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By Erin Duffy / World-Herald staff
writer

Omaha-area colleges, universities and
medical schools

The Omaha school board got its
first chance Monday night to weigh
in on a proposed 45,000-squarefoot addition to Central High
School.
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School board members didn’t vote
on the proposal but seemed
generally supportive of the concept.
Several members did ask how the
district would pay for its share of
the project, which would include
renovating 25,000 square feet of
existing space for special education
and English language learners’
classrooms.

Related Stories
Central High proposal includes addition for new
library, theater

The addition, which would be built
on the east side of the historic high
school, would create new spaces for a library, black box theater, visual and performing
arts, instrumental and vocal music and drama classes.
The current classrooms for those programs would then be repurposed for student
support programs and special education and English language learner classes. Space
for those classes is cramped; special education students currently take classes in two
converted loading docks, which is a turnoff for some parents and students considering

Central, board member Marian Fey said.

#owhed

“We’re a very popular high school, and we don’t have the room to meet all the needs in
our high school,” said Principal Ed Bennett.
The cost of the addition is estimated at $15 million to $21 million. The Central High
School Foundation would privately raise $12 million to $15 million, and OPS would be
asked to contribute $3 million to $6 million for the repurposing of classrooms for
special education, English language learners and other programs.
The current library could be divided into several classrooms, the band room could
house special education classes, and art studios could be turned into tutoring rooms,
said Mark Brim, a principal with the DLR Group, a design and architectural firm.
The addition would be designed to blend in and not cover up the edifice of the east side
of Central, which was built at the turn of the previous century and is on the National
Register of Historic Places, Brim said.
“I just don’t want 75 percent of the funds to get raised and then we have to come up
with $6 million in a year,” board member Justin Wayne said.
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The district could include the funding in a second bond measure, which could come
before voters in 2017, or save money in a building fund over several years.
“Pursuing it for the second bond would probably be smart,” board member Tony
Vargas said.
Fundraising and construction of the addition could take several years, Bennett said,
and the classroom renovations could be phased in, giving the district time to come up
with its contribution.
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