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OPS board indicates support for Central
High addition with space for new library,
theater

POSTED: TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2015 12:30 AM

By Erin Duffy / World-Herald staff
writer

The Omaha school board got its
first chance Monday night to weigh
in on a proposed 45,000-square-
foot addition to Central High
School.

School board members didn’t vote
on the proposal but seemed
generally supportive of the concept.
Several members did ask how the
district would pay for its share of
the project, which would include
renovating 25,000 square feet of
existing space for special education
and English language learners’
classrooms.

The addition, which would be built
on the east side of the historic high
school, would create new spaces for a library, black box theater, visual and performing
arts, instrumental and vocal music and drama classes.

The current classrooms for those programs would then be repurposed for student
support programs and special education and English language learner classes. Space
for those classes is cramped; special education students currently take classes in two
converted loading docks, which is a turnoff for some parents and students considering
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Central High proposal includes addition for new
library, theater
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Central, board member Marian Fey said.

“We’re a very popular high school, and we don’t have the room to meet all the needs in
our high school,” said Principal Ed Bennett.

The cost of the addition is estimated at $15 million to $21 million. The Central High
School Foundation would privately raise $12 million to $15 million, and OPS would be
asked to contribute $3 million to $6 million for the repurposing of classrooms for
special education, English language learners and other programs.

The current library could be divided into several classrooms, the band room could
house special education classes, and art studios could be turned into tutoring rooms,
said Mark Brim, a principal with the DLR Group, a design and architectural firm.

The addition would be designed to blend in and not cover up the edifice of the east side
of Central, which was built at the turn of the previous century and is on the National
Register of Historic Places, Brim said.

“I just don’t want 75 percent of the funds to get raised and then we have to come up
with $6 million in a year,” board member Justin Wayne said.

The district could include the funding in a second bond measure, which could come
before voters in 2017, or save money in a building fund over several years.

“Pursuing it for the second bond would probably be smart,” board member Tony
Vargas said.

Fundraising and construction of the addition could take several years, Bennett said,
and the classroom renovations could be phased in, giving the district time to come up
with its contribution.

Contact the writer:

402-444-1210, erin.duffy@owh.com

Copyright ©2015 Omaha World-Herald. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, displayed or redistributed for any purpose without permission from the Omaha World-Herald. To
purchase rights to republish this article, please contact The World-Herald Store.

Posted in Education, OMAHA METRO on Tuesday, July 7, 2015 12:30 am.

11LikeLike More videos:

Sam
McKewon's postgame analysis: Nebraska 37, UCLA
29

Omaha World-
Herald

Trump
campaigns Council Bluffs

Omaha World-
Herald

Alex Gordon
describes his free agency process

Omaha World-
Herald

2,000 souls

Herald

Owner's Pride
$195 for Half Off Car Detailing
Memberships to Owner's Pride

GO

https://twitter.com/hashtag/owhed?src=hash
https://t.co/lqUVrsMXLH
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/677215085601939456
https://twitter.com/OmahaPubSchool
https://twitter.com/hashtag/owhed?src=hash
https://t.co/O07ihOnOaa
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/674322870584086528
https://twitter.com/OWHnews
https://twitter.com/hashtag/owhed?src=hash
https://t.co/1EmGSerldo
https://t.co/l3f3tyfyrF
http://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/670985938160517120/photo/1
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/670985938160517120
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/677215085601939456
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/674322870584086528
https://twitter.com/NElovesPS/status/670985938160517120
https://twitter.com/hashtag/owhed
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?hashtags=owhed
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://www.omaha.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.omaha.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://omaha.upickem.net/engine/Registration.aspx?contestid=33595
http://www.omaha.com/news/education/ops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space/article_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html?mode=print
mailto:erin.duffy@owh.com
http://www.owhstore.com/
http://www.omaha.com/news/education
http://www.omaha.com/news/metro
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30128588&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30123970&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30086851&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30118948&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30118935&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30118908&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30128588&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30123970&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30086851&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=30118948&trackingGroup=91341&widgetId=29183&playlistId=14324&siteSection=omahawh_nws_loc_sec&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.omaha.com%252Fnews%252Feducation%252Fops-board-indicates-support-for-central-high-addition-with-space%252Farticle_ee4cdb20-c7fe-53a4-81b9-6b723996c260.html
http://w.nmb.ly/1dcvlj


1/1/2016-Year in animal photos12/29/2015: Donald Trump
campaign rally in Council

Bluffs, Iowa

Arbor Day Farm
Enjoy a meal in Lied Lodge's on-site restaurant, the Timber
Dining Room. Local, sustainable food is served under soaring
timbers and alongside…
more »

West Broadway Clinic
Welcome to West Broadway Clinic. Our physicians are Diana
Rabadi Marar, MD; Isam Marar, MD Scheduled Appointments
Monday - Friday from 8:00 am…
more »

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Awaiting pilot, passengers were stuck
at Eppley for more than 10 hours

2015 Midlander of the Year: Bruce
Lauritzen

With a little help, 3 Omaha men bought
and donated 8,064 diapers to Lydia

House shelter

Where to recycle your Christmas tree

Tinsel & traditions: Archive photos tell
the stories of holiday traditions of

yesteryear

These Vegas transplants bought a
small-town Nebraska schoolhouse

and let their artistic flags fly

McKewon: Run-heavy gameplan
produces big gains for Nebraska

Nebraska's ground game turns the
tide, then defense sews it up

Nebraska’s fourth title team brings
back most key players — with some

interesting additions

Ex-Husker Petteway sparkling in sixth
man role for NBA Pacers’ D-League

affiliate

PHOTO GALLERIES »

http://www.omaha.com/findit/agriculture/farms/fruit_vegitables/arbor-day-farm/business_1142932822.html
http://www.omaha.com/findit/health_medical/doctors/family_practice/west-broadway-clinic/business_4000045912.html
http://www.omaha.com/money/awaiting-pilot-passengers-were-stuck-at-eppley-for-more-than/article_c4eaf811-e1cd-5ddc-ab17-279a94ab1b24.html
http://dataomaha.com/bigstory/money/2015-midlander-of-the-year-bruce-lauritzen
http://www.omaha.com/news/goodnews/with-a-little-help-omaha-men-bought-and-donated-diapers/article_6d9ea024-2d88-5dc4-a8d6-b6be4610b15e.html
http://www.omaha.com/living/where-to-recycle-your-christmas-tree/article_f6ce3b14-e967-5b94-9d7b-39b121695d0c.html
http://dataomaha.com/bigstory/news/tinsel-traditions
http://www.omaha.com/living/these-vegas-transplants-bought-a-small-town-nebraska-schoolhouse-and/article_c47a8a28-a2ad-5907-bbb5-fc5d878f0c9c.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/mckewon-run-heavy-gameplan-produces-big-gains-for-nebraska/article_d1025782-744b-5b56-9242-5eb5173b1422.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/nebraska-s-ground-game-turns-the-tide-then-defense-sews/article_dbf26140-ac56-11e5-8c80-5355f61c6a31.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/nebraska-s-fourth-title-team-brings-back-most-key-players/article_5bc7f6cd-6886-51ae-81de-19ac9d7ac0c1.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/ex-husker-petteway-sparkling-in-sixth-man-role-for-nba/article_2409499e-4701-5c3d-954a-6ad436888bb8.html
javascript:omarecslideshows_launchigallery(%206342,%201000,%20850,%20true%20);
javascript:omarecslideshows_launchigallery(%206343,%201000,%20850,%20true%20);
http://www.omaha.com/findit/agriculture/farms/fruit_vegitables/arbor-day-farm/business_1142932822.html
http://www.omaha.com/findit/agriculture/farms/fruit_vegitables/arbor-day-farm/business_1142932822.html
http://www.omaha.com/findit/health_medical/doctors/family_practice/west-broadway-clinic/business_4000045912.html
http://www.omaha.com/findit/health_medical/doctors/family_practice/west-broadway-clinic/business_4000045912.html
http://www.omaha.com/money/awaiting-pilot-passengers-were-stuck-at-eppley-for-more-than/article_c4eaf811-e1cd-5ddc-ab17-279a94ab1b24.html
http://dataomaha.com/bigstory/money/2015-midlander-of-the-year-bruce-lauritzen
http://www.omaha.com/news/goodnews/with-a-little-help-omaha-men-bought-and-donated-diapers/article_6d9ea024-2d88-5dc4-a8d6-b6be4610b15e.html
http://www.omaha.com/living/where-to-recycle-your-christmas-tree/article_f6ce3b14-e967-5b94-9d7b-39b121695d0c.html
http://dataomaha.com/bigstory/news/tinsel-traditions
http://www.omaha.com/living/these-vegas-transplants-bought-a-small-town-nebraska-schoolhouse-and/article_c47a8a28-a2ad-5907-bbb5-fc5d878f0c9c.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/mckewon-run-heavy-gameplan-produces-big-gains-for-nebraska/article_d1025782-744b-5b56-9242-5eb5173b1422.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/nebraska-s-ground-game-turns-the-tide-then-defense-sews/article_dbf26140-ac56-11e5-8c80-5355f61c6a31.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/nebraska-s-fourth-title-team-brings-back-most-key-players/article_5bc7f6cd-6886-51ae-81de-19ac9d7ac0c1.html
http://www.omaha.com/huskers/ex-husker-petteway-sparkling-in-sixth-man-role-for-nba/article_2409499e-4701-5c3d-954a-6ad436888bb8.html


Search this site... Search

Copyright Terms of Use Privacy Policy Site Map Contact Us Advertise Help Apps webmaster@omaha.com

Can't find what you need? Click here for site map »

© 2015, Omaha.com. All rights reserved.

Archive: 
( Choose a slideshow )

http://www.omaha.com/site/copyright.html
http://www.omaha.com/site/terms.html
http://www.omaha.com/site/privacy.html
http://www.omaha.com/site/site_index/
http://www.omaha.com/site/contact.html
http://www.omaha.com/site/advertise.html
http://www.omaha.com/site/help.html
http://www.omaha.com/services/apps/
http://omaha.upickem.net/engine/YourSubmission.aspx?contestid=37891

