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PRICE FIVE CENTS

Senior Class
to Graduate.
on June 12
Fifti‘éth Graduating Class
of 1926 Contains 332
‘Members
E. H. Jenks to Preach

Baccalaureate Sermon to
Be Next Sunday

Morning
Diplomas will be giﬁen to 332
members of the class of 1926, the

fiftieth class to be graduated from
Central at the commencement exer-
cises to be held at the Technical high
school auditorium June 12. The bae-
calaureate sermon will be delivered
by the Rev. Edwin Hart Jenks, Sun-
qlay at the First Presbyterian church.

Seniors who will receive diplomas
are:

Girls:

Irene Jackson
Martha Jetter
Mary C. Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Marion Johnston
Elizabeth Jonas
Dorcas Jones
Lois Jorgensen
Ruth Kaplan
Vera Kelley
Ruth Kendis
Iris Kilgore
Helen Knapp
Helen Kohn

Francis Adwers
Hope Allen
Katherine Allen
Martha Anderson
Doris L. Atack
Helen C. Baker
Evelyn Battles
Inez Battles
Elizabeth Bell
Helen Bethards
Ellen Bishop
Betty Blackwell
Jane Bliss
Katherine Bloss
Marjan Blumenthal
Evelyn Borsen
Linda Bradway
Helen Butler
Luella Cannan
Virginia Chamberlin
Mildred Chappell
Lucille Christensen
Evelyn Comp
Frances Cooksey

uth Laird

race Larsen
laine Leeka
auline Lehmann
harlotte Lentz

rothy Linabery

na Lin[!‘:jzman

eresa Liverpool
gl?;) %}l%hl-scke

¢Chesney Mary Cooper

ladys McGaffin Marion Cosmey
ca.ra.h McKie Jean Cote
Rattl}lerln McNamara Ellen Craddock
R}I Manning Dorothy Crawford

ta Mantel F. Cunningham
Jean Roberts Marjorie Davia
Billie Mathews
Helen Matous
Caroline May
Ruth Mendenhall
Elizabeth Mills
Hazel Minkler
Serena Morgan
Frances Morrison
Frances D. Morrison
Gladys Morrison
neider Helen Oakford
Sthwager . Wilda O'Hunlon

(Continued on Page 7)

Lyle Robinso
Helen RDb[scﬂ:
Hertha Rohwer
Grace Rosentha]
Allice Runge
Emily Rutter

Dorothy Schad
Louise Schnauber

Literary Sociéties
ol Lead in Activities
~. at Central in 1876

What did they do, these grand-
parents of ours, 50 years ago in the
old high school on ecaptiol hill?
What organizations, clubs, societies
did they begin and conduct? How
do their activities compare with
those of modern Centralites of the
Year 19267

Probably the most important, if
not the most exciting, were the liter-
ary societies, which are now entirely
extinet. These societies were divid-
ed, one chapter for every class. No
mention has been made of the pur-
ponse or work of the societies, indi-
videally, or as a group,

The high school Athletic associ-
ation, somewhat on the order of the
present day Student Association, held
a foremost place in the school organ-
izations. A Gymnasium association
was also formed in the early days,
but unlike the present Gym club, in-
cluded both boys and girls.

Various sporting organizations for
bowling, cricketing, which took the
place of modern football, lawn ten-
nis, feneing, which came into vogue
in 1887, and baseball were also in
progress,

Music department organizations
were not in existence in the early
days, the school depending on talent,
outside training, and volunteers for
musieal numbers on programs, In
1887, someone suggested that an or-
chestra be organized within the
school to furnish musie for the June

(Continued on page 7)

Central High School
Is on Approved List

Central high school is on the ap-
proved list of secondary schools of
the North Central Association of col-
leges and secondary schools. For the
period beginning March 19, 1926 and
ending March 24, 1927, Central has
been continuously recognized by the
association since 1905, according to
the certificate received last week at
Central.

, Aprons were not compulsory for
chemistry students in bygone days of
laboratory work. Mother-hubbard
dresses or aprong and pinafores were
the only protection from acids. To-
ired to have
Bth aprons for

Senior President

EDWARD BROWN
Edward Brown '26,

one of the
famous “Funcaster Two,” is the
president of the fiftieth graduating
class and is first lieutenant of Com-
pany F. He also had the lead in the
Road Show comedy act.

Radio Class Léads/
in Sale of Papers

With a sale of twice as many pa-
ers as there are pupils in room 140,
.he Radio class went 200 per cent in
the sale of the special historical is-
sue of The Weekly Register on May
28. According to Clifford Macklin,
circulation manager, this is the high-
est rating of any homeroom.

The special issue is an eight page
:dition and is not included in the
*egular subscription. A sum of five
cents is collected in advance in or-
der to pay the extra cost of printing.

Junior Class Elects
Tom Gannett Editor
of O-Book for 1927

Tom Gannett '27 was chosen
Editor-in-chief of the 1927 0-Book
at an election held in room 215 last
Friday after school. The election
was open to all juniors. This is the
first year that the editor-in-chief has
been elected before October or No-
vember of the senior year, The new
plan will give the editor more time
to examine old annuals and decide
upon the theme and organization of
the O-Book.

Tom is the president of the Junior
Honor Society, and secretary of the
Mathematics society. He represented
Central in the Nebraska Academic
Scholarship contest. He has also
been selected as a reporter on The
Weekly Register staff for the com-
ing semester.

Mothers and Fathers
of Seventeen Pupils
Are Central Alumni

Seventeen students in Central have
mothers and fathers who were grad-
nated from Central, The two earl-
iest graduates are Mr. and Mrs. C. A.
Woodland in 1897,

Mothers, 68 of them, were gradu-
ated from Central. Some are now
L.teaching, and some are working. Mrs.
Clara Sanders was the earliest grad-
uate in 1886. Only 12 mothers fin-
ished school in the eighteen hun-
dreds.

Fathers, who were graduated,
number 35. The earliest date was
1893 when Dr. George Gilbert fin-
ished school. About seven fathers
graduated during the eighteen hun-
dreds.

Women’s Temperance Union Institutes First
Successful Lunch Counter at Central in 1897

Because a mug of beer and a free
lunch at the corner saloon on Twen-
tieth :md.Dodge was not considered
the right kind of a lunch for high
school boys in the '90’'s, the Women'’s
Temperance Union instituted the first
lunch counter at Central in 1897.

Although the lunch counter was
started on a small scale, it was met
with such a hearty response from the
students that there was soon no
doubt that a cafeteria department in
Central would prove suecessful. Thus
in the following 29 years Centralites
at noon have made wild dashes to
the cafeteria in the basement to ap-
pease those knawing pangs of hunger
that assails one about the time of
fifth hour,

Central Dramatists
Form Organization

Membership in thé Central High
Players, Central’s newest dramatie
organization, is open to any expres-
sion student and to anyone who has
taken part in some outstanding pro-
gram of the school. It will be limited
through competitive tryouts which
will be held about the first of Sep-
tember.

“This is not a club,” stated Miss
Floy Smith, originator of the idea,
“it is an organization for the produe-
tion of plays only. Other high schools
in the country have dramatic clubs,
but this is strietly an organization.”

“Spooks,” Broadway's latest mys-
tery comedy will be the first play to
be presented. ‘““Captain Applejack,”
“Lightning,” “You and I.” and
“Mary III" will be given later.

Cadets Leave June 2
for Cadet Encampment

About 400 cadets will embark

from the T'nion Pacific station Wed-
nesday afternoon, June 2, to the
annual cadet encampment at Valley,
Nebraska, according to F. H. Gul-
gard, commandant. Friday, June
11, will be Visitors' day at the camp
and the cadets will “break camp”
the following Saturday morning and
return to Omaha.
The schedule will not differ much
from those of preceding years. A
greater allowanece has been set aside
for food, and a permanent sanitary
kitchen has been made.

Hugh Hieckox was elected next
vear’s chairman of Central commit-
tee at the last meeting of, the yeéar
held last Friday after school in room
118. Tom Gannett was ¢hosen secre-
tary, and Georgene Ragmussen be-
came sergeant-at-arms §f the comit-

i
|

tee.

In 1910, in place of a group of
nmanagers, the Cafeteria was given
over to a sole manager, Miss Ethel
Fullaway, who doled out nourish-
ment in large quantities to hungry
students for 11 years.

Then in 1921, Miss Mabel Carter,
the present head of the Cafeteria,
came to take charge. [t was nece;‘-
sary to enlarge the seating capacity
in 1923 and a dining-room fore 72

was added. The present Cafeteria
seats 400, while 1,700 are served
daily during the two lunch periods,
and 13 women are employed daily to

prepare, serve the food, and clean
up.
Thirteen cents was the sum for

which a very satisfying lunch could
be bought in 1900, but considering
how the cost of living has advanced,
Centralites of '26 are getting a bar-

gain to be able to secure a lunch for

double that price.

An interesting comparison of the
devouring capacity of Centralites of
'00 and '26, shows that sandwiches
then as now were the most in de-
mand, while ranking next was cake,
since students of both times were de-
prived of delecatable candy.

Tom McCoy
to be Editor

of Register

Ruth Ziev to Be Business
Head—Board Selects
Staff

Tom MeCoy '27 will be managing
editor and Ruth Ziev '27 business
nanager of The Weekly Register for
next semester. The appointments
were made from the Journalism I
and Newswriting classes and accept-
ed by the Publication Board last
Wednesday. Harriet Fair has been
selected as city editor and Robert
Thompson as sport editor. Luther
Munson will be editorial writer.

The reportorial staff will consist
of: Evelyn Simpson, Ida Tenenbaum,
Tom Phillips, Cecelia Bemis, Eleanor
Bothwell, Morris Brick, Tom Gannett,
Gertrude Marsh, Marjorie Gould,
Neva Heflin, Harriet Hicks, Sarah
Pickard, Lea Rosenblatt, Jessie Stirl-
ing, Bernard Tebbins, Anazillah
slaze, Georgene Rasmussen, and
Jane Warner. Dorothy Saxton and
Gretchen Goulding will be the copy

readers and Adeline Brader and
Betty Steinberg proof readers.
Paul Prentiss is circulation mana-

ager and Elaine Trahanes and Morris
Brick are staff secretaries, Madeline
Saunders has been selected as index
secretary and Edith Cheff as reader
and elipper.

Dances, Picnics
Are on Program
for Girls’ Camp

Dances, a banquet, Sunday service
n the woods, and a pienic supper in
the groves are only a few of the fun
producers in store for those plan-
ning to attend the Girls' Camp at
Brewster from June 3 to 10. No
rules have been made, but camp will
be run acconging to Miss Clara
Brewster's re;jplations,

Principal M@sters will be prineipal
peaker at thg banquet to be held
Wednesday al+6 o’clock. The guests
will be: Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Masters,
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Beveridge, Miss
Jessie Towne. Miss Dorothy Sprague
will speak for the teachers. The
twards will be announced to the in-
iividﬁal and company winners ac-

cord®ez to the honor system. The
lassfin camp craft will have charge
Jf the banquet decorations.

i Thank you!

The Weekly Register
Central high school wishes to
thank anyone who has aided in
the publication of this historical
issue of The Weekly Register.

We especially extend thanks to

. Dr. H. A. Senter

Charles Morearty

Miss Jessie Towne

J. G. Masters

Mrs. Albert Gordon '76
Mrs. Fred MecConnell '76
Mrs. S. F. Woedbridge '76
Mrs. A. Rosenberg '76

staffl of

Ida Goodman 'T76.

Virginia Chamberlin
Wins First Prize in
Laundry Contest

Virginia Chamberlin was awarded
first prize in the laundry ad contest
conducted by the laundries and open
to high school students. Seven other
girls received prizes, while Ruth
Ziev received a large basket of roses
in appreciation of the ‘work she has
done in making the contest a sucecess,

Second prize, co-related, was given
to Ruth Thomas and ' Ruth Dahl,
while Zoe Lemon received third prize
n the contest. Four one dollar prizes
were given to Tobie Steinberg, Ruth
Kaplan, Sophie Rosenstein, and Dor-
othy Monroe.

Leila Bon, English and advertising
teacher, was in charge of the Central
high school ads which were judged
according to their originality, appeal,
subject matter, and service.

S~ T "

Decoration Theme
of Senior Banquet
_ to Be Kept Secret

Shh-h! Mum's the word! For not
until 6 o’clock Monday evening will
the seniors get one glimpse or sug-
gestion as to the theme or details of
the decorations for the senior ban-
quet to be held at the Athletic elub.
Helen Weir is in charge of the decor-
ation committee,

Balloons, predominating purple
with fiftieth anniversary gold, mixed
in with bits of every color as the
modern conception of art, and futur-
istic design worked out to show how
different the elass of 1926 is from
that of 1876, are just bare sugges-
tions as to the final appearance.

Robert Rix is general chairman of
the banquet.

Student Manager

Ruth '27

was selected by Miss

Ziev
Leila Bon from the advertising class

to be Central’s student manager
the Laundry Ad contest. She will be
business manager of The Weekly
Register next year,

Soap Will App.&: g

in Soap Containers

Resulting partly from the work of
the Central committee, soap will be
installed in Central's soap containers.

“This action is really an experi-
ment,”” states Principal Masters, “to
determine whether Central students
can use these receptacles properly or
not. Boys especially are inclined to
abuse these containers by marring
them unnecessarily.”

Several mirrors will be purchased

|from office funds, and installed
| throughout the building.

Many Celebrities from Kings to Movie Stars
Visit Central During Past Fifty Years

heads, United  States
presidents, movie stars, and other
celebrities have visited old Cengral
in her' half century of existence.
King Kulakua of the Sandwich
Islands, nows called Hawalii, arrived
in Omaha Jan. 21, 1875. This was
the first time that a erowned head
had come within the borders of the
great republic since its founding.
The royal party visited the
school during their stay in Omaha.
President Grant was guest of the
city Nov. 1, 1875. Mayor Sampson
S. Chase introduced the president to
the students and a large gathering
on the high school grounds., In
sponse Grant deeclared, “I am pleased
to stand beneath the shadow of this
building which is so well calculated

Crowned

high

re-

to prepare you for useful occupation

"

in life.

President Rutherford B. Hayes and
wife came to the city Sept. 3, 1880
apd visited Central. They eclimbed
to the tower of the big red brick
building to obtain the best view of
the surrounding country.

Presidents William Harrison and
William MecKinley, also visited Cen-

A son or daughter in Central for
every semester sinee 1876 is the com-
bined record of two families, the
MecCagues and the Kiewits,

The honor of having the most peo-
ple in one family, all being graduat-
ed from Central high school, goes to
the MeCague family whose gradu-
ation from Central began in 1876
and will end in the far future.

In 1854 the Rev. Thomas and
Henrietta MeCague were married and
journeyed as missionaries to Egypt,
where Margaret and John L. Me-
Cague were born. The parents and
two children, in the early sixties, re-
turned to America, coming to Omaha
where Margaret entered Central
high school. John, who had been
afflicted with eye trouble contracted
in Egypt, could not enter school.

Margaret MeCague, now Mrs. Gor.
don of Cleveland, was graduated
from Central in 1876. Her brothers,
William I. MeCague and Thomas H.
McCague, were graduated in '68 and
‘81 respectively. Two sisters of Mrs.
Gordon, Mrs. Joanna*McCague Me-
Cullock of San Diego, Cal. was grad-
uvated in '87, and Miss Lydia S. Me-
Cague in '88; while George S, Mc-
Cague, a brother was graduated
in '89.

The last of this generation to be
graduated from Central was Brower

Elliot MeCague who was gradunated

in ’91 and is now a member of the
McCague Investment company. His
son, Thomas Field MecCague, was
graduated in 1921, and his daughter,
Dorothy McCague '28, is one of the
present generation at Central.

Miss Anna C. MeCague, who was
graduated in 1907; Miss Henrietta

B. MeCague '10; and Laurence M.
MeCague '13, are the children of
Thomas H. McCague. John L, Me-

Cague, who was graduated in '06;
Mrs. Mary McCague Aldrich, of Chi-
cago, Ill., '08; Robert A. MecCague
10 are the children of John L. Me-
Cague.

Miss Cynthia MecCague, wife of
Principal John. MeMillan of North
high school and daughter of John

McCague, attended Central. Her two
children, Mary '28 and John '29, now
attend Central.

The two children of Mrs.
MeCague' MceCullock are James H.
MeCulloek, who was graduated in
'05, and William J. MeCullock who
was graduated in ‘08, and is now
with his mother in San Diego, Cal.
Edward Marples, of the class of '12,
is in Chicago, Ill., with his mother,
Mrs. Anna MecCague Marples.

Gertrude Marsh '27 i8 a cousin of
the McMillan children; her uncle is
John McCague.

The sec ne
tral high 4ei

Joanna

g@igest family in Cen-
giating from 1881 to

McCague Family Has Most Members to Graduate from Central;
Kiewit Family Is Second Highest; Years Range from 1876 to 1927

1924, is the Kiewit family, whose
first member now deceased, Miss
Elizabeth D. Kiewit, was graduated
from Central in 1881.

Miss Adela Kiewit, a sister of
Elizabeth Kiewit, was Secretary and
registrar at Central for 24 years.
She died five years ago.

The following are the 11 nieces
and nephews of the two Miss Kie-
wits, graduates of Central: Miss
Elizabeth G. Kiewit, history teacher,
at Central; and her brother, William
Kiewit, living in Lincoln, Neb.

Appearing in order of their gradu-
ation are Ethel G. Kiewit, music
teacher at Saunders school; and her
brothers, Fred Xiewit of Grand
Island, Neb.; George Kiewit of Cali-
fornia; Ralph W. Kiewit, and Peter
Kiewit; members of the Peter Kle-
wit's Sons firm, contractors and
builders, in Omaha; and a younger
sister, Alice Kiewit, who was gradu-
ated in '23,.and is now a junior at
the University of Nebraska.

Mabel Kiewit, now Mrs, Earl Clark
of California; and her sisters, Mar-
garet Kiewit, who is graduating from
the University of Omaha in June;
and Roberta Kiewit, who will finish
{her sophomore year at the University
lof Omaha in June, and-who plans to
enter Grinnell college next Septem-
ber make up another branch of the
Kiewit family.

tral, From the capltol hill President
McKinley spoke for the edification of
ithe beyvs and .girls, voters and vot-
William Howard Taft,
ex-president and chairman of the
Red Cross central committee on Oct.
19, 1917 at 10 a. m. reviewed the
cadets on the high school campus.

John G. Neihardt, Nebraska poet,
under the auspicies of the January
senior class of '25, gave readings
rom his famous book, “Songs of the
ndian Wars.” In 1922 the mid-
year class presented Henry Lawrence
Southwick, president of the Emerson
School of Oratory, Boston. Mr.
Southwick gave readings from Sheri-
dan's ecomedy, “The Rivals.”

ers’ wives,

Students to Pay Tuition
for Summer Session

Summer school session begins
Monday morning, June 14 and will
end August 6. Tuition is $12 for
one subject, $15 for two subjects,
and $18 for three subjects. State
tuition for two months is $24.

The following are the subjects of-
fered: English II to VII and possibly
English I; algebra I, II, 1II; geom-
etry I and II and possibly trignom-
etry or solid geometry; European
history I, II, III; American history
I, II; civics and modern problems;
Latin IT and IV and possibly Latin I
and IIT; maybe French I, II, II, and
IV; possibly two classes in typewrit-

ing.
All summer school students will
meet in the auditorium Monday

morning after the close of school, at
7:30 a. m.

Pupils Hold Excursions
in Social Science Work

A round of excursions are being
held to finish up the year by the soc-
al science department. Miss Autumn
Davies, head of the department, con-
ducted one last Saturday to the
Grain Exchange and also to Logan
and Byran's were stocks were ex-
plained and tickers viewed)

Miss Ethel J. Spaulding, teacher
in the department, took a group to
the Deaf institute on Tuesday while
yvesterday and today classes are being
taken to the naturalization courts,

An excursion to the Iten Biscuit
company is to be held the week fol-
lowing examinations.

Clubs enabling students to under-
stand and take greater interests in
certain subjects are drawing more
and more Centralites into their
midst, ILe Cercle Francais, Reyna
Spanish club, Mathematies society,
Radio club, Gym club, and Business
club are all growing rapidly.

: A\

Seniors to Get
Various Prizes
with Diplomas

Dr. C. E. Allen to Deliver
Commencement Ad-
dress

Program to Be Full

R. A. Van Orsdel Will
Present Diplomas
to Seniors

Central's fiftieth commencement
will be held Saturday, June 12, 1926,
at the Technical auditorium at 8
p. m. Dr. Clarence Eugene Allen,
pastor of the First Methodist Episco-
pal churech, will deliver the address.
The baccalaureate sermon will be

ot 'held at the First Presbyterian church
|May 30 at 11 o’clock.

The presentation of cadet certifi-
cates will be given by William C.
Ramsey, chairman of commitiee on
teachers and course of study; and

the invocation by the Rev. Clinton
E. Ostrander.

sented by R. A. Van Orsdel, presi-

Diplomas will be pre-

dent of the Board of Education. The
Paxson Latin

presentation of Susan
fawards by Frank H. Woodland will
'follow. The Omaha World-Herald
!prizes will be presented at this time.
| A preliminary informal musical
|program will be given by the orches-
'tm under student directors; ‘‘Pro-
cessional Mareh” by Mendelsohn,
“Serenade’ by Hoselli, “El1 Capian,”
a march by Sousa will be played.
“Value of the Handicap” will be
the subject of the baccalaureate sger-
mon by Dr. Edwin Hart Jenks.
Senior's caps and gowns for the
baccalaureate sermon will be given
out at the First Presbyterian church
at 10 a. m, in the church gymnasium
in!{the basement. The eaps and gowns
arp to be returned to the person in
cl_’ar;.;e after the gérmon, but all Ben-

fore the commencement exercises.

Central Platoon
Receives Trophy
in Drill Maneuver

Performing almost perfectly be-
fore Major-general B. A. Poore and
sther prominent army officers, the
Jentral high school ecrack platoon
| headed by Lieutenant-colonel Leav-
tt Scofield, was awarded a large
bronze and silver trophy by the Oma-
1a unit of the Reserve Officers' as-
sociation as a result of their win-
ning a competitive drill maneuver
at the first annual military field day
to be held by the Creighton R. O.
T. €. last Tuesday at the Creighton
field.

The drill was the final event of a
1umber of military “‘stunts.” Abra-
ham Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson
high schools of Council Bluffs were
epresented by one platoon of the
Sest drillers from both schools,
‘reighton Prep and Central were the
sther schools to enter erack platoons.
Central was the only independent
nilitary organization present as the
Jouncil Bluffs and Creighton high
chools are units of the Reserve Offi-
.ers Training Corps.

Judges of the drill-were Captain
3. L. Rutledge, Captain H. B. Wheel-
sr, and Lieutenant W. R. McKay, all
)f the Seventeenth Infantry. Promi-
nent military men and civilians pres-
ent were: Major-general George B.
Duncan, retired seventh corps area

commander; Major-general M, A.
Tinley of Council Bluffs; Brigadier-
general A, W. Bjornstadt; Father

W. J. Grace, president of Creighton;
and Mayors Dahlman of Omaha, and
Jreen of Council Bluffs.

Classes in Harmony
to Give Musical Tea

The first annual musical tea will
|be given by members of the harmony
classes in Central auditorium this
|afternoon at 2 o'clock, followed by
a program at 3 in which various stu-
|dents will play original compositions
{composed as class work projects.

‘ Tea will be served in 240 to stu-
dents Q:nrl their friends by the junior
girls under Mrs. Swanson.

| Painted secarfs, mottoes, decorated
lboxes, and ships on silk are exhib-
iited in the trophy case on the east
side. The work was made by the
students of the art department un-
der the direction of Miss M;r}' An-

| good, art teacher.

iors will receive them again just be-%

e —
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History Shows Growth of Central Since 1858;

Has Beginning as Department of Grade School|

School Finds Present Home after Housing in the Grade School, Church Basements,
Hamilton House, Church Building, Territorial Capitol, Red

Fifty years have rolled by since
the first commencement at Central,
and upholding the noble traditions
of early days, she has developed from
a small school to 'a well-organized
and progressive institution, attended
by 2,100 students.

The first Omaha high school was
founded in 1858 as a department in
a grade school then located on Ninth
street, between Douglas and Farnam.
The first instructor was Howard
Kennedy, founder of the present
school system. Later, the high
school was held in the basements of
the Congregational and Baptist
churches, in the Hamilton house, and
in a church building on Fifteenth
street.

Old capitol hill where the Terri-
torial state house had stood from
1855-567 and the Territorial capitol
from 1857-67, was deeded by the
action of the Nebraska state legisla-
ture to the city of Omaha for educa-
tional purposes in April, 1869. The
act of the legislature provided for a
board of regents to have manage-
ment over the building.

The legal document setting forth
the reasons for such enactment is in
the original words as follows:

Whereas, The capitol grounds
heretofore occupied by the State of
Nebraska were originally conveyed
to the Territory of Nebraska by said
City of Omaha; and

Whereas, After the erection of a
capitol building thereon had been
commenced by the government of the
United States, the appropriation
therefore was found to be insuffie-
ient; and ;

Whereas, After the suspension of
the construction of said buildings
for the reason aforesaid the people
of the said City of Omaha contrib-
uted the sum of sixty thousand dol-
lars to complete the same; and

Whereas, The said capitol building
has ceased to use said capitol
grounds and buildings for the ob-
jects originally contemplated; and

Whereas, The said capitol building
is now in a condition to require the
expenditure of a large sum of mon{y

before the said building can be saile-
ly used by the State of Nebraska for

Brick Building

any purpose; therefore ‘be it enact-
ed—.

Governor Thayer prepared and
signed the deed. To commemorate
this transference, a tablet was erect-
ed in the center arch of the east en-
trance of the present building by the
class of 1910.

Until 1872 the old capitol was
used, but at that date it was demol-
ished and a red brick building was
erected in its place. The edifice,
famous for its tall, brick tower and
huge bell, was completed at a cost
of a quarter of a million.

Originally the high school build-
ing was much larger than necessary
for high school _enrollment. The
Board of Education maintained in
the building a grade school known as
Central school. The school existed
for 15 years, but finally in 1887 it
was found necessary to transfer the
seventh and eighth grades from the

high- school bullding to another
place.
Public opinion was freely ex-

pressed about the state of affairs. In
1891 when the building was crowded
with 1,066 students, the Supreme
Court ruled exclusion of grades be-
low the high school.

Later the need of a much larger
Btructure was felt, and the red brick
building was torn dowdn in 1900.
The modern 'building erected at a
cost of $865,250 was completed No-
vember, 1912. Two months before
the completion of the new building,
the Commerce high school, now
Technical high, which had previously
been a part of Central, was trans-
ferred to the location on Leaven-
worth street.

The original plan of study was a

six year course admitting to the
second year in college. Mathematics,
ancient and American  history,

science, and rhetoric were taught.
John H. Kellom was the first prin-
cipal of Central from 1871-75. Oth-
ers who filled this position are:
W. H. Merritt, 1876-77; C. H. Craw-
ford, 1877-81; Charles D. Hine,
1881-82; Homer P. Lewis, 1882-96;
Irvin Leviston, 1896-99; A. H. "Wa-
terhouse, 1899-1908; E. U. T Graft,
1908-11; Miss Xate A. McHugh,

1911-14; Clayton E. Reed, 1914-15;
Joseph G. Masters, 1915.

Organizations have mnever been
lacking at Central. They have in-
creased in number, a few dying out
and many springing up in place. New
departments have come into exist-
ence glving increasing opportunities
to the student.

The library 1is 11 years old. It
was Iin 1885 that the manual train-
ing department was formed. The
band was organized in 1902,

Student activities have been num-
erous. The Regiment has had 34
years of suecessful work. C. O. C.
was organized for the two-fold pur-
pose of service to the school and to
the Regiment. The Student Associ-
ation was founded in the fall of 1912
to provide a regular athletic fund.
The Road Show, previously presented
by the Athletic board, was taken
over by the C. O. C. nine years ago.

In 1911 the first senior play was
given. ;
Debating and literary societies

were popular in the early days at
Central. The Student.. Council, a
forerunner of the Student Control,
made its appearance in 1911; the
Speakers’ Bureau, 1921; Central
committee, 1924; and an endless
number of departmental organiza-

tions have come into existence. The |

voice of Omaha Central KOCH was
first heard in 1923. '

Among the publications of Central
are the Annual, the Register, and
the Purple and White Handbook.
Thée Annual was named O-Book in
1922. The Register has developed
from a four-page paper issued once
in two weeks for 50 cents a year to a
four-page, seven column publication
issued weekly. The Purple and White
Handbook giving complete informa-
tion about Central was first pub-
lished in the fall of 1924.

Central has made high scholastic
records in competitive examinations
of every type. The Beta chapter of
the National Honor Society was es-

The picture of the west hall and stairway of the old state house when it was
the first Omaha high school was taken by Dr. H. A. Senter in 1899. This four
flight walnut staircase was the main stairway. It was down these curying banisters
that the boys used to slide and frequently drop a dummy to frighten the girls.

This picture shows the old red brick building of-
Central finished in 1872 at a cost of a quarter of
a million. The building was famous for its tall
brick tower.

-

The first unit or east wing of the present high

school building, showing in the background the
roof and tower of the old red brick building before
its destruction. This wing was completed in 1901.

This picture shows the modern building of Central high nearing completion.

The last wing which includes the auditorium is under construction. The entire

structuré was finished in 1912.

tablished  at Central in 1921. The
three chapters of the Junior Honor
Society, an original Central institu-
tion, came into existence through the
efforts of Principal J, G. Masters.

This picture shows Central

campus was covered with many trees and had a gra

high before Dodge
dual slope.

street was cut down about flve years ago.

The

This is a picture of the modern buildi
‘was first published in the 1924 O-Book. In

of Central. It was\photographed from the Telephone bullding in 1924, The picture
e background of thaYhotograph is a view ht the city of O_mnha..
1

§

Above: The old court house, built in 1858, is the building surrounded by trees in the lower left hand
corner, The red brick building on the hill in the background is the first Omaha high ding,
for its tower and bell, which was erected in 1872. : S i P8e. eted
Below: The Nebraska territorial capitol, built im 1857, located on the g
present high school building, which were deeded in
purposes,

unds now oceupied by the
1869 by the Nebraska state legislature for ednqa{ional

|
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_their attention, so many left before
. graduation.

~the Hmlited classroom, but little time

| class received their diplomas.”
1\ Extracts from a letter from Esther

N
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Former Pupils
Whiite Letters
to Centralites

Six Girls in Class of 1876
Send Reminiscences
of High School

Several Are Missing

‘Graduates Tell of Events
of Graduation from
*  Central

Who were the graduates of 1876
and where are they now?

Reminiscences from six of the
girls in the class of 1876, who now
live in various parts of the country,
tell about the high school, the Btud-
ies, the social life, and their own life
since leaving school. No trace of
‘the two boys, Alfred Ramsay and
‘Henry Currie, could be found. Three
‘of the girls, Blanche Deuel, Addie
‘Gladstone, and Stacia Crowley are
«deceased. .

Margaret McCague, now Mrs. Al-
bert Gordon living in Cleveland, O.,
writes the following letter:

“Before me lies a yellowed copy of
a program of the graduating exer-
cises and folded within I find a bit
of blue ribbon, the class badge with
the motto, “Esse quam videri” (to
be rather than to seem). It seems
but yesterday so vivid are the re-
membrances of the time when the
long looked-for day of graduation
came, the—to us—eventful June 22,
1876. :

“It was not a large class, only
nine girls and two boys. A large
number of students of varying agés
and degrees of preparation gathered
in the new high school building, com-
pleted in the summer of 1872, four
years before the first class received
diplomas.

“Omaha was then a flourishing
little city of about 15,000 or 20,000
in population. Its rapid growth had
delayed educational facilities so the
students who entered the first class
were not all able to remain the en-
tire four years, business and home
duties, as well as other educational
institutions  necessarily claiming

“In those early days when the
much loved Prof. J. H. Kellom, the
first principal, taught his pupils in

was given to technical and manual
training; the equipment was too
meager and finances too limited.. Pro-
fessor Kellom, who had accepted .a
position in a farther western state,
was succeeded by Professor. Merritt,
and his assistant, Professor Dodge,
Just graduated from Harvard. Both
were earnest teachers, Under their
supervision the members of the first

Jacobs now married and living in
hicago tell of the high school at the
me she was a student here.
“When I went to school, it was
imply the Omaha high school con-
sting of one large room, two reci-
tion rooms, and a physical and
emical laboratory. We had a large
ditorium where entertainments for
schools were held. We also had
ery good gymnasium, in fact, we
. jught we had a most wonderful
nilding.”
*inie Wilson, also married and
'-O,n:!gha, gives faets about
r_)f the first graduating

' building was in
th grade prinecipal,
vempered, and as
iy over the high

Central’s Principal

Prinecipal J. G. Masters came to
Central high school as principal in
1915.
ters was principal of the high school

in Tulsa, Okla.

Before coming here, Mr. Mas-

L]

Blanche Deuel.

Top row—Esther Jacobs, Nella Lehmer, Fannie Wilson, Margaret

Front row-—Addie Gladstone, Stacia Crowley, Ida Goodman.

Members of Graduating Class of 1876

McCague, Bertha Isaacs,

Assistant Principal

Joseph F. Woolery has taught in
Central since 1895, and became as-
in 1903.

joining the faculty, he was professor

sistant principal Before

of ancient languages at Cotner col-

lege, Lincoln, Neb.

Front row: Esther Jones,

Top row: Jeannette Zimmerman,
Lois Jorgensen.

Girls Don Graduation Gowns

Charlotte Heyn, Betty Furth.

Costume Construction
Class Finds Dresses

Long trailing white cheese cloth
iresses made to represent the dress-
‘es of the first graduationg class at
Central were recently found by the
costume construction class of Miss
Chloe Stockard, acting head of the
household arts department.

The six costumes were discovered
one day by the class while they were
cleaning up and arranging the cos-
tumes in' the costume room. They
are the exact duplicates from the or-
iginal pictures and were made about
five years ago for a play.

There were nine girls who were
graduated in the class of 1876, but
only six dresses were made.

took in succession algebra, geometry,
trigonometery, and analytical geom-
etry in mathematics; Aesops Fables,
Caesar, Cicero, extracts from Ovid
and the Aeneid in Latin; ancient his-
tory and general history followed by
civil government; physical geogra-
phy, rhetoric, then selected readings
including several plays of Shakes-
peare and English/ literature. In
science we took botany, natural
shilosophy, geology, meteorology, as-

ronomy, and chemistry.
““We had at one time a special
.eacher of penmanship, who paid

daily visits. He was quite a dandy,
and when he wore white duck trous-

CHOW MAY g
Sandwich Spreaddss
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ers, the boys made him useful as a
—=nwiper.

) had class rings, designed by
- .ley, bearing the letters

umerals 7 and 6.
‘\nd dance followed
» graduation and
i alumni associ-
<re unable to sup-
(number of gradu-
Bars was small.
.man, an Omaha
ired and li‘ving in
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Everybody ikes candy

class of ’76, did you say? How time
doth fiy!

“Going to a hidden corner of the
bookcase, I take down a precious
souvenir of 1876—my autograph al-
bum. Yes, these books were very
much in style 50 -years ago. The
cover is leather, much worn, and the
leaves are yellow with—what?

“It is not the cover nor the discol-
ored pages that attract me now. It
is the section devoted to the class of
'76. ' Here is a beautiful spray of
flowers done in water colors by Fan-
nie Wilson. Esther Jacobs has writ-
ten words of good wishes for my fu-
ture. Margaret MeCague urges me
to learn to labor and wait.

“So each page brings to mind
memories of the good old days of '76
when the gates of opportunity were
just beginning to open for each of
us, showing wonderful views of life,
its pleasures, and its work.”

Bertha Isaacs MecConnell
the following communication
Pasadena, Cal.:

“I am glad to send my most cor-
dial greetings to the remaining mem-
bers of the class of ’'76 as well as to
the alumni of the years that have
followed. Among the latter I am
proud to group my own sons and
daughters.

“It is a far ecry to '7T6 but they
were happy school days. The school
was small, the teachers capable and
kind, and the friendships made there
were deep and lasting. The old red
brick building with its fine central
tower dominating the landscape for
many miles stands out in one's mem-
ory as a pieture to be cherished as a
part of the formative days of dear
old Omaha."

sends
from

Old Photograph
Suggests Poem
About Graduates

Thoughts suggested by a photo-
graph of the high school . graduates
of 1876 written in the autograph
book of Ida Goodman ‘76 by Profes-
gor J. H. Kellom.

The bards of Greece in ancient time
Before a poem or a sonsg.

Invoked the aid of “Muses Nine"”
Whose home was on Mount Helicon.

Grouped in a photograph so fine,
Nine girls or ladiés now, alas!
Recall the days of Auld Lang Syne
When all were members of my class.

The bell, the hill, the high “school
there

The lessons, books, and girlish tricks.

Renew the joy, the toil, the care.

Fair graduates of seventy-six.

But while I gaze my heart grows sad
That one so pure and young in years
Has left the group and now is glad
Above, while we remain in tears.

As fades the day and falls the dew

As leaves that vanish in the blast

This group dissolves—not one but
two,

Next three, then four, and 8o the
last.

Now Ida and the other seven,

A teacher’s blessing on you all.
Unbroken be your Band in Heaven
When last is heard the trumpet’s call.

Dean of Girls

Miss 'Jessie Towne, assistant prin-
cipal and dean of girls, came to Cen-

;ral high school in 1896 to teach
English and Latin.- In 1916, she
yecame dean of girls and in 1924,
.sgistant principal. (Before .teach-

ng in Central, she studied musie,

"playing the organ for church choirs.)

Send 2
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giving satisfaction to others.

St. Mary’s Ave.

Excelsior Family Laundry

Our definition of success is—Money honestly earned by
That our efforts to please, meet public approval, is
evidenced by a continual growth.

About July 1st we move to our new building at 2014

“Make our telephone wire your wash line.”

fhe 118

No. 15th

Three Generations of Gordons

Who Attended

Central High School

Grandfather, Father,
Son Attend Central

Three generations of Centralites is
the record of the Gordon family:
Fred A. Gordon, a member of the
class of 1876 of the Omaha high
school, Frank A. Gordon of the class
of 1904, and Fred Gordon of the
class of 1926.

“I entered the high school on the
day it opened,” said Fred A. Gordon.
“We had quite a celebration on that
day because it was the first real
school building we had. All the
other classes had been held in church
basements and other such places. Mr.
Gordon was not graduated with his
class but left school in his junior
year to join the Union Pacific rail-
road. “In those days it was quite'a
thing to be a railroad man,” he re-
plied with a laugh.

““My brother and I both went here,”
sald Frank A. Gordon when inter-
viewed. “He was of the class of
1902 and I of 1904 but neither of us
graduated. He left school ‘in 1902
to join the U, P. Railroad, and I
left in 1903 to take lip surveying.”

FRANCIS POTTER

Teacher of
Banjo, Mandolin, Guitar, and
Ukulele
STUDIO, SANFORD HOTEL
OMAHA, NEER.

Ask Any
- Man of 50

—what he thinks of regular
saving. -

One of the fallacies of young
people is the belief that pleas-
ure,can be bought just as cloth-
ing or footwear.

But the spending of money is
merely incidental to the joy of
living and often a dollar saved
brings more pleasure than the
same dollar if spent in an effort
to buy happiness.

The man of 50 knows that
happiness depends to some de-
gree on avoiding the difticulties
and vexations of life, Especial-
1y valuable is a savings reserve
when trouble comes. :

Come in and let us tell you
about our membership plan for
saving regularly.

8%, Dividends Annually

Fred Gordon, the third generation,
is a member of this year's gradu-
ating senior class. He has attended
Central for two years, fxaﬂng at-
tended Pasadena high school the first
two years. His younger brother,
Frank Gordon, and his cousin, Mar-
ion Gordon, will enter Central in
1927.

Graduation gifts, one of the great-
est joys of being graduated! Can you
imagine the time when no presents
were given in honor of that memor-
able day in June when the diplomas
are given out?

Fifty years ago, in the days of
braids and long, flowing skirts, the
sweet girl graduates each received
1 bouquet of flowers, usually present-

ng to receive flowers, got nothing at
all,

Commencement
Exercisesin’76

Are __geautiful

Herald Prints Account of
Interesting Graduation
of First Class

Crowds Fill Building
Flags, Banners, Evergreens

Decorate Auditorium
and Stage

Commencement! Fifty years ago,
the same as today, the 'graduation
exercises were beautiful and inter-
esting according to the account
printed in The Herald, June 30,1876.
“The auditorium and the spacious
stage had been garlanded and fes-
tooned with evergreens and flowers

and beautified more with graceful
flags and banners and appropriately
decorated pictures. The house was

filled with a glorious human bouquet
made bright in white tarletan and
tasty trimmings, and long before
half of those who desired to gain ad-
mission had succeeded, it became
necessary to place guards at the main
entrances to resist further ingress.

“The old high school building had
all it could hold. It was full, and
further sitting room, standing
room, or even hanging room, was out
of the question. But despite the jam
and crush and intense heat, the at-
traction was so powerful in its mag-
netism that those who had secured
places held them and exhibited en-
durance to see the exhibition.

“The entire program, quite a
lengthy one, was carried outin all its
details, and the result was an
gualified and delightful success, and
all these connected with the exercises
did themselves much credit. Pro-
fesgsor Merritt, assisted by Professor
Dodge, in the general conduct of
the affair, and Professor Decker,
charge of the musie, succeeded, just
as they always do, admirably well.”

Then folowed an account of the
exercises, 11 essays, two orations,
two little plays, and a class song.
The paper wished the graduates that
“this their commencemnt in life so
brightly, may ultimate in a glorious
and happy ending.”

or

un-
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ed by her parents. The boys, not car- |

When you pack your trunk
for your summer vacation
Call

IGO EXPRESS CO.

Ja. 3292
815 So. 19th

Van Sant Scheel of Business
34 years of service to sindents

Van Saat Scheel of Business

34 of serviee te office workers
nui employers.
Oor. 19th and Deuglaa Sts. Ja5890

1866

rounding territory.

e

For 60 Years—Since July 2, 1866—The
Omaha National Bank has afforded

banking service to Omaha and sur-

Today its resources aggregate over

$50,000,000—by far the largest finan-

cial institution in its field.

The Omaha
National Bank

1926
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