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11 TIME NSPA/JEA BEST-OF-SHOW WINNER

Born to Skate

Students turn interest into hobby.
Freshman Jeff Fowler loves

skateboarding. See page18B
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lunior doesn’t let hearing
problem slow her down

Junior Alyssa Bell participates in
llevball, volleyball club, and music.

also manages a steady GPA and
nors classes despite being partially
i. For more see 4A.

tudents start club to
create fun, stress-free
nvironment for students

Students started club to show
lents how to play ‘Stress,’a game
1 Rackliffe said is a game perfect for
‘releasing stress in a competitive, fast
vd way.” For more see 4A.

Students donate blankets to
L

nus Project

Students in Clothing 1-2 classes
tike two days to make blankets for the
nus Project, a program designed to
ng comfort to kids in need. For more
see 2A.

4 opinion

_Issue of merit
«pay for teachers
up for debate

1d b d arry towr !

The issue of whether or not teach-
¢rs should be paid by how well their
tudents do in school is up as a major
liscussion point. For more see 6A.

Should STD testing in
schools be considered?

For the safety and health of stu-
lents, some suggested the idea of STD
ting in school. The Register looks to
if this is a good idea. For more see

me.gi\.
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*:hc Art classes produce
award winning artists and

recognized students

Central artists did the best in the
listrict at Nebraska State Visual Arts
Competition. For more see 13B.

sion 4

Sophomore
leads Eagle
drumline

Rio
Longoria plays
snare drum in the
marching
band. For

more see
11B.

| to different
| Universities

Seniors

rom Central’s
Sl award winning
athletic program
3 ™l sign to differ-
PHOTO BY ARYANNAN ent Universities.

O89% " Prater twins sign
to play for University of lowa. For more
see 19B.

Nearly three years ago, his sister took the late bus, but never came home. Today, Junior Justin Harris uses
In his heart, she is not gone.

her memory to motivate him.

Family copes with loss of daughter

Justin Harris, a junior at Central, and his family worried for months
wondering if their family member, Amber Harris was safe. After learning
the horrible of her death truth nearly two years ago, the family now copes

with the loss of a daughter and sister; learning to live on.

BY MICHELLE RIEGER

- 29, 2005 was one of the most unnerving

ife. His 12-year-

“I just thought she was at a friend’s

p all night because we thought she was going to come

alls Harris.

After tutoring other students after school, the student of
Beveridee Middle School, took the late bus home. The thing is,

she didn't come home.

davs of Justin
old sister, Amber Harris had gone

house or something. We

traight home.

inal police reports said she was not thought to be in any

the missing 12-vear-old g

School bus surveillance tapes showed Harris wiping her facc

off. She wasn't allowed to wear makeup so she was wiping it off

before

she arrived home. This showed that she had every intention

Justin Hlarris found out sh

“We thought she would
bus. We called the school, sl

At first, Harris just I|".:m_
6 p.m. came around and still no sign or call from Amber. The
family looked for her, but had no luck finding her. That was when
the Harris family decided to call the police. The search began for

Continued to
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was missing that day.
1 home because she took the
't there,” said Harris.

s over at a friend’s house.

irl.

=
on Page 3

Eagles Basketball
team takes State,
finishes three-peat

BY PATRICK BREEN

The whole year could be summed-up into one
hyphenated word.

Three-peat.

“When we inbounded the ball,” junior forward Paul
Simms said, “and I saw the time go off the clock, all I could
say was three- peat. Three- -peat. o

The Eagle faithful broke out into eries and yells, and the
bench stormed their starters gathering round each other after
the culmination of another State Title.

A hard fought season and State Tourney leaves the
Eagles with a sweet taste of victory.

“It feels good,” head coach Eric Behrens said.
tough. We began the season with such high expectations, but

“It was

we did it.”

The win over Bellevue West clinched the title. But the
loses earlier in the season, Behrens said, helped the ream
prepare for state.

“The loses were good for us,” he said. “They showed us
our deficiency in areas. We had to fix up a lot of what we
had.”

But looking back on the season, one might not notice the
three loses, but rather the big wins.

The Eagles posted a 25-3 record averaging over 80-
points per game and keeping their opponents below 60.

Not all was in the cards dealt to the l",'.lgh'* at the
beginning of the year. In fact, the Eagles looked like they
were going to have some trouble.

Before the season began, the Eagles lost two major
pl;\:.'crs, Creighton recruit senior Josh Jones and junior Doug
Knickrehm. The Eagles were preseason favorites, but Bellevue
West, which had been to the finals for three straight vears was
looking for their first u set

The ch: lmpmmhi;l-‘l'é'gfn 15 mﬁrﬁ%drmﬁm‘*

;u'lnl&ffhris Griffin, R(:rmtlmn\ﬁ\ T!‘:]ﬂnnc-\ 273% il
Forwards Lorenzo Wilson and Donald Jones lead the team.

Jones, a Creighton recruit, led the team and Class A in
scoring averaging nearly 20 points a game.

“They (the seniors) played well,” Behrens said. “Four were
there last year, and they were all ready to play.”

For the first time since the late 90, a Class A baskerball

Continued to “Three-peat’ on Page 20

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER
Seniors Josh Jones, Chris Griffin, Ronnell
Grixby and Lorenzo Wilson await the beginning
of what would be their State win.

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER
Junior Luke Hawbaker cheers on Obama at
the rally at the Civic. Hawbaker and others are
very involved in the elections of the future.

BY PATRICK BREEN

After so many years being pegged as the “Jazy generation”in politics,
young people are now showing up everywhere.

“We want to make an impact,” senior Elizabeth Rockwell said.
Rockwell is one of the many students at Central trying to make an
impact on the upcoming Presidential Elections.

The youth is spreading.

Besides the younger candidates in various political positions, the
people trying to get them in power are increasingly the more youthful

generation.

The potential of having a say in the future of who leads the
country is all of what voting is about. Many want to know more about
a candidate for president and to even better get to see the candidate in

pt‘r!i()ll‘

When linois senator Barack Obama came to Omaha many went
to see him in person, to learn what he was all about.

That was the case for Central students, senior Ozzie Oneyuku and
junior Luke Hawbaker, who were one of the many students that went to
see Obama speak at the Civic in February.

But these students not only went to watch, they volunteered.

Hawbaker said that rally was exciting and fun.

"There were over 10,000 people in attendance at the rally, and
volunteers were definitely needed. Hawbaker got involved volunteering

“I was basically an usher,” Hawbaker said.

“I just gestured people in

and yelled a bit."

he said.

Hawbaker, a Student Democrat member and former paige to Sen.
Ben Nelson, was amazed by the attendance.
“I didn't even know there were that many Democrats in Nebraska,”

Hawbaker was encouraged by the turnout in a state that hasn't used

its Electoral College votes for a Democrat since John F. Kennedy.

people.”

“(‘There were) all kinds of people,” he said,

“all different. There were

people of all races, all backgrounds, all economic levels. Just a plethora of

‘The students who volunteered, found the experience helpful.
“I loved it,” Hawbaker said. *
there was definitely some real energy there.”

I had seen his speeches before, but

But attending rallies isn't where the student population stops their

for Obama making phone calls and then was told that he could help at

the Civic.
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campaign.

Voter calling.

Basically, the students go to either the Republican or the Democrats
local office and make calls to registered voters to get them out to vote,

‘The calls matter in getting out the knowledge, and candidates value
those who help the cause.

i

participation.
For years, both members of Young Republicans Club and Student
Democrats have done one of the least thought-of important jobs to a

Continued to “Teen Impact’ on Page 2
P i

dividal fashion.

See page11B

Style showcas
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Langston University

Location: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Type: 4-year public

Majors offered in: Business, Education and Behavioral Scicenc-
es, Physical Therapy, Journalism, English, Foreign Languages,
Nursing and health professions, visual arts, Agriculture and ap-
plied sciences, and Science

Application dates: TBA for 2008-2009 school year

Tuskegee University

Location: Tuskegee, Alabama

Type: Four year private

Undergrad enrollment: 2,467 of the student population are
undergrads.

Majors offered in: Aerospace, Environmental Science, Medi-
cal Technology, Veterinary Clinical Sciences, Liberal arts and
education, Business and information, Agriculture, Engineering
and Architecture.

Application dates: March 1 for 2008-2009 school year

Tennessee State University

Location: Nashville, Tennessee

Type: Four year public

Majors offered in: Criminal Justice, Engineering, Liberal Arts
and Sciences, Business, Education, Technology and Computer
sciences, Health services, Public Service and Urban Affairs, Ag-
riculture, Consumer Sciences and Nursing.

Application dates: May 1

University of Kansas

Location: Lawrence, Kansas

Type: Public four year' * LW v e E‘:
Undergrad enrollment: 20,298 of the student palﬁulanon are
undergrads.

Majors offered in: Journalism and Mass communications, Law,
Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing, Architecture and Urban Design,
Business, Education and Social Welfare.

Application dates: April 1

April

3 District Music Contest
Students in music programs will participate in the
district music contest on the third starting at 7 p.m.
1 ~ ACT

Students can take the ACT at several Omaha loca-
tions. Please see the guidence department for more
information.

2 4 2 5 Spring Play
. The drama department is hosting the

spring production, which will be performed
in the Central auditorium at 7p.m.

Spring Recess
Spring break will be from the seventh to the
eleventh. Students and staff are not required
to come to school.

Soccer Districts
Come support your Central soccer team at
districts which will be held at Central at 7

p-m.

29-3

May

~International DECA Competition
The International DECA competition will be held in

Atlanta, Georgia this year.

2008 Prom

Prom is held at Central and begins at 7 p.m. Remem-
ber that underclassmen are not allowed to attend
unless escorted by an upperclassman.

Track and Field Districts
Support the members of track and field by attending

distircts.

1 5 Last day for seniors
Be sure to get your yearbook signatures from your
senior friends before the fifteenth.

T -
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Senior Terrell Mayhue ties blankets that are to be donated to The Linus Project, an organiza-
tion that takes donated blankets to give to children who are seriously ill, or in foster homes or
orphanages. This is the first time Central has donated to the project.

Clothing one students

create, donate blankets

BY ALI HODGE

Students in Clothing 1-2 took a step outside the
classroom to help children in need by donating blankets to the
Linus Project.

Students took two days from their regular routines
to help tie blankets, which were later sent off to the Linus
Project as a donation from Central.

“The idea is that it’s comfort for the children,” said
Linda Milliken, teacher of Clothing, CAD Fashion and Teen
Parenting. “It’s really a neat project.”

Miliken said she found out about the project from a flyer
she received from Bryan High School. They were advamsmg
a quilt day they were going to have to promote donations for
the project.

She checked into it and decided that it was something”
her Clothing 1-2 classes could enjoy, but also feel good about
being a part of while learning something at the same time.

Miliken said all materials her classes used for the
project were donated by herself and a few other teachers. She
showed her class the web site of the National Linus Project
to get them more interested and to excite them about their
contributions. U 38 i

The blankets the classes made were simple tie blankets
made from a fleece fabric. She said she chose this type of
blanket because it was quick, which was important especially
since she set aside only two days to complete the project.

Miliken said most of her students don't have sewing
machines at home, so the classic tie blankets were a good

thing for them to learn since they will now be able to make
them on their own time.

Project Linus is a national organization created in 1995.
It’s goal is to create as many blankets for in need children and
they rely mainly on volunteers and donations.

Despite this, they have an overwhelming support system
and as of December 2007 they had been able to hand out
2,293,340 blankets and have 209 chapters of the organization
all over the country, one being in Omaha.

Blankets donated to Project Linus, whose name is
created after Linus from the popular cartoon Peanuts, are
given to children who are critically injured or ill in the
hospital, foster children, children in orphanages, or other
traumatized children.

Providing these tokens of comfort is their ﬁrst goal, said
the national web site, www.projectlinus.org. Their second goal
is “to provide a rewarding and fun service opportunity for
interested individuals and groups in local communities, for the
benefit of children,” said the web site.

Community involvement is important to the
organization, which is why they have so many chapters around
the country, including in Omaha.

With awareness ofthg Eg’ﬂjcct mcrc‘j.mg, more high
schools are, getting involved. Bryan annually hosts a qun]tmg
day where students can g‘lth-.r to make cp.u]ts and other types
of blankets for the project.

Miliken said she believes the project sends a good
message to her students and is worth the cost of the materials
to donate. She looks forward to continuing on this new
tradition in the future.

Students trying to influence future

Continued from ‘Making Changes’on Page 1

‘The helping doesn't end there.

Students both last year and this year leafletted in hopes
of getting others elected.

Leaf-letting is where the students go around to houses,
usually an entire neighbor, and leave leaf-lets about a
candidates background.

And with a much heated Presidential Primaries in the
Democratic Party, the extra help is always appreciated.

The primary race between Hillary Clinton and Barack
Obama is tightening.

Neither are posed to get the 2,025 delegates needed to
secure the nomination.

And if Florida and Michigan’s votes do not count, it is
guaranteed to leave a dead-lock.

Thus, securing a super-delegate vote at the Democratic

Convention.

On the Republican side of the political divide, John
McCain has won the nomination and awaits news of which
rival will join him in his bid for President of the United
States.

“It will be a great election,” Rockwell said. “There are
some good candidates running.”

Besides the help through the calls and the leaf-lets,
some students will also be able to vote.

“It’s exciting,” she said. “I hope we get a lot of the young
voters out there.”

Once the final debates are over, and the primaries
tallied, these teens may make the biggest difference in the
general election.

For being called the ‘lazy generation, rhcse teens seem
to refute the slander.

With actions rather than words.

Merit finalists await final news

BY PATRICK BREEN

Once one is at this level. It’s hard not to just be over-
anxious.

This year, Central has the honor of holding three of the
nations best scholars. After passing the semi's, these National
Merit Finalist now wait to find out if they have received one
of the top awards in the nation.

“It’s an award where people from the college board look
at your PSAT score, your grades and activities and they decide
if you are one of the top students,” National Merit Finalist
Astrika Wilhelm said.

Wilhelm is one of three seniors to receive the award.
Seniors Benjamin McGuire and Sarah Fcrgusoﬁ also garnish
this title.

As finalist they hope to go through the selection process
and hopefully beat out some of the other 15,000 finalist to
become National Merit Scholars.

The long process began so many months before.

The news came along that the three where nominated as
Semi-finalists.

The students said they were excited to find out.

But than several more months went by before they would
find out about making the cut.

“I found out in the first week of the month,” Wilhelm
said. “I was excited.”

"The amount of time needed to get to this level of
Academic and extracurricular achievement is almost never-
ending.

Last year the school also sent three students to the
finalist stage, but didn't see any make the top National Merit
Scholars.

This year though, it might be different.

The group this year are some of the brightest students
Central has to offer.

For instance, Benjamin McGuire, an extremely
intellectual student is also involved in National Honors

Society where he is one of the leaders.

Astrika Wilhelm is also actively involved in NHS, has
a fantastic G.P.A. and is involved with activities outside of
school.

And Sarah Ferguson might be the most recognizable of
the group.

Ferguson is the only student in Omaha to post a perfect
ACT score of 36, and perfect SAT score of 2400.

But the national competition isn't based only on
academic success.

It’s also based on what you do outside the classroom, in
one’s everyday life.

Whether its volunteering or clubs, or even sports, the
committee wants to know.

All the rigors aren't for nothing though. The students
who made the National Merit Scholar level would receive a
scholarship to help towards college.

Probably a good thing, since all-three are looking to
attend prestigious, and expensive, schools.

National Merit Scholarship Corporation gives out more
than 851 million each year for undergraduate study.

A considerable donated increase from when the group
started in 1955,

In 2007, the group saw over 1.4 million entrants and
inducted only some of the top students from the 16,000 semi-
finalists nation-wide.

Also in 2007, the state of Nebraska sent in over 7,000
entrants and saw only 116 earn the semi-finalist rating.

The grades.

The athletics.

The clubs.

The hardest part may not be maintaining a level head
whiling being so actively involved. It may not be aceing all
the tests, or staying active in your clubs.

It could be the waiting.

“Now, (we) just wait to find out,” Wilhelm said.

And the wait begins.

Teachers take |[if}
leave for ‘new
bundles of joy

BY KIM BUCKLEY

While most of the attention ¢,
media is focused on the rate of teep, {I
who are getting pregnant, it is cley
students are affected when their rey,
becomes pregnant.

Both students and teacher .
this school know that it can pre,,
a challenge when a teacher bu.,“;
pregnant, especially when it gets 1,
third trimester.

Aerobics teacher Meredith Kiyy,|
found out she was pregnant
February.

While she was originally gy,
keep the news a surprise to her sty
until the end of her first trimester, .,
the members of the swim team overly,
her mentioning that she was goin, J
have a baby. {

She decided to tell her studenrs
news of her pregnancy sooner thn ¢§
had planned to.

When she heard the news Kiny J
said she was happy, very excited ,
relieved because this was the -
invetro she has had. Kinman hud
trying for about the last three veur
get pregnant. g

She said when she told her e
classes they were excited about the ;
because they knew that their teachr i §
been going through fertility tre.
and that she had been trying to hucn
pregnant for a long time.

While it is common for woren f
take maternity leave from work, cxp:
fathers are able to take a paternin L,
after their baby is born,

Math teacher Brett Larson 1}
week and a half off earlier in t!
when his wife was pregnant. Ay
three years ago Larson took two we
paternity leave for the same reason

“It’s hard on the students,” h

Larson tried to remedy
problem by planning in advance [
taking that leave. He said he made I«
plans and looked over the notes o th
were detailed enough so the sub o
help out the students.

Larson said being gone thur i,
was especially hard on the iy
level math classes he taught. He !
difficulties finding a sub to help cxpli
the material to his students.

Larson said the hardest purr
knowing that his stadenits'were goin
be affected by his absence'dnd coili!
struggling with the material.

Larson said it was a chall
to keep the students up to speed v
the material and learning while h:
gone.

At this point in time Kinmar s
her pregnancy doesn't affect the stu.len:
that she has.

However,
different story.

At the beginning of next v
Kinman will have to take time oft' |
and after labor and be on mat
leave.

A sub will have to watch over :
classes until Kinman returns. get

Larson said he believed that i v ™¢
very important for him and the famil ye)
take that time off after his children v
born because it was taking the rime
get to know and welcome the newe
member of the family.

While Larson had to help take cirl
of his newborn children, he also hadt
take care of his wife.

He said it was difficult trying
balance those different parts of his

Even coming back after pater
leave, Larson said, was difficult.

He said that he tries to get wo
done at school so when he’s at home hifl
time for his family. '

While it means having to sty !
little bit later on some days, Larson
he tries not to grade papers or make b
lesson plans at home.

“It’s a give and take,” Larson said

Kinman said the hardest p.er o
being pregnant so far has been taking 2
of the medications and taking shots.

Right now she has not had an
morning sickness.

Kinman said at this point in tim¢
she’s mainly been trying to concentrit
on eating healthy and not gaining ™
much weight during pregnancy.

All of Kinman's sister have hi
a kid and Kinman said she’s excited ©
have kids alongside her sisters.

She said she is also excited to W
have a child as well as start a family anf
start a new phase of her life.

back

next year will
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BY PATRICK BREEN

The team had prepared for this very moment for over nine
1011{}!5.

‘They had studied rigorously trying to topple the giants that had
owned themselves king a year before.

And the Central Academic Decathalon team was close. From just
year before down 10,000 points. They closed the gap to 3,000, A
hakeable margin in which the team, with lots of effort might be able to
yercome.

But the Central Eagles’ Aca Deca team fell short just a few
pousand points of where they wanted to be.

“If this was the score we had last year,” coach Vicki Deniston-
ced said, “we would've won (it before).”

Aca Deca is a class that chooses some of its brightest to compete
o the team. Individuals study certain subjects, this year being the
'ivil War, and then become prepared to test over anything and

scorer in the state.

But Central saw some of its own amazing scores. Seniors Kevin
Mitchell, Ellen Danford, and Emma Philips took home metals to keep
the meet close.

“I think we had a good year,” senior Benjamin Thomas said.
“Everyone hopes to win, but it didn't happen this year.”

Despite the loss, the Eagles created a successful year on the strong
senior leadership of most of the members. The teams consisted of 10
seniors and one junior.

The competition started on Fri. with the Speech and Impromptu
tasks, and concluded on Saturday morning with the tests on everything
from Language and Literature to Art.

All sections, the Eagles did well in,

The top scorer from Central was senior Ellen Danford who placed
third overall for the entire state in the Honors division. Another
stand-out senior Emma Philips won a slew of metals taking home
third overall for the varsity division.

<JAca Deca team takes third at State Competiti

Come

pok af i

vervthing they learned.
The competition was very tough this year and Deniston-Reed said
hat all team performed well.

Ihe Aca Deca team finished third in State for the second Reed said.
traight year, as the Omaha Burke Bulldogs took home the State To wind down the year, the team will be preparing for an
“hampionship for its second consecutive title. Economics Challenge.

Creighton Prep took home the second place trophy with the top

As for next year, the team looks to returning starter junior Paul
Fey and some young talent.
“We have some extremely strong talent for next year,” Deniston-

After all, there is no rest in the world of learning.

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER

Senior Ben McGuire was one of the many Aca Deca students to take home m?dals.
Although the team finished third overall, the team was proud of their accomplishments.

eens honored for leadership at Central, in community

BY CAITLIN RICHARDSON

In 2008, three participants of the Youth Leadership of Omaha at Creighton
liversity with the AIM institute, were selected from Omaha Central. Sophomores
\lexandria Tran, Stephon Washington, and Peter Bock received a phone call and
vritten information about their selection.

‘The program focuses on community knowledge, leadership skills, career and
lunteer opportunities with a class of forty students across the metro area.

Starting on January 25 after school was an opening retreat. On February 12, an
Ymiaha Growth and Development Bus Tour unit started. March 12 was a Justice
sovernment topic. Health and Human Services started on March 27. And on
Ypril 11 and 12 was a Closing retreat and on May 5 was their graduation.
Washington, talks about his winnings for the Youth Leadership Program.

“I really didn't think it was going to be too fun because I don't really like to
fo anything. I'm just so lazy and I want to sleep all the time,” he said. “But once 1
wed, it was a lot cooler than I thought.”

Washington was interviewed right before winter break. He was asked about
cudership and why he thought he was a good leader.

“1 just want people to succeed. And if they can't do the things I can, I really
vant to help them,” Washington said.

Washington’s grandmother was the first one who told him about the award. In
the program, students learn about different cultures and how businesses work. Being
in this program can help with the student’s carcer paths. Washington says that he
really wants to be a computer technologist, if football isn't in the cards for him.

“I want to go to college, but somewhere warm.” Washington really wants to
attend college in Miami or California.

Washington has made many friends from different schools participating in this
event from schools such as Bryan, Millard North, Omaha North, Papillion-Lavista,
and Bennington. Washington is also really good friends with Peter Bock, another
Youth Leadership winner.

Bock talks about his reward on this leadership program.

“At first, my English teacher gave our entire class an application form for this
program. I threw it on my mom’s desk when I got home, and she really encouraged

me to apply. She said that it would be a great opportunity and I could really benefit.”

After Bock was one of the finalists, he said his family was very proud and was
very excited. The face to face interviews consisted of general questions such as, major
goals in life, and leading other people.

“They asked me if I could be anywhere in the whole world for a day, and 1
chose Memorial Stadium in Lincoln, at a Nebraska game.” The students had their
first meeting on January 25. “The first event we went to was kind of like an ice

breaker. We got to know each other and it broke the awkward silences. It was at a
cabin in Gretna at the 4H center.” Bock has also made many friends in the orga-
nization as well as Washington. Besides being a Future Leader of America, Bock
enjoys playing video games, and hanging out with his friends. He is also on the
Junior Varsity Baseball team at Central. The last youth leadership winner at Central
is Alexandria Tran.

Alexandria Tran is a Sophomore like the two other boys.

“Well, my favorite part would have to be learning about Omaha, and that I
have met so many new people. Like I can say, ‘I know people from Millard North'
and stuff like that. There are just so many branches, I know so many people from
different schools.” According to the three participants, meeting new people and
making friends is one of the best parts about Youth Leadership. “I really hate miss-
ing school.

“Like, especially during mid-terms, it’s very hard to cateh up on school work,
that would probably be the hardest and my least favorite thing about it.” Tran says
about the program.

The Youth Leadership program is an amazing opputunity to learn about
Omaha and to interact with other people in the Metropolitan area. Bock, Washing-

ton, and Tran all say that Youth Leadership has been a great expirience.

Harris remembers his sister, good times

Continued from “Teen Struggles’ on Page 1

The search for Amber Harris was a long, strenuous task. The community of
'maha came together to search for the missing girl.

“Day by day I just wondered if she’s alive or close or safe. My mind was
verywhere from one extreme to the next,” said Melissa Harris.

Melissa Harris, Amber and Justin’s mother, believed the city of Omaha and
specially the news media responded very well to the situation. At one point in the
search for Amber, 333 volunteers showed up to help the Klaaskids Foundation look
or any signs of the missing girl.

In May 2006, after nearly six months of scouring through the city of Omaha,
olice found human remains in Hummel Park. DNA testing and an autopsy later
i lentified the remains as belonging to Amber Harris.

According to KETV.com, Harris died of blunt force trauma. “The worst part
vas wondering how anyone could hurt her and why they would hurt her,” said
\lelissa.

Justin tries not to dwell on it.

“Sometimes I just have to accept it because 1 know she’s in a better place,”
wid Justin.

Justin describes his relationship with Amber as close. They had many things in
common including their short-tempered behavior and quirky laughs.

“We were the closest, we had the same attitudes. We had a lot of things in
common. We'd always crack jokes. We always got along,” reminisced Justin.

Melissa also said they were very close. Her favorite memory of them
together was when they would laugh and talk before they went to bed. Justin also
emembers when they all, as a family, went to Ocean’s of Fun together. He said it
was just a relief to go on vacation with his whole family.

Remembering the irreplaceable memories is what helps both Justin and
Melissa to help cope with their grief.
“I try not to let it get to me. I just try to think of the good memories. I know
I can't do anything to make her come back. I just try to think the best of her,” said
Justin.

Justin also said that talking with his mother helps him deal with his grief.
He said his mom was the one to have her, so she really knew what he was going
through. . .

“I talk to my mom about it. She helps me out the most. She knows what it
feels like,” said Justin.

“Justin and I have always been close. He does confide in me about how he
feels about things now,” said Melissa.

Melissa Harris said their whole family has gone to counseling.

“Everybody deals with the loss in their own way and it takes a lot of family
support,” explained Melissa. “Normally you would think a family that has lost a
child would bring a family closer together, but in actuality it can also tear them
apart.”

Justin said one of the qualities that Amber had that made her so special was
her singing voice. Justin's Myspace page reflects his love for her.

“She had a good voice. She could sing really well. She was the best little sister
I ever had,” said Justin.

Justin still has a place for her in his heart.

“I lost my little sister. Still to this day I can’t believe she’s gone. But she’s still
in my heart,” Justin said.

Justin and his family were able to answer some questions when Roy Ellis,

a resident of the neighborhood she was last seen in, was charged with the sexual
assault and murder of Amber Harris.

H

education for only $110 per credit hour for on-
campus undergraduate courses and $157 per
credit hour for online undergraduate courses.

That’s how we roll.

Peou

Nebraska's First and Fastest Growing College « Established in 1867 ¢ Peru,

e lives blue and so can you. Get a top-notch

Stfe. Collede

d more info visit:

.edu

For course lists an

www.peru

Nebraska * Member Institution of the Nebraska State College System ﬂ

&



4A

The Register | News | Thursday 3.27.2( |
——

PHOTO BY MICHELLE RIEGER/ REGISTER

Junior Alyssa Bell practices her violin in her living room. When her parents found out she was deaf they were
worried she wouldn’t be able to enjoy or play music. She has now been playing the violin for nine years.

Lack of hearing doesn’t slow student

BY MICHELLE RIEGER

At first glance one would never guess she was partially deaf.
Her schedule consists of three honors and one AP class. THer GPA
is steadily standing at a 3.5, She plays volleyball in the fall, club volleyball

in the winter and tennis in the spring. Every other sport one can think of,

she plays in the summer. This includes soceer, more tennis, more vollevball
and basketball,

“I've been partially deaf ever since 1 was born,” said junior .-\|)'a~i;1
Bell.

Bell's parents did not initially know she was deafl She was diagnosed
when she was 16 months.

“lhey knew something was wrong with me, but they didn’t know
what,” explained Bell.

IILT [1.“’(’!]?* 1]l\[i\'l'i[ &i]l_' ‘.\'.1‘\!]‘! I'L'*[Ti\llili[lj_{. \\'}IL'[l [IH.'_\ \\'HII]\] \-\".1”'{

parents: and peers.

“My parents got a lot of good help. They've always had instructors
helping them or telling them what to do. We moved to Omaha to get
better schooling,” said \]} ssa Bell.

Because Bell is partially deaf she needs hearing aids.

“I never really thought of myself as different. I didn't really realize
other kids weren't wearing hearing aids,” Bell remarked.

Bell said classmates weren't really mean to her. She has always been
the most talkative compared to the rest of her classmates.

“Yeah T was pretty loud actually,” added Bell.

Despite the fact that she was loud, she had trouble understanding
what people were saying.

“It wouldn't come to me as fast. Like if someone was telling me not to
do something it would be twice as hard for them to actually teach me that
it was wrong,” explained Bell.

into a room, say her name and she wouldn't turn around.
said Adina Bell.

Bell started school at an c.!r[l\' age; she was two vears old. She had

“She had no idea | was there,”

to go through ‘%IIL‘\'i:ii schooling to teach

her to communicate with her

One wouldn't think her lack of hearing abilities has held her back.
She has excelled in academics and athletics.

Bell adds, “Yeah it’s always going to hold me back. Even with hearing
aids I'm not going to receive all the information a regular person can.”

Poet CNICouUragcs é_t_uaents to write CVery day

BY KIM BUCKLEY

n March H],|u'(\!-t;<siu1n.li puet and author
Naomi Shihab Nye spoke to a roomful of stu
dents in the library as a part of a book tour she
is doing.

She spoke abour her experiences as a writ
er and how they have changed her. She read a
couple of the poems she has written and then
tonk |]1|.L'~lit1r1~ trom the students g,l!hvl'n'd o
hear her.

Librarian Sue Devlin said she arranged for
Nye to speak at the school through the Book-
worm in Countryside Village and the Metro
Reading Counsel.

“I felt she was very approachable and she
had a lot of energy and enthusiasm for what she
does,” she said.

\\{ Wils i ll“[t |'rlt(' ;Il']"l\"ll'l_ﬁ‘ l‘(_‘l".ll]?i{' .\hl'
had just come from speaking at South [Tigh and

Go to wwwhnolimitsnebraskacom

had lunch there. Earlier in the day she spoke to
students at Bryau.,

She told rhe'stadents she when she saw the
school she was excited because it looked legal
and it caught her eve,

While this was the poet's first time in Ne-
braska, she told the students she has wanted to
visit the state for a long time.

Growing up, .\;_\'t' said she was interested in
what people thought in different countries. She
said she then wanted to find poems that appeal
to teenage readers.

“One thing 1 learned carly on was there

were many different ‘-[_\'1{'\' (:1’|n1¢t;~};" she said.

\'_\'t' lIl‘IL",'L‘(l the students to use the libraries
to the maximum and to write atleast three sen-
tences in a notebook each day.

“I think she (Nye) inspired students to
write every day,” Devlin said.

Nye has written anything from prose and

and register.
Yeah It's that simple

short stories to essays and stories geared towards
teens.

‘The poet also talked about her experiences
in the Middle East. She said when she lived
there she saw the hospitality the people had
there and it’s sad that it is not the main image of
the Middle East that is expressed in the media.

Perhaps the most famous poem Nye is
known for is “A Letter To Terrorists.” The poem
has been translated in Arabic, and Nye said she
believed it has a large life on the Internet.

She told the students she wrote the letter
after Sept. 11, 2001 because she felt sorry for
those Middle Easterns who would be stereo-
typed because of the attack. As the daughter
of a Middle Eastern father, Nye said she felt so
strongly about the issue that she felt she wouldn’t
do it justice without expressing her feelings.

However, she said, at times it's helpful to
stand back from your experiences.

While youre there, find out who's
spending $75.8 mitlion to own you

Stress Club reaches out to teen;

.lppmprx.ll‘t.

When they pitched the idea of tl
Rackliffe, who they said shoulc hpmnmr it
she taught the game to them, she said she
refuse.

‘The club is designed as a way for stude;.

BY ALl HODGE

“The ongma] concept came from a card game
called ‘Stress,” said technology Jodi Rackliffe,
sponsor of Central’s newest club, Stress Club.

This might be a surprise as it is looked upon
as a club that teaches kids to release their stress, but
in actuality, it something far more entertaining.

Rackliffe said during her lunch duty she
noticed a group of kids at one of the lunch tables
playing card games. It was obvious they loved to do
this since it was what they did wcr)d.z‘,

She said they were always playing Speed, so
she offered to teach them a new game.

The students, most whom she has in her
classes, were all up for the idea and eventually
learned to love the new game she taught them
called ‘Stress.’

Stress is a game with the set up of Soli-
taire, the pace of Speed, and an ending similar to
Spoons. At least three decks of cards are needed.

In their individual hand, each person sets up
six piles, like in Solitaire and puts a stack of cards
in the middle of the game circle. The goal of the
game is to lose your cards, then at the cnd grab the
smallest pile.

Everyday, Rackliffe said, she saw them start
to play Stress rather than Speed. They loved it so
much they decided to start a club being as they
thought it could benefit other students as well.

It was true that card games relieved stress
and they the pun off of the name of the game was

0000800

EDUCATION SERVICES

meet new people, relieve stress, and learn a0y,
past time that is entertaining.

It is already formed from a group of g
friends, freshmen Molly McVay, Emily No|
Sara Dann, Faith Snyder, September Symen
sophomore Matthew Kohler. All of which <
same lunch table and play cards together ¢

They are welcoming to new people, R
said. And they are passionate to start the cli
make it fun for others who want to learn 1l
and love to play cards.

“They really took charge,” said Racklifi
were klmil the fmht wtors in the teaching
of the card game.”

Rackliffe said in the first meeting tha
divided the participants up into two group
group for people who didn't know how to
game, and one group for students who did

In the one meeting they've had so far,
eryone seemed to have a good time, she suid
Stress Club has only had one meeting as o1
20th.

"They plan on meeting every Monday |
329 from 3:00 to 4:00.

“It’s fun,” said Rackliffe. “And it’s a wi
release stress in a competitive, fast paced w.
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BY PATRICK BREEN

rhat I'll'.lk{.' d l;lrgc iT'I]P;lLT.
1 plethora of ideas.

L entral realize the differences and embrace them.
“We want to educate people,” Lomneth said.

| ir school.”

The other senior copresident, Rachel

er|

club orchestrated a “Mix it up week.”

Central High School is the most diverse school in the state. With over 2,400 students,
@ v with different backgrounds, the school is the melting-pot and poster child for OPS,
| \nd one of the groups that celebrates this school’s unique population is a small group of

D.R.E.A.M. Club is an organization that celebrates the multitude of races and ethnicities
1 'the Big C"has to offer. Formerly known as Social Diversity Club, the club meets often to

D.R.E.A.M. stands for Diversity, Respect, Equality, Acceptance Movement.
Copresident, senior Phil Lomneth said that groups main purpose is to help the students

“We want to create a respectful atmosphere
Farhar and Amy Wall.

And the goal is something they have worked hard to accomplish.
This year the group has been very active doing several school activities and workshops.

; PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER

enior co-President of D.R.E.A.M. Club carries in senior Michael Lynch from outside. The group is a new one, with a relaxed atmosphere that
opes to bring social diversity to the fore-front and show off

Dream Club shows off Central’s diverse student

“The goal was to get kids involved,” Lomneth said.
‘The group meets every other Thursday and has a range of members. For the events like

extremely active members.

Another event the club got students involved in was “Inclusity.”
most of the members were involved in.
“It was a great experience for everyone,” he said.

the planning of “Mix it up Week,” the club would see around 15-20 members. For regular
meetings though, Lomneth said it would be a little smaller with mostly the copresident and

This is something that

“Inclusity” was a event in which the students learned about different discrimination and

“isms.”

“It educated everyone about the use of ‘isms’and how they hurt society,” Lomneth said.

“Classism, sexism, racism, everything.”

And what'’s the best part about this club designed to make Central a better place?
“The best part,” Lomneth said.

“I think the work we do in the school. It's meaningful.

We want to be really proud of our school.”

And the impact they make is a big one.
Although the copresident and the bulk of members are seniors, Lomneth hopes the club

will continue to be active for years to come.

bcience Olympiad performs well at compet1t1ons

BY PATRICK BREEN

There aren’t any pole-vaulters or down-hill skiers in these
mpetitions. But that doesnt mean the competition was any
5 fierce.

; For the second time in the school year, Central’s Science
vmpiad team competed in the scientific form of the
vmpics.

“We performed well,” coach and E-Science teacher Jeff
redrickson said. “(We) took home seven out of a possible 12
dals.” )
The events took place at the Henry Doorly Zoo, and the
dents participated in the events.
While team members joked about mutant penguins, the
i performed quite well.
The team members mostly came from the E-science class
| the Science Olympiad club after school.
E-science is a class built mainly around experimentation

il testing. The class prepares the students for the

mpetitions, and makes them easier to do, while under

ressure.
In the competitions, students pair up and compete in

different categories from boomilever to destruct and rebuild
with instruction tests.

To some this may sound easy, but the tests were harder
than one would think.

“It was some tricky stuff,” sophomore Olympian Josh
Hackett said.

In the latter competition, team members are separated
into separate rooms and then one takes apart something and
writes instructions so that the team member in the other
room could put it back together.

The one team to do it the fastest wins.

Hackett preformed well with senior Jomarcell Nguyen in
that competition, and also did well in the boomilever, which is
based on holding weight with a little product as possible.

The class allows the students to prepare for these
competitions.

“It gives you the time to do all the stuff,” Fredrickson
said. “Even other competitions like C.S.1, Physics and
Chemistry Field Day.

The Science Olympiad was a success for the students and
the added wins will bring more members for the next school
year.

PHOTO BY PATRICK BEEN! REGISTER
Senior Jomarcell Nguyen, a member of Science
Olympiad, lights up some chemicals in E-science.

| We've been tested.
Have you?

Did you know that roughly 70%
of individuals diagnosed with
Chlamydia and Gonorrhea in
Douglas County are between
the ages of 15 to 24?

Don’t you think it’s
time to be tested?

Call the STD Hotline at

1-800-782-2437

for local clinic information.

Or visit:
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Credit cards prove
to be tiresom,
dangerous to teens

BY MICHELLE RIEGER

‘This little piece of plastic can either save you or rob you
of all your money. It’s called a credit card.

Credit and debit cards are now so widely used by
Americans used that anything from vending machines to gas
pumps accept them.

According to an MSN money report, about 51 percent
of Americans own two or more credit cards. In a research
study by Demos, people between the ages of 18 and 24 saw 2
104 percent rise in credit card debt between 1992 to 2001.

Thirty-one percent of high school seniors use a credit
card according to a 2005 study by Jump$tart Coalition for
Financial Literacy.

A survey by Junior Achievement WorldWide found that
five percent of 13-14 year olds have a credit card.

Now teens are getting credit cards and into debt.

Junior Andrew Pauba is one of those teens.

He decided to get a credit card in November because he
had a job.

Most parents would probably not want their children to
have a credit card at such a young age. But Pauba’s parents felt
differently.

“They wanted me to have one in case of emergencies”,
Pauba explained.

He said it is a lot of responsibility because it’s so easy just
to buy anything. Like most other Americans with credit cards,
Pauba said it will probably end up hurting him in the future.
He explains his spending habits as ‘bad’.

“I mostly spend my money on food”, said Pauba.

American consumers spent about $51 billion on fast food
alone in 2006 according to carddata.com. This is compared to
$33.2 billion only one year earlier.

These ‘bad’ spending habits can lead to much distress and
headache in one’s future.

Junior Haleigh Tomasek got a debir card over the
summer.

“I feel better about using a debit card rather than a credit
card because I know that the money is already being used
and 1 don't have to worry about paying the bill later on”, said
Tomasek.

Tomasek said she feels safe using a debit card. She said
it teaches her to manage her money pretty well. She said she
constantly checks to balance in her account so she doesnt go
OVEr.

“My mom works with credit and debit card machines
and she knows what goes on so my parents knew it was safer
to have a debit card rather than a credit card”, explained
Tomasek.

However there are still dangers to using a debit card.
There can be resulting fees and overdrafts. And putting the
lost money back into an account can be stressful and difficult.

There are even more dangers in using a credit card. The
user can use it anytime they want.

Tomasek plans on getting a credit card when she heads
off to college.

“I plan on getting one when I go to college in case of
emergencies. | plan on going out of state and if there were
something to come up, I could use it,” explained Tomasek.

Teens are now using the plastic money more than ever.

CHEETA club
host pet food drive

BY WYNTER DAVIS

The Central high Cheeta club recently had a Pet Food
Drive for the Emergency Red Cross food pet pantry to help
abandon animals,

“1t’s when a family has a disaster like tornados, their
house burns down, or something would get flooded. They
don’t have enough money to feed their pets and don’t want to
abandon them,” said Cat Kennedy, sponsor of Cheeta club.

People could have brought cans or bags of dog and cat
food. The club dealt with a vast majority of pets mainly stuck
to dogs and cats. They didn't get into any exotic animals.

Kennedy said that the drive lasted for most of the month
of February.

‘The purpose of this club is to raise awareness of animal’s
issues and get a spirit of service and volunteerism.

There are 15 members who have signed up for Cheeta
club. This years officers are, junior, Nadia Al- Absy and junior,
Stephanie Palmer. The club meets in room 247 after school on
the third Tuesday of each month.

The club doesn'’t focus on doing the same activity every
year. They try to do one kind of assistants to animals. But they
have done the Food Drive a view years back.

Kennedy said one year they've done a drive to help the
animal victims of Hurricane Katrina. Similar to the Pet Food
drive.

Next on their agenda on March 29, they will be having a
Vegetarian Chef Guest Speaker come and meet with the club.

He will come and talk to the club about the importance
and values of being a vegetarian. How dishes without meat
can still be nutritious.

Then on April 5*, the Cheeta club, on Saturday field trip
to No- Kill Shelter Hearts United in Auburn, Nebraska.

The shelter deals with not putting animals done and
keeping them until they can find a good adoptive home and
shelter from the cold winters.

Teens have chance to
land job at job fair

Teens have a chance to land a great job at an upcoming
job fair. It will be held at Omaha Public Library’s W. Clarke
Swanson Branch on April 7, 2008. This is located on 9101 W.
Dodge Rd. It will run from 12-5p.m..

Omaha Public Library’s Third Annual Teen Job Fair is
for teens ages 16-19.

Teens should dress as they would to a normal interview.
‘They should also bring a black pen, their Social Security
number, names addresses and phone numbers of their school,
former employers and at least three references.

Employers from all over Omaha will be there accepting
applications. These companies include: Omaha Scheel’s All
Sports, Omaha and Papillion Hy-Vee Stores, Culver’s,Shopko,
UPS, YWCA Omaha, Gallup, Omaha Steaks, Great Escape
Theatres Omaha 16 and many more.

For more information teens can visit omahapubliclibrary.
org for more information regarding this event.
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