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tudents help save lives by
articipating in annual blood
e

M Students participate in the annual
pod drive held at Central, The event
S« highly publicised and students were

BRI ;< o take action in saving lives. For
It ‘ ore see 2A.

| ollege Corner

With college coming up for

any juniors and seniors, details are
iportant. Take a quick look at some
cts on this issue’s feature colleges. For

ore see 2A.

d

| eet the candidates...

P e

gt The Register
offers quick facts on
2008’s presidential
candidates to better
prepare America's

| OTO COURTESY OF FOX youngest voters. For
more see 3A.

d

opinion

d, A
@ Cchools adapt new policy
nfair to students

With schools
asrass the country
adapting a new
grading policy
that sets a new
standard as to
what failing
entails, students
who put effort
into their school
work wonder
how this is fair.
See how this
_ new idea is far
from benifical
to students. For
more see 7A.

i registration

RTOON BY ANITA HODGE
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ormer drama teacher
ecalls fond memories of 7
eaching at Central

When she applied to work at
‘entral, she wanted to teach ESL.
lowever, she accepted the job as drama
acher just for the chance to teach at

er high school. For more see 12B.

\umnus donates $70,000
Rose Theatre

Viewers at the ever-famous Rose
heatre can now enjoy the same dark
ary ceiling thanks to a generation
onation from a Central alumnus. For
ore see 14B.

sports
befense lifts Eagles past the
-Birds

& 4

The
Eagles took on
their rivals, the
Bellevue T-
birds to avenge
a loss in the
Metro Holiday
Tourney. For
more see 17B.

The good side

INn Her Shoes

Freshman Alyo
Beasley mas
the art of dance
I.' )t _.‘1’ ne } 1€
learned how to

ride a bike,

See page 11B

.

School vs. Legislature
as well as the bad when
it comes to schools and the law.

See page 8A, 9A

NATIONAL PACEMAKER AWARD WINNER

Teens could tip scales in electiohs

‘V]th clect]on season in ﬁ[]l ge‘n pol]t]c]qng presidential election in 2004 saw a 11-percent voting rate increase

among those are 18-24.

are realizing the impact that ‘Generation
X" might have. How could these uncharted e
the ]'mmi

demographics change the way of the game? But go onto Facchook or
. .\I'\"\]‘;I\

¢ and you'll see groups for
BY PATRICK BREEN or against certain candidates.

Barack Obama has scen large

hip. And

mer ¢ alre |.|\ dec ulm \l']!l.\ thev want to be their leader. old vorters, and  his [-_'\'|1||'n]t1-:.“.

me nex ear \IHLH\ a will be \111\.“ new !L i i T 'ﬂl]"}\ﬂﬂ |-|'::|[J the 1ll'|Ll('1' 30 I\'L'.iT

Jut something new has l|:1|'|_5gud the way the politicians are taking are obvious.  Take the Facebook,

Myspace and technological world

to the stage,

In the first caucus of the vear in lowa, the nation watched as teens to his \‘.lmpdil-_'\u.

placed a pin on their chest and voiced their support.
\ccording to the United States Census Burean (USCB) the last

Students
attend
rally for

Obama

BY KIM BUCKLEY

People from around the city and the
state flocked to hear Illinois Sen. Barack
Obama at a rally on Feb. 7, a couple of
days before the Nebraska caucus on Feb.
i

The doors opened fifteen minutes
earlier than the scheduled time of 3:30
p.m. at the Civic Auditorium. Many
supporters in the crowd were holding
signs with Obama’s campaign slogan
“Change We Can Believe In”, as well as
American flags and clappers.

Before the rally, music played and
chants of “Obama” were heard. The
people in the crowded auditorium did
the wave a few times.

Nebraska Sen. Ben Nelson, who

And this vear the politicians are taking note of this yow
generation. Flip on the television, and see the ads that get striaght to

came to endorse Obama, said he was
surprised at the number of people that
flocked to the Civic Auditorium. He
added that whenever there are political
rallies the hope is that the room is small.

While Nelson said the large
auditorium initially worried him, he felt
that supporters were enthusiastic, which
made the large auditorium seem small.

The Nebraska senator said he
endorsed Obama because he felt Obama
was a candidate who reached across the
aisle. He also said he liked Obama's
speech after winning the lowa caucus
since it was about bringing people and
the country together.

The crowd grew excited when the
band “Bright Eyes” performed three
songs before Obama spoke.

“Are you excited?” the lead singer
Conor Oberst asked the crowd. “Saturday
is the day when we nominate Barack
Obama!”

After a song, Oberst asked the
crowd if they were ready to watch
Obama speak. He added he has seen it
and hearing Obama speak was amazing.

While the doors opened early, the
crowd had to wait over two hours before
Obama came to speak. Both Omaha
Mayor Mike Fahey and lowan Governor
Chet Culver spoke to crowd, both of
who urged Nebraskans to caucus. Sen.
Nelson then introduced Obama.

Obama first thanked Mayor Fahey
for his hospitality as well as Nelson
and Culver and called the crowd
extraordinary.

He opened his speech by saying it
has been a year since he announced his
candidacy and there were some people
who said he was relatively young and
could afford to wait before running
for president. He then said he was not

Political anylists like Tim Russert are saving that the younger

Continued to 'ELECTION on Page 3A

running on a gambit.
“I am running because of what Dr.

Continued to ‘RALLY’ on Page 3A

BY KIM BUCKLEY

Nine people dead and others
wounded.

That was the terrible aftermath
of a six-minute mass shooting in the
Von Maur store of Westroads Mall.

The shooter was 19-year-old

suicide after killing eight people and
wounding others.

In a statement to the Associated
Press, Hawkins' family wrote, “The
Hawkins family extends its sincerest
condolences to all those impacted
by this senseless and horrible event.
While no words can ease the pain and

PHOTO BY ALI HODGE/HEGISTER
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Hundreds of Omahans paid their respects to the nine killed in December’s shooting at Von
Maur by placing ﬂowers, sngns candles and cards at the entrance of the hulldlng

Robert Hawkins, who committed °

grief, our family prays that at some
time, in some way, our community
can be healed in the aftermath of this
terrible tragedy.”

That afternoon left the citizens
of Omaha and the entire state
shocked and devastated that such a
thing could ever happen.

The incident had the community
wondering about gun control and the
issue of depression.

For senior Elizabeth Erikson,
the shooting at Von Maur happened
on her birthday. Erikson, who works
at the mall, was just getting into the
mall between Dick’s Sporting Goods
and JC Penneys when the shooting

Con

Another

The Regis
Central's

Deadly shooting shocks teens

was happening. She walked into the
door and saw 25 policemen lining up
and yelling, “Get down! Get down!”

Erikson said she dropped to the
ground scared because she believed
there was a man with a rifle in JC
Penneys. She said she just laid on
the ground for about five minutes,
bawling and hysterical, before
looking out of motioning for a cop to
come and get her.

The cop took Erikson outside,
and drove her to her car. She said she
had to wait about an hour and a half
in the parking lot so the police could
search the cars to ensure safety.

Senior Jareila Williams said

tinued to ‘SHOOTING’ on Page 2A

B|g Win
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state football win.

See page 20B
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Sarah Lawrence College

Location: Bronxville, New York
Type: Liberal arts four year

Undergrad enrollment: 1,391 of the student population are un-

dergrads. '

Majors offered in: Biology, writing, visual arts, foreign language,

law, medicine, dance and business.

Application dates: May 1

Bates College

Location: Lewiston, Maine
Type: Liberal'arts four year

Enrollment: 1,699 of the student population are full time stu-

dents.

Majors offered in: Biology, visual arts, foreign language, law,
medicine, agriculture, economics, philosophy, history, Russian,

Japanese, Chinese, dance and business.
Application dates: January 1

University of Florida

Location: Gainesville, Florida
Type: Liberal arts four year

Enrollment: 1,699 of the student population are full time stu-

dents.

Majors offered in: Biology, visual arts, foreign language, law,
medicine, agriculture, economics, philosophy, history, Russian,

Japanese, Chinese dance and business.
Application dates: January 1

Nebraska Wesleyan University

Location: Lincoln, Nebraska
Type: Private Liberal Arts

Enrollment: 1,864 of the student population are full time stu-

dents.

Majors offered in: Busniess, Education, Health Profession,

Parks and Recreation, Psychology, Biology, English, Visual and
Performing Arts
Application dates: August 15

CALENDAR

January

2 1 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
No school for students and faculty.

Metro Conference held in Lincoln, NE for

all DECA members

Scrapbooking Day

Central High School will be hosting a scrapbooking
event from 9am to 6pm. Cost is $25 a person.

S.A.T.

Interested students may take the S.A.T. at several
Omabha locations.

DECA Metro Conference

President’s Day

February
1 "2 The 94th annual Roadshow will be held in the
auditiorium. -
9 All Omaha Public Schools join in a city wide concert
at the TAC building.
High school wrestlers gather at Qwest
Center for state wide tournament.
1 8 No school for students or faculty.
l 9 Planning/Inservice Teacher Work Day
No school for students.

Roadshow
All City Music Festival
1 4_ 1 6 State Wrestling Tournament .
28 D Q Girl’s State Basketball

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER

A bus parked outside Seemann Stadium gave students a chance to make a difference just
by giving some blood. Many students participated and saved lives.

Blood drive: a success

BY ANGELICA GENOVESI

“The actual process is quite simple and quick,” said

techniques dealing with the blood.

difference by possibly saving a life.

300 lives could be saved.

opportunity to donate.

blood.

is complete.

Continued from

‘Shooting’ on page 1A

when she found out about the Von
Maur shootings she felt sympathy for
the families because a lot of people
died.

Westroads Mall reopened on
Dec. 8, though the Von Maur store still
remained closed.

Erikson worked the day the mall
reopened, and said she felt very safe
and comfortable at the mall because it
had a lot of security.

A lot of support has been given
to the victims of the families and
their families, including a fund. The
donations raised by the fund reached
$843,000. A memorial included eight
wreaths was placed outside of the steps
" of the store to remember the victims.

BY WYNTER DAVIS

Central High School Student
Council members invited other York
High Student Council members over
to experience a day at Central High.

This was an opportunity for the
members to visit, share, compare and
contrast their school environment with
another school in the state. Students
were also able to sce Central's leadership
roles and quality around the school.

“The members were chosen by
good attendance, participation in the
student council sponsor activities,” said
Student Council sponsor Judy Storm.

The whole purpose was to show
leadership and diversity here at Central.
Each member had to pick from 19 York
students to show around the school for
four periods.

Blood is a vital tool in contemporary medicine.
Everyone's body thrives on it and doctors are able to treat
accidents or disease with accuracy and efficiency using new

The American Red Cross gave the opportunity to high
school students nation-wide to donate blood and make a

Each person was allowed to donate a pint of blood
every 56 days and that pint could save up to three lives.
With around 100 students donating that day potentially

“It’s a good thing for students to donate and become
part of a bigger cause,”said John Doe, the head nurse present
at the blood drive held here at Central.

“The age fequirements this year also allowed more
students to actually donate who wanted to,” said Doe.

Last year, the age requirement was 17, but this year
it was lowered to 16, which in context didn't seem like
a significant decrease, but allowed more students the

There were, however, some instances, which could
have caused the donator to not be certified to donate their

“The first thing that takes place before ever taking
blood is a drop check of the iron levels of the patient we are
dealing with, because if the hemoglobin levels are too low it
can make them temporarily unusable,” said Doe.

That was why it was recommended to not only keep a
balanced diet before donating, but to consume foods high
in iron. By doing this it makes someone more eligible and
also prevents them from becoming weak after the process

Doc. “The only difference between getting blood taken here
and blood taken at the doctors is the size of the needle and.
the amount taken.”

Students donated blood for several different reasons.
Whether it was because they wanted to be part of the
medical field later in life or because someone they have
known had to have a blood transfusion or simply because
they want to help out every donation counted.

Senior Monica Brown chose to donate because she
wanted to help out the American Red Cross and the people
connected to that organization. She had never donated
before and was slightly nervous.

“Getting pricked in the finger hurt a little more than
when it came time to actually draw the blood,” said Brown.

According to Doe, this is because there are more nerves
at the tip of your finger so the pain stays longer and is more
apparent.

There weren't any students who had a reaction after
giving blood as there has been in previous years,

“A few students became weary and felt exhausted,” said
Doe, “but no one fainted or was seriously affected.”

This was senior Will Robins’ third time donating and
the-only time he didn't pass out afterwards.

“The first two years I had mistakenly forgot to eat
anything before getting my blood drawn which wasn't a
smart idea,” said Robbins.

Because he didn't eat Robins had a lack of fluid in his
system when he went in.

This causes the person to faint because since there is
less fluid in your body, the blood pressure isn't strong enough
to keep the blood going to your head.

“This year, I made sure to eat beforehand and it went
perfectly fine,” said Robins.

ILocal disaster shocks teens

Many prayer vigils took place, 20.
offering comfort and reassurance as
well as support for the community.
Many politicians sent their thoughts
and sympathies, including the Mayor
Mike Fahey, Gov. Dave Heineman and
President Bush.

Erikson said the support the
community gave after the shooting
said a lot of good things about it. She
said it showed the community had a
positive attitude and she had a better
outlook because of it.

She said it was sad that something
so tragic had to happen for people to
realize how supportive people are in
the community.

Red Cross volunteers came to
Westroads every day for a week and  said.
gave items. Erikson said people from
the Red Cross would ask how they
were doing,

Von Maur reopened on Dec.

Hundreds of people showed
their support for the store. The night
before Von Maur reopened, volunteers
gathered to pick up the memorial on
the steps of the store to be preserved.

There was a moment of silence to
remember the victims before a prayer
was said by Father Don Shane of St.
Roberts Bellarmine. The crowd sang
part of a verse of the song “Silent
Night"before members of the historical
society picked up the memorial.

For some, it will be a day that
they will always remember. Erikson
said something as big as the shooting
will be remembered by the people of
Omaha and Nebraska.

“It just won't be forgotten,” she

Williams said in Omaha it was a
day where people will remember where
they were at when it happened.

State schools tour each other

It was snowing in York and while
driving, sponsor Dan Endorf had a
minor accident

Storm said it pushed the schedule

be an all day event.

The students will visit York High
School and spend the day with a York
student host.

back a bit. Giving  them  the
Instead of the York High same respect has they need
School  Student  Council Central.

members show at the end of “1 am excited about

fourth hour, they arrived at this  opportunity  and

the beginning of fifth hour. new experience for the
Storm said that she members,” said Storm.

would like to keep the Storm wanted Student

tradition with the Nebraska
Association  of  Student
Council (NASC).

The York High School
members were very amazed
to see the school.

In the near future, Central
members will be attending a student
exchange in York, Nebraska. This will

Council members to see the

_different environment of a
smaller school.

“The students at York
were driven to get a good
"said Storm.

Even though York High is a much
smaller than Central, York
students still have many oppurtunities.

STORM

education,

school

Contest alloy,
students to
eXpress poetry

BY PETER BOCK

“The neat thing about the pr,,
is that it gives students the oppor,
to speak poetry out loud and ley
experience poems you wouldn't o
class,” said Deron Larson, an
teacher and a sponsor of the upcyy,
Poetry Out Loud contest.

“I really think students will by,
more interested if they have L*xptrlu‘._:
[a poetry competition] once,” he s

The idea for the Poetry Oy |,
event came in 2005 when 4 p,
slam at Ralston High School was .
successful.

Larson attended the cven ,
decided to answer the emails b |
been receiving for a National P,
Competition sponsored by the Neby,
Arts Council.

The National Competition fea,
smaller state competitions, in whig |
schools from the midwest Nebrask;,
participating. *

“l think Central has a gy

- reputation, and other schools way
participate with us in these king
events,” Larson said.

The January 24*
the preliminary competition
interested students who did nor i
the opportunity to try out in class
show off their poetry skills to advang
the final round on the 31*.

Classical poems were
memorized and presented
entertaining and oratorical manner 4
was judged.

The finals included the open i
students,whichisanyone,and thes
who tried out in class competir
one another in a school wide conres
determine the school’s representatix
the state finals.

“Last year Mrs. Devlin mentior
something where the finals [of P
Out Loud] would be held as an cver
the roadshow, and that was a great i
but unfortunately didn’t happen. [«
like to see something like that, or cien
open mic slam where students could
their own poems,” Larson said.

Some of the poems expected ©
read at the reading included |
Hughes “Harlem,” Robert Frosr: fi

event

and Ice” and Stephen Crane’s "I

Desert”
poems.

among other such

Martin Luthefs

King, Jr. Day

remembered

BY MARK VONDRASEK

The celebration of the birth &
life of Dr. Martin Luther King [r.v
held at the Holland Performing ¥
Center in downtown Omaha
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Before the program began, smo
jazz from several local Omaha art
was played, and then Mayor Mike Fiff
began the celebration by introducy
the people who would be receiving !
“Living the Dream” award, a local aw:
presented to citizens of Omaha W
have gone above and beyond the ¢l
duty in the matters of helping their ¢

Five citizens of Omaha w
presented the “Living the Dr
award.

v The program was a commu
event so anyone in Omaha or !
surrounding area could have come. |
event was also free admission 10!
public.

Other events were taking
during Dr. Martin Luther King
Day. These other activities incli
community service in the form
painting houses for the Hope Corf
for Kids.

The event was sponsored and 7
on by the University of Nebraski
Omaha's Service Learning Academy
Student Organization and Leaderst
prtlgrams.

This was the twenty-fifth ant
celebration for Dr. Martin Luther
Jr. Day. The event has a long history !
is considered a tradition to many ¥
attended.

Many in  attendance W
community leaders and other invol
citizens,  Including
councilmen.
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Lometimes anxie

Meet the

ty to voice one’s opinion in the election year clouds the mind of a young
oter. I.n the rush and excitement of the voting process, teens may overlook important in-
ormation needed to cast an intelligent vote. The following is what each candidate plans to
jo when faced with some of the most difficult topics that threaten our country now.

sHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

Py Republican

1 iers working in low performing
chools and are performing well,

ny: Huckabee would support the
« and eliminate the Internal Rev-

ervice.

imate Change: Huckabee would use
his coniprehensive plan to focus more on
ett o cnergy from alternative sources,
wind power.

sration; Huckabee would eliminate
sa lottery system and the admission
gory lor adult brothers and sisters of
L' 5. ciizens

\bortion: Pro-Life

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

John McCain

Party: Republican

incomes and support tax-free saving ac-
counts for education expenses.

Economy: McCain would reduce gov-
emment spending by using his power to
veto bills before Congress.

Climate Change: McCain and Joe Li-
eberman have been advocating for a
mandatory limit or “cap” on greenhouse
gas emissions.

Immigration: McCain would make allies
with those in Latin America and Mexico
and help their economy.

Abortion: Pro-Life

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

Hillary Clinton

Party: Democrat

new summer internship program for both
public and private schools.

Economy: Clinton would create new
Jjobs as well as ensure that trade policy
and unions are strong.

Climate Change: Clinton would increase
fuel standards and create a $50 billion
Strategic fund to invest in alternative en-
ergy research.

Immigration: Clinton would deploy
technology to help and the use of an em-

ployee verification system.

Abortion: Pro-choice

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

Barack Obama

Party: Democrat

strategies to lower the dropout rate.

War in Iraq: Obama has opposed the war

Economy: Obama’s economic plan in-
ludes investing in U.S. Manufacturing
and having a Credit Card Bill of Rights.

Climate Change: Obama would double
funding for clean energy projects and
create a new world energy forum that
would focus on environemental issues.

Immigration: Obama would increase the
number of legal immigrants allowed as
well as promote economic development
in Mexico.

Abortion: Pro-choice

Teens look to
make difference in
upcoming election

Continued from ‘Election " on page 1A

voters will play a bigger role, now more than ever.

And Central’s Student Democrat co-President said there are some major
reasons to why more young voters are turning out.

“Teens are voting more because of the political events,” senior Elizabeth

to
in 1ion: Huckabee would give bonus-  Education: McCain would change teach-  Education: Clinton would end No Child  Education: Obama would provide fund- Rockwell snid_. “Since everything with the war and terrorism, (it provided) a
ler th and erase all of the student loans ers’ incomes get to be equal to lawyers’ Left Behind and invest $100 million ina  ing for schools to use for intervention wake-up call for everyone.

The expected increase in voter participation ranges from 3 to 7 percent
among those voters 18-24.
Recently, the primaries and caucuses were held in several states, including

againflar in Iraq: Supports current adminis- War in Iraq: McCain supportSﬂlecurmnt War in Iraq: Originally voted in favor from the start. He wants full withdraw of lowa and New Hampshire. Primaries and caucuses are used to determine
ntest @ranon plan. : administration plan as well as the troop ©f the war, but now opposes troop in-  troops March 2008. which candidate will represent them, not pin opposing parties against each
wtive surge. creases. other.

But that still doesn't ease the tension berween opposing parties.

According to the Washington Post, it was and still is a tight race between
Democrats Hillary Rodham Clinton, Barack Obama. Republicans John
McCain and Mike Huckabee are head to head in the 2008 Presidential Race
also.

According to Peter Levine of the Uninversity of Maryland’s Center for
Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE),
political professionals haven't liked dealing with the ‘the wild card,’ someone
who is either undecided or an Independant voter. CIRCLE also reported that
the youth voter turnout rate in 2004 was up seven percent from 2000, for a
total percent of 46 percent.

‘There are new voters every four years and they are likely to take part in
this vote for the president in 2008.

Michelle Rieger contributed ro this story

dtudents show support by attending Obama speeéh

We need to turn the page,” he told his supporters. “The stakes are too high. That

alleviate poverty or to lift failing schools, mentioning he fought those things in the

Continued from ‘Raﬂy "on page 1A

is why [ am running for the president of the United States.” streets, courts and legislature.

During the rally Obama addressed some of the concerns his critics have, “I know how hard change is,” he said,

the crowd. He said that people are able to disagree without being disagrecable as well as Obama told the crowd this was the country’s opportunity to imagine a better
ang imasaid he believed that this administration help was too late and mentioned ~ reach across the aisle and find common ground with the opposite party. He told ~ America. He ended the rally urging the supporters to caucus.
r. Wi - leaving children behind. the crowd that he was looking forward to debating Sen. John McCain, the GOP “Nebraska, this is our moment. This is our time,” he said at the rally.
Ar 1 such an environment, we cannot afford to wait,” he said. frontrunner. He said with the help from Nebraskans they would not only iu.'ipl him win the
n [ the crowd he said he didn't believe in ideology, but in realism as well as He mentioned that people have asked what change was, but said that at the end  nomination and the general election, but remuke the country and the world, The
tulness from the president of the United States. of the campaign it wasn't just a question about what change was, but what hope was  senator stayed behind to talk with supporters after the rally.
| t}[.]? \nd I was convinced first of all that change doesn't come from the top down, — as well. : Seniors Connor Maytield and Michacl Lynch as well as junior Franny Jamrozy
artis u the bottom up,”Obama said. Obama said that the odds of him standing before this crowd were very slimsince  attended the rally. They found out about this event over Facebook.
Fah He mentioned while on the campaign trail he has had people tell him that  his mother and his grandparents raised him, and his family was poor. Mayfield decided to attend the rally because of the all hype surrounding the
l““if ¢ for change has come, and has seen both young people, Independents and “And all they could give me was love, an education and hope,” he said. “That is  event.
g tl ans who have switched parties to vote for him. my inheritance.” Many teens don't think their vote will count in the election. The fact is that every
i, Lverywhere we go, we see these enormous crowds, this enormous energy,” Obama said that hope was not blind optimism but was the opposite. He said  single vote counts.
whillli o aid he knew that it would not be easy to get farmers to be a force in the economy or to o gu_N i —
call lhe crowd erupted in cheers when he mentioned that no matter what happened Michelle Rieger contributed to this story
1 Ik s clection, President Bush and Vice-President Dick Cheney were not going to
WO o1 the ballot,
redl The chants of “Yes We Can” were heard before the crowed quieted down and
i could resume talking.
L “Vou're here because you don't want to just be against someone. You want to be
r ,'l tsomeone,” Obama told his supporters.
: He told the crowd about the people he has met on the trail, including teachers,
o i, people and veterans. He told the crowd these veterans have served honorable
iihave been let down by the system, calling them “magnificent.”
pla Atter mentioning the veterans, Obama mentioned having to hug parents who
's Q¢ hud a son or daughter die in Iraq and patriots who want to know why America’s
Juddi g ny in the world has fallen. He said he knows they want change and that he
& s to bring the country together.
¢S I want to be a president who listens every day to the struggles of the American
“iple,” he said.
d p Obama covered a variety of topics during his speech, including fixing the health
ka T Ssystem.
ya Obama’s mother died from cancer at the age of 53 and Obama said he remembers
rshBKii 16 watch his mother deal with insurance papers.
‘Tknow what it’s like to see people suffer because of a broken health care system,”
10U said before outlining his plan, promising that it would take place during his
King vear as president.
v "j On the economy, Obama said he believes in capitalism and the free market, but
Wilkid it a wrong when CEOs make more money in 10 minutes than the average
_ Jer makes in a single year. )
W "We've got to restore fairness and balance in the economy,” he said.
”I"'. Obama prumiscd that while he was president he would raise the minimum wage
¢l

d
El

S4

“ep pace with inflation as well as increase safety standards for imports so there
Jdnt be problems with lead in toys. .
Switching topics to education, Obama said that Americans have an obligation
“nsure that children would have a good education and make college affordable for
TV person in America. B
He said he would ensure that there were would be a $4,000 dollar tuition break
“students, but warned that students who get that break would have to work in a
“onal service, such as the peace corps.
“We will invest in you, you will invest in America,” he told the crowd.
- Uther topics Obama spoke about included alternative energy, foreign policy and
“Ping veterans.
‘We can grow our own fuel in lowa and Nebraska,” he said.
During the rally Obama called the war in Iraq “unwise,” and said it distracted

" untry from Afghanistan and the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. He said that the

) : ; E T d—
IV spent on the war could have been better served in places such as Nebraska,

"2 used for under funded schools and building hospitals.

It was an unwise war and that is why I will end it," he said, pledging to bring all

"ps back to America by 2009.

Obama also pledged to be a world leader and help people in some of the poor
intry, i

es as well as close Guantanamo Bay and restore habeas corpus. He said he
i A
Udbe a president who knows, teaches and obeys the Constitution.

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER

Presidential hopeful Barack Obama addresses the 10,000 Nebraskans at the Civic Center Thursday, February 7. The majority of
the crowd Obama addressed was under the age of thirty. He said he thinks the nation will see a great deal from the younger gen-

eration this election year.
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20th and Dodge known as one of the worst areas as fare as trafic is concerned, which may be caused by the rush of students leaving school at 2:50. Assistant principal Ed Bennet working with
security and administrators are working to make sure students are safe and to also make sure traffic is able to pass freely.

Increased trafflc causes more than slowdowns
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BY KIM BUCKLEY

Known as one of the worst traffic spots downtown, 20th

and Dodge lights up with traffic when the bell rings and

students are released. When parents come to pick up students,

they cause traffic to come to a standstill.

Administrator Ed Bennett said he believes that the
administration has seen an increase in traffic on Dodge as well
as on 22" and Davenport.

School Resource Officer Matt Kelly said there is usually at

least one other pulicc cruiser, either a one-man or a two-man,

to oversee the traffic on Dodge. However, any extra police help
depends on the call load when school gets out.

The cause for all of the traffic is parents picking up kids
and students leaving school at the same time.

“There are multiple transportation issues,” Kelly said.

The amount of people leaving the school at the same time,
Kelly said, leaves both the school grounds and the traffic on
Dodge congested.

Junior Dominique Mitchell said the traffic is always
causing problems because while there is only one lane people
should technically stop in, drivers stop in three.

Kelly said the traffic on Dodge after school is very
dangerous because of pedestrians and drivers not paying as
close attention as they could have. He said part of the problem
was some of the drivers had their view blocked because of other
cars and pedestrians,

The traffic on Dodge doesn't bother freshman Miranda
Conrad, who said she would be more worried about the traffic
flow if it was darker outside.

Conrad said she believed the traffic on Dodge only
presented a problem to teenage drivcrs if thcy don‘r knnw Imw

- & = 8 - . - £

to drive well.

In the two years Kelly has been at the school, I

knows of only two accidents that have taken place o

Mitchell said she wasn't worried about pc:-,]-l-

hurt and thought they were safe against the trath

she thinks the administration, security, police and rew
a good job of ensuring student safety because they «

there every day making sure everything is okay.

Bennett said it was very important that the admi
police, security and teachers are out monitoring 1
situation for two reasons. He said it is critical to stud
because it lets students know if something happens |

are people who are there to take care of it. He also

also deter students from doing something they shoul

Principal Greg Emmel has talked to a safety

at the Teacher Administrative Center (TAC) to 1l
at the problem and come up with possible solution-
said Emmel has also contacted the Omaha Police D

(OPD) about possibly placing a crosswalk on Dodgc
nothing is currently being planned.

Bennett said the administration reminds the st

be careful.

problem. However, when the weather warms up ther

students outside and creates a bigger problem.
Bennett said he believed that Dodge is
general and when students get out it’s the start of rus]

there are a lot of cars traveling west. He also said for
Dodge can create a problem because there is not an ca

cross unless pedestrians cross at 20™ and Dodge.

Kelly said while monitoring traffic he tries to g
to park in areas they're supposed to park in as well a
hazardous drivers md TII\L appropriate action if therc

- L -‘A -Ih'dn lb‘
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ingstudent Council members Kevin Mitchell and Phil Lomneth, both seniors, help.a child enjoy his time at a “Holiday Helpers” activity such as face painting, decorating cookies for Santa and making
rniments for the Christmas tree. Kids found it fun, and the Student Council saw it as a great opportunity to help those teachers who help them so much.

Student Council makes a difference

BY WYNTER DAVIS

Gatalica participated in Holiday Helpers during her sophomore as well a
senior years.

“I think it’s a great idea,” she said. “I would take this idea to my dance studio.
We have a lot of girls in the studio. The parents need a break. So definitely I would
take this elsewhere.”

Throughout the event-filled day, there were many memorable moments but
Gatalica has one she won't forget.

“The one thing I would have to say I will remember from that day is the face
painting,” she said. “One kid painted his whole face green. Another girl had a big
fish on the side of her face. The kids painted (senior) Will Robbins’s beard blue. Face
painting was crazy!”

Storm said the most memorable moment for her was the year with her son
Matthew Storm.

“My son Matthew dressed as Santa Claus that year and made a guest
appearance,” said Storm. “One of the kids told his dad he didn't think he was Santa

Gatalica said was fairly easy because they kept things the same as previous years.
On the day of the event, children checked i in, met their Student Council buddy
and participated in several activities including eating tasty snacks.
“I jokingly tell the parents we fill them with sugar and send them home,” said
Storm.

"It was tiring, but I had a great time,” said senior Antea Gatalica about her
perience with Holiday Helpers. “I love little kids. They were not out of control

very energetic.”
Holiday Helpers is an activity Student Council hosts annually to encourage
ichers and staff members to drop their children off in the courtyard for free
abysitting.
“We first invited the kids of the staff members then we prepared ourselves for
he kids,” said Judy Storm, Student Council sponsor. “We decided on cookies for
nta, making decorations for the tree, watching children’s movies and arts and

Though every year there was a large turnout of small children Student Council

members were still eager to participate finding ways to make it fun.
“I basically planned as well as promoted,” said Gatalica. “Myself and Maya

Doghman went grocery shopping.”

Holiday Helpers has been around for several years and has become a tradition
at Central. :
B|oaits “The Holiday Helpers must have started five years ago. We did this as a way to

Storm said that Holiday Helpers was a good way for the members to do do something nice for the staff,” said Storm.

thing for the teachers or staft during the winter break. Central’s courtyard Storm said it was a great way for them to be able to shop for the holidays with

wed to be a great playground. their spouses or significant other and have time away from their kids.

As this year’s Student Council president, Gatalica helped organize and plan
peoming events with Storm. As senior officers, Maya Doghman and Adrian

longe took attendence and helped Gatalica set up the events.

Gatalica and Storm got together to plan and organize this activity, which

little to Student Council.

" idn't cost that much just peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, and games
It didn’t cost that much just | t butter and jelly sandwiches, and g
and movies the members brought from home,” Storm said.

The concept of the program is to offer teachers free babysitting that also costs

because he had shoes just like Matt. We just laughed.”

Storm said that one thing she wanted to teach the Student Council members

was the spirit of giving at Christmas or the holidays.
Giving without expecting in return.

Student wakes from coma, looks to recover after accident

BY KIM BUCKLEY

For junior Johnnesha Brown, it was an ordinary day
ning home from a trying day at school.

On Nov. 2 she walked off the bus and that ordinary day
has ¢ h'.mgcd in one instance,
She was hit by a car.
\l cording to police reports, Brown was getting off the bus
i0th and Binney when a car accidentally hit her. Initially

Brown was in a coma.
Principal Greg Emmel said the staft was really worried
nout Brown when they found out about the accident.
Aerobics teacher Meredith Kinman, who had Brown in
ne of her classes, said she heard about the accident when she
aw it on the news. The media did not release the name at that
me, but released the name that night.
“1 was scared for her,” she said. “I knew it was bad.”
Kinman immediately wanted to check up on her. She said
he called the hospital since the paper gave that information,
f ralked to administrator Lyn Slobodnik about what room
student was in.
Kinman's aerobic class also expressed concern over their
lissmate, Kinman said. Brown’s aerobics class spent an entire

period making her a big banner.

“They still ask about her,” she said.

Kinman said the main thing she was worried about in
the beginning was if Brown was even going to survive when
she heard about the accident, because reports said it was bad.
Kinman said when she first visited Brown she was still in a
coma.

“It was heartbreaking,” Kinman said.

She said it was very sad and difficult to see Brown with all
of the tubes and machines surrounding her.

Brown woke up from that coma a few days later on Nov.
6th. :
The head of the Guidance department, Cathy Andrus said
the parents of Brown talk with the family regularly, and many
members of the school have visited her several times.

Emmel said he remembered visiting Brown at Emanuel
Hospital on the physical rehab floor before Brown regained the
ability to speak. Emmel said one of the things he remembered
was Brown's mother telling him that she was praying that

Johnnesha would get her voice back.

To see and hear Johnnesha's mother with tears in her eyes,
Emmel said, you could see how important it was to her for her
daughter to speak and get better.
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“Speaking was a very big step,” Emmel said.

The parents contacted the counseling department and
Emmel said it was clear that their daughter had to have long
therapy, and needed help. The school raised funds to help offset
the enormous medical bills.

Money raised from the Guidance department selling pizza
went to huvm}, clothes for Brown for the hospital and also for
rehab. National Honor Society held a penny drive to help with
the bills. A donation fund was started at American National
Bank and the school wrote a grant for financial help.

“I think as a school we have big hearts and care for one
another,” Andrus said.

She said she believes that the school wants to help people
who are dealing with a personal challenge, and everybody
should be proud as a part of it.

“I think they could see here was one of our students
involved in an accident, on the way from school, and it wasn’t
anybody’s fault, it was just a tragic accident,” Emmel said.

When the staff talked about fundraising, Emmel said Jen
Statsny immediately volunteered National Honor Society. The
staff talked about a couple of ideas of how they could help the
family.

“I think the students wanted to help one of their own, so

-
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they gave what they could,” Statsny said.

She said another reason why many students participated
in the penny drive was the competition, and a lot of students
know Brown and are friends with her.

“I think it raised their (National Honor Society members)
awareness that peope like themselves can find themselves in
need in a blink of an eye,” Statsny said.

The penny drive took place for a week and a half, during
the lunch periods, in the courtyard and cafeteria.

Statsny said the times National Honor Society ran the
drive was subject to the availability of the members. She said
this was because a lot of the members did not have a free lunch
period due to the amount of classes they were taking.

After rehab, one of the biggest challenges for Johnnesha
Brown will be her education. Andrus said the focus of Brown
is getting healthy, but the school’s staff will do everything in its
power to help her catch-up after rehab.

“My hope is that Johnnesha will continue to get better
and will be able to return to Central High School at some point
in time,” Emmel said.

Kinman said she was very happy for Brown when she
heard that she got out of the coma. She was also happy when
she heard that Brown is doing well now.
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