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e protest the legislative Bill 1024 outside Central the same day a pro-Omaha Public Schools (OPS) rally was held. 2. One of the rally organizers Daniel 

n (class of 2004) Introduces speakers at the rally. Students from every OPS school spoke about their experiences In the district. 3. Northwest Junior JusOn Solomon 

to the hundreds of OPS students who showed up for the rally. He spoke a~ut unifying students from all schools in OPS. 

e wor-.. 
O maha Public Schools (()PS) has recently been getting national attention. 

)orne people think the race issue being discussed is shedding a bad light on the city. 

BY ZACH PLUHACE K 

Students and alumni from every high 

001 in OPS appea red on Central's south 

.lwn to show their unity, just one day after the 

. slature passed a bill to split them aparr. 

On April 14, an estimated 400 people 

a rally in support of the district, 

rr ivi ng in bus loads shortly after school 

released . As the group began to swell in 

mbers, protestors of Nebraska Legislative 

. I 1024 lined up along Dodge Street with 

Aun. ', [l'ns reading "segregation is unlawful" and 

asked OLlr opinion." 

The bill, which breaks OPS into three 

districts based on the high schools' 

ren""nrp areas, is considered state-sponsored 

)egregation by many of its opponents. 

They say the resulting districts wi ll be 

rac ially isolated: one going [0 a primarily black 

population, one to a mostly Hispanic population 

,lnd one to an area with predominately white 

, tudents. 

Sen ior Sopnil Bhattarai was one student 
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at the rally. His opinion echoed many of those 

present. 

"This is crazy;' Bhattarai said. "Why do 

they want to change something that already is 

the way it should be?" 

State Sen. Ron Raikes, the chair of 

the Legislature's education committee, was 

responsible for proposing LB 

1024 in its original state, ' which 

calls for the creation of a "learning 

community;' a collective of Douglas 

and Sarpy County school districts. 

The concept of splitting OPS in 

three was part of a later amendment 

to the bill , sponsored by Raikes and 

Sen. Ernie C hambers of Omaha. 

Raikes and C hambers see the 

bill not as a final solution, but as a 

motive fo r change in the Omaha area. 

"School district boundaries ... mean much 

less in the learning com munity;' Raikes said 

during legislative hearings on the bill. "We are 

not imposing on ourselves at th is point, coming 

up with a final solution to every s ingle detail:' 

Still, OPS officials feel the move is a 

turn away from their original goals with the 

june 6, 2005 One City, One School District 

resolution. 

As far back as last summer and the 

beginning of the school year, OPS offi cials were 

discussi ng the need fo r more integration and 

diversity throughom the city. Now, 

they say, the problem is only being 

made worse. 

"Separate is not equaL an d that 

is what has been allowed to occur in 

this commun ity;' said OPS Board 

of Education president Sandra 

Kostos j enson, who spoke before a 

smail crowd at Lewis and Clark last 

October. 

The school board has managed 

to produce four possible plans to fit with 

the new law, all of which they say would still 

segregate schools in Omaha. 

That plan would move one elementary 

school to a different attendance area, which 

could be considered a violat ion of LB 1024. 

OPS Superintendant John Mackie! said 

that means there is no alternative. He and 

other OPS officials were still pushing for one 

change they say is ideal: One City, One School 

District. 

"We believe that the split-up of OPS is 

unconstitutional, period;' he said. 

The district has yet to file a lawsuit against 

the Nebraska Legislature, a move which has 

been threatened since the school district bill 

was passed last month. 

The suit could potentially come from a 

third parry, such as an individual state senator 

or one of the many area business owners who 

spoke out against the legislation. 

Chambers said it is unlikely OPS will 

spearpead any litigation because that would 

require board of education members and 

district leaders to admit the area is already 

segregated. 

"It (LB 1024) cannot be a threat to 

diversity because there is not diversity now;' he 

Continued to OPS on Page 4 
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Moving to Miami 
Junior Harland Gunn verbally 

commits to the University of Miami. 
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Mackiel 
chooses 
principal 

~ 
Superintendant makes 

final decision after 
many interviews 

BY KIM BUCKLEY 

After weeks of interviewing. guesses and rumors, 

a new man person be in charge of Cen tral. McMillan 

Principal Greg Emmel wi ll be th e one [0 lead the school 

next year. 

"The fi rst th ing T need [Q do is get to know and 

meet the students and the staff, and get accl imated wi th 

the school;' Emmel said. 

He said over the sum mer, he and current Principal 

Jerry Bexten will be spending time together during the 

transition, and to help him learn abour Central. H e also 

said he will be doing the same thing at McM ill an with 

his replace men t. 

"Ever since I left Northwest, I've kind of always 

had it in the back of my mind 

that I may have an opportunity 

to return to a high school ," 

Emmel said. 

He said he really had fun at 

N orthwest, and he found high­

school activiti es exciting. lie said 

he enjoyed spending time with 

the older students . 

He said one difference 

between being a principal at 

a high school as opposed to a 
EMMEL 

middle school was he expected there to be a lot more 

events and ac tivities to participate in and attend, and a 

lot bigger challenge with such a huge school. 

Emmel sa id the principal posi tion was open and 

he was aware Central was an outstanding high school 

as well as being the biggest in the state. 

H e also sa id it had a great reputatio n in academics, 

athletics and aCt ivi ties, so he thought it would be a good 

fit for him. 

"What an exciting opportunity." Emmel sa id. 

H e said he always loved being a high school 

student. He looked into teach ing as a possible career, 

and th e thought went with him through college. l11<1t, 

he sa id, and there were few th ings to do with degrees in 

English and history. 

"I love seeing students learn and teachers teach;' 

Emmel said. 

He said when he found out he had been picked as 

the new principal he was excited. 

He said he would miss the students and staff at 

McMillan, but he was exci ted about the opportuni ty 

to meet and work with all of the students, staff, parents 

and alumni of Central. 

He said he would be challe nged to maintain the 

school's reputation as one of tb e top high schools in the 

state. 

"It's a great chall enge and ,)pporruniry," Emmel 

said . 

Emmel has spent 28 years in the Omaha Public 

Schools system so far. 

H e graduated from Augustana College in h is 

hometown of Sioux Fall s, South Dakota. H e also 

received twO degrees from the University of Nebraska 

at Omaha. 

Before becoming principal of McMillan. he was a 

Language Arts and Social Studies teacher at Monroe 

junior High for over nine years, and coached the \!:irl s 

volleyball and basketball teams. ~ 
After that Emmel was a student personal assistant 

in the student and com munity services deparrmenr. 

He then spent 10 years as an ass istant pr incipal at 

N orthwest High School where he received h is love of 

the high school atmosphere. 

After th at, Emmel moved on to McMillan, and 

will leave for Central after being principal of McMillan 

Continued (0 Principal o n Page 3 
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Navy Seals 

test willing 

P.E. classes 
BY ZAC" PLUHACEK 

Sighing and panting, red-faced 

and shaky, a few dozen students sat 

in the new weight room afrer pushing 

their physical strengrh ro its limit. 

The volunteers had spent the 

last half hour maxing-out on sit-ups, 

push -ups and chin-ups as part of the 

school's first Navy Seal Challenge, 

a competitive physical fitness 

examination with exercises that are 

parr of the actual U.S. Navy screening 

test. These students chose ro endure a 

grueling period, instead of the usual 

workout in P.E. classes. 

According to iHigh, a national 

organization thar specializes in 

nerworking and marketing at the high 

school level, this was something the 

students would not only enjoy, but 

also a valuable opportunity for the 

Navy to scope out some potential 

recruits. 

Patrick Proffire, the iHigh 

representative assigned to Central, 

said the company used research 

conducted on its website ro serve its 

clients. For this particular situation, 

the Navy gave Proffitt a list of the 

schools in Omaha he should attend. 

"lr gives the recrui ter a chance to 

look at the kids and see who would be 

a good fit for the Navy;' he said. 

Both male and female students 

who participated filled out brief 

information cards with their contaCt 

information, grade levels and grade 

point averages. 

Research leads 

class to find 

WWII alums 
BY JARED SPENCE 

Social Studies teacher Score 

Wilson's American History classes 

dug deep for their research project 

this year. Wilson and his class put 

rogether biographies of Central 

graduates who served in World War 

WILSON 

IT. The class 

found Out that 

there were 79 

students from 

Central who 

were killed 

in WWII. 

Wilson said 

he thought 

it would be a 

good project 

for his AP 

class. 

He and his students wrote to the 

government and the national archives, 

as well as contaCting family members 

and friends of the war victims ro 

retrieve information. Wilson's goal 

for this project is to compile the 

biographies from all 79 soldiers over 

the next few years. The class found it 

interesting that Central students were 

scareered all over the world. 

Wilson said the realization of 

the fact that these were real people 

who were killed and the emotional 

impact of losing a fa mily member was 

brought to attention. 

"The sacrifice that Central High 

made to the war effort was amazing," 

Wilson said. 

He said he hopes to add to 

the history of Central and the 

community, as well as to enrich 

Central traditions. 
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Sophomore Brlauna Annendariz talks about the awards other cadets have received In the past and awards she received at a recent May 3 Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corp (JROTC) ceremony. Annendarlz joined JROTC after hearing about n through one of her neighbors. 

Cadet earns award for leadership skills 
BY EMMA PHilLIPS 

Lr. Col. Mike Melvin said he thought sophomore 

Briauna Armendariz was one of the students in Junior 

Reserve Officer Training Corps OROTC) who showed 

particular work ethic and motivation to be all she could 

be this year. 

"She's very dedicated and extremely hard working;' 

he said. 

It paid off 

Melvin said this was the reason Armendariz was 

recognized at a]ROTC awards ceremony on May 3. 

Armendariz said she was introduced to the idea 

of jROTC through one of her neighbors who had been 

involved in the program when they were in high school. 

She said her neighbor told her the program was a 

good way to make frie.wd she was curious about 

ir. 

"There's something about it that intrigued me," she 

said. 

Sgr. Maj. Dwaine Sutter had Armendariz in his 

freshmen jROTC class and said he was able to see her 

potential to achieve in the program early in her high 

school career. 

"Briauna has a sense of responsibility;' he said. 

He said he was able to see Armendariz's dedication 

to the program through how serious she rook her 

responsibilities over other cadets and how when she set 

a goal she pursued it without compromise. 

Melvin said the leadership he had seen Armendariz 

exhibit wasn't something he thought would go away. 

He said leadership was not momentary and a 

person who wanted to be in charge of other people 

would always want to, and would work to maintain it, 

He also said it had been interesting to watch 

Armendariz develop through the time she spent In 

JROTC. 

:: ~)l!! : S . 4ev.~oped techniques and traits :! ~aid. 

- . M ~f~; i} ' said he thought one of the reaso ns the 

other cadets respected Armendariz was because it was 

easy for people to see she was able to take charge of a 

situation and she had the ability to direct people well. 

Upcoming 
June 

2 MG football camp 

"You can tell she's a leader;' he said. 

Armendariz said she thought her natural leadership 

skills and the ones she learned and developed while in 

JROTC would be very beneficial to her later in her life. 

"Learning how to take leadership roles and how to 

perfect them is going to help me in college and the work 

force;' she said. 

Armendariz said she thought the reason both her 

and the program were able to perform well this year was 

because of the students involved. 

She said the new freshmen who joined the program 

this year were very dedicated and gelled well with the 

veteran cadets. 

Armendariz said seeing where other students 

are in the ranks motivated her to try her best to attain 

similar positions. 

Armendariz saiq, w~c: < l~d most abol% the 

cereni.ony was getting her a-wardS In a situation where 

she could be around her peers, 

"It's nice to walk up on stage and be recognized by 

fellow cadets;' Armendariz said. 

M G Contracting and Design will now be sponsoring the camp instead of Ourback Steakhouse, All those looking to go our for football in 2006 can attend the camp. 

The conditioning will focus on passing, receiving, blocking and taclding. The cost for the camp is $40. 

5 Summer school starts 
Those required to attend summer school should have signed up by May 19. The full fee for summer school is $85 per class and if you received a scholarship it's $30 per 

class. 

July 

27 Free Physicals 
For any student looking to playa sport for the 2006- 2007 season must have a record showing they received a physical exam. The free physicals will be given at Central 

starting at 9 a.m. 

31- Aug. 4 football conditioning week 
Any student trying Out for rhe foo tball in the fall of 2006 should attend this condition ing week . The conditioning starts at 5:30 p.m. and will be held in the Seemann 

Stadium. 

August 

23 Freshmen first day of school 
The freshmen are the on ly students allowed to attend school this day. The sophomores, juniors and seniors official day starts Aug. 24. 

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 

Senior g 

opportun' 

to comp 
BY JOE DELICH 

Senior Bill Chaney 

managed to make the 

. Regents Mathemarics 

(ARML), the 

competition, team. 

Chaney said the reall} 

compete in early june in IOWI 

the University of Iowa . 

He said he was looking , 

to the contest. 

There are a toral of 15 

on the team, and five 

Chaney said he did nor yer 

he would be an alrernare 

they are determined by rhe two 

practices, which have nor 

Making the ARML ream is 

no easy feat. 

Chaney said in '" der ro 

for the team he had ro be . 

After being inVited, he 

have to take a 16-qucsrion 

usually lasted 80 minures. 

Chaney said he didn'l 

know what to exp ecr rhis 

Iowa. 

Teacher g 

grant to vi 

Jerusalem 

BY ASTRIKA WIL HEL ,II 

Jerusalem is the (iry of 

major religions, Islam. 

Christianity. 

English teacher,Jennifer 

has the opportunity to nor 

jerusalem, but to learn fhe I 

jerusalem at the highh­

Yad Vasham National 

Museum from July 9 r,' Aug.6. 

"Beth Seldin Doran 

was sitring dowQ, and 1 

was going to ask me to do 

for her," Stastny 

said. 

It turned 

out it wasn't for 

work, bur rather 

for pleasure and 

learning. 

Dot an 

said the Anti­

Defamation 

League, started 

to end bias and 

discrimination, had a n 

send individuals to Jerusalem 

the Holocaust. The 

chose Stastny. 

"Out of all 

Omaha, and they chose 111(. 

shocked;' Stastny said. 

She said it was a gre,if 

chosen, and it is a great 

"I'm just hoping I'll 

Stastny said. 
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Central High Alumni Join 

CATERiN;;~{!we 
JAMbassadors! 

Julie A. Frank Joslyn's High School 

Volunteer Program 
Mary C. Gryva Omaha's Finest Bistro and Full-service caterer 

Attorneys at Law 
Printable Application "!f:1 

FRANK & GRYVA P.C, at 402.933.6600 

Bus: (402) 346.0847 www.joslyn.org 

Fax: (402) 246.5920 or call • (402) 342-3300 x 262 650 N. 114th st. 
Volunteer 201 Historic Liberty Plaza 

1823 Harney St. IJJOSLYN Application deadline 

Omaha, NE 68102 
extended Open 7 days 

Art Museum for Central students. a week 
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cMillan principal picked 

er other two candidates 
CONnNUED FROM 'PRINCIPAL' ON PAGE A1 

yeus. 

Principal Jerry Bexten said besides having conversations with Superintendent 

iVbcbel abour the process and his thoughts on the school h . ' e was not very 
. 111 the search for the new principal. 

"It's really Dr. Mackie!'s decision so my involvement has been very limited" 
said . ' 

I Ie said being principal of the school was a busy profession, but enjoyable. 

"My adVIce would be take time to get to know the people and learn as much 

loIn about Central;' Bexten said. 

Human resources administrator Ed Virant said possible candidates for the 

Illl't with the human resources department where the Omaha Public School 

human resource staff conducted panel interviews. 

Virant said Assistant Superintendent Dr. Sandra Hodges selected the panel 

who interviewed the candidates. 

He said the interview, applications and references went into a file, and when 

was the opening. Hodges looked at the pool of candidates and discussed 

with Mackiel. 

-nley then selected individual candidates for building interviews, where the 

, I'a rents and other representatives of the school had the opportunity to ask 

a series of set questions. 

Virant then said Mackiel reviewed the results of the building interviews and 

into consideration other information about the candidates before making the 

He said when an opening was announced, the process of finding a candidate 

pretty quickly. He said after an opening. the building interviews took place 

llr tWO months after the announcement. 

Latin teacher Rita Ryan has been teaching at the school for 35 years and has 

rhree principals at the school during that time. 

Ryan said teachers were involved in a voluntary effort in the search for the 

principal. 

Ryan said she wasn't able to go to the building interviews, but knew other 

'Cl'S and staff who d id. 

"The teachers do have a chance to as the candidates questions and to come up 

their own ranking;' Ryan said. 

She said while teachers had the chance for input during the process, it was the 

. id that ultimately make the decision of naming Emmel as the new principal. 

Freshm an Christina Ritchie said she was a litrl e uncertain about the school 

a new principal. 

"Mr. Bexten is pretry nice, and I don't know how it would change the school 

that hc is rctiring," Ritchie said. 

She said she hoped Emmel would understand what the students go through 

people would feel comfortable talking to him. She hoped he would be as 

" mabie as Bexten. 

Ri rchie said she thought students should have been involved with the search 

. because the principal was in charge of them. 
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Senior helps children at Sunday school 
BY STEPHANIE WILHELM 

"I'm no saint by any means. I hope I 

get the messages to them and the children 

see the positive;' senior Alvin Samuels 

said. "No one's perfect. It's so hard 

nowadays; there are so many negatives ." 

Samuels said he has been a Sunday 

school teacher for a little over a year. 

He said he first became a teacher 

because the original Sunday school 

teacher was going off to college. 

"I didn't have an official role in the 

church;' Samuels said. "They needed a 

substitute and gave me a chance:' 

He said he's one of the only young 

males active in the church. He said 

he hopes the children learn religious 

foundations and about Christ and also 

learn how to be young adults. 

"I see myself as a role mode; more 

like a big brother;' Samuels said. 

He said right now they're on a 

monthly schedule. He is teaching for the 

month of May. 

The classes last one hour every 

Sunday and the children range in ages 

from 5 to 9. 

Samuels said in the first 10 to 15 

minutes teachers gave the children snacks 

to eat like juice and apples. 

"We don't want the kids complaining 

about wanting something to eat;' Samuels 

said. 

After that, Samuels said they would 

give the students an activity that went 

over the Bible. 

He said the lesson came from a 

teacher's manual that he stripped to the 

bare minimum to get the students the 

basic ideas. The lesson usually involved 

a color activity that went with the day's 

lesson. 

"It's a challenge keeping everyone 

calm;' Samuels said. "I'll have to be 

grown-up Alvin and not play:' 

Samuels said he won the most 

energetic teacher award. 

"I go in dead tired and 10 minutes 

into the class I'm dancing with the kids;' 

Samuels aid. "I don't want my negative 

emorion to rub off on someone:' 

He said staying positive and 

energetic wasn't too hard, but he became 

a new fan of coffee. 

Samuels said he enjoyed being in a 

role to guide children. 

"It's not so hard anymore. I know 

how to approach each kid;' Samuels said. 

"It was hard to learn what works for 

everyone." 

The best part is when the students 

present to the congregation every other 

Sunday, Samuels said. 

He said some of the children are 

really shy, while others come in energetic 

for the day. 

"One kid was forever quiet. He was 

reall y attached to the old teacher. He 

wouldn't talk to me for a while;' Samuels 

said. "Then he started asking me to tie 

his shoe and if he could sit next to me in 

church. I really appreciated it:' 

Samuels said he has learned patience 

from the children. 

"I learned how valuable they are;' 

Samuels said. "I was juSt like them. 

They've afforded me this opportunity 

because I don't have any siblings:' 

Math teacher Susan Drumm said 

Samuels always has a positive attitude . 

He shows his classmates how important 

education is. 

Samuels said he just tries to get 

along with everyone. He tries to make 

people laugh because he said he believes 

it is the best medicine in the world. 

"I hope at the end of the day no one 

has anything bad to say;' he said. ''I'm a 

child at heart ... always will be:' 
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Model lor magazlneS. 
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LUNCH SPECIALS 

SERVING MEXICAN FOOD 
• Fajitas • Taco's 
• Enchiladas • Tamales 

FULL AMERICAN MENU 
• Steaks • Sea Food 
• Prime Rib • SBQ Ribs 
Children. Menu Available 
Party Room Available 
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Setilor Alvin Samuels has been teaching Sunday school for about a year 

and a haH now. He sees hlmseH as a role model and big brother to the 

children. 

roductions 
PROFESSIONAL RECORDING STUDIO 

Whether it's your first demo or your fifth album, Poetic 

Productions is the recording studio tor you. From Alt Rock 

bands to Classical vocalists, from Hip-Hop to Country, 

our high-end, professional recording equipment will make 

your band or group sound better than you ever thought 

possible. This summer take your talent and creativity to 

the next level with Poetic Productions Recording Studio. 

PERSONAL ATIENTION. PROFESSIONAL SOUND. 650.2523 
~'CN"Tt:lAt u.r.:.,u AIUUIJU.e 

Because 
Most Likely To Succeed 
Is Still Up For Grabs. 

The earlier you start, the sooner you'll 

be prepared for life's expensive times, like college. 

So start a savings account today, 

(i) First National Bank 
Investing in you. 

fnbomaha. com 
MEMBER FDIC 
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LLYIN I 
If the annexation of other schools didn't get the student body fired up enough, LB 1024 ce 

three smaller school districts, students have come together to sh 

Students voice opposition 
• CONTINUED FROM 'OPS' ON PAGE A1 While the onlooking students gathered at the front and 

said. "(OPS isn't) going to go to court. They can't win. They cannot their fellow students, OPS board members and teach ers sat 

establish that my plan harms any student ... OPS is in a lose-lose the background, for the first time choosing to remain on the 

situation:' of the issue. 

Chambers has opposed traditional "bogus" desegregation plans Many of them even wore sunglasses and casual clOth es to 

before, namely forced busing, because he feels they do not address the drawing attention. 

root of the problem. Chambers said the apparent lack of involvement by 

Because of this, he has carried much of the burden of criticism administration was a facade. 

following rhe proposal. He felt the rally was carried out in a manipulative fashior., 

He said people do not recognize one intent of his amendment to the adults "injecting" students with legal issues they know li[(l . about. 

bill. which he says will attack the long-term effects of institutionalized No students had read his amendment, nor the bill to which' 

segregadon in the city. attached, Chambers said. 

"It is impossible to talk about integration because, with these "The only reason they had the rally was because of LB 

segregated housing patterns, it is impossible to achieve such a goal;' he he said. "I believe that the students understood dearly rh at they 

said."The houses of black people and the houses of white people are not assembled in regards to LB 1024. The students knew that el'rn 

going to be picked up and be relocated in each other's neighborhoods, adults said the contrary:' 

and white people are not going to tolerate mandatory busing, so there's He said the race issue was exploited by OPS to gain more 

no way, practically speaking, to achieve integration:' involvement and backing from individuals with less knowledge 

Bhattarai, as well as other students present at the rally, disagree, One Ciry, One School District plan. 

They said they feel OPS is already a haven for minoriry srudents Chambers said he felt LB 1024 addressed many of rhe . 

in the area, and is less segregated than the rest of the city. city schools' other concerns, such as the need for a broader ta.! 

"OPS is a pretty diverse school district compared to others around The three different districts would file their applications for 

Nebraska;' Bhattarai said. separately, giving areas with little tax money a chance to gai n even 

He said splitting OPS in three would threaten the level of aid than before, Chambers said. 

integration brought about by rhe district's size and policies. Preventing He said this could also mean a greater percentage of each 

the split was his primary reason for attending the rally, although classroom instruction instead of an "overpriced central 

organizers say it was not their intent to make it a protest. Elizabeth Eynon-Kokrda, the OPS legal council. said tht 

"The rally wasn't necessarily a result of 1024. We wanted ro have against the state of Nebraska, currently still being investigatcd 

a pro-OPS rally;' alumnus Dan Gutman said. "Even though we framed state and the parents and school systems involved, could 

the rally as a pro-OPS rally, I think the bill really did inspire a lot of affected by the new law. 

students to come Out:' Also, the state aid could be affected as well. 

Gutman, class of 2004, was one of the key planners of the "We believe it won't provide any more state aid , and it 

demonstration, Hying to Omaha from school in Washington, D.C. provide less;' she said. 

to work with junior Seth Rich and other students in getting the ball Another concern would be busing within the tWO-COUllt) . 

rolling. which would be provided free of charge to all students in ths' 

At the rally, Gutman introduced the other speakers-one from community and controlled by the integration task force, a 

each OPS high school and a close friend of his, alumnus Steve Hogan board in the learning community which would ensure a 

who also graduated in 2004. diverse population. 

The speaker from North, senior Aaryon Williams, told a personal Chambers said this should quell any complaints from 

story of how OPS had impacted him. or parents who want their students to attend the same schools 

H e grew up in Gary, Ind., one of the country's most segregated future. 

cities, which was the murder capirol of the United States last year. "If they are concerned ... they are mistaken becau se th, ' 

"OPS has basically saved my life. I didn't have much to live for;' he guarantees that right; to continue attendance at a student 's 

said:: .. College wasn'~evel} in \!1y vocab ~ ry , b ~fR r . e I gOt here:'u. , ... ..;, t,schol;ll; '.Iw saiq, . tI ' . H' I -: ..... U' ., J •. 

PHOTO BY ZACH PLUHACEKJREGISTER 

Freshman Edward Pierce (middle) protests the dismantling of Omaha Public Schools (OPS) with 

other Central and Benson students. Tbe demonstrators stood along Dodge Street while the rally 

was going on after school on April 14. 

Other students told ab6ut their experiel1ces at schools in the Chambers said his proposal was mischaracterizcd by the t t 

district, apparently trying to steer clear of mention of LB 1024 and media and by local business and school leaders. 

keeping their statements purely about what the district has done for "These people in Omaha don't realize that history,literall ). is 

them. made;' he said. "They just resent the one who is making h iswr)"." 
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HE T OPS 
d. After state Sen. Ernie Chambers pushed to get the bill passed that would separate 0 PS into 

eir support for the largest school district in the state. 

Alumnus helps organize pro .. O PS rally 
BY ASTRIKA WILHELM 

He helped organize a rally that involved over 400 

rowdy and angry students from allover OPS. 

Dan Gutman, class of 2004, was one of the major 

planners in the event held on the steps of Central. 

Working with junior Seth Rich for three days, Gutman 

made sure the rally would be a complete success. 

"I had been in contact with Luanne Nelson and we 

starred talking;' Rich said. "Then Dan Gutman gave me 

a call and we came up with the rally idea:' 

Gutman said he had been following the news about 

OPS very closely when he was at college in Washington 

D.C. He called people he knew from the Teachers 

Administrative Center (TAC) and then called Rich. 

Rich said OPS spokesperson Luanne Nelson really 

helped them out. She went to the other OPS schools to 

get the other students involved. 

In order to get the students from the other schools, 

buses were sent to all of the 0 PS schools that then came 

to Central, where the rally was held. 

Many think the rally was held to protest Sen. Ernie 

Chambers' amendment to LB 1024. However, none of 

the speakers even menioned the bill. 

main reasons. One was all the media attention the whole 

rally and protest got. 

"I was even quoted for CNN;' Rich said. 

Also, a lot of students realized the importance of 

the rally, and decided to show up. Gutman said this was 

parr of the reason the rally was such an achievement. 

"It was definitely an unexpected success;' Gutman 

said. "We didn't think the rally would fail, but we didn't 

expect so many students to come:' 

He said the rally was intended to be more of a 

press conference to let the public know the students' 

opinions. 

Despite the fact none of the speakers mentioned 

anything negative, Rich, Gutman and the others said 

they had strong opinions on both Sen. Ernie Chambers 

and Gov. Dave Heineman. 

"I think Chambers has a little too narrow view 

point on some issues. I don't understand his opinions, 

like the break-up of OPS," Rich said. 

Gutman said he believed Chambers had a lot of 

bad experienct!s with the school system growing up, so 

he had given up hope in OPS. Gutman said it was he 

and the students who showed up ar the rally who hadn't 

given up on OPS. 

to the entire state and he has decided to stop the OPS 

annexation. He shouldn't hold OPS below everyone 

else. I think he has ulterior motives:' 

Gutman said he thought Heineman was too hasty 

in his decision to Sign the bill. He said an issue that was 

big and important should not be decided upon in one 

single night. Now, all the students could do was wait to 

see what will happen and stay involved, he said. 

Rich said he had heard some OPS lawyers were 

writing up a lawsuit. 

But before any OPS lawyers sued, parents and 

representatives from the NAACP filed their own 

lawsuit against Heineman. 

"It's a good sign;' Rich said. 

If there is a trial, Rich said he will be sure to arrend. 

He'll also continue his work for the district. 

"I know this issue won't be resolved by the time I 

graduate, and I am still going to organize rallies and go 

on the radio;' Rich said. 

Everyone can expect more actions by Gutman and 

Rich in the future. They have been involved since the 

beginning. Gutman said he wants to stay involved in the 

battle with OPS and the state. 

PHOTO BY ZACH PlUHACEKlREGISTER 

Dan Gutman (right), class of 2004, talks with Junior Seth Rich 
the beginning of the rally. Gubnan said he had been closely 

news about OPS as the One CHy, One School Issue went on. 

Instead, they all talked about the positive role OPS 

has played in their lives. 

"I think the rally got the message out that we do 

have an opinion;' Rich said. 

Rich also said the rally was a huge success for two 

Rich said his opinion on Heineman was almost the 

same as his opinion on Chambers. 

"He (Heineman) isn't one of my favorite people;' 

he said. "I think he doesn't look at the issue for the 

best of the state. His ad on television says he listens 

Rich debated the One City, One School issue on 

the radio with an Elkhorn student before Chambers' 

amendment was ever attached to the bill. 

Even though Gutman returned to Washington 

D.C., he said he would continue to fight for OPS and 

its students. 

overnor stands by his decision to sign bill, split district into three 
BY ASTRIKA WILHELM 

Out of all the issues facing the city over the 

r, the One City, One School District subject 

one of the biggest. 

Now, Gov. Dave Heineman faces a new 

in One City, One School in addition to 

ible re-election in November. He signed 

'slative Bill 1024, a plan to split Omaha Public 

(OPS) into three districts. 

"When I first heard about One City, One 

I tho~ght this would be a ~ery decisi~b I . 

and not necessary," Heineman said. 

The issue surfaced last summer, and he said 

then the tension between OPS and the 

schools has risen astronomically. 

H eineman said he thought both sides were 

on the wrong issues, and instead should 

at what was best for the students and the 

with people 

in the annexation on both sides;' 

Heineman said. 

He said he wanted all of the districts to come 

together to solve the issue, but it should not end 

with OPS annexing the others. 

"Bigger is not always better;' Heineman said. 

The smaller districts, he 

said, were sometimes good for the 

students. 

If OPS was split into three 

separate districts , then the original 

big issue' of annexing Millard, Ralston 

and Elkh ' o~n into 01>S, : would not 

be even an issue anymore, since the 

Omaha Public Schools would not 

exist as they do now. 

The law, even though it enforces racial 

segregation, is not a foregone conclusion. 

Racial segregation is against the law. 

Heineman said he didn't want to get involved in 

the issue of whether Omaha and its public schools 

were segregated. 

Many people in Chambers' 

district are pro-OPS. Heineman said 

Chambers represented his district 

One student, junior Sophie Wang. said she 

feels strongly about the split of OPS. 

. "I had heard OPS was going to repeal the 

law, and I think OPS should sue the state;' Wang 

said. 

Since the law was passed on that late night in 

April. Omaha has been making the national news. 

Wang said the news wasn't necessarily positive 

towards Omaha, or the schools. 

well in order to have won so many re- Heineman said he wasn't concerned about 

, ~I , ections. , , ...... .,.. , ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ news beca~ ~~ ~ . e only cared·about the state 

In the middfe of April. or 0'£ Nebraska and the children in the education 

students held a rally at Central systems. 

to show their support for OPS. However, many believe the national attention 

Heineman thought it was great the Omaha was getting was giving the state a bad 

LB 1024 caught Heineman 

totally by surprise, he said. 

HEINEMAN students decided to get involved in an reputation. 

Even though Heineman signed the bill, 

making it a law, he said the law might not exist a 

year from now. 

"The issue is still on the table;' Heineman 

said. 

issue that was all about them. The split of the biggest district in the state 

"It's a great thing. freedom of speech. will prove to be a hard ordeal. Heineman said 

support that," Heineman said . OPS will remain a strong district. To make sure 

He said there were supporters of all the OPS stays strong. Heineman said he had one 

school districts, and it's healthy for students to get major plan. 

involved in their individual issues. "My two main focuses as governor are 

education and economic development;' Heineman 

said . 

He said he will help every school district 

that needs the help. However, to make sure every 

student receives a good education, he said there is 

one major factor. 

"The key to a good education system is local 

control;' he said. 

He said he knew about Nebraska's education 

systems because he grew up in one. 

He went · to ·school in- Sanders county. 25 

miles west of Omaha. His wife graduated from 

South High School, and he has been the Governor 

of Nebraska since Jan. 21, 2005. 

Heineman has lived in Nebraska for the 

majority of his life. 

Whether or not Heineman will be re-elected 

this November, the segregated split will still exist 

until the courts decide whether the governor or 

OPS was in the right. 

Will Omaha really end up segregatedr As 

Heineman said, only time will tell. 
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The administration 
seems to have 
unwarranted fears 
when It comes to 
diabetics having their 
medicine with them 
at all times. They are 
afraid students will 
misuse the needles, 
when instead they 

should focus on what Is 
safest for Ute student. 

PHrnroIUU~noNIYC~Y 

LOMNETHIREGISTER 

THE POINT OF NEEDLES 
A high school in Arizona recently cam e under fire for 

refusing ro allow a student wirh dia betes to carry a rester in 

order to monitor his blood sligar. -nle 

a junkie wou ld get his or her hands on them is slim to none. 

The fact is allowi ng a diabetic student ro bring these things 

ro school would seemingly have little effect 

blanket ban on all needles in school 

received fire because he could nOt carry his 

medicine with him in case of emergencies. 
EDITORIAL 

on the amount of intravenous drug use 

at school, not allowing these things could 

put a diabetic student in a very dangerous 

situation. A diabetic has to constantly 

moniror his blood sugar and forcing him 

ro do it in the nurse's office poses a number 

Central Journalism 
@ops.org 

E·MAlL 

Instead he must go ro the nurse's 

office every time he wants to check his 

blood sugar. 

111e OPINION of 
the Register staff 

124 N. 20th St. 
Omaha, NE 68102 

MAIL 
402.557.3357 

PIIGIIE 
402.557.3339 

Central has a similar policy. Diabetic students must keep 

their supplies at the nurse's office a nd go there in order to check 

their blood sugar. This inconviena ncc could be deadly. 

FAX 
First and foremost there is always the risk a student may 

faint before he manages to reach the nurse. 

This could result in serious head injuries. 

This absurd policy should be discarded with om a second 

thought. The school's policy against needles is certa inly 

understandable. 

There should absolutely be rules in place to prevent 

students from using drugs intravenously at school, but logical 

exceptions can and should be made. 

A student bringing a blood sugar tester or an insulin 

needle is not going to contribute to in-school intravenous drug 

use in any large way. 

Students doing hard drugs in school have likely already 

figured out where to get their hands on needles wi thour having 

to buy or steal them from the diabetics at sc hool. 

Besides, if students keep thei r su pplies with them, the odds 

The Omaha Central High School 

Register seeks to inform its readers 

accurately as to items of interest and 

importance. 

The staff strives to uphold the 

principles of journalism in all its 

proceedings. 

The Register is a member of the 

National Scholastic Press Association 

(NSPA), the Nebraska High School 

Press Association (NHSPA), the 

Journalism Education Association 

(JEA), Quill and Scroll and the 

Columbia Scholastic Press Association 

(CSPA). 

The Register is a 10-time Best-in­

Show winner for large newspapers at 

theJEA/NSPA national conventions in 

San Francisco, Boston, Phoenix, Dallas 

,Washington D.C., Seattle and Chicago. 

The Register staff is also responsible 

for the publication of the EDGE feature 

magazine, which has won a first place 

Best-in-Show award for specialty 

publications. 

The Register has won multiple 

NSPA Pacemakers. 

The Pacemaker is considered the 

Pulitzer Prize of high school journalism. 
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It has also won many Cornhusker 

awards from NHSPA. 

It has been awarded Gold and 

Silver Crowns from CSPA for its overall 

work. 

Unsigned editorials are the opinion 

of the Register staff and do not necessarily 

represent the opinion of Central High 

School or its faculty. Signed editor ials 

are the opinion of the author alone, and 

do not necessarily represent the opinion 

of Central H igh School or the Register 

staff. 

Leners to the editor are 

encouraged. 

They can be sent to the Register at 

124 N. 20th Sr., Omaha, NE 68102 or 

via e-mail to CentraI.Journalism@ops. 

org. 

Letters must include the author's 

full name and grade. 111e use of pen 

names is not permitred. Unsigned letters 

will nor be printed. Letters will be edited 

for length, c1ariry, tas te and accuracy. 

Misrepresentation of fact will nor 

be considered. 

Advertising information is available 

by calling (402) 557-3357. If there is no 

one available, please leave a message. 

of significant problems. 

In addition ro risk of death, there is also the disadvantage 

the student will be at as a result of frequently missing class. 

Srudents with diabetes should be allowed ro function as 

normally as possible. Forcing that student to be chronically 

tardy and absent is something sure to have an adverse effect on 

his performance in school. 

It would be very easy to allow students to simply test their 

blood sugar themselves and simply take a few extra steps to 

ensure the needles are being used for their intended purpose 

only. 

It would be easy to simply give diabetic students a special 

TD th ey might be asked to present if a staff member found the 

needles or saw them testing their blood sugar. 

TIlis would allow the school to continue a strict policy 

on needles at school, without putting diabetic students at a 

disadvantage. 

The idea of a school even seriously considering not 

allowing diabetics to test themselves is simply ridiculous. 
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Late night encounter with 

homeless enlightens seni 
At one a.m. on a Friday night, we traipsed 

into a Village Inn after an evening of music in a 

smoke-filled Sokol Underground. This restaurant 

seems to be a haven for the drunks, the addicts, 

the lost. 
We sat down and ate our early breakfast. For 

some reason the greasy hash browns always seem 

like a bright idea late at night. Mine were gone toO 

fast as usual, and afterwards 

we sat in idle conversation 

when all of a sudden a patron 

caught our attention as he 

emered the restaurant. 

ejection from the Village Inn, but then 

I was somewhat Sattered. OUt of all the 

in the restaurant this man had decided 

appeared to be the kindest, the most 

He sat down, and laid his direy hat . 

our dirty dishes, the green duffle bag 

forgotten and left in the middle of the Hoor. 

time a guest was forced to maneuver 

____ --,,_ green lump he 

but he never t h oU~ t 

move it. 

He just sat and 

the slightest smile, 

might have it figul!d 

••••• but you'd never kn o ~ . 
He staggered in, a 

relic with an olive green 

trench coat rippling around 

his legs. His brown skin 

wrinkled, folded, creased 

and hardened; covered with 

A Column by Joe Delich 

did or not or what tltt: 

"it" was in the fitst 

The other CUStomers 

a brown broad rimmed hat Soppy with wear 

and rain and age. On his shoulder he carried an 

army surplus duffle bag and in his hand he held a 

large staff topped with feathers. He seemed to be 

a refugee from the past, a time traveler from the 

Old West. But not the old west of our movies and 

childhood fantasies, but a harsh world, a home to 

an entire disenfranchised people. 

His limbs possessed an arthritic stiffness, 

making each step in his heavy boots less than 

graceful. He rook one look at the blue pale-faced ' 

soldier and knew his time inside would be brief if 

he didn't take action. 

He crossed the waiting area as if making for 

the bathroom as the cop walked out slowly from 

behind the register. However, as he reached the 

restroom door he rumed with surprising quickness 

to the right and the hostess's worst nightmare was 

realized: The homeless man was wandering among 

the paying customers. The cop and the hostess 

quickened their pace; the dirty eyesore had to be 

removed before the damage was irreparable. 

But the old man was too smart for them; he 

spotted some friendly faces and sat down at their 

table like he'd been born there. The cop lingered 

' ! " ~e, ff9-dy to take away the filthy man at the 

slightest word from the sure to be scandalized 

diners. To his disappointment, the table seemed 

to be completely undisturbed by the interruption. 

This is because the table was occupied by my 

girlfriend and me. 

At first I was slightly taken aback that this 

man had decided to use our table to try and escape 

and laughed at Our 

misfortune. He smiled and told us he'd sat 

with us because my hair reminded him 01 

Dylan. He proceeded to tell us about hll'l 

knew Bobby Dylan and he almosr mer 

Bukowski and that Jack Kerouac may have 

drunk, but his friends certainly didn'r do 

to save him. 

All his tales seemed to be random 

of thoughts and memories. somehow 

together by a man with slow broken 

frequently punctuated by long silences. .' 

all of his sentences seemed to end with i 

silence, during which he would stare off 

nothing until we dragged him back into 

with our questions. 

We asked him about life on th e rOld 

places he'd been. We asked him about rhe 

yards, the boxcars and the hobos. 

He told us he was a poet. He read 

poem he claimed to have written. bur I'm 

sure he made it up on the spot. He talked 

about a "gee tar;' but he didn't seem to ha',1 

He told Claire she was roo pretty to 

hopping trains. He told us broken stories 

the reservations and the Mississippi. He 

us his ~teful D.~ r citssertr J-! He'refused 

our money for food, but he did take our 

a new tape player. 

Eventually the pauses in his speech 

control of his voice and he slipped in to 

left him with a cup of a coffee and a few 

the waitress. He gave us some magners he 

his bag. I think we got the better deal. 

Mentally handicapped warne 

show student not to prejudge 
I never imagined I would be eating lunch 

with someone with a mental disorder, or that if I 

did, it would be one of the most meaningful and 

memorable experiences of my life. 

When I visited Community Alliance with 

my youth leadership class, I was faced with what I 

thought was going to be a very awkward situation. 

I wasn't sure what to expect, 

and wasn't sure I would like 

what was coming. 

didn't let their disease define them or contrcl 

lives. 

Other people shouldn't either. 

People should never let a medical title, 

title for that matter, get in the way of 

know someone or treating him or her 

respect that evety human deserves. 

People with 

,disorders, or any 

for that matter, are 

. too. Those who suffer 

a mental disorder hal'! 

illness just like 

I didn't know whether 

some seemingly normal 

individuals would be placed 

at my table or a paranoid 

psychotic. That was my 

problem. 

,..... who has cancer. 
. . •••••• The truth is, you 

HONEST TO A FAULT know who around yOU' 

I was a bit surprised at 

what I got, however. 
A Column by Jared Spence have a mental 

These illnesses aren't 

full blown. C~.~ P"""s u My table's lunch guest 

was a slightly older woman. She had depression, 

but also suffered from cerebral palsy. 

I wasn't expecting her to have a muscular 

disease, but I didn't know what to expect in the 

first place anyway. 

After being guided over to our table by her 

worker, she sat down with her tray and introduced 

herself and told us what illness she had. 

I was nervous about the whole thing. I 

didn't want to ask any questions that had obvious 

answers or anything too complicated either. At the 

same time, I didn't want to shy away from asking 

questions and seem as if I was ignoring her. 

My goal was to make this lady feel comfortable 

and not make her feel like some sort of spectacle 

on display. 

Her cerebral palsy made it difficult to 

understand her speech, so I had to be patient and 

attentive. This made it more awkward, seeing as 

how I am not too keen on making eye contact with 

people as it is. 

Sitting at that table, listening to the lady talk 

about her life opened my eyes. I soon realized 

that my earlier apprehension was nothing but a 

prejudice . 

Linda was just as normal a person as any 

of the rest of us are. I think that was the most 

important thing I learned that day. 

Later on that afternoon, we sat in a room 

with a panel of people before us. These were real 

people. They had regular jobs and regular lives. 

They spoke about their illnesses without any fear 

or uncertainty. 

It was very impressive. 

It suddenly became evident that these people 

go undiagnosed. 

Through my experience, 

mental disorder can affect someone without 

warning. 

It is like a bomb that is dropped on 

life and brings all the other aspects crashin~ 

with it. 

It slowly creeps through the cracks into 

part of a person's life like a snake. 

Someone speaking to the group rhat 

made us acknowledge the fact that we ohen 

at those who are different and pass judgement. 

We see someone limping along the 

and we laugh at them, or we notice 

muttering to themselves in public and say 

or ourselves, "Look at that crazy person. 

thar poor, poor crazy person:' 

People form judgements on someone 

because they are different from what seerns r,l 

the majority. 

There's a social stigma 

individuals around. 

They are looked at as crazy, as 

insane and dangerous just because they 

a disease they have no control over. 

They're punished for a decision 

never theirs to make. 

I think that it would be wise for each 
t 

to take a step back and look at who we are 

how we treat others, regardless of if they 

disorder or not. 

People too often rely on a 

standard of normalcy to judge others. 

Everyone, including those with 

disorders, should be treated as equals. 
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"We have don e just fine with 

OPS staying OPS and Milbrd 

staying Millard .. :' 
Lauren Trummer (10) 

NOT A STEREOTYPE 
A column by Kim Buckley 

eath of patient leaves 

dent without friend 
of the most rewarding 

of my life was getting to 

my first hospice patient. My 

.JIlll I volunteer for the Visiting 

A>sociation (VNA), which is a 

fo r the te rminally ill. 

was already my mom's 

r. so she let me meet her, I can't 

the name because of patient 

ity, so let's call her "Kate:' 

;\l~' mom and I took turns 

I1f stories our loud to Kate from 

,,·ken Soup" book my mom has. I 

t;,und out her favorite story was a 

one about a lost family and 

rcyde gang. 

Whenever I read that story I 

r how much she loved it, and 

. the srory special to me. 

expect the news to hurt as much as 

it did. I JUSt couldn't believe she was 

dead. I was shocked and devestated 

about the news. I didn't even get to go 

to the funeral to say goodbye. 

My mom told me Kate died shortly 

after she had visited the hospital. She 

said Kate had died in her sleep and 

wasn't in pain. Mom also described the 

funeral to me and how it seemed as if 

Kate's spirit was there. 

I don't normally believe in those 

kinds of things, but this t ime I did. I 

really do believe her spirit was at the 

funeral . There were just too many 

coincidences. 

I loweve r, the visit was SOon over, 

would keep coming back with my 

[() visit Kate. I don't know what 

.lbOllr Ka te, but I don't need to 

" know what connected us. What 

There was a couple on a motorcycle 

that drove past, and Kate and her ex­

husband used to ride on a motorcycle 

together. A butterfly kept hovering by 

one of her daughters, and the butterfly 

was Kate's favorite animal. 

THE NE'N f"'AC £. orr O?S 
About a week after the funeral, my 

mom and I bought purple flowers (her 

favorite color) and put them on Kate's 

grave, and I said my last goodbye. That 

was one of the hardest things for me to 

do. 

The new heartland of racism 
k"ow was she made a lasting 

iOIl ill my mind. 

O"e of the things I loved about 

, she made me laugh. She was 

was really 

For example, being sick never 

Maybe it was good that I didn't 

get to go to the funeral. I don't know 

if I could have handled the sight of a 

coffin being lowered into the ground. 

I almost cried visiting her grave, the 

funeral probably would have been roo 

" much .• -, , ., 

As it stands now, the city's largest district is to be split 

in three, in an effort by State Senators Ernie Chambers and 

Ron Raikes to give each community more local contro l. TIleir 

amendment, approved by the Legislature on Apr. 6 as parr 

of the larger Legislative Bill 1024, will 

ro Raikes and Chambers. TIle division could , in fact, have two 

very po., it ive eA-ects 011 the Omaha communiry. 

First, smaller districts allow the education system to work 

more closely wirh community members. Each district would 

have a separate board of education and 

use existing school attendance areas to 

potentially create a Northeast, Southeast 

and West district of what is now Omaha 
EDITORIAL 

Public Schools (OPS). 

These changes wilL ~" ot . occur ~. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
'TIle OPINION of 

the R egister staff 

her from eating the foods she 

O ne of my fondest memories 

when my mom and] drove for 

an hOllr1'O get Kate>a.'slusby: ,,, 

I know she was really fond of For a while after she died, it was 

hard for me to get around the fact 

that my mom and I would be visiting 

another patient. When we got our 

next patient, I was secretly glad that I 

couldn't go visit the patient when I got 

sick. I didn't want to admit the fact the 

patient I would be seeing would not be 

Kate. I had gotten so used ro Kate that 

I was nervous about seeing another 

patient. 

immediately, but the issue is likely to - - - --- ----- --- ­

smalier administrative staff, creating closer 

ties ro the community in which the district 

exists. TIle d ivi si on would also give the area 

mO l'e of a say in the lea rning co mmunity 

created by L8 1024. The area currently 

represented by one di strict (OPS) would 
my mom visited her and I 

she would ask my mom where 

Her eyes would light up when 

vis it her. It was as if she was a 

I never knew I had. 

Pretty soon her health started 

and it showed. It was 

rough for me at that point 

I couldn't understand what she 

some of the time. I would visit her 

ueh as I could, which wasn't often 

of school. 

Ka te died in the summer, right 

school started. It was the week 

e I was still at a summer camp, and 

, rhe news when my parents came 

me up. I was completely silent 

long time. 

I know I was warned that I would 

L.J., rraClnea to the patients, but I didn't 

I think the next patient helped me 

move on more than anything. He was 

a man who my supervisor wanted me 

to visit for the day. I went in with the 

supervisor, and the man and I talked, 

What I found was someone willing to 

open up to me. Talking with him made 

me think it was OK that Kate wasn't 

my patient because I would never 

forget her. 

be resolved by 2008. OPS 's stance is that any other forms of 

the split would go agai nst the language of LB 1024, therefore 

making them impossible. The potential attendan ce areas, which 

are described in four plans released by OPS, are already deeply 

segregated, both racially and economically, and splitti ng them 

apart will make th is division more solidified. 

Central would most likely be placed in the Northeast 

district, along with North and Benson. According to 

information released by OPS, that atea is mostly made up of 

African-American families with below-average income levels. 

The Southeast district would also have a high average of low­

income families, but students would primarily be of Hispanic 

heritage. It would have by far the greatest percentage of 

English language learners in the metro area. The third district, 

composed of the Burke and Northwest attendance areas, would 

have a less than 30 percent minority population, as well as the 

smallest percentage of low -income households and English 

language learners. 

However much these divisions echo the Jim Crow laws of 

the early 1900s, they serve a much different purpose, according 

have th ree t imes as much of a say in loc;,{ dec isions. 

Both of these solutions could have been ac hieved ill " 

much more appropriate manner by the Legislature, but the lack 

of integrat ion within OPS should have been bettered yell'S ago 

by the Board of Education. The district is too willing ro exploit 

its diverse population, especially considering the severity of the 

st ill -rampant segregation throughout the inner city. 

Another concern should be for the securiry of this system 

in years to co me. If racist district leaders ca n manipulare the 

learning community to segregate schools down th e li ne, the 

integriry of Omaha's school districts, and the state of Nebraska 

in general. could be in some serious trouble. TIle success of the 

amendment, as well as LB 1024 in general. lies in the vigor of 

the com muniry's integration task force and th e responsibili ty 

through which the new system is run. Looking at past precedent, 

such an integration effort will likely have little to no eA-ect on 

the problem. 

Should this task force fail. the schools in Omaha are mOSt 

certainly going to be segregated-and the Legisla ture will be 

to blame, 

LETTERS, E·MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS 
T-shirts meant no offense 

Editor, 

[think Millard is blowing the whole "I love OPS"T-shirrs 

out of proportion . The T-shirts are just a statement that 

the Omaha Public School District. 

Yes, the Omaha Public School District has its problems, 

Ir was not saying anything about taking over M illard. Now 

JUSt fighting to not be broken up. 

Also, the T-shirts were a form of fund-raising for the pom 

and the pom squad needed the money because it was in 

They did not mean to make a political statement and it 

not be taken that way. They were just showing district 

It is not like the Omaha Public School District is getting 

about Millard's "Millard Forever" T-shirts. Millard does 

llo4ld!:AV Bullis (10) 

posed bill unconstitutional 
Editor, 

LB 1024 is unconstitutional and it doesn't make much 

[f we are taught to come together and help each other 

all of Our lives, then why would we contradict that and tell 

to split up againr LB 1024 isn't even clear. 

[t just says OPS would be divided. The boundaries they 

be putting up seem segregated by race. It's hard enough 

people to get along. But, now putting up racial divisions 

JUSt make people feel like they need to beat the rest, caus­

Illore fighting. 

Minshall (12) 

would spilt friends 
Edito r, 

I think it is wrong to pretty much segregate [he OPS 

. because I have some friends who arc black and I have 

who are Mexican. 

If Ernie Chambers does get this passed to separate OPS 

three school districts, ] might lose some friends I see at 

every day. 

Stoffel (9) 

Art classes need more support 
Dear Editor, 

I think that we need more funding for the art programs. Central High School 

just got a multi-million dollar stadium and gym, bur we do not even hav.e markers 

in our Art 1-2 class. Sports will not pay for a future forever. More people In the arts 

programs get into college because of their talents and intelligence. H igh school should 

be the time to enhance our skills. 

Jessica Smolinski (9) 

Annexation Increases educational success 

Dear Editor, 

My opinion on the One C ity, One School District matter is that it should 

happen. Millard Schools have a good education like Central, and so does Elkhorn and 

all those other schools. Parents who have students at North, South, Northwest and 

etc. want their children to have a good education. 

But Central can only have so many kids. Millard is judging the matter of thinking 

Our kids might harm theirs. I think anyo ne should be able to 

go to any school they want. If they want a good education, why 

should th ey not get it because of where they live? 

Elizabeth Reynolds (9) 

Separation of DPS is unwanted 
Dear Editot, 

I personally feel tha t OPS splitting into th ree different 

sections is a bad idea . Bur, it might help the schools. However, I 

think they should just let the schools stay the way they are. 

We have done j ust fine with OPS stayingOPS and Millard 

staying Millard and erc. I really do hate the idea. I am tired of 

hearing about it. TIley should just let it be and leave it alone. 

Lauren Trummer (10) 

OPS split will disturb community 
Dear Editor, 

I think what's go ing on with the idea to split the school 

district is completely ridi culous. Why is it okay to have a 

segregated community! That is all this bill is proposing. 

'We would be in a distri ct with North and Benso n. This will 

disrupt Omaha's comm uniry as a whole and even N ebras ka's . 

Segregation is nor the right answer, and ne ither is taking 

the easy war out. I will do whatever I can to stop th is. 

Elizabeth Erikson (10) 

Law adds even more commotion 
Dear Editor, 

TIlis thing about forming three school di stricts just seems 

ro sound like it's adding more com motion to everything else 

involving sch ools and education. 

Can't we all just get along! If there is proof that shows that 

forming thtee new school districts will better the system and 

our education, then let the new plan roll. Otherwise, we should 

JUSt leave it alone. 

Crystal Huynhcao (10) 

REGISTER YOUR OPINION 

Will LB 1024 better the 
education system? 

"I think i('sjust going to 

separ:1te the schools, I don't 

know if it will change the 

education. Ir depl'nds on 

the new d is tri cts .1 nd what 

people do." 

Christina Ritchie (9) 

"1 don't think so. J just think 

if you want to le'a rn, then YOll 

will learn:' 

Michael Williams (10) 
~~.~ ~ 

"To tell YOll the trurh, it 

probably won't work. But 1 

d on't really know. lllcre's no 

certain answer." 

Klera House (9) 

"1 say no. I chink segregating 

schools is ridiculous. I love 

going to a d tverse schoo!." 

Molly Tipton (11) 

"No, 1 think that it would 

hinder our learnjng 

experience." 

MaD Cronin (11) 
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Williams unable to salvage 'RV' 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

Take a spoiled family, a talented comedian in the wrong role and a 

plot as bulky and awkward as a recreational vehicle, and that is the premise 

of" RV." 

Bob Munro, played by Robin Williams, was in danger oflosing his job 

until his slave driver of a boss gave him one chance to save it. Bob needed 

to be at a company meeting to convince a small er soda 

The jokes in the movie were tired and old, providing very little to laugh 

at. The jokes included attacking animals, the RV crashing into things and 

disgusting waste produces being dumped on Bob, all of which have been 

seen before in other movies. 

One couldn't help but wince when they remembered other great 

movies Williams had been in , 

The movie was predictable and it was easy to guess where the plot 

was headed. Ie was fairly simple to tell what jokes were 

company to merge with the larger soda company he 

worked for or else he would have been fired. 
MOVIE REVIEW going to be made as well. The end of the movie seemed 

to be put together at the last minute, when the writers 

realized they had eaten away almost two hours. Bob took the opportunity to save his job and 

canceled the family trip to Hawaii to take them in an 

RV to Colorado with him. 

tili fi __ 
The only redeeming quality of the movie was 

the nice but perky Gornicke family they met on the 

way. Jeff Daniels and Kristin Chenoweth played th e 

parents, Travis and Marie Jo. Their talent was under­

'R¥' 

Of course he d idn't tell his pampered wife Jamie 

(Cheryl Hines) about nearly getcing fired, or his 

Starring: Robin Williams 

rude children Cassie and Carl (Joanna Levesque and Josh Hutcherson 

respectively). 

For the next hour or so, the entire movie was filler. Bob endured his 

family complaining about not going to Hawaii, 

However, it was easy to see why Bob didn't want to tell his family 

he could gel' fi red because they didn't show any sign of supporr for him 

throughout most of the movie. 

Hines, Levesque and Hutcherson didn't leave any impact on the 

audience with their abi li ty because they spent most of the film whining 

instead of act ing. Anybody can do that. 

utilized and wasted in the film, just like Williams'. 

They were supposed to be weird and annoying, but the audience could 

not help but like the Gornicke family better than the Munro family, 

As a running joke, the Munro family kept trying to ditch them, even 

when the Gornicke family had been noth ing but kind and thoughtful to 

them. For instance, Travis hosed down Bob after waste products fell on 

him, and later invited the Munros over to dinner at their RV. 

These are people who didn't deserve to be looked down upon by the 

snobby Munro family because they seemed unintell igent. 

Daniels' character was a little more believable. He seemed more 

like a lovable dad than Williams' character was, Even when Chenoweth 

was supposed to be annoying, she still had an air of sweetness that one 

preferred over Hines' character. The audience probably wished the movie 

had been about them and their family instead of the boorish Munros. 

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 

COURTESY OF 

W ill iams gave an OK performance, demonstrated by the general 

aff.1bility of Bob, but he got sruck in a role that required most of the 

comedy to come from awful things happening to him. He didn't get the 

chance to really show his acting skills until the end of the movie when he 

finally told his family the truth and he was doing the best he could since he 

was the only one acrually providing any money for the family. 

W illi ams couldn't help but be sweet and kind-hearted in the movie, 

and the audience was symparhetic to Bob, even rhough he was supposedly 

a fa ilure of a farher. 

No matter how rushed the conclusion may have seemed, the audience 

was already disappointed in how long it took to reach the end of the 

movie. 

One wonders why Williams took the role because the movie quickly 

runs out of gas. 

Travis Gornicke (Jeff Daniels) and his family huny to catch up with the Munro 
the road. Throughout the movie, the Munro family kept trying to ditch them 

thought the Gornicke family was strange. Daniels' talent was wasted In this bland filII 

Musician uses grief, loss in songs to impact listener in haunting 

ALBUM COURTESY UNIVERSAL INTERNADONAL 

BY EMMA PHILLIPS complemented Drake's wavering vocals perfectly. 

Even when the only sound coming from the speakers was 

the soft plucking of guitar strings, there was still a fee ling of 

unspeakable sadness. Coupled with haunting vocals the debut 

album "Five Leaves Left" from Nick Drake gave off the feel ing of 

The style of singing Drake used also made the album 

incredible. At rimes, it was very strong and swelled with a 

musical crescendo, or it whispered and faltered when singing 

about something very emotional or tragic. The breaks in Drake's 

voice were no doubt intentional and probably were thought out 

loss and grief. The emotion in the music was -===::::::::::::::::::::::::::=;:;::::::::::::::::=== 
so raw that at times one felt uncomfortable MUSIC REVIEW 
listening to it, like one was hearing something 

forbidden, reading his best friend's diary. 

Drake's songs were consistently striking 'FIVE LEAVES LEFT' 

throughout the album, both lyrically and Key track: "Time Has Told Me" 
musically. Several of the songs featured _ _ ______ _ ___ _ 

in the srudio, but instead of sounding staged 

like some sad-eyed songwriters of today they 

struck sadness into the listeners' heart and 

made one wish there was something one 

could do to ease Drake's pain. 

One of the stand-out tracks on the 

record was "Time Has Told Me;' a soft and 

extended introductions and instead of getting 

bored with hearing acoustic guitar one was instead enchanted 

by the creative pluck patterns and extremely cohesive chord 

cq;t.n"&tis .. • ..... ,, .. 1ol , ~h I UU T> ~ (" .,~ 
....... r J.. W1 - ... - If " . t~ ' ... 

The difference in soun was so subtle it could barely 

simple ode to the lessons Drake had learned 

in his shorr life. The so ng outlined several instances in which 

Drake learned something and it seemed there was a running 

plot to follow as opposed to the more common verse-chorus­

verse pattern that most pop songs follow. 

be detected, but it also was very important to the music and 

YourseR 
to the Test! 

Find out for sure lif 
you have an STD. 

Did you know 

that Chlamydia and 

60norrhearates in 
Douglas County 

are two times 
higher than the 
national rates? 

While listening to the song, one would hope for a resolution, 

some glimmer of hope, and that was what one rc(eiwi 

way. 

As the song closed Drake whispered into the 

that he was close to feeling fixed, but he didn't think 

able to find the cure he was looking for. 

Listening to this track gave the listener the same 

being punched in the stomach. The disappointmcnr of 

given a happy ending was enough to make the li stener . 

on their bed and stare at the ceiling, 

Even though the song was undeniably sad and 

on depressing, it was still immensely beautiful and 

appreciated by anyone who has a pure love for music 

Perhaps the most haunting element of thi s album , 

title itself," Five Leaves Left:' 

It was Drake's first album released in his earl)' 

and five years later he overdosed on sleeping pills 

depressants and died. While he 'Reyer achieved rhe , 

acclaim he longed for during his life, his music stilil il'cs 

decades after his death. 
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ew film based on video game fails to recreate suspense 
BY PATRICK BREEN night, she would get up and walk to a cliff while mumuring 

"silent hi1l:' 

·Silent Hill" was rated "R" for strong horror violence, 

gore, disturbing images and some 
So, of course, the mother in her genius ways decided 

ro take her daughter to the place she 
language, but it should have been 

rated "T" for terrible. 

The special effects blockbuster, 

with millions of dollars written all 

over it, became weak after only half 

an hour of agony. 

The plot came from the 

extremely popular video game, 

MOVIE REVIEW • ... ".' .. ' .. 
'SILENT HILL' 

kept walking roo No therapy or drugs 

here, so Tom Cruise would be happy. 

While driving ro the destination, 

there was a sudden (and predictable) 

appearance of a freaky litde girt. 

Starring: Radha Mitchell Rose swerved ro avbid the child, 

and crashed the car. When she woke 

up from the crash her daughter was 

missing. As if it was rough to see that one coming. 

PHOTO COURTESY YRI STAR PICTURES 

(Radha Mitchell) plays a mother franticly searching for her 

In the newest movie based off a video game, "Silent Hili." 

"Silent Hilt;' and although it direcrly followed the plot of 

the game, the movie came up short for audiences. 

Litrle Sharon Oodell Ferland) was the daughter of 

Rose (Radha Mitchell). Recently Sharon had developed 

a mysterious sleep walking habit. In the middle of the 

In most horror movies, the plot is not plausible at 

all. bur this one completely jumped the boat with crazy 

creatures and evil lords left and right. 

The plot drudged through the mud before it reached 

tudenl lakes paSSion to next level 
BY ASTRIKA WILHELM 

They are the students who will create the 

rpieces enabling the art department to 

as it has done in years past. 

Sophomote Rachel Woolard is one of the 

that the department will depend on. 

Hundreds of works of art were displayed 

at the art sale, which took place on 

q in the courryard. Of those hundreds of 

[s, paintings, pots and sketches, one was 

teacher Tanya Simmons told 

's class that she believes thei r class is 

at drawing. 

"-n,C other classes made things like 

rds and crafts;' Woolard said. 

She said she didn't know what to expect 

. She created an 8 by 11 drawing of a 

.. I firs t did it in pencil. then water color 

and finally brushed water on it;' 

she did that so the sketch 

ac tually have the appearance of a real 

Although Woolard was unaware of the 

her work would go for, she said she just 

that it would selL 

However, Woolard said she had some 

of what it would sell for. 

She sa id an.other_ piece of"arrwork that 

picture of a plastered face and hand with 

pieces of glass and wood sold for about 

"Ir looked as if the face was breaking 

gh a window;' Woolard said. 

Woolard said she spent about three class 

on her project, as well as spending a 

of hours on it at home. 

She chose to illustrate a waterfall just 

at the time she felt like it. The teacher 

give any guidelines on what the exact 

rk should be. 

For example, Woolard said another 

created a drawing of a lady and then 

Her mother, Ann Woolard was surprised 

good her artwork looked. 

"I like it . It was really pretty;' she said. 

Ann said her daughter starred sketching 

PHOTO BY ASTRIKA WlLHELMlREGISTER 

Sophomore Rachel Woolard works on her latest project In art class. Woolard said students were able to pick their designs and 

shape for their pot sand she was looking forward to taking a pottery class next year. 

when she was a little girl. 

One of her friends, sophomore Crystal 

Huynhcao, thought Rachel's work was 

magnificent. 

"It just grabs at your heart;' she said . 

Rachel said she was nervous before 

the sale, as can be expected. She said her 

expectations and hopes were not parallel at all. 

Rachel said she expected the crowd at the 

art sale ro be mostly parents supporting their 

students and the Art Department. 

Rachel said she believed the art sale this 

year would be just as or more successful than 

last years, although she did not go to the art 

sale last year. 

"I seem to remember that rhey (the Art 

Dept.) got $600 last year," Rachel said. 

She has been involved in artwork for 

almost her entire life. She said she rook an art 

class in seventh grade. 

Both her parents, as well as her siblings, 

are really proud of her. 

"My dad says that I'm really talented," 

Rachel said. 

She also said that she would ask for advice 

from her dad and he would always say that he 

couldn't give any because he isn't an artist. But 

then he would say he can see beauty and all of 

her art is beautiful. 

Unfortunately, Rachel and her family 

weren't able to attend the art sale due to prior 

commitments with track meets for both Rachel 

and her brother. 

She said she would put pieces in the art 

sale again next year since she was going to be 

in pottery. 

"We have to participate in rhe arr sale," 

she sa id. " I t's for a grade:' 

Ann said she believes Rachel will 

dramatically improve when she does it again 

next year. 

"I can find out what art sold the best so 

then I could do that next year," she said. 

Rachel said she believed she gOt a lot Out 

of the sale and that she could do a lot better 

next year. 

She said she could learn from her mistakes 

as well as others' accomplishments. 

the end, and by that time the viewer was fundamentally 

confused. 

The plot twisted and turned into a tangled web that 

no one could understand . 

Direcror Chrisrophe Gans went into a rorally 

different realm to pull creatures from the game into the 

motion picture . 

The costume designs were solid and the weird 

deformed figures creeped out the anxious audience. Other 

than that, [he film was a Rop. 

The script lacked even mediocre dialogue and moved 

slowly. Some of the most memorable lines were some of 

the oldest of horror cliches: "Everything is going ro be all 

right' and "Something terrible happened here." It seemed 

the writers took notes from B movie horror Ricks. 

"Silent Hill" was a movie ro rent, not a movie ro 

waste money on in the overpacked theater. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX SEARCHUGHT PICTURES 

Nick Naylor (Aaron Eckhart), a tobacco lobbyist, 

defends hlmseH and his Industry against a barrage 

of reporters. 

ISmoking' balances 

comedy, truth well 
BY BOB AL-GREENE 

A film that opens with the proud statement that 

the tobacco industry kills 1,200 people a day (thar's two 

airliners full of men, women and children) and about 

445,000 a year is likely going to become a brutal, honest 

and somber expose of the billion-dollar industry. 

That, or it's going to become the funniest movie of 

the year. 

"Thank You 

For Smoking" 

told the story 

of Washingron 

tobacco lobbyist 

extraordinary 

Nick Naylor 

MOVIE REVIEW ...... 
'THANK YOU FOR SMOKING' 

Starring: Aaron Eckhart 

(Aaron Eckhart) . For those not following the stories of 

corruption on Capitol Hill, a lobbyist's job is to ensure 

questionable industries have a safe place in the future. 

Naylor at first came off to the viewer as a smiling. 

lying and inhuman monster, but it was revealed that he 

was in fact a father struggling to get to know his son of a 

failed marriage, and troubled at the prospect of bribing a 

dying opponent of the industry into silence. 

Hounded byan anti-tobacco senator and a"seductress" 

of a reporter, Naylor gave a number of excuses, such as the 

joking "population control" or the more realistic "yuppie 

Nuremburg defense": Everyone's got a mortgage to pay. 

The quick wit of the characters made "Smoking" a 

masterpiece of humor. 

All in all, the premise alone should be enough to 

ensnare any moviegoer with an eye for quirky humor. 

The fact that the film actually delivered, and that 

it came off as original, relevant and refreshing. made it 

great. 
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Sale offers opportunity to buy student-made wo 
BY EMMA PH IlLIPS 

As soon as the final bell rang, students began fi ling inro 

the courryard to admire and purchase items created by arr 

students. The items available ranged from edible goods, such 

as a cake commemo rating rhe senior class. ro more traditional 

rh ings like pencil skerches, pa int ing and ponery. 

Sophomore Mega n Kreigler worked at the fa ir moniroring 

rhe rabIes displaying art for sale. She had some of her own work 

up for purchase. Kreigler and her class had twO days to make 

magners for the sale. She said she enjoyed parricipating in the 

sale, but it was hard ro let go of some of her pieces. 

"My favo rite magner already gor boughr," Kreigler said. 

She said the magnets were priced at tWO for $1 and she 

was glad the money was going ro rhe school. 

"[r's better used for the Art Depa rrment," Kreigler said. 

Junior Lindsay Schulz said she had a drawing fea tured in 

rhe sale. She said she also had other mediums of art included, 

such as pottery and a decorative box, which was sold quickly. 

She said she was nor surprised, bur very pleased rhe art 

was selling fase She said there was the usual rush of purchases 

ar the beginning of rhe sale. 

"The first hour is really busy; ' Schulz said . 

She said the sale had benefi ts other than rais ing funds 

for the Art Deparrment. It also taught students who were 

interested in pursuing art as a career how ro handle buying and 

selling pieces. 

"[ think it's good that students get ro learn about 

commission," she said. 

Some of the art sold had a practical use as opposed ro 

being purely aesrhetic. Some of these irems were beaded 

lanyards rhat were priced at $4 each. 

Schulz said it was unique pieces like these that made the 

art show interesting and accessible to all students. 

"There's a little bit of everything," she said. 

Sophomore Adrienne Anderson said she came to the sale 

to support the art p rogram and to look at all the things rhe art 

students had produced over the course of the year. 

"We have very talented artists here at Central;' she said. 

An Department head Larry Andrews said the art sale has 

happened for the past five or six years, but he had wanted to 

organize it ever since he came to Central 23 years ago. 

"I had wanted to do this for the longest time;' he said. 

He said most of the art for sale was made after second 

semesrer. 

"Most of these were all made in class;' he said. 

Andrews said the departmenr tried to involve every 

student who was currenrly enrolled in an art class in rhe sale. 

.. Every art student was responsible for doing one piece 

from each class they were in;' he said. 

Andrews said typically the sale made $1,200 to $1,800 in 

profirs. He said this money was used to help buy supplies for 

the Art Department ro use the following year. 

Schulz said the money was very beneficial for the 

department because if the teachers ran out of money fo r their 

supplies, often they would buy the materials themselves. She 

said rhe money was nor used for anything specific, but was 

spread out to different areas. 

"We use it (the money) all throughout the year;' Schulz 

said. 

Andrews said he thought both students and faculty 

looked forward to the sale and benefited from it. H e also said 

he thought students getting to see what the art classes have 

been working on was a vety posit ive th ing. 
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Freshman Danyl Johnson looks over some bracelets at the art sal~. He was considering buying one of the 

as a gift for his girlfriend. The bracelets were moderately priced, ranging from $3 to $5. 

Sophomore thinks American art has received bad rap over last centu 
The Un ited States has bee n accused on more than one 

occasion of not producing anything of any artistic value. I think 

this could not be farther from the truth . 

Although the countries of Europe and many orhers 

have contribured an amazing amount ro the worlds of art and 

lirerature, the United States cannot be counted our as a mere 

speck of norh ingness in rhe creative world. 

One of my favorite thir.gs ro do is read, and of the all the 

novels [ have read and loved many have been European. But 

mo re have been American in origin. 

One of my favorite writers is F. Scott Fitzgerald. He has 

been recognized for his genius not only in the United States, but 

abroad as well. His books are often set in different countries, but 

some of his most well recognized, such 

as "This Side of Paradise;' are specifically 

American in origin. 

One of the shared experiences of 

all Americans is we all come from a very 

heterogeneous sociery. 

the rest of the world in terms of artistry. 

I think that most grear art originates out of suffering 

and just in the 231 years our country has officially existed as 

a sovereign nation we have had our fair 

share of national heartbreak. 

I remember sirring in art class in 

elementary school and learning abour an 

• artist who, during the Great Depression, 

painted landscapes and incorporated the 

I!II •• food the population so desperately longed 

for. The pies and loaves of bread were 

concealed in the rolling hills and crees. 

When [ stand in front of my bookshelf and look at the 

tides 1 can see the melting POt that is America. Just the last 

names of the writers are interesring ro me: Sedaris, Foer, 

Firzgerald, Rice and Rakolf. 

I think it is a need to prove ourselves 

that makes Americans especially creative 

and eager to show the re$t of the world 

that our artists are deserving of hanging 

in museums next to the greats of Europe. 

A Column by Emma Phillips In its essence, art is supposed ro 

[n just seeing the different ethnic groups represented in my 

books ir is enough [0 show rhat America is more than capable 

of producing talented and legendary wrirers. 
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Ir is, of course, possible that I have imagined anyone having 

a prejudice at all against artists and writers whom are American 

in origin . It may also be rrue that American is not on par with 

Two weeks ;:tfter this photo was taken, 

Angela Fatino died while on meth. She was 15. 

.0.. message- from Partners FOl Methamphetam1ne 
Prevention and th e Omaha F"de'<ltlon of ,4,dv"rtlslnQ. 

METH: IT'S GETTING UGLY 
For more Information about the dangers of meth, visi t www.endmeth.info 

convey an idea or a perspective, and 

knowing that American citizens were so hungry rhat the need 

for food was never forgotten, even when a person sat down to 

paint, is mind-boggling. This ·is the pure spirit of American art 

as I see it. 

I like to think of how 

States could be known mainly for art and music as 

imperialism. 

Countries like France have this special dis' 

it is nor our of the question to think the United 

could achieve th is repuration. Essentially all tha t II'nLlI~, 

to be done would be ro funnel more federal dollars 

programs. 

Instead of invading any country th at does not 

we should be the dominant country of the world , we 

those billions of dollars to give scholarsh ips [0 an ani 

students while at the same time building more museum,. 

Even without these measures it is impossible ro 

the United States has produced great artists in CI'W . 

howevet it would still be nice to be known more for 

than missiles. 
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Dan Smllll wanns up during a break In the game against the Northwest Huskies at the Eagle's new baseball field. After falling behind early in the game, the Eagles 
away willi a close 8-7 win. 

agles win first game on new field 
BY CLAY LOMNETH minds on other things during tha t game. It was their own ElUlr 

fo r gerring off t rack, and what got them in rhe right rninliset 

[r was year of firsts . The first real home basketball game was the Huskies leading 7-0, 

place during the school year. The first home football game "I told myself, 'we're going to come back and win ;" he said . 

. well. Don't forget the first ever home baseball game. Each "Bur how, I had no idea :' 

lese games ended with an Eagle victory, of course. This game W <1 S especi ally a big deal for Catro n, who was 

The Eagles squared off against the Northwest Huskies and aiso a member of the basketball ream rhar had irs firs r game 

new Boyd Field with an intense last-minute 8-7 win. and official win in the new gym this yea r. He unders tood the 

\,vatching the first few innings, however, not a fan in the significance o f having a new home field and com t. 

ds would have guessed the result. In the third inning, however, Central began irs comebaLk. 

This new field was something special for the Eagles, The Eagles switched pirchers to junior Dan Smith when on rhe 

her senior Brian Benes said. Benes and his teammates mound and sropped h irring so many pop Aics when ar bat. 

put together the field last year, over the summer and Coach Scotr Hodges said pitchers were swirc hed beca use 

rhe fall , planting grass and laying the dirt. They worked ~ ~ ~1.~t~ r ~ wa . s a.bj.E weak in the beginning. , 

. he said, because they wanted to make the perfect playing "He earned the opportunity to starr that game," H odges 

diamond. said. "Unfortunately for him it didn't go the way he wa nted ." 

There would be no blaming the playing field now if they Hodges has been coaching Miller since he was in the 

"We have a sense of pride in that field;' Benes said. 

Junior Chris Miller started pitching for the Eagles, and 

rwo strikes right away, everything looked good. That was 

he hit the Huskies' senior Jay Irvin and he took a walk to 

Miller said he had some nerves during that game, and 

do as well as he hoped. 

''I've never been pitching in a game that big," he said. 

Ano ther walk followed and then came the Huskies' senior 

Svoboda. With Svoboda's hit, Irvin ended up at home plate 

the Huskies had the first score of the night. 

The Huskies were loading up the bases in anticipation 

big hit. Sophomore Kyle Heuertz from Northwest finally 

one for them. Added ro a previous run from their 

io r J.D, Herman, the Huskies were put at a comfortable 4-0 

going into the next inning. 

Heuertz hit a high ball out to far left field. Svoboda and 

Andy Samson, on third and second base respectively, 

it all the way home. 

Northwest was almost handed perfect opportunities by 

The Huskies used every opportunity given to them. At 

end of the second inning, the Huskies had seven runs. 

Senior Bryant Catron said he thought the Eagles had their 
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seventh grade, and said he still had a lor o f talent. 

"He's gor " lor of scuff as far ;,S pitching goes:' Hod ges 

said, 

TIle first run for Central was scored by Cu rron. Afte r a 

huge hit by junior Ben Kline, Cotton mad e his way around the 

bases to get the Eagles on the board. 

Kline made it to second, and was knocked in jusr rwo 

batters later when Benes hit what should have bee n an '''lS), our 

that was missed by the outfield. Klin e scored the second point 

as the Huskies were scrambling around for the ball. 

Going into the next inning, the Huskies werc still ahea d 

6 -2. Barely a scratch on their rock -solid lead, they would still 

need to make the mosr o f their inning at ba t and t ry ro shut 

Central down for good. 

With Smith pitching, only twO barrers made it ro a p\;nc, 

Before they could get past second, however, the Eagles had their 

try again at barring. 

Sophomore Drew Drickey added another run for thc 

Eagles before they had to go into the outfield again . He was 

put on first with a walk. Sophomore John Shanahan was right 

behind him in line. 

Shanahan's bat connected and the ball wenr sailing over 

second. The Huskies scrambled for that ball and artempted ro 

get him out at first, not noticing Drickey was already halfWay 

Free Engraving on 
Trophies! 

home. 

Coming into rhe fi fr h inning, the H us ki es added one ro 

try and Stop a comeback . 111 is wou ld be I h ~ir li",,1 rull 01 ' rI le 

night . 

Perhaps the Eagles' best inning was rh e bottom of the sixth , 

Scoring rwo points during rh eir time ar bar, rh ey dominated rhe 

d iamond. Six differe nt peopl e gor a cha nce ro srep up ro rhe 

pbre befo re they were !'na lly b ro ughr down. 

'lhe fac t they were playing on their home field made the 

difference berween rhe win and loss, Be nes said. 

"If we would have been anywhere el se, we wou ldn'r h"ve 

wo n rhat ga me:' Benes sa id ." Pr ide's ~ huge f:, cro r:' 

Hodges said :l[ rhis rime rhere was probably a turning 

'poim in th e game. -n,e I luskies sr;u red m:lk ing erro rs :mel t he 

Eagles started h irri ng the ball harder. 

Spectacular plays by th e usual bi g dogs - Carroll, Kl ine, 

Shanahan ;lI1d senior Ben Salzinger - gave Salzi ngcr and 

Sh:lIuhan rhe chance ro run it in. 

Sa lzi nge r had :1I1 impress ive ['by e" rl ier in rh e game when 

he ga ined ground on an error by Northwest. 

"Ben is prerty much a catalysr o f our ottense," I 1,,,lges 

said , 

\ Vi rh a b:ming average of abo ur .442 , Salzinger lVas a key 

in rh e Eagle victory. 

Finall y cam e rhe seven th inning. 11, e Huskies h"el one 

last chance ro in crease th eir lead and grind rhe Eagles illto rhe 

ground one last timc. 

After a walk to firsr and one stri ke-our, S voboda attempred 

to stea l second , bur was tagged our by s oph o mo r~ Kyle Lynch. 

Northwesr 's se nior C hris Samson srruck uur next and the rcams 

went inro a 7-5 inn ing. 

TIle Ealges loaded up thc bases ,With Sal zinger at bat, he 

hit one sailing over the Huskies' hea ds and made it to second. 

With the two -run play, the score was now ri ed. 

Finall)" in one of the greatest pla)'s of rhe game, Corto ll 

stepped up to th e bat. TIl e first pitch was a ball, bur [he s,'cond 

went flying far into left fiel d. 

Shanahan made it in, and the Eagles came away wi th an 

8-7 win at the first home gam e. 

Miller said this game was a very important onc fo r the 

school and the baseball team. 

ilA 

Sayers returns 

to alma mater 
• 

to raIse money 
H) CIA) W .\ I .,\ElIl 

TI,e m;1Il who sOl11e wou ld sa)' g;lvc Cenrral (he 

n ick n;lIl1 e 1· l3ack Hi~ h (;Inll' b"ck III his ,,11ll,llll:I[cr rl) help 

raise monr )' 1~)r.1 loc.d charirr-

G ale Sayers (cbss of 196 J) was a bus)' l11a n Apr il 28. 

In add ition ( 0 ~crring his jersey r c rir~ d , gl' rr ing a rour of 

rh t· school and arren ding a showing "f"l3ri:1l1s S ong," he 

also receive,1 :1 ke y '" I he cit), h:lIlded to hilll persoll.l l1 y b), 

Ma yo r Mike Fa he),. 

Sayers sa id he was plc:1s,'d to use h is n:1 l11 e ro help 

10c:11 chal' iry rh e \ Vcsley I I,)use, but h" d id n't ler rh e 

artem ion get ro h im. 

"1 '111 nnf ;111 ego pLrSOll. rh;n doesn'c Cross In)' lT1in d," 

he s:l id . 

TI1C visit wa s rhe lirst rime Sa yers gar a chance to sec 

the new f,)otbal! st:ld ium. 

"Cemral high is pruhahly rh~ LIst high school in 

O lllaha ro h,lw ,I 1;)o tb,,11 fid d," Sa)'CI's sa id, 

H e said he wis hed his year h:ld so mething like th e 

field. In stead , thc), were stuck pr:l cricing on somerh ing less 

rhan pa r. 

" \ ,ve had :1 li rrie piece of d irt abour 60 ya rds by 50 

)'ards," he s:l id . 

TI,e whole ceremony wa s in anric ipati on ll f somethll1g 

cven bigger in the furure. A golf tourna menr will bc held 

wirh Saye l's to hel p r;li se more money lor rhe Wesley 

H ouse. Sayers said rhey are planning on ras ing $80,000 to 

$ 100,000 afte r it's over. 

Se ni or OJ Jones was one of the stu de nts who helped 

give Saye rs a ro ur of rhe school. 

"[r was overwhcl ming:'Jones s<l id."AIl yo u hear "bou t 

ar Central is G al e Sa),ers, Ga le Sayers." 

Jon es gave Saye rs a su mmary of r h ~ srad ium, incl ud ing 

how long it took th e bu ild and how Illuch ir cost. 

TI,e work wirh the \Vesle)' H ousl' W;15n'r rhe onl), 

chal'iry work Sayel's I1:1S d () ne, H e said he often hclps our 

cha ri ries by making appearances . 

A big IT"son I ~)r S:lycrS being back IV,IS the influence 

of h is wi fe, A rdyrh c. Ard ythe, a 195 3 South High graduare , 

kn ew Paul Bryant, one of rhe orga nizers of the event, From 

the Wesley H ouse. 

"I rh ink ir's ;1 grear program:' she s" id , "It's" needed 

progr<l Ill . 

Bryanr hacl known the Sa),ers fClmilr lor a whil e, ;I nc! 

growi ng up, he said Gale wa s one "F hi s heros. 

"H e was th e Kobe I3 r),;ln r, rh c T ige r Wo ods," he said . 

"G:lle was the man ." 

Just based off rh is event, Bryam ,:l id over $60,000 wa s 

raised . 

Living in Chi cago now, Gale said it was good to comc 

back to O maha ahout tw ice a )'car. ' n, e build ing had gune 

through a lor o f renovarions over the )'ears and looked 

diffe rent , he sa id . 

"A Inr of changes;' G11e said , "but ir's change fo r rhe 

good ." 

Coach Joe Mci'v1en,lIllin helped prepare to r Galc's 

appearance. He had a jersey Illade wi th Ga lc's numher, 48, 

:lnd his Iume on th e back. 

Five orher IlJrlner Cenrr:d 1;)O[b,, 1I pl.l )' ers h:r<I,ierseys 

retil'cd thi s ycar fOl' the Central wall of faIll e. 

"I had a couple picrures en larged tor th e press 

co nference," McMe nam in said. 

McMenamin said a lo t of thc rest of rhe n ight was 

organi zed by pe')pl c frol11 th e \ Vcsley house. Befo re the 

showing of" l3r i:lI1 's SOl1g," a movie based all pa n or G" lc's 

toorball life, stude nts from rhe Mom oc i'vI idd le School 

choir sang (o r G ale, 

McMe namin s:l id Ga le com ing to Cenrral was huge 

for the school. 

"Mosr people consider hi m rh e rop arhlere to ever 

come our o f Nebr<lsb ;' he sai d . 

Some of the srudents perha ps couldn'r apprec iate how 

good G ale was, he said . To do thar, YOLl either had ro sec 

him in rea l life or on fi lm , 

"Some of th e !'tin S we re near to wa rch;' McM elu min 

said." I-le went th rough them ( the detcnde rs) like warer." 
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Junior Harland Gunn recently verbally commmed to the University of Miami. Gunn said playing for the HUlTicanes has been a dream of his since he was younger. He said he hadn't 

expected scholarship offers as early as his junior year, but Miami was the first to offer him something and that left an impression on him. 

Junior looks forward to being a Hurricane 
OY PATRICK OIlEEN 

Ar 6 feer 3 inches and 311 pounds, junior Harland Gunn rowers 

over most students in the hallways, and many on the field . What 

makes th is va rsity foo tball star more interesring is the fact that this 

offensive lineman was offered a scholarship to one of the elite football 

programs in th e country. Gunn verbally commi tted to the Miami 

Hurrica nes las t month and looks forward to fun rimes in college. 

"It feels like Miami is the place for me," Gunn said. 

H e has always wanted to play for the Hurricanes, and when they 

made an offer he said it was like a dream come true. Miami wasn'r the 

only Division I school that offered. Nebraska, Iowa State, Kansas and 

Kansas State all offered Gunn a full ride, but Miami was the first, and 

that made all the difference. 

Gunn didn't expect scholarship offers early in his j unio r year, but 

was delighted that so many different schools had so much interest in 

him. 

Varsiry football head coach Joe McMenamin said teams have 

really been interested in Gunn since he sent out over 30 fi lms, which 

showed Gunn's strength and versatility on the line. McMenamin 

said he couldn't cut much off the fi lms beca use Gunn had roo many 

powerful highlights to leave ou t. 

"He is really explosive off the line and has tremendous strength;' 

McMenamin said. "He improves every year, and works hard to get 

better:' 

What clinched the deaL Gunn said, was an expense-paid trip to 

the Miami campus. Gunn traveled to Florida for a 4-day tour of the 

college. Gunn said the visit was the finishing touch to him deciding 

on Miami. He said the coaches and players he met treated him like 

family. 

"Everyone was really nice and friendly," Gunn said. 

He called McMenamin on his trip because he was so excited to 

j oin the Hurricanes. McMenamin advised him to rake his time and 

talk wi th hi s family about th e decision. 

When he got back, he discussed it with his family and decided 

Miami was rhe place. 

"For me it was an easy decision," Gunn said ." j've wanted to play 

for them a long rime:' 

McMenamin said Gunn had always been a hard worker, and 

would make a major impact on the ream next year. 

Gu~n will be the first Central football player to receive a 

scholarship to play for the Hurricanes. Miami is a strong team, he 

said, and rhey are strong competitors every yea.r. The recruirers to ld 

G unn he would make a huge impact on the team, and he would have 

plenty of opportuniries to shine. Gunn said he loved the physicality of 

being on the offensive line. 

"I love to pancake people;' he said." It's a lot of run:' 

Gunn has rhe oprion of changing his mind before officially 

signing next year, but he believes his mind is set on playing for Miami. 

He said ir has been a childhood dream to play for the Hurricanes, and 

he was steadfast in his decision. 

Gunn said he believed his strength, speed and ability made him 

an elite tackle. He benches 400 pounds and squats over 600. He 

blows people off the line and uses his size to stop the other team, he 

said. McMenamin said Gunn was a grear athlete and team leader. 

"Once he blocks someone, they won't get through;' McMenamin 

said. "He is that good:' 

McMenamin said Gunn handled his qHick rise to notoriety 

in the high school football world very well. He said some players 

canr handle rhe attention , and h ave trouble keeping their egos under 

control. 

"Gunn is a quiet, modest person;' McMenamin said, "and he 

doesn't boast about the scholarships:' 

Gunn will return next year for his senior season to play on the 

offensive line, and looks forward to a new coach, Jay Ball, and a new 

schedule. He said he couldn't wait to start playing for Miami. 
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A Column by Clay l.omm·(h 

. Athletics at 

CHS in best 

shape in yea 

This h as [0 be one of the ~"\I 

for sports at Central in CI I 'i I· 

Look at everything that happc1l<'.j 

Right in the first few I11'JI:r!l\ 

school, Seemann Stadium 0rel".,:, 
epitome of a quality college II.i,I"I:" 

put right in the middle at ,,\1\\ " 

at the largest high school ill ",. 

Other schools look in envy .11 '.\·IU; 

gOt, it's no secret. 

Next was the first hall " .\1 ' 

game in the new gym. '1 h 1'1 ·,f 

much more convenient th ai I, """ 

drive to Norris. Beautiful (:I,d"",. 

next to the stare -o f-the-art \c. i""t: 

Now, in the tradirion (\' .,1. 

year, the baseball team had ii' .11<:. 

at Boyd Park. 

This year will be the )'1'.11 :" 

back on in the future. 111 is " Ih, 

everything happened . 

Central is finally mor,' '" 

college prep school it should :' i" 

has got to be great for r CI rt . :;li 

should play this up as much 

before North gets its ncw ST.I,!".. 

Something made rh " 

perfect year for sports. Th is \ " ,,­

year up for even higher expe, , ,,-, 

Football is getting a nel' , , .. 

McMenamin. who was an ·' .'.1 ,. 

Central won its last State ch I 

Those are big shoes to step ill,. r_' 
possibi lities are endless. 

1 think just about ever)' ,i"-;' 

be coming back stronger rh.1 1. 1'1'1 

If this year was a rebuildin)! ',',:, 

younger players, then noll' <'" 
the experience. If they had .: . ,", 

season, then fortunately Illed ,'! 

players are coming back nex I \ . . 11. 

As a sernor, I almost 11' 1' :, : II 

be here one more year. J al",,': ' 

was staying for the year even 

go right. 


