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Education
law said to
be unfair

BY CLAY LOMNETH

President George W. Bush’s education law No
‘hild Left Behind (NCLB), responsible for standardized
esting throughout schools, has raised questions on
iow fair it is to hold special education students and
‘nglish as a Second Language (ESL) students to the
ame standards as other students.

The state chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party
ieve Achelpohl said he disagreed with the NCLB law.

“I think it's unfair to subject special education
udents and special students learning English as
i second language to the testing procedures with
/CLB," Achelpohl said.

He said the ultimate outcome of the unfair testing
vould be that the students and the school suffer. He
aid the negative effect of the law would especially
narm inner city schools.

Achelpohl said the local school officials should
1ave more control over the testing material because
hey are the ones paying for it. Also, he said, learning
onditions vary widely across the country, so one
tandard could not fit every school.

Principal Jerry Bexten said he did not think NCLB
vas fair because the students had to learn a new
angoage and the history of country at the same time.

“To truly understand the language in an academic
ctting requires several years,” Bexten said. “I think it’s
infair, but it’s the law.”

There are some exemptions for students who have

s cen in the country for less than a year. Safe Harbor

gainst flf wisions is an example of one of those exemptions.

“That Students who are not in ESL or special education

e play flf12ve to score at least 75 percent all together, but ESL
tudents need to perform better than ESL students the

neven 8 car before. This is called Adequate Yearly Progress

cord. lind Bexten said the same policy applied to special

ce the @ ducation.

berth, “Students in special education are not incapable
o learning by any means,” he said.

n can The director of the research division of Omaha
“ublic Schools Carla Noerrlinger said the NCLB scores

f OUrl:c grouped into nine different sections, including

tier, Woecial education and ESL groups.

l:iemﬂ She said the groups do not effect the scoring of

he tests, and that was unfair.

“I think it’s absolutely appropriate to hold
tudents to high expectations, (but) to hold students in
pecial programs to those same expectations is unfair,”

,” he Jihe said.

Noerrlinger said it was unfair for the schools with
pitch i greater diversity of students to meet standards.

At Central last year, only five of the nine groups
more fhvere scored out of juniors, white (non-Hispanic),
were @tudents overall, African-American, Hispanic, those

ith free and reduced lunches and special education.

rning WIS, she said, was one of the groups that did not have
: new

‘nough students to be scored.
1. “We are required to report scores for every group

Iture: W hen the number (of students) is over 29,” she said.
ld to When there aren’t enough students in a group to
e scored, it does not count against the school.
1ford. Algebra teacher Carrie Laughlin said she did not
o support everything about the NCLB law, but there

e were parts she did like.
“I like that we have to report to people (higher
up),” Laughlin said.
She said she thought when people have to report
10 people in higher control, some people take it more
seriously.
of One of the things she didn’t like was having to
at) Wcach by the government standards.
ay “That's very hard, I just want to teach,” she said.
It Laughlin said the NCLB tests were fair in some

10 Wways and in others they were not.

—
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Senior Jessica Sheridan completed her last chemotherapy treatment in January and is now recovering from Hodgekin’s disease, a type of lymphoma she has been fighting
since she was diagnosed in August. She said she is glad to have her focus back on school instead of cancer.

BY MOLLY MULLEN

She said when she heard the news she
couldn’t stop crying. Everyone in her family
cried that day.

“I don't think anyone could ever be ready
for that kind of news,"” she said. "I thought it
could never happened to me, cancer is just
something you hear about.”

Senior Jessica Sheridan said even when
the doctors at Children’s Hospital told her she
had Hodgekin's disease, a type of lymphoma,
she didn't believe them. She said she never felt
sick and had always been healthy, so it was
unexpected.

“It wasn't until my hair started falling
out and I got sick from the chemo did I really
understand it,” she said.

She said she felt a hard spot on her
neck last summer, but it just felt like a pulled
muscle. Her parents took her to a doctor who
said it was probably a swollen gland and sent
her home.

When she went back before her

Computerized Tomography Scan she was
told she could either have lymphoma or a
virus. She read about it on the Internet so she
could know more about it.

She was diagnosed with rtype 2A
lymphoma, meaning the cancer had spread
around her neck and was spreading to her
chest, but had not reached any organs.

She completed  six
chemotherapy in January and will return at
least every month for a follow-up.

Sheridan said chemotherapy was hard to
get through. She said she would go into the
clinic at Children’s Hospital and get hooked
up to an IV full of different drugs.

“Part of the reason why chemotherapy is
so bad is because of all the side effects,” she
said. “The side effects I experienced were hair
loss, nausea, bone pain and water retention.”

months  of

She said there was no way around the
side effects. The steroids she was on affected
her water retention and when they took her
off the steroids the bone pain increased.

She said it was helpful having so much

support around her.

“The nurses at Children’s Hospital were
unbelievable,” she said.

Sheridan was paired with one specific
nurse, but said everyone knew her.

“They would ask me about play practice
or how my last treatment went,” she said. "It
really felt like a family there and I wasn'’t going
through it alone.”

She said the students and teachers were
supportive as well, even when her grades
started to slip.

She missed 25 days out of first semester
because for two days after every treatment she
could hardly get out of bed.

“Ijust had no energy,” she said. "I am not
a person who likes to miss school so I went
whenever [ could.”

Sheridan said she participated in a
number of activities outside of school, even
when she was going through chemotherapy.
She participated in the spring play, National
Honors Society (NHS), Spanish NHS and was
named this year’s prom queen.

Coordinator of lymphnodic studies at
University of Nebraska Medical Center Martin
Bost said chemotherapy can usually treat the
disease.

“It's a very dangerous disease,” Bost said.
“Some can be very progressive.”

He said the white blood cells, which help
with the ability to fight disease, start to grow
abnormally in different places in the body. The
body could start to swell just like the nose and
throat swell during a cold.

“Lymphoma is not like lung cancer
where it’s caused from nicotine or smoking,”
he said. “There are studies right now looking
into genetics or environmental factors.”

He said there are no direct links as to
what causes lymphoma.

After the three
chemotherapy, he said the treatment could be
complete, but there are follow-ups for years

to six months of

after.

He said usually there are checkups every
few weeks and if doctors don't see signs of the
disease returning, they will follow up less.

Alumnus raises money for life-saving transplant

BY MOLLY MULLEN

Alumnus Jason Woods has been struggling with cystic fibrosis
since he was born, and this 1995 graduate is in need of two new lungs

and a $100 thousand transplant.

People all around Omaha have begun to get involved, including
Saddle Creek Records, Saint Margaret Mary’s Grade School and the

class of 1995 from Central.

“A lot of people (with cystic fibrosis) don't fund-raise because
we look healthy,” Woods said. “I didn’t want to think about it until it

was necessary.”

He said every day he has to do inhalation treatments and chest
percussion to break up mucus in his lungs. Also, he has to take specific

medicine and use oxygen all day.

He said he used to not need any treatment, but the disease has
been progressing since birth. The treatments take three hours out
of his everyday life, but could potentially take more. Without his
treatments he said his lungs would eventually develop cysts and scar.

“Even with the lung transplant [ will still need to take medication
with enzymes for my digestive system,” he said.

He said he eventually came up with the plan to find ways to raise
money and contacted the executive coordinator of the fund-raisers

Ann Mossberg.

transplant.

around,” Enger said.

Mossberg said she knew him through her son who assisted him
at a YMCA summer camp. He will be turning his birthday into an
event for Woods because he plans on donating all his money to the

“Children’s Organ Transplant Organization helps people all
through their lives, because it is childhood based,” she said. “They
helped supply the wristbands.”

She said it has already supplied Central and Burke with green
wristbands that say “Donate life” for the fund-raiser and have planned
a pancake breakfast at the Papillion fire-house. Central secretary Jean
Enger said 30 wristbands sold in the first week.

“I think the information (about Woods) is just starting to get

e i i i Wi i - live),” She said the bands sold for $2 and went directly towards Woods'
For ESL and special education students, she said, Without it [ guess [ would only have around 3-5 years (to
it was usually not far::. he said. transplant. To date, Benson High School has sold 100 bands. N PHOTO BY MOLLY mlﬂl:m“m
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Top honors
£0 to junior

track runner

BY PASCALE ROUSSEL

Junior Allison Hartnett got first
place at the 800-meter dash at the
Millard South Invite, but Hartnett has
been traning for a long time to get this
award.

"I run every day, and during
practice, we're always moving, always
active,” she said.

She also said rtraining was the
hardest part of it all.

“It’s so hard to get started, but once
you do start, you can't stop,” she said.

Hartnett said had to be
extremely disciplined when trainihg
and running in competitions. Girls

she

track coach Trent Lodge said Hartett
worked very hard.

“She has a natural talent, and she’s
been running for a long time,” Lodge
said.

She’s been running since she was
in third grade.

"My dad thought it would be a
good idea to make my sister and I run
the Corporate Cup one year,” she said.
“It was a killer.”

Junior Allison Gorga has been
running with Hartnett since their
freshmen year on cross country.

“She’s probably the most valuable
player. Mentally she's the best,” Gorga
said. "She’s so disciplined, and she’s also
very self-contained.”

Hartnett said she does have some
motivaton. She wants to make it to a
division [ college for track.

“I would be so honored to be
recruited,” she said. Hartnett said there
15 a lot of nervousness that goes on
before competitions.

“Somentimes | think I can't do it, or
that [ don't even want to run, but then
once | start, | know I'll do well,” she
said. "But you can't get cocky. You go in
saying ‘T got this,” and you have to know
that you'll win.”

Classes visit
writer’s home
to study book

BY TESS MANDELL

English teacher Ellen Plath took
her junior honors English classes to Red
Cloud, Neb. to learn more about "My
Antonia,” a book her classes read.

The author, Willa Cather, grew up
in Red Cloud and wrote "My Antonia”
with Red Cloud as the setting. Plath
said the students
who participated
in the trip were
able to connect
the events in
the book to
the places they
visited.

She also
said this vyear
was the 50th
anniversary  of
the Willa Cather
Foundation, and each state is given a

PLATH

book that Cather wrote. By coincidence,
Nebraska was given the book the junior
students are reading.

Plath said the trip consisted of a tour
of the town and Willa Cather museum.
Junior Sarah Beck, one of the students
participating in the trip, recently moved
to Omaha from Glenville, a town near
Red Cloud. Beck said the students who
went should have benefited from the
trip.

“I think most of the kids are just
going to get out of school. They'll say,
‘Oh thisis neat.” And then that will be it,”
Beck said. "But [ think they’ll see what
natural life is like by a real river. They'll
appreciate it more and understand what
Cather is talking about.”
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BY MOLLY um.l.aun EG
Students hold balloons at the 3rd annual Purple Feather Day. Some seniors were specially recognized for having a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher for seven semesters.

Tradition honors excelling students

He said he got mixed comments
from the audience. A lot of people,
he said, didn’'t want to listen and just
wanted to play the game show from
past Purple Feather Days.

He didn't know anything about
the event before he played it, but
said he was proud to be a part of the

he played the bass. He plays with his  He said everyone got to choose his or

BY MOLLY MULLEN ;
—_—— mom, dad and little brother in the  her favorite song to play and he chose

Nearly 500 students celebrated  Burt Street Boys jazz quartet. “Maiden Voyage.”

having a high grade point average “I thought they sounded great,” Erickson liked playing in front of
(GPA) for the 38th annual Purple

Feather Day, Principal Jerry Bexten

Bexten said. his schoolmates and said he thought

it was fun for playing for so many
people.

Every weekend his family travels
down to the Lied Center in Nebraska

Erickson used to play the flute,
said.

One hundred
specifically awarded for having an

but his father was always looking for a

seniors  were  bass player to fit with his piano. Two
tradition.
Junior Jessica Hollenbeck said

she took the Purple Feather Day

years ago his dad bought a bass and

accumulative GPA of 3.5 or better  Erickson started playing, City to play together, he said, and this
He said he felt well prepared for
the Purple Feather Day.

He knew about the gig two

for seven straight semesters of high summer they are practicing for four

other concerts. ceremony seriously.
“For me it’s an accomplishment,”
Hollenbeck said. "It shows me how

much I've worked for.”

school.
Freshman Alek Erickson was also “"When we first got the gig | was
wondering what everyone was going

to think,” he said.

put in the spotlight, offering a family ~ weeks in advance and the whole

jazz quartet for entertainment where

Upcoming

family practiced untl the concert.

11 District Track Meet

The District track meet will take place today at Millard West High School. The field events start at 12 p.m. and the track events start at 1:30 p.m. Track events
include relays, boys and girls hurdles and the 100-meter dash.

13 French Club Pique-nique

The French Club is saying goodbye to their seniors with a picnic at ElImwood Park from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. French Club sponsor and international language
department head Bev Fellman said she plans for there to be grilling among other things. “We just relax and have fun,” Fellman said.

13-15 Botanical Gardens Extravaganza

National Honors Society (NHS) will be helping the Botanical Gardens when it has a sale of greenhouse items for the general public. Some members will
carry customers’ purchases, watch children or weed and garden. On Friday, it will go from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., and on Saturday and Sunday it will run from 9
am.to 5 p.m. English teacher Jennifer Stastny said as many as 40 students will be at the gardens, taking three hour shifts. Stastny said many of the volunteers
will be the new junior inductees, who need one group activity and five individual activities.

15 Bob Orsi Benefit

The National Honor's Society (NHS) will be helping raise money for Bob Orsi, from Orsi’s Bakery. He has been diagnosed with lymphoma and has no
medical insurance. The NHS will be serving food at the benefit. Tickets are a $10 donation, with the profit going to the Bob Orsi Foundation. The benefit
will take place from 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Saint Francis Cabrini Hall, at 10th and William Street.

25-27 Finals

Finals for students will be taken on these days. Principal Jerry Bexten said students should behave like a normal day, and should prepare by listening to what
their teachers say will be on the final.

2 Senior Graduation rehearsal and Senior Graduation

Both will take place at the Civic Auditorium. The rehearsal begins at 9:30 a.m. and will last until about 11 a.m., and graduation starts at 7 p.m. and should
go until 8:20 pm. Assistant principal Paul Semrad said he did not know how many students will be graduating, but he expected many spectators. It
wouldn't surprise me if there were several thousand,” he said.
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Culinary ary
takes third 4

competitiop

The culinary skills clas 1)
place at the State cooking comp,,,
and second place in (he
competition.

Each d

ic

culinary  class

four cooks who had gougd ,‘..-.
attendance, were responsible g4 |
strong will to sacrifice their i )
competition.

Eiv i,
‘ culinary

across the .
entered

competitio
class had 14
one three
dish with , ,,
no more thy, | elu

Th:‘}

Wi

5 also  labores J
STIRU.SKI perform . -
food inde I

procedures like safety instruction .}
creating an original menu.

“They did awesome; they 5y -
lot of hours and learned a lot.”
skills teacher Jeanne Staroski <

She said the weekend befor .
competition they spent roug
hours practicing the dishes 10§ P
competition.

Sophomore Anthony Byer
thought they did a good job. b
Career Center 5-6 class bear ik
State.

“They did so good
entrepreneur part and paperwork p;
that if they were to walk 1o 2 by
they would ger a loan right away
said.

VE

on o

At State all the classes als ify
to render a case study and knowle N
bowl over all of the currculum
knife skills.

JROTC cadet
receive plaque
to mark histor|

BY CLAY LOMNETH

In an effort to recogniz
Cadet CommandersfromJunior few
Officer Training Corps (JROT(
alumnus Max Kennedy revealed 4
dedicated three new plaques o\

“(1 wanted) to document
of something that’s been arcun
over 100 years,” Kennedy said

To raise money for the plag
Kennedy sent letters and e
soldiers who would have their e
on the plaques, asking them to Jox
money. About half responded. soni
which he heard from personally 1t
who did respond will have thei niz
inscribed on the bottom of the p!

The research took Kenw
around 40 or 60 hours, he said. bu
didn’t mind.

“It was a fun thing to do,” hv -

Kennedy wanted to especs
honor cadet commander Willum §
Roark. Roark was on his second tour |

Vietnam when his plane was shot &

over North Vietnam.
Roark was the

commander killed in action.

only [R(

l
!
The Register (USPS 09752
published seven times during the s
year. Monthly in September. Decp
ber, January, February and March 7
bimonthly in October/November
April/May by Central High School
N. 20th St., Omaha, NE. l
Periodicals postage pad at UTf
ha, NE. POSTMASTER: Send adirf
changes, to the Register, 124 N, 201
Omaha, NE 68102 ‘

(402) 506-6173
1618 Harney

100% Colombia Decaf

Now Introducing
*FREE WIRELESS

INTERNET
*DAILY LUNCH

'
Imperial Palace | 5 ;
Chinese w4

Free Engraving on
Trophies!

L _—
-2PM. ! orth 129t
SPECIALS 11-2PM Cuisine! H IRO 3455 North 129th
*EVERY FRI. AND SAT. B guulﬁ Ru'? S;lgluﬁr: 5435 Center Street
: ' maha, Ne .
"IFTI:I'EI:IEIE:IT:ISET“T | Phone 402.933.009] gy
- _ o o ) Especially For You
MUSIC IN TOWN , M-F 8:30-4:30
*$3 BEFORE 10 PM. 333-5570 7222«9’/&@ 11212 Chicago Cir. Thurs till 6:00

*FEATURING
FREESTYLE FRIDAYS
*$5 ENTRY
WINNER TAKES ALL

Sat 8:30 - Noon
(402) 558-433

Fav 1402 558-9189
e-inall sabes o entertrophy. com

Music. Videos. Gifts, Stationery, Books & Bibles

Bring in this Coupon for 20% off
Any single non-sale item*

We Have The Christmas Gifts You Need!

Serving
Omaha for Ov
25 Years

«Medals

«Ribbons

+Plaques

+Pens

»Clocks

« Acrylic & Crystal Awar®

« Patches

+ Full Color Reproduction

- Laser Etching

« Architectural Signage
1 - Name Badges

« Team & Individual

Sports Awards

« Advertising Spedialties

« Rubber Stamps




OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

——

HOOI.

CTs
at

n Two seniors clocked in three more volunteer
hours Apr. 23, for the National Honors Society

(NHS) Botanical Gardens Earth Day cleanup.
Senior David Ramirez, with almost 100 hours,

BY CLAY LOMNETH

ok thiJll:nd senior Mariela Mufioz, with 60 volunteer
detitio i ours, both helped pull weeds and rake mulch.
Mety NHS sponsor Jean Whitten said the NHS

students usually did work for the gardens about
selecell ice a year, but any volunteers were welcome on
8radel ¢, i rdays.
'd hag Whitten has been going to the Botanical
Hort Gardens since the fall of 1996, when she started
working at Central.
She said it used to be for her honors biology
students.
“It became an Honor Society project when |
started helping out with the honors society,” she
said.

€r

E st

Whitten said she was glad Ramirez and
Muiioz still came to the gardens, even with all their
volunteer hours.

To become a distinguished NHS member, the
students must have 50 hours and have participated
in seven group projects.

“They come to everything, even though they
have all the hours they need,” she said.

Ramirez has been in NHS since his junior
year. Volunteer hours, he said, also came from his
work with Latino Leaders Club.

Ramirez said he enjoyed helping out, and that

red

re thll | otivated him. The Botanical Garden work was
Sy O sl eoable, hie said
ke especially enjoyable, he said.

——— TR

National Honors Society celebrates Earth Day

“We can get in touch with nature,” he said.’

Mufioz has volunteer hours from Liberty 5%6{-" :

Elementary, translating for the students there.
She also teaches a dance class for second and third
grade girls.

Munoz said she enjoyed the helping out by
weeding , and it was her second time at the gardens
volunteering.

“I just love gardening; I love being out in
nature,” she said. “(It's) kind of relaxing.”

Rosarian at the Botanical Gardens Fred Strohl
directed the volunteers,

He hasbeen working at the Botanical Gardens
for 10 years.

“T've seen a lot of kids come through the
gate,” Strohl said.

He said all the kids that have come through
have been a big help.

With the size of the crew that worked for
three hours, he said his job was much easier.

“It would take me two or three weeks by
myself,” Strohl said.

Strohl said he thought helping out was good
exposure for the students, and years from now
they would come back and remember what they
had planted.

Senior Courtney Ziesel has been in NHS for
a year, and she has helped with Botanical Gardens
about four times.

“They have different stuff to do every time,”
she said.

Some of the activities NHS has participated
in, Ziesel said, included an Easter egg coloring and
hunt with elementary school children.
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Senior Mariela Mufioz weeds at the Botanical Gardens during a National Honors Society cleanup. Mufioz has about 60 hours
volunteering, including helping teach dance class to young giris.

.4Students help organize fund-raisers to get second kidney transplant for little sister

BY EMILY HARRISON

Keanne Laffinette had health problems since she was
born. Her sister sophomore Kamita Laffinette said now that
she is 9 years old she has already had a stroke and a kidney
transplant and is need of another.

Her sisters, three who attend Central, have been helping
plan benefits in the community to raise funds for
her family.

Keanne had her first donated kidney taken out
after it failed and had a stroke the following day.

Keanne could not speak or walk after her
stroke on Dec. 10.

Kamita said doctor’s predicted it would be at
least a month before Keanne would be able to walk,
and 6 months to a year before she could speak.
However, Keanne is already walking and talking,

Keanne had already undergone one kidney
transplant when she was 2 years old.

She received the first kidney from her mother, Stephanie
Jackson, and her stepfather hopes to donate the next.

At that time Keanne was the youngest successful African-

than the first time Keanne had a transplant.

After the second transplant, the family will need financial
support because both parents will be unable to work.

Keanne's mother will need to take her to therapy and help
her recover, and her step-father will need to recover from his
surgery as well,

Jackson said her husband has already been out of
work taking Keanne to therapy and dialysis
appointments.

Parents, students and staff from Keanne's
school, Holy Cross Elementary, and members of
her Church have organized fund-raisers and benefits
to aid Keanne's family.

These included a spaghetti benefit dinner,
a cut-a-thon at a local hair salon, a play, selling
wristbands and many donations.

Cathy Kessler, an organizer of the event said
the benefit dinner was full of diversity; it was
diverse both ethnically and religiously.

“Coming together like this is what community is all
about,” Kessler said.

Sean Barrett another organizer of the benefit said he did

Another benefit, a cut-a-thon, was held on Apr. 24, at
Studio G Hair Design. Free hair cuts were given with donations
for Keanne.

There were also raffle tickets sold for a set of jewelry from
Premir Designs Jewelry.

Theresa DesRosiers, the owner of Premir Designs Jewelry,
also sold jewelry at the salon, and donated all the profits to
Keanne.

The benefits from a performance of the "Wizard of Oz
on Apr. 14" at Holy Cross by Keanne's school mates, were
donated too. '

Also, bracelets in various colors have been sold to raise
money for Keanne. On the bracelets "Keep Loving” is imprinted.
Many children also raised money for Keanne through bake
sales, lemonade stands and even at their own birthday parties.

With all of the benefits about $22,000 was raised, $2,000
above the original goal.

Jackson said she would use the money to take time off of
work while Keanne recovered.

Senior Amber Cade, an adopted sister of Keanne’s, said
that while it was scary at first she believed Keanne would be
all right.

eser PHOTOS BY EMILY ISIIII!IIEG American living related transplant in Nebraska. not know Keanne, but wanted to do something for her. Both “In the beginning everyone was shook up,” Cade said. "I
» 198 keanne Laffinette (front) and her sister junior “It is harder on the donor,” Jackson said of transplants. Barrett’s and Kessler's children attend Holy Cross Elementary.  just pray, go on with life and know it will be OK.”
d a Amber Cade sit at Studio G Hair Design for a benefit The patient’s body is used to working without that organ, Barrett said Holy Cross was a small school where every Jackson said the family would like to thank Central for
fay 4 Cut-a-thon. (Photo right) Laffinette and Cade and but the donor’s body is not. one knows each other. allowing the posters to be put up and thank all the students
istol . However Jackson said technology is much better now Barrett said talking began about the benefits in January. who bought wristbands.
d display wristbands sold for a fund-raiser. &Y
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Sf“‘t TROY ANDERSON, an honors student at the University of
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m L fi internship at the NASA l 2 h I
o Nebraska-Lincoln, was chosen for an i p S t S t e on v wav to
dov i joring in electrical k f 'f y
Glenn Research Center. Anderson, a senior majoring in electri now or sure | vou re
OTY ‘ 2 i " . . .
‘ ing, said Nebraska is helping him launch a career in the h . h s.l.n
Fremeerne i the one with an STD.
i aerospace industry. “I'm glad | chose Nebraska because it offers
0) §
chooll| so many opportunities to help me reach my goals. The Honors
cent -
1 Program is challenging and I've benefited from the n|[| you kn ow
- and
1 small classes and the strong connection with that cla deia and
|
Dmifll | ' i ;
my professors. Nebraska - was definitely the right ﬁ h .
™ | = onorrhea rates in
B | place for me.” - )
k Gy Douglas County are
I TS )
at least two times
L)
| higher than the
verfl |
L]
national rates?
L]
" Call the STD Hotline
" at 1-800-782-2437 for
I L] L L L
local clinic information.
Admissions: UNIVERSITY JOF T
Sdmissions.anodu Nebiiaska Or visit: STDOmaha.com.
B = Lincoln

o €



48

Juniors chosen
to be delegates
for annual State

BY LAUREN CRIST

Six students and four alternates were chosen for
this year's Girls and Boys State.

Juniors Stephen Wilhelm, George Blazek and
Kyle Samuelson were selected for Boys State and
juniors Jennifer Castello, Yasmiene Mabrouk and
Deborah Rennard were selected for Girls State.

In order to be accepted, students had to be in
the top 20th percentile of their class and submit an
application with an essay. Social studies teacher Charles
Hinkle was a member of the selection committee.

“We look for people who are interested in how
government works and want to serve in it in the
future,” he said. “We also look for people who are
good citizens and responsible.”

He said students have to submit an essay and a
committee interviews applicants individually.

“The questions can show how they (the students)
handle themselves,” he said.

Girls and Boys State is set up similar to the
Nebraska governmental system, except it is run by
students.

Students run for and elect others for positions in
city, county and state government officials. The Girls
and Boys State Legislatures introduce and debate the
bills before enacting them into “laws.”

Blazek said he learned about the program because
his sister, Mary Blazek, was a part of Girls State. Mary
was elected governor of Nebraska.

George said he’s not sure whether or not he will
run for governor at State.

“I definitely want to run for something,” he said.

George said he was interested in possibly running
for a governmental position in the future.

“I'm really open to it,” he said. "I enjoy
government politics.”

Those chosen for State are eligible for Nation.
Nation is similar to State, except it is set up similarly to
the federal rather than state government.

The last Central student for Nation was senior
Naomi Rennard. Deborah Rennard is her younger
sister.

Deborah said she wanted to participate because
both of her siblings went to State and Nation and
really enjoyed themselves.

She said she had some experience with politics
indirectly through her mom.

Her mom worked with the League of Women
Voters and Rennard helped her and wrote about the
experience in her essay. She said she wanted to know
more about government and thought State would be
a good opportunity to do so.

“I want to know more about how it works so
when [ vote for a candidate I have the knowledge to
make a wiser decision,” she said.

She said she wants to continue on with Nation
later like her siblings did. She said she would also like
to be interested in a position in the historical society.

“When my siblings did it, they knew a lot about
government afterwards and had a great time,” she
said. "I'd like to do the same.”

Wilhelm said he applied for State because he
thought it would be a good experience and would be a
good thing to have on his transcript.

“I'm keeping my options open,” he said.

He said he wasn't sure if he would be interested
in pursuing a government position in the future, but
State would help teach him how to be a good, effective
leader and get along well with other people.

“It will help me to do what I want to accomplish
and get things done that [ want to get done,” he said.
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Don Skadeland, a representative from the Gideons International,
cause trouble, but give students an opportunity to read about religion. A week before a

Students, protestors voice opinion on campusj:

BY ZACH PLUHACEK

They stood in front of Central holding signs that read,
“Homosexuality is a sin.”

A group of protesters handed out pamphlets to students
addressing what they believed to be the religious ramifications
of homosexual behavior.

The next day, hundreds of students participated in
another protest, this time on behalf of gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender teens.

The protest these students were involved in, known as the
Day of Silence, was part of a national effort to secure safery
in schools.

“It’s a day to show the silence that gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender students have to go through,” Gay-Straight
Alliance (GSA) sponsor Rick Richards said.

Richards said there were over 200 participants.

Freshman Amy Wall showed cards to several students
explaining her silence. She said one person told her it was
against her religion, but Wall said the reaction to the protest
seemed positive.

“It made me understand more,” she said.

Richards said the Day of Silence was started in 1996.

Mark Morin, one of the protestors, said students in
recent years were being told that homosexuality was perfectly
acceptable, an implication he said was incorrect. That, he said,
was his reason for coming to Central.

“Because of this Day of Silence, we decided that maybe
we should go out and spread some truth about homosexuality,”

Geography teacher applies to become member of Peace Corps ! o

BY KRISTINA ALAS

Many people love to travel around the
world and get involved with different cultures.
Most people who like to travel never get the
time or money to go and do what they love.

Sociology and geography teacher
Michelle Pleiss has been to many places around
the world and would like to visit more. :

Pleiss has been thinking about joining
the Peace Corps, a global humanitarian
organization. Members travel to different
places to help people out.

She has not joined yet, but has started
her application. She said she still has some
reservations before making a final decision.

She said her favorite place to visit was
Jerusalem because its culture was unique.

It has the top three world religions Islam,
Judaism and Christianity. ’

“I'would have to stop teaching
and my father is sick,” Pleiss said.

She said she wanted to stay
near her father. If she joins the
Peace Corps she would either go
to Africa or South America.

She said these two places have
the most diversity.

She has taught at Central for
three and a half years and said
she enjoyed teaching high school
because she liked the subject
matter and the age group.

“I teach sociology because I like learning
about how people interact; it’s a part of
society,” Pleiss said.

Morin said.

The group of people who organized the protest, composed
of Morin and his friends, had been to other schools in Omaha
as well as some Millard and Elkhorn for the same purpose.

Administrator Dionne Kirksey said the school couldn’t do
anything to stop the protestors because they were on a public
sidewalk.

She said although the administration considers this area
to be school grounds it is not legally school property.

“Our handbook applies only to students,” she said. “It
doesn’t apply to people who aren't.”

When Kirksey first found out about the protestors from
a student, she said she asked where they were and what they
were doing.

Richards said the effect the protest had on the Day of
Silence was almost a positive one because it got more people
actively involved.

He said he was still concerned with the impact it could
have on less secure students and students who were not open
about their sexuality.

“It makes me feel sad because I know how hard it is to be
an adolescent and be different from everyone else,” he said.

When people tell him he speaks hate, Morin says “Jesus
can set you free.” The pamphlets handed out by the protestors,
published by the Wisconsin Christians United, contained
arguments against homosexuality that used religion as their
primary backing.

“Our law in this country has its roots in the scriptures,”
Morin said.

Mexico.

agriculture, health

education.

care,

hands out pocket bibles to freshman Monica Herrera and sophomore Darius Bell. He said he wasn't trying, ...
nother religious organization was handing out pamphlets against homosexuality, I

During her high school and college years
she saw a lot of the world. Some of the places
she visited were Jerusalem, Italy,
Greece, Amsterdam, England and

She said she not only liked to
travel, but liked to do service work
and learn about different cultures.

She started doing service
work in high school because it was
required, and said it of grew on
her since she did it so often.

There are many different
fields she could work in including
business and

She said she would like to teach education
to students because it would be interesting

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH SCHOg ! OM!

|
|
A
1
|

1

PHOTO BY LAUREN CRIST/REGISTy

acti

ey I

He said many laws in the past have had a religious by, F

and the fact that the church and state are separate doesn't .. | #iRed €
they don't influence one another. Wchoo
ColinMangrum, aprofessorof law at Creighton Univery;; | #he ct

said despite the lack of legality in religious arguments, m, I
laws are subjective towards religion to some extent. e ser

“The question is on what basis can people pass laws "}, hile
said. “The issue of marriage is a public policy issue.”

In a way, he said, the protest in front of the school y;
more legal than the Day of Silence. )

“The establishment clause keeps public forums (such 4 . .
Central) from communicating a religious message,” he sud

Richards said he felt the use of religious argumens
political issues such as homosexuality was common. ‘E!

Don Skadeland, a representative from the Cideon
International, stood outside the school on Apr. 26 Th
afternoon he gave away over 400 copies of the Ne ) j#hose
Testament. I

hree
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Skadeland said his reason for being outside that day v} ior ES
not to target any particular political issue or to “causc i |l st
problems,” but simply to give students an opportunity 1o re; | gPne si
about the religion. '

Despite the reaction to the protest a few days carle | #F3MP
Skadeland said his presence on the Dodge Street sidewsi}) §FOMP
met little opposition. Richards said the difference berwes :
Skadeland’s actions and those of the protestors earlier th: | Lo
week was not only the message but the approach. pota

“I don't think religion is the culprit here,” he said. i} §n P2
people who think they have the market cornered on God he sa

I

br ES

to fill some of the needs of underdeveops duc

countries in the classroom.
In 1999, she traveled to Israel. She travels :1

spent three weeks by the Sea of Galilee wen
she dug up the old city of Bethsaida. Bethsaiii
was one of three cities in the Christian Bibk
that collapsed. ;
It was prophesied by Jesus to fall becaus |}
the people were not doing God's will. ‘

there to do archaeology and anthropologyv Si ’

“I liked to learn about the past and tht
people,” Pleiss said.

She found pottery and tombs that da
back to 1000 B. C.

She is signed up for a program in Japx} #
for three weeks in the summer. \ 1

She said she wanted to learn abour the \
culture. '
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JROTC reaches out through Red Cross

BY MOLL‘:’ MULLEN

Tinette Williams, coordinator of the JROTC
sponsored blood drive, said it was overbooked with
more than 80 people signed up to give blood from
$ a.m. to 2 p.m. She said some people who came in
were turned away because of restrictions.

“They can't weigh less than 110 pounds
because it affects the volume,” Williams said.

She said donors also could not be younger
than 17 because of state law.

When donors came in someone would have
to test their blood, pulse and temperature. Then
they would be asked a series of questions about
medication, tattoos and piercings. Students would
be turned away if an answer lead them to believe
their blood could be contaminated, like an infection
from a piercing or tattoo or having alcohol or
medication in the bloodstream.

She said after the pint was collected the
students had to sit for 15 minutes to make sure the
blood loss didn't have an effect.

“We have to make sure they don't have a light
she said. “We get them hydrated and
make sure they aren’t woozy. Even after they leave
they might have a reaction.”

Red Cross employee Lynn McQueen said the
Red Cross sends out trucks and buses everyday to
schools, businesses and churches. He said overall
the churches were likely to have the most donors.

He said after the blood was collected it would
be sent to a station on 38th and Dewey to be held
while a sample was tested for diseases at national
facilities in St. Paul, Minn. The blood is held for
three days before it can be used.

reaction,”

Officials say NCLB looks good on paper, gives disadvantages in practice

“Most blood donated in Omaha is used in
the Midwest,” Lynn said. “Sometimes we get calls
from other areas, though.”

He said there have been emergency blood
drives for events that happen all over the world.
When an elderly man crashed into the Fisherman's
Wharf two years ago, the Omaha Red Cross was
called to collect donations.

Williams said Midwesterners are more apt
to donate for an emergency. She said after the
tsunami, people were lined up to donate.

“There weren't as many as 9/11,” she said.
“We had to extend our hours for that. People were
lined up for three hours at a time giving blood after
9/11; it was an overwhelming response.”

“Junior Brianna Brei said she was glad to give
blood twice this year.

“My dad has donated over 120 pints of blood,”
she said, “so I have to catch up.”

She said this time she was much less nervous
than she was the first time, and she was planning
on donating senior year as well.

Senior Kyle Kenkel worked the blood drive all
day. He said they have been doing a blood drive for
three years as a part of their service learning, or
hands-on volunteer work.

He said during the project they had to keep
a journal and afterwards they would have After
Action Review (AAR).

“In AAR we have to talk about what we did or
what we can improve on,” Kenkel said.

He said a lot JROTC students gave blood

along with the rest of the student body. Overall he
considered it a success, he said, and thought there
was a great student response.

PHOTO BY MOLLY MULLEN/REGISTER

Coordinator Tinette Williams prepares the list of students donating blood. It
was the second blood drive this year, but was organized by JROTC.

M ‘ESL’ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

some accomadations for ESL students, but
those are very small.

Kennedy said the law was not only unfair
for ESL and special education students, but for
all students in general, because of the idea of
one size fits all testing.

“It sounds just wonderful for political
campaigning, but the reality is much more
complex,” she said.

Special education department head Judy
Storm said she thought NCLB as a whole was
not a very clear issue. She said it sounded good

students with a diagnosed educational
she said. “It (NCLB) affects all

students, not just special education students.”

deficiency,”

That goal, she said, to improve the
students’ scores every year, wasn't bad to
try and strive for, but it still posed some
problems.

“Will we always be able to meet that
(goal)? T don't know,” Storm said. “That’s
because students are different every year.”

Spokesman for the National Education
Association (NEA) Daniel Kaufman said in
part, the NEA supported what the NCLB law
was trying to do.

Development Assessment (ELDA) test on
Apr. 21. The test measured how much the ESL
students have learned.

ESL department head Linda Ganzel said
the testing of not only the ESL students but of
every student was unfair. The ELDA tests, she
said, were taken the majority of the day and
included reading, writing, listening and one-
on-one speaking tests.

“The reason for the ELDA tests is to show
progress,” she said. "ELDA was developed to
make it fair.”

Ganzel said she could see why the tests
were given, but didn't think they did their job.

kids even more so,” Kennedy said.

ESL student senior Edgar Gonzalez took
the ELDA test. He said the speaking parts
were too easy, and they were at a freshmen or
sophomore level.

Gonzalez said he also takes CRTs in his
English class, and finds those easy, too. He said
he thought the CRTs were fair in some ways.

“Eleventh and 12th (graders) should be at
a higher level (of testing),” he said.

Kaufman said ESL students who recently
moved to the United States are sometimes
allowed to not take English CRTs, but must
still take math ones. For special education

on paper, but put into action it was not quite
the same.

Exemptions for special education students
or ESL students, Storm said, were not clearly
defined.

“When you're rtalking about special
education students, you're talking about

the data from tests and separating the students
into different groups.

have special needs, they aren't learning at the
same speed,” Kaufman said.

Some of the goals he agreed with were

“These kids (ESL and special education)
were not a result of NCLB,
Referenced Tests (CRTs) were.
ESL students took the English Language

“I'm not sure that the tests will accurately
show the students,” she said. “I'm not sure any
test is going to accurately reflect schools.”

. Kennedy said although the ELDA tests _
the Criterion

“Students are being over tested, and ESL

students, there was a 1 percent exception of
students with more significant disabilities who
got tests centered around their disability.

Maore recently, howeyer, thay percentage
has been changed to three percent, to include
students with less serious learning disabilties,
such as dyslexia.

Saddle Creek
donates goods

for fund-raiser

B W0ODS’ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

secretary there before his condition worsened to the
point where he could no longer work. After that he
started using oxygen all day.

“The Omaha fire fighters and Papillion fire
fighters have gotten together to support his cause,”
Mossberg said.

She said there will also be a silent auction and
raffle and CHS Singers might get involved as well.

So far she said $8 thousand has been raised
through Yonkers and other fund-raisers.

She said although Woods seems healthy enough
to attend all events now, eventually his condition will
worsen to the point where he cannot play such an
active roll.

Music
Bouma said CHS Singers plans

teacher Lyn

on performing its Roadshow
act as well as other music 1t
has been singing all year at his
pancake feed on May 15.

She said he was in CHS
Singers his senior year, but
she didn't know he has cystic
fibrosis untl he was out of

school for a month.

WO00DS

“We were really worried
about him.” she said. “But he's a real fighter and
really pleasant.”

She said when Woods called her he said he was in
good health, but his lungs just weren't working right.
She said the singers were glad to take their Saturday
morning to sing for the benefit.

Alumnus Roslyn Fraiser said the class of 1995
plans on having a fund-raiser at their10-year reunion
Sept. 2.

“After hearing about his illness I decided to call
Clark (Laurton, 1995 class president) and said as a
class we should probably do something,” Fraiser
said.

She said she and Woods sat together in a few
classes at school and when he decided to fund-raise
for a transplant, he started calling up old friends.

“He Googled me and we've been e
talking ever since,” she said.

Fraiser and her husband, an employee of Saddle
Creek Records, have put together an Ebay auction for
Woods,

Items sold will include a guitar signed by Connor
Oberst of Bright Eyes and another guitar signed by
members of The Faint. She said she plans on getting

-mailing and

more of the class involved.

If anyone would like to volunteer time or money
they could get in contact with Mossberg through the
school store.

A representative from Clarkson College
will be visiting Central High School in March.

Let's talk about your future.

MASTER'S DEGREES BACHELOR'S DEGREES DIPLOMA
Nursing Nursing Practical Nursing
Health Care Business Health Care Business Mgmt.
Leadership Medical Imaging PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

A

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREES
Health Information Mgmt.

Physical Therapist Assistant
Radiologic Technology

Health Information Mgmt.
Certified Nursing Assistant
Certified Medication Aide
Nurse Refresher

N% CLARKSON COLLEGE

A Higher Degree of Excellence

800.647.5500 | 402.552.3100 | ClarksonCollege.edu

Icy Simpson
sophomore, Omaha

“When | received my financial award let-
ter from Wesleyan, | learned to my great
surprise and joy that | would be able to
pursue my dream of furthering my educa-
tion i music—a dream that | have had all
of my life.”
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