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at better Certain record labels are targeting high school students by trying to get
- them to buy a new wave of racist and degrading music. Some say this
BY LAUREN CRIST = . . =S
el [—— music stretches the boundaries of the First Amendment too far,
ninf Junior Lisa Napravnik said she ; ' . . " ~
while others believe there are no limits to this freedom.

the wil§sigreed with the idea of eliminating

Jected
ory.

lay BY ANDREW REINWALD

When he saw them being loaded
onto the trains and sent off 1o refugee
y befy jhealthy snack food. camps by the thousands on television,

| would be against it because I
1the |fually go to the vending machines,”

e said. “1 have lanch seventh hour

he knew he had to do something.
Alumnus Rand Engel was struck by

the difficult images of all the homeless

and starving people. These images were

t witiihd | usually get really hungry before

of the refugees of the war in Kosovo.

1. Frihen

, andfl She said she had many friends who Now almost six years later, Engel,

nded@licd on vending machines for their who graduated from Central in 1966, is
nches. Napravnik said kids without a doing something to help those whose

1owe@nch period ate food from the vending lives were torn apart by the war and

to mah:chines because it was all they had. the ethnic hatred that characterized

he th ‘They have to eat during passing the war.

riods because they don’t have a lunch “l saw that [ could do

he thifriod.” she said.

Legislative Bill 285, also known as
| Griflhe Nutrition in Schools Act, aims to
»rs, [iminate the selling of all junk food
It of @roducts during school hours. The bill

currently awaiting the vote of the
he lfducation Committee.

something,” he said.
Engel is the head
director of a relief work
R\ 2gency known as Balkan
(BSF),

which was created in

Sunflowers

response to the huge
human  rights  crisis

anot} Sen. Arnie Stuthman of District 22

as one of five senators who introduced in Kosovo in 1999. It works
re thilhe bill. throughout Serbia, Macedonia and
ointy “In my observation, there is more BY CLAY Albania, working in refugee camps,

dle, fbesity in schools now and in the furure building schools and strengthening the

¢ need to create awareness,” he said.
pecill  Thebill claims overweight students
] we an increased risk of type two
he tifiiabetes and are more subject to high

e said lies were spread about  University Mike Fenner said students’ rights were economy by helping those whose lives
World War I, and there was

no way six million Jews could

different from non-student rights in two main were destroyed by the warlo.get jobs so
they could support their families.

From the many environmental

The first way was the schools control the

have been killed in the time in
which it took place. He said
his music was used to spread the truth about these

- campaigns to classes on human rights,
curriculum and what students learn. paig &

This also includes what books are in the library.

but filood pressure.

defer It also states obesity could result
1 discrimination and a social stigma.
ruthman said the state has to deal with
iese problems later in students’ lives.
ded “People who are overweight and
es frflon't exercise are more susceptible
defedo diabetes and health problems at a
 shafliounger age,” he said.

He said people who are obese
pter become a burden to the state
nd insurance companies because of
ays ilihc conditions or problems that later
bb silcvelop due to obesity.

ers 4 He said he is trying to help the
sing obesity rate by providing healthy
1thidlptions in foods such as uncarbonated
rages or foods containing less

BSF focuses on uniting the Balkan’s

lies and to raise racial awareness of whites. different, ‘gihnic groups ‘oo peacehl
This music has been labeled

power or white-supremacist

Others

The second way was at school-sponsored
red by the

. e —" -3 school, any speech made
Specral Free Speech ‘In-Depth | vy the

INSIDE
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terms.
Engel said there are now five new
Boy Scout troops that go on multi-ethnic

IS a ome as white- they were spons

music. prefer “hate school  was camp outs. According to BSF, it has also

music. assumed to be the supported a multi-cultural music and

Erich Gliebe is the president views of the school.
of Resistance Records. Gliebe
said his music was like the
protest music of the 1960s, except it was resisting the

dance festival in the city of Prizren.

He said this w he Engel said BSF also does a lot of

W school could censor work for the youth, many of whom had
estrict speech. their family members killed during the
government trying to unify the races. ner said what students have as rights ¢ : war.
Gliebe’s music is not sold in stores such as Wal-  now were based on what judicial decisions in According to BSF, there are now
Mart, but is sold in some independent music stores  court cases found free speech to be. four multi-ethnic summer camps in
Kosovo and at least eight summer-day

camps in Albania. BSF also teaches
science, art and computer classes to

and online because most stores don’t accept his pro-
CENSORSHIP

Fenner said government censorship of

white message.

“You can be proud to be black, proud to be gay,
proud to be Native American, but if you wear a shirt
that says ‘white pride,” they look at you like a bigot,”

children.
Engel said it was hard to stay
unbiased in an area so rife with ethnic

ugar. the music depended on the context of the
He said an example would be
PRl c/ling granola bars instead of candy.
“We don't want to eliminate
ending machines, we are instead
pboking to offer healthier alternatives,”
rtuniibiuthman said.
Foods disapproved in the bill
rtiffinclude items that are high in sugars and
1t “@aturated fats.
nin Principal Jerry Bexten said he
i upported healthy alternatives for
Grisgtudents,
fin. “I'm in favor of anything that
= 2 bupports good nutrition,” he said.
url He said the school does try to
- sofibrovide a variety of foods for students
n the vending machines and soda
tcofmachines, such as products other than
andy bars.
wo “We told the venders to make sure
tudents have choices with purchases,”
Hexten said.
He said the school provided
flternatives to carbonated beverages

regulations.

Gliebe said. He said the government could not

hatred, but through his work he gets the
opportunity to collaborate with Serbs,
Albanians and Roma.

“It’s difficult because you see one
group suffer at the hands of the other,”
Engel said. "I was here in 1999; I've seen

THE SCHOOLS AND THE PUBLIC
Because most stores don't carry his music,
Gliebe sometimes goes to high school football games
samplers because of the relaxed

would have to regulate something else.

For example, to stop the white-
to hand out musi power music from playing in schools,
the school would have to censor all it from both sides. It’s not just one group
kinds of music. or the:other.”

I:l'I'Inll'l'S}.\Idh'L'C‘SPL'L‘L'hinSL'hl'JUl.\' ¥ ] EH_L'_L'] said he and his fellow

atmosphere.

Principal Jerry Bexten said if a student was found
with white-power music, or any other offensive music,
he would confiscate it. was different because public schools volunteers enjoy working with the
He said if a student had any other kind of

music and was listening to it, he would only give a

are a part of the government and people of Kosovo, and despite the harsh
the school board, but it would still

be a violation of First Amendment

reality of poverty and ethnic hatred, the

warning volunteers still have a lot of positive
Bexten said he has objections to the offensive  rights. experiences.
Bexten said if the music was It's good work,” he said. "I

language, whether in music lyrics or written on ‘ ; .
guag feel good about working with these

notebooks and clothing. being distributed at a football

i B i T | 'I{'E'l\ll.'.‘I
“The question you need to ask yourself is, ‘is this peof

game, he would not allow B
He said some BSF volunteers have

material appropriate to bring to school?” ™ he said. it because it was on school : ; :
pprop & the opportunity to live with a family

Constitutional Law professor at Creighton property. He said he does i Kosow wd by wdeing: thar they
share many different aspc.cts of their
Continued to Hate on Page 6 lives together. Engel said living with
The illustration on the right uses lyrics from some bands on Resis- these peaple was 4 good way to/teach
tance Records. The owner of the company says the lyrics are more
white separatist than white supremacist. An official from the Anti-

Defamation League says lyrics like this are still harmful and are also

uch as water and juice.

Including both soft drink and
cof'cnding machines, the school makes
Hefleveral thousand dollars a year, he said.
In regards to solutions to obesity,

volunteers about life.

But the work in the Balkans is not
as traumatic as some may think.

“We live a lot more normal lives

f‘e anti-American.
t "
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DECA gets
awards for
work skills

BY ANDREW REINWALD

Almost half of the 42 students
who competed in the State DECA
competitions were awarded for their
prowess in marketing,

Different competitions included
wrtten and oral exams and research
projects presented to a panel of judges.
Competition material was based on the
actual marketing curriculum.
Marketing

teacher  Harry
Gaylor, one
of the DECA
sponsors,  said

Central did well
this year at the
competitions,

i s S “I'd say it
i ol was pretty close
s j, EREELY

to our usual

GAYLOR .
H number of those

who get awards,” Gaylor said.

DECA students studied marketing
topics from advertising to distribution.

They also run over the four Ps of
business: price, placement, promotion
and product.

He said they study from a business
point of view, rather than from a
consumer point of view.

Gaylor said every university and
government agency uses marketing to
educate people about their ideas, and
Marketing is important because almost
every occupation out there uses it.

"Marketing is a skill used
throughout society,” he said. "It’s just
economy in motion,”

Gaylor said many of his students
enjoy DECA because it helps to prepare
them for their chosen career paths.

He said DECA was something
that helped give students a variety of
skills to they will eventually need to
succeed. More than 75 percent of DECA
students go into a business occupation
after high school.

He said his students are actually
preparing for the DECA competitions
while they are taking the marketing
class. Some Sstudents met’ outside of
class on the weekends to prepare for
the three-day-long competition.

Teacher wins
“Who’s Who’
merit honor

BY MICHAELA BRIARDY

Patricia Brizendine is this year's
winner of the Who's Who of American
Teachers Award.

The winner of the award is chosen
annually from interviews of college
honors The
asked what high school teacher had the

most

SlLl(.'IEI']lS, students are

influence

on them.

College
sentor Felicia Ellis
sent in a letter
o nominate
Brizendine  for
the award. Ellis
attends Tennessee
State  University.
Ellis

Brizendine was a

said

big influence on
her during her freshman year in high
school.

Brizendine said she is honored to
receive the award and did not expect it.

“The best part is knowing there
are students out there where I've had a
part in their success,” she said.

Brizendine has been teaching at
Central since 1992 and taught at Boys
Town before that.

She said she liked the diversity at
Central and was interested in teaching
because a lot of people in her family are
teachers.

Brizendine said her uncles were
involved in the Civil Rights movement
of the 1960s.

She said she was inspired by their
stories of what it was like to march with
Martin Luther King Jr.. Brizendine has a
minor in black studies to go along with
her degree in secondary teaching.

"After learning about the Civil
Rights movement, I got hooked (on
history),"she said.

Brizendine said the best thing
about teaching was knowing she had a
positive impact on people.

“She’s a good teacher,” principal
Jerry Bexten said. “She works well with
students.”

Brizendine said she thinks her
biggest strength is her ability to
communicate and relate to students.

o . -

o

PHOTO BY NATASHA FIELDS/REGISTER
Senior Stephanie Simmons cuts open a turtie for Advanced Placement Biology. Though some students said they were a bit hesitant about the
thought of dissecting animals, they all eventually did for the grade. “It smelled bad,” sophomore Aimee Koenig said.

AP Biology cuts into anatomy unit

lamprey and the perch had a less difficult time trying
to get inside, but the groups with turtles had a tough
time getting them open. The students had to use tin
snips, a heavy-duty metal cutting tool.

Most students worked with a pair of latex
gloves, but McCreight said she didn’t need them.

“Ijust prefer to work without them,” McCreight
said.

Working with the less complicated animals was
the easy part, but when it came to the cat, several
students had personal issues.

Sophomore Bailey Jensen said she just couldn't
stand to dissect a cat, but she said she had to in order
to get a good grade.

The students then had to wash their cats with
soap and water.

"It feels like a turkéy,” junior Tim Battafarano
said .

The students then had to cut open the cat to
look at the muscles, skeleton and internal organs.

“I learned that we are dangerously close to
being salamanders,” Gardels said.

compared to other people who wanted to throw
up,” sophomore Aimee Koenig said.

McCreight said because she had been working
with dissecting animals for 12 years, the smell no
longer bothered her.

The students picked up the animals, most of
them gagging, and washed them with antibacterial
hand soap. Another person in the group washed out
the storage bag and set it aside.

The other group members prepared the
dissection tray and laid down paper towels to prevent
any possible internal fluid messes. The groups then
dried the animals off and took out their cutting
utensils.

Each group was given a dissection packet for
the animal they received. They follow their packets
with extreme precision in fear of making a mistake
and pick up the tools needed for cutting.

Senior Steven Gardels said he felt comfortable
with the dissection tools because he had past
experiences with school dissections.

The groups with the simpler organisms like the

BY NATASHA FIELDS

Advanced Placement (AP) Biology students
took a glimpse inside the lives of several species,
literally.

The students just finished studying the required
dissection chapter to further understand the internal
systems of organisms that make life possible.

“Seeing the coordination of all the systems is
the best,” AP Biology teacher Sandy McCreight said.
“I like to see the way things work together.”

The animals dissected included lamprey, sharks,
skates, perch, turtle, necturus, pigeons and cats.

The class was divided into nine groups and each
of the groups received one or two of the animals.

The first task after receiving the animals was to
open the bag and wash the animals to remove most
of the formaldehyde smell.

Many of the students gasped and turned a light
greenish color with the smell alone, and many were
extremely squeamish.

“It smelled bad, but I thought it was tolerable,

Upcoming

3 SAT Exam

Students are advised to arrive a half hour early to avoid problems with late registration. The exam begins at 8:30 a.m. Come prepared with pencils and
a calculator if needed.

4-8 Spring Recess

No school for students or faculty.

6 Latino Leaders Street Clean Up

In an effort to beautify, Omaha Latino Leader club members will be taking time out of their busy schedules and spring breaks to clean up portions of
South 24th street. Those interested in helping out should contact Susana Lara or a club member. Members of Latino leaders often do volunteer work in the
Latino community, including helping with Cinco De Mayo parades and other such volunteer service.

9 ACT Exam

Students are advised to arrive half an hour early to avoid problems with late registration. The exam begins at 8:30 a.m. Come prepared with pencils
and a calculator if needed.

14 Internet Math Competition

Starting at 4 p.m,, students in teams of six will log onto computers around the building for an online math competition. There will be 25 questions, and

teams can use any resource available in 90 minutes. There will be different questions for all levels of math students. As many teams of six as possible can
compete. See Greg Sand for more details.

14 UNL Language Fair

The University of Nebraska at Lincoln will be holding an event for all modern languages. Students must compete in two events, ranging from poster
making, folk dance, poetry, drama and music competitions. Students need $6 for the registration fee and $5 for the bus. The bus for Lincoln will depart at
7:30 a.m. See Fairouz Bishara, Jeff Sill, Kristin Lawton or Bev Fellman for more information.

23 Chemistry Fair

Students from all across Omaha will compete in six events dealing with chemistry at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Those interested, whether

currently in a chemistry class or not, can contact Jesse Busse, Jeff Frederickson or Sandi McCreight. This will be Central’s fifth year involved in this
competition.

25 Junior Test Date

This is the last day to take the fourth round. Students who have not passed the first three rounds must take the fourth. Students will be taken out of class
for the test, o
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History clas
visits Bostonp}
to learn past

BY MOLLY MULLEN

ap pec
Socialstudiesteachers Scott W), §§ BST
and Vickie Deniston-Reed and sy,
teacher Jean Whitten took a groy,
11 AP American History studen.
Boston, Mass. : ¢

He said it helped that Whitier
lived in Boston. He planned oy o
flights, and where
they would visit
and their hotel
and Whitten got
them there.

Among
some of the
places they
visited was the
site of the Boston
Massacre and
Fenway Park.

“It was actually the oldest par} .

use,” he said.

The students seemed to enjoy -
park the best, Wilson said.

He said they also took a walk
tour of the city, which included 16 v
They walked the first half the fir
they arrived, and the second hali
next day.

“It was litereally a red line puimn
across the town,” he said. “Somecun
there were red bricks, but most o |
time we just walked along this o jpah
red line.”

He said this was the first v
he ever too a group of AP Amer
History students to Boston and i
would like to do it again.

“It depends on the type of stulc: @
we get next year,” he said. “The «ih#
two teachers were very enthusiasti

He said he has also taken stulin
to Washington D.C.

Teen leaders

her
brrik
E:

to staff, faculty::
BY ANDREW REINWALD .
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Awaiting faculty and suaff
a standing ovation and a breakis
buffet. Judy Storm, chairman of
special education department
Student  Council
sponsor, said
Student Council
has been hosting
a free breakfast for
faculty and staff
for over 13 years as
a part of teacher
a.ppreciatinn
week.

“All staff are
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invited as a show of appreciaton
Storm said.

Twenty or so Student Cound
members stood outside the conferenc
room, where the breakfast was held
applauding every teacher, secretary i
staff member who walked in for a quict
breakfast.

Among the early morning entree
were bagels, fruit, assorted juices an
coffee.

She said the teachers and staf
enjoyed the breakfast. They saw it a:1
thank-you from the students.

Storm said the Student Coundi
members were very enthusiastic abou!
giving something back to those wh
taught them every day.

Junior Alvin Samuels, who hi
been helping with the breakfast tor the
last two years, said he liked to help ou
and hoped he made it enjoyable for the
teachers.

“"We're giving them one day. we
might as well make it the best, he
said.

ey N

Samuels, while acting as che
master for Student
sure faculty and staff, knew they wer
appreciated.

While shouting cheersand clapping
his hands, he drove home his point 10
some embarrassed looking teachers

The faculty turnout was big «
many staff members said they wert
able to enjoy the day.

Everyone from art teachers 10
guidance counselors made their wa
down to the conference room for somt
free food.

Council made

The Register (USPS 097-520) ©
published seven times during the schoo!
year. Monthly in September. Decem
ber, January, February and March and
bimonthly in October/November and
April/May by Central High School. 124
N. 20th St., Omaha, NE.

Periodicals postage paid at Omd
ha, NE. POSTMASTER: Send addres
changes, to the Register, 124 N. 20th St
Omaha, NE 68102
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WAR' CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

. neople would think,” Engel said.

psi is different from the other relief
that after most of the Non-
. cenmental Organizations (NGOs) leave to
cher parts of the world, BSF stays behind
vcars afterward helping to rebuild what was
qoved by the war. Engel said BSF continually
ats to the changes that are needed in such an
able place.

Ingel said BSF changed gradually from a
lot of work in the refugee
camps to reconstruction
and educating the
population about the
disadvantages of ethnic
hatred.

BSF volunteer Judy
Haney  worked with
Engel in Kosovo for over
a month. They were both
in the refugee camps in
ENGEL (1966) 2000.

“he said many things about her work in

f.ilkans stuck with her. Among them were

ies of children with no homes, gathered

¢ refugee camps with what remained of
hattered lives.

i was sad, many of the children in the

il had their entire families wiped out,” she

qces N

Liney said a large problem is finding jobs
mv of the unemployed civilians. She said
i them worked for the NGOs and when
it. the civilians had nowhere to work. The
will leave a place to go to another hot
vhere their help is needed.
5l volunteer Gezedim Zisoka has been
¢ with Engel for more than a year and
ne a lot for BSF's Scouting for Change
1
fle also does a lot of work with AIDS
ness and environmental issues in addition
ping with the Boy Scout newsletter.
‘isoka said Engel always finds a way to help
when he's busy.
| think he’s a hard worker,” Zisoka said.
11 he has a full agenda he still finds a way to
ibute something.”
[ngel said he enjoys helping those who
him the most, those devastated by the war,
¢motionally and physically.
He said it hasn't been easy seeing these
rent people’s lives being torn apart. But, he
it was all part of the job, no matter how
ult it was.
I'he work BSF does starts the groundwork
¢ lives of thousands of people. Engel said
juality of life of the people of Kosovo has
ised dramatically since BSF started its relief

I‘ngel said through this work it is able to
out to those who were scarred by the war
imply make their lives better.

BSF has even helped the locals get jobs

pore
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entering the field of business, and is participating in the Future Business Leaders of America and Key Club.

Students selected for seminar

BY ANDREW REINWALD

They've proven themselves as responsible
young leaders and now they're getting the
chance to find out more about their leadership
skills.

Sophomore Mai Zhang has been
nominated to go to the Hugh O’Brian Youth
(HOBY) leadership seminar and sophomore
Aaron French has been selected to go to the
Nebraska Youth Leadership seminar.

Guidance counselor Rick Richards said
to be selected, students had to apply with
him. Richards said students who go to these
seminars are being taught valuable lessons
about working with others and meeting
goals.

“They're going to come back with better
leadership skills,” Richards said.

Brian Adams, seminar chairperson for
HOBY, said the seminar will give students the
opportunity to use their leadership experience
and skills with other students.

“Students get the chance to meet other
students who also want to make a positive
impact in the community,” Adams said.

The three-day seminar brings together
almost 130 high school sophomores from
all over the state. Adams said participants in
the seminar gain a better concept of what
volunteering is.

“I also think they gain the dedication to
do well,” he said.

Adams said he's seen students’ lives
change for the better after participating in
the HOBY seminars. He said they are able to
finally make their own decisions about what's
going on in the world.

“I would say kids are invigorated with

the opportunity to take advantage of their
life situation. There's kind of this energy that
flows throughout it,” Adams said.

Zhang, who has had an interest in
business since the eighth grade, said he was
surprised he was selected.

He said he thinks he will get a lot out of
the seminar, and it will look good on college
applications. He is a member of both the
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
and the Key Club.

In addition, he also helps out with his
parents’ restaurant.

“I get to help people,” Zhang said. "1 get
to do my part.”

Zhang said being a leader appeals to him
because he likes to see the people he helps
succeed.

“I like it when others depend on me,” he
said.

Zhang said he also likes the financial
aspect of business, and hopes to do well with
whatever business he ventures into. When
working with FBLA, he does a lot of work
with mathematics, law, general business and
accounting.

“Ilike leading,” Zhang said. “1like having
followers.”

Besides his volunteer work, Zhang also
keeps a rigorous schedule at school, making
sure he tries his best at everything he does.

French will be attending the Nebraska
Youth Leadership seminar, which lasts for a
week over the summer in rural Nebraska.

He said he didn't know what he would
be doing exactly, but he was excited none the
less.

French said he had never been to a
leadership seminar before and hoped to learn

a lot from it. He said even if he didn't get a
lot out of it, the seminar would still give him
valuable experience.

“I hope to learn from the different
people.” French said.

He said being a leader in the community
would better prepare him for a career in
politics.  French said he enjoyed doing
leadership work because it gave him the
opportunity to help people meet their goals.

“When you work with people with
different beliefs and you meet a mutual goal
it's really satisfying,” French said.

He has done a lot of campaign work for
local and even national democratic candidates,
such as John Kerry, Nancy Thompson, John
Green and Gwen Howard. His work for them
includeshandingoutinformationalpamphlets,
making promotional phone calls and helping
out at the Douglas County Democratic
Office.Recently he helped organize Omaha
Global Day of action with Nebraskans for
Peace. It was an event in protest to the second
anniversary to the Iraq war.

"I was disappointed that more people
didn't show up, but the speakers were
great,” he said. "I am definitely making a
difference.”

He said he enjoys helping the election
process, and he would like to pursue a career
init.

French said he hopes to eventually
work with several local organizations such as
Nebraskans for Peace, and then go into local
and even national politics.

“I would like to be a lobbyist, or even a
congressperson,” he said.

PHOTO BY ANDREW ;Emmmmielsmn
Sophomore Mai Zhang is one of the nominees for the Hugh 0’Brian Youth Leadership seminar. Zhang said he is looking forward to

Molly Mulles: contributed to this story
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City Council
election gets

teens involved

BY CLAY LOMNETH

Members of Student Club
have been calling around Omaha to help raise

Democrat

awareness for the upcoming City Council vote.

Sponsor Donna Noll said the number of
calls a student makes depends on how many
people are home. The more people who are at
home, the less calls the student usually makes.

She said the students were calling people
to ask if they wanted signs to support different
candidates in their yards.

Noll said the students did not call for any
one certain candidate and changed who they
were calling for every
time.

Freshman Elizabeth
Rockwell  called for
candidate Tim Lonergan
her first day. She said it
was a good experience
for her.

“It was good to
campaign for what |
wanted,” Rockwell said.

Though she got
paid $7 per hour for calling, Rockwell said she
would have done it for free. Her favorite part
was hearing what other people have to say about
the candidates.

“It’s just fun to hear what other people
think besides me,” she said.

Rockwell said she thought it was good

for students to get involved in politics because
they needed to be ready for when they were old
enough to vote.

“We can make a tremendous difference in
the world,” she said.
Anne had
experience with campaigning and calling before,
when she had called for Nancy Thompson in late
October, and held signs for different candidates
on Dodge Street.

Newman said there was a difference in the
people she called for each campaign.

She said when calling for Thompson,
people were less accepting. She said the people
now were very nice and open.

Newman said she would continue calling
people, though she would probably not help
with any campaigning for the City Council race,
other than calling.

She said it was important for students to
get involved in politics because they need to be
educated prior to turning 18.

“They should learn their politics before
they vote,” she said. Newman said she just got
interested in politics this year.

Her motivation was the feeling she would
get if her candidate wins. Rockwell said she got
involved in politics in the middle of eighth grade.
She said the war started her interest, and she
realized how powerful leaders were and wanted
to know more about what they could do.

“When I was little, I didn't think we'd get in
a war in my lifetime,” she said.

Freshman Newman has
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Students take
opportunity to
see president

BY CLAY LOMNETH

Senior Michael Smith had the chance to shake hands
with the most powerful man in the country.

President George W. Bush was not his choice for
president, but he chose to support him when he was
reelected. :

“I'm a Democrat at heart, I would have never voted
for President Bush,” Smith said. “Once the majority of the
people choose a leader, we have to stand behind him.”

Smith said Social Security affects high school
students because it's taken out of their paychecks, and
some students’ guardians rely on the Social Security check
coming every month.

He said he did not agree with how Bush was trying
to fix Social Security, but agreed it was a problem. He
said it was a good thing Bush was at least recognizing the
Social Security money could be gone by 2018.

Assistant principal Paul Semrad has never seen a
president in person before, and when he received his
tickets the day before Bush was to appear at the Qwest
Center, he wondered whom to take.

Semrad chose senior Alison Hess to join him. He
said he knew her for four years because she was an office
aide, in softball and he knew her parents.

Hess said although she didn't agree with what Bush
had to say, she thought it was a good experience and she
did enjoy it.

Hess said nobody in her family had ever seen a
president before.

Semrad said it was a great learning experience for
Hess. He said he enjoyed seeing the president, and it
seemed like a very relaxed atmosphere. He said he liked
how the president did not speak at a podium, but instead
walked around the stage.

Semrad said he doesn’t rememberany other president
addressing Social Security.

He said he didn't necessarily agree with what Bush’s
plan for Social Security was, but thought it was a good
idea the issue was brought up.

Semrad said he thought whether or not Bush’s plan
is used, Congress and the; rest.af.America will parfosget
Social Security. -

“To me it was enough to recognize Social Security
will be in trouble if it stays the way it is,” he said. “Taking
a look at it probably isn't a bad thing.”

Semrad said it was unfair that someone could keep
putting money into their Social Security account, and
then their family would not get any of that money if they
died.

Hess said she liked Bush’s speaking skills, but she
didn't agree with Bush’s ideas for Social Security.

She said it was important to high school students.

“I think it (Social Security) is definitely a problem
that needs to be fixed, but the way he’s doing it is not
going to (fix it),” she said.

Smith said he saw a lot of protestors from Central,
and they did not do much.

Semrad said the protesters had little effect on Bush.

“Wherever a president goes, there's bound to be
protestors,” Semrad said.
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The president visited Omaha to acknowledge the effect Social Security will. have ony
not done, the system will be broke by 2042. From protesters to politicians to stud

President George W. Bush (left) describes the problem with Social Security showing how the govenment will pay younger generations less after retirement if somethin
is not done to change the system. Congressman Tom Osborne (top left), Congressman Lee Terry and Sen. Chuck Hagel attended the event.

ocial Security may leave teens broke

BY MOLLY MULLEN
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put into effect.
Professor of Social Sciences at Meir

“By 2042, it will be flat bust,” President
George W. Bush said.

That means if something isn't done
by 2018, young people will not get Social
Security when they turn 60, even though
many students have that money taken from
their monthly paychecks.

Bush visited Omaha to speak about the
effect Social Security will have on the young
people in the country. .

He said in 2042, the government would
only be able to pay 70 percent of what it
should pay and what people need.

“That's like saying if your income only
pays 70 percent,” he said, “people will say
they’re bankrupt,” he said.

He said he could have put this off for four
years and let another president worry about
it, but it would cause problems for younger
generations if something was not done soon.

Bush proposed privatizing Social
Security so it would go into accounts for each
individual. He said if they took money and
invested it, the money would grow to be a lot
more than what people are receiving now.

“If you invest in stocks and bonds, you
get four percent,” he said. “Your own money
will grow faster and there will be more money
when you retire.”

market was it always paid off.

Advanced Placement American
Government teacher Charles Hinkle said
in a few years, the current system will be in
trouble.

“Both political parties have said the
system is in a crisis,” he said. “The Democrats
said it before Bush took office.”

Hinkle said former president Clinton

your legacy to your family,” he said.

He said one reason why Social Security
was in so much trouble was because when it
was created there were around six workers
for every elderly person using Social Security.

“People are living longer and baby
boomers are starting to retire,” Bush said:

He also said with addition benefits to
Social Security there is more money that goes

also had'2'commission to look-arthedsiiad >A=0t P pacl individad? fhi B Bised to be.

“You can'talk all day, but tthléss you vike
action it doesn't get fixed,” he said. “I applaud
Bush for taking this on.”

He said much of the young population
seemed to be for privatizing Social Security
so they could have their own account. He
said a politically safe move for Bush was to
stress the fact that people 55 and older would
continue to receive benefits from the system
as it stands.

“It is the people 3Q to 55 where the
debate is happening,” he said.

Hinkle said it was the only proposal that
did not involve raising taxes or raising the age
at which people could receive it.

Bush stressed if students privatized
Social Security accounts, it wouldn’t be in a
government account like it has been for the
past 50 years.

v

expectancy was 60,” he said. “Now it is 77.”

Bush said people in their 40s had nothing
to worry about because Social Security would
stay the same for them when they turned 60.

He said he was worried about the
younger generations. He said his new plan still
needed work and if there were other plans to
secure Social Security, he would listen.

When interrupted by a protestor in the
crowd, Bush said he liked living in a country
in support of free speech.

“I am willing to work with anybody.
Republican, Democrat or Independent,” he
said.

He said if nothing is done about Social
Security, payroll taxes would go up 50
percent.

His plan would cost around $3 trillion to

{%When' it I‘started the average ' life’

Community College Rose Davis said i
supported privatization of Social Securit:
She said she had to help her sister because
of her mother’s health problems.
“If my mother’s Social Security wu
available to my sister, it would alleviate mun
of the problems we face,” Davis said.
Bush said with his new plan when i
person ditd the monéy from'their privatizod
account could go to their family.
He said young people have to sun
getting involved and asking questions aboul
Social Security because it is going to chan
“I don't remember asking question: xj§
that age,” Bush said. “We had no doubt in ur g
mind Social Security would protect us.’
Sophomore  Sopnil Bhattarai .
although he thought Social Security neeed
help, he didn't think privatizing it was a good
option. He said all the extra benefits inclu.icd |
in Social Security would make it difficul
the government to pay off, especially after the [
baby boomer generation retired.
“Some of this generation already gcu
Social Security taken out of its paycheck
Bhattarai said. “It’s like the government u
saying “you can pay for us now, but later vou
won’t get anything.””

Protesters voice concern about president’s proposal, visit to Qwest Centerff

BY ZACH PLUHACEK

Recently, President George W. Bush has been endorsing
a plan to privatize Social Security, which would eliminate
government control of the program and instead promote
investment in private companies.

Reactions to the president’s views are varied, but one
student has particular interest in the outcome.

Junior Allison Hartnett's father fell off the roof of a
three-story building in 1973. The 65-foot drop resulted in a
traumatic brain injury and severe memory loss.

After the fall, Ron Hartnett said many doctors told him
he would be paralyzed for the rest of his life. He couldn’t
remember how to read or write and was unable to recall the
names of his own children.

Allison’s father still has memory problems and trouble
multitasking, and often has difficulty using the right side of
his body.

Ron has been applying for Social Security since July
2004, after losing his last job as an electrician. He has not once
received a check from the government for his disability.

Because of Bush’s proposed change, they are concerned
the money they are trying to get may not be available in the
near future.

Kathy Ferrira, a representative from the Social Security
Administration, said Hartnett’s father may have been denied
due to improper documentation or because of the possibility
that his disability was not one covered by the program at all.

In regards to Bush’s plan for Social Security, Ferrira was
indecisive. ,

“As far as we see it, it’s still a proposal,” she said.

Allison said as her family feels closer and closer to success
in receiving disability benefits, the thought of Bush getting rid
of the government program gets more frightening.

“I just want it to be over so bad,” Allison said.

Ron opposed the idea of privatizing Social Security,
saying the other option, investment in the stock market, is
not as secure.

He has two master's degrees: one in language,
literature and communication, and the other in secondary
administration. Ron also has a bachelor’s degree in English
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2Ey

Junior Allison Hartnett stands outside the Qwest Center as President George W. Bush speaks to supporters about
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Social Security. Hartnett's father was injured and Is considered disabled, but has been denied Social Security.

and journalism. He earned all of these degrees after the
incident.

Despite his educational success, Ron has been fired from
numerous jobs, including one as a teacher for Omaha Public
Schools.

Deemed unable to work in a field that put his degrees
to use, Allison’s father decided to try manual labor. An
ironworker before the accident, he attempted jobs as an
electrician and a carpenter, but was disappointed that he had
to do that type of work after studying in college for so many
years.

“It was the only thing I could do,” Ron said.

He lost both jobs.

Finally, he decided to apply for Social Security. The
first application was declined, but Hartnett’s father said he
remained confident.

“They always deny everybody the first time,” he said.

Allison said she was confused by her father's denial,
but not surprised. She said it was depressing to not have a
positive result after such a long process.

“I felt like 'if my dad can’t get Social Security, than who
can?” she said.

Allison and her dad recently attended a protest against
Bush, held on the day of the president’s visit to Omaha.

She said she heard about the demonstration through her
dad, who encouraged her to attend.

Allison’s brothers, Dylan and Brendan, also participated
in the protest.

“T'want them to vote and be aware of what's going on in
the world,” Ron said.

At the rally, a number of demonstrators, with estimates
ranging from 300-600, gathered at Tenth and Capital Streets
near the Qwest Center where Bush was to make his speech.

The protestors arrived bearing signs, chanting anti-Bush

slogans and making speeches denouncing the president‘f
po‘.icics. The crowd stood there for hours, eventua
migrating to the front doors of the center.

Several verbal fights broke out when the protestors an
Bush supporters met outside. In many cases Secret Servi
agents were needed to break up the disturbances.

“It was really crazy,” Allison said.

She compared the scene of the protest to a movie, noting
the presence of not only Omaha police, but also federal agents
helicopters and lookouts stationed atop certain buildings f
downtown Omaha.

Despite the early time on a school day, the crowd wij
largely composed of teens. Many Central and Creighton Prcf B
students gathered in the front to yell at passersby. '

 Peg Gallagher, a 1936 alumna, said she was delighteé
to see SO many young people taking the interest and time ¢
express their concerns. _

She said when she was a teenager, she was expected © .
go with what the government did, whether it was right o' |
wrong. ,

Gallagher had a change of heart during the Vietnam
War, when her oldest son was fighting. Her youngest s
was speaking out against the war and convinced Gallaght'
to do the same.

“I love my country the way I love my family, and if m' B
family is doing something inappropriate, I object,” she s
“We demonstrators are the real patriots.”

Some people felt that the protesters’ reaction to the |
president’s visit came across as impolite.

Senior Ehrich Weis, a member of the Teenax |
Republicans, said he believed everyone was entitled to the!’
own opinion, but wasn't a strong supporter of the protest. |

“It was a little bit disrespectful,” he said. -

David Bywater, Republican field representative and th¢ |
campaign manager for Omaha City Councilman Frankln B
Thompson, was one of the estimated 10,000 people wh' |
attended the president’s visit.

Bywater said the protesters had the right to do what the!
did, but he did feel their actions were somewhat rude.

He added that he received a call from the demonstrators
asking him to participate in the protest.
















































































































