istrict 66
lebrates
King day
tferently

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

me schools in Omaha and its sur-
¢ areas do not celebrate Martin
tung |r. Day the same way Omaha
schools (OPS) does.

act, the students in District 66
Ay 0 to school, unlike students of
Sl o had the day off. They went
s and had homework for the

t wever, during the day classes
routine.
ng wrector of Communications for
on Peggy Rupprecht said the
g « schools have been open on this
i < long as she can remember.
¢ schools have activities and we
4 ple come in to sing and speak,”

High School junior
e t'v Ingraham said she once attend-
ol at OPS, but is adjusting to
[ Ob S .\l.'lllp.
e had normal classes and we still
ith <uenments to do, but when we
story class, our teacher kind of
the subject on the Civil Rights

O iside

d nt.” Ingraham said.
ca tral freshman Maria Harris had
I views on whether school should
swession anywhere. Though OPS
1 session, she said she thinks the
B . should be offered some kind of
g vs like in District 66.
It 1s my first year at Central and I
vd that there are not any assem-
O peakers for the students,” Harris
1ni
niral freshman Israel Pommells
ug | Rights &d Martin Luther King
1 be talked about all the time; not
W 1 that one specific day.
it What he (Martin Luther King
| n history is amazing this and
1y Id not have just one day to be
hi wered,” Pommells said.
rector of Public Information for
C0f anne Nelson said OPS does not
; hool on the holiday, and it has
t 1 way for years.
s a holiday and we feel it is
2 . to honor an individual who
¢ involved with the Civil Righrs
nent,” Nelson said. "It has been the
2 1 since 1986 and 1 don't think it is
s t change any time soon.”
it it of the 26 districts in and sur-
‘ 2 Omaha, only five don't report
; wl on the holiday. Fifteen dis-
& have students and faculty report
p ol She said with Westside
one of the only high schools
I tha that reports to school,
¥ iministration has gotten
eriet
if Sometimes parents call

wonder why they have
I when other schools do
Rupprecht said. “We simply
¢m the students attend this day
¢arn about what happened in this

€

When she tells parents the circum-
5. she said they usually understand
ce with the idea. However, she
¢ are some students who do not
with having school and some do
gree with the day's festivities.
Every once in a while, a student
ne that it is not fair to have school
s day and they often think they are
ly schools in session that day, and it
npletely incorrect,” Rupprecht said.
larris said she does not think school
d be in session at all on the holiday.
Martin Luther King Jr. was a very
rtant man and I think schools should
it down on his day and people
Id pay a little more respect to him,”
aid.
Harris said Central
: cultural activities.
Ingraham said that now she has had
years at Westside, having classes on
oliday was not as big of a change as
s when she first started.
It is all kind of normal now and

should offer

ng up in the morning and going to
|l is not as hard as it used to be,”
tham said.

/

See Tae kwon do, PAGE 5
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New softball coach takes over.
See Wilson, PAGE 12

KNOWLEDGE?

CHS students can’t discuss topics like homosexuality in their human growth
and development classes because of what some say is an outdated curriculum.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Human sexuality needs to be spoken frankly
about to young people so they know how to
protect themselves and are fully educated,
executive director of the Nebraska AIDS Project
Tim Sullivan said. . '

As of now there are three topics banned

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN KENDALL/REGISTER
Some people think the human growth and development (HGD) curriculum in OPS should be updated since its 1985 implementation. They feel it
“wraps” students up in an effort to protect them from this “touchy” information. It doesn’t let students ask questions, or allow any type of dialogue
concerning homosexuality, abortion and masturbation. They feel students are shunned away by the school, forcing them to have to look outside of the
building for information. District officials say the current subject matter of the classes reflects what parents and society want.

topics will be discussed in class.

Some parents, OPS officials and concerned
people of the community decided these topics
would not be discussed in 1985.

She said the curriculum censors the sub-
jects because a board of community and officials
decided they don’t want to offend the students or
personal beliefs.

from the Omaha Public Schools’ (OPS)
curriculunl: masturbation, abortion and
homosexuality.

“Our wish'is for teachers, par-
ents and anyone else to talk
freely about issues that can
relate to the transmis-
sion of HIV,” Sullivan
said. “We would
fully support
these three topics
to be reexamined for
schools to cover.”

Supervisor of family
consumer science, human
growth and development
with OPS Karen Spencer-May
said she doesn’t know when these

“Homosexuality is better left in smaller
groups for discussion because it could hurt oth-
ers’ feelings,” Spencer-May said.

Senior Johanna Murphy said she thinks the
program isn't outdated, and even more areas
should be eliminated from the curriculum. She
said the curriculum should only teach abstinence.

A pro-abstinence curriculum means the
school “pushes” not having sex and may not
define any form of contraception.

“Not talking abourt all aspects of sexuality
is like trying to think all teens are not sexually
active,” Sullivan said. “Teens just need to get the
facts of life.”

He said the AIDS Project want teens to learn
accurate information about AIDS because it has
so much more information.

In the state of Nebraska, each school dis-

trict in the surrounding area such as District 66,
parochial schools, Millard (MPS), Bellevue (BPS),
Lincoln (LPS) and Omaha Public Schools set a
different standard with its sexual education pro-
gram.

Physical education and health occupation spe-
cialist Julane Hill with the Nebraska Department
of Education said the individual school districts
have the control of what topics are in the cur-
riculum or not.

“There are 500 plus school districts in the
state of Nebraska,” Hill said. “They all vary. They
may or may not be able to discuss homosexuality,
masturbation and abortion.”

The Department of Education in Nebraska
doesn’t take a stance on which topics shouldn't be
mentioned, Hill said.

Freshman Briana Buftkins, who once went
to school in Texas, said her previous school’s cur-
riculum allowed discussion concerning abortion
and related topics.

She said she thinks each topic should be
allowed in OPS because students need to know
or be able to at least discuss the different choices

continued to WGD on Page 4

‘basketball hoops and other equipment used in gym class.

BY KATIE BACKMAN
. Connor said.
As senior Tina Craig walked into the new cafeteria, her first
reaction was it looked so different than it used to. The new lunch-
room used to be the old gym.
“It's not Central,” Craig said. “I think it’s too new compared
to the rest of the building.”
She said the outside bricks didn’t match the original building
and the addition would always look unfinished.
Principal Jerry Bexten said the cafeteria missed its opening
date by a month.
The entire old gym was gutted, taking out the bleachers,

staff manager Jodi Smith said.

staff needs to hire two more cashiers.
minutes before the bell rings sixth hour.

Sophomore Shapree Harris said she thinks the room is spa-
cious and not too congested with the chairs and tables. She said
the three lunch lines help people get their lunches faster.

The old gym will never be seen again, junior Sheila Connor
said.

She said she kind of misses how it looked and doesn'’t really
like what the room has become. Compared to the cafeterias that
were upstairs, the area is a little tighter around the tables, she
said.
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‘Big Fish’
Burton stuns the audience again
with his recent release.
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“The three lines actually move slower, compared to upstairs.”

Even though she has complaints, she said she continues to
eat there because it is closer to her class after lunch.
The lunch lines to pick up the food do move faster, kitchen

She said it is because there are three lunch lines and includ-
ing the courtyard, totaling five lines per period. She said she is
impressed with how fast the lines move and that now the lunch

Art teacher Jane Taucreti patrols the cafeteria the last 15

She said the lunch lines are entirely emptied by the time she
starts her duty. She said she thinks the lunch lines do work.

The room didn’t impress sophomore Brandon Nazeck
because he said it’s “only tables and chairs.”

He said the main problem with the cafeteria is the lunch lines
because they don't go fast enough for him.

He also doesn’t like the congestion by the exits, either. When
it'’s time to leave after the lunch period is over, he said it's hard

continued to NEW LUNGH on Page 3

No More Pop at Central?

Students should be able to decide
their drink choices at school.

PAGE 7

Fire watchers
help protect
school during
construction

BY CLAY LOMNETH

Renovations are not only closing
off certain areas of the school, they are
also causing some of the false alarms
that have been happening lately.

When a fire alarm sounds, it is not
always clear if there is a real fire or not.
A new, better fire-alarm system had to
be installed.

The law requires some form of fire
detection when a building is changing
fire-alarm systems, so the fire watchers
were hired by Omaha Public Schools.

Many student know these people as
the security guards in brown suits. They
are not here to be security guards.

Gary Sherrard was one of the
fire watchers hired. He said his job is
to detect fires around the school and
report them.

“Our function is to look, listen
and sniff; to pay attention around the
school,” he said.

He is trained to fight Class A and B
fires. These fires are the ones that could
be found at a school because it is made
of wood or paper.

Not all fire watchers are trained
to put out the fires. It is not their main
purpose.

“Our priority is not to fight the
fire, but to detect it,” he said.

Different fire watchers are in the
building 24 hours a day and seven days
a week, whether students and staff are
there or not.

The fire watchers especially cover
the older areas like the basement.
Areas under currently and completed
construction areas, such as the East
Cafeteria, do not need to be moni-
tored because of the new system was
installed.

Sherrard said not all fires need an
evacuation. If there was a small fire in
a controlled area, he would first call his
superiors and then try to put out the
fire with an extinguisher. If the fire was
bigger, however, he is instructed to pull
the alarm and call the fire department
immediately.

“The prime function that we have
here is the safety of everyone in the
building,” Sherrard said.

Students aren't affected much by
the fire watchers. Most have not noticed
there are people walking around the
building looking for fires.

Some students who have seen the
fire watchers generally think they aren’t
needed.

“All he does is walk around;
it's a waste of a job,” junior Kelcey
Lueninghoener said.

Sophomore Dena Rennard has a
bit of a different opinion. She said the
problem is with the false fire alarms and
not with the fire watchers.

“It's really pathetic we have to
resort to having people look for fires
because of the false alarms,” Rennard
said.

Field manager of the fire watch
team Larry Jensen said he hoped the
students wouldn't take notice of the
fire watchers because he didn’t want to
interfere with the students’ daily lives.

He said he just wants to make the
school safe.

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER

Austin Stoots with Cornerstone Services Group wraps installation
around the hot and cold water pipes in the new cafeteria’s sink.
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‘Math Club
gets ready

'for contest

BY MARIAH BIANCHINI

Math Club will be holding a contest
for 15 metro area middle schools on Feb.
' 4. The contest will be at Central from 3
; p-m. to 6:30 p.m.
Senior Philip Witchger said it
" would be run entirely by the students.
" Five different types of competitions will
~ be held. Members of Math Club write,
judge and grade the
tests.

“"We want to
foster fun math
at the junior high
level,” Witchger
said.

Sponsor
Amanda Beery said
on Jan. 23 the Math
Club  participated
in the Great
Plains Regional
Tournament at
Brownell Talbot. Although the team
didn't rank, Witchger said members did
well.

“We did OK.” Beery said.

A typical math contest consists of
three parts. A math bowl, individual
tests and leap frog. Leapfrog is where
the team pairs off and then takes half
the test.

Mu Alpha Thera is a new addition
to the Central math department. Itisa
national math honor society.

This year the department went to
the trigonometry and calculus level to
select members.

Students must have a 3.0 math
GPA and at least four semesters of
math. They must also have a teacher’s
recommendation.

In the future, Beery said officers
will select members.

Mu Alpha Theta had a chapter
at Central 20 years ago, and this
year Central joined and inducted 54
members,

On Jan. 23, the members went
bowling, and so far most of the events
have been social. Beery said she hopes to
introduce community service into the
options of activities for the members
to do.

Publication
gives outlet
to students

BY MOLLY MULLEN

Witchger

“Dimension,” a creative writing
magazine, has been a tradition since
the 1920s.

Creative writing teacher David
Martin said he has been told it is the
oldest high school creative writing
magazine in the country.

Last year over 400 entries were
submitted and about 175 submissions
were chosen.

Students in his creative writing
classes edit and vote on which entries
will be set to pages.

“After all of the entries are cho-
sen, [ have my students work in three
groups, editing, layout and typing,”
he said.

Martin said he uses the honor
system and trusts the work is actually
done by the students, but there have
been incidents of plagiarism.

It's a much more elaborate version
of "Duct Tape.” “Duct Tape” is a four
to eight page magazine written by the
creative writing classes,

“Dimension” is much larger, has
artwork and allows all students to sub-
mit.

He has a continuing relationship
with the art teachers to give him the
best works that their students make.
Photography is also encouraged in
“Dimension.”

“We try to keep it positive and
optimistic, but we do discuss contro-
versial issues as long as they are in good
taste,” he said.

Martin said he likes the fact that
both “Duct Tape” and “Dimension”
give students a creative outlet and gives
them chances to try new things.
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In a Marketing 1-2 class, a new business intern Randy Rouse observes one of the classes he hopes to teach. He interns at school for half a the club in the production of e

day and three school days a week.

| |
: The outcome of the talem
is to have at least 16 1o 20 acis ¢

OMAHA CENTRAL HIG
AT T CPE i — ..________‘______“\

CIUb hOnQI
black hist)

BY JOANNA LEFLORE

The African-Americap
Club has a lot planned for BJy,
Month. Such plans include Ih.
African-American History (y,
(AAHC), sponsored by so
teacher Rod Mullen and g,
the 100 Black Men,

The club meets every
Wednesday and it is not re
those interested in joining th,
be black. It is open to all races

The AAHC consists of
who attend any of the Omg},,
high schools.

Any student is eligibj .
considered for the team. ()}
who are in the club can vy,
members of the team.

This competition has a gy, &
format and allows students 1o (..
for savings bonds, scholarshyp; ,
as a chance to win an all-expey,
trip to compete nationally,

Trips of the past have inc|y
Vegas, Nev., Orlando, Fla. and pi, g
Ariz.

The fourth annual AAHC 4
held this year at Benson High i3
during February and is open | i
public for a donation of $10

The club members will
encouraged to support the;
teammates in the challenge ap
better understanding of black by

Mullen said they will py
talent show for any students i
in showing skills of all types
PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER Club leaders, juniors C
Marisett and Dara Newson, w

show, slated for Feb. 26,
The talent show will be open

young people.

minimum of six minutes long
must attend Central to tryout

BY KATIE BACKMAN As of right now he has two degrees on his wall  is a good one to have in the business department, are anticipated to be on Feb. |
and is anticipating his third one, a teaching degree.  he said. The club members will be;
The goals are set: become a business teacher He had a few different jobs in retail credit “T want students to think there are no excuses out flyers for those Smd‘-f_ ts and
and coach varsity football. Business intern and  management, production, working on computer and they just need to do it,” he said. “A big problem ﬂi_ﬂfS t_hatt.he shop recewesir_. nie
alumnus Randy Rouse said he thinks he will reach  motherboards and working on government com-  with them is they think sitting around will get them will give the club mt.:mbcrs 31
these goals because he will remain dedicated. puter programs. somewhere, when it won't.” This money wﬂ! also be us
For the students, he said he wants to get them Gaylor said he thinks his work experience Fall semester of 2004 school year is when he towards any club projects.
on the right track with their own goals of being  and degrees are very impressive. If he were able to  hopes he can begin student teaching at Central.
successful in high school. teach here, he would definitely add to the staff. He said there is a possibility there will not be ( :
“Just from my own youth, life can get kind All of his experience relates to marketing and  any open positions so he would apply to a different IUb kee
of grim at times,” Rouse said. “Some students get  his goals he has will help the business students. school.
discouraged and 1 just want to let them know to When he completes his internship, Rouse said Gaylor said he hopes to see the business
set goals. Then they will look beyond the circum-  he hopes to have his own style developed so he can  department expand with the number of students fun fond |
stances and meet them.” be prepared for student teaching. so Rouse could be officially hired.
He said observing other teachers during their He said teaching was a goal of his for many Central holds a place in his heart because he ’
classes helps him because he waichegs how they . years and e likes the, fagg he is meeting a desire. m\grqld“at@ﬁfrom herein 10874 1010 gidey Bk a4 A - :
interacs- with students. He said he wants to pick Business intrigued: him because-he. said he-.t .., . "if it’s:ppossible I want to. reach bummsw i E %’:‘;‘:’we 4
up different techniques the teachers use so he can  would always on the move and talk to people. wrestlmg and basketball,” Rouse said.
inform students effectively. Goals are important to him, He played high school football and after grad- BY KATIE BACKMAN
Marketing teacher Harry Gaylor said Rouse He said he tries to let students understand the  uation he played with the Omaha Beef. —_—
is working with all three of the marketing teach-  amount of satisfaction they will have when they * He said he remgmbers head varsity football Brench Club will have its
ers and getting familiar with how the curriculum  reach the mark. coach Joe McMenamin when he was an assistant Al “Bilfi and: Fordue” event at i
works. He said he wants to tell the students they coach. He said he hopes to be an assistant coach Abbie Handlos’ hiouse an-Eeb .
“I think he has a fantastic, upbeat attitude and  should struggle to beat what their parents accom-  next school year, but the positions won't be decided Club-pretident and semnor
he works well with the students,” Gaylor said. plished and always try to be better. This attitude  until later this year. McGuire sEid shie At 5% s

long the tradition has been ¢

UPCOMING EVENTS

7 (SAT.) ACT EXAM

Students should arrive between 8 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. They should bring calculators and pencils.

7 (SAT.) ALL-CITY CONCERT

All-City is a selective OPS-wide concert that displays the vocal and instrumental arts.

16 (MON.) PRESIDENTS’ DAY

Students and teachers do not have to report to school.

17 (TUES.) TEACHER DAY

Teachers have to report to school, but students do not. Teacher meetings are planned for the day.

19-21 (THURS.-SAT.) STATE WRESTLING

State wrestling will be held at UNL in the Bob Devaney Center. Competition should be tough.

26-28 (THURS.-SATL.) STATE SWIMMING

State swimming will be held at UNL in the Bob Devaney Sport Center. The best swimmers will compete to see who is best. A DOSIUMIER Sen

She said the movie for the night
“Chocolat.” I

McGuire said she chose the
“Chocolat” because it is based
The movie is about an Americ
who travels to France and ope:
olate shop. Usually the club
movies spoken in French, but n
time.

"Abbie and I just picked a1
we liked and both agreed on.” \:(€
said. “It works for the film and
because the movie is set in France

The club officers will
Handlos” house before the rest
club comes to prepare all the d
the fondue, McGuire said.

The rest of the club member
bring the food.

Senior Ally Gumbiner siv®
thinks the event will be fun this &8
but she didn't know if the date w:i
due to the snow days.

On Feb. 12 the club will als
together and make French valert®
for a retirement home.
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A CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

BY KATIE BACKMAN

estside will hold a lottery for student
pent next fall. Westside has 1,779
is currently enrolled. At Central there
b 148 students enrolled at the start of
AT

wistant  supervisor for curriculum
sruction for Westside Jim Findly said
Je student enrollment is not that far
m Central’s. He said the class sizes are
y the same.

jstrict 66 is having a lottery because the
district sets a capacity for each grade
or instance, the set numbers for the
grade level at Westside High School
set at 400 to 450 students.

urrently Westside has 502 freshmen,
ophomores, 440 juniors and 419

. Central, there are currently 740
e, 588 sophomores, 530 juniors and
wors enrolled at school.

he greatest difference between the
. schools is the freshman enrollment.
s a difference of 238 students between
.. While the senior class is very similar,
difference of 72 students.

he option enrollment plan is going to
ice because the districthasasetcapacity.
4t isn't due to overcrowded classes,
to prevent overcrowding. Each of the
levels has a set maximum amount of
ts. For example, kindergarten thmugh
rade has a maximum class size of 20

1s in class.

%

strict 66 will cap enrollment to hel

He said the classes are to be no higher
than 25 students. Middle and high school is
not as easy he said because the district has to
deal with limited amounts of space.

The entire middle school has a set
capacity by the district at 900 students,

Sophomore Stephanie Bauer said she
thinks Central should follow District 66’s
enrollment methods because she thinks too
many students attend and have the option to
attend.

Principal Jerry Bexten said he has some
say in the decision to cap the enrollment, He
said for the next school year, Central will not
have any changes with enrollment because its
enrollment is going down.

From the number of students enrolled
last year compared to this year, Central’s
enrollment has gone down by 50 students.
Next year he said the enrollment would
remain fairly close to this year’s number.

"A decision like this we have to make
earlier in the school year,” he said. “There
are eighth graders coming from across the
district to visit and register at this school.”

Bexten said he likes to keep class sizes no
larger than 32 students.

He said a class of 30 students can almost
be too many. Ideally 25 to 28 students is the
most manageable for the teacher.

Junior Kyle Kenkel said some of his
classes should be smaller to give the students
the opportunity to learn. He said he thinks
the larger class sizes actually affect his ability
to comprehend, which is one of the reasons
why District 66 caps. In his Spanish class

doors.

these problems.

two earlier.

have been close calls.

level.

to leave the cafeteria because of the crowd of students by the

Nazeck said the lunchroom doesn’t have any bells that
sound, which makes it even more annoying. There isn't even
a clock any where in the room, yet.

Bexten said all of these setbacks will quickly be resolved.
It is just something students will have to be patient with
because the cafeteria is a new room with new equipment.

The hallways are congested around the “C” and the
doors of the new cafeteria are a problem, Bexten said.

He and the administrators are looking for a way to solve

“We might have the East Side be the way in and the West
Side be the way out,” Bexten said.
Another solution is to let the students out a minute or

Two cafeterias combined into one large room does put it
more at risk for discipline problems, some people say.
Nazeck said he hasn't seen any fights, but he thinks there

He has seen students stand up or say verbal threats to
others, but no punching has occurred, yet.

He said he thinks there will be a fight soon with all the
different types of students in one room.

Taucret said she thinks the students” behavior is good,
considering the amount of students in one room.

She said the teachers and other security guards do a
successful job maintaining an acceptable student behavior

he needs extra help because it is a foreign
language, but the teacher cannot always offer
it.

“One of my classes the teacher spends
more time trying to discipline the students
than teaching them,” Kenkel said.

Staff assistant director of research with
Omaha Public Schools (OPS) Duke Burgess
said the official enrollment for the school
district this year was taken on Sept. 26.

For the entire OPS district, including
pre-kindergarten through grade 12 and the
alternative schools, the total was up to 46,035
students.

He said all the high schools and
alternative schools combined had 13,148
students alone.District 66 has 5,850 students.
However, the district is much smaller than
OPS.

Bauer said if Central put a cap on
student in its area, she wouldn't really care.
Even if it meant some of her friends who live
in Benson couldn’t attend Central, she would
look beyond it.

She said the hallways and classes are
too crowded. She has attended other schools
with the classes set up like District 66.

At Westside High School, the goal is
set for each grade level having 450 students,
totaling the school’s enrollment roughly at
1,900.

‘A lot of students want in the ninth
grade here,” Findly said. “I expect there to be
525 students in ninth.”

Earlier this month, Findly said there
was a total of 310 students applying to the
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p class sizes, official says

district, which was a little higher than usual.
Bur he said the district wants to keep class
sizes reasonable because it helps the students
learn faster and easier.

Each English teacher's schedule at the
high school level is set to have at most six
classes.

The most classes students usually
take are seven. The problem with limiting
enrollment is when a student is enrolled and
his sibling wants to attend, he’s supposed to
be able to.

The amount of classes a teacher has is
pretty similar to Westside, Bexten said. Findly
said the average amount of students is 125 to
150 students per teacher.

“I think Westside can be closer to OPS'
enrollment more than people think,” Findly
said.

The Nebraska Option Program allows
any student to attend any school in the district
if approved by his home school as long as it
has room, Burgess said.

Another option enrollment in the state
is called the Nebraska State Option, which
allows a student to attend any district if both
approve it.

District 66 is capping because the school
is noted for excellence. In situations like this,
the student can be denied the switch.

A larger class doesn't always obstruct
learning. Junior Mark Pommels said he can
pay attention and understands the material in
his larger classes.

He said it just depends how well the
teacher can handle the number of students.

udents disagree about effectiveness of new cafeteria

Il NEW LUNCH CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

from the other cafeteria.

He said the students usually stay on their respected sides

and get along.

He said thankfully there hasn’t been any fights so far this

Wuster said.

school.

year. He thinks the added restrooms help teachers maintain
students conduct.
“Fights occur if there are enough supervisors or not,”

Students fighting is the last thing on Smith's mind
because the renovations did make a big improvement to the

The cafeteria was replaced with three lunch lines, tables,
new chairs and bathrooms. Behind the scenes, the lunch staff

adjusts to new appliances, utensils and a dishwasher.

Smith said she has a difficult time adjusting to the larger
work area and the windows.
The first day the cafeteria prepared food, she said it was

a rough start adjusting to the new equipment.

“It’s like a bonus to me,” Smith said. “Because [ have been
here for 15 years and it is an upgrade from the old kitchen.”
The dishwasher is something she was excited about

because the staff used to have to wash the dishes by hand.

things away.

Having a dishwasher meant the department could switch
to washable serving supplies.

Craig said she thinks it is weird reusing the silverware
and trays, but is now getting used to not throwing these

“Reusing the trays doesn’t bother me,” Harris said.
On the first day Smith said 15 trays were thrown away
during all three lunch hours.

“I just don't think the students knew what they should

COLLEGE CORNER
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an Jeremy Kush (left) puts his tray on the counter
the lunch staff runs it through the dishwasher. This
irst year the schools has reusable trays.

Before the room was open, Bexten said he wasn’t worried
about the number of kids compared to supervisors because
he knew there would be enough.

Security guard Dale Wuster said he can tell which
students are from each of the cafeterias because they stay
separated instead of trying to get along with the students

do with the trays, but now there aren’t very many getting
thrown away,” she said.

The trays are reusable, but they are always clean despite
what some students think, she said.

The dishwasher, like others found in restaurants,
sterilizes the trays and silverware.

BY MARIAH BIANCHINI

4 illard Public Schools (MPS) introduced
lunch program to increase student

10 »ation in the lunch program for second

CT,

rector of communications for MPS

reedman said hiring new company,

K, IS an attempt to increase qualily

trition as well. She said MPS was not

5 fied with its previous provider, but
idy for a change.

7 hen the district officials decided to
. MPS had several companies submit
al, including its previous provider that

i n by the district.

lur goal was to make a good program

Freedman said.

pamark plans on integrating into

h schools in three phases, company

‘ntative Jim Stillwell said.

w first phase was completed when

ts arrived back to school after winter

Awnings and new signs had been put

n attempt to make the cafeterias look

stitutional,”

1e next phase is to open a pizzeria, deli

10t sandwich shop. By offering these

i

items that students love, they hope to spuran
interest in school lunch.

Omaha Public Schools (OPS) has no
intention of switching lunch programs.
Though many high school students complain
about being served the same portions they
were served in elementary school, OPS is
happy running its own program.

Director of nutrition with OPS Tammy
Yarmon said everything is run in-house
within the district. With such a large district
and a high percentage of students requiring
free and reduced lunches, Yarmon said the
way the district does it now is the most
economical way to do it.

The lunches at Millard will range
between $1.70 and $2.70.

The focus will be less on a la carte items,
but more so on “combo” meals. Instead of
having a set price for a slice of pizza, it will
include a salad, fruit and a drink.

Essentially there will be more food and
variety for the student’s money.

Options like a grab and go sandwich
will be offered which include pretzels, soup
or salad and fruit or drink. This increases the
student’s choices to five or six per meal.

Students were consulted in deciding

what options would be offered.

The student council was polled as to
what kinds of pizza would be served, as well
as on other decisions.

Freedman and Stillwell said they both
felt the student input would play a major roll
in whether the program is adjusted until a
good fit is made.

For instance, one high school had a high
interest in Mexican food, so a Mexican food
place is going to be established.

Senior Sarah Alston is not surprised that
Millard switched to a better program.

“It’s Millard and they obviously have
more money. It’s expected,” she said.

Aramark guarantees $500,000 profit a
year. This money will be put back into the
lunch program to buy equipment and to
make improvements.

Junior Callie Akin said she would like
better choices at Central.

“It would be nice to get more for what
you pay for,” she said.

Junior Andy Seevers said the lunch
areas need improvement. He said he thinks
the schools need to get “tasty” foods from
companies people know about like Subway.

Junior Sarah Stowell said she sees

illard schools change lunch program to get more kids to eat

another, much larger issue.

Bringing in more food could fuel a
growing problem with students. She said she
thinks students are too fat now, but bringing
in “better” food would make this problem
worse.

Without a large corporation, all of the
profit is poured back into the program. The
money is used for food equipment, other
expenses and increases in labor.

“While Millard focussed more on its a la
carte, we focus more on nutrition,” Yarmon
said. “We care about the kids.”

Although Stowell said Aramark will
offer options for free and reduced lunch,
there will have to be an up-charge on many
of the options. Not all of the options will be
part of the reimbursable meal.

OPS has a high concentration of students
requiring free and reduced lunch throughout
the district and with the lunch program now,
the needs of these students can be met.

Not everything about MPS’ lunches will
change.

Previously Millard offered a “works bar”
that has a daily theme. These include: salad,
nacho and breakfast. This will still be offered
because of its popularity.

Duke University

Location: Durham, North Carolina

Admisslon: 24% of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year public University.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 6,053

Freshman Admisslons: Majors available in African-
American Studies, Asian Studies & Women'’s Studies,
Anatomy, Biology, Neuroscience & Environmental
Science, Bioengineering, Electrical Engineering &
Mechanical Engineering, English & Literature, Ancient
Greek, French, German, Italian, Latin, Russian, Slavic
& Spanish, Philosophy, Religion, Chemistry, Geology,
Physics, Anthropology, Economics, History, Political
Science, Sociology, Art, History, Art Design, Music

& Theater, Computer & Information Sciences &
Mathematics.

Application Deadlines: N/A

Hanover College

Location: Hanover, Indiana

Admisslon: 76% of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year Presbyterian undergraduate enrollment.
Undergraduate Enroliment: 1,042

Freshman Admisslons: Majors available in Latin
American Studies, Biology, Business Administration,
Elementary Education & Physical Education, French,
German & Spanish, Philosophy, Chemistry, Geology,
Physics, Psychology & Anthropology, Economics,
History, Political Science & Sociology, Theology, Art
History, Music, Studio, Arts & Theater.

Application Deadlines: N /A

University of Arizona

Locatlon: Tucson, Arizona

Admission: 84% of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year University.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 7,065

Freshman Admisslons: Majors available in Economics,
Animal Science, Plant Sciences & Soil Sciences,
Architecture, East Asian Studies, Hispanic-American
Studies, Jewish Studies, Latin American Studies, Middle
Eastern Studies & Women's Studies, Biochemistry

& Biology, Journalism, Aerospace Engineering,
Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering & Computer
Engineering, French, German, Italian, Russian &
Spanish, Psychology, Dance, Music, Studio Arts &

Theater.

Application Deadlines: N/ A

University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Location: Little Rock, Arkansas

Admisslon: 96% of all applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year University.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 8,986

Freshman Admissions: Biology, Accounting, Business
Administration, Business Marketing & Economics,
Advertising & Journalism, Civil Engineering, French
& Spanish, Philosophy, Chemistry, Geology, Physics,
Criminal Justice Studies, Psychology, Art History, Music
& Theater, Landscape & Nursing.

Application Deadlines: N/ A

University of New Orleans

Location: New Orleans, Louisiana

Admission: 66% of all applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year University.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 13,189

Freshman Admisslons: Biology, Accounting, Business
Administration, Business Marketing, Economics,
Finance, Real Estate, Computer Science, Civil
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Marine
Engineering & Mechanical Engineering, English,
French & Spanish, Philosophy, Chemistry, Geology,
Geophysics, Physics & Anthropology, Geography,
History & Sociology, Art, Theater, Art History, Music,

Studio Arts.

Application Deadlines: Priority Date July 1.

Montclair State University

Location: Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Admission: N/A

Type: Four-year University.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 10,939

Freshman Admisslons: Women's Studies, Biochemistry,
Molecular Biology, Business Administration, Broadcast
Journalism, French, Italian, Latin & Spanish, Music,
Therapy, Philosophy, Religion, Chemistry, Geology

& Physics, Psychology, Anthropology, Economic,
Geography, Political Science & Sociology, Art, Dance,
Drama, Music Performance, Studio Arts, Allied Health
Services, Speech Communication & Justice Studies
Application Deadlines: N/ A
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Human growth and development teacher Jeanee Weiss assists sophomore Joel Torpy and his group in class while they discuss male-female relationships.
Heterosexual relationships are mentioned along with various class activities, but homosexuality is only defined.

OPS officials say current HGD classes work

B HGD CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
in life.

“At school everyone has the right not to take
the class,” Buftkins said. “Everyone has the right to
their own opinion.”

Principal Jerry Bexten said there is always the
option for the students to opt of the class. Another
option is for the parents to simply opt the their son
or daughter out of certain topics.

For the year and a half Bexten has been here,
he said he has never received a complaint about
the human growth and development program.
According to the scheduling program SASI: eight
students opted out first semester and 143 students
opted out second semester this school year.

At Marian High School there is not a human
growth and development class in the curriculum.
Assistant principal Kathleen Thompkins at Marian
said there i1s not an individual class discussing
human sexuality. She said the only way human sexu-
ality may be mentioned is in a science or religion
class, but not as an in-depth way.

Freshman Danielle Goodwin said expressing
opinions should happen in class. She said she thinks
it would be good for the students and the teacher to
be able to maintain class discuis§ions in all areas.

Goodwin said learning about these topics in
human growth and development classes could actu-
ally prevent the students from getting hurt or regret-
ting an action. Knowledge could help confusion and
worry on any sexual topic. She said if’ the parents of
the students don't want the child learning about any
of these topics, they should just opt out.

“Students should be informed,” Goodwin said.

In class the students are informed to an extent,
Bexten said. The curriculum defines what these top-
ics are, but doesn't go into any discussion or cover
it anymore. He said if the school board revisited the
decision of the teaching these three topics, the cur-
riculum would remain the same.

“The issues human growth and development
classes are for life,” Bexten said. “It's not just for
today. This is information students should know

about.”

Senior Delilia Haywood said human growth
and development should be designed to teach how
humans act. She said she thinks it would be worth-
less if the class didn't discuss human development
to its fullest.

“All humans do it,” she said. “Why not talk
about it at school to get the facts.”

When students start talking about abortion,
she said if the class begins arguing it would be a
good sign and the students should feel comfortable
to voice what they think. She said she has discussed
these topics in classes other than human growth and
development.

Curriculum facilitator at MPS Barb Waller said
the district’s human growth and development ¢lass-
es are very similar to OPS. She said a committee of
parents and clergy leaders reviewed the curriculum
and decided not to discuss masturbation, abortion
and homosexuality in class.

“These topics are risky behaviors and our soci-
ety can't come to an agreement on,” Waller said.
“The class time is very valuable and can’t be spent
debating faith and beliefs.”

Discussing homosexuality isn't done because
she said it could hurt 3 homosexual student’s feel-

“+ings if he was in the ¢lass. Similar with abortions,

she said it could be too close to home and hurt
someone in class.

Senior Alex Driggs said he thinks homosexual-
ity, masturbation and abortion should be a part of
the curriculum because it’s a part of life people have
to deal with.

“If the class discussion got out of hand and
codes were broken, the students in that class should
be punished,” Driggs said. “But if nothing breaks
the rules than it should be fine to hold a discussion
in class.”

Dominique M. Davis said she thinks every-
thing about human sexuality needs to be discussed
because it could help prevent diseases from spread-
ing.

“I think it is a big importance that they don't
have one side,” Davis said. “Sensitivity is the right

way to go and work with it.” ;

For the subject of abortion, Murphy doesn’t
think it could be discussed in class because she said
she thinks too many people pretend the fetus isn’t
a human. This topic shouldn’t be discussed in class
because some kids think the woman has the choice
to kill another baby.

“It’s just like the father doesn’t have the right
to kill his child inside his house,” she said. “The
mother doesn't have the right to kill of the life in
her womb.”

The only way Murphy said she thinks abor-
tions can be discussed in class is if the teacher pres-
ents all the facts. All the side effects on the woman
must be mentioned because she has heard it can put
her body in shock and cause illnesses.

Freshman LaKeisha Carter said she thinks it is
a good thing it is not in the curriculum because the
different religious beliefs the students have.

“God gave up on homosexuals,” Carter said.
“Different people believe different things.”

Family and consumer science teacher at
Westside High School Maryjo Losen said if a
student brings up a topic regarding homosexual-
ity, masturbation, abortion or any other topic, the
teacher could direct the student to more detailed
information’dr inform the students thermselves.

“Our goal is to not hurt anyone’s feelings and
for them to be safe and not ignorant,” Losen said.
“We can try to help depending on the question, but
we are professionals.”

Freshman Marquita Shavers said she thinks
it should be in class because some people need to
learn abour abortions and related topics.

Curriculum specialist for health and physi-
cal education with Lincoln Public Schools (LPS)
Marybell Avery said the district doesn’t prohibit any
topics.

She said it doesn’t ban any objectives and the
program goes beyond just being a pro-abstinence
curriculum,

“The teachers use their professional judgments
when students asks questions relating to any topic,”
Avery said.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Abortion is banned from the
human growth and development
curriculum, which means Planned
parenthood and Right to Life speakers
can’t inform the students in class.

Human growth and development
teacher Jeanee Weiss said these two
organizations can’t come to her class
because they would discuss abortion.
However, her department doesn’t have
a formal list of speakers who are accept-
ed. _

Junior Eve Mayberger said she
thinks information is always the best
way and these two organizations should
be able to speak at school. She said she
thinks the policies should be updated or
looked at again.

She said she thinks it would make
it easier for a girl to get the information
from Planned Parenthood than ask a
teacher.

“Abortion is one of our taboo top-
ics,” Weiss said. “We can't bring these
up in class because the way the com-
munity views it.”

Vice president of communications
at Planned Parenthood Beverly Nolte
said its representatives have gone to
schools, youth groups and other youth
activities to inform the teens on birth
control options.

Having a spokesperson from an
organization doesn’t appeal to junior
Caitlin Monaghan because she said she
thinks there are other options than the
ones Planned Parenthood would most
likely discuss.

“The schools shouldn’t endorse
Planned Parenthood,” Monaghan said.
“If someone came to talk at school, that
is what would happen.”

Planned Parenthood wants the stu-
dents to be informed and since some
school districts don't allow them, they
have information at the buildings in the

No condom distribution in schi
due to parental input, official o

BY KATIE BACKMAN

If condoms were available at
school, sophomore Jesus Luna said stu-
dents would be more likely to purchase
them there than go to a local gas sta-
tion.

He said he thinks there should be
a dispenser in the rest rooms for both
boys and girls to buy.

Principal Jerry Bexten said the
school does not allow any distribution
of condoms.. He said the building will
never have dispensers of condoms any-
where. Also in the human growth and
development, teachers are not allowed
to provide students with this form of
contraception.

Teenagers are having sex, fresh-
man Donald Hattix said so he thinks
the school would be smart if it promot-
ed the students to have safe sex. He said
he thinks the students need to protect
them selves and having condoms avail-
able in school would help them.

Family and consumer science
teacher Linda Milliken said the depart-
ment couldn’t give away any condoms
if a students asked. She said it doesn’t
have condoms the students would

OPS shuts doors on 3p

from local, national ageng
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the morning of senior Missy Martin’s
rthday, she had a tribal design tattooed on

¢ first thing I did when 1 woke up was
too,” Martin said. “I had wanted one

| was 12.7
\Ithough the large tribal heart design on
| per back was her first tattoo, it definitely
cr last. On Jan. 8, Martin got a picture
« tattooed on her inner side of her right

“he said she is very into body modifications
s on getting more tattoos, including

n both of her thighs, a tattoo on her
ik, a Smurf on her ankle and full-sleeve

Lirun said the places where she had the
ne were both “really clean,” and she
canliness is the number one thing she

r when choosing a studio. If a tattoo
doesn't use sterile equipment or keep
woing environment clean, it can result in

ns and diseases that can stick with you for

vst of vour life.

cifects except for short term itching.
are so lucky. The Food and Drug
istration (FDA) is looking into the more
nate cases (Jf tattoos g[_)ﬂ{_’ WT{}ﬂg.
cording to the FDA's Web site, the agency
e a closer look at the complications that
sult from tattoos and tattoo removal
ng infections from unsterile equipment,
lems with rattoo removal, allergic reactions
o pigments and abnormal scarring.

! BY KATIE BACKMAN

“ame changed to protect identity*

g a minor won't stop junior John Doe* from smoking flavored
He said the reason why he buys the cigars because the raste and

some of his friends buy him flavored cigars. Sometimes he smokes
ars normally while other times he replaces the tobacco with mari-
4 He said he has heard many of his friends doing this.
He said thinks flavored cigars could appeal to kids more because of
trawberry, honey and other candy-like flavors.
I think it should be up to the people who buy them,” Doe said.
‘o companies shouldn’t stop making them even if it could only

il to teenagers.”

He said he thinks there are some adults who probably smoke the

wed Cigars as well.

\lumnus Jay Welter who owns Cigar Man said his business doesn't
cater to teens because the cigars are hand made and cost $3 each.
cr does have flavored cigars and sells them. He said the main type
crson who buys from him are a high-class businessmen, who in fact

the flavored cigars on occasion.

Fven though his business doesn’t cater to many teenagers he has
ike the same precautions to insure minors don’t get a hold of the

S0 tan, Martin said she 'has had no issues.orii.../

F 4

students involved.

a black belt.

Kenkel said.

she couldn't refuse.

Dr. Joel Schlessinger, a dermatologist and
president of LovelySkin.com, said the pigments
are injected into the skin and are foreign material
to the body. This can cause a reaction or even
allergies. He said he has had patients who had
to get their tattoos removed due to an allergic
reaction to their pigments, especially cadmium,
a red pigment.

Greg Morrison, a physicians assistant said
there are metals that make up different pigments
such as iron in red pigments. These metals
can cause an allergic reaction to the skin much
like cobalt or nickel in low-quality jewelry can
cause itching and allergic reaction. Only tattoo
pigments with these elements are imbedded
underneath the skin.

This can cause chronic itching that can be
removed, although itis notalways guaranteed the
tattoo will be able to be removed completely.

Tattoos can be removed by a laser, which in
itself can be very painful, time consuming and
costly. Morrison, who has done over 3,000 laser
procedures, said treatment could take a year
and a half with one treatment a month and cost
$2,000 for a small tattoo and $5,000 to $6,000 for
a large tattoo.

' The..cest of removal can be almost 500
times whart the patient paid for the tattoo in the
first place, he said.

The laser procedure, which is a laser light
that shoots a controlled amount of energy to
break up the pigment particles, has many risks
involved along with the tattoo itself.

Morrison said patients who have very
active pigment cells (i.e. tans easily or with
darker, ethnic skin) can develop hyper or hypo
pigmentation.

tobacco products.

s PHOTO BY m BACKMAN/REGISTER
r Kyle Kenkel (rlght} blocks a side kick from black belt instructor Josh Carmean at practice in the courtyard. Kenkel
the highest level in tae kwon do compared to the other students involved in the club.

Hyper pigmentation is a reaction to the
laser where the skin is lightened or darkened for
a few months to a year and can be treated with
topical creams. :

Hyper pigmentation can potentially last
indefinitely.

Other risks can include scarring, bleeding,
crusting and secondary skin infection, which
is where bacteria gets into the treated area and
overgrows the skin.

Scars or keloids (a scar that does not stop
growing) are also risk factors.

The scarring factor can be somewhat
avoided. Morrison said he does a test spot
with every patient by shooting three different
intensities of laser energy at'the tattoo and sees
which one heals the best.

Morrison said patients require anesthesia
or numbing such as Xylocaine (related to
Novocaine) and can have an allergic reaction
from that. They can also react to LMX, an over-
the-counter numbing cream.

Even after several laser treatments, the
tattoo may not even be able to be removed
completely. Morrison said lighter pigments such
as white, light blue and pink are be much more
difficult to remove because the pigment reflects
the laser instead of absorbing it.

While the treatment is very tedious and can
be very costly, Morrison said patients are willing
to go through with the treatment because they
are desperate to remove their tattoos.

He said a lot of patients want the tattoo
removed for cosmetic reasons. Schlessinger
said without a doubt he thinks the number one
reason patients want to remove their tattoo is
because it is a boyfriend or girlfriend’s name that

Side kicks and lead hand punches are techniques junior
Kyle Kenkel can learn at Tae Kwon Do Club.

To defend himself in any threatening situation is the
main reason why Kenkel said he wanted to join the club.
This is his second year participating in tae kwon do, and he
has progressed to be the highest level among the other 15

“I am a green belt,” Kenkel said. “In this order it goes
from: green, blue, purple, red, brown to black.”

Since he earned a green belt, he said he thinks he has
the ability to protect himself, but he still hopes to progress
through the levels. He said he thinks it would be nice to be

The black belt goes up to six degrees, which is the high-
est level in tae kwon do. Each degree takes five years to earn,

“I haven't thought that far ahead yet,” he said. “I don't
know if [ want to be a sixth degree black belt.”

In two years Kenkel said he could have a black belt, but
not in a specific degree.

The club began when alumnus Ricardo Renderos said he
wanted to start it. When he thought about starting it, he said
he remembered Central ROTC instructor Master Sgt. Sharon
Cooper once practiced martial arts.

Cooper said she takes tae kwon do and enjoys practic-
ing it, but wouldn’t have thought of making it a club at
school. When Renderos asked her if she would sponsor it

From Cooper, the former extra curricular activity direc-
~ tor Patti Gatske gave the idea for the club the "OK.”

“Sgt. Cooper moved some rocks for me to get this
started,” Renderos said.

She said she likes the turnout of students because this
year there are about 15 students.
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reen belt tae kwon do student strives for self-defense

BY KATIE BACKMAN

“We only have three instructors,” she said. “The smaller

groups of students get more individual time with them.”

kwon do.

After Renderos graduated from school, he continued to
pursue the art and has earned his red belt. He said at school,
the instructors demonstrate more of an ancient style, but
in the future he wants to attempt the Olympic style of tae

He said it started second semester of his senior year. At

this time the club opened with roughly 12 students. Now. he

said the minimum is 15 students who attend the meetings
every Wednesday night.

Since Kenkel has participated in the club, he has tried
to get some of his friends to come to a meet. Some of them
have, while the others don't have time or the interest.

Senior certified instructor from Tae Kwon Do America,

kwon do.

Michael Storm said he is glad Renderos had the idea to start
the club because he enjoys seeing young people practice tae

He said the club gives the person a sense of confidence
because they can defend themselves.
“Since the club began, over the years it has been a grow-

ing experience,” Storm said.

to red.

After 19 years of teaching tae kwon do, Storm said he
can't get enough of it. He teaches many difterent students,
not just people who attend Central.

Cooper is one of his students too, he said. Cooper is a
blue belt and she said she hopes to test in March to advance

He said he loves teaching all of his students. He likes

showing a move then see his new students repeat it and

remember.
“I don’t think you will see any of these kids shot dead in
an alley,” Storm said.

An invite is happening with some of Storm’s students

is no longer in the picture.

Morrison said he also gets patients who
want their gang tattoos removed. He said the
dominate age between most of these patients
are in their early 20s who are getting out of their
youth and growing up.

Morrison removes these gang-related
tattoos for these patients free of charge. Thisis a
service Morrison provides for Omaha. Some of
these patients he gets from being contacted by
the Omaha Police Department and others from
the Chicano Awareness center. Others have been
in to support a friend and found out about his
services that way.

“They want to remove some of the stigma
to get a job,” Morrison said. “These people want
to turn their lives around.”

If society rejects them and they don't give
them a chance, they will go back to the gang
Morrison said.

He said this was his way of making a
change, but the risks and procedures are still
the same, no matter what the reason for tattoo
removal is.

Schlessinger said the only way to avoid the
risks of tattoo removal is to not get the tattoo in
the first place. His advice was to purt off getting a
tattoo until you know that you want it.

Besides the problem of dissatisfaction and
infection, lifelong diseases can be contracted
through tattoos. A recent study showed that one
third of Hepatitis C cases are caused by tattoos.

Local tattoo parlor Big Brain productions
takes many precautions to prevent the spread of
germs, disease and infections.

“First and foremost, everybody is certified
by the Red Cross and Disease Prevention,” said

minor.

“We have to take them (tobacco products) off the shelves and keep

it locked up,” Welter said. “I know every tobacco retailer is anti-under-
age purchases so we always ask for ID.”

He said he knows trying to keep cigars out of the hands of minors
has its flaws because older siblings or friends buy it for them.

Welter said he has heard of kids buying the flavored-wrap cigars to
throw away the tobacco and replace it with marijuana.

“I don’t know everything the kids do,” Welter said. 1 just hear
things about why they would like flavored cigars.”

Tobacco Hut manager Lori Lawson said the policy for this tobacco

her 1D checked.

She said if a clerk is caught selling tobacco products to a minor, he
will be ticketed and lose his job. If there are multiple accounts of clerks

location is anyone who looks 27 years old or younger must have his or

selling to minors, the specific store could be fined $5,000.

DaRae Moody said.

She said she thinks the flavored cigar manufacturers are trying to
appeal to young people, but that doesn't mean they all will.
Each person has a choice to buy them or not even if they are

“I like the customers to have an ID out and ready,” Lawson said. "l
don’t even like minors to be in the store, I ask them to wait outside.
Replacing the tobacco with marijuana is very common, junior

Nebraska program man- {.3“
ager Judy Martin said she

thinks if a teenager starts smok-
ing flavored cigars, he will then graduate to harder
and more harmful tobacco products,

they are directed towards kids,” Martin said.
“Much like Kool-Aid flavored drinks
are aimed to them because of the
flavors.”

couldn’t taste the difference in nor-
mal cigars to flavored ones.

Senior Alisa Kelsey said she thinks producing flavored cigars do
try to appeal to teens. She said she doesn't smoke the cigars and has ™
e i o ,«S'%"’/

never wanted to. Fos

Tobacco Free

“In my opinion | would certainly say

Freshman Sam Watson said he

“Selling cigars at a store isn't

a problem because right when

you walk in they don't say
flavored cigars are for sale,
Watson said.

o

outside of school. Cooper said she thinks Kenkel will do well
if he competes.

ocal tattoo parlors, removal agencies try to maintain health codes

one of Big Brain's owners, Chris Blinston.

There are many safety and health
precautions Blinston takes when performing a
tattoo. Everything in the shop that touches the
skin covered in plastic and sanitized with TBX,
which is a germ and viralcide.

The TBX solution used kills germs and
disease such as Hepautis, AIDS and wuberculosis
to name a few. The solution used to clean the
floor, Quat, has the same germ and virus killing
effects.

Martin said one of the main things she
looks at when getting a tattoo is the tloors.

“If the floor doesn’t look clean | don't want
to get a tattoo there,” she said.

Blinston said all tools that penetrate the
skin or are meant to come in contact with blood
are individually sterilized and prewrapped.
Everything else that touches blood is disposed
of.

The chair used is covered in plastic like
saran wrap or dental bibs and is sterilized with
the TBX solution. The “color palette,” which
holds tools and colors, is completely disposed of
and disinfected with TBX.

Anything else that can come in contact with
skin, such as power cords and water bottles are
covered in plastic wrap. Also near by is hand
sanitizer and rubbing alcohol, which cleans the
skin prior to skin penetration.

Blinston said the most important thing they
do to prevent the spread of germs is using rubber
gloves. He said Big Brain has three different sizes
of gloves to make sure they fit properly.

Blinston also said Big Brain doesn't allow
food, smoking and drinking in the back area
where tattoos are performed.

lavored cigars appeal to youth because scent, ability to replace tobacco

<

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER

Flavored cigars are thought to be more appealing to teenagers be-
cause of the taste and some believe teens ignore the health risks.

olocaust survivor speaks at assembly to juniors about importance of decency

“I don't think that Central has a

BY MARIAH BIANCHINI

People who go around hating
10t live, they take up space,” Judith
«l. a holocaust survivor, told the
s at a recent assembly.

I'he assembly was on Jan. 24. The
ents welcomed the comment she
with a burst of applause.

Guidance counselor Ron Moore
able to arrange her visit when he
4 phone call from a representative

the Anti Defamation League.

sel, from Santa Barbara, Calif,
¢ to Omaha for one day. Moore said
umped at the opportunity to have
speak.

Meisel travels to different schools,
uring aboutthe importance of taking
ind against bigotry. After being sent
he ghetto, and literally having one

foot in the gas chamber, Meisel has a lot
of experience to back her up.

She took the stage and sipped
from her bottle of water. After the
auditorium was silent, she gave a brief
autobiography.

She was born in Lithuania, but
was sent to the ghetto. From there she
went to a concentration camp. As the
students sat in awe, she continued with
her story.

She and her sister escaped a death
march and made it to a convent. The
nuns were welcoming and nice to them,
but told them that in order to stay they
would be forced to convert.

The two sisters decided they would
not live unless they could be Jewish so
they left the convent and made it to
Denmark until the Jews were liberated.

When she found out her brother

was alive in Toronto Canada, she
moved there and met her first husband.
Later she and her husband moved to

Philadelphia.

After she talked about her
past, Meisel opened up to students’
ql.llfstloﬂs.

She took the time to answer each
question honestly and left the students
feeling as though she had a fireside chat
with them rather than a lecture in the
auditorium.

She stressed the importance of
appreciating the United States.

“I'm lucky I live in this country; it
is the greatest in the world,” she said.

Meisel has seen Martin Luther
King Jr. twice and thought of him has
her role model.

Meisel said she helped to organize
that March on Washington. She took

an interest in civil rights after she had
lived in America. She discovered no one
asked about her experience with the
Holocaust so she never felt obligated to
tell.

It was only after a racist mob near
her home that she and other minorities
started speaking out.

During her presentation she
stressed the importance of taking a
stand.

She said too many students
remain bystanders while their peers use
derogatory language.

Over the years, Meisel has seen her
fair share of young people.

“I think the young people today
are exceptional,” she said. “They really
want to be involved.”

Moore also talked about
empbhasis being put on “anti-hate.”

the

problem with hate and bigotry,” he said.
“It is there, but it’s everywhere.”

Groups such as the Unitown,
Anytown projects and Gay Strai ght
Alliance help some students understand
tht‘ in'lpl:)l'l'&lrl('(’ of J('L‘CP[&]T'I(‘C.

Meisel’s presentation was not only
to expose students to what happened
during the Holocaust, but also to show
them that the same principles that
started the Holocaust are still happening
today.

“Look at it this way,” Meisel said,
“It's so easy to get into a way, but how
do you get out of i?”

Moore likes to live by what he calls
the “golden rule.”

“Do unto others as you want
others to do unto you,” he said.

Overall students had a positive

reaction to Meisel’s presentation.

Junior Elisa Berzins said she liked
the speech and thought it was a greart
opportunity for students.

“I was a little disappointed with the
quality of the some people’s questions
though,” she said.

Meisel has made two
documentaries about her experience,
both times returning to the places
where she was belittled and condemned
for her religion.

“Each time | return to the gas
chamber 1 look for the scratch marks
from the finger nails of my mother,”
she said to students.

She hopes that her lectures will
change people’s view on racism and
bigotry.

“One person can do a lot,” she
said.

ongratulations to Central High
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Outdated curriculum needs changes

Homosexuality,

(OPS).
This is wrong.

The curriculum needs to be updated so it
can educate its students on each topic entirely
since the main purpose of the class is to inform

on humans’ sexual and other behaviors.

abortions and
masturbation can’t be discussed in human
growth classes at Omaha Public Schools

the woman's body, so in that sense each
method is a form of abortion and one is
taught in school.

Human growth and development classes
can discuss rape, but doesn't cover abortions
or Morning After Pills as an option if the girl
is impregnated and doesn’t want a second
victim.

This is not the age of a communicating

After 18 years, the
localpublicand curriculum
officials haven't  found
the need to update these
guidelines  and  these
groups of people should
be ashamed.

EDITORIAL

The OPINION of
the Register staff

society. Parents don't
have “the sex talk” with
their children anymore.
They leave it up
to the school to inform
the students, while the
school can't fully cover

Sexual educanon

classes are set up to educate, so it should cover
cach aspect of sex. Even if abortion lectures
can stir up arguments or go against people’s
beliefs, it should at least still be there to inform

the students.

It is possible to inform about abortions
with or without describing the procedures,
how it has evolved and the different views
from society. All of this can be done in class,
by a lecture. The only questions teachers
should be able to answer are regarding how

it works.

Other school districts in the surrounding
area allow students to ask any question in
school and leave it up to the teacher if they

choose to respond.

OPS teachers already say no. They can't
respond because the curriculum states they
can't. The facts should be stated and let it be
covered. At the very least the district should

strive to inform the students.

A list of contraceptives the class can
discuss include the Intrauterine Device (IUD).
The TUD attaches to the uterus and inflames
the lining of the uterus making it unable to
support a life form. To some this is considered
a form of abortion because the inability to

attach to the uterus.

The Morning After Pill is considered a
form of abortion, but can't be discussed in
school. Some could say the IUD is a form of
abortion because it makes the uterus unable
to maintain life by being chemically altered,

Both in one way or another imbalance

each sexual rtopic. It
doesn't make sense. The district needs to do
something.

Masturbation is another touchy topic, but
it shouldn't be, because it could help maintain
abstinence, what the schools strive for.

So many times teens are blamed because
they can’t control the drive of their hormones
and go directly to sex. If they were ever fully
informed and told masturbation is a healthy
and normal thing to do, teen pregnancies and
sexual activity could dramatically drop.

School seems to be the only place where
this type of information could be discussed
naturally, but it can't because of concerned
narrow-minded families.

None of this can be discussed because
parents told OPS officials not to bring up these
topics up or the families would fight back.

The families should rather want the
youth to be informed and not consider the
education corrupting. The curriculum teaches
the meaning of abstinence before the use of
contraceptives.

Forms of birth control ranges to
chemicals in the body that can alter the
body’s normal functions and hurt the user.
But masturbation, which is harmless, can’t be
discussed.

From what the curriculum states should
be taught to what really is covered in classes
doesn’t always fully match.

An example is when girls should wvisit
gynecologist and the specific ages and reasons
why they should go. When girls should

go to the gynecologist is discussed, but a
recommended age is never really given.

A local gynecologist office said the girl
should go if she is sexually active or when she
turns 18, Then from the first appointment,
the girl needs to have a checkup yearly.

‘Some of these pieces of information may
be mentioned, but never enough to leave an
impact for students to remember.

Not many people walk away from
these classes knowing they should make an
appointment on their 18th birthday at the
latest.

This curriculum needs tobe updated. The
one wish every school has is for all students to
get along, but it won't be possible when the
class doesn't touch every type of lifestyle.

People should admit that since 18 years
have passed, teenagers should be able discuss
issues concerning homosexuality. Teens can
handle it.

Not talking about the this in class isn't
how the real world is.

People can't simply act like multiple
sexual preferences don't exist.

Yes, students could laugh, which could
be hurtful.

This should not be a worry. If there is
a teacher in the room who can maintain the
class this would not be a problem.

Plus the students who have had abortions
or think they're homosexual should-be mature
enough to handle the opinions of others,

Teens are more tolerant and most
students would be completely comfortable
with these “touchy” topics.

People need to realize society is not back
in the past with the “Leave it to Beaver” way
of life. Times have changed.

The curriculum is generations behind
and needs to keep up with the changing times.
Sexuality, whether it is masturbation or one’s
sexual preference, should be discussed because
it is there; it is 2004,

All the program would do is toughen up
the teens for the future when there is more
than dirty looks in a hallway.

Stick to the school’s Mission Statement
which states “responsible citizenship, and
pride in diversity...” and simply inform the
youth on things they should know about.
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EDITORIAL

Senior fights old visiofbe

of what a female wan .,

I am not pregnant and 1 won't be
getting married in the next four years.

It is because a woman doesn't
have to put off her life to get ma::ricld
and become a stay-at-home mom. This
is the way of life women now, and has
been recently proven that most women
don't have a first
born until their 30s.

Through — my
arrogant eyes, this
age seems too old to
try to raise a family
of three. When I
step back and think

BITTER BY CHOICE

Not until now after ryq,
children, she thinks of sn.
dream career. She wants 1
college and start her plans

Just about 30 years lawe,
why I don’t know what I would 4, B8
I get there. While I was in ¢l
school ny .
did start w
I dld sy
the stope
my other
b but I wiulg
" have

reach her 408
and be o

about the plans, I
have for my life such

A COLUMN BY KATIE BACKMAN |

than bak

as graduating from
college and establishing a career, the
family life will hardly fit in.

My way of thinking now can be
considered to be very selfish.

It is. | consider every other person,
but when I think about feelings I choose
to ignore everyone else. It must deal
with how [ was raised. | will now only
do what makes me happy and disregard
everyone else.

Another change with girls lately is
there have been reports of a decrease
in teen pregnancies, which is still
debatable. 1 still have seen about five
pregnant girls. The only change lately
is girls talk about not having time for a
baby.

It seems like more girls have heard
the horror stories of not being able to
have time for lives of their own because
they can'tafford childcare so they simply
don’t want kids.

Now it isn't very common at all,
but the fact that some high school girls
feel the need for independence can't
hurt.

For me it is comforting to think my
life will be based around me and what |
want to do with it.

Not everything is magical yet
because girls still complain and discuss
how they need to please their significant
other and forget about her own feelings.
If there was some way to get to all these
different girls to tell them to move the
focus from guys and put the spotlight
back on themselves. :

When my mother was my age, she
probably thought of being a housewife
and taking care of her kids.

Mom'’s addiction to drugs«
makes teen stronger in lift

It's been almost three years since
my birth mother and stepfather were
addicted to heroin.

My mother, allegedly, started
using prescription pain killers in order
to lose weight for the Mrs. Nebraska
2000 pageant. Her
using escalated to
cocaine andheroin.
She wanted to win
so badly, she lost

with m

With the 30-year-old
wonder what they would do wh- g
finally do have babies. If !
stay at home and not go ba v 1 ;g
or immediately get back in the
suit. ;

I don't even know wh .
want to do in this situation

It is just comforting :
women holding jobs and -
president. It shows the worl
dominated. It will be very i

n tw
asad
ant a
ing tc
tmet
o try

see if a woman will be presido s 1w

I probably just sound |} y tha
female in this world wanty hadito sta
“burn the bras,” but therc . of I we
be much of a problem if I ./ . gofillr. H
doing it. Society should be v dmES@ME IC
hear teens having backbone- Wl 0ing

e EY
was
ys an

A clear aspect to blani
tale movies that manipulate |
mind. It’s characters like ( -8
Snow White and Sleeping B ED - I
girls sit around, clean hous tsca
for prince charming. vas h

The sad thingis every gnr > SOIT
to wanting this lifestyle or ! . cant
would really happen. g ones

These people are jus ung !
their lives away. An old frie: s bet
told me she is engaged and p -tuall
in June right after graduan w Ly
the biggest mistake ever. Th o | was
all the others who have done | ok.
even left time for them to est aff
strong personalities. £ W0

Instead she will ha auor
bending her life, setting oft f TS
t one

and have her husband’s trai
wear off on her to where sh:

he f
said
ttor
ving
/e re:
intil
" a i
draw
ut, -
vof
k up
rou
bh M
K, I

parents who are still sleepin:
the afternoon.

It's a different kind
that should never be put
shoulders of any teen or you
for that matter, unless it's brot
themselve
should
to care I
unless the
their own

almost 40 pounds I, (0L But
as well as custody all said 2
of  her four EXPERIENCES IN PRINT and I fina'\
shildres, ACOLUMN BY ASHLEY BROWN e« dek

The pageant the situa

is long gone and I'm still paying for her
actions years later.

Because of her antics, | have not
seen her, my three brothers and sisters
for three years. 1 probably won't be
seeing them anytime soon.

With her actions and habits, [ have
a 50 percent chance of becoming an
addict myself. I have to be extra careful
because of mistakes I didn’t even make.

My point here isn't to complain,
It's to try and tell others who have to
deal with a mutual situation, the golden
wisdom I have learned as a result of my
experiences. ’

Whether it be alcoholism,
gambling or heroin, the behaviors of
irresponsible, lost and addicted parents
are those that leave scars on the minds
and the bodies of children all over the
world. Like me.

Burns and bruises are things that
can heal, but the emotional abuse will
remain with children like me for the rest
of my life.

I'm writing to speak out to the
children, teens and even adults who
had to grow up with parents who didn't
grow up themselves or just couldn't
handle reality.

One thing I have learned so far is
that sitting up in your room and plotting
and planning revenge before you fall
asleep, clenching back tears before
you relax and fall into a nightmare, is
a waste of time and will only result in
headaches, nausea and, well, a poor
night’s sleep.

Granted, 1 have only been out of
the bad situation I was in for a few years,
but thanks to my Dad and step mom,
they have been the most informative
years of my life so far.

Some may say it'sa part of growing
up, but like I said before, children of
addicts know what its like to be wiser
than most of your peers trom growing
up too fast.

Or b(‘iﬂj_‘. bored with Pt'(l]ﬂl(‘ who
complain about their parent’s not letting
them stay out long enough, while your
worrying about the little brothers
and sisters you left at home with your

I finally figured out why m
went away for the weekend -
and why the good china went
along with my mother’s weddin
and college fund, it’s difficult :
angry.

Contentment is a hard thr
come by, and trust me, it won't i
immediately, if it ever happens @14y

There are nights where | 178
stew about what I should have Jon
and how I should have called som
earlier as new realities dawn
can't believe the things the woniv
gave birth to me allowed to happe

I try to think of somethin: 2
would make me feel better 575
I somehow could pay a hit
“whack” my stepfather, or the
thing to say to my mother that g
make her feel as intensely lrus=
and hurt as 1 do.

Isn't a mother supposed !
hot chocolate on snow davs and
soccer games no matter how Q8
they are and make Kool Aul ¥
summer?

I thought a mother was sup
to wake you up for school, insi:
the other way around. Why can'!
the cookie-baking, dependable. 1
mother all my friends seem to hat¢

After thinking “why m¢
“how could she?” and Iclliﬁg deprevd
setin too many times, ['ve comd !
realizaton that | hope everybod! &
just those with lt'rcspm‘ls:hln' it
cdan come to.

1 know that time heals all

For nearly three years I have”
steaming and it hasn't been until 1
that I found that there is nothing
do but move on and concentri®
myself and my future.

Besides, 1 think the best reverns 2
a situation like this is showing tht

€ Edi

can succeed and rise above ther 17 ! B
gratification” oriented decisions dis
While I may not have contr© s :ﬂ

my past. | always have contr bl
my future : at’s s sthing
) ure and that's somet He

mother’s antics will never stea :
= £ $A0t m,
e ;
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“I feel he (the Westside student)
was being disrespectful and trying to
be funny.”

MARISA PARKER (11)

ts

'I
g |

My friend Mike Alfaro is fighting
emia.  Watching someone fight
't is heartbreaking.

The bad part about it is I hardly
- anything' about the disease. He
ccently gotten his chemotherapy
1 bone marrow transplant. Since
reatment, he found out that his
has accepted the transplant. He
been released |

the hospital and
v at home.

Ihat is a very
thing.

When 1 visited
in the hOSPital,
ed him and his
¢r what would

lleen copes with friends
ruggles through cancer

in front of me. I knew the cancer was
?thhering him and he only talked about
it in a joking way. I would just say, if
you need anything or someone to talk
to, I'm here,

He has not talked about his feelings
until recently. When he went into the
hospital, the reality hit him. He called
me one day and was crying. He told me
he was scared
and didn't
know what to
do. All1 could
really say was
everything was
going to work
out for the best
and I was here

-n if the chemo ACOLUMN BY DANA CLEASBY for him.
- -ansplant worked - H o w
3w wt, and their do you help

nse was not really what I wanted
ar. If it did work Mike would go
- in two weeks, but if it did not
was a choice to try the chemo and
slant again or not. Mike said he
oing to go home either way, bur if
catment did not work, he was not
to try again.
\s | was sitting there and hearing
ay that, my heart fell into pieces.
to stare at the wall to keep my
.0 | would not cry in front of his
¢r. He asked his mom to go get
ome ice because he could see that
going to cry. When she left he
me everything would be alright
¢ was only going to feel sick for a
ays and then he would be up and
ng. I started to cry and said he
n't scare me like that. All I could
was how could someone so great
ve something like this?

cannot believe someone so
honest and genuinely great have
thing so terrible threaten his life.
as been one of the few people
actually cares enough to call and
ow | was doing and listen to me
| was upset. I met Mike through
ook.  During the summer, at
raft meetings, he would come
ve would discuss all of the new
nation on the bands we, Jistened
¢ instantly became friends.
t one of the meetings, he told
it he found out he had Leukemia,
- said it like it didn’t bother him. I
htto myself, why are you notupset
aving a nervous breakdown?
Ve really didn't get to know each
until school started. Mike would
v a ride to the hospital to get his
. drawn every week. While we
out, we would go to lunch and
woof around. When we would
ck up to school, everyone would
around, calling him cancer boy.
gh Mike told them to say it and it
K, | refused to let anyone say it

someone when the fact is you cannot
control what is going to happen?
Technology may be great, but how can
we think that we can have the control of
something so valuable as life?

Mike had the choice to live or
die, but only so much. I do not blame
him for the choice he has made. If the
treatment did not work, why would he
torcher himself to fight for something
that he wasn’t meant to win?

I hate the fact that 1 cannot do
anything to help the situation. [ feel I
am only endangering his life if I go to
see him. Talking on the phone is not
easy either because when I can talk, he’s
asleep.

When | went up to the hospital the
one day, he just looked so sick and tired.
He was having throat problem and was
taking morphine because of it. He said
he hadn’t been sleeping well because
of the pain, but also the nurses kept
coming in to check on his status.

He told me the day after I saw him,
he took a shower and was able to pull
his hair out. I'have not been able to see
him, but I don’t know if I want to. I
feel that [ would only hurt the situation
by endangering his health and not be
the best of company. Knowing how I
reacted the last time [ was there, I would
not be able to control crying. |

' Every time the 'subject is brought
up, I want to cry. I can only imagine the
pain he is experiencing and the fact that
he might not live scares me. Life is too
precious to be taken for granted.

I feel that I have not been the
greatest friend since he went into the
hospital. 1 barely called him, but that
was because his throat was so bad, he
could not talk.

He is home now and everything
seems to be going much better for my
friend.

Obviously nobody knows what the
future holds, but I'm just glad my friend
is getting better.

Phice

Buy one pop for breakfast, another at lunch and for
an after-school snack. This is just one choice a high school
student can make if he wants.

He is a teenager, he shouldn't need a pediatrician
hovering over his shoulder, ranting about the empty calories
he is consuming when he should just drink milk.

High school students should be old enough and know
if they want to risk the fattening side effects of a Mr. Pibb
atéa.m.

According to the Food and Drug Administration’s
(FDA) Web site, The American

Pop machines should remain in school

a carbonated beverage.

The solution of taking all pop machines out of the
building does not make sense.

In this school, the pop machines don’t only provide
soda products, but water and juice as well. The machines
should stay because the school has over 2,000 students with
different preferences.

If these pediatricians are so inclined to worry about
the stubborn teenage group, they shouldn't try to take away
machines. They should push to add more machines to high
schools. More Minute Maid juice machines

Association of Pediatrics has
announced a new anti-soft-drink
policy, saying pediatricians should
work to prevent soft drinks in
schools because it promotes obesity

EDITORIAL
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The OPINION of

should be added because sometimes the
fruit juices do sell out. This is not to say the
entire student population would switch to
100 percent healthy beverages, but it does
give the chance of it happening.

The empty calories should be consider
much more than wasted energy. Because

there is not a link between pop consumption and obesity.

| The stdy, showed ,that on ayerage, a kid who is
obese consumes a shot glass more soda per day than a kid
of normal weight does. Only 30 more calories, which is
equivalent to a carrot.

Pediatricians can make suggestions, but no school high
school official should take it seriously. Healthy eating habits
should have been learned in elementary school, when the
teenagers did actually visit pediatricians.

Growing up is all about learning from choices and
mistakes. A bottle of pop should not be one of the fork’s in
the road of development.

It should never come up in a question like “what is
wrong with the teenagers today,” because there is way
more than Coca-Cola or Pepsi.

A toddler weighing 100 pounds should be more of a
pediatrician’s worry than a 135-pound-teenager sipping on

in kids. the Register staff
A study conducted by
Georgetown University showed

students do need caffeine at times. Having
the soda machines in the school provides for an energy jolt

b9 get through the rest of the day. beatol ,

If the student isn't sleeping through class, he can then
be more alert and eventually move around enough to work
off the calories.

Even if soda machines were banned from schools,
students would still find a way to drink pop during school.
Most likely they would bring a shipment of pop and leave it
in their locker, possibly even sell it to other students.

The school should continue to have pop machines in
the building because they will drink pop whenever they
feel like it. Just let the teenagers grow up and learn by their
mistakes. Keep the annoying pediatricians’ advice away.

If students want to drink soda, they are going to drink
it. That goes the same for students who are going to drink
fruit juice. If students are buying it, the schools should sell
it and benefit from it.

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS

Editor,

* future.

roemming (9)

classes should cover the three topics

feel that if people want to talk about homosexuality,
irbation and abortion then why shouldn’t they. It’s
rtant to teach us about that so we don’t make mistakes

tis also freedom of speech and it should be discussed.

office.

Editor,

faster.

ney Gritfith (9)

teria adds to school’s appearance

I'he new cafeteria is great. Even though I have only been
for a year, I can tell it has made a big difference to the
L 1 think it makes the school look better and the lines

Letters to the Editor are gladly accepted in room 315, via e-mail
at Central Journalism@ops.org or in Mr. Deabler’s mailbox in the main

Letters must be factual and contain the author’s full name and
grade. Incorrect or unsigned letters will not be printed. The use of pen
names is not allowed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR WANTED

was wrong.

I think there are so many opportunities for whites in the community, and it

Marisa Parker (11)

Westside controversy should not suspend the student

Dear Editor,

Editor,

don Nazeck (10)

ussing sexuality will answer questions

| feel it is unnecessary to not be allowed to discuss such
s in class. We encounter these issues day in and day out.
alked amongst friends and such quite often.

Most the time some of the kids have questions about
s. They could be too shy so if we discuss it in class,
Il have better knowledge on the topic.

I think it was wrong to suspend that boy running for the award from Westside.
Because he was raised in South Africa, it’s a racial thing and he was put up to it by
his peers. If he is suspended, so should those who forced peer pressure on him to

try running for the African-American award.

Nakia Johnson (11)

Dear Editor,

White teen is eligible for African-American award

I think it’s funny because everybody is making a big deal out of something so
little. He was born in Africa and now he lives in America. So he is African-American.

Editor,

ral.

ha community.

8 Culliver (9)

ition adds to Central’s dining, studying

Darryl Hinson (9)

The new cafeteria I think is a big improvement to

The extra space and lighting really adds to the high-
ol experience. The windows give a beautiful view of the

Editor,

black students.

t much out there for blacks.

Stside student ignores meaning of award

| feel that the student from Westside High School was
i disrespectful and trying to be funny by applying for the
an-American award. Because he knows what the award

He could have been trying to get a scholarship, but there

/

86% YES

This means he should be eligible for this award.

STUDENT POLL

DOES THE NEW CAFETERIA ADD TO THE BUILDING?

300 students polled

STUDENT POLL

Should the pop machines be taken out of school, in hopes to prevent
teenage obesity?

5% Yes

95% No

300 students polled

Teen wants apology from District 66’s teen

Dear Editor,

I believe that the young adult from Omaha Westside
was wrong in running for he African-American award. He
was 100 percent white. That isn’t what “African-American”
refers to.

I believe he should apologize to the school district
because he caused problems that caught national news’ at-
tention. [ don't think the young adult really understood the
meaning of an award like that.

Joe Albright (9)

Class prevents knowledge of real situations

Dear Editor,

Abortion, masturbation and homosexuality are not to
be discussed in the human growth and development class-
room.

I cannot simply figure out why. All three of these topics
are part of normal, everyday life. They are especially preva-
lent here at Central.

High school students should no longer be shut out of
what is really going on out in the real world. Since that is
what high school is for. It is for us to prepare ourselves in life.

I feel that without these topics discussed, those who
have been sheltered all their lives are in for a rude awakening
when they leave high school.

Allison Hartnett (10)

-

REGISTER YOUR OPINION

DO YOU THINK HOMO-
SEXUALITY, ABORTION AND
MASTURBATION SHOULD BE

IN THE CURRICULUM?

“Abortion students need
to know and homosexuality
no one needs to hear about in

l
class.” 1
Cody Oltrogge (11) [

|

"A lot of people know
about it, but they should learn
it from a book instead of hear-
ing lies.”

Paris Tyler (12)

(S TR T &

“Abortion should be dis-
cussed. Masturbation no one
cares about.

Holley Willits (10)

“Keep it out because the
confrontation and arguing
isn’t needed in class.”

Chelsea Osbahr (9)

“Students should talk
about it. If they are not mature
enough, there should be a sec-
ond-level class for it.”

Alejandra Najera (10)

" “They should understand
and know about it. It all happens
and they shouldn't hide it.”

Hillary Velez (10)
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Bakery: Cale

Location: 1206 Howard St
Best buy: éclair

BY ASHLEY BROWN

Sweet whispers will pour ourt of
the couple’s mouths as they share a
cherry French soda through two long
straws and gaze into each other's
moonlit eyes.

Love will be in the air at Délice
with its sweet desserts. The chocolate
will turn into an aphrodisiacs for the
young couple.

Délice is the perfect place to fall in
love and with its romantic atmosphere
and sweet coffees. It's hard not to.

The price is something to adjust
to, but the desserts are so rich it is
worth it,

Couples don't need a passport to
enjoy a Valentine’s Day dessert in the
heart of the romance capital of the

“world. Délice is like a little bit of Paris
“on a corner in the Old Market.

Délice isaprime, quick dessertshop
that's perfect following a Valentine's
Day dinner at M’s Pub or Spaghetti
Works with no reservations required.

Dinner may not even be necessary
because the food is filled with sugar

That extra cash needed to shell out
for a flaky éclair covered in a smooth
layer of chocolate bursting with creamy
filling is more than worth it.

It also has light and fluffy cream
puffs as well as servings of créme briilée
that are just enough for two people to
share over a couple of chai lattes.

For those who want to stay within
their comfort zone, the scal-yoursclf
café offers cookies, bagels and cake by
the slice, as well as ice tea, coffee, lattes,
French and Italian sodas and a wide

Cupid’s day wouldn’t be complete without a little
special evening. These are the Register staft’s picks of the best plac

variety of sodas, juices and teas by the
bottle.

There shouldn't be a problem of
finding something to drink or eat here.

A couple can expect to spend
around $10 for a light and romantic
quality dessert.

The guests pay for the atmosphere,
as well as the food.

Even in the dead of winter, the
simple red and white French-inspired
atmosphere truly feels like a sidewalk
café in Pans.

French posters placed tastefully on
the walls add kitsch while the new
tables and chairs add class.

While the wine bar will be off
limits to students, it can still convince
one they are on European dining
excursion.

On a starry night, Délice is a very
tasteful ending to a hopeless romantic’s
date.

Make that night extra special.

Location: 4416 Dodge St.
Best buy: chocolate silk pie

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

Village Inn may not be the cream
of the crop when it comes to Valentine's
Day dinner, but it is an excellent choice
for dessert.

The restaurant offers a wide selec-
tion of pies and cakes and anyone
can find something they like for $3.
Whether it be elegance or simplicity,
Village Inn’s pie has what lovebirds are
looking for.

If going for elegance, go for the
chocolate silk pie. This creamy blend of
chocolate and whipped cream is sure to
satisty the sweet tooth of anyone who
has got one.
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Valentine’s Day: Sweez Endings

Or, if going for the more tradition-
al approach, the apple or cherry pie is
another excellent choice on the menu.

The restaurant offers the warm pie
with vanilla ice cream on the side. This
is an excellent choice not only for this
holiday, but for any day of the year.

Since we all know that the color
red is associated with Valentine's Day,
the Strawberry Rhubarb is another
great choice. It is little more seasonal
and has more of a Valentine’s Day look
to it.

Pieces of strawberry and all things
unhealthy are tossed together for this
pie and though it may seem like a lot,
once someone has started eating i,
they want more and more.

Because the couple may not want
to go to Village Inn, they can have their
pie to go, so they can eat it at home
while nestling up by a fire.

No matter where it is eaten, Village
Inn pies are some of the best in town
and are always going to be that way.

Location:

1022 Howard St
Best buy:

créme briillée

BY SARA RIPS

V. Mertz is a
great place to go with
your significant other
for Valentine’s Day.
However, be prepared
to pay at V. Mertz.

While the atmo-
sphere of the passageway is a very
pleasant and romantic one, being
embarrassed by not having the cash to
pay for the bill is neither pleasant nor
romantic.

The passageway's dark lighting
and vintage feel makes for the perfect
feel on Valentine's Day.

The restaurant’s mood lighting is
set at a twilight-esque level to top off
the romantic atmosphere.

Although the bustle of the stores
across the way can be semi-distracting,
the restaurant still has a great feel to it.

You will never ear a sub par meal
at V. Mertz. The wait staff is incredibly

friendly and helpful.

These people will be happy to help
you decide between two platters. They
will make sure that your evening is
pleasant and happy. _

The dessert menu also offers a
wide variety in choices. So once again
there is no reason to not find a dessert

you will enjoy.

Location: 1110 Howard St.
Best buy: tiramisu

BY COURTNEY THOMAS

An  clegant  and  intimate
atmosphere, accompanied by an
enticing array of desserts, combines to
make the perfect Valentine’s Day dining
experience.

Vivace is in the Old Market is one
of Omaha’s best for both dessert and
dinner.

Valentine’s Day isn't
without some sweet food
night.

Whether it may be chocolate
or fruit, Vivace has something for
every sweet tooth. A pastry chef visits
daily during the week to prepare their
specialty deserts.

Vivace Koo-Koo is tempting to
anyone.

Featuring dense layers of coconut
and cream, along with a rich chocolate
cake and chocolate icing. Drizzled with
raspberry sauce, it is impossible to pass.

If your Valentine's Day date is a
chocolate lover, this dessert 1s definitely
tor her.

The only downside is the coconut
throughout the entire cake that makes
the dessert a bit too heavy.

If you're looking for a speciality
dessert, Vivace is definitely the place.

complete
to end the

The pastry chef’s desserts are one of

bit of sugar to end that very
es to go for dessert.

a kind. Only one of the reasons for
Vivace’s local fame is its ever-changing
desert menu.

Everyday in the restaurant you
are bound to find a desert that is new
and different, not to mention delicious.

Location: 1120 Jackson St.
Best buy: dutch chocolate ice
cream

BY MOLLY MULLEN

Ted and Wally's ice cream parlor
is a perfect place to get a cheap
homemade ice cream soda after
walking around in the Old market.

Walking into the door you can
see the atmosphere: a vintage Pepsi
machine, an ice cream maker, and
fliers and pamphlets of upcoming
local events.

Posters of Elvis Costello, Bight
Eyes, and other bands litter the
walls and add the unique look of the

building.
Ted and Wally’s is a very
‘homegrown’ establishment. Local

artists are able to display single pieces
of artwork, or entire installations on
the walls.

Free concerts starring unknown
Omaha bands also makes Ted and
Wally’s an interesting place to hang
out.

The attitude is very mellow and
cool. Which helps for the couple on
the Valentine’s Day outing. The ice
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cream isn't very expensive
With the blaring Music 4
: - : g
neon lights, it is the perfec Plage,
dessert after eating or shoppiny |
0Old Market. "
The romantic mood my, , |
there. The mood is more ¢l
than anything else. 1
The ice cream is very y,. |
well. It has flavors invented p,
all of which are worth try, ;
chocolate and pumpkin are 1y )
very interesting, especially [”[‘Pt.-;
cookies or candy.
Ted and Wally's seems
ice eream down to an u
has desserts ranging from ;
phosphates to strawberry soda
The servers cram a lot «
into every order. You can
prices, so check it out.

Location: 7855 S. 83rd St
Best buy: strawberry shoriy;
BY BRYAN SWOTEK

The Summer Kitchen Cai
one of the better choices fo;
Day supremacy. If consider:
date here, think again, this dine: |
for the romantic holiday.

This restaurant serves cr
serts, but does not cater to th,
the crowd, or anyone in the cr;
that matter. i

The sitting area is usuall -
noisy and the wait can be lir
the food received, the wait wa
unnecessary, and screamin,
and ignorant parents do not ey
situation either. The name o1 )
taurant sums up the time whe
good to go there, in the summ:
Valentine’s Day people are ook
sweet desserts they can sharc wi
date.

rt Ci
last

The best looking dessert the
offered was strawberry shori
tasted and looked like it had -
bought in a package and over;
the restaurant.

Take your date some pla
because this is not the place 10
anybody.
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FACTORY EYEGLASS OUTLET
323 N, T2id St 68114
(402} 551-1634
Complete quality glasses from $19.95

EY EGLASSOUTLET

E VENSTUDENT SCANTFIND

EYEWEAR

AMANDA LAAKER
sophomore, Omaha, Neb.
Major

political science

Career track

manager of national political
campaigns

“I'had always heard wonderful
things about Nebraska Wesleyan,
and | liked the fact that it was
outside of Omaha, but still close

—
—
—
—
-

to home. When | visited, | realized

that the intimate campus and
challenging academics would
allow me to explore new ideas

and cultures both in and out of

the classroom.”

® OnNe-oOr

- For more information contact:
~ Admissions Office
- 800.541.3818, ext 2218 or 402.465.2
‘admissions@nebrwesleyanedu
www.nebrwesleyan.edu
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BY BRYAN SWOTEK

I'hey ate, slept and talked with the
n and women. who are protecting
country in Iraq.

L.ocal country band Jolie Edwards
1 the Wanted became soldiers with
Stars and Stripes Tour with Craig
rgan.

lhe tour brought music for the

ALy rking troops.

ke It was a life changing experience.
| be s0 hard to explain. I am still trying
ed md the words,” Edwards said, “I still

‘ and talk to my family about it, but
| n then [ don't know what to say.”

PHOTO BY KATIE EGISTER

sert City Soundtrack vocalist and guitarist Matt Carrillo plays at the Ranch
wl last year. He said the band is planning a second visit to Omaha soon.

learned many valuable lessons and her
views changed on the war. She was able
to come to terms with the decision to
fight.

“Freedom is not free and we have
boys and girls over there putting their
lives on the line so that we can be free,”
she said. “I think people are taking it
for granted. We need to be praying for
those people who are over there.”

When the band went to Iraq, the
members said they didn't know what
to CXPCCL

Though she had previously been
on a tour called the USO Tour in
November 2001, she said this one was
a little more intense.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Caitlin Love with  Desert City
Soundtrack walks away from her drum
set after a show, only to hear fans say
“you play good drums, for a girl.”

Desert City Soundtrack lives in
Portland, Ore. and has just finished a
tour across the states. Love said after
performing a show
she sometimes feels
the need to complain
about the male-female
drummer ratio after
Eearing fans negative comments about

er.

“When people always comment,
it can get kind of rude,” Love said. “It
would be nice to be considered just as a
musician, not a female.”

Lead vocalist and guitarist Matt
Carrillo said Love gets a lot of grief
from fans.

He said she has a strong presence
in the band and is almost more of a
“man” than the rest of the members.

“She is just a human being playing
drums,” Carrillo said.

Last year the band was on the Too
Young to Die Tour and had a temporary
drummer to fill in Love’s position. She
said she couldn't go on tour because
she had difficulties with her friends and
band mates’ personalities. 4

When the band finished the tour,
Cory Gray the pianist and trumpet
player said it signed up to play shows
in California. But the temporary drum-
mer left the band early and the band
without a drummer.

Once the members went back
home, Love said she decided she only
wanted to play drums with Desert City
Soundtrack.

Native country performer travels

With the Stars and Stripes Tour,
Edwards said she was able to get to the
more remote camps that the USO tour
wasn't able to,

“We traveled a road called Ambush
Alley and many of our soldiers had
been killed there,” she said. “We could
see where bombs had previously gone
off, it was very emotional.”

The band went there right after
the attacks.

This time, while in Iraq, Edwards
said she met a lot of soldiers from
Nebraska and the most impressive thing
to her was when some of them started
singing her songs.

“Over the five days we did three
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emale refuses to quit even

after sexist remarks hy fans

“I chose to play with them again,”
she said. “I have been playing now for a
while and it’s been great.”

Bassist Mike Casanova said the
band lived in Santa Rosa, Calif.,, but
didn’t officially form undl they each
met up after they moved to Portland. At
first Casanova and Carrillo played in a
band called Edaline. Edaline would play
the same
shows with
Love and
the band she
was in.

After moving to Portland, Carrillo
said he and Gray started Desert City
Soundtrack. Casanova and Love joined
the band shortly after.

It has been formed for two and
half years. San Diego is what inspired
the name with its “desert” appeal.

The band released its first album
“Contents of Distraction” with Deep
Elm Records on March 3, 2003. Then
went on the Too Young To Die Tour,
which visited 31 cities, including
Omaha.

On Nov. 10, 2003 Desert City
Soundtrack released its second album,
“Funeral Car,” and started to tour
again.

Carrillo said he thought it would
be nice to keep touring and playing
music.

“We haven't spent two years on
making one album,” he said. "We
toured for half a year and released two
albums in one year.”

Desert City Soundtrack does plan
to come back to Omaha preferably to
the Ranch Bowl sometime from now to
early summer.

Carrillo said he wants to see the
Ranch Bowl's bowling alley.

to Iraq on

performances a day at different camps,
but we would sing whenever they want-
ed us to,” she said.

With the Nebraska troops, Edwards
said she talked about the Huskers and
she had a little red “N” that she took on
stage with her.

Edwards said her and the bands
convoyed across Iraq and their lives
were in danger wherever they went.
She said while they drove and slept
they heard gunshots and mortar shells
going off.

“When we flew to the camps, we
had to land and run to the armored
car which was guarded by gunmen,”
she said. “We really got to feel how the

The band has been going on a lot
more tours and may be going on one
this spring. Carrillo said he hopes the
band can come through Omaha again.

Gray said he thinks things have
changed and rtouring will be better
because on the first album the band
spent 28 hours making it, compared to
150 hours recording its second release.
It could get more creative and use dif-
ferent types of instruments.

“Our last tour was more success
ful,” Gray said. “We went around to
cities like Chicago, Boston and Buffalo,
We even made it out to Canada and
Mexico to make our music known.’

Casanova said the band circled
around the states to build a fan base.

A tour cannot be complete with
out a near-death experience. Gray said
the band was leaving New York and
crashed the van when it flew into a
barbwire fence. None of the members
were hurt and the van could still drive
once it was freed from the wire.

“We planned on staying on the
road because [ thought it was a good
idea,” Carrillo said “But who was driv-
ing had something else in mind.”

Touring and playing music is all
Gray said he wants to do. He said he
would tour all the time knowing he is
playing music.

Working part-time jobs isn't some
thing the band likes to do. Gray said
the band’s career is starting to happen,
bringing more gigs into the picture.

Desert City Soundtrack is now sell-
ing a lot more albums. Gray said on the
last tour the band ran out of “Funeral
Car” to sell. Casanova said the music in
“Funeral Car” is just as personal as the
first one, but with more emotions and
thoughts of death.

soldiers live and how they deal with
everyday life.”

The band will be spending about a
week in Europe where she will perform
country music festivals.

Edwards said while she is doing
the festivals, she will be doing shows for
the troops as well.

“I really hope there aren’t anymore
troops over there, but this is a problem
that is not going to be fixed very eas-
ily,” Edwards said. “If going over there
means | am helping people, 1 will do
it.”

Despite the danger she was in,
Edwards said it would not take much
for her to go back and do it all again.

His father died and some of the
band’s friends did, too.

“The music just got darker anc
darker,”. Casanova said. "A lot of rela
tionship themes and death (were
included).”

The main writer of the lyrics i
Carrillo, but sometimes others throw
in a line, Casanova said. He said he
couldn’t pick a favorite album or song
because each one represents ditterent
memories and chapters in his life.

Carrillo said the first song, "My
Hell,” comes from a horrible and rea
experience. He said he chose the title
‘Funeral Car” for the album name
because it is the most honorable car
with important people in it at funerals.

“Right at the end 1 wanted tc
change the name to something like
‘Captain Kangaroo,” so it wouldn't be
expected to sound depressing,” Carrillc
said. "1 just kept with it because it was
too late to change and one day we will
all be in a funeral car if we like it o1
not.”

In the near future the band will
also release a split album with Settlefish
from Deep Elm Records and possibly
another band.

Gray said the split album is going
to be more aggressive and the songs are
in the making.

Carrillo said the band is going to
make a quick turnover with writing
the songs.

There are also plans to tour in
Europe. The band will probably meet
with Settlefish and other bands in
Europe signed to Deep Elm Records
while they are there.

With all the tours, Casanova said
he would play any show, but smaller
crowds are his favorite.

tour to play for troops

Some fans came up to her and
thanked the band performing before
the tre 10OPS.

“The most memorable moment
tor me was when one of the generals
came up to me with tears in his eyes,”
she said.

He was crying because the music
boosted the soldiers moral and they for-
got where they were tor the concert.

She said she didn't know the power
and ability a band has on fans.

Also how the music and lyrics
can change people’s state of minds to
the point they forget they are fighting
a war.

She said that's the point.

o d
s While in Iraq, Edwards said she
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Kenneth J. Backman

~ . landscape architect

Michelle Marsh

ongratulates

the members of
the Class of 2004

Good luck this year!

Is it you
who will care
for others?

Health Care Busin

A representative from
Clarkson College will be
visiting Central High
School in October. Let's
talk about your future.

Master's in Nursing

lL.eadership

Bachelor's in Nursing

Medical Imaging

Health Care Business Man:

jement

Health Information Management

Physical Therapist Assistant

Radiologic Technology

N'% CLARKSON COLLEGE

| i

800-647-5500 or 402-552-3100

vher Degree of Excellenc

www.clarksoncollege.edu
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‘Powerful rock
makes album
‘memorable

—

ALBUM REVIEW
Sy 'Oy Oy "y
: “LEAVE YOUR NAME~

By: Statistics

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

Statistics has a lot more to offer to the
‘mo-indie fans with the release of “Leave Your
Name.”

Though the album is a little more rock than

| tis depressing, the message is the same as other
Mo groups.

It sounds like Desaperacidos, Denver
Dalley’s other project, had a lasting impression
n him. He sings vocals in Desaperacidos and
slays the guitar.

Both of the bands have a lot of the same
sounds in the guitars and Dalley who played a
ot of the guitar in Desaperacidos, obviously has
1 lot of influence on the sound of Statistics.

Though the two bands have some simi-
arities, they also have their apparent differences.
Statistics is not as politically angst-ridden as the
sther project.

This makes the Statistics release a little
nore relaxing and a lot less whiney.

Dalley talks about turning back time and
zoing back to when things were easier. The new
album, which came out on CD and vinyl, should
se in everybody’s music collection.

The band brings back a '80s style synthetic
rock. It adds many new sounds and instruments
to make the project stand out a lot more among
his comrades.

By using toy-like instruments, the band has
been able to capture fans that normally would
not like this type of music.

Most of the lyrics in the album are sung
through a megaphone. This makes Dalley’s
voice stand out and makes the album sound
unlike anything else.

The instruments he used also made the
band sound retro, like it is a re-release, but it is
solid, straight-forward rock.

With slow songs and upbear tracks, every-
one has something they can take in from this
album.

The lyrics on the album are enough to
make anyone who listens to the album fall in
love with it.

The song "Hours Seem Like Days,” is the
most memorable song on the album.

In this song, Dalley sings about going back
to a time when things were easier and technol-
ogy was not even an option. The track will be
obligatory for all mix tapes and albums out
there.

“Sing a Song,” is another one of those
tracks. It sounds like Dalley’s way of making
things better.

With his lyrics and his melodies, it is no
doubt that the people who listen to this album
will like it. “Sing a Song” sounds like a lesson on
how to fix a bad day.

There are a lot of bands and other projects
in Omaha that are making marks on the scene
and Statistics new album is one of those new
projects.
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Ewan McGregor and Alison Lohman, who play the younger bride and groom, have very convincing roles in the movie “Big Fish.” Above,

McGregor’s character convinces his wife to be that his love is real.

‘Fish’ stuns audience with plot

BY JOHN KENDALL

“Big Fish” is yet another classic tall-tale,
fantasy adventure directed by Tim Burton
(“Batman” and “Edward Scissorhands”) that
takes the viewers™ eyes for a visual ride of a
lifetime.

The screen play of the movie, written by
John August, was based on the book “Big Fish,
A Novel of Mythic Proportions,” by Daniel
Wallace.

If there was any name commonly
associated with Tim Burton,

structure, plays the elderly Sandra.

Billy Crudup plays Will Bloom, the
estranged and skeptical son of Edward and
Sandra. Will is a journalist who is fed up with
his father’s asinine stories.

Other star appearances include Steve
Buscemi as Norther Winslow, a runaway poet
turned thief turned Wall Street executive,
and Danny DeVito as Amos Calloway, the
conniving leader of a travelling circus.

Perhaps the largest star, literally, would
be the gargantuan Matthew McGrory who
plays Karl, the giant. This

it would be music director
Danny Elfman. His work
with “Big Fish” amplifies
his seemingly innate ability
to make musical scores fit
along with the events in
movies.

It is enough to make
one’s eardrums dance and

MOVIE REVIEW
e

“BIG FISH”
Starring: Ewan McGregor, Jessica
Lange, and Albert Finney

7-foot-6-inch tall actor
has amazing talent which
makes it no wonder why
he has landed himself in
Hollywood being seen in
such television shows as
“Malcom in the Middle”
and “The Drew Carey
Show,” not to mention

become simply lost in the
moment, which has always seemed to be an
outstanding quality of Elfman’s work.

“Big Fish” stars Albert Finney as the
elderly Edward Bloom, a sickly old man who
always has a story to tell no matter how hard
it may or may not be able to believe.

Ewan McGregor plays a magnificent
performance as the younger Edward Bloom,
a young romantic fool overflowing with
determination and astounding ambition, who
appears in all of old Bloom’s flashbacks.

In the flashbacks, young Bloom is
chasing after young Sandra Templeton, played
by Alison Lohman, the woman who time
literally stops for in his life. Jessica Lange, who
coincidentally and fortunately looks like an
older Lohman in terms of facial and bodily

his co-starring role in Rob
Zombie's “House of 1,000 Corpses.”

The movie is reaching the brim with
amazing characters and creatures: giants,
witches, werewolves, and people of hidden
towns that have never been touched by
outside civilization. However, the producers
and visual designers did an excellent job at
keeping it realistic.

The special effects do not dominate the
story. They only provides a sturdy support for
the supposed fairy tales told in the movie. It
can make almost any viewer actually question
whether or not the event could really take
place.

Many events in the movie prove gaudy
computer-generated effects are not even
needed to make a movie look good, which is

another excellent quality from the director.

Burton makes an excellent use of color
and composition and is not afraid to make
use of any hue on the palette or tackle any
situation, no matter how awkward or out-
of-the-league it may seem. After all, this is a
movie “bigger than life itself.”

Perhaps one of the most shocking
qualities of this movie is at times it does not
even seem like it was directed by Tim Burton.
The man, who is known for elaborate stories
of heart-felt fantasy, was able to touch base
with the real-world interactions between the
people who exist outside the tall-tales.

This film is a definite growth for Burton.

A movie as multifaceted as “Big Fish”
will, however, require a bit of focus from the
audience, or simply anyone who is not used
to following along with two story lines at one
time.

On one hand there is what is perceived
to be the “real world” story, involving the
older Edward and Will Bloom, and on the
other hand there is the past-time adventures
of young Edward, following his seemingly
impossible youth and young adulthood.

Itisnotlong however, before the mind gets
used to it, and one can almost know where the
story is going and make connections through
hints dropped here and there throughout the
movie.

It can then truly be realized how much
deep and profound thought was put into “Big
Fish,” which leads to an ending that can make
even the most cold person have a sparkle in
the corner of his eye.

It is a shame such dynamic and innovative
movies like “Big Fish” are not commonly
what Oscar voters look for because this movie
would take the prize.

_ OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 5y .

ovie lacks

excitement !
actors’ talent
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“CHASING LIBERTY"

Starring: Mandy Moore

—

BY JEFF HART

“Chasing Liberty” is another movie 3
the boring life of a teenage girl. The only
she is the president’s daughter.

Being his daughter doesn't add , ©
movie, in fact it takes away because she 1,

act innocent.

The producers went the wrong way y;
they hired Mandy Moore and Matthew (j-_,? 7

to star in the film.
i X o B 1
Moore’s acting ability hasn’t matured y,,
it ever will. Her father sends some of his

Omaha band impresses fans with stage presence, musical abili

PHOTO BY BRYAN SWOTEK/REGISTER

Jenny Lewis of the band Rilo Kiley tunes her guitar before her set. The band was successful

again and kept the audience enchanted.

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

It was a big show for a smaller portion of

Tilly and the Wall quintet sung catchy lyrics
and also kept the audience in a trance with their

wardrobe.

Rilo Kiley.

Lead singer Jenny Lewis and guitar player
Blake Sennet made a stop in Omaha while on
the band’s acoustic tour, a stop some dedicated

fans will never forget.

The Sokol Underground
was overflowing with fans
singing along and show its
dedication to the music.

Expectations were met
by the fans, an electrical per-
formance.

The slow melodies
started by Neva Dinova. The

music relaxed the listeners, but anticipation of

The band’s most memorable event of the

' CONCERT REVIEW

W Y

THE RILO KILEY ACOUSTIC TOUR
At Sokol Underground with Tilly and the
Wiall, Neva Dinova

evening, besides the exciting set, was the cover
of Outkast’s “Hey Ya.” Judging by the bands
dancing and synchronicity to Andre 3000, the

song was obviously well
rehearsed and appreciated
by the audience. This
marked Tilly and the
Wall’s last performance
on the tour.

*Shortly after Tilly
and the Wall cleared the
stage, Rilo Kiley loaded
its equipment. A last min-

ute request by Sennet put the two performers

agents out to spy on her dates. Lo
In actuality, the watcher would hop -
president’s men would have something R the
important than spying on teenage rendezy, L 4a
But realism was suspended when this movi ‘play
written. R,
The film introduces a new image of y ¥ Th
the president’s daughter’s personal life is like B
life is of a teen who can’t control her horm
“Chasing Liberty” is based on the p -
desires of other teens, to rebel.
Sound familiar? % fro
The movie doesn't have a good mes xby
and it fails to keep the watcher focused. | gagia . -
Other movies have tried this topic, by R
producers at least picked talented performe R G
Sex is attempted to keep the a B b
entertained, but it doesn’t succeed. Moore o E e
thought of as a sex-object and couldnt py i sh
this aspect with her role in this movie. X g si
Moore plays Anna “Liberty” Foster B o
president’s daughter who wants to hay ead
freedom so she can have sex with her boyn, &aid
Teenage sex is a great way for this actre £ res
appeal to the young girls who idolize her & can
The movie also shows running away nt :
secret vacation is also what a teen should s du:
This probably is not the right thing ende
Each aspect of the movie is predict Bnsin
Within the first minutes the viewer can g fed t
who will fall in love and how crazy Moores {he sec
act. 1 t]
Director Andy Calfic hasn't been abkjj
make a good film, yet. : or |
Luckily there is a slight amount of hop se
him because he is able to get good camera SC
and angles. He is able to show the critics 3 ot a
he has the talent. Now he just needs the ng 31t
script. . n
There is some hope for his career, very sn
but something could always happen. ep
If the audience is lucky, this movie wiy re
interrupted by a technical difficulty or 4 p :
outage and they will have to go home. ntr
Because if that doesn'thappen, the audie et
will feel obligated to stay and waste h
time. P
te:
e i
i
Dinte
For about an hour the band played. inv: 4 A
some of the members’ friends up and
the song “With Arms Outstretched,” a HHBEEK I
Kiley original. RS,
Not only did she sing with extra p .
orr

ers, but the entire audience participated
it a sing along. Lewis held the microphone &3
audience during some of her songs. '
The audience easily overpowered L
and the multiple back up singer’s voices i s
Rilo Kiley could not end the evening wh
out including a cover in its set also. It was 728
easy to pick the tune when it started, but
not take long before the audience chuckle
sung along to Sennet’s rendition of “Smgs
Irresistible” by Robert Palmer. ]
But it did not stop there. Sennct ¢
the song “Spectacular Views” with the e

the following acts still resided.

With almost a one-man band approach,
Neva Dinova performed an excellent 30-min-
ute set, but when it ended, fans were ready
forf something a little more intense. This show

on tables so everyone could see them play.

This band succeeds in entertaining new
and old fans because change is always happen-
ing. Sometimes the members sit on tables while

other times they have new guest appearance.

“Purple Rain,” by The Artist Formerly Kn

as Prince.

Lewis and Sennet even performed 4%

songs that will be on their new album.

ended Neva Dinova’s spot on the tour.
The striped clothing practically hypnotized
the audience when Tilly and the Wall walked on

stage.

A tap dancer acted like a drum set for
the evening. The band performed without a
drummer and so the dancer kept the beat of the

music going.

This time, the band had a different line-up.
Lewis, who played keyboards, guitar, and
various other instruments, also sung most of

the songs. Her voice was the perfect pitch for

be.

every song,
Rilo Kiley proved to the audience with the
first song how incredible the set was going to

The new album is expected to be outn?
spring. From what the songs sounded like
dedicated fan will love the new release.

Anyone who missed the show defi
missed a good one.

The cute and seemingly innocent |
Lewis and the quiet but brilliant Blake Ser
never fail to impress, and this show was no-
ferent.

Extraordinary Experience
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Freedom to explore your independence and strengthen your spirituality in a values-
centered environment that is focused on you

1901 S. 72" STREET. OMAHA,

ME 68124

COLLEGE OF

SAINT MARY

402-399-2405 ¢ B00D-926-5534

www.csm.edu

Central High Alumni  © #

Julie A. Frank

Mary C. Gryva
Attorneys at Law
FRANK & GRYVA P.C.
Bus: (402) 346.0847
Fax: (402) 246.5920

201 Historic Liberty Plaza
1823 Harney St.
Omaha, NE 68102




1A CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

—_—

agles beat
luejays in
ird Cage

' BY JEFF HART

hnior point guard B.J. Valentine,
ed from a serious car accident to
5 points to help the Eagles to 64-
ory against Prep in January.

dlentine transferred from Prep

ar.

did well, but I could have
etter if I wasn’t worried about
ating my injury,” Valentine said.
¢ had 16 stitches in his forehead
he cut was very jagged that left
ling very fatigued.
his game was the first time
ine had touched a basketball since
ident.

e had not practiced with the
»ut was confident.

¢ wasn’t worried about playing
e Bird Cage,” Prep’s home
bhall court, for the first time since
wster.

t's the same game, just different
" he said.

¢ played the whole second half
l-ame and shot five of eight three-
. The team and fans cheered
until the end.

lot of emotion was in the
" senior guard Cortney Grixby
vith BJ. back in the Bird Cage
k from the accident.”
rixby also helped get the win for
Jes. He put on a good show with
tic dunks, powerful blocks and
ts. Grixby also shot three out of
‘¢ throws.

w team as a whole played
id showed it could win under
ing situations and hard games.

s tough to come to Prep and
head basketball coach Eric
s said. “We won and I am happy
hat result.”

1e game started off withquickball
ient and the Eagles dominated
ts during first period. The first
ended, 21-11, Central.

ffensively and defensively, Central
ited the game.

1e second quarter slowed down
but Prep still struggled to earn

nior guard Davon White scored
his seven points during this time.
ne scored on a 20 foot three-
hot as the last seconds ticked off
ep made a quick comeback,
vas not enough to take over the
Prep senior Mike Hoarty scored
nore points for his team, which
the half. The halftime score was
‘entral.

the third quarter, Central scored
ints, three of which were from
ne. Prep scored 10 points, which
he team six points behind.

the fourth quarter, Prep was in
1 with five minutes left after two
pointers by junior Joe Temme and
nore Hank Jenkins.

en Valentine drained two back-
« three-pointers, which gave the
ck to the Eagles. Grixby scored
ints, followed by two baskets
forwards senior James Cannon
phomore Derrick Russell.

he game ended with the team’s
's finishing off the Prep starters.

t was a high intensity game,”
said. “The team really played
a whole. We knew we had to get
:arly to win and that is what won
game.”
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Junior varsity basketball coach Matt Shafer draws a play for the girls to follow against Millard South in January. Shafer said he hopes his
players learn a lot and have fun a long the way.

Coach pushes work ethic, having fun

BY JEFF HART

bl S0

be given to the girls junior varsity basketball
coach Matt Shafer because he has coached
five different sports.

“I coach because I love to teach and help
the athletes.” Shafer said. “I coach improve
their skills and work ethics.”

In the past he has coached these sports at
different high schools: soccer, tennis, football,
baseball and basketball.

He started coaching 10 years ago when
he began his teaching career.

He said the different experiences from
coaching different sports carried over to the
next sport.

All the information he has learned has
made him a well-rounded coach.

His main goals is to have a successful
practice. Schafer is a firm believer in a good
practice leads to a good game.

From his years of experience he has
learned to heavily teach the skills in practice
and challenge the players.

A main idea he wants to teach to the
athletes is to keep the same frame of mind

. “Cdach-bf all trades” is'a title that could’

and intensity if the team loses or not. He said
a loss should never affect the playing ability of
the whole team. = il

Junior Darcy Rutherford said she thinks
he is an excellent coach because he treats the
athletes with respects.

She said he always boosts up the players
and makes them feel confident.

Rutherford said she likes how he doesn't
show favorites on the team.

She said this helps the players learn how
to play and increase their talents.

. A goal for Shafer is to help the girls junior
varsity (JV) basketball team any way he can.

In the past he coached a different schools’
teams and he wanted to coach at Central.

“I have coached both boys and girls in
many sports,” Shafer said.

Out of boys and girls, he said he enjoys
coaching girls more because they listen to his
advice and usually follow through with it.

This year is his most successful year for
the team he is coaching.

He led the girls JV basketball team to a
victory at the holiday tournament. Earning
the girls the championship title.

This is one of his first awards in his

coaching career.

“This team works together very well and
is orie of the Miost athleti¢ teams'l have ever
coached,” Shafer said. "These girls are going
to find a lot of success in the future.”

He said he thinks this year will end with
very prestigious awards and victories for the
team.

The players want to show throughout
the season that they have the skills to win a
lot of games.

“They play with a lot of confidence and
have shown they can pull off anything in the
future,” he said.

He said coaching made him a better
teacher. He didn’t decide to be a teacher until
he was in college and started coaching his
younger brothers” summer baseball team.

After this experience he discovered he
really wanted to teach and coach.

“Coaching that summer baseball team
made me change my major and made me a
coach,” he said.

He said the summer changed everything
he wanted to do he can't imagine what he
would be doing now without his passions,
coaching and teaching.

Coach starts new

security position

BY JOHN KENDALL

Central boys basketball assistant coach Herb Welling
continues to strive to make a national name for the team
and bring his work and passion together after transferring
from Northwest High School to the Central security
staff.

“We always want to win the
State tournament,” Welling said.
“That is always our goal.”

The farthest the team has ever
gone is the State semi-finals. The last
two years it has reached State, only
to lose during the quarter-finals,
The team has not won the title since
1975.

The coaches and teams mission
is to aim for the top and keep it
there.

“We want to get to that level
and maintain it,” he said. “We want to earn our ratings.”

Welling said the renovations made it a lot easier to
create a skilled and strong team. The new weight room is
the best he has seen at any high school.

“We are also at a school that breeds success,” he
said.

The Central basketball team has won a majority of
its games this season and though it is good, Welling said
there is always room for improvement. He said he thinks
the team will become better as the years continue because
the program is very well established.

The key is to just keep the team focused and it helps
that the staff and students get along well, he said.

The coaches care about the members of the team
and try to help them in any way possible, which he said
is uncommon among high school coaches. They go so far
as to try their best to get every senior as many scholarship
opportunities as possible.

Welling has been coaching at Central for three years
and 25 years all together. He coached at Ralston for a few
years in the early '90s, and also co-founded the Omaha
Cardinals for about 12 years.

Sophomore Andre Mcintyre has known Welling
since the fourth grade. He said he has not known him
personally, but he has played on teams that have played
against other teams coached by him.

Mclntyre said he believes the team is having a good
season so far, and rhc}' just want to keep its success
rolling.

“He's a good coach,” he said. “He knows a lot about
basketball.”

Welling started coaching through head basketball
coach and his friend, Eric Behrens. He said they both have
the love of basketball and kids. When Behrens got the job
as head coach, Welling was hired along with him.

“I've always been a basketball junkie,” Welling said.

He started coaching at Five-Star Basketball Camp 18
years ago. It is a camp where coaches are taught better
coaching skills as well as training athletes. Welling said
roughly 250 coaches who came out of the camp went on
to coaching at a college level and about 25 coaches went
so far as the National Basketball Association (NBA).

“I've worked with those kind of people for the past
20 years,” he said, “as well as many pro players.”

Aside from coaching, Welling works as a security
aide. Up until recently, he has worked at Northwest.

He had worked at Northwest for the past five years.
After Charles Williams left, who is also a friend of his, he
saw it as an opportunity to bring his work and passion
closer together.

“It put me in an awkward position being in two
places,” Welling said. “This way I don’t have to travel as
much.”

He chose to work security in high schools because he
wanted to work during the day, as well as work with high
school teenagers.

“I never wanted to leave high school,” Welling said.
“High school was my favorite time of my life.”

He found Central was a good choice to work at
anyway, considering he knew almost all of the other
security there. His daughter graduated from Central in

1998, so he was familiar with the school as well. Security
aide Frank Zavorka showed Welling around the school
when he joined the staff.

Welling goes to him or any of the other security
staff, and ask for a little help when he needs it. As with
any school, the security policies at Central a bit different
from Northwest, but the fact Welling came from another
school gave him a bit of an upper hand.

“He is good with the students and he knows how to
handle situations,” Zavorka said.

WELLING

restler breaks tradition, wins first in heavyweight class

BYMARIAH BIANCHINI

‘nior Kendall Dorsey did it.

¢ broke the chain of years since a
eight had won first place in wrestling.

¢ won the high ranking at the Metro
ment.

has been 15 years since a Central wrestler
1s award.

etro, referred to as “mini state,” is the
tournament among Omaha Public
s wrestling teams.

orsey won all three of the matches. The
€ went into overtime.

verall his record is 10-2.

he Ralston Tournament was also a win.

Dorsey said he also took third place at the Tri-
Center tournament.

“I just practiced hard with my coaches and
my team to prepare for this,” Dorsey said.

Head wrestling coach Jimmie-Foster said
he attributes his success to being so athletic and
dedicated.

“Dorsey is very athletic for a heavyweight,”
Foster said. “His cardiovascular is fairly good and
overall is in good shape.”

The team’s performance as a whole is what
matters most to Dorsey. ¢

He said he tries not to think about himself
and how well he does as much. Instead stresses
and works for team unity

“As a team we are a unit,” he said. “We are

always joking and kidding around.We are one
big happy family.”

Foster describes Dorsey as a team leader.

He said he tries to keep all of the wrestlers
happy and confident, even if they are not winning
the matches.

Dorsey said watching his
wrestle.

Since he is in the heavyweight class he
typically wrestles last. He thrives off of watching
his teammates wrestle.

“When they win, it pumps me up,” he said.
“When they lose it makes me want to get out
there and wrestle harder.”

Dorsey said he likes it when other wrestlers
show leadership qualities.

leammates

“Terrance (Smith) and Cavin Cooper, they
are all good, too,” he said. “It is about the entire
team.”

This is Dorsey’s second year with Central.

“I wish he would have started asa freshman,”
Foster said.

He started wrestling with the North Omaha
Bear's Club.

Last year he qualified for State but did not
rank. This year he has higher expectations.

Dorsey’s ultimate goal is to help his
teammates win and have the wrestlers focus
more on listening to the coaches’ advice.

“Coach Foster is one of the coolest and best
coaches in the state,” Dorsey said. “Even the
volunteer coaches are great.”

Dorsey expects to keep wrestling in college,
but hasn't decided on where he wants to go.

He said he plans on deciding after the
wrestling season. He also plays football in the
fall and is in track in the spring. Wrestling is his
prime focus though.

“I go to the YMCA on the weekends to lift
and run. I have to keep in shape.” Dorsey said.

He said he thinks to himself to wrestle with
his fullest abilities and never hold back.

Foster sees a good chance that Dorsey will
go to State.

“I want to win everything,” Foster said.

Some say the team is on its way.

To get to State, Dorsey must place in the
top four of his weight class at districts.

What do I know about me

I know
my best is
yet to come. @

¢ abstinence information

* emergency contraception
* birth control * condoms

¢ pregnancy tests
Talk to us in confidence.
With confidence.
a Planned Parenthood
of Nebraska & Council Bluffs www.teenwire.com

Teen services:

Best Wishes To
Central Seniors
of 2003-04

Have a Great and
Successful Year in
Everything You Do!

From a Central Alumnus

. The Perfect Place for Unique Gifts!

,I'.' merchandise for all

Your source for
original
hard-to-find

occasions.

New
Merchandise
Everyday!

1018
Howard St.
Omaha,NE

68102

Center Councll ' Center Dodge Cen NW Center SW Center

P404 Ames Ave 1604 zn?:ﬁn 4610 ooq.u;: 3341 N 107th St 53105 139th Plz
Umaha Councll Bluffs Omaha Omaha Omaha
55-2121 322-6650 554-1040 496-0088 894-9006

342-2972
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enior orally
commits to
Cornhuskers

BY JEFF HART

Senior Cortney Grixby, the fifth best
cornerback in the nation, chose NU over
Notre Dame,

| chose what my heart wanted,” Grixby

said

After two and a half years and over 20
schools, he has been getting offers to play
football and possibly basketball.

Grixby informally
visited Lincoln at the
beginning of January,
where he met the new
coaches and trainers.

He said he
received many
compliments on his
playing ability.

He left the
campus fairly confident
with what he had just
experienced.

“On my first visit
I met all the academic counselors and most
of the teachers 1 would have,” Grixby said.

But | needed another visit to meet the new
coaching staff’ and get familiar with the new

Grixhy

system of [}11[1};.‘;.”

Head football coach Joe McMenamin
said Grixby had called him on Jan. 24, and
told McMenamin he made his decision.

Cortney really likes the coaches,”
McMenamin said. “He probably would have
picked Nebraska in December if the old staff
would have \[.1_\111.”

McMenamin  said during the time
Nebraska didn't have a coach, Grixby had
other college recruiters talking to him.

He said it caused Grixby to start
questioning if he wanted to go to Nebraska.

| had doubts,” Grixby said. “My doubts
were lifted when I was the first prospect to be
visited by Bill Callahan after he was hired.”

Grixby said Callahan impressed him and
erased all the doubts he had about Nebraska.
He said he felt like he made the best choice
he could have.

Callahan and Blake both
wanted 1o visit me to make me feel
the other coaches,” he

"Cr l.l(]u'\'
comfortable with
said

After meeting the coaches he said he
really could tell they would get along next
season

“1 had my heart set on Nebraska,” he
\dh]

The coaches were important to him, but
it really was one thing he wanted in college.
He knew a good coach would have been
selected in time.

“Coaches are a plus,” he said. “The firing
really told me Nebraska wanted to win.”

He said he is looking forward to the
college life at NU. He didn't always want to
g0 to Nebraska because he wanted to keep an
open mind to other programs.

“My family and friends did not pressure
me to make my decision,” he said. "It was
also just a rare chance that I chose the same
school as my brother.”

He is planning to be a walk-on basketball
player and said his scholarship will not be
affected.

“l originally wanted to play basketball at
Syracuse. but people change over time,” he
said. "Offers were given to me and [ excepted
them.”

Head Central basketball coach Eric
Behrens said Grixby would do well in college
baskethall.

‘He has the tools to be successful,”
Behrens said.

Alumnus honored for football achievements by friends, coache

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER
Gale Sayers signs autographs at the Omaha Press Club
where he was congratulated for his achievements in foot-

ball.

O

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2004

PORT

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL REGISTER

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN /I

Social studies teacher Scott Wilson will be the new girls varsity softball coach starting next season. Wilson, who used to be the assistant coach, said he expects next season to be jus!
cessful as when former head varsity coach Kerri Murtaugh ran the show.

Wilson is new varsity softhall coac!

BY JOHN KENDALL

The girls varsity softball team has social
studies teacher Scott Wilson as its new head
coach.

He said he feels the pressure is on to
measure up to his recently resigned predecessor,
Kerri Murtaugh.

“It’s like going on stage after the Beatles,”
Wilson said.

Six months ago is when Wilson said he
knew Murtaugh was going to resign. He didn't
know athletic director Paul Pennington was
going to have him be head coach.

Wilson said Murtaugh announced the
news to the team after its last game, which was
around the middle of October. He knew he had
the job on Dec. 31.

He said several of the girls asked if he was
going to be the new coach.
~ “All I could say is that I was applying for
it,” he said.

Wilson got started with coaching the
softball team five years ago when Murtaugh
asked him if he wanted to coach junior varsity.

“Kerri and I have known each other since
junior high,” he said.

At this point, Wilson was replacing the
previous coach before him, social studies
teacher Lisa Donahoe, who left because she

said.

was having a child.

“It’s turned out to be one of the most
rewarding experiences in my career,” he said.
“The girls are just awesome.”

Kerri Murtaugh said she had coached the
varsity softball team for seven years.

“T just wanted to focus more on my
family,” Murtaugh said. “Coaching is a huge
time commitment.”

Murtaugh said she knew at the beginning
of this year's season it would be her final year
coaching. She said she didn't want to tell the
team so the girls would be able to keep their
focus on the game.

When she told the girls she was resigning
they were a little shocked and disappointed,
but seemed a little more easy-going when they
figured Wilson would still be involved.

“It’s a big support thing for them to know
someone they knew would be in charge,” she

Murtaugh said she was expecting Wilson
to get the position.

He has the experience with the team, and
when she resigned his name was brought up
when talking to Pennington.

She said she can understand the pressure
Wilson might be feeling, but believes he will be
able to handle it.

“Every year is different. 1 think the girls

will respond well for him, and perform the best
they can,” Murtaugh said. “T think he’ll do a
good job.”

Junior Allison Rutherford, an outfielder
on the team, has no doubts about Wilson's
coaching abilities.

“He'll do a pretty good job,” she said.
“He’s been coaching for a while. and he knows
how to work with girls.”

said,

She also said he is someone who will know
what he is talking about.

He said he coached baseball here at Central
for four years and one year at Burke.

He has coached summer teams for two
years as a hitting coach for a team called the
Echoes. Also, he coached his own team which
had some former Central students on it, called
the Ducks.

Rutherford said it was hard on the team to
hear of Murtaugh’s resignation and many girls
cried.

“I didn't know how to react 1o her telling
us that. I was speechless,” she said. “She's going
to be missed.”

Pennington  said he did not know
Murtaugh was resigning until less than a week
after the softball season was over when she sent
him her letter.

He said it was better to know sooner than
at the end of the school year.

said.

” : i .o
Central administration and TAC ol
come to an agreement on Wilson

him,

“Softball starts before school st
“so we need to know before schor

we have enough time 1o find a replac

Pennington said Murtaugh g

administration plenty of time in ordc
to happen. It always isn't the case witl
coaches.

He said when he and Murtaug

about her resignation, Wilson camu
possible replacement.

Murtaugh gave him a very

recommendation, stating his achieveni
abilities to work well with the team, Pem

With this recommendation he

considered Wilson as the new head
but he couldn’t make the decision on
because of policies.

It was then Pennington and I

Jerry Bexten talked about the applicas

)

then discussed it with Human Rest
the Teacher’s Administrative Center
come to a final decision.

Pennington said it did not take

He had the experience with the tc

is just a qualified leader overall.

“He cares about them, and theyv cart
" Pennington said.

BY JEFF HART

Alumnus and hall of fame football
player Gale Sayers attended the Omaha Press
Club Jan, 17 for a ceremony honoring his
achievements.

He said he enjoyed being remembered
for what he has done during his life.

Sayers, who graduated from Central in

of a football player from I-Back High.

Sayers said he has never taken credit
for many of his achievements in life. He said
he believes he is just a simple man who was
blessed with talent.

“I had a God-given gift that’s all,” Sayers
said.

Sayers was an all-state track and football

won the Rookie of the Year award. He set
many rookie running back records, many of
which still exist today.

“I had success for a while until 1 got
injured,” he said.

Sayers’s career turned in 1967 when he
injured his knee and it shortened his career.

“1 felt bad for a while,” he said, "but

1961, was commemorated for his life-long
achievements by other Nebraska legions
and people from his past like: Tom Osborne,
tormer Nebraska head coach; Fred Abboud,
who coached his middle school midget
football team; and Roger Sayers, his brother.

Over 250 people attended the dinner.
Principal Jerry Bexten and head football
coach Joe McMenamin were also some of his
guests.

McMenamin said he is proud for Sayers
and he shows how the athletic department at
Central shines.

“Students are proud to walk the same
halls that Sayers did,” McMenamin said. "He
has brought a lot of pride to Central.”

The accomplishments made
impacted Central’s reputation and attention
to the athletes attending the
McMenamin said.

Sayers
school
"He is one of the greatest recruits in

Nebraska history,” he said.
He said Sayers produced the first image

player at Central. He led the Eagles to a state
championship in 1961 and was one of the top
recruits in the state.

Kansas University recruited him, which
made a lot of Nebraska fans mad at the
time.

Kansas recruiters offered him a full-ride
scholarship and he accepted the offer

Sayers said Nebraska wasn't a good team
and didn’t really offer him a chance to get his
name out. Kansas had also just won the Big
Eight ritle.

“I wanted to go to a school in which |
would both play and win at,” he said.

He said the choice didn't bother him and
the reaction of the Nebraska fans. He knew
the talent he had would be useful at Kansas.

“Thad a lot of success at Kansas,” he said.
“I was a two time All-American and became a
number one draft pick in 1965, by the Kansas
City Chiefs, but | ended up becoming a
Chicago Bear.”

The Chicago Bears made his name
famous, he said. During his first season he

football is not a career, it is stopping off point
in life.”

Sayers went back to school to finish
his degree and got his masters in 1976 in
education.

Five years later he started his computer
company, which is still very successful today.
He said it has lasted for over 23 years.

He said he was very surprised when
he was elected to the hall of fame in 1977
because he was the youngest player to have
been elected. He was 34,

“I had only played in 68 ball games and
the rest of the players in the hall average at
least ten years (of games),” he said. “1 must
have impressed them in my short time in the
lime light.” -

Sayers has looked at the game of football
in a whole new way since he retired and is
starting to dislike the antics of the game
today

He said teams have wurned from great
all-around teams to one-man-shows.

“The game is the same,” he said. “They

still have the blocks and tackles an
score touchdowns, but there 1s
‘me’ in team today.”

He said the money in the gan
love of the game is being lost
He said officials and coaches of
crack down on the problems
game.

“You play to be the best,” h
to make the most money or ¢a
publicity.”

He wished he had manm

opportunities that exist for players (¢

He said he also wished he wi
received his degree on ume,
getting it many years later,

“I am proud that athletes lik

Green went back to school and got e

even though he really didn't need i
money he is making,” Sayers said

He said education is more 11

than tootball.

Sayers said his career was th
could have done, but he didn't quitt
of his gu.ll\

‘I never played in a Super B
never had a chance at the utle,” he

He won everything that he cou
his pro career, including the Rooki
Year, Comeback Player of the Yea
time all-star, but he said he would v
his awards for one chance at the Sup

-




