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Boys take first games with pride. New album releases and reviews. 
See Basketball. PAGE 12 Sec R<vicw,. PAGE 10 

GRAFFITI OFFENSE: PENALTIES 
BY KATIE BACKMAN' One of his friends did three months of probation 

and 10 hours of community service. At the time, 
Kendall said he didn't know the same punishment was 
offered to him as well. 

16 will be charged with a misdemeanor and receive a 
ticket. 

*Name changed to protect identity, 

School: For the first 

offe nse guardians are 

contacted, secondly 

a student receives an 

in-school suspension. 

State: Court hearings 

are held to determine 

the fees for the de

struction of- property. 

It's char~eCl as misde

After tagging buildings and trains with the name 

of his graffiti crew. senior AJ. Kendall went home to 
find two men tearing through his room. . . 

: ',"' .. Th.ey W\!re Omaha Poliee. Department offi~er~. 
. They were 10Q,~41g to prove he ' w~s ' resptJn~l ble for ' 

" Y sotpe graflirr · i1fl'.!1.m~ t0w.n, ., 
: ' :'My rtltJtt1· called me home early." Kendall said. 

"When I saw the cops in my room, I got butterflies in 
my stomach because I knew why they were there." 

"I was charged with destruction of property," 
Kendall said. 

After his probation was up, he made a goal to 
keep out of trouble. He said now the police are trying 
to fipdthe crew he was involved with in the past. They 

q4!t Ihem~!Vfs t"~ w..because -t h~-y~~a,p . ~njz;ed 

group~ but do not consider .. themselves to be a gang. 

If the person is 16 or older, he has to have a court 
hearing with a judge deciding on his sentence. 

"The penalties the person could receive range 
from helping clean up the graffiti. paying a fine. 
probation or jail time." Donlan said. 

. In some cases if the graffiti was on residential 

property. he said the homeowners often don't want 
the cdfrtinaJ ~g back-U? , GI,~iJ lhe 8ta$tt .. 

"Graffiti is a ~struction of property and is cited 
as that when people go in front of a judge." he said .. 
"If people draw hearts on lockers. it still damages the 
property. but usually isn't gang related so it won't have 
the same charges as gang· related graffiti ." 

~i na l of

fense is 

reassign

llJent or 

<?xpul
'; 0[1 , 

meanor and 

can result in 

proba-

tion 

or jail 

time. 

When the officers fouod the evidence, he then 

had four months of probation when he was only a 
freshman. His mother didn't punish him because 
he had court hearings. fees and probation due to his 

graffiti. 
The court fees were $45 and there was a $100 fine 

for the graffiti, 

Kendall said gangs commit violent acts, but crews 
do not. He said his crew would never cover up another 
crew's tag because it is disrespectful. . . 

Tags are labels for each different graffiti crew. It is 
like the group's signarure. 

"I haven't done graffiti recently because it is pretty 
risky," he said. 

Freshman Talia Duffer said she thinks, graffiti is 
a problem at school and more should be done to stop 

it. She said she thinks graffiti can be offensive and is 
Omaha Police officer Kevin Donlan, of the gang 

intelligence unit, said people who are younger than Clmtinued to GRAFFITI on Page 4 

School mourns death of teacher 
who loses struggle with disease 

BY KATIE BACKMA~ 

Technology instructor Peggy ' Wheeler 
went to the hospital in May to stan treatments 
for liver cancer. She died after a long battle on 
Nov. 23. She was 37. 

Pathways teacher Cindy Thompsen was 
one of Wheeler's close friends, Thompsen 
started teaching six years ago and said 
Wheeler was the one who helped her adjust 

to Central her first year. 
The liver cancer was discovered in April. 

Thompsen said Wheeler didn't want to hide 
her disease from the staff bccause she would 
soon be unde rgoing surgery. 

was willing to be a genie pig for the doctors 
because it was a rare form of liver cancer." 

Wheeler donated her body to science. 
Thompsen said she would send a card to 

her in the hospital every week, but she only 
wrote back once. Wheeler wasn't really in a 
good enough condition to respond. 

Alumnus Jason Goossen said when he 
heard of her passing he wrote a memoir 
about her but , he was out of town during her 
services. His letter was read at the memorial in 
the courtyard. He said he was very surprised 
about the siruation and will miss her. 

"J talked to her a little through e·mails 
while I have been at college," Goossen said. 
"She was always a nice and approachable 
person." 

PHOTO BY ROB HUlmRlREGIST£R 

Amelia Peterson (LEFT) and Melinda Meyers listen to a speech in Dr. Jurgen Shawver's English class. Juniors have already taken two practice 

Referenced Tests (CRTs). The state-graded test will be taken in February, 

Wheeler's mother Betty Aufenkamp said 
the surgery removed parts of her pancreas, 
her entire spleen and gall bladder in hopes of 
stopping the infection, 

Complications occurred and she was 
taken off the transplant list because infections, 
Thompsen sa id, 

One of Wheeler's best friends who she 
had in high school began sending e-mails out 
to her other friends. 

Thompsen said she remembers the friend 
telling her she wanted her to cherish the last 
memory she had before the disease weakened 
her health and changed her appearance. ntral passes state standards, fails federal 

tandardized testing 

med unfair for use 

measuring progress. 

BY DA~IELLE WELTY 

( :ha ndler Sanders is only II. but she already 
, she wants to go to Central. 
l 'nforrunately, by the time shc's a freshman 
huul she aspires to attend may be on the 

I" hecoming a private or charter school. 

I",tructional Research Manager Wanda 
said this is because if Central. along 

,II! other secondary Omaha Public Schools 
, cuntinuc to produce scores on Criterion 

Referenced Tests (CRTs) that do not meet 
the federal government's requirements. the 
school will be reprimanded for the srudents low 
performance, This may evenrually lead to the 
majority of staff members being fired and either 
a business, private school or the state taking over 

the school. 
The CRT tests every srudent takes as a junior 

are given to the state and the federal government 
to score and then give an assessment on how 
the schools are performing. Disappointingly. 
many srudents who take the CRTs don't try their 

ha rdest because they do not see how the tests 
affect them, 

Junior Robert Herman said when taking 
. CRTs he isn't concerned about the score he gets 
because he will have graduated nearly a decade 
before anything serious happens to Central as a 

result of the low test scores, 
"Those tests are horrible" he said. "[ don't 

just fill in random answers like some people do. 
but if [ don't get a question the first time, I'll 
just guess and move on so I can get the test over 

with." 
Central passed the state level of testing. 

scoring all exemplary and a very good. both of 
which are higher than the average state standards. 
But srudents did not fare as well when it came to 
Adequate Yearly Process (AYP) through which the 
federal government holds schools accountable, 

Srudents are scored all these tests not on a 

scale of 1·5. but by ratings of advanced. proficient. 

progressing and beginning. 
To meet or pass the AYP standards, 66 

Continued to TESTING on Page 5 

"From what [ heard they couldn't get the 
infections under control ," she said. 

Aufenkamp said only family members 
could visit her while she was in the hospital. 
Sometimes, depending how she felt. the 
visitors had to wear robes to be sanitary, 

"Her body went haywire and she was 
taken off the transplant list," she said. 

Her parents, husband and her new 
baby Phoebe visited Wheeler during her 
treatments. Aufenkamp said she could tell 
Wheeler and her husband adored each other, 

Her baby was born October, 1 2002 

before she was diagnosed with cancer, She 
remembers Wheeler loving her new baby 
daugh ter as much as she could each day 

During May she was in and out in the 
hospital. In June she stayed in the hospital up 
until her death. 

"The last time I saw her (at school) was at 
the end of May, " Thompsen said. "We hugged 
each other and I began praying for her. I 
would never see her again, She told me she 

"Her laugh." Thompsen said, "She had 

this laugh that I can still hear echoing today." 
The memories of her six·year friendship 

are what now matter most to her, Thompsen 

said she learned a lot from Wheeler. 
Sbe said the friendship was very close 

because in the beginning of Thompsen's 
career, they spent six periods a day teaching 
together. She remembers her being a very 
intelligent person with deep conversations, 

"We would always talk." she said. "Those 
philosophical talks I will really miss." 

She said Wheeler would spend time on 
the Internet looking for new curriculum ideas 
or purchasing presents for her family, 

Wheeler began teaching at South High 
School. but shortly after sbe transferred to 
CentraL Not only did she teach in the business 
and English departments here for 15 years, 

Continued to WHEELER on Page 3 
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Club formed 

to entertain 

bored students 
BY BRIAN LEE 

Members of the new Hacky Sack 
Club meet tn the new gym where 
sponsor Deron Larson and 16' srudents 
enjoy their hobby. 

He and the members all unify 
around this unorganized sport and have 
fun playing it before schooL 

"Enough kids seemed like they 
were interested in it," Larson said. 

lozano 

"They had no 
ou tlet for it." 

Larson has 
morning duty 
outside on the 
three·side , and 
remembers 
having to 
frequently ask 
students w stop 

playing. 
After he and 

his friends had 
been confronted 

by Larson several times, freshman Eric 
Lozano suggested they start up a club 
so that they could play without getting 
into trouble. 

"It's is really cool," Lozano said. 
"We have a cool teacher that loves to 
hacky sack as much as we do." 

Larson said there is a definite sort 
of fellowship in this new club and what 
it does. 

The club is now considering having 
T·shirts made. 

'1\.s a teacher, it's just getting up 
earlier to get to school," Larson said. "J 

don't mind it though. ] enjoy what we 
do and the kids make it a lot of fun. " 

Members seek 

to recognize 

good teachers 
BY JEFF HART 

Furure Educators of America 
(FEA) have started a new event at 
Central called Fearure Teacher. 

"It is a great way for the srudents 

of Central High to appreciate the 
teachers they have," dub sponsor Ellen 
Plath said. 

She said the Fearure Teacher 
event will present teachers' . names 

" dul'ing ' "«murning 

announce'ments 

Plath 

with a brief 
summary about 
the staff member. 

"The group is 

very excited about 
this," she said. 
"They feel that 

they are finally 

paying back the 
teachers for , all 

their hard work 
and determination 
to their srudents." 

She said the teacher who is being 

reCOgnized would receive a small gift 
from the club. 

Teachers fill our a form to be 
nominated. 

"I didn't want to force anyone into 
doing it," she said, HI think some people 

wouldn't want to participate." 

She said after the teachers rurned 
in their forms. All the forms were put in 
a pile and once a week the club will pick 
ou t one the forms. 

The teacher would get the pleasure 
of haVing the presentation done for 
them. 

The idea had been brought forth 

by the club and has been going fairly 
well. 

She said the FEA has also attended 
a Leadership conference at University 
Nebraska of Omaha. 

"I t was a grea t way for the 

members of the club to get to know 
others srudents from other schools, and 
to get familiar with the workings of the 
club," she said. 

The conference included 

workshops on how to become a steadier 
leader and how to use skills in everyday 
life . 

She said it was very fun and helpful 
to the srudents who went. 

"( think they learned and had a 

great time," she said. 
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PHOTO BY ROB HUNTERIREGISTER 

Senior Jordan Jacobs presents the colors at a recent basketball game. Being a senior cadet in ROTC, she earned an award for staying dedicated to her title 

and earning achievement in the classroom. 

Senior earns high-rank award for ROTC, academics 
BY MARIAH BIANCHINI well as trains them how to do their jobs. ROTC has played a huge role in Jacobs's love for 

" I t sounds corny, but one day I was reading service and leadership abilities. 
All her hard work finally paid off when senior a story about a girl who volunteers in 'Chicken "[ knew personally that [ would get a lot more 

Jordan Jacobs was awarded the Legion of Valor Soup for the Soul' and I told my mom about it. She out of ROTC than music or gym," she said. 
Bronze Cross for Achievement Award. suggested that (starr volunteering at Immanual. " Jacobs said ~he was amazed at the diversity of 

This prestigious award is given to one out of Jacobs said her preferred place to volunteer at things she was taught and how they pertained to 
every 4000 senior cadets. This year Jacobs was selected the hospital is the Child Development Center. every day. 

as one of the 23. Factors considered in selection are HI like to help people and to know it is making "We learn about American history, in relation 
Class Rank, ROTC rank, academics, leadership and an impact on their lives," she said. "Especially at the tot he military tactics," she said. "My third year I was 

community involvement. hospital, knowing [ am making a sick persons feel certified in CPR and throughout I have been taught 
Lt. Col. Mike Melvin was allowed to nominate better for a day is nice." First Aid." 

one senior cadet, in this case he chose Jacobs. She Jaochs is also involved with Key Club as the co· Jacobs was even taught marksmanship. 
then collected letters of recommendation. secretary. Key Club is another volunteering group. "Did you know Central has a rifle range?" She 

These along with her resume and the fact that Between her volunteering at the hospital and Key asked. 

she was 40th in her class at the time and in the top Club Jordan is able to meet her requirements for After high school she wants to major in 
1-0 percent of her ROTC class were aJ I considered in '.' NatfoYi:ilHonors SOCi'ety. · ., ... , '- ' . . ' . ps y ch 6 Ib~y'md takt! preWied cout'ses :Sh-e-is sure she--· 
the seleCtioh'. . ., , '" " , I Furure Business Leaders of A'rfJe'flC'!{lfs ' ~Hothe ' t I . * ~ ~ £l N~ Beco\lle an ~ hg s tHemil6gist. Her' esi . to 

Jacobs is very involved with vo lu~t eering both activity J a~obs is involved in. She spends the year work in the medical field started at a young age. 
inside and outside of school. preparing for competitions and collection and service "Here is a little known story about me," she 

She volunteers at Immanual Hospital where projects. said. "When [ was a little kid, ( picked up one of my 
she, along with another person, are supervisors of Jacobs has been involved with Tae Kwon Do for mother's baby books laying around. 1 opened it up 

all of the volunteering staff. ten years. She recently earned her hlack belt and also and pointed to a fetus and told my mom that ( was 
She assigns the other volunteers positions as is an assistant instructor at the YMCA. not scared of that. " 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

23-31 (THURS.- WED) HOLIDAY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
The varsity boys and girls basketball team competes against high schools from the surrounding area. The tournament is officially over 

onJan, 3, with the announcement of the champion. 

5 (MON.) STUDENTS RETURN FROM WINTER RECESS 
Students have one week of school before finals. Projects and in-class themes are usually collected or aSSigned during this hectic time 

of the year. 

6 (TUES.) ATHLETIC BOOSTERS MEETING 
The athletic boosters will meet to discuss the financial issues of the athletics at this school. The meeting is scheduled for 7 p,m. 

12-14 (MON.-WED.) FINAL EXAMS 
Final exams for the semester will be held Mon.-Wed, of this week. Students will take exams in all of their core and elective classes to 

determine their final grade. 

20 (TUES.) SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS 
The second semester will begin on this day. This is the marks the halfway point of the year. 

. Teens join c 

to help pre v 
poor judge 

After the death of 

Incontro by a drunk driver 
year, many friends of hers 
SADD (Srudents Against 

Decisions) in her memory with 

of preventing furure s i mil ~r death, 
This year the club attendee 

drug-free walk., which touk 

downtown. 
Club treasurer junior 

DeWitt thought it was very 

attend and that it was for a good 

"The walk really helps gel 

message across:: DeWitt said . "[ 

particularly since I'm against 

drinking and always ' discouraging 
friends (from drinking)." 

Club members read drunk 

statistics over the intercom last 

plans to do the same thing 

upcoming months. 
Junior Mindy Sotello is 

this opporrunity in which ,he is 

the chance to spread awareness 
dangers of drunk driving and 

decisions that can harm both 

and others. 
The members said they are 

appreciative of this chance 

"We can reach a lot or 

by doing this," Sotello said. 

everyone hears the 

and hopefully the message gtl' 
Members of the SADD Club 

plans to speak to middle scho,,1 

about the horrors of drugs and 

Students ra' 
concerns for 

animal safe 
BY BRIAN LEE 

Raising awareness of 

issues in society and providic,lC 
knowledge regarding animal 
and other such cruelties are 

the issues discussed at meeting; 
Central High Education for Il.e 

Treatment of Animals 

Club. 
' CBEETA' dl'i)) s" clnsor C . 

r l , f 'I"I! ~! 'rT OI r ( f( ?1l ' I C 

Kennedy started the club last WJ: 

there are currently 25 memlwr, 

club. 
"There is a 

very close lirtk 
between human 

abuse and animal 
abuse," Kennedy 
said. "That's 

one goal that we 
would like to raise 

consciousness of 
this year:: 

Members 
frequently have 

guest speakers 
come in and the club takes ti eU 

every so often, 

Speakers who have comt' !11' 

this year and last year have 
veterinarians, a vegetarian 
member of the Red Cross [, r;: 

for animals, and a represenL1[l\c . 

the Raptor Rescue and Rel1.l ri 
Center. 

Senior Kelsey Gotch is the 
and junior Tayla Henderson i, , 
president. 

"We try to educate peoFlc 
animals," Gotch said. "We are 11<'1 

to lecrure them but just to edu 
wildlife." 

CHEETA members recently 
a field trip to the Henry Dooriy 

Imax Theater to see a video foc I 

tigers in the wild. 
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CONSIDERING A LAW CAREER? 

Try Teen Court 

Or 

Free Engraving on 
Trophies! 

Serving 
Omaha for Over 

25 Years 
ARE YOU READ 

A Law Explorer Post 

' I- I ' 

( ! ' ' . ct ~ . ~ 

Call Stephanie Ball for more information at 431-9272 

Sponsored by Fraser Stryker Law Firm 

409 South 17th Omaha, NE 68102 
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A Look 
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numerous 

pre-professional 

programs. 

I 
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" PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMANJREGlmR 
y Wheel~r s mother Betty Aufenkamp baby-sits Wheeler's daughter, Pheobe, while Daniel Wheeler works during the day. Aufenkamp said she can see a lot of her own daughter's physical traits 
eobe which she uses as a comfort. 

'WHEELER' CONnNUED FROM PAGE 1 

riends remember teacher's love of family 
, he was a graduate, too, 

Prin cipal Jerry Bexten said regardless of how 
people knew her, they would realize 

was a nice and happy person. He 
she will be deeply missed at school 

.luse she created many friendships 

h faculty and students throughout 

\ e.l rs . 
. Thompsen said she was always a 

caring person. 
"She was a great mentor, and I 

te ll she was an excellent person 

,.;reat fami ly," she said . 

Thinking back to her teaching 

adults not children. 

He also thought she was always an 
approachable person if he had to talk 
to her about anything. 

"Her class was never boring 
because she was so creative ," he said. 
"She was one of my favorite teacher 
and I think she was just as good at 
being a mother, daughter and wife." 

Assistant principal Paul Semrad 
said he remembers her to be a very 
caring and loved teacher. 

thods, Goossen said Wheeler's 

were always enjoyable and his 
lor vear he was an extern for her. 

He remembers when he taught 
her years before and she was always 
an avid reader and writer. Wheeler 

He developed a lot of hiStory and 
good memories with Wheeler, especially once she 
became a teacher at school. II~ said he thought her teaching style was 

. la id back and she would talk to srudents as "It was a tragedy," Semrad said. "I thought 

she was a great person and she will be missed." 
Senior Stephanie Hatch said she was always 

entertained in Wheeler's computer graphics class. 
During the school year she knew Wheeler was 
missing a lot of school because she had cancer. 

"She was always just a fun person to be 
around," she said. 

Hatch said last year Wheeler told the srudents 
she should have five more years to live. 

When she heard the news of her death, she 
knew she would miss her because Wheeler was 
always a nice woman to be around. 

Central's faculty responded to the sad loss 
with a positive sense of hope. Thompsen started a 
fund to plant a tree in memory of her friend and 
mentor. 

Faculty and students donated $1 ,000 to pay 
for the tree . 

A memorial plaque will also be purchased. 

"We didn't expect that much money, so we are 
going to dedicate a plaque to her, too," Thompsen 

said . "It is our memory of her that will live on and 
it is also a tree because I remember she loved the 
outdoors so much." 

Aufenkamp said a scholarship and donations 
to liver cancer research also started at school. 

Daniel Wheeler, her husband of 15 years, 
said he was impressed with everything people 
have done to honor the memory of his wife. 

He said he was tou ched by a teacher reading 
at the memorial service at school and by the 

caring shown to him by so many of her family 
members and medical personnel. 

He said he is glad there was a ceremony at 
school to where she dedicated a lot of her time. 

"She was born a teacher," he said. "Teach ing 
was very important to her. Everything the school 
did for her was so wonderful." 

tudent plans to donate hair to foundation for wigs for children 
BY DANIELLE WELTY must meet for their hair to qualify for usage in 

·a wig. 
Senio r Charles Serfass plans on cutting his The hair must measure at least 10" in 
brown hajr t~a~ Jl1efls)lfe~ pver a 
long and donating it to the Locks 

Lo"e fo unda tion. ' 

Locks of Love is a non-profit foun
Ion that takes donated hair to make 

fo r chi ldren who have lost their 
for medical reasons. 

The majority of donators are chil 

who want to help other children. 
':'1t first J just used the donation as 

e ~c u se to grow out my hair because 
parents and some of my friends 

on te lling me to cut it," Serfass 
. "but then I got really serious about it. " 

There are several qualifi cations that 

length and curly hair may be pulled 
straight to meet that requirement. The 
organization is asking for hair from 
men, women, young, old. all hair colors 

and from all races. 
Hair may also be colored or 

permed, but it may not be bleached or 

chemically damaged in any way. 
Of course if hair does not meet 

one or more of these qualificatiOns it 

is not wasted, but it is sold to offset the 
cost of manufacruring the wigs. 

Serfass When sending hair that is cut, as 

Serfass is, it must be in ponytail or br.aid form, 

one placed in a plastic bag and then sent in a padded 

envelope. 
There are also four hair salons in Nebraska 

with one in the Omaha area that will cut hair that 

Central alumnus Doug Hageman. 
"This past summer I also helped out at 

Hanscom United Methodist Church 's summer 

meets these qualificati p ~ , s . ~nd then s~!:,d it away .. bible school," Serfass said. "J have also participated 
for the donator. ' in my church's youth group whenever we have a 

Serfass said he has yet to set a date to get his big event that needs some help." 

hair cut. In addition to his out-of-school volunteer 
"I will probably just go get it cut one day and work, Serfass belongs to the school's Nationa l 

surprise everyone," he said. "But I definitely plan Honor Society (NHS) and has volunteered at 
on curting it before winter break." numerous events such as rutoring before school 

He said he has minimal fear of cutting his for any srudents who may need extra help with 
hair despite the dramatic physical change because their homework. 
he knows it's for a good cause. He said that turnout for these help sessions 

Serfass also uses his love and talent of music has been good this year. 
to better the community by raising money and Serfass has also volunteered his time as a 
food for donation. bell-ringer to collect money for rhe less forrunare 

He is a member in the band Nextweus along for NHS volunteer hours and said he plans on 
with seniors Matthew Schrad, Adam Nebel and doing much more around the community. 

enior says environment key difference between public, private schools-
BY DANIELLE WELTY 

When one thinks of a private school, the 
rcotype usually consists of smart, spoiled 

who wear lots of plaid, khaki and Polo 

Senior Holl ie Engdahl attended Catholic 

te schools for the better part of her life and 
d Illost preconceived notions of private schools 

for the most part. incorrect. 
" I went to St. Cecilia's from pre -school 

eight grade ," Engdahl said. 'i\nd I don't 
the education was really any different than 

public school. It was more the environment. " 

She said people typically find private schools 
. because of the atmosphere and the 

of secu ri ty small schools give both the 

. and students. 
Freshman Darryl Hinson said he thinks 

ts at private schools are exposed to more 

runities than those who attend public 

"Their parents pay more money so they get 

leI' school suppUes and the classes are smaller 
teachers can help srudents more one on 

e," Hinson said. "But public schools get some 

and expe riences that private school 
do; it's probably an even exchange ." 

Freshman Maggie Baumann said she finds 

attending a small school doesn't expose the 
student to real-life siruations. 

"They get out into the real world and it's 

completely different to their tiny school with only 
15 srudents in each class," Baumann said. 

The religion aspect that is a daily part of many 

private schools, including Engdahl's, is another 
reason why parents choose to pay thousands of 

dollars a year in ruition for their children to attend 

private schools. 
"A lot of really religiOUS people like the fact 

that schools like St. Cecilia's offer it (religion) as 

a class," Engdah l said. "But by the time I was in 

8th grade a lot of people a lot of people. including 
m yself, were burnt out and didn't consider 

ourselves Catholic anymore." 
She said she attended a religion class 

everyday, went to church at least once a week and 

sometime on a regular basis, a priest would come 

into religion class to talk to the students. 
Religion was something that was addressed 

everyday, even in art class the majority of art styles 

srudied displayed some sort of religious figure or 

symbol. 
"Other than religion, all my classes were 

basically the same as those in public schools, with 

the exception of one," Engdahl said 

When she decided to come to Central her 

freshman year Engdahl realized she was behind 
the majority of her peers in math. 

Though she started 9th grade in Algebra 1-2, 

which is the level of math freshmen are expected 

to be on, many of her friends were in geometry 
and above because their junior highs offered 

advanced levels of math. 
"I evenrually caught up by taking Geometry 

and Algebra 3-4 my sophomore year, "Engdahl 
said. "Now I'm in Calculus." 

She said the choice to come to Central was 

an easy one because both of her older siblings 

went here. 
This meant she would be turning down a 

$2,500 scholarship Mercy offered her. 
"It (Central) was close to my house and it 

was free," Engdahl said. 
For her coming to Central was a fresh breath 

of air. 
"There are so many rules at St. Cecilia's," 

Engdahl said. 
She said it was new to her to be able to stand 

up in class without asking to do so and not having 
to walk to class in a single file line with a teacher 

guiding her from class to class. 
"People ask me why I put up with everything 

they made us do, but it was normal to me," 

Engdahl said. "It was what I grew up with." 
She said there were some things she found 

unreasonable such as girls could wear pants under 
their uniforms to school, but as soon as they 
entered the building the pants had to be taken 

off 
"The unifo rms were definitely a plus because 

I didn't have to worry about what to wear, but 
one time a girl came to school with boxer shorts 

under her skirt and they made her take them off," 
Engdahl said. "I don' know how they found out 

she was wearing them , but it just didn 't seem like 

as big of a dea l as they made it." 

Baumann said she thinks the srudents in 

private schools are so overprotected and are not 

able express themselves with all of the dress codes 
and strict rules 

"you have to wear certain tennis shoes, you 

can't have too many piercings and the uniforms 
make you look like everyone else," she said. "It's 

almost impossible to express yourself. " 
Engdahl said there are a l.e t more rules and 

strucrure in pl;vate schools, but that doesn't mean 

less srudents get in trouble. 
"There were a lot of kids getting in trouble 

for breaking some of the many rules," Engdahl 

said. "But there were less fights than there are 
here." 
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Teen Court 
• 

gIves new 

look to old 

procedures 
BY MICHAEL SMITH 

Most juniors are just starting to 
ponder on what will be their next big 
choice in life. Jamel McNair already 
has his goals set. He wants to become 
a lawyer. 

From a very young age McNair has 
been fascinated with the law and how 
it works. 

"you see these kinds of things on 

television , but when you experience 
them firs t hand , it is quite different," 
McNair said . "You don't know what to 

expect 
McNair, along with many other 

srudenrs and teenagers his age , take part 
in a project in partnership with the city 
of Omaha. 

The program is called Teen Court 
and gives srudenr a chance to experience 
a fee l of what a courtroom is like and 
the factors that play a role in the judicial 

process. 
Central's Srudent Resource Officer 

J. V Stokes said he believes everyone 
deserves a second chance . 

"The Teen Court program 
alleviates the burdens on the courts 
and moves cases that can be handled 
through diversion programs rather then 
through the normal judicial system," 
Stokes said. 

Teen Court Director Stephanie 
Rail said the diversion program has 
been around since the month of January 
in 1999 . 

She said that the program is only 
offered to first year misdemeanor 

offenders and once the party goes 
through the program. she said they 
cou ld not go through the program 
again. 

McNair said teenagers who commit 
crimes and are found guilty are given 
the option to take part in the program. 

He said the guilty parties act as 
the defendants and are put into a court 
siruation where a jury and a judge alike 
are both present. 

"In Teen Court we determine the 
se ntence of the guilty party and after 
the sentence is served out, the crime is 

erased from their record ," McNair said. 
He said some of the possible 

punishments for those sentenced in 
Teen G0un ane. ~om mun ity service, a 
jail tour, curfew regulations, probation 
and o ther destructive decision-making 
classes. 

McNair typically plays the role as 
the judge and oversees the trial. 

He said when first joining the court 

program, srudents are put into much 
lower judicial positions. 

"This is a great opportunity for 

students to gain another chance to fix 
their wrongs," McNair said . 

McNair said he feels that if a 
defendant is really sad and feels remorse 
for his wrong doings then he feels that 
another chance given to these teenagers 
is just. 

McNair 's love for the judiCial 
system lets him take part in the school's 
own speech and debate program. 

He said this is just another way 
for him to learn about the field . that he 

wants to explore after his high school 
education. 

Rail said there is no experience 

necessary for teens to take part in the 
program and should contact her for 
more information. 

"Srudcnts who have a passion and 

drive for the judicial system take part in 
the process as volunteers," she said. 

Rail said she believes srudents 
and teenagers gain self-confidence and 
learn about self-esteem issues from the 
program itself. 

She said students all in aJl learn 

more about the legal system in general. 
Freshman Luke Ohlrich has been 

arrested for shooting a B. B. Gun at a 
house in the area. 

He said he would like to be 
considered for the program because this 

was his first offense. 
"I don't want to go to jail and any 

progra m would be bener then that," 
OhlriGh said. 

Cafe Cafe and The Cookie 

Artist wish Central Eagles 

an outstanding year in all 

sport and academical con-

Need A Grest Dr? 

16m f'a rnam 

STE 100 

Omaha Ilufiding 

(40Z) 408'{1Ol1 

(401) 408-003.\ 

mg"IC:' 
Education Services 

4Znd & Center 

Lower level 
Center Street Mall 

(402) 345·4400 

(402 ) 345·1110 

School Bus Drivers Needed for Laidlaw 

1804 Paul St. 

Omaha, NE 68102 

34 1.6799 

Wages startillg at $11. 75 an ho ur 
Apply at: 

33)) Keystone Dr 

Omaha, NE 68134 

572.6160 

14001 LSt. 

Omaha, E 681 37 

896.0142 

tests, 

Breakfast, Lunch, Bakery, Catering, and The Cookie Artist 
Monday- Friday, 

6:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Private parties welcome. 

ABSOLUTElY 

FRESH SEAFOOD 

COMPANY 

17Z1 Leavenworth Street 
345-5057 

62 I Pacific Street 

Omaha, NE. 68108 

Nick Orst 
Business Manager 

(402) 345-3438 

Cell 598-5370 



;rask force 

helps keep 
1school safe 

BY DA:iIELlE InLn 

[f d student threatens another. 

:he is not automatica lly suspended or 
~ x p c ll e d . 

Instead th e school takes the time 
;ro assess th e si tu ation and help the 
slUdenr whde prevent ing any furth er 
.th rea t to the remainder of the school. 

f'rincipal JelTy Bexten said a 
Th r e ~t Assessment Team is fo rmed to 
deci de wha t actions are taken after a 

threa t is repo rted . 
"The team typically consists o f the 

student's administrator, a co unselor 
such ~ s Mr. Moore . Officer Stokes. 
teachers of the studenrs in question , as 

well as mysel f. " Bexten sai d. 
He sa td the tcam sits down to 

assess if the students is really a threat 
In the fi rst place. and if it is determined 
there is a valid threat. some action 
must be taken. 

If the student is constde red a threat 
hi s or her parents will be con tacted and 
a punishment of some sOrt will be 
ad ministered. [n some lesser cases, the 

suggesti on to seek professional help 
may be all th at the sc hool can give the 
studellt. 

"We ca n do anything from taking 
no action to talki ng to a pa rent to an 
expulsion depending on the severity of 
the sit ua t iOIl ." Bexten said . 

He said anytime the schoo l gets a 

threat. offic ials go through the process 
though it may later prove to not be 
serious. The sakry of the students 
comes fi rst. 

Freshman Alicia Bender has never 
bee n threa tened by another student, 
bu t she said she fC els safe knowing the 
school is doing more to prevent threa ts 

fro m becoming a se rious issue . 

" I t's good that they have the 
Threat Assessment Teams so at least 
w e know the schoo l is taking the prope r 

precau tions instead of just jumping to 
the conclusion that the student didn't 

mean anything by it or that they must 
be serious about it. ·' Bender said . ''['m 

g lad they're taking time out to do 
someth ing ... 

Assistant principa l Dionne Kirksey 
said she has onl y hee n to a few team 
meetings and none of wh ich have been 

serinus eno ugh to expel a stu dent. 
The most she has given out as a 

puni shm ent fo r a threat is a suspension 
and said the majo ri ty of th e ti me the 
threa ts that 'cbme to her ' are students 

who don't mean anything by it and are 
just making stupid comments. 

"There are three difTerent levels of 
threa t." Kirksey said . "The fi rst level is 

the low level which is an indi rect and 
usually vague threat. a medium threa t 
is more di rect and concrete while the 
high level th rea t is extremely direct to 

one student. The student usually has a 
plan to ca rry out the threat ." 

Ct:n tra l has never encoumered a 
high leve l threat. 

Biology teacher Sandra McCreigh t 
has had very few th reats in her cl asses, 
but sa id it was important that a 
threa t be stopped before it becomes 

something more. 
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(ABOVE) The school's satellite, located on the southwest side of the 

was vandalized or "tagged" in October. Once it was reported to di s trict ~ . 

ficials, they sent a maintenance crew to clean it off immediately, 

(LEFT) Custodian Frank DeGeorge uses a special spray ~o rub o~ graffiti 

in one of the boys' restrooms. He said this can be a routme for him many dan!)' 

during the week, 

Officials fail to see art in destruction of property' 
• 'GRAFFITI' CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

considered vandalism. 
According to the Student Handbook, if someone is found with 

grall iti materia ls or writing ga ng graffiti in or near the building, the 
possessions wi ll be confiscated as a first offense. 

A second offense is an in-school suspension. 
Any other violation in school. the students could be expelled 

o r reassigned. 
The bIgger the area vandalized, the heftier the fine will be. 

When graffiti is found in school bathrooms, custodian Frank 
DeGeorge said the school has cleaners strong enough to r emove 

most types of pens or markers. 
If it is spray painted on the building, the Omaha Public 

Schools' (OPS) maintenance crew will sandblast it off. 

Principal Jerry Bexten said graffiti is a difficult act to try to 
catch someone doing. 

When he has caught snl den ts in the past, they rece ive the pun
ishments he re at school and are turned over to law officials. 

There were rumors of students being escorted to the bath
rooms by security to try to limit the amount of grafhti in the 
bath roo ms. 

Bexten said it wouldn 't happen and he hasn't heard administra

tion talking about it. 
"Students have to go to the bathroom," he said. "There are too 

man y students and not that many sec uri ty guards to do it. If it came 
down to the need of dras tic measures, it could lean towards those 

types of punishments." 
Do nlan said any time someone draws on other's property, it is 

g raffi ti and not artwork. 
, Some people don't see graffiti as artistic, Ken d ~1I ~ a id , but if 

it's done on paper, some of his friends Ithink it is art .' "."" . .,.- . 

While he tries to simply draw on paper, he can't help to think 
how cool it coul d look in paint, on a wall. 

"I would do it to abandoned buildings and walls," he said. 
"Sometimes I thought it would make the city look better by making 

a ctappy building look nice. In New York City, some kids are paid 
to graffiti walls. " 

Now instead of going to privately owned properties, he 
does what he calls graffi ti on basement walls of his or his friends ' 

hom es. 
Other times he buys plywood or drywall to paint on. 
Four months have passed and he hasn't painted on any build

ings. All he does now is draw on his notebooks during school. 

Some students see the drawings and ask if he can draw their 
na't'hes. 

"f had about 10 people a week asking me to draw their names," 
Kendall said. "I started charging them $3 to $5 a name." 

Freshman Jordan Peterson said graffiti at school isn 't as bad if 

it is done to some one's house. 
She said it is more likely a person would report it if it hap

pened at their house to get it taken off than in a restroom stall at 

school. 
"I had an older neighbor and she had a huge nice fence, but 

someone did graffiti on it ," Peterson said. "It was worse than school 

because it was her own house and she was older." 
When tagging the satellite at school in early October, senior 

Joe Smith' at an OPS high school said he didn't see it as vandalism. 

He saw it as getting his crew's name out. 
He said he grabbed on to the satell ite on Central's property as 

Central senior John Doe* pushed him onto the dish_ 

Smith said he didn't care about the security camera because 
he couldn't see it. So he began to paint the letters for the crew he 

is involved with . 
Bexten sa id the cameras didn't pick up the kids doing the g ra f

fiti because the sa tellite dish is out of its range. 
He said they did get an idea of a time period when it could 

have been done. But the school only has security working until 

6:30 p.m. 
The custodians stay in the school until 11 :30 p.m ., but they are 

without any official security guards. 
During his time Smith said he received six months of proba

tion because he did stencil spraying on a building. 
Even though he now has a criminal record, it hasn't stopped 

him fro m graffiti and he has been doing it since seventh grade. 
"I think it is graffiti when a person vandalizes property," Smith 

said. "But when it is on paper it is art because legally graffiti artists 

are punished for graffiti vandalism." 
Smith and Doe said their mothers would not bail them out of 

jail, i ~ , t~ ~ y' : ~ . ~r e e ve : . ~~ uH i'\ ~ : t a, ~i~l~ " , .. ; 'j' '1 ' 

H owever, they bot ' said as long as tney don't get caught meir 

parents don't care. 
Smith said he does graffiti around the city every day of the 

week. He doesn't classify it as a gang activity because he isn't trying 
to cause any trouble. 

Project administrator for school safety and climate for OPS 
Roddie Millet said the district doesn't allow gtafEti sitting around 
the campuses for everyone to view. 

She said it has never developed to the point where fam ilies or 

students reported the sigh t of graffiti as offensive and demanded 
its removal. 

The only reports she receives are by the facu lty in order to 
schedule a time to take it off. 

"The graffiti doesn't stay for more than an hou r from when it 's 
reported," Mille r said. 

The routine OPS has to follow is to file a report with the gang 
unit and officers come to the scene and take photos. 

Sometimes, Miller said the OPS maintenance crew immedi -

Because 

ately cleans it off. 
"We notify the police whether it is inside or Ou tside <,' 

building," she said. 
To the district, even something written in a bathr""m 

about love is considered graffiti. 
Miller said the custodial engineers at the schoo l arc the 

who usually clean it up. 
One year when two students were caught , DeGeorge \,dJ &.: 

were fo rced to clean the toilets for two days. 
"] don't do graffiti in the bathrooms because it is too 'Im[ : 

Doe said. "We did the satellite because we didn't think 

would expect it." 
Considering every school in the district , Miller said ther, 

one school that stands out as having more graffiti cases. 

Donlan said Central has the same amount of graffi ti (to, 

this year to any other school in the Omaha area . 
He said he thinks it says something good abou t 

because it has the highest population of students. 
Freshman Milicia Snoddy said she doesn't think it is a ~'[('r:r 

at school. 
The corn silos off of 1-80 clearly show the tagging froll' d l:B 

Doe said he had to climb ladders and crawl through areas \' I:h' 

ken wood and glass to get the graffiti on the silos ' windo\\ ' 
"I go out and do graffiti almost everyday," he said. 

He said the crew has 10 to 12 members ranging from I I 

year old. 
The reason why he is a part of a g raffiti crew is becau't 'll,c 

he likes getting its name out. 
"] don't think our style is writing, but it is art," Doe sad 

Senior Nate Dittman said he couldn't say if his fn n,j 

is n~aking a wro~f1 ,decWon .'Y~el , 1 ~t; 40 ~ , s , gr i ! ffi J~ , on :" 
because he doesn't think he could' tell him wgat is righ t or .' : 

"Graffiti can look junky, but can defiantly be an an j,,::' 

Dittman said. 
He said he thinks art shouldn't be contained to " 

because the boundaries take away from what it could I(\,,~ .. 

Dittman said he wouldn't want to go outside and do grafft: , 
"If graffiti is an art form then keep it on paper or a Cd"'-,I' 

on a school building," Bexten said. "Graffiti is flat ou t van,1.,:,,: 

pure and simple." 

Kendall said he hopes crew members are ca reful bCCIU 'e 
has h eard through friends still doing time with the police . tlc .n· 
are being watched. 

The only thing Kendall said he does now is when he bou,:h:: 
van he put some graffiti on it. 

'Tm not interested in it that much any more," Ken ,J...i . 

"I think it's a sense o f maturi ty and I have o ther importdn: ,

to worry abou t. I was never involved with graffiti as a ga n& I: 
just a crew." 

Most Likely To Succeed 
Is Still Up For Grabs. 

The earlier you start, the sooner you'll 

be prepared for life's expensive times, like college. 

So start a savings account today. 

(j) First National Bank 
Investing in you. 

firstnationa I. corn 
MEMBER FDIC 
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of ~~~~ "' ~!~~ u ~! re ~~r~l . education plan 'unworkable' 
or proficient rating on their read- Students and En Ii ~nc , Special Education to perform on grade level , but to improve on all staff members and the state or another 

, or 62 percent must receive the same Sh'd gds Language Learners. a more reasonable scale. organization could take over the school. 
r th th e sal stu ents are divided up . t "Th bl 
,or e rna ematics CRT and 95 per- these cate ' k Ln 0 e pro em is that so many students "It may be the end to OPS as we know 

d k gones to rna e sure that every race b b rd I" fi . b of stu ents must ta e the tests for these and soc' I I . ~ '. may e 0 er me pro IClent, ut we don't it" Anderson said. 
to be valid. . ak

la 
c ass IS per ormmg as It should. It know because it's not taken into consider- Clarke said this year schools must do 

IS to m e sure no child is left behind . d th 
The school has three years to make sure "It . nI kn . anon an e scores are not rounded up," something dramatic to make changes. 

these scores and then the expecta- who co~e c~mmo / own that ~tudents Clarke said. ''We have a little time before somethi ng 
are increased. ground d , odm a oWusoClo-graphlC back- She also said it's also hard to tell because more extreme happens, but not a lot," Clarke 

il h onl 0 as we WIth less " Clarke ld h I k b 
"Wh' e we ave to meet 62 percent for said "Th til' someone wou ave to 00 ack at every said. 

fo r three school years the fo llowing wha't chilad way wde can te h WI hat areas and student. When looking back she said the Not only must schools be considered 
, ren nee more e p so the state es I I k . f years the scores must go up about 9 d di . k ruts were on y wea m one area 0 the proficient by the federal government through 

" Clarke said. "The goal is that in an bl stnbct cahn wohr together to solve the test, which is nearly impossible. CRT testing, there are also fac tors such as 
pro em, u t t en t e teachers alread kI Sh'd th 

100 percent of students will be that b th . . Y lOw e sal at not every category being graduation rates which must be factored in. 
ecause ey expenence the students tak ' 'd" f ent or above and passing all of their firsthand" en mto consl eratIon IS not an excuse 0 There are (\VO ways secondary schools 

.. 0 11 why students are not scoring as they should must report their graduation rates, both 
teacher Vickie Anderson said . vera , Central students met aJi every but there are reasons why the scores are th~ which take into consideration the mobility 

d h
· requIrement W.lth the exception of the per- way they are. rates of the school . 

o not meet t e reqUIrements, the fo f h 
that wasn't met will be added rm~~ce pomon 0 t e math test. Some causes of why students are not The mobility rate of a school is any child 

the fo llowing year's goal. II fi e white. (non-Hlsparuc) students met meeting requirements is that they may not who enters or leaves a school or school dis-

"Let's say that our school scored a 62 :t dour c~t~gones whIle black (non-Hispanic) be ge tting enough time to complete their trict in-between the last Friday in September 
h h ld h h d . u ents I not meet any category but read- tests to the best of their abilities, especially and the last day of school. This includes stu-

w en we s ou ave a a 64 per- mg partiCIpatiOn din An h 
SO the fo llowing year we will have to . .' on rea g. ot er reason may be that dents who transfer from another school and 

b . Hlsparuc students and students receiv- students have to take the tests several times home-bound students. 
a 66 percent to e considered passing." mg ftee or reduced lunch did not meet any which can be overwhelml'ng , 
['son said. f h . . The first is to see how many students 
h d h f d hd f hot e requrrements as Special Education As a result of Central not passing these there were in a class at the beginning of 

S e sal s e m s tel ea a aving 100 Studen. ts, En.gltsh Languag.e Learners, standards, it is now put into alert status 
of public school students being at a Amencan I di / Al k N freshman year and how many graduated at 
level as No Child Left Behind wants . . n an as a atlve, Asian or which means the school must do something the end of their senior year. 

h b 
~aoflC Islander students scores were not pub- to show school improvement plans are tak- For example , if a school has 100 stu-

good in teary, ut there's no way to hshed to protect the student because there I·.ng place. 
II d fi . I dents and 15 transfer out while 15 transfer 

a stu ents pro IClent ever, et alone were not enough students in those categories If the school contm' ues to rail I't must 2014 1; in , the mobility rate would be 30 for that 
year . to mask who may have gotten what score. notify parents that the school is not perform- school. 

"'-\S teachers we can encourage students Anderson saId Central has a wide variety ing on the level it should and provide all stu- The second way graduation rate is 
ways, but there are just some stu- o. f ethmc groups and sOCIa. I classes, therefore dents with the choice to go to another school 

who aren' t in school for an education t t 11 b determined is by how many students leave 
I mus meet ~ 114 reqUIrements ecause it and pay for their transportation. the school. 

hey won't learn no matter what you do" has someone m e h f th " f ac 0 ose groups. I the school continues to not meet This makes schools responsible for chil-
["son said. "If a student doesn't bring his "If we don't meet J'ust one categor)', the requI'rements then I't must offier after- d C '1 1 ren lrom the moment they step into their 

peno s or paper to c ass and refuses we fail" Anders6n said. ':And it's easier for a school tutoring and possibly pay for students kindergarten class to the time they walk 

J ~ I . : y thing but sleep there's not much sm aller school with predommately white stu- to go to such organizations such as Sylvan across the stage to grab their diploma. 

dents to pass because they only have to meet Learning Center," Clarke said. Anderson said the No Child Left Behind 
Central males received an overall score 

percent in reading and 57.73 percent 

[hematics, while females received an 

pe rcent in reading and 60.08 percent in 

\'ot only are these scores divided up 
Ihe categories of females and males. 

Ci.lrke said there are nine basic catego-

11 wh ich the schools are scored on includ
II students, American Indian / Alaska 

. Asian or Pacific Islander, White, 

I Iispanic, students who are eligible for 

maybe half as many requirements as we do" Corrective actions must be taken the 

Another factor in why many schools following year if the school continues to 

are failmg IS the scores of Special Education not meet the AYP which may mean teachers 

students. would m ove to different schools and new 
During these tests students with special ones would be brought in or additional staff 

needs were held to the same level as every would be hired for help. 

other student. They were not given an ' The school must also consult outside 
al tered test, therefore the majority of them experts for advice on how to improve and 

understandably faded. possjble extend the school day or school year 
. Recently, the standards for special edu- to provide more learning time. 

catton students With more sever symptoms The final step if schools still h ave not 

were changed so they are no longer expected improved scores would to be to fire almost 

law may see some more changes in the next 

few years as more and more schools are 
labeled in alert status or failing. 

"Most senators know that the 1,200-

page document is unworkable, " Anderson 
said. 

She said there's also an election coming 

up, so the district and other states just have 
to wait. 

After the election, Anderson said she 

hopes what is going to happen will be for 
the better. 

ew cafeteria replaces old gym, completes Phase :five 
BY KATIE BACKMAN functioning. 

Semrad said he expects the construction 
.-'liter winter break the classrooms are supervisors to inform him if things are 

to flip and a new cafeteria will be running behind this week, so he knows what 
l"d. dssistant principal Paul Semrad said. to expect when the students and teachers 

l ie said as of right now he knows come back. 

,[h ing is on time and he doesn't expect Senior Julia Darrow said students 

L"<JIlfusion when the students get back. can easily adjust to the changes just like 

During winter break, Semrad said he they did with the portables and the other 
,lsked teachers to tell students if the modifications . 

moms are changing so it will limit Keeping everyone informed has been 

_, .... . ... "' 't' . j' .... fi'. c,,1 "'al'" 'i" .. . I S~ . ':l? , r ~ ~ ' s pI~n.a!) , ~ I o ng He handed out 
one SIde or ·tne lfst an . secona . nouces to stuaents and he saId he hopes they 

should be co rripl'eted oy Dec'.' 1 9 ~ ' 'keep it in their bags so they r ~ member the 

Rlloms 120 and 121 won't be used for changes after the break. 

·S. but will be used for storage . "I don' t expect confusion because when 

fle ing completed means the rooms school started it went smoothly with the 

IJn't need to be worked on again additions of the portables," he said. 

each one is fully installed with the If renovations are on time, the barricades 

l;1oitioning vents and piping on the one side will be torn down and 

The teachers started packing up their replaced in the new areas for the second floor 

ings in late November because classes construction. 

229 through 237, 241, 245, 247 He said he al so plans to post on the 

will switch to other rooms so the new barricades a relocation sheet to help 
ations uf air conditioning can begin in students. 

. Jreas. 

"When everything is finished , all the 

and other belongings will be moved 

wi nter break," Semrad said. 

me of the teachers have already 

packing, he said. English teacher 

Mahoney said she's been packed since 

and hasn't really unpacked too 
[his year. 

" I th ink it is an inconvenience for the 

" she said. "The students won' t be 

.. affected because they don't have to 

She said she would be happy when 

al l over and the air conditioning is 

Semrad said he wants the students and 
teachers to have a lot of information on 

renovations. 
Even if telling the students everyday 

gets redundant, he wants to limit possible 

problems. 
Since Oct. 20, construction changed the 

old gym into a new cafeteria. The basketball 

hoops and bleachers have been taken out, the 

only thing remaining is the dividing curtain 

because it will be used for study halls. 

Two cafeterias upstairs will be closed 

until April 30 , 2004 because it will be 

renovated into classrooms and computer 

labs. 

Darrow said the construction is a good 

idea because it makes room for more classes 
on the fourth floor. 

The new cafeteria Semrad said will have 

the 56 tables from room 435. The rest of the 
tables and chairs will be new. It is expected 

to be a pleasant pl ace to eat because new 

lightening is also installed. 

Bathrooms were built near the cafeteria 
to limit students leaving the lunchroom and 

disrupting classes. 
"A new cafeteria is something the school 

has needed '(or ~ ' t i:i ~g time," semraCi' said: .. 

Cashier for the kitchen staff Maureen 

Kirschenman said she is excited for the new 
fac ility and during the break the staff can 

come in and move their belongings to the 

new one. 
She said since she hasn't heard the 

kitchen being off schedule, so she is pi arming 

on working in the better facility after break. 
One of the appliances cashier Christina 

Viselli hopes to have is a dishwasher because 
right now the stafr has to wash everything 

by hand. 

But even if the dishwashers aren't 

installed, she stiU expects it to be a nice 

environment. The new cafeteria doesn't affect 

all students like senior Alex Olson. 
He said he doesn' t have a lunch hour or 

any classes scheduled to relocate. So he isn't 

extremely thrilled about the n ew kitchen. 

Kitchen assistant Raylin VanDyke said 

she can't wait until the day when they don't 

have to transport aU the food from the fourth 

floor. 
"It will be easier for us and the students 

and it will save time," VanDyke said. 

Semrad said it shou ld help the cafeteria 

staff because the new equipment and 

the convenience being on the same floor. 
Convenience is what he hopes the new 
cafeteria will maintain even when it comes 

to the mornings. 

"It will be a very big change," Semrad 

said. "Breakfast will not be served in the 

courtyard anymore. It will only be in the new 

cafeterias." 

One of the purposes for the breakfast 

change was to limit traffic around the "C" 

and in the courtyard. 

; ., ' D~t!.n , ~ ~ ,ti lunch hour~ ,in t~ f L ~ourty a . rd , 
he said there IS talk about trying to narrow it 

down to one line, but he will just have to wait 

a few weeks after seeing the outcome before 
he makes the decision. 

One of the things some people may 

forget is the study hall classes will be moving 
to one big room divided by a curtain. 

Before break he said he met with the 

study hall teachers because rules in different 

study halls vary. 
The curtain isn't soundproof, so the 

teachers will have to compromise on how 
loud each class will be. 

"Our plan is put the curtain up at the 

very end of fourth hour and put it back down 
after seventh hour," he said. 

Junio r Denesha Lockett said the new 

cafeteria is something the building needed 
and it was a good idea to build a new one. 

She said she wished more of the 

renovations, like the cafeteria could have been 
completed before her last year. She thinks the 

younger classmates wiJIlike the cafeteria, but 

won 't know of a ll the construction. 
Semrad said he expects the cafeteria 

to be popular the first few days because 

students will want to see it, but afterwards 

the novelty will go away. 

COLLEGE CORNER 

INFORMATION COURTESY OF THE COLLEGE BOARD 

University of Colorado at Boulder 

location: Boulder, Colorado 
Admission: 80% of applicants admitted 
JYpe: Four-year public University 
Undergraduate Enrollment: 24 ,308 

Freshman AdmIssions: Architecture and Related Programs, 
Area , Ethnic, Cultural and Gender Studies, Arts, Visual 
and Performing, BiolOgical and Biomedical Sciences, 
Business, Management and Marketing. Communications 
and Journalism. Compu ter and Information Sciences, 
Edu cation , Engineering, English Language and 
Literature, Foreign Language and Literature, Health 
Professions and Clinical Sciences, HiStory, Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, Mathematics, Multi lI nterdisciplinary 
Studies . Natural Resources and Conservation . . Parks, 
Recreation and Fitness, Philosophy and Religion, 
Physical Sciences, Psychology , Social Sciences. 
Application Deadlines: January 15 , 2004 

University fllinois at Urbana, Champagne 

LocaUon: Urbana, Champagne , iUinois 
Admission: 59% of applicants admitted 
JYpe: Four-year public University 
Undergraduate Enrollment: 28 .263 

Freshman Admissions: College of Agricultural. Acounting. 
Astrology, Consumer , and Environmental Sciences; 

College of Applied Life Studies; College of Business , 
College of Education, College of Fine and Applied 
Arts, CoUege of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of 
Engineering 
Application Deadlines: January I , 2004 

Columbus State University 
location: Columbus. Georgia 
Admissions: 69% of applicants admitted 
Type: Four-year public 
Undergraduate Enrollmant: 2,800 

Freshman Admissions: Arts. Visual and Performing, 
Biological and Biomedical Sciences, Business, 
Management and Ma rketing, Communications and 
Journalism, Computers and Information Sciences, 
Education , English Language and Literature, Foreign 
Language and Literature . Health Professions and 
Clinical Sciences, History, Law and Legal Studies. 
Liberal Arts and' Sciences, Mathematics, Parks, 
Recreation and Fitness, Physical Sciences, Psychology, 
Security and Protective services, Social Services. 
Application Deadline: July 30, 2004 

University of Denver 

location: Denver Colorado 
Admission: 87% of applicants admitted 
Type: Four-year private 
Undergraduate Enrollment: 3,200 

Freshman Admissions: Accounting, Animal Technology, 
Anthropology, Applied Computing, Art History, Asian 

, , ~t}ldi s: ~ ,.f ~rt History, Ast~ono ,w y, [?,iological Sci~nces . 

Business Administration , Business Economics, Business 
Ethics and Legal Studies, Biochemistry, Chemistry, 
Cognitive Science, Communication , Computer 
Engineering, Computer Science, Criminology, 
Construction Management. Creative Writing, Cultu ral 
and Critical Studies. Economics. Education. English, 
Geology, History, Journal ism. 
Application Deadllne:January 15 , 2004 

Kansas State University 

Location: Manhattan, Kansas 
Admission: 58% of applicants adm itted 

Type: Four-year public 
Undergraduate Enrollment: 3,5 37 

Freshman Admissions: Agriculture and Related Sciences , 
Architecture and related programs , Arts, Visuals and 

Performing, Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 
Business and Management, Marketing. Communication 
and Journali sm, Computers and Information Sciences. 
Education , Engineering, Engineering Technologies , 
English language and Literature , Health Professions and 
Clinical SCiences, History. Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
Mathematics , Mechanics and Repair Technologies. 
Parks . Recreation and Fitness. Philosophy and Religion , 
Physical Sciences . Psychology , Public Administra tion 
and Services, Social Sciences, Transportation. 
Application Deadline: N I A 
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fficer informs faculty of gang trends with hopes of increasing school awareness 
BY KATIE BACKMAN 

a teacher in-service in November, 

ha police officers from the Gang Unit came 

e school to discuss gang activity in and 
the district. 

Pri ncipal Jerry Bexten said the meeting 

'l to necessarily report on suspects in gangs, 

provide information. 

Omaha Police officer Kevin Donlan with 

Intelligence Unit said he doesn't hold the 

of len, but when he does it is mainly for 

and parents. Because these two groups 

lly see the students more often than legal 
also 

He said he thinks they are also the same 

who will see if there is a change with self ~ 

and if they stay involved w~th activities. 

"If students show types of gang signs, 
will have the knowledge now," Donlan 

"Which cou ld slow potential violence." 

Faculty members also asked him about 

the legal punishments are if students are 

in gang activity and he said it depends 

e conditions of each crime. 

According to the Student Handbook, stu

are not to wear any clothing re flecting 

affi liation. Some of the information he 

on the way pants could be worn or the 

of wearing gloves on only one hand 

or the other. 
Junior James Strong said because a student 

wears a glove on one particular hand doesn't 

necessarily mean the person is in a gang so he 

thought the meeting was a waste of time. 

"I don't think there are really any gang 

members at Central ," Strong said. "They are just 

little punks wanting to be a part of something. " 

Consider the amount of students attending 

the school , there probably are some gang mem

bers here, sophomore Allyson Savoie said . 
She said it made her feel a li ttle safer 

because school officials were trying to help, but 

doesn't know how they plan to prevent gang 

activity from happening. 

Math teacher Chad Burns said he though t 

the meeting was a good use of the in-service day. 

He saw some teachers walk out of the session 

with more of an understanding on this issue. 
"Teachers can now see what's going on and 

try to prevent it ," Burns said. "I haven't had to 

deal with gang activity, but I could walk in the 

next day to a situation. Now I know how to 

respond to it. " 

Junior Mike Jones said informing the teach
ers with a gang unit officer isn't the best way to 

get the point across. 
He said some days he may wear all one 

color, but it doesn 't m ean he is representing a 

certain gang. 

"They (gang unit officers) don't know what 

they are talking about," Jones said. 

Jon es said he thinks they should have had a 

former gang member come and speak would be 

so much more informative. 

Even if a former gang member talked, 

Jones said he doesn't think it would have worked 

because he wouldn't have the most updated 

information about his former gang or other in 

the community. He said he doesn 't think a meet

ing could Stop student gangs. 
Style could sometimes be confused with 

gangs' sty le , sophomore KaTerra Carroll said. 

She said she thinks teachers should have tried 

to learn about gangs earlier because it is get

ting worse and now there's almost too much 

to learn . 
Bexten said teachers might see some things 

students do and interpret it another way. But 

what most of the staff realized is it is not illegal 

to be involved in a gang, but only illegal to do 

gang-related crimes. 
Donlan said because Central is in down

tOwn, some would think if the gang problems 

are higher than other schools, but it is not the 

case. 
"It is saying a lot since Centra l has the la rg

est student populations and the gang crime isn't 

higher," he said. 
Junior Kione Lowe said she has seen refer-

rals written for students who wore their hat a 

different way and didn 't want to move it. 

She said she doesn't think students should 

be punished for certain colors because it can't be 

determined if they are in the gang. 
"Teachers aren't police officers," Lowe said. 

"They can 't just walk around and start arresting 

k ids now after this meeting. But some teachers 

did punish kids on certain cl othing " 
She said because now teachers are harass

ing or being more suspicious with the students 

about their clothes. 
English as a Second Language (ESL) teach

er Martha Williams-Hayes sa id she is more 

informed about gang activity because of the 

meeting. She asks the students the reasons why 

they are dressed or drawing certain artwork on 

a piece of paper. 

"I stil l try to approach them for information 
instead of trying to have a confrontation," she 

said. "I ask the students 'why are you drawing 

that' or 'why do you dress that certain way' ... 

New trends and what gangs are active in 

the community is what the meeting covered. 

She sa id she now has more of an understanding 
on what students could be afFiliated in a certain 

gang 
Freshman Elisabeth Garvin said other 

schools have acted seriously on suspected gang

related apparel. 
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She said she remembers at Lewis and Clark 

Middle Schoo l th e administra tors assumed some 

students who wo re certain sweatshirts were in 

gangs. 

The admini stration then banned any type 

of "hoodies" worn by students. Even though 

she supports the idea she said some teachers 

go a little overboard on what they don't allow 

in class . 

WilliamS-Hayes said when teachers take 

action. the students should respect it because 
they are maintaining a safe, secure and con

trolled school environment . 

Being an ESL teacher, she said she mainly 

works with Hispanic students who keep her 

updated on the trends of Hispanic gangs. 

"With all th e different types of gangs, it 
does get kind of fuzzy (confusing)," she said. 

"The meeting did help." 

Burns said he has been teaching at school 
for four years and it was the first meeting the 

school has had on gangs. 

He said he thought the meeting was much 
needed for other faculty members, even though 

he has been fortunate not to have a problem 

with gang-related crimes with students. 
After this meeting he said he would be 

prepared and would know how to respond if 
a student began to use gang-related terms and 

signs in one of his classes. 
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Pill should stay where it is 
Whenever a prescription drug is approved people in the world who are not having sexual egg, impending fertilization all together. The 

for over-the-counter distribution, someone intercourse solely for reproductive purposes normal menstrual cycle may also be altered to 
will find a way to abuse it, and thi s will not and that 's why birth control was invented in prevent a pregnancy. 
change 'with the morning after pill. the first place. If the egg has already been released, the 

The pill , which must be taken within But when birth control fails , the morning pilllrntates the Immg of the uterus, hindermg 
72 hours of unprotected sex, can prevent a after pill is there as an option. the already fertilized egg from attaching to the 
woman from becoming pregnant, if used Whether the condom broke or she forgot uterus. The fertilIZed egg IS then flushed out 

properl , , .'. I to ~* her pills several ~ e §} Mougbout , the , ~H:i!1g thenor~}1.m,1~str~"! , <jY~ ~ . " ,I", , < I" 

"-'h I. a; fo rm of emergelWY C ~ : w tJM e ptioll month , this pill is a gooa backup ,plan tha , ~ , Jhis IS where many pro-chOICe b~~ F ef J s , 
that was first used for rape victims and was may prevent the tough decision of adoption become upset. . . . 

then introduced to more ================ or even aborting an They see preventIng the fertilized egg 
of the public through unwanted child. from attaching to the uterus as a form of 

organizations such as EDITORIAL But the pill shouldn't chemical abortion, but this is not so according 
Planned Parenthood. be available to anyone who to the American College of Obstetricians and 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • lk ' d G I ' t To obtain the pill, can wa mto a rugstore. . yneco ogls s. 
one has to go to her The OPINION of According to Planned They define the beginning of pregnancy 
local clinic , fill out a the Register staff Parenthood, the morning as the implantation of the fertilized egg in the 

confidential form and pay ------- -------- after pill has a high success uterus, which occurs five to seven days after 
the sliding fee of anywhere from $25-$35. rate if used properly, but will not protect fertilization, giving the pill ample time to take 

The pill is easily obtained, but not against any form of sexually transmitted effect. 
without proper instruction. disease, as very few contraceptives do. The pill is not meant to abort an 

Anyone in need of the emergency There are some side effects of this pill, unwanted baby. It prevents abortions from 
contraception is given an explanation of what which include nausea, and in some cases occurring in the first place, 
exactly the pill does to the body. vomiting, in which the patient may have In many cases, the pill prevents 

i\ny questions are also answered at this to take the pill again to ensure it has been fertilization , therefore the lining of the uterus 
time. absorbed into her body. does not reject the forming fetus. 

If the pill could be purchased in a local If she doesn't purchase the pill from a It may be the solution for many who are 
drugstore, there would be no one to make clinic that will help explain these risks to her, facing the tough decision, but without the 
sure the consumer knew what she was doing she may not use the pill properly, which could proper knowledge of the pill and its affects, it 
when she took the pill. result in pregnancy. should not be available over the counter. 

It would be just like buying aspirin. It is baSically a large dose of birth control Clinics throughout the nation offer this 
Even the 12 year old who is having pill s, which consist of the female hormones pill as an option with proper information and 

unprotected sex could pick it up and attempt estrogen and progesterone. guidance given, therefore it does not need to 
to use it as a form of birth control because she If taken too often, the alteration of be considered for distribution as an over-the
doesn't want to ask her mom for birth control hormones in the body may cause permanent counter drug. 

pills, her boyfriend doesn't like condoms or damage to the reproductive system and the If people think they are responsible 

she's too naive to know any better. pill may become less effective . enough to have sex, thentheycanberesponsible 
Students, as well as adults, should be more The pill first acts to prevent ovulation, enough to go to Planned Parenthood and get 

educated about this option because there are or in other words, it stops the release of the the assistance they need. 

Cancer grows harder to accept 
Dealing with pre-Leukemia 

(Myelodysplastic Syndrome) is really getting 
hard to do. 

Not many people my age get this disease 
and I'm scared. 

I hope to make it to 21 . 

The thought that I might die became 
more apparent to me 
recently. 

that I had about 10,000 platelets in my blood. 
Wh en it comes to things in your blood, you 
usually want bigger numbers . So it turned 
out that 1 had to get a platelet transfusion at 
around 2: 30 a. m. and as a result had a very 
restless night with a needle in my arm and 
being roused by nurses who wanted to take 

blood and vital signs. 

I climbed out of 
the bed bleary eyed the 
next morning and sat in a 
wheelchair. I was going to 
my own room. I climbed 
into the bed and it was 

My Sunday ritual 
of dropping everything 
and watching the best 
television show ever, 'The 
Simpsons," was over and 
I was sitting in my room 
playing on the computer. I 
had been abnormally cold 
the entire weekend, but I 

much more comfortable 
AND SHEPHERDS WE SHALL BE than the one I had slept in 

A COLUMN BY MIKE ALFARO the night before but I had 
a problem with my IV 

didn't think anything of it. 

My mom on the other hand, wanted to 
make sure I wasn't getting any sicker th an I 

already v:.as so she took my temperature. 
The thermometer said 101.7 degrees. 
Time to be concerned because my doctor 

said if I got a fever it could be get worse due 
to my condition and my blood was in no 
condition to be fighting off any so rt of illness. 
My morn called the emergency room and took 
me straight to the hospital. That's when all the 
fun started (insert sarcasm here). 

After being sent everywhere we didn't 
need to be, we finally ended up in the right 
place, I was rushed by at least eight different 
nurses. 

I had my blood pressure taken, blood 
drawn, was told that my temperature was now 
103 degrees and had a nasal wash to make sure 
I didn't have the flu . I also had an IV started. 

That sure got on my nerves as my time in 
the hospital increased. 

I was hooked up to a bag of IV fluids to 
hydrate me and I watched television for a few 
hours. When the results of my blood tests said 

The needle was in my right arm and the 
machine was on my left side. It wasn't very 
fun. 

It wasn't very fun to get up and go to the 
bathroom either. I had to drag myself out of 
bed, unplug the machine that was pumping 
saline into my arm, untangle all the cords, 
wheel it into the bathroom and of course I 
couldn't just go in the toilet. 

No, the doctors wanted to keep track of 
my "output" so I had to pee in a plastic jug. 
Then I had to go hook the machine back up 

Monday was the only day I was in the 
hospital the entire day, and I watched television 
all day. It was a good thing I could do that 
because I had to have a blood transfusion and 
that took seven lengthy hours. 

I had a few friends visit me and that 
helped to wile away the long, long hours of 
Sitting in a bed. That night was another restless 
and uncom fortable night with little sleep. 

A nice lady woke me up the next m orning 
by stabbing me in the arm with a needle; they 
needed to test my blood once again. I didn't 
really mind and I went back to sleep, but it 

fe lt that just as soon as I dozed off another 
nurse came into the room and checked my 
vital signs. I was just falling asleep and then 
the doctors came in at three different times, 
each of them listening to my heart and lungs. I 
thought after the last doctor left I could finally 
get some rest, but of course they couldn't let 
me sleep, 

I was woken up for the last time when 
one of the doctors said that I could go home 
the next morning. ( called my parents and they 
came up to the hospital and I got the hell out 
of there. 

I was in the hospital for a total of 39 hours 
and I hated every minute of it. I have no idea 
how I am going to handle seven weeks when 
I go in for chemotherapy and the actual bone 
marrow transplant. 

The next day I went back to the hospital 
so that we could talk with the doctor and I 
could get my bone marrow tested. We wanted 
to make sure' I wasn't going to die anytime 
soon. I thought I hated hospitals, but this visit 
made me loath them with a fiery passion that 
burns deep within every fiber of my soul. 

I was going to be asleep for this, so I 
couldn't eat or drink anything for 12 hours 
before. That was not a big deal except that ( 

was waiting for everything to start for three 
hours (insert extreme frustration here). 

Finally, after the tremendously boring 
wait I was going under the proverbial knife 
and I was stuck in the Spongebob Squarepants 
room. I got knocked out and woke up with a 
major pain in my lower back where they dug 
into my hipbone. 

The doctor who took out the marrow to 
be tested said that it came out in chunks. That 

sounds like something bad, but since I don't 
have a medical degree, I can't be sure about 
that. 

All this hassle better be worth it because I 
really want to make it to 21 . 

Student s trlp lnspl 
new-found patriotis 

It has been hard for me to find 
honesty and a sense of stability in the 

political system of this country. 
I thought I had everything figured 

out. Like the typical teenager, I tho~ght 
I was right and that I knew everythmg. 

In this country, people are so 

indecisive and nothing that is said or 

I thought the moment II 

ruined if I cheapened it hy 

picture. 
When I got to the hOltl 

visiting 11 monuments and 
I just wanted to sit. 

I was speechless. I just had I 

and focus on the fact that 
I had done is right 

or completely 
acceptable, so 
people are just 
forced to guess 
and hope that 
we are pleasing 

somebody. 
For me, that 

all changed when 
I visited to our 
nation's capital, 
washington D.C. 

TABlE FOR ONE day 

A COLUMN BY BRYAN SWOTEK 
we 
to 

I did not go there to try and prove 
a point and I did not try to find any kind 
of closure while I was there, It Just kind 

of happened, 
I was amazed at the power that the 

city had on me, and from that first-time 

visit, I plan on going back. 
I got off of the subway and walked 

into the park. Surrounding the park 
were the monuments and nothing was 
more than a walking distance away. As 
soon as I saw the monuments, I got 

goose bumps. 
Starting with museums, my 

group made its way to the Washington 

Monument. 

Cemeterl'. 
grave markers went on as far as 

could see and it was hard to r,l 
importance of Arlington, and witf. 
previous days events, it was tl'cn 

important. 
The day before wa, Ihe 

anniversary of the assassinatIOn 
John F. Kennedy. There wert 
everywhere and roses were all 
grave site. Buried next to JFK 

Kennedy Onassis. 

The eternal flame "'<l, 
them. Again I attempted to lake , 

but when I saw the people en 

sobbing, I stopped. 
This trip made me reabze I 

and still do have a lot of conli 

That was when it hit me. trust in our country. 
I knew everything I had previously I also remembered somL of 

thought about the corruption in this family members and loved (nel 

country was wrong; it is a good place. previously .fought in wars Jnd: 

I began to admire all of the defended our country. It is hard , 

gigantic statues and attractions I saw to that conclusion after 17 yeal' 
with hundreds if not thousands of my the way I do and thinking the 
fellow Americans. for that long. 

When I came to the Vietnam I now am officially 
Memorial, I realized that all my the way I live and I am chan ' 
thoughts I had on the war with Iraq appreciation for the United 
were also wrong. America. 

People commit their lives to this Now that I have come 10 

country and I did not think I would conclusion, I just wondered \\ ha: . 

ever say it, but I was wrong. me so long. 
I begun to take photos of the wall Maybe it was just me beug 

and I looked around and saw people headed and close-minded. 

etching.names Onto P\!f'er J ~th ' cr,a,yons " •. 1<);>1, MayDll r I I w.as ) ~ US ~ ~ ~ 10 

and ac.casionall)l' bringing tissues up to typICal rebellIous teeni\gc sel l ..,.1 
their eyes. the best of me. 

That made me put my camera Ever since the trip, I 
away. everyday and recite the Pledge 

Neighbor's death makes sen· 
realize the value of life, fa 

I used to have this old woman who 
lived up the hill from me. 

She was one of those people who 
gets up at the crack of dawn even 
though she didn't really have much to 
get up for anymore . She had a funny 
little dog named Skippy that used to be 
thin enough to squeeze under her old 
fence, but it soon grew so fat it couldn't 
walle three steps before it had to stop 
because it was out of breath. 

As a young child, there were times 
. 1 was fearful of her because she could 
never hear whar I was saying and didn't 
really understand anything that was 
important to a 9 

year old at the time. 
I never realized 

what a great person 
she was until she 
died. 

I think it's human natu re 
realiz e what we have until it 's I1Ll.

available. 
Water was never an i ~, ue 

we had a drought. Food \\ , .. ' 
questioned until the Depression 

Freedom was never thOU . ..:nt 
about until terrorist attacks oelLl 

No one worried that Am t' n~J 

ever be toppled until we w ere 

off guard. Family wasn't an is,ue r 

the car accident that claimed rt' 

of their lives . 
And I never thought I WOll iJ 

my neighbor until I no l on~ cr 

her f ee d in~ 

sqUirrels 
corn. 

So 
time I 

Each year on 
Halloween she 
would make up 
special bags of 
candy for us because 

SURPRISE ME 

leave my 
yelling th-at I 

my mom. I' ll 
and think if 
how I wall l Jl1Y 

A COLUMN BY DANIELLE WELTY 

we were "the neighbor kids." 
She would never forget our 

birthdays either. On occasion she would 
make us odd cakes I had never heard 
of before, with lots of pink frosting. 
She always mailed us a birthday cards 
despite the fact that her mailbox was 
about five inches from ours. 

moment \I .:h 
to be because she might not 11<' 

when I get back. 
Yet, as soon as we reailze 

something might be taken from 
world seems to stop. 

If your relative has been 
with cancer, he can expect even 
distant family members to d 
make sure he's fine and on goo,l 
with them. 

Then at the funeral , everyont' 
talk about what a great person he 

I./ .. 

When I was younger, my entire 
family used to go on walks in the 

summer and we would stop by her 
house and talk to her and her husband 
for hours in their multi-colored metal 
chairs. 

and what all of the wonderful til ''' ... ....... , 

As she got older, she couldn't hear 
or walk as well so my dad would shovel 
her driveway and clean Out her gutters. 

We also had this thing where we 
would send food back and forth to 
one another. It was like one of those 
traditions you can't stop because the 
other person might get offended. We 
would bring her fresh vegetables from 
our garden because she could no longer 
grow them, and she would send back 
tiny pecan pies. 

Eventually, she died at the age of 
96 and since then I have been thinking 

more about she influenced my life. 

I never really appreciated the little 
mother-like things she used to do for 
me . 

One winter she gave me a scarf 
after seeing me wait at my school bus 
stop with nothing on but a coat. She 
did favors like that for me on many 
occasions, but I never really thanked her 
as I should have . • 

So why do very few of us appreciate 
the people we have around us until 
they're long gone? 

had done for them were . 
Too bad his friends and 

members didn't thank him whIle 
could still hear them, while it slill ._t--__ 

something. 

Therefore, everyone should.1I . 

attempt to live every moment JS t 

their last, because it just might be 

Stay on good terms with 
Don 't yell at the guy that habirualh' 

people off in the intersection, doni 
over the anatomy test that won'l 
your mind in a week and m ake su 
don't do things because you have 
because you want to. 

Because not doing this " 
old people go through all sort; 
experimental procedures to 
their lives. 

It's because they regret. 
They regret things they ' \,C ' 

in their lives or chances they've 
If they had just enjoyed life . 
wouldn't be thought of as n 

would just be another step in . 
Attempt to live without all 01 

doubts, appreciate who and wh ol 
have and enjoy the small things. 
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POunCAL CARTOONS 

"Most would say the morning after 

pill is for irresponsible girls ... " 
AMANDA DEWITT (11) 

Tougher laws needed 
for paintball gun use 

Omaha Police need to crack down 
on laws that pertain to paintball and 
pellet guns, and it needs to do it quickly 
before more people are injured and 
more private property is damaged. 

Teens have been shooting paintball 
guns while they drive and some have 
even recorded it. 

So those who shoot the guns 
while driving are breaking two laws 
and according to the Omaha Police 
Department, the punishment varies 
from offense to offense. 

Milikan said that he has no problem 
charging someone with a felony if the 

injury is severe 
Though these teens 
may think this is fun, 
they may not realize 
just how serious the 
penalty can be if 
they get caught. 

EDITORIAL 
enough or looks 
like it will be bad 
enough. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • He said that 
a Class III felony 
can give the 
criminal up to 20 

The OPINMIN of 
the Register staff 

oking should be banned in all restaurants 
think selfishly in this case and are not trying to personally 
attack the smokers. 

However, 
catching these people may be a little 
easier, especially when they record 
themselves doing the srupid things they 
do. 

Deputy Shawn Milikan with the 
Douglas County Sheriffs Department 
said there is one law that deals specifically 
with paintball and pellet guns. 

Right now the law in Omaha states 
that a paintball gun should not be in a 
car or on public property with the C02 
cartridge attached. That also means 
that the gun should not be put together 
while driving and it should not even be 
in the trunk of the car. 

They should not be shot from 
highways, roads, bridges or any other 
city streets. If a person does so, the 
penalty is a Class III misdemeanor and 
the punishment can be up to three 
months in jail, up to a $500 fine or 

both. 

years imprisonment, $25,000, or both. 
Also, the only place the guns can 

be shot is on private property and in 
designated areas where the guns are 
allowed, which include paintball ranges. 
But that is not stopping people from 
shooting at signs, houses and even the 
elderly. 

It is also fine and not considered 
illegal if the paintball or pellet gun is 
shot in a lawn or in a yard, as long as it is 
not being shot at someone. 

Considering how stupid kids are 
today, it is amazing the police have not 
caught more teens doing these stupid 
things. 

Driving down the freeway, drivers 
can count all of the paintball spots on 
the signs and overpasses. Even on side 
and country roads, kids with pellet guns 
drive by and see if they can shoot the 
deer that are on the yellow signs. 

When attending a restaurant, people usually ask for 
dllng. a pleasant meal. Nonsmokers who are choking on 
·ltt· smoke decided to try to ban smoking at restaurants 

rs. 

1,.lI1easter County Board in Lincoln approved the 
,,<11 of bringing this issue up to the City Council . The 

, will be if all restaurants and bars in the city will be 
,j nonsmoking facilities. 
I'his is how it should he . 

Lincoln City Council should consider what is more 
important, health or money. 

Health should be the quick response. Mom and pop 
businesses to nationally·known locations could experience a 
slight dip in business. 

Sooner or later smokers will want to eat at a restaurant 
and learn how to adjust to eating without the usual cloud 
of smoke. 

Help line shows way 
to save minors' lives 

(lmaha representatives plan to sit in the two public 

to see how it plays out and While nonsmokers will realize 
\\ill be the reactions if it happens. restaurants won't be polluted anymore 

lI\', there is a possibility of this same ED ITO RIAL and would be more likely to go out 
oking push" in Omaha. • • • • • • • • • • • • • more. 

Smoking in dining areas should have Bars and restaurants are privately 
, bJnned when it was prohibited in The OPINION of owned, but offer public use. So when a 

[)pping malls. Since malls have been the Register staff smoker tries to light up a mid-Cigarette 

free there hasn't been a change in meal , he will have to go outside. 

. raging prGot«tstw fromvsmokers or-sm0kers 'q\,\irrmg·.J . ,,". ; .sur~ f /:nJsiness ow.ner.!'J~DR~~I ,,;, , ~~ , t{~9, ,f,~ ll , , ~~~, r~~l~rs 
ing altogether. . . ,: : . '" . , . Y,» ' f • . ' they cant.hght up a cIgarette, i;ut tliey I get over It. 

Combine a whole bunch of high 
school kids, an empty house and a keg. 
This combination can lead to a deadly 
situation. 

The neighbors surrounding this 
house holding this 'kegger' are worried 
about their cars neatly parked along 
the street being vandalized or hit and 
the red plastiC cups that once contained 
an array of alcoholic beverages which 

t' j,fJ~ e now fi1li ~gtt l:i ~i r ' !'· ' i 11,,1 f~ : 1! . 

possibly saving several lives. Hopefully 
this will soon arrive in Omaha so 
alcohol-related deaths and accidents 
among minors may be reduced. 

In 2001, 246 people were killed in 
Nebraska as a result of drunk drivers. 

The problem is not an occasional 
party and a beer or two. It's those who 
take it to an extreme. Those who drink 
m~re ~ han anyone person should be 

. , .. .. . , .. .. . , '.' . a1,le"td 'cbnsume, 

Ol1ce the malls prohibited it, people quickly adjusted The owner would rather tell one guy to not smoke than backyards after ============= and then they 
attempt to drive 
home. 

oked outside the building before entering. have his business shut down because it broke a state law. This 
if the law is passed for restaurants and bars it wouldn't will alljust be something Omaha people would have get used 
smokers from eating or drinking. Maybe the possible to. 

ill make smokers want to quit smoking or feel as if Omaha City Council should think about how many 
is nowhere else to smoke. billboards and public service announcements are made 

,it family restaurants, there are two sections, but none displaying the results of second·hand smoke. If the Omaha-
are effectively divided. If the people are lucky there Lincoln area did this it would be known as the first few cities 

being thrown over 
the fence. 

But most 
important of all, 
the majority of 
these neighbors are 

concerned about 

EDITORIAL 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The OPINION of 

the Register staff 

Take for 
example of 
the boy from 
Westside who 

5S wall to pack all the smokers behind. to start it. 

a t most restaurants, people rely on the ceiling fans This could start a wave of more people quitting smoking. 

the health and safety of the children 
participating in this party. 

several years ago 
hit a father and daughter while they 
were going for a walk. He was drunk. 
He didn't know what he was doing. stance between sections. If teenagers can't try to look cool in restaurants because it is Council Bluffs has a solution for all 

of these fretting neighbors, it's called 
a Party Tip Line. One can call the line 

and give the address or approximate 
location of an underage drinking party 
so that authorities can go check it out. 
The caller may also receive up to a $ 50 
reward in addition to the satisfaction of 

The current and popular method of ceiling fans, clearly illegal to light up, they may never start. 
Il 't help. In fact, it becomes more of an annoyance. The Parents might not feel as if there is anywhere to go with 
l lrcu late the smoke throughout the building directly to friends to have a cigarette with, so would quit as well. 

il y with the baby in the high-chair. If parents quit, teens couldn't sneak cigarettes. 
Smokers tend to forget that smoking does bother other Smoking in restaurants and bars should be banned 
Ie, Nonsmokers are fighting for their health and the because when it comes to choosing health or money, the 

ity to maintain it in public places. Most nonsmokers choice is obvious. 

His choice not only affected him, 
but all of those close to him and the 
family members of the two he killed. 

This boy's parents will forever 
wonder how their son could make such 
a huge mistake. This tip line one solution 
to help with this huge problem. 

LETTERS E·MAILS, FAXES, POLLS CARTOONS 
reporters mishandle religious topics 

Editor, 

/Is I sat down to read the latest edition of the Register, my 
were drawn to the Opinion section. I was overwhelmed 
sadness as I read three specific articles that harshly 

Christianity. I find it quite astounding that Central 
s itself on diversity and acceptance and then promotes 

that completely oppose it. I understand freedom of 
but we also have a tradition of civilly and balance 

was sadly absent from the articles. 

Regarding the column titled "Religious Issues Leave 
Confused, Outraged," I feel sad that the author 

su ch a dismal experience of the Church. However, 

of teens, including myself have had very different 
Powerful worship, relevant Bible srudy, working 

worlds, and having personal relationships with God is 
31. The accusation that religion is irrelevant, misguided 

d WJste of time is more a reflection of the author's bad 
nee, rather than an objective analysis of what is taking 

in churches around the world. 
I have one final point regarding references in the last two 

regarding religion and homosexuality. Christians do 

ate homosexuals. We believe that the scriptures teach 
It is wrong, The Bible teaches to hate sin, not the sinner. 

then we are disobeying God. 

It is first very ImporUnt to point out that the ",utlde" refemd to wert 

the Opinion of the staff, and columns, the opinion of.the iuthor, It lsalso 

important to point out that thf Rrg/sttr d~ Indeed dlwrslfy'!ts (overage, 

pieces highlighting the charity and relglous wort done by Indlvlduab 
the A(ghanistan story (Sff Milt I, sfdIon A. pIIgd, column I),lt Is entour· 

for students and faCIlity to submit their opinions to ffIe Rtgifttr In the fonn of 

lea .,eners to the editor. Thank you, 

after pili belongs over the counter 

Editor, 
Having the morning after pill available over the 

r is a pretty controversial issue. Most would say it is 
Jrn~snon"ihle girls who don't want to bother with birth 

Bu t there are times when birth control fails and this pill 
in ensuring the girl does not get pregnant. Some 

t even take it as a precautionary measure. 
I believe that teen pregnancies would decrease drastically 
morning after pill was made available over the counter. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR WANTED 

Letters to the Editor are gladly accepted in room 315, via e-mail 

at Central,Journalism@ops.org or in Mr, Deabler's mailbox in the main 

office. 

Letters must be facUJal and contain the author's full name and 

grade. Incorrect or unSigned letters will not be printed. The use of pen 

names is not allowed, 

Columnist should be more knowledgeable about religion 

Dear Editor, 
Growing up in a home with no religious base made my life hard. Regarding a 

column in the last issue of the paper, I feel sorry for the writer's lack of faith. 
All of the work and effort religious people put in every week are because God's 

word tells them to serve. 
Secondly, the money people donate each week doesn't go to the pastor 

or rabbi's party time , it goes to missionary's who help starving kids. Not every 
religious person hates gay people. Jesus teaches us to love everybody, yet it is a sin 

to be gay, because gay people cannot multiply. 
But everyone sins every day and sins are all the 'same in God's eyes. Killing 

someone all the way to cussing are all the same and everything in between is 

considered a sin in God:s eyes. 
Forgiveness is the key, if you have faith then you receive forgiveness. 
My point is that my childhood without religion would have been hard. It has 

changed the meaning to my life and I have faith in God. 
I think the community is awesome and supportive. Even if there is no God, 

heaven;Jesus or whatever, I am glad I have more faith than the writer. 

Erica Yates (12) 

Newspaper entertains readers with four different sections 

Dear Editor, 
I think the Register is pretty cool and I think the staff is doing a great job 

on informing us with information about our school. Though there are many 
interesting stories, I think we as a school should discuss more politics in the school 

newspaper. 
I think you are succeeding and doing a good job. Keep bringing the srudents 

good information. 

Jonalban Lopez (10) 

Senior misses In-school weight-lifting contests 

Dear Editor, 
1 think Central was more fun when we had Mr. Central and the talent show 

STUDENT POLL 

Is the drug tip line a good idea and will it help? 

/ 

520 ,/ud.ntJ po".d 

during school. Now the school isn't as fun as it used to be 
without these two events. 

LaSonia Hart (12) 

Newspaper should diversify sports coverage 

Dear Editor, 
I think that the newspaper should have more equal 

coverage of all sports. I like how the paper is now, I just want 
to know more about the less popular sports that my friends 
are in. That includes underclass school sports which are not 

covered very often in the paper, if at all. 

Alex Maca (11) 

New help line seen as good Idea 

Dear Editor, 
The party tip line is a great idea. It can help prevent 

under-aged drinking which can usually lead to sex. It is also a 

good idea to be anonymous . 

Aaron fnInch (I) 

REGISTER YOUR OPINION 

DO _THINK IT IS A GOOD 
IDEA TO HAVE A np UNE 

FOR MINORS WHO ARE 
DRINKING? 

"It should get people in 

trouble, but if someone has a 

serious problem they could use 

it to get help." 

Jared Dittman (9) 

"Just let them party as 

long as they aren't hurting any 

one ." 

Matt Storm (12 ) 

"I think it would be safe 

because underage people 

shouldn't be drinking because 

it seems something bad always 

happens ." 

Ronald Cardwell (12) 

"It's a good idea to stop 

kids from drinking, but it 

doesn't teach them a lesson ." 

Brenton Donaldson (9) 

"Someone could get hurt. 

But they could get in trouble 

and those consequences could 

be worse." 

Trista Kelly (10 ) 

"If it isn't hurting someone, 

then there is nothing wrong 

with a little fun." 

Natalie Younger (9) 

\ 
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:Senior gives time to prepare auditorium for Spring play, annual Roads 
would cost more that It was worth jUst 10 

them take down our curtains, send thern 

and have them cleaned," Nehrig said. "fie 
us to get some vacuum cleaners and do 
best we could with what we have." 

BY DANIHLE WHIT 

SeniorJason Nehriggoes to the auditorium 
every day fourth hour to make sure everything 

is still in one piece. 
It is difficul t to get to and even use the 

stage because of all the renovations. As each 
phase of the renovation advances , both he and 
drama teacher John Gibson said they are fearful 

of what may happen next. 
"The construction has made it impossible 

to work or even stay in the auditorium for an 
extended period of time." Nehrig said. "It's 

absolutely disgusting in there." 
He said recently he had taken some of the 

shelves out of the auditorium fo r use and had 
to wash them six or seven times to get all of the 

dust and debris from the renovations off. 
"Everything is just covered with dust and 

dirt," Nehrig said. "Whenever 1 walk across the 

stage I can see my footprims." 
Not only is dust a problem, but being so 

close to a construction zone raises questions 
about safety. He said he heard a drill once fell 

on the stage by acciden t. 
This is another reason why students 

couldn't be on the stage. 
This inability to use the stage has not only 

caused drama classes some inconvenience, 
but the Fall musical, "Cinderella," was also 

affected, 
Gibson said at first the musical cast 

attempted to mop and sweep the floors to 
prevent the show from being postponed, 

he had to call it quits. 
"Postponing the musical was a tough 

decision, but someone had to do it," Gibson 
said. " It was just so cold without any heat 10 

there, even the dancers who were movmg 

around were complaining," , 
The Pall musical will take the Roadshow s, 

place and the Roadshow will be held during the 
Spring musical's date. Therefore, there will not 

be a spring show. 
The Spring musical had not even been 

chosen yet. Gibson said this decision is usually 
made by his advanced drama students after 

they read seven or eight plays. , 
He said not having a play wasn t a great 

loss, but others believe the month the cast 
spent rehearsing "Cinderella" was time that 

could have been better spent. 
"There were a few people that were 

upset because we'll basically have to re l ear~ 
everything because that's a lot to remember, 
Nehrig said, 'but that was expected, and 

fortunate ly the overall consensus was pretty 

positive." . 
Nehrig has not only helped With the 

construction and design of the set, but he is 
also a cast member and said he is anticipating 

the rerum to practices. 
"Hopefully we can get everything cleaned 

up so we can meet and get ready for practices as 
soon after the break as possible," Gibson said. 

Gibson said there are many parts of 
auditorium that will need professional 
and other parts may need to be 

altogether. 
"We have to make sure that the I 

lights and the sound system even 

properly," Nehrig said. 
Anytime electronic devices and IighlS 

to be cleaned, they usually end up askew 

much has to be done to get them back i 

order, Gibson said. 
Cleaning may be costly if much of 

auditorium is beyond repair. 
Nothing was removed or put into 

from the auditorium towards th e 

of renovations because Gibson said no 

thought there would be such a mess. 
Nehrig said he isn't sure whe re the 

is coming from to clean the auditori um. 
something has to be done because SI 

shouldn't be punished for the renov<lliuns . 
are supposed to be helping the school. 

All of this cleaning and rebuil ding of' 

auditorium must be done quickly as 11 

already been rented out for a performance 

Dec. 20 and 21. 

'''The Prairie Nutcracker' 

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISHR 

The "Cinderella" cast was responsible for clearing the make-up room for "The Prairie Nutcracker," 

play. Senior Jason Nehrig (ABOVE) moved furniture and other set materials under the stage, 

But as illness struck many cast members 
and teachers as a result of the horrible work 
environment and the lack of heat, Gibson said 

This is a bigger task than it may seem. 
Nehrig had been calling several different 

cleaning services to come into the building and 

give the school a quote on the approximate cost 
cleaning of cleaning the entire auditorium. 

" I called one service and 1 was told that it 

the auditorium through TAC 
Administrative Center)" Gibson said. "So 

it's not usable by then I don't know Whdt ' 
going to do, but we' ll have to find so . 

for them to go." 

Alumnus composer brings musically-improved ballet to school during winter bre 
BY BRYAN SWOTEK "I would call him a new·age Copland Kuethe said she had been performing "The She said she had to work quickly with the hopes it brings more of the aspiring .' 

Changing "The Nutcracker" isn't an easy 
task. However, alumnus Rick Kuethe composed 
music fo r a midwest version of the ballet call ed 
"The Prairi e Nutcracker. " 

The ballet will be performed on Central's 
stage on Dec. 20 and 21 and even snldents will be 

abl e to appreciate the messages and art. 
Kucthe said this "prairie" ballet, which was 

Originally written by Betsie Andrews, is about 
the midwest in 1869. 

Andrews said when the music starts , 

some people forget they are viewing "The 
Nutcracker. " 

"The music flows so well with the cast and 
the set," she said. "Without th e music it would 

be a completely difterent production." 
And rews sa id she was sick of hearing 

the same music used in the orig inal balle t and 
thought the music co uld use a change . 

She has been using Kuethe's music in 
dancing ever since th e 19805 because she loves 
his music. 

because his talent is easily comparable to those Prairie Nutcracker" for years and had grown dancers to teach them the new moves for "The drama and dance students. 
g reat composers," she said. tired of the music. Prairie Nutcracker." She said she has had full -grown 

Kue rhe said he wrote 80 percent of the She wanted to incorporate a new twist to He said he loved the ballet and the plot. who have full·tune careers In farm 1l1,l(. 
music currently in the ballet. change the dances and the traditional play. He went ' right to the heart of the up to her completely moved after un e of 

It wasn't exactly an easy task fur him to get "She wanted to use the same music by performance, the only thing the production performances. 
his music heard. Tchaikovsky and just add piano parts, but 1 did needed, which was new music. When these type of fans approJeh · 

He said Andrews wanted him to write new not think that the music fit very well, so J wanted Andrews said his music is fun, whimsical she said they grab and shake both of hel' 
music in a short time period for this ballet. to write new music," Kuethe said. and heartwarming. saying how they've portrayed the far m-lift 

Kuethe said she originally came to him not Andrews wanted him to work with the She said he used different instruments " I wouldn' t recommend bringing \. 

to completely write new music, but to change original composer's music and slightly modify it, and new techniques compared to the previous kids to the ballet, but some have come d~d . 
it slightly. but he ran into some difficulties. composers. were absolutely in love with it," Andrcws 

Andrew's said the balle t and music began Kuethe said he called Andrews and told her "The people in the midwest and especially "They just sit on the edge of their seats anJ . 

changing when Kuethe sent his music to them. he did not think the music was fitting and he his fans and people in Omaha should be able to eyes get really big. " 
"His music was abso lute ly incredible. wanted to write new music for her. hear the music," Andrews said. "The ballet has a Kuethe said he has been working III 

The music we had, which was all written by He said she did not want new music since · lot of midwest ethics and issues that we have to music for the ballet since the summer ,,j 

Tchaikovsky, was Russian influ enced," Andrews her dancers and other cast members had already hang on to." when Andrews Originally proposed the 
said. "It did not fit with the midwest theme, known the music. She said she would hope people in all age him. 
but Rick added a lot of new instruments not "Tchaikovsky's music kind of worked, but groups would appreciate the music and the Since then he has given 21 pieces of 

originally in the music." I didn't think it was not really the style of music dancing in the ballet. to Andrews. 
One of th e instruments in the ballet is that the piece needed," Kuethe said. . She said she hopes children don't think it "I have been really busy wri [in ,~ 

an Indian flute, which played a big role in the After Andrews received the new music is only for adults because with the new music it and putting it all together on the pian, . 
midwestern culture and is heard freq uendy in pieces, she said she realized the dances needed now can easily entertain al1 ages. has been so much fun and 1 am realh 
the ball et. a different tempo. Since the play is being held at school she forward, to the final product ," Ku ethe ;,11,1 

This professor teaches 
beyond the books 

at Nebraska. 
COLLEEN JONES, Assistant Professor of Management at the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, is shaping business leaders. Her 

senior-level Leadership in Organizations course pushes students 

to examine their values in preparation for their next step-a 

career. Because while management requires a knowledge of 

business, it also demands vision and decision-making skills. And 

you can't get that out of a book. .. I believe our students really 

want to live up to their 

a true inquisitiveness, 

to know. It makes it 

FOR SHAPING FUTURES ... 

There is no place like Nebraska. 

Admissions: 
402-472-2023 
adm 155100s. uol.edu 
M l ........ ~...,. .. ' ........ .ok,r al o(f ""' ~ 
fth • <r)II'I .. ffitH.,.,. pbn kU ~., . 

potential. They come in with 

a sense of really wanting 

rewarding to teach here." 

Rated a "BEST VALUE" 

NeI5IVERSITY OF 

Lincoln 

B 

\ 
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coumsy OF WARNER BROS. PIClURES 

Berry puts on a dramatic and thrilling performance to give the audience 
ng different from her past characters, 

filler uses twists, turns to 

sh towards unexpected end COURTESY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES 

BY DANIELLE WELTY Chloe refuses to speak with her 
because Grey believes she is crazy. 

Jack Nicholson and Diane Keaton are stunning audiences with their acting abilities and humor in "Something's Gotta Give," 

" was fortunately not like 
horror movie ever released 

it was actually entertaining. 

The movie fails at its wild card of 
making Grey appear to be insane. 

The reason behind Grey being 
Adult-oriented movie fails to intrigue teens 

placed in the ward aren't any 
c scenes where 

cheerleaders 
~~~~~~~~~~~~= in the first place 

'Iated after MOVIE REVIEW •••• " 
is because she 
committed a horrible 
murder, and her 
motive as well as 
the details of the 
murder are revealed 
throughout the 

"GOTHIKA" 
Starring; Halle Berry 

is set in a psychiatric 
Halle Berry, who plays the 

role of Miranda Grey, does a 
ob as a mental patient. 

agine waking up in a psychiatric 
locked in a glass cell, wearing a . 

medical gown while former co
t S stare at you. 

is what Berry's character must 
in one of the opening scenes . 

rey was once a doctor at the 
[ric ward. The movie opens up 

t talking ro a patient, Chloe, 
the demons attacking and raping 

movie in flashbacks. 
Flashbacks in a pseudo-thriller 

movies never truly appeal to the 
audience or bring a new form of 
entertainment. 

"Gothika" touches base with 
something humans know very little 
about, their own minds. 

There is a thin line berween sanity 
and insanity as well as reality and 
fantasy throughout the movie . The only 
problem with "Gothika" was its title. 

The line "not alone" is prevalent 
throughout the movie as it is marked 
on walls and slashed into character's 
skin and would be better suited as the 
title rather than "Gothika ." 

BY JOHN KENDALL 

"Something's Gotta Give" is definitely 
"something" else due to remarkable performances 
from some classic actors. 

Harry Sanborn (Ja,ck Nicholson) is an aged 
playboy who has never dated anyone over the age of 
30 in his 63 years of living. He has also never been 
married. 

Sanborn begins to have a change of heart, 
however, after running off with his recent young love, 
Marin (Amanda Peet), to her mother's beach house. 

They have an awkward encounter with Marin's 
mother, Erica Barry (Diane Keaton), and her friend 
Zoe (Frances McDormand), and later come across 
the charming, young doctor Julian Mercer (Keanu 
Reeves). 

The movie is a tale of not knowing what is had 
until it is lost, trying to find it only to lose it again 
and again. 

Keaton fulfills her role as a neurotic 53-year-old 
playwright who is uncomfortable with her daughter 
dating a significantly older guy. 

Nicholson, a chauvinistic and laissez-faire owner 
of several rap record labels, contrasts her character 
to create that key, humorous friction needed for any 

Kenneth]. Backman 
landscape architect . 

t 

402.572.0622 

WOOD DEC 

Michelle Marsh 
congratulates 

the members of 
the Class of 2004 

Good luck this year! 

movie like this one. Some people of the younger, less mature 
His suggestive humor appeals ro the guys in generation, however, might not want to see certain 

the audience , should a guy go to see this movie. He scenes of the movie. 
proves to be a classic, well-rounded actor being able Much of the humor is sexually oriented, but 

to do a villainous comedian ~~~~~~~~~~~~= with the bit of taste and class that allows 
(Joker, "Batman") as well as an anyone of any reasonable age or gender 

old romantic. MOVIE REVIEW ro enjoy. 
The audience will also see This probably comes from the adult 

a side of Nicholson they may ~ • ...: ~ ~ ~. /' acrors making the jokes for a change. 
have never seen before during ... fF 'iI!P' P The movie does contain some of 
one of his more nonsensical, "SOMETHING GOnA TO GIVE" the stereotypical "chick Aick" symptoms 
random moments. Starring; Jack Nicholson in which it is not sure whether they 

Peet and Reeves have should be laughed at or be found as 
a rather typical role and 
performance as young lovers in this movie who both 
happened to be interested in dating older people, 
and McDormand displays a model ac ting job as the 
supporting friend. 

Some characters just seem to drop off the face 
of the Earth for a while at times, as well, only to pop 
up later at seemingly irrelevant moments. 

"Something's Gotta Give" has a PG-13 rating for 
brief nudity, sexual content and strong language. It 

is definitely a movie geared mo re towards an adult, 
feminine audience, but there is nothing about the 
movie most people would not understand. 

A T F A C 

E y E G L A S S 

E v E N 8 T U D E N T 

annoying. 
There are also some situations, which a younger 

audience might understand but not really connect 
with. There are certain shots here and there in the 
movie where the technical quality is a little under par. 
Meaning some scenes appear to have a grainy look 
to the screen as well as one moment where there is 
lightning, but it is obvious it was not done in the same 
setting. 

"Something's Gotta Give" is a decent movie 
overall, giving the audience a nice break from the 
all too common attempt at a teen-oriented romantic 
comedy. 

T 0 R Y 

0 U T L E T 

S C A N F I N D 
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COURTESY OF EPIC RECORDS 

ALBUM REVIEW .., 
"LOST DOCS" 

By: Pearl Jam 

Grunge band's 

newest release 

allows acoustic 

songs to shine 

BY ROB HUNTER 

If nothing else, Pearl Jam has 
established its dedication to its fans. 

"Lost Dogs," along with the B
sides, is a newly comprised collection of 
songs recorded over the past 13 years, 
produced at high quality for re lease . 
What the album is not, is a 'best of" 
collection with 20-some re-recordings 
that are already owned. 

The band provides 31 unreleased 
songs for its grunge fan base. 

The obscure tracks from vocalist 
Eddie Vetter seem to be intended for 
loyal fans, not newcomers, or at least 
the style of the recordings seems to 
indicate that most newcomers would 
not understand. 

As they should be. Vetter has made 
it clear to the press and his fans he has 
no intention on releasing music for the 
mass-popular genres. 

As evidence, the band hasn't 
released an album with a barcode since 
1996, including "Lost Dogs," making 
the band's music ineligible for popular 
music charts. 

For fans who have combed record 
stores and Internet file-sharing servers 
for rarities, the album is a dream come 

true . 
The album includes live sets 

like "Footsteps," and the Who cover, 
"Leavin' Here," which leave the listener 
appreciating the acoustic aura Vetter so 
willingly and embracing puts off 

The live songs leave the psychotic 
Seattle-grunge fans shocked with the 
quality of the rarities. 

"Footsteps" is the single best song 
in the collection. 

It makes the band come alive 
without having to blow the speakers 
out. 

It continues to remind the listener 
of early power songs like early "Better 
Man." 

The second part of the album, or 
the B-sides, seems more of a mellow 
ode to Seattle and the grunge culture. 

It feels more real, and draws the 
listener closer to Vetter. 

The mellow "Drifting," "Dead 
Man" and "Strangest Tribe" seem to 
mirror Neil Young's quieter work, and 
almost have the listener believing Young 
is behind the guitar, not Vetter. 

"Dirty Frank" however seemed 

very sporadic and unlike most Pearl 
Jam pieces, it left listeners unsure how 
to react. It wasn't the highlight of the 
collection. 

The hidden track 'l\pril 20, 2002," 
seemingly written for the day former 
Alice in Chains front man Layne Staley'S 
body was discovered, proves the band 
retains close ties to their fellow Seattle 
musicians. 

For fans more interested in the 
present than the past, the band will also 
release a DVD on Dec. 23, "Live at the 
Garden," recorded in New York during 
its most recent tour. 

The collection is not "Blonde on 
Blonde." but is most definitely worth 
the $13 paid for it. 

Unless you are a fan, the first part 
of the compilation is about as good as 
a coaster. 

However, the B-sides is a 
melancholy album worth being placed 
near the stereo for repeated use. 
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COURl'ESY OF WARIER BRos. PICTURES 

Tom Cruise, who plays Nathan Aigren, rides his horse into battle many times in the film "The last Samurai." The film is bound to be a hit with movie critics. 

Cruise brings film to award-winning level 
BYBRYA'l SWOTEK as if they are in Japan and are looking over bloody Algren learns and .uses Japanese fighting skills 

battlegrounds. he picks up while fightmg With the people who do 

Everv time a blade is thrown, it is heard 
through o ~t the theater. Blood can even be heard as 

Ken Watanabe plays the head Samurai not approve of his presence. 
Katsumoto. He successfully performed the role of The film obviously has a message about 
the fighter and with little difficulty, made the fight obedience and honor and all of the. men and women it drops and flows to the ground. 

There is no doubt Tom 
Cruise's new film "The Last 
Samurai" will win awards. The 
movie is absolutely outstanding. 

It is not often when a movie 
can take breath away and make 
the watcher feel sorrow or 
chuckle in the same movie. 

It starts out with a bit of 
history and gives the audience a 

~============ scenes look real. in the town all have respect for their fellow fighters. 
When the army is attacked Throughout the multiple acts of a religious 

MOVIE REVIEW ...... 
"THE LAST SAMURAI" 

Starring: Tom Cruise 

by the Samurai and loses a suicide that were performed by the Japanese men, 
drastic amount of people, Cruise tllis message becomes clear and well-accepted_ 
is injured. His injury marks the But this movie is not for everyone. If the 
real beginning of the story . moviegoer posesses a weak stomach and does not 

It may seem like a late like the sight of blood, then another film would 

starting focus for a movie, but work better. 
it is all relevant because the However, for historical movie buffs, this is the 

little information as to what is going on and where 
the movie is taking place. 

beginning has a lot of information best thing since sliced bread. . . 
and the audience should pay close attention to what This movie is not good for all ages and 1t IS 
is going on. rated "R" because the blood and gore are in a high 

After being attacked, Cruise finds himself in the abundance . 

ALBUMRE 
~111,, ~ 

"SACRED LOVE" 
By: Sting 

Jazz feel 
listener ho 
on soft old· 

BY JOHN KENDALL 

Sting's latest release "Sac I 

is an earfull of timeless and 
entrancing sounds. 

It is difficult to pin just 
period of music to this album 
are sent off reminiscent 
Bowie, Billy Idol, and going 
as sounding like it was 
with a very jazz-like twist to 

and tempo. 
There is a track or two 

with a sound reflective of 

Dance, as well. 
He also appeals to those 

into more of the rhythm 
(R&:B) widening his audience 

than just those people who 
the classic rock and alternative 

Musical artist Mary J. Blige 
an appearance courtesy of 
Records with a duet in a track 
album, "Whenever I Say Your . 
a song of mournful longing. 

Other guest appearances 
Vicente Amigo playing the 
guitar in the second track . 
Love," and Anoushka Shankar 
the sitar in the ninth track, , 

of My Life." 
There is also a remix a t the 

the album of the 
"Send Your Love" put together 
Aude_ 

All of the songs are of a 

length, differing from m ost of 
musicians out in the media. 
track under three minutes. an d 

The movie requires a lot of attention. It does 
not seem like a mind-bending movie, but the entire 
idea of battle and war requires a lot of focus. 

The movie offers no time for restroom breaks, 
so those should be taken before thd movie beginS. 

town where the Samurai lives. There, he is nursed The movie is really long, Just shy of three 
back to health and he becomes well-acquainted with hours, which takes the audience through a roller 

the peQple in the town. , _ _" coaster oLeIIjotiQns\"rh'ey ' ~~ ~I~' ~I~~'I~~ ~ 
He quickly comes to like a woman, Taka, *ho' 'i peopf/!' who are kJl'!ed, are ' range 

The historical aspect is completed with geishas 
in colorful dress walking through the streets and the 
big change in the scenery of Japan. 

Cruise's character is Nathan Algren, a raging 
alcoholic and experienced fighter in the Army. He is 
saught out for his fighting and war tactics. 

Algren is asked to go to Japan to teach a very 
inexperienced army the skills they will need to fight 
the Samurai. 

People in the audience actually begin to feel 

th f mil four to five minut~ range. 
helps him. lose everyone in eir a . y. His music -follows the 

Taka, who originally does not like Algren. However, the length is not a downfall at all for 
in writing of alternating has a change of heart when she sees how well he the movie, 

h d d - I I thi fil verse and chorus, and yet nonc gets along with the family and how willing he is to Unlike ot er rea ful y ong epics, 's m 
fi lik h b d d d seem to get repetitive and drab. protect the village. Not to mention her. does not eel . e one as to e se ate in or er to 

Cruise looks incredibly scruffY in this 'epic and sit through the entire thing. most likely due to the 
h each track contains, and none almost the entire movie takes place in 1876 Japan. This is not the typical role for Cruise , but e 

sound like the last. All of the natives in the land look incredibly performs and fits the character well. 
One moment there "'ill clean and wel\shaven and then Cruise comes in and This movie is sheer genius and everyone vyho 

makes the town look dirty. can appreciate historical films should go see it. slight gruff in voice and upbeat 
of jazz, and the next there is the 
beat of classic R&:B and hip hop 

Album rocks old style with cutting bass lines, deep lyrics 
\ 

All this exists among the I 
of other instruments going 
same time including the basic 
basses and drums as well as 
common, or even known. 
darduk, cello and trombone . 

COURI'ESY OF EPIC RECORDS 

ALBUM REVIEW 

~ ~ 
"SPUNTER" 

By: The Offspring 

BY MICHAEL SMITH 

While the punk rebellion has been so watered 
down and commercialized by bands like Good 
Charlotte and Blink 182, any open ear can tell 
that The Offspring is seriolls about letting out its 
rebellious yells. 

Welcome to hearing music from a real band 
with real lyrics. It doesn't take the sellout title and 
that is why The Offspring has been so successful in 
recent years. 

The band opens its seventh album, "Splinter" 
with the lyriCS: "We are strong ... We are right. ,. We 
won't be pushed aside." It is about time to hear from 
a good punk-rock band. 

PleaSing the audience seems to be more 
important to the band than filling the members' 
wallets. 

The band proves it still has talent because each 
song is powerful. 

"The Noose ," a reeling, fast-paced anthem, 
which may be one of its best songs recorded to 
date. 

The Offspring proves with "Splinter" that it is 
still a force to be reckoned with. Nothing will stand 
in its way. 

With a distinctive acoustic sound on the whole 
album, the lyrics add a sense of flair that is not in 
most albums. 

It is the combination of songs like ''The Noose," 

other tracks like "Long Way Home" and "Da Hui" 
with the more experimental sound that truly defines 
The Offspring and makes it even more original from 
other bands. 

The bass thumps and the guitar cuts, just the 
way it should. "Splinter" truly shines, 

The mood is shown in the dynamics this 
band brings into the music. The albums' tracks 
are Significantly better then any of The Offspring's 
album in all the years of its defiant music. 

"Splinter" really follows directly in the footsteps 
of the bands' previous album in 2001, "Conspiracy 
of One." While "Splinter" is an excellent record it 
never quite reaches the previous' sound and flair_ 

"Spare Me" is an upbeat, catchy song with a 
strong rhythmic backing and a distinctive keyboard 
line. The song also brings enlightenment that makes 
for good karma for listeners. 

True fans should not worry, but instead should 
find a lot to appreciate in its entirety_ "Splinter" 
certainly holds its own and keeps listeners with an 
open mind. 

The audience who enjoyed The Offspring's past 
albums will particularly enjoy "Splinter." 

There is no doubt about it, this album will soon 
top charts. 

This album is definitely not a splinter in The 
Offspring sound. 

This band is definitely headed in the right 
direction. 

Sting's lyrics are all 

thought out and not 
only that, but they seem as 
could apply to anyone at an\' 
their life . 

If the listener is happy, 
music will sound cheerful or Jt 
content, even if it was not 
way, The same works the 
should the listener be depressed. 
an upbeat track could 
sorrow. 

This is not a feat many 
can do, or at least do with ease . 

Sting proves his worthincs; 
memorable and classic . 

creating those songs, which are 
in their emotion. 

The songs on this 
neither too aggressive, nor toO 

They are set at just the right feel 
they can be listened to while 
any task. 

"Sacred Love" contains a 

11 unforgettable tracks, which 
seem like all too much, but it 's 

to keep the listener 
roughly an hour. 

Cozy Campus, Inspiring 
Extraordinary Experience 

Central High Alumni 
Julie A. Frank 

Mary C. Gryva 
• Over 25 majors in high demand fields such as health care, business, education, 

sciences, and humanities 

• Newly renovated residence halls with modern spacious rooms, student lounges, 
computer lab, and state-of-the-art security system 

• Competitive athletic teams in basketball. cross country, golf. soccer, softba ll. and 
volleyball 

.. Freedom to explore your independence and strengthen your spirituality in a values
centered environment that is focused on you 

1'101 S 7 2 S lflll:l. OMAHA . NF 68124 402 -399-2405.800-926-5534 www CS I1l (' d ll 

Attorneys at Law 

FRANK & GRYVA P.C. 

Bus: (402) 346.0847 

Fax: (402) 246.5920 

201 Historic Liberty Plaza 

1823 Harney St. 

Omaha, NE 68102 
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re~~!~ng team struggles in second tournament 
, Gayer won his first match with an impressive 

wrestling team competed in the armual 

Invitational Tournament Dec.12 and 13 
rought home some much-needed experience, 
with some medals. ' 

omore Cavin Cooper placed first in his 
ass of 119 pounds. 

cr the tournament, Cooper said he was 
for the next tournament at the Ralston 

on Dec. 20 because each of his matches 
increase his abilities. 

' I expected to win at the (Boys Town) 
ent," Cooper said. '/\fter 1 did, I thought 
work paid off." 

Ie beat Ke llen McKim of Omaha Scutt High 
3-5. 

11 the first night of the two-day tournament, 
, sta rted his winning streak by beating Eric 
Elkhorn. 

en he competed against Brody Mayberry 
rora. who he beat, which put him in the 

match. 

' I just acted on instinct and I ended up 
19 the duel ," Cooper said. 

the first day, the Eagles had three 

n<ll ists who were juniors Blake Gayer, 
Smith and Cooper. 

:ooper is the only one who competed in the 
at this tournament. 

I'he elimination tournament included 
schools that were out of Central's district, 

tncluded some of the highest-ranked 
rs in the state . 

Guy Smith and Jae Torpy 
rlv and were both eliminated from the 

.1I n~ nt the first day. 

'" prepare the team for each tournament, 

said wrestlers practice every day after 

Ie ,a id he had confidence with Cooper's 

to win and was very happy when he did. 

pm agamst Shawn Elsey of Logan View. 

He said on the final day, he placed fourth at the 
tournament, but he plans on improving enough to 
qualify for State. 

He said he thinks his confidence grew too fast 
and he thought he could beat anyone. 

Gayer said the State tournament will be 
tough , but he is looking forward to it because he 
thinks he will place . 

" I never know what to expect with Blake " 
Poster said. "One time he will pin SOmeone, b~t 
the next move he could be pinned," 

Sophomore Joel Torpy placed sixth in the 
Boys Town Tournament. 

He said before his next match he is going to 
work out more and practice freeing his legs to 
aVOId bemg pinned. 

Poster . said when wrestlers lift weights or do 
other exerClses to improve their strength , it doesn't 
change their weight class because they don't start 
any strict protein diets. 

Injuries aren't something any team can' t 
prepare for and junior Terrance Smith found that 
out the hard way. 

Foster said Smith hurt his knee and basically 
had to disqualify himself from his last match. 

He placed sixth in the tournament because 
he had to forfeit . 

.One the first day Smith was on his way to 
earnmg a top place after winning against Jon 
Mahoney of Underwood. 

• He kept up his dominating ways until the 
semifinals, when he lost to Dylon Wheaton of 
Omaha Scutt. 

For the tournament at the Ralston Invite 
Foster said a couple of the wrestlers are going t~ 
be out of town and some won't compete because 
of injuries. 

But he said he expects the team to perform 
well and compete as if they were trying to win at 
State or Districts . 

DEVIL IN A BLONDE WIG 
A COWMN BY ASHLEY WELTY 

Student proves 

to be perfect fan 

for NU football 
When people talk about Nebraska 

most imagine men sitting around 
discussing the star players in the Husker 
lineup. 

I like to do those things too, but in 
this Husker-male-dominated state, [ am 
not accepted . 

I love football. I love to watch it 
and even play it. But since I am a girl, 
I should be somewhere on the sidelines 
chee,ing. Thi s is one g irl who won't 
stand for that stereotype. . 

Nebraska football is huge, if 
you haven't noticed, so I have always 

been raised th at the only sport worth 
watching is football . I grew up with my 
fa ther yelling at the television during 
a game and wondered why he was 

yelling. 
When [got older, I thought football 

was just pla in stupid. It was just another 

sport, who cared. But then I sat down to 
watch a gam e to see what the big deal 
was. I thought it was mildly interesting 

so I sat down each Saturday and started 
understanding the game of football. 

I expect all of my w restlers to win if they 
.. Foster said. 

;.lyer also competed in the tournament and 
t class is 130 pounds. 

He said each tournament needs to be taken 
seriously because it is a part of the season . . 

Jeff Hart contributed to this story. 

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTERlREGISTER 

Junior Blake Gayer (ON TOP) helps the team gain points in his first match, dominating Shawn Elsey 
of Logan View and winning Central's first match. 

So when [ was in sixth g rade, I tried 

to play football with some of my guy 
frie nds. But they never gave me the ball . 
I started to realize that football field was 
one place a girl didn't belong. 

I have experienced this ste reotype 
all of my life. Even a couple of months 
ago [ tried to talk to my guy classmate 

about the upcoming Husker game. 
He basica lly ignored me and ended up 
push ing me out of the circle . 

sketball player signs letter of intent with university in Chicago 
BYJEFF HART University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Head boys varsity basketball coach Eric Beherns said White 
Friends, family and administration surrounded senior Karl will help boost the game and the University of Illinois in Chicago. 

White as he signed his letter of intent to the University of Illinois His talent and ability to adapt will help him succeed. 
at Chicago. HI know that Karl will fi t in with the program," Behern s said. 

HI feel like I just signed my life away," White said. HI am Beherns said the school has a very strong team this year and 

confident in my decision." have two juniors who are all -conference player. He said if White 
White signed his letter on Nov. 19. This season he has become keeps working hard, he will become a successful player on the 

one of the stars of the basketball team. team. 

He is one of the first students from Central to sign a letter. HI feel that the school will not only help me with my basketball 
White's signing came as a shock to many of his friends and family. ca reer, but it will give me a good chance to get a decent college 

His father, Karl Epinger Sr., said he did not know why he had education," White said. HI want a life after college" 

made this decision, but had a lot of confidence in his son . He had other reasons for his choice. 
HGod's going to be waiting for him when he gets to Chicago," "I wanted to go back to Chicago for coll ege because [ have a lot 

Bpinger said. HHe will be safe, 1 am sure of it." of famil y that live fairly close to the university," he said . 

Epinger said he has met the coaches and is very happy with He said his family was always in his mind when he thought 

f i ~ M s y,.~ t ~m. , f ",",,, . , h" . , about his signing. )-Ie said he has lived in Chicago and tel) i[t love 
. White had heel1 re,ceiving offers from many schools, but he had " ..:Jith: t~e " ~ ity. Ii\",ould feellik ~b~~~ ' ~ ' g a;;; ·tu·hlin. ,. "'" -" . I, 

narrowed it down to two schools: University of Illinois in Chicago HIt is not like I am going to a strange, new city for college," he 
and University of Evansville, Ind . Both of the schools have a g reat said . "I already know my way around Chicago." 
basketball reputation, he said. He said his family would help him out whenever he needed it, 

HI signed with University of Illinois at Chicago, because I felt and he would still remember what the city is like. 
that this school had given me a great offer and I took it, " White He said his family and friends support his decision , His friends 
said. and teammates showed th eir support at the signing by simply being 

White said the signing, which is normally a big decision, was there. 
an easy one for him when he sat down and thought it out. "Karl is a wise person and he works hard in the sport," 

HI had two Division A Schools, who were offering great senior Cortney Grixby said. HHe knows what he wants to do in the 

scholarships and wanted me to play basketball for them," he said. "[ future." 

I get shocked looks anytime I name 
a player or the score from a game. Girls 
aren' t supposed to watch football. I am 

supposed to go play with Barbies or 
cheer on the sidelines. 

I went to a Husker game last 

season . I was so excited to see a game 
live. The last time I went was when I 

was younger and really didn 't care . But 

this time I found myse lf rushing my dad 
out the door at 10 a.m .. when the game 
didn't start until noon. 

On the way there I looked out the 

car window and saw people decked out 

in red and whire . It made IC\!:. Ji\lJgh, like 
all Neoraskans were suppbsed ,to' make 

a pilgrimage to Lincoln sometim e in 
life . 

When I stepped into the stadium, 

the noise was unbelievable . Every 
person was screaming at the top of their 
lungs, or so I thought. Then the game 

began and the whole crowd ye lled. But 
I got looks like "what are you doing 
here?" 

PHOTO IV JEFF HARTIREGISTER 

Karl White Signs a letter of intent with the University of 11-

at Chicago in the conference room in November. 

chose the better offer." He said White has a good futu re, and he has a great knowledge 
He said the school had a lot of talent and ability to have a great of the game and what will happen on the court 

year in the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) both "He will play well anywhere he goes," Grixby said. "H e is a 
this and next year he would have the greatest impact if he went to very good player." 

So after all my experiences, I still 
continue to watch footba ll. To all those 
people wh o believe that girls shouldn't 

like or even watch football, see ya at the 
game. 

gym facility may .replace long-standing Norris middle school home basketball court 
BY MICHAEL SMITH 

does not have a home basketball 
r foo tball field. 

Jerry Bexten said it is the only 

e Omaha area and maybe in the state 
not play in its home gym. 

se thoughts have brought about change 

y even more renovations. 
istant principal and athletic director 

said school administrators and 

High Foundation members have been 
. ng a possible lobby. 

Rusty Crossman, who is part of the 
's foun dation said unfortunately the 

a Public Schools' (OPS) bond issue did not 
a lobby in the plans, . 

sa id most of the plans included rewiring 
ir conditioning. 

Ie said the required amount of fu nds must 

ired quick ly to complete the lobby 

the plans drawn up," 
an said. 

e said the foundation has everything in 
except how to pay for the addition. 

PS does no t have any- money to pay for 
. so he said the foundation must look 

very difficult. to keep up with and understand 
what is going on. Gaylor is also part of the 

foundation and said the project changes on a 

daily basis. 
"The facility that we have now is not a 

complete facility," he said. 
Gaylor said the school should not have to 

put up card tables at Norris Middle School in 

order to sell concessions. 
He said all of this could be resolved with 

a concession stand in the proposed lobby area. 

However, Gaylor agrees with Pennirigton and 

Crossman, the whole vision is a matter of finding 

financial support. 
Gaylor said he believes the entire renovation 

project is larger than a.lot of people make it out 

to be. 
"With a lobby, the gym could be a multi

purpose facility used for anything from art 

exhibits, music contests or music performances," 

Gaylor said. 

Senior Crystal Howard said playing 
basketball games in the gym at Norris feels like 
her home because the team always practices 

there. 
"Most players would rather practice and 

play at our real school ," Howard said. 

Bexten said the project is in the discussing 
stages right now, until money is found for the 

project. 

Pennington said if the lobby is built, he 
would imagine it being built between the 
old entrance of the gym and the glass tower 

showcased from the recent renovations. 
Sophomore Hannah Andahl said it would 

be good if the school could find funds for the 

project. 
"I go to a lot of games and I know that 

a lot of students from other schools would 

rather travel to Central's gym to see the new 
renovations that have taken place, " Andahl said. 

Pennington said the lobby would have two 

levels . 
He said one level might include a show 

room for awards, and the other a concession 

stand and team rooms for players. 
Pennington said the current faci lity where 

home games are played doesn't fe el like a real 

home game. 
He said student's had to pl ay games on a 

court with Norris' name all over it. 
Pennington said with the new gym addition 

and renovations, the Eagles signature is painted 

. across the court and to some players that is 
where the Eagles should play and dominate over 

their opponents. 
He said banners must be put up every time 

there is a game at the middle school. 
"Here, we could ke ep up the banners as we 

please," Pennington said. 

Sophomore Chuck Mulligan said he likes 
the whole idea. He said he thinks no team 
should have to travel to another gym to pl ay its 

home games. 
'" feel that the current gym definitely needs 

m ore seating because our basketball teams are 

good enough to track people in ," Mulligan said . 
Pennington said he has recently received 

a bid on bleachers fo r the open part of the 

expansion of the gym. 
He said they must look into this matter 

seriously in o rder to m ake sure th at the expansion 

can hold the bleachers and will not cave in the 
fl oor. 

Howard said she thinks the idea of having a 

lobby is a good one. 
She said th e school needs to explore all of 

th e possibilities because it is in Central's best 

interest. 
Pennington said Central's locker room 

facilities are so fa r apart from one another, a 

team room would be adequate fo r the visiting 
team. 

'A team room would be enough because 

that is what we use now at Norris," Howard 

said. 
Howard said she feels that more people 

would come to the court because it would be 

Central's own. 
"The new court would really attract a lot 

m ore people ," she said. 

Bexten said after talking wi th coaches, they 
have expressed a high interest in playing in the 
renovated gyms. 

Jim Angele, the ass istant director of the 
Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA), 

said Central is one of many schools across the 
state that does no t play at its own campus. 

Angele said Central is not alone. 

. He said Ogallala High School m oves two 
and a hal f blocks down the street to play in an 
auditorium. 

He said it has also come to his attention that 

Omaha Northwest High School is nor playing 
any home games in rheir facility due to a water 

flooding. 
Howard said an exhibiti on game this season 

would be something she and som e of the other 

players would like to participate in. 
She said a game at the real home court 

would be something nice to do before the seniors 

on the team graduate . 
Angele said the NSAA has no problem with 

Central possibly playing varsity games in the 

new gym as long as the score is repo rted to the 
NSAA on time and the game is played on the 
scheduled date. 

"We must have ampl e amount of time to 

score the wildcard points for the teams," Angele 
said , 
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Basketball teams remain undefeated 
.. .. order to walk away 

Boys and girls varsity players use wlnnlng strategIes In . 

from Norris Middle School with two Wlns. 

Boys stun 
crowd with 
fast-paced 
first period 

BY KATIE BACKMAN 

The boys varsity baske tball gam e 

against North High School didn't have 

an empty seat in the gym nasium . 

The Eagles ' 89-73 win kept the crowd 

enterta ined and team with a perfect 

record_ 
Eagle speed was just toO much for 

the Vikings. 
Head varsity coach Eric Behrens 

said he thought the game was diffi cult 

to win because both teams had tough 

players. 
At the beginning of the game, he 

said he didn't know what to expect. 
Senior Karl White opened the 

game with a th ree-point shot. During 

the fi rst period , seniors Davon White, 
Karl and junior BJ Valentine scored, 

pushing th e score to an impressive 11 -0 . 

With five m inutes and 25 seconds 

left in the period, senior Cortney Grixby 

stepped omo the co urt. 
Behrens said Grixby wasn't going 

to be a starte r because he was still 

recovering from h is hand injury. 

Vikings ' senior Brandon Jackson 

tried to score the first two points for the 

team with a lay-up, but it was blocked . 
The top scorer for the opposing team 

was senior Ja'luan Willi amson who 

scored 15 points. 
Sopho more Derrick Russe ll 

stunned the audience by sco ring the 

most points for the Eagles. 
"I scored 22 points," Russe ll said. 

"It was a lo t of work." 
Karl was the next highest scorer for 

the Eagles with 19 points. 
Grixby and senior Brandon Gunn 

showed their teamwork like promised 

by passing the ball a lot . 
The Eagles we re in the lead at 

halftim e at 45-33 . 
A few Eagles did suffer injuries 

during the game 
Russell 's arm was cut and bleeding. 

The uther inju ries were suffered by 

Gunn and Washington. 
GUlln sa id he was elbowed in the 

mouth and his too th went through his 

tongue. 
He said he wasn't badly inj ured 

and his tongue didn't even swell. 

Washington said an opposi ng 

player elbowed h im in the face and it 

cut deep into his cheek. 
His cheek area continued to bleed 

after the game was over. 
"I think we played a good game ," 

Russell said. "We are a heck of a lot 

better. " 
Washingtun said he thinks the 

team played hard, and even though it 

is the second game, he thinks it was its 

best performance. 
With the two wins, he thinks it 

is getting the team well on its way to 

winning State and other tournaments. 

After the game, Washington said 

he thinks the Eagles have to improve on 

their defense and free throws. 
"I think we were mentally 

prepared," Washington said. "North 

played alright, they just need to get 

more prepared." 
Davon said he thinks the team ran 

across the court a lot and it paid off 

once the game was over. 

Lady Ea 
show how 

• • 

to Win W I 

new coach 
BY KATIE BAWLA \ 

First year head gl r', 

basketb all coach Chad TO\\ 

the goal was to play hard and hOl l 

At the recent game "gJlI1'; 

High School, the team did 

asked w ith a 58-38 win. 
The lady Eagles ran th ~:r 

all over the coun. 
The game opened \\'1\ h 

two-point score from jun iur . 

Booker of the Eagles. 
Booker said she th in b the 

p layed a good offensive game 

With five minutes and ~" 

left to the first period, the ", It 

2. 
The Vikings scored the Ii,,: 

points from senior Natash,1 

Marisett was the leading SWl t!" 

points. 
Before the game st.wcJ. · 

Vikings girls coach Tola Bla,k ; 

wanted her g irls to play tough 

she thought Central was (lU' Ii! ' 

main rivals. 
"Some of our players ddl1;' 

Crystal was a senior this \ l Jr. 

said. "So the ~ame was C\ : 

they playe d to ugh ." 
The starters for the L,dls 

seniors Crystal Howard. 

Williams, Stephanie Wi lliam, .. 

Casey Bigsby and Booker. 

Howard scored 16 poi nt' 

the game. 
"We p layed a good gan", . I, 

said. "1 thought Na tasha 1\1 " 

the Vikings) played a good 1',lI11r 

Each pass m ade an oPI' lll t'l.I 

the Vikings to steal th e bal l \\ 

Eagles fre'luently did. 
With four minutes an d~ .j , 

left in the first period. 1\1-11'])( ;' 

sophomore Ashley Mayfie ld m,hi, 

steals. 
The first period score II .1' 

Howard then opened the SCC(1J1J.· 

with a three-pOint score. 

At the beginning of t'w 

Townsend said he wanted th , 

run up and down the coun ", 
o pposing team would be wor11 ,rJ; 

At the game, the girls did . 

the Vikings were called a fc\\ 

traveling wi th the ball, tryi11.": \ll 

with Central's speed. 

Eagles opened the 

of each period with 

the fourth when Vikin g~ ' " 

Thomesha Pe rkins scored thr,'" 

Th e only visible inju ries d I" 

game were of freshman Rach.ll'l 

who hurt her knee in the seelln,j 

and Vikings ' senior Brandy Cli tf; 

was hit in the fa ce. 
T he Eagles wo n runll int: .i ll 

38. 
Junio r Darcy Rurh erfi)]"I1 . 

team played good offense. 
"1 am glad we won ." Rilt 

said. 

Bigsby said she tho u~h \ 
Vikings played m ore of a strc ('t\1.1 11 

game. Meaning the team dicln !· 

stay organized with it ~ ol1,'n;(\( 

defensive p layi ng . 
''They just played ditfen'nt!1 

us ," Howard said. 

He said he the next game against 

Westside should be a cha llenge because 

the team has a lot of taller pl ayers. 

(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP) Senior Karl White attempts to score in the air, while Vikings' senior Brandon Jimerson jumps to block. Senior KeOnna Williams catches 

the ball from a pass, ~ s she turns to shoot a three-pointer, White prepares to shoot at the first game against Papillion laVista. Junior Casey Bigsby scores on a 

Bigsby said she is glad th e f' 

played a strucru red game hf' .. 

helped them win. 

run-away steal. ALL PHOTOS BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER 

Prep transfer impacts team through high scoring, leadership, attitu 
BY MICHAEL SMITH 

BJ Valentine is a junio r who has high hopes 

for the season afte r switching fTom a Creighton 

Prep Bluejay to an Eagle basketball player, 

Since he was just 4 years old , Valentine 

possessed basketball skills, which both impressed 

his family and friends. Valentine's grandmother 

owned a basketball team and he grew up playing 

with it and learning the fundamentals of the 

game. 
"1 had a close -nit relationship with them ," 

Va lentine said. " We were like family all 

together." 
He has played on such select teams as the 

North Omaha Bears and the North Omaha 

Cardinals, where he met and starred relationships 

with many of rus current players on the varsity 

basketball team. 

Valentine has always played the same 

posi tion , point guard . He said he doesn't want 

any other position, no matter what the cost. 

"It is the main position and backbone of 
the team," Valentine said . "1 wa nt to be the main 

person and 1 am also the type o f person that 
always wants to have a ball in my hand ." 

He has continued because o f his drive and 

motivation for the game. He said he is always 

focused on the future and what is set in front o f 

him. 

Valentine has not been an Eagle for long. 
He started high school at Creighton Prep. He 

said he went to Prep because it was where his 
g randmother wanted him to attend . 

"I went there and gave it a try," he said . 

Va lenrine said at Prep he was a lot m ore 

focused and there were very few distractions. 

But Prep's basketball program was not 

going the way he wanted it to .. 

Valentine said sometimes he did not see eye 

to eye with the head coach. 

"When you play poinr guard, you are 
basica lly a coach on the court," Valentine said. 

He said it was not working and he was only 

playing half o f the time . 

Prep's varsity head coach Josh Luedtke said 

'he w as Valentine's coach and has never really 

had any issues with him. 

"We let B.J. do things that only he could 

do," Luedtke said. 

He said Valentine is an Eagle now and he is 

still a good kid. 

"Myself and the rest of the Prep staff wish 

BJ well," Luedtke said . 

Senior Ka rl White said Valentine has a lot 

of heart for the game. 

"Overall. he is a very good point guard ." 

W hite said. 

He said he has represented the team well . 

"He is definitely getting along with the 

coaches and bui lding re lationships," he said. 

Valentine said he ktlew he had to make a 

change his junior year. H e looked at a priva te 

New Jersey school, but unfortunately he found 

out that they had run o ut of dorm rooms so he 

picked a different school in Omaha. 

He said he picked Central because of the 

basketball program the school offered and the 

relationship he had made with the player s. 

"These are my chi ldhood friends and 1 have 

played on a team with th em at one point in time 

or another," he sa.id. 

Valentine said Central h as the best chance 
for a State title this season . 

"My main focus is what I can contribute to 

the game and the team as a whole," he sa id. 

Valentine said he is wilhng and ]'l' 

playas hard as he can to get the wins. He 1 

wants to show everyone what he is 111 J,k 

"1 am used to these games," Vaknilil " 

" I have played on varsity teams before 

excitemen t was just not coming fas t 
Prep)." 

He sa id he has received numenlll' 

from colleges commending hi s abilit]l" 

co uld go to any college , he said his choll't' 

be the University of Connecticut. 

Valentine said the team this 

focused on implementing strong detcmlll 

rebounding skills. He said all he wa]1 t' 

State title , which is on eve ry player 's min.! 

Valentine said if the team plays! he 
has focu sed an d practiced by, it shoul,l \1i 

this season and he is going to do his be,! It'" 

that happen . 

+ ................................................................................ ~ 


