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By Kaitlin Jessing-Butz
hen Tyler Stahl began school
Central, he said he did not
Id very many high expecta-
s for himself. -

So the idea that he would

someday  be
inducted into
one of the

country’s most
prestigious col-
legiate honor
societies
would proba-
bly not have

Stal

occurred to
him.
But on Saturday, Oct. 5,

ahl became a member of the
artmouth  chapter of the
ational Society of Collegiate
-holars (NSCS).

Stahl estimated that there
re between 40 and 60 sopho-
ores and juniors inducted into
¢ chapter with him.
he hour-long ceremony
from the
upier’s president Cassandra
dch, a liaison from the nation-
organization and a Dartmouth
named John A.

itured speeches

rotessor
d551dS.
Stail said Rassias” speech,
“Gods, Heroes, Fallen
nyels and Fallen Arches,” was
rticularly  inspiring.  The
weech tied Greek and Roman
which is Rassias’
eaalty, into the plights and
lenges of teachers today.
After all of the speeches,
tahl said the inductees walked
age and took the member-
iip oath that highlighted the
nportance of maintaining and
creasing the pursuit of aca-

ititled
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Vote against
levy override
hurts district

By Paula Salhany

The halls are crowded, the

classes are cramped. Some stu-

Stahl said NSCS is compara-
It to high school organizations
ke National Honor Society in
1at 1t stresses community serv-
¢, academics and leadership.

dents feel they have to maneu-

ver though the gridlock of the

He said the chapter partici-
fates in many community serv-
¢ activities in the New
cl | ampshire area.

lhey do things like going to
lavid’s House, a place where
‘milies of children in long-term
ospital care stay.

Stahl said the main reason
or his induction was his high
rades in his freshman year at
Jartmouth.

“They want people that can
femonstrate clear academic per-
irmance,” he said.

But other factors play into

see DARTMOUTH page 9
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halls. For the last few years
Central’s population has been
steadily rising. It is the highest
it has ever been and officials
are looking at what can be
done to ease the strain.

Turn to pages 6-7A for an
in-depth look at overcrowding

. Photo lllustration by PAULA SALHANY/THE REGISTER
This photo illustration, featuring various Central students, is meant to dramatize what may happen if the current
trend of the ever-increasing population growth continues. How many is too many?

By Paula Salhany

Senior Zach Kruse said he has
noticed the rise in Central’s popula-
tion from his freshman year to his
senior year.

He said he notices his classes are
bigger, the competition in sports
seems to be greater and he said the
halls during passing periods are even
more difficult to navigate.

Kruse said it is harder to get
through the halls and a lot of his
classes are full.

“It's sometimes hard because
with class sizes so big, teachers have
a harder time giving individual
attention,” he said.

With 2,458 students in the school,
Assistant Principal Paul Semrad said
the school is definitely crowded, but
right now it is manageable.

He said it is most crowded in the
morning when students are gathered

If the people of Omaha had
voted for the levy override,
Omaha Public Schools (OPS)
would not be looking at over a
$10 million deficit going into
next year.

The levy override would
have allowed the school district
to use up tol5 cents more of
property tax money in order to
pay for the programs they cur-
rently have running, Luanne
Nelson, publicist for OPS said.

“The important thing to
note is that it would have been
up tol5 cents,” she said. “More
than likely we would have used
8 to12 cents of the money.”

But because the override
lost in the ballots by a 3-2 ratio,
the district will have to look at
other alternatives to make up for
the money shortage, John
Langan, president of the school
board said.

“I knew getting this passed
would be an up hill battle, but I
had hope,” he said. “We have
gone to the people of Omaha
asking for money before and
gotten it. I was very surprised at
how badly it lost.”

The district is going to have
to go back to the legislature now,
he said.

Vicki Anderson, vice presi-
dent of the Nebraska State
Educators Association (NSEA)
and Spanish teacher at Central,
said the vote says something
about both the economic times
and the people of Omaha.

“Sure we're all feeling the
pinch on our wallets, but the
people of Omaha have a very
narrow-minded, selfish view on
education,” she said. “They

in and around the courtyard.
He said the main reason for
acquiring four portables this year

was to help with over crowded class-
es.
“The portables give us an extra
36 classrooms a day,” Semrad said.
This means that during any

don’t want to be burdened with
education, not until it simply
has to be dealt with. Well, we've
hit that wall.”

She said now, the district has

given period of the day about 120
students are out of the building. But
that still puts Central over its maxi-
mum capacity which is 2,250 stu-
dents.

Sophomore Nicole Ketelsen
transferred from Mercy High School
where she said there were about 350
girls in the whole school.

She came to Central to try some-
thing new and to experience a larger
school.

“There are a lot of students but |
like the fact that you can talk to a lot
see OVERCROWDING, page 7

a few options.

They could go to the
Legislature and it could throw
out the state aid formula and
rewrite it.

They could also go through
with the lawsuit that has been in
the works for almost 2 years
now. Or they could start cutting
programs.

“We don’t want to have to
cut programs,” Langan said.
“We don’t want to have to hurt
students and we don’t want to
have teachers thinking that they
are going to have to go looking

see OVERRIDE page 11

By Paula Salhany

Beth Incontro doesn’t remember a
Otfrom the accident due to her injuries,
'ut she does remember being unable to
0p crying when she found out her sis-
er, RoseAnn Incontro, had died.

Last year on March 15, Kevin
adlock was driving under the influence
. l'"d plowed head-on into the Incontro’s

ar, killing RoseAnn, who at the time,
Vas a freshman at Central. The accident
Is0 injured others in the car.

‘My sister was driving and Kevin
vas driving towards us,” Beth said.
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Family members reflect on teen’s death
y

“The railing was on
one side of the car and
another vehicle was on

anywhere.”

Now, according to
records from the coun-
ty court house, Tadlock |
plead guilty on Oct. 16
to charges of motor vehicle homicide
and driving under the influence causing
bodily harm.

“I was really surprised he plead,”

mimrlu

ing guilty.

‘The Mikado’
The Drama
embarked down a new road
when it performed this play
for the first time.

A&E, 32C

Department
o

FACTS OH DRUNK DR'V'HG
Aledlol-l'ell'lﬁd mohr m
the other side, so she crashes kill someone every

couldn’t move the car 32 seconds Il'lll nan-faidly
injures somme aver;r two

; m hm MM thought he did the

said she is still not completely over her
sister’s death.
“For a long time 1 couldn’t even

Softball

Central’s team came together

team that went farcher than
many previous teams,

after plea of drunk driver

| Beth said. sleep in my own bed because I was so  said.
She said the upsetover her death,” she said. Beth said she still remembers her
family all had their Sophomore Addison Incontro, sister being a happy, cheerful, goofy

testimony down and
practiced. They were
expecting  Tadlock
would drag the court
case out. She said she

right thing by plead-
Even though he did plea, she

form an award-winning

SPORTS, 36D

RoseAnn’s cousin,
deeply affected the whole family, caus-
ing them not to talk as much.

“I also have changed the way I look
at drinking and drunk driving,” he said.

He said once RoseAnn died he
stopped drinking all together. Both he
and Beth said they encourage their
friends not to drink and drive.

“If it takes me being the sober one
so no one drives drunk,

said her death girl. Her family is still complying scrap-
books, to remember RoseAnn by.

“l miss her a lot,” Addison said.
“We had grown apart in the last few
years but once we started to go to high
school together we got closer again.”

Tadlock has been released on a bond
continuation and is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on Jan. 7, 2003. Tadlock and his
attorney were unable to be reached for

I'll do it,”she comment.
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Math Club hosts

metro-area contest

The Math Club recently hosted a competition in
which it placed second and earned many individual
awards.

This is the first time that Math Club has hosted
a high school level competition. This year the con-
test included six other metro high schools.

Central was within less than 20 points of a first
place finish. The competition was won by Creighton
Prep. This has been the best showing by the math
team this year.

Senior Melissa Hepburn placed first in the tar-
get round, one of four different rounds which were
held at the competition. Freshman Abby Camp
placed third and junior Alex Bloom placed fitth.

In the sprint round of the contest, Hepburn fin-
ished second followed by fellow senior Nick
Zielinski who finished third.

The Math Club will attempt to continue its suc-
cess at a number of competitions which includes
UNL Math Day and trips to Missouri and other
neighboring states.

The club has attended many of these contests in
the past. However, many feel that this year’s team
has the best chance of placing high.

The club also plans to host a junior high math
contest in the spring.

ROTC hopes practice

will lead to perfect score

The Varsity ROTC Drill team will participate in
the annual BFI drillmeet at the end of this month.

Junior Jeffrey O’Brien, who is the returning drill

team captain from last year and Varsity member
since his freshman year, said that once the team re-
ceives the moves they are to be ex-
amined upon, they are ready to prac-
tice for the competition. Upon exami-
nation by Creighton ROTC officials,
the team members hope to earn a per-
fect score.
i . The ROTC Drill team will also com-
O'Brien pete in the regional competition in
Missouri as well as the OPS drillmeet, which the JV
team will also compete in, against other OPS high
schools.

The team must master every step and forma-
tion perfectly if it wishes to receive a perfect score.
This requires strict discipline and team coordination
and control.

The team practices weekly in the new gym on
Wednesdays from 7 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. They also
can be seen marching on the turf periodically as
weather permits.

Latino Leaders give back
to Omaha community

This year, the Latino Leaders have already given
back to the community.

On every Wednesday the Latino Leaders help
take care of children while their parents attend
classes at Spring Lake School from the Chicano
Awareness Center. The Latino Leaders helped clean
up the Hanscom Park area on Nov. 2. They also
cleaned the south 24 Street neighborhood.

Senior Diana Fernandez said she enjoyed clean-
ing up south Omaha on Nowv. 2.

In December, members will sell enchiladas to
help pay for scholarships for senior members of the
club. Last year they sold enough to make about
$1,400. |

“We hope we can sell more,” Latino Leaders
sponsor Susana Lara said.

Later in the year, an UNO student group, Rosas,
will tutor Latino Leaders students during the day.

New club mixes strategy
with laughs, student says

War Strategy Gaming Club formed after a few
students generated interest last year. They looked
for a sponsor and science teacher Mark Smith was
up for the task.

In its first year, about once a week the members
BT got together to play such strategy
games like Risk, where each player
attempts to take over the world with
their armies, self-appointed club
spokesman junior Jay Searson said.

The club mainly plays board
games now, but said they hope to
play strategy games on computers in
the near future. The main problem with this idea is
that it is in conflict with the district policy that pro-
hibits any games to be installed on computers.

Searson has researched the idea extensively and
even drew support from Principal Jerry Bexten. He
said that the next step would be to get approval from
OPS administration, which will be the toughest step.

If they are able to play computer strategy games,
the top titles on the list will certainly include Warcraft
IIT and Starcraft. These popular strategy titles will
dramatically increase membership in the club,
Searson said.

Smith said that he sponsored the club because it
seemed like a good idea for the students. Club mem-
bers have lots of fun playing, while they also prac-
tice thinking many moves in advance.

He said that their club was similar to chess, but
it required a less demanding learning curve.

Club president Greg Merrill said that the club
members have fun playing board games now, but if
they could secure more funding, they could have a
variety to attract more members.

Searson

Compiled by Laura Diesing

World champion wrestler Rulon Gardner signs an autograph after giving an inspirational speech at UNO.

Gardner was a gold medalist in th

Photo by AARON MAURICETHE REGISTER

e 2000 Olympics.

Olympian speaks of motivation, success

By Aaron Maurice

A crowd of more than 600 gath-
ered on Nov. 13 at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) to hear
gold medalist and world champion
wrestler Rulon Gardner speak.

UNO hosted the event mainly for
its athletic booster members. Gardner
attended the University of Nebraska
at Lincoln (UNL), but his former col-
lege coach Mike Denney now coaches
at UNO.

Gardner’s message to the crowd
was one of hope and success. He was
not always a champion when he grew
up in a little town in Wyoming. It was
only through hard work and dedica-
tion that Gardner became more than
just another farmhand.

Gardner was the youngest in a
large family on a Wyoming ranch. He
was used to working hard milking
cows and moving bales of hay

His love of wrestling began in
middle school.

Gardner then entered high school
with plans to win in wrestling. He be-
came a solid athlete, winning nearly
every one of his matches. His next
obstacle came from his counselors and
teachers who said that he was not
smart enough for college. Once again,
his motivation to succeed was others
telling him he couldn’t do it.

He was recruited by UNL where

he began to dominate in competition.
His senior year, he finished fourth in
the NCAA tournament.

Gardner now had a new goal. He
planned to make the U.S. Olympic
team. He made the team and was able

to compete in the 2000 Olympics in -

Sydney, Australia.

No one expected him to win. No
one thought thata Wyoming farm boy
would ever have a chance to succeed.
Gardner once again proved them
wrong.

He won his preliminary matches
against all odds. He then found him-
self challenging a Russian for the gold
who has not lost a match in 13 years.

Gardner won the only pointof the
match when hi$ opporient Aleksandr
Karelin broke his grip, conceding a
point to the American. Gardner held
out the last 5 minutes and 20 seconds
of the match to win.

Gardner outlined seven points
that he followed each time he wanted
to achieve success. These points never
have been more relevant to Gardner
than in an experience that happened
just a few months ago. He was driv-
ing a snowmobile with friends when
he found himself stuck in a ravine. He
was exposed to the minus 25 degree
cold, wet and tired for 18 hours.

Garnder stuck to his points when
he was rescued. His extremities were

frostbitten and his body temperature
had fallen to a deadly 80 degrees., The
doctors said that he would lose his feet
and never be able to wrestle or even
walk again.

Gardner took the diagnoses as a
challenge. He worked every day to re-
store life to his dying body. After ex-
tensive therapy, he only lost one toe and
is currently training with the national
team.

“] should be dead, now I take ev-
ery day as a blessing,” he said.

He said that he is about 95 percent
of the shape that he was in before his
accident, but he knows that this is not
good enough. Gardner plans to train to
go to the world championships and the

‘Olympics in 2004.

After his wrestling career, he plans
to use the degree in physical education
he earned at UNL to give back to the
community that has supported him so
well. Gardner wishes to teach in his
home state of Wyoming, helping en-
couraging the next generation of youth
to achieve their dreams.

Marketing teacher Harry Gaylor
was among the attendees at the event.

He said that the message Gardner
delivered can be applied to any person
in any situation. He said that it had
universal appeal.

“He is the best, a world champion,”
Gaylor said.

28 (Thurs) Thanksgiving

Recess

The building will be closed this day and Friday the 29th so that students may celebrate Thanksgiving.

4 (Weds) Athletic Booster Club

Anyone involved in the Athletic Booster Club will need to meet in room 145 to discuss upcoming events. Please be

there no later than 7:30 p.m.

4 (Weds) PEP Holiday Tea

Parents Educators and Pupils will meet at the

celebration.

S (Thurs) College Financial Aid workshop

Seniors and their parents will need to be at school at 7 p.m. to learn

college.

7 (Sat) SAT Exam

Scoular building from 3:15 p.m. to 5 p.m. for a holiday

about financial aid opportunities for

Students who signed up for the SAT exam need to be at school by 8 a.m. to check in. The test will end

around 11:30 a.m.

7 (Sat) Academic Decathlon Scrimmage

Academic Decathlon will go to Wesleyan University for a scrimmage. Students must be at school at 7:15

a.m.

9 (Mon) Road Show Mee

Any students planning on trying out for the Road Show will need to

after school at 3 p.m.

ting

13 (Fri) CHS and Bel Canto Singers at the Joslyn

The CHS Singers and Bel C

14 (Sat) ACT Exam

Students who signed up fo
end around 11:30 a.m.

-

attend this informational meeting

anto Singers will be performing at the Joslyn Art Museum at 12 p.m.

r the ACT exam will need to be at school by 8 a.m. to check in. The test will

GSA plans t
unite studeng
with toleranc

Central’s Gay/Straight 4
ance is doing all it can to 1, !l
bring the school together.

For the past three years Gs
has been spreading the worq,
tolerance.

“We're working toway
building diversity at Centr;
Doug Stansberry, one of the ¢,
sponsors said. “It is a continy,J
effort.” ]

This year GSA is collaborafi, i
with Student Democrats to 4,
and create a diversity awaren;, B8
day. The clubs plan to pass out i, 8™
bons that they hope every studg, 88 V'
at Central will wear. |

Adam Christensen, one of t,
GSA presidents, said that anyy, | tk
is free to join GSA or sit in .
meeting. _

Christensen also said that ;, Y€t
club is just a way for students
get together to talk about any .
sue, not just about homosexuali; §

Group to sing!
at state contes

On Nov. 21, A Capella v
travel to the state competition -
Lincoln, bringing six first-ti
singers.

A Capella competes in a di 8
trict shared with 11 other schog! !
in the Omaha metro, includin 4
every Omaha Public Schoo
(OPS) high school with the exce; S8t €
tion of Burke and Northwest. '

Senior Norma Reynolds su;
she believes they are in the me |
difficult district in Nebraska an'}
anyone who qualifies for State:
an exceptional singer.

“When we collaborate wit
other schools, all four of our s
tions (bass, soprano, tenor an '.
alto) sound good while othe®
schools may not,” she said.

State will be held this vear: §
the Lied Center between Nov.? %
and24. -

Recently, A Capella sang wit}
the Omaha Symphony at th
Orphium Theatre on Oct. 27 I
performance drew a sizall
crowd.

“The theater was packed, th
balcony was completely full §
Reynolds said. |

The only event A Capella & !
tends in November is State, icai
ing extra time for singers to pr
pare for their packed schedule:
December.

“November is a dead mont
for singing, except for State, b
once December comes everythin:
gets busy,” music teacher and -
Capella sponsor Lyn Bouma saic

NHS volunteer:

help metro are:

The National Honor Societ
(NHS) not only volunteers to hels
the Omaha community, but it
helping Central students get int]
college.

“It’s basically a volunteer or
ganization,” Mary Michalal
NHS's president, said. “Most co
leges recognize it as a prestigiou}
thing.”

The overall purpose of th]
society is to serve the communit!
Cathy Andrus said. Andrus is on
of the three advisers for NHS.

The other two advisors at
Jean Whitten and Carol Hipp.

The club has participated I
activities such as Honey Sund?
and has held charity events Iik
the bowl-a-thon for spina bifita

“Right now we're doing or
going tutoring at elementar!
schools,” Michalak said.

To be able to participate "
National Honor Society studen®
must have at least a 3.5 GI'A
Aside from grades, the club is ¢
exclusive, but a student must
involved in some activity outsidt
of school. '

Students who make it int’
National Honor Society must fut
fill certain requirements to stay I"
By the end of their senior yed!
they must complete five grouf
service projects and they must *
hours of individual servic
projects.

“It's a great group to be I}
volved in,” Andrus said.
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8) By Aaron Maurice
public schools statewide may
o in for a shock next year.

The school aid formula,
hich determines the amount of
nding each school district re-
sives, is set for another overhaul
extSpring, Nebraska State Sena-
o Ronald Raikes said.

genior Luke Matyja said that
o additional funds for the dis-
«t would be beneficial. He said
sthe has seen over the past few
ars money become tighter and
ichter, resulting in fewer class
\aterials and supplies.

“Sometimes it seems that we
<t don’t have enough,” he said

Raikes is the chairman of the
- jucation Committee in the Uni-
ameral. Although he has been
erving in the Legislature since
997, this will be his first rewrite
L the controversial bill. The cur-
ent bill was rewritten just five
ears ago.

The new bill hopes to settle a
ariety of issues this time around,
baikes said. The most surfacing
hes include additional funding
iven for special education and
ng!ish asasecond language pro-
rams.

Cchools’ fire

By Devon O’Connell
Some of the schools in Omaha
re under pressure from the Fire
pepartment to meet minimum
Mfety standards. Recently, the
epa%tment presented several dis-
icts with lists of potential prob-
ms that should be fixed.

There is no estimate on the
st of fixing the problems, but
me say they couldn’thave come
t a worse time.

With the tax levy override
hiling at the polls, some say
bmaha Public Schools (OPS) will
e even more strapped for cash.
red Clough, the fire manager of
ocJS, said tha‘t even thou_gh t_he
ndlll erride was intended primarily
ol supplies, it will be hard to

wer any needed improvements.
 a “You're going to have to cut
»lihto the general pot because the
oney for supplies won’t be

S to

Lin

ind
e i

ith
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One problem the committee
will face is how to evenly distrib-
ute the money, Raikes said.

In the fiscally tight budget,
additional money will be scarce,
meaning that any changes will
certainly mean that one district
will take funds away from an-
other.

The proposed changes also
come after serious threats from
Omaha Public Schools (OPS) to
sue the state for misappropriating
state aid.

OPS claims that the current
formula too heavily supports ru-
ral districts and does not give
enough attention to costly pro-
grams that state law forces OPS to
maintain.

OPS has a challenge to edu-
cate many kids with backgrounds
that require special attention, said
John Langan, president of the
board of education.

He said that OPS has become
one of the most under funded ur-
ban public school districts in the
nation.

On the flip side of this battle
is that of many rural districts.
Some districts have also threat-
ened a suit, citing that operating

safety called

there,” he said.

The department inspects all
schools inside of Omaha and
Douglas County, including
Millard and Westside, several
Ralston and Elkhorn buildings
and private schools.

“The building was built in
1910, and the fire codes have
changed since then, so you will
have problems,” Principal Jerry
Bexten said.

Central has kept up and has
not failed any inspections. Even
with the current construction, of-
ficials said the school should meet
regulations.

Connie Telfeyan, the Risk and
Health Manager of OPS said that
Central shouldn’t be affected by
the fire codes because the build-
ings will be brought up to code.

“At the time they were built,
all of the buildings were built to

their-smaller school cost signifi-
cantly more than the state claims.

The school aid reform could
not come at a more desperate time
for OPS. In light of the recent elec-
tions where a tax levy override
was voted down nearly two to
one, additional funding for OPS
shows little hope in increasing.

Raikes said that he plans on
introducing a bill that attempts to
address these issues in the 2003
legislative year.

He cautioned, however, that
this is not going to be a magic fix
and the bill will always be a “work
in progress.”

Raikes current plan is to ad-
dress a few key issues. On the
smaller, rural schools he hopes to
incorporate a system that more
accurately reflects declining
school population, a now com-
mon issue at many districts.

He also plans to organize the
various districts into three catego-
ries, standard, sparse and very
sparse. Large districts like OPS
will be in the standard grouping,
while smaller ones are considered
sparse and very sparse.

Raikes said that this new sys-
tem will better compare school

State aid formula to be revamped

districts of the same size, which
should better allocate funds.

“This should allow us to see
where the money goes,” he said.

The new plan also hopes to
incorporate a new system of mea-
suring the actual cost of running
a school system.

For example, the old plan did
not give any additional funds for
hiring and keeping teachers with
more experience, which are con-
siderably more expensive than
first year teachers.

One issue that is sure to ben-
efit the urban districts is to in-
crease the funding for low income
and ESL students.

Historically, the state has
greatly underestimated the fund-
ing for programs to support these
students.

The new formula will not be
favorable to all districts, as in slow
economic times, some will lose
money and some will gain money.

Raikes said that he expects a
heated debate from all sides of the
issues.

The final bill will be very dif-
ferent from his proposal, but he
said that he hopes his original
ideas will still be intact.

into question by officials

code,” she said. “Now some of
them are being updated, and we
are trying to keep up to date with
the fire codes that change every
four years.”

Craig Schneider, the Battalion
Chief in charge of public educa-
tion and prevention, said that the
districts knew that there were in-
spections coming the whole time.
He said that one of the main prob-
lems the department has with OPS
is the way different materials are
stored.

Clough said that at this time
the districts have a good relation-
ship with the department.

Clough said that the most im-
portant thing concerning fires in
schools is evacuation.

“All of our buildings are safe,
and what matters most is that we
get people out of there quickly,”
he said. “Around our schools,

rith

the

the

:3} DANIELLE DAVIS came from Omaha Northwest with a lot to decide about her
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there are exits everywhere.”

Clough and Schneider said
that the schools in OPS, and par-
ticularly Central, perform excel-
lently during fire drills.

Assistant Principal Dionne
Kirksey said that for its size, Cen-
tral empties quickly.

The school had two drills this
year, and an alert when smoke
was reported.

“The fire drills have been
awesome,” Kirksey said. “I've
been so impressed with the
amount of people and how
quickly we get out.”

Senior Caleb Bentley said he
thinks Central performs ad-
equately during fire drills, but that
there are problems.

“They just time us during the
drills, they don’t worry about who
is still in the building,” Bentley
said.

Fegugnrnt 2

College Corner

New York University

Location: New York, New York

Admission: 28 percent admitted

Type: Four-year private university, coed
Undergraduate Enrollment: 18,608

Freshman Admissions: Most popular majors are Lib-
eral Arts and Business, 27-31 on ACT, recommended
courses are 3 years of Math, 4 of English, and 4 of
history

Application Deadline: Jan. 15

Cornell University

Location: Ithaca, New York

Admission: 27 percent admitted

Type: Four-year private university, coed
Undergraduate Enrollment: 13,769

Freshman Admissions: Most popular majors are En-
gineering and Agriculture, recommended courses are
3 years of Math and 4 of English

Application Deadline: Jan. 1

University of California at Berkeley

Location: Berkeley, California

Admission: 25 percent admitted

Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate Enroliment: 23,267

Freshman Admissions: Most popular majors are His-
tory and Biology, 1170-1440 on SAT, recommended
courses are 3 years of Math, 4 of English, and 2 of
history

Application Deadline: Nov. 30

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Location: Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Admission: 40 percent admitted

Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate Enrollment: 15,412

Freshman Admissions: Most popular majors are
Communication and History, 24-30 on ACT, recom-
mended courses are 3 years of Math, 4 of English,
and1 of history

Application Deadline: Jan. 15

WINTER CAN BE COLD OR WET
OR WINDY. OR IF YOU'RE LUCKY,
ALL THREE.

HyVent”

The North Face McMurdo Parka isn't just weatherproof, it's Antarctic-weather-
proof. Down keeps it toasty inside, while the tough HyVent™ waterproof/breathable
shell fends off wind, rain, and flying ice. Best of all, the synthetic fur ruff is
removable so your parka is laundromat-proof to boot.

'ffl-ferc;

Available for men and women.

NEVER STOP EXPLORING"
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Junior meets birth mother

By Katie Backman

An anticipated knock on the
door occurred, and junior Chris
Mason met his birth mother for the
first time.

Mason said he felt a mix of
emotions of happiness and confu-
sion, but he mostly felt excited.

Once he heard her knock, he
quickly downstairs and
opened the door.

Immediately mother and son
hugged each other.

“My mom was crying,” Mason
said. “I cried too. I can be emo-
tional sometimes.”

Mason said his birth mother
wasn't alone, she brought his
brother and sister who haven’t
seen him for 16 years.

His birth mother has a 7-year-
old daughter and a 3—year~uid 50N,
Mason said.

He said his birth mother
struggled to get through college,
and needed to focus more on
school.

When Mason was two months
old, she decided Mason needed a
better life and put him up for
adoption.

Mason’s adopted mother,
Charlene Mason, had a connection
with the Nebraska Children’s
Home. She found out who his
birth mother was and called her up
to meet him.

Charlene said his birth mother
agreed to the meeting and that it
was absolutely beautiful.

She said everyone was very
happy and had a very enjoyable
time.

During the meeting, everyone
sat down and caught up on the
past.

Charlene told Mason’s birth
mother all of the stories about his
childhood. Mason said she talked
about the silly ways he hurt him-
self, made up games and how he
played with his toys.

After a while, Mason, his
brother and a few of his friends
went outside to play basketball and
catch up on their own stories. He
said he left his mom inside with

ran

Courtesy of Chris Mason

Junior Chris Mason as a baby with his adoptive mother Charlene. Also in the photo are Harris
VanOrt, director of the Nebraska Childrens home and Mason’s case worker, Marsha. Mason said
he as a good relationship with both his birth and adoptive mothers.

Charlene so they could talk.

Mason said his birth mom
talked about taking him back. He
said he loves her, but doesn’t want
to leave.

“l am pretty settled, I don’t
want to uproot myself,” Mason
said. “I have been here for 16
years. | am a junior in school and
[ don’t really want to leave.”

His birth mother moves
around a lot, and at the moment
she is living in Nebraska.

He said he doesn’t want to
leave Charlene because he has
known her for all his life.

Mason said Charlene is sup-
portive of his decisions and is very
understanding.

“I definitely enjoyed meeting
my mom because now | have two
families,” he said.

He said he loves togetherness,
with two families it really makes a
difference.

He said his birthday is ex-
tremely fun because he is able to
have a lot of family and loving
people around.

Mason said he got what his
birth mother wanted for him, his
adopted mom cared for him as if
he was her own. Since Mason was
only 2 months old when he was
adopted he doesn’t really remem-
ber anyone else besides his adopted
family.

He said his adopted parents
told him when he was 7 years old.
He didn’t react badly, since he was
so young the news didn’t really
sink in.

“It never really bothered me,”
Mason said. “I never sat down and
really thought about it.”

Everything turned out for the
best, Mason said. His conversations
with his birth mother are very easy
and smooth flowing, he said.

He said they can really connect
about the past and they are able to
reminisce about their histories for
the times they have been apart.

He said he doesn’t think talk-
ing about the present is as easy as
talking about the past.

Both of his moms won't really
understand what he is talking

about with people at school. They
wouldn’t understand because they
don’t know exactly who he is talk-
ing about.

“I don’t think many parents un-
derstand what is really going on at
school,” Mason said. “But [ still talk
to them about school.”

Mason said through his entire
life there hasn’t been much drama
between himself and his mom.

He hasn’t been upset with his
birth mother because her intentions
were good.

Charlene and his birth mother
get along, he said they do because
they are both mothers.

Mason is able to see his birth
mother every couple of months.

He said he is very fortunate to
meet his mom and connects easily
with her.

He said he knows some
adopted kids can be resentful to-
wards their birth parents, but he
doesn’t dwell on the past when he
was without her.

He said he tries to think more
about the future of knowing her.

Online practice give
drivers more choicesfl -

By Charlie Wence

It’s Joey’s sixteenth birth-
day, the keys to the car await
him, but he failed his driver’s
test. He should have studied,
but he was on the Internet
wasting all his time.

Now he can waste away
his hours on-line while study-
ing for written driver's license
and learner’s permit exams.

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles now
allows prospective drivers to
practice for their written exam
on the Internet.

Sarah O’Rourke, the state
motor vehicle administrator,
said the idea came about by
browsing at AAA’s web site
that contained a sample
driver’s test.

“We wanted to put some-
thing on-line to see if people
could take test and do better,”
O'Rourke said.

Junior Desiree Fortina
failed her written permit exam
the first time she took it.

She said she did not study
for the exam and missed six
questions. The maximum
number of questions one can
miss is five.

Nebraska has a failure rate
on the driver’s test of 55 per-
cent, worse than other states’
failure rates in the region,
O'Rourke said.

Fortina took the exam for
the second time and passed
without ever studying. She
said the test was easy by itself.

“The people who fail the
exam over and over again just
don't get it,” Fortina said.

Freshman Andrew
Monboquette plans to take his
written permit test when he
turns 15 in March.

Monboquette said the ma-
jority of his friends that have
taken the learner’s permit test
have passed it with the excep-
tion of one of his friends who

Ve
failed twice. Lach
“1 plan to study for 4@ hen

test, and since it is on-ling, | s Lif
use that method as well ” A
said. 1l ¢

French teacher Jeffrey 5| @ oug
who teaches Driver’s Edy. rpr
tion classes for the Safety o {#88 ¢ |
Health Council, said he h,#fom

lieves kids who fail their wy; "

ten driver’s exams don'tg wa
enough help from their p; $an,
ents and don’t get quiz L
enough. der

“Some parents just haver S oic
taken the time to take the, 4
kids out to practice their dr y si
ing skills,” Sill said. an

O’Rourke said she b I
lieves since a lot of kids hay el
computers at home and are ; #bco
them frequently, this was S8l I
way to get kids into studyi, §lisir
and thus bringing doy/ilce.
Nebraska’s failure rates, 0 |

“Kids just need to take t irsi
time, some of them walk in ##hde
the DMV) and expect to pa Jifor
without studying but walk o I
empty handed, studyin g th.
should be done more car @bt s
fully,” O’Rourke said. I

While the Internet wi igal
help kids pass the driver’s t« #@ct
instead of them habitually f: iged.
ing, it will not help them wh: i@t a
they actually get behind t,
wheel. i

Sill said experience is
only way to get better. i

“Getting behind the whe
is a completely different exp: 4
rience,” he said. “They dor J8&N€
realize that doing somethi:/ J 1

wrong could put them throug
the windshield. Practice c: g8y !
only make them a go/fl8le
driver.” €
After Jan. 1 of 2003, TH i V€
Department of Motor Vehicl: _
plans to put a test that is mo #8 ©
like the practice quiz in pla S8 |
of the sample questions th:
are currently on the DM\ 3 all
website, O’'Rourke said.

Omabha Gladiators
2002-2003 IHSHL December Schedule

12/06 Om Jr Lancers
12/08 DM Capitals
12/11 Om Jr Lancers
12/13 at Lincoln
12/14 at Mason City
12/15 at Mason City
12/20 at Kansas City

*home games played at McClean Ice Arena, Varsity begins at 7:30

For a night of hard-hitting hockey excitement, come support your classmates on the ice during Northside B
and Omaha Gladiators games. The two teams contain students from across Omaha as well as Central. |

DN
ivi

2002-2003 oM A.H__

hic

D1
por

12/1 To be announced
12/8 To be announced
12/15 To be announced
12/22 To be announced
12/29 To be announced

*all games played at Moylan/ Tranquility Iceplex unless otherwise noted
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eacher finds calling through volunteering

By Laura Diesing
student teacher Ryan Hunter never
wve a second thought to becoming a

acher. That is until about five years ago.

_hen a volunteering experience changed
is life.

A short stint as a volunteer basket-

4l coach at the YMCA unexpectedly
ought about a change in Hunter that
.errm‘d him more than anyone. Up to
hat point, business was the young boy
fom lowa’s only love.

‘When [ was in high school, business
lways interested me so I stuck with that
lan,” he said.

One look at his family and any out-
ider would find that Hunter’s career
hoice was inevitable.

“My mom was a social worker and
\v sister, who is a year younger than me,

an elementary teacher,” he said.

His youngest sister is now attending
we University of lowa and will possibly
ccome a teacher as well.

In preparation to enter the world of
usiness, Hunter enrolled in a junior col-
e,

From there he transferred to the Uni-
ersity of lowa where he studied in an
ndergrad marketing program. This was
cfore he discovered his love of teaching.

Having to start college all over
o that he could change his profession did
ot sound that great, Hunter said.

Fortunately, UNL was offering a spe-
ial opportunity to anyone willing to
sach in the field in which they gradu-
ted. In a mere two years anyone could
et a Master’s Degree.

ew diabetes drug could

By Katie Backman

A new type of insulin inhaler aims to
enetit diabetics, but some fear it will cre-
te more problems than it will solve.

Dr. Lynn Mack-Shipman of Univer-
ity Nebraska Medical Center said the in-
aler would mostly be marketed as an-
ther type of applicator to those who
ave adult and Type II diabetes.

I'he inhaler does not give a long-last-
12 dose of insulin, Mack-Shipman said.
he patient would have to be inhaling in-
ulin almost 24 hours a day to stay
calthy.

“Initially people will want to try the
haler,” she said. “But because of its
irge size and the numerous dosages they
ould have to receive, patients will com-
are and not choose such a large device.”

[he interest in the inhaler, which is
waiting Food and Dug Administration
pproval, is already high, she said.

Junior Jovan Byars said he thinks the
vringe is an annoying process. He said
i has to stop what he is doing to take
1sulin shots, which usually take about
Ive minutes.

“My first thought is I could do more

I

~ Photo by KAITLIN JESSING-BUTZ/THE REGISTER

Student teacher Ryan Hunter helps sophomore Duoth Kuon with his Spanish homework. Hunter is a student
teacher in the business department, but he also works in the ESL department for part of the day.

Hunter’s dream would be to combine
his three passions.

He would love to be able to coach
basketball, teach and still work in a busi-
ness environment, all of which he could
do at Central.

“l purposely had this school ar-

stuff,” Byars said. “I could grab the in-
haler and use it while I am out without
going home to take an injection.”

Byars said he would like the inhaler
a lot more than needle. Being a Type 11
diabetic, he has the option to use it. But
he also said he would worry about his
lungs; he doesn’t want to inhale anything
that could damage his respiratory system.

The FDA is testing to see the effects
on the lungs with inhaled insulin. Byars
said he thinks the inhaler will not be as
popular until it successfully passes the
lung safety test.

Mack-Shipman said those who have
Type I diabetes, also known as juvenile
diabetes, won't use the inhaler because it
can’t get precise amounts of insulin.

This means sophomore David Cleve-
land, a juvenile diabetic, won't have the
opportunity to take advantage of the ad-
vancement. Cleveland will have to keep
using the insulin pump he currently has.

The insulin pump Cleveland has is
an external machine about the size of a
pager that holds a small vile of insulin.
Small tube runs the insulin into a cath-
eter connected to a needle placed in a

ranged because I knew that if I could
handle this size of a school and it would
improve my situation in any other
school,” he said.
Hunter said he hopes to obtain a per-
manent teaching or coaching job here.
“If anything else, I'm staying on for

the full basketball season,” he said.

If there is not an available position
on staff for him, Hunter said he would
possibly like to pursue a career as a sub-
stitute teacher or a basketball coach at the
new North Star school in Lincoln but he
would ideally like to teach at Central.

bring relief from needles

blood vessel under his skin.

Mack-Shipman said the insulin
pump is one of the most efficient ways to
deliver insulin.

The insulin inhaler is not on a fixed
time like the pump. The pump has a set
schedule on when injections take place,
and can be altered with the user’s meals,
she said.

Junior Kira O’Bradavich said her
mother has been a diabetic since she was
two years old. Her mother had to use a
glass syringe as a child, which had to be
sterilized by boiling it in water.

She said many inventions for diabe-
tes treatment have come about, but they
never last. Her mother would be fairly
skeptical about the idea of an insulin in-
haler, she said.

“Medical technology has come along
way since then,” O’Bradavich said. “In-
halers would obviously be better than a
glass syringe. I just don’t know if it will
be very successful.”

O’Bradavich said she is used to her
four injections a day. But she said she
thinks it would be wonderful to replace
the injections, but she would still have

blood drawn.

She said she is not sure about the idea
of the inhaler said she thinks with the in-
haler, people could easily give themselves
the wrong amount.

“I don’t think the inhaler will go any-
where,” she said. “I am just waiting for a
cure.”

Mack-Shipman said the price of the
inhaler is the number one reason it is be-
ing put on the market. She said the scien-
tists and inventors want to make money

Mack-Shipman said scientists are de-
veloping a tablet of insulin that can be ab-
sorbed in the cheek. Cleveland said there
is a watch that can test the amount of glu-
cose in the blood stream.

O’Bradavich said she thinks the in-
haler is a good idea, better ones will come
along. Mack-Shipman said the inhaler
will be more, but most consumers will use
the more efficient treatments.

She said she thinks the most manage-
able way of insulin injection is with the
pump not an inhaler. Mack-Shipman said
researchers could improve the inhaler’s
function and size, but its future does not

look bright.

lood drive successful in gaining student donations, meeting goal set by Spansaf

By Danielle Welty

In recent years Central students have been asked to
lonate blood to the Red Cross during a day-long blood
rive. This year the Eagle V Crew set up the blood drlve,
vhich was held on Oct. 24.

Usually, about 80 students sign up and about 50
fonate. Family consumer science teacher Jeanne Weiss,
ponsor of the blood drive, said that 47 students were
ble to donate this year, but all of the alternate donors
vere called upon to meet that goal.

“We realize that some students will be sick and oth-
s will be absent, the alternates are just those that sign
ip after all of the slots have been filled, so they don’t
lave a set time to go and donate,” said Weiss.

Several students were not able to donate as a result
f not meeting one or many of the qualifications to give
lood. All students had to bring a permission form from
heir parents to donate, as they are not considered an
dult in the state of Nebraska until the age of 19.

Some other qualifications include that the donor
nust be at least 17, weigh 110 pounds, have no tattoos
r home piercings in the last year and he or she must
Iso be healthy.

The students are also urged to eat and get a good

night’s rest before donating.

Many students are also afraid to donate for fear
of needles, blood or feeling unstable afterward.

Senior Renee Ujhely said she was afraid before-
hand, but donating blood was not too bad.

The students that choose to sign up for the blood
drive were then screened the day of the blood drive
with a 150 question survey in the blood mobile out-
side of Central in the Joslyn parking lot.

The blood that is donated is broken into three
components, the red blood cells, plasma and plate-
lets; therefore the donor could help three people.

The red blood cells are used for blood transplants;
plasma is the liquid part of the blood and is mainly
water. Plasma is used for burn victims.

Platelets are what clots the blood and contains
the white blood cells that fight off germs and disease.
Platelets are given to those who are severely ill or have
a failing immune system.

Six weeks after the student has donated blood,
they will receive a card that says they have donated
and tells them their blood type.

Those who are possible donors are kept on file
and called upon to donate in the future.

Photo by KATIE MAPES/T HE REGISTER

Senior Dan Tipton donates blood for the Eagle V
Crew’s blood drive on Oct. 24.

Kolasa was friend
to OPS, students,
colleagues recall

By Aaron Maurice

Deceased school board member
Bernie Kolasa was an avid supporter
of students, school board president
John Langan said.

One of Kolasa’s accomplishments
on the Board of Education was getting
counselors into schools.

Langan said Kolasa, who died in
October, felt that it was important that
students had a person to talk to when
things got tough or when they needed
a sympathetic ear.

Kolasa’s goal was to create a pub-
lic school system where the students
felt secure and safe, fellow school
board member Sandy Jensen said.

He knew that the only way for the
best conditions for a good learning en-
vironment would be where students
were comfortable.

“He did it because he believed in
a good public school system for stu-
dents,” Jensen said.

Kolasa served on the Board of
Education for 16 years and planned to
step down at the conclusion the term
he was serving.

He retired from being a political
science professor at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha two years ago.

Those who had worked closely
with him said that he knew when to
support an issue and when it was over.

Jensen said that Kolasa would de-
bate and fully support his beliefs and
ideas, but after the vote was taken he
would not hold any grudges or con-
tinually bring up the topic.

Kolasa firmly believed that the
most important element of public
schools is what goes on in the class-
room, Jensen said.

He refused to make any cuts dur-
ing the recent budget crisis at the class-
room level unless it was a last resort,
she said.

He also supported a move for
more accountability with the public.
He thought that the public has a right
to see that its dollars are used effi-
ciently, Jensen said.

Kolasa knew that no single test
could possibly show all that a student
knew, but he thought that some test-
ing was necessary to find out the
progress of students.

Social studies teacher Carol Krejci
knew Kolasa on many levels.

Krejci had Kolasa as a professor
when she attended UNO. They had
also met because of their common Pol-
ish heritage.

Krejci said she supported many of
Kolasa's achievements as a member of
the Board of Education.

She said that he was a supporter
of the teachers, and that he understood
that the teacher’s teaching environ-
ment was the same as the student’s
learning environment.

One particular example that she
said she remembers of Kolasa’s ideas
happened at a board meeting when
the board was discussing student as-
sessments.

After everyone had finished their
comments he presented a bit of re-
search about his feelings.

He concluded with the statement
that students don’t learn from taking
tests.

She said that the room burst into
applause after he made his remark to
the crowd.

Colleagues of Kolasa agreed that
the community would greatly miss
him and that what he did for students
and teachers would not be fully real-
ized for years to come.

“His goal was that every student
succeeded,” Jensen said, “he meant all
students.”
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Districts add

high schools,
help students

By Kaitlin Jessing-Butz

Several public school districts around
Omaha will be adding new high schools in
coming years.

The Papillion-LaVista district is building
Papillion LaVista South High to supplement its
growing student population. Lincoln Public
Schools is adding one new high school next fall,
besides the new one it added this fall.

Papillion LaVista currently has one high
school, Papillion LaVista High, director of com-
munications Annette Eyman said.

Papillion LaVista High currently has about
1,800 students. The new high school will have
a population of somewhere between 900 and
1,000 students, Eyman said.

“Students will be moved from the current
school as well as both junior highs,” she said.

The district decided to build the new school
because it wanted to balance growth with op-
portunities for students to participate in activi-
ties. The current high school and both junior
highs are crowded, Eyman said. There will be
a new junior high school added to the district
next year as well.

Eyman said that by building another high
school and keeping the populations balanced,
the district is giving students better opportu-
nities for activities.

“The goal of the district and the commu-
nity was that we wanted more kids to partici-
pate in activities,” she said.

Eyman said that by keeping the high school
population relatively small, it meant that stu-
dents could be involved in more activities be-
cause there would be more to go around. She
said that in a big school, many students only
get a chance to excel in one thing because there
are so many students.

In a smaller school, students can participate
in more activities because there are the same
number of clubs and sports, but fewer students
to compete for active roles in them, Eyman said.

She said the district thought this would
benefit students the most.

“The school district and school community
make decisions based on what'’s best for them
(students),” she said.

Junior Scott Miettinen said that going to a
large school has never stopped him from get-
ting involved in an activity. Miettinen said a
school like Central offers a diverse variety of
clubs.

Even though the school population has not
been growing at an alarming rate, Eyman said
the district felt it was the right choice to build
another school so that neither school would
have overpopulation troubles.

“We've been growing at a steady rate, we
go up and down with our growth,” she said.

Lincoln Public Schools had a similar mo-
tive for building its new public high school. As-
sociate superintendent of business affairs Den-
nis Van Horn said that Lincoln Public Schools
added two new high schools to its district to
combat crowds and give students more oppor-
tunities.

Van Horn said the district currently has five
high schools, one of which, Lincoln Southwest,
was opened just this fall. Another new high
school, Lincoln North Star, will open next fall.

Van Horn said the ideal population for a
Lincoln Public high school is about 1,500. Right
now only Lincoln Southeast and Lincoln South-
west are under that target mark. All of the other
schools range between 1,600 and 2,100, Van
Horn said.

“Once we get North Star open, we should
be able to get everyone gradually down to
about 1,500-1,600,” he said.

A bond issue also funded the building and
furnishing of the two new schools. Van Horn
said the district received a $100 million bond,
of which only $90 million was needed to com-
pletely build and outfit the schools.

Van Horn said that giving kids more
chances to participate in school activities was a
motivating factor for building the school.

“When we open up two new high schools,
we open up all sorts of new opportunities for
kids,” he said.

The district’s plan seems to have worked.
Van Horn said the initial expectation for
Southeast'’s first year student population was
around 700, but it ended up being roughly
1,200.Van Horn said students still tend to go to
the schools that are closest to their homes, but
that some may transfer for certain programs.

“We have not seen a mass exodus from any
of our high schools,” he said.

Neither district has run into any major
snags while in the process of building these new
schools. Van Horn said that for Lincoln, it has
been an overall positive experience.

- . L

The next time you walk though the halls, count how many
Take into account how many seats are full in yo

. . . . . hen as |
to give students enough individual time. L . : .
crowded. With the school almost 300 students over capacity and the population continy/

should school officials consider capping the enrolment? Shoy|;

Ing to grow every year, .
d limiting enrollment take away from the allure ay |

they use satellite locations? Or woul

Bursting at the seams;

What Central is doing to contaj;

uniqueness of Central High?

Capacity of high schools in OPS

OPS Enrollment
Benson 1,456
Bryan 1,434
Burke 1,849
North 1,587
Northwest 1,805
South 1,927
Central 2,533

All numbers from the fall mem-
bership report.

This graph shows the mini-
mum (gray) and maximum
(black) capacities for all the high
schools in OPS.

Central’s minimum capacity
is 1,913. Its maximum is 2,250.

The capacity is determined
by how many students are able to
fit comfortable into the school
taking into account special pro-
grams such as Special Education.

The school with the largest
maximum capacity in OPS is
South with 2,580. Unlike Central,
South is well below its capacity.
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people you physically run iny
ur classes. Ask yourself if teachers are ab
k yourself whether or not Central is oye,
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Central is the only school

over capacity.

| B 1 |

500 1000

3000

Population of Central
from 1969 to 2002

With 2,458 students in the school,

2500

the population is at the highest it has ever
been. The lowest the school population
was in this time period was in 1979-80
when there were only 1,409 students in
the school.

2000

1500

Though the school has been over
2,000 students in the past, this is by far
the most students ever. Because of the
large number, the district brought in four
portables to create 36 extra rooms per

1000 LI

day.

Next year, when construction is fully
underway, there will be approximately 28
portables on the track.

1500

2000 2500 30 |
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Students sit outside of Liberty Elementry school at dismissal. The plans
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to create the school were approved in Jan. 2002.

By Danielle Welty

Kristel Mayberry, Central’s librar-
ian for the past seven years, left after
last year to pursue her career as an el-
ementary school librarian at Liberty El-
ementary.

Liberty Elementary has been tem-
porarily located in a warehouse until
construction is completed on the
school. Inside the school, many cubicle-
like classrooms have been set up and
personalized with students’ pictures
and art projects.

The new elementary school, being
built on 20™ Street and St. Mary’s Av-
enue, has a construction budget of over

$8 million and is set to be finished by
the 2004 school year.

The idea of Liberty Elementary was
presented to the school board and ap-
proved in October of last year.

The Education Specifications for the
school were approved in January of
2002, along with the designs in May of
2002.

The downtown Omaha area was
chosen as the spot to build the new el-
ementary school in order to draw in
more families.

“Lots of people work downtown,
and by building an elementary school
here, parents can just drop 8ff their chil-

ouse due to lack of spac

dren on the way to work,” Mayberry
said.

There are also childcare services set
up around Liberty for parents who
must work longer or conflicting hours
from the school.

Mayberry was introduced to the
elementary school last year during a
tour of the attendance area on one of
Central’s teacher in-service days.

“We drove past the building site,
and ever since then I've been hearing
about the school from different people,
it was kind of like an omen,” Mayberry
said.

She said she has enjoyed the tran-
sition for Central to Liberty. She said
that she does miss many aspects of
Central, but the switch to Liberty was
therightone. Itwas easy for Mayberry
to switch from a high school librarian
to elementary because librarians are
certified to teach kindergarten through
twelfth grade.

Towards the end of Mayberry’s ca-
reer at Central she became discour-
aged.

Physics and art were temporarily
moved into the library during repairs
and the increasing amount of Central
students, along with the lack of extra
help in the library were contributing
factors to her leaving.

Though Liberty Elementary has
exceeded the population of Jackson
and Field Club Elementary with 400
students, none of the schools have a de-
mand anywhere near that of Central’s
roughly 2,500 students.

“The school kept on growing and

no other full-time librarians \\'_f
hired,” She said. “I had a few studj
aides, but sometimes they were 1}
harm than help even though we &
have our moments.” A

At Central, Mayberry kept uf'{
of the older resources offered in‘[§
century old library. At Liberty she'f
able to not only order $73,000 Wi}
of new library books, but she was&
able to set up the entire library syt
and is in charge of the technolog! I
gram.

Mayberry said she not onlyen’§
the perks of a new school, she has‘f
veloped great relationships with Ji--
the young staff members and the P}
cipal, Nancy Oberst. '

“Iloved all of the teachers and
dents at Central, but it’s nice to I’
woman in the administration ‘mdlf_
of the new teachers here are won®
ful as well,” Mayberry said. N

Liberty is a school that is base?"
the arts more than science or matl
is also surrounded by many art el
places like the Children’s Art !\-‘1l1.~'-t"'!,
and the Rose. There are also ™
other learning-related centers tha'™
within walking distance from “f
school. :

“Liberty is the center of so ™"
resources and we intend on exp¥" §
ing the student’s curriculum and '
ing advantage of the surrounding®
tablishments,” Oberst said. o

Many view Liberty as anc""
feeder for Central students in the™
future. There is also talk of 3

middle school being built downto"’

f
e
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Ofits ever-growing population
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Population

rise grabs

attention of officials

Photo by HALLIE BIEBER/THE REGISTER

Students file out of the school at dismissal. Paul Semrad, assistant principal, said the
morning is much worse when it comes to overcrowding than in the afternoon.

From OVERCROWDING, page 1
of people,” she said. “1like the diversity and how
you can be your own person.”

Many students in the school have come to
the high school for the same reason.

They also come for the education, the expe-
rience and the reputation, principal Jerry Bexten
said.

Bexten said students from all over the city
have come to the school in years past with the
intention of getting a good education.

“Central has a good reputation so naturally
students want to come here,” he said.

Bexten said even though classrooms may be
a little crowded and the halls may seem cramped
at times, he would rather have too many students
than not enough.

“Some schools, even in the district, are strug-
gling to get students to go there,” he said. “It’s
not necessarily a bad thing.”

He said he likes the quality of life in the
school and does not want to disturb the diver-
sity.

Though some people have said overcrowd-
ing is not a serious problem at the school. Semrad
said if the school were to get much bigger, it
would become an issue.

“Yes the classes are crowded and with a few
hundred more kids, we would have to cap,” he
said. “But right now we still have a choice and
personally, I think capping is a bad thing.”

Bexten said he is not necessarily in favor of
capping. He said it is definitely an option but it
is a complicated one that could cause more prob-
lems than not.

“Sure we could say “We’re going to cap the
school.” but once we say that we have to figure
out how we would do it,” he said.

One option is to say students in the atten-
dance area have first “dibs” on enrollment and
then everyone from outside that area would have
their names put into a lottery, and only a certain
number of students would be accepted.

Another is to accept students on a tiers such
as attendance area, whether or not they have re-
lations to previous students. If officials decide
to cap in this manner, details about what ties are
valid and how to verify them will have to be
taken into consideration, Bexten said.

Either way, it would be a complicated pro-
cedure, he said.

“] don’t want to cap because one of the
charms of Central is the fact that anyone can
come here,” he said.

Bexten still has a few more weeks before he
has to decide whether or not to cap the school.
But as well as having the option to cap he also
has a few others.

The district has been thinking about the op-
tion of having satellite locations, Semrad said.

“There is a building across the street that is
vacant that has been proposed as a spot where
some students can go for certain periods of the
day,” he said.

Scheduling would be a concern, but with
SASI, it would be much easier than before, he
said.

As of right now, Semrad is able to schedule
all 2,458 students on the SASI program. He is
able to tell the computer how many seats are
available in each class and then plug in student’s
requested schedules.

He said scheduling the whole school is a
process that takes much more time than people
think. He works with the department heads who
work with the teachers to discuss how many sec-
tions of each class the school should have.

“Though it is a bit of an ordeal,” he said. “It
has been going very well.”

Semrad said he can usually gauge, after the
first day of school, whether or not the school will
be very crowded that year. b
He said on the first day of school, there are

always more students enrolled than ever show
up, on the flip side of that he knows to expect
about 100 more enrollments within the next
month of school.

This year, he said the hallways seem a little
more cramped, but not uncomfortably so.

“You can tell there are a lot of students in
the school, but that’s part of the charm,” he said.

Ketelsen said he was not that overwhelmed
by the number of students on the first day of
school, but that compared to her old school, it
was enormous.

“Ijust liked seeing all the people and know-
ing that there was always going to be someone
to talk to,” she said.

Carla Noerrlinger, director of special projects
and research at OPS, said she has been working
closely with Bexten to decide what to do about
capping. "

“Right now we are leaning towards not cap-
ping because we do not want to hurt the diver-
sity or the allure of Central High School,” she
said.

Senior Colter Ripton said he doesn’t feel that
there is a need for a cap. He said while there are
a lot of students, the building is big as well.

“If the school got any bigger, it might be a
possibility,” he said. “I like the school the way it
is.”

Ketelsen said she thinks capping could have
positive and negative effects on the school. In
once sense, she said it would be a cool idea so
that people who come here simply for sports
would have to rethink why they want to attend,
but on the other hand, she wouldn’t want people
to lose out.

In her case, she is in Central’s attendance
area, but for many students that is not the case.

A significant part of the school’s population
is from outside the attendance area Noerrlinger
said.

Semrad said so far this year has been going
well. He said the portables have been helping,
but what he does worry about is the renovations
next year.

He said though there will be about 28 por-
tables on the track next year, he said it might be
difficult for students to get around.

“All the stairwells will be available at all
times,” Semrad said. “Which is very important.
Large problems could be caused if students were
not able to use the stairs.”

He said for lengthy periods of time, whole
sides of the building will be blocked off causing
students to take different paths through the
building.

During that period of time, the district will
have to bring in portable elementary sized lock-
ers for students. This may cause added confu-
sion, Semrad said.

He said he wonders about how well the por-
tables will work but if they work out like they
have been this year, it shouldn’t be that difficult.

“It will be interesting to see whether or not
it is decided to use satellite locations,” he said.

In which case there is always the concern of
security.

He said he does not know how feasible it
would be to have students crossing Dodge street
in the middle of the day.

Bexten said he is happy with the way the
school has been functioning so far this year. He
said he hopes he will be able to uphold the repu-
tation the school has for a diverse and large
population.

He said he hopes he will not have to cap
enrollment but that it is always a possibility and
eventually, if the population continues to grow
at the rate it has been, something will have to be
done.

Kruse said he would rather deal with the
gridlock of Centrals halls and classrooms than
be at any other school in the district.
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By Danielle Welty

Recently, two Central teachers
received the STAR award, an
honor that is given to foreign lan-
guage teachers who go above and
bevond what is required both in
and out of the classroom.

I ach one of the letters in the

word “star” stands for a different
part of the award. The “s” repre-
sents study, “t” is for travel, “a” is

for achievements and “r” is for
recognition,

Ihirty-one teachers received
the award from all over Nebraska
high schools, private schools and

colleges. Among those awarded

were two of Central’s own, French
tecacher Kristin Longacre and
Spanish teacher Wendy

Brownson.

I'he teachers applying for the
award till outa form that explains
what they have accomplished in
cach one of the previous catego-
ries. The torms are then sent in to
be ]liti;.:r.'li.

Longacre is a part of the ex-
ccutive board of the Nebraska
Foreign Language Association

Photo by ROB HUNTER/THE REGISTER

French teacher Kristin Longacre hands papers back to junior April Bloomingdale. She and
Spanish teacher Wendy Brownson received STAR awards for dedication to students.

Language teachers receive STARS

and the American Association of
Teachers of French.

She also is the head director
of the Nebraska International
Camp over the summer. The
camp is a week long and teaches
the campers not only about the
German, French and Qpamsh lan-
guages, but the cultures as well.

“I received a lot of points for
the Nebraska International Camp.
[ used to be in charge of the French
section of the camp, but heading
the entire camp has been a great
experience as well,” Longacre
said.

Longacre is one of several
French club sponsors that helps
plan and organize events and
fund-raisers among many of her
other accomplishments.

“Ms. Longacre is a good
teacher because the activities in
class are generally very hands on
and you learn more than just read-
ing out of a textbook,”junior Sa-
rah Schulte said.

Brownson recently traveled to
Mexico and attended a conference
in Chihuahua as an interpreter. As

a teacher, she has received her
masters degree and has been a
new teacher mentor in recent
years.

“I was both surprised and ex-
cited when I received the STAR
award since I have only been
teaching for nine years and have
never really received an award
like this,” Brownson said.

In school, Brownson is the
adult treasurer of Spanish club
and is involved in the planning
and functions of many of its ac-
tivities. She was also awarded a
grant for Spanish readers and be-
longs to the Nebraska Interna-
tional Language Association.

“Ms. Brownson teaches us
more than just Spanish, we learn
life lessons, she gets really in-
volved in her students’ lives,”
junior Joseph Medeiros said.

Both teachers were sent letters
to acknowledge their accomplish-
ments and attended a banquet in
the participants’ honor. There
they were thanked for their ser-
vice to the community and their
efforts in and out of school.

Student beats language, culture barrle

By Paula Salhany

Senior Yun Lin was 14 when
her parents told her that her fam-
ily was moving from China to the
United States because of her
father’s job.

“When my dad told me, I
was so excited, | wanted to tell
everyone I was coming here,” she
said.

Lin said when she was little

" she used to hear about how you
could have a better life in the
United States, how you could get
a better education and how there
were better opportunities in
America.

When Lin came here she did
not know any English. She said
it was very difficult to commu-
nicate and about a year ago she
said she would never say any-

Induction night honors

By Andrew Neal

Alumni and Central High
boosters were able to relive
memories of their high school
experiences. On that night, 14 of
Central’s most prestigious
graduates were inducted into
the Hall of Fame.

The evening started with a
dinner in the courtyard, catered
by the Westside High School
cafeteria staff. Following din-
ner, the band played the Cen-
tral fight song and led the at-
tendees down to the audito-
rium for the awards.

During the program, in-
ductees were able to make ac-
ceptance speeches that lasted
between five and six minutes,
and then they were given a
plaque signifying their accom-
plishments.

The inductees included ev-
eryone from a Broadway ac-
tress to a surgeon.

Inga Swenson Harris gave
one of the most influential
speeches of the entire night.
Harris was an actress who per-
formed on Broadway and was

thing-in class.

Lin said it is still very diffi-
cult for her mother because she
doesn’t know any English.

But now, after only one se-
mester of ESL classes, she is flu-
entin English and she is involved
in the school.

“1 like the way school is
structured here,” she said. “I am
able to study and be involved in
activities at the same time. In
China it was just study, study,
study. I never had time to do any-
thing else.”

Lin is from a city in China
called Guiyang. She said the cul-
ture there is very different from
the U.S. Because of law, she is the
only child in her family. She said
education is highly valued there,
and that the country is very

also nominated for a Golden
Globe for her supporting role on
the television series, “Benson.”

“Of all of the awards I have
ever been recognized with, this
may be the most significant of my
life,” she said.

The next day, Harris attended
drama classes and talked about
her experiences in the theater.

Another graduate, Howard
Weinberg, class of 1958, spoke of
his memories of the school and
how he believed it has changed
since he attended here.

“It used to be that the stu-
dents were more respecting of the
teachers when I was here, but now
it seems that the respect between
both has somewhat faded,”
Weinberg said.

Weinberg has produced many
documentaries that have won
various awards. He said that this
passion for producing on subjects
concerning mainly just politics
came from his days as a journalist
in high school and college.

Herbert E. Reese, class of
1947, said that this is the biggest
accomplishment of his life.

crowded.

“A lot of people use pyy
transportation instead of carctd
cause cars are just too expey,
to run,” she said.

She said over all, she like .
culture and atmospher.
America. She said she likes f
fact that people are able t,
about sensitive subjects ang |Ji
likes the school structure her i

She said she plans on stay;,
in the United States. She also
she wants to go to college },
and she wants to become a ph,
macist. '

“At some point | want {1

come a citizen,” she said. “[t'¢; |
like I don’t have pride for 1
country (China) I'just like it b
better. | like the culturce,

people and the atmosphere,” ¢

gaid.,

prestigious alumn;

“I have received numger,
recognitions, but nothing will .
amount to this,” he said n
speech.

Reese is a cardiovascy:
surgeon who served on the f;
open-heart surgery team for 8
U.S. Army.

The inductees were not [i; |

ited to just giving speechoes (i
ing their allotted five minu§
Frank P. Tirro, a composer o
and ballet, used his time to |
selection on his French hor

Kay Correll, a Hall of far
committee member said that |
year’s inductees might be ¢
most diverse group to be indu
into the Hall of Fame.

“We have everyone from §
composer who has specializci§

rediscovering African Americ
composers and letting them &
come known to the general pu
lic, to a lady who has been «r
ing on the Nebraska Board of [ .¢
cation,” she said.

The night ended with a stan:
ing ovation for the 14 inducts
and the other Hall of Fame s
bers.

Substitute teaching becomes more popular occupation, brings extra perks to retired educatord

By Jillian Risavi

Substitute teaching has become more
popular in recent years with people like
Jo Dusatko who wanta little extra money,
more free time and have the desire to be
around and teach kids.

After spending 33 years as a physi-
cal education and business teacher at
Central she decided to become a substi-
tute teacher because she missed interact-
ing with students, Dusatko said.

“I'm able to stay intact with what's
going on in the school,” she said

She said she subs two or three times
a week vsually at Central or Burke de-
pending on the situation. She said she
feels comfortable at these schools because

she knows most of the faculty and stu-
dents. The biggest challenge is not know-
ing the kids like it was her own room, she
said.

“You don’t always know the class-
room situation and the kids don’t know
my expectations,” she said.

Dusatko said that she has to remem-
ber to conduct the classroom the way the
teacher would expect it to be, rather than
how she would handle things.

She said that it can be difficult han-
dling a class when she does not necessar-
ily know the subject matter but that she
just has to do the best she can.

Since becoming a substitute teacher,
she has had more experience learning

how to handle and relate to students, she
said.

Dusatko said that she sees everything
as a learning experience and as a substi-
tute teacher, she is able to continue on
learning.

The freedom to come and go and be-
ing able to travel with her husband are
perks of being a substitute rather than a
full time teacher, Dusatko said.

Marsha Taylor from OPS Human Re-
sources Sub Desk said that the require-
ments to become a substitute teacher are
a current teaching certificate from the
State of Nebraska Board of Education, an
interview and application on file.

The State of Nebraska Board of Edu-

cation issues a local substitute teaching
certificate for someone but it is only valid
for three years and only 40 days-a-year.

In the interview process someone can
indicate whether or not they would like
to be full time or not, she said. Taylor said
a substitute can take however many jobs
they want.

Taylor said that when a job opens up
the teachers request certain substitute be-
cause they have been there already and
feel comfortable with them

She said that there are not any restric-
tions unless someone has a substitute cer-
tificate where they can only work 90 days-
per-year.

“There aren’t any benefits,” she said.

“They are paid $140 per day.”

Junior Farhana Husain said
thinks that most substitute teachur-:
not have a clue what they are doing
therefore create problems for studcnis

She said that substitutes rarelyv |
what they are supposed to be tea
which makes it difficult for a studen::
learn if they have a question about ¢
they are suppose to be learning.

“Usually we justdo busy work v
doesn’t help,” Husain said.

When it comes to long term sub«: 3§
tute teachers, Husain said that it isn 118

much of a disturbance as long as th
have some knowledge about the partic
lar subject.
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Nebraska Methodist College offers a variety of opportunites for
nurse professionals who want to pursue new career goals.

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

(BSN)
LPN to BSN
| CARE- RN to BSN

| Accelerated BSN

Master of Science in Nursing

Post-Master’s Certificate in
Nursing Education

Continuing Education
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505 N. 155 Plaza
5018 Ames Ave.
13215 West Center
Road
17370 Lakeside Hills
13250 West Maple
888 S. Saddle Creek
Road

GROCERIES, FLOWERS, PHARMACIES,

VIDEOS AND MORE!

3026 S. 24th Street
7312 N 30th Street
4240 S. 50th Street
1945 N. 72nd Street
3010 S. 84th Street
8010 S. 84th Street
5555 N. 90th Street
5222 S. 136th Street
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Company

"Senior graduation caps,

‘gowns and announcements

*Order Dates: Wed. Nov. 20th

| Thur. Nov.
Fri. Nov. 22nd

*$30 down payment, balance due in the

| spring

g o : 4
*Come during lunch in the confergnce

room

Willsie Graduation

21st

Remember the good times!

Buy an ad in the 2002-2003 O-Book
Perfect for seniors, friends, clubs,

sports, and activities

Contact Kaytee Meade, Hallie Bieber or Mr.

Deabler in room 315
Prices
1/8 page- $40
1/4 page- $75
1/2 page- $100
1 page- $175
Spread- $300

Photography;
|

Portratt
Photography
that looks

llke !
M |

ife

Jim Qiler, photograher
2020 North 49th Street / Omaha, NE 68104

402-250-2244

www.mga.ltd.photography.faithweb.com
JimboMGA@aol.com

Mention this ad when you book your portrait sitting and
you'll get $15 off your booking fee.
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Crudents see
Lenefits from
bating organic

By Danielle Welty
Though the market for or-
anic food has been steadily in-
asing, the amount of teens

Te, :

\in hoosing to eat healthier food

 Sai W .ccmingly not, yet some Cen-
1

heJial students are eating veg-
Wl:rian and organic foods for
e health benefits that they
ffer.

Organic food is food that
as been grown free of chemi-
als. Many people believe this
elps reduce the risk of cancer
nd improves one’s health.

Junior Kira O’Bradovich,
hooses to eat organic food.

O'Bradovich, along with
overal of her other family
embers, is diabetic.

By eating health food, she
able to keep her diabetes un-
er control more easily.

“I don’t get sick or miss
early as many school days,
1d it wasn’t hard to adapt to
ecause ['ve been eating health
sod all of my life,”
)'Bradovich said.

('Bradovich’s mother was
e one that introduced her to
rganic food, unlike junior Sa-
h Cavanagh, who began eat-
g organic food and made the
ecision to become a vegetar-
in on her own.

“I like to be nice to my
rdy, because it’s the only one
Il ever have,” Cavanagh said.

Cavanagh approached her
om at the age of nine and told
or she was a vegetarian after
scoming enlightened on the
pic during a Girl Scout camp-
g trip.

“My mom was really sup-
ortive from the beginning.
he got me some pamphlets
om work, because she’s a
irse, and she helped me plan
diet,” said Cavanagh.

Being a vegetarian can
use major health problems

sh&llecause most people get their
s (ilaily requirements of protein
om meat.

If one doesn’t take the nec-
ssary precautions.

o Cavanagh said she eats
.t i substitutes along with soy
shalroducts such as soy
ilkshakes, soy nuts and
hicllcsgie burgers to make up for
1e protein she doesn’t get
Hstll om eating meat.

 tod [t has become easier for
el oth Cavanagh and
il Bradovich to find these
roducts in the past few years
s new health food stores, like
e Wild Oats Market, spring
p in the Omaha area.

Even though Cavanagh
id she is not to fond of big
orporate stores that take over
mall co-ops and family owned
tores, she said she appreciates
e convenience.

There are also several res-
durants, such as McFoster’s
atural Kind Café in Omaha,
hat serve vegetarian and or-
Fanic food.

Tom McFoster, owner of
cFoster’s, opened his restau-
ant because he said it was so
ard for him as a health-con-
tious vegetarian to find any-
here that served food he
iked to eat.

“Organic food just tends to
aste better,” McFoster said.
Whenever I went out to res-
aurants, I would order some-
hing and they would either
bring me food that had been
ooked with meat or hand me
i platter of uncooked veg-
Ptables.”

McFoster said that con-
pumers are getting smarter and
e attributes that to the grow-
ng health food market.

“People are demanding to
pe told how many grams of fat
ire in their hamburgers, and
hey’re learning what they're
eally eating,” McFoster said.

Since there is more of a de-
and for organic products the
ertification process of organic
00ds is being looked at more
arefully.

Recently standards have
Peen placed on labeling or-
Banic foods to ensure they are

ruly grown chemical-free.

O be

y
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Elementary

By Aaron Maurice

First grader Etienne Brock
must wear a uniform to school
every day.

Although this is common oc-
currence at many private schools,
she doesn’t attend one. Brock at-
tends one of the first OPS schools
that now requires uniforms for all

‘students.

Marrs Elementary, Brock’s
school, started requiring a uni-
form of khaki pants and a dark
shirt, or a dark dress after the
school’s parents raised enough
support.

A similar thing has happened
at five other OPS elementary
schools, which include Belvedere,
Conestoga, Saratoga, Field Club
and Druid Hill. :

The change to uniforms for
these schools came after a signifi-
cant percentage of the parents
wanted to put this practice into
effect. They held a vote where
over 75 percent of parents wanted
them.

Principal Pamala Cohn of
Marrs Elementary School said
that her school adopted uniforms
after a group of parents thought
that their children needed to wear
them.

Many of the supporters emi-
grated from Mexico where they
were required to wear uniforms.
They organized their idea and
conducted a parent survey. The
measure passed with proper
amount of support and a commit-
tee was formed, she said.

The committee set standards
for wearing uniforms as well as
set in motion the necessary steps
to a full implementation of their
plan.

The school then required all

—

1

schools institute uniforms

First grader Etienne Brock colors during class at Marrs Elementary. Marrs is one of six OPS
elementary schools that requires students to wear uniforms.

students to wear uniforms the fol-
lowing year.

The effects of a more formal
school environment have been
beneficial to the students, Cohn
said. The students are more seri-
ous and less distracted than they
were in previous years.

However, Cohn said the posi-
tive effects have come at a price.
In the first few weeks that stu-
dents had to wear the uniforms,
teachers had to take the first part
of class to see who was wearing
the proper dress.

Incentives were given for
classes that fully participated and
now most students wear their
uniforms consistently without in-
cident, Cohn said.

Another effect the uniforms
created was among the parents. To

implement plan, most of the par-
ents had to work together, bring-
ing them more closely into the af-
fairs of the school.

This has improved relations
and communication among par-
ents and the school. Cohn said
that parents are more aware of
their student’s progress and have
become a better influence.

Principal Jerry Bexten said he
had not heard of uniforms on a
public high school level, although
he questions whether they would
have much of an effect.

“It's not as much what they
wear, but how they wear it,” he
said.

Junior Joe Medeiros is op-
posed to school uniforms because
he believes that clothes are a form
of expression.

“One of the good things about
high school is that teenagers could
express themselves,” he said.
“Uniforms would be shunning
this.”

OPS Director of Student and
Community Services Steve
Nelson said that if a middle school
or high school wanted to imple-
ment uniforms they would have
to follow a similar route that the
elementary schools did.

First, parents, not administra-
tors or teachers must develop
enough support to hold a vote.
The vote must draw at least 75
percent in support for the measure
to pass.

The next step would be to
form a committee of parents to set
guidelines, which could be imple-
mented the following year.

Photos by KAITLIN JESSING-BUTZ and ROB HUNTER/THE REGISTER

(Left) Senior Ashley Krijan, senior Katie Musick, sophomore Hannah Wunsch and senior Rachel LaCroix play their French
horns during first hour band class. (Right) Junior Jason Nehrig practices a piece during A Cappella. Because of the move of
the all-city music festival from the Civic Auditorium to the TAC building, fewer vocal and instrumental students will be able to

participate.

All-city music festival moved to TAC building

By Paula Salhany

Senior Allison Kollath has been involed
in the all-city music festival ever since she
was in 6th grade. But now, there is a good
chance she may not be able to attend this year.

That’s because the festival has been
moved from the Civic Auditorium, where it
has been held for 53 years, to the TAC audito-

rium.

Because of a contract that the UNO
hockey team has with the Civic, the
perfomance got bumped out of the arena, Lyn

Bouma, director of A Capella said.

“If the Mavericks don’t get to the play-
offs though, the Civic will just be sitting there
on that day,” she said. “But because there is a
chance they will be there, we got bumped

"

out

This will be the 54th year for the festival,
Bouma said. Usually, it includes all of the or-
chestra and chior students from all the
elementry, middle and high schools in OPS.

“It was neat because the little kids got to
see the big kids sing,” Bouma said.

Kollath said she remembers as a sixth
grader looking up at the “big high school kids”
and wanting to be them. She said the all-city
festival is one of the reasons she continued on

in vocal music.

cut, Bouma said.

Fach school is allowed 20 students from
their choral group plus 20 percent of the whole
chorus. Central will be able to take about 38

students, she said.

Now, because the festival has been moved
to the TAC auditorium, not only will the festi-
val be spilt up into two days, the number of
people in the performance will be drastically

“I'm really upset because not even all of
the seniors will be able to go,” Kollath said.

She said she is worried she won't be able
to attend. She said she feels everyone should
be able to sing, especially the seniors.

Claudianna Todd, coordinator of music at

TAC said she along with others tried hard to
aquire another concert hall.

“We tried to get the Orpheum, UNO and
we tried to keep the Civic, but in the end the/
only thing we could get was the TAC audito-
rium,” she said. “It needs a little cosmetic work

but it will still work. The acoustics are good

and the concert will be a little more formal than
past years.”

Todd said while she is disapointed about
the move, the show should still be good. She

said the music will be the same as planned

before, the only difference is the number of
students in the program. As for who gets to
participate from Central, Bouma said she will

be holding auditions in January.

Kollath said Bouma is bringing in some-
one from outside of the school to help her
choose who will be in the chorus.

“I've been involved in all-city for forever,”
Kollath said. “I just want to be able to sing in
it my last year in high school.”

Il DARTMOUTH

Former student accepted into prestigious collegiate honor society

the induction as well.

Stahl said his involvement
with the Environmental Con-
sciousness Organization, a cam-
pus volunteer group, and his par-
ticipation on the fencing team
probably played a part in his ac-
ceptance.

“ Athletic involvement helped
a little bit,” he said.

Stahl said there were benefits
to being a NSCS member, but all
of them were not immediately

apparent.
One of the pluses were mem-

bership was how students got to
network with professionals in
fields they wanted to go into.

“It’s kind of a way to know
someone in the industry that we
want to go into,” he said.

Stahl is an anthropology ma-
jor, but said he hopes to study in-
ternational affairs later in the year.

After college, he said he
would most likely be pursuing
some sort of graduate education,
probably for another four years of
college.

“My most realistic career goal

right now is to go into hospital ad-
ministration,” he said.

While at Central, Stahl was in
band and was a National Honor
Society metro representative.

Stahl said the two biggest in-
fluences on his academic career
were social studies department
head Carol Hipp and his two
years in marketing.

“When I got to Central, I re-
ally didn’t have high expectations
for myself,” he said.

Hipp said she first met Stahl
when he was in her Advanced

Placement American history class.

“] made him learn to write,
learn to be precise and just sort of
kept him going during junior year
when everything is new,” she
said.

Hipp said Stahl was an excel-
lent student who studied a lot,
worked hard to understand ma-
terials and participated in class
discussions.

“(Stahl) always wanted to
know the real answer why, he
wouldn’t take anything less,” Hip
said.

UNL recruits

with honors
curriculum

By Charlie Wence

Senior Scott O’Dell is stay-
ing in Nebraska for college. He
is staying here because he said
he believes that education is
what you make of it and pay-
ing $20,000 to go somewhere
else is a waste.

But sometimes there is a
problem keeping Nebraska
kids in Nebraska after high
school.

“The trouble recruiting to
kids in Nebraska is that, for
some, Nebraska is not their first
choice,” Patrick McBride, Asso-
ciate Dean of Admissions at
UNL, said.

Senior Emily Lebens is
leaving Nebraska for college.
She is planning on attending
Trinity University in San Anto-
nio, TX.

“I have nothing against
Nebraska, I really like it,” she
said. “But there’s a lot more out
there and I feel like it’s time to
move on and go somewhere
else.”

There are still 15,557 in-
state undergraduate students
attending UNL as of this fall.

Efforts are being made to
keep the more high achieving
in-state students in Nebraska.
UNL is spreading the word of
its honors program.

“The Nebraska honors
program'’s students have the
highest ACT scores in the Big
XII,” McBride said.

The honors program offers
regular course work, honors
classes, discussion-driven
classes and is also more chal-
lenged than the classes regular
students enroll in, McBride
said.

“I think the key point (to
recruiting) is to get kids on
campus and have them see for
themselves,” McBride said.

However, this year the Ne-
braska State budget has run
into trouble forcing them to cut
funds to many different areas,
including the University.

McBride said he believes
the cause for alarm about the
budget cuts is because of the
local news coverage, because
the local media only covers the
budget cuts for Nebraska’s col-
lege and university system not
other states’ university systems
which have also become victim
to similar budget cuts.

“Everyone is hurting, but
some states may be immune
though,” McBride.

McBride said he believes
that when a student attends a
higher tier university, like
Harvard, everyone around
them has a high academic pro-
file and the student is seen as
just one of many.

However, attending a
school like Nebraska, students
have a better profile and have
more opportunities to succeed
and receive more attention
than being at the big name
school, he said

“ At Nebraska, you become
a big fish in a small pond,”
McBride said.

Yet, it becomes difficult try-
ing to bring kids in who al-
ready have their minds set on
a certain school out of state,
McBride said.

“There is sometimes
trouble recruiting students
from OPS because their parents
attended a college out of state,
or their parents have hopes for
their children to travel to a
prestigious school,” he said.

Lebens, who plans on ma-
joring in secondary education
mathematics, wanted to leave
Nebraska because her parents
stayed in-state and wanted her
to see more than they did.

“I wanted to go to a small
school that was warm. Just
somewhere that [ would fitin,”
Lebens said.

O'Dell ‘s opinion on leav-
ing Nebraska differs.

“You have the rest of your
life to travel,” he said.

O'Dell also said that if he
wasn’t going to attend a public
school in Nebraska, he would
go to Nebraska Weslyan, an in-
state private college.
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Internet diaries
new fad among

young people

By Laura Diesing

It's easy, it’s fun and it’s more
popular than bean curd at a veg-
etarian convention.

It's weblogging.

People all over the world are
converting their diaries to per-
sonal online sites called blogs.

According to blogspot.com,
the definition of a blog is “a web
page made up of usually short,
frequently updated posts that are
arranged chronologically—like a
what’s new page or a journal.”

Most people use it to share
their days with friends or as a
public diary.

Others use it for business pur-
poses, posting their company’s
progress for all of the investors to
have access to.

But young people are catch-
ing onto blogging more quickly
than most other groups.

“It's a way of having a diary
but you can show your friends,”
junior Allison Wynn said.

Wynn used to have a website
but she said it was too much work
to update it all the time.

She said that weblogging is
just so simple.

“It's a way to put everything
out there,” Wynn said.

Not so long ago, in 1998,
weblogs began to appear on the
Internet.

Just four years later, anyone
can type the word “blogging” into
a search engine and over 500,000
different sites will pop up.

Senior Valerie Hoff has had a
few personal websites and now
uses a blog site.

She said there is very little
that users need to know to create
their own blog pages.

Depending on the host site
used, users can do the exact same
things on a blog site that they can
on a regular website, but the pro-
cess is much easier.

Blog sites allow users to post
links, graphics, and most have
guest books.

“I used to do the same thing
on my website, this is just a little
more organized,” Hoff said.

Wynn said she enjoys
weblogging for the little aspects
of it like writing lyrics for her
friends to see.

“Most of the time all I do is
take quizzes and post my results
on the site,” Wynn said. “All my
friends have diaries too. We all
write in our diaries so we only
have to say something once.”

Hoff said that she uses her
blog site as a way to stay in touch
with her friends.

“Sometimes you can’talways
talk to people. If they are away,
they can read this and still know
whats going on. It's a place to
ramble about your day,” Hoff
said.

Wynn, unlike Hoff, said that
she does not know very much
about websites or computers.

“Most of the time I am instant
messaging or updating my diary,”
she said.

Montessori schools hold educational benefits for participants, involved parents, students sa

By Danielle Welty

With American students los-
ing interest in school as the years
progress, there are other forms of
learning that have emerged to
make school more appealing,
Montessori schools are one of
them, teachers and parents said.

“Montessori schools are about
teaching a child to love to learn
and to work at their own pace
which will hopefully carry
through to college,” Mary Kay
Smith, mother of junior Will Smith
and Zach Smith, a Montessori stu-
dent, said.

These schools are not based
on memorization of facts or num-
bers; it’s about actually learning
the material and applying it to

Security guard reaches out to students|

By Doug Meigs

Security guard Frank Zavorka is cool.

Students flock around him after
school; after all he does drive a Harley
Davidson and he has ten tattoos.

Zavorka said he loves his work at
Central, but not because he’s popular. He
said he just wants to make a difference in
youths’ lives.

“My primary objective is to help
kids,” he said.

Despite the biker-ish appearance and
yearly trips to Sturgis, Zavorka is truly
compassionate towards the lives of Cen-
tral students. Before he began working
as one of Central’s security guard in Oc-
tober of 1998, he had been a firefighter
for 33 years and has even been a counse-
lor at a youth camp.

“I wanted to do something where I
could help again,” he said. “They think
['m cool but I'm not here to be cool, I like
to work with young adults.”

So far he said he hopes he has been
making a difference. Based on student re-
sponse, it appears he has.

“I feel really good when parents
came up at teachers’ conferences and said
‘you’re the one my kid’s been talking
about,” he said.

They shook his hand and said he
made a difference, either by acting posi-
tive towards them, or helping them turn
a new leaf

“I see kids everywhere, I cant get
away from them, | see them at the movie
theaters,” he said.

He said the students will come up to
him and act surprised and say things
along the lines of “Oh, I didn’t know you
go to the movies.”

Sophomore Melissa Hester said she
likes Zavorka because she can talk to him
and he gets along with all the students.

“He’s the best security guard we’ve
got. He tries to talk to kids instead of get-
ting in their business. They can relate to
him so they feel they can talk to him,”
Hester said.

That’s exactly how Zavorka said he
tries to interact with students.

“I'm a good guy and sometimes all
these kids need is someone to talk to. All
these kids hear is negativity, it's a hard

Security guard Frank Zavorka watches over the “C” from his security station by the main entrance. Zavorka
has been working at Central for four years and says he enjoys working with students.

world to be growing up in, especially
now,” he said.

Back when he worked for the fire
department he said he was the one that
would always talk to young people if
they came to visit, that could be elemen-
tary, high school students or any youths.

Then, through the department, he
became involved with Camp Eagle in
Fremont as a counselor for about four
years. He participated in activities and
had the opportunity to work one on one
with youths.

He said a lot of the kids would come
to the camp with really bad attitude prob-
lems and would leave completely
straightened out.

“I enjoyed it. It was for the down and

+ outkid, the kids that usually couldn’t go

to camp,” he said. “It was fun for me and
I got to do things I hadn’t done before,
like repel off of a cliff. If the kids saw me

do it, they weren’t afraid to follow.”

Zavorka said his wife recommended
he become a security guard because he
related well with youths. She is a para-
professional in the ESL department, and
before this year had worked at Bryan and
elementary schools. ,

He went to TAC, told them he
wanted to work with kids again, showed
them his credentials and he said he was
hired on the spot.

They sent him to Lewis and Clark for
him to test out the job.

At the time he was only working part
time because he was still with the fire de-
partment. Then, when he retired, he
started working full time and came over
to Central.

Security guard Russ Lane started
working at Central the year before
Zavorka. However, the two had known
each other from high school. Lane said

Photo by DOUG MEIGS/THE REGISTER

Zavorka had signed his yearbook
when they graduated together in 1961.

“He’s an all right fellow, he seems
to relate really well (to students),”
Lane said.

When he gets called up to a room
for say a disorderly student or some
disturbance, he said he likes to talk to
he kids and understand their perspec-
tive on his way down tot he office

“I usually try and see what hap-
pened and do a little counseling on the
way down,” he said.

Zavorka said he thinks Central is
one of the best schools in Omaha and
has the best security guard staff
around.

There’s a security guard with a
personality that could fit any and ev-
ery variety of students. So even
though Zavorka is popular, the others
are as well.

everyday life, she said.

“The students are allowed to
advance at a much faster rate be-
cause they aren’t restricted by a
number grade or a regular class-
room,” Smith said.

Grades are not awarded to the
students, that way the emphasis
is put more on learning instead of

getting the work done specifically .

for grading. Whenever students
complete a set of work they move
onto the next level of work.
Junior Nicole Stubbs, an em-
ployee at a Montessori school,
said she didn’t understand how
the students learned anything be-
cause it seemed too crazy to her
at first, but then she realized all
of them were just working on their

Coke

A drop of refreshment
in a thirsty world
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Academic Decathlon teacher Vicki Deniston Reed shows a map to
senior Tim Shew as part of a social studies lesson. Shew was one
of the students who went along on the trip to New York City.

own projects.

In the Montessori classrooms
there are three classes in one room,
and all the students work on
projects.

The students keep the same
teacher, who must get additional
education to teach at a
Montessouri school, for the three
years they are in the class.

She said the teachers then get
to know their students well
throughout the years they have
them, the older students also teach
younger students to give them all
more one on one learning time.
The small classrooms and open
learning atmosphere make the
students learn to enjoy school.

“There was a student that

Academic decathlon travels to New York, experiences culturet

By Laura Diesing
Wide-eyed and excited, Central’s Academic
Decathlon class visited New York City, not

knowing what to expect.

oceanography.

bursting with knowledge.

New York famous.

would bring her books with her
outonto the playground and con-
tinue to read, the children here just
love to learn,” Stubbs said.

The students learn everything
from math to science, but when-
ever the student is in a “sensitive
period,” or a period of strong in-
terest about one subject, the teach-
ers expand on that, though not
neglecting other subjects.

Some may think that the tran-
sition from a Montessori elemen-
tary school to a public school set-
ting may be hard for the children
both socially and educationally.

“Montessori schools are not
for everyone. Some students do
much better in a structured class-
room, but others flourish in a

“Everything we did was fun because we
were out of Omaha,” senior Aron Cobbs said.
“For lots of us, it was our first time there.”

The class took a trip to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and the Museum of Modern Art
in New York City to see the paintings they had
only seen photos of in their books.

To prepare for upcoming decathlon scrim-
mages, Academic Decathlon students have been
studying art from the Romantic Period and

The three-day trip to see pieces by Turner,
Constable and Gericault left the students’ brains

“We had a very definite educational
agenda,” Academic Decathlon’s teacher, Vicki
Deniston Reed said. “That eats up a lot of time.”

Though a large part of their days were filled
with educational trips, the students did get to
visit many of the places that helped to make

“We went to the MET, Central Park and ate
dinner in China Town,” Cobbs said. “There’s

so much culture in Chinatown.”
Academic Decathlon also spent hours on g
crowded subway cars traveling to Times Square
and Ground Zero. _
The adventures did not stop after the stu- §

rooms.

room,” Cobbs said.

To better understand oceanography, the
class took a short boat ride past the Statue of
Liberty to an aquarium on Coney Island.

The trip allowed students to get close to sea
horses, jellyfish, sharks and starfish.

“The coolest things were the walruses. They
were huge and funny,” Cobbs said.

Deniston Reed said that by the end of the
year she hopes to take the class to Kansas City
to visit the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art.

“It has very good Chinese and European art
collections,” Deniston Reed said.

Academic Decathlon will be competing in
a decathlon scrimmage in December against
strong competition like Burke, North and Prep,
but team members are optimistic.

“We are strong and invincible,” Cobbs
said.

Montessori setting because the
possibilities are endless,” Smith
said.

Smith, being a parent of a
Montessori student, said it re-
quires a lot of commitment and
parent involvement.

“The difference between the
Montessori I work at and others
is that this one is a parents co-op,
so all of the parents are really in-
volved and essentially run every-
thing,” Stubbs said. “I baby-sit for
alady whose daughter goes to the
Montessori school. She recom-
mended me and that’s how I got
my job.”

The students have three eat-
ing times that Stubbs helps out
with throughout the day that con-

sist of two snacks and a lunch,
of which are health food iten
such as fruits, vegetables an
crackers.

Stubbs’ job also consists ¢
putting the toddlers down for
nap and reading a book to the
so that they can stay all throug]
the 10 hour school day.

Both Stubbs and Smith 4

experience.

“The students there are $
smart. They’ll come up to youa
say things you never thought 2
year old would say because the!
vocabulary is so extensive

opportunities these student
have.”

OLD MARKET Book CELLAR

PASSAGEWAY *1030 HOWARD STREET
OMaHA, NE, 68102 * PHONE: 345-0588

Its not for everyone, it’s for YOU

dents retreated to the safety of their hostel

“There was a big rat in the girls’ hotel §

Montessori schools as a positi

Stubbs said. “I wish I had had ti
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tudents vote for first time

By Charlie Wence

Senior John Demott is now 18
bars L)|d.

He now has the privilege to
sose his government leaders
rough the power of voting.

«| think I will be able to voice
v opinion through voting, but
ore still are other ways,” Demott

:d-

Demott said he was excited to
e,

While there are some 18-year-
is who are excited to vote, sta-
tics show that there is a prob-
nwith getting young people to
o polls on Election Day.

[he age group between 18
1 24 vears old has the lowest
er turn out and voter registra-
in out of all of the older age
oups, according to U.S. Census
ireau statistics.

There are 23,915 citizens in the

to 24 age group, only 50 per-
nt of them are registered voters

d only 36 percent of them
owed up atthe polls to cast their
te for the November election in
00, according to the U.S. Cen-
s Bureau.

Social Studies teacher Carol
gici was in college while the
bting age was 21.

A constitutional amendment
1972 changed the voting age to
due to the Vietnam War, where
-vear-olds were fighting while
v weren't able to vote for the

hvernment leaders who sent
'm to Vietnam.

After the Amendment was
ide, there became two elections.

There was one for state and
al positions and one for federal
sitions.

The amendment was specifi-
llv made for federal elections
aning thatan 18 year old could
bte for president, but would
ve to be 21 to vote for governor
their state, Krejci said.

“I'was 21 once the voting age
s changed so I guess I missed
t,” she said.

Krejci encourages voting from
*day one is legally able and for
» rest of one’s life.

“lalways joke when I tell my
idents that [ will come back and
unt them if they didn’t vote,”
ejci said.

Photo by KAITLIN JESSING-BUTZ/THE REGISTER
Senior John DeMott votes for the first time. DeMott and many
other seniors had the opportunity to vote in this year’s elec-
tion.

When it comes to citizens who
do not take advantage of their
privilege to vote, she said they
have no room for objection.

“I think they are fools,” Krejci
said, “I have a real problem with
those who don’t vote and com-
plain, so I think they should either
put up or shut up.”

Demott said he believed that
citizens who waste their privilege
to vote shouldn’t have any com-
plaints.

He said these people weren't
even around when they were able
to choose leaders to deal with
their issues.

In Nebraska there is a law that
allows, in some cases, for 17-year-
olds to vote in certain elections.

Around 1990 there were a lot
of kids who felt disfranchised be-
cause they weren’t able to vote for
candidates who were going to be
in the general election that they
were able to vote in, Krejci said.

Because of that, now there is
a law stating if a voter-to-be is go-
ing to be 18 years old on or before
the day of the general election, law
allows them the right to vote in
primary elections, she said.

“Basically you can vote when
you're 17 and a half,” Krejci said.

The Results

Winners are in bold

By Doug Meigs

M ovERRIDE

Voters turn down measure to
get more public school funds

from OVERRIDE, page 1
for new jobs.”

Langan used the example ofcutting English
programs.

He said if teachers thought that they were go-
ing to have to look for a new job, their performance
would not be as good in their classes and as a re-
sult students won't get as
good of an education. Langan
said even if it came to the
point where the school board
was going to have to cut pro-
grams, it would meet in a pri-
vate session so they would not
scare students and teachers.

He said the school board
has already done a lot to allo-
cate supplies and transporta-
tion so that the district can
save money. He said they
have done everything pos-
sible to cut back on things that
won't affect the students.

Anderson said it would
be nice if the legislature
would throw out the state aid
formula and simply rewrite it.

“If the legislature would get a brain they would
have done this a long time ago,” she said. “It is
very easy for them to put education on the back
burner and wait for something critical to happen.
But we’ve already hit critical mass here.”

She said it surprises her when the govenor calls
a special session for the death penalty but does not
take the time to support the education system. Jun-
ior Kelsey Gotch was surprised when she saw that

OPS: $ 6,346
NEBRASKA

tthe proposal lost by such a large margin.

“Any money would help OPS,” she said. “But
I thought the bill would be more of a 50-50 situa-
tion.”

She said she thinks voters’ priorities are a little

‘backwards when it comes to education. She said

education should come first. Gotch said the over-
ride would have been a good thing and that she
was dissapointed when she saw the results.

“We are training the future here,” Anderson
said. “If we don’t have the money to educate them,
OPS is going to end up just like the Washington
D.C. and Chicago public school systems.”

She said many voters are also under the im-
pression that TAC has too many administrators
when in reality, they have cut back on the number
of people in the building.

“Sometimes people don’t realize there is actu-
ally a school in the building,” Anderson said. “They
see all the cars over there and get the impression
that TAC is spending too much money.”

1

WESTSIDE: $ 7,925

AVERAGE: $ 6,652
Information courtesy of John Langan

Dennis Pool, assistant superintendant for OPS,
said if someone were to look at the statistics they
would find that OPS spends less money per stu-
dent than the state average by approximately $300.

He said with 45,000 students in the district it
adds up to a lot of money.

The levy override would only help sustain the
programs that already exist.
The district would not even
think about doing anything

The amount of :
new, Pool said.

money OPS spends :
i each studest i He said to a lot of vot-
below the stateay-  ©rS the proposal only meant

an extra $150 in income
taxes.

“They didn’t under-
stand what kind of money
OPS needs,” he said.

Gotch said she didn’t
think the community was as
educated as it should have
been. She said some of the
ads were not as effective as
they could have been.

Anderson said while
there were campaigns out
about the override, they
probably didn’t reach as many people as they
should have.

“We were working with a limited amount of
money and when we would meet there was also a
limited amount of people who came,” she said.

But now that OPS will not be receiving the
money, Anderson said the lawsuit OPS, along with
others in Nebraska, have been working on against
the state is much more of a realistic option.

She said there have been many studies done
to show how much money students need to get a
decent education.

Because the state will not reform the educa-
tion aid formally and because the voters are not
willing to sacrifice the income tax money, they may
acutally have to file suit.

“We have all be working very hard to get the
point across that we need help here,” Anderson
said. .

She said even though she was still hopeful
about the proposal, she saw how close the election
was for Westside’s levy override, she knew it
would be an uphill battle. The fact is, OPS did not
get the money it needed, Langan said. So in the
mean time, OPS officials will have to think about
what can be done to pull the district out of the defi-
cit it has found itself in.

“We know that we don’t want to cut programs
and we don’t want to hurt students,” he said. “Its
a really difficult situation.”

erage. It is also
much below most
of its neighboring
school districts.

Board member looks forward to serving Central

overnor
Mike Johanns, Republican-
.89%
Stormy Dean, Democrat- 32.81%
Paul Rosberg, Nebraska- 2.3%
Senator
Chuck Hagel, Republican-
78.44%
Charlie Matulka, Democrat-
18.28% |
John ]. Graziano, Libertarian-
2.29%
Phil Chase, Independent- 1.00%

Congress, District 1
Doug Bereuter, Republican- 85%
Robert Eckerson, Libertarian- 15%

Congress, District 2

Lee Terry, Republican- 61.95%
Jim Simon, Democrat- 34.22%
Dave Stock, Libertarian- 1.43%
Doug Paterson, Green-2.4%

Con , District 3
el Tom Osborne, Republican-93%
tsll Jerry Hickman, Libertarian- 7%

Levy Override
‘ No- 40,167-60.15%
B Yes- 26,613-39.85%

Attorney General

fJon Bruning, Republican-61.99%
Mike Meister, Dcmocrat-38 01%

Information mmsyofﬂuobouglas(':ounty'ﬂucﬂon Commission

Omaha City Charter

Amendment
No-38, 990- 49.17%
Yes- 26,613- 39.85%

School Board

Sub-district 1
Penny Sophir- 67.18%
Anthony C. Fasthorse- 32.82%

Sub-district 3
Shirley J. Tyree- 82.36%

‘Dean Sciford- 17.64%

Sub-district 5
Nancy Kratky- 59.37%
Nancy Jacobson- 40.63%

Sub-district 7
Mark Martinez- 64.33%
Timothy Grollmes- 35.67%

Sub-district 9
John T. Langan (board president)-
100%

Sub-district 11
Dick Galusha- _100%

Secretary of State

John A. Gale, Republican- 57.17%
Jay C, Stoddard, Democrat-35.65%
Tudor Lewis, Libertarian- 2.48%
Joseph A. Rosberg, Nebraska- 4.71%

Shirley Tyree was recently reelected
to the third OPS sub-district school board
chair.

Although she has held the chair since
1993, this was her first year to work with
Central, which was moved to the third
sub-district after OPS was redistricted.

Tyree was an easy choice for the po-
sition. Besides her nine year career on the
board to recommend her, her opponent,
Dean Sciford, left Omaha just before the
election.

Even though he was no longer run-
ning, his name was still on the ticket. But
Tyree never had a chance to meet him.

“The election process for me was not
a difficult one. But I didn't take it for
granted even though he (Sciford) left
town,” she said.

Tyree said there was always the
chance that voters could have elected
Sciford.

She said the major issues in the past
election included the school bond debate
which she said everyone seemed to be
interested in, as well as the community
perception that there is too much violence
in schools, test scores and the presence
of magnet schools.

The two issues that Tyree personally
focused on were short-term suspensions
and the current zero-tolerance policy.

“Iwould like to see some things done
for children who are out of school for one
or more days,” she said. “They should be
able to go to a specific building or loca-
tion where they could be supervised and
still keep up with their school work”

Parents have questioned Tyree in the
past concerning the purpose of taking
their children out of school when they
tend to get in more trouble by being out-
side the school environment.

“It (her proposal) is just something
so the parents will feel better about their
children being out of school,” she said.

Many parents of such students work
during the school day. She said that this
way they would know where they are,
while the students could stay current
with their schoolwork.

Photo by JILLIAN RISAVI/THE REGISTER

Shirley Tyree works at her desk. Because of redistricting, Tyree now rep-

resents Central on the school board.

At this point it's only a suggestion,
but Tyree said she would like to see it
acted upon. Similarly she thinks new ac-
tion should be taken toward zero toler-
ance.

“I would like to see it (zero tolerance)
revisited so we can see what’s going on,”
Tyree said. “Children change, situations
change, and we need to be more in tune
with what'’s going on.”

Tyree said the way the policy is writ-
ten works right now. But, due to the com-
plaints directed at zero tolerance, she
thinks it should be looked into again and
nothing should be set in stone.

She started working on the school
board after Brenda Council was elected
to the city council and left her seat in the
third sub-district open.

Tyree said she has learned a lot from
her years on the school board and be-
lieves that everyone should try and hold
some sort of office in their life times.

“Otherwise it’s kind of hard to make
a statement of what you say should be or
shouldn’t be,” she said.

Tyree said OPS has an immense

amount of positive attributes that are of-
ten overlooked. Even though the district
has changed over the years, it is still a
positive educational institution like it was
when she grew up.

Tyree was enrolled at Kellom, then
attended the former Tech junior high and
graduated from Tech high. However,
there are some issues that she said have
changed for the worse.

“I think it’s changed to the point
where teachers aren’t really able to teach
what they need to (teach),” she said.

With the assessment testing and other
such institutions she said teachers have
to follow unnecessary regulation by out-
side parties and wishes the teachers had
more independent power.

“I can go along with some (standard-
ized) testing, but there’s a lot of testing,
and the teachers aren’t able to meet the
needs of as many students,” she said.

As for the rest of her new term, Tyree
said she will continue to stay close with
her constituency by going to meetings, at-
tending neighborhood groups and taking

calls from her home.
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By Laura Diesing
*name changed to protect identity

It's 9 p.m. Friday night and the adults
are out drinking, talking with their friends
and perhaps getting a bit tipsy.

Little do they know, their kids have
probably already had more to drink than
they have.

‘Law and school officials have been
trying to educate teenagers about the risks
of underage drinking for years, but the
information seems to escape the students’
memories as soon as they walk out of the
classroom door.

Unfortunately, binge drinking, which
is having five or more drinks on one occa-
sion, has become seemingly essential to a
teenager’s social life.

With both peer pressure and social
pressures playing a role in today's society,
teens are faced with the question of
whether or not to binge drink.

“l think I have more fun when I'm
drunk,” *Lisa Smith said. "l have a really
high tolerance so | consume a lot of alco-
hol.”

Like Smith, many students use binge
drinking as a way to relax and become
more outgoing.

“"I'm normally a really shy person but
after I've been drinking it’s really easy to
talk to people,” Smith said. "I think I have
a lot more fun when I'm drunk.”

Smith said that all of her friends and
most of the people she knows drink as
well.

The number of high school students
who regularly participate in binge drink-
ing is alarming, but the Omaha police
force is cracking down on the epidemic of
underage drinking, city prosecutor Marty
Conboy said.

"We've already arrested far more peo-
ple this year than last year,” Conboy said.

Since December of 2001, Omaha
police officers have made almost 1,300
alcohol-related arrests. In 2000 there were
only 914 arrests.

"It's not a sign that there are more
teens with alcohol,” Conboy said. "It’s a
sign that the police are even better. The
enforcement has been stepped up.”

The large number of arrests have not
stopped Smith and her friends from going
to parties and binge drinking.

"In the summer | drank every other
day,” Smith said, "but during the school
vear, | usually only drink about once a
weekend.”

At a party during spring break last
year, Smith said she and her friends drank
almost constantly from

6:30 p.m. to 3:30 a.m.
Smith

Some
teens use a
beer bong to
drink alcohol
more quickly. Beer is
poured into the funnel and then
consumed from the other end.

BINGE DRINKING

Some students drink on a regular basis with the sole intention of getting drunk. This type of
drinking also done for social reasons. To counteract this behavior, school officials and law
enforcement are trying to educate students about the consequences.

said her parents have never talked to her
about the dangers of drinking.

"They think I'm a perfect, little angel,”
she said. “They would never suspect I do

Most adults do not realize that their
"angels” go to parties and play games like
"quarters” or "beer dice."

"People in my generation are probably
unaware themselves of the problems
that alcohol causes,” Conboy said. "In
my day it was just the way things were."
A lot has changed in today’s society
since the free love days of the 1960s,
he said.

Over 200 car crashes were
caused by teenage drunk driv-
ers in the year 2000, Kris Peissig
from Nebraska’s Project Extra
Mile said. Eighteen of these 232
crashes were fatal.
Many teenage drinkers try to be

responsible but do not always follow
through with their intentions.

"I'm known to be very irresponsible,”

Photo by ROB HUNTER/THE REGISTER
A bartender fills a glass of beer at a local pub. Some students go out on
the weekends and drink just to get drunk.

Smith said. "I drive drunk sometimes. I
usually have fun until it's time to go
home. Then I worry about it."

Junior Ali Huston does not think that
this." getting drunk is worth any of the trouble
that it can get a person into.

She said it is not worth the conse-
quences.

"You have your whole life to drink,"
Huston said. "You're only young once. It's
better that you remember it."

The most effective way to stop a
teenager from drinking, so far, has been
incarceration or being ticketed by the
police.

"I'm scared of getting an M.L.P. That's
my worst fear,” Smith said. "Cops make
me nervous and if I got an M.I.P. I would
stop.”

In the past 20 years, Conboy has han-
dled over 30,000 cases dealing with under-
age drinking.

He also said that until societal pres-
sure can be overcome, underage drinking
will always be a problem.

reading course.
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mer after that.

street.

Earth science

Photo by MIKE SMITH/THE REGISTER
Al Roeder helps Zach Poderys during one of his earth sci-
ence classes. This will be the last year for both Roeder and
the science class. Roeder is retiring after this school year.

after this year.

earth science classes.
Roeder has been

This will also be the last year for the

earth science
teacher at Central for as long as he has been
at the school. He said, in that time, he has
managed to get at least one period of the
class a year. But this year he has six.

"Earth science is a hands-on class,” he
said. “It is the world around you, the air you
breathe, the sky you see. It is sometﬁing
frankly that everyone can understand.”

With such a passion for earth science,
Roeder said he was shocked when the
Omaha Public School District (OPS) decided
to cut the program after so many years offer-
ing it. When he heard the news, he thought
the district was out of its mind. He said he
feels the cut is depriving the students of
understanding the world around them.

Frank Tworek, science specialist for OPS
said earth science is considered to be an
important subject in high school because it is
part of the national standards for schools.

OPS requires all students to take the
course, by taking earth science and dividing
it into three separate sections. One-third of
the earth science curriculum will be placed
into the biology classes, one-third in chem-
istry and one-third in physics. This way stu-
dents are still learning the material.

"OPS is requiring earth science to be split
up, so that everyone will have the knowl-
edge of the class behind them," Tworek said.

He said he encourages schools to add a
senior level earth science class to the curricu-
lum, but said to his knowledge it is not a def-
inite yet.

Roeder wanted all of his students to take
something away from his class and to under-
stand the earth as a whole.

Senior Shaila Bruckner said that she
thought there was too much homework, but

Grad teaches remedial
reading to improve live

Nancy Calinger works at her desk. Calinger is now teach
a remedial reading course.

By Charlie Wence

Central graduate Nancy
Calinger lives through events to
keep her life busy. She managed
her husband’s political career
and also works as a counselor at
a middle school, but her latest
endeavor is teaching a remedial

Calinger (class of 1960) start-
ed the program in 1974 while
teaching students who were per-
manently expelled from junior

She said she believed young
people were getting in to trou-
ble, because they weren't able to
read at their grade level.

Calinger taught two 15-year
old boys in her class that read at
1.5 grade level (first grade, fifth
month). But through her teach-
ing method, she improved the
boys’ reading skills to a sixth
grade level inside of that semes-

2 the boys
around today and said she
believes they have become great
people. One of them went on to
become an electrician.

When asked how the boys
would have turned out without
her tutoring she said, “They
wouldn’t be the men they are

She declined to comment on
what her method of teaching the
remedial reading program was.

The following summer she
spent 500 hours polishing her
program and 400 hours the sum-

Calinger, a full-time coun-
selor of 34 years at Kirn Junior
High School on the far east side
of Council Bluffs, finds a way to
manage her time while being a
neighborhood advocate for the
neighborhood in south Omaha
known as “Little Italy”, bounded the best
by the Missouri River, 13th
street, Pacific street and Martha

Calinger, whose
emigrated from Italy in the "30s,
takes pride in her neighborhood
and her heritage, despite the fact
that there is only ten-percent of
the Italian population is left from

F

il

Photo by CHARLIE WENCE/THE REGISTy

the past immigration, she sz:}
While growing up
worked in her parents’ resg
rant, The Pearl Harbor (g
from when she was five 8
‘old until she was 19.
“Life was difficult,” she s 28
Calinger was amazed v+ 2
she first came to Central, ma |
because of the food. The s
offered macaroni and cheese
growing up in an Italian farg
she ate most of her food g
[talian ingredients. B
After graduation, she g
into teaching physical educay
as a traveling gym teacher. =
“Inside of one week [ woig
teach with nine principals 3
teachers and ten
Calinger said. dr
She was then placed ig
counselor at now detuy
Technical High School in the':

schoolgg

i,".
1960s.

Calinger said she wantei @
get her Masters in counselin: g
UNO because of state seniy
Ernie Chamber’s avocation f
“if you aren’t certified, \g

aren’t qualified.”

She met her husband, g
Calinger who was teaching g
UNO, who later went on to:
mayor of Omaha for 14 mon'#

in 1988.

Calinger said that being 1l
First Lady of Omaha waus g
most exciting thing that has hig
pened to her aside from the b
of her children. Calinger heasg
an aggressive campaign for 'ig
husband’s re-election Wi
working her full-time counscl
job, usually around ten hourh
day. She said she spent whatc' 3
time was necessary to help i3
husband’s campaign. <

“I put forth 115 percent §
everything I do, including bt
political

5}‘\ (R

She said he lost his ro-cie@
tion due to competition with |
Morgan’s campaign, which /4
money to burn. She also hel
campaign for other electiol
including going door to door '8
former mayor candidate Bren®
Council.

parents

there were other benefits in taking the cla :

‘I learned how to be responsible in ¥
class and it paid off," Bruckner said.

Roeder said that many of his former &8

dents have told him that other science cl

es they could have taken would have b8

more difficult.
He said he believes that if earth scien

would have been required for freshman, 13

lowed by biology, chemistry and physic

would have worked out better for stude'¥

and it would have been a better answer
eliminating the class.

Roeder is retiring at end of the sche

after teaching at Central his entire career

Junior Heather Lee said that she =%

questions why she is taking the class.

Calinger said. 0

extinct, teacher retiring after 30 years of class

Fogs ! By Michael Smith
- For 30 years, Al Roeder has been teach-
ing the earth science classes. He will retire

She said she will always remember, "3
little jokes, though corny, are still red'Z

funny.”

Roeder is one of only a handful of ted?

T e D ™

|
ih

ers who have completed their entire carec’” 38

Central.
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Test prep

Preparation books give some
students unfair advantage when
preparing to go to college.
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VERYTHING BUT THE
SINK

" Paula Salhany

jghts make
entral into
restling ring

Welcome to Central’'s new
stling ring, located in the
hile of the courtyard.
ight's featured fighters are
random pt‘Op]C taken from
hallway. They look like they
ht not like each other.
| we are especially lucky,
next contestants will flash
¢ signs and mark their cor-
of the ring by lifting one leg
peeing on it.
Don't worry about school
ials breaking them apart.
v are now the referees for the
.x'ht.‘h,
Feel free to buy concessions
he “C,” sit back and watch
tun.
Don’'t worry about being
i, rowdy or unruly. In fact,
more of a ruckus you cause,
more of a chance you have to
in the ring. It’s an honor at
school, really. It draws a
vd, it makes people talk
ut vou.
Heck, if that’s not populari-
don’t know what is.
With all the fights and alter-
ns occurring at this school,
iinistrators may as well give
and hold daily wrestling
ches.
[f you think about it, the
parison between fighting at
ool andprofessional
stling makes sense. They fit
ther perfectly.
Look  how silly pro
stling is on television. It's
culous and was probably
ised so the general popula-
could soak in as much
osterone as possible.
What causes fights in high
ols? 1t's usually something
as well. When there is a
t. a mob of people usually
elops, turning the situation
a spectacle-like event that
b would see watching profes-
1al wrestling on television.
Of course the best solution
I'would be not to fight. But
arently the students at this
ool have brains the size of
nuts. Even receiving a ticket
n the police doesn’t deter
m from punching one anoth-

50 as a result, on any ran-
day, mounted police and a
eral plethora of police offi-
> (more than the usual three)
'd  ominously  around
‘enport Street causing unas-
ing, non-fighting students
vorry about what is going on
he school.
Students inherently get
rked up by any little thing.
ether it be a candy bar or
nting to see the mounted
ice officer gallop from one
¢ of the school to the other,
dents are going to fight.
I guess it’s just the nature of
f students at this school.
Since people are obviously
[ going to stop fighting, either
school is going to become a

Wlice state with cops on all

es of all floors of the building,
Central will turn into some
¢ of training camp for profes-
nal wrestling.

S0 find the nearest comfy
v boy, grab a Mountain Dew
I a bag of popcorn, sit back

Watch the show.

You know, if MTV catches
'd of the excitement, it might
tdo a reality fighting show on

called, “Tough Enough VI:
ntral High School.”

Then spectators would not
‘Nhave to leave their houses.

such thing as too much of a good thing.

true at Central.

diverse population.

benefits that the school has to

The old saying goes that there’s no
The saying may not be necessarily
This is one of the best schools in the
state, well known for its high profile

academics, excellent sports teams and

Students from all over the city flock
to Central to take advantage of all of the

KED IN TIGHT

Every year Central’s enrollment increases, but the
size of the school does not. Class sizes are larger than
ever and the halls are getting even harder to maneu-
ver in. Is it time for officials to put a stop to the over-
crowding and cap the number of students enrolled
in the school?

There has to be a way to do some~-

thing about this. It is ridiculous to go to
school in a place that is so large, yet stu-
dents still do not have enough room to
breathe.

The fact that Central still does not
have any air conditioning does not help
this fact.

Too many people plus soaring tem-
peratures equals a no win situation

where students feel uncom-

offer.
It makes sense.
What other school in the

EDITORIAL

eeccoee
The opinion of
city offers such a wide variety e Register staff

fortable in the very school
they fought to attend.

There have been enroll-
ment caps proposed numer-

of classes, high amount of
Advanced Placement

and honors

options for courses and an incredible
array of clubs, sports and extra-curricu-
lar activities?

So it’s no wonder that students from
all over the city and even surrounding
cities want to come here.

But enough is enough. Central is
currently over capacity. In fact, Central
is so far over capacity that the portables
on the field were brought in not because
of renovations, but because there were
too many students to fit in one building.

ous times in the past few
years, but they have never been
approved.

The district does not want to keep
out any eligible kids from the school.

This problem is only increased by
the open-enrollment policy that was
adopted when forced busing ended.
That fully opened the flood gates and
allowed a mass influx into the school.

Overpopulation causes numerous
problems at school, ones that run deep-
er than just being uncomfortable.

Too many kids mean some classes

Graphic by PAULA SALHANY/ THE REGISTER

are bigger than they should be. As hard
as teachers try, they can only do what is
humanly possible and may not able to
devote all of the attention to students
that they need.

Overcrowding also wastes students’
and teachers’ valuable time.

If the halls were not so crowded,
passing periods would not need to be so
long. If classes were smaller, taking
attendance would not last for ten min-
utes.

Maybe once the renovations are
through, the problem will not be an
issue anymore. The changes that will be
made to the school will open up more
classroom space and add some addition-
al space to relieve the load.

But the renovations may bring even
more students to Central. When future
high schoolers see that Central is not
only one of the strongest academic
schools in the state, but also home to
new facilities and technology, it may

" convince more students to become

Eagles.

Eventually the district will have to
make a stand. It will have to say, “this is
it” and cap enrollment.

Sure, some students may be disap-
pointed that they did not get into
Central.

But what is better, going to a sec-
ond-choice school or being miserable at
a first-choice school because there are
just too many kids in one place?

Though it may not seem appealing
to students at first when they do not get
into Central, it will be better in the long
run.
The ideal answer would be to open
a new school which would relieve the
overpopulation problem.

Others school districts in the metro
area, most notably Lincoln and
Papillion-LaVista, will be opening new
high schools in the near future.

Unfortunately, Omaha Public
Schools (OPS) does not have the money
for any such luxury.

So instead of expanding its scope,
OPS will have to do a little reapportion-
ing to try and balance out the popula-
tions at all seven public high schools.

Central is a great school and it is
only natural for kids to want to go here.
But to keep the school as great as it is,

not everyone can be let in.

Dropout inappropriate

In the eyes of the state, one of my best
friends is a high school dropout.

Now, if you knew the person in ques-
tion, you would laugh at the idea of her
being a dropout.

Just to give you a general idea of her

er. Many of them have done something
productive with their lives, despite all
stereotypes

Now I admit that in most cases,
dropping out is a bad thing. I've seen peo-
ple drop out, claim they would go back,

personality, she’s extraordi-
narily intelligent (quotes
German literature all the
livelong day), very kind,
determined, employed and

all-in-all basically everything LONG STORY SHORT

graduate or get a GED, but
end up floating around
town, bouncing from dead-
end part-time job to dead-
end part-time job.

That is obviously not a

that your stereotypical high
school dropout is not.

Yet in the eyes of many, she is a high
school dropout.

She chose to leave school to enter an
independent study program which
required her to disenroll, a.k.a. the official
term for dropping out.

When [ realized that, it made me
think about how the phrase or idea or
action of dropping out has such a nega-
tive stigma.

It also made me think about all of the
other people I know who have not fin-
ished high school for one reason or anoth-

Kaitlin Jessing-Butz

good thing.

Neither is dropping out
because you/your girlfriend is pregnant
or all the work your teachers ask from
you is just too much.

Most of the people I see drop out
have pathetic excuses.

Dropping out is not a catchall or end-
all way to become rebellious, original or
cool.

Others I see have really sad excuses,
some sort of horrible personal troubles
that they just cannot deal with anymore.
In cases like that, it is no one’s place to
judge whether or not the reason for drop-

label for some students

ping out is justifiable.

But then there are some people who
just cannot fit into the mold that a tradi-
tional school provides for them.

Some people truly learn “outside the
box” like the aforementioned friend.

Some may choose to leave school
because of this and pursue outside
endeavors that make them feel truly ful-
filled.

So why should they have to deal with
society’s dropout stigma?

My friend could barely function in
school. She honestly hated being in an
environment where she felt stifled.

For her, dropping out was a way to
ensure that she actually got through her
teenage years.

I know she’s not the only one of her
kind. When I think of the most interesting
people I know or know of, I can list at
least ten of whom that never finished
high school.

One of my favorite authors left school
to run away from home to become an
Associated Press stringer covering boxing
matches.

Does she sound like your typical
dropout?

Think of all the idealized glamorous
gypsy-esque renegades that you see in
really cliché movies about the wild and
untamed who just cannot bear to live a
normal life.

How many of them were worried
about French homework or finishing a
chemistry lab?

Albeit, these are not the greatest role
models.

Actually, they are not role models at
all, but they prove my point that not
everyone is cut out for a traditional school
and there is nothing wrong with that.

In fact, I think it could be a sign of a
unique character or a free spirit, not a
burger-flippin’ failure.

For most people, finishing high
school is a key to a good future and a
happy life, that’s pretty obvious.

But certain others need that road not
taken or that unbeaten path.

Some people in life just need that
certain je ne sais quoi.

More power to them.
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Fair advantage or roundabou

In recent years, it has become a common sight to see books that advise stu

League or select schools. The books are supposed to help students get into these scho
get accepted in an Ivy League school, others see it

Books give unfair chance,

teach wrong

Tricks, secrets, lies.
All three are words that
should not be part of

life lessons

dents who are overly con-
cerned with admission.
Books like these

the college admissions  ED[TORIAL
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process.
But with a wave of
new books on how to

will tell students hor-
ror stories of honor
students in all sorts
of extracurricular ac-
tivities who were still

get into select colleges
flooding the market,
words like these have become
common in relation to college
admissions.

They are now ways to lure
desperate students and parents
into buying these books and
getting all of the “magical”
tricks that will make Ivy
League admission a snap.

Not only is it a waste of
money for people to buy books
like “The Truth About Getting
In: a Top College Adviser Tells
You Everything You Need to
Know” or “Getting In: Inside
the College Admissions Pro-
cess, ” but it also sends a mes-
sage that getting a subtle, yet
unfair advantage over other
students who are just as de-
serving is all right.

Not only is it all right, but
according to the doctrine of
these books, it is practically re-
quired to for any student to get
into his dream college.

The fact of the matter is
that it is not all right. It teaches
students that to get the best in
life, one must use back-door
methods that may not be cheat-
ing but are not completely hon-
est either.

The point behind these
books is to give students who
follow their advice an edge
over all of the other applicants.

Since the college admis-
sions process has always had
a slightly Russian roulette-
esque feel to it, this is seem-
ingly a good thing to many
prospective students and their
parents.

But once one takes a sec-
ond look at these books and the
real reason that they are pro-
duced, then it is obvious that
this is not an aide, but rather
an unfair advantage for stu-

denied access to se-
lect schools because there was
a certain something that was
lacking from their applica-
tions.

Stories like those are the
exception to the rule.

For the most part, if a stu-
dent works hard during
school, earns good grades and
gets involved in some activi-
ties, he will be able to get into
most colleges.

Those who aspire to get
into Ivy League or select
schools know the extra steps
they need to take to get there.
They also know that the an-
swers will not be found for
$19.99 in some book.

Students should know
from day one that every indi-
vidual holds the key to his own
future and it is his responsibil-
ity to make the best of it.

So as the college applica-
tion season begins, thousands
of families will probably throw
a bit of money down the drain
on these books.

Thousands of students
will put too much energy into
reading books like these that
could be spent studying or vol-
unteering or playing a sport or
doing hundreds of other
things that could help them get
into college by showing that
they were involved in school.

What they really need to
realize is that they should save
themselves the money and the
precious time and leave the
books on the shelf.

College is important, but
not so important that one
should have to go into a gray
ethical area to help one get ac-
cepted. College is about teach-
ing lessons.What kind of les-
son is that to teach?

POINT-COUNTERPOINT

dents on the best way to fi
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High school is preparation
for college and the future.
But what about the

t cheating

Il out college applications, especially ones for |
chools. While some see them as a good tool for students who wap,
as one step above cheating.

Guides useful in plannip
applying for select collegg

tions in ways that will ip
their odds of getting in.
Almost all of

steps in between?
Other than parents’

EDI’I‘ORIAL books are writ

i there is very sagee xe sions counse|
experience, there i iheopinionok selor
little available out there the Rel:;ister staff students should|

former college

to prepare a student for
the processes, such as college in-
terviews, that take place outside
of testing rooms, classes and
their comfort zones.

The interview with a college
representative is probably one of
the most crucial steps to getting
into a student’s top-choice
school.

What happens if the student
has never been interviewed or
gets nervous when speaking?

Never fear, college interview
preparation books are here!

These books are saviors for
people who cannot seem to find
the right things to say at the most
important times.

What could a person have
against these books?

Why should someone go
into interviews unprepared
when there are hundreds of
books at their disposal to tell
them exactly what will happen?

They should have the same
chances as experienced speakers
to make things equal and fair.

Some may say that life is not
fair and students should just
have to use whatever they have
learned in school to prepare
them for college.

But what those people seem

" to be forgetting is theeoncept of
" equal opportunity. That is sup-
posed to be one of the many great
things that this country has to
offer.

For a lot of people, the pres-
sure of being put on the spot and
having to explain to someone
why he is great sounds horrify-
ing.

These preparation books can
tell a person what will be asked,
how to answer it and little tricks
to impress the interviewer.

The books can also provide
tips on writing essays, making
contacts and filling out applica-

that they are g
some good advic

Reading these books
termine the outcome of
terview and, in the long r,
what direction a student'sf,
is headed.

Let’s say a person why;
an experienced public sp
decides not to read one of
books and goes to a colleg
mission interview. .

Maybe he thought hey
wing it and get an easy wy

While there, he was;
ably asked questions he
even fathomed would con;
All of a sudden he clams ;"

Only sentence fragn§
can escape his instantl
mouth. i

The interview is over

This may sound a b
matic, but if someone is i
pared this hypothetical situ
might not be too far from
ity. '

It is not an issue of che:
It is an issue of evening u:
playing field. .

Some people have an:
talent for public speaking:
writing or simply being ¢
matic under the gun.

Others do not.

It does not mean they x4
just as intelligent, they jus
not verbalize everything§
they think. !

A lot of people can con
with witty and well-though
remarks in the spur of the
ment. '

Good for them. :

They don’t need the p#
ration books. They will g
college just fine if they are#
fied.

But for those who do #
them a break and a chan;
have the same opportunitd
everyone else. 1
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staff strives to uphold the principles of journalism, such as profession-
alism, accuracy and honesty in all of its proceedings.

The Register is a member of the National Scholastic Press Associa-
tion (NSPA), the Nebraska High School Press Association (NHSPA),
the Journalism Education Association (JEA), Quill and Scroll and the
Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CSPA).

In past years, the Register has been awarded National Pacemakers
from NSPA and a Cornhuskers from NHSPA.

In the spring of 2001, the paper was awarded a Best-of-Show prize
at the JEA/NSPA National Conference in San Francisco. The follow-
ing fall, the staff repeated this at the Boston conference, winning two
Best-of-Shows, one for large papers and one for specialty publications.
In the spring of 2002, the paper won its third consecutive Best-of-
Show for large papers at the JEA/NSPA conference in Phoenix.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the Register staff and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of Central High School or its faculty.

Signed editorials are the opinion of the author alone and do not
necessarily represent the opinion of Central High School or the Regis-
ter staff. Readers are encouraged to send letters to the editor in room
315.

Letters must include the author’s full name and grade. The use of
pen names is not permitted. Unsigned letters will not be printed.

Letters will be edited for length, clarity, taste and accuracy. Letters
containing substantial misrepresentation of fact will not be consid-
ered.

The Register (USPS 097-520) is published seven times during the
school year, monthly in September, December, January, February and
March and bimonthly in October/November and April/May by Cen-
tral High School, 124 N. 20th St., Omaha, NE.

Periodicals postage paid at Omaha, NE. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to the Register, 124 N. 20th St., Omaha, NE 68102.
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{Ad proposal sad sign of times

I ' Just when it seemed advertis-
ors had found every way to adver-
tise every product, they managed
1o find a brand new venue.

The Omaha Police Depart-
ment (OPD) has received a pro-
posal that would give it a fleet of

brand new cop
' ITORIAL cars- all of
g E.[z i — which would
The opinion of be_ covered

g the Register staff with ads.
TS e The com-
f panies placing

ten@ll (he ads would cover the entire cost
adn@l of buying the cars and having the
rs, M ads placed on them.
[ k It is seemingly a free lunch for
jeti@ll the OPD. But those in charge must
ce. Ml remember the age-old adage,
can@ll “there is no such thing as a free
thefl unch.”
The OPD is in desperate need
ifuf@ll of these cars. Many of the cruisers
it currently has are over the ideal
oisgill mileage level, but they have to be
pedlll used anyway because there is no
i alternative.
ge But this is not the way to do
it. t may seem like a good idea on
wollll the surface, but there are deeper,
ay@ll more serious, moral implications
i plll that go along with this decision.
: Police cars are tools of the law.

me@ll There should be some air of dig-

upll nity of about them.

mé Imagine a police car pulling

ly Gl up to the scene of a fatal accident
or going to tell the family of a gun-

L shot victim that their son has died-

it 4l in a car with a Yahoo ad on the

side.
Imagine a police car serving
as an escort in a funeral service,

CONNOR MEIGS™

State should cease

use of death penalty

Nebraska has been getting by for years with using the
death penalty.

While other states around the nation abolished it or at
least switched from the electric chair, a form considered in-
humane and antiquated, to lethal injection or the gas cham-

ber, Nebraska has not changed a thing.
EDITORIAL It just kept doing things as it has al-
ecccoee

ways done, never suspecting that its poli-
The opinion of ~ ¢ies would be called into question.
the Register staff But a Supreme Court ruling this sum-

all painted with fast food adver-
tisements.

Not only is it undignified, but
it is disrespectful and makes a
mockery of police work.

It will also make people, es-
pecially people who already see
the police department as a bureau-
cracy, think less of the officers be-
cause of the ridiculous cruisers
that they drive.

The city is strapped for
money, that has become obvious
over the past few months of loom-
ing threats of budget cuts, but it
cannot come down to this.

There must be a way to keep
the police outfitted in properly
working vehicles without selling
the space on the side.

The police department has al-
ways prided itself on having a

code of honor and a set of values
that ensures that it is doing the
right thing for society.

Why should it have to shave
away a little bit of that sense of mo-
rality just to receive new equip-
ment?

Desperate times may call for
desperate measures, but these pro-
posed measures are not of despera-
tion, they are of degradation.

mer found that Nebraska was not doing
the right thing.

The court ruled thata jury, not a judge must hand down
a death sentence. But in Nebraska, it was always the judge
who gave a convict his sentence.

After hearing this news, there was talk of abolishing the
death penalty in Nebraska, switching the state’s method of
execution or commuting all of the current death row inmates’
sentences to life.

While this fuss may not be over with yet, it has brought
the death penalty back into the public consciousness.

One thing has become blatant again, the death penalty
should be abolished in the state of Nebraska.

Gov. Mike Johanns has made no secret of his support for
the death penalty. As of late, he has been proposing a special
session of the Legislature to vote on and potentially rewrite
Nebraska’s death penalty law.

The last minute special session is an obvious last-ditch
attempt to keep the death penalty around for a little bit longer.
But even if that works, there will be another time when it
gets brought up and it will not be able to stand forever.

In a society that considers itself one of the most advanced
in the world, the death penalty seems out of place.

It is a throwback to the days before the American justice
system was as refined as it is now, before the concept of in-
mates’ rights had ever been conceived.

In this century, the death penalty is no longer needed.

It is now a proven fact that it is cheaper to care for a
prisoner for the entirety of his natural life in jail than it is to
execute him and have to deal with the lengthy and expen-
sive appeals process.

The Supreme Court’s case should have served as a wake-
up call to the state of Nebraska.

It was a sign that something needs to change . Nebraska

Teaching tolerance is the dumbest
a since late night infomercials.

Now, before you go off in a rant about
w | am racist, bigoted,

If we all just took the time to learn a
little about other cultures, the world
would be a more peaceful place. Close

your eyes (after you finish

te-filled, or whatever
he you want to come up
th, let me explain.

[am one hundred and
1 percent for the teach-
g of acceptance and un-

TIKE A PARASITE

reading this, of course) and
think of how much less war
there would be.

I'm not saying that you
have to go and hang out in
a Satanist’s grotto, but at

rstanding of cultures.
it, tolerance is not un-
rstanding. Tolerance is just putting up
ith something.

[ tolerate my little sister, I tolerate
ing to school, and I tolerate movies
ith poor plots.

However, I will not just tolerate other
ligions and cultures. Let me reiterate. I
1 for understanding and acceptance,
it not for drawing the line just at toler-
ce.

3: g

Omaha must have gotten lost
pmewhere along the line.

I'don’t know how many times people
ve been surprized and confused when
old them where I was from.

Maybe I'm biased because I grew up
the city, but it really can’t be as hard to

Sara Rips

least take the time to know
about their religion.

While you may not know a Satanist,
chances are you know a Catholic, a Jew,
a Muslim, a homosexual, a heterosexual,
an African-American, a Caucasian, an
Asian or a Latino. Odds are you fit into
at least one of these categories, but since
you're not all of those (if you are, then
congratulations you are the world’s big-
gest minority), ask someone in one of the
categories about his religion, culture or

Maybe that’s not so far from the truth,
but I'd like to believe Omaha’s
inhabitants have a few more pastimes
other than tipping cows.

Even if someone finally finds out
where Omaha actually is, inhabitants are
still afflicted by being unfairly

cate as many non-Omaha
sidents make it out to be.
I guess I don’t expect
W eryone to be able to
inpoint Omaha on a map.
On the other hand, it
ould be consoling to know
at people in America have
vague recollection of the

AN OBJECTIVE
SUBJECTIVITY

stereotyped as country
bumpkins.

Although Omaha
residents are justifiably
irritated by these mistakes,
they should realize that as
long as Omaha is right
across from Council Bluffs
the confusion between the

ate Omabha is in, or at least
e geographic region it’s located in.

Omaha’s enigmatic placement is not
e only thing people are having trouble
Iscerning.

People are attaching the prejudices
d misconceptions they have against
pecific regions onto Omaha and its
habitants.

Of course these misconceptions
ange depending on where the
dividual decides to place Omaha.

[ could care less whether America
‘er discovers Omaha’s true location, but
may be significant to note which
dividuals are having the most trouble
ith information pertaining to the city.

Once, during a trip to northern
innesota, I overheard some of the locals
fughing at a group of Omaha natives,
"marking with French Canadian accents
n how odd the Omahans’ accents were.

It sounded something like, “Leason
) der fooney accents, eh,” which they
en elaborated on with their theories of
idwestern dialect.
~ Often inhabitants of larger cities
istake Omaha as a small farming village
here there's nothing to do.

Connor Meigs

two cities will continue.

I like to pretend that at least the
citizens of Omaha’s neighboring
communities have the ability to find
Omaha on a map, but when I met a
Kansas City native who thought Omaha
was located in Idaho, I was forced to re-
evaluate all my assumptions.

Omaha must be indefinitely lost, but
if this is the case, who lost us?

Either that or everyone else in the
continental United States doesn’t realize
there is actually a state in the middle of
the country and not a major hole.

[ would say that it was aliens, but that
could be thought of as special profiling.

Maybe If Lincoln hadn’t stolen the
credit of being the capital of Nebraska
maybe Omaha would have gotten some
recognition.

Maybe the fact that people find it
impossible to locate Omaha doesn’t
matter at all.

Do we really expect people to know
where every little city is?

I mean who cares where North
Dakota is?

On second thought that could be a

state, but you get what I mean.

way of life.

The goal of eliminating tolerance is
not to eliminate all understanding and
accepting, but rather, to increase the
aforementioned things.

I am well aware how easy itis toleta
“that’s so gay” slip into a conversation.

Maybe when you're on your way to
class and someone walks into you, you
might let out a slur or some bigoted ob-
scenity. But, you have to remember that
is just tolerance. If we were more under-
standing, these issues would decrease
incredibly quickly.

If someone mocks your culture, you
can only tolerate them for so long until
you erupt into a volcano of anger.

This is the opposite of good because
being a volcano of anger creates room for
violence in a society that does not benefit
from violence.

Schools should not support tolerance,

Top 10 Misconceptions
About Nebraska

1. We only go cow tipping on
the weekends.

2.1t’s a great time to mortgage
your sod house.

3. The fastest way to get
around is via the Mormon
Trail.

4. Gourmet cuisine consists of
a 40 with a side of freshly
smushed roadkill.

5. The only clothes we wear
are red.

6. The “N” in Nebraska is for
“Nowledge.”

7. Rules about sibling love
can get more than a little
shady.

8. If it wasn’t for the Platte
River, it would be the
Great American Desert.

9. The former football coach
from our state university

not because it isn’t important to recog-
nize and respect other cultures, but be-
cause tolerance is not working.

Tolerance is not working in the
schools for two reasons. The first reason
is because people casually say slurs as if
they were an acceptable part of common-
day English. The second is due to the fact
that people are still ignorant, despite the
weak attempt of the schools.

By this time I have tried to prove that
I am not a hate monger, but some of you
might be confused about what [ am say-
ing about understanding and accepting.

Understanding is taking the time to
comprehend the ways of those like and
unlike you.

Accepting is taking what you under-
stand and using in your daily life.

I'have a plan on how to eliminate tol-
erance from schools. Now, listen carefully
because this is where it gets tricky.

' "///////
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is one of ourcongressmen. Zz

Wait, that’s actually true.

10. Voting Democratic is a
capital offense, punishable
by stoning.

needs to take the hint and step into the new millennium.

aluing acceptance above mere tolerance will encourage cultural diversity

As we enter elementary school, we
are around many new kinds of people.

At least twice a week we are to do an
activity with a partner. For example, the
kindergartners might have to bring some-
they each get to talk about it. As the years
progress, we continue to do the occa-
sional activity with partners.

Over time these partners are able to
understand and accept each other’s cul-
tures and religions.

Then, when someone makes a snide
remark about the other person’s race,
creed, culture, or sexuality, the other stu-
dent can stand up and tell the jerk to shut
up. This will be the best way for schools
to teach tolerance and understanding.

Just remember that mere tolerance is
simply not good enough. People need to
truly understand each other for society
to work as it should.

isconceptions lead to ignorance of Nebraska's good qualities, angers state’s residents




«“Congress shall

petition the governmen

make no law respecting an egtablish,
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there
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Landmark will be

Annual events that once took place in Ak-Sar-
Ben now will soon become a memory.

After years of graduates streaming through the
Ak-Sar-Ben for graduation ceremonies, it will be
gone. The coliseum that once filled up 5,200 seats
of family members and friends of the joyous stu-
dents will now be reduced to a pile of
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will not be gone forever.
Concerts, graduations, the River City

Roundup and hockey will continue on at other

venues, eventually a class whose members are too

young to even remember Ak-Sar-Ben will gradu-

ate at some other place .

Omaha Civic Auditorium will take

rubble.
Ak-Sar-Ben’s glory days are all over

eeeceoe
now. A place that was once a venue for some The opinion of

of the world's biggest stars to perform has the Register staff

EDITORIAL in most of the events, but nothing can

compare to the path well-paved at Ak-
Sar-Ben.
Even though Ak-Sar-Ben will soon be

reached the end of its life.

But it was good while it lasted.

Ak-Sar-Ben did a fantastic job providing for
all of the people attending the graduation of thou-
sands of high school students over the years.

This 75-year-old coliseum has also been a com-
fortable home away from home to countless musi-
cal and comical acts.

Stars such as Jerry Lewis, Sammy Davis Jr.,
Frank Sinatra and Bill Cosby have graced the stage
at the hall, delighting Omahans with their unique
and legendary performances.

Traditional events brought smiles and laugh-
ter into the walls of the building.

River City Roundup, rodeos and livestock
shows decorated the open floor with color, foods
and cattle and became popular places for families
to come to find fun for all.

A skating rink added during the ‘70s added
another invaluable feature to the coliseum.

By 1982, all of these features were in place and
the coliseum remained that way until its demise
this year.

Two hockey teams called Ak-Sar-Ben their
home turf, the Omaha Knights and the Lancers.
The games provided another place for fun and ath-
letic enjoyment, no small feat in a town with no
professional teams.

These family events will be missed, but they

knocked down with a heavy steel wreck-
ing ball, no one can forget how Nebraskans used
to spell Nebraska backwards for one of the great-
est coliseums in Omaha.

Landmarks like the coliseum tend to get
knocked down when they stand in the way of
progress or development or whatever it may be
called when the old is sacrificed in place of the new.

Maybe this is part of the price the city must
pay for having a new convention center under
construction. There already is the Civic Audito-
rium. Omaha is simply not a big enough town to
support that many different large entertainment
venues.

But few other entertainment venues will ever
be able to boast the history of Ak-Sar-Ben.

The Indian Hills theater would have been able
to, had it not been torn down a year ago to make
place for a parking lot. Now the only other places
in town that can ever compare are the Orpheum
and Dundee Theaters.

It is a fact as old as the hills that progress in
inevitable. It is also known that progress cannot
happen without something being lost along the
way.

But when what has to be lost is a landmark, a
piece of a city, a rare old building that still had
some distinctive character, it is more than a little
sad to see it go.

% HEROES & ZEROS §

-UNO Students

Congratulations to the UNO students who have

-Midterm Exams

Once again, midterms have put a thorn in the

been vocally protesting on campus lately in re-
sponse to looming budget cuts. The fact that these
young people care so much about their education
and that they are able to be vocal and active about
it in a nonviolent, mature way is commendable.

-Spanish National Honor Society

This group of students has been taking the time
to give back to the community by teaching Spanish
to disadvantaged students.

-Bl Drive Volunteers

Last month’s blood drive was a resounding suc-
cess thanks to all of these students’ hard work. To-
gether, they and all of the donors saved many lives
through all of the blood that was collected and do-
nated.

side of both students and teachers. These tests
throw an additional bit of stress into what is already
a very stressful time, since many teachers are be-
ginning to assign semester projects right before
midterms week.

-Grade Reports

By scheduling parent-teacher conferences
weeks after the quarter ends, all of the of grades
students earn have the potential to be outdated or
changed.

-90 Day Transfer Policy

Although the policy has positive benefits, it
may block some talented athletes from playing.
Making students wait to play only delays their
chances to get athletic scholarships.

State should follow New Yorki}

example to keep teachers here l

Over the years Nebraska has faced a
dramatic teacher shortage. When will
Nebraska get the idea? The solution has
been under the state’s nose for

shortage problem gets worse tha, &

already is. ,,

Nebraska needs to realize P
incentives are important

years, and no one been able to EDITORI AL

pick it up.

getting teachers to stick aroy, (8"
State schools may not be 1

Other states have had the _®®®®®®®  worst in the country, but ¥
The opinion of  haye their fair share of probley.

d the problem ; ve problen

f::;iil):;g?lem . : the Register staff Many new teachers ;?

How?

New York increased teacher salaries,
some as much as $7,000 annually.

Other, more experienced public
school teachers in the state are making as
much as $61,000 per year.

The average annual salary for
teachers in Nebraska is around $34,000.
That average includes veteran teachers
who make significantly more than newer
teachers because extra years of experience
or education.

This is barely over half of what some
New York teachers make.

Maybe it is time Nebraska followed
its example and raised teacher salaries.

Believe it or not, when the rewards
are higher, the turnout will be higher, and
that is what Nebraska has wanted for
quite some time now.

Now, obviously there is no extra
money lying around to just give to
teachers. Maybe the state should
reconsider some priorities in its budget
to give teachers a fairer shake.

There are a few examples of projects
and plans that Nebraska has wasted too
much money on that may show how the
state could trim the fat a little.

First of all, useless tourist attractions,
like the Kearney archway.

Yes, this will bring a few more
tourists and eventually a little more
money to the state.

But what is more important, a big

-concrete slab over-the highway ior a

quality education for the people who are
the state’s future?
So lets get teachers back before the

Cheating should be seen as new way f
of learning, breakthrough in teaching

I did not cheat when I wrote this col-
umn. | must swear to this.

This has been the first year in my four
at Central where teachers have been tak-
ing extreme countermeasures that are af-

thrown into overcrowd?
classrooms, full of sub-par equipme
and kids who do not want to ez
because they have never been iy &
situation where learning seeme
beneficial. #
Over 30 kids in a room with barg
enough desks to accomodate them aj
a situation that many teachers
Nebraska face on a daily basis. This cou ¥
be intimidating for anyone. ]
Which is why Nebraska should tr*4
all of its teachers, new or veteran, with, |
little more respect and dignity. .
According to the National Educati |
Association, the average Nebras,
teacher has been teaching for 15 years
Of the 20,560 teachers in Nebrasi**
36 percent of them have their maste p,
degrees. '
Teachers deserve a raise anyway o
they do not deserve a raise, then they:"
least deserve to be able to work wisg
students who are not going to interrugh
class and joke like school is nothing. ¢p
Teachers work too hard for tig];
minimal amounts of money they get pa:
It takes a special type of person pg
become a teacher. A good teacher is pigh
educator, part leader, part nurse, pr &
parent, part friend, part everything. tuj
A good teacher does not mind goirypy
the extra mile to help students who ne:
it and tries to get them actively invole -
in class.
The solution is clear, Nebraska.
Raise salaries and the teachers w. =
come with bells on. It will only get bett;
from there.

Pl

“learn as a group.” As a group nedryg

every detail of a course is known in iy
collective knowledge. This allows g
group to teach themselves and cover i
formation faster and more efficiently. py

fecting even the most hon-
est of students.

For example, at the
conclusion of every Statis-

tics test I must now sign a *

NIYSTERY WHITE BOY

pledge that says I did not
give or receive aid during

As a group, membe |
may do homework liyg
gether. Would this still ,;-
cheating? They each wouly
know how to do the worlye
plus they would learn th-3
in a much faster wa_

the exam. Why?

This pledge will not persuade me or
anyone else to not cheat if they really
want to. It appears that the trust between
the teacher and the student has declined
faster than Enron’s stock. The majority of
students at Central probably have
cheated at some point in their time in high
school.

For most people, it is a phase that
they go through when they are trying to
find a way to get by when everything
seems to be due at once. I would rather
cheat on my homework one night than
work well into the morning finishing it,
just to skip school the next day because I
am too tired.

Don’t get me wrong, cheating hap-
pens on a regular basis at Central. Some
students will always resort to less ethical
methods to gain an advantage over oth-
ers. This happens when 2,500 students are
competing for grades.

Those who find themselves cheating
repeatedly will eventually find them-
selves in a dead-end job flipping burgers.
They will realize that by learning noth-
ing in school, they threw away their next
40 years of their lives. That sounds like
enough punishment for me.

Cheating will happen in the darkest
of corners, even if great measures are
taken to prevent it. The question now
becomes determining what the word
cheating actually means.

Many teachers and school officials
believe that a student must not help or
receive any help on their schoolwork, for
it is their schoolwork.

This philosophy has been outdated
for the last century. Why is it still being
used? Students should be given the op-
portunity to cheat, or more correctly,

Aaron Maurice

People would also be work &
ing together, which is another benefit¢
this style of learning. 3

If the students each knew how tod
the problems, would there still be a ne
to cheat on a test?

Cheating on tests is generally a wé' 2
to cover for the information that they dic |
not learn.

Maybe this new way of thinkin
would also help create a new way
learning. Maybe schools would be a litt}
bit more enjoyable if everyone learne
and worked together, instead of spend
ing countless late nights making up I
what was missed during the day.

This could only work if students wer Al
given back the trust. Students cann
work together to solve problems if ther
is a chance that it will be considere
cheating. ;|

At the very least this new way ¢
learning would give students anoth
medium to learn from what they need
be successful. Whether or not they app!' @
it would be squarely on the shoulders
the students.

If this method proves unsuccessful
so be it. Our current educational mode
is not perfect. It is merely a collection 3
methods that have withstood the test 08
time. If we try my “cheating” syster
maybe it will influence another, bett¢’}
one.

[ will continue to practice my ne'€
philosophy of learning for now. Maybe’
will catch on and be the greatest thit:®
since sliced bread. For now, at least, I w"
not sign any blind statements on a ¢
proclaiming my honesty. I did give a3}
receive aid from my peers. i3

Working together is better than fal" ¥
ing alone. '
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(OPINION

“I like to talk to my friends too, but
I've found a way to move my mouth
and my feet at the same time.

It’s a new idea called walking,
please take advantage of your ability

to do so.”
Lindsay Coppock, 12

reless people worsen crowds

ir Editor,

To all you people who enjoy loung-
around in front of the staircases, the
yrways or the courtyard during pass-
period: get out of my way!

Today, I had to move out of the way
couple making out right in front of a
rcase, just so I could get to my class.
I like to talk to my friends, too, but
» found a way to move my mouth and
feet at the same time.

It's a new idea called walking, please
o advantage of your ability to do so.
It aggravates me that I get smart com-
1ts from people and literally pushed
of the way when I am being held up
73 people in front of me.
The middle of the courtyard is not the
1l place to socialize.
So please and thank you, take heed
his advice.
Lindsay Coppock, 12

gistration cap badly needed

r Editor,

| have a comment about the overca-
ity of Central.

[ think they should have capped reg-
ation since this school isn’t made for
many students. The rudeness and
deness of some of the students is
ming.

The way people shove and yell at
ple to get to where they need to be is
cking.

I'm highly upset that Central has
1ed into a breeding ground for bad

o 7
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Overcrowding

{ REGISTER YOUR OPINION

Do you think Central is over-
crowded? Why or why not?
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“Yes I do because there are so
many people it causes traffic

problems.”
J.R. Powell, 9

“I think they should cap it
eventually, but it’s not that bad

Courtyard lacks space for all

Dear Editor,

There’s not enough chairs in the
courtyard.

It seems like every time you get up
to get your food or throw your trash
away, somebody steals your chair.

Evenif your books are on it, they just
put your books on the ground and take
your chair anyway.

Also, some people have nearly 13
chairs at one table. I just think that there

That’s my opinion.
Luke Bird, 9
Population becomes ridiculous
Dear Editor,
Central is very big!

We have five minute passing periods,
that should be enough time. But when
people stop in crowds and don’t move,
it’s ridiculous.

You can get through, but you don’t
have enough time because of them.

It's just ridiculous. People, learn how

Congestion in hallways irritates

Dear Editor,

Central hallways are way too

crowded.

It really irritates me when people are
standing in the doorways or in the middle
of the hall and I try to get past them and
they say “Excuse you” in a rude tone.

Itirritates me that they get mad at me

for trying to get to my class.

I don’t mind people talking in the
hallways, they just need to move out of

right now.”
Nick Waszak, 11

“I don’t think it is overcrowded
because the class sizes aren’t that

SF RN

“LETTERS, E-MAILS; FAXES AND POLLS

sic coverage needs to be more diverse

ir Editor,

[ just have one request for the newspaper this year.
tis to put all types of music listings and stories in
entertainment section.

I remember a time last year, I'm not sure exactly
en, but it was around the time of the Ja Rule and
acris concert, which was not included in the area of
paper that listed concerts and the like.

There was every rock, emo, pop, etc. concert in there,
it said nothing about R&B, hip-hop or rap.

In order to have a great newspaper that everyone
nts to read for entertainment, and not just for sports
rrmation, the staff needs to cover all of the bases of
at everyone likes, not just some bases of what some
ple like.

Ashley Scheel, 11

Student Poll

Do you think Central needs to cap enroliment
to reduce crowds?

229 Students Polled

I sports need equal amounts of attention

ar Editor,

[ think that some of the smaller sports should get
re coverage. Golf, track, tennis and soccer don’t get
ry much attention. Please try to include them in the

Xt issue.
Sara Illig, 10

ub hockey team has good season outlook

ar Editor,

October starts the second year of club high school
ckey in Omaha. I am the hockey coach for Metro
rth, a team that has many of its players from Central.
ce most of the players are from Central, I thought it
uld be important to let your student body know what
happening in this new league.

Metro North starts this season off as last year’s play-
f champs.

It was a great year, and we are looking forward to
aining our crown. Last year, the league was comprised
six teams. This year there are 10.

The following is the makeup of the club teams:
etro North: Central, North, Benson, Northwest,
nnington, Roncalli and Woodbine
eighton Prep: two teams
utt/Elkhorn

Letters to the Editor Wanted

Letters to the Editor are gladly accepted in
room 315, via e-mail at register@ops.org or in
Mr. Deabler’s mailbox in the main office. =

Letters must be factual and cqﬁtain}f'ﬂi‘g }‘
author’s full name and grade. Incorrect or un- -
signed letters will not be printed.The use of pen
names is not allowed. : e

Westside

Millard North

Millard West

Millard South

Papillion

Metro South: Omaha South, Bellevue East, Bellevue
West, Gross, Bryan, Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lin-
coln

I strongly encourage your student body to come to
these fun games.

The games are usually Monday through Thursday
evenings from 7 to 10 p.m. at Tranquility Ice Complex
and Sunday evenings from 6 to 10 p.m. at Motto McLean
Ice Complex.

Last year, upwards of 700 fans came to our games.
The admission is free.

[ encourage your students to bring Central High
flags, mascots or other items bearing your school colors
to show support for the team. Hockey is a very fast and
exciting sport to watch.

I look forward to coaching the Metro North team
this year. I have been coaching for 15 years and am look-
ing forward to what may be the best year ever.

Students can contact me directly by e-mail if they
have any questions at ttcrtrptrs@aol.com.

Thank you.

John Thomas
Coach, Metro North

Aerobics classes deserve better equipment

Dear Editor,

I would like to comment on how our aerobics classes
do not get very much money for equipment. We hardly
have enough mats, pedometers or step boxes.

Although we do have great music, microphones

Student Poll

Do you think binge drinking is a problem among students at Central?

and videos, I am just thinking that if we have to take
gym, shouldn’t we have better stuff?
We also have a great class and good teachers.
Jenni Mapes, 10

Next year’s inconveniences will be greater

Dear Editor,

So we have half of a turf with four portables on it,
no northwest entrance and jackhammers running al-
most all day.

This makes for a pretty bad mix of not only incon-
venience during our daily passing periods, but also
sound pollution when the windows are open.

So we think the situation is bad now, right?

Let’s just wait until next year when we won’t have
the second floor.

Most students should be able to overcome their sen-
timental feelings toward floor number two, but what
about our precious rectangles of personal space, other-
wise known as lockers, that it holds?

Without the second floor, we lose a fourth of the
lockers. I don’t know about you, but Iwould find it very
odd if they decided to put transport those out to the
turf.

Remodeling of the fourth floor cafeterias will
change the location and arrangement of eating areas and
study halls.

Over 20 portables on the turf will take up the room
for morning football and band practices.

Also, I have heard some talk of only having one or
two staircases to the third floor open at a time. I don’t
think I need to explain the madness that would cause.

Okay, do you still think things are crazy now?

Think again. It's going to be chaos, complete lunacy!

From the point of view of an upcoming senior, I get
to enjoy the traffic and horror of construction and not
reap any of the benefits before I graduate.

I realize the school needed to be updated, but why
all at once?I really can’t wait to see how this all turns
out. I know myself and many other students would ap-
preciate an explanation of the construction process so
we can better understand the necessity of this disrup-

tion of our daily routines.
Hollie Engdahl, 11

255 Students Polled

ners. should either be more chairs or a capac- to walk. the way of traffic. big, but I don't think they should
Sarah Schulte, 11 ity level. Amanda Wirth, 10 Rachel LaCroix, 12 let ;nytnore students in.”
Garrett Day, 10
& 6 W w I e i . il Gl

“There are a lot of students, but
it is not unmanageable. I think
the policy makers should keep
considering the enrollment
policy though.”

Sarah Alston, 11

“It's incredibly overcrowded
because you can’t move without
hitting five other people.”

Jennifer Adams, 11

“Yeah, in my opinion, it is over-
crowded. There’s a lot of kids in
the hallways, it’s hard to get to
your locker or find your seat in the
courtyard.”

Dan Klacynsky, 10

“Yes, because a lot of kids in the
hallways make it hard to get to

classes on time. ”
Krystal Griffin, 9

L 4
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Guilty ple

Recently, Central was re-
minded of how drinking and driv-
ing can destroy lives. Itis now up
to its students to listen to

right to down a six-pack in an
hour and then get behind the
wheel of a two-ton machine and

take it wherever they

it, _ED[TORIAL may please.

On Weds. Oct. 16,
2002, Kevin Tadlock pled
guilty to felony motor ve-
hicle homicide for caus-
ing the car accident that
killed RoseAnn Incontro, a Cen-
tral freshman at the time of the ac-
cident.

This has served as a sad re-
minder of the tragedies that can
occur when people drink and
drive.

Driving should not be taking
as lightly as it is, especially by
teens.

Too many people think it is all

eecocee
* The opinion of
the Register staff

Some people think
that driving is a right, not
a privilege granted by the
state and therefore they
should be able to do it in
any condition that pleases them
because heaven forbid anyone in-
fringe on their “rights” to do so.

A large amount of people
think that it will never happen to
them, that they can “handle” their
liquor and still be able to drive.

Itis a common perception that
itis okay to drive drunk ifitis only
done once in a while.

Attitudes like that cause acci-

dents like Tadlock's.

Attitudes like that cause trag-
edies like Incontro’s death.

Luckily, more and more
people are becoming aware of the
dangers and tribulations of driv-
ing under the influence.

More people are choosing
designated drivers when they go
out or simply choosing not to
drink.

There is even a new club, Stu-
dents Against Destructive Deci-
sions (SADD) that was started to
discourage students from drink-
ing and driving.

This is a good start, but there
is still a lot to be done.

While raising awareness is a
good thing, people must make
active decisions not to drink and

drive.

High school students need to
understand that when they
choose to drink and drive, th(_ey are
not making a choice that only af-
fects them. This choice also affects
any person who happens Fobe out
on the road at the same time.

It affects anyone who hap-
pens to be walking along the side-
walk as the car passes It affects
anyone who is crossing the street.

Under the law, teenagers
should not even be drinking to
begin with.

It is pretty bad to break one
law and risk getting arrested and
having that conviction on a per-
manent record forever.

But to compound that con-
viction with a drunk driving con-

a reminds all of evils of drinking, driving;

viction or a vehicular homicide
conviction is even worse.

A drunk driver may say it is
his right to do as he pleases, but it
is not his right to do any harm to
anyone else.

The laws made against drink-
ing and driving were made for a
reason. ‘

They were made to protectin-
nocent citizens from reckless driv-
ers and reckless drivers from
themselves.

Most importantly, they were
made to be followed, not to be dis-
regarded by young people who
believe they are invincible and in-
destructible.

It's time for a wake up call
among teenagers. It's time to re-
alize that actions have repercus-

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL R

sions and rules were made f,, | ‘
reason.

It's time to realize that ;;
simply not acceptable to gy,

and drive. -

RoseAnn Incontro died
cause someone else did not I.;; j al
those important lessons, d

She was a young woman |, o
of potential that could never by, '
alized because someone else ch § s
to act carelessly without any, 5
gard for others. 1

She could have been anyth;.
she dreamed of and made incr| 3
ible accomplishments during ;.
life.

But now she is not able to . il &
that is the biggest tragedy of 3/

A tragedy like that shoy | P
never, ever happen again.
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Nostalgia brings desire fod.
lost remains of childhood§:

CMOK NE (&S
TRRE e

L e

Gender equality

Females have burned their bras,
refused to shave their armpits and
developed catchy slogans to help hurry
along the women’s rights

improve test scores.
With the knowledge that males are
now becoming weaker in all areas,
teachers need to cater their

movement.

Now according to a study by
Washington Assessment of
Student Learning (WASL), males
are the ones in need of the

EDITORIAL

eeeccoe
The opinion of
the Register staff

instruction to accommodate
these needs.

Ideally, there should be no
difference in scores between the

revolution.

The survey showed that not only do
females outnumber males in most
colleges, they also outscore them on many
standardized tests.

Historically, females have outscored
males in the reading and writing portion.
Now, males are not only lagging behind
females in reading and writing, they also
score lower in the science and math
portions of the tests.

Females should be applauded for
their success in a “man’s world.” They
have worked hard to live up to, and
exceed, the expectations of males.

Yet little, if any, organized effort has
been made to directly address the long
history of males scoring lower in reading
and writing,.

The success females have achieved in
math and science is attributed to their
response to the cultural awareness that
they are weaker in these fields. Once they
were told that they were “weaker” in
these fields, they actively worked to

Misleading ‘troubled’ label makes youths look like bad apples, covers up good qualities

two genders. But if one is falling
behind, attention should be given to
make sure things are as even as possible.

Females lagged behind for years not
because they were less intelligent, but
because societal pressures often
convinced them that they could not do
well.

It took years of work for those
barriers to be broken down and for
females to live up their potential.

This does not mean males have been
dealt a bad hand. Just because females are
catching up does not mean males are
being held back.

There could be a variety of reasons
why males are not performing as well as
their counterparts.

Some men, especially teenaged boys,
do not think it is “cool” to do well
academically. Others simply have their
priorities mixed up, ranking social life or
athletics above school.

There are no proven significant
differences between the intellectual
capacities of males and females. It is up

shoulil be educational goal

to each individual to make a difference
and represent his or her gender well.

That means males cannot be given
any special treatment to make sure they
can play catch up.

There are not any “female only”
tutoring sessions. Males must also work
harder to compete with the ever-growing
female population.

It is not only the teachers’
responsibility to assist the males in
catching up with the females in these
areas.

Males must also take action to make
schools an equal place for both sexes.

If this serious lacking of males in
these fields does not receive attention
from teachers, students and parents, a
reverse revolution may occur.

One theory on why the academic
weaknesses of males have not received
much attention is because the weakness
does not seem to hurt them economically.
In the workplace, the average salary of
males is higher than that of females, with
males still dominating high-tech fields.

If the pattern that the WASL detected
continues on into the work field, many
fields currently dominated by males
would switch over to predominately
females.

While females should have all of the
same opportunities as males, the goal
should be equality, not supremacy.

As a junior in high school I am al-
ready more nostalgic than my grand-
parents.

From transformers to four square,
I miss everything about everything that
used to be anything to me.

The list is endless.

Voltron, you know,
those mechanical cats that
formed together to create
one giant cat warrior.

They were sort of like

“THE FIRST DRAFT
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times in my life. o .
I could do a double around # ¢

world better than anyone else I kn¢
could. o .
For a little while there I even %
dered if yo-yoing miz
be the profession forr.
Sadly yo-yos we
the way of the Pog «
the $20 Duncan Del:
yo-yo that I begged r
parents to buy me.

Power Rangers except a
decade earlier and with fur.

I can’t even remember when that
was still a Saturday morning cartoon.

Simply looking at the old toys
makes me get all emotional.

How sad is it that while a 70 year-
old man sits on a park bench and re-
members the first time he met his wife
in that park, I sit a few feet away re-
membering that time so long ago, a year
and a half ago when I was a freshman,

rwhen we went toiMcDonald’s that one ,

time? -
While my teacher tells the class
sadly how she remembers exactly
where she was the day that JFK was
shot, I'm not even paying attention.

I am too wrapped up in myself re-
membering how good life was back in
the years of the Clinton administration
to bother with anyone else’s nostalgia.

But I'm not the only one. Just yes-
terday morning I overheard a conver-
sation that went something like this:

Freshman Girl #1: Geez, do youre-
member the good old days?

Freshman Girl #2: You mean back
in middle school?

They’ve only been part of the Cen-
tral community for three months and
already they’re wasting away reminisc-
ing when they were big-shot eighth
graders.

Seniors at least tend to be a little bit
more refined in their nostalgia.

Upperclassmen get teary-eyed re-
membering preschool when the female
members of the class still had girl-coo-
ties and the worst insult imaginable
was, “Well I'm not inviting you to my
birthday party.”

But I have to reach further back into
my memories to get truly nostalgic.
Nothing gives me a better flashback
than the old toys that truly defined my
childhood.

Thinking back about Tamagachi
still chokes me up.

And yo-yos! Oh, yo-yos.

The entire two months that yo-yos
were popular were some of the best

John Owens-Ream

time remembering how good life us?

Heck, that's evens
ting in a pile of toys in my closet nex: 3
my He-man action figure.

Generally, I hear the elderly ren
nisce about how high school wast
greatest time of their lives.

I go to high school, if you're rei:
ing this then you probably do, too! 8

If this is the greatest time of «.
lives then I shudder to think what
future holds.

And since I spend so much of 1

to be then what will I have to remer,
ber 50 years from now?

[ will sit on a park bench throwr
crumbs to the pigeons thinking ab
how good life was back when | w:
reminiscing about when someu
would say a bad word and everyw
would turn and point:

“000000000h, Q0000000000 §
you said a cuuuuurse worrrrrrd.”

Everything is better when your
member it fondly.

The days of high school spent wi+
ing you could crawl into a hole and ¢ §
will seem much less harsh in 20, 30
years.

By that time new memories and ¢ ¢
age will have eroded away at all of
embarrassing, humiliating or just pl
horrible things we have all endurcd:
one time or another.

After that amount of time, nothi
will be left but the golden childho
memories of good times and the sonx
what whitewashed, dulled memories
high school.

Nostalgia truly is a beautiful thir:
It lets you keep your memories wh'
keeping the bad details convenient
out of mind. ]

Time may be able to heal :
wounds, but nostalgia can turn a shf
attack into a bee sting.

Maybe after enough time e
thinking about cafeteria food will mai{
me want to cry.

For now I'll have to settle for ¢
ing it to induce tears.

That's the way life is.

I’'ve managed to do it again.
I've put myself in a position |
don’t want to be.

I've put myself squarely in the
hands of the Dou-

because one of them has gotten a
bad wrap.

Personally, I've never consid-
ered myself a “troubled” youth.
I've always been

glas County Justice
Department.

Not that I have
anything against the

pretty sure of who
and what [ am, and
most importantly,
what [ want to do

county justice de- °
partment, but it is

MY TWO CENTS

and how lintend to
achieve it.

the reason [ am cur-
rently part of a juvenile court di-
version program meant for
“troubled” youths.

Nearly every student knows
the connotation of the word,
“troubled.”

It's the one-for-all word that
many adults in this world use to
describe any stoner, skater, goth
and any other youth subculture
that has been unfairly labeled just

-

Steve Packard

Unfortunately,
in the eyes of the court, this made
no difference and I was given a
date with the local diversion coun-
selor, a seemingly nice, yet conser-
vative woman who seems to have
a burning desire to reform these
“troubled” youths.

In theory, reformation is a
great idea, but reality and the re-
form theory have their problems.
First of all, the diversion pro-

gram is run by the Boy Scouts of
America.

The very same young men'’s
association whose last great refor-
mation (nothing short of a full-
blown controversy) involved ban-
ning all openly gay males from
their organization, which leads
me to believe that perhaps the Boy
Scouts of America isn’t the wisest
youth diversion venue in Douglas
County.

Perhaps MADD Dads, local
religious youth groups or other
youth programs who give youth
an equal chance could better re-
form these youths.

One only has to ask openly
homosexual former Boy Scouts
about this. Discrimination is not
reformation.

Second, the idea that youth
can be “troubled” is ignorant in

my eyes. It's a word that has lost
much of its meaning.

Keep in mind many people
are troubled in this world.

The homeless, for instance,
who for one reason or another
can’t seem to find a home.

Or whales who are being
hunted to near extinction.

Or people who climb on dan-
gerously high towers without
proper safety equipment.

Or people (NOT necessarily
youths mind you) who get drunk
and get behind the wheel of car.

The list goes on and on.

The fact that I am a young
person, who is still in school, tak-
ing honors classes, listed on the
honor roll and an active volunteer
with a single misdemeanor on my
criminal record doesn’t necessar-
ily qualify me as being “troubled.”

The way I see it, the positives
in my life have outweighed the
negatives.

That doesn’t justify labeling
me or anyone else who has such
an overall positive record.

Now, true, some stoners and
skaters have had their squabbles
with the law.

But I do not know members
of either group to be malicious,
dangerous or destructive, and ac-
tually, anything but what I men-
tioned above.

The label is just wrong,.

So ultimately, the word
“troubled” is a stereotype (much
like “zero tolerance”) that is
blinded to what it should be: a
policy or method that has care for
the circumstances of each and ev-
ery individual.

And to anybody who would

ever label me, or any other you®
“troubled,” I wouldn’t nearly
it that way.

If anything, we're set.

We may make mistakes eve”
once in a while, but for the m
part, we are smart kids.

We are also the future of tl"
great nation and should be trust®
to be good honest citizens.

Today's young people are nd
a troubled group. We are |U*
young and sometimes make m*
takes.

All people make mistak
How come youth are the only s/
tion of society that is labled as ¥
ing troubled.

People need to look at the p'
son as an individual and not *
part of some group that is inc
rectly labled.

Give us a chance.
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Censorship invades students’ lives

Over my years at Central, I have realized that the
school becomes more and more ridiculous every day.

[ was in the library, typing a paper that was due in
about 30 minutes. Needless to say, I was
desperate to fill pages.

A random Internet search of the words
“Middle East” revealed several sites in
which access was denied by “Symantec Web
Security.”

Out of curiosity, I looked up a couple

YES, I'M

' High school students aren't little kids. They may be

quite immature at times, but they aren’t stupid.

Censorship has never ever led to anything positive,
even when it is applied to teenagers.

Another thing completely blocked at Cen-
tral is e-mail.

Hotmail, AOL, Earthlink, younameit, it's
restricted.

I understand that a lot of kids use e-mail

other subjects that may some how have a
questionable nature, like birth control or anything remotely
dealing with terrorism.

They were all blocked. My frustration continued to
STOW.,

[ was just about to slam my chair through the com-
puter screen, when I heard a familiar Nelly tune.

Now “Country Gfammar” isn’t exactly the type of
song I would expect to hear on a Monday afternoon in the
library.

But sure enough, the kid sitting two seats away from
me was singing along with Nelly.

Upon closer inspection, the girl two rows in front of
me was watching the new Alicia Keys video.

Huh, that’s funny. How is it that if I want to utilize
the Internet for purely educational reasons, I can’t, but by
allmeans, I can watch all my favorite pop-stars’ latest vid-
eos, or bask in the glow of Eminem’s “phat” rhymes.

The truth is that the censorship at this school is not
only too excessive, it is poorly handled. Something needs
to fix these problems ASAP.

Now I can understand the administration’s problems
with websites pertaining to building pipe bombs and
hardcore pornography, but I fail to see the reason why sites
with purely educational applications are restricted.

Devon O'Connell

just for social reasons, but there is a large per-
centage who don't.

E-mil is a way to correspond electronically, and it is
becoming increasingly important with the onslaught of col-
lege applications, scholarships, jobs, etc. that come knock-
ing later in a student’s career.

For those who don’t have Internet access at home, it is
a huge inconvenience.

There are also students who aren’t slaves to the PC
world or to Microsoft Word. If someone wants to transfer
a document from home and work on it at school, he can’t
do it on a disk. He could do it via e-mail, but no, it’s re-
stricted.

This is simply ridiculous.

All this passed through my head instantaneously as I
sat there watching these two scholars get their groove on.
I wanted to broaden my knowledge base and get an as-
signment done.

The bile rose steadily in my throat, but once again,
Nelly calmed me down. Thank God for Nelly. He is my
savior.

Meanwhile, I had just killed ten minutes and still had
nothing on the page.

How screwed up is that?

That’s okay though because I have always found in-
spiration while listening to N’Sync.

Crass television humor invades school

I dont understand the humor of  boy.

other people.

bones and eating ani-
mal body parts, is what
the media is trying to
pass as comedy.

It seems that by the
standards of today’s |

Since I was walking quickly to
Getting all bruised, breaking make it on time, as he flew into me
my foot kicked him in
the leg.

This forced him to
trip and stumble to-
wards me. His body
weight then stabbed
my books into my

come over students in the past few
years.

People are finding the worst
things funny. It is sad.

People can’t take each other seri-
ously anymore. I recently heard some
students joking with their friends,
when one of them stumbled up the
stairs.

One of the girls then said,”If you

pop culture, something "HHAOS MADE CLEAR

stomach.

can’t possibly be funny
unless pain and inde-
scribably sickening “food” is in-
volved.

TV shows such as “Jackass” and
“Fear Factor” prove my point pre-
cisely. Contestants on these shows do
the most asinine and disgusting
things just for a bit of attention and
maybe some money.

This shocking trend is not lim-
ited to television, it has begun to in-
vade Central as well.

Recently, I ran into a couple of
people at school who must have been
rejected from “Jackass” tryouts.

| was walking through the halls
during passing period rushing to get
to my class on time, while attempt-
ing to dodge the huddles of students
strategically placed in the doorways.

I was trying to pass through the
groups of students, but holding three
books and wearing a backpack can
make it a little difficult.

[ turned a corner and saw a
group of Johnny Knoxville wannabes
headed in my direction.

I was minding my own busi-
ness, thinking they would just pass
me by without creating any scenes.

I was wrong.

Suddenly a guy pushed his
friend right into me. There was a
domino effect of pain following this

Katie Backman

My reaction was
quick. I pushed him away and he
started his quick trip to the ground.

As he was falling, my hand, just
as a defensive reaction, soared out
and punched him in the mouth.
Then the kid rolled to the floor
smacked his head against the locker,
while holding his injured mouth.

I looked around, to see his
friends laughing and pointing. I
looked back at him and his face was
now flushed with red.

Everyone in the hallway was
staring and laughing at this poor
little kid.

Ilooked back at him and realized
whatever he got, he deserved.

I stepped over that sad little
child and continued on my way to
class.

In retrospect, I am a little wor-
ried. If people are incorporating this
show into school, “Fear Factor” will
be next.

Personally I don’t care to see any
pigs’ noses or cows’ eyes in my lunch
at school.

I just don’t understand how
events such as that one can be con-
sidered funny.

This kid injured and humiliated
himself, yet the people at school
laughed. I don’t know what has

fell and hit every step on the way
down I would laugh,” to her injured
companion.

If this cycle continues, people will
be totally desensitized to violence.

When they see serious accidents,
they won’t worry at all about the
people hurt.

Instead they will want to see the
blood and the damage done to the car.

I can’t understand how people
have changed from caring about ev-
eryone to wanting to see blood and
pain.

My little run-in with that guy
made me realize how the thought-
lessness of others has increased.

[ think the media is all to blame.
If television shows or movies such as
“Care Bears” still aired people would
have the thoughts of “we care.”

But no, these days a show called
“Jackass” attempts to dominate the
media.

A sad thing is younger kids watch
these type of shows now, too. Hope-
fully there are enough “Care Bears”
generation fans to make the world a
little bit more understanding of pain
and what one should do when it hap-
pens.

The only thing I can tell the me-
dia is a very sarcastic thank you, for
pushing asinine ideas onto easily
manipulated teens.

District would have to put money to better use

Bellevue Public School District is very fortunate to re-

The first items the decision-makers would cut could

ceive $8.3 million to build the Lifelong Learning Center, be from the sports departments. The center is specifically
but if Omaha Public Schools (OPS) had that much money made for the students involved in athletics. So once sports

for a new project, it should put it towards better use.
The center was made for students involved with sports
at school. Adults of the community have the
availability to use the building, but the teens get
first priority. The adults who wish to use the fa-

cility must pay for usage.

Bellevue made a good decision with the

EDITORIAL
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were cut, the facility would be completely useless.

The most likely places for cuts to come from next
would be electives, class availability and amount
of teachers in the schools.

The district would get rid of teachers than
realize there are classes without instructors to
the Register staff tfeach them. Before long, students’ favorite elec-

TN
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building because it will benefit teens, kids and
adults in the community.

Omaha’s community is larger, and the OPS school
district has more schools. So if the board wanted to fol-
low in the footsteps it would have to create multiple build-
mngs,

’ To build two of these buildings could cost roughly $16
million. OPS just doesn’t have the luxury to spend money
on purchases of this nature.

Bellevue Public Schools did receive a portion of the
$8.3 million from grants and donations, but for Omaha
Public Schools and its community, that would not be the
first priority for grant money. .

If the public does not see a need for a replica of the
Lifelong Learning Center, they won’t make any d_ona.hons.
If the OPS district feels the need for the facility, it will cut
budgets, programs and after school activities to raise
mnney.

That would not be right.

OPS’ school board should not attempt to build a cen-
ter because the negative effects would outweigh the posi-
tive ones,

tives would be gone.

Required classes would become overcrowded, mak-
ing the teachers overwhelmed and stressed out.

Under current budget conditions, the list of negative
effects would be endless if a training center was purchased.

In all actuality the plan to bring kids together at a cen-
ter would fall through and end up being counterproduc-
tive because school district would not be able to have the
activities that students enjoy.

This whole problem can be avoided if OPS district dis-
regards any benefits possible from building a center like
the one in Bellevue. The benefits are there, but so are the
problems. Money is needed in the school district for learn-
ing, not to build a center for athletic training.

The district could receive profits if the people of the
community attended, but the funds earned would not be
enough to replace what was cut.

The center may not even help the district budget be-
cause all of its earnings would go to the useless center.
There are gyms across Omaha, people just need to join
them.

Students can simply use the schools’ gyms for now.

Patriotism fails
to justify draft

The United States Selective Service Act
was made to ensure that when the United
States goes to war, there will be an adequate
supply of troops to fight and protect the
country and its interests.

A war of this complexity requires spe-
cially trained soldiers, not fresh-faced high
school kids right out of basic training,.

Anyone and everyone can question the
motivation of the government

The threat of war immediately
brings the idea of a draft into the
minds of many, especially high
school males who may be register-

EDITORIAL
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for potentially starting this war.
It is not really the question
in this case.
There is simply no way that

ing for the draft in the near future,
if they have not already.

But adopting the draft when public
support is not for it can actually be coun-
terproductive.

It can lead to public unrest, upheaval
and widespread apathetic or malicious be-
havior towards the government.

That’s why the draft should not be re-
enacted if the United States does decide to
declare war on Iraq or starts an aggressive
ground invasion.

Consider the most recent use of the
draft and its consequences.

The last time the draft was enacted was
during the Vietnam War and it was met
with widespread protests. A similar reac-
tion is sure to come if the draft is enacted
now.

In reality, even if a war is declared, the
threat of a draft is still relatively small and
will not be coming for a while.

That does not change the fact that there
is a deep divide running through the po-
litical arena of this country.

The idea of going to war brings out the
impassioned side of politicians, soldiers,
citizens, nearly everyone has a strong opin-
ion on it.

The country as a whole has been very
patriotic since Sept. 11, 2001, but there is
nothing like a war to tear a seemingly uni-
fied country apart.

There are far too many unknown vari-
ables in this situation to say that bringing
back the draft is a good idea.

Of the variables that we are aware of,
there is no solid reasoning evident that
would support reenacting the draft or even
giving it serious consideration.

This would be the first real war of the
century.

All of the old rules of war are out the
window.

There are threats of bio-terrorism and
major disease warfare that the nation has
never really had to address to this degree
before.

calling up a draft can be justified
at this time.

The young people of this country have
not expressed strong support by any mea-
sure and forcing them to fight in a war that
many of them may not believe in will do
no good in the long run.

The country must also realize that it
should not disenfranchise its youth by es-
sentially blocking its voice in governmen-
tal proceedings.

If the draft is reenacted against the
majority wishes of those within the draft-
age range, then America’s young people
will feel like their voices were not heard or
were simply not important enough to re-
ally listen to.

There have been times in history where
enacting the draft was the right decision to
make.

But now is not one of them.

Now is a time of unknown enemies,
potentially sophisticated warfare and,
above all, heightened awareness among
young people of what is going on in the
world.

Someday, this awareness may cause
public support to lean towards having the
draft enacted.

That day is not today, it will not be to-
morrow and unless something happens
that causes drastic changes, it will not be
anytime soon.

Just because this generation has lived
through relatively peaceful times does not
mean it has not learned from the trials and
tribulations of history.

The absolute bloody brutality of war is
apparent to all.

It is nothing that anyone wants to re-
sort to.

Even if it is absolutely necessary in the
eyes of the government, the country’s
young people should not be forced to go.

Enacting the draft may help the gov-
ernment win this war thousands of miles
away, but will cause irreparable damage to

the country at home.
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Finally, the administration has wiped the
slate clean and given students a fresher
approach to their education.

For years, when students entered
Central, they began a four-year track in the
social studies department that

CLEANING THE SLATE

The structure of social studies classes has changed and it’s about time. Now
students are able to take classes in a more orderly and concise way.

By teaching students about the workings of
government right before most of them turn
18 and get ready to enter the real world
will make them better citizens who are
more likely to be involved.

The social studies depart-
ment has really wiped the slate

started them with a year of world
geography, then they moved onto
a semester of American govern-
ment, a year of American history
and world history for the senior

EDITORIAL
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clean with these changes. The
old course track was good
and students had the oppor-
tunity to learn a substantial

ear.
’ While students learned a lot during these
four years, the order was not always logical
and some important things got left out along
the way.

Which is why the curriculum change
that began with last year’s freshmen is such
a smart idea.

Now students take U.S. History their
freshman year, which makes a lot more sense
because the Omaha Public Schools eighth
grade social studies curriculum requires stu-
dents to study American history through the
Civil War.

So now freshmen are just picking up
where they left off instead of waiting two
years and learning something entirely differ-
ent in the interim.

Then during sophomore year, students
take a semester of economics and a semester
of world geography.

This solves two major problems. First of
all, a year of geography really is too much.
Much of what is taught in world geography
is repeated later on in history courses, so it
really does lend itself to redundancy.

With only a semester, students can learn
all they need to know without being taught
anything they would have to be retaught the
next year.

The second plus to this change is that
students are finally being required to learn
economics.

Economics has been an elective for years,
but since it was never a core class, many stu-
dents never took it.

Those students were missing out on
quite a bit since so much of what students
need to know to be good citizens and con-
sumers is taught in economics.

The junior year requirement does not
reflect much of a change in what is taught,
just in the order it is taught in. By switching
world history to junior year, senior year
is left open for American government.

Teaching American govern-

amount, but now it just
makes more sense.

This new system is more logi-
cal and has a more cohesive flow
that will not only teach students
more, but also build upon previ-
ous years’ knowledge year by
year so that they can construct a
more comprehensive view of his-
tory and the world around them

Some may be concerned
about what will happen with
the Advanced Placement and
honors courses that were
offered as alternatives to the
regular version of the core
classes.

The department has
taken care of this too, plan-
ning honors and AP alterna-
tives to all of the new courses.

So while some may be sad
that this is the last year for AP
American History or dread the
idea of having to take econom-
ics, students who are in the new
social studies track should realize
that this is a great opportunity for
them.

The classes of 2004 and
beyond are being given a
whole new set of opportu-
nities for their education
and they should take
full advantage of it. DA 4’&\
After all, it is the %
best thing for all >3
of their educa-
tions.

ment during senior year may be
the smartest part of this plan.

lllustration by
PAULA SALHANY/
THE REGISTER

‘Nectar of the gods’ steals soul of caffeine-addicted student

Hi, my name is Nikki and I am a caf-
feine-o-holic.

My last drink was roughly 15 minutes
ago. Afterwards, I decided to never touch
the stuff ever again.

Not only am I a member
of Caffeine Addicts
Anonymous, I am the presi-
dent.

My love affair with caf-
feine began at a tender age. |
remember when the very first

THE FINE PRINT

needless to say, it did not work.

[ tried quenching my thirst with
every uncaffeinated beverage known to
the world, ranging from apple juice to
tonic water, but nothing seemed to work.

I wandered around, my
eyes all squinty and my
appendages flailing and
twitching as if [ was under
some type of demonic spell.
I was hypnotized by the
powers of caffeine.

drop of soda came from my
bottle and touched my lips. It
was love at first taste.

I bounced off the walls like a caged
monkey for the rest of the day. My moth-
er then ripped me from my love. I knew,
even at the age of 2, caffeine and [ were a
match made in heaven and could not be
separated for long.

As a teen, I have discovered the won-
drous world of coffee. The bittersweet
aroma gave me the ambition, or at least
the energy, to take on the day. [ started
doing my homework in coffee shops,
downing espresso after espresso until I
found even trig homework palatable.

It is close to impossible to make it
through high school without the habitual
use of caffeinated beverages. I tried to live
without the aid of caffeine last year and

.

Nichole Tyrey

I gave up. Nothing made
my eyes unsquint. Nothing
seemed to make my tics subside.

Nothing could ever quench my thirst
like a nice cold chug of a fizzy Mountain
Dew. Now I am a slave to caffeine.

I have sold my soul to the nectar of
the gods, that over time has become the
devil. I will now have a hefty price to pay
to get my soul back.

Having pumped every last nickel and
dime into supporting my habit, countless
coins going to waste in soda machines
and begging my friends for dollar after
dollar after dollar, I decided that enough
was enough.

[ went to my local library to research
my long and hard road to recovery. |
strolled over to the computer catalog and
looked up “caffeine addiction,” but to my

dismay, nothing came up.

To me this was an utter shock. The
devil looming over my shoulder, sipping
on a frappuccino, told me that the occa-
sional pot of coffee in the morning or cube
of Dew on a lonely Saturday night, does-
n’t constitute a real addiction.

Maybe being caffeine-crazed was not
such a bad thing. At least ] was not shoot-
ing up meth or snorting cocaine.

Then I realized that was just the with-
drawal talking. Caffeine, America’s most
over-used, under-rated drug, had me firm
in its Kung-fu death grip. Only the grace
of God could save me now.

I wandered over to the self-help sec-
tion and began to look. Almost like a mes-
sage from the big guy himself, it hit me,
literally. A book entitled,"The Twelve
Steps to Recovery” fell from the top shelf
and hit me straight on the head.

It did not specify what type of recov-
ery it was for, so I decided this was my
only hope.

The book claimed that I had already
taken the first and hardest step of the
twelve by admitting I had a problem
After living many years under the influ-
ence of caffeine, it is a little hard not to
know you have a problem. What to do
about it is the hardest part.

So I began down the long, hard road

of recovery. By the time I got past the sec-
ond step, the bittersweet aroma finally got
to me. Itis hard to educate yourself about
the downsides to caffeine when practical-
ly every bookstore in America is equipped
with its own little coffee shop.

[ had had it! My head started to
pound and my eyes could only focus at
about the quality of the projector at a dol-
lar theater. I rushed over to the counter
and scrambled to decide which beverage I
would drink to get my fix.

It was after I ordered a double-shot
Mocha Grande that I realized 1 had no
money. | had spent my last dime on the
liter of Mountain Dew I had consumed for
breakfast.

Without a moment to spare, I leapt
toward to sample table and with my quiv-
ering hands poured shot after shot of the
sample coffee of the day into my mouth.

It was at that moment I decided that 1
would never deny myself of this need
ever again.

Caffeine is not my enemy, it is my
friend. It helps me in almost every peril
life throws my way. I have decided that I
will never again push such a close and
trusted ally of mine away ever again.

If consuming caffeine is a sin, then I'll
be driving the bus to hell. At least I'll stay
awake for the ride.

Page 20
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Laura Diesing

Injuries causeg
by formalities

The stabbing. The cuts. Ty,
burns. The horror...the horrg;

Every year millions of |
sage and boutonniere-relat
injuries taint what should
happy nights of dancing, dm»
ing up and all round merrimep

The use of flowers in ty
prom or homecoming traditiy
has always struck me as od;
Prom and homecoming g
expensive enough. Why wouj
we want to pay for anythiy
else?

We spend at least $100 on
dress or a suit, $40 on shoes, 83
on hair and possibly more if vy
go somewhere to get your makg
up done and $10 on a delicy
and fragrant torture device.

I have never requested a co;
sage nor have I had reques
from my dates for a boutonnier:
Most of the guys do not e
know what to do with it whe
they get one.

When 1 went to homecon
ing this year, my date didn
even know that he was sup
posed to get me a corsage.

When he finally bought on:
he had to suffer the embarras
ment of asking the people at t .
flower store what to do with it

The only reason people bu :
these things is because the
think they have to. It's the sens
of obligation, not to mention tf
fact that no one wants to disruy
years of tradition.

Every year I get a tiny bur
dle of flowers stuffed insi
some sort of puff ball thing
wear on my wrist even thought
always ends up on my uppe
arm or on my purse.

I have received countles
friction burns from the elast
band, multiple cuts from th
metal thing that holds the flow
ers on and the occasional stab t
the chest from my date’s boutor
niere. I would rather spare
skin the painful experienc
thank you.

But who am I to argue wit
tradition? What would we do
we could not spend an hour pir
ning the boutonniere on ou
dates’shirts? Mom and Da
smile and take multiple rolls ¢
pictures to capture the specii
moment while the girl struggle
to get the tiny stem o sta) g
pinned to the boy’s collar.

After about ten minutes ¢
pinning and re-pinning in vain
Mom takes over like we knov
she will and finally it's out th
door to eat. So the dance is nov
over and the good-byes havt
been said to everyone at the pos' ©i8
prom or post homecoming par
ties.

I3l
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You have the whole corsagt
ordeal under control and you ar
going in for the hug or kis
depending on the situation, and
then “poke,” the boutonniert
has assaulted your chest. Itisa/
simply a waist of time and
money.

I propose that the entir
expensive formality of buying
your date’s corsage or boutor
niere should be deleted from the
prom and homecoming trad®
tions.

The girls already have U
think about making their haif
appointments on time and hov
they want it to look, getting theif
makeup perfect and making
sure they will be almost don¢
when their date arrives. Boy*
have to worry about dinne
reservations, bemg on time and
whether or not they should
dance.

Why make this harder on
ourselves?
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An in-depth look at gang
activity at Central and
what officials are doing
to prevent violence and
other related problems

In the Voices section, Central
students and teachers share
their emotional journeys of

dealing with diseases

Street racing is on the rise in
Omaha and there does not
appear to be an end in sight



— g S LRt et M |

NEED DRIVERS EDUCATION!|

Get your 20 required hours at the Cornhusker Driving School

CALL 341-4555

or go to cornhuskerdriving.com 80 . .
Come for the next session on o N *
December 23,26,27,30 and January 2 £ | .
from 8 a.m. till 12 noon 20 o B




EpGE
November 19, 2002

E% COVER STORY
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Take a look at the series of stories on
gang activity at Central High School
and what police and school officials
are doing about it. Page 27

FOCUS
5 Handle with care

The police department and school
administrators need to be careful when
it comes to gangs.

Arts district
Sex education works

Where is my mind

a column by Jillian Risavi

VOICES
15 The Susman family

A look at how a senior deals with the
deaths of mulriple siblings.

16 Greg Sand
17 Kelli Priebe
18 Charita Brown

NEWS
19 The pill

Some students take birth control for
reasons besides pregnancy prevention.
BY JILLIAN RISAVI

21 Change in curriculum
Sophomores may now be able to take
Advanced Placement social studies classes.
BY KAITLI

22 Homelessness at Central

Some homeless people are choosing to stay
away because of the renovations.
BY DOUG MEIGS

Rufus Haynes

Take a look at what it’s like to be a night-
time custodian at Nebraska’s largest high
school.

~ Photo by PAULA SALHANY/THE BY JILLIAN RISAVI
School Resource Officer Jess Randall (left) and Officer Ed Sinkevich watch Davenport
ptreet during dismissal. Police presence is one way administrators are trying to deter
gang activity after school. NOVEMBER 19,2002 1
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33 Christian Rock
More bands are mixing music and faith to

create a less main-stream sound.
BY LAURA DIESING

34 Open-mic night
Students express their talent at local coffee houses.
BY JOHN OWENS-REAM

36 Radio Revolution
Check out the latest advancements in satellite
radio technology.
BY JILLIAN RISAVI .
- 47 SKATING THE SURFACE
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A former Central student plays in the local the ice and towards the NHL
band, Desaparecidos, which has recently " — ;
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Cross-country runner finds motivation

through father’s struggle with cancer.
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52 For the love of the game
A Central senior from Sudan ralks about his love
of one of America’s favorite sports, football.
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54 Ultimate Fighting
Senior finds new direction in controversial
sport. ; : j
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Former Eagles become Bulldogs to get a fresh
start.

BY DOUG MEIGS
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59 Fantasy sport teams
Students and coaches play the odds and try
to win it all.
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Cover

Gang activity seems to be
a growing trend in some of
today’s high schools. What
does it mean to be in a
gang at Central? What are
school and police officials
doing to combat this
growing trend. Turn to
page 25 for stories and
illustrations on this
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Show award for a specialty publication
and the sixth place award for

newsmagazines. At the spring conven-

tion, the EDGE won third in specialty
publications and fourth in the
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Unsigned editorials are the opinion
of the EDGE staff and are not necessarily
the opinions of Central High School or its
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Signed editorials are the opinion of
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Letters may be edited for taste, clarity,
accuracy and length. Letters containing
substantial misrepresentation of fact will
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers:

This is the very first issue of the 2002-2003 EDGE, Omaha Central High Schod,
award-winning newsmagazine. Although this is only the second volume, the magazine i
totally revamped this year.

The goal of the EDGE is to report the news in the school as well as keep up with i
latest trends among students and faculty.

In our attempts to do hard-hitting and quality journalism, the staff strives for perfec.
tion and balance along with upholding journalistic ethics. The EDGE tries to swing for t;
fence and do the best possible journalism. That’s why this issue is 60 pages. The staff striv
to be fair and accurate in all its attempts.

This year’s magazine has five different sections. Focus is the editorial section. It ir
cludes editorials which express the opinion of the EDGE staff and columns written b
various staff members. One special column is featured outside of the Focus section becaus
the staff thought it was so good and the subject matter was so strong that it deserved:
special place in this magazine. Turn to page 60 to share this emotional experience.

One of the EDGE'’s special sections is Voices. Every issue, this section focuses on th
lives of particular students and teachers. In this issue, two students and two teachers il
about how they are dealing with certain hardships, like illness and death.

The news and features section is the magazine’s biggest and most important part. O
part of this section is a series of stories on gangs at Central. Much of the activity goe
unnoticed by students, but behind the scenes, the Omaha Police Department and schod
officials work to prevent gang violence from breaking out. Along with this, there are variou
stories about curriculum changes, the homeless situation around the school, birth contr
and much more.

Immediately following the news and features section is the Lifestyles section. Thisi
the section that most newsmagazines call the entertainment section. The EDGE staff calle!
it Lifestyles because the section deals with more aspects of life than just entertainmen:
This section’s big story deals with street racing and its ever-increasing popularity.

The Zone is the EDGE's sports section. Athletic teams at Central are improving wit
every season. The Zone puts a different angle to the stories and features about athletes «
this school. For example, there’s a story about how a Central football player, who is orig:
nally from Sudan, keeps working hard to play a sport that is a big American pastime.

Another story is about George Davis who, after high school, went on to play football
Harvard. Davis told the EDGE about his success at one of the most prestigious schools it
the United States.

Central is known for its diversity, so there are many stories to tell. As a result, storics in
the EDGE are from one end of the spectrum to the other. It is important for people to be/!
informed and educated. Therefore, the staff always welcomes tips and suggestions from it
audience. Please feel free to write us letters to the editor or simply stop by room 315.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of the EDGE.

Thank you,
Paula Salhany, editor in chief




ir away, sort of unreal, one of those things that
appens in other places, but never, ever here.

[t only seems real when one is actually faced
ith dealing with it, which is exactly what

. 2R ey

ANDLE WITH

Increased gang violence at school this year combined with having more police
officers present at select times of the day, have caused a somewhat tense situation
that must be taken care of delicately

(sang violence has a tendency to seem sort of  top priority is, and always will be, ensuring the

safety of all the students at Central.
But choosing a method in which to solve the
problem may be the most difficult part of all.
If the stance the administration takes

«entral must now do.
The resurgence of gang activity at

he police with a sticky situation.

EDITORIAL

hool this year has left administratorsand  The opinion of
the EDGE staff

is too aggressive, it may actually end up
being counterproductive.

When innocent students see the in-
creased police presence, they begin to get

This year has seen a high number of
ang-related fights, clashes and incidents. Police
resence outside the school has often been bulked
p to protect students.

Similar measures have been taken at South
igh, where many of the rivals of Central’s gang
embers attend school.

School administrators have to do something
bout the problem, that much is obvious. Their

nervous. This can develop into paranoia,
which can lead to negative repercussions.
Once anyone begins to feel threatened in what

is supposed to be a safe environment, human na-

‘ture dictates that 'one 'may begin to act in ways

that can be unpredictable.

Seemingly innocenf, well-behaved kids may
respond in irrational ways because they feel that
the police presence meant to protect them is some-

Graphic by PAULA SALHANY/THE EDGE

how a threat or punishment for them.

Also, extra law enforcement officers make stu-
dents feel less trusted by the school and its offi-
cials. This can ruin the trust built up over the past
years between students, administrators and teach-
ers in a single day.

But if administrators do not take a strong
enough stance, the results could be catastrophic
for the students, as well the administration.

The administration obviously cannot allow
any sort of violence in schools. Nor can they just
sit back while they know violence is occurring.

This is the kind of situation where there is no
easy answer. It is not a black and white situation,
nor is it a situation to be handled lightly.

There also is no way to tell those in charge
what to do. It is all part of a process that will take
awhile to fully figure out. Unfortunately, it seems

NOVEMBER19,202 S




focus

like the school is in a situation where there is no
time to spare and action may be needed at any
time.

The solution to this problem lies with the stu-
dents at Central who are involved with gangs and
gang activities.

It is that simple.

If they can rectify their behaviors, there would
be no need for all of the additional police pres-
ence.

But as everyone knows, human nature is the
hardest thing in the world to change. So the ap-
parent answer to the problem may not be easily
attainable.

That is why the administration faces such a
daunting task.

It is in a situation where the solution is seem-
ingly simple, but frustratingly unattainable.

All that can be said for now is that the school
officials, police officers and any other authority
involved in fighting Central’s gang problem is that
your task in not enviable.

Gang violence can be sad, it can brutal and it
can ruin seemingly bright futures.

It can tear apart families and turn childhood
friends against each other, sometimes over some-

thing as insignificant as what color someone is
wearing.

No matter who wins a gang fight, everyone
loses something.

When combating gang violence, it is hard to
walk away without losing anything either.

The police, FBI, school administrators, any-
one who works to fight violence must know that
the possibility of losing something, even when they
supposedly have won the battle against gang vio-
lence, exists.

In the school’s case, the variable that may be
lost is students’ lives, something far too precious
to waste.

But the original question of how to protect
them still remains.

Though administrators must carry out this job
somehow, they must find the right approach to

doing it or the problem could become even worse |

than it is right now.
“Handle with care” is a label usually reserved
for delicate glassware or packages sent through the
mail,
But in this case it is the best possible advice
on how to deal with the school’s problems with
gangs and violence.

AT L —————"

GANG

Warning Signs |

&

e

Graffiti

Often found in dark areas, used to )
protect gang’s turf. It may be a declaration o |
loyalty to the gang, nickname of the membe |
threats against other members or details iy}
illegal acts that gang members have perform*
Jewelry '

Many gang members wear large gaudy i
elry, large rings or chains. Jewelry may be ey
sive or cheap.
Clothing

Gang members often wear baseball l;
an angle and/or baggy pants. Some gang: by
particular brands that members wear and el
blue bandannas. Some gangs have begun 10 ¢
wearing their colors in an attempt to deceivel]
enforcement. '

Information courtesy of the Los Angeles Police Departy

|
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Student’s problem caused
by flipping of lunch lines

Dear Editor,

Why exactly did the cafeteria staff decide to
{lip around the lunch line?”

| walk into the cafeteria thinking, “Wow,
(here's like no line,” But low and behold, the line
is backwards.

Now, I'm a lazy guy. I intend to get my lunch
and sit down and eat in a matter of seconds. |
dont like having to walk around through clut-
wred pathways through tables.

Not to mention that this change makes cut-
ting in line easier for those people whose clique
has one guy in line, so their collective mind tells
them to join in a pizza-worshipping congregation
and make stupid jokes.

That's my cue to leave.

Robert Montag, 11

ock music remains one
f student body’s favorites

Dear Editor,
As is said on The Reel Big Fish CD, “You and
| are mortal, but rock and roll will never die.”
Rock is real music. It takes talent. I am sick
of people and their rap “music.” It doesn’t

take talent to put on some chains
and rhyme.

As I say, you can’t spell
crap without rap.

Mike Alfaro, 11

Regulations still leave little
chance for fun, go too far

Dear Editor,

I regret to inform the school of Central High
that our ability to have fun has been terminated.
Even when some people choose to have fun with-
out involving others or putting others at risk, the
fun is not allowed by the “rules.”

Simple games, singing and even: poundinig on
the table are forbidden. It’s ridiculous that teach-"

our tables like vu}mres waiting to swoop downrand
put an end to our harmless games that put our

minds at ease after all of the hard work we do in

ers, administragofs and security guards surround =

Have you ever participated in street
racing, or know anyone who has?

48%

class before lunch.

Would the teachers, administrators and secu-
rity guards rather have things vandalized or maybe
have a fight started?

I think not. It is outrageous to take students’
only opportunity to have fun all day long, when it
has no effect on the school’s functions.

James Boatright, 12, Colin Rinaker,
12, Marc Monbouquette, 11, Jim Schalles,
11, Jacob Holst, 11, Wes Brown, 10, Alex
Driggs, 11

German exchange student
feels comfortable at CHS

Dear Editor,

Here are my thoughts on Central as a Ger-
man exchange student. For this summer vacation,
I got a whole week to relax.

[ arrived in America on Aug. 15. I had four
days to fill before school started here.

When school started, I felt like I was in a big,
hot oven which made the adjustment a bit exhaust-
ing.

However, students from the school integrated
me very nicely, so that I felt very comfortable here
after a while. Therefore, special thanks to my lunch
table and to the members of the A Cappella choir,
all of whom have welcomed me very wonderfully.

So far, the exchange has been a great success
and I feel that life is kind of a big vacation.

Many German greetings to all who know me.

Michael Kern, 12

Increased numbers help
skateboard club, members

‘Dear Editor;:
This is just to spread the word about skate
club. More people in the club means better events.

focus

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, CARTOONS, POLLS

We're thinking about having bands at this year's
competition, depending on where it is.

Look for us.

Also, why was the skate club featured in the
editorial about Student Activity Cards costing $30?
Was it someone in the club complaining that made
us the best targer?

Nate Crook, 12

Police presence at end of
school day brings concerns

Dear Editor,

The overwhelming number of police officers
that are present after school should make me feel
safe, but they are actually having the opposite ef-
fect on me.

Even though I don't know the cause of their
presence, I know it has increased tremendously
since last year.

This gives me reason to think that I am in
some type of danger that I am not fully aware of.
If I am, I think I have every right to know.

Maybe their presence is just a result of the
fights last year.

If this is the reason, why weren’t they brought
in last year?

I think it would put both students and par-
ents at ease if an announcement was made explain-
ing their presence.

Courtney Thomas, 10

EDGE missing from first
Register of the school year

Dear Editor,
The EDGE is a great magazine. It is a
shame that we did not have the EDGE
in the last issue.
It has a very broad
perspective of

covering sto- i
ries. I like how
the EDGE is in
magazine form
because it makes it
easier to read.

I wish the Register

was in magazine form.

Cody Payne, 10
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Arts district holds benefits for school

mizes on all Omaha currently has to offer. No par 1
of this proposal calls for the creation of any nex |

A recent proposal for the development of a
downtown arts district has been touted as a great

thing, a cultural achievement and a tour-

to modern, installation to opera can be found in
the arts centers that will compose the district.

By making this area a real cultural dis-

ist draw for the city.
This is all well and good, but for the

EDITORIAL

: L I B N N ]
students at Central, there lies an even Tphe opinion of

greater benefit. Students will benefitand the EDGE staff

trict, it will draw more people into visit
them. When more people come in, more
money will be made and more people will
be enriched with the arts. Once there is

love having access to the wide world of
the arts on what is practically their school’s front
lawn.

The idea behind the arts district is to find a
way to link all of the theaters and galleries in the
Old Market, 16th Street and 20th Street. This en-
compasses the Rose Theater, the Orpheum, the
Bemis Arts center, the Joslyn Art Museum and the
Blue Barn Theater, among many others. It is not
just limited to one branch of the arts or to tradi-
tional styles of art. Everything from performance

Every year afew select students decide it would
be a good idea to set things on fire.

They feel the need to impress their friends by
setting off smoke rockets, lighting trash

more money, the participating arts centers
will have more resources to develop projects. And
it will all be right next door for students to take
advantage of.

Instead of just learning about theater in drama
class, students will now have a chance to see it live
more often. Instead of learning about painting
techniques from books and slides, students will be
able to take a ten-minute walk and be surrounded
by places where they can see it close up.

The true genius of this proposal is how it maxi-

eryone is out of the building, it costs the district a
lot of money and prevents firefighters from put-
ting out real and potentially life-threatening fires
elsewhere. In the time the firefighters are

cans on fire or making toilet paper go up
in flames. These students think it’s hu-
morous to disrupt class and make almost
2,600 students file out of the building.

EDITORIAL

LRC N N ]
The opinion of
the EDGE staff

at the school figuring out that some kid
has set off a smoke rocket, they could be
saving the life of someone who is in dan-
ger.

They take a fancy to watching fire
trucks race up to the school and having firefighters
rush into the building, thinking that Central High
School could be going up in flames.

In short, some students at Central are pyro-
maniacs. Not only does it disturb the school and
cause school officials to frantically make sure ev-

8 THEEDGE
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Not to mention the fact that one of
these times, the bathroom fires are going to get
out of hand and the school is going to go up into
flames. All the expensive books, computers, cal-
culators and other important things in the school
will be gone. Students need to shape up and quit
causing such horrific disturbances.

TR —
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INustration by CONNOR MEIGSTHE EDG:

place. Rather, the focus is on taking what is ther

now and making something bigger and better o
of it.

The money that it will cost to make the nec

essary changes to downtown to make it an oby:
ous cultural district, will no doubt be returned onc
the district gets going. It is one of the wisest in.
vestments to come along in quite a while.

In a time when the threat of school budg:
cuts is always looming, it is nice to see some nes |
educational opportunities spring up when the

may be needed the most.

Students who are wise will take note of thi
proposal and take advantage of it when it is red
ized. It is a chance to have a true, hands-on lcam:

ing experience. R

Bathroom fires show students’ immaturity, waste mone

BURNING UP OPs’S DEcoMpos/NG FUNDS
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Sex education is working.
So schools should take a clue and

i change it
\ccording to a study released by
- Center for Disease Control and
avention (CDC), over the last de-
e, the percentage of high school
dents who said they were virgins
[ risen considerably. Last year, 56

~ percent of stu-
DITORIAL dents said they
ssseeese virgins
he opinion of — while 46 percent
e FDGE staff

were

said they were

not.

\mong the students who did
¢ intercourse, 57.9 percent said
ed condoms, up from 46.2
ot last decade. There was also a
rease in those students who said
v had four or more sexual part-
['his decade 14.2 percent
umed this, whereas 18.4 percent
id this in 1992,

A, T Y =
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tatistics show sex education works

Photo by KAITLIN JESSING-BUTZTHE EDGE

A feasible reason for the change
statistics is that the information be-
g taught in sex ed classes is seeping
to the heads of students and stay-
¢ there. Teens should be taught all

and ways to prevent sexually trans-
mitted diseased and other things that
go along with having sex. And cur-
rently, they are. If students are edu-

wise decisions and abstain from hav-
ing sex in high school. If schools only
teach abstinence, teens are more likely
to rebel and decide it is better for
them to have sex than to listen to their

rent sex education curriculum is re-
tained, they will be able to make edu-
cated decisions.

Teens have the ability to make

educated decisions and the results of

cated about all aspects of the subject
at hand, they are more likely to make

¢ ramifications of sexual activity

the CDC test corroborate that.

sex ed teacher.Moreover, if the cur-

irls golf

Congratulations to the girls golf team for making it to the state compe-
tion for the first time ever. This talented team has many young players,
tting it up for years of continued success. These ladies are representing
emselves and Central very well and should be extremely proud of all of
eir victories and accomplishments.

atino Leaders

This club has been giving back to the community by tutoring at the
oy’s and Girl’s Club. With all of the talk about how teens never do anything
ut cause trouble, it is refreshing to see a group of young people who are
-presenting themselves, their generations and their school so well. The group
1embers also get to have the satisfaction of knowing they have truly helped

meone else.

awkins Construction workers S i

As the weather grows colder, students will see the construction workers
s and less. But no one should forget all of the hard work they put in over
e summer and into the school year to improve the school and for all of its
dents.

applause & boos

After-school matinee

This year, the matinee performance of the fall musical has been moved
to after school instead of during the day. This eliminates the long-standing
tradition of the matinees, plus makes it impossible for students who have
after school obligations to attend. The matinee has always been a treasured
break in the school day for many students and it is too bad that is gone.

Bathroom fires

Certain people trying to act “rebellious” or “cool” at the beginning of
the year seemed to think that the way to express it was through setting fires
or lighting smoke bombs in the school bathrooms. Not only are these a
nuisance, but they sometimes lead to fire drills, which waste class time and
district money.

Standardized testing days

+12Once again; a half day has been' chosen as the perfect opportunity to
give underclassmen standardized tests and have seniors go on job shadows.
Once again, it is a waste of time that bores students and does not really teach
them anything. There are much more creative and productive things that
could be done with these shortened days.

NOVEMBER 19,202 9







UNO Aviation Institute

The University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Aviation Institute offers degrees in aviation
administration and aviation flight. Our facilities are located in Allwine Hall on the fourth
floor as well as the Durham Science Center. where we base our flight simulators (PC-
ATD). In the aviation program, we are not only offering degrees. but also many activities
for students to participate in.

Flying Mavericks Flight Team:
Join this great team and compete against other aviation schools in America.

Alpha Eta Rho:
The aviation professional fraternity has many trips each year to see what goes on
behind-the-scenes at aviation businesses throughout the Midwest.

Women in Aviation:
Join the newest organization offered by the UNOALI, and promote women in
aviation. Also attend the National meeting located in different states annually.

Internships and Scholarships:
The Aviation Institute has a multitude of internships and scholarships available

for all students. Some of the internships include Mutual of Omaha Flight Department.
Suburban Air Freight, Midwest Express Airlines, the SAC museum, and many others.

For more information, visit out our site at;

http://ai.unomaha.edu
or call to set up an appointment:

(402) 554-3424

You’re Invited to a Special Event:
Tuesday, November 19, 2002

Former National Transportation Safety Board member Greg Feith will
speak to students about accident investigations and aviation safety. This
lecture will be held on the campus of UNO in the Alumni Center from 6:00
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. There is no need to RSVP.




Holidays

Happier

With a new job at West you'll have more $7 50 Per hour
®

cash to help pay off your holiday bills.

Don't worry about money this holiday
season. Apply at West today and put more cheer into your holidays.

Financial Services Representatives

You will handle incoming calls for a variety of financial services including credit card applications,
fund transfers, purchase authorizations, credit. card verification and activation, as well as mortgage
applications and equity loans.

Marketing Sales Representatives

You will receive specialized training on specific products. We will rely on you to use this product
knowledge to convert inquiries from incoming callers into sales when applicable.

Qualifications: Clear, distinct speaking voice * Ability to type 15 wpm * Good spelling skills
Apply Now! Sunday, Noon-2:30 p.m.

Monday-VWednesday, 9 a.m.—6 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.

west

9910 Maple Street * Omaha * 571-3200
Job Line: 573-2999

P‘
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ARE VENDING MACHINES THE NUISANCE
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tudents will make right choices

For many students, lunch
snt mean a chicken patty on a
, orange juice, tater tots and
colate milk anymore.

For some, it means a pack of

high-fat food is more than obvious.
All of the concerned parents out
there should stop focusing the blame
for their children’s poor eating habits
on the school and start thinking

nkies, a bottle of Coke
a bag of potato chips.
Obviously this is not a

EDITORIAL

about how they can change
eating habits at home.
If students are taught at

‘balanced diet, butonce The opinion of  p,me about eating properly,
Rlcnts reach high school the EDGE staft they will not go crazy when
should be trusted to they step into school and see

¢ their own dietary decisions.
M Which is why the vending ma-
bes in school should not have to
rmoved or replaced just because
recent fuss over how unhealthy
tems sold in them are. In schools
nd the country, proposals have
made to remove vending ma-
es filled with high-fat foods and
-filled sodas.
Prudents should know better
to eat nothing but junk food
ay long. By the time anyone has
ed ninth grade, the difference
cen healthy food and sugary,

a vending machine.

They may get an after-school
snack from one on occasion, but it
will not become a habit to purchase
all of their meals from the machine.

Concerned parents should also
realize that many students purchase
unhealthy items in the lunchroom.

Government regulations regard-
ing free and reduced-price lunches re-

quire all vending machines to:ﬁb_@_f_-"
turned off during the lunch hours so

there is no sales competition.
So except for students who buy
junk food earlier in the day and save

it for lunch, those who crave a bag of
chips with their lunches must buy it
in the cafeteria.

Healthy eating is very important
for teenagers. They are going through
a period in life where they experience
most of their growth and develop-
ment.

Teenage girls are especially in
need of good eating habits, as they
need a lot of calcium while they are
young to protect them against os-
teoporosis.

But teenagers are also old enough

‘to make their own decisions about

what they put into their bodies.

They need to be trusted to make
informed decisions about what to eat.

The vast majority of students do
not eat exclusively out of vending ma-
chines. While their eating habits may
not always be optimum, they have the
right idea most of the time.

Give young people a little credit
and in the end, they will make the

right choice. a3

Should vending machines
be allowed in schools?

“Yes. Some people think school
food is nasty, so instead, they eat
junk food. It should be an op-
tion.”

Robert Yarbrough, 10

“Yeah, I think students are old
enough to control their own
diet. We're all old enough to
make our own decisions.”

Matt Brown, 12

“Yes, because I don’t have a
lunch period and get hungry af-
ter seventh period, so I eat junk
food. I should be able to buy
those foods.”

Andrea Aguilar, 12

“Yes, because if we don’t spend
our money at school getting
food, then we're going to spend
it elsewhere getting the food
anyway.”

Mark Parchment, 12

November 19,202 11
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Dance means wasted chancel

High school is full of wasted opportunities.
Homecoming is one of them.

Whether it’s more of a waste to attend or not
I guess I'll never know. I've never been to home-
coming.

For the past four years 1 always told myself,
“IfI don’t go this year, I'll go as a senior.” Now I've
missed my chance.

Maybe it says something about procrastina-
tion or maybe I'm just a dateless loser. Whatever
the case, I may have missed an integral part of the
“high school experience.”

Nostalgia looms around the corner.

Thirty years from now, I see myself sitting at
the bar in some downtown hellhole reflecting on
how not going to homecoming ruined my life.

Never being able to magically dance the
night away and then shack up before cur-
few will gnaw away at my soul. A bro-
ken shell of a human, my life will have
become as black and empty as my al-
cohol-saturated liver.

Any remaining high school
acquaintances will have long
deserted me.

)extraneous phrases
A Column By Doug Meigs

Ostracized from the community, 1 will turn
into a recluse, shouting my woes from the street
corner as | throw road kill at passing cars in a
drunken stupor.

“Darn high school dances.”

Hiccup.

“Ruinin’ my life.”

Hiccup and pause to fling a freshly mashed
pile of raccoon.

“Why didn’t I buy dat ticket?”

Hiccup.

“Why did I waste away my schooling?”

Another hiccup and fleshy projectile. A car
swerves as the unidentifiable animal smears across
the windshield. He swears something out the win-
dow along the lines of “Why don’t you go to home-
coming, loser?”

I have no idea how the person
knew my predicament.
Over the years, my
\ » absence from the
event must have mu-
tated my physical ap-
pearance into a mass of hope-
less dilapidation.
. Why didn’t I take advan-
tage of DECA, or chess club or
showerin’ after gym class? Then
again, maybe some opportunities
were better avoided.
Regardless, I have no regrets.
From all I've gathered, Central’s
homecoming is synonymous
with boredom.
Anyone who says otherwise
is a liar, or at least that’s what
I’ll tell myself.
I didn’t really want
to go anyway.
Seeing as |
would have un-

doubtedly been just another addition 1, (|, @

soming wallflowers, it doesnt seem like | . #
out on much.
If anything, my absence from th . g
provide an opportunity to glorify high «
Looking back, my ignorance of th nighl

allow for any and every wonderful scenarios @
place that could have, but probably would) 8
happened.
In my mind, I could have had the beg @
of my life. I could have married a supem
saved the world, won homecoming kin¢. icha
world peace and found a cure for AIDS, S
*All of this could have happened in one
in the a crepe paper covered gym, filled with#
ing adolescents in overpriced dresses and ung
fortable dress shoes. :
In this case, I saved $12 and any posii8
jection after making zero attempts to <rag: 48
Dancing is like, not cool anyway.
Playing video games with anv o
homecomingly-challenged male counterpui
much more fulfilling. Who needs social everg
any of that?
Besides, Nintendo doesn't expect correa§
quette or a corsage. Watch out Mario, vour
new girlfriend.
Forget about contraception, I can score:
my game console.
No more risk of STDs or the trouble of §
ing condom:s.
I don't even have to bathe anymore.
Sitting on a lazy-boy coated in musk and
old popcorn far out weighs the bothersome§
of dressing up.
Pants are optional.
Whatever the decision, it’s all part of g0
up.
Everyone has four years of waiting fromig
August to early June, making what counsclors®
petually refer to as life-shaping decisions.
Not going to homecoming may not hafg
fected my life in the slightest.
Or maybe it has. I'll just have to wait and
how my life unfolds. '
It will all make sense in retrospect. Or n#
it won't.
After all, I never went.
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[ hate children with a passion. I
Id not be the person you would
1 10 hire to baby-sit your children.

Il vou arrive at home and they’re
( tuped to the ceiling fan, it wasn't
fult. They wouldn’t shut up.

[ love nothing more than to hear
urvear old ramble on about some-
p that happened last night.

He tends to say the same thing
« and over again, but gets abso-
|\ nothing across.

Lor example, “My dog, my dog,
my dog, and the carpet, blue car-
.mv mommy, the door went ‘errr’,
i she made a face like this.”

['he child then tries to imitate his
ther by twisting his face until he
ks constipated.

\s the baby sitter, I try to pay

hﬁ(,ﬁ;

e e .

partial attention to him and infer that
the dog did something to the carpet
that made the mom angry.

The majority of the time I just
refer to Plan B: smile, tell him that’s
nice and bribe him with the bag full
of candy that one should have stashed
away for just such an emergency.

Baby-sitting isn’t so bad because
you only have to put up with them
for a few hours at a time, and then
they go back to the overjoyed parents
who are now shelling out $50.

Choosing to have children of
your own is a different story entirely.

The baby may look cute in the
beginning. All the little clothes and
tiny shoes you get to buy in prepara-
tion of the baby certainly seems fun
at the time.

A Column by Danielle Welty

You see new parents crouched
over their child with looks on their
faces of delight. That’s just the par-
ents losing all sense of reality as a re-
sult of lack of sleep.

All of those sleepless nights be-
come petty in comparison to what is
to come further on down the road,
those lovely adolescent years.

As the child grows up he will
undoubtedly resent you, and all of the
money you spent cleaning the choco-
late stains out of that once white sofa,
time running back and forth between
school events and the effort you put
into teaching him how to tie his
shoes, is quickly forgotten.

Some parents attempt to fix this
problem with a guilt trip.

To the adolescent, you sound like

chuckie’s corner

focus

hildren cause pain, irritation

one of the teachers off of “Charlie
Brown.” Then he decides to wander
off, eat junk food and watch televi-
sion for an average of four hours a
day, doing a great job at being lazy.
Eventually he will move out.
That may be the best day of your life.
If he is a successful young adult
who plans on attending a college,
leaving will occur after high school.
If he’s anything like my uncle, he
won't leave until the morning of his
27th birthday. Then it will only hap-
pen after all of his belongings have
been tossed out onto the lawn and
several apartments have been high-
lighted in the classifieds.
The world is overpopulated. So
do it a favor, make the right decision

and don't add to the problem. E

I hate the boy’s locker room.

I'he long journey I have all the way down nine
hts of stairs, yeah I hate that, too.

The stench one encounters in the large, win-
vless room, where hundreds of sweaty guys who
¢ just come from their gym classes where they
the mile, played football or lifted weights, yeah
ate that smell as well.

The crowded rows of lockers where one must
iceze between other guys with the risk of bump-
;into one of them, interrupting their changing
cess and getting yelled at for it, I hate that.

The frequent graffiti that shows up on the walls
ide the locker room advertising for Omaha’s fin-
gangs, I guess you could say I hate that, too.

But don’t get me wrong here, I love gym class.
an casy grade and also provides a break in the
tic day of being a student.

Gym gives you a reprieve from the thought of
w tough school is or how you're not prepared
F 4 test next hour.

A Column By Charlie Wence

~ However, if it weren’t for Omaha Public School
requirements, I wouldn’t be taking gym class and
would get out of school at 2 p.m.

I guess you could say the only downside about
gym is the journey to the locker room, changing,
walking in and out of the crowded rooms, come
back, changing and leaving on time.

Inside the locker room, the coach’s office al-
ways makes me laugh. The gym teachers talk and
watch film of last week’s game in the enclosed of-
fice with their comfortable leather chairs with full
view of all of us in the dirty, smelly locker room.

The rental lines where all the kids who forgot
their gym shorts or their gym clothes are also quite
unorganized. A line of 15 kids wait around for a
teacher to take collateral and 50 cents in exchange
for the privilege of wearing gym shorts.

There’s a room where everyone puts their back-
packs. Once: dlegymﬂassm over, 50 guys rush
into a room no larger than 30 square feet to claim
their backpacks, then try to get out of the extremely

oyage to gy class has treacherous pitfalls

small room without being crushed, tripping over
something or falling flat on their faces.

After claiming our belongings, we all head for
the exit doors to return to our classes throughout
the school. Every kid huddles close to the doors,
hoping to get out first.

I have nothing against W,
the people who rtake a&
gym or the teachers. I
just hate the experience
of traveling to the boy’s
locker room and deal-

ing with inconve-
niences | en-
counter.
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GRANDPA’S C-MART

and Grandma’s Deli

Grocery Store of convenience serving Dundee

PLUS: Plenty of front door parking
Family owned and operated (Dundee residents for
30 years)

Frozen Food

Fresh Produce

Wide variety of fresh deli and frozen meats
Money Orders

ATM Inside

Food Stamps Accepted

Soft Serve Ice Cream

Competitive Milk and Bread Prices

Courteous, Friendly Service

Home of “Fewer steps if you need fewer items”

5018 Underwood

556-2326
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“Photo courlesy of the Susman

ah Susman smiles in her stroller. Her older sister Katie used to take her for frequent walks in the park. Sarah died on April

, 2002 from a fever that caused her to have seizures.
By Paula Salhany

Senior Katie Susman still vividly remembers the day her sister died.
Her mother called during school and told her that her 6-year-old sister
h had gone brain dead.

[t started out with a simple ear infection. Sarah had been to the doctor

everything was okay. She just needed antibiotics. So her mom took her

he store to get the medicine, and when they returned to the car, she
ed to have seizures. An ambulance was called and she was rushed to the
ital. ;

“The doctors said the seizures began because her temperature rose to
degrees,” Katie said. “But she had been in and out of the hospital so
h that my mom told me it was not that big of a deal.”

So Katie never again got to see the happy-go-lucky Sarah she had known
six years.

“The next time I saw her she was gone,” she said. “It looked like she was
ep, but I knew she wasn't. It was awful.”

Sarah Susman died on April 18, 2002, about three days after being ad-
ted into the hospital.

Katie is the eldest of three children. She had dealt with the death of two
er siblings before. Sarah’s twin sister Elizabeth died when she was 19
nths old from a fungal infection in one of the tubes she was hooked up
Because the twins were born premature, they were both born with major
Ith problems. Before that, her baby brother, Michael, died at birth be-
se his lungs were not developed enough.

“Michael’s death made my mother want to have more children,” Katie
1. “She had to have in-vitro fertilization to have Sarah and Elizabeth.”
She said each death was harder to deal with than the last because each
pe the child was a little older. Sarah, she said, was a part of the family’s
ryday life.

“With Michael it was hard because we lost a baby,” she said. “But my
mother didn’t know him so it wasn’t nearly as hard as when Elizabeth or
Sarah died.”

In some ways it brought the family together, in other ways it tore it
apart. Katie said her parents got a divorce after Elizabeth’s death and now,
when the family is together, there is a noticeable piece missing.

But Sarah’s death affected her mother the most.

“My mom made Sarah her life,” she said. “She is a computer program-
mer, but she would leave work to be at her side in the hospital. She would do
anything for her.”

Many of Sarah’s teachers commended her mother for being so support-
ive, especially when many parents of disabled children aren’t as involved in
their child’s development, Katie said.

Thinking about Sarah still makes Katie cry.Whenever she thinks about
her sister, she remembers how she was always happy. She remembers how she
loved to be read to and how she loved to sing. Katie remembers one time
when she was singing with Bel Canto at the Madrigal Dinner. She was sup-
posed to read a Dr. Seuss book out loud to everyone and once she started,
her sister got so excited she laughed and clapped throughout the whole story.

“Even though she was blind, she could still recognize my voice,” she
said. “She was just so happy.”

Katie used to take her for walks in her stroller and read books. They
would eat ice cream together and whenever Katie was having a bad day, all
she had to do was play with Sarah for a while and everything would be
better.

“Her room is still the same as it used to be, so I'll walk by it and look in
and she won't be there,” she said. “I don’t realized that she’s dead. It just
seems like she’s gone and she’ll be coming back soon. But then it hits me.”

Katie said she is just hoping to get through Sarah’s birthday. E |
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Math teacher beats odds of rare allme

By Paula Salhany

The feeling of paralysis still baffles Greg Sand.

It started when he was watching the Arizona/
Nebraska football game. His legs began to go stiff
“like when you run for a long distance without
stretching before hand,” he said.

He said he thought it was only muscle sore-
ness, but as the Saturday night turned into Sun-
day morning, it only got worse. He said he could
hardly get up off the couch, but managed to do
that, take a shower and try to put his socks on for
church.

“It’s amazing how hard it is to put on elastic
socks when your legs don’t work,” he said.

From the time he got up off the couch, went
to church and then went out for Thai food, he
had collapsed four times.

When he tried to get out of the booth at the
restaurant, he couldn’t do it.

His legs and arms simply wouldn’t work.

So a friend he was with and one of the wait-
ers carried him out to the car and he was taken to
the hospital.

“My friend pulled up to the emergency room
and went to go get triage while I waited in the
car,” he said.

By this time his legs were completely useless
and his arms were beginning to give out as well.

“But the nurse came out and told me to put
my arms around his neck and he would put me
in the wheelchair,” he said. “I told him that I
wasn't going to be able to do that.”

Sand said the nurse didn’t understand what
he was talking about and tried to pull him up
and into the chair. He fell onto the cement.

The paralysis progressed up both legs, both
arms and down his left side.

But once in the hospital, Sand said the doc-
tors couldn’t seem to figure out what was wrong.

Doctor upon doctor came into his room ask-
ing him questions and making him tell the story
of what had happened over and over again. They
ran every type of test. They ran MRI’s, blood tests,
took 10 vials of blood and did a spinal tap.

The only thing they could come up with was
a neurological disease called Guillon Beret. If this
was the case and he didn’t get any better, he would
have to go on a ventilator and have a plasma trans-
fusion.

“It was really pretty scary thinking about be-
ing hooked up to a vent,” Sand said.

But when he was tested, everything came
back negative.

So Sand was in a hospital bed, unable to move

16 THEEDGE

Photo by PAULA SALHANY THE N

Greg Sand gets his blood pressure taken by school nurse Jenny Conahan. Because
a hyperactive thyroid disease, he has to take his vitals twice a day.



it for 24 hours.
“Finally, this neurologist came in
< me and within five minutes he
‘It's Grave's disease,”” he said.
Graves disease is a type of thy-
disease.
\ccording to the American Thy-
\ssociation (ATA), this disease
wencral over activity of the entire
otd ;;]d!ld,
[ Grave's disease, antibodies
1 the surface of the thyroid mak-
the thyroid produce more hor-
s, which resule in an overactive
oid.
Onee the doctors knew what was
ne. they were able to give him
wsitim treatments and painkillers
within 12 hours he was able to
small steps.

‘It was really weird to go from

being fine to not being able to move
and then being able to take a few
small steps,” he said.

The way the disease manifested
itself was unusual, he said.

“Usually there are symptoms that
manifest themselves in a shorter pe-
riod of time with symptoms such as
muscle soreness, weakness and weight
loss,” he said. “Being paralyzed al-
most never happens.”

In fact, he said when doctors
looked in the computers to find simi-
lar cases they could only find one case
of a 41-year-old African-American
male.

They could not find any cases
involving a Caucasian male.

Because it took doctors so long
to figure out what was really wrong
with him, the effects of paralysis took

a toll on his body.

He said he became addicted to
the pain medicine they gave him and
because his blood pressure was so
high for so long, doctors were con-
cerned there may have been perma-
nent damage done to his heart.

“While I was coming off the pain
killers, I was told to drink as much
water as possible,” he said. “In one
day I drank 10 pitchers of water.”

The paralysis and the effects of
the disease have taken a toll on Sand’s
life.

He used to be a very energetic
person who slept little and was always
doing something.

Now, his body is constantly tired
and he sleeps more than he ever has.

He has to take radioactive iodine

to get rid of his thyroid.

voices

But this type of therapy, accord-
ing to the ATA, works to cure the
disease within three to six months.

In the mean time, he has to take
his blood pressure twice a day, take
multiple pills every day and has to
go on a low iodine diet.

“Stress is now a much bigger con-
cern in my life,” he said. “My im-
mune system is depressed and [ have
a hard time keeping up with my usual
pace.”

Though it is difficult, he said his
teaching has not been impaired.

He said this is mainly because he
has taught these classes before and is
able to build on what he already
knows.

“It (Grave’s disease) is curable,
though,” he said. “That’s the good
thing.” E |

ancer survwor glad to be back in classroom

her the tests had come back positive. She had malignant melanoma, the
least common but most serious type of skin cancer. She said she was hardly
ever sick and the news that she had skin cancer came as a total shock.

She remembers crying when she found out and when she told her fam-

Photo by PAULA SALHANY/THE EDGE
lli Priebe quiets her clothing class after the bell. This is her

ily, they all cried together.
“They were pretty upset,

” Priebe said. “

[ think it was hardest on my

husband and my son. My daughter did not see me at my worst because she

was away at college.”

Priebe had surgery to remove the cancer on July 20 at Immanuel Hos-
pital. Doctors had to remove the tumor and do a skin graft because it was
such a large area. Her family had to wait for three long hours until the

surgery was finally over.

The surgery was a success, but Priebe had to undergo almost a year of
chemotherapy treatments. The treatments killed any remnants of the tu-
mor, but they also made her extremely sick.

“A lot of my hair fell out,” she said. “I got really bad headaches all the
time and it made me really tired. I had no energy.”

Priebe said that at one point she was getting chemotherapy daily. A

5t semester back after having skin cancer.

neighbor would take her to the hospital and her husband would leave early
to pick her up. In the fall of 2001, she finally felt ready to go back to school.
But that did not last long. She was still undergoing chemotherapy treat-
ments and had not yet regained all of her strength.

“I tried to start the school year. I lasted one day and then took leave for
the rest of the year,” she said. “I was there the day the freshmen came and I
had a treatment that day. My department head took one look at me and said
she was calling a sub. I was a wreck.”

Even though she is done with the chemotherapy and there is no’ evi-
dence that the cancer spread, Priebe still has to go to see her doctor every
four months for a checkup. She said she was lucky to have caught the tumor
so early on. If she had not, there was a chance the cancer would have spread
to her brain and many other places on her body.

By Laura Diesing

Kelli Priebe said she had always been very careful about wearing sun-
cen, but she never thought to wear a hat.

Last year Priebe, a family and consumer science teacher, spent countless

rsin a hospital receiving chemotherapy treatments, all because she over-
pked one tiny detail. She never wore a hat when she went outside.

Because of this minor mistake, she now has to wear a hairpiece to hide
F scars left behind from having a cancerous growth removed.

“They weren't sure how long I had it,” she said. “I just noticed a growth
the back of my head.”

She quickly went to see her doctor about it and had to have a biopsy
ne. On July 11, 2001, Priebe received a phone call from her doctor telling
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Sophomore refuses to slow down because of disey

By Kaitlin Jessing-Butz

Everyday Charita B rown follows a specific rou-
tine.

She gives herself four injections of insulin, af-
ter which she always has something to eat, and
tests her blood sugar four times to make sure it is
at the right lev el.

Brown said that since diagnosis of Type I1 dia-
betes at age 7, she has had to go through all of
these steps to ensue that she stays healthy. Alice
Jar dee, a r egistered nurse and cer tified diabetes edu-
cator at the U niversity of Nebraska M edical Cen-
ter, said the number of people with Type II diabe-
tes has been increasing steadily in recent years.

Brown said she has to check her blood sugar
to make sure it is within the range that is best for
her, between 70-150 milligrams per deciliter .

“I have to know whether it is too high or too
low,” she said.

Brown's mother is a diabetic as well, which
Brown said made it easier to adjust after she r e-
ceived the news. She said she has a diabetic cousin
and uncle as well. Jar dee said Type IT diabetes has
a tendency to run in families.

To keep herself healthy, Brown also has to
watch what she ears. S he said she is supposed to
take measur es like drinking diet soda instead of
regular to keep her sugar intake at an acceptable
level.

“We're supposed to basically eat sugar-fr ee
candy,” she said.

When she has been eating well for a while and
her blood sugar is at a good level, Brown said she
can occasionally treat herself to a bit of r egular
candy or something else with sugat

[f B rown does not eat right after injecting her-
self with insulin, she said she could hae an insu-
lin reaction. She said most of the times ractions
happen, they come on as something esembling a
seizure, but if the blood sugar gets too law, a coma
is possible.

Brown said she remembered having an insu-
lin reaction at chur ch when she was younger. She
was leaving the choir rafters after per  forming when
the attack hitand said she did not r emember any-
thing after that until the time she woke up in her
grandmother’s car.

“Sometimes you can remember what’s going
on, other times you wont,” she said.

When an attack hits during sleep , Brown said
it can be har d to realiz e what exactly is happening
to her.

“You wornt really know if you are there or
here,” she said.
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During the actual school day, Brown only gies
herself one of the four shots she takes daily. She
said she just has to go to the nursé office and give
herself the injection.

She said she does not measue her life up to
other students’ lives who do not haw to deal with
medical issues.

When she thinks about the future, Brown said
she is optimistic about the pospect of finding a

Photo By KAITLIN JESSING-BUTZTH
Sophomore Charita Brown gives herself one of the four insulin injections that
must have each day. Brown has to give herself the shots to keep her blood sugar
right level.

cure for her type of diabetes, but she has not i
of any developments so far. Jar dee said ther
been extensive resear ch on curing diabetes thr
har vesting insulin-poducing cells. l

“What they ar e hoping is that they can 8
by preventing it from happening,” she said. §

Brown said she does not see anyway thu
betes will interfer e with any of her plans for
future.

tl
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ill used for more than protection

%

~ The birth control pill

can be used for
much more than just
birth control. Many
women take it for
migraines, menstral
pain and hormonal
imbalances.

Photo by PAULA SALHANY/THE EDGE

Legino said. He said usually the
prescriptions are in a low dosage and
multiphase or monophase form.

He said that the most common age
for females to go on the pill for sexual pro-
tection is 16.

By lillian Risavi
Senior Abby Humpal is
example of using birth con-

| notonly for sexual protection,
also for assistance in preventing
treating medical conditions.
Humpal said she began taking a birth The most common reason females go on the
trol pill in April partially for a problem with pill is not for sexual protection, but for control of their

praine headaches, a hormonal imbalance and for protection during sexual —menstrual cycle, cramps and acne control, he said.

ivity. Legino said that the side-effects of the pill vary with the individual tak-
She said that she did not go talk to her mother first about going on the ing it.

3 ; He said that some of the effects may be fluid retention, weight gain or

‘I thought I was old enough to make the decision on my own,” she said.  loss and on the emotional side, depression.

Her mother’s reaction, she said, was of shock at first. Humpal said she “There about 22 side-effects,” Legino said.
s concerned that her mother would think that she went on the pill be- One of the only effects Humpal said she had when she began taking the
se she was seriously dating someone at the time. pill was a decrease in the pain and frequency of her headaches.

Humpal said that her mom understood since her mother didn’t tell her Humpal said that with the responsibility of having sex comes the re-
ther either when she first began to take the pill. sponsibility of having a child. She said that people should wait until they are

Lonny Legino, M.D. of Obstetrics and Gynecology, said that there are ~ with someone they trust and know because after sex everything changes.
iltiple forms of birth control for females, some being contraceptive pills, “With no protection, you're just asking to get pregnant,” Humpal said.
* patch and injections. “I don't understand it, personally.”

The contraceptive pill comes in different varieties of forms and dosages, She said her friends who are sexually active take precautions like her to
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New club strives for
fair animal treatment

Central’s newest addition to its collection of
clubs, CHEETA, Central High Education for
Ethical Treatment of Animals, is attracting mem-
bers in and outside of the school walls.

CHEETA was started by Catherine Kennedy,
an ESL teacher, in an effort to raise awareness of
animal rights in students.

“I am a lifelong supporter of animal causes,”
Kennedy said.

The club is planning on taking trips to the
zoo and horse stables, not to mention having a
guest speaker talk at one of the meetings about
the West Nile Virus and winter care for pets.

CHEETA is also hoping to have the former
owner of a vegetarian restaurant teach the mem-
bers how to cook vegetarian meals.

“One of the main reasons for the club is to
show people a different point of view than what

they would normally see in the Midwest,” senior
Adam Christensen said.

The group will be selling chocolate to help

raise money for animal rights organizations. Right .

now it is working with the Humane Society, the
200, local veterinarians, National Wildlife
Autobahn Society and the Coalition for Animal
Protection.

If the club keeps attracting people like it is
now, Kennedy said she hopes that CHEETA will

return next year.

Pom Squad rises to
last year’s challenge

Pom Squad has a ot to live to up this year.
Being in the shadow of a squad that had a bid to
nationals under its belt is never easy.

Jennifer Yin and the squad’s sponsor Tarah
Jansen said that this ycars squad will be just as
good.

This summer, Pom Squad went home with a
superior trophy, around 47 superior ribbons and
two excellent ribbons.

Jansen said the squad is planning on compet-
ing in the State Spirit Spectacular in November

“We've been invited to a few others, but we
aren't sure,” Jansen said.
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be protected during sexual activity.

Humpal said that places like Planned Par-
enthood are a great idea for females who want to
be more discrete.

A clinical assistant at Planned Parenthood
said that they provide gynecological exams, sexu-
ally transmitted disease testing, pregnancy tests,
counseling and birth control methods.

According to Planned Parenthood, birth con-
trol methods that are offered are the pill, two
different shots, the Intra Uterine Device (IUD),
diaphragm, condoms and foams.

A Planned Parenthood spokesperson said it
provides almost the same gynecological exams
that any regular physician would provide but it
is more confidential and it provides counseling.

Senior Jessica Richart said she didn’t want to
get pregnant and so she didn't want to take the
chance.

She said that she is emotionally not ready to
have sex and that she is still too young to take
that step.

The choice to not have sex is not only from
her religious background, but also the way she
was brought up, she said.

Richart said that she believes there is some-
thing magical in saying that she will only make

— pregancy, acne, excess
-Risks :Weight gain or body hair, cancer of
loss, nausea, vomiting, the overies
changes in mood,
depression Information courtesy of Planned Parenth
Graphic by ROB HUNTER'THE E¥

love to one person.
People who use birth control are being f
enough to not randomly take the chancey
ting pregnant easier or catching a nuuallx
mitted disease, she said.
“I’s a decision made by each and every '.
vidual,” Richart said.
She said that contraceptives are good
she does not think anyone is ready 10 be,
at this age. .
She said it dcpcnds on the \illl.i[i(m.':
asked she would recommend adopiion
one who is unsure what to do.
Legino said that he recommends p;ui:.-.
make an appointment with their docor;, |
He also said that if the person is und:§
she should come in with one of her pary,
discuss the reasons for taking the pill and s
fects of taking it. ¢
Some of the benefits are treating n
conditions such as uterine and ovarian e
decrease blood loss in anemia and the diy
in sexual transmitted diseases.
“Birth control has improved over the i
Legino said. “Attention has gone to its sié
fects to make it conducive to the needs o'§
patient.”

Information on
THE
- 5 in 100 women who use

. the pill get pregnant the
b first year of use

I in 1,000 women who us
combination pills becom

_: from $50 to $150

-Depending on brand,?
prescription can cod
about $20 to $30 a month

- Benifits: Can
prevent ectopic




By Kaitlin Jessing-Butz
I'his year’s sophomore class is the first one
w0 through the school’s new set of required
| studies classes, department head Carol
1 :."l‘ ".’lilL
(hanges in standards set by the state board
' education prompted the new guidelines for
he required social studies classes students take
ach vear.

“The new organization of curriculum is not
hat much different,” Hipp said. “We had to add
conomics.”

Under the old curriculum, students took
vorld geography as freshmen, a semester of gov-
rnment as sophomores, American history as jun-
iors and world history as seniors.

There were honors options available for
freshmen and sophomores, as well as the option
for Advanced Placement American history for
juniors and Advanced Placement European his-
tory for seniors.

However, Hipp said, under the new plan,
freshmen take United States history, sophomores
take one semester each of economics and geog-
raphy, juniors will take world history and seniors
will take government.

There are honors options for U.S. history,
cconomics and geography.

There will be AP world history next year for
juniors, which is a change from previous years
when students took European history as the AP
alternative to world.

“We had to change to (AP) world, where you
get more of a global perspective,” Hipp said.

Seniors who want to take AP government
will have to take a full-year class, while those who
do not will only have the class for a semester, she
said.

Another new AP option for students is the
possibility of AP geography. Hipp said she will
be going into the current honors geography
classes during second quarter to decide whether
or not students will be ready for the AP curricu-
lum.

Hipp said the course is college level and
much more intensive than any of the school’s
regular courses.

“It will be more rigorous, more writing and
analysis,” Hipp said.

Sophomore Ellen Mickle is currently en-

ew guidelines result in
ew social studies classes

rolled in honors Geography and is considering
taking the AP test. However, Mickle said she has
not received many details about how much prepa-
ration she will have to go through in order to
take the test.

The department had been planning on mak-
ing the requirement changes for the past four
years or so, Hipp said, and implemented them
with last year’s freshmen.

She said that since geography and econom-
ics do not have actual textbooks, except for some
in the honors classes, the department did not have
to worry about purchasing new books for those
classes.

With the new changes, certain classes, such
as AP American history were left out of the new
curriculum, but Hipp said there may be a way
for students to still take the class should they have
the interest.

“Maybe in the future it will be an elective,”
she said.

Junior Jonathan Albright is currently en-
rolled in AP American history and said it is a
very useful class for his future.

“It’s really challenging, it teaches you things
that you need to know later for college,” he said.

Albright said the option of AP geography
seemed less important than AP American his-
tory.

“Geography is not as important. It is im-
portant, but it’s not like you have to know,” he
said.

Hipp said the change addition of U.S. his-
tory to freshman curriculum makes sense because
it helps build on what students learn in eighth
grade.

“You start in eighth grade and you basically
finish it ninth grade,” Hipp said.

Albright said he thought taking geography
in the ninth grade was smart because students
could learn it earlier and then use the informa-
tion they learned later on, in classes like AP Eu-
ropean history.

“I think it’s better the way that I had it,” he
said.

However, Mickle said both of the course
tracks had good transitions between the differ-
ent subjects.

“There’s not much of a difference to me it

seems,” she said.

Skateboarders soar to

beginning of new year

The skateboarding club has some big things
planned for its second year at Central.

“Last year was our test run,” senior Donald
Southard, the president of the club, said.

Members can look forward to more skate com-
petitions, but this year there will be a few changes.

Last year the club held its competition at the
Salvation Army Skate Park. Southard said that
now it will be held somewhere else because the
Salvation Army only allows Christian music at its
park.

Southard said that a surprisingly large amount
of people showed up to watch the 12 skateboard-
ing club members compete. He said that there will
be two or three competitions this year and hopes
to see a large turnout again.

Christy Mills, the club’s sponsor, said she was
a part of the skate group when she was in high
school and thinks that it is a positive outlet for
kids to hang out at and meet new people.

“Skate club is a lot of fun,” Southard said. “We
hang out and watch skate videos. It’s a good ex-
cuse to skate at school.”

Mills said the club is always looking for new
members as long as they are committed.

“As long as you want to have fun, come to

skate club,” Southard said.

Students learn, have

fun in new CHS club

The Tae Kawan Do club has only been around
for one full semester, but sponsor Sgt. Sharon
Cooper said she thinks it has been a success.

Cooper has taken Tae Kwan Do for many years
from her instructor, Micheal Storm, who now in-
structs the club.

Storm, a fifth degree black belt, comes to Cen-
tral for every club meeting, bringing along two
other second degree black belt instructors.

The students are split up into smaller groups
and get more one-on-one attention from the in-
structors to work on moves from their own skill
levels. '

Cooper said she has high hopes for the future
of the club.
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news & features

Renovations scare homeless awa)

By Doug Meigs

As the school day begins, so does another day
on the street.

Students see the homeless almost daily stand-
ing with written pleas for help on torn cardboard
boxes as they drive to and from school past Turner
Blvd. They may pass them on the strect after school
in the downtown area, or see them sitting outside
the gas station a few blocks from Central.

If early enough, they may even be able to see
one or two rise from the bushes beside the school
with their blankets and belongings. Their outlines
are barely noticeable in the dull morning light as
they meander down Central’s lawn to the street.

Any of Omaha’s 2,100 homeless could be stay-
ing outside Central on any given night, Mike
Saklar, executive director of the Siena Francis
House said.

However, custodian, Frank DeGeorge said that
the renovations began the summer before last seem
to have scared most of them away from school.
Before, the only thing to scare them away was the
arrival of students in the morning, reprimands from
janitorial staff and daylight.

Now, all the construction activity has made it
difficult for them to sleep around the school. Their
presence may have become less noticeable, but he
said they are still around.

On any given night past 10, he said a home-
less person might be found sleeping around the
school.

Saklar said Central is in an area that has a high
concentration of homeless individuals. He said the
individuals congregate in camps along the river or
around the Gene Leahy mall, 24th and
Leavenworth Streets, the Old Market area, 24th
and N Streets and within the area around the Siena
Francis House around 28th and Nicholas Streets.

Central is right in the middle of those areas.

If they don't stay in the Siena Francis House
or one of the other 10 Omaha/Council Buffs shel-
ters, he said many find vacant alleys, or abandoned
cars. Many stay in their own cars because it is the
last of their material possessions.

Some stay in empty or condemned buildings
and houses. They have to find shelter one way or
another, Saklar said he isn’t the least bit surprised
that some have used Central for such a purpose.

Lee Montoya is homeless and stays at the Siena
Francis House. He made his way up from New
Mexico where he said he used to have to sleep on
the streets. Montoya said that Omaha along with
the rest of America has a major homeless prob-
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Mike Saklar, executive director of the Siena Francis House, stands outside the ho
less shelter. The facility is Omaha’s largest homeless shelter and is close to Centr th

lem.

“It could be better. Look at al the money float-
ing around Omaha,” Dean Williams, another
homeless individual at the shelter, said.

Lazaro Valdes, a homeless Cuban immigrant
said he agreed with both Wiliams and Montoya.

Although Valdes could barely speak English,
Montoya translated that he had to sleep on the
street frequently since he arrived from Cuba. He

made his way from Florida to Grand Island bl .¢
coming to Omaha. .
He had stayed on the streets in the downi{iig

and south Omaha area for about a month g |
coming to the Siena Francis House. ? )
DeGeorge said that homeless individus #88

the east side of the building as a windbreak. ? &)
He said he has found individuals or ther figk .
longings lying behind the columns up closc Oy,




addition, he said the homeless stay on the
.t side of the building near rooms 020 and
setween the bushes is a crawl space where he
omeless individuals have often sought ref-

ymaha has a problem, but it’s addressed
Saklar said. “Omaha certainly doesn’t com-
o New York City or Washington DC, but
meless who are out there in Omaha are pretty
taken care of.”

he Siena Francis House (Omaha’s largest
r) houses around 250 people a night. He said
ajority are Omaha natives, but they could
-ome from anywhere.

he shelter offers a place to sleep, food and
ng to individuals in need.

klar said that the house caters to approxi-
v 950 out of the total homeless population
wuha in some way.

f the individuals don't receive shelter, they
v receive aid in some other form such as
ng or food,” he said.

lowever, Saklar said that about two thirds of
who don’t stay in Omaha shelters receive no
all. They are out on their own panhandling,
ng wherever they can, and eating whatever
-an.

ome of them are constantly on the move
others utilize the Francis house on a daily

JeGeorge has worked at Central for eight
Over those years he has seen quite a bit of
less activity on Central’s grounds. It may not
ticeable, but from time to time the presence
races.

Jack when DeGeorge worked around the east
f the building a few years ago, he said there
ne individual who he would see regularly.
aved in the bushes by the window, but even-
moved on.

lwo summers ago there was a couple who was
¢ right oft of the east side of the building.
id he discovered them one day lying with all
eir stuff.

f¢ said the man looked to be in his forties
' the woman might not have even been 20.
JeCicorge said he tapped on the window, but
refused to move.

lc didn’t know how long they had been there.
“staved for about three days, before he said
e former student resource officer Jerry Paul
10 come and force them off of the premises.
Around winter recess last year, there was a man
ic cast side again who had piles and piles of
kets stacked up. DeGeorge said he never saw
but his stuff was all there, then it disappeared

a couple of days later.

He said the man must have moved on.

“He took them all with him (the blankets), it
must have been all of his belongings

George said there is probably more homeless
activity around the school that he hasn't seen. Even
though renovations have decreased the activity,
former custodian Anthony Abraham said he has
seen homeless staying around the school since then.
A few weeks ago, he said he saw a man lying down
on the east side around midnight.

“He had his little pee bottle with him so that
he could go to the bathroom and a bunch of clothes
and stuff,” Abraham said.

He said he knocked on the window, but the
man just looked up and waved then laid his head
down and went back to sleep.

Saklar said that homeless will carry all their
belongings with them. What they carry with them
could range from clothes, to shoes, to an extra
jacket, blanket, or maybe a photograph.

“You might notice that if they've been to a
shelter and it has given them some help because
they carry a toothbrush in their front pocket like a
pen, most of them don’t have much,” Saklar said.

He said many of the individuals on the streets
have addiction problems or are mentally ill.

He said most have become homeless due to
extremely dysfunctional childhoods.

He said many don’t know their fathers, moth-
ers, or both.

“They weren't loved and cared for like most
of us,” he Saklar said. “Then as they developed
their addictions, it became an escape mechanism.
And many of the women that come to the pro-
gram were victims of domestic violence.”

Saklar said that the situation would be better
if Omaha offered more addiction recovery centers.

" The Siena Francis House is part homeless shel-
ter and part rehab facility. However, he said they
couldn’t accommodate all of the individuals who
need help.

“These people will never be productive mem-
bers of society unless they break their addiction,”
he said. “Some of them I've befriended. I really
care about them.”

As a whole, Saklar said Omaha’s homeless are
fairly harmless, they just need help.

“They've never bothered us,” DeGeorge said.

DeGeorge said he’s never seen a homeless in-
dividual bother a staff member or student.

He said they've never done graffiti or harmed
the building. In fact, they probably haven’t been
noticeable to most students and faculty, he said.

“I’'m sure there is probably more than we know
about, but they leave in the morning with the day-
light,” he said. '

news & features

Three men staying at

the Siena Francis House
comment on homelessness
in Omaha.

is a problem.”

Lazaro Valdes- 8 months at Francis House

Valdez came to America-from Cuba by boat.

~ He made his way up from Florida to Grand Is-

land before coming to Omaha. He had to sleep

on the streets around downtown Omaha and

south Omaha for a month before he began stay-
ing at the Siena Francis House.

“It could be
better. Look at all
the money
floating around
Omaha.”

Dean Williams- 2 years at Francis House

Williams has medical problems that the Siena
Francis House helps him with. He said they won't
let him stay on the streets and is grateful for that.

“It's real.”

Lee Montoya- 2 months at Francis House

Montoya came form New Mexico and is in
the Siena Francis House’s drug recovery program.
He has seen the problems of homelessness first
hand on the streets of New Mexico before com-
ing to Omaha.
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Custodian content with fulﬁllig ‘

By lJillian Risavi

As the students file out of the school and the
halls turn dark, night custodian Rufus Haynes
sweeps through the halls beginning his workday.

He said his work consists of cleaning rooms
on the first floor and the “high spots” such as the
office and vocal room.

He said that the students, faculty and co-
workers here are wonderful and couldn’t imagine
being anywhere else. ’

Haynes has worked at Central for the 17 years.
He said he has seen three principals and four en-
gineers during his time.

“I wouldn’t want to work with another group
of guys,” Haynes said.

Since he began working for the district, he
has never worked with a different group of co-
workers and he likes it that way, he said.

“He’s a fun guy to work around, there’s never
a dull moment,” custodian Ernie Redding said.

He said that Haynes has a good rapport with
everybody and that he’s a hard guy not to like.

Redding said that things would definitely be
quieter and a litde duller if Haynes was not at
Central.

Haynes said he hasn't had a problem with a
student or teacher. He said he talks to them and
jokes around with them all the time.

Senior Ashanti Weaver said that he is differ-
ent then other custodians because he takes the time
to sit down with the students and teachers and
talk to them.

“He’s interactive with us and he’s really cool,”
she said.

Weaver said that she finds it funny when he
jokes around with her and her boyfriend about
stealing her away from him by saying that he is
going to borrow her sometime.

She said that he’s one of the friendliest people
that she has ever met and that he’s a part of her
day.

“He’s friendly and he can make you laugh,”
Weaver said.

She said that some students see him outside
of school at church so he is able to form a friend-
ship with the them.

Junior Austin Henley said that at school
Haynes is funny and is always cracking jokes and
talking to the students about their days.

He said that he thinks Haynes cares about
the students, which is why he attempts to talk and

kid around with them.
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Henley said that when he sees Haynes at
church or at school he asks about his mom and
how he and his family are doing.

At church, Haynes is always dressed well, has
a nice persona and is really outgoing, he said.

“He wants to talk and communicate, there’s
something about him,” Henley said.

Haynes said that he likes to get to school early
to interact with the students and teachers.

“I get started at 3:30 p.m., but I get here at 3
p-m. to see the people,” he said.

Throughout his years working at Central, one
of the more unusual nights was about ten years
ago while Haynes and the other custodial staff were

A

. Photo by PAULA SALHANY

Night custodian Rufus Haynes straightens up the chairs in the music room on the
floor. Haynes cleans all rooms on the first floor including the main office and adn
trators rooms.

getting ready to go home, they caught a bug
the receiving room.

“He hadn't taken nothing, but still he¥
the building,” Haynes said.

After he retires at the age of 62 in two'§
he would like to become a security guard a§
tral because he said it would be something
ent to do with his time.

He said that he loves working at night b :
it allows the daytime to be free for his own 4

During the days he said he enjoys spet
his time working around the house doing ¢
work and mowing his lawn along with the
sional trip to the casino.
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news & features

GANGS

Bloods, Crips, 24th Street Mafia, South
Family Five Clicks and the Black Gang
Disciples are just a few of the gangs at Cen-
tral.

Red, blue, black, orange and gold. All are
colors that signify gangs and all can be seen
at this school.

Over the past two years, the number of
fights at Central have gone up. More and
more of these fights have been gang related.

Students say there is much more gang
activity in the school than either adminis-
tration or the police department realize.

There is no arguing that there is a gang
problem at the school. But there are ways
that the school and the Omaha Police
Department (OPD) are trying to prevent

gang activity and violence.

The student handbook along with
OPD programs such as Project Impact, as
well as classes that administrators are

taking, work to prevent such violence.

In this in-depth section, the EDGE

takes a look at gang activity at Central by
talking to known gang members, along with
school and OPD officials.

The 24th Street Mafia is one of the many
gangs at Central. The gang has its origin
on 24th street in Omaha.

Photo by ROB HUNTER/THE EDGE
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When gangs enter school groungd

By Paula Salhany

For senior John Jones, being in a gang is not a
big deal.

He said his gang is simply a group of close
friends who stick together, hang out together and
most importantly, they look out for one another.

Jones said he is in 24 Mafia, a gang whose
base is on 24" Street in Omaha.

He said he’s been in the gang for four years,
making him one of the more important members.

“A gang,” he said, “is just a bunch of people
who hang out together. The police is one big
gang.”

Jones said he has been in numerous fights,
but he tries to keep his gang affiliation outside of
the school.

He said, every once in a while, people “won't
keep it out” and fights break out or incidents hap-
pen.

“That’s when you get in trouble,” he said.

However, Sgt. Kirby Warren from the Omaha
police department (OPD) said being in a gang is
not illegal.

The crimes that are associated with gangs are
against the law. That is why there is a whole gang
unit at the OPD.

Jones said he sees drug deals, graffiti and tag-
ging and a lot of violence on the street.

Gang unit officer Mike Scott said it is impor-
tant for the police to try and prevent as much vio-
lence as possible.

Scott said he has been called up to Central
three or four times since the school year started.

He said there is no arguing that gang activity

exists at Central.

But having the school resource officer (SRO)
in the building and having a whole section in the
OPS code of conduct does not always deter stu-
dents from fighting in school.

“There has been a lot of tension in the school,”
sophomore Brandon Brewer said in regards to gang
activity.

Brewer said he is in the Black Gangster Dis-
ciples, otherwise known as BGD.

He said they are a very organized gang whose
origin is not in Omaha.

“You know, organized, like Al Capone,” he
said.

Even though he said the BGDs are based in
another city where their “king” is, each city has its
own chapter with its own rankings.

BGs are the young ones, he said. YGs are just
above them, they have some experience he said,
but not a lot.

Then come the OGs, then the King. In order
to move up in the ranks, he said members have to
show their skills, win fights as well as show respect.

In order to get into a gang, usually members
have to be jumped in, or beat up.

“You get punched in the face and legs and
mouth and everywhere,” he said. “You have to fight
back in order to be accepted. You can't give up.”

Janes said there are too many different gangs
to count at Central.

He said they all have their own colors and
ways of distinguishing themselves.

“Red is for Blood, blue is for Crip, red and
orange are for South Family Blood, blue and black

are for the BGD,” he said. “There arc 4
smaller gangs who wear gold and yclloy

Jones said the 24 Mafia wears blue,

He said being in a gang has a lot 1o,
how you carry yourself.

He said since he is higher in the ranl
respect.

He also said he sees himself & -
the younger gang members. :

Jones said he tries to be respecitul iy
and he tries to give respect where it is neg

Scott said sometimes it is hard to t¢]l
or not a person is actually in a gang, or whey
or she is just a wannabe.

Principal Jerry Bexten said if a studen
gang and he acts respectfully in school. doeg
rupt classes and is a good student, thereisn
administration can do.

“The bottom line is, Central High Schy
place for education, that’s why the tax pay
for students to come here and that’s why s
show up to the school every day,” he said. 'f
dents disturbs the learning environment, the
to go.” :

He said while this may sound harsh, ng
the students at Central are serious about theg
cation and any disruption is unfair to then jgg

“No student has the right to interfere vijgy
education of another student,” he said. |-

Bexten said Central has a good reputang
education and the threat of gang violenc §#
nothing to help with that reputation. :

He said the school’s administratior
keep gang activity under control with th

Criteria Students Recognized as Indicating Gang Presence in Schod :
Percentage of Student Responses
Indicator of Gang Presence Yes No Don’t know
-Name 80% 9% 11% This data. released
" is , releas
-Recognize leader 33% 40% 27% Office of Juvenile Ju
-Territory or turf 47% 33% 20% and Deliquency Pre§
5 ; ; . ion i 00, is
-Tagging or marking turf with graffiti 50% 30% 14% ho“n::j?ecent
-Violence 56% 29% 21% ——~4 indicating TN C
-Time spent with other gang members 71% 8% 12% g :lf:ts;‘::i -
-Clothing or other identifying items  80% 21% 8% gangs in i
An example of tagging at | _ 0 schools.
Central was found in the it S A e
boys bathroom on the 1st Information courtesy of The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
floor, 2nd side. Photos by PAULA SALHANY/THE EDGE
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1CE.
the past there have been meetings to dis-
hat administrators should look for when
y with gangs.
ere is also talk of having classes for faculty,
*can understand what a gang sign is and
vpes of things they should be aware of.
1is, he said, is mainly for the faculty’s knowl-
nd so they can feel a little more confident
it when it comes to gangs.
addition, there is a whole section in the OPS
ook explicitly stating rules against any gang
v in the school.
esaid it is nice to have the SRO in the build-
n though there are such rules.
when tension gets high or when Officer
ndall feels it would be beneficial to school
he can request for Project Impact to come
e school.
'hen he requests this, the gang unit comes
school and monitors the activity along with
10 diffuse some of the tension.
was just such an occasion on Oct. 4, 2002,
in a joint effort between South’s SRO and
al's Officer Randall, that through Project

Photo by PAULA SALHANY/ THE EDGE

dian Frank DeGeorge cleans up after someone tagged the first floor boys bath-
Officer Jess Randall said when a gang member tags property they usually write
btreet name along with the name of the gang they belong to. He said the school
ged almost every day, but school officials along with himself continue to try and
he graffiti artists.

Impact, the gang unit came up to Central and
South high schools to make sure nothing else hap-
pened.

“There had been some activity,” Randall said.
“We thought it would be a good idea so we called
them up to relieve some tension.”

Jones said there are different neighborhoods
that don’t get along with others, but that South
and Central have had conflicts for as long as he
can remember.

He said he always sees gang members who go
to South coming to Central to try and jump some-
one.

The gang unit police officers came into the
school in plain cloths, which is not out of the or-
dinary.

Scott said he and the other gang unit officers
like to lay low and blend into the background.

“If we were to come in all suited up, no gang
member is going to come up to us and start talk-
ing to us,” he said.

Project Impact is just one of the ways that the
OPD along with OPS and a few other agencies
are able to come together and help with gang vio-
lence prevention.

news & features

The gang unit does not only rely on the project
to keep up with gang activity in schools.

Warren said the unit gets calls just like any
other part of the police station.

They receive tips from citizens and teenagers
who say they have information.

But a lot of the calls he gets are from School
Resource Officers, he said.

Brewer said he does not like having the gang
unit in the school.

He said it makes him a little uneasy. But on
the other hand he said he does like having Randall
in the school.

“He’s a nice guy,” he said. “But it’s weird hav-
ing a whole lot of them (police officers) in the
building.”

There are a number of gangs at Central and
even though Jones may say a gang is just a group
of people hanging out together, to Bexten when
he hears the word gang, he said he thinks of young
people involved in illegal activities.

His opinion can be corroborated with statis-
tics gathered by OPD .

According to statistics from June 2002, there
have been: three assault drive-bys; 13 drug posses-
sion/ trafficking violations; 178 defacing property
violations.

In June of 2001, there were four homicides;
no assault drive-bys; 12 drug possession/ traffick-
ing violations; 107 defacing property violations.

Even though Warren said right now, gang ac-
tivity is relatively low the numbers still show a rise
in gang activity over the last year.

Also in a study released by the Office of Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in 2000,
numbers indicated that gangs were very prevalent
in schools in the year 1995.

This data showed that over one third of stu-
dents reported gangs in their schools.

Then, in that same report, data showed that
in 1998, gangs in schools were involved in a wide
variety of offences such as violence, drug dealing
and carrying guns.

Scott said the activity goes in waves, but there
is no particular time of the year when there is more
activity than not. Jones said he usually sees more
fights during the summer because there are more
people outside, but it is by no means seasonal.

“At any time if one gang or gang member has
a beef with someone else, they will fight,” he said.

He said he usually doesn’t fight in a big group,
but more one-on-one and he said he always tries
to keep it outside of the school.

“Gangs are just who you hang out with, and
you look out for the people you hang out with,”
he said. “You could even say the Boy Scouts were a

gang.
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General Information
about gangs from
the Omaha Police

What is a gang?
A gang is a group of individuals who associate
on a continual basis. Not all gangs are bad.
However, many gang members are involved in
illegal activity. They identify with gang names, col-
ors, gang language or hand signs and a common

philosophy.

Why do young people join gangs?

Peer pressure often plays a strong roll in one’s
decision to join a gang.

Gangs can offer a feeling of acceptance, pro-
tection and money. Money is most often made
through the sale or distribution of drugs.

Also poor economic opportunities, high un-
employment, a significant high school drop-out
rate, and lack of family structure or support can
aid the growth of gang activity.

Does gang activity affect
only the inner city?

Gang activity does not have any territorial or
ethnic boundaries.

Criminal activity that accompanies some of
the gangs can range from a territory as small as a
single neighborhood block, to a highly mobile
criminal operation that reaches to the coastal states.

Gangs may become criminally competitive
with each other, and have a need to expand to new
territories. including suburban areas.

Who are the leaders of gangs?

Most gangs are small and are formed in neigh-
borhoods by local youth. Often there is no formally
recognized leadership in gangs.

The oldest, or strongest, youth is usually the
leader. Some nclghbcrhood gangs make people j join

 Information about gangs g0 to wwwapd.emalaness
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Alberto Gonzales talks on the phone at the Chicano Awareness Center. He co
the school every Thursday to discuss the effects of being in a gang with studen§!

Photo by JILLIAN RISAVITH asal

Counselor tries to prevent gang activijd -

By Paula Salhany

Alberto Gonzales said he thinks of gangs like
cancet.

“Cancer infects the body and can take it over
very quickly,” Gonzales said. “When a gang en-
ters a neighborhood, that neighborhood can be
consumed by that gang.”

Gonzales, who is a gang prevention/interven-
tion counselor from the Chicano Awareness Cen-
ter, comes to Central every Thursday to talk to
students about the disease he calls gangs.

He teaches one class called La Latina, which
is for girls to talk about gang relationships or sim-
ply about being in a gang.

“Right now the ratio or men to women going
to jail for gang violence is 1-4,” Gonzales said.
“The government is starting to have to build more
jails just for women.”

When he is at school, he also talks to students
individually about their involvement in gangs and
how they can turn their lives around.

He started workmg in the schools in 1986.
He has been coming to  Central since the mid 90s

“Because of my ‘history (with gangs) and
chemical dcpcnden(:}';l decided to work with stu-
dents to help them change,” he said.

He said there is definitely a problem with
gangs in the city and he sees it through the stu-

dents who he tries to help. j
Gonzales said he has helped thousandsd
dents over years. He said some have turn
lives around, while others have ended up i
in jail.
“I get satisfaction when years later sonfiiilincon
will come up to me and tell me abou th
grees and how they have turned their lives
he said. ; 1,|
He said he talks to students who conf
about the five steps of gangs. L
The first step is early childhood, when:
is vulnerable and susceptible to gang influiSillexu
The second is when they are a lictle olifgl |0,
in elementary school.
This is a time when whatever they il Dr
child is kindled. ‘
The third and forth steps are in junior
and the early years of high school, when i
members are either still wannabes or they? Rob
the fringes of the gangs, he said. ! un
“The final step is what I call a *hardcor
member’ who can be anywhere from the agtd pru
to 70,” Gonzales said. Def:
He said his goal is to teach students abo
effects of gangs in the community and try
them to understand the negative repcrcuss'

gang activity.




By Paula Salhany
| he primary goal of Project Impact is to pre-

oo violence with an emphasis on gun vio-
9 project director Kevin Fasana said.
'he program, which was launched in May
9. was based off a program in Boston.
Boston program was started in the early
beciuse the city had a considerably high juve-
hooting rate and city officials wanted those
. to come down, Fasana said.
ocused on certain areas in the city where
nibers of shooting were high. It tried to bring
the community and raise awareness about
(ts of gun violence.
w is exactly what Project Impact does in
I'asana said.
.'.ii.{ 1!1(.' Pr‘.)grﬂn‘l Luses a da[a-({rivﬁ“ ap—
«w it knows it is targeting the correct areas
he citv. He said statistics are gathered and cer-
reas of the city are marked as “hot spots.”
[ 1sina said when the police who are associ-
Iwith the Project Impact go into a “hot spot,”
by no means a raid.
I'licy are not there to bust the bad guys,” he
We just want the violent behavior to be
e
(uang unit officers as well as parole and pro-
1on officers try to get the point across to those
ng in the area why gang violence is detrimental
ihe community. In some cases, the police will
n gather a group of people in one of the areas
ncourage them to get along.

roject designed to stop gun violence

Along with doing community activities, the
project targets individuals. Many of the people who
are talked to on a one on one basis are those on
parole or probation, he said.

“One of the great things about this program
is it is able to bring together agencies who other-
wise may not be working together,” he said.

Some of those agencies are parole, probation,
the gang unit and OPS as well as other school dis-
tricts.

“If a school feels there is a need for officers to
be there (at the school) to ease tension, or to sim-
ply prevent an occurrence from happening, all they
have to do is call up and request project impact,”
Fasana said.

This means if Central’s SRO Officer Jess
Randall feels there is a significant amount of gang
activity at Central, and if he feels there will be
fights, he can call in Project Impact and it will
remain at the school until it is no longer needed,
he said.

He said the project wants students as well as
the community to know that being in a gang brings
the potential for jail time or in the worst case sce-
nario, death.

“The project sponsors community block par-
ties and other events to bring together the people
in those communities,” he said.

Fasana said preliminary data shows that the
program has been a success. Personally he said he
thinks the program is a very good idea and hopes
it will be as big a success as other programs.

Statistics from the Omaha Police Department Gang Unit
From year 2001 to 2002

2001 2002 In 2001, there were 1,761
omicide 5 2 suspected gang members. In
exual Assault 0 2 2002, there are 1,843
elony 0 4 In 2001, there were 19 sus-
Criminal Mischief pected gangs in Omaha. In
Drive-by 2002, there
ssault Drive-by 3 12 are 21.

Il Other 8 68
obbery 3 7
urglary 6 7
Drug possession/traffic 76 71
Defacing property 937 972
Intimidation of 0 0
Itnesses
Other 166 205

news & features

OPS policy
on youth gang apparel,
possessions and behaviors

as seen on buff page 12 of the student handbook

For the safety and welfare of students and the
continued maintenance of a positive and secure
learning environment, the following rules relative
to youth gang apparel, possessions and behaviors
apply to all students on school grounds or at school
acrivities:

|. Dress as identified by the Omaha Public
Schools as gang-related apparel is not al-
lowed. Any item worn or carried to iden-
tify a person as a gang member is not al-
lowed.

2. Bookbags, purses, pouches and similar
items are subject to inspection when rea-
sonable suspicion exists that these items
contain objects prohibited on school
grounds or at school functions.

3. Writing gang graffiti, possessing items
containing gang graffiti, possessing pagers/
beepers or the display of gang hand signs
are and indication of gang involvement and
are not allowed.

Violations of the above will result in disci-
plinary actions.

On the first offense, students will be directed
to change clothing, turn in possessions and/or dis-
continue behaviors related to youth gangs. In each
instance, parents will be contacted and appropri-
ate counseling options discussed.

If students do not follow directions, on the
second offense, they will be placed in In-School
Suspension, Saturday School Suspension or Sus-
pension After School or suspended from school

depending upon the disruption or potential dis-
ruption resulting in behavior(s). Subsequent
offenses may result in re-
assignment or ex-
pulsion.
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Alexander L\ 1=

Omaha director

prepares for U.S.

release of movie

By Paula Salhany

Native Omahan Alexander Payne’s
goal is to make quality movies.

“I grew up in Omaha in the '70s when
you were guaranteed to see at least 10 to
15 good quality, well made movies,” he
said.

Many of today’s movies are simply
made for the money, he said.

“I don’t want to make movies like
“The Banger Sisters,” or “A Beautiful
Mind,” where people who don’t have taste
in film would go out and say, ‘yeah that’sa
good movie.”

His newest movie, “About Schmidt,”
starring Jack Nicholson, follows in the
footsteps of his two previous movies, “Elec-
tion” and “Citizen Ruth,” all of which were
filmed in Omabha.

“Filming in Omaha is great,” he said.
“It’s a very interesting place to be.”

Even though “About Schmidt” has not
yet been released in the United States, it
has already made a name for itself in the
film world. It was featured at the Cannes
Film Festival in the South of France and
more recently at the New York Film Festi-
val.

“It was very interesting being at the
festivals,” he said. “In a way I almost felt
detached from it all.”

The movie, to be released Dec. 13,
2002 in select cities, is about a retired man,
Warren Schmidt, played by Jack
Nicholson, who was recently widowed.

It follows his life for a brief period of
time in which everything he once knew
quickly fades away. Payne said he had al-
ways wanted to make a comedic movie
about a man who retires and is left lonely.

“As an analogy to the movie I would
chose “The Graduate” with Dustin

Hoffman,” he said.
The movie, will be in theaters across
the country on Dec. 20. E
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By Laura Diesing
pcd Tour.

smes to Christian music.

18,
Still. some people can not

o of thoughts of dusty or-
 and songs about repentance, while oth-
ire wary of the mix of religion and pop
ure.

Vocally, Christian groups like MxPx, Au-
Adrenaline and dc Talk have been pop-
, up all over the country and taking over
air waves.

Because of the religious music stereo-
s, most fans do not realize that groups

Warped Tour headliners MxPx and
ner student Blake Leavitt’s band Miso
ngry, are actually part of a new genera-
of Christian music.
Leavite, along with Miso Hungry's other
nbers, Mate Bong, Josh Wigotow and
1and Nicolet, said he is working to show
s one of the many new faces of Christian
Si'\.

“We like to show that Christians have
nse of humor and that God has
nse of humor, too,” Leavitt
L.

New styles of religious
sic, such as Christian
tal, Christian rap and
sus rock” are attracting
sand bringing in money,

they are also creating
1roversy among a select
v Christians and
urch officials who
dirsinful to mix re-
on and music.

Dial-the-truth
nistries started a
bsite, part of which

iains writings on
w Chrisitan rock is
ful because it is a gate-
v leading to more edgy,
nmoral” types of rock mu-

Hard guitar lines, screaming vocals and the
Three things that rarely come to mind when

In the last three decades, Christian mu-
s taken on new and more mainstream

usicians blend faith, music

Christian rock music has the opposite kind of ef-
fect on him.

L3 3 - - .
I don’t think a certain mixture of sounds

1 . “ L -
can be evil,” he said. “Each person’s interpretation

can be different. A lot of it has a rebellious sound
and that can mislead people.”

Dittman and junior Joe Medeiros both
said that they listen to Christian
rock because the music has a pur-
pose and meaning.

“T've probably come a little closer to God
through music and meditation,” Meideiros said.

Stacy Woitaszewski, a children’s pastor at
the Liberty Christian Center, said she feels that
if the message of the music is about God, than it
cannot be corrupt.

Woitaszewski is a 1977 graduate.

“I think that as long as there is a message
of Jesus Christ and they are promoting the Gos-
pel, then it is OK,” she said. “Heaven isn't quite
a place.”

Not all students, religious or not, feel that
Christian rock is a good thing or that spreading
the message of Christianity should be done
through the mainstream music charts.

Sophomore Tracina Avant said she feels
like the media is shoving Christian rock into
her face.

She said it doesn’t work.

“Whoever is making that
Chrisitan rock music doesn’t know
what they are doing,” Avant said.

“I’s messing up the whole scene.

Christian rock is putting a

bunch of posers in it and tear-

ing it apart. They are going to
destroy the entire rock industry.”
Junior Halley Taylor
agreed with Avant’s sentiments.
“Chrisitan rock is a
joke,” Taylor said. “It’s
candy-coated religion. It
made me feel like if I didn’t
agree with it that there was
no hope for me.”
Like many religious
bands, the members of
Miso Hungry said they are
not trying to force their reli-
gion on anyone.

They said they chose to play

Christian rock because it gives them the freedom

Junior Nate Dittman, a Christian rock fan, to be themselves and allows them to express their
! he finds websites like that absurd and that faith more easily. E)

Graphic by ROB HUNTERTHE EDGE

lifestyles

The member of Lifehouse are, from left,
Sergio Andrade, Jason Wade and Rick
Woolstenhulme

Christian band goes

beyond expectations

Review By John Owens-Ream

Thankfully, instead of trying to recapture
the glory of its first album, Lifehouse has delved
deeper into the sub-genre of alternative Chris-
tian rock and actually tried to find a sound of
its own with its new release, “Stanley Climbfall.”

The album carries a pervasive theme of
climbing, falling and other metaphorical actions
related to the soul searching that is obviously
going on in this, its sophomore album.

Lifehouse’s sophomore release builds on the
success of “No Name Face” while still thank-
fully avoiding a fall into the trap of trying to
relive the glory of its first album

The album itself though is still, like any
other album, one of successes and failures. “Just
Another Name” comes across as just another
song and “Wash” which boasts the lyrics,
“Never meant to waste your time” very much
does. When the songs lose, they only fall down
to the level of mediocre alt-rock. While when
songs succeed, they transcend into something
which can claim validity in the current music
world.

The album, filled with introspective and
brooding music, has an ethereal feel to it. Some
of the songs fall into a deep, other-worldly
groove that the listener almost expects to be
coming from some distant alien landscape, just
by chance drifting onto America’s air waves.

Instead of creating an album of would-be
singles and disconnected sound-bytes, “Stanley
Climbfall” is a stand-alone album in which
songs build off each other to create a musical

entity in their own right. E}
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By John Owens-Ream
Every night of the week in some coffee

house, restaurant, church, book store or li-

brary, there is an open-mic night where cre-

ative people gather to express themselves or
simply to listen to others do so.
Open-mic nights have caught on again, gaining new
popularity with a new generation, said Scott Rhodes who
MCs at the 13th Street Coffee on Tuesday nights in the
Old Market.

“Live music is totally different from recorded mu-
sic,” he said. “There’s something like sitting around a
camp fire. There’s a connection there that’s missing in
recorded music.”

He said that while most crowds are dominated by
college students, there are at least some high school stu-
dents every week.

Sophomore Angela Friedman is one of those
students.

She still remembers her first time at an
open mic.

“When I was sitting there... I got to actu-
ally feel what they were playing,” she said. “It
makes you think about how much work it takes to write
songs.”

Rhodes said that because the creative song writing
process can be so hard, a large number of people at open
mics are simply musicians trying to experiment with

different styles.

place where someone can perfect
their performance with
out feeling like
they're being re-
jected,” he said.
K a tie
Lenczowski, owner of
the Latte Lounge which
holds an open-mic night
every Tuesday and
Thursday, said that
most of the people who
show up are traveling
the open-mic circuit
away from their
bands.
She said that they en-
joy the chance to try out new
songs on audiences and also enjoy the

. Open-mic nights, at many locations around the
provide opportunities for self-expression, fun fo

13 ) * -
Its a very comfortable environment...it’s a

chance to play acoustically.

Acoustic guitars, she pointed out, are a mygif
for this type of venue. Electric guitars are seldo,
ever, allowed.

But musicians aren’t the only ones a ope;. 8
nights. ;
The 13th Street Coffee House boasts its nigh , fi€
“open mic for poetry, singing, storytelling und 4§
forming arts.” |

Some open mics, like Latte Lounge’s, arc «tric, {8

musicians. av
But others, like “Open-Mic Poetry Night i[9
Jazz Twist,” at Jonesy’s Cafe and Sports Loung: {8
strictly for readings.
Creative writing teacher David Martin said hu {8

which generally anyone can read, or at open mic o
as the one at Barnes and Noble at Oakview \Mall ({8
every Wednesday.

At most of these poetry-oriented open-mic nig {98

both college and high school students gather o readf§
critique each other’s poetry.

At some, readers are allowed to present their ta
ite pieces of poetry by already famous authors. mudh 5
way that cover songs are often performed at nusicd®
ented open mics.

In recent years, Lenczowski said musical open-d®
nights have flourished while many poetry nichi 148
floundered.

Her own store used to have an open pocir
night, but people lost interest and eventually
was cancelled, she said. i

Other Omaha area poetry nights have dicd ouig
cause of a failing economy.

Shannon Peck, who helped coordinate a poc
at the Barnes and Noble on 74th and Dodg:
that her open mic was cancelled when the funding g
cut. Despite these setbacks she, and many othc: cordy
nators of Omaha open-mic nights, said they fcl
state of Omaha’s local creative community has nevor i 3
better. :

“A lot of music is alienated from the audicnd
Rhodes said, “but...(our music is) unique; it w:
sound the same as it does tonight.”

And because of that, he said, people will continu
play at open mics. As for the audience, he said th: -:.-'i;
long as musicians are playing, people will come 1 4g
them because they are searching for entertainment.

That’s the whole point.



By Kaitlin Jessing-Butz

During the years of World War II, many
nen started to work as part of the war effort.
few can claim to have the experiences of alum-

Mary Lou Brunson.

Brunson spent several years in the *40s tour-
around the country with an all-female big band
hestra, performing in all sorts of places, from
ces in tiny towns in Jowa to hotel balls.
Brunson, a 1944 graduate, said that during
vears at Central, she was active in the orches-
as a piano player, as well as in plays.

But long before her graduation, Brunson, who

 at that time Mary Lou Stevens, had been an
| performer. She began her touring career in
{0 with “Jane Griffith and her All Girl Orches-
" A friend who knew of Griffith and the new
hestra she was starting recommended Brunson
sriftich,
Brunson said the 12-member band was com-
ed of girls her age and slightly older. They
yed in all sorts of venues, she said, from Legion
ibs to hotels to army bases to VFW halls, most
he time for one-show engagements.

“We played one-night stands most of the
¢, she said.

Often times, she said, the band would play in
y towns where the venue it played in would be
I\' remorte.

“Theyd have a dancehall above a restaurant
something,” she said.

The orchestra would play big band music,
ich was the most popular style at the time.
linson said the band would buy prepared num-
s written for orchestras of songs by artists like
enn Miller and Henry James.

When Brunson began performing with the
he Griffith Orchestra, she was a dancer in its
orshow. Brunson said she had been trained in
nce since she was five years old.

But, she said, during one of the band’s tours,
of the girls got stranded in a small Iowa town
¢ 10 a snowstorm. While waiting out the storm
a restaurant, she began tapping out a rhythm
 the counter,

She said Griffith heard her and asked her to

pinas the new drummer, since the old one had

tleft the group.

When she returned home, Brunson said her
ents bought her a second-hand pair of drums
dshe took one lesson before taking over as the
l-time drummer.

‘I could keep rhythm, so I played the drums,”
said.
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raduate remembers years on musical tour

byKAITLIH JESSING-BUTZTHE EDGE

Mary Lou Brunson peruses a 1943 Road Show program. Brunson was in the Betty
Bert’s All Girl Orchestra, which was in the show, as well as in other performances.

Brunson managed to balance school and the
orchestra while she was performing. Whenever the
band went on tour, she said Griffith’s parents would
go along as chaperones.

The Griffiths had purchased an old hearse that
they added seats to so they could fit the entire or-
chestra. They also added a trailer to the back so
that they could tow all of the girls’ equipment.

Brunson said her parents would come along
as well sometimes to drive her and any other girl
who did not want to go in the hearse.

The Jane Griffith Orchestra disbanded aftera
tour down to Louisiana. Brunson then became a
member of Betty Bert’s All Girl Orchestra, started
by 1943 graduate Betty Bertlshofer. This group
stayed together for between a year and a half and
two years, Brunson said.

In its time together, Betty Bert's Orchestra
traveled to many of the same small towns that
Brunson had gone to while part of the Jane

Griffith’s Orchestra. It also was a performer in the
1943 Road Show.

Brunson continued to perform through her
freshman year of college at the University of
Omaha, but said her interest in being a musical
performer had begun to wane.

“My last year in high school, I was more in-
terested in acting then I was in playing with a
band,” she said. '

Brunson said she became an elementary school
teacher after finishing college and that she taught
elementary school for 35 years at Belle Ryan in
Omaha. She said she lived in Omaha for her en-
tire life, except for a few short years spent in Iowa
when her children were young.

When she looks back on her touring years now,
Brunson said she has many fond memories of her
experiences.

“It was exciting and it was fun and we really
had a good time together,” she said. E|
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Satellite radio provides an opportunity for listeners to listen to a hundrec.i differe
stations, at any time, anywhere in the country, with near perfect reception. Sy, f%
dents and experts have found out the benefits of this new technology.

Vs

By lJillian Risavi

Radio is headed towards a new revolution with
the advancements in satellite radio from XM ra-
dio and Sirius radio.

Satellite radio is music that is distributed to
cars, homes or anywhere with a stereo that has a
special receiver.

The receiver allows people to listen to any pro-
grammed station on satellite radio anywhere, any-

36 THEEDGE

AN
N

__' \]\[\l‘

time.

The satellites are placed strategically around
the world which allows many different stations to
be heard anywhere in America coast to coast.

Steve Fontaine a sales associate at Nebraska
Furniture Mart said satellite radio is different from
AM radio because anyone can listen to hundreds

of radio channels anywhere in the country at any-
time.

Graphic by PAULA SALHANY THEE

It is comparable to the music chinnds
people can receive on their televisions if the
digital television, he said.

He said that someone doesnt even haet
a new radio to receive all the channels. \ll
necessary is an antenna and adapter for the lis
car. The antenna is whart allows the signal o’
strong, Fontaine said.

“It has a digital quality and sound anv



. country,” he said.
unior Wes Brown said that he thinks that sat-
music pmvides a wide variety of music so
he can find something to listen to.
You can pick your favorite music and sit all
nd hear what you want to hear,” he said.
{e also said that the Internet provides a lot of
sites for people to go to in order to listen to
C.
je said he likes how he can download music
il
srown said that it all is a good thing but that
mpanics could attempt to get more stations
ved and expand the types of music played on
rarons.
[he digital sound and the clear signal make
ite radio better, he said.
"You can go under tunnels without losing the
n vou were listening to,” Brown said.
Je said that satellite radio makes music more
nal 1o the listener because they are able to

pick out what they want to hear.

Senior Andrew Frizzell said he likes satellite
radio because he has used it while travelling and
he enjoyed how he could listen to the same station
the whole time.

He said that there is more programming for
satellite radio, which creates more to listen to.

He also said that be likes how he can listen to
a different radio station such as one in London if
he wants.

“You can listen to different types of music and
see what's new for them over there,” Frizzell said.

Frizzell said he would choose to listen to sat-
ellite radio because it has a better signal, which
makes it easier to get connected to stations, which
adds more options to listen to.

He said that he has listened to music before
on the Internet and does not find the sound qual-
ity nearly as good as satellite radio.

He said that it is resourceful to find songs that
someone maybe looking forever but overall is not

lifestyles

the best choice for listening to music.

Fontaine said some benefits from the satellite
radio offered by Sirius are that there is 60 com-
mercial-free music channels and 40 sports news
and entertainment channels for a price of $12.99
a month and it would be the more economical
purchase.

He said that Sirius has a better bandwidth and
technologically has a better sound quality

XM Radio offers 70 music channels, 30 news
channels and 100 basic channels, with some sta-
tions having commercials, for $9.99 a month, he
said.

He said that people could not only receive sat-
ellite radio in their cars but also in their homes as
well.

Satellite radio could replace AM/FM radios
in new models of cars, Fontaine said.

People are able to listen to satellite radio for
themselves by getting on the Internet and going

to the XM’s or Sirius’ sites, he said. a3

Satellite Radio Vital Ihformation

The Stations

TV Radio- All of the hits from MTV and

MTYV Two, plus songs from
MTYV original shows like

“The Real World”

unny- Easy listening and instrumental
songs : SRR

The Hits

“The Last DJ”
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers

“You Know You're Right”

Nirvana

“I Am Mine”
Pearl Jam

el e _.--:“A New Day of Mldnight”

“Naﬁsaze” '
Smy“ﬂz"

SﬁcveGoodie :

The Categories

Classical
Kids
Country
News
Sports
Comedy
Talk
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The members of Desaparecidos are all from the Omaha area, but the band has been touring around the nation. Former Cent
student Denver Dalley, center, is the bands’ guitarist. Landon Hedges, at far right, has left the band.

Former student’s band acclaimed by natio

By Doug Meigs
Former Central student Denver Dalley has
taken the national spotlight for his role in the
Omaha-based indie rock group Desaparecidos.
Dalley described the band’s sound as loud,
spastic, melodic and cynical. The group is com-
posed of fellow Omaha natives Conor Oberst (vo-
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cals/ guitar), Casey Scott (bass), lan McElroy (key-
boards) and Matt Baum (drums).

The group came together last winter and soon
afterwards came out with the band’s deburt album,
“Read Music, Speak Spanish” which was released
along with a single off of the recording.

Dalley said that he organizes the band’s musi-

cal ideas, while fellow band member Oberntvg
the lyrics. However, he said the entire p
group effort and the political stances arc de
before Oberst writes them.

The name of the album, “Read Music. ¥
Spanish,” was decided on a somewhat spt
moment basis. He said the majority of th




bout self-improvement. He said the title reflects
¢ theme. ; z S A

Although Dalley said that he cant speak Span-
and doesn’t really like to read music, they are
ils that he considers self-improving.

“Read Music, Speak Spanish,” is predomi-
ntly an album about Omaha and our immedi-
surroundings,” he said. “We chose Omaha be-
ise we all grew up there, but it could be applied
anywhere in the U.S. It’s about reevaluating
e surroundings and expanding horizons. It’s
jal commentary." G

Such opinion is made evident through tracks
¢ “Mall of America,” and “Greater Omaha,”
\ere the group members relate to both their
maha roots and the world around them.

“When we talk about people and the masses,
- definitely include ourselves,” he said. “In no
v are we trying to point fingers or try to sound
cachy. We are just commenting on how we as

nericans are living our lives.”

['he band’s name, Desaparecidos, literally
inslates to “the disappeared.”

He said the term comes from a political sup-
cwsion in Argentina during the '70s and "80s.
Allev said that thousands of citizens suddenly dis-
peared. It is believed that many were pushed
it ot airplanes into the ocean.

I'hat’'s where Dalley said the band took the
spiration for the graphic on its t-shirts.

"It blew us all away because we didn’t know
wihiing abourt it,” he said. “It also relates to the
ieme of self-help found in the record.”

\Ithough Dalley spends much of his time in
Jniiha, he has a second residence in Nashville
cin. He moved to Tennessee the summer before
Is senior year.

While finishing the school year in Nashville,
¢ said he kept in touch with his current band
wmbers.

Then, after graduation, he returned to Omaha
» enroll at Creighton and finally came together
ith the current Desaparecidos members as an
ficial group.

“I'felt like I got cut short from my experience
t Central,” he said. “I really wished I could have
raduated with my friends.”

He was involved in the Road Show as well as a
pand with some other Central and Westside stu-
fents which played at local venues like the Cog
actory.

While in Tennessee, Dalley said he played in a
ocal band, but he said it wasn't like he was mak-
ng music. It was more like being a studio per-
ormer. He said that performing has always been a
key part to his musical enjoyment.

Dalley said that he has always had a love for

musical performance ever since he watched foot-

_age of the Beatles on the Ed Sullivan Show as a

youth.

“I was amazed that they could keep an audi-
ence that amazed just by singing and moving their
hands,” he said. “One of the biggest compliments
a person can give is to come and watch you play. I
think I'm the happiest one on tour.” |

Desaparecidos has been on three national
tours, the most recent of which was spent along
with Jimmy Eat World. Regardless, Dalley said that
Omaha will always be his home.

“It was kind of fun going from our own shows
with about 400 people to the shows with them
(Jimmy Eat World) with about 4,000 people. It
was a completely different experience,” he said.

Dalley described some of the press
Desaparecidos has received as outrageous.

The group has been featured in numerous
outlets of the national press and musical maga-
zines, including a near perfect rating from Spin
and a “You Hear it First,” interview on MTYV.

Dalley was particularly shocked b a feature in
Time magazine because it is not even a music maga-
zine.

However, he said that some of the group’s fans
have responded negatively to the evolving fan base.
He said that some seem to think the group is sell-
ing out.

The group is somewhat used to such press due
to acclaim received by Oberst’s other band, Bright
Eyes. Dalley said that he has known Oberst since
he was in the fourth grade.

He said that the bands on Saddle Creek and
Saddle Creck as a label have been working very
hard. As a result, it is showing off in the band’s
success.

However, when he mentions all the bands
working hard, he takes into consideration Bright
Eyes, and how Oberst’s work between both bands
splits the amount of time he can devote to
Desaparecidos.

Oberst is currently touring with Bright Eyes.

As a result, he said that Desaparecidos won't
be able to work on anything together for some
time. He said he hopes they will be able to regroup
some time next year.

“It can be annoying,” he said. “We all want to
work right now. But we understand.”

Meanwhile, Dalley has formed another group
along with some other members for Desaparecidos
called Nathan.

Although the band has only produced a few
songs together, they said they hope to have some
studio time arranged sometime in December.

“As soon as we can all agree, we'll start that,”
he said. “Playing shows is the ultimate goal.” g
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Review By Doug Meigs

Read music, speak Spanish and listen
to Desaparecidos’ debut release.

The album,“Read Music, Speak Span-
ish” (“RMSP”) is a mix of despair and ni-
hilistic ecstasy wrapped up in social com-
mentary.

Lyrics are often negative or depressing,
yet they always hold a sense of progress that
pulsates forward through each track

The group includes former student
Denver Dalley (guitars) and Conor Oberst
of Bright Eyes (vocals) with other locals.

Short, but sweet the album includes
nine tracks and lasts 37 minutes.

“RMSP” proves to be locally relevant
while still universally profound. It relin-
quishes the cloak of teen angst that was a
given on Bright Eyes’ albums like “Fevers
and Mirrors” and pounds back at listeners
and public perception with a resounding
right hook of manic social expression.

Desaparecidos sounds like progress.
“RMSP” is refreshing. It oozes nostalgia,
but in an introspective manner that seems
to be a doorway to the future rather than
just a window to the past

In “Man and Wife, the Latter (dam-
aged goods),” Oberst relates a failing mar-
riage by referring to the past and passing
present. However there is a definite allu-
sion to future change for better or worse.

The album may make you feel a lictle
better while its tracks are fresh in your mind.

Listen to it because complaints of sell-
ing out be damned, it is quite enjoyable to
do so.
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Singer/songwriter Howie Day’s new album “Australia” is a collec-
tion of heartfelt songs, most of them about women.

Album displays Day’s soft side

Review By Kaitlin
Jessing-Butz

“Australia,” the debut release from
ingenue singer/songwriter Howie Day
would make the perfect soundtrack to
the lives of all of the kids on “Dawson’s
Creek.”

An earnest, honest cocktail of
David Gray, Jeff Buckley, John Mayer
and Dave Matthews, Day’s music has
the perfect soaring pop hooks and
dreamy, yet edgy vocals would provide
the perfect background music to some
emotional breakup or that first kiss
down by the docks.

That exact same feeling is what
makes this album a bit of a guilty plea-
sure.

For every time the listener may
think that something is sappy, or hack-
neyed, a memory will come back and
any harsh thought will be melted away
in a wave of nostalgia.

SINGOLOPRODUCTIONS
Musicians for all occasions

CALL 981.6647 or 991.5048

“Australia” is first and foremost a
love album. Nearly every song is
clearly about some woman who he
loves or is misunderstood, but beau-
tiful or some other situation that has
been done by a thousand other singer/
songwriters.

The other thing Day has going
for him is his looks. With his big doe
eyes and mussed blond hair, Day is
sure to attract legions of swooning
young teens who think he’s singing
just for them.

The cocky edge that rises from
Day’s voice shows that he knows ex-
actly that he is doing it.

The album opens and ends on its
highest points, which was a smart
move on the part of the producers,
who probably knew that the eight
tracks in between were nothing excep-
tional, but good enough to keep

people listening. E |

Punk band takes new dire;jg

Review By Bryan Swotek

With liberty spikes and every-
thing nice, Good Charlotte re-
leased its second album, “The
Young and the Hope-
less.” ‘

Establishing a §
pop-punk-rap style
was a hard task on its
first release, but with
the sophomore release,
the band ditched some

a little pop-rock.
This was a good idea.
Songs written during the
hard times of the band’s years to-
gether show that it continues to

Beck album shows broken he

Review By Kaitlin
Jessing-Butz

Beck is trying to break some
hearts.

The genre-hopping
one-man wonder has
done everything from
AM-tinged folk (“Mel-
low Gold”) to social
irony-pop (“Odelay”),
to alt-country (“One
Foot in the Grave”) to
sexed-up neo-disco (“Midnite Vul-
tures”) and probably everything in
between.

But with his new album “Sea
Change,” Beck is going in a new
direction once again.

On the new album, every song
is somehow related to a heartache,

Epic Records
of the punk roots and brought in

map out its own courge
With "80s inspired ;.
the song, “Day that | 1),

bling Social Distortioy, + I
Chain,” listene: B

view into the mu
started 1 4l 1.
band.

At Lhe same:
becomes ey i

band has taken .

othur di‘.'\\’_u.g;_
Again, this is 1 good i} o8
The title track “Th k5
and the H()p(’.lc.\\ ' givesy
outlook of striving 1o
spite the myth of the g
jinx.

not just any heartache, by 4
ally bad kind. )

Everything is maud:j8
painstaking and absoluti 8
tiful.

For the firs 8
Beck sounds i
voice sounds njes
like before. .

He is older 448
ent, more mat: s
very definite

The music on “Sea
is very low key, no loud 8
horns or obscure sample B
time acoustic guitar and:
sparse backing parts reign

“Sea Change” is gorgaf
is pure and it is bound
the hearts of all listeners. B8

California Taco

Dine in or Carry out

342.0212

Don’t miss
half price
happy hour-
4-5 p.m.

—

33rd and
California
Half price
food and
beverages fo} d
a limited tir}
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\udience members entered the theater
ugh a blacklic hallway, painted with glow-in-
dark paint and techno music blaring in the

While sitting in the seats, chorus members
wed all over the theater floor took turns grop-
wd rubbing each other. And that was just a
[ude to one of the raunchiest shows ever.

\ slow melodic piano introduced audience
mbers to the theme song, “Late Night Double
ture Picture Show.” The show started.

I'he cocky Brad Majors proposed marriage to
naive Janet Weiss, but as they started to drive
me. they unexpectedly blew a tire.

'hat is where the whole mess began. Riff Raff,

hunchback doorman of the secluded castle, al-
ved the couple to come in from the rain.
Dr. Frankenfurter, the castle owner, tried to
w the couple alternatives to heterosexual sex.
«l and Janet explored many -other things not
rmally practiced in straightlaced households.

Unlike the original show, which allowed au-
nce members to hurl props like toilet paper,

niceri and rice, this production did not. How-

lifestyles

aunchy show good for shocks

Review By Bryan Swotek

It was [lashy, trashy and no, it was not Las

w. It was the one and only “Rocky Horror
and it was performed at the Millennium

-

3~

Photo Courtesy of Jerry Ditter

A few of the creatures of the night from the Millennium Theater’s production of “The
Rocky-Horror Show” displayed their gruesome sides. This production is always a
crowdpleaser, especially around Halloween time.

1. 1 bag of some of the vital Rocky Horror props

s offered at the door.

Ihe show had some problems, however. The
cater was not that big, and there was enough fog
there to fill the Sistine Chapel.

Ihe sound coordinator did not think about

enough microphones for a KISS concert.

Hopefully, this gave prospective viewers the
push to give themselves over to absolute pleasure
and to see this play when it comes back next year.
It was well worth the $15 per ticket.

of Rocky fans away. Younger kids who did not get
some of the jokes still thoroughly enjoyed the
musical.

For those who missed it, the movie version is
just as good. Stages of Omaha brought this play
to life and if Omaha is lucky, it will be on again

Review By Kaitlin
Jessing-Butz
A film that epitomizes the term
hort and sweet,” Gary Winick’s

ladpole™ manages to put a charm-

¢ twist on taboo sex, French litera-
ire and an almost Oedipal love story.

The roughly 80-minute movie
lls the story of Oscar, a 15- year-
ld too smart for his own good. De-
ribed numerous times throughout
1c movie as a “40-year-old trapped
14 15-year-old’s body, Oscar, played

y Aaron Stanford, harbors a passion

¢ size of the theater. The floor was rigged with

Tadpole’ provides oftbeat humor, talented actors

for Voltaire and his stepmother Eve,
portrayed by Sigourney Weaver.

A brooding Holden Caulfield-
esque teen, Oscar is wanted by all of
the girls at his school.

His habit of carrying around a
copy of “Candide” and quoting
Voltaire incessantly only makes him
more attractive to all of his teenybop-
per classmates.

While on Thanksgiving break
from his private prep boarding
school, Oscar returns to his swanky
New York City home and makes up

Although the majority of the audience was
adults, that did not keep the younger generation

next year.

his mind to confess his love to Eve,
even though she is seemingly happily
married to his father, a history pro-
fessor at Columbia University played
by John Ritter.

Of course, Oscar’s plan does not
get executed as he would like it and
through a twisted chain of events and
drunken miscalculations, he ends up
sleeping with Eve’s best friend, the
sultry Diane, masterfully realized by
Bebe Neuwirth.

The story spirals off from there,

covering Oscar’s attempts to woo Eve

and cover up his affair.

The story may sound strange,
but the earnest and honest portray-
als by all of the actors make the film
click. Stanford proves to be a very fine
actor and Neuwirth plays her neo-
Mrs. Robinson role to a tee.

Winick opens each chapter of the
film with a different quote from
Voltaire, showing his intelligence and
knowledge of literature.

“Tadpole” shows that even a
story of a boy’s love for his stepmother
can be heartwarming. 3
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By Doug Meigs
Yellow lights and street lamps
flash past in a wash of darting
florescence.
The bass blasts as we weave in
and out of traffic. The only red lights

seem to be those careening past on

the tail of each passing car.

From the passenger seat I watch
the world fly by. Every so often I
glance over to see the driver gripping
the wheel. But my focus is directed
at the atmosphere hurtling under the
lightweight metal frame.

This is his first time racing his
new car. It’s my first time racing,
period. The car still has the in-transit
paper on the front windshield.

~ Just seconds ago, I was sitting in
my 1990 pile-of-an-Oldsmobile,
when the sparkling Neon pulled up.

The driver, who is a student at
Central but wishes to remain
unnamed, along with one of his
racing buddies in the back seat, were
literally revved up and ready to go.

“This is extremely illegal,” he says
as he turns on his radar detector and
sets it on the dash for a precaution
against police.

It’s 10:30 on a Sunday night. The
driver says that gives us an hour and
a half to race, because he’s 16 and has
a provisional operators permit (in
turn a driving curfew as well) and
street racing is against the law.

He doesn’t want to risk having
an even more expensive ticket.

Yellow and white street lines zip
and merge like a lighting-fast string
ripping the road out from beneath the
car’s wheels.

“Oh man, it doesn’t seem like
were going 90,” the person in the
back seat says as we plummet down
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the parkway.

“I know man, this car is so much
quieter than my other one,” the driver
says, but the stereo drowns his voice
out.

The road beckons while the
driver’s lead foot is more than willing.

He told me earlier he’s only been
out racing specifically to race twice
before. Usually it just happens. He
said he'd be driving around with
friends after a movie and ended up
spending the rest of the night racing..

Tonight is just messing around.
If he wanted to get serious, the other
passenger and I would wait outside
the car while he raced. At this point,
we are about 350 pounds of extra
weight to drag.

“Speeding is one thing, racing is
another,” he says. There are specific
laws against racing.”

At this point we're searching for
a partner.

Once we find someone who
looks like they will race, the driver
says he’ll rev his engine and if they
are interested they will come.

“If you see their car is moded
(modified), they either think their car
is fast and will race, or actually are
fast and will race,” he says. “If they're
willing to spend $3,000 on a looks
and a body kit, they've got to be
willing to put something in the
engine.”

Sundays are perfect for racing
because the driver says the cops aren't
out. The only problem is finding
other racers.

Tonight should be OK because
Omaha Public Schools (OPS) doesn’t
have classes the next day because of a
teacher in-service.

It takes about four minutes to

A street racer’s tachometer redlines
while evading police and curfew.

FAST AND FURIOU

An EDGE reporter rides along with a Central
street racer for a night of racing, speed and police

cover 100 blocks going through
residential streets, side streets and
main roads. As we continue to go
west, the streets get wider and
emptier.

We are headed to AMC (a movie
theater complex), the driver tells me
a lot of street racers can be found
around that area after movies start to
get out.

Although all the movies are still
on, we look to find any cars with
exhausts or enhancements. There are
a couple, but the drivers may not be
coming out for a while so we go to
144th Street to scope out the strip for
any police presence.

As we fly down the relatively
open 144™ Street strip, we see three
cars turning off of the road. They
might be racing soon, so we follow.
We are near a spot where the driver
says he had raced a week ago.

We floor it over to the area, but
the cars are gone. The driver says he
saw people racing there last night as
well.

We continue on the gas-guzzling
cruise on 144th Street. A cop drives
past. We slow to watch where he is
headed. He turns, so we stay straight.

“I don't really like to race, just
someone to drive fast with,” he says
as the car takes off.

As we top the crest of a hill, a
2001 Mustang with dual exhaust
appears in front of the car. We pull
up and rev the engine before cutting
in front of the car. He starts to
approach, then guns it.

“He’s coming, yeah he is,” the
driver says.

“Hit it, hit it, hit it,” the other
passenger shouts as the Mustang
levels out with us at 100 mph. The

sound of the intakes 8
pmportionally to the cn:;i,nc\';-«
Two cars drivin; the speed
block the road ahead.
Thcrc is a small gap
them. The Mustang pull
barely squeezes through it
110mph. We are forced o dr
60 mph within the next rw
before the hole reopens.
through and try to ku]" up.
The driver is going abow
mph and the Mustang i
away. I would be on the edge
seat if I wasn’t buried <o far in
back of it. “That guy is cran’§
passenger screams from the backef
The speedometer keeps of
past the last notch, then the e
cuts out as we redline in fifth ;;,‘-
We are coasting at 120 mph. w3
he continues on. He vanishes ovrgs
next hillcrest.
“He’s gone, holy sh™*, he'sgor
the passenger says. “He had w4
been going at least 160 (mph).
The fuel begins to flow again i3
the Mustang is no where to be fouf§
“That’s the fastest 've ever g8
period,” the driver says. “He hi§
have a supercharger.”
We make a U-turn and conugs
the circuit. The car still throbs 8
adrenaline and we look for anofs
racer. We rev our engine at a B}
but he’s not interested. The driverd
that a lot of people with niced
won’t race, but a racer never knov:
Scenery blurs past as we &
Civic cruising along on the oppe
side of the divided road.
Then there’s a cop. :
As soon as we approach. 8
sensor begins to beep feverishly
We turn around to make surc |
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¢ cop is leaving. He does, but so
»es the Civic.

On another occasion, the driver
|d me about when he had been up
cing all night. He said he had seen
yother racer go by him on the other
de of the street. The driver pulled a
turn on a red light, not realizing a
yp car had pulled up behind him.
e gunned it and the cop turned on
lights and began to follow.

“| pulled into a parking lot,
arked, turned my lights off and
stened to music for a while. We sat
wre for like 10 minutes. I was so
\il'i.'L{.“

No cops seem to be around
nvmore, so we keep going full
wrottle down the street.

“Look at this stretch of road, it
st screams 120 (mph), doesn’t it,”
¢ says, then floors it once again.

Streetlights continue to reflect off
| the asphalt and gleam in the
olished windshield. We wait for the
ctlection of halogen lights. The
river tells me that racers often have
wlogen lights.

We pass a number of cars and rev
w1 engine. None seem to be
werested so we head back to AMC.
\cve been out for half an hour. A

orvette turns onto a side street.

We would have followed, but the

¢r doesn't want to go on a street

hasn't scoped out yet. Halogen
proaches from behind. It’s a Ford
Liurus with dual exhaust.

He revs his engine and we begin

o vo. But he backs down and turns
v a parking lot. The driver said that
ining on fog lights will let other

livers know you want to race. It's
like fishing,

Another cop appears. He heads

sraight on 144th Street. We follow
again to make sure he leaves the street.

He does and we make another U-

trn.

A Camaro turns off of the street,
but there is an Eclipse heading up
from behind.

He pulls up beside us at the light.
Then another Mustang pulls up.
Both appear interested in racing. The
driver in the Mustang right next to
us revs his engine and grins.

The other car backs down, but

we both take off as the light changes.
Wheels squeal as the tires peel out.
We sail ahead up through second
gear, then he pulls in front. We catch
up for a moment, then he loses us in
fifth.-We've lost every race so far. It
doesn’t matter.

“If you can find one good race,
that’s a pretty successful night,” he
says. “It doesn’t really matter if you
win or lose. I just like to go fast.”

Mustangs are the perfect cars to
race. He tells me they usually act as a
cover because they almost always win.
He said he has raced a number of
Mustangs, but has only beaten one.

“We need to find one that we
have an even chance against,” the
driver says.

Racing isn’t too good on Sunday
nights. He tells me it’s non-stop
racing on Fridays. On Fridays they
will meet at Sonic before going out
to race.

We pass another Civic and rev
our engine. He's not interested, but
this time the person has a reason. A
police cruiser is parked on the side of
the road watching us. He didn’t have
his radar on or the detector would
have gone. But he heard the engine
rev.

“I'm done for tonight,” the driver
says as he turns to make another U-
turn while looking over his shoulder
to make sure the cop doesn't decide
to follow. We head to Wendy's to pick
up some food and check the engine
to make sure everything is all right.

He pops the hood and looks over
the still sparkling new engine.

The intake he had just installed
two days earlier is still cool.

A few weeks before he had
messed up his old car’s brakes doing
a bunch of 100-0 mph stopping.
Everything seems OK.

The car is 50 miles older and a
fourth of a tank lighter, but that’s
nothing. One night, the driver said
he put on 120 miles and used a whole
tank, all in the period of an hour or
so.

Within seconds I'm standing by
my car. Six minutes before the driver’s
curfew.

“It was a successful night,” he
says and then drives away.

Whether a driver is racing on the
street or the track, Stereowest em-
ployee Jesse Hirschman said the win-
ning car will almost always be the one

\.‘*é;
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Horse-power

that has the most invested in it. He
explains the relationship between
purchasing power and horsepower in
the following photos.

(1) Enhanced cam gears,
fuel dial and fuel pres-
sure regulator offer a
combined 18 horse-
power for the label price
of $730.

(2) Cold air intakes as
displayed on the wall of
the Stereowest show
room offer five addi-
tional horsepower for
$150.

All Photos by DOUG MEIGS/ THE EDGE

(3) Enhancing a car’s sus-
pension coils as picured
allows a car to adjust be-
tween street and track
conditions.

(4) Lighter rims and
il stickier tires allow the
car to roll smother with
less excess weight.
Hirschman said they
help more than anything
else and cost around
4 $2,000.

(5) Stereowest employee Matt
Welch instals a cold air intake.

(6) The engine swap displayed
in Hirschman's car adds 170
horsepower for about $3,000.

(7) The Toyota Supra engine
contains a twin turbo.
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(Right) Kyles stands by
the car he races in the
senior parking lot.

(Below) Robert Kyles in-
stalled a dual exhast in
his car to achieive
greater performance

Streetracers transform Omaha

By Doug Meigs

Street racing is illegal. But for senior Robert
Kyles, it’s just good fun.

Weekend nights, Kyles can be found roaring
down secluded streets while racing along side
whoever’s willing. He’s not consciously breaking
the law. He's just out to have a good time.

Officer Robert Vondrasek of the Omaha Police
Department (OPD) said that street racing has
become a major problem for law enforcement in
the Omaha area and is growing worse by the week.

From Friday through Sunday every week,
Vondrasek said that OPD has to spend around 16
to 20 man hours just to keep street racing
somewhat under control.

Back in the ’80s, he said street racing was a
problem along the Abbot Drive area. It had since
diminished after Vondrasek said Omaha Public
Schools (OPD) put its foot down and arrested 142
individuals. However, over the past three years, the
issue has sky- rocketed.

Besides being illegal, Vondrasek said street
racing is extremely dangerous. He said individuals
often race along major streets where there is the
risk of a pedestrian crossing the street or a car
turning into the midst of a race where drivers could
be traveling around 150 mph.

Kyles on the other hand said he believes street
racing is relatively safe. In races he has been
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involved in, Kyles said they were on abandoned
industrial roads or areas that had been checked out
previously. The primary concern is avoiding police.

“Road conditions are the biggest danger,” he
said.

Kyles has been racing by himself and with his
car club (Psychotic Design) ever since he bought
his Neon last year. Other members of Psychotic
Design include some former Central students along
with other individuals spread across the Omaha
area.

Sometimes he bets on the races, but not often.
He said the most that’s ever put on the line is $30
at a time and has made more money than he’s lost.

Much of the perception of street racing has
been distorted. Kyles said that movies like the “Fast
and the Furious,” are completely unrealistic. He
said the ways cars are constructed and how races
take place couldn’t happen in real life.

However, racing is still very competitive across
Omaha. He said some drivers take the races pretty
seriously and there is a lot of trash talking involved.

“A lot of people will see a car and say it’s rice
or slow or has no style,” he said.

After investing about $3,000 in labor and
parts, Kyles said he is very insulted by such
criticism.

“Rice” means a car looks fast, but is actually
really slow. For example, he said a car could have a

car, he still 3
the switch,

(Left) The ol

body kit and spoiler, but nothing under the ho

“It made me pretty mad, but like I said br i
it to the street,” he said. “I'm not one to talk abofg
anyone’s car, just race.” sl

Kyles record is about 25 —12. Bur the orfige
race Kyles said he should have lost was agains{ i en
Mustang. His first challenge was from anot
student at Central. g

* “It’s all about the adrenaline,” he said. "Tiig
first race is going to be the biggest adrenaline ndk
you will ever get, especially if you win it. !

Kyles won the race and said he’s been hool
ever since. 53

He and the other driver are still good friensg -
but he said they have become rivals as well.

Kyles said that Omaha is extremely divers
far as car clubs. Dragon Imports, Lethal Creator
Wicked Imports, Lurking Shadows, 7 Deadly S4d
are just a few of the countless groups that race 4§
with Kyles every weekend.

Vondrasek said that he has no problem w
car clubs. The problem arises when clubs
together in large groups.

He said one can often run into congregati
of more than 200 racers and hundreds¢
spectators.

Although high school students make up
portion of Omaha’s street racers, he said that the
are also a number of college students and gradua®
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race.

OPD tries to minimize the racing, burt it’s
cult to do. He said they will often send
arked cars out to see them to identify racers
re sending additional officers. But, the racers
fien times able to escape. Many of the cars
ain illegal equipment such as nitrous oxide
ters or police scanners, which he said allows
110 evade notice.

Kyles remembers one occasion his first year
1o witha friend where they were part of a group
ound 200 racers far out past Sarpy county and
ce showed up.

There were two cruisers with one offer in each.
s and the other racers were using a strip that
¢ed off into a dirt road. About a third of the
ers went down the dirt road. Another third
tdown the strip, while the rest went up it. Kyles
one of the first cars that went up the strip.
(s where the cops were waiting. However,
wse there were just two officers and so many
and people, he said the police couldn’t really
yvthing.

Since the police weren't actually there during
racing. he said the only thing they could charge
erv with was loitering. In the end, he said
vone was just told to leave.

“I'hat was the only time I've ever been caught,”
aid.

\ondrasek said the penalty for the first offense
5100 fine. Other penalties could range from
nonths in jail, to a revocation of driver’s license,
1000 fine to a confiscation of one’s automobile.
pending on the offense, it could be all four.
Omaha has a specific law against street racing.
s states that “exhibition of speed,” in any form
legal. Vondrasek said that means a person could
charged with street racing for racing against
cr cars, by one self, or just by burning his tires.

‘It doesn't have to be cars side by side,” he
- You're still violating the statute.”

In an ideal situation, Kyles said all of the
llenges and racing areas would have been pre-
anged. He said they will also change locations
cral times throughout the night to prevent
wing police attention as well as use lookouts
I walkie-talkies.

“Sometimes you can stay at spots longer, but
u don't want to stay in one spot too long,” he
d. “Many racers are getting police scanners now.
ucan get in trouble for them, but they sell them
Radio Shack.”

After everyone arrives, everyone who isn’t
ing is either a spectator or a lookout. Earlier in
¢ year he was at a large parking lot that was filled
th hundreds of racers and spectators. Kyles was
1 a hill overlooking the area with a friend. He

said they saw police coming from miles away and
were able to notify everyone before they arrived.
He said the police thought it was a false alarm. A
few hours later, he and the rest of the drivers
returned to race some more.

Most of the cars that he said racers are driving
are imports. Kyles' Neon is an import.

Stereowest employee Jesse Hirschman said that
imports are the smaller, less expensive, yet more
efficient cars. He said the term really refers to sport
compacts. Both Honda Civics and Dodge Neons
are imports. Domestics on the other hand, are the
power cars. He said Mustangs are a prime example.

Hirschman said he races almost every week
with his friends, but doesn’t support street racing.

“Street racing is dangerous,” he said. “That’s
why its called racing its meant to be on a track.”

Nevertheless, Kyles said that many individuals
go to stores such as Stereowest, Sublime Motor
sports or Modern Garage to enhance their cars for
racing. Possible enhancements include super
chargers (which provide the engine with more air)
as well as cold air intake (which allow the engine
to run more efficiently as well as providing more
air).

“It’s all about air flow.” he said.

In addition, some street racers install nitrous
even though they are illegal.

“Nitrous can damage your car, but only if you
install them wrong, otherwise they are the cheapest
horsepower for your dollar,” he said

Kyles used to have nitrous in his car, but had
it removed because it was interfering with the
motor.

The switch is still located on the passenger side
of his gearshift. If’s somewhat hidden so that its
not very noticeable.

“I've always been in the cars, but I didn't have
a car to race, I really got into racing this year,” he
said.

He has been racing with ever since he was 11.
Ever since Kyles can remember, he said he has been
around automobiles.

“I was with my dad and we were in our 79
Caprice Classic. I was maybe 6 and this Mustang
pulls up and gives him a rev, and we both just took
of,” he said.

Kyles' father currently fixes cars up and sells
them. Right now he has three cars, but when Kyles
was younger, he said his father had around six.

“He (Kyles' father) is more of a muscle car
person, I'm into imports. He rides Camaros and
Mustangs and big body Chevrolets,” he said. “I
plan on putting a turbo in it and getting a port
and polish (that opens up head and allows for more
air flow). I'm into sleepers. I want my car to look

stock.”
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Kyles said his father knows he races and doesn’t
really like it. But that’s not to say the two don’t get
along. In fact Kyles said he learned almost every
thing he knows about cars from his father. In turn,
Kyles has been able to make most of the additions
to his car by himself. After graduation he wants to
become an automobile mechanic and own his own
high-performance shop as well as race
professionally.

Until then, he'll continue to race on the street.

Brian Stickel, drag strip director of the Mid
American Motorplex (MAM), is less complacent
concerning Kyles’ choice to race.

“You have this hobby and no one is against
your hobby, but it needs to be in a safe
environment,” he said.

Aaron Johnson, general manager of MAM,
said that 1,000 die every year street racing while
thousands more die who aren’t even involved in
the races.

MAM'’s goal is to bring racing off the streets
and onto its new course and soon-to-be-opened
drag strip. Every other week the track holds open
races for a $5 admittance or a $10 racing fee to
accomplish that goal.

So far he said they have seen tremendous
results. At the opening he said there were almost
1,000 drivers racing and 1,500 people in the stands.

“Street racing is dangerous. This is controlled.
There are no pedestrians or cars, its all fenced in,”
he said. “It’s virtually 100 percent safe opposed to
street racing and that's beside the illegality and
police factor.” :

Johnson said he had street raced all across the
nation, so he has first-hand knowledge of the
devastation it can bring.

If a street racer is caught, he said the penalties
could ruin a young person’s credit for years.

“I'