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Fred Mace
and Hailey
Coffman, both
in pre-kinder-
garten at
Sherman
Academy, use
a computer
the school
bought with
grant money.
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National Pacemaker Award Winner
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Matthew Thompson, a fifth grader at King Science Center, is one of almost 400 students who elect to go to
the school even though they live outside its attendance zone. Magnet schools are a major part of the new plan.

en Omaha Public Schools eliminated forced busing and went back

to neighborhood schools, it tried to create programs that would
attract white students into schools in black neighborhoods and vice versa. Its
goal was to keep the district’s schools integrated on a voluntary basis, unlike
what current Central students dealt with when they were in elementary
school. And after three years of the new plan, most students choose to attend
their home schools, creating racial disparities among the district’s 59 ele-
mentary schools. A six-page report looks at the purpose of the new plan, its
effects and what may lie in the future.

Gorbachev

addresses
Lincoln
audience

By Joe Meyer

Senior Andy Hofmann
couldn’t resist. It was too good
to ignore.

The way he saw it, it was a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. It
was a chance to hear a former
world leader speak.

It was a chance to see
Mikhail Gorbachev, the presi-
dent of the Soviet Union from
1980-1991, a Nobel Peace Prize
winner and a man who has been
involved in politics for over 50
years.

So he traveled down to
Lincoln with his father and lis-
tened to Gorbachev’s speech
March 14 at the Lied Center for
Performing Arts.

Gorbachev was in town as
part of the E.N Thompson
Forum on World Issues, an event
hosted by the University of
Nebraska to offer people the
chance to learn a little about for-
eign affairs.

Throughout the years, the
forum has brought in politicians
like Nebraska Sen. Chuck Hagel,
but Gorbachev was definitely
the most popular of any speaker
who has attended.

People packed into the 2300
seat venue.

There were even lines out-
side the door for people who
were hoping for the chance to
getin.

Hofmann was one of the
lucky ones. His dad was able to

- receive two of the free tickets

before they were all gone. He
even sat near the stage.

In his speech, entitled
“Russia: Retrospect and
Prospect,” Gorbachev discussed
issues like the United State’s
national missile defense pro-
gram, the Cuban Embargo and
environmental concerns.

Gorbachev said protecting
the environment will be the
number one objective for the
global community in the twenty-
first century.

World leaders need to make
sure younger generations under-
stand the importance

See GORBACHEYV, page 6

lan to impose enrollment cap scrapped by district, parents

By Joe Meyer

fter being considered by
tofficials, school adminis-
S and parents, next year’s
ment to Central will not be
'ti.

teve Nelson, director of stu-
ind comm unity services for
istrict, said that the selec-

tion process has been satisfied,
which means that the district
was able to place every student
who wanted to attend Central in
the building.

Nelson was not able to give
the exact number of students
who will attend the school next
year.

Principal Gary Thompson
said he was pleased with the fact
that the district decided not the
limit the school’s enrollment.

He said it would have creat-
ed a dangerous precedent by
closing the door on some stu-
dents who wanted to attend the
school.

Thompson said the idea was
proposed to a committee of par-
ents and teachers earlier and
they responded the same way.

He said parents like having
the opportunity to decide where
their children attend school.

Capping the enrollment also
might have forced some parents

to send two different children to
two different high schools.

Freshman Jessica Sheridan
said she agrees with the district’s
decision.

She said she doesn’t how the
district would decided who
could attend the school and who
couldn’t.

ight 2002
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Desegregation

The move to neighbor-

of OPS’ elementaries,
and not for the better.
INSIGHT, 8B

hood schools altered the
demographic landscape

summer.

Warped Tour
One of the longest-
running punk tours
decides to make a
stop in Omaha this

A&E, 17C

But the district’s decision
doesn’t mean the school is the
same as it was years ago, special
projects director Carla
Noerrlinger said.

Because the school is over-
crowded by more than 700 stu-
dents, the district has designated

See ENROLLMENT, page 7
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Billboard displays

student art work

Senior Susan Kimball's art work is being displayed
on a billboard as a local celebration of National Art
Month.

Kimball won a contest for having the best artwork.
When she won, she couldn’t remember ever entering
a contest. She found out that one
of her teachers at the Career Cen-
ter had chosen the photo and
entered the contest for her.

Her work was put on a bill-
board on Cuming street to be
seen by passing motorists.

The photo of a flag will be
displayed for the next month. All
over town different companies
sponsor similar billboards.
Sponsors of this billboard are,
Dean’s Camera Center and Channel 6.

Many high schools also sponsor their own bill-
board for a student’s work.

Kimball has been an artist for many years. She
attends Career Center to further develop her skills in
photography and produce better work, she said.

She said she feels she has benefited from this ex-
perience. Her artwork has gained the attention of fel-
low classmates and the general community. At the very
least, her work made the drive to work on Cuming a
bit more pleasant.

Kimball was pleased that her work was able to be
displayed for the public to see. Having her artwork
out for the public was worth more than the award,
she said.

Many people have wanted to purchase her art-
work and she has already sold a few copies. The pic-
ture on display was already sold before it was shown
to the public.

Kimball

Students prepare for
challenging AP test

Students in Advanced Placement classes will soon
begin feeling the pressure to succeed.

Many juniors and seniors face the fact that they
will have to put the knowledge they learned this past
year into a three-hour examination in early May. To
prepare the students for this tough task, many teach-
ers and students will be beginning their preparation
for the upcoming test. )

The AP program was started to give high school
students the chance to take college level classes in a
high school setting. The classes are generally more
difficult and faster-paced than other classes offered
at Central.

Many colleges will accept a good score on the AP
test as credit for a class, but each college has different
criteria for passing.

Scores range from one to five, with five being
outstanding and demonstrating a full knowledge of
the subject and one meaning that the student would
probably fail that class in college.

The study sessions occur usually once or twice a
week, and students review the entire year of that class.

AP American History teacher Carol Hipp holds
these sessions twice a week for her juniors who plan
on taking the test.

She said she feels that in order to do well on this
type of test, one must study more than usual.

The American History group meets for a little
over an hour on Thursday nights and Saturday morn-
ings. During these sessions, students can review what
they learned and expand on what they have learned
to give them an extra advantage when taking the test.

During the meetings, students have a chance to
cover information they have not had class time yet to
cover. Not all information can be covered in class be-
cause the AP tests occur a few weeks before the ac-
tual school year ends.

The study sessions have greatly contributed to
success. Over 70 percent of the students that take the
test get a three or higher, compared to the 25 percent
or fewer at other local schools.

Students said they feel that the extra study ses-
sions are tough, but they know it will pay off when
they take their tests in May.

German, French NHS
honors new members

French and German National Honor Societies held
their induction ceremony on Thursday, March 21.

Each member had to meet minimum requirements
to join the society. These included have a high two or
higher in French Class as well as having high marks
in other classes at Central.

Students must then attend related activities, such
as the French Club picnic or attending French-related
movies and plays.

Prospective students then had to fill out an appli-
cation to be considered for the honor.

The societies also offer letters to an even more se-
lect group of members. The letters are similar to ath-
letic letters, except they are for attending additional
events related to the language, either French or Ger-
man.

At the reception, each language held a separate
induction. French NHS gave each new member a cer-
tificate and they lit their candles.

The group then recited the oath of dedication to
the society.

German NHS did a similar procedure, but they
only lit candles and gave their oath.

The reception concluded with cake and punch.
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Janitor Rufus Haynes lifts up a table in order to arrange the courtyard for a garage sale that will be
held at the school during spring break which starts on April 1.

ril
April Fool’s Day

Trickery and jokes will be played throughout the day. Students will be on spring break this
day.

Spring Break begins '
Students have the week off from school before the end of the semester. There are less than seven
weeks of school left when students return.

FBLA State Conference in Omaha

Members of the Future Business Leaders of America will attend their State Conference in Omaha.
The event lasts for three days.

ACT Exam

Students who registered for the ACT will take the three hour exam on Saturday. Students are
expected to be at the testing site before 8 a.m.

Daylight savings time begins
Remember to set your clocks forward one hour to provide extra daylight in the evenings. Day-
light savings time takes effect at 2 a.m.. '

P.E.P. Meeting

Parents are encouraged to attend the monthly P.E.P. meeting at 7:30 p.m. The meetings discuss
topics of importance to all Central students.

Teacher In-service Day

Students have an extra day added to their spring break by a teacher work day. Students are not
to attend school this day.

Graduation Announcement Delivery

Seniors who ordered graduation announcements will receive them on the 10th through the
12th.

Junior, Senior Prom

Upperclassmen have the opportunity to attend the annual Prom at Central. The dance starts at
7:30 p.m. and lasts to 11:30 and will be held in Central’s courtyard.

P.E.P. Post Prom

The Central Teacher-Parent Organization will host an after prom party following the dance. It
will take place at the Ranch Bowl till 4 A.M.

National DECA Conference

Students who qualified will attend DECA Nationals in Salt Lake City, Utah. Many Central Stu-
dents will attend this event that will last through the 24th.

District Music Conference

Central music students will attend this conference hosted in Ralston. The conference lasts through
the 20th.

Teacher In-service

Students will have the day off on the 26th. Teachers have an in-service to have meetings and get
caught up on work before the end of the year.

Progress Reports
Students will be graded for progress reports this week. These fourth quarter reports will be the

last of the year.

A Cappella Music Concert
A Cappella will receive awards and then perform a vocal concert on the 30th. The group has

also performed periodically throughout the year.

Central well.
representeq,

state DECA

Over 70 Central marketi,
dents attended the Ni"bfagkﬂg;'
Career Development C(mft‘ren('

Nearly 1,000 Student :
around the state attended. Ty, E
was sponsored by DECA , 'ciul:
marketing students. &

Students competed ip eve
covering every aspect of myj
education.

They competed in thesg g,
either individually or as , tea};
two.

Students then particip,
various events for their competis
Many students took one or ty,
ten tests, and then did a ro).
situation that pertained to the;,
ject. '

The written tests congis
general subject tests and maj
math tests.

In the role-
plays, students
had to analyze a
problem and
present a solu-
tion to a panel of
judges.

Participants
who placed in
the top eight in
their category
after Thursday’s events wereiny
to compete in the finals held o]
day. Many Central Students g
fied for these finals. IN¢

The events on Friday weread
to the results from Thursday toy
the top students in each catego

The top three students wy
then be able to attend the Ine
tional Career Development Cofilt.ic
ence held this year in Salt Lake(@l 11
Utah. SO

Twelve students qualified fofill .o |
International Competition thats
be held in mid-April.

Both Melissa Hepburn andVillon,
Michalak qualified for this com;
tion.

They were on a team in thlis
nancial Services event. They plil ¢
first in their event, guarante
them a spot at the International (il 1
petition. ear

Students who attended the Jilq m
braska Conference also had the
portunity to do many activii:giys |
further enhance their marketin:¥§ T}
perience. oug

Each school had voting dele
to vote on candidates for state
in Nebraska DECA. Students
attended workshops to give f}
insight on various careers and
of study.

At the end of the day
events such as dances and e
entertainment were offered toti
tendees.

NHS indua

new membe

New National Honor Socief
ductees attended an induction’
cheon on Sunday, March 17, 5
ing a start to a year of volunt
and helping the community.

National Honor Society i
ciety for the top high school st
who are dedicated members "
student body academically, an¢’
a commitment themselves tos¢"
the community.

The brunch was a welcon
emony to those students who g
fied for the honor.

The event started off with ¥
troduction by the NHS sludcm?._
dent. Superintendent John M+
then spoke briefly about childe
today’s society followed by 2 o
by Principal Gary Thompson

The keynote speaker for the
was former Mayor Hal D‘mr..
spoke about how to be a lea®
today’s world and about his V]
ences that he said he still b ]
from today. C

His speech was taken {0 h','.
tivational by many of the stud
who attended. .

The new members wer
cially recognized individually *
new member received a ¢
and a pin and posed for a
with Hal Daub and the NH>F
dent.

All of the new memberr'_[j‘_'
for a group picture outside L
after the brunch.

Hepbum
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Frading lawsuit decided in school’s favor

By Kaitlin Butz
Aformer Millard women took
hattle over in-class grading all
way to the U.S. Supreme
it and although she may not
. won, she said the awareness
case raised made the entire
al worth it.

Kristia Falvo filed a lawsuit
nst the Owasso Independent
wol District in an attempt to
its practice of allowing
jents to grade each others’
ers in class.

Her decision to file the suit
o after years of problems with
learning disabled son being
ted by other students grading
wapers. Falvo said she had met
1 teachers and principals to
about it, but the problem
isted.

[he case was first heard at the
thern Oklahoma Federal
rict Court in Tulsa, Okla. in
iber of 1998 and the verdict
not in Falvo’s favor.

She appealed to the Tenth
uit Court in Denver in April
999. A three judge panel
nimously overturned the
rict Court’s ruling.

[he district appealed to the
uit Court and asked for all ten
es on active duty to hear the
b and make a decision, Falvo
. The judges ruled 6-4 in favor
ilvo. That was when Owasso
the case to the Supreme

rt.
[he Supreme Court heard the

NCONTRO
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a “dark cloud” over the cel-
tion, Greenberg said.
Incontro’s best friend, Tess
on, said she had known her
¢ fourth grade, when they
attended the same school.
When she heard about the ac-

dMS ¢ | arson said she didn’t be-
Omp ot

She knew Incontro would be
. 1z up to the wedding atany
‘DA ¢, she said.
e\ 1y plan was to go home and

a her and say, ‘Oh my God,
‘ann, it was so crazy, everyone

thelll ¢ vou had died,” she said.

the@l| ;rson and Incontro had al-

i been close.

i 1oy had stayed friends all
uzh middle school, and in

case on Nov. 27, 2001. Falvo said
each side got half an hour to make
its case to the justices. The
decision was not announced for
several months, but Falvo said she
already knew how they would
rule.

“They had already made up
their minds before they heard it,”
she said.

On Feb. 19, 2002 the decision
was issued: in-class grading
would be allowed.

Falvo’s main argument in the
case was that it was in violation
of the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974
The judges ruled that peer
grading did not violate FERPA
and reversed the Circuit Court’s
ruling.

In the justices’ stated opinion,
FERPA only covers educational
records, which does not include
daily assignments. Therefore in-
class grading did not constitute
any sort of violation.

Falvo said she did not mean
to go after teachers with her
lawsuit and actually received
support from some educators.

“I think that in most schools
the teachers are very
professional,” she said.

The Owasso district did not
provide the proper guidelines for
its teachers in regard to grading,
Falvo said. She said she knew of
teachers who never graded their
students’ assignments.

This was especially shocking

eighth grade they even made a
“best friends folder,” where they
kept photos of them together and
wrote down memories to keep.

It was an idea that Larson said
she thought was “a little nerdy,”
but now she’s glad to have it.

On the Sunday after she
learned of Incontro’s accident,
Larson sat down with the book.

“I started to cry. It was just
real sad,” she said. “We had one
page where we wrote down all
our plans for the future. I would
have liked to see what happened
with those.”

Monica Kissel, Incontro’s bi-
ology teacher, said most kids
learned about what happened to
Incontro on the 18th.

“A lot of kids were like, ‘Oh

A mght to remember

compared to the positive
experience Falvo said she had in
the Millard district.

“I was very naive, I took our
public schools for granted,” she
said.

Falvo’s children attended
Ackerman Elementary when they
lived in Millard and she said the
teachers there were wonderful,
especially the teachers her son had
for primary school.

“I get tears in my eyes
thinking about the teachers
there,” she said.

Falvo’s son did not
technically even qualify for
special education under the
Owasso district guidelines, but by
law the district had to include him
in the program because he had
been part of Nebraska’s special
education department.

For now, there are no official
changes in the Owasso
Independent School District. But
parents and school officials are
more aware of the potential
problems peer grading can cause,
Falvo said.

She said she has accepted a
position on a district committee to
establish written guidelines about
in-class grading. She will be
providing a parent’s perspective
in the decision-making process.

She may not have won her
case, but Falvo said it was worth
it. Her son is now a sophomore
in high school and is thriving in
school. She said participating in

my gosh, I just talked to her on
Friday,” she said.

She had learned about the ac-
cident Saturday morning, when
principal Gary Thompson called
her to tell her about what hap-
pened.

Knowing about it in advance
gave her time to plan out what she
would do on Monday, she said.

She wrote passes for students
to go down to the counselor’s of-
fice all day, she said, and not just
for kids who were in Incontro’s
class.

“She knew just about every-
one,” Kissel said. “I was writing
passes for a few kids in every class
I had that day.”

She passed a card around the
class for students to sign.

the court process was an
enlightening experience.

“It gave us an awareness of
what people have to sacrifice to
keep their freedoms,” she said.

She and her husband Jim
sold their house to move, but
got caught up in the case and
had to stay in Oklahoma. So the
couple and their four children
had to move into a two-
bedroom apartment.

“We feel like we really paid
a price,” she said.

The outpouring of support
from people around the
country has made Falvo feel
like she made a difference.

She said she received many
letters and calls that made her
feel like she was doing the right
thing.

“It was such a humbling
experience,” she said.

French teacher Bev
Fellman said she has had her
students grade papers, mainly
short quizzes, in class for years
and has never had a problem.
She said students do not seem
to mind exchanging papers.

“Students really trust each
other,” she said.

Fellman said she finds peer
grading to be a useful device
because it allows students to
see what they do and do not
know right after they are tested
on it.

“It's a good teaching
device,” she said.

undreds flock to freshman’s vigil, teacher says

That evening, Kissel went
to Incontro’s vigil at Our Lady
of Lourdes church. She said
there were crowds of people
from all over who gathered to
pay tribute to her memory.

“She was always willing to
help other people out,” Kissel
said. “If someone had a ques-
tion or needed a hand, she’d
help if she could. She was just
a really sweet kid.”

Incontro’s death has left a
hole in the life of many people
who had known her, Larson
said.

“She was so much the life
of the party, and now it’s like
she’s not there anymore,” she
said. “Now it’'s like, ‘Oh.
Party’s over. The end.”

Coliege Corner

Virginia State University

Location: Petersburg, Virginia

Admission: 89 percent of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 3,390

Additional facts: Historically black, all dorms wired for
campus-wide network, most popular majors are Public
Administration and Business

Freshman admissions: 13-19 on ACT, recommended
courses are four years of English, two of Math, and two

of Science

Pennsylvania Institute of Technology

Location: Media, Pennsylvania

Admission: 100 percent of applicants admitted.

Type: Two-year private university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 323

Additional facts: Learning center is available. Home-
work helpline staffed during the day and the most popu-
lar majors are business marketing and social sciences.
Freshman admissions: 11-19 on ACT recommended
courses are four years of English, two of Math, and two

of Social Studies

Dana College

Location: Blair, Nebraska

Admission: 97 percent of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year private university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 579

Additional facts: Intramural sports offered workstations
are located in dorms. The most popular majors are teach-

ing and business.

Freshman admissions: 19-23 on ACT, recommended
courses are four years of English, three of Math, and three

of Science

Gonzaga University

Location: Spokane, Washington

Admission: 82 percent of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year private university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 2,852 full-time

Additional facts: Coed housing is available. There is
beautiful urban location. The most popular majors are
business marketing and social sciences.

Freshman admissions: 23-28 on ACT, recommended
courses are four years of English, three of History,
Language, and three of Math
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over 65 countries choose Creighto
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» Free makeover with purchase on Saturday, April 13, 11-5
Have Danielle, our celebrity make-up artist show

o you the difference between daylight and candlelight

il make-up. Call for appointment.

+ Exquisite selection of hair accessories and jewelry

to complete your radiant appearance.

€Eden

: 42150.11th St. in the Old Market (directly acrass from Nouvelle Eve)
0 Phone: 345-5598 Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am-9 pm ; Sun. 12-5pm

“It's amazing how easy it is to get involved

with activities and people at Creighton
Mentoring kids is very rewarding.”

Zulmita Barrios
Omaha, Nebroska

Physics Major e Elementary School Mentor
e Involved in HIV Research

»

. TAKE A TOUR

admissions.creighton.edu

Creighton offers you:

A small university with a national reputation.

The Jesuit Catholic tradition.

A student/faculty ratio of 14 to 1.
Undergraduate, Graduate & Professional Schools.

14 Division I sports.

A vibrant and involved campus community.

800-282-5835 or 402-280-2703
Omaha, Nebraska
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Fax: [402) 697-4401 » Wats: (BOD) B86-3702
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A-H DIFFERENCE

Family Hair Styling Center
& Tanning

sSpecialty Perm Wraps
Nailcare & Products *Precision Cutting

Walk-ins Welcome

108th and Center

Pasta Amore Restaurant

Celebrate your Prom with a special

dinner for two or eat with all your
friends in the Party Room!

Make your reservations early by calling Pasta Amore at 39 1-2585.

Prom Specials At Rockbrook Village

Pasta Amore Prom Specials

$16.00 each (includes meal, tax and tip)
Meal includes warm roll, salad and beverage.

Lasagne with meat sauce and fresh cheeses
Spaghetti or Penne topped with your choice of meatballs or sausage
Ravioli stuffed with ricotta cheese and spinach, served with meat or red sauce
1 Fettuccine Alfredo

David’s Rockbrook Florist

Prom Specials

Make your Prom unforgettable with flowers from David’s Florist!

Wrist Corsage $25

Lovely small bouquet of mixed flowers with delicate greenery
plus ribbon to match her gown

Boutonniere $10

Cluster of flowers with a greenery accent

Call 391-3191 to order. Last minute no problem!

|
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Enroliment
fluctuations

Alternative school en-
roliment over the course
of a school year is con-
stantly changing. From
week to week, quarter to
quarter, students are in
a continual process of en-
tering and leaving the
schools. OPS’ three alter-
native education centers
(AEC) for high school stu-
dents are no different. In
the program students
usually leave after a se-
mester, thus creating
major fluctuations in
school population. The
following pencils (left) il-
lustrate the percentage
of this fluctuating change
during the course of the
school year.

By Doug Meigs

Math teacher Chad Burns
used to work at an alternative
school before coming to Central.
He said his goal as a teacher
was to help the students move
back into traditional schools.
“Those kids were pretty much
coming out of the gutter,” Burns
said. “Any change would have
been a major improvement.”
Burns worked at the alterna-
tive school (PULSE) in Sellah,
Washington for three years. It was
his first teaching job.

PULSE, an acronym for pride,
understanding, learning and self-
esteem was part drug rehabilita-
tion center and part educational
facility.

“Everything that could have
happened did,” he said. “It was
so intense everyday.”

OPS itself has four alternative
schools (Yates, Wilson, Blackburn
and Parrish). The schools are re-
ferred to as AEC, short for Alter-
native Educational Centers, and
there are at least 15 more in the
immediate Omaha metropolitan
area that offer a variety of addi-
tional educational options.
Burns said the students at
PULSE came to the school form all
over the nation with as many drug
problems as he could imagine.
The main goal of the school was
to help its students return to an
educational atmosphere after
their lengthy inpatient detox-pro-
gram.

He said that overall the school
did a great job helping kids turn a
new leaf, but for some students
the situation may have been det-
rimental.

Burns said PULSE's curricu-
lum was fairly loose because
rather than assign daily home-
work, he would assign larger
amounts over a prolonged pe-
riod. Some students couldn’t

FETSI0%8 FHT AN
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handle the freedom and wouldn't
do the homework, he said.

Burns remembers one seven-
teen-year-old student who al-
ready had two children and
worked a full-time job to support
herself. Without an option like
PULSE, he said the girl would
have been forced to drop out of
school.

She didn’t have time to con-
tinue her education in what one
might consider a “normal” edu-
cational environment.

“Alot of the students who are
problems in a regular school set-
ting are much better (here),” he
said. “They don’t have anyone to
act up for.”

Robert Faulkner, the coordi-
nator of Parrish’s expulsion pro-
gram, said the students he works
with use the school as a jumping
off point.

As a whole, Parrish is broken
down into three sections: inde-
pendent study, special education
and an expulsion program. The
students Faulkner is referring to
have been kicked out of school for
countless reasons.

These students have been
found guilty of everything from
fighting to carrying a weapon and
are all enrolled together. Yet
through Faulkner’s aid, he said
the overwhelming majority make
a change for the better.

Oftentimes Burns said it is
unsettling for some students to
come into a large school like Cen-
tral. The different environment
can prompt unacceptable behav-
ior that a smaller school, like an
alternative setting, might be able
to prevent. Because of this, taking
classes at an alternative school can
be a great opportunity.

“However there were some
students that when they go into
that atmosphere they can’t func-
tion because it’s so different, they

Photo By DOUG MEIGS/THE REGIS

Math teacher Chad Burns previously taught at an alternative school in Sel_lah, Washington,
said the experience taught him a lot about teaching as well as students in general.

Alternative vs. Traditional
Teacher says environment makes the differen

couldn’t handle the freedom"
said.

Sometimes a student wo
come in and just continuei
downward spiral, but for ther
part PULSE didn’t have trou
with its students.

“The students were pr
that their school was drugr
Burns said. “If there was anyt
of drugs the kids would tell”

They were working to
clean and sober. Most didn't:
to be putin a situation wheret
had to be around drugs. Toh
prevent such exposure, the i
had an extremely strict anti-
policy.

If Burns or any teacher!
even a mild suspicion thata:
dent was involved with drug
student could be forced ot
drug test within the next 241
If the results turned out negi
the student was put back int
in-patient program. Howevef
process was rarely used.

Similar to Burns’ expere
Faulkner said that dey
Parrish’s “rough” student [
lation, there are very few beh
ioral conflicts. For many of th
dents he said Parrish’s expus
program is their last option#t
public schools system.

Due to the school’s flev
atmosphere (similar to PUL*
students can receive one-0™
attention. The primary drawf
is that the students lack ]
curricular outlet offered by"
seven high schools. Some stu?
may flourish in the environ®®
while some may be more corp
ible with a traditional schod

Burns said he learned?
from teaching in alternative*
cation. Most of all he said he
ized that wherever one M@
he'll find the same good kid*
different environments.

Alj

Seven of Omaha’s local alternative schoo

Parrish - public

Blackburn - public

Graphic By LUENINGHOENER/ THE REGISTER
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information courtesy of individual school principals

Includes three programs - independent
study, special education and an expul-
sion program.

Works primarily with students having
behavioral problems.
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aw school environments to behavioral facilities,
fthe options that are open to

he transition in and out of an al

such schools play an important role in
students in Omaha’s alternative schools.

Traditional
School

A o e S IR .

she is expected T
to graduate
from a tradi-

¥ tional school.

] 2 Through continued
~misconduct, or a
placement

decision

If he or she fulfills IEP
and/or ISP (Individual
Evaluation Plan, and Indi-
vidual Success Plan), the
student is transferred
back into a traditional
setting.

bystem
least an

The goal of most alter-
native schools is to
return students to a
traditional setting as
soon as possible.

ternative school

Student returns to
traditional school.
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By Doug Meigs
(gl Hidden away behind perpetually-
ed steel doors sits Alpha School, one
i maha’s most rigid alternative facili-

59l [0 enter, one has to go around back
e main entrance. A walkway extends
of-ct above the ground into the build-
A metallic barred cage covers the
ning, shutting off another locked steel
rat the end of the tunnel.
The entrance protrudes out from a
on-like playground’s slab of pave-
tsurrounded by a 20-foot fence. The
osure has only two distinguishing
acteristics, a pair of netless basketball
ps.
Alpha School is a level-three contract
cy and is the last chance for many
ths to either “shape up or ship out,”
I development and liaison coordina-
dhirley Shanks said.
The facility is the end of the line for
v students. By the time a student ar-
s at Alpha School, Shanks said the
B has exhausted all of their available
“Aburces. Most have been involved in
¢ sort of short-day program or dis-
Bl alternative school.
Alpha school is a quasi-governmen-
facility run by the Eastern Nebraska
‘W2 Services Society for the last 25
Al's- It works in cooperation with pub-
chools with youths in grades K-12.
“The kids who have come to us have
a history of problems. We teach re-
‘ement skills to help reintegrate the

students into public schools. It's an ex-
tremely structured environment with
positive awards for some actions and
immediate consequences for others. All
the kids with us are here for a reason,”
Shanks said.

Upon entering the buildings blank,
off-white hallways, one is immediately
assaulted with a sterile stench of ammo-
nia. Mirrors hang in the upper corner of
each turn.

The students are divided into four
levels. At the first level, students have
very few privileges. They are not permit-
ted to speak, are allowed to walk only in
straight lines accompanied by a supervi-
sor,and must be escorted to the restroom.

Alpha School’s curriculum tailors to
the individual, with the primary focus be-
ing reform of negative behaviors.

In the beginning of each students’ en-
rollment, they fill out an individualized
Educational Plan (IEP), to set goals for im-
provement. When teachers see the stu-
dents meet their goals, they are rewarded
with points.

As the student progresses upward, he
or she must exchange points with “pro-
motions.” The promotions require self-
analysis on behalf of student and recom-
mendations from staff.

Once a level-three student, the indi-
vidual is allowed to attend public school
in the morning and then return to Alpha
School. Level three along with level four
(the last stage) work to gradually inte-
grate the student into public schooling,

the majority of which end up going back
to public schools.

“The process takes most students
close to two years to complete,” Shank
said.

The hall turns and cuts through
some of Alpha School’s classrooms. Sud-
denly colorful “good job’ certificates
cover the walls. A skateboarding dragon
is taped up next to a bench holding some
of the student’s painted model airplanes.

The dragon, which is Alpha School’s
mascot, is plastered on plaques found
around the facility. Referred to on the
student handbook as “an age old sym-
bol representing wisdom, strength, and
the power of transformation,” it repre-
sents each student’s personal transition.

“We don’t send the kids here and we
don’t go searching for them,” Shanks
said. “Kids don’t like being held to strict
consequences, but that’s how they
learn.”

The school uses restrictions ranging
from time out, a period of alone time
used to give the student time to reflect
on his actions, to nonviolent physical in-
tervention, where a staff member uses re-
strained force to take the student to the
floor.”

Compared to many school’s disci-
plinary tactics, such practices may seem
outdated. However, with Alpha School,
Shanks said they are absolutely neces-
sary.

On average she said the school
makes approximately eight nonviolent

Rigid structure preserves academic hopes

physical interventions in any given week.

Nonviolent physical intervention, as
defined in the facility’s student hand-
book, is a safety procedure that occurs
when a student is attempting to damage
property, harm others or himself.

“The staff will restrain you face down
on the floor. The staff will hold your arms
and legs. If you fight the staff that are
holding you, they will hold you down
until you stop.

Once you stop struggling and the
staff thinks you are calm enough, they
will let go... After you have laid on the
floor quietly with your hands open for
five minutes, you will be able to sit in time
out carrel and do a time out.” .

All of the staff take part in subduing
such students. Along with the 30 person
teaching staff, the Alpha School also em-
ploys a four person ‘time out staff.’

Situations could result in chaos, but
staff involved are always sure to have at
least three people there to prevent any
harm against student or teacher, time out
staff member Wyvone Fryer said.

“Most of these students are aggres-
sive to a point where they need to be con-
trolled. It gives the student a chance to
know he can get himself under control.”
Fryer said

After transitioning the students into
a public school environment, she said the
procedures that might have appeared too
rigid on the surface, become obviously es-
sential to helping the students improve
in the long-run.
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Latino school
proposes new
opportunities

By Paula Salhany
Rumors of OPS starting a Latino al-
ternative school have received the atten-
tion of Omaha'’s educational community
as of late. Latino students who are hav-
ing problems in the traditional school set-
ting would be able to attend the school
in order to get extra help and attention.
Beto Gonzalez, counselor at the
Chicano Awareness Center, said it would
be nice to have a Latino alternative school
in the area, but if there were one, he
would like to see people from the Latino
community running the school.
“There needs to be people who know

~about the pain and hardship these kids

have gone through, especially the kids
from the Third World countries,” he said.

Dan Weidner, operations leader for
alternative education, said he doesn'’t feel
the need for a separate Latino alternative
school. He said the alternative school
right now is doing a wonderful job and
that all students are welcome.

Currently, the alternative school pro-
grams have ESL accommodations. An
ESL teacher is available for any student
who needs help, no matter what program
the student is in, he said.

Gonzalez said if OPS had teachers .
who understood the backgrounds that
some of the students came from more
completely, they would learn better,
which is what he sees a Latino alterna-
tive school doing.

Junior Yariela Ruiz said the school
might help students keep more focused
and have a better attitude about school.

“If you notice a lot of Latinos don't
care about school,” she said. “I don’t re-
ally care about school.”

Ruiz said even though there is a
chance that the idea could be a failure, it
would be good for the students who don’t
know any English.

“I'm okay in the school setting be-
cause I know both languages pretty flu-
ently, but for kids who don't, it would be
a good idea,” she said.

Weidner said there are many differ-
ent programs available in the alternative
schools.

If a girl is pregnant and doesn’t feel
comfortable in the school setting, she can
take an independent study program, he
said. If a student doesn’t do well in the
traditional setting of school, the alterna-
tive school provides a smaller setting for
them. Also, if a student is expelled from
school, they are able to attend one of the
alternative schools for the duration of
their expulsion, Weidner said.

“The schools provide expelled stu-
dents with the basic courses such as En-
glish, math and social studies,” he said.
“Itis just a way to keep students involved
in the school system.”

Mary Stiverson, student personnel
assistant at OPS, said she heard some talk
about the Latino alternative school.

She said it has been mentioned by the
Latino community that it would be help-
ful for the district to have a school ,but
that nothing has come about that she
knows of.

Gonzalez said if OPS doesn't start the
school, he would at least like to see more
bilingual counselors.

Celaine Smith, bilingual liaison at
Central, said they are always looking for
counselors like Gonzalez to help the
Latino students.

“Some students who are having a lot
of problems hit a wall or barrier, but
when they talk to Gonzalez, they open
right up,” she said.

She said she thinks the alternative
school is a good idea. But no matter what
happens, she said people like herself and
Gonzalez will continue to help the stu-
dents in the Latino community.

Yatés = public

Works specifically with special edu-

cation students.

Wilson - public

A more traditional alternative school,
similar to Blackburn.

Phoenix Academy - private

Teaches basic learning abilities through
a more hands-on approach.

ith a wide array of specialties, each school offers something unique to its students

Alpha School - private

A last resort for students out of tradi-
tional and public alternative schools.

Dundee Montessori - private

This program works with elementary
school students using the “Montessori
method.”

All School Photos by FAITH LYNN/THE REGISTER
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Student fee bill changes f°°"

By Joe Meyer

The student fees bill that has
moved onto select file in the Ne-
braska Unicameral may be sub-
ject to a little change.

Although state Sen. Ron
Raikes from Lincoln originally
did not intend the bill to outline
what schools can and cannot
charge fees for, he recently pro-
posed an amendment that does
just that.

Raikes said the change was
because of different philosophies.

The educational committee,
which Raikes is the chairman of,
suggested that the bill only in-
clude general guidelines for lo-
cal school boards to follow, but
the legislators wanted specific
regulations.

So, Raikes said he decided to
propose the amendment in order
to try to satisfy the Legislature
and fr)' to get the bill passed this
session.

“When you get beat, you get
beat,” Raikes said as he explained
the bill’s shift in focus.

When the bill comes up for
select file, the second of three lev-
els of debate a bill must go
through, lawmakers will con-
sider whether to amend the bill.

The amendment, if adopted,
would allow school districts to
charge for:

By Paula Salhany

The GED is harder now. On
Jan. 1, the center for adult learn-
ing and educational credentials
updated it.

“The test hadn’t been up-
dated since 1988, and with tech-
nology improving and science
advancing, it was time to change
things,” Lyn Schaefer, director of
test development at the center,
said.

The updated test allows
testers to use calculators on half
of the math test and requires them
to write an essay.

The essay, whichis graded on
a four-point scale, must be writ-
ten before any of the multiple
choice answers are graded,
Schaefer said.

“The essay topics try to stay
away from political and heated

- Fees associated with obtain-
ing credits from post-secondary
education institution.

But if a class is taken for high
school ¢redit and post-secondary
credit simultaneously, fees cannot
be collected.

- Participation in extracur-
riculars which are not offered for
credit or grade advancement.

- Transportation charges for
such extracurricular activities.

- Copies of student files or
records.

- Reimbursement to the
school district for property lost or
damaged by the student.

- Before and after school or
pre-kindergarten services.

- Summer or night school.

- Breakfast and lunch pro-
grams.

The amendment also states
that school districts may require
students to furnish:

- School materials like pen-
cils, paper, pens, erasers and note-
books for classes.

- Appropriate clothing for
specified courses, like gym
classes.

- Musical instruments for
participation in optional music
courses.

But the bill would remain the
same in some areas, Raikes said.

[t would still require that

topics and are geared more to-
wards life experiences because so
many of the students that take the
tests are in juvenile detention cen-
ters,” she said. |

She said students do not have
to take classes in order to take the
test, but a ninth-grade student has
a lower chance of passing the test
than a student who has made it
all the way through eleventh
grade.

Even though students aren’t
required to take preparatory
classes on the national level, if a
student in OPS is ages 16,17 or 18
and wants to take the GED they
have to take classes, Amy
Tunning, OPS’s adult education
volunteer coordinator said.

“The students are required to
attend an orientation class and
pass five practice tests before they

Photo by FAITH LYNN/THE REGISTER

In the future, athletes like freshman Blake Gayer may have to pay for the fees associated
with participating in sports if a legislative amendment is accepted in the Unicameral.

school boards officially adopt a
student fee policy.

And if the school boards
wanted to alter anything, they
would still have to hold public
meetings to address the issue.

This policy would need to be

can take the actual test,” She said.

Tunning holds orientation
meetings two times a week at the
Teacher Administrative Center
and sees approximately 15 new
students each time.

She said that is a lot more kids
than she has seen come in since
the beginning of the year.

Former Central student Brit-
tany Hansen said she was re-
quired to take the equivalent of 12
hours of classes that took her ap-
proximately three or four weeks
before she was allowed to take the
test.

While she managed to get her
required hours out of the way in
less than a month, others were not
so lucky.

“It was relatively easy for me
to complete, but there were people
in there that had been there for

approved by the majority of
school board members and pub-
lished in the district’s student
handbook.

Also, school districts would
be required to establish fee waiv-
ers for students who qualify for

months,” she said.

In order to pass the GED,
testers must score 410, although
some states require a higher score.
The average person scores about
450, Schaefer said.

She recommends the GED
only as a last resort.

“The best bet is for students
to stay in school,” she said. “But
for students who have already left
school, the GED will open big
doors.”

Hansen took the test before
the change was made, so she did
not have to take the revised ver-
sion.

She said she doesn’t think the
test would have been too much
harder for her because she always
did fairly well in school and the
test was easy.

Megan O’Shea, also a former

free or reduced-price lunch pro-
grams, which Raikes said is a ma-
jor focus of the bill.

But no matter what the bill
ends up saying, Raikes said he
believes a bill that addresses this
issue will be passed this session.

GED undergoes overhaul, new test more difficult

Central student, dropped out with
Hansen.

She has not taken the test yet
because of the sickness of a fam-
ily friend. She will have to take the
updated GED.

“Ireally don’t think it’s going
to be much harder,” she said.

Tunning said while she hasn’t
seen evidence in numbers to say
that the test is harder, students
have been having a more difficult
time with the new material.

“We've seen a lot more kids
failing the practice tests now and
having to go back and do more
book work,” she said.

She said the new material
seems to be very challenging but
that it will become more evident
as more students take the tests,
whether or not it is as difficult as
it seems.
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Saving Sex for Marriage provides real freedom from
unexpected pregnancy, emotional pain from broken
sexual relationships and Sexually Transmitted Diseases,
such as Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, Herpes, Syphilis and
HIV/AIDS. 3 million American teens contract an STD

every year.

The Birth Control Pill contains powerful unhealthy
steroids which can cause Bacterial Infections, Blind-
ness, Bloating, Blood Clots, Breast Cancer, Cervical
Cancer, Headaches, High Blood Pressure, Infertility,
Nausea, Pelvic Inflammatory Disease, Strokes, Tubal
Pregnancy, Vomiting and Weight Gain.

The Pill Causes Chemical Abortions by allowing
fertilization up to 50% of the time and irritating the
lining of the uterus so the tiny baby cannot attach to the
uterus and then starves to death.

Condoms and Birth Control fail to prevent preg-
nancy and HIV/AIDS 20% of the
time. Nebraskans United for Life
provides free pregnancy tests.

For a tour of our office Sundays
6-8:00 PM and Free Pizza. Call for

reservations at 399-0299.
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Let Dundee
Florist Make
Your
Prom a Memo-
rable One!

Hours
M-F 8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays

675 N. 50th St.
Omaha, NE 68132
(402) 551-2442

SCREEN PRINTING - EMBROIDERY
T-Shirts - Fleece - Sport Shirts - Hats

Apparel for all your needs:
Student Council - Prom
Team Sports - Social Events
Tournaments - Book Store - Fund Raisers

339-9128
8072 H Street Omaha, NE 68127

email:sidelinesports@mcleodusa.net

' 9
Far SOWS
A WORLD OF FASHION

Shop from the Unique
Collections of Contempo-
rary and Traditional
Clothing and Sportwear

Canali-Talli-Mephisto-
Coogi-H.Freeman-St. Croix-
Cole Haan-Ike Behar

Also Featuring Omaha’s Most
Complete Custom Clothing
and Custom Shirting

An Everchanging Store in
Todays Everychanging World
120 Regency Parkway

Regency Court
402-397-7900

WAGNER STUDIOS

Photography ~ Fine Art ~ Framing

Karen Wagner

e-mail karenwagner1@cox.net

= - D |
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3615 California Stefil ™!
Omaha, NF 6813l
(402) 932-0805
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N% CLARKSON COLLEGE

KA

800-647-5500 or 402-552-3100

Nursi!

Bachelor!

Nursi

Medical Imag"
Health Care Busin#
Managem

Associatt'
Occupational Therd
Assist?

Health Informat?
Managen?

Physical Thera)
Assist?’

Radiologic Technol

Clarkson College has minority scholarshif
opportunities and health science progra™
that are designed to take your career high
Let’s talk about your future.

A higher Degree of Excellence.

www.clarksoncollege.ed’
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By John Owens-Ream

It was a B day. There was sup-
ed to be a girls basketball
eting after school in room 111.

and
+ [ shell taco was the lunch op-

1in the courtyard. But it didn’t
Iy matter.

Because it was Sept. 11.

On that day, two hijacked pas-
ocrjets crashed into the World
de Center, collapsing the two
est buildings in New York City,
most beloved city to the col-
ive American conscience.

In the last six months the
rld has changed profoundly
ause of this tragedy.
Increased tension with the
Idle East has strained ties,
re 1s now a War on Terrorism,
i the term, “Axis of Evil” has
pied new meaning.

Central has changed as well,
in exactly what ways and for
v long those changes will last
vet to be seen.

lhings that were once over-
ked are now being very care-

Eli i)

bm ENROLLMENT, page 1
itral as a “closed school,”
ich means that students who
‘ealready chosen to attend an-
er school cannot change their
d and attend Central in the
ire.

Sophomore David Rhee said
1s worried that the school is

SiIX months

fully attended to.

There are new flags for most
of Central’s one hundred-plus
classrooms, and the Pledge of Al-
legiance is now recited daily in
homerooms around the building
and throughout the state.

It’s part of an effort to boost
patriotism after the attack.

Whether or not the events six
months ago have truly changed
the lives of Americans forever,
though, still remains to be seen.

Sophomore Kevin
Maclnerney doesn’t think it has.

“Unless something else hap-
pens, soon flags sure won't be fly-
ing on everyone’s cars anymore,”
MacInerney said.

Government teacher Carol
Krejci said most students have not
been affected by the events six
months ago.

Although she said she has no-
ticed that upper-class students
have become more patriotic than
other students in the building.

She said because seniors are

growing too big.

Rhee is one of 356 students
who “opted” to attend Central
this year.

He lives in the Burke atten-
dance area, but he said he chose
to come to Central because of its
strong academic and athletic tra-
ditions.

by-and-large more knowledge-
able about world events, they
might be more affected than fresh-
men or sophomores.

The attacks, which killed close
to 3,000 Americans, also killed
Central High alumnus, Jerrold
Paskins.

But many say the attacks still
feel very distant.

Sophomore Jake Holst said he
felt detached from the tragedy.

“l don’t (feel strongly) be-
cause I've never been to New York
City,” Holst said.

Holst also said he felt patrio-
tism was becoming too much of a
popular trend.

“It'sjust another fad,” he said.
“We should have already been
feeling it.”

However, students seem to
agree that there is no denying that
this national tragedy has changed
the world in many ways, only not
as much as many people thought
it would during the days follow-
ing the attack.

Yet even Rhee, who is only
allowed to attend Central because
of the district’s open enrollment
policy, supports an enrollment
cap.

He said he thinks 2600 stu-
dents would be a good number at
which to cap the enrollment of the
school.

Photo courtesy of CARY CONOVER

months ago, images of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York frightened many students, especially
en people first learned about the hijackings. Many students first learned about the terrorist acts while at school.

ffects of attacks still felt around school

Many, maybe even most, of
the lingering thoughts and feel-
ings seem to be concerning na-
tional safety.

“In your mind, it always
could happen again,”
Maclnerney said. “It’s about what
could happen to us.”

Despite lingering doubts
about safety and some fears that
this “War on Terrorism” has no
end in sight, the general consen-
sus of teachers and students alike
is that it is time to move on.

Krejci said her class talks
more about security issues that
affect them now, but that little else
has changed.

“I wish I could say that stu-
dents have been more interested
in how the government works, or
in learning about it, but I can’t,”
Krejci said.

“During the first few days we
were all profoundly affected; still,
it seems that as the distance grows
we return a little bit to compla-
cency,” she said.

Rhee said that if the school
continues to grow and get even
more overcrowded, he will con-
sider transferring to Burke.

He said he thinks the over-
crowding has caused a decrease
in respect among students and is
the reason why the school has ex-
perienced an outburst in student

By loe Meyer

Don’t call Christopher
Scalzo a normal teenager.

He may go to school at
Westside High School. He may
be involved in his church’s
youth group and boy scouts,
but he’s doing something that
many 18 year olds don’t even
dream of doing.

He’s running for a spot on
his district’s school board.

He might have a legitimate
chance to be elected, too.

He is
one of three
candidates
seeking
election this
year. Two
will have a
spot on the
board after
the election

on May 14.

Scalzo said he is trying to
make a difference in his com-
munity and he is trying to
change some things.

He is trying to change
society’s image of teenagers—
that they are only interested in
using drugs and slacking off.

“I think that some people
are seeing it (my campaign) as
a negative thing because they
don’t think anyone in our gen-
eration will do anything to help
our nation,” Scalzo said.

“They see us as slackers
and druggies and I want to
change that image and I hope
that others will try to change it,
too.”

Scalzo said he thinks young
people should be able to have
some sort of control over how
they want to be educated.

He wants to get on the
board so he can try to eliminate
some of the district’s manda-
tory tests for high school stu-
dents, among other things.

During his junior year, he
had to take reading, writing,
math and consumerism tests
that the district required.

He said he disagrees with
the consumerism test because
teachers only hand the litera-
ture to students and expect
them to pass it.

Itis not connected to a class,
like the other three are and that
is the one Scalzo disagrees with
the most.

And that would be one
thing he would try to change if
he was elected.

Westside

Community

fights this year, too.

Thompson said he expects
further action from the district in
future years.

At the very least, he would ex-
pect the district to tell students
about Central’s population and
encourage them to attend another
school.

Westside teen makes
run for school board

Schools director of communica-
tions Peggy Rupprecht said
Scalzo is the first 18 year old to
run for the school board in quite
some time.

Others have done it, but
they have never been success-
ful, she said.

American government
teacher Carol Krejci said teen-
age candidates don’t have a
very good track record because
older voters are not likely to
trust them and vote them into
public office.

The fact that teenagers
hardly ever get elected, along
with many age requirements
that exist for some offices are
some reasons why teenagers are
not likely to run for office.

But Scalzo said he believes
he is very capable of handling
the pressures brought on by the
six-year term.

He has recently committed
to be a part of his church’s lead-
ership council for another two
years and plans to stay in town
and attend the University of
Nebraska-Omaha.

Right now, Scalzo said he is
worried about getting his name
out to voters.

He intends on making post-
ers, bumper stickers and pins
for his campaign, but it costs a
lot of money that he doesn’t
have.

He said he plans on putting
a huge sign outside his house
to raise support.

He will also campaign
around his school and try to
convince other seniors and
teachers to vote for him.

But whether he wins or not,
he said he likes the fact that he
will be able to have his voice
heard and hopes other teenag-
ers will decide to take active
roles in their community poli-
tics, too.

“I'm really trying to get my
voice heard and get student
views heard because what the
school board sees as a good
things may just be ridiculous,”
Scalzo said.

Krejci said she thinks stu-
dents like Scalzo will continue
to run for other offices when
they get older.

She said what he is doing
now is just a little taste of what
is to come.

“I think politics is kind of
addictive,” she said. “If you get
bit by the bug (at a young age),
you’ll probably run again.”

entral’s population will not be limited with enrollment cap, district officials say

“Something’s going to be
done to limit enrollment (in the fu-
ture),” Thompson said.

Thompson said Central par-
ents and teachers are also con-
cerned that the school will con-
tinue to have adequate supplies
and resources no matter how large
the school’s population gets.
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metro tournament, especially since the team had so many good players graduate last year.

Photo by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER
Sophomore Jay Harmon contemplates his next move during a practice game after school. Harmon said he did not expect the team to do well at the

Chess team continues success by taking metro title

By Paula Salhany

Central’s most successful team isn’t
practicing on the basketball court or on
the football field.

Instead, it is playing matches in a
classroom on the third floor.

Central’s chess team has won the
East metro division championship for the
last five years.

“The only time we’ve lost (in the East
division) was my first match here,” chess
team coach Drew Thyden said.

The metro chess teams are divided
into two sections, the East and the West.
During the season, the teams play other
teams in the same division. Then the
champion of the East plays the champion
of the West for the metro championship.

Central’s team has only lost the
metro championship three times in the
last five years. This year they won again
and are debating whether or not they
want to go to the state competition,

Thyden said.

Sophomore Jay Harmon, who plays
first board for Central, said the metro win
was a surprise this year.

“Since we lost a lot of seniors last
year, we figured it would just be a
rebuilding year and we would take sec-
ond in the metro,” he said.

At the match, Central faced Millard
West.

Harmon said he lost his match, but
that some of the other members won
theirs and it came down to junior Nick
Zielinski’s game which ended in a draw.

Because of the tie, the supervisor for
the chess teams was called. It was deter-
mined that because Central had fewer
season losses, they would receive the
metro championship.

Thyden said the players at Central
have always been strong. _

“Ever since I got here, there has been
a high standard for our chess players and

we have tried to maintain that,” he said.

Prior to Central, Thyden taught at a
school in Los Angeles where he also
coached chess.

He said he would have 30-40 stu-
dents come up to play after school, some
who were serious and some who just
wanted to have fun. That was about four
times the size of Central’s team.

Despite small numbers and the loss
of eight seniors last year, the team has
regrouped and is becoming stronger.

Harmon said he and the other team
members get together in the courtyard
during lunch and play chess, partly for
fun and partly to improve their skills.
The team is also improving with the help
of Thyden and strategy books.

Many of the players take it upon
themselves to learn new tricks and strate-
gies in their free time. Thyden said when
the team meets on Wednesdays they play
each other as well as himself.

Even though Thyden retired from
chess when he was fourteen years old, he
has managed to keep up with strategies
and techniques throughout the years.

He said it is easy to grasp the simple
concepts of the game such as how the
pieces move. But in order to become a
master of the board, it takes a lot of time
and effort.

“It can be much more complicated
than you might think,” he said. “When
they play me I try to help them learn new
moves and improve their game.”

Harmon said he enjoys chess and
plans on playing all through high school,
but doesn’t know if he will continue to
play seriously after he graduates.

“1 will probably just play for fun,” he
said. “But I will probably not play pro-
fessional.”

Over the next two years he said he
expects the team to improve its skills and
uphold their winning record.

Senator proposes raising cigarette tax to deter teens

By Joe Meyer

Whether the money will go
towards the Tobacco Settlement
Fund, maintaining state govern-
ment buildings or to help the state
solve its budget deficit, raising the
cigarette tax is on the minds of a
lot of state senators.

State Sen. Jim Jensen from
Omaha introduced an amendment
to a financing bill that would have
raised the price of cigarettes by 30
cents a pack. It would have used
most of that money to solve the
state’s budget problems, but it
was defeated March 26.

Throughout the Unicameral,
cigarette tax hikes ranging from
two cents to 50 cents are being
debated, but senior Jack Marcuzzo
said he is not very concerned.

He said he knows there is a

new focus on trying to get kids to
stop smoking, but a slight ciga-
rette tax will not come close to get-
ting the job done.

“They would have to raise the
Price to about $10 or $12 a pack
(for me to stop),” Marcuzzo said.
“Fifty cents won't do anything.
You can find 50 cents on the
ground.”

He said he is hooked on ciga-
rettes. He has been smoking for

seven years now and goes ,

through about 10 or 12 cigarettes a
day, but he can go through a pack
or two a day on some weekends.

Senators are also looking to
put the extra cash into the Tobacco
Settlement Fund.

Along with paying for health
care and cancer research, the fund
pays for anti-tobacco campaign-

ing like Central’s Project Why.

Legislative aid George Spatz said
his office estimates that the state
would collect $1 million a year for
every cent that it increases the tax.
Therefore, his proposal would
have collected at least $15 million
to put in the state’s general fund.
But other senators, like Ernie
Chambers of Omaha, have vowed
to fight the cigarette tax increase.
They say increasing the tax
would only affect a minority of
the state’s taxpayers. .
Others believe that the state
shouldn’t increase taxes on ciga-
rettes because they are legal.
Senior Nicholas Kenny said
he does not mind that legislators
are trying to get smokers’ money.
Cigarettes are probably the

easiest thing to tax to solve the
budget problem because they are
not a necessity. He said he is also
happy that the state will use the
money for a designated purpose.

Kenny said he likes smoking,
but he doesn’t need cigarettes to
survive, like food.

He said he would be a lot
more upset if the state started to
tax food.

Marcuzzo and Kenny both
said a cigarette tax increase would
not affect them very much
because they only smoke cheap
cigarettes.

Marcuzzo aid the state should
focus on taxing alcohol as well
because it is as unhealthy as
smoking and the state would gain
more money because alcohol is
more popular.

'Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER
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YOUNG CANDIDATES
Students running for pub-
lic office show that they
care about communities.
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m not going to stop pushing the
'ser buttons. But I better have a clear
o tor doing it.

It may be irony or disgust, but bug-

5 10lks isn’t good enough anymore.

>0 [ mean it. [t's what [ think.
Fat your sarcasm. This is real.

gan, “Rare. Well Done,” is offensive and
needs to be changed.

The organization is trying to con-
vince the citizens of this fine city that
this slogan is disgraceful. It even went
as far as to post possible alternatives on

offended?

With our country fighting a war and
our economy going down the tubes, it's
pathetic that these “activists” have
decided that this is on the front of their
agenda. A woman in Houston was

But then again, it might be a big
deal.

These old dried up tree-huggers
tried to come into my nice, somewhat
quaint city and act like they own the
place.

There’s probably some that I am
missing, but I will accept suggestions in
the future. Feel free to add some to the
list if you want, but always remember
one thing.

I hate PETA.
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Zero tolerance or zero sense!

ght a knife to school and was then allowed to return b:‘icause he
s sometimes controversial policy,

WM Find a different way

Recently, a South High student was expelled because he brou . .
did not speak English. This has many people reevaluating the effectiveness of thi

B Keep zero tolerance

Policy produces equal |

treatment of all cases

Zero tolerance has never
been an easy topic to discuss.

Maybe it’s simply the
title of the policy. It sounds
so final, so foreboding.

The rule doesn’t offer
any sort of consolation.

Summarized, the Code
of Conduct states that any
student who is found with
anything that can be used as
a weapon on his person is
immediately ex-

administration.

Those who so quickly
criticized the policy after the
South incident also ignored
the underlying reason for the
situation. '

“Zero tolerance” is a
misnomer. The policy does
have a built-in safeguarding
device. The event at South
only solidified that belief.

The purpose of zero tol-

erance is to re-

pelled.

That doesn’t
appeal to many in
today’s society.
People want to
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move any student
who might be a
threat to any other
student’s safety.
That is exactly

hear that there isa

way out. They want to hear
that they can make an excuse
and be completely forgiven.

But from simply reading
the code, that isn’t what zero
tolerance offers.

Maybe that’s why, when
a South High student’s ex-
pulsion due to the rule was
revoked, many people
jumped at the chance to criti-
cize the policy.

They said the policy had
resulted in one student being
unfairly removed from
school. They said it compro-
mised his education, and it
did so without ensuring any
other student’s safety, like it
is supposed to.

But trying to find fault
with the system is ignorant.

The policy is justified.

After Columbine, it be-
came evident that schools
could no longer allow any
threat of violence to exist.

The schools needed to
prove that they were safe.
They needed to prove that
anyone who violates the
sanctity of the school is not
dealt with lightly.

Zero tolerance did that.

But it goes farther. By
promising that any student
with a weapon will immedi-
ately be kicked out, no ques-
tions asked, the rule also acts
as a deterrent to any people
who might want to tempt the

what happened at
South. A student had a knife
fall out of his pocket. A knife
is obviously a weapon, and

the student was punished as .

such. The school wasted no
time in expelling him, get-
ting the threat of the weapon
and the could-be perpetrator
out of the school.

The student appealed
his removal from school. He
claimed that he had been
unaware he could turn in the
weapon to administrators
without having to face con-
sequences.

Yeah, it seems like too
easy of a way to get out of
one of the most controversial
punishments in public
schooling today. But the dis-
trict believed the student’s
story for one reason.

English was not his first
language, and he was still
not fluent.

This is one of the few in-
stances where an expulsion
due to a zero tolerance policy
has been reversed.

Instead of using the
South High incident as a rea-
son to criticize the current
system, dissenters should
look at it as what it is, an in-
stance in which the rule
worked exactly as it should.

And hopefully, the com-
plaints of these few will not
cause the policy to be re-
voked.

#

Latest incident shoy,
policy’s shortcoming

Once again the school
district’s zero tolerance
policy has created major
problems and has shown
that it needs some major
changes.

A South High student
was expelled after a knife fell
out of his pocket, but the

.expulsion was later

overturned by the school
board.

consider revising thi «
strike and you're out”
of rule that has resyy;
students being expeljq
having safety SCissors, p
clippers and plastic kp,
This case shoulq ,
officials  realize
“following policy”
always right. It sho'uldbe
sign that not every G
involving a weap

~Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

The student related
did not mean to intended vigje
bring the knife. He .E.D.ITC.)IEI:A.L. and that ey
had been using it The opinion of object with
to fix a skateboard y edge is noll .
and forgot it was the Register weapon. G-
in his pocket. This polj T

When it fell out, he
admitted it was his and
turned it into a teacher.

It is apparent that this
was not the average case.
There were circumstances
that made this one stand out.

This student was new to
the school and from a
Spanish-speaking home.
Obviously he was not as
well-versed in the district
handbook as students who
have attended schools in
OPS for most of their lives.

The South incident is
just the newest example of
how OPS needs to change its
zero tolerance policy. If this
antiquated approach had not
been in place, the student
and his family would not
have had to go through this
ordeal. i

Even though he was
later allowed to return to
school, the boy still lost out
on valuable learning time.
He had to go through the
exhausting processes and
red tape of OPS
administration to be
reinstated.

And why?

Because of a simple
mistake stemming from a
cultural misunderstanding
and a lot of
miscommunication about
what the district’s rules are.

The district needs to

does not send the messypd
being tough on stude,
misbehavior. It sends ¢
message that one sip
mistake, one little slip,
and you are gone.
Zero tolerance
seem like a saving g
when it affects a studenty
commits a  ser
transgression, like bringi
gun or pulling out a
and attempting to aj
someone.
But when a stud
commits a less serious
caused by an honest mis;
it is blatantly obvious
zero tolerance is anythj
but a saving grace.
It's a waste of time
This incident didn'th
out as badly as it couldhz
The important thing is f
the student is back insd
and suffered no permy
disciplinary action.
But the district nee
learn from what happerne
South. Everything is nat
with the district's 2
tolerance policy.
Therefore, it is vitalf
OPS reevaluates its prion
and makes a decision
what is more importi
sending a “tough” mes
to kids who make innoj
mistakes or doing wh!
best for all of the distn
students.
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NEVER LOOK BACK

Quentin Lueninghoener

Central students try far too
wrd to be alternative.

The phrase “rebel without a
use’” 1s a great way to describe
¢ majority of the students who
iend this school.

They do things without

IWq

ms 0 inking about tl}en} t?efc)rc hand.
ulteg ey try to bt.' "mdn‘nduals," but
elleq (R°" end up just being part of a
b ‘Bl h larger crowd of ridiculous
knf Tonagers.

lldl This has become more
ey parent in the last few months

e iring homeroom when the

\ldlljg ‘|..gdgt' of the. Allegiance” is
'y ¢ Lmjd over the mte‘rcom..
111;0n Ever since OPS required all
sh schools to recite the pledge,
viok :d;-nts' have complained about
ter " reciting the pledge is an act
vith ‘B ' The Man.”
lherefore, many students
Mot B i e to sit while others display
i patriotism.
es:)h This is just fine, if students do
B o1 the right reasons that is. But
tudep

o many students sit for the
ong reasons.

I've heard nearly a dozen
ichers complain about students
o refuse to stand during the
edge. Thave even heard of cases
here students ridicule others
ho actually speak the words that
v¢ become the staple of school
rmings in America.

Students who are being
ntrary just for the sake of being
ntrary are disrespecting the
o, this country and themselves.
s pathetic.

| know two students who
ve a legitimate reason to sit
inng the pledge.

One is a Chinese citizen and
» other politely declines each
rning because it is against her
1g1on.

Every other student I've
[ked to who sits during the
«dge have given a variation of

nds ¢

ce g

.1|I
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[he series finale of the “X-
es” is in 49 days.

It's sad that [ know that.

But to say that I love the show
nmld be a severe understate-
nt. [ have spent the last nine
ars following the show.

I'm a member of four mailing
ts that have
mething to do
th the show and
ave bookmarked
| “X-Files” sites
my  web

jgnorance rules homerooms
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this same argument, “I just don’t
think we should have the pledge
forced down our throats like that.”

Evidently you should.
Students who give this response
don’t realize how good they have
it.

They aren’t giving any respect
to a nation that tries its hardest to
ensure that every person has
equal rights and is protected. And
the country needs all the support
it can gain right now.

Especially with what has
happened to the United States the
past six months, anyone who

save every episode I possibly can.

I won’t be able to spend hours
reading fan fiction written about
how Mulder and Scully are fall-
ing in love with one another.

I won’t be able to talk to my
friends in other countries for
hours about who stabbed what
mutant in the lat-
est episode.

[ will miss it.
] But some-
LF " how, I think it will
' " be okay. I think

owser. [ also read
n fiction on a

EVERYTHING BUT THE
SINK

I'll be able to sur-
vive.

gular basis and if
iss an episode
ithout taping it, I cry.

[ mean I really cry. I cry so
uch that people don’t want to
'me near me because they are
raid I will become violent.

But now the show is going to
d

I 'won't be able to sit in front
the television at 8 p.m. on Sun-
'v nights strategically pushing
feord and pause over and over
jain to make sure that [ safely

Paula Sahany

I'm not sure
about some of my
friends, though. I think they might
commit suicide. Some of these
people have made this show a
very important part of their life,
even more than I have.

They have dedicated the last
nine years of their lives to the
show. The show excites them
more than anything else.

They go to conventions and
dress like dorks. They make the
websites that I routinely visit and

refuses to say the pledge because
“it’s being forced down my
throat” is simply wrong,.

Given, I've never been a been
a gung-ho American patriot or
anything, but I've learned to, at
the very least, respect the flag that
stands for the nation that gives me
more freedom than any other one
on Earth.

Not only are these students
contrary for the sake of being
contrary, they’re also usually the
epitome of popular culture, the
polar opposite of “alternative.”

In fact, as this is being written,

they write the fan fiction that I
spend hours reading. Many of
them have spent every single mo-
ment of their free time doing
something that somehow relates
to “X-Files.”

I mean, it's a good show. In
fact, it’s a great show. There’s
nothing else like it around. But
come on people. There are other
things in life.

There are other hobbies that
require physical movement such
as sports or just simply getting up
from the chair and walking out-
side. And no, walking from the
recliner in front of your television
to the computer chair doesn’t
count as physical activity.

Right now, I probably sound
like a huge hypocrite, but I'm not
really. Yes, I'm a fan.

Yes, I know more about the
show than any normal person
probably would, but I haven‘t de-
voted my life to it.

[ don’t have the same haircut
and I don’t color my hair the same
as Scully. I don’t idolize the char-
acters. Most of all, I'm certainly

Y . < . )
Top ten ways to remember the nine years of the “X-Files

I Dress up like freaky alien characters and shoot off fireworks while humming the

catchy theme song in the middle of some deserted cornfield.

=]

they're scratch’n sniff.

) N

show.
0,

“Hey pretty alien!”

instead.

Make a statue of Mulder out of dandruff and boogers come alive.
5. Start producing and marketing your very own commemorative coloring
book, paint-by-number book and special sticker collection book. This time

Get a tattoo on your face of Mulder blasting an alien .
Get together with the other “X-Files” fans in your neighborhood and
chase cach other with Super Soakers yelling crazy one-liners from the

Watch every episode ever aired from your mammoth collection of tapes
you've accumulated over the years while picking your Mulder-shaped zit.

Do nothing and go to sleep. . .
8. Create a drawing of what the baby of Scully and Jerry Lewis would look ke

Count the amount of time that you have spent in your life talking, argui'ng
about or thinking of the X-Files. Then, see what you could have been doing

10. Stare selling a new perfume called Sweaty Alien Obsession.

SUTIAN

the first student 1 saw complain
about the pledge and one who still
boycotts it today is wearing Nikes,
khakis and a Creed t-shirt.

You can’t get more
mainstream than that, though he
complains that this “American
culture and patriotism” is being
forced upon him.

Quite possibly the most
pathetic parts of this whole
situation is that not saying the
pledge is actually becoming a
trendy thing to do, which makes
being contrary trendy.

How ridiculous is that?

Popular show’s ending rationalizes life’s purpose

not going to commit mass cult
murder over the ending of a tele-
vision show, no matter how good
it was.

The show has to end some-
time. To tell you the truth, nine
years was really pushing it.

The storyline was getting way
too convoluted and the actors
were beginning to leave and pur-
sue other things. I think that was
a sign that maybe it’s time for it
to stop.

I'm sad the show is ending,
don’t get me wrong. I like watch-
ing the show every Sunday, but I
would much rather have a good
show end with some class than
have it be dragged out for another
decade.

So for all of you “X-Files” lov-
ers, start growing out your hair
and it's probably time to decide
to follow a new show. Maybe you
can start following “Titus” or one
of the other great Fox shows.

But for me, I have hundreds
hours of tapes I can

watch whenever [ get
too bored.
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Thrift store shopping

equals sacred journey

You know you are in a sad
state when the grand opening
of Salvation Army Family Store
is the highlight of your week-
end.

You see, about a month ago
I noticed a “Coming Soon” sign
in a big red brick

minute plans, | would not allow
my father to interfere with some-
thing I had been looking forward
to for so long.

Somehow I got it all together
and we arrived at our glorious
destination by 3:25. It was like
looking at

o

building along -
Dodge. Once |
noticed that it
was a Salvation
Army, | began to
get ridiculously
excited.

Thrift stores are a sacred
place for me. Not only are they
full of incredibly cheap cloth-
ing, but they also have humor-
ous little knick-knacks like Sa-
tanic Trivial Pursuit and glow
in the dark velvet Elvis paint-
ings.

So when I realized that a
new one was coming and that
it would be just blocks away
from school, I was extra-
psyched.

A friend and I began mak-
ing plans to go to the grand
opening, which conveniently
fell on a teacher in-service day
so we would not even have to
wait until 2:50. Every time we
drove past going to or from
school, our excitement grew.

This was not just another
day of thrifting. To us, this
meant being a part of history.
It meant being there for the
birth of something great.

Iknow. We are the world’s
biggest losers. Let us have our
fun.

Finally, the big day arrived.
Also arriving on this big day
was a snowstorm. The sup-
posed snowstorm to end all
snowstorms. This was the
snowstorm that was supposed
to bury us at a rate of two
inches an hour.

- Of course it did not turn
out to be nearly that bad. But
try explaining that to an over-
protective father. Convinced
that the moment I stepped out
the door, I would be buried un-
der an avalanche of ice, he told
me that [ had to be back by 4
p.m., the estimated arrival time
of the horrendous blizzard.

So I rushed to make last

LONG STORY SHORT

Kaitlin Butz

heaven. There

were racks and
- racks of old man
. sweaters, semi-
" ironic t-shirts,
shelves of broken
household appli-
ances and various religious house-
hold items.

Time was precious and we
proceeded to have a “mad-grab”
shopping spree, as it would later
be called. Within 15 minutes we
had made our purchases, with the
exception of one friend, who
balked at the idea of paying $4 for
a used shirt.

We also got to witness a group
of West O. kids “slumming.”
Here’s a tidbit of their conversa-
tion.

West O. Guy #1 “Dude, we
have to get these ugly vests.”

West O. Guy #2 “Oh, Dude
we totally have to!”

West O. Guy #1 “Dude then
we have to like wear them to
school on the same day!”

West O. Guy #2 “Dude, oh my
God, everyone would like totally
flip. It'll be so cool!”

Anytime you get to hear a
conversation between the modern
day Bill and Ted, it is a very good
thing.

While the guys were having
this deep philosophical conversa-
tion, their girlfriends were trying
on old bridesmaid dresses and
laughing at how ridiculous they
looked. Of course, they looked
ridiculous either way, but they did
not seem to realize that.

So in the end, it was a half-
hour excursion in the middle of a
winter storm, which ended up
being my only time out of my
house for about 24 hours.

I got a skirt for three bucks, |
got to see two brain-dead Millard
guys and their equally intellectu-
ally-gifted girlfriends act like mo-
rons and I saw a red mesh men’s
T-shirt.

[t was a great day.

Homophobia becomes
society’s new pasttime

It is upsetting to me that I
can’t go one day without
hearing words like “faggot”
and “queer” during school.

Kids think that these are
harmless ways they can
express themselves. That is not
true.

These words and sayings
are defamatory and hurtful.
The sad thing is
students don’t
know or care
about the impact
of these words.

under attack.

But school is not the only
place that homosexual rights
don’t matter. In Nebraska, gays
and lesbians cannot get married
under law.

People give the excuse that
“It's not natural.”

Who's to say what is natural?

In today’s society, racism a nd
sexism is being

placed with
mophobia. It's
ay to hate gays
d lesbians, but

It needs to u can’t
stop. vbody of
pl(ids might THMM—Y—EYES other race.
think it's okay to Dominigue Brown [’CUP](‘

say these words because
teachers and administrators
never say anything to them.

Students say these words
clearly and loudly without
hesitation. Then somebody
says, “There are no gay kids in
here now.”

There’s no way to know
that. And if there were no black
people in a class, could I drop
the n-bomb? Of course not.

In order to stop the hate,
we have to first stop the verbal
slurs. Saying these words
should carry the same
punishment that a racial or
religious slur does. But
something seems different
about insulting homosexuals.

Are we trying to send the
message that gay and lesbian
rights are not equal to those of
heterosexuals?

The next time you feel like
saying these words, watch
your mouth and think about
how you'd feel if it were you

speak out against homosexuals all
the time and it seems like no one
really cares. If it were a religious
or ethnic group that was being
attacked, everyone would be
screaming about how the hate
group should be stopped.

I laugh when | hear people
say that homosexuals choose their
own lifestyles. That's like saying
that I chose to be biracial. Nobody
chooses what kind of person they
will be. It just happens. With all
the hatred towards gays and
lesbians right now, I don’t think
they’d choose it.

I am so tired of people
judging gays and lesbians
because they think they're not
normal.

Show me the big book of
normal.Someone give me the
definition of normal. | am pretty
sure I don't fit in there either.

If you carry these closed-
minded beliefs around, you are no
better than the KKK or any of
those other hate groups out there.
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ON THE RUN

Whether they win or they lose, teenage candidates
show that they care about their communities

Here comes Christopher Scalzo. He’s trying to make a dif-
ference in his community.

He has listened to those public service announcements and
is trying to become involved in politics.

He’s running for a spot on the Westside School Board, but
something is different about him.

He’s only 18 years old. He’s not even out of high school yet.

And here comes Derek Kieper from North Platte. He is try-
ing to get involved in his school district so he can change some
things that he thinks are wrong about the district.

He’s still in high school, too.

And they’re not the only ones. In the past few years, teenag-
ers have started to run for public office.

And whether they win the seats or not, they are

Especially now, six months after Sept. 11, it is great to see

that Scalzo is trying to make a difference.

i1+ It mightbe the surge in patriotism that has brought forth
such a large number of youth candidates like Kiéper or it
might be that these students are just starting to care now.

Kieper has not claimed that his run is influenced by our
nation’s recent tragedy. He said that his real goal is to draw
attention to shortcomings he sees at his school, such as its
inability to keep good teachers.

This increase in younger candidates is not only happen-
ing at the local level, either. Some youth candidates began
their campaigns last summer to try to be elected into the Leg-
islature for the next available term.

Tim Pendrell from District 6, a student at the

making a difference. They’re showing people that they
care about their communities.
And they’re also showing people that some teen-
agers do care about the future. :
Young people should always become involved in

EDITORIAL

The opinion of
the Register

University of Nebraska, said he has been planning
to run for his district nomination for quite some
time now.

Students like these three may bring about
needed reforms in many bureaucratic systems

politics. That’s a simple fact.

But in the past, few teenagers have actually become involved.
Teenagers have had the lowest voting turnout rates out of any
age group in this country.

And that’s a shame.

But something'’s different about these guys. They care.

In Scalzo’s case, he is actually exercising his ability to run for
District 66 School Board at the youngest age he possibly can, 18.

Scalzo said he hopes to show everyone that teens can make
a difference in their community.

Scalzo is the first student to run for Westside School Board
since David Earle in 1974.

Earle road the tail wind of a national trend throughout the
late 60s and early 70s of youth involvement in politics which
included enacting the 26th Amendment, an amendment giving
every 18 year old the right to vote.

This trend, which stagnated throughout the 80s and 90s,
seems to be on the rise again. Last year, a senior at the University
of Nebraska-Omaha decided to run for city council, but he didn't
make it past the primary vote.

across the state. Whether they are trying to run for
a local school board spot or a spot in the Unicameral, they
can offer a sense of youthfulness to this state’s government
systems.

Hopefully, they might also add energy to a Legislature
that, despite Ernie Chambers’ efforts, has become stagnant
at best and lifeless at worst.

If nothing else, these young candidates are keeping the
older guys on their toes. All three of these teenagers are run-
ning against incumbents who will now have to fight to keep
their seats. If nothing else, voters will have more than one
person to vote for.

Historically, voters do not accept young candidates.
Maybe it’s because they don’t own their own houses or they
don’t have a mortgage.

They don’t have any kids. In fact, some might think they
are kids themselves.

But win or lose, these candidates have shown that they
can become involved in their community.

And everyone can learn a valuable lesson from that.

Public deserves acces
to names of minors

If you're under 18, take
advantage of it.

After all, you will hardly
ever be punished for it.

Break a window. Steal a
car. Spray paint a library. Hold
up a gas station. Run amok if
you want.

Everyone knows that
most crimes will be cleared off
a juvenile’s record once he is
no longer a minor. But there’s
something most people are not
aware of. Because of
a quirk in the state’s

want to spend time wig,
son after he has been o
doing unspeakable thjng
children.

But in Nebraska, p, i
would know any of that s,
as the perpetrator is unde, 1]

In almost every othe, nt.a:
in the country, that infurmdhr:_
is made public by the pghg
department and publisheg
most daily newspapers, b

It follows the dv]inqutn
for the rest of i
life, keeping hima,

apy
dughy
S Wit}

record-keeping
policy, the names of
minors convicted of
sexual crimes are
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her out of jobs
clubs, politicy] r)-f
fice and most othe
things that Citizen

never made public.

To keep informa-
tion like this inaccessible is a
huge mistake.

Many experts contend
that people are unable to over-
come a want to commit sexual
crimes. They say, after a per-
son takes advantage of some-
one else once, they become
more likely to do it again.

And again and again and
again.

The result is an easy-to-
spot pattern of criminal behav-
ior that will follow a person
throughout his or her life.

To say that no one wants
these people around is an un-
derstatement.

No employer wants to
hire a person who has been
convicted of molestation. No
teacher wants a pervert in her
classroom. And certainly,
some friends may not even

Lawsuit may be answer
for district’s bottom line

It’s too bad it had to come
to this, but at least the problem
might be noticed now.

Over the past few years,
school districts across the state
have voiced concerns that pub-
lic education in Nebraska isn't
getting the funding it

can have,

He or she b,
comes a social outcast,

Sex crimes are by far sop,
of the most disgusting in al| 4
law books, possibly outd
only by the most gruesome
murders. The victims can i
anyone, even children.

Yet for some reason, ;
long as a person is under]
when he commits those actsiy
Nebraska, he will be fine,

It’s ludicrous. Most hig
school students know that by
the time a person is 12 vears;
he should have a pretty g
idea of what's right and wron

People convicted of s
crimes have the mental capi
ity to be just what they ix
criminals.

And everyone should hay
the right to know that no ma
ter what the perpetrator’s a
happens to be.

tially, every student, ever
school, every teacher, everyr
pair and every expense h
been compromised to mak
sure the district’s total expen
ditures fall within the budge
But the situation has hit e
unprecedents

needs. They have pe-

EDITORIAL

level. Every dol

Now, in an attempt to get
some sort of response from law-
makers, Omaha Public Schools
(OPS) has banded together
with some smaller districts to
file a lawsuit against the state
of Nebraska for not fairly split-
ting up the funding that goes
to public schools.

The state has been nothing
but miserly with the money it
gives to OPS. Over the past six
years alone, the amount of
money to the district has con-
tinually decreased, while the
number of students in the dis-
trict has skyrocketed.

That means that, poten-

titioned. They have can  only (s

held conventions. T *%*®®%%® stretchedsofar [lley

‘They have marched. The _opmllon of Now, it hijller
But their message _the Register e to this.

has fallen upon deaf Ideally,

ears. educators would file the su!

the Legislature would hear!
it, realize its wrongdoing &
then quickly allocate fund
to public schools to make U]
for the past.
But unfortunately, the &
suit will probably have 10
fought in court — the distri
arguing that the children &
the future and require a bigt”
investment, and the state ar’
ing that education is overrat®
It's a silly argument, ™
voters have bought into it
six years. So educators, we ]
plaud your decision to activé/
look into this matter. Wet
sorry it had to come to this

- CHS Foundation Unauction and Phone-a-thon

this event a success deserve a lot of praise.

- Newest National Honor Society Members

and represent the school.

- Central Teachers

ers. You're underpaid for the job you do and you deserve to
privileged to have you.

NP

Earlier this month, the CHS Foundation held its annual scholarship auction a little differ-
ently, but the outcome was the same. Instead of planning a time when enough people can attend
the live auction, the group accepted bids over the Internet and phone. Also, students solicited
donations from alumni, parents and other supporters. This money will be offered to graduating
seniors as scholarships to help them with future goals. It's just one more thing that parents and
teachers do to help Central remain as the “Pearl of OPS.” All the people who volunteered to make

On March 17, Central’s chapter of the National Honor Society inducted its latest batch of
members into the prestigious group. They will join the thousands of other Central students who
were members of NHS when they graduated. By helping represent the school and volunteering
throughout the school year, these students will only improve Central’s image wherever they go

Last month, Teacher Appreciation Day came and went. Maybe some kids thanked their
teaghers, but that is not enough. Central teachers are some of the most qualified individuals in the
business and students should be gracious to work with them on a daily basis. Thank you, teach-

(GHEROES & ZEROSE!

- Student fighter

be appreciated everyday. We are

"

Maybe it’s getting to the point where we should give up. Maybe it's something thi' [Jers
can’t be solved. We've tried to discourage it before, but nothing seems to work. Administr®
tors started to have students ticketed after fights, but they still continue. In the middle ¢
tl'us month there were three consecutive days where students fought with one another and
police officers were called to school. Now comes the chance for students to decide wha!
they want to do. They can either continue to fight and give the school a bad name or the!

can resolve their differences and decide that it is not worth it. It would be better if student
stopped this ridiculous behavior.

- Summer school fiasco

A new district proposal to handle summer school enrollment would shut man’
students out of sessions. Under the new proposal, an aftershock of the ongoing student fe¢*
debate, would limit the amount of students who can enroll in the session and give prefe’
ence to seniors who need the credit to graduate and freshmen who failed three credi®
Although some limitations may need to be imposed, the district needs to reconsider ¢
message that this proposal would send. Instead of helping kids who want to learn ex™
material during the summer, the school district would be catering to students who ha*¢
already failed the first time around. Obviously, if a student fails three classes in one V¢4
they aren’t very interested in being successful. And to shut the door on other students I
order to walk _these students through school to make sure they graduate is unfortunate.

—
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¢€ Often those teams will play amaz-
ing games but don’t get mentioned,
but you will see an article about how
varsity just lost or something.??

Devon Rumbaugh, 10

&2

7t
It has been a long time since [ have read the A&E section
nd of your paper. Last issue reminded me why.

..; ]?omg a story on the favorite movies of students isn’t a
18 bad ?dfza..lt s Interesting and allows for graphics and pictures
Late and it is final, undeniable proof that most everyone at Central
io has terrible taste.
lig ‘ Ho‘f\r did “The Fast and the Furious” get rated the best
i action film? It's a shame really. Who was polled, junior high

kids?
en An;:l another thing: can we get some new stuff in the A&E

. section?

i Queen of the Damned sucked. No one cares about some

b crappy rap-core band who covers P.O.D. and if I have to read
of another story about how much Nine Inch Nails rocks, I'm go-

o ing to give my paper to Hot Topic so they can line the floors
e with it. That way, all the whiney kids who can’t find their Staind

t-shirts will have something to look at.

be Gavin Jensen, 11

ing to see his opinion, though.

& Abby Handlos, 10
.1
Sif . . L]

Writer gives ski instructors bad name
igh In your most recent issue in the “Schulte at Large” section
by there is a misconception. Schulte labels skiing and

ofll snowboarding instructors as psychos, when really they are not.
o He merely met one instructor and a junior instructor whom

ngfll  are both a little odd at times.

I am a snowboard instructor at Mount Crescent and I most

definitely am not a psycho.

- Alex Bloom, 10

“@ Movie results show students’ poor taste

3 . " s o . .
Wynn’s fashion criticism misses point

ond I don’t usually read the Register, but I read the last one. I
30 have to say I completely disagree with Matt Wynn about emo.
i I don’t know if it is just a fad, but I like it. It was interest-

|'he big issue: feedback
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1 LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES AND POLLS

allway manners need to improve

Cll The hallway traffic is horrible.

People need to learn how to walk. I watch people
into one another and, of course, no “sorry” or “ex-
eme” is said.

Then there are those people who stand in the middle
ing and blocking the flow of traffic.

Don’t even get me started with the courtyard. There
many groups who stand there and then get offended
people touch, push or move them out of the way.
Then there are the lunch lines and school store lines.
re is no need for letting people cut! There are also
pse people who just cut then let all of their friends cut.
v g0 so slow, too. Just get what you need and pay!
ere’s nothing hard about that.

Alicia Wolford, 11

icketing students

Does writing tickets to students who fight help to

Yes

liminate fighting?

313 Students polled
Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

overage not included for all teams

I think there should be more articles about volley-
li,_nnt just varsity either. I never see any articles about
‘freshmen or sophomore teams.

Il Often those teams will play amazing games but don’t
t mentioned, but you will see an article about how
ity just lost or something.

Devon Rumbaugh, 10

l‘!Wsl:)aper loses excitement, appeal
The reason why I don’t read the newspaper anymore
because the articles in some sections are boring to me.
It used to have exciting articles in it, but now they
¢dto change some articles in the newspaper and make

“Xciting so everybody would read it.
Anthony Tolbert, 10

ore college information needed

Ithink the paper could have more about schools be-
nd ours involving more college things like what ACT
UTes are average and what schools accept ACTs or SATs.
lell us what colleges have the best teachers and what

J hool has the most successful graduation classes.
Makida Brooks, 11

tha o annl 1600 o dOnisg 111 e -

i
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 Letters wanted
Letters to the editor can be dropped off in room 315
or the mailbox in the couryard. All letters must be
signed and include the author’s grade. Unsigned let-
ters will not be printed. Letters may be edited for
clarity, length and accuracy. :

Homeroom missed on delivery

I really like the Register, but my homeroom never
gets it. I would like to read it every month.

Why don’t they come to my homeroom? Don’t
students get them with the purchase of an activity
cards?

Kim Norven, 9

Good students need recognition

This letter is in regards to the Register. I think the
staff is doing a great job of putting different articles
together and informing the school on the latest news.

Some other topics I think the Register should in-
clude are sections honoring good students and teach-
ers.

I do not think a lot of Honor Roll students are
getting recognized for their work.

The teachers should be honored as well because
they go through a lot of stress dealing with students
and keeping them on the right track.

Overall, everything else looks good and I hope

you continue to keep up the pace.
: Keiante Brazile, 12

Staff deserves more recognition

In the past year, the Register and staff have gone
through tremendous scrutiny for certain publications.
This year’s exciting staff has been able to achieve

“Pledge of Allegiance”

Do you stand daily in homeroom and recite
the pledge?

L
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360 students polled
Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

No

several awards that Central has never received
before. High standards, a strong work ethic and
long hours all go into the paper and it is notice-
able with every publication.

The paper appeals to all types of students’
whether or not they’re the jock, rocker, nerd or
unmotivated student. The Register is for every-
one, including teachers.

Allin all,  would like to commend the Regis-
ter for all their hard work and dedication. I hope
the best for you all and win big at nationals in
Arizona this April.

Jillian Risavi, 11

Middle school police officers

Was it a
good idea
to station
police
officers in
middle
schools
around the

city?
No
es

42% 347 Students polled

Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

Opinion columns lose interest

This year, I've lost interest in reading the pa-
per. My favorite part was the opinion columns,
but now the opinions have lost my interest.

The paper seems like a bore to me, but I still

_check out the headlines.

Melanie Marek, 10

Newspaper stands above rest

I think the Register is great.

I like how it has no boundaries and does im-
portant stories that people really want to read.

It doesn’t have boring stories like other
schools. It obviously is good because it's the na-
tional champion.

Keep it up and don’t change.

Steve Hogan, 10

Reader enjoys receiving paper

I just wanted to compliment the newspaper
staff. Central High’s newspaper is always fun to
read. I always look forward to getting it.

So I just wanted to say “good job” and keep
it up.

Tess Larson, 9

o/ REGISTER YOUR OPINION

When you were in elementary
school, were you bused to an-
other school besides your
home school? If so, did you
like the idea and do you think
it was a beneficial experience
for you?

“It was a waste of money.”

Tahreem Aziz, 10

“I'think it was a good idea. It gave
students the opportunity to expe-
rience other schools.”

Andrae Allen, 10

i':' 3 R .': 1 h
“Some schools have better educa-
tions, so kids should be able to go

to those schools.”
Nicki Thomas, 9

“Integration is important, but the
buses stunk.”
] Haubrich, 12

“I went to Catholic school, so 1

think they should have kept bus-

ing to keep things integrated.”
Matt Brown, 11

“You need to keep schools inte-
grated in order to learn how to
deal with society in the real

d.”
ot Patrick Reuter, 12

AL

“Kids should go to any school
they want.”
Melissa Miller, 10
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Christopher Scalzo

«sif® IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Teenager running for District 66 School Board

Photo by JOE MEYER/THE REGISTER

‘1 want to change that image’

This issue, the Register met up with Christopher
Scalzo, a senior at Westside High School who is
running for the district’s Board of Education.
Scalzo said that whether or not he wins, he wants
people in the district to realize that some things
need to be changed.

@ Why did you decide to run for a position
on the Westside School District’s Board of
® Education?

, [kind of think that young people should have a voice
A. in how we’re educated. And if you look at the board
now, all of them are adults in their forties and fifties.

I think all of them could be my parents.
Q o How did you get the idea to run for the position
® on the board?

A. I've worked for Westside for the past eight months

* in chemistry. And they sent me a notice (urging me
to go support the other candidates) of the caucus with my
check. At first, I thought it was kind of a joke. I thought
that was kind of wrong to have employees support people

they might not know.
« No (thereisnot a filing fee). At the caucus, you have
* to be nominated and seconded by the audience. I
was nominated by my good friend, Doug Sherrets.

, Yousaid that you were nominated and seconded
Q e by your friends. Did you prepare that before-
hand. If so, what did you do?

. We kind of set it up in advance. We talked about
» how we could get our ideas across. Even if I don’t
win, they’ve still heard my complaints and heard

my point of view.

Q

. When I first set out, I thought, “Campaigning, that’s

* not going to be very much (work),” but it’s very

expensive. They (my friends) are helping me gain
money and name recognition in the community.

e Is there a filing fee to run for the board? And if
® not, how did you get your name on the ballot?

e Are your friends and family helping you now
® that you are preparing for the general election?

Q ¢ How much campaining do you think you are

® going to do during the race?

One of my friend’s mom is on it (the board) right

A: now and I've talked to her about what I need to
do. From what I've seen, there’s not much that-goes

into it. I'm probably going to put a couple signs up and

bumper stickers. And I'll probably talk to seniors and get

them to vote for me.

Q « What do you want to acheive during this race?

A- I'm really trying just to get my voice heard and get
* student views heard because what the school board
sees as a good thing may just be ridiculous.

Q

. At Westside, we have compliancies. They're basi-

« cally tests in math, reading, writing and consumer-
ism. And consumerism is the one I have a problem with
because all they (teachers) do is hand you a book and tell
you to pass the test. All the other three are linked to a
class, so why isn’t this one? Some students have come up
to me and tried to give me some ideas, but some of them
are pretty bad. That’s required by the school district, so I
would submit my ideas and try to get those passed.

« You have to be 18, live inside District 66 and be an

* active member in the community is what I think it
said. Which means you have to get enough votes to win.
Q o How are you preparing for the general election

® right now? -

A. I'm just kind of lying back and seeing what hap-

* pens. There’s a lot of money out there, but I don't
have it. I'm just organizing volunteers. A lot of students
have come up to me and asked if they can help.

« Ithink that some people are seeing it as a negative

* thing because they don’t think anyone in our gen-
eration will do anything to help our nation. They see us

as slackers and druggies and I want to change that image
and I hope that others will try to change it, too.

e What are some of the concerns that you want
® to bring to the board?

e What are the requirements for running for the
® school board?

o What do you think is people’s reaction to hear-
® ing that you’re running for the school board?

Basketball performances at state set stage for future succes

All good things must end.

Julius Caesar was assassinated on the
Ides of March, Cinderella went home to
her stepmother after the ball and
Central’s basketball teams were disap-
pointed in the state tournaments last
month.

Although both the girls and
the boys teams took very im-

qualify.

Something was different about this
year. Both teams qualified for state and
both teams had great opportunities to win
it all.

Although neither of the teams got a
chance to play for a state championship,

the season was a great success.
It was the first time that

pressive records into the tour-
nament, the boys were disap-
pointed in the first round and
the girls were eliminated in the
second round of the tourna-

EDITORIAL

o0 00000
The opinion of

the Register

both teams qualified for the
state tournament in recent his-
tory. In fact, Central joined
Grand Island and Lincoln

ment.

Students complained that referees
robbed the boys team in its defeat. Too
many fouls were called, they said.

But even if that is true, it cannot take
away from how impressive the teams’ ac-
complishments were.

The team played well the entire sea-
son and represented the school well on
their way to the state tournament.

It’s been a while since the school has
experienced such a success in any sport.

Last year, the girls made it to the state
tournament for the first time in a couple
decades, but the boys failed to even

e —

Southeast as the only schools
to qualify both their girls and
basketball teams.

That’s not bad company, either. The
Grand Island boys won the state cham-
pionship and Southeast was second in the
girls tournament.

Congratulations to both teams. The
boys proved that having a brand new
coach is not necessarily a reason that a
team cannot succeed. In fact, they only
lost four games all year, and three of them
were to state qualifiers. And the girls also
sent the message that their appearance
last year was not a fluke.

It doesn’t matter that neither team

brought home a state championship for
the school’s trophy case.

With many starters returning for both
teams next year, this sort of success
should continue and the Eagles should
have a chance to bring home the hard-
ware. Sophomores started for both teams
and should lead the teams for the next
couple of seasons.

Students, players, coaches, teachers
and supporters should look back at the
season and smile. Young players stepped
up and started for the teams. Eric Behrens
got a chance to coach a team at the state
tournament his first year and the girls are
poised to come back strong.

All in all, it looks like it’s lining up.
Both coaches have set up leagues for
middle school students who are inter-
ested in playing for the teams.

With both teams winning a lot of
games, kids will want to come and play
as an Eagle.

This year wasn't the lucky one, but it
was a giant step.

So cross your fingers and pray to the
basketball gods because next year looks
like a dandy.

But be happy with this last one, too.

Ticketing students igno
reason why activity occy

We've all seen it. Two kids in the hall-
way are yelling at each other, but we 'keep
on walking and minutes later the incident
is expunged from our minds forever.

It's almost become common. '

Students yell. Students fight. Security
arrives and students are escorted to their
administrators and usually
suspended or expelled.

But now, along with fac-
ing punishment from the
school, all students who fight
in and around school are tick-

EDITORIAL
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dents to take their fights away ¢
school where security officers keep t
ful watch, and moves it to the sty "
fights are not broken up and we, 4
be used. POt
Students may now Participate
meditated fights away from schg 1.
might take place in 5 l‘ﬁm.m 4
ley because students doniy e ]
to be ticketed at schog| .
of these fights may only
when one student is U‘n y
ground, bloody angd “nab];

eted by police. Students who
argue with one another are
ticketed, too. :

It’s part of Dr. Thompson’s new at-
tempt to discourage students from fight-
ing in school.

But is this new policy working?

No. Fights are still a problem at
school. In fact, many fighters now fight
away from school.

Charging students with disturbing
the peace for fighting at school is not the
answer to the problem.

But it's a step in the right direction.
Something has to be done.

This year, there has been a significant
increase in student fights. What might
have been only a suspension from school
will now cause students to appear in
court because they are charged with a
crime.

Although students could always
have been charged with disturbing the
peace, the punishment was rarely used
in the past.

The new unofficial policy allows for
all types of fights, verbal and physical, to
be treated as disturbing the peace. Stu-
dents have to appear in court and a con-
viction would end up on the student’s
permanent record.

Despite good intentions, ticketing
students in order to cut down on fight-
ing in fact puts them at risk. It forces stu-

Installing seatbelts in buses
would help students stay sa

Parents cons’tént'lry train their children
to always where their seatbelts.

No matter where they are sitting or
what car they are in, the message is al-
ways the same.

fight back.

This is not to say th&l
school should accept fights as , wa‘_
blow off steam at school, but Writing i
ets is not the way to go.

This policy does not deter fights
starting in the first place. If a stydy,
willing to fight and be suspendeq .,
pelled from school, they probably g,
care about receiving a fine from ;
officer.

What is needed is a more anonyy,
way for students to alert adminisy,
to possible fights so that security
on the scene preventing the fight b,
it gets out of control.

Maybe the school should est
conflict resolution classes to help sty;
control their anger. Maybe the s,
needs to automatically expel all sty
who fight in schools.

The school certainly doesn't ng
policy that could possibly make the
lem worse.

Fighting is a serious problen,
upping the punishment won't help:
one. The administration needs to fiy
way to stop these disturbances bej
they happen along with establis;
harsher punishments.

It needs to come up with a planf
more specifically deals with the prob
rather than starting a policy that may
ate new ones.

ol T

Also, these belts may act as obst
when they are not being used. Stud
may trip on them when walking up
aisles or become caught in them

sitting, they say.

o

Buckle up.

But that is not the case in
school buses. The bright yel-
low vehicles designed to
transport students to and from

EDITORIAL
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School bus seats
made high for a reason,
also contend. In the eventtn
bus is involved in a crashs
dents hit the padded sei

s e O wy =
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school are the only ones that
the state does not require to have seatbelts
installed in them.

Passenger vehicles do. Semi trucks
do. Even some Big Wheels have seatbelts.

Hopefully, school buses will join that
list.

Anew legislative bill proposed in the
Unicameral would require all new school
buses to be equipped with seatbelts for
the young passengers.

It’s an easy decision, especially after
the fatal Seward bus accident that hap-
pened last year.

But still, for some reason, this bill has
its opponents.

It is hard for bus drivers to control
students in the bus, they say. Even if the
driver went around and fastened every
student’s belt, the students could easily
get out.

front of them. They do
forward or hit the windshield, likeinp
sonal vehicles.

But what happens when a bus f
over, like the Seward one?

What happens if a student hitshs
her head on the padded seat awkw!
and experiences major head or neckl
ries that will affect them for life?

What happens when something
rible takes place?

Will school buses be safe or will®
kids die?

No matter what the price or th
convenience, the state needs to make.:
that students are always safe when§
are riding in a school bus.

This means installing seatbelts i
ones.

It's one of the easiest decisio®
Unicameral will have this year.

- =y s e TP 0

Bouncing higher every year
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PA change
ill equalize

laying field

It's a good thing that no student in
class of 2006 will graduate with a 4.3
de point average.

Finally, the student with the highest
1\ will have a 4.0, if he or she receives
fect grades.

Starting with next year’s freshman

ST CRCRR e

s the weighted  “pry/m o T

A system will be ®ecccscoe
pped. The opinion of

[his practice of ;
fing an e Register

jittonal grade
nt to honors or Advanced Placement
ses has padded students’ GPAs for far
long.

Honors and AP classes are
llenging, but they are made
llenging for a reason.

That reason is to draw in students
o are genuinely interested in the
rculum, not those who are trying to
late their GPAs to make college
lications look better.

Having a weighted grading scale
v encourages grade-mongering and
r-competitiveness on the part of
rachieving students.
some students blindly take a full load
onors classes just to get a higher GPA.
v may hate some of the classes and
bably get a lower grade in the class
ause of it, but the motivation remains
sdme.

[he weighted GPA system has made

ool into a game where students
\pete to receive the highest possible
e,
[n order to win the game, they don’t
cessarily have to earn the best grades,
just have to pack their schedule with
most honors classes.

Without the weighted scale, no one
want to take a class just for the honors
Without the weighted scale students
| take honors classes to pursue a
ume interest in the subject.

Ihe weighted scale also allows for
ents to up their GPAs without doing
hole lot of excess work.

Some regular classes have an honors
on thatinvolves turning in a few extra
gnments or doing a paper.

[hatis not very much more work, yet
il deemed worthy enough to add a
t to the student’s GPA.

Students in band have an unfair
antage with this scale, too. They can
* four years of band, with honors
itoption, instead of two years of gym,
ch doesn’t have such an option.

This means band students can get
textra honors credits by fulfilling a
¢ requirement.

It also means a band student could

f all honors classes and get a 5.0. A
lent who takes gym classes could
't do this.
Some regular classes require
fnsive amounts of work, but, for some
on or another, students do not receive
extra grade point.

By dropping the weighted scale,
lents will have to really consider why
are taking an honors class.

Are they taking it because they are
fimately interested in the curriculum?
Or are they taking it because they
t that college application to look a
 bit nicer?

Students in honors classes may argue
the weighted scale is their academic
ard for taking on a more challenging
rse load.

The reward for taking an honors class
puld be the increased amount of
rmation offered and the accelerated
S schedule, not that it may be able to
¢ Your GPA a tenth of a point.
Students will now have to make a
ision if the extra rigors of an honors
P> are worth it,

Honors classes will now have only
Tested students in them, making the
> More enjoyable for both the teacher
 the students.

Teachers will no longer have to deal
h disinterested yet grade-obsessed
lents,

Students will no longer have to deal
hthe complaints of classmates who do
like or understand a class, but take it
‘Way to inflate their GPAs.
Furthermore, students with too many
side obligations and responsibilities to
¢honors or AP classes will not have it
4 against them in class rankings and
A configurations.

laking away the rated GPA scale is
‘ething that should have been done
B ago.

Finally, honors classes will be about

fdemic interest, not grade point

'r.lp)u-‘ :

The

Statior?ing police officers in middle schools came naturally
after high schools received them last year

It just makes sense.
After the Omaha Police Depart-
ment decided to station uni-

ffi ; =
formed police officers in - Om?(‘j:giestast::(;rijqat =
every high school through- EDITORIAL might help then"; E
out the district last year,the 2®®®®®ee e ke th i -
5t lgsical th The opinion of =~ ™Make the transi- e
ext logical thing to do ’ tion smoothly. It —
would be to put officers in _the Register would help them —

other schools around the
district.

And that’s exactly what has hap-
pened now.

The Omaha City Council recently
approved a measure that would sta-
tion a police officer in 11 middle
schools.

Just like when officers were as-
signed to Omaha'’s high schools last
year, this measure will increase safety
and give middle school students a
chance to develop a positive relation-
ship with a member of the law enforce-
ment community.

And just like what happened last
year when Central received its own
uniformed police officer, these officers
will be available to help administrators
with disciplinary actions.

And just like Officer Randall here
at Central, these middle school police
officers will be able to break up fights,
search for drugs on students and just
make sure the school environment
stays safe.

And when you think about it just
a little bit more, it is probably more
logical for the police department to sta-
tion officers at middle schools than
high schools.

Far too often, teenagers perceive
police officers as enemies. Almost like
the neighborhood bully on the play-
ground, teenagers try to stay away
from them. This perception is devel-
oped early on. Having an officer inter-

‘act with middle school students might

help eliminate this stereotype.

Middle school students are at an
age when they need to develop a posi-
tive relationship with law enforcement
officials. They’re becoming more re-
sponsible, receiving more freedom and
experiencing puberty.

They’re at an age when everything
is changing. It's an age when most stu-
dents need positive role models. It's an
age when students are likely to start
experimenting with drugs and alcohol.
It’s an age when students are likely to
get into serious trouble for the first

time.
Having a full-time police

make healthy

decisions and might help
them stay out of trouble
all together.

But the in-
creased safety a
police officer
would bring to a 4
middle school " R
cannot be over-
looked, ei-
ther. If,
unfortu-
nately,
some-
thing
happens,
whether it
is a com-
mon middle
school fight or
an unthinkable
tragedy, the police
officer would be
available to handle
it professionally.

Also, having a )
police officer in /"
middle schools full-time
might deter students from
breaking the law in the first /
place. When a student walks LA
into a middle school and 4
sees a police officer among
his teachers and peers, it
might serve as a way to
scare the student away
from illegal activity.

Not only will the students
be subject to district and school
regulations, but the students would

e S

also have to deal with the possibility of be-

ing ticketed, fined or arrested.

In the end, putting police officers in middle

schools is a great idea.

Although some may say that the police presence
makes the school resemble a prison or interferes with student
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rights, the advantages certainly outweigh any possible disadvantages

there might be.

Middle school police officers will help make sure the schools run smoothly. And
more importantly, young teenagers will become accustomed to what police officers re-

ally do — help people.

One point for religious tolerance

After a district judge ruled that the display of
the Ten Commandments on public property
is unconstitutional, Plattsmouth should stop
its appeals and get over it

Talking about the separation be-
tween church and state never gets old.
It’s always in the news,

Plattsmouth residents are Christian, the
marker was in violation of the First
Amendment.

Higtis, EDITORIAL

have recently placed the Ten The opinion of
the Register

Some public schools

Commandments on the

The amendment, along
with granting freedom of
speech and press, clearly re-
stricts the government from
creating a national religion.

walls of their buildings.

“In God We Trust” has
been printed on American currency for
years.

And numerous school districts still
manipulate their vacation schedules to
allow students to participate in Chris-
tian holidays.

But now, Nebraska has its own
connection to this longtime debate.

A U.S. district judge recently ruled
that the statue that listed the Ten Com-
mandments in a Plattsmouth public
park violated the separation between
church and state.

In his decision, U.S. District Judge
Richard Kopf said that church and
state are both important institutions,
but need to remain separate. The deci-
sion, which came in mid-February, is
commendable yet still remains pain-
fully obvious.

The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) along with a still uni-
dentified local man sued the city of
Plattsmouth for allowing the marker,
which displayed Christian symbols
along with the list of the Ten Com-
mandments to remain sitting on pub-
lic property for over 35 years.

Although the vast majority of

The Plattsmouth City
Council, which voted to appeal Kopf’s
decision to the Eighth Circuit Court of
Appeals, said that the marker should be
allowed to remain in the park because it
has been on the property for so long.

This kind of thinking is ridiculous.
No matter how long something has been
against the law, it is still against the law.
No matter how long this statue has been
in the park and no matter how long
people have been accustomed to seeing
it, it still needs to be removed.

And by this logic, murder should be
made legal because citizens have been
killing people for as long as anyone can
remember. Slavery, war, poverty and
deception would fall into this category,
too.

The Plattsmouth City Council mem-
bers, along with many citizens, have
stated that they feel that the marker is not
hurting anyone because most of the city’s
population is Christian.

Statements like this just make the city
and its citizens look ignorant.

Obviously, someone was upset about
the statue’s presence because they de-
cided to seek legal action against the city.

Even if Plattsmouth were 99 percent

Wiccan, the one percent Christian popu-
lation might not want to see Satanist sym-
bols in a public park, but no one ever re-
alizes that.

Laws are in place to protect the mi-
nority view, not to allow the majority to
push their will onto the few.

That’s one of the beautiful things
about America. Citizens should always
remember that no matter how outrageous
the minority opinion may seem.

But the sad thing is that the
Plattsmouth City Council can continue
with this type of behavior for a while.

[f, and most likely when, they lose at
the court of appeals, the city council could
appeal the decision all the way to the Su-

preme Court if it wants,

Where does this nonsense stop if the
city council just keeps on trving to appeal
the court’s decision?

Kopf made the correct and obvious
decision about this case already. Case

(ltlhl'd.

Plattsmouth should just accept de-
feat. They can still keep their precious
little statue, it just can’t be positioned on
public property.

There's absolutely no reason why
Plattsmouth should waste more tax
paver’s money on an appeal that they
have very little chance of actually win-
ning.

It's simple.



Chris Aponick

Please listen to
this pre-flight

announcement

Welcome to the Modern
American Airlines. Thank you
for checking your intelligence at
the ticket counter and please
enjoy your flight into ignorance.

We hope you were not too
upset by the long lines at the tick-
et counter, the 14 security check-
points, the concession stand, the
restroom or the newsstand. We
hope you find these exercises in
patience to be character building.

Lines help reinforce the herd
instinct which is very important
in emergency situations. As you
learn to consider yourself to be
meaningless in a crowd, your
value to us increases.

Your descent into idiocy will
be accompanied by a collection
of miracle cures for wrinkles,
moronic television programming
and an  annoyingly-catchy
soundtrack featuring the latest
hits by prepubescent boys with
high-pitched girly voices.

Reading material will feature
several brightly-colored maga-
zines asking you to spend your
money on overpriced junk.

All these wonderful items
are given to you for your enjoy-
ment by the heartless multi-
national conglomerates that
secretly rule the universe.

During the trip, flight atten-
dants will travel the aisles dis-
pensing samples of several
products to reinforce your will
to serve the heartless capitalist
beast. Soft drinks will be
served, so please have a Coke.

Those gullible enough to
cough up an extra hundred
bucks for two additional inches
of legroom in first class will be
served an assortment of alco-
holic beverages to help this
flight pass in a forgetful, stum-
bling haze.

Your estimated flight time
is 30 minutes worth of com-
mercials, two hours of lame
sitcoms, 90 seconds of jokes
about Merle Haggard’s
genitalia and five minutes
of reading e-mails about
how you need a new life
insurance policy.

Before we take-off,
please note the following
safety precautions in the
manual tucked in front of
you. Please fasten the mental
restraint in front of you tight
across the temporal lobe to cut
off your brain’s blood supply
in order to prevent you from
producing original thought.

Any attempts to remove
the restraint during the flight
will mean you will be immedi-
ately doped up with Ritalin.

Do not help the ‘passenger
next to you during an emer-
gency. That concern for the
less fortunate won't get you
anywhere in the real world.

If we experience a loss of
cabin pressure, gas masks
will drop down in front of
you. If you become disori-
ented, you should slip on a
pair of headphones and
watch the latest in-flight
episode of “Will and Grace.”

Emergency exits are locat-
ed over the wings and in the
front of the plane. Please yse
these if the overwhelming
sense of dissatisfaction pre-
sented by living in this society
causes you defy the corporate
dictatorship.

If such a situation occurs,
please exit immediately, but
contact your family using the
AirFone in front of you first.
Thank you and enjoy the flight.

+
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Its an exciting time for Central High School. The second phase of a $15 RENOWAY
million renovation project is set to begin anytime now. Lots of money ﬂ
is on the line, administrators have been planning for years and a lot of
students will be affected. In the end, the school will be equipped with
a new full-sized hardwood gym, a kitchen addition and the installation

of an air-conditioning system. Will it all work out like its supposed
to, or will something go wrong? Here are two ways the story may unfold.

EDITORIAL

TR R EER N
The opinion of
the Register staff

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL REGISTER

Renovations drag on

By Register Staffwriter
A_ithough Project Mmanagers
promised that Centra)’s renovationg
;fmldhbe completed by the start of
1S school year, the work i
but finished. o) anythmg
Walls are torn down, p
: . Portabl]
litter the football field. And the aiif

conditioning system is
m 1s nowhere n
Operable, =

Principal Jerry Bexten blamed
the delays on numerous problems

pared for inconveniences like kids
being displaced from classrooms
longer than eXxpected.

: “Right now, 1 don’t know where
weTe going to put them,” Bexten

said. “It’s just like m i
S ‘€ my worst night-

“It's a total mess,” i
. ak , senior John
Smith said. “] thought Jast year was

bad, but thijs certainly takes the Bexten said the proble th
ms wi

cake.” j
the project started before he moved

The $15 million renovati '
| on proj- ing the ;
ect, once complete, wil] add a klfg'rl::”l g Dl"'mg 'the e

and a gymnasjym Wing to the schoo]

but tiw Mmost anticipated Improve-

ment 1s the installation of the air-con-

ditnonmg System,
Construction Mmanager

‘I:?Igle saitu:it :e wonders if the Project
Imee istrict”

3 completede. district’s budget once it

-
s :
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completed by the start of t;c o ma frginally set to be
workers j . "€ school year, pyt delays havye-:

in the this year, st ept

lenges would pe involved with 5

System for g year.
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Tom over the summer I don’t kn + D€ said he wagn’t full , : Opewecan my French (] _ : ren
knowledgeab Y 8et back before the end of thi = ¢ass had to be mg i
OW much it wil] engd o 3 geable about what : - of this year, i : B OVes
o €nd up costing us 80ing to happen, at was Smith said he has had classes in ter;ut:la ts?lii]] EZIS 15 the third semes

lways and portables all gyer the

T'wish I knew what kind of chal- my classes,”
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o s, A s BN e i

THURSDAY, 28,204 A9

opl}ejaid.

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL REGISTER

Be

By R Staffwriter

After nearly 28 months of work,
Central’s renovations are completed.

While standing in front of the
new gymnasium wing on the north-
east corner of school, principal Jerry
Bexten announced the official com-
pletion of the $15 million project
three days before the start of the
school year.

“Today is the start of a new era
for Central High School,” Bexten said
surrounded by construction man-

agers and general contractors. “With
these. new upgrades, the school will
be able to enhance its great reputa-
tion even more.” :

Hundreds of students, parents
and teachers joined. Bexten on the
lawn to see the completed project. .
Bexten said he did not expect the
work to be finished before the year
started. :

He said he expected some minor
work to be left for the first few weeks
of school, but that was not the case..

“When you think about all the
planning and all the things that could
have gone wrong, it's amazing thit
the school is ready for its first day,” -
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llustration by STAFF ARTIST/THE REGISTER

ition on the
This rendition shows the school’s new kitchen add

west e:d of school. A new hardwood gym was also added on the
northeast corner of school. The project also equipped the school

with more classroom and computer lab space.

Freshman Jane Smith said seeing
the new upgrades before she attend-
ed the school impressed her.

“Seeing the pride that Mr. Bexten
and everyone else puts into making
this school great made me excited to
be a part of it,” she said.

' Along with the new hardwood
gymnasium, the project alsP
equipped Central with a new kitchen
and moved the main cafeteria to the
first floor. The old cafeteria space will

now be used as computer labs, which
will free up classroom space on the
third floor.

“Overall, these renovations will
help us be more efficient with every-
thing we do,” Bexten said. “From
serving lunch to playing basketball
games and holding classes, every-
thing will be easier.”

Junior Bob Reynolds said he was
surprised that students were only out
of their normal classrooms for one

= 4
n hails renovations as ‘new era’ for school

school year. He said he has heard
stories of other schools dealing with
similar inconveniences for a lot
longer period of time. e

“Everybody, from the district
officials to the bricklayers, worked
extra hard to make sure the sch(mi_
was back to normal by the start of
this year,” construction manager
Terry Page said. “That was our goal
all along.”

Along with the additions and
rearrangement of some of the cla:«'ls—
rooms, the renovation project will
also help alleviate some of the prob-
lems overcrowding had produced
over the past few years, Bexten said.

The renovation project was the
first since the roof was put on the
courtyard in the 80s.

Although administrators an:ﬁ
teachers may be praising the school’s
new look, Reynolds is just happy to
be back in his normal classes.

He also said that having air con-
ditioning in the building is another
huge bonus.

“Sitting in portables really gets
old,” he said. “The best part is that |

don’t have to walk outside to get to
my English class anymore.”




ew teacher
rings big
hanges to
Drama dept.

Layne Gabriel

john  Gibson came to
ontral High School with a new
titude.

When  veteran  drama
structor Pegi - Georgeson
tired after 25 years, Gibson
as recruited to take over.

'l came in here with no pre-
inceived  ideas, no back-
wund, other than the week |
Wbstituted for M, Georgeson,”
i -Jiti,

Gibson came to Central
ithout any ideas of the tradi-
ons that were behind the
enes. He had no idea about
e cast of the musical singing
salvation” before a perform-
e, no idea about the boys
mning around with cutouts of
wvis and girls going around
th a portrait of Marilyn
lnroe and no idea of what
im-pahs, a method to pump
p the cast, were,

Instead of Gibson provid-
g the pre-show pep talk, a
udent now does it.

1 have a tendency to shy
vav from that sort of stuff,”
ibson said.

But he does not discourage
¢ students from keeping it
live. He said things like Elvis
pd Marilyn will probably fade
wav after a while. Newer cast
iembers  feel uncomfortable
ot knowing about the rituals
it is not vital to the produc-
on, Gibson said.

lhe only tradition Gibson
as certain of perpetuating was
it of excellent drama produc-

Ihe cast of the musical did
ceive a small  silver St
fenesius medallion, since he
s the patron saint of theater

athank you gift from Gibson.

‘It was nothing for religion
ranything,” he said. “I just
ppreciated that they worked
ard for my first show.”

Although Georgeson was a
for  organization,
pibson took the theater pro-
rim at Central in a different
irection,

“There are things that I do
hen it comes to directing
10ws that Ms. Georgeson did
ferently, but it's basically a
vle difference,” he said.

With the help of fellow
‘achers Lyn Bouma, Kris
nyka, Pete Wilger and Molly
loriarty, Gibson got the drama
Opram off its feet this year.
I said without their help, the
"ows could have been disas-
Fous,

Gibson has been taking
uditions a little bit differently
fis year. Instead of holding
dlibacks for the spring play,
The Musical Comedy Murders
"1940,” he cast the show after
lding only three days of
uditions,

‘If 1 needed them (call-
acks), 1 probably would have
ad them,” he said.

Georgeson had a long
ocess for auditions and call-
acks that required the actors to
:I‘.tnnd auditions usually more
Ndn one dt!y.

Since the community the-
e in Omaha often just had

ickler

People come to one day of audi-
s, Gibson chose to adopt
hat method of casting.

Gibson’s change in plans is
U partly because he does not
‘Nsider himself to be much of
‘Performer.

“She (Georgeson) was a
“rformer. I'm not a performer.
don’t go out looking for
les,” he said.

He said

!]\!p

the differences

ICE AGE

Ne.west computer-

animated flick stays

true to fun of genre.
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Mighty Mighty Bosstones

The Damned

Photo by EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER

Thomas Rudloff, an owner of the Antiquarium, lines up some books on
the main level of the downtown store. Rudloff started the store with his

sister, Judy, in the summer of 1969.

Good Charlotte

Antiquariums style appea

ARTS @ ENTERTAINMENT

& I

Bad Religion

By Kaitlin Butz

Walk into the Antiquarium at any
given time and Thomas Rudloff is likely
to be there to say hello.

Rudloff is well-known to those who
frequent the used bookstore and can usu-
ally be found sitting in a chair near the
stairs leading down to the record shop.

There is often a group sitting in the
chairs around him, talking over one thing
or another. A mix of birthday candles,
markers and cigarette butts, surrounds
him. This seems to be Rudloff’s habitat;
he seems to be at home.

Rudloff has every right to be at ease.
He has owned the Antiquarium for over
30 years and though it is now housed in a
multi-level building near 12th and
Harney, it had rather humble beginnings.

In the summer of 1969, Rudloff and
his sister Judy started the Antiquarium in
the backyard of his mother’s house. A
rather informal operation, it consisted of
the two selling the books that had
belonged to Duchesne College.

The two had agreed to sell the col-
lege’s stock of books after it closed.

Of course, a backyard set-up like this

C
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nk-rock tour is

fa’l’l)? coming to

rom NOFX might be in the

cards, too. For more about
~ the show, see pages 20-21.

Is to unique tastes

could not last forever. By October of that
year, the earliest version of the
Antiquarium had closed, but not for long.

In 1970 Rudloff bought an old junk
shop on Farnam Street, near where the
Gene Leahy Mall stands now. The store
stayed at that location for about five
years.

Rudloff said while there, the store
started doing art exhibitions by hanging
paintings on the backs of the book-
shelves.

The store’s next move was its last.
Some current features of the store, like
the music shop, were not yet in place.

Much of the Farnam location’s
inventory was carried over to the current
shop, but the amount of books it carries
has increased over the years. Rudloff
could not pin down one specific reason
for this.

“You just buy more than you sell,”
he said.

The store acquires books from any
source, but Rudloff said he buys most of
them.

“In the course of our history we have

See RUDLOFF, page 23

See GIBSON, page 23 )
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Film expresses true
horrors of Vietnam

By Steve Packard _
“We Were Soldiers” is a solid, unique war
movie, definitely deserving of awards and a must-

see for any mature moviegoer.
The film is directed

by Randall Wallace, who
wrote the Academy
Award-winning
“Braveheart.”

With the help of his
leading actor Mel
Gibson, Wallace knocks
another one out of the
park.

“We Were Soldiers”
opens with a magnificent
shot of a French Foreign
Legion platoon moving
through the la Drang Val-

Gibson

ley of South Vietnam.

" In what seems an instant, the platoon is wiped
out by opposing Vietcong forces, and the scene is
set for America to enter the war.

Gibson stars as Lt. Col. Hal Moore, a veteran of
the Korean War, who was chosen to be commander
of the first airborne cavalry battalion in American
history.

The movie unfolds when, after months of train-
ing, Moore and his battalion are finally sent into the
Vietnam jungle to destroy a Vietcong stronghold.

Soon after hitting the ground at the stronghold’s
foot, Gibson realizes he may be in for the same mas-
sacre the French Foreign Legion suffered many years
earlier.

The movie evolves into an expression of human
courage, enlightenment and spirit as hell unfolds all
around.

Although “We Were Soldiers” may seem like
another typical war movie, much along the lines of
“Saving Private Ryan,” it turned out to be much
more.

It was a new war in a new country with a very
different enemy.

Wallace also showed the home front where in-
nocent, and already worry-ridden wives were receiv-
ing telegrams about how their husbands would not
return.

“We Were Soldiers” can be thoroughly enjoyed
and is recommended to many moviegoers.

This is a great movie to see, especially if you're
struggling to understand just what Vietnam was all
about.

Melodic indie-pop

rocks Sokol crowd

By Doug Meigs

Pinback commanded attention.

Engaging harmonies resounded across the
group’s indie-popish riffs and airy arrangements.
Pinback’s fully-orchestrated tracks layered over and
under with rhythmic strides and flowing beats.

The band's recent concert featuring Beep Beep
and Canyon took place at Sokol Underground on
St. Patrick’s Day.

The show was Pinback'’s third in Omaha since
last summer. The three bands boasted roots ranging
from country to indie rock.

Between performances, Fugazi, Bob Dylan and
Tenacious D played over the P.A., providing a per-
fectly diverse soundtrack to the intermission.

After a late start, Beep Beep kicked the show off
with its frat-boy pop, followed by Canyon, a D.C.
alternative country quintet. The lineup was further
differentiated with the band’s refreshing use of steel
guitar and accordion.

The crowd was relatively small during the first
two acts with most of the attendants still in the pro-
cess of arriving. However, once Pinback came on
stage, it swelled.

The mass of observers crowded about the stage
in a synchronized wave of nodding heads and occa-
sional flailing of limbs.

Watching Pinback in concert is the musical
equivalent of digging through a dumpster and dis-
covering a first pressing of “Blonde on Blonde.”

The group’s rare and unique talent becomes par-
ticularly unlikely when paired with the two-piece’s
(Rob Crowe and Armistead Burwell Smith IV) physi-
cal appearance.

Crowe, with his googly eyes and horrible den-
tal hygiene, and Smith, looking like he’d be more at
home in the WWF wrestling ring, came together per-
fectly in their crooning of quirky ballads and heart-
felt laments.

The group played 12 tracks from a variety of its
previous releases, and concluded with the sweep-
ing “June,” from “Some Voices.”

With the exception of minor guitar issues, the
show went very smoothly; especially considering
that Smith had a cold and Pinback’s last show in
Omaha was plagued by technical difficulties.

Although the crowd remained fairly subdued
through the show, a happy atmosphere reigned su-
preme.

The concert, marked mainly by St. Patrick’s Day
good humor, was a pleasant experience for all in at-

tendance. Hopefully Pinback will return sometime
in the near future.

- .
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Courtesy of CAPRICORN RECORDS

Omaha natives (from left) S.A. Martinez, Chad Sexton, Tim Mahoney, P-Nut and Nick Hexum are the
men of 311. The band has been scrutinized over comments made about its hometown, yet returns
for two concerts in early April. 311 returns with tourmate Hoobastank, who can also be seen joining
Incubus in Lincoln on April 25.

311 returns for hometown shows

By Kaitlin Butz

The local boys of 311 are bring-
ing it all back home for a pair of
Omaha shows.

The Omaha based rock/rap/
reggae/funk fusion band will be re-
turning for two shows in the area.

The first will be on April 5 at
Creighton University and the second
is on April 8 at Sokol Auditorium.

The Creighton show was re-
cently added to the band’s concert

relaxed, fun-filled atmospheres.
Both shows are sure to be filled

with the band’s

popular singles.

The band is probably best
known for its single “Crawling in the

Dark,” which has
been all over the ra-

311’s latest al-
bum “From

CONCERT PREVIEW

dio for the past few
months.

Chaos” spawned
the hit song “I'll
Be Here Awhile.”

The band’s
previous singles
included “Come

Creighton University
April 5

Sokol Auditorium

311 featuring Hoobastank

Bands always
put on their best
shows when they
are in their home-
towns, so any 311
fans should defi-
nitely check out one

list, which allows more loyal fansto  Original,” April 8
catch the band at home. “Down,” “All
Unfortunately for ticketless fans, Mixed Up,”

the Sokol show is already sold out.
311’s live shows are known for
their high-energy performances and

“Flowing” and “Beautiful Disaster.”
Hoobastank will be the opening
act for both shows.

of these shows.
The shows will

be an excellent welcome home to the
band,
in Omaha for over a year.

which has not played a show

Album Releases

April

Devo “Essentials”

New wave innovator, Devo, unveils its new greatest hits album, “Essentials.” Best known for its hit
single, “Whip It,” Devo proved to be a far more inspirational band than most ever assumed it would be.
This album is sure to be a perfect retrospective view of the band’s extensive career.

Azure Ray “Burn and Shiver”

The Athens, Ga. based ladies of Azure Ray return with “Burn and Shiver.” The band often tours with
local Saddle Creek bands and can be found coming through town a couple of times a year. This is an
essential for all those who wish to see women well represented in rock music.

Sheryl Crow “C’'mon C’'mon”

This is rootsy rocker Sheryl Crow’s first new studio album in several years. She has spent her time off
doing guest vocals on other artists’” albums. Crow may have a big hit on her hands here, especially
considering the recent revival of traditional and alternative country music.

Goo Goo Dolls “Gutterflower”

]thny Rzeznik, Robby Takac and Mike Malinin return with the Goo Goo Dolls’ third major album,
Gutterflower.” The band is behind such hits as “Slide,” “Iris” and “Black Balloon.” which are prime

examples of the band’s signature pop-rock style.

Pedro the Lion “Control?'

Pedro the Lion returns with another album of soft-spoken Christian indie rock. Le

Bazan pours his heart out into his painstakingly emotional lyrics. Baz

ad singer David

an’s music may have a religious

message, but he has been able to achieve crossover success with his brutal honesty.

Phish “Live Volumes 7-12”

Phish will release the newest editions in its live concert series. Phish is we
vised songs and psychedelic, trippy live shows. These live recordings are

ing the band perform live, especially since it is now on hiatus.

ll-known for its long, impro
the next best thing to see

Movies Pp

April
5 “Big Trouble”
“High Crimes”

12 “Changing Lanes
“Frailty”
“New Best Friend”

19 “Murder by Numbers
“The Scorpion King”

26 “Deuces Wild”
“Frank McClusky, C | ~
“Jason X”

“Life, or Something Like |+
“Lucky Break”

Concerts

April
2 Sparta at Ranch Bow|

3 Battle of the Bands with
Straight Outta Junior High, |y
Allstars, Theory, Haven 21
Mercury Red, LD50 and Hey
Larry at NW Missouri SU
Conference Center

4 The Frequency Bliss at
Knickerbockers, Lincoln

5 Venaculas CD Release Pan
at Ranch Bowl

S 311, Hoobastank at Creigh
University

5 Mates of State, Neva Ding:
Race for Titles at Sokol Under
ground

6 Face to Face, Midtown, The
Movielife, Thrice at Ranch Bo

8 311, Hoobastank at Sokol
Underground

10 The String Cheese Incide
at Omaha Music Hall

11 Little River Band at Ro
Theatre, Lincoln

13 A-440, My Hotel Year,
Phunk Junkeez, Stepa, Trippn
Default at Ranch Bow! |

14 Cannibal Corpse, Dark
Funeral, Incantation, Pissing
Razors at Ranch Bowl

16 Duvall, Red Hot Valeni}
Ultimate Fakebook at Ranch
Bowl

20 Knucklewhite at Rebels
Council Bluffs

25 Incubus, Hoobastank
Pershing Auditorium, Lincor

26 Pinetop Seven at Sokol
Auditorium

et A R

25 Manplanet at The [uncti®

29 Lost For Words at Ranc!
Bowl

|
|
i
Drama

April
S “Chicago” at Dundee Dir?
Theatre

12 “Much Ado About Nt
ing” at Brigit St. Brigit

19 “Carousel” at Omaha
Community Playhouse

26 “Picasso at the Lapin A#]
at Lied Center, Creighton

Leaving Town

April
S No Doubt, The Faint at |
Uptown Theater, Kansas ¢ ity

7 Puddle of Mudd, 30 Sec®™
to Mars at The Pageant, 5t L

16 Coal Chamber, Drowni'
Pool at Fillmore Auditoriu™
Denver

22 Tenacious D at Fillmor
Auditorium, Denver

30 Dave Matthews Band ﬂ.‘
Hilton Coliseum, Ames, 10W*
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IVillohn Leguizamo voices Sid the sloth, Ray Romano voices Manfred,
iger named Diego in “Ice Age.

By Paula Salhany
It isn’t very often when a
wvie lives up to great trailers.
But that's ex-

very funny.
The movie is set in the ice age
and at the beginning, all the ani-

mals are mi-

ctlv what the new
hdnimated movie,

MOVIE REVIEW

grating south,
except for a

lce Age,” does.
It begins with
he trailer seen on

oV,

L’I&' I.‘:'. f f -
Jonoarn SESE s
e Directed by: Carlos
Saldanha and Chris

ulsive saber-tooth
quirrel who will
wver let his pre-
ious acorn out of
is sight, yet never

Wedge

“Ice Age” - Rated PG

Voiced by: Ray Romano,
Jack Black, Denis Leary

large woolly
mammoth
named
Manfred,
voiced by Ray
Romano.
Manfred
comes upon
Sid, the sloth

with a hor-

eems to get a hold

f L.

rible  lisp,

voiced by John Leguizamo. He is

Manfred saves Sid, so Sid de-
cides to stick with him so he can
avoid future confrontations.

The two come upon a human
baby whose mother has died.

They pick him up and at-
tempt to bring him back to this
tribe with the help of a saber-tooth
tiger named Diego, voiced by
Denis Leary.

“Ice Age” is one of the funni-
est movies to come out this year.

[t makes fun of everything
from dodo birds to every winter
sport played in the Olympics.

It is one of those animated
movies that has a solid plot, great
voices like Romano and Jack Black
and humor that has one level suit-

. ? a woolly mammoth and Denis Leary voices a saber-tooth
The film also features the voice of Jack Black. It is two hours of pure humor.

Ice Age’ entertains all audiences

Courtesy of 20TH CENTURY FOX

able for kids and another suitable
for adults.

But the most impressive fea-
ture in this movie is the animation.

Blue Sky Studios is able to
keep up with the well-known ani-
mators like Pixar and
Dreamworks.

They do a magnificent job
with its colorful scenery and de-
tailed animals.

Throughout the movie, view-
ers are dazzled with beautiful wa-
terfalls and majestic glaciers.

“Ice Age” is amovie made for
anyone who wants to go have
some fun at the theater.

So don’t be a “hoobertracker’

These scenes are simple yet about to be killed by two rhinos. and go see the movie.
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Milla Jovovich stars as Alice in the film “Resident Evil.”
The movie is based on a popular video game.

Video game becomes
thrilling action flick

By Bryan Swotek
Training couldn’t have pre-
pared them for what was in their
paths.
“Resident Evil” tells the
story of a virus that has escaped

out the world.

The virus can only be re-
versed by an anti-virus which is
hard to find and even harder to
Create.

Though the elite team has

in a secret facil-
ity, turning all

MOVIE REVIEW

what it takes to
defeat hijackers

the researchers
into brain-eat-
ing zombies
and releasing
mutated lab
animals that
they were
studying.

The facility
is called “The

Directed by:
son

“Resident Evil’- Rated R

288¢ .s

Starring: Milla Jovovich,
Michelle Rodriguez

and kidnappers,
these enemies
are a little differ-
ent because they
are already
dead.

This movie
combines excel-
lent graphics
with an even bet-

Paul Ander-

Hive” and
houses many strange and illegal,
secret experiments.

The government sends in an
elite military task force led by
Alice (Milla Jovovich) and Rain
(Michelle Rodriquez) to contain
the virus in a limited amount of
time before it spreads through-

ter soundtrack to
go with the film.

“Resident Evil” keeps the
audience guessing with its
twisted plot.

This may be the reason the
previews attracted such a large
crowd and set the movie up to
be a hit.

lassic film ‘E.'T.” withstands test of time, editing for 20th anniversary re-release

By Bryan Swotek

As “E.T. the Extra Terrestrial”
comes back into theaters, viewers are
reminded of why it was so beloved
years ago.

“E.T.,” perhaps one of the great-
est movies ever, is being re-released
for its 20th anniversary.

The movie tells the story of a lov-
able extra terrestrial who tries to find
his way home.

While trying to complete this
task, he becomes close friends with
Elliot (Henry Thomas) and his little
sister Gertie (Drew Barrymore.)

As great as the movie is, many au-
dience members may notice that the
movie is basically a retelling of “The
Day The Earth Stood Still,” written by

movie at all.

Another specific scene that many
people remember is when E.T. is flee-
ing from the scientists
and FBI agents who are
all carry guns.

Because Spielberg
never liked that scene, he
took the guns out of their
hands and replaced
them with radios.

The changes were all
done in good taste and
do not affect the film
negatively.

Also take time to
notice the better graphics, especially
E.T.s facial expressions, which were ba-
sically the only changes advertised.

Harry Bates in 1951.
The film's re-release could not have
come at a more interesting time.

As the war on ter-
MOVIE REVIEW

rorism wages on,
many are left remem-

“E.T. the Extra Terrestial”
- Rated PG

bering some famous
2838 .s

scenes from the film.
Quotes such as
“You can’t go trick-or-
Director: Steven Spielberg
Starring: Henry Thomas,
Drew Barrymore

Some of the shots were refilmed for
the release, including the shot of Elliot
and E.T. in the bicycle flying over the
moon.

Better technologies have been in-
troduced since 1982 making it possible
to add more levitating umbrellas and
more color to the Reese’s Pieces.

Spielberg also reworked over 140
scenes in the film and added a few new
pieces of footage originally cut from the
classic.

This only adds to the original qual-
ity of the movie.

For many young people, the chance
to see “E.T.” in the theaters is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity.

Now, with the latest changes, it is
even better.

treating as a terror-
ist,” seem insensitive
to today’s society.

This line is obvi-
ously a little sketchy
in the eyes of many
moviegoers.

It was taken out.

This really didn’t hurt the flow of the

#
Courtesy of UNIVERSAL PICTURES

oung Henry Thomas plays Elliot in the
lassic sci-fi film “E.T.” Drew Barrymore
s also featured. The film was originally
eleased in 1982.

Omaba’s #1 Rated

New York Style
Pizza |
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Because
Most Likely To Succeed

Is Still Up For Grabs.

The earlier you start, the sooner you'll
be prepared for life’s expensive times, like college.
So start a savings account today.

(i) First National Bank

Investing in you.

l‘ /
- ) \“‘
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1213 Howard
7924 W. Dod ge
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Since its inception in 1995, the Vans Warped Tour has been a yearly showcase fo,
punk, ska bands and skateboarding. The tour will make its first Omaha stop thjg

year. In preparation, the Register takes a closer look at the bands and the history off .
the Warped Tour with the help of founder Kevin Lyman.

National punk tour will make first Omaha visit

By Layne Gabriel

For the first time in the
Warped Tour’s eight-year history,
the show will make a stop in the
Omabha area.

“The kids in Omaha deserve
it,” Warped Tour founder Kevin
Lyman said.

The Warped Tour is currently
the longest running festival in the
country and Lyman said he plans
to keep it that way.

Lyman became interested in
putting together a show after he
worked on the Lollapalooza Tour
and other concerts.

He wanted to do a tour his
way and gathered some friends,
then-unknown bands like No
Doubt and Sublime, and kicked
off the show.

“We almost didn’t get past
our first year,” he said.

But, apparently, he did some-
thing right.The show has been
running since 1995 and will make
its third trip to Australia this sum-
mer.

He credits sticking to the
Warped Tour’s roots of showcas-
ing new, unique bands and skate-
boarding as the reason that the
shows are so successful and keep
running.

Lyman is interested in devel-
oping the scene in smaller cities
in Australia and other cities in the
United States.

That is what led him to pick
Omaha.

“(We figured) let’s go up there
and try it,” he said.

Paul Thornton, a general part-
ner for local promoter Bravo En-
tertainment,

The Mighty Mighty Bosstones

The 2002 Vans|

said that the Warped Tour is a dif-
ferent type of concert to promote.

As a promoter, Bravo Enter-
tainment buys the concert, then
sets up the ticketing and market-
ing.

“We kind of oversee all the
aspects of the show,” he said.

Bravo Entertainment has

worked with Lyman since the first
year of the Warped Tour.
" Since the company is one of
the largest independent promot-
ers in the country, it is promoting
more dates of the Warped Tour
than any other company.

Thornton said when they
were looking at setting up a tour
schedule, it was only logical to
add Omaha to the mix.

Lately the Omaha area has
played host to many different na-
tional concerts and the shows
have been selling well.

“As promoters, we're on the
hook for lots of money (with the
Omaha show),” Thornton said.

Exposing new bands to
Omaha like Good Charlotte and
New Found Glory is something
Lyman looks forward to with the
Warped Tour’s stop.

He enjoys the anticipation of
the shows, not to mention the fact
that many of the kids just don’t be-
lieve the show is coming.

“That’s the one I really look
forward to,” he said.

Often if the tour is well-re-
ceived in a city they go to for the
first time, the tour will return in
later years and bands from the
Warped Tour will often add the
city to its bill for headlining
shows.

Thornton said setting up the
show is a different experience for
each city. He has to determine
what is the best way to market the
show, either by radio or by press.
It takes a couple of weeks to set
up a show.

Often Bravo Entertainment
will do “buys” with radio stations
where they trade on-air promo-
tions for tickets to the concert.

Usually a particular station is
selected to present the show,
and the sta-
tion

gets huge promoting rights for the
concert.

Thornton has been trying to
determine the best way to pro-
mote the show, since Bravo Enter-
tainment has never promoted a
show in the Omaha area.

“It’s a great show (with) a lot
of neat stuff every year,” Thornton
said.

The Warped Tour show will
be a bit of a surprise to many of
the concert-goers in the area. Itis
a completely different experience
than other rock shows that roll
through town.

“It's a traveling circus,” he
said.

The tour has anywhere from
six to eight stages with a large va-
riety of bands for about $25.

This year, the roster includes
such bands as Bad Religion and
the Mighty Mighty Bosstones.

“It's a great cross section of
music,” Lyman said, citing genres
like punk and ska to be included
in the show.

One of the benefits of the

Warped Tour is that all shows
end by sun-

- W down for
F « S the safety
) L ® of the au-
- 4 ;
s L dience,
o~ ;

Lyman said.

They also offer what he
called “reverse daycare,” which
is a tent where concert-goers’
parents can hang out during the
show.

He said the show caters to
adults who have concern for their
kids at big shows. Parents are en-
couraged to both e-mail Lyman
if they have any questions and to
accompany their children to the
show.

“The parents are always very
concerned...it’s a very great en-
vironment,” he said.

Although the Warped Tour
stresses safety and comfort, one
of the most interesting aspects to
the show is that the schedule of
bands is not released until the
day of the show.

This entices viewers to come
to the show right away in case
one of the best bands plays early
on. Having a flexible schedule
also ensures that most bands get
some exposure.

A majority of the bands that
do not play on the main stage get
a following from the Warped
Tour, such as Kid Rock, Limp
Bizkit, Blink 182 and Papa Roach,
Lyman said. Often concert-goers
will focus on the other stages to
see who the new up and coming
acts are.

Dicky Barrett (center with s

glasses), with members Kevin Lené”
Joe Sirois, Tim Burton, Den"
Brockenborough, Nate Albert, Ben

and Joe Gittleman, headline the Warped T°
on the mainstage. Be sure to get to the sh"

early, since the schedule for the concert is pos*
the day of the show. There is always a P°55i?l
the Bosstones may play at 2 p.m. The band proV!
some fun ska style to the Warped Tour.

Sophomore Jamie Bakeris
ing exactly that.

“I'm going to see probably,
little bands,” Baker said,

Initially she was planning ,#lpu
checking out the Kansas City sy, Jll
with a few friends, but'ShE, er
pleased the tour is making ity
to Omaha.

“I don’t have to travel dowp pe
Kansas City,” she said. ide

Most of the bands alsg hay
booths at the show which allow:
fans to meet the musicians and o
autographs and merchandis
Lyman said that each band has fline
bunch of merchandise and my
kids spend school clothing casht
get new gear.

Although Lyman has beenpr
ducing shows for years, he usudl
does not attend the shows. Butfy
the Warped Tour, it's a differente
perience. 00C

A typical day of the Warp
Tour consists of arriving at tigies.
venue at about 6 a.m., unloadn
and setting up by 11 a.m., openn
the doors at noon and plavingu
til 9 p.m., Thornton said. Theba
reloads and theén heads off tot
next city.

Since the tour is so large, theifin
are over 100 buses that brin
people to the show.

Usually Bravo Entertainmel
sets up the caterers, but for thist
a caterer is brought along withfy
production.The Warped Tour
quires over 450 people to tras
along, and Lyman has to keeps

with what’s going on for ex
show.

“I'm at every show,"
said.

Boston natives, the Mig!"
Mighty Bosstones, led !

All photos courtesy of M-Wﬂ
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and dis plays

wellower side

By Bryan Swotek

Good Charlotte’s self-titled debut
um proves why the band deserves a
,ton the Warped Tour stage.

The pop-punk band out of Annapo-

\(d. released the album in 2000 and
setting nothing but success with its
\._3;_~ in movies and randomly playing

MTV.

The songs on the album range from
s energetic “I Don’t Wanna Stop” to

toned down, melodic love song,
2250NS.

Songs such as “Motivation Procla-
tion” can take any bad day and make
netter. The song talks about being
wn and getting right back up.

The song has become a radio hit,
ich rocketed Good Charlotte into
pularity.

Instead of creating angry, riled-up
eners, Good Charlotte is more pop-
nk for the mellow kids.

The band obviously came from a not
perfect background, which is clearly
ident in the track “Little Things.”
This song talks about all the things
tcan mess you up in life and how to
over it all. It also talks about living
alower class house and being aban-
ned by a parent.

The guitar on the album is very
prp and clean, which is a nice devia-
n from typical punk music.

The band seems comfortable with
psongs and the complexity of the al-
m shows it.

Unlike many other punk bands,
od Charlotte is more than just the
e three chords and random exple-
es.

The band is obviously serious about
at it does.

It is an excellent selection for the
irped Tour as it will rile up crowds
some fun, spirited pop-punk.
Judging by the album this band will
finitely be seeing more success and
puld provide an excellent stage show
the tour. If you can’t make it to the
rped Tour, be sure to at least check
tthis album.

xPx puts new
in on punk

By Bryan Swotek

Although MxPx’s “Teenage Politics”
s released in 1995, the album pro-
fled great exposure to the band’s en-
petic style.

It is scheduled to be at the Warped

rs0 go see the energy the band dis-
BVS.

Its last album kicked off with “Sug-
oated Poison Apple.” The song
ught a new and unique twist to the
p-punk genre.

The album twisted and turned
ough 18 different tracks showcasing
*band’s ability to put variety in the
1SI1C,

The band has a tendency to stray
bm the typical profanity-laced lyrics of
' genre, which keeps it close to its
ristian roots.

Although the band has religious
es, MxPx still manages to tackle hard-
ting topics such as apathy and depres-
n.

This album has become better with
¢ The topics of the songs are still rel-
ant to teenagers in 2002 as much as
'y were back in 1995.

“Teenage Politics” was the album
ithelped the band reach mainstream

frdom.

Songs such as “Americanism” and
he Opposite of Intellect" are just two
the tracks on the album which made
¢ band and its sound so unique and
stinct,

The songs talked about love lost and
L"tiﬂnships gone awry.

Yet, the way that the band poked fun
the one who crushed them was pretty
Morous.

It kept the music lighthearted and
nto listen to.

MxPx has a wide variety of songs
d hopefully will debut some new
aterial.

The band offers great music and
Pefully a great stage show as it rolls
to tUWI‘l.
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Meggers

Drummer for the Casualties

foom

The Casualties are, from left to right, bassist Rick, guitarist Jake, vocalist Jorge and drummer Meggers.

‘I1’'s always fun venturing into

The Register talked to Meggers,
drummer of the Casualties, and
got the scoop on what the per-
formers think about being part
of the Warped Tour. The band
has never played in Nebraska be-
fore, but said it is looking for-
ward to the chance to play in

Omaha, Meggers said.

The Casualties can be found at:
www.thecasualties.net.

Flogging Molly (right)
will be among the per-
formers at this year’s
Warped Tour. The
eclectic group might
even be showing up for
the Omaha show. The
members are, from the
bottom middle in a
clockwise direction:
Dave King, vocals and
guitar; Bridget Regan,
violin; Dennis Casey,
electric guitar; Matt
Hensley, accordian;
Nathan Maxwell, bass;
Bob Schmidt, mando-
lin; George Schwindt,
drums.

¢ How many years have you
e been on the Warped Tour?
A: Last year we played 10 shows on the

tour. This is our first year doing the
whole thing.

Q: What do you look forward to this
summer?

A: The food that the Warped Tour pro-
vides. Yum.

Q: What are your thoughts on making
it to Omabha for the first time?

A: Very excited. There are few states

new territory’

we've never played before. It's always
fun venturing into new territory.

Q: What's your favorite part of the
tour?

A: Getting out of the van.

Q: What are some differences of a fes-
tival tour and a tour you do on your
own?

A: It’s easier to keep sane on a festival
tour. There are a lot more people to talk
to, instead of your own band that
you're stuck next to for hours upon
hours at a time.

Warped Tour Information

June 25, 2002

The Westfair Amphitheater
Tickets: On sale April 6 for $25 through Ticketmaster
Charge by phone at 422-1212 or on-line at ticketmaster.com
Internet pre-sale through warpedtour.com

Alkaline Trio
Anti Flag
Bad Religion
" The Casualties
Dynamite Boy

The Eye Liners
Flogging Molly
Good Charlotte
Hot Water Music
Lagwagon
The Mighty Mighty Bosstones

Morgan Heritage
MxPx
New Found Glory

No Use For A Name
Ozma

Lavne Gabriel

Long-awaited

tour will make
stop in Omaha

Finally.

Finally Omaha is getting a big show.

Not some piddly national concert.

Not something like the Backstreet
Boys.

Omabha is getting a huge tour.

The Westfair Amphitheater was built
to handle large shows, yet all we get here
are shows like Sweetstock and the occa-
sional Rockfest.

Now we get something even more
worthwhile.

A well-established tour, the Warped
Tour, is finally rolling through town.

Omaha has always been a second rate
town for concerts.

People only came here when they felt
like it.

We’ve seen the likes of Marilyn
Manson, Snoop Dogg and Mannheim
Steamroller, but when will some of the
other big guys make it?

Limp Bizkit and Paul McCartney
never stop here.

Neither do Outkast or Garth Brooks.

Face it, Omaha simply does not get
enough shows.

Hopefully, other groups will see that
the Warped Tour came to Omaha and
want to play here as well.

Omabha is a town full of teenagers
with absolutely nothing to do. Of course
concerts will sell well.

If only we could convince everyone
else of that.

Kevin Lyman, producer of the tour,
should be commended for bringing such
a unique show to this part of the country.

For years we had to watch coverage
on MTV and only dream about the day
that we could see it.

Finally that day will come.

Omahans now have the chance to be
part of the Warped Tour history. They
will get the chance to witness some of the
new up-and-coming bands.

Who has ever heard of Curl Up and
Die or From Autumn to Ashes?

Not only is the Warped Tour a fun
gathering for all involved, butitis an edu-
cational tool for anyone interested in up-
and-coming musicians.

Granted, I'll probably be right up in
the front screaming the words to any
Mighty Mighty Bosstones song I can re-
member from my eighth grade days, but
I'm planning on hitting some of the other
bands, too.

How could I let up an opportunity
like this pass by me?

All the little punk kids in the town
can rush towards Council Bluffs in their
plaid pants, spiky hair and plethora of
safety pins.

All the teenage girls will be there to
gawk at the hot singers and try and hit
on guys.

And there will be much rejoicing.

On June 25, the stores downtown can
sigh in relief that all the freaks will be else-
where for the evening.

The malls will be virtually empty ex-
cept for the kids that still need to find the
perfect new hair dye at Hot Topic.

Cars will be lined up and down In-
terstate 80.

All this for a concert.

But this isn’tjust any concert. It’s not
Barry Manilow or Peter, Paul and Mary.
This is one of the biggest things since
Woodstock 99. Except Woodstock was in
New York.

Even if the tour doesn't seem like
something you'd normally go to, I would
highly recommend shelling out the $25
to see the show.

If anything, it will show the rest of
the bands in the country that Omaha is
serious about seeing some national acts.

Even if MxPx doesn’t sound too in-
teresting, you may find some friends in
Stavesacre. You never know.

As for me, I'll be hanging around.
You can’t miss the blue hair. I'll probably
be over watching The Eye Liners.

Thanks Kevin for making it to
Omaha.

Believe me, we deserve it.

4 ( \
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Band’s release departs from old work

By Matt Wynn
He's back. And he’s better
than he’s been in a long, long time.
For those who were following
the plot, it came as no surprise that
nothing was heard from Jay Farrar

Tupelo’s “Anodyne.”

On “Sebastopol,” the amps
have notably been turned down,
perhaps to emphasize the
record’s remarkable sense of

melody.
‘“Damn

for the past three
years.

ALBUM REVIEW

Shame” is the

It now comes
as no surprise
that he has re-
emerged with a
solo record.

Farrar’s re-
cently released

Jay Farrar
“Sebastopol

000C-is

Warner Brothers Records He

catchiest thing
Farrar has pro-
duced in years,
and “Direction”
even borders on
power-pop.

also

first solo project,
named after the Californian town
of Sebastopol, suggests that he’s at

works well with
guests. Gillian Welch adds her
sublime harmonies to “Barstow,”

dating his grainy sound without
sacrificing its vitality.

It's the lyrics on “Sebastopol”
that could stand to be more
straightforward. Though Farrar
has always relied on woozy poet-
ics to illustrate his ideas, he’s
never sounded as entrenched or
trapped by lyrical obscurity as he
does here.

It's as if Farrar is utilizing a
familiar vocabulary as part of his
own, deeply personal language.

What marks “Sebastopol” as
asolo album is the same thing that
keeps it from being good rather
than great, its cumbersome length.
It is hard to get through some of

Courtesy of KEITH FERTWag,

The Fonzarellies (Keith Fertwagner, Benji, Dave and Dylan) recently went throygy,

least rediscovered his inspiration, a letter-perfect country travel- the songs. : wild lineup changes, losing a majority of its original members. The band remains ; ,, Jllov
if not his focus. ogue with a healthy dose of fore- A voice like Farrar’s starts to in the pop-punk rock scene ks Onigha.
Keyboards and organs boding. drone after ten tracks — lfet alone . i
abound, as do drum-loops and Steve Drodze uses his Flam- 17 — effectively softening its emo- R k b d I s
atypical guitar tunings. But more  ing Lips keyboard expertisetoel- tional impact. But self;i.ndul- oc a n rea rra nges l n e u R
importantly, Farrar has come up evate “Drain” above its tired gences aside, “Sebastopol” is a re- & N o
with a sturdy set of tunes, his fin-  strumming and obtuse lyrics. markable alt-folk album, worthy By Bryan . wote sald. "The most drama came  Band., ;
est since Son Volt's “Trace” and his The experimental instrumen-  of careful listening and prolonged The Fonzarellies recently ex-  from the people who were close “We just put our ox; |
most interesting since Uncle tation serves the songs well, up-  reflection. perienced a lineup change that  to the friends of the band or  onrock music which sy, y:

Poison the Well unleashes creative new album

By Kaitlin Butz
Poison the Well’s sophomore
release “Tear From the Red” is full
of many tricky little numbers.
From the first track “Botchla”

on the cover of the album.
After listening to the album,
its obvious that label is accurate.
There are times when the

songs are

The album’s standout track is
“Karsey Street.” It lays an abso-
lutely creepy recording of a mono-
logue on fear and terror over

grinding guitar

made an impression on the
Omaha music scene.

The band formed in 1997
and released a seven-inch record
that quickly brought the four-
some to the top of the local
scene.

The band draws a large
number of fans to shows with a

people who did not even know
what was going on.”

As new members joined, the
band slowly got used to per-
forming.

“The first show was shaky.
With a new bass player and all,
we were trying to get used toit,”
Fertwagner said.

hard to compete with ..
bands. We have gy,
sound,” he said.
However, it seems n
ter the lineup, the bang
come out on top drawing |,
crowds to local venues s
the Ranch Bowl and even
trips to play down in Linq;

and throughout the album, the stripped down riffs. sound that seems to be appeal- He said the drama did not Former members’ copy
songs have a tendency to start out ;0 acoustic pleas ALBUM REVIEW Itlastsonly a ing to almost all of those who  putweight ontheband atall,in  ments to outside bandsp
soft and melodic and éuddenly de- that would make Poison the Well little over a have not heard it before.Playing  fact the negative gossip actually  have contributed to the i,
scend into araging hardcoresong. Dashboard “Tear From the Red” minute, but it's more shows, being voted the  drove the members to do butt(-‘rn change.

Fach one has the ability to Confessional’s the album’s most best punk band by a local publi- As of now, Fertwagner said The other members e
leave the listener guessing asto Chri stopher ooo memorable cation and releasing the five-  the band is doing all right and  various local acts, like]
what is next and several songsend Carrabba weep of 5 song. track album “Beautiful” made can only get better. Cuterthans and The Mis: 38 in
with a surprise. with jealousy. . “Tear From 2001 a successful year for the “We are pushing each other ~ Previous bass plaver Tj

Very few bands c: ip Trustkill Records he Red” i b as far as we can go and taking  Steady was dropped in th

ery few bands can pull a trick On the flip the Re is a oys. g s we g0 ¢ aking  Steady was dropped in the

like this off, but Poison the Well
does it fabulously.

Even those who typically do
not like hard-edged music may be
drawn into the swirling melodic
parts of “Tear From the Red.”

Of course, the hardcore boys
couldn’t have you thinking they
have gone soft, which they prove
they haven’t on several loud, grat-
ing tracks.

It may seem like a contradic-
tion in terms, but Poison the Well
describes itself as emo/metalcore

side, songs like
“Lazzaro” completely forego the
softer side of Poison the Well and
are unadulterated hardcore.

The vocals on almost all of the
songs are completely incompre-
hensible, at least for the first lis-
tening.

You have to listen a few times
to understand them even a little.

The lead singer screams ev-
ery single syllable of every word
separately at many points in the
album.

unique mix of
polar opposites. Very few bands
can go from raging to contempla-
tive in the course of one album,
let alone one song.

Clocking in at slightly over
half an hour, “Tear From the Red”
is not a full-length opus, but the
listener gets a little bit of every-
thing in that 30 minutes.

The hybrid of musical styles
may seem crazy on paper, but
Poison the Well has the talent to
make it all come alive.

X Mu[i‘i—cfmja vintage candles are
back! Just one o many great
gifts under $10.*

5 Origina[, exotic tﬁings for all

0ccasions.
*1018 Howard Street*

Yourself §

However, the year also
caused a disturbance in the lo-
cal scene as a drastic lineup
change took place which left
only one of the four members in
the band, lead singer, Keith
Fertwagner.

He has been with the band
since the beginning, starting out
as the drummer and moving up
to front man when his brother
left the band.

“The lineup change was not
dramatic at all,” Fertwagner

things one step at a time,” said
Fertwagner.

As a child, Fertwagner had
always planned on being a mu-
sician.

“It is just what I always
wanted to do. Ever since I was
six, it was just what I always
aimed for,” he said.

Fertwagner said that since
the beginning the band has al-
ways been classified as a punk
band. Fertwagner said he sees
the band as almost a typical rock

lineup change.

“Ireally learned a lotint
band,” Steady said. “But s
was asked to leave, | have!
a lot more time to focus o
record label [Indian B
Records] and my other b
The Cuterthans.”

Steady is booking a lotm
shows and working on e
ing a full-length CD.

“It was not dramaticat

he said. “I was actually glad

I was asked to leave the ban
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penior moonlights as musician

By Layne Gabriel
weekend nights in the Qld
arket cater to a variety of
bople, including street musi-
ns.
] Genior Aaron Wilhoft is one of
ose musicians.

wilhoft joins his father
nathan to play tunes for crowds
the Market on weekend nights.

He first played in the Market
ter his father suggested they go
tand have some fun.

“The first night, we walked
{ with over $70 in around three
ars,” Wilhoft said.

His father had always been a
usician, and as he got older,
l ilhoft’s interest in the guitar
W.

‘I sorta picked up the guitar

d he thought the best way for
n il to learn the guitar was to teach
by lvself, so I did,” Wilhoft said.

ot After a while, the Wilhofts

ofil:rted learing new songs and

en dcbuting them to the crowds.
il Aside from songs of their
wiilloice, they often get requests.
; bpular ones include “Puff the
agic Dragon” and Beatles songs.
tl “I'm actually pretty surprised
oot the young kids join around
mikd sing the Beatles songs,” he
S
ingl Although the Wilhofts mostly
ay songs, sometimes Aaron can
Vet the crowd excited to hear his
¢ Wher yodel. He said the crowd
sl interested in what is going on
hen the performers enjoy what
he {lley are doing.
“It's not always what you do,

it’s how you do it,” Wilhoft said.
Usually, the Wilhofts play for
about three hours, but have gone
longer.
“There’s been times where
we've been down there singing
for six hours,” he said.

Photo by EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER

Senior Aaron Wilhoft performs at an open mic night at 13th Street Coffee Company.
Wilhoft also plays on weekends in the Old Market.

Spending that much time
playing in the Market allows him
to see a variety of people.

“If you look like you're hav-
ing fun, they’ll probably stand
around a little while,” he said.

Only once has Wilhoft been

kicked off of a corner and the
Old Market security guard,
“Officer Bob,” fixed the prob-
lem.

“He (Officer Bob) even
sings songs with us now and
then,” Wilhoft said.

I GIBSON

Drama teacher revitalizes

productions with energy

From GIBSON, page 17
between Georgeson and himself
were due to Georgeson’s long ten-
ure at Central.

“She had everything really
refined and down to a science,” he
said.

Georgeson also knew a major-
ity of the talented students at the
school, so she could work with.
what she knew to help cast the
productions.

Instead of staying in the au-
dience during the production as
Georgeson did, Gibson is down
by the costume and makeup room
without a headset to help make
sure the show runs smoothly.

Gibson relies mostly on the
students to run the show, but he
is there in case there is an emer-
gency.

“The kids are pretty good
about coming and telling me if
something’s going wrong,” he
said.

Sophomore Jason Nehrig has
worked with both teachers in pro-
ductions.

He said Gibson was more into
working with the crew to build
the sets.

Since he often stands back -
during the production, the stu-
dents learn more by being in
charge.

“He lets the kids actually run
the show,” Nehrig said.

When it comes to working on

characterization for the produc-
tions, Gibson lets the students do
a lot themselves, Nehrig said.

“He kind of leaves it up to the
kids to figure out what to do most
of the time,” he said.

Since the beginners often
needed more guidance, Nehrig
credits Georgeson's for her abil-
ity to help new actors.

He said that he is pleased with
Gibson’s work for the Drama de-
partment, but at times the change
from Georgeson’s method was
difficult.

For Roadshow, a week of re-
hearsal was taken out of the cal-
endar.

This left the crew skittering
around to prepare in two weeks,
instead of the usual three.

Junior Conrad Goetzinger has
been involved with stage crew for
both Gibson and Georgeson.

He said Gibson is more in-
volved in community theater and
that keeps his productions up to
date.

Goetzinger finds the smaller
shows to be a big timesaver when
it comes to creating sets.

The bigger sets that
Georgeson created took up a lot
of room backstage, which made
moving around difficult.

“Gibson prefers the smaller
shows,” Goetzinger said. “Pegi
wanted to do big shows to cast
more people.”

Courtesy of CHRIS PALMQUIST

e members of The Sound of Rails are Chris Palmquist,

Y@Bhn Kestner and Eric Ernst. Details about the band’s next
ow on April 17 can be found on its website.

RUDLOFF

By Kaitlin Butz

The Sound of Rails took influ-
ences from the legendary bands of
Washington D.C. and used them
to create its own unique style.

Bassist Chris Palmquist said
his years living in Washington
D.C. and the bands of that city,
particularly the ones on the
Dischord label, influenced his mu-
sical style.

In fact, one of the reasons for
Palmquist’s move to Washington
D.C. was to be part of its scene.

“I just kind of made a con-
scious decision that I wanted to
move out there and play music,”
he said.

Besides influencing him mu-
sically, Palmquist said he became
a better musician because of
things he learned while living in
Washington D.C.

Later on, he moved back to

Omaha and became a part of The
Sound of Rails, a band he said has
been compared to Dischord artist,
Fugazi.

But The Sound of Rails has
several different aspects to its
music, Palmquist said.

These aspects stem from the
band members’ differing tastes.

“We have pretty varied inter-
ests as for the music we like,” he
said. '

The band’s songs range from
the aggressive to the ambient,
which Palmquist said is not inten-
tional.

Instead it is the result of the
collective song writing process
that he, guitarist John Kestner and
drummer Eric Ernst go through.

“It's (the music) got a lot of
peaks and valleys as for how it
hits you,” he said.

The band got together in July

of 1999.

By October of that year the
band released its first seven-inch
record, he said.

The band has also produced
a split seven-inch with Putrescine
and a full-length album, “Prelude
of Hypnotics.”

The self-titled record and the
split seven-inch were released on
the band’s own label, Three Bay
Hopper.

“Prelude of Hypnotics” was
issued as a split release between
Caulfield Records and Three Bay
Hopper.

Palmquist said Kestner plays
the most integral role in the label,
but he and Ernst contribute, too.

Three Bay Hopper has not re-
leased any other solo albums yet,
but Palmquist said the label is
looking to expand.

‘We're trying to make it more

firea group finds success in mixing older influences with fresh new elements

of a working label rather than just
a vehicle for us,” he said.

The Sound of Rails just
wrapped up recording a new full-
length, to be released in June.

This album will be another
split release.

Palmquist said in the band’s
first years it did not play very of-
ten.

For the past few months the
band has been playing three and
four times a month.

They usually perform at ven-
ues like the 49er, Knickerbockers’
and Trovato’s Restaurant.

Although the band has
played at many venues in the area,
Palmquist said he would like to
play more all-age shows in the fu-
ture.

“I think younger people are
more emotionally receptive to
music,” he said.

om RUDLOFF, page 17
pught books from every conceivable
ce,” he said.

All of these years in the business have
ight Rudloff a thing or two. In the
iddle of telling a story, he was ap-
vached by a young man holding a car-
of four old Nintendo games marked
50 apiece.

The kid wanted to buy the carton,
guing that the games would only fetch
/ cents apiece at other stores. Rudloff
id he could have the carton if he bought
| the games at full price, $18.

The kid was reluctant, but ended up
rking over $15 for the lot, as he walked
f,Iil was obvious he felt he got a raw
dl.

This unusual business savvy is part
what has kept the Antiquarium going
r'so long, especially in the face of large

corporate bookstore chains.

Rudloff said he did not see why
people would want to spend their money
at a chain store when the money does not
even end up staying in town and will ul-
timately go to the corporate headquarters.

The store’s loyal customers help keep
the store going. Rudloff said he has many
returning customers, but does not expect
them to shop solely at the Antiquarium.

“People who like books will go to any
bookstore,” he said.

The extraordinarily wide variety of
the books at the Antiquarium helps it at-
tract a wide customer base, as well.

“We don’t specialize in anything,”
Rudloff said.

His attempts to please his customers
may be another reason that they keep
coming back. Atone point, he received a
phone call from a customer looking for a

book. He told her he would go look for
it. He came back 10 minutes later with 30
books that might fit the request.

Over the years, new parts have been
added to the store. The upper floors are
devoted to displaying art and the base-
ment is devoted to the music store.

Until about 1999, Rudloff said, the
gallery featured monthly shows by local
artists. In 1999, the Active Memory
Project began.

Its purpose is to display the works of
deceased artists to keep people aware of
them.

The first Active Memory show fea-
tured the works of Bill Farmer and con-
tinued until the second floor of the art
gallery was transformed into the Farmer
Gallery, a permanent showcase of
Farmer’s work.

Rudloff described Farmer as one of

the greatest artists of the twentieth cen-
tury.

The next two artists were Luther
Jones and Frances Craft, the current ex-
hibit.

Rudloff said the music store opened
up in the basement about 15 years ago.
It sells a wide variety of new and used
CDs, tapes and records.

Though Rudloff and his sister were
the original owners, he said everyone
who works there has some sort of stake
in the store, including Rudloff, Judy,
David Sink, who started the record shop,
and his partners in the music section.

“There’s a bunch (of owners) in the
sense of the cooperative partner,” Rudloff
said.

The Antiquarium has no real employ-
ees in the traditional sense.

Besides the owners, the only people

Jookstore owner sees nothing significant in being original operator of local landmark

who have ever worked there were vol-
unteers.

Rudloff said he can’t foresee selling
the store and doesn’t think anyone would
really be in the market for it.

“Someone would be silly to buy a
bookstore. All you have to do is rent a
space and buy your own books,” he said.

At the end of the day, Rudloff does
not see anything special or different about
what he does.

He admits there have been rough
spots, but the same things will occur
when anything is done for over 30 years.

He has built something that is some-
what of a landmark, especially to the
young people who are among its most
frequent customers. But Rudloff does not
see that as anything exceptional.

“Ultimately, it’s a job like any other,”
he said.
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In preparation for Prom, the Register reviews some of the best restaurants in the Omaha are

rom Restaurants

a. The restaurants were judged on Proy;

|

ity to the school, where the actual Prom dance will be held, quality of food, cleanliness and overall ambience. All kir.lds ofqiﬂbrcn; i
styles of cuisine were reviewed, from Thai to a good old steakhouse, but the main focus was places that would be an Interesting p), M

to take a date to. Some of the restaurants, like the Macaroni Grill, offer an enjoyable look at what goes on behind the scenes, whif

] s
Vivace’s cooks tasty Italian foo

JIT'S THAI CAFE
7425 Dodge St.

BEST DISHES: Pad Thai,
| Spring Rolls, Red Curry.

HIGH PRICE:
VolCano....cvaesuenss $13.50

LOW PRICE:

HIGH POINTS: Small
space, quick service, low
prices.

| LOW POINTS:
Occasionally food is over-
cooked, spice trays are

| sometimes unclean. |

| VIVACE'S
7425 Dodge St.

BEST DISHES: Dill Pesto,
| Alfredo, Carbonara,
| Steamed Mussels, the
| naked sauces menu.

' HIGH PRICE:
Paella................ $$17.95

LOW PRICE: ,
| Roasted eggplant and feta
cheese dip............. $7.50

HIGH POINTS: Downtown
location, tasteful decor,
| good food with reasonable
! prices.

| LOW POINTS:
| Reservations are sure to
| go fast.

MACARONI GRILL
701 S. 102nd St.

' BEST DISHES: Pizza
Napoli, Filet Firenza,
Chicken Marsala.

HIGH PRICE:
Sole Parmigiano....$12.99

LOW PRICE:
Zuppa e Insalata...... $5.99

| HIGH POINTS: Fun ambi-
ence, food cooked in plain
view, can be cheap.

LOW POINTS: A bit far
| away from Central’s court-
| yard.

-

. f:‘ R

STEAK HOUSE

KOBE STEAK HOUSE
120 Regency Pkwy

BEST DISHES: Kobe
Steak, Filet Mignon and
Scallops, Chicken and
Calamari.

HIGH PRICE:
Filet Mignon and
Lobster.....cccruuu.... $26.50

LOW PRICE:
Sesame Chicken...$11.75

HIGH POINTS: Good
atmosphere, food cooked
right in front of table,

LOW POINTS: High prices
for mediocre food.

-

Mixed Vegetables...$7.00 |

other places, like Vivace’s, are more conducive to regular dinner conversation.

" Photo by EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER

Vivace’s chef Jere cooks spicy chicken while
making a fresh salad for one of the many cus-
tomers the downtown restaurant gets every

By Matt Wynn
Vivace’s should top the list of any
group’s Prom dining options.
The restaurant specializes in
Northern Italian cuisine, ranging from

l the simple tastes of fresh hummus and

toasted pita chips to the complex and
delectable Rigatoni Alfredo.

The restaurant has an interesting
way of handling its menu. Instead of
giving people a pre-defined choice of
what they can order, the menu pro-
vides a list of pastas and noodles, all
with detailed descriptions of the
ingredients involved.

Then the customers come up with
a combination that sounds appealing.

Almost everything about this
restaurant makes it the perfect place to
take a Prom date. The building is

located downtown, in the heart of the
Old Market at 11 and Howard. From
there, it is quick and easy to get back
to Central for the big dance.

The actual interior of the restau-
rant is decorated in black and muted
tones. Mood lighting and spacious
windows give it a classy atmosphere.

The service at the eatery is almost
perfect. Servers are affable and friend-
ly, and always are quick to fill your
glass. The food is served quickly, but
not so quickly as to give the impres-
sion of being rushed.

Rarely has the kitchen created a
meal that has been turned back. All
the sauces are so meticulously put
together, it almost feels as if it would
be a crime not to eat it.

But sauces and noodles do not

’.

make up the entirc meny o
selection of appetizers is 4, .
able, ranging from roastod ,
and feta dip 1o
empanadas filled with shripy .,
and cheese. '
Pizza, the staple of evopy g,
eatery, is also included, by
pings might be a little too (| |
people used to Pizza Hut angd the
Baked chicken, pesto, feta chip, .
roasted peppers all appear frequy,
If you decide to get a piz; g
nitely try to get pesto on it All 4
restaurant’s pestos are mind-h),
Vivace’s is
choice for Prom, but make <y
reservations quickly. It's proypy
the school and outstanding 1
sure to make it a hot spot on 4

cheese

certamiy

day.

-

William Vogt, a chef at Macaroni Grill, has a pan engulf in flame while showing off some of

it |

Photo by EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER

the moves that made the restaurants pre-dining antics famous.

Macaroni Grill

[talian restaurant offers perfect mix of elegant splendor,

tasty food and showy kitchen chefs, all for a fair price

By Layne Gabriel

The Macaroni Grill is a nice
change from typical Italian food
in Omaha.

Unfortunately, the menu is a
little bit confusing at first glance.

All the dishes are called by
their Italian names, which has a
tendency to throw the visitor off.

Although the names may be
confusing, they are delicious.

The atmosphere of the
restaurant is excellent. The tables
are clothed in white paper and
they leave crayons to sketch
while you're waiting

The server writes their name
on the table, but leaves the
guests plenty of room to be artsy.

The Macaroni Grill is perfect
for a nice date and the crayons

and paper allow the visitors to
create some cute memories while
enjoying the wait.

The rest of the Macaroni
Grill is decorated festively in
dark colors. The chefs cook pret-
ty much out in the open towards
the front of the restaurant.

It is interesting to see the
chefs throw the meals together
right in front of you.

The food is excellent, but
attempting to find spaghetti and
meatballs can be a chore.

Opting for pizza is an excel-
lent idea, and the pepperoni
pizza is definitely a good choice.

Although the menu is filled
with things similar to spinaci e
agilo, spinach cooked with gar-
lic, pecorino, cheese and lemon,

a simple request for something a
little more typical is easy once
you know what you're ordering
(hint: spaghetti bolognese is
pasta with meat sauce).

The prices are reasonable for
a nice restaurant, and the meal is
well worth the cash. A typical
meal for two costs anywhere
from about $20 to $30, but you
do not leave hungry.

The service is speedy, but
getting a table could be challeng-
ing, since it is a popular restau-
rant. Make sure to get there with
plenty of time to spare.

The Macaroni Grill is an
excellent choice for the person
who has tried many restaurants
in Omaha searching for the per-
fect meal.

Cafe makes for

spicy meal, dag

By Kaitlin Butz

Jit's Thai Cafe is a complete
surprise and a little unorthodox,
but it combines a bit of exotic
flair with elegant simplicity that
makes it a perfect hidden Prom
spot.

It serves traditional Thai
food, terrific for those who like it
hot.

Thai is one of the spiciest
kinds of cuisine out there.

Even for those who do not
like spicy food, Thai food can
still be a treat.

Jit's is very good about
gauging the amount of hot
spices in the food, so you can
customize your order to be as
spicy as you like.

For someone who has never
tried Thai food before, T would
recommend the Pad Thai.

This is a fairly basic Thai
dish of noodles, vegetables and
your choice of meat or tofu. It,

Steakhouse takes mone
fails to deliver good me

By Doug Meigs

Kobe Steakhouse is a won-
derful waste of money.

The food is barely above
average.

It is blandly flavored and
overcompensated with too much
pepper.

Despite what some people
say, the steakhouse is by all
means no shrine of delectability.

[t kind of feels like a trip to
Las Vegas, fun and exciting, but
wholly unsatisfying and con-
trived.

And neither the city or the
restaurant leaves you with any
money in your pocket. ‘

Despite minor flaws appeal-
ing to one's palette, the restau-
rant’s atmosphere more than
makes up for the pricey yet only
satisfactory cuisine.

The Kobe steakhouse offers
a unique “Japanese” dining
environment.

Undoubtedly formatted to
fit American consumer taste, the
restaurant remains a relatively
entertaining meal from begin-
ning to end.

Bamboo screens, silk prints
and calligraphy come together to
produce a setting that would be
the perfect dining experience for
any group’s pre-prom activities.

F o
30/

8t te

like most other dishes, o
ordered mild, medium org

For a new twist on
thing traditional
version of cole slaw

It has a vinegar Jdressing:
is composed of an el iy
ent mix of vegetab
basic picnic variety

The spring rolls, veget
rolled in large ricc noo
wrapped like an oy
another delicious app

Even though the
is located right oft Dodge /i
rarely ever seems o be 2/
crowd or a very long wai

The entire wait stafl 57
and friendly.

The atmosphere i= nices
out being overly formal

If you're looking forif
to eat where you will not 8

agonize over which fork!
Jit's might be the one 7R
out.

Zany chefs cook twok
front of the customer whi
kind of nice if vou dont?
you have what it takes 0
intoresting dinner conven?
g{\lng. .

They take orders then
pear to return with a i
meat, vegetables and flamnm
fluids.

The food gets plopre
the grill while the chet pr®
to destroy /cook with his =]
culinary acrobatics.

The cook’s antics ¢
with giant flames Hying
the pan. Even though °
“watch out,” he still proc’
singe the face of evervone™
around the table. .

Nearing the mnll::*-'.
the meal he flips shn’
awaiting diners.

He
grand finale, a blazing ‘"
of onion. _

The volcano goes up ™
liberal coating of oil, wh &
chef tosses spice onto the
with a cheesy “lava, lavd
ment. _

Reservations take a W'
process.

For Prom in pd!‘!lt“l-;':_
may want to call quit¢ d
time in advance.
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follows up Wit




CENTRAL'S BEEF
Former Eagles play on
| Professional indoor
football team.
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0ose money,

SAA says

By Chris Aponick

murnaments cleared
07,077.12 during the last fis-
| vear, despite having nine
ate tournaments lose money.

Central athletic director

aan
or i wl Pennington said the
n sofill "¢V NSAA makes by charg-
the T ¢ [ces to the schools, taking

1 corporate sponsors and
king portions from schools’
istrict. tournament revenues
vates the additional revenue
' care for all of the organiza-
n’s needs and more.

“It’s really big business,”
ssaid.

With five players fouling
out, another technical earlier in
the game and the loss of sopho-
more starter Cortney Grixby in
the first quarter, Central lost to
the Links 80-74.

Central got into foul trouble
early and was never able to stop
the problem.

Coach Eric Behrens said the
players racked up fouls because
of the way one of the officials
was calling the game.

“If they would have reffed a
fair game, we would have won
by about 30 points,” senior Kris
Kuhn said.

saw the first players foul out.
Both  Kuhn and senior
Schyler Thomas were out of the
game before overtime even had
a chance to get started.
Then, with a little over two
minutes left, Central fell apart.
It all started when sopho-
more Rico Washington scored a
lay-up and a foul was called on a
Lincoln player to open up a
three-point Central lead.
Washington then got in a
Lincoln player’s face after the
shot and was quickly given a
technical for unsportmanlike
conduct.

A T Without the Karl White Crystal Howard Schyler Thomas " Kris Kuhn
o & money Nebraska = .
0 avs v S h ki
Boys: 19-4  Girls: 16-7
CBEpi 'Boys—__ Activities o s. - Ir s. B
baig ;sketball Association
P: pot 153 336 (NSAA), offi-
- Girls: cials  would
Y lalg never be paid,
lthe i a;ll;estbgl;.s games w[z)uid es c r u s
assy ) have no rules,
the jgp. Volleyball | . . champi-
Uil wrestling | never be B ' fl i f i
’ : g e t_
o d oass | coneaans | DOYS team flops in firs
e 000N | round defeat in Lincoln
1 would be
n (116,354 useless
Ire to Financially, the NSAA sits By Chris Aponick his mouthpiece on the ground in
(flmny 1 a very delicate balance Eagles PZY Central’s trou-  disgust after a call.
AL)()d tween the money it has com- Links 80 bles at the Lincoln came out at the start
Prig. in and the money it spends state tourna-  of the fourth quarter on a 6-0 run
order to run the state tour- ment ended with two capital Ts.  to build a nine point lead.
iments and keep daily opera- Two technical fouls at the Central came back.
ns going, NSAA business 2:20 mark in overtime against A 12 point fourth quarter by
anager Margie Pinkerton Lincoln High spoiled Central’s Kuhn sent the game into an extra
r id. chance at advancing to the sec- period.
The organization’s state ond round of the tournament. The beginning of overtime

An executive director and
ur assistant directors run the
ganization’s operations. The
att also has a business man-
er and a staff of five.

logether they make all of

Central started off the game
on a sour note when Grixby
limped off the court.

He came out later in street
clothes and on crutches.

The call upset assistant
coach Herb Welling, triggering
the second technical.

Once the officials made their
decision, Washington was gone.

i the organization’s rules
id governance. Overall, the
SAA sponsors 27 sports.
Pennington  said  the
SAA’s financial situation is
Jout average for an organiza-
on of its type.

The amount of money in
' organization’s accounts
Uctuates a lot during the
¢ar, Pinkerton said. This
akes it difficult for the
SAA to meet some of its
hancial obligations without
etting additional revenue.

“Right now we are flushed
ith revenue from wrestling
nd basketball, so we have
viked up in our accounts,”
e said. “But, we are about to
lart spending that money so it
ill go down.”

'he NSAA ends up spend-
5 much of its revenue
“Cause it reimburses schools,
Vs for rental spaces and offi-
='1\ and handles expenses
Sociated with the state tour-
laments,

One of the biggest expen-
tures is the NSAA’s lodging
“imbursement program, she
dd. Even well-attended
Vents like the state track meet
"¢ money because the NSAA
4¥s about $15 per night to
use one out-of-town com-
ttitor. The state speech tour-
“ment actually takes a loss
“tause of the housing reim-
Ursement,
“"For state track you can
a pole vaulter from
B “Wford, a miler from
\liance and a high jumper
‘“m Broken Bow and you
"IV to give them a place to
fay,” she said.
Pennington  said  the
"Banization makes enough
See NSAA,page 26

lave

said the loss of Grixby affected
Central’s play even though it
had a talented bench to fall back
on.

Central was still able to stay
with the Links, but Lincoln’s
Jake Brestel burned Central for
nine of his 18 points to build a
29-26 halftime lead.

At that point, the Eagles
only had 15 of the final 45 fouls
they finished with.

Throughout the second half,
Lincoln continued to control the
game’s pace and contain
Central’s players.

Kuhn said it was in the third
quarter that more of the fouls
started to go against the Eagles.

At the end of the quarter,
Central was whistled with its
first technical when Kuhn threw

Girls fall

By Troy Schulte

Eagles 31 P;ln t‘ice-co].:i
3 shooting per-
Knights 45 formance by

Central’s girls basketball team,
including a 3-17 performance
from leading scorer Crystal
Howard, contributed to a 45-31
loss to Lincoln Southeast in the
second round of the state tourna-
ment.

It was a depressing end to
the most successful girls basket-
ball season in recent memory.

Following a first round 54-
46 victory over fourth-seeded
Lincoln Northeast in which
Howard led both teams with a
season high 27 points to win
Central’s first state tournament
game in 15 years, the Eagles had
just six field goals and 15 points

¢ decisions concerning the “It was a mental burden see- Central attempted one free
cation of tournaments, the ing him leave,” Kuhn said. throw and then Lincoln shot
indling of member teams Lincoln coach Russ Uhing four.

After that Lincoln received
the ball.

Lincoln built up a three-
point lead with less than two
minutes to go.

Finally, Central had to give
up a foul, so it ended up losing
seniors Javelle Kimmons and
Andrew Ford.

This clinched the game for
Lincoln.

Behrens said the technicals
were a result of the players los-
ing their focus on the game and
what they were trying to accom-
plish.

“They became frustrated late
in the game,” he said.

Central’s inability to control
Brestel and Tyron Canby, who
scored 23 points, helped seal the
team’s fate.

All Photos by ANNIE WALDEN/THE REGISTER

Sophomore Karl White puts up two points during the first round of the state tournament. The
Lincoln High Links went on to upset the Eagles 80-74 after several Central players fouled out, put-
ting an end to the hopes that Central might win its first basketball tournament since 1975.

in second round of state tournament

at halftime.

Central’s shooting woes in
the first half baffled Howard.

“I don’t really have an expla-
nation for it,” she said. “The
shots just weren't going in. It
was just an off day.”

Central’s leading scorer in
the first half was Katrina
Washington with just five points.

But the Knights had the
same trouble shooting the ball
and at halftime the Eagles found
themselves down by just three.

Neither team managed to
score any points until six min-
utes into the first quarter.

And with just under a
minute to play in the opening
quarter the Eagles held a slim 5-
4 margin.

Washington then hit a 3-

pointer which allowed Central to
get into its press. The team’s
defense forced a turnover, giving
Washington an open lay up to
increase the lead to 10-4.

Those five points were
Washington’s only points of the
half and that six-point lead was
the largest for the Eagles.

The Eagles found them-
selves leading the favored
Knights for the majority of the
first half.

Then, with just under a
minute and a half to play until
halftime, the game started to
lean in Southeast’s favor.

The Knight's leading scorer,
J.J. Smith, put them ahead 16-15
with a lay-up. Then, following a
Central turnover, she scored
again with a fade-away jump

shot at the buzzer to grab the
three-point halftime lead.

Once Smith put the Knights
ahead, they were ahead for good.

The Knights came out of the
locker room shooting hot.

"It didn’t seem like they
changed anything with their
game plan,” Howard said. “They
just started to play harder.”

Behind two three-pointers
from senior guard Kylie Fisher,
Southeast quickly extended its
lead to nine at 30-21.

After a 3-pointer by
Howard, Southeast junior Tatum
Thies hit a jumper, then senior
Jessi Schnell did the same.

After a Central turnover and
foul, junior Kim Shubert hit both
of her free throws to put
Southeast up by double-digits at

—'—_‘

35-24.

The Eagles tried to get back
into the game, but excessive
turnovers and the sure-shooting
of Smith, Amanda Brulin and
Fisher didn’t allow the Eagles to
pull within six points.

Despite the loss, the 2001-
2002 Eagles became the first
Central girls basketball team to
advance in a state tournament
since 1987.

Also, their fourth rated fin-
ish was the highest year-end
ranking since the state champi-
onship team in 1984.

Those accomplishments
served as a consolation.

“We didn’t want to go out
and set a record,” Howard said.
“But it was a team goal for us to

advance.”
}
(.
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A night at the ballet

assistant sports editor Troy Schulte, attends a dance class. After
¢k not cut out to be a dancer.

In zz at.empr to get in touch with bis feminine side, .
an hour-long class, which included ballet, jazz dance and tap dance, he realizes h

All Photos by FAITH LYNN/THE REGISTER

ABOVE: Schulte tries to do the battements while the other members of the class watch in amusement. TOP RIGHT: While the other members of
the class do the tendu gracefully, Schulte cheats and grabs the bar for support. ABOVE RIGHT: Schulte starts off the class with a plié danteé.

If you're looking to land a prom date,
don’t do it at dance class.

After about an hour of pliéing,
tenduing, some degage, a little bit of tap
dance and a whole lot of sweating, [ came
i to thesgenclusion that dance class isn't
! whéfé'you'goto pick up the ladies.

When I first stepped into the Studio
of Dance Arts I stuck out like a sore
thumb. First of all, I'm a guy. Secondly, I
wasn’t exactly wearing the correct attire.
All the other girls, about 15 all together,
wore black leotards, black pants and
black dance shoes. There was no way
anyone, not even a bunch of well-toned
girls, were going to make me wear a leo-
tard. I don’t own a pair of black pants and
unfortunately they don’t make size 14
ham-hock dance shoes. So I just wore a t-
shirt, some holey socks and my trusty
gym shorts, good enough.

Considering the regular instructor,
Cherri Harris, was off gallivanting in
Florida, Tena Hahn had to step up and
take over the class.

“In honor of our guest we're going
to start off with some barre work,” Hahn
said.

After a big groan from the class, I got
the idea that barre work isn’t that high of
an honor. I was a little disappointed after
me and about three girls were ostracized
to the tall bar. It was hanging on the wall
on the other side of the room so I wasn't
able to watch myself in the mirror. What's
up with that? How is a guy supposed to
know if he’s doing the plié grande right

if he can’t see himself in the mirror?

I could tell this class doesn’t usually
have boys attend when, while we were
doing the battement, which I think is
French for “swing your legs around,” the
girl in.frond-of me almost hit me where it
matters most. So, while I was swinging
my own legs around, I had to move back
a little bit.

Next, we split up into groups. At the
class’ June recital, all the seniors get to
do an 11-second solo, so I went with the
seniors into the “purple room” to work
on a solo of my own. Considering the
other four seniors in the class had been
working on their solos for a few months,
I was a little behind.

With the help of some of the other
dancers, I did manage to come up with
something. I can’t really name the moves
in it, or tell you what I call it. But I can
tell you this, it involves some arm flail-
ing, a little leg kick thingy, capped off
with a great finale, a twirl. It was pretty
darn graceful if you ask me and I was
pretty proud of it. | mean me, Mr. Flat Feet
himself, put together an 11-second solo
in a matter of minutes. I was so excited I
called Sarah, the guest instructor, over to
take a look at it.

“Watch my solo, it’s pretty b—'," I
told her. '

Little did I know what a mistake that
was.

“I"'m sure it is, but we don’t swear at
dance class,” she informed me.

So what if I did swear. Can’t a guy be

happy about landing his solo. I did pretty
well the rest of the class in the swearing
department. I only let one more go, un-
fortunately it was the mother of all swear
words, so I got a really dirty look for that
one. .
I guess Cheri had seen the dancer’s
solos in the past weeks and passed the
word down to Tena and Sarah that they
need to work on them. So because of that
we spent a little extra time in the “purple
room.” I, for one, didn’t need to work on
mine. | had my solo down pat.

After we practiced for a little while
longer we went back to the full group to
run through the routine with the entire
class.

This was probably the worst part
about it.

This class had been working on this
one specific routine for months and 1
stumble in one day and try to pick it all
up. That’s just not going to happen. I tried
to keep up with them the best I could, but
it wasn’t enough.

Somewhere in the midst of all the
kicks, jumps, twirls and spins I lost my
way, so I tried to fake it the best I could.
But if I thought the ballet routine was
tough, I was in for a real treat when we
started the jazz routine.

This time I didn’t even try to pretend.
When I got lost I just stood to the side
and watched the other girls dance—and
boy did I watch. Then, with about five
minutes left in class, we had enough time
to run through the tap dance routine.

Just before the tap dance number,
Matt, the only guy regular, finally
showed up. I was a little upset. I hear
before hand that I wouldn’t be the only
guy in the class, then he shows up
about 55 minutes late to an hour-long
class.

“What's wrong with you,” I asked
him. “You show up to class for the last
five minutes to just jump in and tap
dance.”

“Sorry, I had to go to Taco Bell,”
he said.

- Tunderstand. I guess greasy Mexi-
can food is the prerequisite for any
dance class.

Then I asked him if he had any size
14 ham-hock tap shoes, he didn't, so I
had to tap in my socks.

Which was actually better. In my
socks if I got lost, I could just tap my
feet on the ground whenever and
wherever and nobody would know if
I screwed up. After running through
the routine, the class was over.

Though I enjoyed my dance class,
I had made a decision. Never, ever, un-
der any circumstances will I ever step
onto a dance floor again. There’s way
too much tight clothing, way too many
French words, way too many frilly
dresses hanging on the wall, requires
way too much flexibility and there was
way too much pink.

If only I could get over all those
minor issues I could have a pretty good
career dancing in “Swan Lake.”

ENSAA

Money needs,
stay with schyy

Pennington say

From NSAA, page 25
money to cover these things bec;
the registration fees, tourney rg, .
and promotional deals it make;

Cricket, US Bank and All-Ty,
$10,000-25,000 to be advertiseq asof
corporate sponsors, this year he.. .
$45 registration fee also adds
the sports and schools across

But the area of NSAA Vol
that concerns Pennington the |
how it handles district tournammL
enue.

He said the schools hostingad-w
tournament gets most of the mon&,f
the NSAA has a formula to gt ,
the profits.

For example, out of the $818] 75,
at Central’s district games at Nop Hi
Central only received $780, but the NS
grabbed $2,848.68. North kept the
the revenue.

Pinkerton said some of the
was for the catastrophic insuran,
that the organization keeps. A

Other cuts are taken from these g
to help fund other programs that 4,
fund themselves, assistant NSAA ¢
tor Debra Velder said.

This is because the bulk oy
NSAA’s revenue is generated by ayf
ful of events, Pinkerton said. Footba
leyball, basketball and wrestling e
support many of the other state eve

Most athletics directors refer i
events supported by these five spo
“non-revenue sports.”

Events such as play produc
which lose $588,764.48 across the st
year, are important to support b
they provide good learning experef
for those involved with them, Pink
said. 5
Despite the need to fund thesee
Pennington said the money NSAAn
should come back to the schools.

However, the NSAA has kepil
portions of its intake to build upitse
gency cash reserves.

The association’s auditor said
sociation was spending too muchd
yearly capital and therefore, the \§
needed to build up at least $1 milla
reserve, in case one of the eventsm
considerably less than usual becau
the weather or other circumstances

For*example, Pinkerton said revd
would be less if the girls basketbal:
nament would be cancelled because
weather.

The NSAA may start a comift
look at fees it charges and how it di
utes its money to its member schod

Pinkerton said the organizatin
considered raising ticket prices §
cause the increase would not be very
matic.

Pennington said the NSAA keef
money to help pay salaries and b
expenses as well.

Still, he said thinks the NSAASH
balance out the pay outs it givest0
that make the post-season.

He said the basketball teams &
even get enough for the state toum
games to cover the bus down to the¢
The teams in the football final get®!
Other sports do not have pay-o¥®
championships. J

“NSAA is set up for the benefit0"
school athletics,” Pennington said

s
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UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL
ASSOCIATES

Matthew A Mormino, MD

Sports Medicine
Steven V Hagan, MD
Monty S Mathews, MD

ebraska

Medical Center

Orthopaedic Surgery & Rehabilitation
Board Certified / Board Eligible Surgeons

Adult Reconstruction Pediatric Orthopaedics
Kevin L Garvin, MD Walter W Huurman, MD
James R Neff, MD Paul W Esposito, MD
Erik T Otterberg, MD Glen M Ginsburg, MD
Hand Surgery Spine
N Ake Nystrom, MD, PhD  Walter W Huurman, MD
Thomas P Ferlic, MD (Pediatrics)

James R Neff, MD
Fractures & Trauma Reginald Q Knight, MD

Musculoskeletal Oncology
James R Neff, MD

Foot
Howard D Pachman, DPM

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Durham Outpatient Center
44th & Emile
402-559-8000

CAFE ITALIAN

HOURS: M-TH 11-10 P.M.

FRI-SAT 11-11P.M.
SUN 12-10 P.M.

LUNCH SPECIALS 11-2 Daily

(Except Sunday)

North Saddle Creek and Charles
1501 North Saddle Creek

558.7717

pJanousek Florists Int .

* Central students: o
order your fresh boutonni¢t Fi
or corsage for Prom! | |

* Flowers For Every Occas!
1) @ * City Wide Delivery Servi'j
4901 Charles St. « 556-5652

Capture the Moment |
Prom Photographs

Tom Marsicek Photography
Will be at Prom to Capture
Your Prom Memories
Order Envelopes are

Available at the School
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JEREMIAH CHILDERS

star c Irn ﬁi_s sesm?d year on The best player on a | |Asafreshma11 last sea-
ar "‘arb]tY’ L.h]l(‘l{‘rs “’1“ ta]t‘nt[.‘d, but very Sl!l"l, h(’ L‘Iudl]fled f()l'
0 p P ; b_e orie of the team'’s young, team. ‘ ' state in the long jump.
Prior to the start of the top pitchers.
]l sp l'iﬂg SpOI‘tS season, the BASEBALL BOYS GOLF BOYS TRACK AND FIELD
. STUDENT STUDENT STUDENT
LI 344
S Kt fq}bf er asked each coach CHS ATHLETE CHS ATHLETE CHS ATHLETE
to select one player who The Team The Team The Team
: . Coach: Scott Hodges g :
vl “ be a k > _ Coach: Jim Galus Coach: Jeff McCune
" A ) ey element in :2:.::;::0? 5-20 g ks =0 2001 record: 3-5 2001 finish: Ninth in Class A
4 tarters: Justin Tatum (12), Jeremiah Returning starters: Steve Hogan (10), Tony Returning state qualifiers: David Newson (12)
g 5 3 ¢ ’
that team’s season. %;lg_err; 0(3“2: ﬁg)Waterman (12), John Friend (10), Driscoll (11), Adam Ramirez (10) David Horne (12), Reggie Terry (12), Chris Gorga
’ o Season outlook: With the help of the more expe- (11), Mark LeFlore (12), E.J. Falkner (11), Kris Kuhn
B i he se athletes perfor- mwm:qlfokdf?ir tth Fagles_to :mke the rienced players who made the state tournament last (12), Clinton Skanes (10), Brandon Gunn (10)
fi s the second tier of teams in the metro. year, the younger players will continue to improve. Season outlook: With the number of state qualifi-
i y ma nces thro ugh O ut the The E‘?gles will rely on P“‘-‘hﬂ}g and _de[ense in their Thus improving the team’s overall chances. ers and returning lettermen, they should beqone of
; iy f h 2 pursuit of a .500 season. Seniors will need to pro- Key meets this year: Creighton Prep 4/23 the top teams in the state.
rest of the season Wlll teu vide leadership to the crop of young talent, as there Key golfers this season: Hogan, Driscoll, Key meets this year: Millard South Invite 4/5,
. :(“‘ 10 first-time players at the varsity level. Ramirez | Omaha Central “Dick Jones” Invite 4/12 '
whether their team has a Key games this year: Papillion/La Vista 4/13 How will this season compare to last season: Key athletes: Horne, Terry, Newson and Gunn.
ow will thls_ season compare to h_gt year: If Hogan, who made all-division and all-metro as a How will this season compare to the previous
C h ance to rea Ch state tour- Tllle ?l“)’;"s a&t‘hmfies have made the transition from freshman, has the same type of season, the entire | seasons: With the number of talented athletes re-
P );mgh‘f’; '?Ifll‘\b]t‘ll\-'f-‘ﬁ K‘ Z;:Cltetptmg the team con- team should improve. Galus said he thinks they turning, they should improve on their team finish
5 cept, which will allow the Eagles to play competi- have a very good shot at sending the entire team to at state. )
name nt glory- tive baseball. the state tournament in May.
|
SPRING 2002 . SPRING 2002 SPRING 2002 SPRING 2002
LIBBY DYER CHASE BILLOTE
One of many return- .
ing seniors who will ; Will attempt to return One of many [a[ent(__'d The Oﬂ]‘\f' pld}'t’l‘ on
attempt to lead the to the ‘ state meet sophnmurgs, she will g the team to play var-
Ve, b 1t S avss | where E_»ht‘ made an try to qualify for state Sity since he was a
state appearance. early exit last year. in a number of events. reshman.
GIRLS SOCCER GIRLS TENNIS GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD BOYS SOCCER
STUDENT STUDENT STUDENT STUDENT
vl CHS ATHLETE CHS ATHLETE CH ATHLETE CH s ATHLETE
lo Y0 PR
E‘_-‘ﬂﬁh: Joe White Coach: Larry Andrews Coach: Trent Lodge Coach: Tim Herbert
f 2001 record: 7-9 ) _ 2001 record: 4-2 2001 finish: 16th Class A 2001 record: 11-8
! Ruiurl':lng, st_a!-lers: Kristen Kruger (12), Libby Returning starters: Kim Pitlor (11), Katie Musick Returning starters: Kaitlin Hartnett (10), Auriel Returning starters: Chase Billotte (12), Wade
hay I l]_)ll atricia Cannc)l’\"[lZ). Marie Engdahl (12), (11), Lauren Freeman (11), Jennifer Yin (10) Blake (10), Shauntel Vaughn (10), Kayana McCants Shelton (12), Kueth Doluony (10), Dominic Choto
| STt L-Iassef (l.2), Kim Labenz (11), Mary Season outlook: This could be a very challenging (10), Stephanie Williams (10), Nikia Broadway (10), (12), Matt Neumever (12), Tyler Klusaw (11), Mitch
;) halak (11), Cassie Dalrymple (11) ] season because prior to the start of the season, the Rachel Danford (10), Katie Lydiatt (11), Meredith Swee (11), Aaron Maurice (11), Travis Farley (11),
' Season ou‘tlll)ok: The talent pool on the girls soc- team had four spots to fill on the varsity team. Mem- Grunke (11), Norma Reynolds (11), Kate Trerice (11), Vicante Ozuna (11), Marc Monbougquette (10), Kevin
: team has improved immensely with this class bers will do their best to represent tennis and Cen- Holly McCarthy (11) Macinernay (10), Eric Shradar (10), Phillip Witchger
to ncoming freshmen, but its schedule is much tral High School. Season outlook: This should be the most com- (10). )
g :her with the two teams who made. the state Key matches this year: Westside 4/9, Burke 4/ petitive womens track team in the last five years. Season outlook: This team has the talent and
in 2001 on its schedule. 25. The team has a lot of experienced runners to coin- should be able to win three tournaments and ten
Key games this year: Marian 4/8, Burke 4/22 Key players this season: Pitlor, Musick, Freeman, cide with the young talent. games during the season. Accomplishing that will
Key players this season: Michalak, Kruger, Elisa Yim . Key meets this year: Millard North Invite 3/23, put them in very good position to land a spot in the
‘ins (9) How will this season compare to last year: The North Invite 4/25 state tournament,
How will this season compare to last year: team’s success will depend on participation and at- Key runners this season: Grunke, Hartnett, Key games this year: Papillion/La Vista 4/4, Lin-
season will be similar to last, with the team titude during practices. Andrews is optimistic that Thomas, Reynolds, Trerice, Blake, Vaughn, | coln East 4/6, Burke 4/22
1 to get a spot in the state tournament. they players will continue to progress. McClants, Williams. |
s L

L J

OMAHA PLANT

Salutes

2000-2001 JEA/NSPA
National Champions

i

The Omaha Central
High School

REGISTER

FUND FOR THE FUTURE

Through the College Savings Plan of Nebraska

The College Savings Plan of Nebraska is a 529 plan that pro-
vides you a simple, inexpensive method of making gifts to
minors to help fund future college expenses. It allows you to
take a deduction up to $1,000 on your state taxable income,
and you have the freedom to choose among several invest-
ment options including brand name mutual funds.

CAMERA
\CENTER

The College Savings Plan of Nebraska is designed to meet the
needs of every family and every budget. There is no minimum
annual contribution required. You can contribute a maximum
of $11,000 per year per beneficiary without incurring federal
gift taxes. In fact, 529 plans are the only way to contribute as
much as $55,000 in one year without federal gift taxes
because the $55.000 counts as 5 years gift money. You may
contribute as much as $250,000 over the life of the account.

Teen services:

* abstinence information 747 N. 114 St.

* emergency contraception ’ !
* birth control * condoms Miracle Hills Square

* pregnancy tests Omaha, NE 68154

Talk to us in confidence.
With confidence.

Planned Parenthood 554-1040
of Omaha-Council Bluffs www.teenwire.com
4610 Dodge St., Omaha

Call one of the Securities America, Inc. Registered
Representatives below for more details. They can assist you
in identifying the most appropriate investments for your spe-
cific circumstance.

(402) 493-7555

402-399-9111 or 800-747-61M1

Brian Heithoff .............. Ext. 2315
Jayldt .......cooveuvvnns.. Ext.2260

Technology is the future, get with IT!

www.vatterott-college.edu
Omaha, NE

| " - (402) 891-9411
ﬁ Securities America R Lot

Securities America Advisors, Inc. - An SEC Registered Investment Advisory Firm

Socifes Ao, b - Mot HAZDHFG Medical and Technical Areas of Study
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Runners

prepare
to repeat

By Troy Schulte

When Central’s 1600-meter relay
team lined up to start the Adidas Mid-
west Indoor Track and Field Champion-
ships this Feb., junior E.J. Falkner didn’t
expect the relay team to hang with some
of the best relay teams in the country.

But with an incredible performance
in which they ran a 3:27.19 on Feb. 9,
that's exactly what this team did. Falkner
said that was a good performance for a
team that ran only one indoor event all
winter.

About seven months after Falkner
and seniors Mark LeFlore, David Horne
and Reggie Terry captured the 1600-meter
state championship, senior Zeke
Hemphill stepped in for LeFlore, who
was still playing basketball at the time,
to capture third place in the elite division.

One of only two schools to better that
time was the defending national cham-
pions from Camden, N.J.

Though the last race the team ran
prior to that indoor event took place at
Burke Stadium last May to win the state
championship, Falkner said, that day, he
and the rest of the team ran better than
they had ever before.

“ At that time it was our best (race),”
he said.

Prior to that third place finish, the
team'’s best race was when it won that
state championship.

In the 1600-meter relay finals Central
beat out Benson by less than one-hun-
dredth of a second to capture the state

~ championship.

“We all had a feeling we could doit,”
he said.

Before last season, Falkner had a feel-
ing the team could win it all. This season
he has a feeling it could repeat.

Once basketball season ended, the
same team that ran the 3:19.27 back in
May was back intact.

Which is the main reasons Falkner
said he thinks this team is the overwhelm-
ing favorite to take state again this year.

“If we just go out and train like last
year and run with our all, we're pretty
good,” he said. '

Even though this team is picked by
many as the favorite to repeat, Falkner
said the members aren’t looking ahead.

And if by chance Horne, LeFlore,
Falkner and Terry, the same four runners
who found themselves standing on top
of the medal stand at Burke Stadium last
May, don't find themselves there again
this year, there will be a lot of upset
people.

“Not just to us (the runners),” Falkner
said. “But to a lot of other people, t0o.”

Football players realize success in fall means running track in sprin

By Troy Schulte

Central football players take it as a
given.

If you're planning on playing a sig-
nificant role on the football team in the
fall, then you better plan on playing a role

* on the track and field team in the spring.

Senior David Newson, who was a re-
serve on the football team last fall and
runs the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes
as well as the 400-meter relay, has lived
by that theory his whole career.

He said it’s not required, but ex-
pected that Central football players run
track in the spring.

“They all basically know they have
to run track. The two sports all tie to-
gether,” he said.

While Newson has played under that
system for the last four years, sophomore
Brandon Gunn is just learning it.

Gunn, who, like Newson, runs the

By Chris Aponick
' e To say that the junior varsity soccer team
S ™% had alittle trouble winning in the past would
- be an understatement.
' This season could be different.

There are more coaches this year,
bringing experience and new ideas.

Social Studies teacher Ted Arndt has
taken over the team and is trying to make it
competitive.

He said the players will develop skills that
will help them contribute to the varsity team.

In turn, he said he hopes the JV team will
start winning more games, and eventually
build a reputation as being one of the better
soccer teams in Omaha.

“In the past the coaches didn’t get
much out of the JV team,” he said.

Junior Tyler Klusaw said he notices
how the JV team is changing.

Arndt has made the JV team a prior-
ity and because of that it gets more at-

tention.

“The JV team used to be worked with before the
varsity, but now both teams practice at the same
time,” he said.

Arndt said if the JV team learns to teach play-
ers skills to help them end up playing on varsity it
would have a big effect on the whole team.
In the end, the efforts could help build a top-
_ notch soccer program at Central.

; Assistant coach Alexandre Matos said
the development of basic skills in the JV
players could help build a big future
for Central.

If the team develops younger
. players who can contribute to the
R varsity team, then the coaches
R will have more players to rely
on, Arndt said.

Those younger players
will also probably play huge
roles on future Eagles soccer
teams. :

“How you win is by get-
ting contributions from all
the players,” he said.

Arndt’s strategy could

pay off for the soccer team in
a few years, but Herbert does
not care how long it takes.

Heisjust glad Arndtis finally
part of the team.

When Herbert found out Arndt
was here, he talked to him about coach-
ing the JV team.

That was over three years ago.

Herbert knew Arndt had coached

at Dana College and that he would

be very valuable to the development
of the Central team.

Arndt said he wanted to coach,
but at the time he was getting married
and had a very busy schedule that pre-
vented him from doing so.

“I've just been waiting,” Herbert
said.

Photo by PAULA SALHANY/THE REGISTER
With the combined knowledge of the three soccer
coaches, the upcoming year is looking promising. Play-
ers said the coaches work well together which proves
to them they know what they are doing. “ Good coach-
ing makes a good team,” junior Mitch Swee said.

The Brain Trust

Coaches said they hope to turn junior varsity socces
around with new ideas, attitudes

Arndt brings two years of experience fy,,
Dana. He was the head coach at the college i,
almost a year, but taking a job student ludchm;
forced him to leave.

Still he said he learned many things yp,
there, especially about recruiting.

“There are a lot of opportunities available
kids if they want to work at it,” he said.

Herbert said having Arndt adds another i,
portant element to the team. He has never py
an assistant in the building before and he thiy),
having Arndt around will add to the coachip,
staff’s continuity. '

Gtill, the hiring of Arndt and his work wij,
the JV players are not the only things that coyg
turn around Central’s soccer team, Herbert s3ig

Matos, a member of the 1992 state title tea,
is in his second year of coaching. His knowledg,
of soccer offense gives the team a very impy.
tant element, he said.

His addition to the staff came quite sudden;

Out of nowhere, Matos e-mailed Herbert i,
years ago to say he was coming back to Omap;
for graduate school.

Herbert then asked him if he was intereste
in helping out on the team.

He agreed and became the offensive coach,

Matos has taught the players the Brazilian
soccer style. With his guidance, the plavers have
learned to get more touches on the ball when
they are going up the field.

Matos said he is trying to build up their of.
fensive decision-making skills, especially getting
them to take shots.

“They can’t hesitate to take a shot,” he said

Since Matos works primarily with the ot
fense, Herbert said he could focus on the defense
The skill and experience of Matos is not only im-
proving the offense, but the defense, too.

Overall, it allows the coaches to work in the
area of the game that they feel most comtortable
teaching others about.

Klusaw said the best thing about Matos ishe
can relate to the players on a practical level be
cause of his own recent playing experiences
Matos’ experiences playing in college and pr-
fessionally in Brazil have made him an excellen:
offensive coach, junior Mitch Swee said

“He knows what we need to do to be suc
cessful,” he said.

Matos tells what he used to do when ht
played, Swee said. He give them tips fromafe:
low player’s perspective.

The players know they can believe him
which makes his statements much more valuable
Swee said.

Klusaw said Matos helps out the offens
quite a bit. He has adjusted the team's plaving
speed and helped them play together as a team

“He gives us an all-around perspective asé
player,” he said.

Eventually, the team will be strong enougt
so there is not just one player carrying the team

“The coaches work well together and the!
talk to each other a lot,” Klusaw said. Tha
proves to the team they know what theyv re do-
ing.”
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100-meter and 200-meter dashes as well
as the 400-meter relay, said when he first
came to Central he didn’t intend on run-
ning track.

“I was planning on not running in
high school,” Gunn said. “But after learn-
ing the program and how things work, 1
decided to.”

Gunn said his first love is football, but
he soon learned that at Central if you
want to play a big part on the football
team, you have to run track.

He said head football coach Joe
McMenamin, who doubles as an assistant
track and field coach doesn’t require you
to run track in the spring, but its pretty
much expected.

“He definitely prefers it,” Gunn said.
“I think it gives him a way to see their
work ethic.”

Though he prefers football, Gunn
doesn’t dislike track; in fact he said the

theory of running track to stay in shape
during the off-season works. Also, this
summer he will attend football camps at
Nebraska, Colorado and possibly Okla-
homa and being on the track team will
help that.

Newson, on the other hand, doesn’t
prefer either sport. After four years of
playing two sports a year, he’s grown to
love both.

“I don’t do it (run track) just to play
football,” Newson said. “I enjoy running
track.”

Though Gunn originally started run-
ning track for Central to stay in shape
for the football season, he said he’s glad
he did.

Last year as a freshman, he didn't
run in any varsity meets until mid-sea-
son, at the metro meet, where he ran in
the 100-meter dash.

Then he became one of the few fresh-

man on the team to qualify for state,
something that in the beginning of the
season, he didn’t think would happen.

“I was shocked,” he said. “I didn't
expect to do that well at all.”

Heading into his sophomore season
his goal is to not only get back to state in
the 100-meters, but in his other events as
well, the 200-meter dash and the 4X100
relay.

In 2001, Gunn started at fullback for
Central and stepped in at I-Back to give
senior David Horne a rest.

Now that Horne’s Central career is
over, Gunn looks to be next in line to the
I-Back High throne, which is why he said
this track season is very important.

“Of all the years I have here, this is
probably the best year to work hard in
track,” he said.

Newson doesn’t have another foot-
ball season at Central to strive for. So he’s

going to work hard at track for othef
reasons.

Last season he qualir’icd
for state as a member of
the 400-meter relay
team, but because of a |
hip pointer he suf-
fered early in
the season,
couldn’t run
as well as he
would have
liked.

“1 want
to go back to
state,b”
Newson said. §
“And [ want§
people to know §
wholam.Iwant §
to make an im-
pact.”

Precision Hair Styling
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Book Your Appointment On Line At
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Perfect Pitching

When a Player moves up to the high school level, he needs to develop an
arsenal of different pitches to succeed. Ranging from the traditional four-seam
fastball to the tricky knuckleball, a powerful pitcher needs to be able to select
difterent pitches for different batters. Here’s how to throw some of them:

Cur\_re Ball

Curve halls
actually sink as
‘they approach

the plate and
do not curve
much toward
or away from

the batter.

wo-seam Fastball

The slurve
gained its
ime because
t's a slow,
urving pitch.
It has the

. curve of a

i ;:Iiange-up.

~ Change-up

i The
change-up
has the same

Knuckleball

A perfect
knuckleball
daes not spin
at all and
looks like it's
floating,
making it
very hard for
hatters to
adjust.

 The slider is
- much like the
- four-seam
fasthall, but it
curves away
from right
handed hatters
as it reaches
the plate.

. ENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER
Information courtesy http:/pitchingmechanics.com Graphic by LU
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Senior Justin Tatum pitches against Ralston in last season’s district tourna-
ment. This season he will be called upon to be the team’s ace.

Player working on
technique, attitude

By Chris Aponick

Senior Justin Tatum has been experi-
menting lately.

He knows he has a good line up of
pitches, but if he can develop one more he
said it would make him awesome. He has
been throwing many practice pitches hop-
ing to find the perfect cut fastball. In addi-
tion, he has worked on developing his curve
ball more fully.

He has been working so hard on it that
his speed on his regular fastball is one mph
off of where it was last season, but he doesn’t
mind. He has started to work hard on his
pitching after a difficult summer. He missed
a month and a half of the summer season
due to knee surgery where he had some car-
tilage removed. This really hindered his
progress, head coach Scott Hodges said.

Then several players were dismissed
from the team, catapulting Tatum into a
leadership role.

The summer was disappointing, Tatum
said. The team had many close losses, but
he has improved in his mindset towards the
game.

“The mental aspect of my game has
improved a lot more,” he said. “I got that
down.”

Tatum said one of the most important
things he will need to do this season is to
bring leadership to the team and to make it
comfortable for younger guys coming on
the team.

“He is a leader in every aspect of the
game,” senior lan Waterman said.

There are high expectations about
Tatum assuming a leadership role, Hodges
said. Being a senior he is expected to step
up, especially since he is in his third varsity
season and he has been a varsity letterman.

Tatum’s leadership abilities are ex-
pected to show up at least among the pitch-

ing staff. He is someone who can lead a
pitching staff and be “the ace”, Hodges said.

The other pitchers will be able to draw
off of his varsity experience, Waterman said.

Tatum is confident he will be the team’s
number one pitcher, but he said the staff in
general would be much better. There will
be several upperclassmen on the starting
rotation and in the bullpen.

Hodges said Tatum has worked hard
to control his emotions and it seems to be
paying off. His attitude and demeanor has
been a problem, but the two have talked
about it and Tatum has improved.

He is working hard to get a hold of it,
he said. He has had less conflicts over the
past summer. He shows intensity without
losing his cool, Waterman said.

“His maturity has definitely increased,”
Hodges said.

In turn, Tatum has improved his play
in pressure situations. He does not lose his
focus and is able to pitch straight through.

Tatum has been able to play to the
strength of his game because of how he con-
trols his emotions. He is a very good con-
trol pitcher with a favorable strikeout to
walk ratio. Waterman said he has great
stamina and a good work ethic.

Despite Tatum’s work over the summer,
he said he is not expecting any awards at
the end of the season, but he does expect
the team to play together more.

“There is a will to win,” he said.

He puts the team ahead of everybody
else this year, Waterman said. Everybody
has put the success of the team before the
success of the individual players, Hodges
said.

This is the most talented group I've
had,” Hodges said. “Obviously the more
successful we are, the more individual ac-
colades the players will receive.”

Baseball team develops
unity after bad summer

By Troy Schulte

Halfway through the 2001 American
Legion season, the Central baseball team
was in shambles.

The Eagles had just finished up another
losing season in the spring; their second
straight under second-year head coach Scott
Hodges, and the summer season was start-
ing out just the same.

They were losing games, but most of all,
they weren’t a team. Bickering among team-
mates, slacking off in practice and selfish
players with egos, plagued the Central base-
ball team, senior outfielder Mike Livingston
said.

Then things really started to unravel.

Around the middle of June, sophomore
pitcher Andy Moore was suspended after a
fight with the coach of North’s baseball
team. Livingston said he never returned
from the suspension. Along with Moore,
first baseman Ray Willis, third baseman/
pitcher Mike Westerholm and pitcher Josh
Juranek all left the team for various reasons.

Livingston said most of the problems
stemmed from players being frustrated
about playing time and egos.

“A lot of the arguing had to do with
Hodges getting frustrated and we’d just
vent on each other,” Livingston said.

Eventually Livingston said Hodges left
it up to the players. They had a team vote
on whether or not they wanted players like
that on the team. He said Hodges handled
the difficult situation the best way he could.

“He gave them time to shape up, they
just never did,” he said.

By the time those four players were
gone, the Central baseball team was re-
duced tojust 12 players. Which, because the
four who were no longer on the team were
valuable players, made Livingston nervous.

But he soon realized that having just 12
players on the team who all wanted to work
hard and play, was better than having more
“problem” players.

Central didn’t end the season with a
winning record, but did go on a confidence
boosting six-game winning streak in mid-
season. During that run they had a win over
2001 state tournament qualifier Ralston and
also beat Burke toward the end of the sum-
mer. Livingston said once the 12 players
who really wanted to be there were play-
ing every day, they were a totally different
team.

“Hodges didn’t get on us that much
because he didn’t have to worry about the
problem guys and we didn’t rag on each
other,” he said.

That change in attitude caused a dras-
tic improvement to Central’s summer sea-
son, and that has carried over to this year.

“We were more unified and got along
better,” Livingston said. “The people who
finished the season are the core of the team

ar.
= ;{{e()w that the 2002 season has started
and Hodges is fielding only the pla_yers Fha_\t
want to be playing, Livingston said this is
the best team he has been a part of.

“It's gomg to be pretty tu.u’gh,“ he Sald
“We all want to go because 1t's our senior
year. It’s our last shot.”
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The Game Plan

Central sports have always enjoyed a good reputation in the Omaha area. : . .
er have to worry about drawing the best in the city,

developed a program to encourage middle school athletes to get involved in Cep,, N
d. It’s all part of the game plan to stay on top of the fight to state.

keep coming to Central. Some sports, like football, nev
Michele Roberts, the head coach of the girls basketball team,
sports. The boys basketball team quickly followe

Pick Central and come
to preseason condition-
ing before you start
your freshman year.

Start season and win
spot on junior varsity. |
Go forward two.

After your grades slip,
youare benched bythe
Lose a

=

head coach.
turn.

SOPHOMORE: Make |
your mark in preseason |
camp and workouts.

Leg injury ends your
season. Lose a turn.

After scoring two touch-
downs in the Creighton
Prep game, you win a |
starting spot on varsity.

e T

JUNIOR: Win a big game
and do your first inter-
view with the local paper.

(é’éﬁ

[nnovative programs draw talen

Coaches walk thin line to get athletes without breaking district ryj,

By Chris Aponick

Central’s girl basketball team hit rock bottom
five years ago.

It had just lost another coach and had failed to
make the state tournament for the tenth year in a
row. This run of bad luck had come after two state
titles in the early 80s, but for some reason things had
fallen apart.

Then current coach Michele Roberts was hired
and everything started to change.

She brought in a new game plan and a new
group of coaches. '

She took advice from several of her former
coaches and she was ready to get started.

However, she knew she had to get talented play-
ers if Central was ever going to win.

After thinking about this problem for several
months, she developed the perfect solution to get
the players she needed. She started a select basket-
ball program for junior high players.

Roberts said the idea was to extend the Central
program into the lives of younger players.

On the upswing

The program established by Roberts has been
part of a huge turnaround that she has accomplished,
athletic director Paul Pennington said.

“The girls are on the upswing,” he said.

Roberts said the team’s success has stemmed
from having all of the players under her system, but
in the future Central will be successful because of
the number of talented players generated by her
Junior Eagles program.

The program hosts a summer camp and two se-
lect teams in the fall. Over 60 kids in fifth through
eighth grades participate in the summer camp.

The 12 best players are chosen to be on two
teams in several leagues around the city. She said
both parts of the program help the players improve
their skills.

“They get a lot of exposure to the game out of
that,” she said.

It’s the program’s Central connection that
makes it a powerful recruiting tool.

‘ By making players feel at home with the

school before they have to make a decision of
where to attend, Roberts said she hopes to make that
choice an easy one when they finally have to decide.

The program'’s ability to attract players to the
school while they are still in middle school is a very
important element in building a winning tradition,
she said.

Roberts said she invites the kids in the junior
programs to Central games and sends them a news-
letter to tell about Central’s success.

She has worked hard to include them in the suc-
cess the team has been experiencing.

“There is definitely a sense of belonging [among
the players],” she said. “They become part of the
Central family.”

The success of the team over the past two years
has made being part of the Eagles program more of
an honor.

They have taken two trips to state and beat Lin-
coln Northeast in the first round this year.

Pennington said the improvements over the last
few seasons would make anybody who wants to
play for a good team want to come to Central.

It will help attract a very good group of ath-
letes, even athletes not associated with the Jun-
ior Eagles.

The program has narrowed Roberts’
focus to a smaller group of players.

“It lets us know who we
want,” Roberts said.

She said her efforts have allowed her to plan for
teams almost four years in advance.

She can look at the select teams and name two
or three players that have potential to start on var-
sity when they get to high school. And by keeping
those players under her program until they get into
high school, she can help mold them into exactly
the kind of players she thinks the Eagles need to win.

Sophomore KeOnna Williams said the program
has had a big effect on the team. It helps the current
players work with future players.

“We know how good we are going to be,” she
said.

Not only has Roberts put in time running the
Junior Eagles, but she has attended coaching clinics
and coached summer travel teams, Pennington said.

As the talent of some of the middle school girls
and underclassmen goes up, he said the Eagles could
win a state title.

The results of this program have also inspired
boys basketball coach, Eric Behrens to start a Junior
Eagles program of his own.

Behrens said he is trying to establish the same
tradition the girls have started.

His teams will play in various city leagues and
stay focused on seventh and eighth graders.

With the middle school teams feeding into Cen-
tral, the team’s success could be long lasting, Will-
iams said.

I-back High and beyond

While Roberts had to build a solid recruiting
base out of nothing, head football coach Joe
McMenamin has continued to see talented players
come to Central because of the team’s tradition.

" Central’s nicknarre of “I-Back High is some-
thing of a “self-fulfilling prophecy,” McMenamin
said.

The I-back position attracts many players to Cen-
tral each year.

People enroll at Central for a chance to play the
position and others, like senior David Horne, trans-
fer from other high schools.

Several star Central running backs have gone
on to successful college and pro careers.

Gale Sayers, Joe Orduna, Keith Jones and
Ahman Green all have built up the reputation at Cen-
tral.

McMenamin said the team'’s successful running
attack has strengthened Central’s I-back tradition.
It helps attract athletes.

“Players know the offense highlights the run-
ning back,” he said. “We do good job of running it.”

While that may be a big part of it, the work
McMenamin does for his players makes the urge to
come to Central greater.

Just this year he has five players receiving full-
ride scholarships.

He is good at publiciz-
ing and promoting his
athletes to colleges
and other people

who might Get most of scholarship Lose big game
make good offers. Start taking trips and fail to go to
contacts in December state. Go back
1 N

A major part of keeping that reputation is making sure talented plyy,
while others tend to struggle. Recep,

3LUE CHIP

the future, Pennington said.

Junior Brandon Teamer said he was wel| 5,
of McMenamin'’s recruiting contacts when pe "
considering coming to Central.

“The coaches tend to be pretty good at gel
student-athletes into college,” he said. '

Central’s longevity has also brought ;4
Many families have a connection to the schog|y
keeps students coming from all over the city,

Teamer said his choice to come to Centr|,
influenced by his mother, a Central alumna

After picking Central, athletes still have |y
work to do. Instead of relying on the coaches;
the school’s tradition, McMenamin said an a4
has to make his own breaks.

“What contributes to an athlete’s success
than anything is commitment,” he said.

He said students have the resources avjl;
to them to become a good athlete. In order t; §
stronger and faster, they have to work hard in
off-season.

Teamer said the coaches still have a veryin
tant role to play to help keep Central’s tradition
coach’s attitude affects how they carry on thetn
tion.

“They have to be pumped up,” he said.

If a coach is excited then so will the player,
said. In the end, the coaches have helped keep(;
tral a strong athletic school.

]

by fu
d le
fro

Technicalities and open enroliment

Pennington said in order to have recruitings
cess, Central’s coaches must walk a thin line.

“Technically, they are not supposed to rec
he said.

‘'McMenamin 'said district regulations state#
he can talk to middle school athletes, but heis:
allowed to go out and contact them.

Usually, he meets players at the open house(3
tral hosts for eighth graders or he has parents
tact him.

Pennington said the guideline causes probl
because he knows schools like Prep, Roncalli:
Gross do actively seek out students.

“It’s an issue of private schools can, pi
schools can’t,” Pennington said.

McMenamin said he follows the rules, bu
also receives tips from friends about good pla

Heis allowed to go to middle school level g
to evaluate players, but he usually does not g
talk to them until they come to the open houst

Despite the advantage private schools hat
contacting players, Teamer said Central h
mained competitive.

There are enough good athletes in the ar
several schools to find talented students.

two spaces.

- Can you make it to a major college sports
programs? Lead your team and win
awards on the way to a full-ride scholar-
ship as Central’s next blue chip college
prospect.

The rules: Roll two dice. Go forward one

square for evens and two squares for odds.

(Start game at upper left of page.)

Become pillar on
team and pre-
pare to be a cap-
tain next year. |
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By Chris Aponick
The proposed enrollment cap has boys basket-
ball coach Eric Behrens scared.

He said it could very well reverse the success that
Central athletics have had over the past few years.

Even} though the cap’s restrictions are not yet
known, it may prevent several up-and-coming play-

ers from becoming Eagles because they live in another
school’s attendance area.

If the enrollment cap had been in effect before, two
of Central’s state titles might be sitting in a trophy case
at North High School.

Several of the boys basketball players from the

1974 title team would have attended North if the cur-
rent neighborhood boundaries and capped enroll-
ment were in place, athletic director Paul

Pennington said.

The same kind of situation could still occur
today.

Still, he said a cap would probably
be the best way to correct the current
overcrowding at Central.

“We need some way of limiting
enrollment,” he said.

Pennington said he is trying to

keep involved with the process so it

does not damage the success that the
school has had the last few years.

The coaches want to have input on the pro-
cess, so the cap will not prevent Central from

getting athletes who want to come to the school. The
ideal situation would be for the most talented ath-
letes to be able to come to Central, but still think out
the population of the building as a whole.

“It can’t be done in such a way that it causes us
to lose a number of quality kids,” he said.

There is also a fear some Central players would
be forced to go to their neighborhood school next
year. However, Pennington said that fear is irratio-
nal, as current students would still be allowed to
stay at the school.

The most limiting form of enrollment cap would
be one allowing neighborhood students to decide
first and then filling the remaining spots through a
lottery.

Sophomore Kaitlin Hartnett said if the cap
works in a good way it may not have any effect at
all.

Still, she said the cap presents a problem because
Central might not get athletes that would have at-
tended with open enrollment.

This could hurt Central both academically and
athletically.

Sophomore Brandon Gunn said a cap would
also cause talented junior high players to immedi-
ately cross Central off their lists if they do not live in
the attendance area.

That could have some serious side-effects for fu-
ture teams in all sports, he said.

The thought of being an eighth grader and not

lleges keep tradition going by continuing to seek out talented Central athletes

FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2002

The enrollment cap

Some coaches worry this process might keep out potential stars

being able to choose Central upsets him.

“If Central was a place I was planning to go and I
couldn’t go, I'd be mad,” he said.

Gunn said other high schools would probably like
the situation if Central had a cap, simply because the
drawing power of the school would be cut down.

“Some other schools would get lucky,” he said of
players not choosing to go to Central.

Behrens said his concern is the fact that the cap’s ef-
fects are hard to judge.

His team has kids from all over the city and he does
not know how many would not be here if Central would
have had an enrollment cap.

If kids can go to other schools, but Central is off lim-
its, then it would hurt the teams, Behrens said.

“It handcuffs your program,” he said.

Hartnett said it all depends on who is left out.

It could help lower the number of participants and
the remaining players would get more attention from
the coaches. This could actually help a team improve,
she said.

Pennington said some of the concerns about limit-
ing enrollment stem from a misconception about the type
of people in Central’s attendance area.

“There is worry among some people that the cap will
make Central deteriorate into an inner-city type of
school,” he said.

However, he said the coaches’ input and the detailed
process the committee has taken will help the school con-
tinue its success.

I
; By Chris Aponick Sanderford has attended two games of Howard’s scholarship.
rystal Howard and Cortney Grixby are two of and has already offered her a scholarship. “Hopefully there will be more of a trickle —
iggest recruits in the state. Coaches from Kansas State and Missouri have down effect,” Roberts said. - <l &k
ol cbraska and Colorado have already offered also seen Central games this year. McMenamin said he hopes Grixby : ol = .
v full-ride scholarships, while Howard has re- However, most major colleges across the coun- can handle the attention without -
d letters from many top womens basketball try are sending letters right now, she said. hurting the teams he is on. A_?* : i
s from around the country. “She’s getting so much mail it’s out of control,” He said if Grixby gets S o N\
hev have surprised their coaches and become  Roberts said. overconfident the team’s &, 4 A i\
< Jevs to their teams. All this and they are only Grixby said the attention he has received has continuity could be hurt. & i
Bomores. kept him very busy, as well. “The expectation is

ne of the major effects these two players have
s colleges started to recruit them sooner than
do other potential prospects, girls basketball
Michele Roberts said.
Many colleges fear that if they do not get seri-
ow they may miss out on a player,” she said.
want their school to stick with them.”
rixby said he is surprised to already be receiv-
holarship offers. In fact he does not even know
the colleges started to look at him.
| didn’t know how they saw me,” he said. “I
they look at my talent and see that it has time
W,
rixby is not the only person who was surprised
ebraska’s offer, head football coach Joe
enamin was too.
e said it is becoming a trend for schools to of-
tential big-time prospects a scholarship before
senior year. Still, senior Mark LeFlore’s junior
cholarship offer was one of the youngest play-
ebraska had started to heavily pursue.
olleges recruiting kids at a younger age pre-
anew issue in sports, McMenamin said.
I'm not sure if it’s a good or a bad thing,” he

Koberts said the trend is becoming very appar-
basketball, too.
‘cbraska’s girls basketball coach, Paul

that I keep a level head /&
and stay humble,” [&7
Grixby said. j

The two will still

Colleges have sent letters and have come to
games to see him play. Still, he said he does not re-
ally pay attention to who might be watching him.

“I never worry about it,” Grixby said of having
college recruiters in the stands observing him. have to wait and work

A player’s off-season activities also help attract out their decisions,
attention from scouts, Roberts said. McMenamin said.

. The attention Howard is getting has a lot to do Roberts said Howard is
with sending her to camps in the summer. ., notready to make a commit-

She has attended college-sponsored camps, elite ment yet and she will have
individual camps and played on a select team called a lot of decisions to make

the Daubert All-Star Team this summer. when  graduation pd
She was recognized as the MVP at the Nebraska comes around. o4

Elite Camp and will play at one of the nation’s pre- “1 still have il
mier camps, the Adidas Top 100 Camp with Grixby. two more years ATTA
“The Adidas camp is one of the biggest camps to see what I JARLS

in the country and many Division I coaches attend wanttodo,”
it,” Grixby said. “I'm looking forward to the oppor- Grixby -\
said.

tunity.” aethe
Despite already having scholarship offers on the . :
table and being able to play at an elite camp, *
McMenamin said Grixby and Howard will still have
things to work on.
Roberts said Howard has made “a conscious
effort” to improve her defensive skills.
Hopefully, the early attention Grixby and
Howard are receiving will help out other
players as well, Roberts said.
Kansas State has expressed inter-

'..:li":e‘ S s /
s ?{gﬁ"%’? ® % Qi » £ //‘
iy 4 '%“.."" > / ‘/
* Sy » s

Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

est in freshman Anadrian
Booker while Nebraska
may offer Katrina
Washington a

Cortney Grixby is being studied by several major universities look-
ing for talented athletes. He has already received scholarship of-
fers to play both football and basketball. Each year students are
offered partial to full-ride scholarships to play sports and to get
an education. Some athletes might not go to college without an
athletic scholarship.

You've picked your college and
youw’ve graduated. Good luck
in the NCAA and maybe some-
day you’ll make it to the pros.

THE END

Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER
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To say Central has a long-standing tradition of great a
gone on to great professional careers, once put on Eag
players from the past, Central does not. Sports columnist,

Central’s best

thletes would be an understatement. Many athletes who have
le uniforms. While many schools retire numbers to honor
Troy Schulte made a fictitious list of, if Central would

retire numbers, who they would be.

MOUND

Troy Schulte

You see them everywhere.

Every time you go to a college or
professional game or sporting event
of some kind, you see them. They are
hanging from the rafters in basketball
arenas and painted on the outfield
walls at baseball stadiums. They are
the symbols of athletic success of col-
legiate and professional teams. They
are the retired numbers.

It seems that nowadays the re-
tired number has gotten a little out
of hand. Some players have their
numbers retired by more than
one team. Heck, Michael
Jordan’s number 23 was re-
tired by the Chicago Bulls in
1998 and earlier this season
he played in the very arena
in which it hangs.

It seems to be the “in
thing” to do, everyone else does
it. But why doesn’t Central? Cen-

"

athletic histories of any high school
in the state, why not retire the num-

the past, there has certainly been
enough of them.

legacy alive. Nobody likes it when
a legend walks away from the
game. Throwing a number up on
the rafters or slapping it on the out-
field wall gives people a reason to re-
member them. People need a reason
to remember some of the old-time
Eagles.

So I took it upon myself to name
only the greatest athletes to come
through Central and listed their num-
bers, which from this day forward
will never be worn again at Central
(I doubt it, butit’s fun to pretend any-
way).

I did have to make a few rules
though. Central is commonly known
for its running backs, and there are
about five or six former running
backs that would be put on the list if
they went to any other high school
in the state. But they didn’t go to any
other high school; they went to “I-
Back High.” So in order for a former
[-Back to have his number retired, he
has to have either been inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame, or have
been recently selected to the Pro
Bowl.

#48- We'll start with the obvious,
Gale Sayers. Nobody needs me to go
through the reasons why he’s on this
list. The first Central grad to be a col-
legiate All-American, play in the NFL
and the youngest ever to be voted in
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He
goes on the list without saying.

#53- Larry Station. Arguably the
best non-I-Back football player to
come out of Central. After snubbing
his home state and playing college
football at lowa where he still holds
the career tackles record, he had a
lengthy NFL career with the Pitts-

ot

tral has one of the most storied W\
\ Il? %

bers of the legendary Eagles from *7y

The main reason for retiring a '/}
number is to keep the player’s .

Gale
Sayers

1958-1961

48

Hands down the most
famous of former Central
athletes, he was the young-
est player to ever be voted
into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame.

Larry
5 3 Station

Central, Station (right) was |
named All-American and is

1978-1981

After his career at

still the all-time leading SIS
tackler at Jowa. [f=—E

1988-1990

The only Central
alum to currently be

ball, Bartee’s (left)
pro career has

spanned nearly a
decade.

Kimera
Bartee

playing professional

Joey 4 3 Jessica
Salerno ) Haynes
1984-1987 1982-1985

Made his mark at
Central by winning four
straight state champion-
ships.

She was a key compo-
nent in Central’s only state
championships in girls bas-
ketball. Was named high
school All-American as a Se-
nior in 1985.

onships since.

Herb

Reese
1944-1947

During the golden era of
Central wrestling Reese’s four
state championships came in
three different weight classes.
Nobody has won four champi-

second all-time at
braska.

2 3 murtice

1981-1984

Quite possibly the best
girls basketball player to
come out of the state, Ivy
(right) has Central’s all-
time leading scorer and

Ne-

Ahman }
Green

1994-1995

Now plays for the
NFL’s Green Bay
Packers where he has
led the team in rushing
the last two seasons.

3

John C.
Johnson
1972-1975

During his junior and se-
nior seasons he led the Eagles
to two straight state champion-
ships. No other Central team
has been able to do that.

burgh Steelers.

#34- Another Central I-Back,
Ahman Green is the only former Eagle
to play in the Pro Bowl (only because
the Pro Bowl didn’t start until 1971 a
year after Sayers retired), so that’s
why he’s in. And by the way he’s
played in Green Bay the last two sea-
sons, it won'’t be his last.

-Tennis players don’t exactly have
numbers, but Joey Salerno needs to be
on the list somewhere. He became just
the second player ever to win a Class
A boys tennis title all four years of his
high school career. His success
shouldn’t have been surprising to
anyone; he actually lived at Central’s
home court, Dewey Park, while his
father was the caretaker.

#32- John C. Johnson. Few people
remember him, but he was the main

scoring threat on the two state cham-
pionship teams in 1974-75. After play-
ing at Central he went on to star at
Colorado.

#23- Not only one of the best girls
basketball players to come out of Cen-
tral, Maurtice Ivy was one of the best
to come out of the entire state. Her
1,926 career points are a Central record
and the seventh best in the state’s his-
tory.

#43- Sitting right behind Ivy on
Central’s career scoring chart with
1,255 is Jessica Haynes. The duo
helped the girls basketball team win
the schools only state championships
in 1983-87.

- Like Salerno, Herb Reese never
wore a number. But he deserves to be
honored anyway.

The name Herb Reese doesn’t ring

a bell with modern day Central sports
enthusiasts, but it should. Between
1944-47 Reese won four state titles in
wrestling in three different weight
classes.

#8-Kimera Bartee. In the early 90s
he was selected to two All-State teams,
went on to play for Creighton in the
College World Series and now plays
for the Anaheim Angels. The only Cen-
tral alum to have played in the Majors.

There they are, the greatest ath-
letes to come through Central. If I had
it my way, their numbers would never
be worn again. I almost guarantee,
however, that a football player will suit
up with a number 46 jersey next sea-
son and a girls basketball player will
wear number 23, but hey, it was kind
of fun remembering these players
wasn’t it?

Sophomgoydg:
rubs elboy|
Wlth Tlger

k

By Chris Aponick ‘

After playing on the Tiger W,
tional Junior Golf team, sophomy,
Hogan is ready to make
a run at the state title.

Hogan was one of 17
people chosen for the
team.

The ages of the play-
ers ranged from seven to
17 years-old. Through
the team, he was able to
play in the World Junior
Nationals.

He said his play in other tournamg,
caught the attention of the team scoy a.
his game has only improved since the,

But, he said, all of his success on !
tional level would seem like a fluke if heg,
not contend for the state title in hisy,
state. ) |
He said he is working to clear up o
difficulties in his game to help him whey;
tricts come around this spring. He hop;
will be able to overcome last year’s g,
performance.

Central golf coach Jim Galus said Hy
did not play well in districts last year, by
still was chosen as All-Division in the )
Conference.

If he does win a state title befop
graduates, it will be the next step up¢,
very good early career. Hogan's currentg,
cess as a player has been built on his lifely
connection to the game.

His father, Steve Hogan Sr., was thef;
African American to become a PGA p
Nebraska when he took the head prop
tion at Millard Park Golf Course.

His dad’s job has made Hogan a i
since he was about three years old. Hyj#plen
said he first found success playing golf
he won a long-drive contest in the 10-121
old bracket.

He was only five at the time.

“I've played for as long as I can ren
ber,” he said. _

The elder Hogan said it would beni
see his son win state, but it is hard tosat
he will definitely win one.

“If his putts drop around state time®
he could,” he said.

He has been working on his mentalg
this winter, as well as starting on a we;
training program. He has also tried o gl
prove his short game. i

“He’s basically focused on the game:
winter,” the elder Hogan said. ;

Hogan said his inexperience plaving
sity golf hindered his chances of gettir
state. This year he will try to slow dowig.
not rush his shots.

Despite not qualifying for state la
son, Galus said he noticed Hogan hada
rounded game. From his actual plavt
etiquette and respect for the game, even’
is pretty solid. t

He said Hogan is not the only plaijg8
has helped coach. 3

As a matter of fact he has introduced
600 inner-city kids to the game throug'
Hogan Heroes Junior Golf program.

The program’s effect is making
pact on high school golf in Omaha.

The top three players on Central
team alone participated in the program
time, Galus said.

It has given players access to the
even if they can’t get private lessons, %
Hogan said the program is effective be
it gets the players competing nationa!
well as playing on a frequent basis th
out the year. .

Hogan'’s success at the game has "4
get other Central athletes interested 1
game, as well, the elder said.

Some of the football players have®
out to play a few rounds because '*
friendship with Hogan.
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enior Matt Neumayer (left) and junior James Boatright (right) will be vying for playing time as Central’s goalkeeper this year. Both players are
lented and will probably be getting a lot of play time. Both are fighting for the privilege of starting as goalkeeper for the team this season.

Roadblock

WO gers fight for right to start

By Chris Aponick
[oday senior Matt Neumayer is the
rting soccer goalie, but he might not
 LOMOTTOW.

He said he knows the way he plays
ch game will determine whether jun-
" James Boatright takes his place or

t.

Boatright said he is confident he
1 get the chance to play this season
he continues to work hard in prac-
e5,

At the start of the season,
:umayer had an edge because
patright had a hip injury, head coach
m Herbert said. Otherwise, they
ould have alternated the starting po-
ion over the first few games of the
ason.

He said the coaches are not decid-

onone goalie to play the whole sea-
n. Instead they are making sure both
bt playing time.

“We will decide game by game and
actice by practice,” Herbert said.

Inhis ten previous years, he has al-
avs had a set starter at the keeper po-

ion when the season got started. He
n'tjudge from experience, but he said
‘believes having two talented keep-

entral’s soccer defense hinges
e

Travis §4

By Chris Aponick

Senior Wade Shelton is the last line
defense between his goalie and oppos-
§ offenses.

“Ifany player gets beat, he’s the last

” Sf;ft" head soccer coach Tim Herbert
fliCl,

Shelton said he has to prevent every-
dy from getting past him or it could be
long year for Central’s goalkeepers.

The performance of the team’s
‘teper has always been the key to the
((Cess of his team. This year Shelton is
“Sweeper and his position is as impor-
litas it has ever been, Herbert said.

Central runs a 4-4-2 defense, which
' 'Ypical of most high school soccer
ams, he said.

Shelton said the formation is an easy
“lense to understand. It is a very basic,
effective set up.

Herbert said the formation favors de-
"SIve-minded teams. It helps the goalie
' provides a good safety valve.

“There is a comfort of having the
“eeper back there,” he said.

I the team is more offensive minded
‘¥Tuna4-3-3 Herbert said he has never
Yiiched to a 4-3-3 because it makes a

ers can only be a good thing for the
team.

“Some teams don’t get one good
keeper, but we have two,” he said.

Boatright said Neumayer has
earned his playing time through his
time playing varsity as well as the fact
that he is a senior.

Neumayer’s playing time was also
increased at the start of the year because
of Boatright” hip injury. :

The extent of Boatright’s hip injury
was one of the main concerns going into
the first games, Herbert said. The
coaches rested Boatright so the hip
would get better, with hopes that he
would be available for play later on in
the season, he said.

Herbert said he hopes the injury is
not a hip pointer because it could come
back and be re-aggravated.

“Those little nagging injuries can be
the worst,” he said.

If the hip does not get better,
Boatright said he could be out for a
month. He did not practice for a few
weeks to minimize his time out of ac-
tion.

Each player has strengths that
make him worthy of starting games,

team too susceptible to quick transitions.

The formation could be adapted to
different game situations. The middle for-
mation can be a line or a diamond. The
diamond formation is used to protect

leads, he said.

Shelton said the formation and game
plan varies at each school. Some teams
will run down the middle and other come

down the sidelines.

Not only is Shelton the last defensive
player before the goalie, but he runs the

team’s defense.

He said he makes sure everybody is
marking a player, and then he will go
cover anybody who is free. He makes

sure no one is left running around.

“My job is to make sure everything

looks alright,” he said.

Herbert said the sweeper is usually

his most experienced communicator.

The center midfielders are also very

Herbert said.

Herbert said Neumayer is the more
experienced goalie. '

His height and arm length allows
him to cover a large section of the goal.
He goes up and gets balls in the air.
These are qualities imperative to keep-
ing scoring to a minimum.

Neumayer said his ability to see the
field and understand the rhythm of the
helps him when he is in the goal.

“I always have some idea of where
the ball is going,” he said.

The more athletic of the two is
Boatright. He has better footwork be-
cause he used to play on the field. He is
quick and he is able to anticipate where
the ball is going, Herbert said.

Boatright said he has a better touch
when the ball is played back to him be-
cause he has played in the field. He also
takes more chances in the goal.

“I jump after everything,” he said.
“It kind of caused my injury.”

The competition between the two
for starting time has helped push both
players, Herbert said.

He said he is looking to see which
one will hit a hot streak and end up
leading the team. Until then, he is con-
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important to the team’s set up. They have
to be good athletes because they play
defense, but they are also expected to take
a few shots every game.

“They do more running on field than
anybody else,” he said. “They play the
whole 110 yards.”

The soccer team

tent to play the two interchangeably.

“Other teams would like to have the
same problem,” he said.

The two have developed a sense of
camaraderie and they help each other
out at practice, Boatright said.

Neumayer said he is good friends
with Boatright and that there is no ten-
sion between them.

Still, Boatright said the competition
makes him play harder at practice. He
always pushes himself to do better than
before, and he attributes that to the com-
petition between himself and
Neumayer for starting position.

Work habits will decide which
goalie gets to play each week,
Neumayer said.

Both goalies try to compete with
each other, it all depends who is will-
ing to go the extra mile and really start
leading the team.

“Personally when he is not around
I sometimes don’t find myself pushing
to do my best,” Neumayer said.

Boatright said he tries to live up to
expectations of the coaches while play-
ing to Neumayer's level.

Both goalies are confident the
team’s defense will lighten their loads.

1T —%—
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Kuhn sees
no threats in
triple jump

By Doug Meigs

Kris Kuhn’s ankle is the only thing
that will prevent him from repeating as
state champion.

The ankle has been injured for over
a year. Because of it he only practiced the
triple jump four times last season.

Despite problems with the ankle and
his unpreparedness, Kuhn still won at
state against a group of seniors.

Now he said he has an easy road to
a repeat title. Kuhn defeated the closest
returning jumper by more than two feet.

Despite his seemingly assured
chances, Kuhn said he would enjoy more
competition to push him to improve his
jumps. Kuhn feels his chances for win-
ning the long jump are also quite strong.

“Some people are born fast or born
jumpers,” he said. “But the long jump is
just a sprint and a jump, not anything
complicated.” '

Last year Kuhn said he believed he
would have placed second in the long
jump, however he re-injured his ankle
after his firstjump. He had been continu-
ally icing the ankle and even visited a
sports therapist to get the ankle in shape.

The ankle isn’t a problem in any of
the other sports Kuhn plays, just track.
He said the problem comes the impact
with the ground.

“Ever since that injury I just have
had to find time to heal after going from
sport to sport,” he said.

Kuhn said the competition in the
triple jump may be weak, but the long
jump makes up for it.

Based on what he saw of last year’s
state results, Kuhn is confident he can
win both events at state this year. How-
ever, with the rest of Nebraska’s jump-
ers practicing everyday, he might yet re-
ceive a run for his money.

4 EAGLEREWIND

A look back at the past
month in Central sports

Central has entered a season of
change.

Both basketball teams fell short of
the state title in Lincoln. Still, both teams
had several players recognized with end
of the year awards.

Now, the spring season has arrived
and Central is looking forward to new

possibilities.
All information as of March 20

Boys Basketball
2/25 Varsity WIN Millard West 61-57
2/25 Varsity WIN Prep 60-49
3/7 Varsity LOSS Lincoln High BO-74
Girls Basketball
2/28 Varsity WIN Lincoin NE 54-46
3/1 Varsity LOSS Lincoln SE 45-31
Girls Soccer
3/14 Varsity LOSS Mercy 3-1
3116 IV LOSS Westside 5-0
320 W LOSS  Millard West 6-0
Boys Soccer
3/16 Varsity LOSS  Papillion 4-0
3/16 Varsity WIN Lincoin NE 3-1
3/16 IV LOSS Westside 7-0
3/20 IV LOSS  Millard West 4.0
Boy's Baseball
3/19 Varsity WIN Valley 14.7
3/20 WV LOSS Millard South  11-1
OWH All-State Girl's Basketball
Crystal Howard 2nd Team
OWH All-Class A Girl's Basketball
Crystal Howard 1st Team
OWH All-Class A Boy's Basketball
Schyler Th H ble Menti
Kris Kuhn Honorable Mention

L IS All-State Girl's Basketball
Crystal Howard 1st Team
L JS All-State Boy's Basketball
Schyler Th n ble Menti
Kris Kuhn Honorable Mention
Compiled By John Owens-Ream

on play of sweeper

Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER
's 4-4-2 defense, which favors defensive teams, is run by the sweeper, coach Tim Herbert said.
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Pre-game
prayers

unite team

By Steve Packard

During the football sea-
son it’s tradition for Central’s
offensive line to take time
before and after each game for
a quick prayer.

“We just thank Him
(God) for the ability to play a
game that we love,” the presi-
dent of the Central chapter of
the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes
(FCA) and
lineman
Jamar

Dorsey
said.
They don't
pray to win, they
ray not to get
injured, FCA vice pres-

ident and lineman Nick

Lemek said.

Part of both Dorsey and
Lemek’s inspiration comes
from the FCA; a non-denomi-
national organization dedicat-
ed to the mission of Christ.

“The FCA is a movement
to present to athletes and
coaches, and all they influ-
ence, the challenge and the
adventure of receiving Jesus
Christ, as Savior and Lord,
serving Him in their relation-
ship and in the fellowship of
the church,” Lemek said.

Though football season
has been over for several
months, the FCA still holds
meetings every Wednesday
morning before school.

“Usually, I try to break it
down into a real-world situa-
tion,” Lemek said. “We
encourage free discussion. We
want to hear what others have
to say, and they want to hear
what we have to say.”

Dorsey said he believes
the FCA is an all-inclusive
organization, but also thinks
it is a good place to just fit in.

“It (the FCA) is for every-
one,” he said. “You don’t
have to be an athlete to pray.”

The FCA also acknowl-
edges athletes and the hard
work they do, Lemek said.

“ Athletes have a different
case because they’re in the
limelight,” Lemek said. “The
FCA recognizes that, yes,
sportsmanship is present on
the game field, but out there
in the game, you know you're
playing for Christ. The path
of Christ is hard, it’s not easy.”

Dorsey said he thinks
religion has always been evi-
dent on the field.

A decade ago, players
used to make the sign of the
cross over their chest after a
big play.

But today, that connec-
tion has become much more
evident, partially because of
the FCA, Dorsey said.

“Like when a player
scores a touchdown or catches
a big pass and reaches up to
the sky, I think they’re thank-
ing the man upstairs,” he said.

Dorsey said he would
like to see more athletes of all
religions take part.

He said he believes the
team prayers help his team do
what they love best.
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The Omaha Beef, a National Indoor Football League team, experienced one of its most successful seasons last year, while
the team was a member of the Indoor Professional Football League and included six former Central players. This year, four
former players quit the team, but the Beef still plans to make its way to the national championship game.

Pro football team rests championship hopes on alumni

By Troy Schulte

With the help of a handful of former
Eagles, the Omaha Beef’s 2001 season was
one of the best ever by an Indoor
Professional Football League (IPFL)team.

On their way to a 15-2 record last season
the Beef set IPFL records for points in a sea-
son (896) and points in a game (79), along
with reaching Turf War 4, the championship
game of the IPFL. The team went on to lose
to the only team that beat them in 2001, the
Tennessee Thundercats.

Six players who once strapped on the
pads for Central had significant parts in the
Beef’s run to the championship game, head
coach Sandy Buda said.

Former Central wide receiver Abraham
Haskins Jr., lineman Randy Rouse, line-
backer Demetrius Richards, running back
Calvin Jones and defensive backs Damion
Morrow, Eric Anderson and Lamar O’neal all
played significant roles in the Beef’s last sea-
son, Buda said.

But in 2002 the Beef are looking at some
changes. They won't be looking to return to
Turf War 4, but to the NIFL championship
game instead. Only two of those six former
Eagles (O’'neal and Richards) from the 2001
team are returning.

The most significant of those losses was

The sports
staff calls
‘em like they
see ‘em

Chris Aponick

Sports Staff Editor Golf

Steve Hogan (10)

Jones.

Last year Jones was the team’s second
leading rusher with 440 yards and 11 touch-
downs and averaged 30.5 yards per kick
return, which led the team.

In fact, Jones almost retired prior to 2001,
but decided to return for one last season to
become one of the premiere kick returnes in
the league, Buda said.

“Without him,” Buda said. “We definite-
ly wouldn’t have as much firepower.”

Despite the loss of four -former Eagles,
O'neal and Richards have decided to return
to the Beef.

Last season, while starting at linebacker,
Richards was the second leading tackler on
the team with 80 total tackles, two sacks and
two interceptions, even though he missed
playing time in the middle of the season due
to injury.

O'neal contributed as well, as one of the
teams most reliable reserves while making 18
tackles.

Towards the end of the 2001 regular sea-
son O'neal, who graduated from Central in
1989, suffered a bulging disc in his back
which caused him to miss the last three reg-
ular season games, including the playoffs.
However, he did decide to return for another
season.

Masters
Champion

Scott Verplank

He said he thinks this year’s Beef has the
potential to not only have another 15-2 sea-
son, but possibly do even better.

“We want more than that (a 15-2 record).
Going 17-0 is everyone’s goal,” O'neal said.

Without Morrow, Rouse, Haskins and
Jones, O'neal said the Beef are a different
team, but still have the capability to be one of
the premier teams in the league.

This season because of the folding of the
IPFL and joining the NIFL, it will be a bit
more difficult for Omaha to repeat its suc-
cessful season.

Despite increasing the number of oppo-
nents from four to 18, O’neal said the merg-
ing of the two leagues benefits everyone.

“I think the fact that we're in the new
league with a lot more teams is good for
everybody, especially the franchises,” he
said.

Along with the excitement of playing in
a brand new league, the 2002 season will be
special for O’neal for other reasons.

He said he’ll try and help the Beef take
care of some unfinished business from last
season. Then, most likely, he will walk away
from the game.

“I think this is it for me,” he said. “It’s
just too tough playing football and maintain-
ing an eight hour job every day.”

Number 1
Draft Pick

Joey Harrington
Oregon

Sophomope
make up

backbone f

girls track

By Troy Schulte

In order to Improve |
sixth place finish 5 tht.:p;
state track meet, heyg ”
Trent Lodge and the m:
Central’s girls track ang
team will have to re), h.dl
on the contributions of 1
sophomores.

Stephanie Wiy,
Auriel Blake, Shaun“y

o
10

Vaughn and Kayana Mc(,
each had successful g,
as freshman and [ g,
hoping they will formy
A backbone of the o
team. h

“They are defip
the base of our team,” |
said.

Lodge said in hj j
year as coach he had ng g
what kind of impact {
group would have,

“1 didn't really exped
from them,” he said. |
definitely a nice surprise’

It was a surprise
Williams as well. Last sgx
Williams wanted to comp
in the 100-meter dash andt
long-jump. She had no i
her best event would bej
400-meter relay.

Williams and the res
the group qualified for
state meet in a total of si 4
ferent events. Vaughn in{
100-meter dash; Blake in
200-meter dash; McCant
the 100-meter high hud
and the 300-meter low b
dles; Williams, Blake :
Vaughn in the 400-m
relay and Blake and Mc(
in the 1600-meter relay
girls team qualified for ¢
events.

Though the team ha
outstanding district megl
performance at state wa
than extraordinary.

They finished in s
place in the team standn

dge

L0d

was the only event tha 1
Central girls placed in.
Lodge attributed p
state scores to inexperient
“It’s the biggest meet!
run in,” he said.

Blake, Vaughn
McCants ran for club f
teams over the sume
while Williams plaved i
club basketball team.

Running club track
participating in any
sport, as part of off-®
conditioning is someth
Lodge encourages all o'
athletes to do. The comt”
tion of the experience &
state meet and sulf
workouts should provid!
group with a breakout¥
son, and give the team e
chances at state.

“They know the 1\‘1':-”»_
now so that will onl ¥
them in the future,” v s
“1 want the team to fins
the top five.” .

Williams thinks Lo
goal for the team is pealist

“I think this year we’
closer team,” she gaid.
will go out and try W )
our races because we V'
that will help in the
standings.”

S

Best Spring Sport

Baseball

Quentin Lueninghoener
Executive Editor

Tyler Klusaw (11)
Soccer

David Duval

David Carr
Fresno State

Boys Track
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Kris Kuhn (12)
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Current Central students are no
strangers to the idea of busing.

When most were in elementary

school, they were bused to achieve
racial balance. White students
were reassigned to schools in pre-
dominantly black neighborhoods
and vice versa. Three years ago,
when Omaha Public Schools
eliminated forced busing and
returned to neighborhood schools,
it wanted integration to continue.
Voters passed a $253 million
bond issue to improve inner-city
schools and the district expanded
its magnet program. But despite
best intentions, a Register investi-
gt gation found that racial disparities

. -
oz

- =% exist among the district’s 59 ele-
e

Student mentary schools because most
Assignment

o children choose not to take
— -

advantage of the district’s
Student Assignment Plan.

All photos by JOE MEYER/THE REGISTER

VOLUNTEERS WANTED PURPOSE OF THE PLAN PRIMARY DlVlPES WHERE IT ALL BEGAN
Students who volunteer to integrate When the district eliminated forced A map showing the district’s ele- ‘ Howard Kcnnedy - illcgally_
themselves are few and far between, busing, it tried to give students reasons mentary schools, the percentage of scgrcgare.d in the 1970s. Today, its
causing schools to resemble ethnic - | to integrate on their own. Magnets and minorities inlcuch SC]IO‘(‘)I ;mdlhnw dcfnogr?ph_!cs are roughl.y. the same, but
makeup of neighborhoods. academies were the main focus. th(‘l end of busing affected it. its principal has a positive outlook.
PAGE 36-37 PAGE 38 PAGE 39 PAGE 40
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The numbers
behind

‘Primary Divisions’

When putting together
“Primary Divisions,” the
Register ;mal_vzed data dealing
with almost every aspect of
elementary education.

Numbers were collected
from the 2000-01 school year,
and in some cases, even far-
ther back than that.

To give readers a full
understanding of the divides
brought on by the elimination
of forced busing, the numbers
have been reprinted, unal-
tered, from district reports.

The results of the findings
can be found throughout the
section. Some of them are
incorporated into the stories
while others stand alone.

The meaning of some of
the numbers, like percent
minority and poverty rate, is
ob\'ious:. Other numbers are
not so self-explanatory.

To help understand the
meaning of every list, descrip-
tions of the data are included
under each heading.

On page 39, the key find-
ings of the investigation have
been reprinted. The percent of
minority students in each the
schools in 1999, the last year
busing was in place, and the
percent last year are both
included, so as to show exactly
how drastic the changes have
been since busing ended.

Those results were further
analyzed to find out exactly
what the change was between
then and now.

Throughout the investiga-
tion, the Register interviewed
dozens of key players
involved with the issue.

The result is a comprehen-
sive look at how the end of
forced busing altered the face
of Omaha Public School’s ele-
mentaries.

Interaction
The student-teacher ratio at each
school. 2000-01 para
Jackson 13
Miller Park 13.3
Druid Hill 14
Kennedy 14.25
Wakonda 14.63
Kellom 14.73
Belvedere 14.9
Conestoga 14.95
Sherman 15.46
Bancroft 15.62
Saratoga 15.71
Franklin 15.78
Indian Hills 15.92
Highland 15.93
Castelar 15.95
Walnut Hill 15.96
King Primary 16.04
Lothrop 16.18
Spring Lake 16.31
Marrs 16.35
Rosehill 16.8
Central Park 16.9
Skinner 18.61
Mount View 19.27

| Catlin 19.5
Field Club 20.42
Columbian 20.8
Washington 21.15
Harrison 21.5
Florence 21.56
Joslyn 21.61
Western Hills 21.62
Hartman 21.62
Picotte 21.85
Sunny Slope 21.9
Ponca 21.99
Beals 22.14
Chandler View 22.17
Minne Lusa 22.21
Boyd 22.38
Gilder 22.56
Jefferson 22.59
Springyville 22.64
Masters 22.87
King Science 22.88
Benson West - 22.89
Oak Valley 23
Prairie Wind 23.1
Belle Ryan 23.15
Fontenelle 23.45
Pawnee 23.83
Edison 24.14
Fullerton 24.22
Ashland Park - 24.27
Dodge 24.36
Crestridge 24.58
Dundee 24.68
Adams 32.09
Pinewood 38.89

Photo by JOE MEYER/THE REGISTH

Walter Bircher, a fourth grader at Conestoga Magnet School, works on a math assignment dealing with fractions during glass. Though he lives in i
attendance area for Field Club Elementary, he chose to attend Conestoga because of its magnet curriculum, which emphasizes math.

By Joe Meyer

Eleven-year-old Walter
Bircher is the pride and joy of
Conestoga Elementary’s math
and economic magnet program.

Every Wednesday, students
in his fourth grade class take
timed tests over addition, sub-
traction, multiplication and divi-
sion. He passes them all with fly-
ing colors.

He’s a member of the Math
Honor Roll, he’s taking accelerat-
ed math courses during recess
and even his teacher admits that
he knows the subject better than
she does.

But Walter would not be

Mytrell Wilson and JalLisa

attending Conestoga if Omaha
Public Schools (OPS) hadn’t
eliminated forced desegregation
busing three years ago.

The three-year-old Student
Assignment Plan allows stu-
dents like Walter to choose
where they want to go to school.
Instead of white students being
bused to attend predominately
black schools and vice versa, stu-
dents have options.

But students like Walter are
few and far between.

Only about 20 percent of ele-
mentary students decide to
attend a school other than their
home school.

e il SVELS

" Photo by JOE MEYER/THE REGISTER
Turner, both fourth graders at

COnestoga- Magnet School, raise their hands to answer a
question given during CAT test preparations.

And Walter is especially
unique in the fact that he is a
white student who has chosen to
attend a school that is more than
90 percent minority.

Generally speaking, the
return to neighborhood schools
has done exactly what it was
supposed to — make the schools
part of the community. As a
result, schools in neighborhoods
with large concentrations of
minorities have larger concentra-
tions of minority students than
schools in predominantly white
neighborhoods.

The situation reminds some
community members of the
1970s, when OPS was sued for
intentionally segregating its stu-
dents by race and sending black
students to predominantly black
schools.

"The abandonment of the
desegregation plan is a step in
the wrong direction,” Bob
Broom, a lawyer who was
involved in the original lawsuit
that forced OPS to desegregate,
said. "The clock is being turned
back."

This is the story of an entire
school district, 59 elementary
schools, almost 26,000 students
and life after more than 20 years
of forced busing.

Neighborhood schools

When the district was con-
sidering whether or not to keep
forced busing, it asked for
parental input. It solicited com-
ments by holding public meet-
ings and schools also sent home
comment forms with students
for parents to fill out and return.

The district ended up with
about 1500 e-mails, letters and
faxes. The overall consensus: end
mandatory busing.

Busing wasted valuable time
and money, parents wrote. It cost
millions of dollars that took
away from funds that could be
used to teach students and
improve buildings.

Busing also put students,
sometimes as young as seven
years old, on buses for 45 min-
utes or longer every day.

So when the Student

Assignment Plan started in 1999,
support was great.

And now, three years later,
the response is mostly the same.
The new plan allows most stu-
dents to walk to school.

And because students don't
have to worry about missing
their bus, Howard Kennedy
Elementary has been able to start
an after-school tutoring program
for its students.

Friday night is Girl Scout
night at Conestoga and Sherman
Academy students are looking
forward to the start of the intra-
mural AAA basketball league
where they will compete against
teams from other elementaries.

None of this would have
been possible three years ago
when students were hurried
home on school buses immedi-
ately after school.

Teachers and administrators
agree that returning to neighbor-
hood schools has increased the
sense of ownership students
have about their schools.

Instead of attending two or
three schools during their ele-
mentary career, students now
have the opportunity to stay at
the same place from kinder-
garten to sixth grade.

"They feel like this is their
school building," first grade
Conestoga  teacher Cynthia
Ballard said. "They own it."

But Kennedy principal
Julieta Clarke said she hasn’t
noticed any change in one area:
parental involvement.

"I think the district expected
that when busing ended, there
was going to be more parental
participation," she said. "But, in
this building, that hasn’t been
the case at all."

Clarke said only three per-
cent of the parents attended the
spring parent-teacher confer-
ences this year.

Clarke said neighborhood
schools can't get parents
involved who don’t want to be
involved. And that is what really
matters.

But she likes that she has the
opportunity to change that.

"I 'like the fact that we are a

neighborhood

Volunteers wante«

OPS’ Student Assignment Plan tried to allow students to integraf§
themselves, but differences in race and achievement still exist

school,

because I think I can makeat
ference, not only with the ki

but with the families and!
neighborhood," she said.

The Plan’s effects

Howard Kennedy Acade
and Sherman Academy are
than three miles apart De

Both schools are located

northeast Omaha

and by

poverty rates that rank am
the highest in the city and &
both have students coming?
going all the time.

But other data would
gest that the schools haven

ing in common.

More than 95 percen
Kennedy’s students are mi
ties, while Sherman’s min

population accounts for less!

\E

a quarter of its students.

And only a little more?
40 percent of Kennedy's ¥
grade students passed the &
trict reading requirements 2
year, compared to Sherman®

percent.

Clarke said there are ™

reasons why Kennedy has
fered so much since the St

i

BT

e
2

n

Assignment Plan was smrtt‘d“ ¥
The most important ¢

said, is that the racial ‘md.t‘

nomic divides in the city. >

Kennedy is located in a

P (0

neighborhood, Clarke said

ers and administrators fac
problems than other school
"We have a lot of sti

o M
s

dfr

with a lot of needs, and ]
all concentrated in one b“i]dm;
Clarke said. "And we hd“‘;
same resources as all thcﬂ o
schools to deal with them-
She said these SPt‘Ci*‘l 1

include students who ne¢
on-one instruction and st
who come from single

d o
)

e

]}\Hﬁ

households, but teachers

principals cannot let this

how they teach.

aff

"When we want to gi*® E‘
what they want to be hapF”
o y1\ U

doesn’t necessarily mean &',

them what they need,’ sh
"If we keep remem

e ca

Nr‘_?

. . SIS
that it simply cannot be [_‘“"lm
as usual,’ if we keep telling’
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"The aban-
onment of

e desegre-
ation plan is
step in the
rong direc-
on. The

lock is being
rned back."

- Bob Broom,
prosecuting attorney
in original lawsuit

anvthing but succeed, then
‘will be helping them."

[he goal is the same at
crman Academy.

Principal Kathleen Peterson
uld probably come up with
: <hare of excuses if she want-

'hree out of every four stu-
nts at her school qualify for
¢ or reduced lunch, her school
ves students from homeless
Jters like the Lydia House and
*Open Door Mission, it’s over
acity by 37 kids and the
rarv is in an old classroom.

But she doesn’t make excus-
she works with what she has.
I'hat is what statistics say
at these students would fail),
tvou can’t except it," Peterson
d. "You have to take kids and
. much individual
wiess as possible. Don't let
t hold you back. Just go with

das

cterson wasn’t part of the
svstem.

she started the year the
ent Assignment Plan first
k cffect.

But Clarke remembers when
-~ roamed North Omaha,
neing in students from the
lee, Harrison, Washington
ither school zones.

e remembers the faces of
nts and parents who were
part of Kennedy for one

\nd they still remember her.
the grocery store and in the
they tell her how great the
rence was.

Separate but equal
Ops’ attorney David
vrson is no stranger to the
ng issue.
e worked under Jerry
izhlin when OPS was forced
integrate and he is still with
district.
Pederson knows the legality
lesegregation better than any-
Ise in Omaha. He knows
t the numbers and he still
the name of the
s who were involved in the
vinal case.
\nd he knows what the dis-
t needs to do to avoid being
‘d again.
e said that racial dispari-
. like those at Kennedy and
rman, do not matter as long
the district can prove that its
ools are equitable, that every
ool has the same amount of
wrienced teachers, funding
I resources.
I'he schools can be separate,
tthey have to be equal.
\nd that's where the dis-
t's $253 million bond issue
nes in,
It's the biggest bond issue
't has ever been passed in the
e and it is designed to create
" equity that Pederson said is
vssary,
Almost half of the money
I be spent to improve elemen-
© schools,
Kennedy will receive more
m %6 million and Sherman
I get a little over four.
Nstruction is set to start for
th schools next year.
OPS Board of Education
sident John Langan said the
d issue goes hand-in-hand
th the return to neighborhood
100]s,
It voters hadn’t approved
‘bond issue, the board would
' have approved the Student
signment Plan.
We can’t send kids back to

embers
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Lakia Morgan, a fourth grader at Conestoga Elementary, asks her teacher for assistance on a math assignment while two
of her classmates work on finishing before they have to move on to the next step of the project.

Highway 75

edford Ave.

Enrollment

Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

dilapidated' schools, we need to
fix these East Omaha schools,”
Langan said.

Along with the new plan
came a huge shift in faculty to
spread out the teacher’s talent
across the district’s elementary
schools.

Only three teachers who are
currently at Conestoga were
there when busing was in place.
Placzek came in the first year of
the Student Assignment Plan.

And now, under the new
plan, teacher experience will be
considered when future elemen-
tary openings are filled.

It’s all part of the district’s
attempts to be equitable.

But some believe that even
equity cannot fix the problems
that segregation brings.

They say no matter how
equitable the schools are, it sends
the wrong message.

"It (the desegregation
debate) is not about ‘separate but
equal,” Broom said. "It's about
removing separateness, period.
We never argued...that as long
as they make things equal, segre-
gation’s okay."

Clarke also said she worries
that focusing on equity misses
the point of what is happening at
her school.

"They could give us all the
money they have. They could
build us a beautiful school,” she
said. "It won’t affect anything.
And then, if you still have kids
underachieving, what then?"

Voluntary integration

Dr. Norbert Schuerman, who
was chairman of the desegrega-
tion taskforce in the 1970s, still
remembers how hard it was to
try to get people to accept deseg-
regation.

"It was difficult because peo-
ple believe in their own neigh-
borhood schools and they move
into the neighborhood because
of the school,” Schuerman said.

"People don’t mind their
children being transported to
school, they just care that their
children are transported out of
the neighborhood  school

because of desegregation."

And because of this, it was
always.a primary objective for
Schuerman, even after he
became superintendent in 1984,
to decrease the number of
mandatory reassignments and
increase the number of white
students who volunteered to
attend predominantly black
schools.

But the district had to think
of ways to encourage this.

"We had to make sure there
was something for the kids who
volunteered at the end of the bus
ride," he said.

And that’s when magnet
schools were born.

Druid Hill became Omaha’s
first magnet school in 1981.
Franklin and King Science
Center followed soon thereafter.

Magnet schools are designed
to attract students from all areas
of the cities by creating focused
curriculums, or “magnet compo-
nents,” that the schools special-
1Ze 1n.

Druid Hill was a computer
magnet. Other magnets have
curriculums ranging from specif-
ic foreign languages to science
and math.

Schuerman said the magnets
were a resounding success.
There were always far more stu-
dents who wanted to get into the
program than there were slots
available.

So when the district estab-
lished a new taskforce to decide
how to eliminate forced busing,
it was no surprise that the dis-
trict decided to increase the
number of magnet schools.
Magnet schools had proved to be
the best way to improve volun-
tary integration.

And that’s why Conestoga is
a math and economics magnet.

And that's why Walter
decided to go to school there.

But voluntary integration
doesn'’t stop with the magnets.

When the district created the
Student Assignment Plan, it tried
to increase the amount of options
each student had in all areas.

Besides increasing the num-

Mobility rate

Title I funding

Minority students
Change in minority students after end of busing

Free or reduced-price lunch eligibility

Student-teacher ratio

Teacher experience (in years)
Average teacher éaiary
Teachers with masters degrees
Square feet per student

District reading requirements passing rate

ber of magnets, the district also
created academy schools, inner-
city schools that have lower stu-
dent-teacher ratios.

With fewer students in each
classroom, the district believes
each student will receive more
individualized help.

Most academies also have
all-day kindergartens, so parents
can have a place for their chil-
dren to go, without having to
worry about hiring a babysitter.

It's by creating different pro-

Sherman and Kennedy: The numbers

2000-2001 data

Kennedy Sherman
285 216
96.8% 23.1%
41% -26.5%
88.4% 79.3%
42 3% 33.3%
14.2 15.7
8.7 10
$29,5551 $31492
14.8% 40.9%
124.7 112.8
42.7% 72.2%
Yes Yes

integrated, but the integration
should not be forced.

His one concern with forced
busing was the fact that it resem-
bled an "artificial integration.”
Children were bused no matter if
they liked it or not.

Langan said he would rather
only bus the students who want
to be integrated.

"I think if you give people
choice, you will get a better mix
ultimately than forcing them to
go," he said.

grams like these that the district .

is able to continue integration, at
least on some level.

Students who would nor-
mally attend academy schools
can choose to attend non-acade-
my schools and vice versa. And
any student can apply for the
magnets, no matter what their
home school may be.

Schuerman has the same
mentality today.

There needs to be a reason
for students in non-academy
schools, mostly in the western
part of the city, to choose to inte-
grate themselves.

The district needs to make
the program attractive, OPS
research director Peter Smith.

And part of making the pro-
gram attractive includes creating
competition between schools.
Conestoga  principal Linda
Placzek knows what it’s like to
have to compete for kids.

It is part of her job to visit
other schools and try to convince
students to apply for her pro-
gram. Academy schools do the
same.

But so far, the response has
been low. About 80 percent of
children choose to stay home
and go to school with their
neighbors, Smith said.

This leads some people to
wonder, is it even possible for
"yoluntary integration" to work
if there are no volunteers?

John Langan said he thinks it
is, and that the plan, so far, has
been working.

He has been on the Board of
Education for 14 years and he
said he wants to see the schools

What'’s to come

The Student Assignment
Plan is anything but complete.
Magnet schools are still being
established, construction crews
are still improving inner-city
schools and students and teach-
ers are still getting used to the
idea.

Some people believe the
racial disparities in the schools
are simply unallowable.

But most people believe the
neighborhood schools concept is
working.

Even Langan, who
skeptical of the plan when it was
proposed to him, thinks it is
improving elementary schools.

Peterson looks forward to
when her school will be able to
have a separate library and
become air-conditioned.

Clarke is optimistic about
the students who are starting
school at Kennedy now.

Placzek is looking forward
to what her program will be like
in three or four years.

She said she hopes she can
recruit more students like Walter,
students excited to learn and
willing to make the trip down to
the school.

And for Smith and other
special projects directors who
work with the plan everyday, the
work is barely started.

"We meet regularly,” Smith
said. "We look constantly at the
Student Assignment Plan and
reassess it. 1 don’t think it will
ever be done."

ADDITIONAL REPORTING
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Reading
Percentage of fourth gradcrs who
pagsed district reading assessment.

_ 2000-01 para
Ponca 91.67
Boyd 88.52
Sunny Slope 86.96
Rosehill 86.94
Joslyn 86.51
Columbian 85.83
Picotte . 84.87
Prairie Wind 83.17
Oak Valley 80.89
Fullerton 79.89
Dundee 79.34
Masters 78.32
Springyville 77.78
Edison 77.25
Belle Ryan 77.2
Washington 76.5
Harrison 76.14
Adams 75.49
Pawnee 75.46
Sherman 72.22
Crestridge 72.03
Benson West 68
Spring Lake 67.08
Pinewood 66.2
Skinner 65.83
Hartman 65.67
Catlin 65.42
Jefferson 65.24
Bancroft 65.07
Ashland Park 64.32
Dodge 64.29
| Beals 63.73
Western Hills 63.73
Marrs 62.84
Chandler View 62.81
Saratoga 61.59
Field Club 61.28
Belvedere 60.94
Florence 60.29
Kellom 59.23
Gilder 59.17
Fontenelle 57.19
Highland 55.24
Minne Lusa 54.81
Central Park 51.77
Walnut Hill 51.72
Lothrop 49.45
Wakonda 48.47
Castelar 48.23
Conestoga 48.1
Franklin 44.92
Mount View 43.29
King Primary 43.27
Kennedy 42.67
Indian Hills 33.76
Jackson 325
Miller Park 31.3
Druid Hill N/A
King Science N/A |

[ =
Experience

Average years of experience each
teacher in the school has.
2000-01 para

Highland 16.38
Masters 16.15
Edison 15.56
Rosehill 15.55
Harrison 15.46
Sunny Slope 15.17
Dodge 14.77
Picotte 14.71
Crestridge 14.58
Joslyn 14.57
Catlin 14.45
Bancroft 14.17
Springyville 14.09
Ponca 14
Gilder 13.93
Boyd 13.9
Florence 13.65
Chandler View 13.53
King Primary 13.44
Ashland Park 13.39
Spring Lake 13.29
Prairie Wind 13.28
Fullerton 13.23
Benson West 13.23
Western Hills 13.23
Castelar 12.77
Belle Ryan 12.65
| Hartman 12.58
Jefferson 12.34
King Science 12.23
| Pawnee 12.18
| Columbian 12.15
' Miller Park 11.81
I Oak Valley 11.65
Minne Lusa 11.53
| Central Park 11.45
Franklin 11.38
Fontenelle 10.91
Washington 10.84
Conestoga 10.63
Adams 10.59
i Beals 10.54
Dundee 10.44
Walnut Hill 10.29
Kellom 10-15
| Sherman 10
' Wakonda 9.84
| Marrs 9.78
Field Club 9.74
Belvedere 9.69
Lothrop 9.4
Saratoga 9.32
Indian Hills 9.05
Jackson 9.03
Kennedy 8.67
Mount View 8.13
Skinner 7.93
Pinewood 7.75
Druid Hill 6.65
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'Mobility Rate
The percentage of students who
enroll or leave the school after.the
beginning of the school year.
i ___2000-01 para
| Indian Hills 48.84
Jackson 46.35
| Franklin 46.32
Kennedy 44.21
Miller Park 42.77
King Primary 41.96
Wakonda 38.61
[Kellom 36.25
Castelar 35.84
Conestoga 34.65
| Walnut Hill 34.02
'Druid Hill 33.86
Sherman 33.33
Marrs 32.06
Field Club 30.96
[Beals 30.91
Gilder 29.92
'Bancroft 28.8
'Oak Valley 28.28
'Lothrop 27.65
Belvedere 27.55
Fontenelle 26.32
Saratoga 25.79
Sunny Slope 25.45
Belle Ryan 25.31
Central Park 24.85
Skinner 24.46
Spring Lake 24.2
Edison 24.09
| Crestridge 23.84
| Adams 20.78
'Dodge 20.53
| Picotte 20.3
Chandler View 20
Rosehill 19.63
| Columbian 19.55
Highland 19.24
' Ashland Park 18.67
Harrison 18.6
King Science 18.21
Mount View 17.77
Masters 16.71
Washington 16.61
Benson West 16.25
Joslyn 15.75
Dundee 15.58
Pawnee 15.53
Florence 15.16
| Springville 15.14
Catlin 14.46
Hartman 14.04
Prairie Wind 13.39
(Minne Lusa 13.3
[ Pinewood 12.29
| Jefferson 12.06
| Western Hills 11.49
Ponca 11.45
{ Fullerton 11.35
Boyd 9.63

| Percentage of students who qualify
| for free or reduced-priced lunch.

~ 2000-01 paTA

Kennedy 88.4
King Primary 88.1
Franklin 85.3
Wakonda 84.2
|Conestoga 82.5
'Central Park 81
'Belvedere 79.5
| Sherman 79.2
Indian Hills 78.4
Miller Park 78.2
Jackson 77.9
Walnut Hill 77.1
Highland 74.6
Skinner 73.7
Castelar 72.9
Marrs 72.4
Druid Hill 70
Lothrop 68.9
King Science 68.9
Kellom 67.8
Spring Lake 67.6
Saratoga 66.6
Minne Lusa 65.9
Fontenelle 65.1
Field Club 64.8
Bancroft 64.6
Jefferson 63.9
Mount View 62.4
Benson West 58.3
Western Hills 55.9
Pinewood 54.8
Florence 54.2
Hartman 54.2
Chandler View 52.6
Rosehill 49.8
Gilder 49.3
Ashland Park 49.2
Adams 44.2
Dundee 42.3
Belle Ryan 42.1
Oak Valley 42
Beals 41.3
| Crestridge 39.4
Masters 39.3
Edison 36.1
Catlin 35.7
Ponca 34.9
Pawnee 34.7
Washington 34
Harrison 32.1
Boyd 31.9
Dodge 31.8
Springyville 28.4
Sunny Slope 24.7
Prairie Wind 24.1
Joslyn 20.9
Fullerton 19.6
Picotte 11.9
| Columbian 4.6

‘ ] .

The purpose of the plan|
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Giving students more choices so voluntary integration can
; .

By Joe Meyer

Designing a plan for student
assignment is easier said than
done.

Dr. Norbert Schuerman said
trying to make parents accept
the forced busing plan was
always difficult. And now, the
job is not any easier for Carla
Noerrlinger or any other special
projects director at OPS.

They are the ones who
designed the Student
Assignment Plan and they are
now watching it to see if it needs
to be changed.

For vyears before OPS
returned to neighborhood
schools, the district constantly
received complaints about
forced busing from parents, but
the district couldn’t just return
things back to the way they
were.

The district had to develop a
solid plan and integration still
had to be a goal. OPS had to
make sure schools were equi-
table. A taskforce had to be
formed and that taskforce had to
visit other school districts like
Oklahoma City to see how they
designed their plans.

Looking back on it
Noerrlinger realizes how little
information the district had
when it started to reconsider
forced busing. Through a phone
survey that contacted almost
1000 families, the district knew
that parents liked the idea of
returning to neighborhood
schools, but parents also liked
choice. More students were
applying to the magnet schools
than there were slots available.

“So when we came up with
this plan, we knew people want-
ed neighborhood schools and
liked choice,” Noerrlinger said.

The challenge for the district
was to develop a neighborhood
school plan that also gave stu-
dents a lot of choices. While the
district was deciding what type
of plan to design, it visited three
school districts: St. Lucie County,
Fla., Oklahoma City, Okla. and
Charlotte-Mecklenburg in S.C.

All three of these school dis-
tricts use different types of
assignment plans. St. Lucie uses
a controlled choice model where
the district is split into three
zones. Each zone includes at
least four elementary schools,
one of which is a magnet.
Students are allowed to attend
any school within their zone.
Schools that are not magnets
attract students by offering spe-
cial programs and services.

In Oklahoma City, the dis-
trict decided to expand its mag-
net program in order to encour-
age integration. Although it uses
a neighborhood school model,
the district also opened seven
additional magnet programs.

Along with the increase in
magnet schools, Oklahoma City
passed an $89 million bond issue
to ensure that all its schools
remained equitable.

At the time when the task

force visited Charlotte-
Mecklenburg, it still used
mandatory reassignments to
achieve racial integration.

Although some busing had
stopped in neighborhoods that

were naturally integrated, non-
African American students con-
tinued to be bused into predom-
inantly African-American neigh-

borhoods for kindergarten
through fifth grade.
When the designers

returned from their visits, they
had many options to consider.
They could adopt a controlled
choice program like the one in
Florida, increase the number of
its magnet schools or continue
busing.

The district came up with a
cross between the St. Lucie pro-
gram and the one used in
Oklahoma City. It decided to
divide the district among four
contiguous zones, with 13 to 15
elementary schools in each zone.
Each zone was drawn to reflect
the district’s ethnic makeup.

The purpose of the Student
Assignment Plan is to increase
the amount of options each stu-
dent has and minimize the trans-
portation needed.

There are four different
types of classifications for
schools under this plan. They
are: academies, zone magnets,
district magnets and non-acade-
mies.

Students who live in an
academy attendance zone are
guaranteed enrollment at that
academy or any other non-acad-
emy in the same zone. All stu-
dents who live in a particular
zone can apply to attend a zone
magnet. And all students in the
district can also apply to attend
the district magnet, King Science
Center.

Academies are inner-city
schools with high amounts of
poverty. A school is classified as
an academy if more than 75 per-
cent of the students in its home
attendance area qualify for free
or reduced-price lunch.

These schools have the low-
est student-teacher ratios in the
district, which is intentional.
Most academies offer all-day
kindergarten programs for
working parents. Special proj-
ects director Leslie McMillion
also said her office is planning to
propose an extended day-
extended year program for the
academies.

Magnet schools are schools
that contain specialized curricu-
lums. For example, Conestoga is
a math and economics magnet
and Lothrop is a Spanish and
math magnet. These magnet
schools have student-to-teacher
ratios slightly higher than the
academies, but lower than the
non-academies.

Under the Student
Assignment  Plan, magnet
schools also serve as neighbor-
hood schools, although their
attendance areas are smaller
than the rest.

Non-academies do not have
specialized curriculums or low
student-teacher ratios. They are
neighborhood schools that act
just like that — neighborhood
schools. Also, non-academies are
the most likely to be overcrowd-
ed, according to 2000-2001 data.

The result of the Student
Assignment Plan: each student
can attend his or her neighbor-
hood school, one of his option
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schools, his zone magnet or King
Science ‘Center.

In the end, each student has
the possibility of attending at
least eight different schools.

The students now had
choice, something that was miss-
ing from the busing plan.

But offering choice to stu-
dents is not the entire goal,
Noerrlinger said. The district has
to make the program attractive
to its students.

And that’'s why academies
have low student-teacher ratios
and all-day kindergarten pro-
grams and magnets have spe-
cialized curriculums.

The district hopes that these
incentives will encourage stu-
dents from the overcrowded
non-academies to decide to
attend the academy or magnet
schools that tend to have higher
minority populations and more
students who qualify for free or
reduced-price lunch. g

The Student Assignment
Plan offers integration on a vol-
untary basis. The district wants
students from West Omaha to
attend the inner-city academies
and create a natural integration.

Noerrlinger said it is her
office’s goal to make sure that
every parent and student knows
and understands their options
under the plan. She prepares
individual printouts for parents
showing them all their options

77%

35.59%
15.25
10.77
88,58

50.93%

and she also attends many group
meetings to explain the plan.

Another imperative part of
the neighborhood schools plan is
the $253 million bond issue that
was passed in 1999.

Nearly half of that money
will be spent to improve elemen-
tary schools, mostly academy
schools in East Omaha.

OPS research director Peter
Smith. said the bond issue was
something that the district need-
ed to consider when it decided
to move back to neighborhood
schools. With forced busing,
Smith said, the equity of schools
was never considered. Because
students were bused to and from
older inner-city schools, it was
not a major goal for the district
to improve them.

“When you have a court-
ordered or mandatory desegre-
gation plan, you will not have
equitable schools,” Smith said,
“but when you send students
back to home schools, you will
have some schools that are more
equitable than others.”

Smith said that the academy
schools in the eastern part of the
city are older than others. OPS
Board of Education president
John Langan said the district
couldn’t send students back to
these schools as they were.

“We can’t send kids back to
dilapidated schools,” Langan
said. “We need to fix these East

Bond Program Dollars at Work
HBORHOOD schoor, EXCELLENCE

Photo by JOE MEYER/THE REGIST

Miller Park is just one of many district elementaries being upda?ed under the bond py
gram. Without the bond issue, the district would never have eliminated forced busing,
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Omaha schools.”

Langan said that i
would have refused the &
neighborhood

issue,

would not be possible becaus
the lack of equity.

OPS lawyer David Pedes
said the district needs to en
that schools are equitable, or?
has

every school

experience.

Although it has been ™
years, the Student Assign
Plan is not completely in

mented yet.

Schools are still being
vated and proposals mig"
made to the Board of Fduds
to make the academy prog®

more attractive.

Two new elementary st
are going to be built and [
dance boundaries will be ¥ "

lyzed every year.

Smith

expects the Student Assigh™
Plan to change as long as the "'; |
trict keeps growing and 1
borhoods keep getting more I

|

more diverse.
ADDITIONAL

The history of The Plan

In the beginning, The Plan reassigned 9,300 students. Every year since, officials have revised the Plan. Now, the district continues to change the

Student Assignment Plan, changing attendance boundaries as schools are renovated and neighborhoods become more diverse.

1998-99

1975-76

THE PLAN

k

desegregation of the
omaha Public schools

The district’s first
plan, started after
it was sued by
black parents and
students.
Mandatory reas-
signments were
used and there
were no magnets
in the district.
Buses would pick
students up from
their home schools
and transport them
to their new
schools.

The last year that
the district used
busing was differ-
ent than its first.
The district elimi-
nated forced busing
in neighborhoods
that were naturally
integrated and par-
ticipation in the
magnet programs
was increasing.

Today

Omaba Pablic Sohools

Student | | ¢
\ Assignment || | ncrease voluntary
Plan integration. The
magnet and acade
2001-2002 my program has

- Fo

the s
resources as every other
Otherwise, there is a chane?
the district could be sued ag

Smith said the district=?
ing to create equity at all ¥
of the schools and not jus!
building additions. The &
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Assignment Plan
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he primary divides in OPS

here minority and white students atten

d school, and how it has changed since busing ended

s

N,

Percent Minority

LEGEND

Color

Attendance Zone

Above 75
percent

65.1 to 75
percent

35 to 65*
percent

25 to 34.9
percent

Below 25
percent

Pink Zone

Based on 2000-01 data

Harrison St.

Dpped.

pnnedy 96.8
uid Hill 94.9
akonda 93.6
ount View 91.4
hestoga 91.1
throp 90.6
anklin 89.8
ller Park 89.8
ntral Park 88.5
ng Primary 87.5
pivedere 85
.ian Hills 82.7
inner 81.9
ratoga 80.8
llom 79.4
ghland 75.8
arrs 74
ng 70
stelar 69.3
kson 67.4
pntenelle 66.8
@inut Hill 63.5
pring Lake 61.9
Airtman 54.4
Bid Club 53.6
Ancroft 50.9
inne Lusa 47.7
fferson 42.2
Pringville 41.6
flison 38.6

Percent Minority - 01

rcent of minority students in each school in 2001-
P02 school year, three years after forced busing was

Chandler View
Pinewood
Crestridge
Rosehill
Ashland Park
Dundee
Benson West
Beals
Florénce
Catlin
Adams
Harrison
Washington
Prairie Wind
Western Hills
Belle Ryan
Sunny Slope
Oak Valley
Masters
Dodge
Pawnee
Gilder

Joslyn
Sherman
Fullerton
Boyd

Ponca
Columbian
Picotte

38.1
37.6
35.8
33.8

. 33-5
33.2
33
32.6
31.5

Percent Minority - 99

Percent of minority students in each school in 1999,
the last year of forced busing. Schools with N/A were
non-existent that year.
Mount View 93.8 | Pinewood 33.9
Wakonda 85.6 | Ashland Park 33.8
Belvedere 82.8 | Sunny Siope 33.8
Central Park 79.3 | Belle Ryan 33.6
Skinner 77.4 | Springville 33.3
Indian Hills 73.6 | Dundee 32
Miller Park 73.5 | Dodge 31.4
Franklin 70.1 | Adams 30.7
Fontenelle 68.7 | Edison 29.5
King Primary 65.7 | Boyd 29.1
Marrs 65.3 | Pawnee 27.8
Highland 64.1 | Joslyn 27.7
Saratoga 63 | Masters 27.2
Lothrop 59.4 | Prairie Wind 26.5
Walnut Hill '58.5 | Washington 26.3
Kellom 56.4 | Chandler View 24.8
Kennedy 55.8 | Oak Valley 24.5
Hartman 54.8 | Harrison 23.6
Spring Lake 53 | Catlin 214
Sherman 49.6 | Gilder 21.1
King Science 48.6 | Rosehill 20.3
Conestoga 45.3 | Florence 19.7
Beals 44.6 | Columbian 15.7
Bancroft 44.4 | Fullerton 14.6
Benson West 43.7 | Picotte 13.8
Field Club 43.4 | Ponca 13
Minne Lusa 42.9 | Druid Hill N/A
Crestridge 40.7 | Castelar N/A
Western Hills 39.3 | Jackson N/A
Jefferson 34.3

'l

"According to the 1970s decision, all schools must have a minority population within 15 percent of the district average. These schools are the only ones that do. Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

KEY FINDS OF ‘PRIMARY DIVISIONS’

Percent change - 99-01

Percent of change in minority enrolilment beween the
end of busing and last year. The first three schools
were singled out in the 1970s as racially segregated.
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS

The events prs
leading up to |
the end of
forced busing
took almost
50 years. Here’s a quick
look at some of the major
events that shaped the cre-
ation of the busing plan,
and the occurences that led
to its eventual scrapping.

May 17, 1954

U.S. Supreme Court, in the
landmark case Brown vs.
Board of Education, rules sep-
arate schools “inherently
unequal.”

1971

U.S. Supreme Court rules that
federal courts may order bus-
ing to desegregate schools.

1973

Justice Department and a
group of black parents and
teachers sue Omaha School
District, saying schools are ille-
gally segregated.

1974

U.S. District Judge Albert
Schatz rules OPS segregation
was not intentional or illegal.

June 12, 1975

8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals reverses Schatz, find-
ing that the Omaha School
District intentionally segregat-
ed schools. District is ordered
to desegregate faculty immedi-
ately and desegregate students
by 1976 school year.

Nov. 11, 1975
U.S. Supreme Court refuses to
hear OPS’ appeal.

April 27, 1976
Schatz approves first desegre-
gation plan.

Sept. 7, 1976

Plan goes into effect with 9,300
students being bused to
schools in neighborhoods for
racial diversity.

Sept. 17, 1984

Court supervision ends. OPS is
ruled a “unitary” district.
District no longer has to
approve school closings, reno-
vations or new openings with
the court. District pledges to
maintain integrated schools.

Oct. 21, 1996

The Omaha School Board
requested that superintendent
Norbert Schuerman advance
to the board a recommenda-
tion for a study of the district’s
desegregation plan.

May 20, 1996

The school board voted not to
extend Schuerman’s contract
past August. Before the 1996-
97 school year, John Mackiel is
named the next superintend-
ent of OPS.

Sept. 22, 1998

Omaha School District task
force votes 19-4 to recommend
the integration plan for ele-
mentary and middle school
students be changed to a “con-
trolled choice” system.

Nov. 19, 1998

United States Court of Appeals
rules that race cannot be used
in assigning kindergarten
through twelfth grade public
education schools. This elimi-
nated Boston Public Schools’
policy of deciding entrance to
magnet schools based on race.

Jan. 20, 1999
Superintendent Mackiel pro-
poses an end to busing. He
recommends that all elemen-
tary and middle school stu-
dents be allowed to attend
neighborhood schools, and the
magnet program be increased.
His plan hinges on a multi-
million dollar bond project.

Fall 1999

The $254 million bond project
is put to a public vote and
approved. This allows OPS to
take major steps in making all
of schools in the district equal,
a major part of the new Plan.

i
J

Where it all began

The 8th Circuit Court once singled out Howard Kennedy as a segregated schog|
Three years after busing ended, the school’s.demographics are almost the same,

Photo by JOE MEYER/THE REGISTER

Howard Kennedy principal, Julieta Clarke said she tries not to let the demographics of her school affect her management. Kennedy had the highest per
centage of minority students and most students receiving free or reduced lunch last year.

By Matt Wynn

If someone were to go back
to Howard Kennedy elementary
school after being away for 30
years, they might not notice any-
thing different, former principal
Juanita Moore said.

The school’s minority popu-
lation is still hovering around 97
percent, much like it was before
busing was put in place.

A large number of children
still come from poverty, as
almost 90 percent of the students
receive free and reduced lunch.

Moore said if she didn't
know better, she might think
nothing has changed, too.

But something did change.

Thirty years ago, the 8th
Circuit Court of Appeals singled
out Kennedy as being illegally
segregated. They ruled that its
high  minority  population
proved that the district was
intentionally trying to keep black
students separate from whites.

As a result of its finding, the
courts forced the entire district to
integrate, and forced busing was
the best means to reach that end.

Moore said she can under-
stand why the courts chose to
single out Kennedy, but the
school wasn’t the only problem

Central vs.

By Matt Wynn

Central is larger than ever
before. With almost 2,500 stu-
dents, the school is now looking
to relieve the problems of over-
crowding.

But Central’s current popu-
lation doesn’t compare to
Technical High School’s when it
was in operation.

The schools were archrivals
for more than half a century. It
was a rivalry that defined the
athletics, recruiting, academics
and the futures of both schools.

Today, Central remains, Tech
doesn’t. To some it’s that simple.

But almost 30 years, ago, it
was not. It was obvious OPS
would have to purge a high
school due to a decline in high
school students, and the most
obvious choice for the change

in the district.

“Of course Kennedy was
selected. But there were also
schools on the other side of the
spectrum, schools that had hard-
ly any blacks,” she said.

So for more than 20 years,
buses roamed Omaha, transport-
ing students in order to achieve
racial balance at schools.

To further reinforce the plan,
Howard Kennedy was switched
from a school that could serve
students from kindergarten
through sixth grades to a pri-
mary center, where only kinder-
garten through third grade was
taught. White students from
Harrison Elementary were bused
in for second grade, and white
students from Dundee were
bused in for third grade.

The staff of Kennedy had to
box up all of the books, lesson
plans, chalkboards and other
supplies that previously had
been used to teach the intermedi-
ate grades, fourth through sixth.
At the same time, other staff
members had to unload boxes of
extra supplies for primary stu-
dents downstairs.

During the first few years of
busing, things were done very
differently than they were

towards the end.

Instead of vicking up kids
close to home, buses would go to
home schools, where the chil-
dren would be picked up and
taken across town.

The result, Moore said, was
less than ideal. By going to their
home school in the morning,
children could tell they were
being sent somewhere they did-
n’t belong.

“It was just so hectic... the
kids didn't even want to leave
the school,” Moore said.

But still, she said, she sup-
ported the plan to bus students.
She had always thought
Howard Kennedy had been get-
ting less than it deserved.

And she thought it was a
good idea to mix students of all
races at a young age.

The switch to busing eased
the strain on the school, too.

Before busing, Kennedy held
582 students, and Moore was the
only administrator at the school.
She said she applied to get an
assistant, but never received one.

But as soon as busing was in
place, Kennedy was fully staffed,
including an assistant principal.

Of the 582 students at
Kennedy prior to busing, only

ten were white. But after the
change, Moore started noticing a
difference. She remembers walk-
ing through the halls and look-
ing in classrooms, where occa-
sionally there would be even
more whites than blacks.

Moore said the plan helped
out exactly whom it meant to,
the kids.

“Many of the white kids
who came from aother schools
looked at blacks differently. They
thought they were better, maybe.
But then they became friends,”
Moore said.

Today, there is no forced bus-
ing, and the current principal of
the school, Julieta Clarke, is in
the interesting position of trying
to build a top-notch school, even
though tapping into other neigh-
borhoods for successful students
is not feasible.

Clarke faces many of the
same problems Moore faced.

She also had teachers leave
because of busing. But in her
case, she said teachers left
because black students were
coming back.

Today the school has only
nine non-minority students.

Most of the students still
come from poverty. She said she

Tech: How desegregation made the

was either Central or Tech, since
they were just over a mile apart.

To some, the decision to
close Tech was simply the logical
thing to do.

But to Lerlean Johnson, who
was involved in the original
desegregation case, it was a way
of getting back at the black com-
munity for suing the district over
segregation.

Tech High could hold almost
4,000 students comfortably. It
contained an auditorium that is
still considered by many in
Omaha to be one of the best in
the city. It had two indoor tracks
and an indoor pool. It could
accommodate home football and
basketball games, too.

Tech also offered classes on
welding, printing, automotive
maintenance and countless other

trades, as well as the typical col-
lege-preparatory classes.

For over 50 years, the school
enjoyed quite a reputation. It
turned out graduates who went
on to become famous in their
own right, too.

Roman Hruska, a 1921 grad-
uate of the school, became a U.S.
senator.

Johnny Rodgers, the 1972
Heisman winner, played football
for the school.

The school could include
countless others in its list of dis-
tinguished alumni, too.

But Tech’s reputation could-
n’t save it when it needed to.

OPS’ attempts to integrate
the high schools after the origi-
nal lawsuit were extremely suc-
cessful.

The minority population at

Tech went from 81.5 percent in
1975-76 to 34.1 percent in eight
years. But the success in desegre-
gation had not been matched
with stable enrollments.

In 1975-76 the OPS high
schools had 13,351 students. By
1982, that had dropped to 9,755.

A Task Force was formed in
1980 to look at the issue of school
consolidation and identify what
schools to consider.

The Task Force met 19 times
to debate the issue, but voted
overwhelmingly to close Tech.

By their reasoning, Tech stu-
dents could easily be moved to
Central, whereas students at
other schools would have to go
farther to reach alternate schools.

But immediately students
and members of the black com-
munity protested.

attributes most of the schods
problems not to students, ps
ents, or teachers, but to iy
makeup of the city.

That is one thing that busig
couldn’t change.

Omaha still has very d
lines between the haves an
have-nots, ' she
Kennedy just happens toh
located in an area with mo
have-nots.

But she has noticed sor
thing that Moore may ha
missed. It has been three vey
since the new plan was imp
mented.

There is now a handful o
tudents who started school
Kennedy in first grade and hag
never left.

Those students, said Clar
are now performing pnrticufa::l
well in school, both academic
and behaviorally.

Tt's the kind of thing ﬂf’
makes the future of Kenné
look bright, she said. _

“I think over a period of i
you’ll see more improvemn
and progress,” she said. ‘1 th)
in three more years, well¥
right where we need to be.”
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY
MEYER/THE REGISTER
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Their solution?
Central and move the stude™
into Tech. That would fill
school and be cheaper in the long
run. The Central building ¢
be sold for a lot of money, &
could be turned into a must‘“m:'

Central, they said, "
hold fewer students and ha
fewer amenities. It should 8%
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school year was the last on¢ he
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Whether if's on the playing field or in the classroom, women shouldn't have lo compete against
cullural stereotypes to succeed. Al College of Sainl Mary, they don'L. We help you lo accomplish
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COVER STORY

Getting Tested

NIELLE RoOLLINS

2 HIV testing is often overlooked, making the
discase more common among teens who think
they can't carch it. One EDGE reporter followed
a1 Central senior into an AIDS clinic to see what
happened as he took what might have been the
most important test of his life.

Letter from the Editor

Letters to the Editor

HIV Awareness Overlooked

HIV and AIDS education is often ignored
and pushed to the side. By failing to inform stu-
dents accurately and fairly of the dangers that
iccompany unsafe sex, many are creating a larger
problem.

Fights Hurt School’s Image

Attacks on school grounds and numerous
fights on school property lead many to believe
that Central’s violence level is out of control.
Students should start taking personal responsi-
bility for keeping the reputation of the school as
It 1.

They’ll all Laugh at You

DaniELLE RoLLins

Crashing the car leads to serious consequences.
For this West Omaha teen, even getting to school
on time became an everyday bartle.

NEWS & FEATURES

Briefs and Quick Hits

Academic Decathlon team places third at
state competition; Latino Leaders organize lun-
cheon to raise money for scholarships; Student
Democrats win honors for program; riverfront
developments get extra boost from senate; sing-
ing group announces members for next school
year.

The Long Ride:
An EMT’s Account
Douc MEeiGs
9 According to one Emergency Medical Tech-

nician, an unusually high number of accidents
happen on Prom night, and for obvious reasons.
Too many teens drink and drive, and as a result,

end up in trouble.

Living with Lupus
EmiLy NEUMANN

11 Dominique Martin tries to keep a normal life
despite mounting medical problems with the liver
discase, Lupus.

Wasting Away
DanieLLE RoOLLINS
12 After attending a party where she got drunk,
acted stupid and did some things she would like
to take back, senior Josey Danner reconsiders her
decisions about drinking and alcohol.

The Waldorf Phenomenon
DanieLLE RoLLINS

16

An alternative curriculum is turning heads
and enticing students with its original teaching
methods.
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Musician Jumpstarts Career
Douc Meics

19

After moving to Omaha at the beginning of
this year, junior Doug Hageman decided to use
the Central music department as a springboard
to bigger and better things.

Life After High School

DanieLLE RoLLINS

20

Choosing between college and a career can
be tricky if you don’t know all of the facts.
Employers, college counselors and others are
asked about the positives and negatives of both
options, so you can make the best decision for
yourself.

The Second Shift
Douc MEeics

26

Unable to support their families or them-
selves on their wages, many teachers are forced
to take a second job in order to pay the bills.

Intentional Sunset

Douc Meics

28 Former Central teacher, Zenaide Luhr’s in-
dependence lives on through her original art
work. Friends fondly remember her work, her
contagious laughter and her zest for life.
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“My reputation went sky high, people still come up to me and say stuff about it

-Josey Danner, 12

Graphic By Lueninghoener

WASTING AWAY, page 12

I

Spotlight: Kristen Kruger
Douc Meics
31

New Central swimmer makes alternate at
state. After prolonged absence from the sport,
Kruger discusses why her returns to the water
came so late in her high school career.

Flowers Does What’s Right

Troy ScHULTE

32

Former Central running back gives up ca-
reer for more important things. Flowers talks
about what caused him to leave the sport that
he loved and played for more than a decade.

Extraneous Phrases
Douc MEeics

35

Bo Jackson provides columnist with child-
hood rolemodel. Looking back on the memo-
ries, Meigs says the famous sports star now takes
on a more realistic persona.

Going, Going, Gone

CHRris APONICK

36

Central’s boys and girls basketball teams both
enjoyed arguably their finest seasons in recent
memory. But what will happen when the star
athletes graduate? Some say it will be a rebuild-
ing year next season, while others says Central’s
depth on both squads means another trip to Lin-

coln.
LIFESTYLES

Artificial Intelligence

Steve PACKARD

37

The idea that non-humans can develop some
sort of intelligence has been a popular topic for
ages. From the robots in H.G. Wells “The Time
Machine,” to the plotting computer Hal in,
“2001: a Space Odyssey,” the idea has always
been intriguing. But would it ever really be pos-
sible to create a machine that acted like a hu-
man?

Cover

AIDS, one of the most deadly diseases on the planet,
has become increasingly prevalent in society, making
it more important now then ever before to take pre-
cautions both before and after sex. But some people
are strangely apprehensive about having tests done,
possibly because they believe it would require having
blood taken. While that was the method of testing , it
no longer is. Now the test is done orally.

Plastic, Pink, Flamingoes
EmiLy NEUMANN

39

Every Internet service provider wants}o
think that it’s “the other company” thats “‘“'
sible for all the harrowing aspects of the ™
mation superhighway. But even their “h
can't hide the truch: the Internet is a @08
useless information, excessive pornng.{”[‘h1 ’
lies, lies, lies. If this is true, why do s0 ™
people in the world “go surfing” everydi®

Style: A Closer Look at Em’

Kairun Burz, Douc MEeics
40

pot Ot

is quickly bccommg one of the most
styles of music and dress. Take a ook 3!

i
clothes, the music and the attitudes that®

itall. Some students can’t stand this latest™®

Others say Emo is a way of life. What do?

think?

Science Fiction Movies

EmiLy Neumann, Karrun Burz, DANIELLE
RoLuins

42

: “Godzilla vs. Mm.hagodnl! a,

N
“Invasion of the Body Snatc hers.

md

alleged experts say people like these 0F
m\"

movies because they usually show the U
topic of the struggle between good and ¢

(he
there always supposed to be a Jesson? O

Vi
say they like science fiction movies simplt ™

cause they're weird.

Judging by the flavor of the local scen: te

What is the fascination with thing
other worlds and the future? Three EDG!
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Previous issues of the EDGE.

Dear Reader,

Welcome to a completely revamped EDGE.

In the past, we’ve always tried to include only the most newsworthy of feature sto-
ries, choosing to stay away from sports and the arts.

But our two newest sections, “the zone” and “lifestyles” focus on both of those top-
ics, respectively. We've also added a section devoted to expressing the views and opin-
ions of the EDGE staff, the “outlook” section.

One of the editorials closely related to our cover story is about informing teens of the
lack of AIDS and HIV education. Encouraging students to seek information on this sub-
ject and protect themselves from the deadly virus is something that should be done on
all fronts, both at home and at school.

In the EDGE'’s first sports feature, a former Central football star talks about his time
on the Nebraska Cornhuskers under coach Tom Osborne. He talks about his love of the
sport and what eventually caused him to leave the game for good: the birth of his daugh-
ter, Jasmyne.

Our cover story on AIDS awareness and prevention is similar to the feﬂatu res we"ve
done throughout the year. For the story, one EDGE reporter followed a Central senior
as he took what might have been the most important test of his life.

The story covers the problems of being unaware of the virus as well as many aspects
of living with the virus.
“Intentional Sunset”

Zenaide Luhr. ’
This feature takes a deeper look at the accomplishments of her life and focuses on

some of the main reasons why this extraordinary teacher was so inspiring and indepen-
dent.

The “Life after High School” piece informs students of some of the problems they
may face in choosing between a job and a four-year university after they graduate. ’

Our story about the ill-effects of alcohol on the brain shows one Central student’s
regret over choices that she made while under the influence of alcohol.

Another story this issue about emergency medical technicians focuses on the prob-
lems of drunk driving after Prom.

Throughout all of the stories that went in this issue, the EDGE reporters worked to
maintain the level of journalistic integrity that has always been upheld at Omaha Cen-
tral High School. We hope you enjoy our latest edition, and, as always, we encourage
you to let us know what you think. -

Danielle Rollins, Editor in chief

is about the recent death of a former Central art instructor,

‘Editor in chief:

Danielle Rollins
Executive editor:
Doug Meigs
Visual editor:
Quentin Lueninghoener
The Zone editor:
Troy Schulte
Lifestyles editor:
Kaitlin Butz
Outlook editor:
Joe Meyer
Advertising:
Paula Salhany
Aaron Maurice
Photographers:
Emily Neumann
Faith Lynn
Reporters
Chris Aponick
Steve Packard
Emily Neumann
Layne Gabriel

The Omaha Central High

School EDGE seeks to inform read-
ers accurately and fairly as o items
of interest and importance.

Recently the EDGE won a Best
of Show award at JEA/NSPA’s na-
tional journalism convention for its
specialty magazine.

Unsigned editorials are the
opinion of the EDGE staff and are
not necessarily the opinions of Cen-
tral High School or its faculty.

Signed editorials are the opin-
ion of the author alone and do not
reflect the opinion of Central High
School or the EDGE staff.

Readers are encouraged to send
letters to the editor to room 315.

Letters must include the
author’s full name and grade. The
use of pen names is not permitted.
Unsigned letters are not printed.

Letters may be edited for
length, clarity, accuracy and taste.
Letters containing substantial mis-
representation of fact are not con-
sidered.

The EDGE is published

1124 N 20th St., Omaha, NE,

68102,
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—l letters to the editor|

Required number of

classes seems pointless

Dear Editor,

My classes are silly to me.

I am a senior and I only need five credits,
but it is required to have six classes.

If student don’t need that many classes to
pass then don’t give them that many unless they

ask.
Angie Conry, 12

Locker location leads

to big inconvenience

Dear Editor,

My locker sucks. It’s on the third floor and |
never go by it.

[ should be able to pick my locker and my
partner (not someone in my class). You know,
come in during freshman orientation during the
summer, look at my schedule and get a locker |
want.

Jamie Baker, 10

Apathetic attitudes
cause junior’s disgust

Dear Editor,

I write to you concerning the most pressing
problem that faces our school. On the whole our
student body’s social consciousness has become
stagnant. This is the most evident in the reaction
to your stories.

Earlier in the year Doug Meigs wrote a story
about a homeless man. Rather than rushing to
help the homeless, most kids just read the story
and threw it away. Rather than giving donations
like Minority Scholars tried to do, most students
did nothing.

Since under-education is a huge problem,
we could have helped the homeless earn GEDs
and thus be more likely to be hired. However,
for the most part, we turn a deaf ear.

It seems that this, more than any other year,
violence has been a problem at Central. Why
then do we teach our students violence through
ROTC? Instead of preparing young men and
women to wage war, why can’t we teach them
to wage peace? The program should be amended
from preparing soldiers to preparing kids for
social activism. There are several schools across
the United States that also have a violence
problem that teach meditation and non-violent
conflict resolution. Through this, only an
inevitable positive change could be made.

My hope is that the Register continues its hard-
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Central’s future without an enrollment cap.

a5
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hitting form of journalism, especially concerning
proposed amendments to the school board,
social woes and positive accomplishments of
students.

John DeMott, 11

Need for enrollment
cap becomes apparent

Dear Editor,

Remember when everyone was talking
about how large the freshman class was this
year?

Well, now it seems that next year Central is
going to be even more full than ever before.

Some action needs to be taken by the school
to cut down on the rising number of incoming

students. B
Next year will be bad enough with all '
renovations going on both inside and outsi™t!
the building.
To try and shove all of the student" |
want to come here into the building next '
would be a huge mistake.
Obviously the school needs to put @ ]
on the number of new students entering ¢
next fall. e
There are a few ways to do this. First °
school could have the enrollment policy be ™
come, first serve” by allowing the studen®
Central’s attendance area get the first spot* "l
than have a lottery for any spots that migh'’
left over.
Another way to solve this problem 15 *
back to the old way of school selection “'ht.;
Central is not an option for students living sort

t0 }’.' | |



areas of Omaha. Or we can just stop the recruiting efforts. They
are obviously not needed.

Central prides itself on high academic standards, spectacular
athletics, and large numbers of extra-curriculars.

This is why so many people want to come here. But the school
does not have enough room for everyone and squeezing in too
many students takes away from everyone’s education.

Nora Prazan, 11

Too much kissing in hallways
causes brothel-like atmosphere

Dear Editor,

On a regular, fine day as I was walking through the hall, on
my way to my locker, I suddenly came to a stop. There, in front of
my locker, were two people, mouths on top of each other, and
hands... well, let’s just say you don’t wanna know.

Incidents such as this happens all the time, and for some

nknown reason, those two people always pick the spot in front
of my locker.

Why do people feel the need to lip-lock in-between classes?

Is there really a need for that? Frankly, the only solution that I
thought of after I tapped them on the shoulder, asked them politely
if they could move over, and said some rude, uncouth language,
was to dangle a hotel key by the side of their faces.

So please, in the future, find another time and place to make
out. I need to get to my locker and I need to get to it without
fighting a war with the lip-lock brigade.

Sherry Wang, 10
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EDITORIALS ARE THE OPINIONS OF THE
EDGE STAFF

It could never happen to you,
right?

You would never contract HIV.

Not you. Maybe someone else,
but not you.

HIV is on everyone else’s mind,
but not yours because it isn’t pos-
sible for you to contract the virus.

It is something that has come
to be expected, though.

Too often, teenagers view them-
selves as invincible. Too often, teen-
agers do not recognize the conse-
quences of their actions until it is
too late.Too often, teenagers just
don't care.

Even when it comes to some-
thing as serious as AIDS, a deadly
disease that cannot be cured, some
teenagers could care less.

Combine that with the fact that
the Nebraska Department of Edu-
cation recently ended its HIV pre-
vention teaching throughout the
state and it is easy to see how little
attention the disease is receiving
among young people.

Ignoring this disease is terrible.
HIV causes AIDS and AIDS is
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deadly. It only takes one time to
contract HIV. One time when you
participate in unprotected sex or
one time when you share a needle
with someone else.

But if that isn’t enough to con-
vince you that HIV is a big deal,
maybe the facts will.

According to statistics released
by the Center for Disease Control
last year, AIDS has been the fifth
leading cause of death among
people aged 25 to 44 in the United
States since 1991.

The center concluded that most
people who die because of AIDS in
this age group probably contracted
the virus when they were teenag-
ers.

This situation is frightening.
Obviously, HIV is a problem for
teenagers. It has always been a
problem for teenagers.

And now, more than ever, they
need to know about the disease and
know how to protect themselves
from it.

Even in the district’s Human
Growth and Development classes,

awareness often

which students have the opportu-
nity to opt-out of, HIV is not given
the kind of attention that it de-
serves. Students are taught about
HIV during a unit that covers many
other sexually transmitted diseases.

Students never learn the true
importance of protecting them-
selves. They never learn about what
living with HIV/AIDS is like.

It is never brought home for
them.

Teachers spend more time ex-
plaining the importance of staying
drug and alcohol free than they
spend on explaining the importance
of practicing safe sex to avoid con-
tracting HIV.

And since students do not re-
ceive enough information about the
disease at school, they are left to
fend from themselves.

Many times, they will learn “in-
formation” from their friends and
“valuable” resources like MTV and
Comedy Central. Students also hear
rumors about controversial subjects
and accept them as fact without
knowing the truth.

LA
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It would be terrible if that ha
pened with this disease. _
Informing people, esped _
teenagers, about the importanc® q
practicing safe sex is the first St
to try to stop the spread of HIV ,
As long as students do "
know the truth about this d‘"]d]:
disease, it will continue to sprt‘"“_'
And as long as this disease spr‘t“"d"
it will continue to end many you'
peoples’ lives too soon. ]
Throughout the years, studen®
have not known the whole szi
about HIV. And students have f‘q
sponded by thinking they are "™
able to contract it at such a you'
age. .
Stories about how devastati™
HIV and AIDS are to people “'”}‘:
the disease and their families ‘;‘
plentiful in today’s society. Schoo
are still ignoring the issue. .
It is time for students, adm"
istrators and schools to dt’d_““ﬂ:.
themselves to eliminate the ,};nt‘
rance about HIV and AIDS. G0 &
tested. Go pick up a brochure: Bu!
whatever you do, be safe.
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 Centralis finally living up to its
leged reputation.

For some reason when most
’mahans think of Central they
hink of gangs, drive-bys, drug
vals, fights, jumpings, and more
uhts. As any Central student or
dculty member can see, such pre-
nceptions are ridiculous.
~ Historically, Central is one of
esatest schools in OPS, as well as
e Umaha area.

Incoming freshmen are con-
"ually shocked by the drought of
I -I.z-m ¢ once a regular part of their
tiddle school existence. That is, all
toming classes, with the excep-
‘on of this year’s batch.

This school year, Central’s his-
o1y of a safe school environment
'45 ironically become more and
nore like the facade of its exterior.

Its south face stares out at the
Urrounding downtown.

With a projected sense of secu-
'Y, it looms up out of a neighbor-
'00d seldom walked after dark.

Stone columns support the
chool, suggestive of an environ-
ent impervious to danger.

But such is not the case, as
lany students are now realizing
fter crowding into and through the
\ass of students attending the al-
0st regular brawls.

There have been more fights in
© last two semesters than most

udents have seen in their entire

N b

high school
careers. /

Never
before have
so many stu-
dents de-
cided to
“duke it ‘
out” as fre- 4
quently
this  year. \
Both in and )
outside
Central’s walls,
the almost com-
mon scene of young
people congregating
about the intertwined mass of
spectators interested by a possibil-
ity of blood.

As far as fighting is concerned,
much of the blame lies with the stu-
dents. But it's become a much larger
problem. With threats of police
charges and stricter punishment,
students will have to be wary
mostly of revamped zero tolerance
policies.

The policy appears to be work-
ing. However, whether the new
rules will be effective or detrimen-
tal in the long-run is still uncertain.

Most likely some innocent stu-
dents will be caught up in a minor
verbal argument, their permanent
records tarnished as a result. On the
other hand, violently disruptive
students may finally end up being
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forced into the right direction by the
wake-up call of an immediate ex-
pulsion. Then again, maybe that’s
what they wanted in the first place.

What is certain is that in light
of the recent events ranging from
fights to parking lot attacks, it is
clear Central must take the initia-
tive and reconsider its handling of
student safety. It appears to have
done so.

Maybe security guards need to
be rearranged so as to enable more
manpower at critical times of the
day, such as before and after school.

es school’s image

il
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longed darkness.

Whatever is to be done, let us
not verify uninformed public per-
ception. Most Central students have
graduated without being con-
fronted by any major dangers in
their high school careers.

The vast majority hasn’t ever
been in a fight. How about provid-
ing a similar opportunity for years
to come.

Central is not the typical inner
city school. Don’t let it disintegrate
into one.

Or else, Central will have to ac-
knowledge its physical illusion of

e

Perhaps parking lots require security truly is a facade.. Just an- =
better lighting, or maybe there other urban school in the heart of &
needs to be increased surveillance downtown America, where vio- &
of Central’s grounds, at least dur- lence runs rampant and no one =
ing winter’s early nights and pro- cares. 1]
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2002-03 CHS
Singers announced

Next year’s CHS Singers have been se-
lected.

Singers are selected for their musical tal-
ent and their ability to “blend with the rest of
the group,” vocal teacher Lynn Bouma said.

The roster for the 2002-2003 Singers is:
Natalie Andreasen, Kaley Eledge, Katie
Erikson, Megan Madison, Katie Musick, Icy
Simpson singing Soprano; Sara Cowan and
Kira O’Bradovich singing Soprano/Alto;
Lauren Faulkner, Kim Pitlor, Norma Reynolds,
Normesha Reynolds, Robyn Sorensen,
Whitney Williams singing Alto; Aron Cobbs,
Josh Koterba, Adam Lamb singing Tenor; Tor-
rance Roland and Chase Thornburg; Nick
Delman, Brian Fahey, Dennis Lett, Jason
Nebhrig singing Bass.

Student democrats
honored for work

Central’s Student Democrats were
awarded the Harry S. Truman Award for vol-
unteering and community work at the Harry
S. Truman Dinner on Feb. 23.

Elected officials from the county adminis-
tration as well as many from the state Senate
were in attendance.

Ten students attended the dinner with a
contribution from Kathleen Fahey, Student
Democrat president Brian Fahey’s mother.

Volunteer activities have included Sept. 11
aid, anti-domestic violence services and the an-
nual “Omaha Central High School Coat Drive.”

Latino leaders arrange
scholarship banquet

Latino Leaders from Central and across the
city agreed to work together to produce a His-
panic youth banquet that will be held at Cen-
tral on April 20.The event is called “Generacion
N-If

The banquet is scheduled to be held in
Central’s courtyard and will feature Hispanic
Heritage and tradition, like traditional dances
and foods, as well as a talent show from in-
vited students.

Proceeds from the banquet will go towards
scholarships for Hispanics that she hopes will
reach $200 each to help pay for minor fees like

books and supplies.
/ ﬁ
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Academic decathlon tea
places third at state event

By DouG MEIGs

Decathletes from all across Nebraska
pencil in their answers in front of Creighton’s
crowded Student Center Ballroom on Feb. 16.

Hundreds of students, teachers and sup-
porters watch for the typical wave of a pen-
cil that signals a correct answer and posted
score.

Myriad clusters of school pride inter-
twine to form a writhing mass of color, ban-
ners and support.

The room flows in a steady rise, clap, cel-
ebrate, reseat pattern as the competition
cycles through its questioning of three de-
cathlon divisions.

Stephen Bouma, one of the team advis-
ers, is literally shaking in anticipation for the
results. The teammates of the Central
decathletes involved in the SuperQuiz sit in
a group to collectively worry and celebrate
the event that they have prepared for since
last school year.

Next to Bouma, adviser Vicki Deniston
Reed stares in contemplation at the floor.

Central and Burke fight to retain the lead,
in the end Central comes out on top by one
point to win the SuperQuiz.

Deniston Reed said the team that wins
SuperQuiz usually wins the overall compe-
tition. However, such was not the case.

“If we win I'm going to cry,” junior Me-
lissa Hepburn said after the first victory. Im-

Riverfront development receives boosf

By DouG MEiGs

Construction and development are flood-
ing Omaha'’s riverfront.

For the last six years, plans have been laid
out for the works. However, their realities are
just now in the process of being realized.

Despite dreams of a beautified Omaha
riverfront, any plans were for the most part
pipe dreams.

But then the U.S. Senate passed energy
and water development appropriations that
secured funding for projects along the Mis-
souri river, such projects including the Lewis
and Clark Plaza and Back to the River Trail,
among others.

Keeping the ball rolling the senate again
followed up with the Missouri River Valley

mediately following the SuperQuiz the awar |
ceremony begins, hopes of an overall Cen tralvic
tory ran high yet remain unrealized.

Burke in first, followed by Creighton Prgf
Central was awarded third.

Although she said that the SuperQuiz pr'j
tion of the competition was a tremendous '
tory, it was still only part of the competition.

“They were really pretty happ\ Nobods
seemed to blaming him or herself,” she si g’
“They did a great job, but the other twojustmi g™
more in the aggregate.”

The final scores were relatively close. (¢
tral even greatly increased its score since &
year, but so did Prep and Burke.

Senior Sloan Dawson said that Cent®
team did very well, especially considering th
most of the team members were inexperienc®

However, this year’s inexperience may g
next year’s team an additional edge for stat¢

Deniston Reed has taught decathlon s
the 99-00 school year. Her first year as advi¥'
the team was extremely mexpemmcd ané
didn’t even make it to state.

As a whole, Central’s decathlon has b
gradually gaining more experience. Last ¥
Central won with a very young team, most*
which were first-year decathletes.

And this year built off those younger me"
bers’ abilities. As for the future, Deniston-Re
summed up the team'’s hopes best, “I hope
win.”

Improvement Act in 99, increasing funding’
habitat revitalization and riverfront develof
ment and supporting the projects that ar¢ [
now nearing completion.

Less than two miles away from Centr
developments will create a number of outlet*
Omaha youths, John Royster, one of the L&
and Clark Landing Park’s original desig gher:
said.

1] l."‘

Considering the various projects close™™
to Central, the construction will offer a num®
of leisure activities for the students to part’
pate in. g

Royster said that the plans for the rive orfre
will be quite spectacular. Not only will they }
vide beautiful scenery, they will make a \: il
able contribution to Omaha as a whole.
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In the tracks of an emergency
medical technician

Story BY Douc MEiGcs
GRAPHIC BY LUENINGHOENER

Upside down in a creek, their car lay partially submerged after the group of intoxicated
youths careened off the road one winter.

One passenger had managed to escape and stumbled his way to the home of an elderly
woman living in the area on the outskirts of Omaha. It was winter, around 20 degrees and

freezing.
He broke into the house, got undressed and went to bed, Mike Stewart, the general

manager of Rural /metro ambulance services, said.

Stewart and his coworkers received a call about a drunken youth involved in a break in.
When they arrived at the scene, the incoherent youth made mention of a car accident. An
hour-long search in the sub-zero temperature was immediately set underway.

It ended when a second passenger was found standing in the road beside the accident.
Stewart said that her shoes and clothes were frozen to her body.

Three other youths lay dead, stuck underwater inside the car. Two more people were
also stuck in the car, but were alive simply because the bodies of their friends held their own
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heads above the water.

Such scenes haunt emergency
medical technicians.

They are images that even af-
ter twenty years never fully go
away.

They continue to occur, night
after night, especially on Prom
night, Stewart said.

Through his experience,
Stewart said the more brutal acci-
dents involving young people usu-
ally deal with alcohol and events
like Prom.

He said it has happened in the
past, it will happen this year and it
will keep on occurring in the future.

“Obviously I hope that there
are no accidents. I truly believe the
kids of today are better informed.
That’s not to say they don’t drink
and drive. I'm not that naive, but
I'd like to think they know more
about what they are doing,” Stewart
said.

In response to such situations
many students at Central act as des-
ignated drivers.

Katie Boone, a Central junior, is

the designated driver for many of
her friends and said, if need be, she
will act as one after Prom.

“It's not a burden, but I don’t
enjoy it either,” she said. “If I were
pulled over I'd get in trouble, but
I’d rather get in trouble than have
my friends get hurt.”

“I think it’s stupid if they know
they're going to drive drunk. Don’t
drive, call someone to pick you up,
or stay the night there. It's not that
hard.”

Boone said she has some com-
prehension of the effects of drink-
ing and driving through the death
of a family friend.

When she was young, one of
her sister’s friend’s car was
blindsided by a drunk driver.

The driver hit the passenger
side where the girl was sitting, put-
ting her in a coma that she didn’t
come out of.

The situation showed Boone
the emotional tragedy that goes
along with such an accident. Her
sister was traumatized.

“ After hearing of so many hor-

rible crashes you would think
they’d learn or at least acknowledge
it,” she said.

She said it should be obvious
that drinking and driving is stupid,
but Central students will probably
do it anyway after Prom.

Stewart would definitely agree,
and he knows from experience,
having worked with Rural/metro
ambulance service for the last 30
years.

He began as an entry-level
emergency medical technician and
has since worked his way up to the
general manager.

Over that time he has been wit-
ness to more accidents than he cares
to remember.

“The typical one [accident] is
atypical,” he said. “It's very differ-
ent. Any time drinking and driving
is involved you tend to lose.”

With up to 30 calls a day, he has
seen practically everything. How-
ever, with alcohol involved, the re-
sult is always predictable.

“One of the things we tend not
to remember is specific calls. I've

We only make -,
it one way. ¢

Try our delidous flame-broiled
at your local Burger King today.
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been on a number of calls that in-
volved high school kids and drink-
ing and driving. That can be a pretty
visually impacting scene.”

In response to problems with
drinking and driving, many schools
across the nation are participating
in demonstrations that vividly illus
trate accidents involving young
people drinking.

Although Stewart said no OP
schools are involved in such dem-
onstrations, he said they serve bri-
tally honest educational services

The scene covers every asped
of the accident from the collision
to the call, medical treatment and
even simulated death, bringing the
issue to a personal basis with st
dents.

Hopefully Stewart won't hav¢
to arrive at any accidents where a-
cohol and teens meet this Prom.

He said he is hopeful that h¢
won’t have to see another dead
dying or intoxicated high schoo
students sprawled out in the road
especially on April 13.




TORY BY EMiLy NEUMANN

Dominic Martin’s resilient atti-
ude toward life reflects onto how
¢ deals with his illness: Systemic
.LIPUﬁ_

~ Hecalls his five trips to the hos-
ital “no big deal” and tries to
laintain a positive attitude.

Before his disease, he ran track
ind worked on the stage crew at his
chool,

At first he had joint pain and
Xtreme fatigue.

After a while he developed a
ash on his face and blisters on his
lands,

He was tested for Mono numer-
"Us times, but the tests never came
Yack positive. He lost weight, de-
‘eloped viral infections and under-
ent extensive blood testing.

“InMarch of 2000, after seeing a
*tries of oncologists, Martin was
"eferred to a rheumatologist.

It was then that he was diag-
"osed with Systemic Lupus.

His parents researched Lupus
On the Internet and talked to the
doctors to gather information.

He said he had never heard of
the disease and did not imagine that
"'would cause him to change his life
4 much as he had to.

HOTOS COURTESY OF THE MARTINS

“I didn’t think it sounded that
bad,” Martin said.

He knew that he would have
to change his routine a little bit.

Because his joints hurt he knew
he would have to quit track.

What Martin did not realize
was that Lupus would cause him
to miss numerous days of school
and prevent him from having the
social life of a normal high school
kid.

Though Martin is not con-
stantly hospitalized, he is often too
tired to go out with friends.

A while after Martin was diag-
nosed, he was admitted to the hos-
pital with kidney failure. Martin
said he is lucky to have friends and
family to assist him through some
of the harder times in his life.

The team of doctors working
with Martin was very open and
personable, and the nurses enjoyed
spending time with him.

“We all think Dominic is a great
kid and we love his family,” Sherri
Heavey, a nurse at his hospital,
said.

The teachers and principal at
his high school were supportive of
Martin’s unique situation and he

Before

Dominic Martin's school photos show the physical changes in
his body since he was diagnosed with Lupus. He gained weight
in his face from medication and his skin grew pale and gaunt.

was allowed to make up his miss-
ing credits over the summer.

He finished all of his classes ex-
cept English, which he is finishing
this semester.

In spite of missing days this
year, the school has promised that
he will be given adiploma in May
no matter what.

A number of students at his
school expressed concern and inter-
est in what he was going through.

Many of his closer friends stuck
with him during his entire struggle.

Martin plans to attend college
in the spring and work toward a
career in elementary education.

He wants to attend UNO for his
freshman year so he can be close to
home, just in case anything goes
wrong.

If all goes well there, he hopes
to move out to Kearney.

His kidney function has been
getting progressively better and he
will probably not need a transplant
as doctors earlier thought.

Instead the doctors hope to put
his Lupus into remission and help
him back to the life he deserves to
live.

Remission, however, is not a

cure.

The possibility of another hos-
pitalization will always be there,
but they are focusing on other
things.

The Martins had to make some
adjustments for Dominic’s illness,
but they try to keep the house run-
ning as smoothly as possible.

“We had to learn to change our
priorities,” Dominic’s mother,
Terrie said. “We had to use our time
to create quality.”

Terrie said that the changes in
her son’s life have affected him, but
he tries not to allow them to bring
him down.

“I think it has really been an
emotional roller coaster for him, but
he wouldn’t tell you that,” she said.

Recently, Dominic has been
healing. In addition to his kidney
function getting better, his blood
pressure is beginning to go down.

He was hospitalized because
there was an infection in the line he
needed to help clean his blood, but
he isn’t too worried about the recent
development.

He is positive about his future,
and hopes to move on and get back
to a normal life. 1]
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[t may start out as a social drink. It's something
to bring a little life to the party. Then one drink
turns to two, three drinks turn to five. Suddenly
you have no control over what you think and
how you behave. You're acting wildly, talking
loudly and getting much angrier than you should
about little things. When you wake up, you don't
know where you are or what you did last night.

WASTING AWAY
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X530 (alcohol) was the master. I did what I had to do to get
more. As far as what alcohol will make you do, there is no

limit. There are people who get drunk in Omaha and end
up in Alaska. 9 9

STORY BY DANIELLE ROLLINS
ILLUSTRATION By LUENINGHOENER

**Because of security reasons associated with AA
and alcohol help lines, neither Louis nor Dennis were
able to release their last names.

Josey Danner is a senior now and does not
drink nearly as often as she used to.

She used to drink often. Her junior year,
Danner said she would attend parties frequently.
And, frequently, she would get drunk.

Danner said she remembers one party in
particular.

It was at the beginning of her junior year, a
party with the “A-team,” a group of the more
popular kids from school, she said.

She had five screwdrivers, drinks consist-
ing of orange juice and vodka. After a while, she
didn’t have much control over what she was do-
ing or how she was acting.

That night, Danner lost her virginity. She
said she probably wouldn’t have done it if she
hadn’t been drunk.

Because it was with a more popular guy
from school, Danner said people who hadn't
even been at the party were talking about it the
next day.

“My reputation went sky high,” Danner
said. “People still come up to me and say stuff
about it.”

Though Danner continued to drink that
year, she said she thinks she has become more
responsible now, and tries to keep her drink-
ing down.

Louis* is a certified Alcohol and Drug coun-
selor at the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Detox
Rehab Treatment Center.

He added that alcohol eats away at the
body and the mind, killing brain cells and leav-
ing the brain unable to function correctly.

He said extensive drinking can cause a
“brain dead” effect, eventually leading to wet
brain or turning the body into a “vegetable.”
In such cases, the brain loses the ability to make
conscious decisions.

Louis said depending on the size and
weight of the individual, the human body can
safely consume one ounce of alcohol an hour
without feeling the effects.

He said after about a pint of alcohol has
been consumed, one can go into what is some-
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times referred to as the “blackout
stage.”

At this point the person is no
longer able to comprehend what is
happening to him and, most likely,
will not remember what he did af-
ter he sobers up.

For Danner, this meant acting
goofy and loud.

She said she always tried to be
the center of attention or the life of
the party. The alcohol would make
her act out in a way that she never
would under normal circum-
stances.

And it would make her do
things she never thought she would
do before. Now she said she tries
to be more careful when she is
drinking.

She said she doesn’t drink
nearly as often as she once did.

When she does drink, she has
friends keep an eye on her to make
sure she won’t do anything she will
regret.

This way, she won’t wind up in
a situation she can’t control.

She said it is because of her
close friendships that she does not
feel the need to get drunk at parties
any longer.

Most of the time, however, she
controls her alcohol intake.

Sometimes she even volunteers
to be the designated driver, and
doesn’t drink at all.

Danner said she still knows
people who drink too much and act
differently than they would had
they been sober.

She said that now she realizes
how foolish they look.

She said they act stupid and
don’t realize how they are behav-
mng.

Danner was lucky to stop
binging on alcohol when she did.

Although she did some things
she may regret now or in the future,
there are others who will not real-
ize their mistakes until it’s far too
late.

For Dennis*, this would take
over 30 years. Dennis was the man
on the other end of the phone line
at Alcoholics Anonymous’ main
number.

For around 35 years, Dennis
was an alcoholic.

Until he joined Alcoholics
Anonymous and gave up drinking,
he said there was nothing worth-
while in his life.

When he gave up drinking, and
joined AA to go through its twelve-

‘F_—f Iﬂ 1'

step plan, he said his life turned
around.

“Everything in my life that is
good is because of AA,” Dennis
said.

He found a steady job and
stopped having marital problems,
two things that had never hap-
pened while he was involved with
alcohol.

Dennis said that while he was
under the influence of alcohol, he
was unable to think clearly about
the consequences of his actions.

Certain types of alcohol would
make him act in different ways.
Whiskey would make him mean,
beer and vodka would make him
act happy and carefree.

Dennis said he had no control
over how the alcohol would make
him act or what the alcohol would
make him do.

“It was the master. I did what I
had to do to get more,” he said. “As
far as what alcohol will make you
do, there is no limit. There are
people who get drunk in Omaha
and end up in Alaska.”

Dennis said the most danger-
ous consequences of alcoholism are
the actions of the victim while un-
der the influence.

He would hurt people who
were important to him and do
things that were very irresponsible
or foolish.

He said while under the influ-
ence of alcohol, people would do
things they would never dream of
doing while sober.

He said an alcoholic’s actions
could hurt himself as well as those
around him.

Louis said while people are
drinking, they are unable to think
of how their actions will affect them
in the future.

He said some people get vio-
lent, and other people drive while
drunk.

In extreme cases, he said some
will commit rape or murder.

After a sufficient amount of al-
cohol, Louis said part of the brain
would black out. This is what
causes people to behave in ways
they normally would not imagine.

Danner said she is lucky that,
now, she has a group of friends who
try to keep her responsible and who
try to look out for her.

She said she hopes now she will
be able to take proper precautions
and prevent herself from again do-
ing something she may regret. [}
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An alternative curriculum is turning |

society’s perception of school
upside down.
ity 2




Story By DaNieLLE ROLLINS
GRAPHIC BY LUENINGHOENER

~ The Waldorf School’s goal is to focus teach-
Ing on the head, the heart and the hands.

Faculty chair Cary Hughes said this enables
children to learn in a way catered to them and it
also educates both sides of the brain.

At High Mowing, a Waldorf High School
located in Wilton, New Hampshire, it is not un-
common for a science class to venture outside to
research animals in a nearby creek or for a stu-
dent to perform a monologue as a project for an
English class.

~ High Mowing places an enhanced empha-
SIS on the arts, as do all Waldorf schools.

Throughout classes such as math and his-
tory, teachers often attempt to incorporate artis-
tic and creative exercises in their lesson plans.

This is one of the goals of the Waldorf phi-
losophy_

It was because of these philosophies that
Senior Ruth Vincent said she could not adjust to
Marian High School.

Vincent’s parents moved to Omaha her
sophomore year.

Before moving here, Vincent said she had
Spent roughly nine years at Waldorf schools

“"WALDORF

school phenomenon
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¢ ¢ Life is too short to
spend four years at
a place that doesn’t

work for you. ¢ o

across the United States. Making the transition

to a Catholic school was quite a change for her.
“It’s the right place for some people, but it

just didn’t work out for me, “ Vincent said.

She said she missed the very things most
important to the Waldorf philosophy.

The small community atmosphere, the per-
sonal attention from teachers and the deeper
emphasis on the arts were missing from her new
environment.

After a semester at Marian, Vincent said she
was unable to compromise any longer.

When first coming to Omaha she had
wanted to make it work, but now she knew that
it was simply too much of a stretch for her.

“Life is too short to spend four years at a
place that doesn’t work for you,” Vincent said.

At the Waldorf elementary schools she at-
tended, Vincent remembers a certain balance that
she felt her new school lacked.

She said she remembered gardening, artistry
and crafts, all of which Marian did not focus on.

She contacted someone from High Mowing
and, after she visited the school, Vincent knew
that she could stay at Marian no longer.

Vincent transferred to High Mowing her jun-
ior year.

Unlike public schools, Waldorf allows its in-
school faculty to set the school curriculum rather
than relying on an outside party.

This results in a school that is largely self-
governed, one of the main reasons High Mow-
ing and other Waldorf schools are so different
from a traditional public school.

Hughes said he feels the Waldorf School cur-
riculum addresses students in an appropriate
way.

Each year, teachers focus on teaching their
students a different developmental skill.

This is important to the philosophy.

Freshman year, studies are focused on ob-
servation and acknowledgement of the world.

Sophomore year focuses on comparing and
contrasting observations made in the freshman
year.

5§ @ —

This helps to enhance the skills learned the =
year before while encouraging a new and use- 5
ful skill at the same time. 52

Juniors are taught to think analytically, a skill g
that Hughes was afraid to introduce ata younger
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age so as to avoid cynicism.

Seniors are encouraged to use
original thinking and to be an indi-
vidual.

Hughes said during all four
years faculty members work on
training students’ imagination as
well as their intellect.

He knows he does not have all
of the answers, so he tries instead
to teach students to ask the right
questions.

Rather than teaching facts as
being right or wrong, Hughes said
they work with students until they
can come up with the questions
themselves.

Many times this method of
teaching involves deeper thought,
faith and believing in what you can-
not see. This is where the imagina-
tion comes in.

“The intellect tells you these are
the facts,” Hughes said. “The imagi-
nation asks what’s beyond these
facts.”

By incorporating art into the
student’s studies, Hughes is able to
further enhance the importance of
imagination and creativity.

They try to weave arts in and
out of the academic curriculum.

He said that Waldorf teachers

believe that teaching itself is an art
and they try to pass this message
on to their students.

“Every student takes an art
class at least once a day,” Hughes
said.

Classes at Waldorf schools are
small, averaging about ten to 15 stu-
dents in each.

Because of this, High Mowing
is able to maintain a small, commu-
nity-like atmosphere.

Students are supportive and
encouraging and many students
seek education outside of the class-
room.

Hughes said that many stu-
dents have tried to make the switch
from Waldorf Schools to a tradi-
tional education.

Very few, he said, do not return
to the Waldorf method of teaching.

Most of the complaints that he
hears about traditional schools are
very similar to Vincent’s com-
plaints.

Many said that the students
were insensitive and too material-
istic.

The conversations and topics
discussed in class were not deep or
intellectual. There was no apprecia-
tion for the arts.

Some students had trouble

dealing with a curriculum based on
teaching out of textbooks and test-
ing.
They would claim that they
missed the free thought and cre-
ative thinking associated with the
Waldorf way.

High Mowing students are en-
couraged to take advanced classes,
but there are no honors or advanced
placement classes offered at
Waldorf Schools.

“(Those) curriculums are de-
signed to teach to the test,” Hughes
said. “Our curriculum is designed
for discussion, thinking and writ-
ing.”

High Mowing does not use
textbooks.

Instead, primary sources are
used to teach students the informa-
tion they would have otherwise
gained.

Languages are taught through
experience and many of the other
classes are very hands on.

Hughes said recently a green-
house was added to the school
grounds as a gift. As a science
project, students will be working in
the greenhouse to make their own
meals and prepare organic foods.

Many other classes take class
field trips.

History classes travel to theac-
tual places where historic events
took place and naturalist classes
take wilderness trips to test their
acquired skills.

Vincent said she appreciated
the diverse nature of the school, the
non-conventional teaching meth-
ods and the personal relationship
she feels she has with her teachers

She feels that by being involved
with Waldorf School systems she
has more opportunities than sh
would have had otherwise.
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Though the transition from liv- late
ing at home with her parents 0 anc
moving into a boarding school OpF
difficult for her, Vincent said it wil
help her to be more prepared for her free
future transition to college. me

She said the school communit! pla
has made it easier to adjust to the
change. ang

Though the teaching method: Il iny
of the school were the main reascn: atte
that Vincent was drawn to it in th¢ har
first place, she said she doesh! to t
know much about the philosophies
behind them.

She said none of the student the
do. Perhaps it’s better that wa) lar
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Story By Douc MEics
PHoto By LUENINGHOENER

Like a fleeting interlude between a
symphony’s changing movements, junior Doug
Hageman'’s time at Central has begun to change
into a jumping off point for his own musical
career.

Having moved to Omaha from Virginia in
late September, Hageman enrolled at Central
and has participated in nearly every musical
vpportunity he has come across.

Hageman'’s taste includes everything from
tree-flowing jazz and blues, laidback reggae
melodies and hip-hop bass lines that he enjoys
plaving on his trombone and electric bass.

A member of the band, jazz band, orchestra
and basketball pep band, not to mention
nvolved in over 20 musical groups he has
ittempted to begin with friends at Central, it is
hard to image Hagemen without his devotion
o music.

But that used to be the case.

I Hageman began playing trombone while in
the fifth grade partly because it looked fun, but
largely because his father played it.

He went through the customary music
tlasses up until high school when he joined the
school’s band.

He enjoyed it to an extent, but nothing like
the interest sparked after his move.

His old school in Virginia had a top of the
line program which Hageman said he soon
learned was quite different than Central’s.

Strangely enough it’s what Hageman
referred to as Central’s “musical inadequacy”
compared to his old school that really sparked
his musical interest

“Earlier in my life it was just something I
did, but it wasn’t something I was really into.
But now I'm really into it and it’s a much bigger
partof my life,” Hageman said. “Since I came to
Omabha, it's all I have left. | don’t know why, but
I started to become much more focused after
coming here.”
~ Because Central’s program required more
independent practice, Hageman said the most
likely reason he really began to appreciate the
music he could produce was because he was
working so much more with his instruments.

Now Hageman is set on becoming a
professional musician.

Although he hasn’t played anywhere in
Omaha, (due to inability to assemble a band) he
said that Omaha is a great place for younger
Mmusicians to develop.

Back in Virginia, he said thatall of the venues
around where he lived were large and didn’t

I wresas -~

Aalwawve haoan a miyran:

Musician uses Central to jumpstart future career

Hageman said that he wants to inspire people with his music.

“] want to make music for the people, so when | say | want to sell 1 out | mean
I want people who are not necessarily interested in the local scene to become
interested,” he said.

cater to lesser-known performers and smaller
audiences like those in Omaha.

Hageman said his main goal as a musician
is to sell out.

Rather than the conventional context of the
term, he said he wants to accommodate listeners
as well as enlighten them, to a degree.

“I’'m into music for the music. If I make
music for a living, | want to make music for the
people, so when I say I want to sell [ out I mean
I want people who are not necessarily interested
in the local scene to become interested.”

In the meantime, he plans on eventually
going to college and possibly joining the armed
forces where he could play in the band and
maintain a steady occupation in music.

Music is what he wants to make out of his

life.

It happens to be one of the things that
shaped his life at Central as soon as he enrolled

“I think it's (music) definitely helped my
transition from Virginia to Omaha. If you're in
the band it’s a lot easer to be accepted than if
you're not. It's a lot easer than having to go out
and meet people,” he said.

Music is becoming a doorway for his life.
Hageman said he found music remarkable
because of its universality.

Itis a universality that can be applied in any

environment. =
Hageman learned this first hand in a move 5
from Virginia to Omaha. 5
Most likely, it will prove the same as he =
transitions, once again, after graduation. [ "
19
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Choosing a path after college is almos!
like a game. With so many options avail
able, some people try to experience 35
many as possible, maybe by having 2
job while attending college, or taking 2
year off to earn some money in the
workforce.
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When the last bell rings on May 14, hun-

dreds of Central seniors will walk out of

school with one big question: What now?
The answer is different for everyone, but it
should always be an informed decision.

Alternatives to College

StoRrY BY DANIELLE ROLLINS

Although there are careers that
do not require a four-year degree,
there are only a select few occupa-
tions that do not require some sort
of education or minimal training,
career counselor Cathy Hanrahan
said.

She said most students who do
not attend college usually end up
in another type of training or edu-
cational program for their career.

“There is not a lot any more that
you can get into without any train-
ing,” Hanrahan said.

She said many of the business
and marketing programs encourage
students to partake in internships.

Many students, she said, do not
take advantage of the apprentice
programs offered by many occupa-
tions in construction.

Apprentice programs can in-
clude steamfitting, roofing, plumb-
ing and painting as well as many
others.

Hanrahan said these programs
set employees up to follow a worker
on the job during the day, learning
through hands-on work and on the
job training,.

Hanrahan said this situation
lacks the structure and time com-
mitment necessary for a four-year
institution, which many students
may find appealing.

“If that is an area a student is
interested in you can get good train-
ing and have a good career,” she
said.

Another option Hanrahan
mentioned was the field of cosme-
tology. This field, she said, also re-
quires minimum training and edu-

cation, but, like an apprentice pro-
gram, it is not as structured as a
four-year university.

She said there are many mini-
mum wage and entry level posi-
tions our there that are available for
students right out of high school .

These jobs, however, may not
fulfill the needs of an employee
looking for a career. Often they do
not pay as well as other options.

“To go right into a field of work
and start making good money is not
much of a reality as we would like
to think,” she said.

The only possibility for a stu-
dent to maintain a good-paying oc-
cupation without first attending
any sort of school or training would
be to start at an entry level position
and work up to a management po-
sition.

This option, however, is becom-
ing less and less of a reality.

Because of the way the
economy is today, Hanrahan said,
many educated workers are with-
out jobs.

This results in workers with
diplomas taking jobs that would
normally go to uneducated work-
ers.

“With the job market the way
it is now, many people are looking
for work,” she said.

Hanrahan said the best possible
option for students is to prepare
themselves to be what she called
“lifelong learners.”

This, she said, will prepare stu-
dents to change jobs several times
in the future and to find an occupa-
tion that works for them. 1]
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G Does UNO ootk ok ofwelght o the GPA o Meridardized s

scores of a student? Why or why not" Has UNO always been like
this?

A: Since the University of Nebraska admissions requirements were
adopted beginning in the Fall of 1997, the core classes, GPA, class
rank and test scores have been primary factors in the admissions
process. The high school GPA is the best indicator of whether or not
a student will be successful in college. Test scores are used more in
the scholarship process, but we do look at test scores as well. Stu-
dents should take the ACT and SAT tests as many times as possible
to score the best they possibly can. Taking the ACT one time and
scoring a 16 or 17 is not good. I want to encourage people to take
the test as many times as possible and get the best score they can.

Q: What are some ways of the best ways students can get their ap-
plications noticed?

A: We consider all applications the same. Get good grades in high
school, get your 16 core classes and get the best ACT or SAT score

'_poasbleandyou'nbemgoodshapeateUNOmahaoranywhere
youwantlaogotocollege s :

TNOT ‘0T HNVIAT

(]






T TR — VAR . | | RSN TR alwave heen a civens TF vann adoeiad
e

In order to accurately describe the process of AIDS testing, an EDGE reporter followed
a Central student to the Nebraska AIDS Project while he went through the test. The
following is a firsthand description of the process.

- t

' Senior Adam Handlos knows he could not possi-
| bly have HIV.

He has only had sex with one person and plans
to keep it that way. However he has been intimate
with two other people.

He always uses protection.

He has never tried intravenous drugs.

He knows his partner’s history.

He just wants to know for sure.

Story by Danielle Rollins
Graphics by Lueninghoener, Connor Meigs
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A quick look at AIDS

1981: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
diagnoses the first cases of AIDS-related diseases in young gay men.

1982: The CDC formally establishes the term “Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)” and identifies four risk factors associ-
ated with AIDS: male homosexuality, intravenous drug abuse, Haitian
origin and Hemophilia A.

1983: The CDC adds female sexual partners of men with AIDS as
the fifth risk group. Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is
identified as the cause of AIDS.

198S5: After being prohibited from attending school because he has
AIDS, Indiana teenager Ryan White advocates against discrimination
or stigma associated with AIDS. The Food and Drug Administration
approves the first HIV antibody test. HIV screening of blood dona-
tions begins in the United States.

1989: Ryan White dies. Congress creates the National Commission
on AIDS

1991.: Star Basketball player, Earvin “Magic” Johnson, announces
that he is HIV-positive.

1992: AIDS becomes the leading cause of death among men be-
tween the ages of 25 and 44. Tennis star Arthur Ashe announces that
he has AIDS.

1994: AIDS becomes the number one cause of death for all Ameri-
can between the ages of 25 to 44. The Public Health Service recom-
mends that HIV-positive pregnant women use AZT to reduce mother-
to-child transmission. Pedro Zamora, a young gay man living with
AIDS, appears in the cast of MTV’s popular show, “The Real World.”
He dies later this year at age 22.

1995: The Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),
and organization that oversees the efforts of seven UN programs
focusing on AIDS, is established.

1996: The FDA approves the viral load test, which measures the
amount of HIV in blood. The number of new AIDS diagnoses de-
clines for the first time in the history of the pandemic. Evidence of the
efficacy of Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART) is

» presented.

1997: AIDS-related deaths in the US decline by more than 40%
compared to 1996 rates, largely as a result of antiretroviral therapies.

2000: US and UN Security Councils declare HIV /AIDS a security
threat. President Clinton implements the Millennium Vaccine Initia-
tive to develop vaccines for HIV, TB and malaria. UNAIDS, WHO
and other health groups join with pharmaceutical manufacturers to
discuss price decreases for AIDS drugs in developing countries.

2001: The UN General Assembly, under the leadership of UN

Secretary-General Kofi Annan, convenes a special session to discuss
HIV/AIDS.

2002-2010: Establishing a global AIDS fund with a target of $10
billion per year.

Information Courtesy of the Nebraska Aids Project
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That’s why Adam is here. He’s gathern
up courage to step inside the Nebraska Al
Project and get tested. ;

We walk inside and sign in. We only hafi
to provide our first names. They hand hin@
brochure with a ten digit number on it.

Adam looks calm and collected. He doest|ih
seem very nervous.

“I don’t have much to worry about becz:g
I've only had sex with one person,” he says. i

We sit down for a while and a counse/ig
comes to greet us. She shakes his hand and la_k. __
him through a door that reads “Counselr
Room B.” .

She sits down in a chair across from him /g,
a file folder full of information. )

She starts going over some informationi
him. She shows him a white piece of paper
explains the difference between anonymousd-ge
confidential testing. i !

Adam opts for anonymous. He signs®
form, but not his own name. B

She starts asking him questions fromabré il
orange sheet and writes down his answiig;
What is his age, birthday, ethnicity, how !
learned about the ability to get a test at the
braska AIDS Project and some of the risks ie 38
taken. _

The questions seem kind of embarra:
and personal, but Adam answers them tru
and without discomfort. She praises him "
responsibility. He uses protection and he®
been monogamous. iy

She asks Adam how he could reduce his™
of getting HIV. They agree that him Stay T I
monogamous is the best option for him. | i

Aside from that, she asks him how HI' i e
transmitted. He answers it right: semen %
nal fluid, blood and breast feeding. ;

Since it’s first diagnosis in 1981, HIV-rela®
diseases have reached epidemic levels. Beca®™
of the stigmas HIV acquired in its early !‘tai:;
many are convinced they could never act®
contract the disease. -

Jill Jeffrey, the director of education at
Nebraska AIDS Project, said that's why 1
300,000 people living with AIDS are unaw?
that they are infected. .

Jeffrey said she began working with :[\
AIDS project because she was convinced f
was preventable. }

She said she wanted to help the general ]
lic to realize that the disease is easily contr®™
and that there are ways to avoid it. N

When HIV began to spread many F"“;}_;l
thought it was only possible for homosext™
be infected. el

When HIV first began 20 years ago: “_"]'
mainly among gay, white men,” Jeffrey '""_:
“The public has the perception it's about ™
you are, [but] it’s about what you do.”

After females and heterosexual ™
started to contract the disease, doctors b‘r

warning people of the possibility that he!®"
sexuals could contract the disease as well.

After someone contracts HIV, it may tak "' i

1 male
]
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ten years for symptoms to appear.

This fools many into believing that they are
pt actually sick when, in reality, the virus is al-
hys active.

AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syn-
ome) is the fatal disease that is caused by HIV.
IS changes DNA so that the body is no longer
ple to fight infection.

This causes the body to be unable to defend
belf against diseases such as kaposi’s sartoma
ncer or taxoplasmosis, both of which are eas-
'spread and fatal.

The patient contracts AIDS when the T cell
punt drops below a certain number and the vi-
I burden becomes increasingly high.

Jeffrey said some people start to feel better
d sometimes the disease can be treated, but
ere is no cure.

“You never go back to HIV after AIDS,”

e said.

Patients do not actually die of AIDS, rather
¢ disease shuts the body down and makes it
IInerable to what are called “opportunistic
seases.”

Because the patient’s immune system is so
vastated by the virus, the diseases become
adly.

Jeffrey said that right now there are four
asses of drugs used on AIDS patients. The
rugs all go through the same pattern; they
fork, don’t or work and then fail.

Though the drugs will not cure AIDS, they
o fight off the opportunistic diseases.

Jeffrey said that many of the symptoms
IDS victims suffer are side effects of the medi-
ition. Patients may experience sores, night
veats, diarrhea and fatigue.

“People get sick of AIDS, not because of
DS itself, but because of medication or oppor-
mistic diseases,” Jeffrey said. “People do not

1 Early phase of infection 2

Phases of the HIV Vll‘LlS

die of AIDS itself.”

She said that, since many are unaware that
they have the disease, spreading it is becoming
easier and easier. People who are contagious and
do not know it spread it to others who then
spread it to others and so on.

Which, of course, is why it is so important
to be tested.

The last day Adam was at risk was in Feb-
ruary. It has been about a month since he has
had sex. The counselor explains that after 25
days, his body would have made enough HIV
antibodies to be detected in the test.

She talks about him potentially coming back
to get retested after three months, six at the most.

If Adam’s test comes back positive, then he
has to make some choices. He can either have a
counselor contact his former partners to suggest
they get tested, or he can contact them himself.

He doesn’t think he will have to make that
choice.

He has been in a monogamous relationship
on and off for about two years and hopes to
marry her.

The counselor finishes asking him questions
and explains how the test worked. A blood test
is not necessary any more. This test is cheaper
and easier to take, not to mention the fact that it
is 99.76 percent accurate. Adam is pleased.

“The whole getting tested is not very hard...
I would much rather avoid blood tests,” he said.

She pulls open a plastic packet and holds it
toward him.

Adam pulls the little baby blue plastic stick
out of the pouch. On the end is a piece of what
seems like gauze.

He puts it in his mouth between his gum
and cheek and bites down on the stick a little
bit.

He mumbles that he isn’t very nervous, and

alwave heen a ociven: Tf wan P SRy S |

the three minutes ticks down on the timer.

The timer beeps and Adam pulls the stick
out of his mouth.

“Ick.” He mumbles and makes a disgusted
face as the counselor hands him a mint. “It’s
bitter.”

She breaks part of the blue stick off and sticks
the sponge into a small plastic vial. She puts a
sticker on it that matches the number on Adam’s
brochure.

She hands him the vial and a piece of paper
with his number on it and some basic informa-
tion about him.

She asks him to check the numbers to make
sure he gets the right results when he comes
back.

He hands back the sheet and vial after ap-
proving the numbers. She thanks us and we are
free to leave.

He thanks her and shakes her hand and
walks outside.

“I am kind of more concerned now,” Adam
said.

Going through the test made him think
about the possibility that it may come back posi-
tive, but his chances are incredibly slim.

He trusts his lovers and believes that he has
made responsible choices, but he can’t wait to
get the results back.

“Now that it’s done, I'm like, ‘I gotta wait a
week’,” Adam said.

Adam doesn’t mind waiting. He knows that
the results will help him make better choices.

When Adam tells people that he is HIV nega-
tive, he wants to be sure.

He always uses protection, that will never
change. He trusts his partners.

But when it comes to his health, Adam needs
to know. E]

Layne Gabriel contributed to this story

How the virus that causes

AIDS infects the body

HIV virus enters the body
. through red blood cells and attacks
the immune system made up of
white blood cells and helper T-cells.

The virus attaches to the white
blood cells and T-cells on their sur
faces via membrane receptors, as
" the diagram shows.

The surface is then broken open
and the HIV virus infects the im-
mune system, in turn disabling the
immune system through the T- cells
and white blood cells.

Without T-cells to fight other
viruses, diseases are allowed to
pass into the body.

Because the immune system is
unable to function, the body dies
from a disease separate from HIV,

« such as pneumonia.
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Story By Douc MEics
ILLUSTRATION BY LUENINGHOENER

Add one 30-hour work week to 40 hours alread
at school. Add a few kids and no time to gel o
thing done. It all equals out to one teacher, two o
and a barely- balanced account.

“Living from pay check to pay check, we have s
really careful with what we buy. We don’t buy a lot ot !
things we would like to,” Central teacher Amanda Karpts

“A lot of macaroni and cheese was eaten.”

Karpf, who teaches biology and earth science, works
second full-time job at the Marriott’s Internet dcp.ii'[mt'!‘-i
though Karpf said that the Marriott is her first second ot
is a welcomed sacrifice. _

She is just now able to take the time for a second [o!
light of her three children’s’ transition to and through "
lege. Before such an “opportunity” didn’t exist for he!
Karpf decided 11 years ago that as a recenthy &
vorced, single parent, she wanted to become a teach
Her plan was to have a similar work schedule as f
children’s school day so she could support her famit
while parenting her children. :

“There were times when there just wasn't vnuu;i
money to go around every month,” Karpf said. O
times, given her limited salary, she was forced to Jug=*
funds, picking and choosing one bill to pay off and

another.

As a single-income family, Karpf said that some =
rifices had to be made to make ends meet. Where um-v.-'|‘-.L
had to sacrifice financial luxury and leisure, she now =
rifices much of her time to supplement her paycheck.

“Alot of teachers have a spouse so they already ilhl“l'
two incomes in their household. One salary really 15"
enough to live comfortably while teaching. Frankly, I'm st*
prised the young teachers stay with it,” Karpf said. ‘

Amanda Beery, one of Central’s younger teachers o
so, like so many teachers, by working a second job, }1.“'111;:

tutored for the past few years as well as worked for?

: time at the World Market, an organic foods store-
B On one occasion, Beery who happens to P¢ :
& math teacher, was even questioned by an impati¢"

customer who wondered whether she require
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elp using percentages at the checkout.

Initially she said she had to work part-time
ut of necessity. Her first teaching job did not
ay enough for her to get by on her own. She
eeded the money. Today, it is primarily for ad-
itional funds.

Educators across Nebraska seem to always
ave a financial burden. The method in which
10st chose to support part of that weight is
hrough a second job, OPS school board presi-
lent John Langan said.

“There have been very few teachers I've
nown in my career who did not have some type
Fsecond job,” Langan said. “They are few and
ar between.”

Since Langan became involved in the
Jmaha education environment, he has reached
1 general consensus about teacher pay

“Itis deplorable,” he said.

Over the past 32 years of his career, Langan,
ow a teachers’ trainer at UNO, has witnessed
he educational environment evolve.
~ He himself painted houses in his time off
rom teaching at a local area elementary school
before his current occupation), where he said
¢ was paid very little.

Because Langan said he wanted to improve
lis condition, he decided to go back to school.
From that point on he has steadily improved his
place in Omaha’s educational community.

The only way Langan said he was able to
1o so was by going back to school, something
he said that more and more teachers are having
fo do.

In a similar situation, Karpf began her teach-
ng at Monroe middle school, barely making
tnough to manage everyday finances before
tventually heading to Central.

“It’s not the easiest job. There’s a lot of pres-
sures in teaching, but I love the job. It's different
“very day. I have two bachelor’s degrees and a
Mmaster’s degree. | often think that if | were in
another profession I could be making a lot more,
maybe four times,” she said.

Despite confessions of fatigue, Karpf admits
that she truly does like school, and unlike many
teachers, even enjoys her second job; stating that
she doesn’t feel like she has to go out and do
drudge work.

Her second job provides the necessary ad-
ditional funds, while teaching offers job secu-
rity and the ability to work with young people
M a school environment.

“It enables me to get my kids the things they
might not normally have. If an emergency pops
up I can actually handle it. Before it was terrible,”

¢It’'s not the easiest job, there’s a lot of

pressures in teaching. But | love the job.
| often think that if | were in another pro-
fession | could be making a lot more.9 9

she said.

The work also provides her with vacation
time and full-time benefits.

Karpf said that she really loves teaching.
However, she wishes it were more admired. Be-
cause teachers make so little money compared
to other occupations, many young people might
have a less favorable opinion of the job compared
to something that appears more glamorous.

At least she knows her children feel that way.

“Compared to the degree of preparation
needed in other fields teachers should be mak-
ing substantially more,” Langan said. “I see it
from two perspective, as a member of the school
board and a teacher trainer. We are losing people
because of salaries.”

Since Langan began teaching, he said start-
ing salaries have gone up a bit.

However, compared to the rest of the
economy, he said it is drastically behind the
times. Upon his graduation the average salary
was $23,000.

“I think that the general status of teacher pay
has bothered me since I've been involved in
teacher education. It’s just meeting the day to
day needs that makes being a teacher most dif-
ficult,” he said “You don’t see many new cars in
these parking lots.”

Langan said that even if you take the me-
dian range of salaries and spread them across
every teacher’s salary, it would be reasonable.
Especially when you're in the bottom quartile
of salaries. Langan said that he thinks it's a rea-
sonable expectation.

“If you just took that number, we're talking
about a big raise to all the teachers in the state of
Nebraska. I don’t think even if they got that
they’d be overpaid,” he said.

For Karpf, taking a second job was an ad-
justment. Even her reasons for becoming a
teacher were an adjustment after her divorce. At
times teaching can be a major burden, but Karpf
said in the end it is worthwhile.

Little things happen that make a teacher
know this is the right thing that she should be
doing,.

“At the end of the day | feel that I've helped
someone,” she said.

Having just one kid’s positive comment
Karpf said she knows that she’s made a positive
impact. As for teaching, she said she doesn’t
know how much longer she will continue.

“ At least another ten years, maybe another
15. 1 can’t say what life is going to do in the mean-
time. Life circumstances sometimes change your
plans,” Karpf said. I |
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statistics

NATIONAL TEACHING FACTS

- 2.2 million teachers will be needed in the next
ten years.

- By 2008 national public schooling will ex-
ceed 54 million students, an increase of 2 mil-
lion.

STATUS OF YOUNG NEBRASKAN TEACHERS

-Nebraska graduates 1500 teacher college students
each year.

-25% of which went to private sector for higher
pay.

-25% moved to other states.

-63% Nebraska’s teaching graduates pursued a ca-
reer in teaching.

-Only 555 teachers stayed in Nebraska public
schools.

-More than 1,000 teachers will be eligible for re-
tirement each year over the next ten years,

AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES IN
THE MIDWEST

Colorado
Beginning: $24,867
Average: $38,827

Kansas
Beginning: $22,445
Average: $38,527

owa
Beginning: $22,475
Average: $35,791

Missouri
Beginning: $24,125
Average: $35,656

Wyoming
Beginning: $22,230
Average: $34.300

Nebraska
Beginning: $21,949
Average: $33,473

South Dakota
Beginning: $20,340
Average: $29,145

Information Courtesy of
the Center for Teachers Statistics

TEACHER PAY
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© 6 I do think she knew she was ready to die. She packed up the last time

she went to jewelry class and took all her work and materials. She had
always left them. She must have felt she was not coming back. 9 9

Above: Zenaide’s depiction of an Omaha skyline at sunset.
Right: A self portrait of Zenaide Luhr.

Story BY Douc MEIGS
PAINTINGS BY ZENAIDE LUHR

She faced life head on, even in death.

Zenaide Luhr was never a Mz. or Ms, just Zenaide. The former
Central art teacher was one of those people who only needed one name
to be remembered.

With a sparkle in her eyes, the small nonthreatening elderly
woman’s voice would burst with a deafening holler that was all her
OwWn.

Her appearance wasn't particularly unique, but her character was
a giant contained in a body with a minuscule frame and grayed, thin
hair.

Just as Zenaide had lived each day of her life, she was indepen-
dent up until her final days, a choice her friends said Zenaide con-
sciously made.

“Her death wasn’t really suicide, but it was definitely intentional,”
said Doris Burgess, one of Zenaide’s close friends. “She just stopped
eating.”

L i E,
e

Zenaide was always independent.

Having never married, she lived alone with no family other th*"
her sister in Missouri. Yet, in her 86 years on Earth, she amassed coun®
less ties to innumerable quantities of students, artists and acquaint®
ces from all walks of life.

And all the people she had made a connection with while on Earth
flocked together in the hundreds to pay tribute to an artist, mentor "
friend who stood so distinctly apart, yet attuned to the world.

She died mid-January in a hospital bed. :

She looked very peaceful, described Burgess, who had been 2 el
low art teacher at Central as well as a tenant in the same apartme”
complex as Zenaide. -

Burgess, who had stayed close to Zenaide since their first introd ”‘;
tion 42 years ago while they were both teaching at Central, said 5
wasn’t surprised when Zenaide passed away. :

She said Zenaide had been growing increasingly tired, as if her time
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¢ € Zenaide was fully Zenaide wherever she
was. Whenever you were with her she
made a very strong impression and you
didn’t need to meet her more than once

to know that

was up and she knew it.

Suffering from Dementia, an aging disorder,
Zenaide was gradually losing fragments of her
memory. She was losing her sense of taste, Bur-
gess said.

Flavor, a part of life that Zenaide had such a
great appreciation for and that truly represented
her uniqueness, was vanishing.

Burgess said that Zenaide just didn’t want
to live that way.

She said Zenaide just didn’t want to eat any-
more, almost as if the effort wasn’t worth it.

“I do think she knew she was ready to die.
She packed up the last time she went to jewelry
class and took all her work and materials.”

She had always left them before.

“Some [classmates] had mentioned she must
have felt she was not coming back,” Burgess said.

All the tools she had used over countless
years of artistic creation, the ones that became
an extension of herself, were retired.

Zenaide had always been active up until her
very end.

She walked two miles a day and was in great
physical health.

Burgess said that she had never even known
Zenaide to have gone to a hospital once until
September before her death.

She was in clubs and organizations. She was
an active member of the art community and did
quite a bit of traveling, Marcia Joffe-Buska, an
artist friend from the Artists’ Co-op Gallery
downtown, said.

“It was very difficult for her because she
never depended on anyone. I imagine it was very
hard for her.” Buska said. “She expressed the
notion that her parents died at this age and she
would also. Much like Zenaide lived her life this
was a choice of hers to end her life now.”

When she started not eating, Buska said it
was a conscious choice.

Buska had become close with Zenaide after
they worked on the Co-op gallery’s hanging
committee, arranging shows, since she joined in
1978.

Zenaide worked in everything from
silkscreen to stone, with her main interests be-
ing woodcuts and jewelry.

Buska said Zenaide’s work was always very
unique. She took a point of reference that was

AW |
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definitely her own, producing very unusual
asymmetrical jewelry as well as distinctive se-
ries of manhole cover rubbings that she created
from various manholes she found throughout
Omabha.

“Every year that she would do a show at
the gallery she would have a different theme for
her work,” Buska said. “I always felt she had a
very interesting design sense. She was a very ac-
complished very independent person I always
felt she did what she wanted to do.”

Zenaide didn’t compromise much, Buska
said, noting that she continued producing art up
until her last year alive.

She even continued teaching art after retire-
ment.

Just last year she worked with an adult
woman each week, teaching her how to weld.
She loved passing on her own aesthetic appre-
ciation to her pupils

“She was completely involved with art. Art
was the most important thing in her life. She
could see art anywhere,” Buska said.

Everywhere Zenaide went she would pick
up on the uniqueness of her setting.

She would look at nature and pick up art
along the way. It came naturally to her.

On her travels she would take photographs
and slides to bring back to share with her art
classes, or after retirement, for her own enjoy-
ment.

She traveled all across the world, Burgess
said. During the 1970s she traveled through the
Middle East despite the political strife.

Once she was even jailed in Turkey for a
short period after making, what Burgess said the
law must have interpreted as a disturbance.

Her travels continued to locations includ-
ing Machu Picchu, the Amazon, Mediterranean,
Mongolia and Russia.

Zenaide was driven by an independent de-
sire to see everything wherever she went.

“Zenaide was fully Zenaide wherever she
was,” Burgess said. “Whenever you were with
her she made a very strong impression and you
didn’t need to meet her more than once to know
that.”

In class, Zenaide’s voice would boom across
the then open art room. Burgess said her ten-
dency towards vocal projection made Zenaide a
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presence any student was aware of.

Zenaide loved teaching. She began in th
1953-54 school year, finally retiring in 1977, hea
of the art department at Central and Tech High
before.

Bob Willits, former pupil of Zenaide's tumé
artist and art teacher at Creighton Prep, said thi
Zenaide's teaching gave him the educationd
techniques he uses to teach his own art classs

Willits remembers Zenaide as a teacher b
also as a personal associate whom he becan
friends with after he himself became an ind
pendent artist ten years after high school.

“Once you got to know her she was a kin
person,” he said. “She was extremely fair. She
came off a little gruff, but I really think she cared
about every student she ever had.”

At her funeral many of such students e
and showed their respects along with frien®
and faculty, including former princip_al Dr
Gaylord Moller, who spoke on her behalt. Thes
shared anecdotes of her life.

Everyone seemed to learn something abo”
her life. For much of those in attendance, ¢
had a chance to intermingle with the all the dit
ferent individuals Zenaide had come into &
tact with in her life.

For those who hadn’t met Zenaide until 2
in her life, they had the opportunity to se¢ P
tures of her when she was young,. _

Hundreds of people gathered in attendan®
at the memorial as well as at a special show/"é
of Zenaide’s work at the Co-op. Many of the P
tures were from the portraits Zenaide sat 0"

Rather than any great sorrowful experienc
the memorial was a tribute to her spirit. -

Zenaide was not religious, so Buska sa!
was how she was celebrated. i

All the different people from all of Ze:wde:
different circles gathered as strangers, united
share her unusual life. "

Willits remembered days on Centrals un"
conditioned fourth floor with Zenaide scar™
unsuspecting students to death with her d¢
ening holler.

Buska remembers Zenaide telling of the :
a group of hoodlum boys had been ft"“t“f'mhi‘
Zenaide to her apartment downtown one n'!%‘r

She knew they were there, so Zena'®
waited until they were about four feet l‘t‘hm"_
her and then turned around and began s¢ reaft
ing at them.

The kids scattered. .

Burgess remembers her good friend call?”:
at night just to point out the beautiful color¢
the sky. ’

One can imagine her looking out at the -‘“t'
ting sun and clamoring over the phone .1bm{~'
how the bright purplish hue of the clouds &
cent the dark magenta of the sky so nicely:

A stalwart figure of independence, 5"
would watch the dying day in the face of hﬁ
own life’s sunset.
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Kristen

KRUGER

tory By Doug Meigs
hotos By Faith Lynn

A gunshot rings out from a
aze of chlorine and humidity. The
owd erupts with school pride.
anatic cheers of support follow

immers as they leap off their
farting blocks into the pool, thus
eginning the state swim meet.

Senior Kristen Kruger planned
N attending, maybe even
wimming in the Lincoln

ompetition for her first and last
ime, having made alternate for
entral’s 200m medley relay.

It may not have seemed like a
ig deal, especially considering
ruger is the only senior on the
¢lay. But when it’s taken into
tcount that this year was her first
tar swimming since seventh
srade, the situation takes a different
ight,

However, Kruger never hyped
t up in her mind. For her,

K

swimming was just a way to get
into shape for the upcoming soccer
season. Rather than run circles
around Central’s halls, Kruger said
she much preferred swimming; a
sport she once excelled at, (and even
won the 200m freestyle race at the
city meet during her last year of
competition).

It was hard for Krueger to come
onto a team that had been together
for four years. Being a senior made
the transition even more difficult.
She said it was hard at first but she
adjusted quickly, primarily because
up until junior high she had been
in the water as long as she had
played soccer. And she has played
soccer as long as she can remember.

“At first it was a little bit
different because everyone knew
each other. But I knew a lot of
people on the team so it wasn’t that

swim team holds every week.
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In her first year swimming at
Central, it was unusual that
Kruger made the team, let alone
made alternate to state.

difficult,” Kruger said.

This year, she said the
swimming season was a means to
an end, both for conditioning and
socialization. She may not have
made it on the final relay, but so
what? It was never her goal.

“It was a lot of fun. I met new
people and I had something to do
with my time that was worthwhile
and my parents actually approved
of,” she said. “It’s fun because
usually you wouldn’t really
associate with the younger classes,
but playing sports with all age
groups makes you aware of
different people at school.”

If it weren’t for swimming,
Kruger said she would have most
likely just wasted her time at home
or have been obligated to run for
conditioning (which she said she
hated). In addition to her soccer

ruger practices her favorite stroke, the butterfly, during one of the many practices the

training via the pool, Kruger was
also a member of an indoor soccer
team that plays on weekends.

Trying to be fit for the
upcoming soccer season, Kruger
plans to be in shape for her role as
Central’s goalie. Kruger said soccer
is her sport and she takes it
seriously. Seriously enough to
spend two hours a day in a pool
with what she mentioned as the
sport’s unfortunate side-effects; dry,
messed up hair and unshaven legs.

“It’s been nice, but I'm kind of
worried about it because with
swimming it’s a lot of upper body
strength but with soccer it’s not,”
she said.

Kruger said she never returned
to swimming with any thought of
competition in mind.

She had been told that
swimming would help her asthma,
so she thought it seemed like a good
idea. When she had a chance to
swim at state, competition
remained a non-issue.

She said that all she wanted to
do was go down to Lincoln and
cheer her team on to victory,
whether participating or not.

“It [this year] was fun. | kind
of regretted quitting because |
thought if  hadn’t of quit maybe I'd
have made state or done better this
year,” she said. ” But it was kind of
a relief to come back.”

Her senior year, Kruger
returned to a sport once a major
part of her life.

Krueger said she learned “ if
you do quit something you can
always come back to it.” 1
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LEODIS

FLOWERS

STORY BY TROY SCHULTE

PHotos CourTeEsY oF UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA

It’s been over a decade since then
University of Nebraska running backs
coach Frank Solich took a trip over to
Leodis Flowers” Lincoln apartment
and gave him the bad news: he was
no longer a member of one of the best
college football programs in the
country.

Flowers, who had played four
years of varsity football at Central
before graduating in 1987, had missed
a couple of practices prior to the 1991
Citrus Bowl due to what he called,
personal issues. And because of that
Nebraska’s leading rusher during the
1990 season carried the ball just once
in a 45-10 loss to Georgia Tech.

At the time Flowers was
disappointed he didn’t play much,
but tried to view it as a wake up call.
He planned his next season, his senior
season, was going to be different. He
was just coming off of a junior year in
which he split time with two other
backs, but still managed to rush for
almost 1,000 yards.

1991 was supposed to be his year,
he was supposed to be the feature
back.

But during summer workouts
and the beginning of fall practice in
August of 1991 those personal issues
came up again and again he started

missing practices. That’s when Solich
paid him a visit.

He wasn’t too surprised when he
heard a knock at his door and saw
who it was. He was more surprised
with what he said. Prior to that day,
Flowers had some conversations with
head coach Tom Osborne about his
personal problems and told him he
needed time to get control of them.
But instead, Solich gave him an
ultimatum.

“I thought he was coming over to
just see what was going on [with his
personal issues],” Flowers said.

At the time though, he really
wasn’t too concerned, football was far
from the top of his list of priorities.

“I had a lot of personal issues I
was dealing with,” Flowers said.
“Sometimes you have to take care of
them. We're all human.”

Actually, he wasn't dealing with
a lot of personal issues, just one.

On Feb. 1, 1991 Flower’s
girlfriend gave birth to his daughter
Jasmyne and Flowers had a decision
to make. Either dedicate his life to
football, or take care of his daughter.

“With me being a father and
going to school at the same time, | had
to take priorities. At the time my
personal life was more important,”

Left: Leodis Flowers turns upfield against Oklahmoa State while
playing for University of Nebraska Lincoln during his glory days.
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¢ 61 think 1 never reached my full potential.
| think as a running back you have to touch
the ball 20 to 30 times to have an impact

on the game. 99

Flowers said.

In that discussion Solich told Flowers he
would do anything he could to help him out and
mentioned he still had the option of transferring.

Flowers did make a half-hearted attempt to
continue his career, but after attending two NFL
camps he decided his passion for football was
no longer there.

So after playing a sport that he loved for
more than a decade, Flowers walked away.

At the young age of 21, the same guy who
once ran over Council Bluffs Thomas Jefferson
High School for six touchdowns in a single
game, the same guy who scored three
touchdowns in Central’s only state
championship game, the same guy who was a
first team USA Today All-American his senior
year was done with the game.

He was done with championship hopes,
early morning practices and memorizing all
sorts of plays.

He was going to be a good father to his
daughter, he decided.

And that’s what he did. But giving up what
had been his passion for so long was in no way
easy to do.

During that confusing time in his life,
Flowers would like to remember his days as a
Central running back, when life wasn’t so
difficult and football was fun.

When Flowers first arrived at Central in the
fall of 1983 he was immediately put on the
varsity team.

His freshman year most of his playing time
came on the JV team, but he suited up for the
varsity games.

Then his sophomore year, though he was
still playing behind All-State running back
Bernard Jackson, Flowers had the most
enjoyable seasons of his career.

The 1984 season was one of the most
interesting seasons ever for the Central High
football team.

A player fainted from heat stroke at one of
the first practices of the season, and then in the
middle of the season, they almost had to forfeit
four games for using an ineligible player.

Despite all the drama, Flowers and the
Eagles were still one of the best teams in the state.
They lost just one game in the season to Omaha
Gross.

After that loss Central went on a tear and
eventually found themselves in the state
championship game against Omaha Burke.

Going into the game Flowers knew he
would carry the ball a few times, but most of
his time would come on special teams, returning

kicks and punts.

“I can remember being real nervous,” he
said.

And those nerves caught up with him in the
first half. He fumbled the opening kickoff which
the Bulldogs turned into a touchdown.

Then on the ensuing kickoff, he fumbled
again.

And again Burke got into the end zone. After
the first quarter Burke led 14-0.

By that point in the game, Flowers was the
guy who put 14 points on the scorebaord.
Unfortunately, none of those 14 points were for
the right team.

Flowers remembers standing on the
sidelines at Memorial Stadium thinking that if
the Eagles couldn’t somehow find a way to make
a comeback, he would be responsible.

“At first but I figured it was early enough in
the game to where we had time to come back,”
he said.

And they did come back.

Flowers and the rest of the Eagles blew up
in the second half and with the help of a punt
returned for a touchdown in the third quarter
by Flowers and two other scores from him, the
Eagles routed Burke 34-14.

That made Central High School the only
OPS school to capture a state championship in
football since the playoff format was adopted in
1975.

After the 1984 season, Jackson graduated
and it was Flowers’ turn to be the main guy.

But the next two seasons didn’t come close
to comparing to the 1984 state championship
team.

Despite 7-2 records both years, Flowers
never gotback into the playoffs. Those two years
were especially disappointing because he
thought they had what it took to repeat what
the 1984 team did.

“There are some teams now that get into the
playoffs with a losing record. We were 7-2 both
years and we didn’t get in,” he said.

Though the team missed the playoffs
Flowers was still a first team All-State selection
his last two years.

By the time his high school football career
was over, Flowers was one of the most sought
after running backs in the country.

Many Big Eight schools, as well as many
other universities around the country offered
him a scholarship, but his decision really was
only between two football teams: Oklahoma or
Nebraska.

Flowers came very close to betraying the
entire state and playing for Barry Switzer at

Oklahoma, but he eventually chose to stay s
to home and play for the Huskers.
“With me being a Mama’s boy [going!
Nebraska] I had a chance to stay in state som|
parents could watch me play,” he said.

Flower’s Nebraska career started out mu
like at Central.

His freshman year in 1987 he got some g
duty on special teams, but he didn't really d
anything too spectacular. _

His sophomore season he got more plaiin
time, but again, nothing spectacular.

Other than being close to home, Flowerss
he chose Nebraska because of the lack of dept
at his position. -

When he arrived on campus most 0f ¥
Husker’s running backs were juniors &
seniors, so he thought by the time his junior ¢
rolled around, he would be the guy in ¥
limelight.

But that didn’t happen.

In 1990, head coach Tom Osborne OPIF‘_“ b
rotate three running backs in instead of [
relying on one, as most football teams dﬂ.f\;
Flowers ended up having to share time ¥
Terry Jackson and Ken Clark. _

“I think I never reached my full pt‘rtt‘ﬂ“l‘] |
Flowers said of his days at Nebraska. “I llmqﬂ a
a running back you have to touch the ba}'l Pl
30 times to have an impact on the game. .

Despite splitting playing time, Flowers &
managed to rush for 208 yards against lowa "
and ran for 945 yards during the season, whid
led the team.

And that’s when his personal issues cae
up. After Flowers was dismissed fmm_tlw tealt
in August of 1991, he stayed in school for? lit
bit. _

But after a semester and a few classes ! th:!
summer, he dropped out and moved back hom

He did a bunch of odd jobs here and ﬂm.‘_.
to pay the bills and that’s what he did for abou!
a decade, until the spring of 2000. L

Flowers went back to the Universitt
Nebraska to finish a degree in Hu™
Development he started almost 15 years ‘1.’1“'" "

If everything works out as planned h¢*
have his degree by the end of the summer:

To this day Flowers has no bl“}‘““'l'l
towards Osborne, Solich or the rest of the ““_"bjl;
team. He just wishes the circumstances ¢
have been a little different.

These days he has accepted his curren
of-the-limelight lifestyle. gl

He spends six days a week organizing ™
at the Post Office downtown. And when he ,rt:r
there or spending his time with his Linlllsh“1
who turned 11 on Feb. 1, he’s a social “"Orkt‘.r ;.\
Girls & Boys Town. It’s a career he plan®
pursue full time when he gets his degree:

He said he doesn't really miss footbal
least, not as much as he thought he would: b

“I thought I would miss the game a lot mtl'h‘
But now I just like watching players [ knoW.""
Ahman Green,” Flowers said. “I guess you C‘“h
say I'm an avid fan.”
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Bo knows football. Bo knows baseball. But
knows Bo?
Bo Jackson was my hero back in the day. He
s the superstar football /baseball player
ose football /baseball cards I treasured more
n any of the other countless cards hidden
y in organized folders under my bed.
I had never actually seen him play a game,
his greatness was assured through
mercials and electronic games advertised on
with his persona plastered on them. He was
the sports section a lot and grownups
etimes talked about him. He was a hero of
ts, someone to look up to.

Bo was my favorite athlete. I had no idea
athe had accomplished other than Bo knows
h football and baseball, but I didn’t care.

Despite my admiration for Bo Jackson, I
‘er did have any real interest in football or
seball, or any other professional sport for that
tter.

I just wanted to have a hero for the sake of
ving someone to look up to and put faith in. I
nted an ideal to put on a pedestal and
preciate. | wanted an assurance of a constant
odness, one that I could be sure of. For what?
on’t know, maybe it was a figure to live up to
possibly just something to be proud of.

If someone ever asked me who my favorite
lete was, [ had an easy and sure answer, “Bo
kson is the greatest.”

I couldn’t actually explain for what reason,
it I had ingrained it into my mind. He was a

at athlete, someone to be admired. It irritated
¢ when other little kids would discredit my
o, but I didn’t really listen anyway. They
uldn’t change my opinion; it wasn’t anything
at could be reasoned with. Sure he was the
tisman trophy winner in 1985 and had plenty
other achievements, but I didn’t care.

Then in 1991, he suffered a hip injury that
¢tntually killed his athletic career.

I still didn’t care, | wasn’t concerned with
Is contribution to athletics or his greatly
iminished greatness, he was still a hero because
had determined so. He was my tragic hero of
¢ early 90s.

Soon afterward, when I showed my
ird collection to an adult who
dppened to be an adamant
dseball fan, I made a point to
howcase my Bo Jackson
irds. The person wasn'’t
ery impressed; after all it

| extraneous phrases|
CorLumn By Douc MEics

elief 1n icon dies with puberty

alwavs heen a oiven-
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wasn’t much of a collection. He commented that
the Bo Jackson cards I figured must be worth
big money weren't really that great. My cards
were from after his injury when he was just in
the process of retiring, thus worthless.

The man told me some other things about
baseball and I didn’t listen because I didn’t care.
[ didn’t like baseball. It was a stupid sport except
for Bo. Yet his comment struck me somewhere.
My hero wasn’t great. He was mortal and
wounded. This person was an adult and
furthermore a baseball fan. [ was very young and
took his word as final judgment from a real
grown up, not just a person on the other side of
a television screen or punk kid on the
playground.

I soon forgot about the conversation, having
unconsciously acknowledged my hero’s demise.
I lost interest in my card collection. The one-time
treasures | secreted under my bed were
forgotten, but not out of some revelation of Bo
Jackson. I just gradually lost interest as I did with
my hero.

Maybe I was afraid to see his failure or his
success. I never made any effort to learn
anything of Bo. All I needed to know was that
he was great, at least until I stopped caring.

Today I don’t know where the collection has
gone. I barely recall my admiration for Bo, the
sports star. He was broadcasted into idolization
in a time that has become shadows. The single
period days interjected with cubbies, crayons
and recess have since become memories fogged
over by time.

Prompted by thoughts of this past unknown
hero 1 decided to look a bit into his present.
Maybe he’ll be a great humanitarian who the
press has been strangely overlooking. Or
maybe he died saving a busload of
orphans...

Oh, never mind, he just
promotes health bars. He
uses his name to sell
energy food to athletes
based on his past
athletic prowess.

Disheartened, I look at his face smiling out
from the promotion, crammed up against his
achievements from a career that ended a decade
ago.

For me, Bo Jackson was a name slapped onto
an ideal. Now it’s slapped on a product.

I considered him to be the greatest, without
any real knowledge of his identity. Since his
discreet retirement from professional athletics,
Bo vanished. His achievements gone, I can’t help
but think of him as a shell of the man he once
was. Yet thinking back, I still
feel a tinge of the faith and
admiration [ once put in him.

Bo knows heroics. Bo
knows mortality. Bo knows
both.
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Both the girls
and boys basket-
ball teams have
centered their
game on one
player, Kris
Kuhn for the
boys and Holly
Greenamyre for
the girls. Next
year, neither will
be at Central,
and how the
teams will be
reshuffled may
be interesting.

Kuhn (12)

StorY BY CHRIS APONICK

hen senior Holly

Greenamyre said she

thinks about this year’s
girls basketball season, there is one
game that comes to mind.

On Feb. 8, Central squeezed by
Omaha North. This was the game
the team started to improve the
level of its play.

In the end, it was the success-
ful start of the second half of the sea-
son that led to the girls beating Lin-
coln Northeast in the first round of
the state tournament, she said.

As the game was winding
down, Greenamyre blocked a shot
that would have put North up by
two points.

It could have sealed the game
for the Vikings.

Instead, sophomore Katrina
Washington took the ball down the
court and nailed a three-pointer to
break the tie to win 50-47.

The excitement of the game is
something all of team members re-
membered at the end of the season.

Greenamyre said it’s something
she would remember for a long
time.

But next year, there is no
Greenamyre. Miracles will have to
come from elsewhere, or it could be
a long season for the Eagles.

Not only will they be without
Greenamyre, but Lauren and Becca
Pauba will also be gone.

The boys team is heading into
the similar void.

They will have to replace Kris
Kuhn, a Division I player.

The contributions of Andrew
Ford, JaVelle Kimmons and Schyler
Thomas will be missing, as well.

Kuhn was one of the team’s
leading scorers.
At6 feet4
inches,
he was
t he
tallest
player
on the

court for the Eagles.

While his physical presence
will be filled by the 6-4 freshman
Nate Prater, replacing his offensive
production will take a little longer,
head coach Eric Behrens said.

When Greenamyre and Kuhn
graduate, their teams will be forced
to come up with solutions to fill
these holes.

Finding a replacement for
Kuhn will be more than just having
Prater play in his position, Behrens
said.

“He brought a lot to the table,”
he said.

Kuhn said if Central wants to
continue its success they will need
players that stay as committed as
he was the past two years.

After practices, Kuhn headed to
the YMCA to work by himself. He
would shoot baskets during the
evening with Ford and Kimmons.

The contributions of Kuhn ex-
tended beyond his play to help the
team grow as a unit, Behrens said.

Kuhn said he has tried to stress
the importance of practicing to the
other players.

Behrens said his team should be
able to succeed without this year’s
seniors, but it will be hard for the
team to figure out how they will be
different.

“At the time they seem irre-
placeable.” he said.

Girl head coach Michelle Rob-
erts said Greenamyre and Pauba in-
fluenced their team as well.

Pauba was a team captain this
year and helped set the defensive
pace. She said Greenamyre’s big-
gest impact this season has been on
defense.

She has pulled down many re-
bounds and played very physically.

Greenamyre said she has

helped lead both her volleyball
and basketball teams this year.
She has also increased her
strength.
Roberts said the her success

on the volleyball team this s
carried over into the winterame’
ally helped the team.

“Playing volle ball gave i
confidence,” she said

Whether a current plaverts
step up or a new player wil f
in could be the deciding "
the success Central has on the®
ketball court next season _

Greenamyre said she thif S
girls team will continue toll
just because of what's happt s |
the team recently.

“From my freshman t© send
year, the team has progrest®
;'nuch,” she said. “All they new
do is put hard work into 1t

Roberts said the teal
probably move away from nedd § |
a player like Greenam\re beci
of the talent they do have | &

The girls on the team ‘\'.1‘1 ' £
over many of the tall ;"i.‘-\l'.i‘__'
other teams and the quicknes®
help them get steals and fast lTLk

“You don’t need to have®
team to be successful,” she S8

With the size ol “‘"’f."
Chatmon and a couple “‘llf"f
school players, the team L‘nuufl‘;
have some height out o the ‘
Greenamyre said it is a pos* ‘
that the team could still haveds
inside game.

The boys team will stil
develop an inside game e¥¢!
girls move away fromont.

Behrens said he will try ©"}ig
phasize Prater and junior ‘
Olsen on the inside next seasol g !

In the end, they could P/
a legitimate outside game¢: !“‘f“'
of one surrounding Kuhn. }‘”h", X
only can play in the middle, bU 8
can shoot threes.

With sophomores Kar ‘
and Rico Washington having *
eral minutes of state t“”mmi £
experience, Kuhn said he exp
the team to excel next year A

“They will still be tt‘“%'u
beat,” he said.
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The idea of artificial intelligence
[Ihas managed to both motivate
I country’s creative genius and
spire some of the best movies in
ollywood history.

Such movies offer a haven for
agination. They are a place where
€ams can run rampant, with char-
ters often leaving the viewer ask-
g, “What if?”

What if it was possible to cre-
¢ machines capable of indepen-
ent thought?

Would they complete all of
Clety’s menial tasks?

Or maybe they would take a
lace next to mankind in a “Ma-
Ix"-esque battle for Earth.

Several of Hollywood’s most
Otable characters have expanded
s idea through the advent of sci-
nce fiction films.

HAL from “2001: A Space Od-
Ssey” - HAL's memorable take-
Yer and execution of the space
hip’s crew illustrates how incom-
Prehensible a machine detached
"'om humanity could be.

The apathy towards human
:'Ki%tcnce serves as a truly frighten-
g image of what the future of tech-
1logy could be like.

The Terminators from “Termi-
'ator” - Images of an apocalyptic
uture ruled by machines leave the
ewers of the first film awaiting
\rmold’s return in the sequel, which
Toved he would be back. It also
Toved that the theme of artificial

lifestyles l
TECHNOLOGY:
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intelligence would persist in Ameri-
can film.

R2-D2 and C-3PO of “Star
Wars” - The friendly droids are the
necessary companion to any aspir-
ing Jedi. The happy humanlike ma-
chines are what one would hope Al
would produce.

For many, artificial intelligence
can be a release from reality, a semi-
possible answer to all of our hopes
and aspirations. For some it is a
nightmarish paranoia of a future
where technology will lead to the
downfall of humanity.

It kind of makes one wonder;
what would life be like in a world
of artificial intelligence?

Are the moviemakers of the
twentieth century simply letting
their imaginations run wild, or do
they have an idea here?

Is artificial intelligence ever
going to be a possibility?

On screen, millions of viewers
have watched the escapades of
countless robots and machines.
Sometimes the challenges are a little
out of this world, but such is the
nature of the subject.

However the stranger the plot
line is, the better it seems to be re-
ceived. If it is even possible or not
remains in conjecture.

Could a supercomputer like
HAL 9000 ever exist?

Would C-3PO’s linguistic trans-
lation between a wookie and fellow
droid ever take place?

Is Artificial

Intelligence
even possible?

A Review BY STeve PACKARD

GraPHIC BY RoB HuNTER

Will terminators return from
the future to assassinate future
threats to robot domination?

Artificial intelligence is the ca-
pability of a machine to imitate in-
telligent human behavior. Knowing
the definition, one can then begin
to comprehend the possibility of Al

Roger Penrose, early 19th cen-
tury scientist and mathematician,
was one of the first to address the
issue of artificial intelligence.

He proposed that a machine
could be made to imitate anyone
and anything, even replicate hu-
mans.

To him, Al seemed like a very
realistic option.

However, he stopped short of
questioning a machine’s potential
to imitate intelligent human behav-
ior.

It took some time before other
scientists began examining the is-
sue. Alan Turing, a mathematician
from the 1960s, added to Penrose’s
quest.

He proposed that if a machine
was put in an isolated room, asked
a question, and correctly responded
in understandable English without
any prompts, then itis “intelligent.”

In fact, even a wrong answer
wouldn’t matter. It's the language
that separates intelligence.

The experiment would prove
that the machine could indepen-
dently process information. The
question remains, will it ever hap-

pen?

The key to such a possibility lies
largely on the computer’s process-
ing speed.

AMD has already released a
(central processing unit) CPU that
clocked in at about slightly less than
1.6 gigahertz (Ghz) at the lab.

While Intel has gone further to
released one clocking in at slightly
above 2.2 Ghz (although the Intel
processors are so bug-ridden that
they really ended up miring their
processors back to roughly 1.6 Ghz
anyway).

Such speeds are breakthroughs
in technology, with many scientists
looking to Al as an avenue for their
use.

It just goes to show how far
technology has come. In 1995, se-
lect families were once proud own-
ers of a 486 CPU family PC. For
those bent on having the day’s fast-
est personal computer, it might
have been possible to push 120
Megahertz [Mhz].

With six years gone by, even
teens are now the proud owners of
their own personal computers,
many of which clock in at about 1.4
Ghz.

So, how far has the average PC
owner come computer-wise? To be
precise, about 1,280,000,000 hertz in
little over two decades. The process
has been long and arduous, but it
hasn’t been long enough.

Unfortunately, some say it's not
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Artificial intelligence may not be a possibility now, but many are hoping that scientific breakthroughs will make it

A BAFELI R PTLIT REAIRTEA

likely for the future. Through observation and further research, many hope to make it a reality.

far enough either.

In order to imitate a human life
form, the computer would have to
be taught by humans to think, feel
and react independently.

The idea doesn’t seem all that
complicated, but it is.

In order to teach a machine to
do all of those things, humans
would first have to completely un-
derstand why they do all of these
things in the first place. It raises
questions of whether or not a per-
son could create something even
more powerful than he is.

Such contemplation leads to the

moral question of, even if they
could, should they?

First, the producers of such a
machine would have to be capable
of creating an exponentially more
powerful replica of the human
brain.

It would have to be so power-
ful that mathematicians estimate
the machine would have a process-
ing power of approximately one
times ten to the twentieth power of
the human brain.

Maybe Al isn't about to be ac-
complished in the near future, but
don’t give up yet. Scientists and

mathematicians across the nation
are moving onto something bigger
and better.

Right now, one of the most in-
triguing avenues of cutting-edge
research includes new studies in
physics and technology.

It is something called quantum
mechanics, and has the ability to
revolutionize not only the way we
do everyday things, but also even
the way we think.

Computers would be no excep-
tion to such a revolution.

If one wanted to measure the
speed of a computer based on quan-

tum physics, they’d have t
megahertz, even, gigahertZ )
The computer would | ; i
powerful that it would c?\mrt‘lp\c-n
supercomputers found in thtd -
tagon, maybe evenaid in ?ht‘ l
opment in artificial intelhgt‘nir‘
The quantum computer au;;
plishes such a feat by makmg 4
eral simultaneous Computﬂhi‘ﬂ_-
It would be like having tfm
computers acting as one fora L-Lucl
mon goal. An achievement of sv
magnitude would have unt
able impact on humanity.

One may never know:
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I'hate the Internet.

I'don’t care about all that crap about having
orld at your fingertips. I am convinced that
e shortened my life by using it.

The Internet was this great idea that some
l had that would put all the information from
encyclopedia ever into one place,

Then his older brother got hold of it.

He decided that his goal for the Internet was
ake it the largest collection of porn ever.
Then people got ideas for things like AOL

Netscape and decided to make it the most
ptrating thing ever.

Every time I sit down at the computer to go
ne I know I have to prepare for a battle of
proportions.

The Internet really did start as a good idea

I'll be the first to admit that it does have its
ks, but there are times when the bad severely
eighs the good.

Now, I have AOL on my home computer.
Those of you familiar with the program may
| your heads and frown sympathetically at
misfortune.

AOL is probably the slowest Internet server
ilable. I don’t actually have any sort of ex-
tise on this, but I speak from personal expe-
ce.

['use the Internet fairly frequently to keep
ouch with friends and do copious amounts
esearch for my very demanding classes (Ha).

But seriously, this whole Internet thing is
/ond ridiculous at this point.

It may unlock the doors to the information
he world, but I obviously can’t figure out the
. I can’t ever seem to find the information I
:d when I need it.

Once, I found a site I thought would be use-

But then I realized it wasn’t. It turned out
Oe a site for teachers who already knew what
'y were talking about and made lesson plans

the classroom in all different subjects.

[ occasionally refer to Cliff Notes-esque
"bsites when English books really are difficult,
it for the most part, I keep my distance from
computer.

My usual Internet experience usually goes
mething like this: Log on, wait five minutes,
Icome screen pops up, type in what I need,
ait five more minutes, receive numerous
ebsites having little or nothing to do with my
pic, find one that might be relevant, click on
wait ten minutes, realize itisn’t what [ want,

plastic, pink flamingoes I
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lobal communication wastes time

get discouraged and sign off.

I'm tired of waiting for hours to get search
results on “Wuthering Heights” only to receive
invitations to porn sites where role-playing na-
ked is popular.

These crazy kids, I tell you what.

I'm tired of waiting for ten minutes for my
server to open a website that (hopefully) doesn’t
contain breasts only to have a little message
pop up in the corner of the screen saying
the process was taking too long and they
just canceled the job.

I would not have waited ten minutes
in the first place if I did not feel this par-
ticular website was important now would
I?

['m tired of spending hours sifting
through stupid web sites where people make
passing references to the fact that they haven't
read a book in the last ten years that didn’t have
pictures in it.

These places are a step up from the boob
emporiums, but are still absolutely no help.

I can just go to the library and spend hours
ruining my eyes in front of a lithograph machine.

At least I wouldn’t feel the sudden urge to
beat the machine in front of me for taking so long
to find information. I would be able to blame
the length of time on my own incompetence;
then I'd feel productive.

Right now I am sitting across the room from
my AOL server that just messed up so much it
can’t even respond to the sign-off function. No
one expects a book to close itself.

I wish that I never had to go on
line again. I just get so stressed out.

Maybe the library really is the
solution. I like to read to relax.

If I did research there, I would
not be distracted by the little ad-
vertisements that pop up in the
corner of the screen every time you
go to a new website. And there usu-
ally aren’t breasts in boring old text-
books.

As for those research papers, 1
think that if the library doesn’t have
what I need, they would buy it for me.

If the library isn’t willing to make
up for its own incompetency, I just
shouldn’t have to do the paper.

I think I should make a mid-March
New Years Resolution—use the
Internet as little as possible.

Maybe I could even give it up for Lent al-
though I am not Catholic.

I propose we boycott the Internet, overthrow
the government, riot in the streets like a Paris
mob and force vegetarians to eat meat.

So the last few lines don’t have anything to
do with the Internet, but you’ve got to admit,
they sound like fun. I- ]
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eMOSTYLE

More people are intrigued by the trend everyday, but some
people still have questions. A look at the what, where and why
of emo style and some of the bands that started it.

By Kaitlin Butz

From the thrift shop
sweaters to the Converse
high tops, emo style has be-
come a distinctive trade-
mark for this group of doe-
eyed, skinny, pale kids.

Emo style grew out of
the emo offset of indie rock
that really began to develop
in the mid to late 90s.

Omaha has become a
hot bed for emo music over
the past few years, with
bands like Bright Eyes, and
Son Ambulance gaining na-
tional acclaim.

Of course, all of these
emo artists owe a big thank
you to Simon Joyner, the
godfather of independent
Omaha music.

His stripped down
acoustic guitar and vocals
may not be emo per se, but
every time Conor Oberst or
Joe Knapp let out a melodic
wail, they’re really just try-
ing to be Joyner.

Original emo was more
directly descended from
punk music than any other
genre.

The earliest emo bands,
such as Embrace and Rites
of Spring, had lots of punk
influence, but their heavily
emotional style set them
apart.

Over the years, it has
evolved into the folk-ish,
acoustic, weeping pile of
feelings that constitutes
most of today’s emo music.

The fans of this down-
trodden, solemn musical
style are easily recognizable
by their thrift shop clothing.

The must-haves for
emo boys include sweaters,

o

both cardigans and pull-
overs, and vintage t-shirts.

Both are usually worn
shrunken, perfect for show-
ing off the average emo guy’s
concave chest.

The t-shirts should have
some sort of ironic saying on
them like “Treasure Hills
Bible Camp ‘78” or “Joe’s
House of Falafel”. Also
popular are shirts for obscure
bands. The pants of emo
males are usually salvaged
bottoms of suits or falling-
apart old corduroys.

They are also usually
three inches too short, at the
very least.

The essential shoes for
both genders of emo kids are
Converse. High or low top,
Chucks or not, it doesn’t mat-
ter as long as they have that
Converse patch.

This brand has become
fairly scarce as of late, so the
trend may turn into very
worn Converse shoes soon.

Emo girls tend to dress
like slightly more effeminate
emo boys or slightly updated
1950s housewives. Mid-calf
length skirts and button-up
cardigans mix old-time flair
with modern style, an inter-
estingly sexy look.

Black patent leather
Mary Janes are the perfect
shoes to complete this look.

Other emo girls tend to
wear similar ironic t-shirts
and thrift store pants, along
with the essential Converse.

Whatever look emo kids
choose, it has to be comfort-
able enough to stand in for
four hours in a smoky room
while at a show for the emo
band du jour. [} |

Graphic By Lueninghoener
Short skirts made out of old-fashioned materials and retro-patterned
shirts are all part of the emo trend.




Allin all, “Fevers and Mirrors”
enjoyably neurotic and
nificently depressing.
Listening to Bright Eyes’ most
nt full length, one can truly
ture the ever-lonely Oberst
led up in a dark closet, choking
is tears as he croons to the fates.
Drunk on self-pity, Oberst’s
king voice wavers through the
rophone in mumbled screams,
ely audible whispers and
ines of empathy.

Possibly Bright Eyes’ most
iticalbum to date, it begins with
ely distinguishable vocals, slow
I mellow, almost immediately
owed by Oberst’s intense cries
reference to some lost love or
lousy.

The album'’s tracks develop as
gedies, ballads of dark secrets
fted into tales of broken hearts
I self-loathing.

With such earnestness behind
pressing  his  character’s
lermost thoughts, one cannot
lp but wonder how much
erst’s lyrical confessions are
plicable to him.

I'hemes swirl through the
ording’s lyrics. Fevers, mirrors,
lances and a mysterious girl,
‘lenette (who Oberst often
ckons longingly to) fill the songs
th a foreboding sense of painful

At the Drive-In’s second album
n/Casino/Out” is a gem that
ded up being largely ignored.

The album showcases the
‘avy emo style that was starting
emerge in 1998. But this is not the
oning acoustic guitars and weep-
g vocals that most associate with
e “e-word.”

Instead this is the strained
reaming vocals and crashing
ost-punk guitars that blend to-
ether perfectly.

The lyrics all have a tone of de-
air and urgency that lead singer
edric Bixler knows how to work
r everything its worth.

The album is a seeming contra-
iction, but it somehow all comes

r 4 A
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uncertainty.

A guitar rhythmically strums
over the albums’ folksy backdrop,
built up in intensity then snapping,
like a schizophrenic on the verge of
a panic attack.

In “Sunrise. Sunset,” Oberst
chants the refrain gradually
increasing his voice until bursting
in a flurry of accusations.

In a ferocious allegory to teen
angst, “Fevers and Mirrors”
illustrates all that is emo. At times
Oberst’s almost open, self-
deprecating acknowledgements of
the style seem to make the
recording even more emo-riffic.

One track, including a false
interview between Oberst and the
owner of Saddle Creek Records,
depicts Oberst speaking of his
artistic motivation, dark past and
convoluted sense of emotion and
reality.

It’s more a skit responding to
public association of Bright Eyes
with the black mark of emo.

An experience in bipolarity, the
album leaves one feeling relatively
upbeat with “A Song to
Remember,” its last track’s happy
demeanor. Yet after song after song
of almost suicidal whimpers, the
recording leaves you not knowing
what to feel, drenched in Oberst’s
tears.

verlooked album showcases
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right Eyes embodies emo trend

Photo courtesy of SADDLE CREEK RECORDS
Conor Oberst is one of many Omaha artists now
[B receiving attention at the national level.

By KarrLin Butz

together. Bixler sings his lyrics as if
they are straight out of his journal,
but the lyrics themselves are often
elliptical and nonsensical.

Bixler seems to enjoy this con-
stant guessing game he plays with
the listener.

At certain points in the album
where the music takes a faster turn,
the joyful sneer on his face can prac-
tically be heard in the music.

The one startling exception to
this trend of obtuse songwriting is
the track, “Napoleon Solo”.

At the time the album was re-
leased, Texas had been experienc-
ing a surge in heroin overdoses.

This was especially common in
affluent suburbs like Plano, which

experienced an epidemic of teenag-
ers overdosing on heroin in the
mid- to late-nineties.

This was an obvious influence
on the El Paso based band. In “Na-
poleon Solo,” Bixler paints a bleak
picture of death and desolation and
of how permanent it all is.

From the tone in his voice when
he sings about “Austin’s yellow
brick road,” it is evident that Bixler
gave up on such childish hopes a
very long time ago.

The other standout track is
“Hourglass” a heartbreaking plea of
loneliness and isolation.

It is another surprise on the al-
bum, daringly emotional, even for
an emo band. The song is stripped

indie style

bare, just raw vocals over sparse in-
strumental parts, which are strewn
haphazardly across the melodic
landscape.

“In/Casino/Out” may be
saddled with the broad label of
emo.

It deserves it, but it takes an al-
bum like this to remind fans why
emo music became the trend it did.

It has the distinct honor of be-
ing able to please everyone from the
sad-eyed, sweater-clad emo boys, to
the most elite of the indie rock
snobs.

With this album, At the Drive-
In has created something that tran-
scends the simple labels music is
usually given. [ |
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Classic sci
much to be desired

Review By EmiLy NEUMANN
PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALGONQUIN AND TOHO

Godzilla movies have never been known
for their stellar plots, and “Godzilla vs.
Mechagodzilla” is no exception.

This is the most confusing movie, ever.

MOVIEREVIEW e loor ot

gets lost as
“Godzilla vs. soon as the
Mechagodzilla” - Not Rated

opening
credits

2 g of 5 start.

Directed by: Jun Fukuda T he

Starring: Masaaki : hfir;“l_c‘ttgrs
Daimon, Hiroshi Koizuma 2'¢ 's'n"

guished
only by the fact that they are either men or
women. They have incomprehensible names
and the same voices.

The movie left me utterly confused with
only a vague idea that the good guys won.

Somehow, over the course of the series,
Godzilla evolved from a menace of the Japa-
nese society to a defender of the people and
dispenser of justice. So in this movie, he’s
the good guy.

The movie opens with warbley music
and flashing lights in the middle of the ocean.
This is probably Godzilla.

An old Japanese man with a long white
beard fears for his life on a mountain during
what appears to be an earthquake.

In the meantime, there are two main
groups of people. One consists of a young
woman and her famous professor father who
disappear after they find inscriptions proph-
esying the coming of a monster to destroy
the world.

The other flies with an ancient statue to
a different famous professor.

Some random events fill the middle of
the movie, but none of them help the plot
make any more sense.

Then something the viewer thinks is
Godzilla emerges from the cave and has a

big battle with what looks like a giant arma-
dillo.

The stage has been set.

The Godzilla from the cave turns out to
be a cyborg made of space titanium powered
by evil people who turn into monkeys if they
are injured.

This is an interesting twist that a viewer
really doesn’t expect.

The good guys realize, somehow, that the
only way to stop Mechagodzilla from destroy-
ing the earth is to take the statue to the Zumi
temple on Mt. Fuji and awaken the Divine Be-
ing.

After a great struggle the crew rescues the
professor and his daughter and some other

random guy from certain doom and travel to
the Zumi temple.

They use the statue to unlock a mountain
where the Divine Being was sleeping and had
to be awakened by some Japanese lady in a
kimono who materialized from nowhere.

The extra characters added a certain am-
biance of confusion to the mix and made sure
the viewer stayed on his toes.

The Divine Being was losing to the cyborg
until the real Godzilla came from the bottom
of the ocean and helped him out by turning
into a giant magnet and keeping
Mechagodzilla from flying away.

The Divine Being is supposed to be able
to defeat the monster on its own based on the
ancient prophecies, but this wouldn’t be a
Godzilla movie if he didn’t save the day. This
is also confusing to the viewer.

This epic battle embodied the good vs.
evil theme in the most long and drawn out
way possible, but it gave me great joy when
the movie finally ended.

Do yourself a favor and don’t go rent this
movie.

Or any other Godzilla movie, for that
matter. They are probably all this bad. | |

Old sci-fi movies often provide a better qualityo
entertainment than the technologically-advanc
movies of today. The following movies from ff
70s and 80s present three very different aspectst
the old-fashioned sci-fi genre.

i-fi leaves
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The Pod People attack when their victims
» asleep.

When the target is wandering into
amland, huge pods appear out of nowhere.

T h e
OVIEREVIEW  pods open
Invasion of the Body 311 us 00:

natchers - Rated PG

288

irected by: Philip

flowerlike
plants that
are carrying

silivian body dupli-
tarring: Donald ca;tes of_ the
utherland, Jeff Goldblum ° “€P'"8

il prey.
If the

rson stays asleep for long enough, the Pod
ople duplicate of him will grow, wake-up and
ke over the person’s body, identity and life.

As cheesy and unrealistic as it sounds, the
ovie is really disturbing.

The original story line combined with creepy
i-fi music creates a mood reminiscent of the
ilight zone.

The plot is set in a small city.

The science fiction classic “Rollerball” exam-
es what can happen in a society where confor-
lity is everything and individuality has become
rbidden. This film overcomes its slow pacing
nd weak moments to make a serious statement
n society.

The story is set in the year 2018, which must

MOVIE REVIEW  very futuris

very futuris-
tic in 1975,

“Rollerball” - Rated R the year of

2 2 2 of 5 the movie’'s
release.

Directed by: Norman A so-

called set of
“corporate
wars” has
drastically
‘hanged the entire world. Everything is owned,
perated and regulated by huge national corpo-
rations.

These wars, which are never shown or fully
explained, have seemingly solved a lot of prob-
lems for the nation.

Poverty, conflict, sickness and anything else
remotely negative has been eradicated. The
world is happy and seemingly perfect, running
like clockwork.

Yet there is one small snag in this supposed

Jewison
Starring: James Caan,
_.Iohn Houseman

Review BY DANIELLE RoLLINS

The first scene opens with the movie’s hero-
ine, Elizabeth, who is, coincidentally, having
troubles with her boyfriend.

The next day she wakes to find that he has
no emotion and is acting strangely.

She runs to her boss, Michael (enter new love
interest, the movie’s tragic hero).

The viewer notices a little attraction, but
nothing too drastic, Elizabeth is still grieving
over the lost boyfriend.

They randomly meet up with this married
couple who own some sort of a spa.

The husband is a friend with Michael, his
name is Jack and he is a very bitter writer.

Together they take on the Pod People and
try and save the planet.

However, because this is a 70s flick and in-
credibly pessimistic, they fail and the Pod People
destroy the planet as we know it.

The movie is really a classic.

The idea that plants will someday clone the
human race is enough to make anyone shiver.

Plus, thinking that everyone on Earth is in-
volved in a conspiracy against you is timeless.

Overall, the plot is a little shaky, no one ever

Review By KaiTLiN Butz

utopian society.

The people still crave some sort of violence
to appease their natural instincts. The corpora-
tions provide a solution for this as well:
Rollerball.

Rollerball is a new sport devised by these
corporations to face off two teams in a giant cir-
cular arena.

A metal ball is shot out and the two teams
brutally go after it, no matter who is in the way.
The players wear roller skates during all of this,
except for one lucky member of each team who
gets to ride motorcycle that other players hang
on to help navigate the circle.

The sport is a smash hit and draws in huge
crowds around the world. This is where the real
story begins.

The main character is Jonathan E. (James
Caan), the star player of the Houston Rollerball
team, owned by the Energy Corporation.
Jonathan has become the supreme star of
Rollerball, but not without a cost.

First the corporation was somehow able to
separate him from his wife. Then they decide
that in an age where individuality is looked
down upon, there should not be any one star on
a sports team.

So the head of the Energy Corporation, the
plotting Bartholomew, begins to plan how to

alwave heen a aiven-

Invasion’ snatches viewer attention

explains why the Pod People are here, where
they came from, what they want, etc...

There are a lot of characters that come and
go without explanation and a lot of right place
at the right time scenarios.

However, one could easily say this kind of
adds to the mystique of the sci-fi thriller.

Besides, everyone has to admire the sense
of justice that our four heroes have.

When the super-friends finally realize what
exactly is going on (which they figure out a little
too easily) the movies whips into its infamous
chase scene.

The Pod People all somehow know that they
are intruders and with lots of pointing and
screaming, the four heroes try to escape.

The movie ends with every last one of them
getting caught. The Pod People win and life as
we know it is over.

At first this seems a little morbid, but then
the viewers remember that they are watching a
movie about plants taking over the world and,
realizing what a ludicrous idea this is, they are
able to sleep soundly.

That is, until the Pod People attack. I |

Rollerball’ provides chilling view of future

bring down Jonathan.

First, he orders Jonathan to announce his
retirement on a TV special planned in his honor.

When he refuses, Bartholomew decides to
change the rules of the game to encourage
Jonathan to quit.

But he still refuses to give in to the demands,
even when his closest teammate goes into a coma
after being injured in a game.

Finally there is a dramatic, bloody show-
down during a game in which Jonathan emerges
victorious.

The movie raises lots of questions about uni-
formity versus individuality. It is obvious that
director Norman Jewison was trying to paint a
very bleak apocalyptic picture.

Visually, the movie is very cold and sleek
looking, a definite 70s interpretation of the fu-
ture. The “amazing technology of the future” is
laughable. Judging from the room size comput-
ers, people thought that as technology got more
advanced, all of the equipment would get big-
ger.

The only major problem with the picture is
its incredibly slow pacing. The intensity of the
film helps it overcome this obstacle.

“Rollerball” is not as intelligent as it attempts
to be, but for a science fiction movie, it's a stfi'i

above the rest.
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Irresponsibility hurts more than ca

Recently I wrecked my car for
the third time in two years.

Besides the obvious time and
money problems this will expose
me too, there are several other in-
conveniences [ will have to take into
account.

First of all, my insurance com-
pany is either going to label me
“high risk” or drop me completely.

This means that I am either go-
ing to have to pay a lot more a
month (which I, like any other 18
year old, cannot afford on my mini-
mum wage income) or [ am going
to have to put a lot of time and ef-
fort into finding new insurance.

Because I procrastinate like no
other, this will never get done.

Second, my parents feel they
need to release an extra string of “Be
careful, don’t drive too fast, where
your seatbelt” like comments every
time I leave the house.

I was afraid they would ground
me at first. That would have almost
been better. Now I feel like a child
who's done something she knows
she shouldn’t have. I feel like [ am
being scolded every time I leave the
house.

Thirdly, I have to rely on friends
and family to get anywhere I want
to go for, at the very least, two
weeks.

This may not sound like a big
deal—at first.

When you are used to a certain
level of independence, it becomes
increasingly more difficult to ask
people for help or for rides.

You start to feel like those
whiny friends you have always
hated who wait around for you out-
side, give you the sad, puppy face
and do not understand how you
could possibly turn them down.

This becomes especially appar-
ent when you live out in the middle
of nowhere and absolutely no one
wants to come pick you up.
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CoLumn By DANIELLE RoOLLINS

Last, my 16-year-old brother
will now be labeled the “good”
driver of the house.

He got his license yesterday,
enough said.

The accident was hard to avoid,
believe me [ tried.

There is a slight curve in the
road that leads to my house. It was
late and the roads that were slightly
wet that morning were solid ice.

I’'m sure you can put the rest
together. The car slid, crashed
into a gutter and the front
axle broke.

It was 2:30 in the
morning so my parents
were pretty upset
when [ told them that
my car was lying in
the middle of the
road, broken, about
a block away. They
were not exactly happy
about it.

In fact, the phrases they
used a lot were “Irresponsible,”
“Delinquent,” and “You are paying
for this yourself.”

We were up until about 4 a.m.
in the morning waiting for the tow
truck. This definitely did not im-
prove my parents’ mood.

The whole ordeal set me think-
ing about responsibility.

I have always considered my-
self a responsible person. I have a
job, I get good grades and I even
babysit when I have to.

So why is it that now I am seri-
ously questioning my responsibil-
ity?

Suddenly I feel that the home-
work I put together ten minutes be-
fore it’s due isn’t good enough.

I feel as though studying for 15
minutes for a mid-term is not
enough. Maybe I could do better
than straight 2s and an average
GPA.

These thoughts have been

laugh at you I

I can?
Maybe [ should get my @t
of the gutter first.

frightening me.

More responsibility means more
work, but it also means more ben-
efits.

Is it time that I finally try
and work harder to ac-
complish all that I
know
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novelty shirts now
available at Gerda’s |
Bakery at 52nd and |
Leavenworth streets. |;
The t-shirts feature a
_\ | logo advertising the
" _ fictitous “University
' of Dundee” and are
) great for anyone who |

f/ enjoys the Dundee
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\ area or its history.
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