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in the aiild The Nebraska University system will lose $19

on in state funding over the next two years,
fing tuition to go up and some positions to be
led, according to several university sources.

During the Nebraska Legislature’s most recent

een i
al  fiely

ys wan

jon’t ial session, one of the issues discussed was cut-
long s funding for higher education.

ly the g@li0riginally, Gov. Mike Johanns proposed a $39

on cut for the university system.

ted assifllerck Hodgensen at UNO said with that plan
piss, at ients would have been far more affected than
ir becatllg Will be under the current plan. But like any

eople 2 fing cut, this will have negative effects,

. fgensen said.
‘We are going to have to put a freeze on hiring
ty,” he said. “No one will lose their job, but as
tions become vacant we will look very closely
pwhether or not we fill that position up again.”
ohn Christensen, dean of College Education at
D, said that along with the hiring freeze, the
ol will not be able to buy equipment for some
4 s and they will most likely have to cut some
fe summer offerings. He said no one will get
iand no one will be forced to retire.
e did say, however, that the cuts will directly
the level of teacher training the university
be able to afford. Training is very important,
itensen said, but under the new funding limi-
s, that is the most logical place to make cuts.
Vhether or not positions will be left vacant and
ther or not the purchase of equipment will be
kd is still not decided. One thing that will be
fled is tuition next year.
iThe tuition for the university was going to be
i before the Legislature made its decision. But
y==lh it was clear the university was going to lose
ey, the raise became more necessary.
t was decided long before the special session
tuition needed to go up. It was just what the
ing on the wall said,” Regent Drew Miller said.
Miller was in favor of the first $39 million pro-
il. He said this is because with the economy the
it is now, and with more and more money
g to homeland defense, he felt the university
d take its fair share of cuts.
Hodgensen said if the $39 million proposal had
ed, it would have been much more serious.
er did not seem to think so.
& any people think the University is taking a
hit with these cuts, he said. But he said the
ey allocated to state colleges will only be cut by
nt.
He said he thinks there are many ways the uni-
ity system can compensate for the loss.
ere have been some hefty raises given
ntly and overall there is a surplus of staff and
on the campuses,” he said. “Right now only
fourth of personnel is faculty. They could save
ions by cutting the staff.”
Miller expects the university to lose more
ity in the next session of the legislature.
He said if the economy continues to operate as
Bthere will definitely be more cuts made, prob-
ifo public colleges.
Hodgensen said UNO will continue to be a
fg institute despite reductions.
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By Paula Salhany

: e SCOTES are in.

Vhen the Nebraska State
t card came out, it showed
three out of every four
aska students were profi-
for the state approved read-
tandards.

Central scored 92.07 percent

i

his father,
Rick, retires from
the position.
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whereas the district as a whole
scored 84.23 percent.

Each district in the state is
required to test students for pro-
ficiency in the areas of English,
math, science and social studies,
said Ginny Brown, instructional
administrator for OPS.

Each year the districts send
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COMMUNICATION
Disorders creating com-
munication barriers cause
difficulties in learning for
some students. New pro-
grams and products help.
PAGE 6-7

Oldest High School Newspaper West of the Mississippi
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Jerry Bexten
Principal at Lewis
and Clark Middle

School
800 students
&

“] see Central as a
school that has a
tremendous reputa-
tion, academically
and all around.”

Lisa Dale
Assistant Principal
at North High
School
2000 students

®
“I rode the ride from
having no kids to
2400. So I know how
to handle growing.”

FINANCIAL AID

A question on a form for
federal financial aid may
force some students to
lie in order to receive
money for college.

S
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National Pacemaker Award Winner

Joseph Moylan
Assistant Principal
at Littleton High
School (Littleton,
Colo.)

1500 students
®
“There’s something
about Nebraska and
its educational sys-
tem. It's been doing
it right for years.”

Richard Redlinger
Assistant Principal
at Burke High School

1700 students

“I've always
admired what has
gore on at Central. I
hope to continue that
tradition.”

District interviews for principal position

By Joe Meyer

The search for Central’s next principal has
been narrowed down to four main candidates.

They are:

— Jerry Bexten, principal at Lewis and
Clark Middle School.

— Lisa Dale, assistant principal at North
High School. :

— Joseph Moylan, assistant principal at
Littleton High School in Littleton, Colo.

— Richard Redlinger, assistant principal at
Burke High School.

Superintendent John Mackiel interviewed
the four at Central on Nov. 20. Some teachers
and parents attended the interviews.

The final decision on who will be hired
will be left up to Mackiel, assistant superin-
tendent Sandra Hodges said.

The district posted the job opening across
the district and also sent notices out to colleges
and universities throughout the country,
Hodges said. The response was normal for an
administrative opening in the district.

Moylan, an assistant principal at Littleton
High School, said he discovered the opening
while searching an Internet site.

He decided to apply because he has family
in Omaha and he wants to have the opportuni-
ty to work in the state.

“There’s something about Nebraska and
its educational system,” Moylan said. “It's

in scores from the tests in one
specific area, she said.

“Last year it was English,
this year it will be math. Even
though a subject may not be
sending their numbers to the
state, they [the schools] are still
required to administer tests and
send the scores to the district,”

SR

she said.

test that has been approved by
the state. For OPS, it is the
Criterion
[CRT]. The reading scores from
OPS were taken from the CRT.

compare the scores between dis-

been doing it right for years.”

Moylan said this opening was especially
appealing to him. He said he is not looking to
leave Littleton, but being the principal at
Central would be a great opportunity.

“I'm not the kind of person who sends out
a lot of resumes,” he said. “I need the right
high school and the right fit.”

The other three candidates currently work
in the district. In fact, Jerry Bexten was consid-
ered for the job seven years ago.

He was an assistant principal at South
High School when he first applied for the job.
He ended up at Lewis and Clark after the dis-
trict chose Gary Thompson.

Now, Bexten still has the same view of -
Central.

“l see Central as a school that has a
tremendous reputation, academically and all
around,” he said.

Bexten said moving from a middle school
to a high school would be a huge transition.
There are more activities for a principal to
attend, requiring a bigger time commitment to
the job. '

Richard Redlinger, an assistant principal at
Burke, said he was a business and physical
education teacher at Central in the early 1970s.

He also coached football, wrestling and
track. Even though he left to seek administra-
tive opportunities, he has stayed close to the

Every district has its own
Brown said.

Referenced  Tests

report card.
Some

“There is really no way to

tricts because each district has its
own way of testing students,”

The state takes the percent-
age of students proficient in
reading from each test and then
creates the scores for the state

people

school.

“I've always admired what has gone on at
Central,” Redlinger said. “1 hope to continue
that tradition.”

Redlinger has worked in education for 32
years. He has worked in public and private
schools and has dealt with everything from
student discipline to organizing fundraisers.

Lisa Dale, an assistant principal at North,
said she applied for the position at Central
because she likes to face challenges.

The new principal will have to deal with a
rising enrollment and a very diverse student
body, Dale said.

Dale said her experience at North would
help her manage a school that has a large
enrollment.

“I rode the ride from having no kids to
2400,” she said. “So I know how to handle
growing [in population].”

All the candidates agreed that the renova-
tion project, which will displace students from
classrooms next year, might affect the next
principal, whomever it is.

“That's a big project,” Redlinger said, “but
there’s a learning process involved in any posi-
tion you take.”

“It’s going to be a huge responsibility for
whoever takes the job,” Bexten said. “There are
going to have to be some adjustments to get
through the renovations.”

tate reading assessment results place Central above average

whether or not having each dis-
trict test differently is an accurate
way to accurately and objective-
ly measure each school’s success,
Tracy Wernsmann, English-
Language Arts supervisor for
OPS said.

“It has been a very big con-

wonder See READING, page 3
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DECA helps

raise money for

Salvation Army

DECA members rang bells to raise money for the
Salvation Army, club member Chase Billotte said.

' The club members worked on
two separate days at two locations
as a service project to benefit the
Salvation Army. They rang bells
and greeted customers at Hy-Vee
and the Westroads mall.

“We also sang Christmas car-
ols during our shift,” Billotte said.

He said he felt that this at-
tracted more people to give to the
cause. Many people gave money
to their children to put in the
bucket.

“Need knows no season,” he said.

The activity helped raise social awareness for the
DECA students while improving relations with Omaha
area business.

They did this by helping out the businesses and
greeting customers and opening the doors.

Mock Trial places
fifth in state

The Mock Trial team won fifth place at the state
meet in North Platte, marking the best performance it
has ever had, team member John Demott said.

The team had won local competitions, allowing
them to go to the state meet. This is the farthest any
Central Mock Trial team has gone in recent years.

Mock Trial started practicing at the beginning of
the school year in preparation for the competitions this
fall. They started with two teams. Each team had to
argue both sides of a court case, and then a winner
was decided based on how well the team performed.

This year’s case involved water rights. A town was
dealing with a new business that moved into the re-
gion. The town faced a shortage of water if the busi-
ness was allowed to stay. The case involved the town’s
actions against the company.

Both Mock Trial teams did very well this year. -

Demott attributes this to their hard work and dedica-
tion.

The team stands a very good chance of doing bet-
ter next year because many team members will have
more experience, Demott said.

.”‘

classes for the American Red Cross.

December

2 4 Winter Break
31

January

03

New Year’s Eve

-

After a week chock full of finals, winter break finally gets started. Then two weeks of fun, relax-
ation, sledding and celebration gets underway. Classes resume Jan. 7.

The year is over. The holiday season is done. New York kicks off the first party of 2002, and
America wraps up its celebration a few hours later on the West Coast.

College Football National Championship

Nebraska plays Miami in the National Championship game. This is the conclusion to a year of
upsets, amazing moments, and one of the most argued BCS decisions of all time.

Photo by NITASHA DICKES/THE REGISTER
Senior Anna Nelson tries not to look as a nurse inserts a needle during the November blood
drive. The blood drive was held on Nov. 21, and was sponsored by the Health Professions
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The third Annual Centralfe U S,
School Coat Drive is off to afipe ople
start, Vice President in charge of of the
cial Events Scott O'Dell said. ks Pec
The Student Democrats go recru
runs the drive each year as a s
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project to benefit the needy. §i§ in the
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organization that will distribul
coats to those who need them.
Student Democrats starte
drive three years ago. - _REAl
The drive was then callg¥ith so
Warm Hearts Coat Drive. Nebras
The club changed the name ghat let
Annual Central High SchoolfgV¢TY O
Drive, a move that has contrib or Ji

sul

the more successful drives i 1t 1S v
number of coats collected everjtc diff
O'Dell said. differer
Student Democrats megfMt0 Of
have made posters and givef 9_5‘“d
nouncements over the interc rnble,
0 them

raise awareness among Centré
dents. e

Many students and teachefc> VeT
expected to make donations, (UP Wit
said.

He said collecting coats is:
way for students to help the cof
nity.

So far the drive has collected
sixty coats, and will continue
winter break.

The coats will then be a hd
gift to the ones who need the
most, right before the long
fully sets in, O’Dell said.

Cleme

This Nebraska student wants
to make a difference.

is a senior political science and history major
Angela at the University of Nebraska—Lincoln. She’s
also one of only 80 students nation-
wide to be awarded a Truman
Scholarship. This prestigious award
recognizes outstanding potential leaders in
public service. “It’s for idealistic, I-want-to-
save-the-world types of people,” says Angela,
and she’ll be taking that spirit from the
campus to the nation in the years ahead.

If you want to make a difference...

s no place like Nebraska.

Rated a “Best Value”

NeBﬂIVERSITY ]or

Lincoln

Admissions: 402-472-2023 or www.unl.edu
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my sees rise in recruitment numbers since Sept. 11

By Paula Salhany
Recruiting has not changed,
here are more people show-
ip at the doors.
bince the Sept. 11 attacks, the
y has noticed more people
were in the service previ-
Iy showing up at recruiting
frs to sign up, Staff Sgt. Steven
e, U.S. Army Recruiter said.

ats

Odt

entral F

fto a g ple have been open to the
arge of S of the Army since the Sept.
said. ghs. People are less afraid to
crats grol recruiters, he said.
as a sel@enior Aaron Graves is en-
dy. # in the National Guard and
The dril@r Kerri Bahr will be in once
ace to colets her paper work back.
e coats Ulcen though they both made
record Slxision to join the army be-
collectioMthe attacks, they haven't
last y&leed their minds about the
ell said. e
The ci8Graves and Bahr plan on
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Jwith some people,” she said.
Nebraska has always been a
that lets each district test in
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Wifferent districts and put

linto one report card.

bhe said overall the CRTs are
forrible, but she would rather
do them.

Wernsmann said a group of
fiers were on a committee that
pup with the CRT. The teach-

ts memt
d given
intercor
Central’

teachers
tions, O

making the Army their career and
do not worry about being put on
active duty after they graduate.

The army recruiters work
very closely with the school dis-
trict to try and get students inter-
ested in the Army.

Lange said he gets a list of stu-
dents in OPS from the school in
order to recruit.

“We do everything from go-
ing to classes and speaking to
standing in the courtyard hand-
ing out information. A lot of kids
are very ‘in the dark” about the
army. Our recruiting puts some
light onto the subject,” he said.

One major incentive of the
Army is the fact that it will pay
for a soldier to go through college
while he is still on active duty. If a
student enlists in the Army and is
looking for the Army to pay his
way through college, he is re-

ers were selected from both the
high school and elementary
school level.

To come up with the reading
selections and the test questions,
the teachers used Prentice Hall
materials.

The Prentice Hall books are
OPS’s adopted textbook.

She said the CRTs are a good
indication of not only how stu-
dents are doing in class, but how
teachers are teaching.

“The assessments are a very
good way for teachers to see what
they need to improve on,” she
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SKIN APPEAL

custom tattoo & gallery
415 South 12th St.
lower level of Retro
(402) 301-4074

quired to serve four years in the
Army.

“Basically, if you go to a four
year college, you are only in the
Army for the amount of time you
are in school,” Lange said.

Both Graves and Bahr became
interested in the Army through
their involvement with ROTC.

Even though many people
have been open to the Army, there
are those who are afraid of it.

Junior Mary Michalak said
there are a few reasons why she
wouldn’t go into the military.

“l1 wouldn't go in while the
military while the U.S. was at war,
but if it were during a period of
peace then I would consider it,”
she said.

Michalak said her dad is an-
other reason she wouldn’t enlist.

“He was in the Marines and
he won't let me because of the

said. “It’s like if someone were to
go to a doctor. Before they give
you medicine they have to know
what is wrong. That’s exactly
what the CRTs do for teachers.”

Many students don’t think
the CRTs are a very good indica-
tor of achievement for students or
the schools.

Senior Devon Anderson said
the tests are just an added stress.

“They should either have the
tests count for something, like a
grade, or not make us do them at
all,” he said. “I also think it would
be much more effective for each

way the Marines work,” she said.
“He has told me stories about
what sergeants would do to
squadron leaders. If someone in
their group would mess up the
leaders would have to squat down
and a metal locker would be put
on their backs. They would have
to stay there till the sergeants said
it was okay to leave.”

The combination of war and
stories has made Michalak wary
of enlisting.

“Some people do not under-
stand that without the military the
American people wouldn’t have
much of the freedom they do to-
day,” Lange said.

But despite what some people
think, Bahr and Graves will do all
the training necessary to become
active in the military.

“I plan on making the military
my career,” Bahr said.

sults of state test complimentary to school’s English department

district to test with the same test.
The report card would also be
more accurate with a unified test.”

Wernsmann said the CRTs
will improve over the years. With
each of the tests the teachers and
students become more familiar
with them.

One of the only things
Wernmann would like to do dif-
ferently is to gel more teachers
involved in the process. But be-
cause teachers are so busy, this has
been hard.

Overall, for the first year, the
tests have gone well, she said.

College Corner

University of Florida

Location: Gainesville, Florida

Admission: 70 percent

Type: Four-year public university, coed

Undergraduate enrollment: 44,216 undergrad

Additional facts: Top 10 museum of natural science located on
campus, microkelvin facility, working test nuclear reactor
Freshman admissions: 2.5 GPA or higher, 1000 or higher on SAT

Ball State

Location: Muncie, Indiana

Admission: open admission

Type: Four-year public university, coed

Undergraduate enrollment: unknown

Additional facts: Many opportunities for extracurricular activi-
ties, diverse student body

Freshman admissions: 3.0 GPA or higher, 24 on ACT

UCLA

Location: Los Angeles, California

Admission: unknown

Type: Four-year public university, coed

Undergraduate enrollment: 37,000 undergrad

Additional facts: 100 different fields of study, international stu-
dents from nearly 100 different countries

Freshman admissions: 3.0 GPA or higher, 26 on ACT, carly
application encouraged

Donate your organs and tissues.
Sponsored by Omaha Nephrology

Need Someone
to Talk to...

e Free pregnancy tests

e Concerned counselors

e Pre-natal care referrals

e Complete confidentiality

.We're here for you.

ar¢

PREGNANCY
SERVICES

402/554-1000

5001 Leavenworth, Omaha, NE e www.epspregnancyservices.org

We’ll Create
A Look

Thurs till 6:00
Sat 8:30 - Noon

558-4331

Fax 558-9289

e-mail sales@centertrophy.com
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enter Street

Especially For You
M-F 8:30-4:30

Medals
Ribbons
Plaques

Pens

Clocks

Acrylic &
Crystal Awards
Patches

Full Color
Reproduction

Laser Etching
Architectural Signage
Name Badges

Team & Individual
Sports Awards
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Rubber Stamps
© Free engraving
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RE THAN 250 TITLES
ON SALE EVERYDAY!
NEW OR USED - BUY OR SELL

0F

»'{ JOIN OUR FREE EMAIL CLUB!
| Sign up at www.homersmusic.com!

GREAT mMUSIC

FREQUENT BUYERS CLUB
AND EARN FREE MUSIC!

JOIN OUR FREE

wWww.homersmusic.com

SADDLE CREEK
530 N. Saddle Creek Road

OLD MARKET
1114 Howard St.

ORCHARD PLAZA
2437 South 132nd Street

BELLEVUE .
1015 Galvin Road South

lincoln

EAST
6103 “O” Street

NORTH 27th
1228 North 27th Street

DOWNTOWN 14th
1330 “O” Street

Exclusive Hair and Nailz 4 U

Featuring Brookey B...
“‘Always Promising You the Hook Up!”

Located At:

1822 North 33rd Street
Omaha, NE 68111
Work: 402.553.5905
Cell: 402.880.6845

Specializing In:

Relaxers, Hair Color

Hair Cuts, Twists

Flat Twists, Pronto Weaves

French Rolls, Ponytails

Central High Alumni

Julie A. Frank

Mary C. Gryva
Attorneys At Law

FRANK & GRYVA, P.C.
201 Historic Library Plaza
1823 Harney Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Bus: (402) 346-0847
Fax: (402) 346-5920

get out there
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¢ Congress shall make no laws respecting an establish
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abr

ing the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the righto
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the gove

for a redress of grievances.
FIRST AMENDMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, RATIFIED DEC.

F ——

Dr. Gary Thompson
Principal

Matt Deabler

Adviser

Matt Wynn

Editor in chief

Joe Meyer

Editorial page editor

register@ops.org
E-mail

124 North 20th Street
Omaha, Ne 68102
Mail

(402)557-3357

Phone

(402)557-3339

Fax

Graphic by LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

Beware.

If you have been convicted of a drug crime in the
last year and are planning to apply for financial aid
from the federal government, you may not be eligible
to receive any money.

Answering question 35 of the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid packet truthfully may disqualify
some of the thousands of students who apply for fi-
nancial assistance from the federal govern-
ment each year.

The question asks, “Have you ever been
convicted of possessing or selling illegal
drugs?”

Because of federal legislation, students are
now required to blow the whistle on them-
selves and face the possibility of being punished if they
answer the question truthfully with a “yes” response.

Of course, the student could always lie and try to
get away with it. But, if they do that, they take the risk
of getting caught. They also do something many citi-
zens are afraid of—lying to the federal government.

What should a student do?

The answer: students should not be required to
answer this question in the first place.

While this action may seem like a great way to
weed out students who do not deserve aid, the
government’s actions fall short.

The government is relying on students to elimi-
nate themselves from receiving financial aid only be-
cause they tell the truth.

This is wrong.

Especially in today’s society, young people need
to be encouraged to be truthful. They should not be
punished for telling the truth.

There is no question anywhere else in the packet
about whether or not a student has been convicted of
any other crime, felonies or otherwise.

If the government is so convinced that it should
only give aid to students with outstanding moral char-

e0 00

EDITORIAL

The opinion of
the Register

truth

students out in the cold.

acter, why doesn’t it include a question concerning
other, more serious crimes?

Hypothetically, the government is willing to give
financial aid to rapists and murderers, but not to stu-
dents who have been convicted of less serious drug
crimes.

This is wrong.

Whether or not a student has been convicted of a
drug crime does not affect their ability to
perform well in the classroom. It also
does not mean they do not deserve the
opportunity to receive financial aid.

And since the money the federal gov-
ernment gives out can only be used for
college expenses, the government can rest
assured that the students won’t use the money to feed
a drug habit.

Besides teaching students that being truthful will
hurt them, this policy also contradicts the justice
system’s current stance on dealing with juvenile drug
cases.

Whereas the courts prefer to rehabilitate young
drug offenders and offer them the chance to change
their lives around, this action punishes students for
mistakes they made when they were younger.

Some students may not receive aid that they need
to attend school. This limits the opportunities that
they may have.

The government should dedicate itself to open-
ing up as many opportunities for its voung people as
possible. It should not shut students out because they
made a mistake in their young lives.

Overall, making students answer this question
is senseless.

The policy punishes students for doing some-
thing that has always been regarded as honorable—
telling the truth.

After all, isn’t telling the truth supposed to fix a
problem, not create a new one?

Trouble
with the

In the past, truthfulness was
known as an honorable
quality. But now, thousands
of students are being dis-
qualified from receiving
federal financial aid simply
because they tell the truth
about possible past drug
convictions. By doing this,
the government is turning
its back and leaving many

4 HEROES
- Added emphasis on airport security

Ever since the terrorist attacks, airport security hag
come a national priority. Immediately after the incide
the security measures still had bugs to work out. But
cently, the security has been working. Even in Omaha, a
with a loaded gun who was trying to pass a checkpoint
caught. Everyone who is working to make the industrys
for Central students to fly to national conferences and ¢
meetings should be thanked for their efforts.

- Central intramural basketball

For the first time ever, Central students who do notg
pete on the school’s basketball team now have an oppe
nity to participate in an intramural basketball progs
Thanks to grants the school received, this program all
students to become more involved in school activities
having fun and staying healthy. Hopefully students will
advantage of this valuable opportunity and it will cont
next year.

- Central’s Mock Trial team

For the first time in its existence, the Central Mock
team qualified for the state competition in North Platte
its way to the state contest, the team beat defending§
champion Elkhorn, Roncalli and other squads. It is gre
see the team do well and receive recognition for a job
done. Thank you for all the hard work you have don
represent the school well.

- The State Board of Education
In the last month, the State Board of Education hasti
giant steps forward in trying to solve the current co

to postpone all fees, like it did for matinee ticket sale
month.

- Central’s English Department
Central’s English Department scored extremely wel

the reading requirements while the majority of the stud
were mastery in writing. This is a great testament to

duced many great writers throughout the years.

- OPS Board of Education

that would allow home-schooled students to attend pi
high schools for part of the day. This will allow these
dents to become involved in the educational system
interact with students their own age. Also, it will givef
students superior instruction in upper-level classes,
Calculus and computer courses.

£ ZEROS

- Student testing before conferences

Like every other year, the school decided to waste
other half day of school this year. With True Colors for
freshmen, the PLAN test for sophomores and ASVAB
ing for juniors, students did not learn anything useful.
stead of wasting every students’ time, the school sho
find another way to use the day to actually teach studé

- District’s winter break schedule

How is it that students are dismissed for Christiant
gious holidays but not for others? Although the vacatie
officially called winter break, the district always schedt
the break to include Christmas, but leaves out other
days. The same is true with spring break. Students ¥
practice other religions often have to miss school in of
to observe another holiday. The district needs to look a
schedule again to make sure it works.

- Westside’s new drug dog

In a complete act of futility, Westside High School
cently acquired a drug dog to patrol the halls and
crack down on drugs inside the school. Besides prese
a possible constitutional violation, the drug dog will m
the students feel like the faculty does not trust them
create more problems than it will ever solve.

- District’s rejection of portables for Central
After school administrators seemed to have solved

school a curveball. The portables the school was co
on to occupy the football field are not available. Nowj
school is going to have to adopt a new plan. Hopeft
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administrators will be able to lead the school through
next couple of years.

state. The money the district will lose will cause mores
ous number crunching by Superintendent John Mackiel
other district officials. Hopefully, the district will be ab
operate without this money and the state will find st
way to compensate the districts statewide.

- Millard sport booster’s request

to have more than one varsity team, per sport. But ina

- Faith Lynn Photojournalist ality, competition would suffer because more medi
Emily Neumann Photojournalist teams would be competing against the better teams. If
Connor Meigs Cartoonist were allowed, it would also provide conflicts when sc
Matt Deabler Adviser uling games and tournaments.

versy over student fees. Because there is not any precef
in Nebraska law, the issue will probably need to be sal
in the Legislature. Meanwhile, it is a good thing for the sd

the latest state report card. Almost all of the students pa

quality of the Central English Department, which hasj

Bravo to the Board for approving an open-door pg

feading
le pers:

AMillard booster requested that the Nebraska Stateffi
tivities Association allow Millard schools the opportu
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€€ Congrats Register. You wrote
something worth reading. Shame to
the administration for launching a
campaign against the truth. »

Gavin Jensen, 11

Superficial tendencies distort truth
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ZLU‘IFY l}as Do you know what you ate today?

he incideillh, o< are you don't.

out. Butlg |, today ‘s consumer-oriented society

)maha.,a ople seldom take the time to realize

eckpoint ery stupid thing they eat.

ndustry s Being a consumer is

ces and ol he. 1

pwever, | would be
ncerned with what is

promote it.

crawling off my plate? And what is rice
doing on my plate if [ am at a hambuger
restraunt?

I didn’t know, but I ate it anyways.
That probably wasn’t a great idea.

But then again, blind
consumption isn’tdue to an
abundance of thought (such
as eating unsanitary foods).

~“WRtually being This  consumption
o do not cofnsumed often encompasses the
> an oppor@ Irecently confirmed EXTRANEOUS edible as well as the mental.
all progralis suspicion at a local PHRASES The nice politician
»gram allogst food joint. Donis Metzs must be nice. He looks nice.

tivities whild As a less than
lents will tithusiastic burger flipper slapped a
will continfiipping grease patty of quasi-meat onto
bun, his index finger was totally
pncealed in his lett nostril.

Seeing the fast food attendant go nose
elunking while | waited for my order
ide me wonder how much (or how
Hle) | really know about the things | put
. It is greafiny mouth.
for a job yile Why does the ‘burger” share such
have dondiiilar qualities to the byprodyct of the
irgerflipper’s nose? Why is rice

ral Mock T
rth Platte.
fending st

He speaks nice. What could
there be that isn’t nice about him besides
the twelve million dollars he accepted
from al-Qaida?

This faith in appearance is the basis
of most individuals” “don’t think,
consume,” mentality.

Everyone has different motivations.
Everyone has different beliefs. Everyone
has a different message.

Just like someone should not eat
contaminated fast food meat, they should
not put faith in everything he or she is

Top ten worst things to eat

tion has tal .
irrent cont
ny preced
1 to be sol
for the sch

Powdered anthrax doughnuts delivered directly to you from
some strange address in Florida.
2. A glowing T-bone steak found next to a large bucket of antifreeze.
3. Leftover Egg Nog you found in between your couch cushions.
cket sales 4. Mad cow infested English beef.
5. Skim milk...from rat.

6. Anything from Joe’s House O’ (insert here).

emely well
1dents pass
f the stude
ament to
hich hasp

i 10. Anything at the Donner Party picnic.
n-door pal
attend pu
ow these §
| system afi@ You're not cool. then you're acting like an idiot.
\rﬂ]‘give th@l |'m sorry, vou're a nice person, Remember every teen movie from the *
| classes, | tly, but you're probably not cool. 80s? Remember how the underdog goes
B Atleast, notif you're trying tobecool.  to the jock’s party and makes a fool out
I've noticed something over the past  of himself or gets totally smashed? That's
gr. People think they’re “cool” and they ~ what you look like.
yand act “cool,” but something gets lost You're dressed like an idiot because
ing the way and they you buy clothes that you see
tlook stupid. in fashion magazines. You
to wasteail® | can’t stand the don’t really like them, but
olors for M “cool.” It's vague ! b you buy them anyway.
ASVAB tedlidoverused. My mom i The cost of your winter
g useful len uses it. But for ] wardrobe could cover three
hool shoulllme reason, peoplestill  LONG STORY SHORT  semesters” tuition at
ch studeniii® it and still aspire to Kairlin Butz Harvard.

cool.”

I've never really seen the pointin all
this. Then again I'm the world’s
gest dork. Look at me sometime and |
Iprobably trip and fall or snort when

hristian n
e vacation
7s schedul
t other h
udents w
00l In orf
o look at!

But if you truly are whatever you
pose to classify as “cool,” then you
dn’t have to try. If you're trying,

You need an instruction
manual to get dressed, but boy do you
look cool! You are the coolest, at least by
your own silly standard.

Do you use slang you hear on
popular MTV programs like TRL and
Real World, too?

Do you understand this slang?

Do you use it anyway?

told.

But what about my friends, the
Friends hundreds of thousands of people
across the world watch daily? Their
perspectives are pure along with their
hearts and pores.

MONICA: “I'm anorexic and ['m
happy, at least my character is.”

CHANDLER: “Yeah well I'm an
addict. But hey, life is great, don’t you
guys think so?”

RACHEL: “Of course, but why are all
our friends well off, pretty, white
people?”

ROSS: “Well I'm pretty sure
its because we are fictional
television characters on a
show marketed to white
suburbia.”

JOEY: “And now a
message from our sponsor.
‘Steal your parents money
and give it to NBC.””

PHOEBE: “Wow
that’s great and so is
life, let’s have
sex.”

7. Those attractive brown sludge-cicles accumulating under your car every \*
time you drive in the snow. ;
8. Vegetables in general. But especially those still coated in layers of fresh
fertilizer straight from the field.
9. Something that looks like a candy bar floating in the pool.

DovGMEIGS

Hooray. | want to be like my friends
on TV. I can’t wait until I go to college
and graduate so | can be out on my own.

Lite will be just like whatever
episode of whatever show | watched the
night before.

But wait, college costs money. Mom
won’tdo my laundry anymore. All of the
sudden, rent will become real.

[ am not trying to say that television
is bad or that Friends isn’t entertaining.
However, if a person truly looks to

television as a representation of the
real world, he or she has
problems.

Outside influences will
always shape peoples’
outlook.

Sometimes for the
better. Sometimes for the
worse.

So, eat your mystery
meatand smile. Ignorance is

bliss.

At least until

digestion sets

in that is.
N
N
e

4

If your answers are “yes, no, yes,”
then you have a problem. You're not cool
and you're actually a bit of a poser.

Take a fictional, yet all-too-real case
of our good friend Johnny. Johnny
considers himself a cool guy, a hep cat, if
you will.

Butif you take a closer look at Johnny,
you see a far different picture. He's
slightly reminiscent of the guy from that
“Pretty Fly for a White Guy” song. He
gives “shout-outs” to his “homies” from
his self-organized physics club. He
considers them “old school.”

I think you should be able to
understand the scenario. He is just one
of many poor, misguided fools who leads
his life, constantly reaching for that
certain something.

He’s failing miserably, but at least he
is trying.

If kids like poor Johnny keep up at
this pace, I know what the future will
hold. Kids who are always trying to act

Dbsession to meet lousy standards kills image

cool in high school turn into the annoying
people you see at local concerts.

You know, the ones who don't like
the band, but go and have a miserable
time and act snotty to all the kids who
do like the band.

The reason they show up is... to look
cool. And to be seen doing so by people
they consider to be cool.

What a fabulous waste of six bucks.

Why would you want to waste your
precious time doing things you don’t like
just to impress people who probably
don’t like you because you act like a fool?
It just doesn’t make sense.

The people who I think are cool don’t
have to try. They just show up and act
like their odd little selves and everybody
loves them for it.

Maybe you should try it. Go to a
show to see a band you actually enjoy.
Buy clothing that you feel comfortable in.

It may sound crazy, but you might
end up being... Do | even need to say it?

h School!

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES

s and try
5 presenti
g will

iree pieces in last issue cast bad image

'On Thursday, Nov. 1, | received my very own is-

REGISTER

Second issue displayed excellent reporting
['m not normally a supporter of the Register, but

st them 2l of the award-winning Register.
On the front page, the first article, I found name
agging and unneeded persecution. The article was
ntral

kd, “Athlete plays despite assault charges.” The ar-
e was in reference to assault and battery charges
dagainst a Central student and athlete.

The act should not be condoned. If the accused is
Ind guilty, recourse should be taken. Innocent until
pven guilty, right? Or does that not apply in the
peding grounds of the Register?

The person accused may have done something
itis inherently wrong, but you have committed a
greater injustice.

2 solved|
ct threw!
as counts
e. Now, |

Hopefu
‘hrough|

new way The focus of the article may have been on the ad-
icts receifiinistrative view, yet that is not what the student body
1ted. In fieading. We're reading how one of our own is a hor-

2d fromi
2 more s
vackiela
11 be able

find so

le person.
While all the information you printed was public
pwledge by law, it is not needed in a high school
spaper. Is this what award winning journalism
lounts to?
Sam Comfort, 12

ka State.

ahey editorial disregards fair’s purpose
ppor

3ut in adilE | AM writing in response to the editorial entitled
s med" they’s after school fair fails to offer options to stu-
SR '3 ts, teachers.” I was thrilled to see the Central High

00l Register tracking city events and activities. City
fernment is not often a major focus for a high school

hen schi

Letters wanted

Letters to the editor can be dropped off in room
315 or the mailbox in the couryard. All letters
must be signed and include the author’s grade.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited for clarity and length.

newspaper.

But I am deeply concerned by the numerous
factual errors published in your paper’s editorial.
Itis clear to me that the Register did not understand
the purpose and goals of ABC 2001: Afterschool
Basics for Omaha’s Children. As a matter of fact,
the entire editorial is based on several fundamen-
tal misconceptions of the program:

— The activity was not held for students.

— No public money was used to host the fair.

— The fair was never promoted as the solution
but merely as a starting point.

— The fair did benefit Omaha by providing a
platform for discussion and planning.

While there are many challenges facing after
school programs, one of the larger issues is attract-
ing junior high and high school youth. There is no
doubt that student input will be useful as my ad-
ministration moves forward with its after school
work. | encourage you to continue your coverage.

Mayor Mike Fahey

issue two was a shining example of what a good paper
should be.

My kudos to Matt Wynn who had the integrity to
write a story about Central administrators allowing a
particular student to play football despite pending
charges of assault. :

Of course, we are all versed in the student hand-
book and know that these circumstances would nor-
mally merit suspension from any sporting event until
things were sorted out. ;

It’s high time someone brought the double standard,
which runs rampant at Central, to the attention of the
public.

From the smallest infraction to something as gran-
diose as the scandal gracing the front page of last issue,
faculty and administrators often turn a blind eye to the
actions of star athletes.

I also think that the actions taken by the adminis-
tration to muffle the Register are grossly unfair, and are
obviously in retaliation to the story in the offending is-
sue.

As I'm informed, the staff of the Register is being
punished for having low grades and staying too late to
work on the paper.

Am I the only one who finds this biased? Since when,
in a place established for learning, does academics take
a back seat to athletics?

Congrats Register. You wrote something worth read-
ing. Shame to the administration for launching a cam-
paign against the truth.

Gavin Jensen, 11

v/ REGISTER YOUR OPINION

When students apply for fi-
nancial aid, should the federal
government require them to
answer a question about any
drug convictions they might
have? And if so, should stu-
dents be disqualified if they
answer “yes' to the question?

“1'd lie because if you need

money and one question is going

to screw it up, then I'd lie.”
Catherine Peters, 10

“I think the drugs have nothing
to do with the student’s capabili-
ties. L don’t think drugs should be
considered a part of the FAFSA.”

Alicia Franklin, 12

“They [the kids] should be
thrown out. They cannot be seri-
ous about financial aid if they
answer ‘yes’ to using drugs .”
David Fisher, 9

“I don't like it. You might have
made a mistake, but you mightbe
smart and able to do well in
school but you cannot afford col-

lege.”
5 Brian Curry, 11

“I think it should be asked be-
cause if you’ve been convicted of
it in the past, then the federal gov-
ernment will think you'll do it
again.” o

Blaine Stratton, 10

“1 think it’s the right thing to do
because if they're a felon, that
might make the college look

bad.”

Derrick Brown, 10

“You could have just did that once
and changed. The question
should be whether you want to

do it again.”
Vanna Harper, 9
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