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Low

mal.

By Matt Wynn

Even though a starting
firal linebacker violated the
frict’s eligibility rules, he still
ied in five football games this
SN,

After a Register investiga-
l, administrators removed
ior Teon Eason for the
ainder of the season because
two counts of assault he was
iged with in late August,
fluding one charge that was

lassroom fees
er parent sues

By Joe Meyer

Senior Zack Kowalewski cannot believe what is
ppening to his Career Center photography class.
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HYPOGLYCEMIA

blood sugars can

cause dizziness, fatigue
and stomachaches. For
some students,

it's nor-
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reported by the school nurse.
Although he was eventually
removed from the team, the fact
still stands: an athlete who never
should have played may have
helped the team win two games
against North and Millard South.
The Code of Conduct for
OPS clearly states that any stu-
dent charged with assault that
results in injury is ineligible to
participate in athletics and other
extracurricular activities for the

VIOLENCE
After Sept. 11,
acts of violence in
television, movies and
music have taken on a
new

meaning.

duration of the school year.

The officer who responded
to the nurse’s call on Aug. 27
wrote in his report that the vic-
tim had a “serious bruise” on
one eye. According to County
law, that bruise is an injury.

Athletic  Director  Paul
Pennington said he only gave
Eason a 15-day suspension from
athletics because limited infor-
mation was available when he
handed down the consequence.

Oldest High School Newspaper West of the Mississippi

“All I knew was we had an
athlete who was ticketed and
arrested, nothing more,”
Pennington. “Knowing this, |
took it and did what I thought |
had to do.”

By the district’s own rules,
administrators only have flexi-
bility with punishment after an
investigation.

City  prosecutor  Mike
Winchester said he does not see
any evidence an investigation

SOFTBALL

The softball team
was going strong,
then hit a brick wall
at districts. What
went wrong?

PAGE 29D

National Paceméker Award Winner

thlete plays despite assault charges

took place.

“All the information needed
to tell what happened is right
here in the police reports,”
Winchester said.

Winchester said the most
important part to the rule in the
handbook is the part that states
there must be an injury.

In the police reports, there is
ample evidence of both assault
and injury, he said.

“This is a predator. And he

PHONE: (402) 557-3357

FAX: (402) 557-3339

E MAIL: reglster@ops org

124 N. 20th Street
Omaha, NE 68102

will continue to be a predator,”
Winchester said. “But luckily,
when you are his age, vou are
still able to be wor kod The ends
of your bones are still develop-
ing, your frontal lobe is still
; you can still be taught.

But in order to do that, he will

growing

have to face some conse-
quences.”
Normally, a Student

Personnel Assistant (SPA) from

See EASON, page 8

Ever since a Central student’s father sued the
ool district on Sept. 21, the photography class
changed a lot, Kowalewski said.
Students have always been required to pur-
gse their own film and processing paper from the
ment for the 14 years that laboratory techni-
inLisa Burkhardt has been there.
Until now.
Now, instructors have to furnish the students
th the supplies free of charge because the district
posed a sanction postponing all student transac-
ns immediately after the lawsuit was filed,
rkhardt said.
In one day, the photography department at the
reer Center handed out over $400 in supplies,
nething that is depleting the department’s fund-
L Burkhardt said
“It's affecting us every hour of everyday,” she
d. “I know we will be able to make it through this
mester. Hopefully, we will be able to make it
ough the entire year.”
Roger Roll, father of a Central freshman, filed
 lawsuit because he was fed up with paying
merous student fees for her throughout the past
e years. In his lawsuit, he claims the fees are
onstitutional because the school district is not

Turn to LAWSUIT, page 3

By Matt Wynn

By Joe Meyer

uilding.

Inez said he asked if he could use the confer-
% room early to get his work done. That was just

Bway he was, Inez said.

"I m an early riser,” ]err{)ld told a woman at the

any he was working with
_'i early can | come into your
work done?”
Inez said she first heard about

umnus dies in
errorist attacks

Central graduate Jerrold Paskins always had a
at work ethic, his wife Inez said.

On Sept. 11, Jerrold, who graduated in 1962,
B working in a conference room on the 94th floor
Tower One in the World Trade Center, the exact
ce where the first hijacked airplane crashed into

*name changed to protect identity

Junior year was fun for senior James Richmond*.

He got out of school and walked over to his friend’s
house. They would play some video games.

Then they would smoke a little meth.

That’s when the fun would start.

He would still play video games, but he would be
better than usual.

“For some reason you can just concentrate better,
move faster, be smarter. It helped me beat all the games,”
Richmond said.

Then he would start drawing. He would draw almost
every day anyway, but when he was on meth, his art was
a lot better than it ever was.

All the lines were straighter, and he would spend
more time trying to get everything right.

“I would use a ruler and make sure everything was
perfect. [ would measure out every line and make sure it

Photo by PAULA SALHANY/THE REGISTER

This photo illustration shows one method people use to smoke meth. A user puts the drug on any surface that can be held, usu-
ally a piece of tinfoil. Heat is then added with a lighter underneath, and the chemical begins to smoke. The smoke can either be
inhaled without an instrument or with a straw. Meth can also be injected or snorted. Some people even put rocks in their eyes.
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See PASKINS, page 11
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Turn to METH, page 5

Turn to pages 4-5 Lab bust leads to

for more stories area couple

stiff jail time for one

One Central student talks about the factors
leading up to his own addiction to
methamphetamine, one of the fastest growing and
most frightening drugs in the nation

Local interstate
@ source of drug for
most of country

How the drug works
and what it can do to
a body... and a mind
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YMCA's new teen cen-

place to go after school,
helps younger children

Ballet

Pirouettes, pliés and
more. Dancing is
becoming popular,
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The competition for the
football state title is
more fierce than ever.
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New frisbee club

grows every week

The Ultimate Frisbee club is a recent addition to
Central’s traditional clubs and activities.

The club meets once a week, usually Sundays, at
“the Sunks,” located at Happy Hollow and
Underwood. Everyone whoshows up plays Frisbee
for a few hours and has a good
time, chib founder Jacob Priluck
said.

“Ultimte Frisbee club is the
first of its kind at Central,”
Priluck said. “Many Central stu-
dents play Ultimate Frisbee, so
the club made sense,” he said.

There are not very many
teams in the metro area. Many
people regularly play at open
fields such as Memorial Park and
“The Sunks,” but there are ¥éry few organized teams,
he said, which is hard fof competition.

The club played UNO’s Ultimate Frisbee team
on Wednesday, Oct; 24. UNO won the match, but both
sides had a good time, Priluck said.

The club’s goal is to have fun while playing
Frisbee.

“We are the best club at Central,” Priluck said.

There are many members in the club, and more
coming each Sunday. The club is quickly growing in
popularity, he said.

Priluck said anyone interested is encouraged to
join any Sunday.

&
.-r..

Construction delays
first art club projects

Art club painted pumpkins for its first activity of
the year on Oct. 25.

The club then sold the pumkins to Central stu-

derits and faculty in the
Mxﬂ , club vice president
" Ashidy Vak said.
~ “The club took bids for the
pumpkins and the highest bidder
took the punpkins home.

The sale’s proceeds were do-
nated to United Way of the Mid-
lands/Chad, Vak said.

Artchlub had a slow start due

Vak to construction in the art room to

fix the ceiling. The club plans on

many more activities now that the room has reopened.

Besides displacing the art classes for several
weeks, the construction in the art room also slowed
the progress of many art club projects,

The club had to postpone the completion of their
mural in the library because school administrators
decided to hold art and physics classes in the area.
The mural will be made by Central students. It was
started last year.

The club’s next project i$ to make hemp necklaces.

Later in the year, art clab is planning on setting
up a gallery to show off its work. Members said they
hope to open the display before winter break.

The grand opening will include a dinner to mark
the premiere of the gallery.

SNHS inducts
new members

Spanish National Honors Society started off the
year by inducting new members into the group of
Spanish students, club member Wade Shelton said.

The group will participate in many activities
throughout this year.

From helping younger students with Spanish
work to doing community service and raising money
for scholarships, the club will have a busy year,
Shelton said.

“The club teaches us more
about Spanish culture,” he said.

Many ‘of the members tutor
students in beginning Spanish
classes. The students will usually
give up a study hall and spend
time to help others with their lan-
guage problem, Shelton said.

The Spanish Honor Society
Shelton will also fundraise to provide a

scholarship for a person who de-
cides to major in Spanish during

college
“I enjoy helping to ralge money for the scholar-
ship,” Shelton said:+ 8 4= -

The students VM various activities dur-,

ing the year.

Many of these ¢vents are related to Spanish cul-
ture in some way.

Thev o]unteermg helps the community while giv-
ing the members service hours that they can use when
they apply to college.

“The honor society is a great thing to have on
your resume,” Shelton said.

It takes many steps to become a member of the
Spanish National Honor Society.

The first requitement is that each student needs
to have a “One” in Spanish classes for at least three
semesters at Central.

They also need to have.two teacher recommen-
dations in order to apply to become a member of the
g]"()LIP.

The students were then inducted at the begin-
ning of the school year.

Compiled by Aaron Maurice

Photo by PAULA SALHANY/THE REGISTER
City, state and military officials listen to the Omaha Symphony play at Memorial Park during a
memorial service for the victims of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. An estimated 2,000 people
from the Omaha area attended the memorial, making it one of the most largely attended
memorial services in the Midlands, certainly in Omaha.

November

Winter sports physical

Today, free winter sports physicals will be available to athletes in the Old Gym after
school. In order to try out for a sport, all athletes need to have a current physical.
Last day to buy yearbooks!

Yearbook sales end on Friday. The book sells for $25 and has more color and exciting
features of Central students. The sales will not be extended. Go to room 315 for more details.
& H ” n

Brlgadoon premieres

The first Central musical of the year is set to premiere Friday. The musical will be pre-
sented to students followed by two evening showings. The last show will be Saturday night.
SATs at Central

The SAT will be administered at Central Saturday morning. This is the second to last test
before winter break, so if you forgot to register for this one, you can still register for the Dec.
1 test date up until the 7th.

State football playoffs

Football teams from around the state start the first round of playoff games. The games
last throughout the month and conclude with the state championship.
Parent teacher conferences

Make sure you turn in all your late homework and make amends with your teachers in
time for teacher-parent conferences. Conferences begin at 12:30 and go until 7:30.
Senior Job Shadowing

Seniors are required to shadow a professional this day in order to experiance a day in the
work force. Underclassmen will take the plan and ASVAB tests in the morning.

No school

After the parent-teacher conferences, students get a dav to rest up for the next two weeks
of school until Thanksgiving. This may also be a great time for seniors to schedule their job
shadows, if they could not arrange them for the 8th.

Thanksgiving

Start your oven and get ready to stuff your turkey. The day of lots of eating and no school

has finally arrived.
‘ -
Shop ‘il you drop

Thanksgiving is over, now its time to shop. Get your checkbooks ready to buy those hard
to get items in time for the holidays.
Blood drive

The Red Cross will have a blood drive at Central today. Students are encouraged to do-
nate their blood to help those in need.
All-State

The All-State music performance is scheduled for the 25th at the Civic Auditorium. In
past years, the performance has featured many Central students, and it should be like that
this vear.

First Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball Game
On Now. 30, the boys and girls basketball seasons get underway. Both teams play Burke,

with the boys playing at home and the girls competing at Burke.

Trial tea
starts ye

The court is in session. Oral
for this year’s Central Mock
team.

The Mock Trial team
court case during the last few i
of October, club sponsor Caroll
said. The group consists of
' teams, wh
resent the
different§
of a case.
this years|
ters on a|
business
will take W
from a tow

Witchger farmers.

This

was achi

tried in the Nebraska court syd
but names have been changed|
spect privacy, Hipp said.

The group meets at the cq
courthouse to begin their trial .
then split into separate sides
proceed to try the case as it w
be in an actual court.

The goal is to learn how
court system works and how ¢
are decided, Hipp said.

Sophomore Phillip Witchg
involved in Mock Trial. He said
the club provides a great oppifs
nity to gain first hand experi
about that law field.

The group provides an oppi
nity for the students to see how
court system works, includingy
ing and talking to lawyers, he .

Witchger joined Mock Trial
cause he has thought about becg
a lawyer after he graduates i
school.

The experience of prepa
practicing and actually carryings
a case has helped him unders}
more about how the system wa

“Mock Trial has been a grealff
perience in applying knowle
learned to a real-life situatig
Witchger said. :

He said the time spent wor
and preparing for the case wasf.
worth the end result.

Club combineg

climbing, hikisgs

Rock climbing and hiking g
started off the year with a few hi
but much more is planned,
member Eric Rafferty said. ’

Rafferty combined his idefy,
starting a
climbing g,
with the hik
club that stag |
last year at (
tral and forn
a new club
the merges
the two.

Raffe
started climh
a few years
and has enjoyed the sport. He
traveled out of state for competiti
ever since to test his skill.

The club members went on
merous hikes last year arod
Omaha. This year, they hope to
pand their choices for hikes § ¢
climbs with trips farther away t
last year’s trips.

The hikes are held after sc
or on weekends. The club tries tg
places where all of the club meml
can participate.

Their first meeting of the i
took place on Oct. 4. Members '-
cussed possible trips and events.
club had its first climbing evenf
the indoor wall at the South /So
west YMCA on Oct. 25.

“The YMCA's climbing walljl
challenging routes for all level§
ability,” he said. “Climbing indd
is an ideal place to learn how
climb.”

The rock climbing club wi
available for all students to join. §
YMCA is allowing the club to us
facilities free of charge.

Rafferty said he hopes that§
will gather interest in the sport§
more students will join.

His goal for the year is to t§]
an out-of-state trip where they i
try outdoor climbing,.

Rafferty wants to go to a reg
of the country where there are mfi
places to climb, such as Wyomit |

Wyoming has many rock fon
tions suitable to novice climb |

Rafferty said.
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’sychologist’s job

By Joe Meyer
Richard Muff is Central’s

ool psychologist.

But his job title does not de-

ribe what he actually does on a

gily basis.

“I'm a mixture of a counselor,
icher and psychologist,” Muff
id. " have training with all of

i
LS.

Muff was a teacher and coun-
for in other parts of the state
fore taking his current position.
“I sometimes do things thata
acher does,” he said. “l some-
es do things a counselor does
1] sometimes do things a psy-
logist does.”

John Downs, student and
mmunity services coordinator
OPS, said Muff’s previous ex-

Frience sets him apart from the

er psychologists in the district.
"We do not have very much

iif on board that have teaching

perience,” Downs said.,

Muff’s unique responsibility
Central is to conduct testing for
havioral and learning disabili-

~

LAWSUIT
District asks

om LAWSUIT, page 1
pviding a free education to his
ildren.

“l am taking on a giant here,”
pll said. “I'm taking on not only
tOmaha Public School system,
e bigoest district in the state,
it I'm essentially taking on
kry school district in the state
ause every school district
prges theses fees.”

Freshman Dena Roll, Roger’s
ghter, said she understands
y her father is pursuing legal
tion against the district.

“It's probably opening up a
Dena said.

She said some of her friends

fve commented on the lawsuit,
ent workg

teachers and administrators
/e not said anything to her.
Article VII of the state
nstitution states that a public

hool district must provide free

ftruction to all students
veen the ages of five and
enty-one years.

Charging fees violates this

ficle, Roll said.

The district is currently

ying to decide what fees are
parged for instruction and
hich ones are not, OPS director

Student and Community

prvices Steve Nelson said.

Nelson said the district is
rently investigating the

Photo EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER

Psychologist Richard Muff is at Central two days a week. He
is available to help students in all sorts of areas.

He also helps arrange for stu-
dents to be placed into special
education classes and receive ex-
tra help with school.

“They (school psychologists)
can provide knowledge to teach-
ers and administrators about dis-
abilities that are not common,”
Downs said.

Along with testing students

for problems, Muff also counsels
students about personal issues,
but that is not a big part of his
duties.

Because Muff is only in the
building for two or three days a
week, he said he can not dedicate
enough time to those issues.

“1 will work with the student
for a (school) period, but if the stu-

more than counseling

dent needs long-term help, then
they need to see a professional
therapist,” he said.

He also works on crisis teams
that visit schools.

For example, Muff remem-
bers the district assembling a cri-
sis team when a student disap-
peared from Beals Elementary.

I'hese teams also visit schools
when a student dies and during
other emergencies.

“When you have a crisis in a
school, adolescents and young
people are encountering dmth for
the first ime,” Muff said.

Muff is also responsible for
teaching teachers and other fac-
ulty in the district about student
behaviors.

In the training, which every
teacher in the district will go
through, he teaches staff members
how to deal with angry students
and students with severe behav-
ioral and learning problems.

No matter what he does dur-
ing the day, Muff said his biggest
responsibility is to help students
perform well at school.

state to analyze legality of student fees

student fees that schools charge.
That process was just starting
before the lawsuit was filed.

Principal Gary Thompson
said the school has stopped
charging most student fees.

Because of the lawsuit, the
district imposed a sanction on the
schools to not charge fees for
anything that involves classroom
activities.

This has caused some budget
concerns, Thompson said.

“It will have a very significant
effect,” he said. “Either we have
to come up with extra dollars or
some of the will
disappear.”

Assistant superintendent
Dennis Pool said the sanction may
start to affect the district’s
curriculum, like Kowaleski's
photography class.

“It (collecting student fees)
has just been a way we have
counted on for a certain amount
of revenue,” Pool said. “We want
to be able to offer the curriculum,
but if we can’t have students pay
for some, we would have to roll
back on that curriculum.”

Thompson said the fees the
school collects go to fund things

projects

inside the school.

For example, the locker fees
pay for the school to buy
replacement locks, paint the

hallways and furnish new lockers.

Freshman Luke Hollenbeck
said he is not opposed to paying
locker fees.

“If it’s just a couple dollars at
the beginning of the year, then it’s
all right,” Hollenbeck said.

Freshman Zach Kain said the
school should give students the
choice whether to use a locker or
not.

That way, charging for it
would not be so controversial.

Science department chair Jean
Whitten said the sanction does not
allow the department to ask
to purchase
lab equipment and hupplw. :

[t is just part of a long history
of decreased funding, she said.

The science department has
lost about $16,000 in district
funding over the past two years,
Thompson said.

All science teachers have
purchased supplies for laboratory
experiments using their own
money, Whitten said.

Kain said students should be
the ones who should pay for the
experiments, not the teachers.

He said he has no problem
paying for part the experiment’s
costs, if he is going to be using it
in class.

The financial impacts of the
lawsuit are not all immediate,

students for money

though.

If Roll wins in the courts, the
school district will have to repay
four years of student fees, which
Nelson said would be extremely
costly to the school district.

“Oh my goodness,” he said.
“That money has been spent. That
money is already gone.”

Although his legal filing
might be causing some burdens
said that
was not the reason he sued the
school district.

All he wants is for the district
to be accountable for the money
it spends and obey the
constitution.

“I'm not here to hurt any
kids,” he said. “l would be hurting
my own kids if | was. It was not
an easy decision to make and 1
understand that it actually could
raise taxes someday. It is holding
the Omaha Public School district
to the task of providing a free
public education.”

Nelson said the district has
looked at the issue and referred it
to the Nebraska State Board of
Education for guidance on what
to charge for and what not to.

The issue will be discussed at
a state board meeting Nov. 1

“It is not an issue that is
singular to OPS, it's a statewide
issue,” Nelson said.

for some students, Roll
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College Corner

University of Michigan

Location: Ann Arbor, Michigan

Admission: Open admission

Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 23,971 full-time
Additional facts: Large university providing great
variety of classes and majors, 211 different majors,
great campus location

Freshman admissions: Average freshman has 3.5
GPA and 1180 on SAT, recommendations and in-
terview encouraged

Peru State College

Location: Peru, Nebraska

Admission: Open admission

Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 900 men, 900 women
full-time

Additional facts: Undergoing multimillion-dollar
renovation, small town environment, Liberal Arts
college

Freshman admissions: Incoming freshmen need
a High School GPA of 2.5 or higher. 18 on ACT,
dedicated student

ITT Technical Institute

Location: Omaha, Nebraska

Admission: 90 percent of applicants accepted
Type: Private technical university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 340 full-time
Additional facts: Offer computer networking, mul-
timedia, web development and computer electron-
1CS

Freshman admissions: Incoming freshmen need
lots of math in high school. Admittance is also
based on motivation and work ethic.

University of Northern Colorado

Location: Grenada, Colorado

Admission: Open admission

Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 9,500

Additional facts: Offer unique majors such as lan-
guage pathology, large enough to have the tech-
nology, but small enough to have teacher student
interactions

Freshman admissions: Incoming freshmen need
to have an above average GPA and SAT or ACT
scores, admittance based on Colorado Student In-
dex which is a combination of GPA and SATs and
ACTs.

Music, Videos, Gifts, Stationary, Books & Bibles

Bring in this Coupon for 20% off
Any single non-sale item*

1333-5570 11212 Chicago Cir.
IV’illd through 12/24/01 *some exceptions apply

HMS BROWN BAGGERS

rsUNIQU@
WE

;;‘ HVB %
@@EE[@ DELIVER

%o, . 1509 Farnam 345-4400

30 YEARS OF

ON SALE EVERYDAY!
NEW OR USED * BUY OR SELL

JOIN OUR FREE EMAIL CLUB!
| Sign up at www.homersmusic.com!

MORE THAN zsormis FREQUENT BUYERS CLUB
AND EARN FREE MUSIC!

GREAT MUSIC

JOIN OUR FREE

WWW.home

SADDLE CREEK
530 N. Saddle Creek Road

OLD MARKET
1114 Howard St.

ORCHARD PLAZA
2437 South 132nd Street

BELLEVUE
1015 Galvin Road South

lincoln

_ EAST

6105 “O7 Street

NORTH 27th
1228 North 27th Street

DOWNTOWN 14+th
1339 “O” Street

rsmusic.com

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS

Music by Books & Lyics by
FREDERICK LOEWE ALAN JAY LERNER

2001

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL @ 124 N. 20th STREET

ADULTS: $5.00 ® CHILDREN: &4.00 ® SENIOR CITIZENS: FREE
DOORS OPEN @ 6:30pm ® CURTAIN @ 7:00pm
RESERVATIONS: (402) 557-3332

NOVEMBER 2 & 3,

e il T ——
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Methamphetamines have gained a whole new dimension in
the past couple of years. The number of cases the district at-
torney has dealt with have gone up 200 percent over the past.
four years. The scary part is that more youths are getting in-
volved. Here, the Register has put together three stories that]
best sum up the issue.

All photos courtesy of COUNTY ATTORNEY

At the time of their arrests, Richard Fidone and Pebbles Graham had over $4000 in hard cash. Police also found some of the actual
meth. Both are now serving at least nine years in jail for the illegal manufacture of meth.

Lab busts affect even freshest faces in meth life

By Matt Wynn

the illegal manufacture of methamphetamine,

The woman was taken to the police station in it was simply a matter of obtaining a search
handcuffs. She was facing a major charge: intent warrant.

to sell or distribute methamphetamines.

“Getting a search warrant is no problem.

The twenty-five year old was nondescript. She  People are antsy to convict. Getting these

wore a brown baseball cap, an inside-out green people into the system is really a priority,

"

sweatshirt and green pants, all of which separated ~O’Brien said.

her from the typical inmate. At about five-and-a-

After a judge was presented with the

half feet, 120 pounds, she didn’t seem capable of evidence, they found it easy to make the

the crimes for which she was accused.

decision to give the police the right to search

But it must not be too out of the ordinary. thehouse. As far as they were concerned, there
Everyone knows that sometimes good people do  was no reason to delay the inevitable.

bad things, and especially if they are coerced into

it by an older friend.

Which, in the case of Pebbles Graham, was

Judges knew Fidone and Graham had
more than one recipe for the drug.
They had more than enough of the

true. Her boyfriend, 45-year-old Richard Fidone, necessary chemicals to create a large amount
had been running a meth lab for a while. He had  of the drug.

never been caught, and had always been

particularly careful about his operation.
But lately he had been getting sloppy.

And, as officers who had previously
searched the house knew it smelled. That
slightly urine-like, dirty, not-quite-right smell

Unfortunately for Graham, it just so happened that officers in Omaha have come to know so
that Fidone got caught when she was part of the well. The meth smell.

operation.
Now they were both in jail.

Nebraska was taking a hard stand against

It was at the house. And it was coming
from the basement.
So on Sept. 23,1999, at about ten o’clock in

crimes involving the drug, and not without good  the morning, five members of the Omaha Police

reason.

Narcotics Team knocked on the door at 6123

Arrests had gone up 200 percent in the past South 33 rd Streets. Six officers of the Nebraska
couple of years while meth-related crimes like Clandestine Laboratory Team, a unit that
theft, assault and the like continued to get more specializes in safely dismantling meth labs,

and more violent and common.

District attorney in charge of drug-related

joined them.
The Clandestine Unit is supposed to be on

offenses, Corey O’Brien, was running the site for all meth busts. Because the chemicals
investigation that brought Fidone and Graham involved in making the drug are so dangerous,

to justice.

Even before they searched the house, the

they are more than necessary.
“Everything about meth is combustible,”

police knew what they were going to find. ~O’Brien said.

Already the police had done
extensive investigations into thelivesof  Graham were using, the main ingredients
the suspects. They had rooted through included match heads, paint thinner and
the pair’s trash and found several muriatic acid. All of which are either
ingredients for the making of the drug. combustible alone or extremely flammable.

They found numerous recipes for it,

too.

i
— %
One of the scariest parts about meth is that
it is a manmade drug, Corey O'Brien with
the County Attorney said. The recipes are
fairly simple and require only ingredients
found at pharmacies. This means a lab could
be anywhere. This is the house Fidone ran
his lab out of.

L

And he’s right. For the recipe Fidone and

When the officers knocked on the door to
announce their presence, the front door swung

After they had found sufficient open. Fidone had apparently left it unlocked.
evidence to support the belief that
Fidone and Graham were involved in their options. So they did what they felt was

With the door open, the police considered

Several ingredients for the production of
meth were found in the corner of Fidone’s
house. These included muriatic acid, acetone
and paint thinner. All of the ingredients were
found in a locked room in the basement by
members of the Clandestine Team, a task
force specializing in dismantling meth labs.

right, announced their presence and entered.

Upon doing a sweep search of the house,
officers found no residents. But tucked away in
the basement they stumbled upon what appeared
to be a working laboratory in a locked room.

Jackpot.

“These labs are all over the place, and it
always kind of catches me by surprise. They're
so dirty, they’re so primitive. And everything’s
just there. Meth makes you forget to cover your
tracks, I guess,” O'Brien said.

Because of the previous searches on the
property, officers had a pretty good guess where
they could find either Graham or Fidone.

So they went across the street and knocked
on the door.

“Police,”one of the officers said.

Graham answered the door at Fidone's
mother’s house. Graham was disheveled and
looked as if she had been up for a long time. Her
shirt was inside-out and her brown, stringy hair
hung down in her eyes.

Seeing that she really had no choice, she let
the officers in.

Fidone was found in a back bedroom, laying
on a couch. He, too, seemed like he had been up
for a little bit too long.

After the family had been gathered at the
dining room table, a member of the Clandestine
group, who was still checking out the basement
laboratory, asked to see the officer in charge.

“There’s all sorts of stuff,” he said. “Muriatic,
acetone, heaters, matches...we even found some
of the stuff,” the Clandestine officer said.

The police officer detaining the family
breathed a sigh of relief.

“Good,” he said. Then turning back to the
other officers in the room, he added, “Book them.”

Fidone and Graham were then read their
rights and taken into custody.

After a lengthy trial, both are serving at least
nine-and-a-half years in prison, with mandatory
release set for 12 years.

“They probably won't be released anytime
before that. Nebraska’s really cracking down on
methamphetamine. We're sick of it, and we're
done messing around,” O'Brien said.

One of the biggest telltale signs of a meth
lab is a large amount of matches in the
house. Some recipes require red phosphate,
a chemical found only in match heads and
fireworks. If a large amount of matches is
found in conjunction with other necessary
chemicals, it is easy to get a warrant.
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leeping during
lass related to
Irug, student says

om METH, page 1
ps straight.”

He would draw whatever
me to mind. It would all look
rfect.

But then, at about 7 in the
ming it would hit him.

“Right as you're getting
pssed for school, you look
pwn and say, ‘Man, ['m tired.’

n you realize you haven't
en for a day, and you're
imach starts to hurt. That's
good,” Richmond said.

This school year, Rich-
pnd hasn’t used the drug at

It's the first vear he's even
empted to get off any drug,

He said he's trying to stay
an, at least during the week.
d even over the weekends,
's not touching meth, or
rank” at all.

Occasionally he still
jokes weed, but that's not
Ifas bad as anything he used
do.

Richmond started doing

gs when he was just 11
ars old. He said he started

the same reasons as any
er kid: his friends forced
n into it, he didn’t want to
left out and it just looked

So he started smoking
bed.

“That’s a pretty harmless

g,” he said. “But when you
bw how to use it, it can be
p of the best drugs there is.
ke the best is smoking crank,
en lighting a big fat blunt.
at’s like the perfect high.”

After about two years of
aling with lighter drugs like
rijuana, Richmond stepped
up to the next level.

“I used everything,” he
id. “Weed, coke, acid,
rooms, and you know I'm
getting some stuff in there.
it then, I don’t know exactly
hy, but | thought 1 needed
mething better.”

So, when he was only 13
fars old, Richmond started
ping meth.

“The first time [ did it, 1
asat my homeboy’s house. |
dn’'t want to do it, cause I'd
en that on TV, and | knew if

snorted something, you
ps going to be dead real
hick. 1 did it, but I didn’t like
' Richmond said.

His first time with the

g was uneventful.

“It didn’t really screw me
Pthat bad, just made my nose

By Paula Salhany

Under the seat, in the
unk, in the floor boards and
jarter panels, all of these are
aces where a drug trafficker
uld potentially hide their
ugs.

At one time or another,

g traffickers have hidden

gs in every imaginable
ace in a vehicle.

The drugs have been
ansported from the place
ey were manufactured to any
gjor metropolitan area via
terstate 30.

For many years 1-80 has
ena major hub for drug traf-

fkers. This is because 1-80 is

straight shot from west to

it across the Unitéd States.
It is easy for traffickers to

port their drugs across the

BS. on 1-80 without having to

op or go very far off their
ute to get services such as
5, food and lodging, Lt. Tom
hwarten for the Nebraska
ate Patrol said.

Schwarten has been in-
lved in many of the drug
izures along 1-80.

“I had stopped a car going

stbound on the interstate for
feeding and noticed some

'

bleed a little,” ha said.

But after doing it that first time,
he found it easier and easier to use
itagain and again. Finally, he found
a way to use it that he was accus-
tomed with.

He realized he could smoke the
drug, and he was hooked.

After that, it was hard to get
him to stop.

“We used foils, glass pipes,
light bulbs, any way we could
smoke it, I like. Once in a while
we'd sniff a line, but l would never
make a habit of it,” Richmond said.

One thing Richmond did make
a habit of was meth. He would al-
ways use it, sometimes staying up
three or four days at a time.

The worst part, he said, was
going to school in the morning.
Since he usually used the drug
three times a week, that happened
more often than he would like to
admit.

One time, he came to school
after a particularly good fix, sat
down in first hour, and fell asleep.

When he woke up, it was
fourth hour, and he was very much
in the wrong class.

He said he can’t picture how
his teachers couldn’t have known
hi;‘ was on L'I I"LI?]‘S.

“I'm pretty sure they had to
have known | was on something,. |
was always asleep, and if I was
supposed to answer a question or
something, I wouldn’t, because 1
couldn’t,” Richmond said.

Quitting hasn’t been difficult.
When he last used, about a week
before school started, he knew it
was going to be his last time.

He got together with a couple
of his friends who also used, and
together they decided to quit.

He still hangs out with his
crowd, and he still gets a little bit
of pressure to use. But he just sim-
ply says no.

“It's not as hard as it was like,
three years ago,” he said. “I never
fiend for it. I don't need it. I liked
it, | mean, it's the best high you can
get. People who say otherwise are
lying or afraid of sounding ad-
dicted. But this is my senior year,
and I can’t be doing that.”

After almost two months off
the drug, Richmond said he is hav-
ing no problems. He hasn’t gone
back to his old ways yet. And
what’s more, he doesn’t plan to.

“Like speed that you smoked,
that’s what it was. But I'm done
withit. I've got to learn some stuff,
[ got to graduate,” he said.

And if he keeps it up, that
might just be possible.

discrepancies,” he said. “I then ob-
tained a warrant to search it and in
one of the trailers | found $227,000
that was a direct result of a mari-
juana sale.”

In this case the drugs had origi-
nated in the east and had been de-
livered to the west. In most cases
the patrol has seen drugs originate
in the west, Schwarten said.

“There is no hard and fast rule
with drug traffickers. Basically ev-
erything goes,” he said.

Today the most popular drug
on the streets is methamphetamine.
This is partly because meth is so
addictive and partly because of the
higher prices of cocaine due to sei-
zures along the interstates.

“When I first came onto the job
cocaine was the most popular
street drug. But then law enforce-
ment began cracking down on it
especially on the interstates,” he
said.

The amount of cocaine that
was seized went up causing the
price to go up. At that point addicts
turned to the relatively new drug,
meth.

“It was cheaper and provided
a better high so addicts turned to
that,” he said. “Every year we have
seen the number of meth seizures
go up considerably.”

The many faces of meth

The mechanics of methamphetamine vary. The effects of the drug are many and can last for up to
90 days, Suzanne Nord, the intake supervisor at Nova TC, a local treatment center said. Here the
Register takes apart the three different ways people can use the drug as well as shows the
different stages a person goes through after taking the drug.

THE RUSH:
5-30 minutes
The user’s
heartbeat

Information courtesy of NOVA TC

Overall, Schwarten said out of
all the drugs seized he sees the
highest amount of marijuana and
the highest dollar amount of meth.

Trafficking according to the
DEA includes manufacturing, dis-
tributing, dispensing of or being in
possession of any controlled sub-
stance with the intent to manufac-
ture, distribute or dispense a con-
trolled substance.

The first offence for anyone

Methamphetamine, also known as “speed,” “meth” or “crank”
is a white, odorless, bitter-tasting powder. Some users mix
meth with food or stir it into drinks. Others suck on meth
rocks until they dissolve. In rare cases, some users drop
rocks into the corner of an eye. The most common methods
are smoking, injecting and snorting.

TWEAKING
The user may
experience dep

aggression, 3
fatigue.

WITHDRAWA
The user may
then lethargic. Ci
suicidal feelings
Consequently, a
users return to.

who is caught trafficking any ma-
jor substance such as methamphet-
amines, heroine or cocaine is no
less than five years in prison and
no more than forty years. This is if
the person is caught with 5-4 gm
of meth.

For anyone with 50mgs or
more the first offense means no less
than forty years in prison.

In most cases the trafficker will
also have to pay fines starting at $

L ctive,
iboth mentally

and physically.

Meth comes in a smokeable,
purified crystal form known

as “ice” or “glass.” Meth
rocks are smoked to deliver
a faster and more intense
rush.

Inhaled through the nose,
meth is absorbed into the
bloodstream in the lungs
and pumped through the
heart to the brain.

A solution of meth and wa-
ter can be also be injected
by needle into a vein. It
flows to the brain and pro-
duces the same intense
rush produced by smoking.

One way to use the drug is to take the powdered
form and split it into lines. Those lines are snorted
into the bloodstream. The meth is usually poured
onto a flat surface and cut with a straight razor.

Infograph by LUENINGHOENER AND MATT WYNN/THE REGISTER

2 million.

“Consequences for people
who are caught trafficking more
than once can get very very se-
vere,” Schwarten said.

Because the state patrol puts so
much emphasis on trafficking on I-
80 and because the penalties are so
severe, it has forced traffickers to
take other routes.

Another route that is fre-
quently used is interstate 40. This

State Patrol said.

fgun H y

The meth ‘pipeline
Tens of thousands of dollars worth or meth-
amphetamines and other drugs are delivered ev-

eryday through Interstate 80, America’s drug
pipeline, Lt. Tom Scwarten with the Nebraska

I1-80 starts in California, where the Drug En-
forcement Administration believes meth is manu-
factured by Mexican nationalists. From there, the
highway snakes through most of the country,
passing through major cities such as Las Vegas,
Denver, Grand Island, Lincoln, Omaha, Des
Moines and the Quad Cities in Eastern lowa.

Because trafficking meth between state lines
does not fall in anyone’s jurisdiction, if a person
is caught transporting the drug he is immediately
sent over to federal court, Corey O’Brien with
the Douglas County District Attorney’s office said.

Infographic by LUENINHOENER/THE REGISTER

Drug pipeline” supplies state with methamphetamines, officer says

road goes through major metro-
politan areas like St. Louis.

If traffickers believe it is too
risky to take the interstates they
will resort to two lane highways
that cut through the country.

“We try to deter people from
trafficking in the first place,”
Schwarten said. “But if people are
addicted to meth, being that itis a
highly addictive drug, they will do
almost anything to get it.”
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