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Alumnus' killers 

released from 

Death Row 
By Matt Wynn 

The convicted killers of 
Central alumnus Ronald 

Abboud had their sen tences 

commuted from the death penal
ty to life imprisonment on Aug. 
1. 

The State Supreme Court 

said Michael Anderson and 

Peter Hochstein, on death row 

for 23 years, should have 

received life sentences at a 1999 

resentencing hearing because 

their three-judge panel was not 

unanimous. 

The decision to reverse their 

sentences came less than one 

week after the release of a study 

on the past 25 years of 

Nebraska's Death Row. 

The study concluded that 

the state does not Significantly 
discriminate based on race, sex 

or economic class. 

Anderson Hochstein 

Row into society. 
The pair was convicted of 

the murder-for-hire of Abboud 

in 1976. Since the late 70s the 

pair has been on death row after 

escaping from the Douglas 

County prison. 

Emotions ran high after the 

court released its verdict. 

"J was just flabbergasted," 

RJ Abboud, Ronald's son said. 

"They've been on death row for 

almost 25 years now. They've 

been filing appeal after appeal. 

And on everyone they've been 

turned down. Until now." 

Photo by QUENTIN LUENINGHOENERfTHE REGISTER 

The building's landscape underwent several major changes this summer. A trench was dug 
from 20th Street to the school that will eventually supply the school with chilled water for 
the air conditioning system. 

Also see our 

special eight

page renova

tion pull-out 

in section E. 

The Supreme Court's deci
sion reduced the number of con

victed felons on Death Row from 

ten to eight. Tt also came less 

then three weeks after Jeremy 

?heets was released from Death 

RJ said he first heard news of 
the event over the radio. After 

that, he called the rest of his fam

ily-his mother, brother and sis

ter-and told them what hap-

See ABBOUD, page 7 

Tragedy hits home 

for some students 

Photo by JOE MEYERfTHE REGISTER 

Ray Mullen with Ray Martin Companies welds a small 
piece of pipe in the west cafeteria wall. His work will 
help support mechanical piping that Ray Martin ran 
during last summer's renovations. The piping will be 
used to complete the air-conditioning process. 

It's underway. 

Finally. 

After years of students com

plaining and months of planning, 

the Central renovations started last 

summer. 

It was just small stuff; digging 

some trenches, laying some pipe 

and installing wiring. But it was 

the beginning of a renovation that 

will change the face of Central for

ever. 

By Danielle Rollins 

Throughout the school the 

news can be heard from inside 

every classroom that contains a 

television. 

Though a few teachers are 

still holding classes as usual, 

most have halted completely, all 

eyes glued to the screen as a 

scene of terror unfolds in a city 

across the country. 

Nearly everyone in the 

United States was watching 

when the walls of the World 

Trade Center came tumbling 

down and now, at Central High 

School, students and teachers 

alike are wondering what to 

think of this tragedy. 

tion . She said that her family is 

in a state of disbelief. 

"They're holding their 

breath, maybe she is in the hos

pital, maybe she hasn't had a 

chance to call us." Golonka said 

She said that she had cousins 

who worked in the World Trade 

Center as well. She said that her 

family has only heard from one 

distant cousin since the tragedy. 

Though not all of the stu

dents are directly tied to the vic

tims of the tragedies in New 

York and Washington, they are 

all affected by the events. 

Carol Hipp, social studies 

department head, said that 

many students do not realize 

how that the events affect them. 

tate writing assessment places Central second in city 
Sophomore Autumn 

Golonka said that she was dev

astated when she heard . 

"It can never be the same," 

Hipp said, "you will never have 

the same amount of freedom as 

you had before yesterday [Sept. 

11)." 
By Matt Wynn 

Last spring, students from 

I grade levels across the state 

reguired to write a persua
. ve essay. The essays were to be 

ed and counted so the state 

d have an idea of what 

schools were doing the best job 

of teaching Language Arts and 

writing skills, Tracy Wernsman, 

head of Language Ar.ts for OPS 

said. 

Now the results of those 

tests are in. And they have 

caused a little bit of controversy. 

The state writing assessment 

placed Central as the second best 

high school for writing in the 

metro area, putting the school 

right underneath Burke. 

But while Central scored sec

ond in OPS, it also placed below 

the state average. 

Across Nebraska, most 

schools had an average of 72 per

cent of students pass the evalua

tion . 

Burke had 82 percent of its 

students score above passing . 

Central only had 69 percent 

See WRITING, page 3 

Golonka's sister works at the 

World Trade Center and on 

Tuesday, when the plane hit, she 

was in the bu ilding. 

Golonka said that her family 

hasn't made contact with her sis

ter or anyone who would be able 

to tell them her sister 's condi-
• 

She said that the acts of ter

rorisIll performed on the United 

States on Sept. 11 have caused 

the nation great fear. Many citi-

See REACTIONS, page 4 
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Junior volunteers 

during summer 
By Aaron Maurie:e 

Junior Vanessa Brutsche volunteered for the 

United Way Youth Volunteer Corps this summer like 

she has since the age of 12. 
The volunteering group worked for six hours a 

da y, fi ve days a week, for two to four weeks depend
ing on the duration of the session. Sixty people par

ticipated last summer, including three from Central. 
The group would meet every day and then decide 

where they would help. The volunteer corps served 
dinner at the Siena Francis House, maintained flow

ers at the Botanical Gar

dens, and did various 

jobs at the zoo. 
The group would 

then split up into 

smaller work groups 

and then went to differ

ent places. She worked 

with nearly every per

son involved in the pro

gram at one point in the 

summer. 
Brutsche enjoyed do

ing many jobs with the 

group. Oneofherfavor

ite ta sks was tending 
Brutsche flowers . Many places 

needed this service 

done, but few people kept up the landscapes during 

the rest of the year. 
Brutsche said that her fav orite place to work was 

at the Henry Doorly Zoo. She maintained flowers as 

well as did va rious jobs in the Jungle. 
She li ked the Jungle the best because of all the va

riety of animals present. She said the zoo was a great 

pl ace to work. 
The experience helped her decide if she would 

pursue any of the jobs she did over the summer as a 

poss ib le field of interes t. 
" I found out that I liked doing things that I never 

thought I would even try," Brutsche said. 
She said that the summer volunteering helped her 

ga in good work experience. She said that the volun

teering was a definite plus on any application for a 

job or co llege. 
Brutsche intends to keep working over the sum

mer with the United Way Youth Volunteer Corps until 

she graduates high school. She said it looked fun 

when she first sta rted nearly five years ago, and has 

CALENDAR 
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Kyle Curtis digs up the 
west lawn during this 
summer's renovations. 
The first phase of the 
project was e:ompleted 
throughout the summer. 
The second part of the 
project will e:ontlnue in 
March with the construe:· 
tlon of the new gym addi· 
tion. For complete cave ... 
age of this summer's 
work and an advance look 
at what the se:hool thinks 
the ,final project will look 
like, see pages 33-40. 

been wmking the<eevec ,moe Septem ber 
Stud,ent donates", ,,,,. 4, " , • , ."., 

time at 'hospital 
By Aaron Maurice 

Junior Jessi Reiss volunteered at First Immanuel 

Hospital because she thought it would be a good ref

erence for a resume or college application. 
She worked one day a week as a cashier in the gift 

store, helped children in the child-development sec

tion, and delivered mail to the many patients in the 

hospita l. 

The job was unique to anything Reiss had ever 

done. Many of the people she saw were at their most 

desperate time. They were sick or ill to the point 
where many would not even help. 

Reiss 

Reiss did not like the 
work at first and even 

wanted to quit after she 

had got her 100 hours of 

service she promised tb 

the hospital. She said 

that the work was not 

fun or worth it. 

"I really wanted to 

quit," Reiss said. 

After a while, though, 

she liked helping those 

who had no one else to 

turn to . It seemed like 

she was doing some

thing good for people. 

" I got to meet people 
who were fun . They told me their life story," Reiss 
sa id 

Reiss sa id that many people would talk for hours 
about their life. They had very little to do during the 

day. 1l1e only contact with people usualy were people 

who volunteered like Jessi Reiss, and the nurses and 
doctors who made their daily rounds. 

Her favorite job was delivering the mail to patients 

around the hospital. Most people would talk to her 

because she came in the room and then she would 
listen to what they said . Most of the people she saw 
had few or no visi tors during the day. 

Reiss was able to get the opportunity to volunteer 

through Central High School. She saw an application 

~n the schedule board near the counseling offices. She 

fIlled out and turned in the application, and then had 

an interview at Immanuel with her parents. She 

passed the interview and then chose one day a week 
to work for three hours a night. 

The lob p~e se nt e d many challenges, but was a gQod 

experience ~ the end, she said. It was well "",orth her 

time. She saId that it was less of a job and more of a 
time to have fun. 

She said that the time spent at the hospital is good 

for not only her,but also the people she helps. Reiss 

saId that the patients really felt touched just to have 
someone to talk to. 

Jessi Reiss still volunteeres at the hospital because 
she enjoys the time. 

"It is worth it to me," she said. 
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Future Business Leaders of A'merica 
FBLA met for the first time on Wednesday, September 5. FBLAmeets every other Wednes

day after school. The club is actively trying to recruit new members, sponsor DeLayne 

Havlovic said. Members have many events plarmed, including a state leadership semi-

nar. 

American Technology Honor Society 
American Technology Honor Society met for the first time on Tuesday, Sept 11. Member
ship is based on teacher recommendation. The group's goal is to promote technology 

literacy and have fun. 

French club 
French club had its first event of the new school year on Thursday, Sept 13. The picnic 

fea tured fun and food, sponsor Jeffrey Sill said. The club has monthly events plarmed 

that range from a progressive dinner to a Mardi Gras celebration. 

Skateboarding Club 
The first-year skateboarding club had its second meeting Tuesday,· Sept 18. The club is 

an open forum for people who enjoy skateboarding, group sponsor Christine Mills said. 

The club's goal is to have a club that is run by the members. The group plans to have 

field trips to skate parks and other activities. ' 

19 
Hiking club 

. Hiking club had its first hike on Wed, Sept 19, group sponsor Mike Pederson said. Mem

bers hiked around the Fontenelle Forest area. Hiking club have many more hikes sched-

uled for weekends and after school on Wednesdays. . 

October 

04 

11 

15 

Math Club 
Math Club wil ha~e its first competition on Thursday, Oct 4, 2001 at Omaha North High 

School. The club IS currently practicing for thjs competition. They meet twice a month. 

On Sept 5, Math Club elected officers, For more information, please contact Amanda 
Beery. 

HALL OF FAME 
A banquet will be held at 6:30 in the Courtyard for all eleven of the new inductees into 

th~ C~ntral High Hall of Fame. Among this year's honored is "Doc" Moller, a previous 

prmclpal of Central, Al~n Heeger, a Nobel Prize winner, and Alexandra Hunt a promi
nent operatic soprano. ' .' 

Men's Chorus 
Men's chorus will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 to '3:30. The club will 

welcome new members for their University of Nebraska Men's Chorus Festival on Oct 
15th. For more information, please contact Lynn Bouma. 

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL REGIST[ TH 

Group starts 

year off earl 
Student Democrats have man\, 

activities planned for the Upc o mi ~ 

school year, club member Brian 
Fahey said. 

The club has been meeting sin 

school started. It meets every w 

to talk about current events and di 

cuss how they are important, T 
club currently has around twen 

mem1;lers. 

The group's goal is to promo 
active participation in govern men en 

Student Democrats want teens to u ch 

derstand how the government worf 

and its inherent problems, Fahe ha 
said. 

During last year's elections Ih 
Student Democrats participated i 

campaigning for national and loc 
offices. a: 

This year members are thinkin 

about visiting a City Council mee 

ing. They also want to take a hp I 

Lincoln and visit the Nebraska Leo 
islature to see how it functi ons. 

The club volunteered at Ih pal 

YWCA to help prepare for the u wh 

coming women again st violenc raF 

month in October. They made ri ligt 

bons and organized supplies to han 

out to help those in need, Fahey sai the 

Later in the year the club is pia ch 

ning to host a winter-coat drive in stJ 

cember. The club will then give the 

coats to Channel 3 for their Warm 0 
Heats coat drive, Fahey said . • 

D ECA to atten 

state conference 
The DECA Fall Leadership Co 

ference in Kearney will teach DEC. 

students responsibility and ethics an 

sets the tone for the rest of the yea r 

events, DECAadviser Harry Gayl 

said. 

The leadership conference hel 

to develop chapter leadership an 

sets the guidelines and rules for t 

upcoming events, he said . 

"It helps get the year started ," 

said. 

Included in the conference even 

are seminars, conferences and war 

shops. Gaylor said that .there will 

b; " tt ~ ' 1'J !JJJ I .:1:,1' II Itl,! . ':I, I l lib' j 

e er spe.u.ers rus year ecause t 

conference is being state sponsore J 

This year only about 30 stud ell 

are attending the conference. Ga yl 

said that this is because the con fe 

ence is being held on October 15th a 

is so close to Homecoming and mi 

terms. 

The conferences include inform 
tion on attitude, success, volun tee 

ing and marketing management il 

entrepreneurship. 

"Any time that you go and g 
experience that other studen ts are 11 

getting, you can't help but help yo 

self," Gaylor said. 

The conference this year \\' j 

have around 400 participants, Gayh 

said. 

Decathlon to tour 

Chicago museum 
Academic Decathlon is plan nil 

a trip to the Art Institute of Chic.1c 
on Oct I, sponsor Vicki Denist(l 

Reed said. 

The club is preparing for its T 

gional competition in January. EJ( 

year a museum is chosen around II 

country for the students to stud y 

Decathlon is planning to sen 

around thirty-five students a Ipn 

with principal Gary Thom ps(l 

Steven Bouma and Deniston-Reed 

chaperons. 

During their trip, the artmuseLi 

will be feature a touring Vincent V<1 

Gogh exhibit. 

Decathlon will tour Chicago du 

ing the morning and then visi t the a 

museum for the rest of the day. 

Program expand 

school activities 
The 21't Century Learning Projl' 

is getting bigger and better in i ts ~ e 

and year, Patti Gatzke, director of d 

ter school programs, said. 

The project gave $12 ,000 I 

Central's after school activities la 

year. 

This year, the project is arran, 

ing for more clubs to be started 

The new clubs ar.e a skateboan 

ing club, a Future Educators ( 

America club, a hiking club and a TI 

botics club. 

In November, the grant will al: 

cover the startup costs for an intT 

mural basketball league. 
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Schools prepare for asthma attacks 
By Paula Salhany or a drug called Epinephrine, 

Approximately 3,800 students which reverses allergic reactions. 
in ors have some form of asthma. The protocol required 

Because of this and the fact Conahan to train three other 
that many students who are diag- people in the building. This makes 
nosed with this disease do not fol- sure that someone in the building 
low their medical regime, OI'S has is qualified to give a treatment if 
set up a protocol for treating life- Conahan was gone. 

threatening asthma attacks or sys- So far she has trained Charles 
temie a ll ergic reactions, said Williams, Jeanie Weiss and Sharon 
school nurse Jenny Conahan. Cooper. She plans on training 

"The protocol was set up so more as the year goes on. 

that when a student is having an "Being able to start treatment 
asthma attack or allergic reaction, as soon as possible gives me a little 
a nurse can begin treatment before piece of mind," she said. "A lot of 
a rescue squad arrives," she said. people do not realize.that asthma 
"Be fore, even if I knew a student can be life threatening." 
was hav ing an attack, I could not The protocol was set up in 
legally administer any medicine." OPS three years ago after two 

When a child is having an asthma related deaths, Ceri 
cls thmn attack, the school nurse is Hansen, health supervisor for 
requi red to call 911. OPS said. Since then the EpiPens 

Then they are to evaluate the have been used eight times. 

pa ti ent looking for signs of "We knew something had to 
wheezing and shortness of breath, be done," she said. "Once we de-
rapid heart rate and cided to do it, it took us a while to 
Iightheadedness. . get it approved. But now the state 

If the pa tient shows any of is looking to make it a state wide 
these signs, it is now legal for the protocol." 

hool nurse to administer an She thinks that overall it has 
.lsthma drug called Albuterol and been a good move. 

• TEST 

Even though only 10-20 per
cent of students with asthma even 
tells the school they have the dis
ease, some students with severe 
cases of asthma have plans to help 
prevent them from having an at-
tack. . 

Junior Andrea Wilson has a 
severe case of asthma and keeps a 
nebulizer in the nurses' office. She 
said it is comforting to know that 
nurses are able to do something 
for her if she were to have an 
asthma attack. 

"Having an attack is one of 
the scariest things. It's terrifying 
having to fight for breath," she 
said. 

Her asthma is primarily trig
gered by cat hair but it can be trig
gered by other things such as 
mold, dust and extreme climate 
shift. 

Because of the asthma Wilson 
has to take a nebulizer treatment 
every day, two inhalers and an al
lergy pill. 

"It is really important for 
people who are on asthma medi
cine to stick to their regiment," she 
said. "Once you miss a treatment, 

it's hard to get back to where you 
were and the chances for having 
an asthma attack is heightened." 

Asthma can be a life-threaten
ing disease. Wilson used to be in 
the hospital for weeks at a time 
after an attack because she would 
catch pneumonia or another dis
ease connected to asthma. 

On several occasions Wilson 
almost died because of an asthma 
attack. 

"I was at Sea World and I be
gan to have an asthma attack. It 
was especially scary because 
people didn't know what they 
were doing and 1 was in another 
city," she said. "Having an asthma 
attack-is terrify~g . You have no 
control over whether or not you 
are able to take another breath." 

Central is not the best build
ing for a person with asthma. The 
dust from the construction has 
made it worse this year along with 
the large amount of stairs and the 
overall temperature of the build
ing, Conahan said. 

o Over all the protocol has 

been a good thing and because of 
it, lives will be saved," she said. 

College Corner 
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 
Location: Syracuse, New York 
Admission: 65 percent of applicants accepted 
Type: Four-year private university, coed 
Undergraduate enrollment: 4,891 men, 5,289 
women full time. 

Special facilities: Lowe art gallery, audio ar
chives, laser spectroscopy laboratories, advanced 
echnology center, Institute for Sensory Research. 
Freshman admissions: High school curriculum 
and performance most important, followed by 
SATI or ACT scores, essay, recommendations, 
portfolio or audition. Interviews and alumni 
relationship considered. 

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, KNOXVILLE 
Location: Knowxville, Tennessee 

Admission: 75 percent of applicants accepted 
Type: Four-year public university, coed 
Undergraduate enrollment: 8,180 men, 7,825 
women full time. 

Writing assessment inaccurate, principal says 
Special facilities: Museum, 2 theaters, new 
scince.engineering reaearch facility, new interna
tional heart, largest on-campus stadium in the 
U.S. 

From TEST, page 1 

of its students pass. 
Though those numbers are 

disappointing to many, there is 
not much concern that it means 
Centra l is failing to teach English 
s well as it should. 

Principal Gary Thompson 
said he thinks the results do not 

" accura tely reflect the writing or 
teaching ability of teachers. 

r 

"To compare scores based on 
rdized tests is, in my eyes, 

islmess," Thompson s~d. .. . 
He said he thinks 'Hie '- t ~ ' s t -, 

re s should not have been 
leased outside of the public 

realm. 
"This was supposed to be for 

e experience, and not to be 
ted. And there are a number 

f schools that are a little angry 
at someone released these 

numbers," Thompson said. "But 
I th ink this being the first time this 

was administered, that there 
s a whole lot to learn." 

One problem that was raised 
when the numbers were released 
WJS how the numbers should be 

y compared. 
Betty VanDeventer with the 

• 

Nebraska Department of 
Education said she knows of no 
way the results could be 
compared fairly. 

"There are Simply too many 
variables and too many 
unknowns to factor it all 
together," VanDeventer said. 

Terrie Saunders, English 
department chairman for Central, 
said she though the test was not 
realistically geared towards all 
grade levels or even to all schools 
at which the test was 

administered. 
Saunders said Central has 

always had a reputation for 
educating some of the best writers 
in the state. 

But to say that one persuasive 
essay test would accurately 
reflect that, she said, would be 
wrong. 

"What happened to 
expository, descriptive, narrative; 
especially in our school?" she said. 

Saunders said the English 
department had no plans to 
change the curriculum simply 
because the school scored below 
the state average. 

"Unless we teach toward the 

test, our kids aren't going to do 
that well," Saunders said. 

Central is not the only school 
that had a problem with the test, 
however. 

"Central is certainly not alone 
in vOIcmg that concern," 
Wernsman said. "For the most 
part, when you look at the English 
curriculum, especially juniors and 
seniors, we hit expository writing 
more." 

Almost everyone involved 
with the test said it went fairly 
well, espeCially seeing as this was 
a trial run for what will pave the 
way for future writing 
assessments. 

"We felt pretty good about the 
tests, recognizing that we didn't 
have anything to work from," 
Wernsman said. 

She said one reason the 
district may not have scored so 
well is that recently, English 
classes have started to teach 
formal writing in a newly 
innovated way. 

The six trait writing method 
is a 'more comprehensive way of 
teaching English, Wernsman said, 
but since it is new, it still is not . 

In 2002 

Endless possibilities 

perfected. 
In the six trait method of 

teaching, students are taught six 
main aspects of any formal 
writing piece. 

Teaching English in this 
method may have contributed to 
the reason' Central did not score 
as well as some would have liked, 
Saunders said. 

This will be the first year the 
state writing assessment results ' 

will officially be made public. 
The grading process will be 

more streamlined to ensure 
fairness, Wernsman said. 

This year, she said, schools 
could choose whether to send 
their papers off to a regional 
grading location or to grade the 
papers at the school at which the 
tests were administered. 

All OPS schools sent their 
papers to the regional location, 
she said. 

Next year, all schools will be 
required to send their scores to a 

regional location. . 
"This will be the first year 

where the scores are all 
standardized," Wernsman said. 
"This will be a more reliable test." 

Freshman admissions: Admitted according to 
scale of high school GPA and test scores. Must 

have a minimum 2.25 high school GPA. Required 
test score determined by GPA. 

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE 
Location: Warwick, Rhode Island 

Admission: 71 percent of applicants accepted 
Type: Four-year private technical college, coed. 
Undergraduate enrollment: 1,635 men, 417 
women full time. 

Additional facts: B.s. degrees offered in busi- ._' 
ness, manufacturing technology, engineering 
technology, computer programming, communi
cations. 
Freshman admissions: Open admission 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST 
Location: Gary, Indiana 
Admission: 80 percent of applicants accpeted 
Type: Four-year public university, coed 
Undergraduate enrollment: 738 men, 1,675 
women full time. 

Special facilities: Art Gallery 
Freshman admissions: School achievement 
record and test scores most important, Appli
cants should be in top half of class. 
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NEWS 

September 11 , 200 1, will forever be remembered for 

the tragic events that took place. Although the true 

di saster was hundreds of miles away, it hit home for 

many Central students. The Register takes an in-depth 

look at the events of that day and the aftershocks. 

"A " great loss to the U.S.A. " I was shocked 

tran ~e 
After the FAA closed all airports in the country, 
a local hotel became a camp for weary travelers 

By Paula Salhany 

Approx im il tclv fi\ 'e hundred 

passengc rs wcre s trand ed a t 

Eppley Airport on Sept 11 beca use 

of an a ll eged terrori st attac k on the 

Uni ted States, 
Rows of cots vvere set up in the 

b il ll r~)om of the Double Tree Hotel 

by th e Red Cr('lss to accommoda te 

the str<l nded people, 

Some peop le sat at tables eat

in g s n<lcks w hil e others rese rved 

their cots for 1,1tcL At one tabl e a 

g rou p of women sa tread ing the 

I,ltcst iss ul' of the newspaper and 

discuss in g til l' l'vents of the day 

C IM ,l Mc Leary from 

Musc1ti nl', Iowa was on United 

fi ioht 717 un ro ute to Las Vegas, 
t> 

Thev had been in the air .1,5 min-

ute; bciol"l' the plane land ed, 

"Thl'\, had jus t star tcd serving, 

Soo n til l: v s tarted p ickin g it a ll 

lip ,Thl' ~ t e w a r dess Ci'lme on the 

intercom and said the pilot wJ nted 

to make an announ cement 

He s<l id some of the pl<lnes hJd 

been sJbot<lged J nd two of them 

had hit the Wo rld Trddc Center," 

she Sol id, 

Bv th l' ti me thev land ed, the 

firs t t ~l\ve r of the Wo; ld Trade Cen

te r h<l d col lapsed , another pl ane 

hil d crJshed into the l)entagon and 

J bomb h,l d gone o ff ou tsid e of the 

stCl tc bu i Id i ng, 

\Jo one knew the O\'e ra II extent 

of the d,lmilge, 

McLea rv was w ith her sis ter 

and Cl gro u ~J of her fri ends w ho 

were on th eir \V ,lY to I ~ as Vegas for 

,1 "~ I n t tournam cnt." 

13u t ins tead of gamb ling in Las 

V c g<l~ the lild ies dec id ed to ta ke 

'lLhclilt ilge of the nex t bes t th ing, 

go ing to Hilrvey's cas ino, 

Afte r McLeilry's pl <l ne arri ved 

in Omil hil Cl t J bout 10 o'c lock, they 

were ,lble tll co me to the Double 

Tree to ~e ttl e dow n and have some

thing to eJt. 

Mary Lcng was on ;) nother 

flight from Toronto destined to San 

Francisco when the pilot landed 

the aircraft at Epp ley 
They landed at Eppley because 

it was the nearest airpor t. The pas

sengers were not told anything else 

until the plane had landed . 

"They did a fairly good job of 

keeping everyone on the airplane 

ca lm," Leng said, 
Leng would rather be back in 

To ronto than in the US, but she 

was happy there was somewhere 

for her to stay 
" It 's shock ing rea il y, I s till 

don ' t know what I feel about the 

whole situation yet," she said, " I 

have been s tuck in an airport all 

day and I didn ' t really know what 

was going on, so it hasn't quite 

sunk in. " 
Both Leng and McLeary were 

able to ca ll famil y and friends once 

. they landed to tell them they were 

a ll righ t. 
"Th ey didn ' t know which 

plane w as missing and our family 

just knew we were in an airplane. 

We were able to le t them know we 

were safe," McLeary said. 

The Red Cross was busy mak

ing sure everyone was comfortable 

w h il e people wai ted for m ore 

news, Kenneth Koehler, Red Cross 

s helter manager came up from 

Trainer, Iowa a t around noon to 

help se t up the area, 

"We are just setting this up so 

that people have an option. Some 

people are booking hotel rooms 

and some are finding other ways 

to ge t home," he said. 

About three hundred cots have 

been set up at the hotel, but no one 

knows how many of the beds will 

be used, 

"We' re jus t trying to make 

peop le comfortable," he said. "We 

know all the everyone here want 

to go home, bu t there are all those 

people in New York City [who] 

can 't go home- ever." 

Academic trips still 

planned, sponsor says 
By Joe Meyer 

Despite th e recent te rrorist 

at tac ks in vo lv in g co mm e rcial 

airl iners, no school-sponsored trips 

hClve been cancelled yet, principal 

Gary Thompson said . 

Tho mpso n said he ha s not 

he;)rd an y con cerns about upcom

ing s tud ent travel. The airlines are 

sa fe for Central students to fl y, he 
said , 

Vicki Deniston-Reed said the 

a ttacks have not ca used any set

bac ks in the Aca demic Decathlon's 

scheduled trip to Chicago on Oct. 

], Although this is the first time the 

group has flown on a trip, it is still 

p lanning to fl y to the city, visit the 

Chicago Ar t Museum and return 

the same d ay. 

Reed said no students have 

changed their minds because of the 
recent events, 

Se ni o rs Tamm y Stee le and 

Ryan Melton, who are both plan

ning on making the trip wi th the 

g roup, sa id their parents have ex

pressed concerns about the trip , 

Melton said hi s mothe r was 

worri ed for his sa fety on the day 

the incidents occ urred, but s he has 

calmed down as more information 
has been released , 

Steele said her mother is con

cerned, but she has not decided to 
s tay home yet. 

"If it (the airli ne situation) is 

anything like the wa y it is now, she 

would no t wan t me to go," Stee le 
sa id , 

The on ly hassle Reed foresees 

is the need fo r the group to arri ve 

at the Chicago airport earlier than 

they would have if this had no t 

happened, Beca use of increased 

safety precautions, it wi ll probably 

tak e th e gro up longer to ge t 

th rough the airport. 

Melton sa id the teacher told 

the gro up that th ey need to arrive 

at the ai rports two hours before 

their departure. 

This might ca use the group to 

have to leave the museum earlier, 

since they are returning the sa me 
day 

But she said she will not com

plain about tha t minor inconve
nience, 

"It 's no big deal," the teacher 

said , " If that's the biggest disrup
tion, we are lucky" 

Steele said if ai rlines do not al

low the students to carry baggage 

on the plane, it will complica te the 

process, but she understands the 

increased sa fety concerns. 

Reed said she has considered 

driving on th e trip , but that would 

have negative impacts on the trip , 

" I don' t want them to miss the 

a rt opportunity, but it has to be 
practica l," she sa id, 

Thompson, w ho is traveling 

w ith the decathlon team, said he 

has not heard anything from the 

district about students traveling on 

trips, Instead, the principal is con

fident th a t th e trip w ill go as 
planned , 

''I'm not concerned about it ," 

the principal said, "They've done 

so much right now, It 's probably 

the sa fes t time to traveL" 

-Kyle Soars, 10 

How the disaster unfolded (all times Eastern) 

8:45 a.m. 

A large hijacked plane 

crashes into one of the 

World Tra d e Center 

towers, crea ting a gap

ing hole and setting 

the structure on fire. 

A second plane, appar

entl y a passenger jet, 

crashes into the second 

World Trade Center 

tower and exp lodes . 

Bo th build ings are 

burning, 

The FAA halts all flight 

operations at US. air

ports, the fi rs t time in 

U.s. hi story that air 

traffic nationwide has 

been halted . 

9:43 a.m. 

A n a irc ra ft crashes 

into the pentagon , 

sending up a huge 

plume o f smoke. 

Evacuation begins im

m ediately. 

-Becca Sui Ii ' 

evacuates. 

Students quickly volunteer after atta 
By Kaitlin Butz 

Central s tudents responded 

immediately to the needs of victims 

of the a ttacks on New York and 

Washington, 

Student organizations like the 

Tri-M Music Honor Society and 

Future Busines s Leaders of 

America (FBLA), as well as stu

dents a ffili a ted wi th the Red Cross, 

have all started projects to help the 

victims. 

Tri-M collected donations by 

the "C" before and after school and 

in the courtyard during lunch , 

Senior Michael H eller, presi

dent of Tri-M sa id the idea origi

nated from fellow Tri-M member, 

senior Kaitlin Davis, Heller es ti

mated that about 10 studen ts were 

actively involved wi th the project. 

The collected donati ons were 

given to the Salvation Army, Heller 
said, 

Students who had previously 

volunteered w ith the loca l chapter 

of the Red Cross were contacted by 

the youth volunteer coordina tor 

Michelle Dworak, who informed 

them of things they co uld do to 

• Reactions 

help, junior Folasade Hinson said. 

Hinson volunteered at the Hy

Vee at 51" and Center, carrying 

s igns in the parking lot and collec t

ing dona tions, 

Sh e s<lid that children were 

bringing in Tupperware containers 

and piggy banks full of change they 

had collec ted and that one person 

wrote a $500 check, w hile another 

man donated $200 cash . 

"People were really generous," 

she said . 

Dworak said over $112, 000 

was ra ised on the first ni g ht of 

fundraising at Hy-Vee stores. 

She said most of the fund ra is

ing done by high school studen ts 

wa s impromptu, like p ass ing 

around donation baskets in class. 

Dworak sa id the reason they 

collected cash instead of tangible 

suppl ies was that the local chap ters 

of the Red Cross had no idea what 

New York or Washington DC chap

ters might need, 

Sending cash allowed them to 

purchase the supplies they req u ire, 
she said, 

Dworak said that many teens 

did contact the Red Cross, because 

they wanted to help. 

"Most people feel compelled to 

give what they can, that includes 

teens: she said , "It's a way for 

them to be proactive and not be a 

victim ." 

Duties that teenage volunteers 

completed included manning do

nation tables, making phone calls 

to bu sinesses to le t th em know 

w ha t they can do to help and do

ing family welfare inquiries , 

Dworak said . 

Senior Keiante Brazile and jun

ior Michelle Harris both volun

teered at the Red Cross on Friday, 

Sept. 14, when there was no school 

d ue to a teacher in-service, 

Both girls felt s trongly about 

vol unteering. 

"I love helping out in the com

munity," Brazile sa id . "1 want to 

make a difference, or try to make a 

difference at leas t" 

Harris said she wanted to do 

what she could to help during the 

nation 's cri sis. 

While other groups focused on 

raising money, FBLA decided to 

start a drive for med ica 

plies, such as peroxide I 

alcohol, gauze and Q,l 

spon sor DeLayn e ILl 

said. 

Havlovic said he 

FBLA should be invoh l'el 

unteer acti vities afte r lw 

about other effor ts on t 

He said he contCl ckd 

of o ther FBLA chapter:- ,', 

the state and that soml' 

were interested in startin, 

lar drives. 

Once the supplie5 

lected, they will be gi\l'l1 

Salvation Army, w ho 

tribute them, said Sen l,)r 

Starks, vice presid ent (If 

From the num bt:.'l " 

d ents w ho voluntee n'd 

time, it was obvious th.lt 

tral students did ca re .1 

v ictims of the terro ri~ t 

along with the after etIL 

" I was scared for .1 11 

people w ho died an d 
thing that happened , but 

a lly scared for th e 

quences," Starks sa id , 

Students deal with days events while school contin 

From REACTIONS, page 1 
-zens, she said , would trade a few 

of their rights in order to fecI safe. 

Social s tudies teacher Rya n 

Wise sa id that, instead of holding 

classes as usual, he allowed the stu

dents to ask questions abou t the 
tragedy. 

Wise said that he was having a 

hard time believing what was go

ing on. He could not imagine w hat 
students were thinking, 

" [It was like ] watching a 

movie, like it wasn ' t really happen

ing," Wise sa id, 

Wise sa id that most of his stu 

dents seemed like they were in a 

state of disbelief as well. 

He said that w hen he opened 

his classes to questioning, the fi rs t 

few classes wouldn ' t ask much, but 

as the day wore on, th ey beca me 

more interested in the events, 

Principa l Cary Thompson sa id 

that the school did not do 'Y. uch to 

react to the crisi s throughout the 

day, He said he made an anno unce

ment to let the s tudents know w hat 

wa s happening. 

"As far as we know everything 

wi ll go as planned, Norma l is 

good, " he said . 

He said that security had been 

to ld to keep a look out for strange 

occurrences and the counselors are 

remaining avai lable for distraught 
stud ents, 

Coun se lor Doug Stansberry 

sa id that on the day of the tragedy 

they had abou t 30 students come in 

for cou nseling , He said that some 

students were sen t home because 

they were too dis tressed to continue 

throughout the day. 

Some teachers a re worried that 

s tudents were not taking the trau 

matic events as seriously as they 
should have , 

Hipp sa id that s he did not 

think the students understand the 

magnitude of the si tua tion and the 

consequences that it wi ll have in 

the fu ture, 

" Its too abs tra ct, it's too far 

awa y, you only connec t to these 

people by a TV," Hipp said . "Un

less you have family there, you are 
not cOIU1ected, " 

Golonka said that she doesn't 

think th at her classmates under

s tand w hatwas going on. She said 

tha t she often hears ignorant com

ments. 

"They don ' t take it seriously," 
she said. 

Golonka said that she and her 

family were doing all they could 

to help the victims of this tragedy. 

She said that they have made 

several donations and have given 
blood , 

She said that her family is still 

hoping to hear from her sis ter. 

"We' re just hoping for the best, 

that she's okay," Golonka said. 

Other effects ca 

by the Sept. 11 a 

Gas rush: Because of 
that the attacks 
crease the gas supply· 
country, citizens rush 
to fill tanks. Prices 
$6 a gallon locally. 
lem became so bad 
Nebraska Attorney 
threatened litigation 
any business that w as 

ing prices. 

Nebraska football: 
respect for the 
Big XII con 
posponed all games on 

15, including the Neb 

Rice match. No time 

makeup. 

I 

I 
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"I didn't know what it meant for our country. " 
-Kathryn Batallion, 12 

" I thought we were all going to die." , 
-Tisa Kelly, 11 

south tower of the 
Id Trade Center 

. 11" : ", ~c : ,,, plumm e ting 

the streets below 
ling a massive 

lid of debri s and 
st 

ation 

A portion of the Pen
tagon collapses. 
United Airlines flight 
93 crashes in Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania 
southeast of Pitts
burgh 

The World Trade 
Center 's north tower 
collapses from the top 
down as if it were be

ing peeled apart. 

President Bush, from 
Barksdale Air Force 
Base, says "Make no 
mistake, the United 
States will hunt down 
and punish those re
sponsible for these 
cowardly acts." 

A state of emergency is 
declared by the city of 
Washington. 

Bush arrives at Offut 
Air Force Base. 

• 

The 47-story Building 
7 of the World Trade 
Center complex col
lapses. The evacuated 
building was dam
aged by the twin 
tower 's collapse ear
lier in the day. 

The New York Police 
Department says that 
at least 78 officers are 
missing. The city also 
says that as many as 
half of the initial 400 
firefighters died. 

'Mourner$,r'find 'peace -at 'local vigil 
By Doug Meigs 

Set against the backdrop of a 
solemn church, the father of a 
young boy sits in deep thought 
while his son plays beside him. 

A child's muffled cry echoes 
through the cathedral. 

A teenage boy passes by in rev
erence making the sign of the cross. 

The pews are full . 
Observers stand near the en

trance. 
This is the scene of the vigil 

being held at Saint Cecilia's Cathe
dral in response to the terrorist at
tacks on Tuesday Sept. 11. 

Old and young people of ev
ery race and walk of life continue 
to stream through the open doors. 

Looking out across the congre
gation one can only think of 
unity ... unity of a nation, despite the 
fact that at this time no one actu
ally knows what the nation is uni

fied against. 
The bulletin reads "Interfaith 

Prayer for Peace." 
"The vigil was very comfort

ing, the turnout was excellent and 
the archbishop had a lot to say," 
Central teacher Diane Allen said. 

Allen said the service pro
vided her and her family with a 
source of control in a world that 
had run amuck. 

"It was the closest to peace that 
I had been during that day," she 

said. 
A program titled "Interfaith 

Prayer for Peace," is handed to 
those entering the cathedral. 

White, marble walls offset a 
spacious arched ceiling and enor
mous blue stained glass windows 
above. 

The stark contrast of blue on 
white, white on black, and the re
assurance of comforting words 
mark the ceremony. 

The Archdiocese wanted to re
spond to the devastation caused 
by the terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center and the Pen
tagon, Father Cook said. 

And so, a vigil was created. 
Around noon, the Office of Di

vine Worship for Omaha Archdio
cese began making arrangements 
for the vigil, he said. 

The vigil was arranged in con-

junction with Trinity Episcopal and 
a number of other Christian 
churches of various denomina
tions, Cook said: 

The vigil began at 7:30 PM with 
the Archbishop addressing the con
gregation. 

"All are invited to pray silently 
upon· entering the cathedral as the 
tower bell tolls for those who have 
perished this day," he said. 

"Only love can overcome ha
tred. Only people who care about 
other people can bring peace to our 
society, " Archbishop Francis 
Curtiss said in his sermon. 

" There cannot be peace with
out justice," he continued. 

Singing voices echo wall-to
wall, hope's reverberations against 
a day so incomprehensible, espe
cially in this time of global econo
mies and worldwide peace talks .. 

A trance is cast across the vigil; 
"0 God of Every Nation" is sung 

. The archbishop asks the con
gregation to partake in a silent 
prayer for the triumph of good 
over evil, and for the victims of all 
terror. 

Dead silence .. . 
The congregation kneels in 

prayer. 
Dead silence ... 
"Pray for our country," the 

archbishop says. 
The cantors ' voices roll for

ward through the high-ceilinged 
cathedral. 

The booming echo of the con
gregation repeats the refrain sung 
by the cantors . .. "Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer." 

As the congregation begins to 
leave many have the first signs of 

tears in their eyes. 
A woman chokes back sobs as 

she walks out of the cathedral con
soled by her husband's reassuring 
arms. 

The lights dim, the vigil has 
been over for quite some time yet 
many people remain seated. 

Gentle contemplative expres
sions hold their faces still ... no sign 
of movement, no sign of leaving, 
no sign of forgetting this day. 

Set against the solemn vigil, 
the young boy's father is America's 
present; his son is America's future. 

Central graduate Noel Thornburg lights a candle remembering ~he victims of the 
terrorist's attack at a vigil held at St. Ceacilia's Cathedral the mght of the tragedies. 
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Alan J. Heeger 
Class of 1953 

Heeger won the Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry in 2000 

for the discovery and 
development of conductive 

polymers. He holds 40 
patents and has authored 

over 650 scholarly publica
tions. 

Barbara J. Waldron 
Coffey, PhD 
Class of 1947 

Coffcy graduated from 
Central when she was 15 

yea rs old. She h as received 
numcrous awards for her 

role~ as educator, manager, 
and \'olunteer. Once served 

as di rector of Metropolitan 
Community Coll ege. 

Gerald E. Thomas 
Class of 1939 

Thomas invented the TV 
Dinner for Swanson & Sons 

in 1952. Honored with a 
handprint ceremony at 
Hollywood 's Wa lk of 

Fame. Founded a company 
producing sophistica ted 

gifts for pets. 

Alexandra Hunt 
Class of 1950 

Hunt is an internationally 
recognized lead operatic 

soprano who performed with 

the Metropolitan Opera and 
in Germany, England, 

Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 
Romania and Ireland. 

HALL OF FAME 

ewes 

Newest induction scheduled for Oct. 11 
By Joe Meyer 

The homecoming football game is on 

October 12 and the dance is on the 13th 

BJt French teacher Bev Fellman, who 
is also the president of the alumni asso
ciation thinks the best part of the week 

will be on Thursday. 
That's when 11 people will become 

the newest members of the Central Hall 

of Fame. 
They will join the 31 others who have 

been inducted the last two years. 
The inductees, who will be honored 

on Oct. 11 at a special dinner and pro
gram, include a former principal, teacher 

and many graduates. 
A navy admiral and the inventor of 

the TV dinner are included in this year's 

group. 
Gaylord Moller, who was Central's 

principal for 27 years, said he was sur
prised that he was nominated, but he said 
there are many others who deserved the 
honor before he did. 

"Doc (Moller) did not want to be hon

ored. He is real modest," Fellman said. 

G.E. (Doc) Moller 
Distinguished Teacher 

Moller served Central for 32 
years, the last 27 as principa l. 

Named one of the "Top 100 

school Executives" by an 

education magazine in 1989. 

Founded CHS Endowment 

scholarship fund and CHS 

foundation. 

"He said others should be before him. We 

would not let him get away with it. Basi
cally, he dedicated his life to Central," she 

said . 
Moller said the thing he liked best 

about Central was the opportunity to 
work with some of the best teachers and 

students he has ever met. 
When he came to Central, the school 

already had a great academic tradition 
that he wished to improve during his ten

ure. 
Induction to the Hall of Fame-is based 

on nominations. Anyone can submit a 
nomination and it is kept on file for three 

years. 
Then, the committee, which is made 

up of 15 graduates, PEP sponsors and 
Central staff, look over the nominations 

and decide who should be inducted. 
This year, the night to honor the in

ductees will start with a catered dinner 
in the courtyard at 7 p .m. Tickets to the 

diner are $40 a person. 
A program will proceed the dinner 

at 8 and there is no charge for admission. 

Helen Wilkes Douthy 
Oass of 1935 

Douthy used her education 

from Central for a lifetime 

career as an administrative 

assistant to the scientists at 

SAC headquarters. Served 

on Nebraska Arts Council 

and the Human Relations 

Board. 

At the program, the 11 inductees will be 

presented and they will receive com
memorative plaques for their achieve

ments. 
Fellman said the Hall of Fame din

ner is always a hot ticket. 
" It has been overwhelmingly suc

cessful," she said. "There have been times 

when we have had to turn away reserva

tions. It's always a sell out." 
The Hall of Fame also displays the 

greatness that comes through the school 
every day, Fellman said. . , ·.r' 

"We have only had three Hall of 
Fame inductions and we have inducted 

two Nobel Prize winners," she said. "Not 

bad." 
But Max Kennedy, who was the 

chairperson of the selection committee for 
the first two year's of its existence, said a 
person does not need to be famous to be 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

"You don't have to have a PhD or 
write some books," Kennedy said. "It's if 
you do something with your life that is 

an example." 

Margaret R. Fischer 
Class of 1923 

Fischer was one of the first 

female lawyers in the Omaha 

area. She chose law as a 

profession because it dealt 

with every phase of human 

relations. Fischer died in 1989. 

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Jerlad R. Schenken 
Class of 1951 

Schenken is a nationally 

recognized pathologist who 
has been associated with 

University of Nebraska 

Medical Center for 35 years. 

Named National Pathologi st 
of the Year. 

~ [ ., .' 

Richard William Pfaff 
Class of 1953 

Pfaff is a professor 0 f 

history at the Universi ty of 
North Carolina, a noted 

scholar of Medieval liturgy 

and an ordained Episcopal 

priest. Was elected a Fellow 
of the Medieval Academy 

of America. 

Virginia Lee Pratt 
Class of 1937 

Pratt was an imminently 

successful math teacher, 
counselor and math depart

~ Wm chair-at CeI)!Ial.,. S ,h ~ is 
revered by former students 

and has been superbly loyal 
to " her" school, even during 

her retirement. 

Robert F. Schoultz 
Class of 1942 

Schoultz became Deputy 

Chief of Naval Operations 

in command of a ll aviat ion 

forces in U.s. Navy. As a 

three-star admiral, he is 

the highest ranking offi cer 

ever to graduate from 
Central. 

For: College - High School Home or Business 

ICON Home Graphics I Computers 
Let Dundee Florist Make Yo 

Homecoming a Memorable 0 

2110 Whitted Drive, Bellevue, NE 68123 Phone: (402) 292 9363 Fax: 1- 888- 922- 4266 

www.iconhomegraphics.com E-mail: kirkle@aol.com 
Ask For: William Kirkpatrick or "Bill" 
Shop around, but you can't Beat these Prices anywhere! 

AMD Duron 700 MHz (Only $ 425.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 
AMD Duron 750 MHz (Only $ 460.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 
AMD Duron 800 MHz (Only $ 480.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 
AMD Duron 850 MHz (Only $ 499.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 
AMD Duron 900 MHz (Only $ 540.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 

AMD Athlon 1000 MHz (Only $ 599.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 
AMD Athlon 1100 MHz (Only $ 620.00 ) WI 20 GB Hard Drive 
AMD Athlon 1200 MHz (Only $ 640.00 ) WI 20 OB 'Hard Drive 

AMD Athlon 1300 MHz (Only $ 675.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive 

AMD Athlon 8S0 MHz (Only $ 560.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive Pentium 111700 MHz $599.00· Pentium III 800 MHz $610.00 

AMD Atblon 900 MHz (Only $ 580.00 ) WI 20 OB Hard Drive Pentium 1111000 MHz $699.00 · Pentium IV 1.3 OHz $889.00 

Includes: ATX Tower - AGP 133MHz Motherboard w/2 USB Ports -128 MB SDRAM 

PC 133 Memory - 32mb Video accelerator - 1.44 (3.5) Floppy Disk Driv~ 
52X ?DROM - 56K V.90 ~odem - Keyboard, Mouse, Sound Card/Speakers 

Wmdows Me - MS Office 2000 Pro, Norton Antivirus Software & More 
(All Monitors are extra) 

17" SVGA ·Monltor $160.00 is'' SVGA Monitor $130.00 

Hours 
M-F 8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. 
Sat 8 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

Closed Sundays 

675 N. 50th St. 
Omaha, NE 68132 
(402) 551-2442 

DEalS CAMERA CENTE 

747N.114St. 
Miracle Hills Square 
Omaha, NE 68134 

(402) 493-7555 
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"We were all just shocked, totally 
llcked . We've seen these men. 
rer have they even pretended to 

any remorse. Why are they get

let off now?" RJ said. 
RJ a Iso said one of the main 

wi th the judicial system is 
t it does not inform him or his 

mily of updates in Hochstein or 
ndcrson's cases. He said the fact 

t he had to hear it from the local 
i,1 is a sign that the judicial sys
~ imp l y is buckling. 
E"en though the court has de

to commute the sentence, they 
~ til l sitting on Death Row, Assis-
t Warden a t the Lincoln State 
itentiary Win Barber said. 
"Ba sically, our policy is that they 
in on Death Row until we re

i "e a court order from the Douglas 
oun ty Court," Barber said. 
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If Jnd when they are moved into 
!1cra l population, the pair will 
"e considerably more freedom. 

On Dea th Row they are only al
to go into the yard surround

Photo by JOE MEYER! THE REGISTER 
Senior Zeke Hemphill said finding a legal parking spot around school is a daily battle. On this day, Hemphill got ticketed for parking 
too close to the fire hydrant. The city revenue department wrote 64 tickets during the first week of school. 

the pri son under close scrutiny. 

hcncral population, they would be 
lowed yard privileges with a third 
the hundreds of other inmates in 

Parking troubles plague campus areas 
prison, as opposed to only the 
er men on Death Row, Barber 

"They will have considerably 

freedom, but still, they will be 
in the confines of our prison," 

rber said . 
Bel rber said the prison has not 
ll\ J.de a decision about how the 

if will be housed. He did say,how-
, that the prison will take into the 
sideration the actions of the pair 
time they shared a genera [ popu

tion cell . 
"The previous escape will be 

ken into consideration, along with 
t behavior and other factors," 

said. 

N a housing decisions will be 
until Douglas County sends a 

t order, Barber said . 

By Joe Meyer 

Sometimes Zeke Hemphill gets 
caught. 

Sometimes he gets lucky. 
Hemphill has received two park

ing tickets around campus, but he said 
he has also gotten away with his fair 
share of free rides. 

Senior Josh Conner also has re
ceived a pair of fines from the city. 

Avoiding parking tickets around 

school is a daily battle for many Cen
tral students. 

During the firs t week of school, the 
city revenue department wrote 64 
parking tickets-it<llsiclie the sckool:'>g 
boundaries. 

Hemphill said finding a legal 
parking spot is a daily quest. When he 
arrives at school and all the spots on 
the closest streets are taken, he has his 

own way of finding a space. 
He circles the block, waits until a 

Creighton University student leaves 
from the student houses around school 
and he takes his old spot. 

But other times, he has no choice 
but to risk a parking ticket. 

"Sometimes we are late for class, 
so we park anywhere," he said. 

Lack of parking has always been 
a part of the school, principal Gary Th
ompson said. The downtown location 
is the biggest reason for the problem. 

Conner said parking is especially 
difficult this year because of the in

t creased Jamountl elf students 'and staff 
at Central. Also, he said, more students 

are starting to drive to school at a 
younger age. He said last year, he 
could arrive 45 minutes before school 
and park on Davenport or Chicago 

Streets. This year, if he wants one of 
those spots, he needs to arrive over an 
hour before school starts. 

"If I get here around seven, I have 
to park on the other side of the inter
state and that's an ugly walk up the 
hill," Conner said. 

Thompson disagrees. He said this 
year's parking situation is like any 
other year. Unlike past years, he said 
he has not received any complaints 
from people around downtown. 

"I haven't heard a thing," he said. 

"I think they just tow you and make a 
killing off it." 

Building a new parking lot woald' 
help to fix the parking problem, 
Hemphill said. On the other hand, 
Conner knows the school 's hands are 
tied when it comes to fixing the park
ing situation. 

Thompson said the district did not 

consider building a parking lot when 
conSidering ideas for renovations be
cause it wanted the money to be used 
to help improve instruction. 

The parking situation's future is 
very unpredictable, Thompson said. 
When Metro Area Transit start's its 
new bus routes, Thompson 
said he hopes students will 
park further away from 
school and commute in. 

But also, the renova

tions project may make 
the problem worse, he 
said. 

"I fear that when the 
construction s tarts, it will 
tighten up a little more," he 
said. 

But only time will tell. 

MAT announces changes to transit system scheduled for next spring 
By Matt Wynn 

It's big and green and it still 

the Wrigley's spearmint gum 
l'r tisement it was running in 
. After all, that was the last 
it was used. 

It's an old Metro Area Transit 
T) bus. Soon six to ten of them 

II be rolling around Omaha 

It's aU part of an 18 month and 
million study conducted by 

AT to see how well Omaha's 

nt transit system is working. 
The study showed several 

rpri sing, and some not-so
rp rising results, Mike Kelly, a 

assistant at MAT said. 
Over the next three years a 

ries of new developments will 

ma de wi th the city transit 

Kelly said. The changes 
1\ be phased in starting at 

in terminals, eventually into 
rest of the city. 

"The main purpose of the 
anges will be, basically, to get 
ore people on the bus," Kelly 
id . "[t 's amazing how many 

people will utilize a system 

that is clean, efficient and takes 
them where they want to go." 

One of the major changes that 
will be taking place is the change 
from the current route system to 
a more streamlined version, 
referred to as a "wheel" system . 

The way the buses are 

currently run, they make stops 
whenever necessary along a 
specified route. For example, the 
Number 2 bus route runs up and 
down Dodge Street all day, 
coming by each stop roughly 

every half hour. 
If there is someone waiting at 

that stop or someone wants to get 
off, the bus will stop to allow 

passengers to do so. 
In order to use the current 

system, a passenger must have a 
working knowledge of bus routes 
and the transfer system, which 
will allow a passenger to switch 

from one bus to another for no 

extra charge. 
"These are some of the 

problems we addressed under our 
new plan," Kelly said. "It won't 

take as much to ride the bus." 

Under the new system, one 
"circulator" bus will travel around 

different neighborhoods, 
functioning much the way a MAT 
bus does today. 

But because the buses will 
only be tra veling around 
neighborhoods instead of the city, 
the travel time will be 
Significantly shorter, Kelly said. 

The circulator buses will 
ultimately connect to a hub 
sta tion, where an express bus will 
pick up passengers and take them 
to a central location for all routes. 

I t is believed the 
Crossroads transfer station will 
serve as the central location for the 
routes. 

From the central transfer 

station, a passenger can get 
directly on a new circulator bus to 
get to a more specific location 
within the neighborhood. 

Though it sounds 
complicated, Kelly says MAT, is 
confident the new system will 
take less time than the current one. 

"At most, a person will have 
to make two transfers," Kelly said. 

CAFE ITALIAN 
HOURS: M-TH 11-10p.m. 

fRI- SAT 11-11 p.m. 
SUN 12-10 p.m. 

LUNCH SPECIALS 11-2 Daily 
(Except Sunday) 

N. Saddle Creek at Charles 
1501 North Saddle Creek 
558-7717 

Photo by FAITH LYNNI THE REGISTER 
Students board the MAT busses on Dodge street after school. The new bussing 
system will make life for people who ride the bus easier 

Besides a new system, MAT 
will also be implementing several 
new ways to make the transport 

system more convenient. 
For instance, at every hub 

station, a computer screen will be 

set up. 
On each computer it will De 

able to track the location of a 

specific bus, and the expected 
time until it arrives at the station. 

"This way, if a person is 
waiting for a bus and he wants to 
run and get something to eat, he 
can just look at the screen and then 

decide whether that's a good 
idea," Kelly said. 

Some of these changes may 

sound far-fetched , but MAT is 
planning to implement some of 
them as soon as next Spring, he 
said . 

The changes will start at the 
north and south station s, and 

depending on how well they 
perform, will begin being put in 
place at other locations. 

Owners: 
John and Michael 

Sgourakis 

1212 South 119 St. 

330-7577 



~8~A~~rn~ U~5~D~A~~~SE~~~E~MB~ E ~ R2~ O, ~2 00 ~1~ ________________________________________________ ~ N~EW ~ S ~ __________________________________ ~ T H~E~C~Em~AA~L~H~1 G ~H~ ~ ~ H~OO ~L~ R~E GI , 

a 

o 



DRINKING AT 
FOOTBALL GAMES 
School should enforce 
district's rules. 

OPINION~ EDITORIALS 

II 
Page 9 
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READ BETWEEN THE 
LINES 

Mntt Wynn 

• 
eneratlon 

acks heros, 
od bands 

Can trary to public-service 

nouncements and public
ci vics teachers, you can 

iy ever make a difference by 

A single vote has never 

'ayed an election of any 

porta nee. Putting on a happy 
cc has never stopped war. 

your trash for recycling 

SIl' t done squat for cutting 

k poll ution. 
Each of us amounts to less 

0.0000004 percent of the 
uiation, which in a democra

means you're worth some
less than jack and very lit

more than zero. 
So to all of you who have yet 

grasp that simple math can

t: Shut up. 
Yo u know who you are. 

The guy in front of me dur

the assemblies who can't 

making smart-aleck 
ks about Dr. Thompson's 

eech patterns . Shut up. 

All of you who have tried to 

nge your schedules because 
don't like the teacher. Quit. 

The kid with the shirt that 
"Girls make nice pets." 

ti y what were you thinking 
you made that purchase2. ...... 

The inherent shallowness 

d pettiness of my generation 
(kens me. Not to say that I am 

a pedestal, or have a cause, or 

ything like that, but at least I 
enough to admit it. 

We are the generation that 
aSIl 't. 

We were too late for Reagan, 

early for 0.]. Simpson to be 
thing more than a sixth

memory and too stupid to 
Iize all that we have been 

ffered. 

The biggest war we had to 
I with was the Gulf War. And 

my somewhat addled mind 

me correctly, that doesn't 
Ily count. 

All of the interesting politi
aIlS are long gone. Churchill, 

n, Kennedy .. . just wisps of 
_ ) n W' r" ~ ltl' you can catch if 

II walk through a nursing 

at exactly the right time. 
The Internet is as big as it 

ever been, which to me is a 

that my generation is as 

ring as any ha~ ever been. 

If we can't find anything 

respectable to do than 
rew around on a computer all 

'1y talking to somebody named 
Ev i1 666" or maybe "Putz510" 

en we should probably be 
eported. All of us. 

In a time where the most 
opular television show is based 

people making small-talk 
ith the ever-stupid-looking 

. Philbin (who, even if you 

isn't stupid looking, still 
as a ridiculous name) and 

wering silly questions, we 
the Generation Lost. 

My Dad had Jack Kerouac 
Abby Hoffman to look up to 

his youth. I have AC Slater 
nd Bill Gates. 

My older cousins had angry 
olitical punk bands and 

I De. I've got wussy college
ewh a t-indie-bu t-not-reall y 

k and LFO. 

We've gotten short changed. 
. short end of the stick. We've 

gipped, ripped-off, nick
_,C'('1_ o,n -dimed out of our last 

red of respect for anyone. 

So here's to us. Class of 2002: 

class that could have been, 

Id have been, but just didn't 
rn how. 
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For the first time in three decades, renovations cramped Central's 
campus. Students and teachers should be willing to make sacrifices. 

A small . to pay 
The scenery around campus was a little dif remammg work, except Starting next spring, the new gym and cafe

teria additions will be under construction, 

bringing more workers and more machinery. 
After that, plumbers will move inside to install 
cooling systems into every classroom in the 
school. It is not known how many classes will 

be disrupted during the 2002-03 school year, 

but it will not be pretty. 

ferent this year. for some minor electrical things, 
Backhoes and construction workers joined 

the school buses and football players as com

was located outside of the building . . 

mon fixtures around the building. 

For the first time in three decades, Central 

This was not by mistake. The crews started 
inside the school and worked out. That way, 

classes and other school activities were not 
is undergoing major renovations. ------

Students and faculty should expect 

annoyances like these throughout 

the project. 
A giant trench on the south lawn 

welcomed students returning from a 
long summer. Dirt piled onto the 
stairs of the school, eliminating an 

entrance to the building. 

The original schedule called for 
all interior work for this phase to be 

completed before the beginning of 
school and the workers hit the dead
line . 

But that doesn't mean that the 

workers could eliminate all the has

sles a project like this brought. When 
renovating a building like Central, 

delays are common. 

EDITORIAL 

•••••••• 
The opinion of, 
the Register staff . 

directly affected. 

On every floor, walls were 

destroyed, pipes and air ducts were 
installed, drywall was hung, paint
ed and finished. Crews completed 

this work well before the first school 
bell rang. 

The only sign of the summer 
work was the missing false ceiling 

in some classrooms on the fourth 
floor. Because of asbestos removal, 

those ceilings could not be replaced 
before school started. 

No classes were relocated and 

most of the school looked like nothing 

had happened . Even the wood floors 

in the hallways were waxed-ready to 
greet the new school year like it was 

any other. 

Throughout the planning of this project, 
architects and contractors have constantly 

stressed the importance of the school function
ing normally. Work that would disrupt school 
will not be done during school hours. Instead, 
crews will do the majority of the work in the 
afternoons or on weekends. 

During all stages of the school's renova
tions, it is imperative that students and teachers 

remain patient and remind themselves that the 

trouble is worth it. After the initial inconven

iences, the school will have air-conditioning, 

more space for technology courses, a bigger 
cafeteria and a new gymnasium with a wood 

floor. 

Even nature helped delay the project. A late 

summer rain forced crews inside. The muddy 
conditions the next day did not help the work

ers either. 

It easily could have been worse. All of the 

Although the crews were able to minimize 

the impact this phase had on the school's oper
ation, that will not be the case for the remainder 

of the project. This summer's work was only a 

drop in the bucket. 

Whatever little hassles occur now will not 
compare to the benefits the school is gaining 

with this construction. 
And hopefully seeing the bulldozer parked 

outside on the lawn will become as welcoming 

as jumping on a school bus at the end of the 

day. 

Unpaid parking ticket causes fugitive status in one state 
Cross Illinois off the list. 

That's right. Unfortunately, 

I'm no longer allowed in the 

Prairie State. 
I can no longer visi t the 

tallest building in the United 

States. I will never be able to sit 

in the bleachers at Wrigley Field 

again. 
I certainly won't be able to 

watch the Bears play at home, 

either. 
I won' t be able to visit 

Ronald Reagan's birthplace. 
Heck, I'm not even allowed to 

go see his boyhood home. 
Count Honest Abe out, too. 

My trouble with the state 

that boasts it's "A million !\liles 

from Monday" started on a late 

Saturday afternoon in June . I 

was visiting Chicago for the 
weekend and looking forward 

to heading back to my own side 

Joe Meyer 

of the Mississippi. 

But first I had a couple of 

things to take care of on Wacker 

Drive. 
When I came back to my car, 

a fashionable red envelope was 

waiting for me on my wind

shield. One of the last things I 

needed after this trip was a gift 

from Chicago'S finest. 

I looked inside the envelope 

to see how much lowed the city. 

1 found it in bold type in the 

upper right-hand corner: $50. 
I threw it in the back of my 

car and drove back to Genuine 

Nebraska. 
Everything about Chicago is 

different from Omaha. Instead 

of ugly statues that supposedly 

have artistic merit, Chicago got 
its act together and made couch

es that are decorated in various 

ways. Not only do they brighten 

up the city, but they double as 

places for commoners to sit 
down and take a rest. Our stat

ues sit in the same spot and 

become eyesores. 
Even the parking tickets are 

different in Chicago, especially 

downtown. Meter maids and 

traffic cops cruise downtown 
looking for expired meters. It's 

all automatic, so they simply 

have to look for a flashing red 

light on the parking meter 

screen. 
All the tickets are automat-

ed, too. To write a ticket, all they 
have to do is type in an address, 

license plate number and a some ' 

other essential things. 
Ticket writing in Chicago is 

a profitable industry. 
Once, I saw a row of five 

cars with tickets on the wind

shields, and the meter man was 

working on writing the sixth. 

That's a quick $300 the city 
made in less than 30 minutes. 

I don't feel comfortable pay

ing a ridiculous amount of 

money to support a government 
where I do not live. However, 

now the Illinois police have 

something on me. 
I'm also broke. I think the 

last time I spent $50 was when I 

bought my Domino Rally set. I 
saved up for six months to wit

ness how gravity works. 
And in no way does a park-

ing ticket, even one from 
Chicago, compare with thou

sands of pieces of cheap plastic. 
For now, that fashionable 

red envelope lives in my glove 
compartment, but I am doing 
good things with it. I show it to 

everyone who steps into my car. 
I warn them about the conse

quences for parking on a street 

named Wacker. 
But I will miss the ability to 

visit Illinois whenever I want. It 
will be interesting if I want to go 
to school in that state or some

thing. 
I will also miss sitting on the 

two couches that look like 

Soldier Field. 
I guess I could cough up $50 

and quit complaining. 
That, or else I sould pawn my 
Domino Rally set if things get 

really bad. 
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POINT-COUNTERPOINT 

Dress code draws debate 
• For 

Dress restrictions maintain 

proper school environment 

The new focus school 
offi cia ls a re takin g on 
enforcing the school's dress 

code is long overdue. 
For yea rs, the school has 

allowed students to wear 
clothing and other appa rel 
tha t violated the school 
district's rules concerning 

student dress. 
But that has all changed. 
This year, the principal 

has called for teachers to 
strictly enforce the code. 

Although it is difficult 
for the school to change the 
way that students dress, the 
added emph as is is 

to learn. Students should not 
come to school to see the 
newest low-cut shirt on the 
girl who sits in front of them 
in algebra class. 

The role of a high school 
is, and will always be, to 
educate students and give 
them valuable information. 

The dress code helps to 
focus students' attention on 
completing their algebra 
assignments, not on the girl's 
shirt in the class, something 
that has been missing for the 
last couple years. 

Other areas of the dress 
code have been 

improving the 
learning environment EDITORIAL 

attacked, too. 
Some students 
think the 
prohibitipn of 
kerchiefs, 
chains and 

in the building. • • • • • • • • • 
Stud ents are The opinion of 

complaining, but the 
school is doing the 

right thi ng. 

the Register 

The aspect of the dress 
code th at is attracting the 
mos t J ttention is the 
requirements for girl's tops. 
Because of the summer heat, 
studen ts are dressing lighter. 

[n some cases, students 
are dressing too light. The 
dress code helps to specify 
wha t is appropria te fo r 
school and what is not. Now, 
teac hers know when they 
need to send a student to an 
administrator. 

These requirements are 
fair. Students can still dress 
comfortably with the code. 

Students complain that 
these requirements infringe 
on th e ir r ights to fully 
express themselves. They 
say the school does not ha ve 
the right to prohibit them 
from dress ing how th ey 
wou ld like. 

This is wrong. Although 
students have total rights 
outside of school, officials 
are simply trying to 
maintain a proper learning 
environment. Because of 
thi s, th e school should 
continue to make sure the 
dress code is followed. 

In a public high school, 
students are in the building 

certain· body 

piercings is over the edge. 
Although some of these 

regulations may seem too 
politically correct, they are 
only included for the safety 
of the people in the school. 

Some people are 
threatened by these items. 

An item of clothing that 
causes any distractions in 
school hurts the learning 
environment just as much as 
a girl's low-cut blouse 

The crackdown on the 
dress code this year was 
inevitable. 

The extra emphasis is 
working. After the first 
school weeks, the 
appropriateness of dress in 
the school improVed!" .. ,,:( : ,,, ' 

Maybe with a little more 
work, s tudents will take 
their own initiative and this 
enforcement will not be 
needed. But until then, the 
school should continue to 
make sure the rules are being 
followed.However long it 
takes, it needs to be done. 

Students need to 
understand that there is a 
difference between what 
they can wear on the 
weekends and what they can 
wear during school. 
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• Against ctU 

New focus ' wastes school's 

time, sends wrong messag 

The changes to the dress Now that the school v 
code may be a good idea, has started, some w ~u 

but it is a waste . of the think this is not such a 
school's time, and effort. problem. The dress code 

This year, Central established . Th e chang 

implemented several new have been made. Stude 
rules and regulations about now know what they c 
student dress. and cannot wear. 

Hats aren't allowed. But no . This ye<1r, I 

Kerchiefs of any color are administration is enforci 
not allowed. Sagging pants these superfluous rules wi 

are not allowed and shorts even more needle 
must be long enough to punishments. 
cover the buttocks when A girl who wears sho 
bending over. too short must change the 

While it's very nice that A student whose armhol 

the bigwigs of Central High are too wide must pu t 
School got another shirt. 

together and H arm I e 
decided all of this, EDITORIAL punishments, b 
one must wonder ••••••••• they are a waste 
if there was The opinion of time. 

something more the Register Teachers a 

constructive they being d rill ed 
could have been doing with the dress code a t a I m 
their time. every staff mee ting . T 

oIr 

on 

m( 
hr( 
ch( 

or 

Central has a heat school is offering teach 
problem. Everyone knows clever ways to tum a stud he 
that. And while the school in for a dress code in fracti 

basked in the summer heat, without confronting t 

administrators got together student. 

iI;l1] 

UTI 

ttel and planned out what kids It's obvious th at t 
should be wearing. school is interested 

Misplaced priorities, making these oh-s 
anyone? necessary rule changes sti ySl 

Yes, some students do And in a wa v, tha rea 

wear clothes that are not probably a good idea. 
appropriate for school. And All too often the sch on 
yes, sometimes this distracts will write in a new rule a xcl 
other students from fail to enforce it. It leads ell 
learning. apathy on the part of b ut . 

But does that mean the students and the staff 

there isn't anything more But by enforc ing t 
important going on? rule, the school is show 

. Central had over fifty that it does not have tim 
. 'Shl'deJ'{t$ C ~pen~a last year: 'J : n\ess JJ ~r8tl n\1 7 reb ht' s a II 

It received a resource officer the wrong area. 

from the Omaha Police Yeah, making I 

Department. changes and enforcing th 
A school organization with such vigor has hel 

received $100,000 for use in a little. Instances of d r 
an anti-tobacco campaign. code infractions ha 

vel 

The school band ranked as dropped significantly (\\ 
one of the highest in the the past few weeks, a urr 's ( 
state. clothing has become less 

Yet even with all of a distraction in classes. 

these things going on, But if the sc hoo 
administrators still had time approach to the dress (( 
to worry about what kids has worked this well , \\" 

would be wearing on the don't they focus their elle 

first days of school. on something else? 
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ouchers steal public funds 
Perhaps vouchers could 

tu ally work. 
Then again, maybe pigs will 

School vouchers are a terrible 

In a time when schools are 

rowded, understaffed and 
ing to make ends meet, 

are not practical. 

In a time when people 

plain about the Ten 

ommandments being painted 
n a courthouse wall, it seems 

taxpayers would be up in 
rm S to prevent their hard

rn ed dollars from going to 

"rc,:I la rc)C h I' a I schools. 
In a time when most 

xpaye rs complain about 
roperty taxes, it seems they 

Id try to prevent having to 

more to send kids to private 
Is, but many don't. 

Taxpayers have spent a fair 

mount of money to put me 

rough 13 years of public 
hooling . To everyone whose 

-- .~ ~,'" bought my text books and 

d my teachers - thank you. 

Many argue students going 

priva te schools, like Prep or 
Ii, deserve the same sort of 

tment. Simply put-they don't. 

If they want to be helped by 
government, there is a fairly 

imple process they can follow. 
Stepl: Withdraw from the 

rrent private school they are 

ing. 
Step 2: Enroll 

n the public school 

ys tem in their 

religion in public schools. 

And they are right. 
A lot of parents also don't 

think that sending their children 
to a single-sex 

school helps 

promote healthy 
soc i a I 

development. 
And they are 

right. 

't exis t for the 

lusive reason of 

Ipi ng families 

t fi nancia\1y. Not 

Quenrin Lueninghoener People who 

ne in America is a hard

middle-class Protestant. 

A lot of parents don't want 

who are paid by the state 

teach their children about 

feel that way have 

a justified argument when they 
say their tax dollars shouldn't pay 

the salaries ofJestiits. 
Since the beginning of this 

country's. history, a separati9!l ~f 
, 

church and state has blanketed the 

government. The state senators 
should always abide by those 

rules. 
These officials also have to 

worry about the huge.problem of 

money and taxes. 
Many taxpayers feel taxes are 

too high right now. 

Raising them in order to send 
kids to private schools on 

government subsidies should be 

something they just shouldn't 

even consider. 
They simply think this idea is 

wrong. 
Recently, the controversial 

topi~ has been under fire, but 

there are still a number of 
politicians lobbying for the 
system. OccaSionally, as the 
popularity of the program is 

surging, school vouchers appear 
in the news more often and their 

popularity is constantly growing. 
In the best interests of 

students in America's public 

schvols, politicians should shoot 
down this horrible idea 

immediately. After that, it should 

never be allowed to resurface ever 

again. 
America should improve the 

current public school system 
before branching out to new 

levels. 

umpster diving yields treasures 
Someone dives into a 

pster, finds a knife and thinks 

5 cool. 
He pulls it out, takes it home 

clean it and thinks nothing of 

La ter tha t week, police show up 

his house with a search warrant. 

They find the knife and arrest 

im fo r murder. 

The thing is, at 

is tri al, the jury 

id not believe 

diving. 

activity. 
I thought I was learning a lot 

until I realized he was making all 

of it up. 
Once we straightened out the 

fact that neither of us were really 

dumpster divers, we became 

genuinely interested about it. 
Mike and I did 

some research and 

found out that 

Dumpster Diving 

is the fine art of 

going through a 

dumpster and 

Surprisingly, 
iving into a 

umpster and 

merg ing with 

SINK 
finding useful 

items that people 
have thrown away Paula Sahany 

rious different things is a fairly 

pular hobby. 

another. 

for some reason or 

you are trying to obtain bags or 

reach way in the corner of the 

dumpster. 
I have always thought that 

dumpsters have always been 

large, revolting, smelly bins full of 

nothing but trash and large 
amounts of germs. But I realized 

that the human body came with a 

wonderful thing called an 

immune system. 

As far as the revolting smell, 

clothes pins work nicely. 
As I read, I came across 

accounts of what people had 
found such as videos, perfectly 
good CD's, air-conditioners in 

mint condition and flashlights 

with new batteries in them. 

One Dumpster Diver found a 

computer complete with a 

monitor and an 840-MB 

hard drive. 

on what state you decide to 

dumpster dive in, and what you 
are diving for, it can be illegal. 

For instance, if "No 

Trespassing" signs are posted in 

the area, locks must be broken to 

get in or if climbing a fence is 

involved, then one should 

probably turn back. 
Then, look for another, more 

accessible container to jump into 
and find all the valuable junk you 

want. 
Even if you are discouraged, 

don't give up. Most of the times 

regulations apply to this hobby, 

people are only scared away by 

security guards or police. 
Dumpster Diving is great. 

You can get great stuff. 

The only reason I know about 

is subject is I was surfing the 

ternet one day and I stumbled 

pon a page called Dumpster 
iv ing: Treasure and Trash. 

One should be careful around 

dumpsters. The wind can slam 

lids shut from amazingly quick. It 

would be humiliating if someone 

got stuck inside a smelly 

dumpster. 

He said it worked 

perfectly. 

Sometimes you can even 

turn around and make a 

profit. Free stuff plus 
~ __ money. Who would 

(" --.......----
~"'.,!-: ~ disagree? 

I decided to be obnoxious and 

nt message random people 

th various tips on how to 

lI mpster Dive. 

It was something to do on a 
ull summer day, I didn't actually 

. k I would get a response, but 
did . 

I carried on a long, drawn-out 
. I'\ ,n ,, ~ ·· " ~ tion with a kid named 

about the different 

niques and intricacies of the 

Seriously, dumpster accidents 

can even be fatal. 
One needs to make sure to 

avoid meat, eggs and dairy food 

at all costs when jumping into 

huge piles of trash. Any sane 

person would know this but just 

as a reminder, that kind of stuff 

gets rancid real quick. 
A lot of people know that 

having a long stick with a sharp 

end can be nice. Especially when 

Another person 

said their greatest 

discovery was a turn of 

the century drop-down 

secretary desk, 

which they 

refinished and 

sold for $600 . 

But dumpster 

di ving is not all 

fun and 

gam e s ' -7e~ ...... _-" IXpending 

Top 10 worst things to find inadumpster 
1. The Lindberg baby's blanket that the FBI has been trying to 

find for over 80 years. 
2. The Nixon tapes about the Watergate break-in. 
3. The briefcase the president carries around that includes all the codes 

needed to launch a warhead at Russia. 
4. A copy of CIA classified information about the Bay of Pigs. 
5. A secret package of weapons that were headed to Iran to continue the 

United State's hostage-for-arms deal. 
6. Radioactive waste taken straight from Three Mile Island. 
7. Blackbeard's peg leg with a rifle that is from the sixteenth century 
8. A large vat of sour milk with a enormous booger floating on top. 
9. A corked little league baseball bat that a 14-year-old Little League World 

Series player recently used. 
10. Old Central High School gradebooks back from when Henry Fonda was a 

student. 
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State, parents kill 
driving enjoyment 

When I was younger, my best 
friend and I would always make 
plans for when we were older and 

had our driving licenses. 
We were going to go every

where and do everything . We 
dreamed of road trips, taken in our 
own cars, without parents, of 
course. 

This was quite 
exhilarating ten 
years ago . A 
driver's license was 

freedom to us. It 
was power. 

Ha! 
There's one 

thing I never fig-
ured into the equation: the "parent 
factor." 

First of all, my parents' theory 
that before I own my own car, I 

need a year of experience is ridicu
lous. When I bring up the point that 
I could get twice as much experi
ence if I didn't have to share a car, 

I receive my favorite response. 
"That is what we did for your 

sister." 
That's a horrible argument. It's 

a cop out. 
It's not like I expect them to 

buy me a car. I slaved away at an 
extraordinarily degrading job all 

summer. I can't name the job, be
cause they are a fairly large orga
nization and would sue me for li
bel in five seconds flat. But trust 
me, it was horrible. What do I have 
to show for it? Money in my 
savings account. 

Another factor that 
never came up in our six-
year-old dreams 

(where I think that we 

drove pink Mus 
tangs identical to 

Barbie's) was the ~ 
rules of every 16 \ 

year old's new 

best friend, the Pro
visional Operator's Per-

mit. 

It's a fancy name for a restricted 

license. The little piece of plastic 
means no dri ving past midnight or be
fore six, unless the activity is school 
or work related. 

Of course. if you are accompa
nied by an adult, then that is fine, too. 

I don 't think this 
actually cuts down 

on the number of 16 

year aIds out after 
midnight , it just 
make s them drive 

carefully. 
Which is prob

ably what the DMV 

was going for with 

this thing. I don't think anyone is na
ive enough to think they're going to 

get each and every 16 year old safe 
and sound at home before midnight, 
every night. 

So, if you ever see me out late at 
night driving around, it's not what you 
think. 

That 's my dad's car. 

He probably sent me out to run 

errands for him. I'm most likely hur
rying home. Heaven forbid , I'm out 
past midnight. Or maybe I'm going 
to my degrading job. 

Any way you slice it, it's not 
what I envisioned. 

But nothing ever is. 
Sigh. Sob. 

Teachers misuse power, 
studen ts deserve rights 

Students do not have any 

rights anymore. 
Why is that? I mean this is 

America, right? 

Students are treated like we 
are nothing and somehow 

people expect us to like school. 
Teachers walk into a room and 

demand respect from everyone 

there. 
You can't just demand 

something from someone . 
Respect is a two-way street. It 

goes both ways. 
That is something teachers 

have got to 
understand! 

sent to the administrator and 

punished once again. 
What are we to do? 

I think that if students were 

able to file a formal written 
complaint about any teacher, this 

problem would be fixed. 
Both sides of the story should 

be heard. 
Now, 1 know teachers and 

administrators think that students 

would file a lot of lies . 
I can' t say they won't, but 

teachers lie, too. 

They are human. They lie. 
Teachers lie on 

referrals . They 
won't admit it, but 

they do. 
Why is it that 

teachers can 

write up a 
student and send 

them to the office 
without even 

justifying himself 
or herself to 

THROUGH MY EYES 

H students felt 
like they could do 

something about a 
teacher misusing 
their authority, 

Dominique Brown 

anyone? They can write 
whatever they want on that 

referral and no matter what 

they are saying. It's assumed to 

be true. 
Even if the kid can produce 

a whole class of witnesses to say 

that the teacher is l ying, it 

doesn't matter. 

Why is it that the teacher 

can just write a referral and not 

be questioned at all about what 

happened? They just continue 
on with their day like nothing 

happened . 
Meanwhile, a student is 

being punished for telling the 

truth. 
Also, why is it that a teacher 

can talk about a student in front 

of the entire class and it's okay? 
A student is not expected to 

defend his or herself? 

That is so unfair! 

When a teacher tells the 

entire class that a student is 
failing that class, students 
should be able to tell the teacher 

that he or she is wrong. 

What? 
Students are not supposed 

to defend theirselves? 
As soon as they do, they are 

there would be a 

lot less outbursts in the classroom. 
That would improve the 

relationship between teachers and 

students. 
If teachers did not hold the 

power of a referral over student's 

heads, relations would be a lot 

better. 
When a student tells her 

administrator what this certain 

teacher did, she is basically told 
"Oh well." Sometimes, students 

are called liars to their faces. 
Not always in those words, 

but the message is understood 
when an administrator says, 

"Well, why would they lie?" 
We are treated like we are just 

stupid teens who don't deserve 

any kind of respect. 
It's kind of like telling on a 

cop. It's a blue wall of silence that 
doesn 't give students any rights. 

I am not saying tha t all 

teachers are this way because 
most of them are respectable to 

students. 
I have experienced the best 

and the worst teachers in this 

building. 
All I am saying is that 

students should have rights, just 

like everyone else. 
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Free movies steal artists' 
hard earned work, money 

Dis ney's annual bud gets, 

everyone deserves to be paid 

for their work, no matter wh ut 

industry they work in. 

The regulation of the 

music-sharing server, Napster, 

did not bring the death of free 

entertainment on the Internet. 

In fact, it was only a small 

step in the right direction. 

There is no differen ce del 
between stealing some bread V 

In the past months, the 

Motion Picture Association of 

America mobilized 

from a family owned business 

that is struggling to pay the 
electric bill or 

lawyers to pursue 

litigation against sites 

that offer free copies of 

movies online. 

downl oading a 
EDITORIAL free movi e made s we 

iris 
b y Time-Warn er ut ••••••••• 

The opinion of from the Internet. 
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Tearing them down 
Indian Hills joins a long list of Omaha hotspots that have been 

bought out of business. Although the theater had some great 

qualities, money was the underlying reason for its destruction. 

Historical places in Omaha beware. 

You may be next. 
Despite efforts to save Indian Hills movie theater, 

Methodist Health Systems leveled the structure, even while 

the City Council was considering whether or not to name 
the theater an historical landmark. 

look of the building, but no one wanted to ti ~~\fie ' ~ roperty 
and keep the theater operable. 

Instead, Methodist Health Systems bought the property 

and made a new parking lot. 
Although the theater should have been kept, places like it 

close all the time. Evolution has systematically 

Although it would have been great to save the 

valuable property, what happened to Indian Hills 
is co m mon place in a capitalist society. 
Unfortunately, the only valuable thing left about 

the theater is memories. 

EDITORIAL eliminated horse racing at Aksarben, amusement 
rides at Peoney Park and even the Westroads movie 

theaters. All of these old Omaha landmarks 
experienced the same problems Indian Hills did. 

The theater served visitors of all ages for over 

40 years and had a grea t history. 

••••••••• 
The opinion of 

the Register 
And the theater is simply the latest addition to 

that very long list. 
That doesn't mean the theater rolled over and died . 

Some may think that Omaha citizens are just left with 

one less theater to attend. 

The health company's actions upset many people. They 
were upset that this historic theater became just another 
parking lot in west Omaha. 

prides itself on its 
extensive amount of copyright 
law on ' the books. Video 

cassettes have flashed 

messages before every movie 
distributed to the public for 

decades . This precedent 

should be extended to all 

form s of media, even ones 

available on the Internet. 
The mos t damagin g 

aspect about online movies is 

that some can be downloaded 

even before they are released 

in theatres. This allows people 

to see a free movie before 

others ha ve even seen the 

trailers. 
This takes money away 

from writers, directors and 

actors. Although the price of 
one movie ticket is not a big 

part of Paramount's or 

what the method , 

the outcome is still the sa me. 

Someone does not get paid for 

services that they provide. And 

that is wrong. 

It may be a monument"1 
task, but media shared on the 

Internet needs to be regulated 
Otherwi se, the p robl em 

will become worse and it will 

be impossible for any fut ure 

res taints to be placed on the 

industry. 
The Napster lawsuit sets u 

valuable preced en t for what 

regulations should be placed 

on file-sharing n e twork s 

online. Users should pay fees 

so companies profit from their 

products. Also, especially with 

online movies, prod ucts 

should not be available before 

they are officially released. 

Adoption issue continues 
state's homophobic trend 

Again, homose xual 's 

rights aIe under a.ttack in. 

Nebraska. 
Again, it is wrong. 

In Lincoln this month, a 

lesbian couple will appear 

before the Nebraska 

the leas t, Nebraska is n ot a 
friendly plaGe for .people wh 

are seen as different. 
A social worker gave a ven 

positive report on the paren ting 

of the child while being raised 

by two women. It 

is the soc ia : 

EDITORIAL worker 's job te 
Supreme Court. One 
of the women has a 

son that her partner, 
another woman, 

would like to legally 

adopt. 

••••••••• report how a ch ild 

is living. The opinion of 

the Register Th e st ate 

There is no reason 

why this should not be 

permitted. 

All American citizens are 

guaranteed equal rights and 
protection. 

should simply be 

concerned w ith 

the well-being of the child, not 

the sexual orientation of the 

people ·who raise it. 
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But this was no ordinary movie theater. Indian Hills 

had the biggest projection screen in town. The screen was 
so big that it was one of only three screens in the country 

that could show Cinerama films, which used three cameras 
to project a movie onto the screen. 

Every time a filmmaker released a new high-tech, must 
see movie, Indian Hills was the place to see it. When "The 

Matrix" and "Star Wars: Episode One" were shOWing, 
Indian Hills was one of the places with the longest lines in 
town. 

Still, people need to realize that Indian Hills was a movie 
theater. The city is still left with at least half a dozen other 

facilities that can satisfy a person's fix to see the latest popular 

flick. 

Although people might miss the theater and need to drive 

a couple more miles now that Indian Hills is gone, the loss is 
nothing to be bothered by. 

No matter someone's race, 

religion or sexual preference, 

they still deserve the same 

rights as everyone else. 

The social worker has 
already said the child is safe 

and happy, so th e WOIll c1n 

should be able to legally adopt 

the child. gal 
The state should not t<lke 

The one thing that can be taken from Indian Hill's closing 

is a reminder that everything revolves around money. 

But for some reason, at 

least in Nebraska, rights are 

taken away as soon as you say 
that they are gay. 

away homosexuals ' ri ght s 

Instead, the state should 0111\ 

care about the well-being of it, 

citizens. 
The theatre had its chance for survival, though . 
The company that last owned it tried to lease the 

property for almost a year. Maybe it was because of the old 

Who knows? Maybe if the school district ever runs out of 
money, they will be able to sell the schooL It does have a prime 
downtown location. 

In the past, with Initiative 

416, the state has expressed its 

view on homosexuality. To say 

In this case, if the child I ~ 

happy, all efforts sho ul d b, 

taken to keep it that way. 

~ HEROES & ZEROS~ 

Council increases parking ticket fines; students continue illegal activity 
- Douglas County's Drug Court 

For four years now, the county has offered drug users other options about how to 
deal with their sentences. Instead of overcrowding the county's jail, the defendants emoll 
in a drug treatment program for 18 months. Because of the success of the Drug Court, 
three other counties in the state are starting their own. 

- Omaha Police at Homecoming 
This year, there will be an added police presence at the homecoming dance. Instead of 

having only two uniformed officers, the school has arranged for five officers to police the 

dance. If nothing else, these officers will make the event safer for everyone involved . 

- Omaha City Council 
. The council deserves recognition for .its decision to raise fine amount for the parking 

tICket fee . The. fee, whJCh ~as $13, was.ralsed to a more substantial $16. Not only does the 
h1gher penalties help to discourage dnvers from breaking the law, the school district will 
also receive more money from the revenue produced by the tickets. 

- Ms. Riffel 

After the late announcement that Mr. Riley would not return to teach at Central this 

year, Ms. RJffel stepped up to the challenge of teaching as a "permanent subsft t /I H 
dd ' . h f I I I U e. er 

a Ihon to t e acu ty was so ate that her name was not on student's sch d I th f' t 
d f h l

eu es e IrS 

- State writing assessment 

Because of poor grading, this already bureaucratic task became even less clear to read . 

Some school's tests were graded at the school, some at the district and the sta te even graded 

some of the results. This subjective grading made the results impossible to understand . If 

the state wants to continue with this ridiculous benchmark of the state's students, the least 
they should do is devise a may to grade it on the same sca le. 

- Illegal parking 

Workers from the city:s finance office wrote 64 tickets to cars that were parked ille

gally ~round campus ~he hrst week of school. This activity is immature and irresponsible. 

The CIty has no-parking zones for everyone'!!' p rotection. Cars parked next to fire hy

drants cause delays for fire fighters while cars parked next to crosswalks and on hill s can 

cause accidents. Also, cars that chaotically parked on the streets around sch ool cast a poor 
Image on students and the school. 

- Trash around school 

For the first month of school, students left a lot of garbage in the courtyard and through

out the bUlldmg. The problem became so bad that the circular announcements contained a 

remark about it from the principal. We all need to help keep this building clean. The gar
bage problem makes the school look bad and is also a health risk. 
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- Missing ceiling tiles on fourth floor I 

- Rosenblatt Stadium 

Ro se nb~ a tt is getting another re~ o~a tion ~ nd it is now becoming a annual tradition 
for the stadlUm. By domg thiS, the cIty IS making sure it puts its best foot forward . 

For some reason or another, ceiling tiles in classrooms on the fourth floor were re- ck 

m~ved, but no renovation work was completed. The ceiling's absence causes teacher 's at 

vOIces from ?~e room to echo to another, distracting students . The district has not re- 1 
placed the celhng yet, because any new tiles would have to be removed next summer. ors ted 

_
____________________________________________________________________ ~ __ S_h_O_u_Id __ ta_k_e_w __ h _a_ t e_v _ e _ r _s_ t e~ p _s_ i ~ t ~ n ~ee~ d ~s~ t o~f~ix~ th ~ i =S~ p ~ r =o= b : l e ~ m ~.~ I ~ t ~c:a n ~ n ~o: t ~w::a~it~an~e=I~'t~ir=e~Y~e:a~r ____ ~ve 

Ve 



... - ..... -.- .,,~ - -.-, .. .....,. ... - ....... -.--_. - --~-~--- - -- - ---

ent 
jg. 

the 
ent 

Letters to the editor' 
Student polls 

Register your opinion 
Political cartoons 

"r find it very moronic the way 
many other people treat other indi
viduals in the hallways. What ever 

happened to courtesy? " 
79\ 

:s 

The big issue: Dress code 
reo types decided codes 

Th is year they have a new rule 
revealing or see-through clothes. 

to the dress code. 
~ad We can't wear spikes, chains \'1"1 .ABIG KID NOW' 

But clothes such as a normal 
halter top or thin-strapped tank top 
shouldn't be made a big deal of. 

ess studded jewelry because they 
the n be used as weapons. 
or I agree that they can be used 

a wea pons, but so can clippies us 
lde ·rls put in our hair or earrings. 
ler lit why haven ' t they been 
et. ? 

A studded belt or a spike 
-. , ro IP t is jewelry just like earrings 

they can be just as harmful. 
Bu t they allow you to wear 

e ,llld not the other. Why? 
They don' t like us to wear the 

I'l'es or things that are gang 
ted. That rule makes sense. 

people get uncomfortable 
hen they see someone who 
pears to be in a gang. 

But if I walk in a room with a 
in connected from my wallet 
my pants, 1 bet you get scared. 

Our school is so hot that 
wearing clothes like that isn't 
inappropriate at all as long as you 
don't overexpose yourself. 

Fallon Leahy, 10 

Strict rules urge violations 

Up until this year, I was fine 
with the dress code. 

It was relaxed and people were · 
allowed to wear things to express 
themselves and stay cool in the 
summer. 

This year's dress code is 
outrageous! Basically, we are told to 
wear turtlenecks, overalls and other 
clothes that went out in the 80s. 

I mean, I understand no chest-
baring tops or crotch-cutting shorts. 

When I'm dressed this way, I'm confident and know I look 
. I'm not thinking, "Let me put this on to hurt someone." 

Tracina Avant, 10 

Dress code 
Does it allow students to ex
press themselves while main
taining a proper learning envi
ronment? 

But the first day of school, I had to wear a shirt over my outfit 
because my pants hugged too tight. To me, that is just 
ridicuolous. 

s code does not change student behaviors at all 

I think that the school dress code should be abolished. 
People are going to wear what they want anyways. To punish 

is dumb. You will never get anywhere with the dress code 
less uniforms are established. 

No offense and all, but why are you looking at me in that 
way? It doesn't make sense to me. 

Alyx Romano, 10 

People are going to continue to express their individuality 
School needs to fairly enforce dress code standards 

The main thing that I dislike about Central this year is the 
dress code. · 

clothing no matter what. 

Emily Nepinsky, 10 

establishing codes, school forgot temperature 

[ think that the new dress code, in some ways, is ridiculous. 
I unders tand how the staff would feel abou t some i terns- that , 

have seen students· wearing to school, such as extremJ!li 

Illustration by 
LUENINGHOENERITHE REGISTER 
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People are told that their pants are too tight and are forced 
to wear long shirts to cover it up, but yet girls can wear backless 
tops and not get a comment said to them. If the administration 
is going to set forth rules, they need to be applied universally. 

Jamie Morehouse, 10 
t (. " f •• ' _ • • (') , . ~ 

LETTERS,' E-MAILS, ·PAXES AND POLLS 

rudents act rude when walking in halls 

As a sophomore at Central High School, [ find it 
moronic the way many other people treat other 

dividuals in the hallways. What ever happened to 
rtesy? 
I found out that most of these people are fresh
who have pride issues. It almost appears that 
a re trying to act as if they are not freshmen by 

this behavior. In reality, they appear as sec
graders. They use vulgar language and push

and that doesn't get anyone anywhere in life. 
JenCoats, 10 

Intoxicated students 
Is drinking at school functions a prob
lem school officials need to focus on? 

Illustration by LUENINGHOENERITHE RJGISTER 
500 students 

prepares students for college, life 

Central has many great qualities. The academic 
portunities are unbelievable. You can take many 

class and even college courses. Central is 
challenging than most high schools. 

When taking challenging courses, it will look 
on college applications. In fact, 70 percent of 

dents from Central will attend college. Central 
has a great teaching staff. Any time that a stu-

t needs help, the teachers will offer help to the 
dent. 

Dana Cleasby, 10 

..... uvu of facilities cause many mishaps 

I find problems with our "old" gym and our 
The track and football field, for starters, are 

absolute mess. 

The track is falling apart. The top layer has se p~

from the rest of the track and it is peeling off. I 
ve witnessed many people trip and hurt them
ves. The track is uneven and collects water, which 

is probably why the top layer has separated itself. 
The football "field" is falling apart as welL The 

astroturf is coming loose and is torn in many places. 
In regards to the "old" gym, the wood floors are 

cracked and peeling. The gym is either the coldest or 
hottest room in the entire building. The circulation 

. is horrible. I took a year of aerobics in that gym and 

never had a comfortable moment. 
Laura Diesing, 10 

Useless P.E requirements crowd schedule 

Why is it that we are required to take a P.E class 
for two years? Why do we even have to take one at 

all? 
To me, it is wasting four perfectly good semes

ters of classes that we could use on other classes 
which we can actually excel from. 

Instead, for two years, 42 minutes a day, we are 
trapped in a gym. It's not that I don' t like the teach

. ers, it's just the fact that I would rather spend my 

time somewhere else. ROTC and band require you 
to enroll for four years. 

Gym is a waste of time that could be well spent 
in other courses. 

Halley Taylor, 10 

Spirit costs lessen high school experience 

Spirit costs a lot at Central. 
For example, before the first football game, 

people were selling beads for the game. One neck
lace cost $3 and two cost $5. What a rip-off! Some

thing that probably cost 50 cents to make is being 

Teacher pay 
Do school teachers deserve higher pay? 

sold for $3. 
I know they want to make a profit, but that's ri

diculous. School spirit should not cost that much. 
Tahreem Aziz, 10 

Teachers assign work without consideration 

One thing that many students, including me, do 
not like about Central is the amount of homework that 
the teachers assign. 

Many of us have several honors classes, sports, 
jobs and other extracurricular activities. 

It is hard for us to handle everything at once. 
Teachers don't seem to realize that we have other 

things going on. 
We understand that homework is for us to learn, 

but too much is just too much. I think teachers should 
assign, but they should also be considerate of the other 
responsibilities that students have in their lives. 

Farhana Husain, 10 

IHustrlltion by LUENINGHOENERITHE REGISTER 

Jan Coats, 10 

~ REGISTER YOUR OPINION 

Do you think the renovations 

that are being completed are a 

distraction to the school 

enviornment? 

"I think it's causing problems be
cause the career center buses can 
not be on the same street and it's 
a busy street. It's taking up too 
much space." 

Marcus Brown, 12 

"It doesn't bother me because I 
don't see them. They are not 
there." 

TIffany Ludwig, 12 

."It's not really in the way. It does 
not bother me. It's not as bad as 
some people think." 

Larry Price, 9 

"The only thing that bothers me 
is the trafffic. It takes too much 
time to get through. It's not go
ing fast enough." 

Adam Morris, 11 

"I can still work with the noise. I 
can concentrate." 

Dynasti Loving, 10 

"I Can get to my classes just as 
good as last year and I can hear 
all of the announcements." 

Norman Welch, 10 

"I think it hasn't caused a prob

lem yet, but it probably wilL" 

Kathryn Balaillon, 12 
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
Terry Page 

Construc tion manager for Jacobs facilities 

'It's kind of like a war' 
This issue, the Register interviewed Terry Page, 

construction manager with Jacobs Facilities, 

abou t the Central renovations. 

Q . How is Jacobs Facilities working with the 
school district on the Central project? What 

• is your company's role? 

A 
They give us the budget and we take care of it, 

: through them, from there on. We get the architects 
on board , we get the design figured out all the way 

through the stages. The whole time, we consult with OPS . 
We make sLire what we are doing is within their standards 
and its up to LIS to keep it in budget and then, after the 
design stage, we run the construction. 

Q 
You said your company handled the design and 

: construction phases at the school. What are the 
differences between organizing the two differ

ent stages? 

A. You rLi n the design just like you run the construc-
• tion. There is rea ll y no difference between runing a 

design job and running a construction job. We're putting it 
on paper and the architects have to be managed also. 

Q . How was the work in the school planned and 

• how did the work performed this summer fit in 
with that plan? 

A 
The job was done in two phases. The first phase was 

: to get your electrica l upgrades and mechanical pip
ing run through the chases in the corner of the build

ing und the shafts running all the way from top to bottom 
of the building. 

Q . What was the need for the electrical upgrades and 
• what upgrades were completed? 

A 
Your power requirements are just like your house. 

: Since you're getting a whole new air-conditioning 
system, you're going to need some power and some 

of the old houses th at do not have air-conditioning, their 
panels are rea I small. If you want to compare it to a house, 
you just didn' t have enough power in there and the build
ing was not designed for that. 

So, what we did was we put in a bunch of electrical 
systems to upgrade your building and we took advantage 
of, while we were in there, to upgrade your general power 

distribution . So, if it was in your house, we had to put in a 
new panel anyways, so why not get it set for the future, 
like the technology centers? 

Q . While your company was planning the construc
• lion, how did you work with the school? 

A. With Central having so many kids in there, you can
• not work in the school year. So we broke the de

sign up where we could jump in there this summer in 

classroom areas. 

Q . What work was done in the classrooms this sum

• mer? 

A. We tore out the walls and ran all the pipe out in 
• those chases. We rebuilt your walls. You notice, 

going up and down the steps, where the electrica I rooms 
are. We got aLl the panels in there and transformers, but 
none of them are operable. 

Q : Was any other work completed this summer? 

A That chilled water line (that is being run on the 
: southeast corner of campus) will be your air-con

ditioning. On the west side of the building, the Joslyn side, 
that contractor is running the main feeders for all the elec
trical systems. Again, its prep work for phase two. We'Ll 
have those pipes there and we'll energize the system and 
fire it up so we can air-condition each floor. 

Q : Did this summer's work run behind schedule? 

A: Phase one was scheduled to have outside the build-
ing before school started. Outside of the building, 

and inside with the electrical, they can continue until mid 
to late September. They're doing fine. They were out of 
your classrooms. The walls were done prior to you guys 
showing up. 

Q : What other work needs to be done and when 
will it be completed? 

A· It's going to be done for the next two years. Addi-
• tiona 1 duct work and conduits. They will eventu

ally come out of there and run it through every room 
throughout every level. Just about every room in that 
building will be air-conditioned. Each room's going to 
get new lights, new fusers, new duct work up there and 
new drop ceilings. 

Q . When phase two starts next summer, how will 
• the construction project work with the students? 

A. We're trying to work out options on that phasing 
• plan. You got all kinds of options. We haven't 

locked in on any of them yet. One is we build the addi
tion and move you guys to the additions and work on 
rooms once they get empty. We can empty some rooms, 
we could put you in an addition. We could put you in 
portables, relocate you to the courtyard, but then you got 
no place to ea t. That's what you go through. We haven't 
come up wi th any solutions yet. That's what we're work
ing on right now. It's kind of like a war. It really is. 
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Society promotes seXISm 
population. 

Sexist. d'b Society and politics don't stop ther 
It is not one of the words that escn e 

you, right? 
Wrong! 
If you think you haven't ever b~en 

sexist or aren't sexist in everyday hfe, 

think again! 
Everyone falls victim 

to sexism on a daily ba
sis, we just don't realize 
it. In today's society, boys 

have to act one way and 
girls must act another. 

We make up society, 
we have the control, so 

why are we playing by 
"society's rules"? 

According to the media, women a~e 
supposed to be feminine, gentle, beauti

ful, and dependent on men. 

That's crap! 
Women are just as smart and skilled 

as men are, but they are paid less than 

men, even when they have the same job. 
When it comes to looks, girls have to 

be better than average, even if it means 
wearing fifty pounds of makeup. Women 
should also be slender, but developed to 
get ahead in today's "perfect" world. 

When you see any type of media all 
you see is skinny girls (just check out the 

latest fashion magaZine) . 
Girls are taught to nurture and put 

the men in their lives first, as if they are 

inferior. Why do we, the people, let our
selves be ruled with these silly reserva-

tions? 
Don ' t get me wrong, the boys get 

cheated just as much as the girls. Guys 
can't cry or express themselves because 
then they're a bunch of sissies, not real 

men. 
That's a crock. 
Guys have to act macho 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week and are expected 
to be rough, tough and to "provide" for 
women in today's modern world. They 
are taught that women need to be pro
tected and taken cared for. This puts a lot 
of unnecessary pressure on the male 

however. They also playoff both sex 
with terrible double standards. A cle 

example of this is society's take on wh 
is appropriate for boys and girls, When 
comes to sex and sexuality. 

We all know what 
takes to be a "man" in t 
world today. You have 
lose your virginity befo 
you are truly consider 
to be a man. 

Did anyone ever (Or 
sider that the real me 

might just not be inte 
ested? 

As far as girls are concerned, th 

should remain virgins until they get m~ 
ried. So then who are all the guys havi 

sex with? If girls have sex before they a 

married then they are sluts. Is this real. 

all that fair? 
When it comes to sexual promise 

ity, guys aren't really considered to be tf 

sleeping-around type unless they hal 
had sex with about twenty women in 0 

week. Girls can't have more than hI 

partners in one year before being lagg 
with being sleazy and easy. 

There is hope, however. Instead 

sitting around, not liking the way thin 
are, why don't we do something abol 
it? Wow, there's a thought! 

It's time people start thinking outsi 

the box. 
Real men aren't afraid to shed a te 

Girls who are truly beautiful don 't n 

to worry about makeup or their weig 
Guys don't need to go sleep around a 

girls should be able to take the sexu 
power away from the guys becau 
they've had it for way too long I 

Now I'm not telling people to st 
being who they really are, I'm just as 
ing for people who don't fit the this s' 
reotypes to act · like themselves, wi tho 
being afraid of what others may think 

We have the power. We have enou 

power to defeat sexism once and for a 

Spending limit leads t 

neglect in budget 'area 
Again, the school district's hands 

were tied. 
When planning and approving a 

budget earlier this month, Omaha Public 
Schools was not able to address all of the 
district's needs because of a spending 
limit that has been imposed by the state 
for years. 

The district has more money that it 
could dedicate to some of 

Right now, the state looks over every w 

the district spends its money. This c 

ates another bureaucratic step in the p 
cess. 

Complete control over the b ud 
should be placed at the local level. Om' 
Public Schools knows the needs of c 

dren in the Omaha school district just I' 

Lincoln Public Schools knows what 
best for students in Lincoln. 

these concerns, but the spend

ing cap makes it so these 
funds can not do anything but 
collect interest in an isolated 
bank account somewhere. 

EDITORIAL 
Therefore, the school d 

tricts would be the best places 
••••••••• control the money. The opinion of 

Instead of setting a fix 
amount of money that s(h( 

districts can spend, th e stJ 
should allow the district to regulate its 

The spending limit causes nothi 

but problems. There is no logical rea 

the Register 

The district was able to 
buy more textbooks, improve the special 
education department and some other 

things, but the district left some holes 
along the way. 

This spending cap should be lifted for 
many reasons. 

First, the school district should never 
have to choose how to use its money. The 
state should never limit the district's abil

ity to find solutions for every problem. 

Instead of prioritizing the district's 
needs, the state should allow individual 
school district's to spend money however 
they deem it necessary. 

If the state did this, it would give the 
individual districts more responSibility. 

for its existence. 

Existing problems in the district 
ignored. 

It is not because no one cares, it is 
cause the limited amount of mon 
needed to be spent somewhere else 

Teachers need to be paid, new te 
books need to be bought, bonds need 
be repaid and transportation needs to ' 

arranged. 

Not all of these can be resolved ur 

the school district the power tll 
through with it. 
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Bus changes make system more user-friendly, help riders locate buse 
. Metro Area Transit (MAT) did some At some point in the course of People would be able to get to a bus 

B 
F; 

thinkll1g thiS su mmer. . . MAT's complete restructuring, a global stop, look at a map, and realize they have 
After carefully revlew1l1g the results positioning system will be installed. over 15 minutes until the next bus arrives. 

of a year-long stud y on how the curren t Using this system,customers will be able Then they would be able to use those 15 
bus system works, MAT has decided to to find the position of any bus that is minutes to accomplish something more 

make some changes. running in the city. important than simply waiting for a bus. 
And th e changes can on ly make Whether on the Internet or by The new sys tem also takes the 

matters better for every f1d er, lI1cluding phone, customers will have the location guesswork out of using the system. 

Central students. of any MAT bus at their fingertips. Currently, a person who wants to get 

.S lm p ly pu t, ~AT ha s Making the sys tem more from point A to point B needs to have a 

~eCld ed to stop runnIng buses EDITORIAL convenient, people will be working knowledge of the bus routes. 
ill stral?ht Imes from one Side ••• • • • • •• more likely to use MAT to They need to know what bus to get onto, 

of the city to t , ~~ other." The opinion of travel around the city. what stop to get off at, and whether or 
Inste.ad , CIrCulator bus The first problem that not they need a transfer. 

routes will run from bus stop the ReRister many see with this plan is that With th . 
t b . th " .,. e new system, a person wIll 
a. us stop WI 111 a cer tal~ It doesn t necessanly help simplygetonabus.Sincea llbuses oto 

nelghborhood .Those buseswlllthentake peoplewaitingforthebus. Peoplewho the sa me central 10 t ' th g ' ll 
custo back t "h b " 1 . '. ca IOn, ey WI 

mers 0 au., or a centra are waltmg atthe bus stop will still have without a doubt end u somewhere the 
locallon betw.een several Circulator buses. to guess what time the bus will arrive. need to be. p y 

USillg thiS system, the city's transit But that is not true. 

system will fun ction mu ch more MAT has also planned to install a 

effiCiently. . , computer at every bus stop in the City. 
But. that Isn t a ll that MAT has in store From the computer, citizens will be able 

for quamt little Omaha . Oh no. Its plans to loca te the position of any bus at any 
go deeper than that. tim e. 

And if they don't know how to get 
from the hub to their connecting bus, 
there will be someone there who they can 
ask. 

The new system will also severely 
lower the travel time necessary to get 

MAT 
from place to place. 

Whereas a person riding the bus 
today might have to use up to two 
transfers that mayor may not take them 

directly to where they are gOing, a person 
in the future will only have to use two, 

and they will definitely pass their final 
destination. 

But the crowning achievement of the 
new changes is the revival of several old 

tro 
Is ( 

A 
it ( 

~~ e( 
~ ____ ~~~ ~ iv 

buses, last used in the late 60s. 

The buses are an almost avoca 
green, and definitely look as if th 

haven't been used in a while. 

But in the future , they will 
Circulating the same way as other bu ~ 

And the citizens of Omaha will re 
the benefits. Hopefully, Central stude 

will use the bus more often, too. 
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ahey scores 

ig with old 
ang Unit 

All ounce of prevention is worth 
of cure. 

Or at least that's the working 

tl o of the Omaha Police 
p.lf"trnent's newly revived Gang 

"t. 
In keepi ng with one of his major 

p,lign pro mises, Mayor Mike 

'I ' put the Gang Unit back into 

th is summer. 
I3r,ll 'o, mayor. 

The Gang Unit is an important 
Llf any police force's attempts to 

I ha ng uprisings. And in Omaha, 
s ,1 service that has become quite 

ry. 
ThL' Gang Unit consists of ten 

I1l bcrs of the Omaha police force: 
t p,ltrolmen and two sergeants. 

EJch Gang Unit squad is made up 

fi l'c officers, four patrolmen and 

l' lieu tenant. One patrols areas 

rlh o f Dodge 

'l't, while the 
'r h,md les the 

llh side of the 

I ' l' J simple 

EDITORIAL 
• • • • • • • • • 
The opinion of 

the Register 

: dri l'e aro und and make sure 

th ll1g happens. But the reason the 

il is such an integral part of any 
'l' is that if a call comes in about 

ng ,lC tivity, it is the Unit's job to 

d. 

.-'11 1 too often, calls about gang 

itl fa ll through the cracks. 

Currently, the police department 

" not perceive gang crimes as 

n,'; l) f top importance, especially in 

IpMison with other crimes that are 
ng committed at any time. 

It is up to the police to serve and 

tec t - rarely does that involve 

ki ng up gang activity. Especially 
h,lt ac tivity is nothing more than 

I1Llr va ndalism. 

But a problem can quickly be 
tified. 

Gang activity is mild, at best. But 

I aetMtle~; tlo n\afterwnanhe 
inexorably lead people down 

lippery slope. A graffiti artist has 
y broken the law, so why not 

il l) And a thief has already 

tsmarted the police, so why not 
p 

To alleviate the growing threat of 
ng violence, Mayor Hal Daub 

plcmented the Gang Unit in the 
I'll' nine ties. 

Unfortunately, the Unit ate up 

s and as a result, the program fell 

ti m to budget cuts when Daub 
(uc.,_nr"lcd the Unit. 

Du ring the period when the Unit 
S in active, concerned citizens 

'd the police about gang activity. 

they did this, the police rarely 
l' r came to their aid. 

In stead, more police officers 

nd led bigger jobs and neglected the 

Iler problems of everyday life. It 

<; the typica l pitfall of any 

reaucracy-too many people doing 
<1 5k that does not require that much 
npower. 

It is no secret that the City of 

:l ha is facing se rious budget 

iems, so when Fahey stepped 

office, it looked as if the Gang 

it would join a long list of 

mpaign promises that would never 

But it worked. 

FJ hey used an almost deceptively 

pie plJn- pull ten officers off of 

al duty and assign them the task 
ans wering all calls about gang 
·I' ity. 

The beauty of this plan lies in its 
pli ci ty. 

Now, officers can constantly 

whi le still answering the basic 
lis of gang activity. 

A nd the reinstatement of the gang 

it does not bring any extra costs. 

(' office rs are still paid normal 

Jges, the gas for patrolling is 

uiva len t to th e gas another officer 

while on duty. 

It' s a fine plan and it's working 

t bea utifully Officers have been 

ting graffiti artists and running 

Itiple background checks at the 

and county levels for the past 
months. 

Although this may seem like a 

II accomplishment, it is a great 
p to the city's neighborhoods. 

Omaha citizens may not 

reciate the effects of the Gang Unit 
_ ,GU" .... residents can't see the results 

the officer's hard work. 

Bu t then again, that's the point. 
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norance is bliss 
Now that the Nebraska Board of Education abandoned its HIV 

prevention training, Human Growth and Development 

classes may be missing a key ingredient 

The Nebraska Board of Education did 
the unexpected . 

The board completely eliminated its 
H[V prevention training that it gives to 
teachers in the state. 

This action is sure to cause many 

negative impacts across the state for 
many years. 

The best thing the state could have 
done would have been to adopt a 
comprehensive-based curriculum that 

would have taught about condoms as an 
effective way to prevent people from 
contracting Hrv. 

At the very least, the state should 
have kept its abstinence-only stance when 
teaching about the deadly virus. 

If students ca n no longer receive 
valuable information from adults 

they respect, they will be left to fend 
for themselves and learn about the 
virus through other means. 

Often times, students hear 
rumors and exaggerations about 
topics like sex and drugs . If a 

s tudent does not learn the 
truth, then they believe these 

comments like they are facts, 
which leads to dangerous 
behavior. 

Before this decision, the 
state had never shied away 
from teaching students 

about health 
But instead, the state decided to 

cut the program, citing funding 

problems for its decision. 

EDITORIAL 
issues . That is 

another reason 

why this act is so 
unbelievable. 

• • • • • • • • • 
No matter what the cost, 

Nebraska students and teachers 

need to know about HIV. 

The opinion of 

the Register 
For an 

Cutting this program was a step in the 
opposite direction. 

Now, students and teachers will not 
be exposed to any information about the 
disease, which will spread ignorance 
instead of information. 

HIV is something that can not be 
ignored. Hundreds of thousands of 

people nationwide have contracted the 

virus and some experts have even named 
it as a future epidemic. 

The first step in stopping the spread 

of this disease is to give information to 
people. The best way to do that is in a 

school environment, when young people 

are maturing into adults. 

If they learn about the disease at a 

younger age, they will be able to adopt 
safe practices. That way, they will 

establish practices that they will follow 

for the rest of their lives. 

rl Sd\Cfuns thelprli'hary place for yoUifg 

people to gain creditable information 

about controversial subjects. That is why 

this decision is so destructive. 

example, 
sexual education has 
been taught in the 
state for decades, so it 
would only seem 
logical that the state 
would expand its 

program to teach about 

HIV, in one way or another. 

Although some school 
districts, like Omaha Public 

Schools, will continue with their 

own policies concerning HIV 

prevention, the state needed to set a 
policy as a standard throughout the 
state. 

Without proper training from the 

state, smaller school districts may decide 
to follow the state's lead and neglect to arm 

students with the proper information needed 
to make healthy decisions. 

The state has told Nebraska students and 
teachers that HlV ' is not something that ' ccince~i1s 

them. This is wrong, and hopefully the students will 

receive the essential information through some other way. 
Otherwise, who knows what may happen. 

~ 

I 

Low teacher salaries take toll on state's educational system 
The answer is simple. ]f the state 

increases teacher salaries, it would not 

have to focus on how to solve the current 

teacher shortage. 

Last year, the state made it easier for 

a teacher from another state to receive a 

teaching certificate in Nebraska. 

These changes may seem elementary, 
but the motive behind them is troubling. 

Instead of fixing a problem in the 

beginni..ng, the state is looking to hand the 

schools an easy answer. It is neglecting 

the real issue. 

The teacher shortage is 
This was a viable effort to get 

more teachers in the classroom. EDITORIAL 
not something that is 
happening in every state. 

Likewise, the teacher shortage 

is not a phenomenon tha t is 

impossible to explain. 

Now, the state has proposed 

a change for Rule 10, which 

deals with school accreditation. 

• • • • • • • • • 
The opinion of 

the Register 

The change, if passed, 

would allow schools to assign one teacher 
to teach classes that are not in that 

teacher's speCialty for one year without 

losing its accreditation. For example, if a 

school needed a Latin teacher and could 

not find one, it could assign an English 

tea che r who does not have eno ugh 

training in the area to teach the classes. 

For two years now, 

teachers have been asking for a salary 

increase. Throughout that period, th e 
state has looked the o ther way. 

Legislators have voted against legislation 

and even deni ed that a problem exis ts. 

Money has always been a problem 

throughout the time that teachers have 

been asking for a salary increase. Ideas 

have been batted around, but it seems the 
only way to get the problem solved is by 

increasing taxes. 
The state needs to bite the bullet and 

increase taxes. ]f it is done to increase 

teacher salaries and improve the quality 

of education in the state, it will be more 
than worth it. 

Besides, there is no alternative. 
Allowing schools to put teachers in 

classes that they are not guahfied to teach, 
no matter what the magnitude , 

jeopardizes the value of public education. 

The real troubling thing is that this is 

being done just to save money. 

The onl y way to sol ve the upcoming 

teacher shortage is for the state to increase 

teacher sa laries . Legislation needs to be 

introduced, ta x benefits need to be 

granted and other incentives need to be 
established to keep Nebraska teachers in 

the sta teo 

lf the state continues to ignore the real 

reason why teachers are leaving, the 
educationa l sys tem will continue to 
suffer. 

For the last few years, Omaha Public 
Schools has had many teaching positions 
available up until the first few days of 

school. [f the largest school district in the 

. state is ha ving problems finding teachers, 

it is surp rising that the sma ller ones can 
even survive. 

The sta te needs to fix the problem 

now, before it becomes too late. 
The new changes to the teaching 

require ments may not seem very 

threaten ing to most, but th e warning 
signs have been here for years. Without 

quick action, gym teachers ma y soon be 

needed to teach French classes. And then 
it will have reached the point of no return. 

Freshman day only prolongs first-day terrors, needs revisions 

Freshman-only day didn't work. 

For the first time, freshmen were the 

only students that attended school on the 

first day of school. 
The 700 new students learned their 

way around the building, from class to 

class, and met their classmates. 

Then, one day after they figured out 

all of that, 1800 older classmates flooded 

the building. 
Sure, it's a nice idea to try 

shuffled upstairs into the cramped 

cafeterias the second day to eat their 
meals. 

The upperclassmen did not waste 
any time in filling their impressionable 

freshman minds with traditional tall tales 

about the school. 

"Hey, let me sell you tickets to the 

pool on the fourth floor." 

"Hey, you know you don ' t really 

have to go to Study Hall." 

and give freshmen a chance to 

get their bearings before the 

other students arrive and clog 

the courtyard, but in a lot of 

ways, it didn ' t help. 

EDITORIAL 
"Hey, let me sell you a 

pass for the elevator." 

••••••••• Upperclassman unleased 
these phrases, along with 

others, with unprecedented 

fervor on the young freshmen . 

The opinion of 

the Register 
Freshmen learned that the 

fourth floor is only accessible 
from that side. They learned that the 

basement doesn't go all the way around 

the school. 
They learned all the ins and outs of 

the bu ild ing. They learned who their 

teachers were and who their classemates 

are. 
But what they didn't learn was how 

to deal with upperclassmen. 
The poor freshmen, who were 

spending their first lunch hour of the year 

sitting leisurely in the courtyard, were 

The first day of school is 

harrowing enough. 

New teachers, new classes, waking 

up early, new books, expenses, lunch

these things are bad enough once. To 

make incoming students deal with them 

twice. That's just cruel. 
Central was one of the la s t high 

schools in the district to be allowed to do 

freshmen -only days. Principal Gary 

Thompson has been fighting the school 

district to get it in the school for several 

years now. 

But to what avaiJ? 
The first day of school ca n be 

compared to pulling off a Band-Aid : It 's 

best to get it over with quickly. 
[f the school is forcing freshmen to 

draw out the stress of the first day, that is 

wrong. 

The freshmen-only day poli cy should 

quickl y be changed back to what it has 
been for more than the majority of 

Centra l' s hi story. At least that way, 
freshman are able to experience the real 
first da y of school on the first day of 

school. 



Chris Apollick 

Crazy people 

clog reforms 
Everywhere I look in this 

state, there is a horrible lack of 

money. 
The state, the city, the coun

ty, the school board, even the 
local plumber 's union all seem 

to be considering some sort of 

budget cuts. 
But when they decide on 

whatever they need to cut, some 

crazy person or group of crazy 

people complains about it. 
These people do not care 

what is bei ng cut, they simply 

think it's an atrocity that cuts are 

taking place, period . Most of the 
time, they complain when use

less thi ngs are cut. 
Fo r example, when the 

Douglas County commissioners 

announced that they were con

sidering cutting funds for the 

Douglas County Extension 
Office and shutting down the 

coun ty law library, it seemed 

like an effective solution . 
Yet there were dimestore 

lawyers and some guy who rais

es goats at the nex t meeting to 

voice their disgust. 
Their claims were ridicu

lous. The law library is a dimly 

lighted , manila-colored hole and 

the onl y .thing the extension 
office does is send out a stupid 

newsletter that gets placed in the 

trash. 
They also bring smelly ani

mals to the C Q~tnt y filir. 
But when the Extension 

Office's funding is threatened, 

smelly animal lovers whine 

about it. 
The City Council also needs 

to trim away a couple million 

from its budget and decided to 
cut down library hours and the 

police auditor. 
The police auditor is one of 

the stupidest solutions to a prob

lem, ever. The whole point of it 

is to have an organization out
side of the police department 

without any jurisdiction over 

the police department so people 

can go there to complain to some 

lady about the police depart

ment. 

But she has no authority, so 

nothing ever changes. 
Instead, 1 envision a new 

program called "Deadly but 

Equal" where cops dole out 

excessive force irregardless of 

age, sex, race or crime. The 

department would issue blind

folds along with assault rifles. 

The best part is this program 
is it costs very little. 

But wait, here come the 

crazy people to complain about 
this effective solution. 

There is also talk of cutting 

the Humane Society's funding 

causing the society to raise pet 

adoption and licensing fees. 

We can't do that because 

then people wouldn't adopt 
pets. 

But if the money given to 

the Humane Society is spent 

equipping rednecks with guns 
and telling them to shoot every 

furry thing in Sight, there will be 

a smaller pet adoption pool. And 
that would be just fine . 

Many of these things may 
seem radical, but they work. 

Truthfully, most of these budget 

shortfalls could be cured with a 

little bit of a property tax hike. 

Old people and rich 

Republicans don 't want to 

cough up an extra $100 to help 
out the city. 

So say goodbye to going to 
the library on the weekend and 

adopting a pet for cheap because 

without these cuts, the city 

would be unable to provide lux

uries such as roads, a fire depart

ment and housing inspectors. 

OPINION 0 EDITORIALS 

con ro 

illustration by LUENINGHOENERITHE REGISTER 

After years of being faced with a problem with intovicated students at football games, 

the school needs to start enforcing the district's rules and to control the situation 

If school officials want to stop students drink

ing at school functions, they should start enforc

ing the district's rules concerning underage 

drinking at school activities. 

The school district's code of conduct clearly 

explains that officials can determine if a student is 

under the influence of alcohol if the student's 

clothes smell of alcohol or if the student's ability 

to think and act correctly is impaired. 

The district also lays out the consequences for 

violations of the rules. On the first offense, a stu

themselves. 

If school officials conSistently notice the prob

lem, why are the district rules riot enforced? 

Why are students being allowed to attend 

football games under the influence of alcohol and 

not face the consequences? 

The school's concerns are right. 

Drinking at football games and other school 

activities hurts the school's reputation, but stu

dents do not care about the school's image. 

Students care about getting caught. They care 

dependence. Also, teenage drinking leads to acci

dents every year, which hurts others in the com

munity. 

Announcing the same message every week is 

not the answer to this problem. School officials 

need to enforce the drinking rules. 

Students should not be trusted to police 

themselves. Instead, the school needs to take a 

stand against this activity and suspend students 

who break the rules . 

dent faces a minimum of a 19-day sus

pension. Offenders are to be expelled 
after the second offense. 

about getting in trouble. They also care 

EDITORIAL about suspensions and expulsions, not 

School activities are intended to be places 

where students are able to show off their hard 

work and dedication. These activities should not 

be spoiled because a few students believe that 

they are an excuse to get drunk. 
•••••••• about the reputation of the school they 

attend. But come Friday nights, school 

officials seem to forget that these 

guidelines even exist. 

At every football ga me, there are 

The opinion of 

the Register staff Also, drinking at school spon

sored events might become a liability 

issue for the school. 

The only way that student's minds will be 

changed is if school officials crack down on the 
illegal activity. 

always a few students who are obviously intoxi

cated in the stands. 

Then, come Monday morning, students hear 

an announcement about how noticeable it was 

that some of them were intoxicated at the game. 

The announcement also informs students about 

the damages drinking does to both the school and 

If students are not reprimanded for this activ

ity and cause an accident, the school could be 
held responsible. 

Granted, football games may never be alco

hol free, but the school needs to take the initiative 

and enforce the district's rules that are designed 

to protect students, spectators and staff. The school should not take that risk. 

Teenage drinking is also extremely danger

ous for students . . Besides causing health prob

lems, alcohol use at a young age may cause future 

Once the school punishes a couple students, 

the other students will catch on to the idea, and 

hopefully, the problem will disappear. 

Detassling corn raises hygiene questions on hot summer afternoo 
If you're not a morning person, don't 

detassle corn! 

I learned that the hard way this sum

mer. The two weeks that I was in town 

this summer, 1 spent waking up at four in 

the morning and working long, hot days. 
We were in field s 

they were doing. What you don't under

stand is that there was no sense in what 

was going on. ] wanted to actually get up 

and slap them, but it's the whole black 

guy slapping white girl thing . 

I hated that job anyway. But I would 

have had to go through 

the whole conflict of 

finding a criminal prose

cutor who was stupid 

enough to take on my 
case. 

where you sank past your 
ankles in mud, and all of 

the corn was a foot taller 

than me. I was getting 

poked in the eye and losing 

contacts lenses left and 

right. Then you would get 

on the bus after the end of 

the day, and all you would 

smell is must and mild ew
ing clothing. 

ONE STRIKE AGAINST 
ME 

But the thing 

was, everybody was all 

sticky and nasty and 

musty and these chicks 

would sit there everyday 

JOIl Lnllwl/ 

. There was comedy throughout all of 
thiS, though. There were these two girls 

on the bus who were just wrong for what 

and spray Plumeria and 
put on make-up. 

Ok, if you were planning on going 

home and getting in the shower, would 

you put on make up and spray perfume? 

I mean they had the whole bus 

smelling worse than it already did . I guess 

that they weren't too hygeinic because the 

way that they were grooming, it seemed 

as if they weren't planning on bathing. 

Then again, guys don't have the same 

problems with hygiene that girls do. ] 

can' t stand those girls that. .. are not good 
at bodily cleansing. 

These girls were actually cute though . 

Sure, they were only 13 and 14, but that 

was minor. Then again, statchjtory rape, 

and domestic violence would really bring 
two strikes against me. 

So I tried to deal with them on a less 

violent level. I asked them nicely to stop 

doing that because it would make the 

entire bus smell like roses in a compost 
yard . 

Do you know what thanks I got for doing 

that? I got looked up and down like 

done something to their dog or . 

thing. I have only been looked at Ii 

by my mother. I really didn ' t know 

to do. 

I ended up with my original d' 

Smack them and get fired, or deal 

two snotty nosed brats that 

Bath and Body Works and didn ' t 

] didn't have that problem. Al 

we went through hot and tiring 

always carne out smelling like a rose 

not really. Have you ever been in a 

inghouse? That smell is no where ( 

what I smelled like. 

They finally got the picture w 

supervisors started talking about 

They finally felt ashamed and cea 

incessant torture of the rest of the 

the rest of my job really sucked , 

was one less problem I had to deal 



PEOPLE 
Central grad runs local 
laser light show 
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apster 

ames to 

maha 
By Kaitlln Butz 

The battle over Napster may 
lly be over, but the task of 

anging the free-file swapping 
a fee-based service will take 

e time. 
Napster has employed peo
in Omaha that work at West 

lemarketing to aid them in the 
on process. 

As part of the settlement 
_tWf'E'n the Recording Industry 
", ", , ~ w uon of America (RIAA) 

d Napster, one and a half mil

copyrighted songs must be 
moved from Napster, said 

rew Hickman, a former 

al student who now works 

West for Napster. 
Hickman said his main job 

the mean time is to check 

es available on the site against 

atabase of copyrighted songs 
ma ke sure they are not avail

on the site. After the trans

malion to a fee-based service 

complete, Hickman said his 
in duties would be taking 

uble-shootings calls from 

Though Napster is based 
Red wood, Calif., they chose to 

tsource West as a site for cus

service. 
While the site is in transi

Hickman said, Napster is 

ing technology to filter 

copyrighted material. 
site's old technology 
red this at 99.2 

success rate, 

the courts 

that 
sufficient. 

This technol-

is being 
igned at the 
uest of the 

Hickman 
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Central students 
. 

are snappmg up 

vinyl quicker 

than in past 

years, and the 

trend shows no 

signs of slowing 

down 

He said 
like Dave 

atthews, who don't 

Photo by EMILY NEUMANNfTHE REGISTER 

uce their own ... --.,.;;.ii"' .... r~Vinyl records come in all shapes, sizes and colors. Most vinyl albums are by indie-rock artsts who are on labels that specificalial, support Napster. 

Artists who produce their 
albums, like Dr. Ore and 

ta llica, are usually opposed 
Na pster. Hickman said this is 

use artists make most of 
. r money off of tours, while 

ucers make most of their 

from album sales. 

Sophomore Sam Stanfield 
id he used to use Napster 

other week. He said some 

the songs he downloaded 

from artists who were 

y opposed to ' Napster. 
nfield said he does not mind 

e change to a fee-based serv-

" It doesn't really bother me, 

use I feel bands have the 

to their own music," he 
id . 

Sophomore Kristen Clowers 
opposed to the new Napster. 

" I don't like it, it's messed 

. There's plenty of other serv

out there like Napster," she 
id . 

ly release music on vinyl. Popular bands can usually release vinyl albums by request to the record company. 

By KaHlin Butz 

T
he record player may seem like a symbol of the 

60s and 70s, but to many people it is quickly 
becoming the best way to enjoy music. 

Junior Tim Shew says he buys vinyl because the 
sound is clearer since it's ingrained in the record. 
Shew has about 35-40 records in his collection, which 

he started last February. 
"It's my way of defying corporate rock labels," 

Shew said of buying vinyl. 
Records have been increasing in popularity in 

the Midwest over the ' past year, said Matthew 

Nyberg, Vinyl B.lyer for Homer's Music. Nyberg 

said vinyl has always been popular on the coasts and 

in larger markets like Minneapolis and Chicago. 

Many stores in the Omaha area sell vinyl. Kevin 

Jones of the Antiquarium said that vinyl accounts for 
30 to 40 percent of their sales. Jeff Cyr of 

Cyrcomusic.com said he has seen a steady rise in 

sales of vinyl since his company began in 1997. 
Independent labels release more of their albums 

on vinyl than larger, mainstream ones said Melissa 

Severin of Drastic Plastic. Jones said major labels 

only release albums on vinyl if the band requests it. 
Some record labels do release their albums strict

ly or mostly on vinyl. The sound quality of vinyl 
can be just as good as a CD, depending on the kind 
of system you own, Nyberg said. He said a basic set
up could easily be found at a pawn shop. These may 
need minor repairs, such as replacing old belts. New 

systems can be purchased for around $100 at an elec
tronics store. 

"People who are audiophiles may argue that the 

quality of sound on a record is superior to any other 
genre- cassette, eight track or CD," Severin said. 

While most records are twelve inches, they can 

corne in other sizes, which Severin said, are more of 

a novelty. Stores in Omaha occasionally carry three, 

five, six or eight inch records. Seven and ten inch 
records are fairly common sizes as well. 

Records can also have specialty printings, with 

different colors or pictures imprinted on the vinyl. 
These are not as common as the standard, black 

record. Some also have limited releases, with each 
record numbered, which makes them more valuable . 

There is a large market for used vinyl as well. 

Jones said there are always customers in looking for 
used records. Cyr's site deals entirely with used 
records. He said many of his customers for obscure 
music that would never be released on CD or reis
sued on vinyl. 

"A lot of people are looking for vinyl records that 

they had from their childhood. It brings back mem
ories," Cyr said. 

There is no one reason for the rise in vinyl's pop
ularity. Nyberg said it's because records are a large, 

tangible project. 
"There's a care you have to put into it," he said. 
Jones said there is an aesthetic records have that 

other forms do not. 
"It's definitely much nicer to own a piece of 

vinyl than a piece of plastic," he said. 
Records tend to be cheaper than CDs, said 

Severin said. They are a collector's item and can be 

worth more later on. Jones said collectors sometimes 

corne in looking for original pressings. Overall, 
Severin said, the majority of customers are looking 
for what they like, not what is collectable or what is 

rare. 

tretching trend punctures its way into Central 
By Layne Gabriel by "Smitty", said that stretching by about one eighth of an inch. eight weeks. 

Although piercing has been piercings is ' pretty popular. To Stretching the holes without Ears and 

trend for years, many people get instant gratification with the help of a piercer could lead to tongues are the 

ve been stretching their pierc- stretching, Smitty said he recom- major problems, such as causing most popular to · 
for a new look. mends starting out big. a weak spot in the ear and infec- stretch, Smitty 

Senior Zach Kowalewski has To pierce with a large gauge tions. said. Tongues are 
stretching his ear piercings initially, a piercer uses a dermal "A lot of times people use not as forgiving 
his freshman year. punch, which doctors use in stuff that they find like caps of when it comes to 

He said he saw a show about biopsies of tumors. The piercer pens to do it. I don't recommend ' pain and larger 

and made his decision. uses the punch to go through the that," Smitty said. . sizes can cause 
Kowalewski purchased ear and it does not hurt much All stretched piercings can problems because 

pers from Hot Topic to stretch more than a regular piercing. heal quickly. With one half an there are smaller 
ears. He decided that having He said that piercing using a inch gauge in the ear, it takes spaces between 

holes in his ears that big was dermal punch allows the person only three weeks to close and it veins. 
little much, so he decided to getting pierced to save money on will be virtually invisible. The riskiest 

them down four sizes and jewelry and be impatient by get- Since the stretching heals piercings to stretch 

they are at a double-ought, ting it all done right away. quickly, losing jewelry could are the septum 

Senior Zach 
Kowalewski has 
stretched his ear 
plerclnp to a dou
bIe-ought gauae. 
The normal puae 
for a beginnlna ear 
piercing is 16 or 

18. 

Photo by 
EMILY NEUMANN! 
THE REGISTER gauge). Piercings go by gauge and result in the hole shrinking a lit- (inside of the nose) 
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System of a Down 

Courtesy of AMERICAN R~ ... '.n ... ' .. 

John Dolmayan, Daron Malakian, Serj 
Tankian and Shavo Odadjian are the 
members of System of a Down. The 
band's show in Omaha scheduled f~r 
Sept. 16 at the Civic Auditorium was 
cancelled. 

Courtesy of WIND-UP RECORDS 

-. ', , Drowning ; Pool's most recEmt ·: single ~ 

"Bodies" has been in heavy radio rota
tion. 

Trickside 
,.,------,---n 

Courtesy of WIND·UP RECORDS 

Jeff and Dave Mendelsohn are the mem
bers of Trickside. Their pop album is 
available on Wind-Up Records 

It's Engelbert Time! 

Courtesy of http://www.engelbert.com 

Sineer Engelbert Humperdink per
formed Aug. 26 at the Nebraska State 
Fair in Lincoln. 

. .. 
1 ... , 1 ,"I 

_. '-'- - -_.,- -.- . . - -- - --~.. --- --

ar 

Courtesy of MIRAMAX 

Shannon Elizabeth plays Justice and Jason Mewes plays the loudmouth 
stoner Jay in "Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back." Justice and Jay hit it off, 
and Jay's dream finally becomes a reality. (Below) Chirs Rock adds to the 
humor in this fifth installment from Kevin Smith. 

Movie 'strikes back' with vengeance, humor 

By Layne Gabriel 
Screen mastermind Kevin 

Smith has returned again with 
one of his funniest movies yet, 
"Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back" 

Jay and Silent Bob return 
for the fifth installmept.Qf Kevin 
Smifh'lnreries which began with 
"Clerks" in 1994. 

Smith definitely ripped 
ou t a ll of the barricades, 
threw them on the ground, 
stomped on them and then tit 

them on fire.Jay (Jason 
Mewes) and Silent Bob 
(Smith) find out tha t 
Banky Edwards Gason 
Lee) sold them out 
when he sold the 
rights to his comic 
"Bluntman and 
Chronic" to 
Miramax to make 
a film. 

Jay and Silent Bob find out 
they are being bad-mouthed on 
a website for selling out to the 
man, so they decide to take the 

initiative and sabotage the pro
duction. 

The movie is filled with hi
larious jokes based on Smith's 
previous films, not to mention 

an abundance of 
profanity and 
drug references. 

Ja y even 

gets his first onscreen makeou t 
session. Many of Smith's popu
lar characters from his older 
movie make an outstanding re
turn. 

Brian O'Halloran and Jeff 
Anderson make a triumphant 
and anticipated return as Dante 
and Randal from "Clerks." Joey 
La uren Adams returns as 
Alyssa Jones from "Chasing 
Amy" and Alanis Morrisette 
even returns as God from 

"Dogma."Smith also has 
an all-star cast including 

\ Ben Affleck, Chris Rock, 

~ Will Ferrell, George 
i Carlin, Carrie Fisher, 

/ Matt Damon, Mark 
Hamill, Shannen Doherty 

and Seann William 
Scott.This movie is a must-see, 
but make sure to see a marathon 
of "Clerks," "Mallrats," "Chas
ing Amy" and "Dogma" first. 

Upcoming Events 
September 
20 Trial By Error at the Cog Factory 
Lincoln rockers Trial By Error bring their unique heavy soood to the Cog for one night of amazing 
music. The members of Trial By Error are all young, right around 15 and 16, but their ages don't 
hpld them back from rocking hard. Cog Factory: 2224 Leavenworth St. 

21 Noizewave and Project: Wet at the Ranch Bowl. 
Area hip-hop group Noizewave joins Omaha / Lincoln hardcore-punk-metal band Project: Wet for 

what promises to be an amazing show at the Ranch Bowl. If you're lucky enough to get your 
hands on a coupon, the show is only $6, otherwise plan to shell out $8 for six bands, starting at 8 
p.m. Ranch Bowl: 1600 S. 72 St. 

24 Strike Anywhere and American Nightmare at the Cog Factory. 
Enter the Cog Factory in downtown Omaha and listen to a few hardcore bands for only a few 
bucks. The Cog has a nice underground rock appearance and the shows are a great way to spend 
an evening. Cog Factory: 2224 Leavenworth St. 

October 
4 The Rocky Horror Show opens at the Millennium Theatre. 
A cuJ t classic returns to the Omaha stage for the first time in almost a decade. Stages of Omaha 
presents the story of Dr. Frankenfurter, his engineered pet Rocky and the meeting of an innocent 

couple, Brad and Janet. The show runs throu gh Nov. 4. Millennium Theatre: 16th and Jackson St. 

5 Ben Folds Five at the Ranch Bowl. 

Ben Folds Five wi ll rock the Ranch Bowl at one of the most affordable national concerts of the 
season. Listen to the band rock with songs from "The Unauthorized Biography of Reinhold Messner" 
and "Whatever and Ever Amen." To catch the band shell out $18 before the show or a mere $22 on 
the day of show. Ranch Bowl : 1600 S. 72 St. 

27 Stephen Malkmus and The Jicks at Sokol Hall. 

Former lead s ~,ger of indie rock band Pavement, Stephen Malkmus gets his kicks at the Sokol Hall 
on Sa tu~d ay mght. For $12, have a nice peaceful night of rock and roll and good clean fun. Sokol 
Aud ItOrIum: 2234 S. 13th St. 

Movie Releil!~'" 

September 
21 "Big Trouble" 

"Glitter" 
"Training Day" 

28 "Don't Say a Word" 

"Hearts in Atlantis" 
"Zoolander" 

October 
5 "Collateral Damage" 
"Joy Ride" . 

"Max Keeble's Big Move" 
"Serendipity" 

12 "Bandits" 

"Corky Romano" 
"The Last Castle" 

19 'iFrom Hell" 

'~Heist" 

"On the Line" 
"Riding in Cars wi th 

26 "K-PAX" 

"Novocaine" 
"13 Ghosts" 

Alb Relea 

September 
25 "Live Evolution" -

Queensryche 
"Feeding the Gods" - Tim 

Finn 
"Underneath" - The 

Pipe 
"Coming of Age" -

Point el 

"Torment In Hell" - U 

October 
2 Untitled - Korn 

"Pass Out of Existence" -
Chima ira 

9 "Dragontown" - Alice 

Cooper 
"Dark Days" - Coal 
"Live In '75" - Black Sa 

16 "Atomic" - Lit 

"Animosity" - Sevendust 
"Down To Earth" - Ozzv 
Osbourne 

23 "Golden State" -

"Morning View" - Incub 
"Hymns" - Godflesh 

30 "Oracle" - Kittie 

31 "The Sinister Urge" -

Zombie 

Concerts 

September 
24 Mike Watt at Sokol 

Underground 

26 Moe at Sokol Audito

rium 

October 
1 Bargain Music at Rane 

Bowl 

9 The Damned at Ranch 

Bowl 

They Might Be Giants at 
Royal Grove, Lincoln 

10 Disturbed, Drownin 

Pool, Stereomud and 
atic at Pershing Auditori 
Lincoln 

11 u.K. Subs at Cog 

16 Death Cab For Cutie 

Sokol Underground 

Sokol: 2234 S. 13th St. 
Ranch Bowl: 1600 S. 72 St. 

Cog: 2224 Leavenworth St. 
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Charels St. Lucas has designed hundreds of laser light shows in his eleven years at 
UNO's Kountz Planetarium. The most popular show done was the Garth Brooks 
show. 

Alumnus designs laser shows 
By Layne Gabriel 

Central graduate Charles St. Lucas, has spent the last 
eleven years working on creating the laser light shows at 
UNO's planetarium. 

St. Lucas has been working at the Kountz Planetarium 
for 14 years and began programming laser light shows in 
1990. 

He learned about the technology that goes along with 
building programs and began toput productions together 
locally. 

"Everybody [on my staff) does a little bit of it. Some 
of my staff will pick out the music and do graphics," he 
said: ".." ,: : 

Building a show takes about a mo;;th. ' -' . , ,."." 

"Every single frame has to be figured out," he said. 
The staff of the planetarium, which consists of about 

eight people, decides what music they are interested in 
Llsing for the program. The songs are selected and the staff 
goes through each song adding and subtracting art for the 
program. 

"Adding graphiCS to the shows can take weeks," St. 
Lucas said. 

More difficult graphics are added, such as lightning, 
anything that may be talked about in the song or graphics 
to match the mood of the song. 

"If they ta lk about explosions, we have an explosion," 
St. Lucas said. 

The last thing he does is automate the special lighting 
effects and makes sure the show is perfect. 

Generally, the reactions to the laser light productions 
are good. If the viewer enjoys the music they are seeing, 
th,en the program is usually interesting. 

The shows are fun to go to with friends, groups of 
people add energy to the show. The planetarium does 

not mind if people are a little rowdy, St. Lucas said. 
He said there are very few problems ,with motion sick

ness by viewers. If they have problems with the motion, 
they can just look at the floor and it will calm them. Origi
nally the programs used an alcohol-based fog to enhance 
the show, but the fog was getting in to people's skin and 
making them a little tipsy, so the planetarium discontin
ued that effect, St. Lucas said. 

The most popular program shown at the planetarium 
was the Garth Brooks show in 1994. It broke all records 
for program ticket sales. 

A close second was Pink Floyd's "Dark Side of the 
Moon," he said. 

The Kountz Planetarium is conSidering doing mid
night showings of the Pink Floyd show on Saturdays be

ginning in September. 

esigner tears through job, has· fun in process 
By Katlin Butz 

Cut a pattern. Research history. Meet 
th the director. All of it is in a day's 

for Sheri Geerdes, costume designer 
the Rose Theater. 
Geerdes has spent her entire career 

rking at the Rose. She is starting her 

season in her position. 
Currently, she is working on cos

mes for this year's plays, including 
the Dirty Dog," "Where the Red 

n Grows" and "Go, Dog, Go." 
Geerdes' duties include researching, 

'gning and making the costumes for 
e theater's productions. 

She has one assistant and they do all 
the work between them. 

Costuming can take as little as two 

or as long as six weeks, depend-

ing on the size of the production. Re
searching a certain style, time period or 
animal for authenticity may be necessary 
before she can design anything. 

Once Geerdes has rough sketches of 
the costumes, she meets with the direc
tor to compare and adjust, depending on 
what the director wants to do. 

She said keeping communication 

with the director open is an important 

part of her job. 
From that point on, Geerdes starts on 

the process of constructing the costumes. 
"The creating different costumes, re

searching different periods and styles, 
that's the best part" Geerdes said. 

She draws and cuts out the patterns. ' 
Then moves on to sewing and building 
them, with the help of her assistant. 

Geerdes said that some pieces for 
costumes might be bought instead of 
handmade, especially for plays set in 
modern times. 

To get the necessary education, she 
received her Bachelor 's Degree in Design 
from the Minnesota College of Art and 

Design. 
She has done work for other theaters, 

but has no other exclusive jobs. 
Geerdes said her favorite production 

has been "The King and I" from last 
year's season. 

She said people think her job is easy, 
but they don't realize all extra work in
volved. She said there are long hours and 
overtime that most people do not know 
about. 

"It's not all fun and games," she said. 

,,, 
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Lincoln band 
refreshes sound 

By Layne Gabriel 

Singer Travis Ritter's stage presence 
does not show the fact that his band, 
Anti-Depressant, just Jost its drummer. 

After a summer of shows at Lincoln 
venues, the band lost drummer Erika 
Mickle and was forced to stepped back 
and reevaulate its sound. 

In August, the band found its new 
drummer, Mike Young. Ritter said he is 
truly pleased with Young's abilities. 

Anti-Depressant has been working 
on creating a heavier sound, which will 
give them the opportunity to gain new 
fans and clean up some of the old songs. 

"What's happening is a lot of experi
menting ... If you make changes here and 
there, you're just adjusting and improv
ing, ready to jump back in where you left 
off and blow everyone away," he said. 

Ritter said he hopes that the band's 
fans will enjoy the new sound of Anti
Depressant. It is hard to tell how an au
dience will react to the band, though. 

The band has played many shows 
and some have been more successful 
than others. Some shows only provided 
the band with pity applause. 

Aside from practicing once or twice 
a week, all of the members go to school 
at Lincoln Northeast High School. 

"It's not like we're all in college 
where we can work around the flexible 
school schedule and have a set work 
schedule. You have to take them as you 
can get them and hope like hell you can 

make everything fit," Ritter said. 
A smoother schedule won't be a real

ity for at least two years, as Ritter is a jun
ior while the other members are seniors. 

Anti-Depressant currently has about 
seven songs in its set, with a majority of 
lyrics written by Ritter and 'guitarist Kyle 
Thorfinnson. Ritter's songs are about 
what people go through on a day to day 
basis. 

"It's kind of one-sided, since I write 
most of the songs about my experiences," 
he said. 

Bands have their problems and Ritter 
said the band's biggest downfall is that 
the members cannot agree. 

"We've built up extremely good con
vincing skills beca use otherwise we'd still 
be at a measly riff and just arguing about 
whether we like it enough to use it in a 
song or not," he said. 

The members have had arguments 
from drums to vocal quality to back
ground vocals and back, but arguments 
get resolved and they play on. 

Although the band has been through 
a lot, Ritter is happy with the closeness 
the members of the band share. 

"We couldn't do without any of the 
members, though originally I wanted to 
be a no-drummer band just because it 
would get us noticed .. . if we weren't all 
such good friends, this band would have 
dissolved the instant I got it together," 
Ritter said. "Now we've got a decent col
lection of songs." 

New drama teacher Gibson 

updates theater curriculum 

By Layne Gabriel 
New drama teacher John Gibson's 

passion for the theater brought him to 
Central. 

"Every play that I do becomes my 
favorite play," Gibson said. 

Along with this fall's musical, 
"Brigadoon," the spring play and 
Roadshow, the drama department will 
be participating in a one-act play com
petition with Kris Jonyka, forensics 
coach, that Gibson will be working on. 

Gibson has altered the audition pro
cess for the drama productions this year. 

Instead of the multiple days of au
ditions including workshops, Gibson is 
giving each auditioner a five-minute 
time slot to periol'm material that they 
prepared on their own time. 

"If you can sell yourself in five min
utes, you can sell yourself onstage," he 
said. 
' . He said that he is considering some 

more non-traditional shows for upcom
ing productions , such as "Moliere's 
Imaginary Invalid" for this year's spring 
production and "Evita" for an upcom
ing musical. 

Gibson is also in charge of the the
ater tech program at Central. This year, 
the tech program is being reorganized 
and Gibson is giving underclassmen 
training for tech pOSitions in their later 
years. Hiring people to come in and work 
on productions may not be as easy as it 
was for former drama tea~her Pegi 

Georgeson, Gibson said. 
"Money wise, we don't have that ca

pability any longer," he said. 
Giving more students the ability to 

10m & Pacific 

Omaha. NE 
342-9902 

have responSibility in the theater is impor
tant to Gibson. 

'Tm not here to babYSit, I want to ex
pose you to as much theater and how it is 
done, whether it is on stage or offstage," 
he said. 

His interest in drama took flight in 
fifth grade in Chicago when students from 
Northwestern University were sent to di
rect children in plays. He was cast in one 
of those productions and he continued 
with drama throughout high school and 
college. 

"My high school did phenomenal 
productions," Gibson said. 

Gibson has been teaching for over 30 

years at Thomas Jefferson and Abraham 
Lincoln high schools in Council Bluffs and 
Mishawaka High School in Indiana. In ad
dition to teaching locally, he has been in 

professional produc
tions like "Bye Bye 
Birdie," "Westside 
Story" and 
"Camelot.~' 

Gibson 
took the job 
at the end 
of 
school year 
and is pre
pared to try and 
fill Georgeson's 
shoes. 
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• A travel scholarship for all students 

• Nebraska's only four-year gradua
tion guarantee 

228 North 114th Street 4743 South 96th Street 
13105 West Center Road 4015 Dodge Street 

Come in 

for 

Special 

Homecoming 

Dinner 

• Ranked among the top 30 best 
"Universities -- Master's" colleges and a 

"best value" in the Midwest 

- 2002 u.s. News & World Report CoLlege Guide 

Nebraska www.doane.edu ~ Doane 
826-8222/1-800-333-62637 • 
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Ed uca tion Services 
APPLY TODAY !!! 

School Bus Drivers Needed 
• Starting wages $11.25/H OUR 

Apply to one of the following locations: 

1804 Paul Street 
Omaha,NE 68102 

341-6799 

• 

3333 Keystone Drive 
Omaha, NE 68134 

572-6160 

14001 ilL" Street 

Omaha, NE 68137 

896-0142 

Joe & Connie Monastero 
PropriellJl's 
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Praise for 

dress code 

deserved 
You 're standing around when 

suddenly you hear "Bootylicious" 
by Destiny's Child booming in the 
background, and around the cor
ner comes a female with a backless 
shirt , cleavage and a mini skirt 
that barely covers her derriere. 

You ' re not in a strip club, 
you're at school. 

The new dress code is defi
nitely a good idea. 

Finally Dr. Ga ry Thompson 
has stood up to the idiocy of what 
most teenagers ca ll "fashion," and 
I am 100 percent supportive of 
him. 

I suppo rt the ability for teen
agers to express themselves with 
their clothing, but there is a fine 
line between being fa shionable 
and inappropriate. 

The rule in OPS has always 
been that if it is a distraction, then 
it is inap propriate. 

Thev can handle blue hair and 
funky j ~ welry because that's not 
too provocative, but clothing is 
someth ing that needs to have re
strictions. 

Honestl y, trying to look nice 
and sexy for all the hot guys at 
school (I don 't even know if those 
exhist) is going to cause a distrac
tion. 

If you can honestly tell me 
that raging hormones are not a 
distraction and give me some kind 
of proof, I ma y be able to believe 
you. 

Before last yea r, I do not even 
remember seeing thos.5: tops that 
ca n easil y be' removed by pulling 
one strin g or th ose pants that 
when moved th e wrong way 
could give everyone a nice glance 
at something we do not want to 
~ ee . 

Personally, I think that most 
of these new clothing trends look 
tra shy, considering everyone is 
worried about their image. It may 
even make you look like a slut! 

Othe r school s have dress 
codes that force shorts and skirts 
to reach the tips of a girl's fingers. 

I think this is an even better 
idea than the whole "short shorts 
and miniskirts will be long 
enough to not expose the buttocks 
when bending over" rule. 

A one-inch inseam is a bit too 
extensive. 

The guys have it a little easier. 
Guys are not constantly pro

vided with the pressures of look
ing sexy and making sure that 
they can attract some quality fe
males. 

I perso nally do not under
sta nd why guys cannot wear their 
"w ife beaters " but hey, it's the 
rules, deal with it. 

Pants that sag off your butt 
have always, currently do and 
most likely will always look tacky. 

Does everyone really need to 
know that your underwear is blue 
with orange polka dots? 

r know the heat is a bit exten
sive, but it is possible to remain 
comfortable without baring all. 

Sure this means that 
everyone's going to have to make 
a few minor changes in their 
wardrobes. 

Even r will. 

I need to fix a hole in the back 
of my favorite torn up jeans and 
button up my shirt maybe one 
more button. 

My advice to the boys is to 
invest in a belt, make sure you like 
your hair and get used to wear
ing good old T-shirts in the sum
mer (and please don't forget your 
deodorant). 

For the ladies, stick to normal 
tank tops, pull out those old jeans 
that actually have a waistband. 

Make sure you have a bra 
and save the miniskirts and tube 
tops for the dance clubs on Friday 
night. 

This is just a dress code, not a 
calculus assignment. 

Good Chinese ... 

.. . Bad Chinese 

Yum-Yum Chicken yummy in tummy 
By Layne Gabriel DINING REVIEW 

There are numerous Chinese 

get good food cheap and fast, but 
you probably shouldn't bring a 
date there. 

China Palace - 661 N. 46 St. 
China Palace is by far the best 

Chinese food I have had any

where. 
restaurants in the Omaha area, Chinese Restaurants 
and everyone seems to have their Imperial Palace Express - 510 

S.12 St. The service is quick and the 
atmosphere of the restaurant 
makes it a nice escape from every-

favorite. China Taste *)1 5 
Four different restaurants _ The Imperial Palace was a bit 

better than my experience at 
China Taste, but it was still unsat

isfactory. 

were pitted together in search for Imperial Palace *** 01 5 
the best Chinese food day life. , 

China Taste - 2420 Cuming Three Happiness Express 
st. . IS The food was the exact oppo

site of China Taste, as the sauce 

was incredibly bland. 

The food tastes good and the 

portions are just right. 

China Taste was the most dis- * * * * 0 

appointing restaurant of the four. 

Everything is perfect about 
the restaurant and the food keeps 
well for lunch the next day. , The service took longer than ex- China Palace * * * * of 5 The portions were incredibly 

small, made for a single serving 
without leftovers. 

pected and the food was medio-
cre. 

The main course was awful. 
The chicken was not bad, but the 
white sauce was so salty I could 
feel my arteries hardening as I was 
eating. It left a bad aftertaste and 
the spices were a little excessive. 

The rice was adequate, but 
different from any fried rice I have 
ever had. 

It was so unpleasant that J 

could not bring myself to finish 
my meal. My large order of 
chicken barely filled half of the 
box and there was far too much 
sauce to be logical. 

About fifteen minutes after I 
finished my meal, it began to 
wreak havoc on my stomach. It 
was not just the "I-ate-too-much" 
feeling, it was the 'Tm-going-to
be-sick-real-soon" feeling. 

China Taste was so wretched 
that I would not personally rec

ommend eating there. 

Three Happiness Express -
5103 Leavenworth St. 

Three Happiness Express was 
a pleasant break in my week of 
sub-standard Chinese fare. 

The food was great--not too 
bland. and not too spicy--and the 
service was quick and depend
able. 

I ordered the Yum-Yum 
Chicken. With my order I got a 
wonton soup and an egg roll for 
only fifty cents more. 

For a fair price and good food, 
Three Happiness Express was one 
of the best restaurants I went to. 

However, there were some 
drawbacks. The chairs were un
comfortable and the decor was 
less than pleasing. 

A television set was going in 
a corner which made it hard to 
concentrate on dinner conversa
tion. 

All in all, Three · Happiness 
Express is your typical hole-in

the-wall Chinese 
restaurant. 

You can 

Cooks prepared the food 
quickly and it went immediately 
from the wok to the plate, steam
ing hot and ready to eat. 

The other meals I had a taste 
of were not as good as expected 
either. 

The General's Chicken was 
not adequately spiced and the rice 
was not very fresh. 

Imperial Palace is nice for its 
quick service and friendly staff, 
and for Chinese on the go, it is not 
a bad choice. 

The vegetables are crisp and 
still hold the flavor, instead of get
ting soaked in sauce and unap

pealing like other restaurants. 
The soup provides a nice pre

cursor to the meal and is not too 

filling. 
None of the food was too salty 

nor gave the feeling of an impend
ing heart attack.. 

China Palace provides a nice 
atmosphere and great food for a 
reasonable price, which makes it 
the best. . 
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Drama Dept. will get catwalk repairs, new ceiling tiles in renovati 

Photo by LAYNE GABRIEUTHE REGISTER 

Techie Conrad Goetzinger (11) repairs lights on 
the catwalk of our theater. The walkways will be 
replaced by 2003. 

By Danny Whelan 
By the summer of 2003, Cen

tral High School's auditorium will 
get a face lift. 

"The auditorium will be get
ting new ceiling tiles and a new 
air conditiOning and heating sys
tem," Dr. Gary Thompson, prin
cipal, said. "We're also 

planning on repairing the 
walkways." 

The catwalk, which 
runs above the audito
rium is made of wood 
and very old. 

Since it is where the 
lights are located, it has 

become very necessary to 
have these renovations 

done, junior ' Jennifer 
Hodges said. 

"We've needed this 
for a long time," Hodges, 

said. ''I'm glad we're finally get
ting it." 

Hodges said with a new sys
tem, the heat would not distract 
the audience seated in the audi

torium in the spring and summer 
seasons. 

"Air conditioning would be 
nice during productions due to 

the lights putting out heat," tech 
stu!ient, junior Conrad 

Goetzinger, said. 

The noise the heater makes 
during the winter season would 

no longer be a problem during 
music productions. 

Central alumnus and produc
tion assistant Greg Berger said the 
theater could use a lot of renova

tions that are not planned for the 

2003 summer. 

"Storage and shop 
space is number one be
cause they keep taking 

storage space," Berger 
said. 

With better shop 
and storage space, 
chances are that acci

dents and injuries could 
be minimized. 

Currently the the
ater has a prop room, 
two closets and a wood 

room for storage, he said. 

Of course, the theater tech 
crew would appreciate equipment 
upgrades, Berger said. 

"We're actually very well off 
as it is," he said. 

As for the catwalk, Berger 
said there are some general re
pairs that needs to be done. 

"I don't think there's anything 

wrong with it. It's safe as long as 

you stay on the walkway," he 

Goetzinger said he 
catwalk should have more 

cal outlets for lights, and 

accessibility is important. 

If theater personnel 
from the walkway, there 

chance they could fall 
roof, he said. 

Most of the theater has 
equate facilities . 

There are only four or 

damaged seats, and the 
pit Cover could be in better 

tion, Berger said. 

"That's all what people 
to deal with in everyday life 

the theater]," he said. 

There are also minor 
lems with the shell that is 

during vocal music concerts ~ 

could quickly become unsate 
use. 

The flyrail, which 

backdrops, also causes 

but these are minor prob 
Berger said. 

John Gibson, the new 
teacher, agreed the 
are necessary. 

"1 can't wait," Gibson 
''I'm absolutely thrilled with 

school's future plans for our 
tiful auditorium." 
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" - Your Health-

Caffeine has man~ 
.' 

By Dominique Brown 

A cup of coffee here, a can of soda there, all 
the caffeine adds up. 

Many teens see caffeine as a beneficial way to 
t their day, but most don't know there are more 

backs than benefits. 

Lori, a nurse from Health Touch One, said 
is a stimulant that can raise a person's heart 

to irregular beats if taken in large enough doses. 
"Caffeine can interact with asthIna medication 
in turn make it more likely for a person with 
ma to have a more severe attack," she said. 

Too much caffeine can over-stimulate a person, 
restlessness, anxiety, sleepiness and pain in 

stomach, she said. 
Some peo'ple can actually become caffeine 

a condition that makes a person unable 
rt their day without caffeine. 

People who have a caffeine dependancy crave 
jolt that the caffeine gives the body. 
Some teens become caffeine tolerant, where they 

have la rger amounts of caffeine to get the 
ulatory affect that the body needs. 

Teen girls who are on birth control may not 
'ze that too much caffeine can decrease the effect 
irth control, Lori said. 

Large amounts of caffeine, found in medications 
as the No-Doz, can defeat the purpose of birth 
I all together, she said. 

Ca ffeine in large amounts for young women can 
se a loss of bone mass, actually causing a 

n's body to shrink. 

Dr. Joann Berggren, a dietician, said caffeine will 
y ea t away at bones causing them to lose mass. 

ing bone mass can cause a person to lose height 
streng th of their bones. 
" If yo u are caffeine dependent you may 

. caffeine withdrawal symptoms, when 

you are not served your daily dose," 
Berggren said. "Symptoms include 
panic attacks, irritability, 
insomnia and headaches." 

Central junior Andrea 
Wilson said she suffers from 
a ca ffeine dependency. 

She said she has to 
have two cups of coffee 
each morning in order to 
get going. 

She feels sick and 
tired without her daily 
dose of coffee. 

Wilson also has 
severe asthma and 
caffeine sometimes 
causes her to have a 
detrimental attack. 

Although Wilson's 
caffeine dependancy 
can cause her sever 
asthma attacks, she said 
dependancy gets the 
better of her. 

"I can't face the day 
without it," Wilson said. 

She bLatantly admits 
th a t she is caffeine 
dependent. 

Berggen said although 
some teens drink many 
caffeinated beverages per day 
or pop pills, too much caffeine can 
be destructive. 

"A recommended amount of 
caffeine is three beverages containing 
caffeine a day," Berggren said. 

How much is too much? 
Here's a quic~ look at the amount of caffeine 
in some of the thing~ that make life worth living. 

by PAULA SALHANYITHE REGISTER 

"SOFT'-DRINKS 
Mountain Dew 

55 mg 

Coke 
Classic 

46mg 

CANDY 
(per oz ) 

TEA 
(per cuP)" 

Nescafe 
81 mg 

Maxwell House 
94mg 

Foigers 
97.5 mg 

COFFEE 
(per cup) 

(per 12 oz. can) 

\ 
Tetley 

63.5 mg 

Tab 
56.6 mg / fkr,hL::v' s 

,,\lilk Cl\(ll'()lale 
4 mg 

Graphics by LUENINGHOENERfTHE REGISTER 
Caffeine information courtesy of http://www.freshcoffee.com 

Heels put unneeded stress 'on ligaments, doctor says 
By Kaitlin Buu pain. She said she has never had a serious injury 

Arthritis, joint pain and ligament from her heels, but has tripped in them before. 
damage, all from a pair of shoes. Dr. John Belitz said that high heels are bio-me
High heels may be popular, espe- chanically incorrect and throw the body out of align

cially for Homecoming, but those are ment. 
just a few of the injuries that they • Dr. Dustin Kollar said that a serious problem 

could cause. with heels is that they provide no 

forward making the shoulders round instead of 
straight, which, he said, can lead to neck and back 

pain. 
Spike-heeled stilettos can cause more damage 

than regular heels. Stilettos put extra stress on knee 
ligaments. Geringer said that they require the wearer 

to have better balance than usual. Belitz 

Sophomore Elizabeth Atwater arch support. Lack of support can 
said she wears her three-inch heels cause the tendons in the foot to 
seven days a week. stretch. He said the foot might 

She knows about the possible even start to lose its arch, if the 

danger, but said she plans to keep damage is severe enough. 

Please see pg. 24 
for Homecoming 
fashion preview 

said they also cause problems with the 
ankles, because they are so unstable. 
Kollar said that stilettos shift the body's 

weight onto the toes 
"It changes the entire mechanics of 

the way you walk," he said. wearing them. Heels can cause pain in the 
"I want to be taller," she lower back and knees, as well as inflammation in 

said. the tissue at the bottom of the foot, Belitz said. 

Sophomore TahreemAziz He said by the time pain is felt, 30 to 40 percent 
said she thinks her two- of the tissue has already been destroyed and that 

inch heels are a part of wearing heels can lead to arthritis. 
the reason she Dr. John Geringer said that Achilles tendonitis, 

has back an inflammation of the Achilles tendon, could also 
be a result of wearing heels. 

Wearing heels on a regular basis can change the 
angle of the feet, said Kollar. The feet no longer lie 
flat on the ground, which causes pain in the lower 

back and joints. 
Kollar said that heels affect posture, disrupting 

the line of the body. This causes the body to lean 

Belitz said damage usually is not permanent, if 
heels are not worn for an extended period of time. 
The amount of time it takes to heal differs from per
son to person. Most people should be able to re
cover from Homecoming in one or two days, he said. 

Kollar said that no permanent damage could be 
caused in the six or seven hours most girls will wear 

them to Homecoming. 
For those who want to safeguard themselves 

against injury, he suggested stretching out the calf 
muscles or rolling a golf ball under the foot, before 
and after wearing. Atwater said that she stretches at 
least times a week, plus takes weight training to pre

vent injuries from her shoes. 
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Keith Kane Sean Hurley, Matt Scannell and Ed Toth of Vertical Horizon played an outstanding set at the 
Devaney C~nter in Lincoln during the State Fair. The band's music was an unique pop-rock sound. 

Vertical Horizon impresses Lincoln crowd, 
By Layne Gabriel 

This show could not have 
been more surprising. 

The bands blew their singles 
out of the water. 

The crowd was into it. 
Nine Days, SR-71 and Verti

cal Horizon gripped the audience 
for an amazing show that flew by 
faster than a small child on caf

feine. 
Vertical Horizon, headliner 

for the Aug. 26 show in Lincoln, 
opened its stellar set with "You're 
a God." 

Vocalists Keith Kane and Matt 
Scannell gave the set some vari
ety with Kane's sugary voice 
blending with Scannell's raspy 
vocals. 

The boys of Vertical Horizon 
had outstanding chemistry and 
loved the fact that the audience 
was really into the show. 

Vertical Horizon knew how to 
work a crowd and get everyone 

CONCERT REVIEW 
Vertical Horizon, SR·71 
and Nine Days 

**** of 5 

August 26 at Bob 
Devaney Center, Uncoln 

www.verticalhorizon.com 

jumping around screaming the 
lyrics. 

The band wrapped up with 
"Everything You Want," which 
sounds much better live than any
where else. There was no better 
choice. 

Openers Nine Days and SR-
71 did a marvelous job with their 
sets. 

Nine Days' vocalist and gui
tarist John Hampson began the 
night by telling the crowd some 
quality advice. 

Central High Alumni 

Julie A. Frank 

Mary C. Gryva 
Attorneys At Law 

FRANK & GRYVA, P.e. 
291 Historic Library Plaza 

1823 Harney Street 

Omaha, NE 68102 

Bus: (402) 346-0874 

Fax: (402 346-5920 

Need SOII1eone 

to Talk to ... 
• Free pregnancy tests 

• Concerned counselors 

• Pre-natal care referrals 

• Complete confidentiality 

~.~NANCY 

S~.VIC.S 

402/554-1000 
5001 Leavenworth, Omaha, NE • www.epspregnancyservices.o 

"You guys gotta stand up 
now," he said, his voice booming 
over the sound system. 

The band worked the crowd 
wonderfully and coaxed the au
dience for applause. 

The lyrics were meaningful 
and emotional, which put a depth 
to the show. 

The band wrapped up the 
short set with" Absolutely (The 
Story of a Girl)," as expected. 

The audience went wild and 
sang along with every word, even 
the people that were not inter
ested in the band initially. 

The band wrapped up the 
show and immediately went up to 
sign autographs for the horde of 
fans. 

The line was still in full swing 
when SR-71 took the stage. 

Vocalist and guitarist Mitch 
Allan's captivating stage presence 
and stylized singing made the 
show incredibly intense. 

Allan would occasionally 

look small and scared, but other 
times he had more of a Mick 

Jaggar style. 
Allan has immense vocal tal

ent that expands far beyond the 
singles, which made him a joy to 
see live. 

Everyone was getting in to 
the show and throwing up the 
"rock on" gesture. 

Along with the standards 
from the album "Now You See 
Inside," the band threw in bits of 
cover songs like "You Shook Me 
All Night Long," by AC/OC. 

The band had a lot of pizzazz 
with Allan's bull's eye Gibson 
Les Paul and sparkly silver gui
tars, along with the drummer's 
flashy talents. 

SR-71 wrapped up its set, 
which felt like it was over before 
it started, with its first single 
"Right Now." 

The show was a complete 
success and could not have been 
better for anyone there. 

J " <.> ·1" '"",-r ,......, ............... ] .;, 
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coffee drinks 

exp~esso drinks 

sandwiches 

(402) 346-7675 
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live music 

art exhibits 

deserts 

next to the Or heum Theatre *401 S.16th St. Omaha, NE 68102 

Janousek Florists Inc. 
. * Central Students: 

order your fresh 

boutonniere or cor

sage for Homecoming! 

* Flowers For Every 

Occasion 

* CityWide Delivery 

Services 

4901 Charles St. 556-5652 
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Death Cab for Cutie 

releases decent albu 

By KaHlln Butz 
The old saying is true, you 

can have too much of a good 

thing, 
Death Cab for Cutie's "We 

Have the Facts and We're Vot
ing Yes" starts off with some 
great songs, but as the album 
goes by, tracks seem to blend 
together with only two or 
three stand out tracks. 

Death Cab for Cutie's 
sound is melancholy, lo-fi indie 

rock. 
The band stands head and 

shoulders above many other 
bands who have a similar 
sound, but it loses steam in 
many places and does not fully 
use the talent that is displayed 
on certain songs. "We Have 
the Facts ... " can even seem bor

ing at times. 
The first song "Ti tIe 

Track," is one of the best. It has 
a slow, sweet sound and con

fessional tone. 
Lead singer Benjamin 

Gibbard's slightly off key vo
cals give all the songs on the 
album an emotional feel, 
which is one of the stronger 

points of this band. 

ALBUM REVIEW 
''We Have the Facts and 

We're Voting Yes" 
Death Cab for Cutie 

***of5 

Available on Vinyl 

www.barauk.com 

The best track on the 
is "Company Calls." It 

faster tempo, harder sound 

catchy lyricS. 
The final track "Sc 

Studies" offers more variety, 
many other tracks, but still· 
very experimental. 

The song ends with 
distorted vocals and guitars 

More experimentation 
this could have made the 

better. 
The few songs that do 

the mold are amazing and 
how much talent this band 

ally has. 
The band shows a lot 

tential, if it would be wi l ' 
expand upon its tried and 

formula. 

The Faint gets crowd movin 
By Emily Neumann 
You know the sound a 

slinky makes when you stretch 
it across the room and hold 
your ear up to it? That kind of 
metallic, Star Wars-ey sound? 
The Faint harnessed it, per
fected it and went from there. 

He stood up and knoc 
chair over. It took him three or , 

tries to put it right. He pi 
down took a big swig of wh 
overheard to be "hobo wine" 
announced to the audience "I 

about me, me, me, me, me, 
The rest of the set was 

with sloppy mistakes and This pseudo rock star lo
cal band drew hundreds of 
people to their CD release 
party at the Sokol Auditorium 
on August 17th. 

room buzzed with quiet --:,: - " .~~ ~ 

There was a disappointing 
lull in the middle of the show 
due to an inebriated egoma
niac, but the last set redeemed 
it. 

Cursive opened with an 
explosive set and got the 
crowd moving. They played 
well with a lot of enthusiasm 
and raw vocals. 

Next in the lineup came 
Bright Eyes. Lead singer 
Conor Oberst was less than 
pleased with the conduct of 
the audience. 

NEBRASKA 

of a very inebriated Oberst 
Finally, smoke filled th e 

and lights flashed. 
The first few bars floated 

the crowd and everyone VI' 

stantly in motion. 
The sound is an 

blend of many musical gen 
basically just leaves the 
with a huge adrenaline rush 
ing, "neat." 

While the Faint was ki 

butt onstage, the crowd was 
ing a bit in coolness. 

There were some people 
were obnoxious for no le a~" ' ~ . 

For the most part, 
the show was a lot of fun . 

PROJECT 
NebraksaAiDS Project - Serving Nebraskans Since 1984 

- For information about HIV or AIDS 

A
-To Volunteer to help with HIV Prevention or with 

People Living with HIV/AIDS 

To find out hbw to get a free, anonymous HIV test 

Call toU-free 1-800-782-2437 
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lex Band, Billy Mohler, Sean Woolstenhulme, Nate 
and Aaron Kamin are the members of The 

e Calling releases debut 

bum 'Camino Palmero' 

By Layne Gabriel nificant others' arms, swaying 
The lyrics look like they were back and forth. 

ritten by a little kid . Possibly one of the most irn-
Once they're put with music pressive tracks on the album is 

become alive. "Adrienne." It begins with a clean 
Th e Ca lling's debut album, acoustic guitar part but takes a 

'dlllino Palm ero," is definitely turn. 

onc to judge by its cover. The' mood behind the angst
The ba nd played live in the ridden song about an eX-girlfriend 

l'l ie "Coyo te Ugly," so the is strong, but is truly conveyed in 
's single "Wherever You Will the lyrics and not the music. 

(l " Illily not be too unfamiliar. It is a nice variety of rock and 

Th e album begins with the more calm lyric-based songs, 
k "U nstoppable." The sim- The album 'flows well and is 
'ty of the lyrics makes the mes easy to listen to from beginning 

to end without CdSY to LtD

,and it 

s t plain ALBUM REVIEW 
skipping tracks. 

unds good. The Calling 

V 0 ca l i s t "Camino Palmero" 

The lyrics of 
the album are far 

from sappy and 
immature , but 

* * *of5 
they prove to 
give the album 

First Single: "Wherever 
You Will Go" 

the perfect 
sound. 

It is hard to 

ry believ- www.thecallingband.com 
classify exactly 
what The Calling 

sounds like. Ie , whic h 

e a rtists have a hard time do-

The band's harmonies add 

to the / ~tili~ , ~ ~ ' th ~ :' pro- " 
tion of the album, including 

'ng vocals, makes the songs 

on many different levels. 
Guitarists Aaron Kamin and 

',111 Woolstenhulme obviously 

I'e a lot of talent and make the 
Llsic sound whole and full of life. 

The combination of electric 

acoustic guitar give each track 
unique sound that makes The 
lli ng s tand out from other 
nds. 

The music has a very intimate 

g to it and sounds like some
Ing to slow dance to. A live 

would probably consist of 

audience members in their sig-

New York Style 

Pizza 
[est 

cjresP 

If mellow Goo Goo Dolls 

songs were mixed with Counting 
Crows wi th some of Vertical 
H

'· A, , ) " I )J(; U l' " -",t.. r'l I! lJ j b' 
onzon s pop sOlillu anq f ~ay e 

a little Matchbox 20 thrown in, 

this would be pretty close to what 
you would hear on "Camino 
Palmero." 

The only downfall of the al
bum is sometimes Band's voice 

takes a turn for the more annoy
ing sound, but it is easy 'to over

look it and enjoy the music. 
"Camino Palmero" is an im

pressive debut album by a pop

rock band, and it sounds just as 
good as much of what is on the 
radio. 

This album is definitely not 

for everyone, but is worth a listen 
for those who like pop-rock. 

------.---~.~- --- ---- -- ------ -
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Jennifer Aniston stars as Emily, the girlfriend of a rock star in a tribute band, Chris (Mark Wahlberg). 
Emily is torn between Chris' lifestyle and her personal dreams of opening a coffeehouse. 

Disappointing 'Rock Star' reminiscent of 80s 

By Kaitlin Butz 
One of last year's best mov

ies, "Almost Famous" was a love 
letter in film form to rock music. 

This year's "Rock Star" at

tempts to tap in on that type of 
musical nostalgia , but, for the 
most part, fails. 

Though "Rock Star" had a 

" ~ ~ i~Qii ! mow ~~ { 1~ ~'$;>es its 
mark. It would have been much 

better off if it had gone in the co
medic vein, since no one has par

ticularly warm or fuzzy memo
ries about 1985 hair metal. 

"Rock Star" is the story of 
Chris Cole (Mark Wahlberg), the \ 

lead singer of Blood Pollution, a 

tribute band to aging hair metal 
group Steel Dragon. 

Chris is a loser, still living in 
his parent's house, working a 

mundane office job and singing 
in the church choir with his girl

friend, Emily Oennifer Aniston) . 
Chris takes the term "tribute 

band" to a whole new level, not 

only singing like, but also emu
lating Bobby, the lead singer of 
Steel Dragon. 

He even goes as far as to 
have Emily 

sion, Chris meets the band. A su r

prising encounter with Bobby re
veals that he is not the typical 
rock star he appears to be. 

C h r i s 
pierce his 
nipple with a 
needle, because 

he heard Bobby 

MOVIE REVIEW 
auditions for 

the band and 

is accepted 
as a result of 
h i!;' dkad-on 

Bobby im
pression. 

"Rock Star" • R 

i had '.the ' same 

thing done. 

1"" ,. 

of 5 

After a par
ticularly disas
trous show 
with Blood Pol
lution, Chris 

finds himself 
replaced by the 

Director: Stephen Herek 
Starring: Mark Wahlberg, 
Jennifer Aniston 

Fro m 

that moment 
on, Chris is 
no longer 
Chris; he is www.rockstarmovie.com 

lead singer of a rival Steel 
Dragon cover band, Black 
Babylon. 

Just when Chris is at his low

est, he gets a call from Steel 
Dragon guitarist Gary, who has 
received a tape of Blood Pollu

tion, from Chris' groupie friends. 
After coming out to the man-

"Izzy." 

He dons a fake British accent 
and begins to learn the ins and 

outs of rock star life. 

After a rocky beginning, Izzy 
is a hit with fans and his fam e 
skyrockets. 

He soon gets lost in his rock 
and roll lifestyle, barely noticing 
when Emily leaves the tour to go 

Because 

start a business in Seattle, 

When it comes time for the 
band to record their next album, 
the other members make it clear 
that he is meant only as a singer 
and is allowed no artistic input. 

This devastates Chris and he 

simply walks off in the middle of 
the next show, leaving an over

zealou~ : !an" t eminjscent. ; ~f l )- \i s 
former self, to finish the show. 

Chris walks away from his 
glamorous lifestyle, moves to Se
attle and starts a coffeehouse band 
with Rob, a member of his former 
Steel Dragon cover band. 

Emily stumbles upon one of 
their shows and the two get back 
together. 

The movie does get in a few 

good gags, but for the emotional 
moments, everything seems very 
cliche, 

Stick around for the credits for 
some great outtakes and Mark 

Wahlberg 's return to hi s Marky 
Mark persona, 

pi~~a 

13est 

C/aste 
Most Likely To Succeed 
Is Still Up For Grabs. 

The earlier you start, the sooner you'll 

be prepared for life's expensive times, like college. 

So start a savings account today. 

(i) First National Bank 
Investing in you. 

fnbomaha.com 
MEMBER FIX 
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From Chaplin to 'Requiem' 
Dundee theater projects little dose of past with oddity of prese~t -

By Matt Wynn 
ill the mid-1920s, when flappers were popu

lar and silent films were all the rage, a theater was 

built. 
Located at 50th and Dodge Streets, the the-

ater's first shows were a live performance by 
Harry Houdini and an early Charlie Chaplin film. 

After going through several new managers 
and setting some records (Longest film run ever, 
"the Sound of Music" 1,316 performances) the 
Dundee Theater has landed in the capable hands 

of Dennis Moran. 
The stage that Houdini performed on is still 

there, right behind the movie screen. 
Ownership of the oldest theater in Omaha fell 

into Moran's hands through a stroke of fate. In 

1980, he was running the restaurant next door and 
owned the parking lot that serves both buildings. 

So when the previous owner of the theater 

decided to sell it, Moran said it was simply the 

natural thing to do. 
The theater was not in the best of condition 

when Moran bought it. The lobby was in desper
ate need of repair and the seating in the theater 

was falling apart. 
So he refinished it. The seats got reuphol

stered and the lobby got a fresh coat of paint. It's 
still something that needs to be done every seven 

or eight years, he said. 
But even after the theater looked good, Moran 

still didn't have a clue how to run it. 
"I didn't know anything about running 

movies, but you learn quick," he said. 
Realizing he would need someone with expe

rience to help get the place started, he turned to 

an old movie buff. 
He hired an old man who worked at the the

ater before the previous owner retired. 
"Really, he taught me the ropes, and helped 

me get an idea of how to get things started," 

Moran said, 
A couple of years ago, Moran retired after 31 

years in the Omaha Police Department. Since 
then, the theater has grown by leaps and bounds. 

The theater now shows films, mostly foreign and 

art, three or four times a day. 
"But I wouldn't want people to get the wrong 

idea, It kind of varies, sometimes we go off and 
show.a mainstream thing," Moran said. , 
'. , Mora'n als6 bought the Oniili"'4"theater in 

Council Bluffs, He said he bought that theater as 

a favor to a friend, 

began showing midnight movies. 
The movies are usually older art films or hor

ror movies that have been out of the mainstream 

theaters for a while. 
Last summer the theater showed such classics 

as the Shining, Requiem for a Dream and Blue 

Velvet. 
In the future, employees would like to show 

From Dusk Till Dawn, Halloween and a 

Christmas Story. 
The movies run every Friday and Saturday 

night from 12:10 until the movie ends. For the 

most part, the theater tries to keep them under 

three hours, Moran said. 
Some movies the theater would be interested 

in showing are simply no longer available, Moran 
said. Certain production companies destroy the 
reels of their films as soon as the movie's main

stream run is over. 
But even though the theater , is constantly 

looking for quality movies to show, the theater 

still gets plenty of customers. 
Central students had conflicting views on the 

theater. 
Some students, like freshman Mariah 

Bianchini, think the theater has a sense of nostal

gic beauty. 
She said she started going to the theater just 

recently because he grandfather started taking 
her. She has seen a few films there, including 

"Moulin Rouge," and "Chocolat." 
"I just like it a whole lot. It's old and pretty, 

and the seats are really cushy. It just feels like 
stepping back in time," Bianchini said, 

Other students had differing opinions, 
"It's a raggedy theater," sophomore Robbie 

Millatmal said. "The other theaters are better." 

Millatmal said she thinks the outside of the 

theater does not fit into what she thinks a theater 
should be at all. She said more lights, more 
movies and more concessions could make it bet
ter, too, 

The only reason she has ever gone to the the
ater is because a friend of hers wanted to, She said 

after that one experience, however, she has had no 

reason to go back. 

"My friend owned a bunch of land out there, 

and then this theater went on sale. He knew about 
the Dundee, so he came to me," Moran said. 

Beginning last summer, Dundee Theater also 

Despite both positive and negative reviews of 
his theater, though, Moran's main goal for the the
ater has already been reached, at· least in his eyes, 
.. , 'irjust want 'ft' t6 '6e' someplace"to' 'go' that a 

customer can be entertained at before they even 

get through the door. Then they can enjoy the 
film, and as they leave, start thinking about com
ing back. I want it to be an enjoyable experience," 
Moran said. "It's all about the experience." 

Photo by E~II:.': NEUMANNITHE REGISTER 

Theater employee Analiese Mullen switches the marquee between showings. 
The marquee was added in a theater renovation in the mid 60s. . 

How to build a movie' 
. Dundee theater is one of the few the

aters in the metro area to still piece togeth

er movi~s. 
About a week or two before a movie is 

expected to make its Tun, an employee 
from the theater ~lls up a representative 
from the studio that made the movie. 

The movie i~ _ d,elivered in pieces, 

which the employees are responsible for 
piecing together in order to run the film. . 

Sometimes the film is old and brittie, 
and it can occaSionally break in the middle 
of a performance. If that happens, some-
one has to do it all over again. . . 

HOmecoming dresses cover both ends of financial spec~-" 
Fmdmg a dress to match your fmanClal state can be dIffIcult. The Register staff took it upon themselves to find you the b ttl f d'ff ' 

Under $50 
Finding dresses under $50 

can sometim~ be a bit of a 

chore, but catching a good sale 

or shopping online can often 
offer a great deal. 

Look for clearance dresses 

from last season, the styles are 
usually just as popular. 

You can usually find some

thing in a style that suits you for 
a bit less than the formalwear 

section of a department store, 

Sometimes the most memo

rable and interesting dresses are 
a little unconventional. 

Under $100 
A majority of formal dress

es are priced at or around $100. 

If you are not interested ill 
waiting around for a dress to be 

shipped to you and you want 

to be sure that you get the right 
size, spending around $100 for 

a dress at a department store is 
probably the best for you. 

es s y es or 1 erent prIce brackets, 

Over $200 
An extravagant dress will 

you somewhere around $200 

you are planning to go to 

this may be a dress you want 
save for that. 

Finding plus-sized dresses 

lower prices is difficult, so 

sizes are often priced near $200 

Special ordering a dress 
a department store could cost 

closer to this amount, or 

ing a dress at a bridal boutique 

from a well-known designer 
, cost you a bit more. 

If you think you would 

interested in wearing your 

p 

La! 
the 

If you missed a sale, grab a 
dress right after homecoming 

season for a great steal. 

Sometimes the price can be as 

low as $15 for that elegant dress 
for your prom in April. 

If you find yourself more 
inclined with the sewing 

machine and you want to be 

sure you have something a little 

different, making a dress will 

cost right around $100 for all of 

the materials, since formalwear 

dresses require more than regu
lar patterns. 

If you plan to make your 
dress get started early so you 

are sure you get what you 
want. 

again, purchasing something 
around $200 will make ,," ,..~

investment worth it. If you 

your dress two or three times 

various events, you might 

get your money's worth, 
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MEASURING UP 
Quarterbacks find it 
difficult to fill Davis' 
shoes 
PAGE 26 

lugger 
itches 

By Troy Schulte 

Las t season 's leading hitter 
the softball team and fifth 

t in the state, has become the 
addition to Central's val

li tea m while they begin 
road back to the state tour-

Sophomore Ashley Wilds 
a pleasant surprise to 

tral's softball team last year. 
prior to her freshman year, 

ds didn 't know she was 

to play softball, but after 

made her decision she com

a batting average over 
which ranked in the top 

in Class A. 

Bu t, for her sophomore year, 

has decided to quit play-
softba ll at Central and make 

p over to the volleyball 
A decision that she said 

very tough to make. 
"1 had a real hard time 
·ding," she said . "I still have 

fr iends on the softball 
and I didn't want anyone 

upset with me." 
Wi lds made the decision to 

t playing softball during two 

so she could play soft
in one and volleyball in the 

Before Wilds ever came to 
she played both sports. 

all in the summer for the 

ha Softball A.ssociation, 
aha Finesse, and she played 

volleyball in the winter. 

When she enrolled at 
liis·na:1f'snErWanfed· to-

a fall sport for the school, 
ich means she wouldn't be 

to play club volleyball in 
winter. She had to make a 

·sion. Either have softball 

oad, play for Finesse in the 
and Central in the fall 

continue playing softball in 

summer, but play volleyball 
fa ll. 

Heading into last season 
she first had to make the 

. . on, Wilds said she was a 

confused. She knew she 
nted to play both sports, but 

ta lking to some of her sum

coaches and Central coach

I. 

decided to play softball. A 
iSLon she was not totally 
mi tted to. 

" I think the pressure kind of 
to me," Wilds said. "I was 

a freshman and 1 think 1 let 

people think for me and 
me into it." 

Even though she wasn't 

lIy committed to her deci

to play softball, she entered 
season wanting to make the 

of it and had a pretty pro-

year. She finished the 

in the top ten in batting 
, but by the end of the 

she had had too much soft-

"/ got a little worn out play

See WILDS, page 27 
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ym space gained in renovations still up for grabs, principal says 
By Matt Wynn 

Department heads, teachers, 

pals and district officials 

clashed on how the extra 
space will be used ever 

the decision was made to 

the cafeterias into the old 

(room 144) and add on an 
gym addition. 

When the cafeterias move 

the old gym, it becomes pec

to replace the gym space 
lost, head physical educa

chair Joe McMenamin said . 

To replace that space, the 

wall of the new gym (room 

will be moved 56 feet closer 
Street. The gym will gain 

floors of usable space as a 

Those three stories of space 

are still uncl aimed. 
Paul Pennington, Central 

athletics director, said the space 
will be spli t 

into three sec-
tions, each 

floor being 

dedica ted to 

one area of 
athletic train

ing. 

The top 
floor, which 

will be 

extended by 
about half its 

width, will 

continue to be 
devoted 'to Team Sports and 

Indi vid ual Sports, Pennington 
said. 

The floor directly below, 

which would be adjacent to the 
boys' locker room, will be dedi

cated to weight training. 
The floor on the bottom level 

of the addition wiiI be used for 

Aerobics classes and wrestling 

team practice, Pennington said . 
The three floors together will 

be added to the East Side of the 

New Gym and come out almost 

to the sidewalk on 20th Street. 

McMenamin said the Weight 

Training room would probably 

be the most useful of the new 

classrooms. 
The Van Metres, who donat

ed nearly $55,000 to update the 

weight room last year, have 
already agreed to give any neces

sary money to buy more equip

ment to fill the new space, 
McMenamin said . 

And there will be quite a bit 

more space. McMenamin said 

the new weight room will be 
about three times the size of the 

current weight room, and will 

therefore require more equip
ment. 

"We'll probably just get 
some more machines," 

McMenamin sald . "Probably 
some more of what we got. 

We've got state-of-the art equip

ment right now, so where can we 

go from there? We'll just need 
about three times more." 

McMenamin said Central 
currently has one of the best 

weight rooms in the country, and 

more space can only help. 
One major dispute is what 

will be done with the current 

weight room (room 040). 

Principal Gary Thompson 
said the current weight room 

would most likely be used as a 

trainer's room. 
But he still has not complete

ly ruled out moving the film 
room, where the football team 
watches movies of their games, 

into the current weight room as 

well. 
"The football players have to 

watch their movies in the hall 
way by the New Gym," 

Thompson sa id . "That's some
thing that might be up for a 

change. " 
With all of the renovations 

going on in the athletic wing, 
some teachers believe that class

es typ icall y thou ght of as 
"female sports" are being neg

lected . 
Aerobics teacher Kris 

. Chavez said that the aerobics 
classes are being ilIogicaJly 

placed in the bottom level of the 

new addition. She said she 
thinks the current weight room 
would be a more reasonable 

place to hold aerobics classes. 
One reason for her belief is 

that the space currently used as a 

See GYMS, page 27 
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Measuring 

Three players trying to become 

the next great Eagle quarterback 
By Chris Aponick 

Throughout the summer, 
head football coach Joe 
McMenamin had a choice to 

make. 
Senior Nate Butler, junior 

Chris Leflore and sophomore 
Courtney Grixby all started the 
year wanting to man the opening 
left when George Davis graduated 

last year. 
The decision was so tough 

that McMenamin waited until the 
final preseason scrimmage,to 
make the decision. The coaches re
viewed the game tape and then 
they held a team meeting where 
they decided who would start. 

In the end, senior Nate Butler 

"" ... ?~~?m. r, . ~~~ ~t . arter. ' 
" 'Ilt s kirid of ~cary, espeCially 

since last ye~i, I didn't get to play 
quarterback," Butler said. "Still, I 
hope to take over where George 
left off." 

Butler shared playing time 
with the other two players. The 
coaches played all of them during 
the first football game against 
Creighton Prep. 

"The good thing is the mix the 
quarterbacks provide," the coach 
said . "They can cover different as

pects of the game." 
However, McMenamin said 

the quarterback substitutions are 
not something that can be done 
haphazardly. 

'The key is to not disrupt con
tinuity," he said. "I have to see 
how the game is going and time it 
[the quarterback substitutions) 
just right." 

If the quarterbacks are utilized 
right, the team would gain an 
added ad vantage over their oppo
nents, McMenamin said. 

"It will make the (opposing) 
teams more honest than if it was 

just me passing to the receivers," 
Butler said. 

Even though he will not be 
playing wire to wire like Davis, 
Butler received the starting job 
because of his poise, McMenamin 
said. The fact that he was the most 
experienced player on the team 
vying for the position influenced 
the decision. 

The decision of who plays ap
pears to be a game-by-game de
cision, Grixby said. With so many 
quarterbacks vying for time, he 
said it might be hard to get them 
all in. 

However, he said he is ready 
to step up and do any things 
needed to help the team win. 

He said he did not get many 
repetitions in the first game and 
instead spen t most of his time 
playing defense. 

Butler said he is more than 
ready to lead Central and isn't go
ing to worry about what hap
pened last year. He wants to play 
the best he can and not be mea
sured by what Davis accom
plished. 

"During the first games, I 
want to make sure I keep calm, 
cool and the lead the offense like 
I know I can," he said. "I feel like 
if one quarterback can do some
thing than I can, too." 

However, the other quarter
backs are also anxious to step on 
the field. They have all been try
ing harder at practices to get the 
chance to take snaps, sophomore 

John Friend said. Having several 
capable back-ups will be espe
Cially valuable if someone gets 
hurt. 

Several of the younger play
ers are hoping they get playing 
time now before their junior and 
senior years, as well. 

"Hopefully the game experi
ence will help me not be nervous 
when playing on varsity," Friend 
said. 

Be Discovered at 

SPORTS 

Nancy 
Bounds 

" I've dreamt of becoming a model 

my entire life and Nancy Bounds 

N aney Bounds 

11915 Pierce Plaza 

Omaha, NE 68144 

Phone 697-9292 

Fax 6970-9272 

made it easy. The modeling 

opportunities and placement 

assistance offered at the 

studio set the industry 

standard. I know that 

what I'm learning at the 

school, both on and off 

the runway, is the best 

preparation for my next step 

in life ... modeling." 

Kristen Stoesz 

Studio Graduate 

Nate Butler 
Games played: 2 

~lays: 70 
Pass attempts: 39 
Pass completions: 16 " 
Touchdowns: 3 
Interceptions: 3 

Chris Leflore 
Games played: 2 
Plays: 15 
Pass attempts: 2 
Pass completions: 0 ; 
Touchdowns: 0 . 

Interce tions: 1 

_ _ , .1 \ _ _ I I . ... . OJ . .... 1 . ~ .. ..... . : _ 

J~I .• \. J jl .l J ~ J .L.l I ) t . ' ) IJ . .J}.J ~J,I 

Cortney Grixby 
Games played: 1 
Plays: 1 
Pass attempts: 0 
Pass completions: 0 
Touchdowns: 0 
Interceptions: 0 

,. 
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-Grixbys 

Brothers share 
desire for sport 
From GRIXBYS, page 32 
To this day, I can even remember sorn 

them," he said. 
Two that stick out are th e 1 

Creighton Prep game, when Cenl 

ended its 12-year losing streak agai 
Prep, and the 1997 state playoff ga 

against Millard West. In that seeo 
round, 17-0 loss, DeAntae left ea rl y II 
a separated shoulder. Cortney can sti ll 

call that night. He remembers feeling so 

for his brother because he knew DeAn 
would never suit up for the Eagles Jga 

"I remember going to the hOSpital 

night. You could see tears in hi s el' 

Cortney said. "He knew he was done pi 

ing at Central." 
Even before his senior year, DeAn 

had to go through the grueling rec ru i' 
process and decide what school he Wo 

play college football for. In th e SU 

before his senior year, he chose Nebras 
Cortney remembers watching his broi' 

go through the recruiting and said if 
time comes for him, he hopes to handl 
just like his older brother did. 

"I think he handled it good . He I 
nonchalant about it and never got a ' 

head. I really respect him for that. And 

taught me to just keep a mellow head a 

know what you can do, you'll be fir 

Cortney said. 
DeAntae thinks in a couple of ve 

Cortney will have to handle it. . 

"I think that Cortney is way more 

ented than I was at that age," he sa id. " 
just has way more natural abili ty on' 

football field ." 
DeAntae has been in Lincoln for c 

three years now and with both of Ih 
juggling football and school he still f 

time to call him every now and then 

ask him for some advice. 
"We call each other all the time," 

said. "He keep telling me not to be afr 

to make a mistake, because if you are, I 
will make that mistake." 

Now that he is gone, CortJW\"' 
taken on the role of the older brother,' 

ing to teach the next Grixby in Ii 

Ronelle, the valuable lessons he lear 
from DeAntae. He remembers all the h 

his older br'o,tIl.er; .sperrt,with him in 

front yard throwing footballs, tryin 
make him better. 

At age 12, Ronelle plays middle I 
backer and fullback for the Boy \ 
Girl's Club Jaguars. Cortney and De \ 
both said he has the ability to be ,L' 
thing special. 

"People better watch out for hi 
Cortney said. "Out of all three of us, 1 t 
he's the one with the most natural Jbi 

He's gonna be awesome." 

DeAntae said "Chunk" as he ( 

him, is coming up just like Cortne\ 

He has a lot of natural ability and S" 
lot of playing time with older guys, \\ h 
can only make him better. ThE 

"Chunk is built like a fullback, bul as r 

moves like a guard on the basketr 
court," he said. 

Ronelle is the big, rugged Grix by \I 
loves to get dirty. DeAntae said he's d \ 

phYSical football and basketball pia 
who can never keep his shoes clean. me I 

Cortney is the pretty boy. PriI 
"I like to look good," DeAntae, aul 

"But Cortney is a pretty boy. He IW arel 
leaves the house without his shoes f Arr 
fectly clean and his shirt ironed ." klal 

Ronelle is the tough kid, Cortnel 

the pretty boy and DeAntae said Ill' i 

combination of both. But, what tllL'l 

have in common is they are building 
continuing on the Grixby tradition . 

Kraft DC 
Now Hiring After School and 

Weekends 
Apply in Person 

801 S. 16th St. Omaha 68108 

Proud Renovators of Central High Scho 

FAX 597-2992 

OMAHA 
,.-lI:LECTRIC 

'~='SE~C! 
_ MAOISONI'rREET 

OMAHA. ME 0127 24 HOUR SERVICE 
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MOUND 

who were rn:o years younger 
than him, but so what? 

This kid had all the talent 
in the wolrd and he played 
baseball. . 

For two weeks .this 14-
year-old Dominican immigrant 

took the country by storm while 
he threw a no-hitter and a 
perfect game. 

The Little League World Series and the 

diverse players at the professional level show 

that baseball is not only America's game, 
Troy Schulte but the entire planet's as well 

Not many people can dispute 
the fact that baseball is America's 

game. 
It's been around for close to 

200 years and is synonymous with 
the American dream, but in the 
la st half-century or so, it has ' 
become more than that. It's the 
world's game. 

There is no other time when 
that has been more recognizable. 

If anyone disagrees with me, 
just take a look back at the Little 
League World Series that was 
played last month. 

Now, the Little League World 
Series is nothing new, it's been 
around since the late 40s. 

But this year it introduced a 
new format in its annual 
tournament, which allowed more 
teams from all over the world to 
participate in the series, including 
a team from Moscow. 

This expanded format truly 
shows the growth and popularity 
of baseball. 

It has two brackets, one for-the 
little league teams from the 
United States and one for teams 
from the rest of the world. 

Just the thought of having a 
tournament involving kids, who 
are around 12-13 years old from 
countries all over the world, 
shows the awesome influence that 
America's favorite game has 
developed. 

Do you think thousands of 
people would tune into watch 
little kids play soccer on national 
television? 

; Ismewouldn't. ; , : .. ;., 

You remember all the hoopla 
over Danny Almonte, the ace 
pitcher for the team from the 
Bronx in the series? 

Yeah, sure he dominated kids 

You can see that baseball is 
the "world's game" at the 
professional ranks as well. 
Players from countries all over 
the world regularly leave their 
homes to play the game in the 
United States. 

That's unlike any other 
sport started in this country. 
Americans dominate the NFL 
and the NBA, unlike Major 
League Baseball. . 

Sure in recent years a few 
Europeans have come to shoot 
three-pointers and kick field 
goals, but that doesn't compare 
to baseball. 

And if you still aren't 
convinced, what is the most 
common last name in Major 
League Baseball? Rodriguez. 

Which goes to show you 
that baseball is indeed, the 
"world's game." 

What other thing besides 
baseball can bring two 
conflicting governments 
together? 

Baseball did that very thing 
a couple of years ago, when the 
Baltimore Orioles visited Cuba 
for an exhibition game. 

Then a couple months later, 
the Cubans visited our country, 
for another exhibition (each 
team won the games on the 
other's soil).How cool is that? 

Baseball will always be the 
best and most diverse sport in 
the world. 

Bottom line is nobody can 
ilrgue the fact that baseball is 
the superior and most popular 
game. 

No sport that is still around 
today is more popular or 
played by more people. 

I ). f! P; 

Graphic by LUENINGHOENERfTHE REGISTER 

ew athletic trainer pleased with ability of athletes, coaches 
By Steve Packard 

e day came and Jeanee Weiss 
no longer the athletic trainer 
at Central. 

Weiss turned in her letter of 
ignation in April, athletics 
ctor Paul Pennington said. 

decided she needed more 
to herself. 

Pr incipal Gary Thompson and 

ul Pennington headed the 
rch for a replacement. 

Among the callbacks was 
homa State graduate student, 

ike Demilia. 

Demilia attended high school at 
iUard South, where his interest 
training began. During his high 

years, he played numerous 
orts, where he met athletic 

trainer Craig Holz. 
"I was always the smallest guy 

on the field, so I always seemed 
to get hurt a lot," Demilia said. 
"He [Holzl did a great job, he's 
still there." 

During his undergraduate years 
he attended UNO, and in 1995 
began instruction as an athletic 
trainer. In May 1999, he graduated 
from UNO and began graduate 

studies. 
That March, Demilia was 

searching for an training job and 
found one posted for Central. 

He kept it in the back of his 
mind until finally, in May 2001, 

Demilia graduated with a 
master's degree in health and 

humaI\perforrnance. 

In the rnid~le of June, Dernilia 
was interviewed by Thompson 

and Pennington. That same day 
he got a call back offering him the 
job. He accepted immediately. 

"When 1 first got it, I wasn't sure 
how long I'd be here," Demilia 
said. "It looked like a pretty good 
place to start and it is. I see myself 
here for a while." 

Central's students and faculty 
definitely amazed the new trainer. 

"There's a lot of kids!" Dernilia 

said. "I see some good athletes, 
good kids, good coaches and they 
seem to work hard." 

Weiss is still teaching human 
growth and developement and is 
fhankful fo her experiences at 
Central. 

Trainer Mike Demilia helps senior Kenny Newman get his 
breath back after having the wind knocked out of him dur
ing the Creighton Prep game on Aug. 31. 

-WILDS 

Softball star 
switches to 
volleyball 
From WILDS, page 25 

ing softball," she said. "I had 
played all summer for Finesse and 
it just wore me out." 

So even before this season 
started she decided to switch 
sports and play volleybalL To her, 
volleyball is a more challenging 
sport. 

"In volleyball I think I get 
more of a competition. I don't 
think softball is really that good 
around here," she said. 

But, even though Wilds left the 
team after just one season and left 
them with a huge hole to fill in cen
ter field, she said there are no hard 
feelings between her, the coaches, 
or the rest of the team. 

"Oh no, I had no problems 
with anyone," she said. "I still have 
some great friends on the team." 

Right now, Wilds is concen
trating on adapting to a sport she 
hasn't played in two years. 

She doesn't think the transi
tion will be too difficult, but will 
take some work. 

She said she is just going to 
concentrate on playing the best 
volleyball she can and try and help 
them get back to the state tourna
ment. 

-GYMS 

Aerobics 

classes want 

weight room 
From GYMS, page 25 

weight room is right down the hall 

from th ~g~r),s' lRcker room. 
"We have one boy in Aerobics, 

and the girls' locker room is right 
down the hall from the weight 
room," Chavez said. "It would 
make way more sense to have 
aerobics classes in this room than 
down in that basement. " 

Chavez painted out to get 
from the girls' locker room to the 
lower level of the newest gym ad
dition, a student would have to go 
through two classrooms and 
down at least three sets of stairs. 

"Everything about the weight 
room is perfect," Chavez said. 
"Think about it. The padded floors 
are already there; perfect for jump
ing and stepping. The sound sys
tem is already there. The mirrors 
are already there. It's like it was 
made' to be an aerobics room." 

Last year Chavez, and the rest 
of the physical education staff sub
mitted a formal request to Thomp
son to have the weight room be 
turned into an aerobics room, 
Chavez said. 

Thompson received the re
quest, along with several other 

proposals for the space. 
"There are so many options to 

choose from, but it will most likely 
end up being a trainer 'S room," 

Thompson said. 

GREEI( ISLANDS W ha -t £(J I kn(JW 
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• To Volunteer to help with HIV Prevention or with 

A 
People Living with HIV/AIDS 
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Rivals ready to expect unexpecte 
By Chris Aponick 

Every year during homecoming 

week, the football players have to per

form a balancing act between preparing 

for a football game and enduring a week 

of hyped- up school spirit. 

Central head coach Joe McMenamin 

said he is going to try to keep hjs team 

ready to play this year's game against 

North, despite all of the other busy 

events during the week. 

He wants to make sure they play 

well, despite having the next night's 

dance on their minds. 
"It can be a big distraction," he said. 

"They have to stay focused on the game 

itself and be careful that the festivities 

don ' t consume them." 

He sa id there is nothing special 

planned for the actual game so he is try

ing to not overlook any games coming 

into homecoming. 

The team is just going to try to play 

solid leading up to that game. He said 

the team will also have to work hard to 

stop any turnovers. 
"We will plan for them like every 

other team," McMenamin said. "We will 

try to scout them well and figure out our 

strengths against them." 
North coach, Larry Martin, is not 

looking ahead to the game, due to the 

difficult schedule they have leading up 

to it. 
Included on their schedule are 

Creighton Prep, Millard West and 

Papillion/La Vista, all perenrual power

house teams. 
However, once North does get to the 

game, it will be more than just regular 

homecoming because of the history be

tween the two schools. 

Both schools have long-standing 

football programs and have played each 

other for decades. 

After Prep, North has always been 

Central's biggest rival. Many of the play

ers from the two teams know each other, 

so that makes the players more excited 

to play. 
All of the past games against North 

have been fairly close, however the 

Eagles have won the last six meetings, 

McMenamin said. 
"It's a backyard dog fight. They are 

always real hard-hitting games," 

McMenamin said. "You can throw out 

the records because both teams are al

ways geared up." 
After getting to see a couple of their 

games North is very impressed by 

Cen tral' s .skills. 
They have a well-balanced offense, 

Martin satil.. 
Central's offensive weapons, such as 

rulU1ing back David Horne and wide re

ceiver Mark LeFlore, especially im

pressed Martin. 
"They are not one dimensional, so 

you can't shut down one part of their of

fense," he said . 
Shutting the offense down as a total 

will be a key for North. 
Martin said he will try to stop Cen

tral from slowly marchlng down the field 

and instead will try to put them in Wl

comfortable situations, like getting them 

into second and long position. 

McMenamin said he is confident 

that he can get a good game out of his 

players and beat a revamped North de-

fense. . 
"We just have to see what will work 

best against their defense," he said. 

However, shutting down a power

ful Eagle offense may not prevent North 

from losing the game, especially consid

ering the special team has racked up a 

couple punt blocks and several kickoff 

returns so far this season. 

"We might just have to kick the lball 

out of bounds," Martin said. 

A homecoming 

battle 

Where: Bergquist Stadium, 

Norris Middle School 

Key player: 
Central-David Home RB 

North-Antwain Woods 

RB/LB 

Coaches thoughts: 
Joe McMenamin- "You can 
throw out the records beca 

both teams are always geared 

up." 
Larry Martin- "They are not 

one-dimensional, so you can', 

shut down one part of their 

offense." 

s 

Big plays, ball control key to homecoming victory over Vikings 
If Central plan s on winning its 

homecoming game come Oct. 12 against 

Nonh, it will all depend on which Eagles 

shows up. 

I f the team that turned the ball over three 

times in a 24-15 firs t-game loss 

executed in that opening game, which caused 

the game to slip through their fmgers. 

Central held a slim 6-0 lead over the No. 

2 rated Blue Jays heading into halftime, but 

when they came out of the locker room to 

start the second half, they gave 

to Creighton Prep shows up, 

head coach Joe McMenamin 

and the rest of the Eagles are in 

for a very long night. 

EDITORIAL 

away three turnovers which 

eventually led to 17 Prep points. 

However, if the team that 

jumped out to aquick, 27-0 first 

quarter lead against Northwest 

the opinion of the 

Regis ter staff 

Turnovers also haunted 

North in its opening game, a 33-

1410ss at the hands of Kearney. 

The Vikings also gave up three 

in an eventual 48-7 blowout makes the trip, 

it should be easy as pie. 

Excess number of turnovers, not 

capitalizing on big play s and steady 

quarterback play are three aspects that, ifnot 

executed properly, could cause North to upset 

the Eagles . 

Not one of those three aspects were 

turnovers including a blocked 

punt in their disappointing 200 I debut. 

Both of the team '5 excess of turnovers 

cou ld have just been due to first game jitters. 

But , if the Eagle's can somehow minimize 

their turnovers while at the same time force 

a few themselves, they should jump outLO a 

big lead early on in the game. 

Along with containing and caus ing 

turnovers, the Eagles will also have to do a 

better job of taking advantage of big plays 

when they come their way. 

In that game against the Blue Jays, 

running back David Horne gained over half 

of his game-high 189 yards onjust two plays. 

One was a 40-yard run on the first play 

from scrimmage, which eventually led to no 

points. And the other was a 76-yard scamper 

in the second quarter in which they could 

only get a field goal out of. 

One way to make sure these things 

happen is to have one consistent quarterback. 

That didn't happen against Prep . Three 

different players saw action in that game 

(senior Nate Butier,junior Chris LeFlore and 

sophomore Cortney Grixby). 

The quarterback posi tion is the most 

vital on the field, and if you don't have a 

consistent player behind center, the team will 

not be allowed to get in a rhythm. 

McMenamin needs to pick 

one of the three players that saw 

action against Prep and stick with 

that player. 

the Register's pick 

North 13 
Central 45 

players on North 's defense 

Eagle offense line will have' 

worry about. 

The most likely candidate 

would be Butler, who has taken the most 

snaps and ha s the most success at that 

position, so far this season. 

So far this season, Central 's defense has 

played very well. Giving up just 24 points to 

Prep (17 coming off of turnovers) and only 

seven to Northwest. 

They will once again be tested. The most 

talented player on North's team, running 

back Antwain Woods, is second in the state 

in rushing, behind only Home. 

If the Eagle defense focuses most of 

their attention on Woods, they should be fine . 

Considering North doesn't have any other 

players that pose a threat. 

Woods wi ll also be one of the only 

He was an All-S 

defensive end last season 

has spent the off-season getting bi 

stronger and learning the Viking's new 

man front defense. 

He was moved from his defensive 

position to middle linebacker, where he 

use his speed to move allover the field . 

Bottom line is nobody in the state 

compare to the talent on Central's team. 

there are some teams on its schedule 

could beat easily, on just talent alone. 

The Vikings are one of those teams. 

If they concentrate on the those 

aspects of the game: ball control, capital 
on big plays and consistency at q ~ M ·h " C· ~_ 

the Eagles should walk off the 8ergQui 

Stadium field after a lopsided victory. 



Chalk it Up 

Sweep proves to be explosive play 
From the playbook of head coach Joe McMenamin 

The Play: Pro right 58 
The Mechanics: 

, This is a sweep or 
stretch play. We use outside 
zone blocking in the line 
and the fullback blocks the 
strong safety. Then, the 1-
Back reads the blocks to 
pick a hole to run 

through. 
David Horne 

had a 60-yard run 
against Creighton 
Prep with this play. 
Why We Like It: 

We like this play 
because it gives the I-Back 
freedom to pick a hole and 

and use his speed to get to 
the outside. 
Why The Players Like It: 

The lineman like the 
.outside zone technique . 
because it allows them to 
take-off hard from the line 
without fear of missing a 
slanted defensive lineman. 

The Model: 
This play is as old 

as football itself. The 
outside zone 
technique is 
something that many 

teams have used. 
The Key Players: 

All 11 of them. 
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Transfers lead Central's 

powerful offensive attack 
By Troy Schulte 

Three of the most vital players on the 
Eagl~s' offense this season all have one 
thing in common: they didn't start their 
careers here. 

. Wide receivers Marlon Carter and 
Mark LeFlore both trans ferred from 
North after their freshman years and All

State running back David Horne came 
over from Creighton Prep prior to last 
season. 

Although they came at different 
times, their reasons were similar. They 
all wanted to be apart of Central High 
football. 

"I just think Central has a great tra
dition. They have more of a winning 
team than North does," Leflore said. 

LeFlore first attended North in 1998 
at the start of his freshman season. He 
started playing quarterback on the JV 
team and also played JV basketball, but 
soon found out North was not the right 
place for him. One of the reasons he first 

• chose the school was because of his sis
ter, Sydney, who was a junior on the bas
ketball team at the time. She was the first 
one to decide to transfer, so Mark de
cided to follow her to Central where he 

would get a better opportunity to play 
football as well as basketball. 

"A lot of my decision was. based on 
more of an academics and basketball 
stand point," he said. 

Leflore was also talking to fellow JV 
standout, Marlon Carter. Together they 

both decided playing for the Vikings was 
not for them. 

When he first informed head coach 
Joe McME?namin of his plans to transfer 
to Central, Leflore said he had no objec
tions. 

"Oh he was for it. I don't think he 
would ever be against adding some 
speed to the team," he said. 

Like LeFlore, senior running back 
David Home originally wanted to attend 
Central, but went to Creighton Prep be-

cause of family pres
sure. After just two 
years where he saw 

limited action, Horne 
headed to Central. 

Considering the 
Eagles' had lost two 
All-State running 
backs from the year 
before (Ja'Maine 

Billups and Brandon 
Williams), he was as
sured at least some 
playing time. 

The Transfers 

McMenamin 
said Horne never 
had any desire to 

play for the Blue Jays. 
And during the win
ter break of 1999, he 
received a call telling 
him Horne was 
transferring to Cen
tral. 

"I never reall y 

wanted to go to Prep 
and I thought Central 
was the best fit for 
me," Horne said. 

And it turned 
out to be. Home first 
enrolled at Central 
last fall and immediately won the start
ing job at I-back. While being a new guy 
on the team, Horne led all Class A rush
ers with 1,461 yards, and was named to 

the All-State team. 
Carter was second on the team in re

ceptions (26), receiving yards (390) and 
touchdown catches (three) , while 
leflore enjoyed a record-breaking sea

son. 
He set school records for touchdown 

receptions and receiving yards against 
Papillion/La Vista. He also led the team 
in every major receiving category, recep
tions (42), receiving yards (736) and 
touchdowns (10). And he has already 

Mark Leflore WRIDB 
Former school: Omaha 
North 
Transfer date: January 1999 
Reason for transfer: He 
really like the tradition of 
Central football. 

Marlon Carter WRIDB 
Former school: Omaha North 
Transfer date: January 1999 
Reason for transfer: Neither 
him or fellow transfer Mark 
Leflore thought they could win 
at North 

David Home RB 
Former school: Creighton Prep 
Transfer date: August 2000 
Reason for tranfer: He didn't 
think Prep was the right fit for 

him. 

committed to play football at Nebraska 

in 2002. 
Leflore also thinks that because of 

McMenamin all three of them have 

bright future in the game. 
"Honestly I believe that I wouldn't 

have [received attention if not for Cen
tral]," LeFlore said. "I know some 
schools won't send out films. But, coach 
Mac will send you films out all over." 

No matter what this season, or the 
coming years, bring to them, none of 
them regret the decision they made. 

"I most definitely believe that it was 
one of the best moves I've ever made," 

leflore said. 
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The Register's 

sports star cards 
At the start of each sports sea

son, the Register asks each coach 

to take a look at their upcoming 

season and select some of their 

best players. Many of these play

ers could end the season by help

ing Central bring home a state 

title. All of them have the skills 

to go on and excel at the next 

level. For some of them, this will 

not be the only time on a sports 

card. 

The Team 
Coach: Wendy Brownson 
2000 record: 3-5 
Other returning starters: Libby 
Dyer(12), Kenzie McCall(12) 
Key matches: Marian. They have a tra
dition of having a good team. 
Season outlook: The team looks to im
prove this year as the girls show a lot of 
potential. The team will be much better 
than last. Brandi Smith(9) will be a good 
addition . 

FALL 200t 

The Team 
Coach: Jodi Dierks 
2000 record: 18-13 
Returning starters: Angela 
CapeUupo(12), Natalie Lubbert(12), 
Robyn Sorensen(12), Michelle 
Lubbert(12), Lauren Pa~ba(12) 
Season outlook: The Eagles 
should be tough, especially with six 
core returning players. However, 
most class A teams will be improved 
over last season. 

The Team 

Coach: Linda Herrington 

Sport: Gymnastics 

2000 record: 5-2 

Returning starters: Katherine Lydiatt 

(11), Annetter Wilder (10) 

Season outlook: With more natural 

gymnasts on the team, the record should 
improve next year. 
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OCCaS10nS. 

*1018 Howard Street* 

*Omaha, NE 68102* (402) 342-2972 

The Team 
Coach: Joe McMenamin 
2000 record: 4-6 
Returning starters: David 
Home(12), Jamar Dorsey(12), Nick 
Lemek(12), Calvin Sherrod(12), 
David Kass(12), Matt Foreman(l~) , 

Mark LeFlore(12), Marlon Carter(12) 

Keenan Ford(12) 
Season outlook: They will be 
strong in both the offensiv~ and 
defensive lines and the backs. 

The Team 

Sport: Boys' tennis 

2000 record: 3-6 in duels 

Returning starters: Ed Yin (12), Don 

Rees (12), Dennis Yin (12), Eric Rafferty 

(12), Robbie Garvin (10): 

Season outlook: The combination of 

experienced seniors and the addition of 
Cameron Knowles (9), should produce a 
season above .!,?OO. 

The Team 
Coach: 'Trent Lodge 
Returning starters: Adam Deacon 
(12) James Boatright(ll), Chris 
Gorga(ll), Ryan Shaw(ll), Marie 
Engdahl(12), Meredith Grunke(ll), 

Allison Legino (11) 
Season outlook: The team has a lot 
of new players and members hope to 
be competitive. But they will have to 
overcome some inexperience. 

The Team 
Coach: Kerri Murtaugh 
2000 Record: 8-20 
Returning starters~ Jenna Sullivan(12), 
Emily Muskin(10), Ashley Clark(12), Julia 
Darrow(10), Liz Davis(10) 
Outlook season: The team will bui ld 
on a strong finish from last year includ
ing an upset over Burke in districts and a 
close loss to Millard South. 

PIlI Public Radio Inmrnuricw.llJ· 

HEAR AMERICA'S MOST EXCITING 
YOUNG CLASSICAL MUSICIANS! 

"A blend of a talk show and a music pertormance show with a nod to 
the easYi10ing charm of A Prairie Home CompanionD 

- Symphony Magazine 

C[assica[ 90.7im 
Sundays at 5:00 PM 

Local support is made possible by the Nebraska Federation of Music Clubs & Tuesday Musical Concert Series 

Join internationally renowned concert pianist Christopher O'Riley for a celebration of 

phenomenal pertormances and inspiring stories. 

'By turns fresh, fun and profound, [FROM THE TOP] is as accessible as it is enlightening , 
and for that reason it could turn out to be the best thing to happen to classical music 

since Leonard Bernstein's Young People's Concerts.' 

- Minneapolis Star Tribune 

' ... a cross between an evening at the symphony and the Tonight Show" 
- American Music Teacher 

'Public Radio's answer to MTV--From the Top proves classical music can be coo!." 

- Boston Herald 

-www.FromtheTop.org-
FROM THE TOP is a creation of Concert Productions, Inc. in association With New England Conservatory and WGBH Radio Boston 

and is distributed by Public Radio Intemational. FROM THE TOP is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education 
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One • 
I at a Time 

Softball team improves record with young talent, desire 

junior Jenny Miller (# 15) 

pitcher 

senior Emily Felix (#16) 

pitcher 

catcher 

freshman Allison Rutherford (#1) 

center field 

sophomore Julia Darrow (#3) 

shortstop 

sophomore Emily Muskin (# 4) 

left field 

sen ior Jenna Sullivan (#12) 

team captain, right field 

By Troy Schulte 

he key to the girl's softball team starting 

off the year with a significantly better 
record than last season has been the over 
all team's desire to win. 

Junior third and first basemen Katie Muldoon 

said that this year, unlike in years past, the team re
ally thinks it has what it takes to win. 

"Central has always had good athletes, just this 
year we think we can win more," she said. "We have 

more of a desire to win." 

So far this season, the team has started off with 
a 6-6 record, assistant coach Scott Wilson said. One 

of the team's biggest accomplishments was its sec

ond place finish at the North Invite. 

Central won its first two games in the tourna-

ment rather easily, both by scores of 10-0. Then, 

in the finals it lost a 1-0 heartbreaker 

to Elkhorn in extra in

nings. 
"That one we lost in ex

tra innings due to the inter

national overtime rule," Wil-

son sa id . 
Wilson said that loss was 

exceptionally disappointing 
becau se it came at the 

hands of an unusual rule. 

Theintemational tie

breaker rule, which 

states that at the begin

ning of every extra-in

ning, the team at bat 

starts with a runner on sec-

ond. And when Elkhorn was at 

bat that was the runner that 

scored. 

Wilson agrees with Muldoon, saying that the 

players expect to win more games than past years, 
but they have more than that. Wilson said this team 

is a lot more talented then other teams he has 
coached. Overall hitting and team speed are two 

areas that Wilson said he feels they can compete with 

anyone in the state in. 
We have two freshman, the Rutherford twins 

[Allison and Darcy 1 who are real good," Wilson said. 
"They're really quick." 

Those two freshmen have surprised a lot of 

people this season. Darcy plays second base and 

Allison has taken the place of last year's star fresh

man, Ashley Wilds, who switched over to play vol

leyball before this season. 

Despite losing last seasons best hitter, neither 

Wilson nor Muldoon said it would affect this team. 

"I don't think it will be that big of deal," 

Muldoon said. "We have enough other players 

on the team that can do just as well." 

Other than Muldoon pulling her weight 
as one of the team's best hitters, last year all

division pitcher junior Jenny Miller has been 

one of the team's best pitchers. 
"jenny's pitching is probably one of the 

best part of our team," Muldoon said. 
Most of the girls on the team are either 

juniors or seniors, which Muldoon said, has 

helped them improve immensely. 
"I think we are more used to playing 

with each other now, so we are a better 

team," she said . 

(LEFT) Junior Jenny Miller gets 

ready to practice her hilling 

during a practice. 

All Photos by Emily Neumann 

Fall Softball Record (as of9-15-01) 

8123 

-Bryan 3-2W 

-Bellevue East 2-5L 

-Bellevue West 13-0W 

8/27 Mercy (H) 6-7L 

8/30 Westside (H) 0-2L 

9/1 North Invite 

-North lO-OW 

-Elkhorn 0-1 L 

9/4 Bellevue East (A) O-lL 

9/6-9/8 METRO 

-Millard South 3-7L 

-Northwest 7-1W 

senior Sarah Barnhards(# 5) 

outfield 

junior Mesha Reynolds (#6) 

outfield 

junior Kate Muldoon (#10) 

third base 

junior Liz Davis (# 17) 

catcher 

senior Ashley Clark (# 8) 

first base 

Scott Wilson , assistant coach 

-Bellevue West 10-OW 9-13 Benson 22-0 W 
Kerri Murtaugh, head coach Mindy Suing, pitching coach 

Not Pictured: Cind i Semrad. assistant coach 
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Jones winds down 

career in football 
By Troy Schulte 

From the Federal Express Orange Bowl to 

the Super Bowl to Turf War 4, former Central 

running back Calvin jones has see n it all in the 

10 yea rs since he left. 
Last month jones ended his second season 

with his third professional football team, the 
Omaha Beef, with a 47-38 loss to the Tennessee 

Thundercats in Turf War 4, the Indoor 

Professional Football League's (lPFL) champi
onship game That loss topped off a nearly per

fect 15-2 record for the Beef. When the clock hit 
0:00 on that night, more than a season ended for 
the Beef. It might have meant a career for Jones. 

As of right now, Jones has not decided if he 

will return to the Beef next year. In fact, he 

almost didn't play this season. Because of ten
donitis and arthritis in his knees, he didn 't sign 

with the team until mid-February. 
jones said he was glad he had the experience 

of playing two years with the team. 
" I've enjoyed it, " he said. "When it[the IPFL] 

first ca me to the city, I thought it was a great idea 

to bring professional football to Omaha." 
Jones grew up without a professional foot

ball tea m, but the Huskers have always been 
there. So it was only natural that after he gradu

ated from Cen tral he played for the team . jones 

played three seasons at I-back and helped lead 

them to three consecutive Orange Bowls. After 

his junior yea r, Jones decided to forego his sen

ior season and head to the NFL. 
Making the decision to jump to the NFL was 

an easy one for jones. He always felt ahead of all 

the otl;er players in his class beca use he was held 

back in the third grade and he redshirted his first 

year ,It Nebraska 
"When you are put in a pOSition where you 

have to make an important decision like that, 

yOll ca n' t look back. YOll have to just go with 

what you think is best," he said. 
jc;nes was drafted in the third round by the 

Los Angeles Raiders in 1994 and was soon frus

trated by the lack of chances he was getting to 

compete. 
" I was never one to boast my ability, but all 

[ wanted was an opportunity to compete. And I 

don 't feel I was given that," Jones said . 
Jones played two unfulfilling seasons with 

the RJiders before being traded to the Green Bay 

Packers prior to the 1996-97 season. 
While with the Packers, Jones was glad to 

play for a winning team . In his first season there, 

the I~a c kcrs made it to the mecca of all sporting 

events: the Super Bowl. 
The Packers bea t the New England Patriots 

in that game 35-21, giving Jones his first champi

onship in football. And for him, it was a dream 

come true. 
"When you're in the locker room before the 

game, you start thinking about what got you 

there and everything you've gone through," 
Jones sa id " And I wou ldn't change any of that." 

But Jones passion for the game was quickly 
dying down. After the 1997-98 season, he decid

ed to retire from the game. 
"] just stopped loving football, " he said. 

Jones then returned home, not really know
ing what he wanted to do with the rest of his life. 

He did some radio work for a while and 
returned to Centra l to help coach running backs. 

Then, in the summer of 2000 Jones' grand

mother became ill. He remembered that one 

thing hi s grandmother wanted to see him do 
was get a college degree. So last September Jones 

returned to school. 
Not even two months later, his grandma 

passed away. 
"Unfortunately she won't see me finish it. 

But now I'm just doing it for myself, to prove 

that I can do it," he said. 
While Jones is finishing up his degree in 

business he is also heading Calvin's Husker 

Legends, a sports memorabilia company he 

started along with other former football players. 

Eventually Jones wants to get involved in mar

keting and consulting with football players. 
jones sa id going back to school and starting 

his life without football is more fulfilling to him 

than anything he did on the field. 
"One thing athletes have to deal with, espe

cially from Nebraska, is to learn to live without 

it. Out of the spotlight," Jones said. "Once you 

do that, you 'll enjoy it more now than you did 

when you were playing." 
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Cortney Grixby, the second Grixby to play varsity football for the Eagles, is one of the only ~phomores .to make it onto the 
team. His older brother, DeAntae, was a star I.back for the team in the mid 90s. DeAntae IS now plaYing for NU, another 

tradition that Cortney hopes to continue. 

amily atters 
Sophomore defensive 

back Cortney Grixby 

has spent his entire 

life idolizing his older 

brother DeAntae. 

Now, he hopes to con

tinue the legacy his 

older brother started 

by playingfor the 

Eagles himself and 

teaching the next 

Grixby in line, 

Ronelle, the game. 

Ie 

The sports 

staff calls 
, 
em like 

By Troy Schulte 

Cortney Grixby is one of the few sophomores 

vying for time on the varsity football team this sea

son. He owes it all to one person: his older brother 

DeAntae. 
Last season Cortney played most of his games as 

quarterb.ack ,on JV, but was on~ of the few freshmen to 

see playing time on the varsity level. While growing 
up, the most valuable lesson Cortney learned from 

his older brother was to be fearless and to not be 
afraid of a guy who was bigger, stronger or older than 

he was. 
"I would go out and play with his friends and 

guys who were older than me," Cortney said. "It 

taught me to have a fighting mentality. To not fear 

anyone and just go out and play my game like I know 

I can play." 
DeAntae used to go play basketball and football 

with some of his friends at the Boy's and Girl's club 

and at first Cortney wasn't allowed to join them. 
"We wouldn't let him play at first. But, then we 

saw him play and he was trying to dunk all over us," 

DeAntae said. 
He remembers when they were both younger and 

Cortney was just beginning to play football. Cortney 
was always the whiner, so he was always trying to 

DeAntae 

....... ~' . ~-. 

toughen him up. 
. "I remember the first day he tried to put on 

football helmet he started whining. He kept sa . 

his helmet was too tight and said he was going to 

focate," DeAntae said. 
When neither of them had games to pIa\' 

weren't a~ We Boy's andG\rl'f'j Clu~ " Jl].~y , wer~ ill 

front yard throwing a football or dribbling a b.l 

ball, or DeAntae was teaching him some sort of 

nique. 
"He always took me outside, since I was 

five years old. He always had me throwing a 

or dribbling the basketball," Cortney said. 
Growing up, DeAntae would practice with 

teach Cortney to play sports, but he never had 

push him into it. 
Sports are a part of the Grixby family. 

following his older brother just like DeAntae 

lowed his uncle, who was just six years older than 

was and played football for Central. 
Just like DeAntae watched his uncle play 

his days at Central, Cortney watched his older b I 

er star as I-back. 
"I went to every game he played [in high 

Cortney 
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onstruction un erway 
We've been hot. We've been 

crowded. We've been attending a 

school that, due to 

open enrollment, is 

about to burst at the 

seams. 

Our cafeteria staff 

has been cooking our 

meals in too small of a space. 

And have you ever stopped to 

think about how silly it is to 

have two separate gyms? 

Well all of that is about to 

change. 

Central underwent some 

major changes this summer. But 

everything that happened was 

, .. only in preparation for the real 

deal: installing air conditioning 

and two additions next year. 

In this special section, the 

Register takes an in-depth look 

at several aspects of the renova

tion, ranging from what hap

pened this summer to future 

plans to how the school has dealt 

with renovations in the past. 

Central will never be the same. 

That much is certain. 
Photo by JOE MEYERITHE REGISTER 

nmir.il' Vincentini with Dakota Construction repairs the stairs on the west side of the school. Workers said that But how much will it change? 
had been leaking into the boiler room beneath the stairs, &0 workers removed the old caulk and replaced it. 

was only a minor aspect of what happened this summer. 

Photo by JOE MEYERITHE REGISTER 

34· THE FIRST STEP 
constructions and electrical crews worked long 
during this first phase of the renovation. This phase 
be done very shortly. The goals were to install 

lech;lIni~JlI piping and upgrade the school's electrical sys-
• Most of this work had to be done during the summer 
to students being in the building after school started. 

INSIDE 

Photo by JOE MEYERITHE REGISTER 

PAGE 38· WHAT STUDENTS THINK 
The brunt of the renovations were scheduled to take place 
while school was out of session. But now students are 
back, and the presence of construction machinery and 
workers is ever-present. Students talk about the everyday 
distractions the renovations cause, as well as the luxuries 
the construction will bring. 

Graphi<: by Connor MeigsITHE REGISTER 

PAGE 40· WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
Of course, everything that has been done so far is only in 
preparation for what will come. Air conditioning, additions, 
extra space, increased technology facilities, it's all 
explained here. To get a better idea of what may happen 
next year, the Register talked to administrato.rs and 
designers involved in the last Central renovatIOn. 
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The renovation project is 

split up into two halves: Phase 

One, the preliminary work that 

was started last summer, and 

Phase Two, when air condition

ing and two additions will be 

added. 

Phase One is in its final 

stages this week. By Friday, the 

workers should be gone, and 

Central will be a normal school 

again until March, when Phase 

Two is slated to begin with the 

breaking of ground for the 

gymnasium addition. 

Photo by JOE MEYERITHE REGISTER 

Dick Bell works on installing chilled water supply pipe up 
the southeast corner of the school. Sections of wall were 
torn out from the basement to the fourth floor. 

Photo by PAULA SALHANYITHE REGISTER 

Terry Banks and Jason Darnold of Omaha Electric install 
conduit in the basement. 

Photo by QUENTIN LUENINGHOENERITHE REGISTER 

Dennis Gentry, vice-preSident of Dakota Construction, 
removes the sidewalk from the west side of the school so 
employees with Omaha Electric can run piping from the 
school to existing utility lines. The new transformer was 
needed to supply power to the future ai .... conditioning sys. 
tem that is scheduled to be operable for the start of the 
2003·2004 school year. 
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Photo by JOE MEYERITHE REGI 

Dick Bell of Ray Martin Company works in the South end of the basement con~ectin~ the school's s~pplY li.n~s ~o 
from Energy Systems downtown. The pipes will eventually supply the school With chilled water for air conditiOning. 

Phase One starts long air-conditioning proces 
.sy Joe ·Meyer ~ .... :r;:'~, "building, t 6e : rrl~haniCal .. c@~acto~ : ~tar~ea : ~i~ {e ,?i~ficU1l'i~ ~ ~~~~~ :~ : ~ . S '1~ . i • 

The goal of this summer's wO'rk was to the first step to mstall an alf-cO'ndlhonmg ,Everythiri~ s on~k ~ thaf bud 

install mechanical piping and upgrade the system in the schO'oL There s nO' steel, he sa~d . "It ma~e s It 
school's electrical system, CDnstructiDn man- Pipe fitters installed chill water lines that challengmg to' do your JO'b, he Said . 

ager at JacO'bs Facilities Terry Page said. will supply the water needed to air condition While ~igging on the south lawn ,til 
All the wO'rk cO'mpleted this year was in the school. the feeder lmes from 20th Street, Mu ll l l1 

preparation for phase two, which will start in These lines, which run vertically from the workers broke four or five sprinkk r 
March. the basement to the fDurth flDor were capped sewer lines that they did not know e>- i, 

Although crews worked thrO'ughout the at the end O'f the project. Next summer, crews "If you break them (the lines), \ 011 

summer, most of the students will not be able will branch off from these lines and run them up," he said. "When you hit them 

to' nDtice the changes, Page said. smaller pipes through classroO'm ceilings the backhoe, YDU just dig right th 
Most of the work was completed behind that will air-conditiDn each roO'm. them." 

the schoO'l's walls, Page said. "We were all O'ver in the building," Ray TDm Penney, project manager for 

"With Central having so many kids in Mullen, supervisor fDr Ray Martin Group, said the project ran like al1l 

there, you cannot wO'rk in the SChDOl year," Companies, said. "We put a set of hDt water renovation project of an O'lder build illS 
he said. "So we broke the design up where risers in the teacher's lDunge." Central. 

we could jump in there this summer in class- The last pipes that the contractors laid The only part of the project that r,111 ,] 

roDm areas." were the supply lines that run from 20th tle behind schedule was the trench th ,]t . 
The school district hired twO' contractors Street to the basement maintenance area, dug O'n the west side of the schO'ol to I,ll· 

fDr the job. Ray Martin Companies installed where the lines will connect to the risers that tricallines for new transformers. 

the mechanical piping and Omaha Electric shO'ot up into the building. But besides that, Penney said the ~ ' 
Services Inc. upgraded the building's electri- This summer's work did experierice has wDrked fine. 

cal systems. some cO'mmon setbacks, thO'ugh. "It ran pretty much on schedu il' ." 
The school's electrical system was nO't When pipe fitters installed the main sup- said. 

capable of handling a new air-cO'nditioning ply lines from the basement to the fO'urth Mullen said pipe fitters worked 5S h 
unit, Page said. Because of that, the system flO'or, the task was a little trying, Mullen said. a week during the summer to com pktl' 

had to' be updated to handle the new "Every time we opened up a shaft, there work. The district gave the compan \' ,] d . 
demand the air-conditioning will bring. was always something in there that we did line and there was a $500 fine for e\·L'ry 

"If yO'U want to compare it to a house, not expect," he said. "We (the electricians it was late. 

yO'U just didn't have enough pDwer in there and the pipe fitters) had to work together to But the work done this year dL'l" 
and the building was nO't designed for that," get the job dDne." compare to' what will happen duril1S 

Page said. When this happened, Mullen explained, next phase, he said. 
While electricians were working on the the crews had to' determine if the materials "It'll be five times what we did thi, 

electrical systems, the district decided to could be remO'ved. Workers had to' reroute mer," Mullen said . "Where we had fi n' 

have the company improve the general Dperable wires, pipes and ducts in order to (this summer), there might be 10 or \; 
pDwer distribution in the building. make way for the main risers. more. It just depends on how much 

While electricians were wiring the Also, the age of the building caused they need done and how fast." 

Photo by QUENTIN LUENINGHOENERITHE REGISTER 

An Omaha Electric employee connects con. 
duit in a manhole on the west side. 

Photo by JOE MEYERITHE REG 

Ray Mullen of Ray Martin Companies welds pieces of steel pipe in 
west cafeteria to support the supply lines. 
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What exposure can do 
Exposure to asbestos can cause health problems in 

the lungs, heart, chest and abdomen. These problems are 

usually related to the amount of time that someone is 
exposed to the material. It is not known how 

much exposure is needed to cause medical 

complications, but continued exposure to 

asbestos increases the likelihood of problems. 

Diseases related to asbestos may not be dis

covered in a person until several years after 
exposure. 

What happens? 

o Asbestos enters the body through inhalation. 

Asbestos is inhaled if someone is exposed to the fiber while it 
is airborne. 

6Because asbestos fibers are so small and thin, many of 

them pass all the way down to the small airways and alveoli 
(o r air sacs.) 

~ The body has difficulty remov
ing the fibers. After the asbestos 
fibers are breathed in, they 

m,w become trapped in the 
airways and lung tissues. 

a Each fiber is a for
V eign body, like a 

,plinter in a finger. 

Inflammations develop as 

the body tries to neutralize, 
break down or move the 

sharp, irritating fibers. These 

processes lead to the devel

opment of the various kinds 
of asbestos-caused diseases. 

~ Once fibers are inside . 

~th e body, they can 
move around. How this hap
pens is not fully understood. 

It might be because they are 
thin and sharp. The fibers 

can move from the lungs 

into the pleura and into the 

ly mph nodes, and this 
means that they can move 
into other parts of the body. 

rn.rr' ...... n courtesy of AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION 

Diseases caused by the fiber 
Asbestosis Asbestosis is a serious, progressive, 
long-term disease of the lungs. It is not cancer. It 
is caused by inhaling asbestos fibers that irritate 
lung tissues and cause the tissues to scar. The 

scarring makes it hard for lungs to do their job 
of getting oxygen into the blood. Symptoms of 
asbestosis include shortness of breath and a dry 
crackling sound in the lungs while inhaling. 
Although there is no effective treatment for 
asbestosis, symptoms of the disease can be 

managed under the care of a physician. The dis
ease, if severe, can cause disability and death. 
Lung Cancer Lung cancer causes the largest 
number of deaths related to asbestos exposure. 
The most common symptoms of lung cancer are 
coughing and a change in breathing. Other 

symptoms include shortness of breath, persist
ent chest pain, hoarseness and anemia. 

Mesothelioma Mesothelioma is a relatively rare 
form of cancer that is found in the thin lining 
(membrane) of the lungs, chest, abdomen and 
heart. Several hundreds of cases are diagnosed 

each year in the United States, and most cases 
are linked with expose to asbestos. 

Close-up of an 
asbestos fiber 
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Because of its 
<, flallle-relardant. _. 

ability, asbestos 
has been put in: 
Ceiling tiles 

Pipe installation 

Floor tiles 

Fire doors 
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istrict will complete asbestos removal, specialist says 
By Joe Meyer 

One of the first steps to this 
r's renovations was to 

ove asbestos from several 

s of the school. 
Envirosafe Air, a company 

by the school district, 
asbestos from areas in 

art room, the physics room, 

storage rooms, below 
stage and in maintenance 

Shelley Bengtson, environ

I specialis t for Omaha 

Schools, said. 

According to state and feder
regulations, whenever a public 

ilding is undergoing a major 

tion, all areas containing 

that will be exposed 

during the project must have the 

material completely removed. 
"We do not want them 

(workers) to get in there and dis

rupt it," Bengtson said. "We try 

to get in there first." 
Asbestos, which is known to 

cause certain types of cancers, is 

a natural fiber that is fire resist

ant. 
Because of that, the sub

stance was used in various 

building materials like ceiling 

tiles, insulation and ca ulking 

material. 
Bengtson said most ·of the 

asbestos removed from the 

school was located in ceiling tiles 

and insulation. 

? 

District-wide, OPS spent 
$250,000 on asbestos removal 

this year. The Central removal 
cost totaled $65,000. 

After these latest removals, 

the only areas in the school that 
contain asbestos are in areas 

where students are normally not 

present, Bengtson said. 

"For a building the size of 

Central, it's very much asbestos
free," she said. "All the friables 

(asbestos that can be crushed 

with a person's hands) are down 

in the maintenance areas where 

students should not be and do 
not have much action." 

Starting in 1976, the 

Environmental Protection 

Agency has required inspections 
of school district's records con

cerning asbestos in the building. 
Since that time, Omaha Public 

Schools has never had any viola

tions. 

The EPA also has strict regu

lations regarding asbestos 

removal, Bazil Lazure, program 

specialist at the state of Nebraska 

Department of Environmental 
Quality's air division, said. 

Lazure said the area needs to 
be airtight and a 25-foot perime

ter needs to be established to 

keep the area secure. 

Monitoring is performed 
inside and outside the area, to 

make sure asbestos fibers do not 

become airborne. 

The area is also kept under 
negative-air conditions. This 

means that no air from the con
tained area leaves until it is ran 

through a filter and monitored . 

All of this is also witnessed by a 

safety official, he said. 
Bengtson sa id th e di strict 

will probably arra nge for more 
removal during the rest of the 

project. Depending on where the 
future work is planned , more 

removal may be required. 
"When we get done with the 

renovations, we want the school 

to be asbestos-free," Bengtson 
said. "We do not like to leave 

anything there." 
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Who's involved? 
Here is a quick look at the 

companies involved in last 

summer's work at Central: 

DLR Group 
Work done: DLR Group 

made the architectural 

drawings of the school. 

The firm also handled the 

engineering speci fica tions 
for the mechanical, air

conditioning and electrical 

systems. 

Other projects: Omaha 
convention center-arena, 

Lewis Central Middle 

School (new), Ralston 

High School (renovation), 

Elkhorn Ridge Middle 

School (new) 

Experience: DLR was 

established in 1964 

Dakota Construction 

Company 
Work done: Dakota 

Construction demolished 

and replaced walls inside 

the school. The company 

was also responsible for 

tearing up the west pave

men t so new cond uit 

could be run underground 

from a new transformer 

Other projects: Dakota 

does work at the 

University of Nebraska

Omaha. The company 

recently remodeled the 

Eppel1y Administration 
building. 

Experience: Dakota 

Construction started in 

1992 

..~~;"~~ '\ ~ 

Ray Martin ColfrplW9 
Work done: Ray Martin 

was the mechanical con

tractor for the Central ren

ovations. The company 

installed all plumbing for 

the future air-conditioning 

system. 

Other projects: The com

pany installs air-condition

ing systems in commercial 

buildings. 

Experience: The company 

has been incorpora ted for 

over 40 years. 

Omaha Electric Inc. 
Work done: Omaha 

Electric was contracted to 

complete the electrical 

work this summer. They 

ran new conduit in the 

building and installed new 

transformers to handle the 

flow. 

Other projects: Omaha 

Electric completes works 

on residential , commercial 

and industrial projects. 

Experience: N / A 

In our system, state-operated schools may not be enclaves of 

. ianism. School officials do not possess absolute authori

over students. Students in school as well as out of school are 

'persons' under our constution." 

Eliminate Waste 

Donate 
Ekgance 

in Awanis 
andCifts 

Serving 
Omaha for Over 

25 Years 

.5. supreme Court Justice Abe Fortas, Tinker v. Des Moines 

School District (1969) 

ile students do not enjoy all the same rights as adults, they 

not withoutany rights. ACLU Nebraskans, now celebrating 

35 years of defending the Bill of Rights on behalf of 

Nebraskans, wants you to know your rights. 

ACLU Nebraska - 9410 St. #1020 - Lincoln, NE 68508 

HuskerACLU@aol.com 

free copy of the ACLU's Guide Students Rights is yours for 

the asking. Write or e-mail us! 

CLU Nebraska is an afflilate of the American Civil 

Liberties Union, the nation's oldest organization 

dedicated to the perservation of individual rights 

and liberties. 
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Help save someone's life. 

Courtesy Omaha Nephrology. 
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Central renovations: 

Phase One 
Most of the work that took place this summer is well hidden -- taking place behind 

walls, in closed rooms, under floors or over ceiling tiles. In fact, some students don't 

even know the first step of the renovations took place this summer. But they did. Here's 

a look at exactly what took place inside the school during Phase One of the 2001 Cen

tral Renovations . . 

In these areas. window and wire mesh guard for equipment access was removed. It was the duty of the companies involved in the . 

renovation process to provide secure temporary closure during vonstruction. By the end of the summer, however, the crews were 

required to reinstall the windows and mesh covering. 

In these areas crews were required to remove walls in their entireity. Walls were removed for several reasons. In some areas, crews 

need to be able to get to electrical wiring or piping that would have to be redone or removed. Entire walls from classrooms were 
tak~n out in order to install ductowrk that will eventually be used to house electrical wiring. The walls were replaced with tempo

rary drywall at the end of the summer, and will be removed again next year. 

In these areas, crews were instructed to remove walls and the metal wnindows they contained in their entireity. Again, this was 
done to pave the way for future projects, during which companies will have to install either pipe or electrical wiring in the walls. 

Removing the extra metal windowframe proved to be quite a task, some workmen said. 

In these areas, crews were instructed to remove casework for access to chase. They were then told to salvage what casework they 
could so that they could reinstall it after ther work was accomplished. They were told to reinstall the chasework after the entire 

project was completed. 

~;'''' ~ '''' · · ;:'i'..:.;.~'':..t . 
.... ~' ... ·7 ".~:l".-r~ 

In these areas, crews were told to remove entire wooden doors in their entireity. Since this took place on the fourth floor only, it is 
logical to assume that the door removal is linked to therelocation of the cafeteria and kitchen space, though no represetative from 
either DLR or Jacobs Facilities has divulged that information. 

~n this one area on th~ fourth floor, a specially hired mechanical crew was instructed to remove a sink in it's entireity. Since this, to· 
IS on the fourth floor, It can be assumed that this demolition has to do with the relocation of the kitchen and cafeteria space. Also, 
the school could have been removing unnecessary facilities in order to accomodate more students. 

How the air conditioning system will work 

o The air comes from the 
outside of the school and 
is sucked into the system. 

@ It is the job of the Air Han
dling Unit (AHU) to make 
sure the air can get from 

number one to number 5. The 

AHU in Central may be located 
in the basment, or a different 
AHU in every classroom. 

~ The "flapper" controls 

~ whether or not the schooCs 

air will be heated or chilled. 

. . If it is cold outside, ~e flap 

Will flIp to the lefi, and the air will go 

to a steam coil, which will produce 

warm air. If the flap goes to the right, 

the air will go to a chilled water coil 

and the school wil receive air-condi

tioning. 

e There are two pipelines 
shaped like coils in the 
ductwork . One is con

nected to a chilled water supply 

underneath 20th Street. Another is 

connected to a steam supply pipe 
underneath 24th and Davenport. 

When air passes through the 
rounds of the coils, it is heated or 
chilled, depending on which coil 
it passes through. 

~ The water in the coils comes from 

~ one supplier: Energy Systems 

downtown. Energy Systems is a 
small district utility plant that 

services Woodmen Tower and other down-
town businesses. Central is now the 

newsest addition to Energy System's under
ground link to hot and chilled water. 

o After the air has been blown through 
the air handler and passed through 

a coil, it is pushed through to a class
room in the building. Some questions are still 

circulating about whether or not teachers will 

be allowed to open their windows, as some 

schools no longer allow teachers the right to 
do so. 

Information courtesy of ENERGY SYSTEMS 
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sfund district's projects 
By Matt Wynn 

Central's renovations are being funded by 
a $254 million bond program, Assistant 

Superintendent Dennis Poole sa id. 

money, the district had to find people willing to 

bu y the bonds. 
By purchasing a bond, a person is basically 

making an investment that will, without a doubt, 

turn a profit. A bond is basically an investment 
instrument, much like a mortgage or stock, 

he said . 

Not only do they make their original invest

ment money back, but they receive a return for a 

certain period of time, Poole said. 

The Omaha Public School dis
trict is "dipping" into public 
interest to raise the neces
sary money for the Central 
renovations. The public bond 
approval was in April 1999. 
The district is allowed to raise 
the $254 million for all the 
OPS renovations. 

"With the stock market, the amount 

of money you have can go up or down. 
With a bond, you are guaran teed your 
money back, plus interest," Poole said. 

When the idea for the renovation 

project was first approved, the dis
trict began to go through the neces
sary motions to raise money for 

the project. 
The first step was to see how 

mu ch money the district would 

be allowed to raise. 
To find this ou t, OPS had 

to contact its credit company 
and find out how good its 

credit rating was. 
"OPS has a very good 

credit rating. Very good. 

And it is because of our 
credit rating that people 
are confident we will pay 
them back. They are sure 

they can make money by 
investing in the district," 

Poole said. 
In April of 1999, OPS 

requested permIssIOn 
from the public to issue a 
bond worth $254 million. 

The public approved the 
bond by a vote. 

But to raise 
t hat 

That period of time can be as much as 25 to 26 

years, Poole said. 
"Basically, by the end of this project, we will 

have acquired a lot of newer, nicer buildings with 
all sorts of modem changes. We will also have 

acquired $254 million in debt," Poole said. 
The project is raising it's funds piece by 

piece, Poole said. 
At the beginning of the first phase for many 

of the current projects, the district raised only the 

money necessary to complete that phase. 
Whenever the district runs out of Iowan 

money for the project, they can simply issue more 

bonds. 
"What we can do then is, as we receive bills, 

they charge us, and we pay them from the pro
ceeds that we got from the bonds," Poole said. 

So far, the district has raised over $154 mil

lion for all of the projects. 
This summer alone, the district sold $100 mil

lion worth of bonds. 
"What this mean is that we have had people 

buy these bonds. They have, in essence, given us 

money with the promise that we will pay them 

back plus interest," Poole said. 
If the scope of the entire project should esca

late and the total cost of the project should rise 
above $254 million, Poole said the district would 

be in some financial trouble. 
" ]t can 't. It simply can't. The public only 

approved us so far, anything above that is 
against the law," Poole said. 

Illustration by LUENINGHOENERITHE .. r ....... Tr. 

Thi~ Nebraska Math graduate 
IS a proven problem solver. 

Lt. Shane faced a lot of challenging problems as a mathematics 

Osbom st ude~t at. the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
but his ultimate test came last April when he 

successfully landed a badly damaged EP-3E surveillance 

plane on China's Hainan Island after colliding with a 

Chinese F-B fighter. 

For saving his 24 Navy crewmembers under extreme 

circumstances, this Norfolk native has been hailed as a 

hero across the country. Commissioned in the U.S. Navy 

after co~plet i ng the NROTC program and receiving a 

degree In math at Nebraska, Shane will continue to serve 

the Armed Forces as an EP-3E instructor pilot. 

For Landing opportunities 
~ ... 

There is ~ o place like Nebraska. 
Rated a "Best Value" 

NeotaSRa 
Lincoln 

Admissions: 402-472',2023 or www.unl.edu 
An equn l l)ppor1unltv f'<iu(,lItor nnd rm ,>io),er wi lb., compn'hrn§i"t pl"n b- dh,tM I)" 
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Students file past the construction on the west side 
the building after school on Aug 20. Most of the 
is scheduled to be completed by the end of this 

Renovations cause 

problems, students s 
By Joe Meyer 

The Central High renova

tions: annoying, slow and 

dirty. 
But worth it. 
Or that is at least what 

some students think. 
Junior Lindsey Lorence 

said the addition of an air-con

ditioning unit to the school is 
long overdue. Since she is a 

junior, she will graduate before 

the project is completed. 
Junior Amy Good said the 

renovation project has already 

caused problems. She said the 

digging around campus has 
increased the amount of dirt in 
the school. One day, students 

started throwing dirt after 

school, she said. 
Sophomore Kevin 

Williams said the work that is 

currently being completed 
sometimes interferes with his 

classes. 
"They're making too much 

noise," Williams said. "I sit in 

the back of the class . and it is 

hard to hear." 
Sometimes, the work out

side causes more distractions 

then just the dirt and the noise, 

freshman Karlton Lloyd said. 
"It was shaking the over

head projector and the things 
fell off," he said. . 

Junior Erick Aguirre said 
he understands why the work 

needs to be completed during 
school days. 

"Well, if they need to get 

the job done, they need to do 
what they need to do," he said. 

"If they are doing it for air con

ditioning, then it is fine." 

Although there. are many 

different complaints that 
dents have right now, 

them agree that the 

be worthwhile in the end. 

Students agreed that 

air-conditioning will 
school more comfortable 

eliminate the need for d 

ing classes early because 

heat. But there are other 

that they are excited 

Sophomore Jose 

said moving the ca 

er to the rest of the 

will be an advantage to the 

dents. After the project, 
dents will not have to I 

a lot of stairs to eat lunch. 

Parking was the 

man answer when 
were asked what is stil l a 

lem at school. The 

football field and lack 

swimming pool were 

that the school forgot 

some students said. 
Senior Dana Maher 

not agree with the dec' 

the school made when it 

ed how to use 
bond money. 

He said the 
the gym addition will thrn_lnm,rr 

the look of the entire 

building. 
"I think that's goi 

look ugly," Maher said. 

going to distort the 

shape of Central." 
Maher also said the 

should have though t 

before it decided to add 

the school. 

"Before we start 

additions, we should in 
better teaching ""'L11n,nwnt 

said. 

Saving Sex for Marriage provides real freedom from 

cgI:tan.,::y, em~tional pain from broken sexual relationships and Sex . 
nsmltted Diseases, such as Chlamydia, Gohorrhea, Herpes, Syph ili s 

IAIDS . 3 n:illion American teens contract an STD every year. 
The BI~th Control Pill contains powerful unhealthy Steroid, 

c~~se Bactenal Infenction, Blindness, Bloating, Blood Pressure, 
f er~ I~lty , Nausea, Pelvic Inflammatory Disease, Strokes, Tubal Preg 
mltlng and Weight Gain. 

o The Pill ca u~e s . C~emical Abortions by allowing ferrli zatiotl up 
50110 of the time and Irritating the lining of the uterus so that tin)' 

attach to the uterus and then starves to death. 

Condoms and Birth Control Fail to prevent pregnancy and 
DS 20% of the time. Nebraskans United for Life provides fret 

tests. 

For a tour of our office Sundays 6-8:00 PM and 

caJl for reservations at 399-

Nebraskans United for Life 

9001 Arbor St. , Suite 104 

Central Adopt-a-scho 

partners 

7605 Cass St. 392-221 
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· tchen plans took 

me, yield results, 

rincipal says 
By Joe Meyer 

Gesides installing an air-con

ing system in the school, 

di ng i1 new kitchen area was 

biggest priority while the 
I was planning the renova

project, principal Gary 

i11pson said. 
And after visiting kitchen 

r Judi Smith and her staff 

n V school day, it is easy to 

\I:hy the addition is of top 

nee. 

Crdi11ped in a corner on the 
· h fl oor, Smith said the cur

kitchen is not adequate for 

0(hool'5 needs. 

"We have ancient equip

t," Smith said. "It would be 

to have new equipment." 

The need for a new kitchen 

great that the addition was 

in the bond specifica

,15 something that needed 

w mpleted with the renova

mo ney that the school 

il·ed. 

The bond specifications 

\\Ti tten by the school dis

to ensure the bond money 

. spent in a way that would 

· (lst beneficial to the schooL 

i)uring the planning stage, 

school was not sure how it 

dd ilccomplish this daunting 

Thompson said. 

5(l instead the school came 

with a new and different 

Si nce the current cafeterias 

Oil the fourth floor, a kitchen 

i tion could not be built any

· close to the eating areas. 

Therefore, the school decid

make the old gym a cafete

.1l1d build . the new. kitchen 

t to it ' on the northwest eor

of the building. 

The old gym will be able to 

as many students 

cafeterias currently can, 

principal said. 

The kitchen space will be 

on top of a new loading 

that will be built on the 

t side of the school. 

In the future, the cafeteria, 

tya rd and kitchen will all be 

ted on the same floor, which 

eliminate the need to use the 

to serve students in the 

"That will be nice to be all on 
the same floor," Smith said. 

But the kitchen addition will 
have other benefits, too. 

The addition will be two sto

ries tall and have an exterior 

made to match the older gym 
addition. 

Tom Penney, project manag

er at DLR Group, the company 

that designed the plans for the 

work, said another beauty of the 

addition will be how quickly 

morning deliveries can be taken 
to the kitchen. 

With nearby elevators and 

the loading dock directly under

neath, the time it takes for the 

deliveries to reach the kitchen 

will be drastically cut, Penney 
said. 

He also said the new kitchen 

will enable the kitchen staff to 

work in a more productive man
ner. 

"It's going to pro'vide a lot 

more space for food service that 
is definitely needed," Penney 

said. 

Thompson also said that 

money has been budgeted to fur

nish the new addition with new 

equipment. 

Whereas the recently 

installed freezer will be moved, 

the rest of the equipment, 

including new serving lines and 

other machinery used for 

preparing the school's meals, 

will all be brand new. 

Although the phasing plan 

and the final details are all but 

finalized, Smith said she has not 

seen any plans or heard about 

the design of the addition. 

. Instead, "she .said she.. will 

remain a skeptic aoout' any 

improvements until something 

definite is done. 

"We'll be excited when they 

break ground," she said. 

Because construction will 

take place in a high traffic area 

on campus, Penney said the 

addition cannot be started until 

school is dismissed for the sum

mer. 

According to all current 

plans, construction will begin 

shortly after students leave and 

will correspond with construc

tion of the gym addition. 
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Photo courtesy of the Central High O·Book 
A worker installs the roof of the Courtyard during the las)' renovations at Central, in 1978. The principal from 
those renovations said it was an uncomfortable experience. "It was tough, but we gritted our teeth," he said. 

'I don't envy them' 
Former administrators talk about the challenges earlier renovations caused 

By Joe Meyer 
If this renovation project is anything 

like the last one Central experienced, stu

dents and teachers should get ready for 

some inconveniences. 

"It was a test of the nerves," Gaylord 

Moller, principal during the last renova

tions that placed a roof on top of the 

courtyard and built the new gym, said. 

Moller does not remember the reno
vations as well as he would like, but he 

still remembers the hassles the projects 

produced. 

While crews remodeled the cou;tyard 

in the late 1970s, Moller said they con

structed a tunnel from the west door of 

the courtyard to the west entrance to the 

school. If the students wanted to walk 

along the west side of school, they had to 

use the second floor or the basement. 

"Everyone who wanted to go any
where had to go around," Moller said. 

Al LaGreta, who was the vice princi

pal at the time, remembers a time when 

the renovations caused a more serious 

problem. 

"If the fire alarm went off, we had to 

make a mad dash," LaGreta said. 

The renovations remodeled class

rooms, too. The crews worked on sections 

of two or three classrooms at a time, 
LaGreta said. Because of that, some rooms 

had to be moved to other parts of the 
building. 

Hallways in the basement, the audito

rium lobby, corners of the gym and a trail

er on the west side of campus were all 

used as makeshift classrooms during the 

project, Moller said. 

"There were all kinds of places that 

had to be used temporarily," the former 

principal said . "We had to move classes 

all around the building." 

The dust, noise and dirt all added to 

the hassles, too. 

"It was a real trying time Jot teachers 

and students," LaGreta said. "It was quite 

a project." 

At the end of the project, the school 

lost of few of its more valuable features, 

LaGreta said. The ivy growing up the 
walls in the courtyard and some seating in 

the auditorium fell victim to the improve

ments. 

But everyone in the school under

stood why the work was being complet

ed, Moller said. 

"It was tough, but we gritted our 

teeth and did it," he said. "I think every

one thought, 'Wow, this a wonderful proj-

ect." 

"They all realized it was all overdue." 

Merle Rambo, a Central graduate 

who designed the roof for the courtyard, 

said this renovation project sounds like 
they will be comparable to the ones com

pleted more than 20 years ago. 

"It will have a similar level of chal
lenge," Rambo said. 

The project will also be the same in 

the way the workings of the school will 

always be more important than complet

ing the work, which is unique for a school. 

"It's clearly a challenge to any techni

cal industry to coexist with a teaching 
environment and allow that to trump all ' 

construction work," he said. 

Rambo also remembers the project 

running very smoothly. Because of four 
years of planning and construction, no 

school days were ever missed because of 

the project. 

But LaGreta knows that this project 

will be very different in one important 

way. When he was at Central, there were 

only 2,000 students attending the school. 

Now, the number is much bigger 

than that. 

"I don't envy them," LaGreta 

said. 

ew gym space just luck, department chair says 
By Matt Wynn 

The gym addition is proba

one of the most important 

s of the renovation project, 

trcd Athletic Director Paul 

i ngton said. 

The addition, which will 

bly end up using about $2 

lion of the money allocated 

Central's renovations, will 

the New Gym (room 050) 

ut 56 feet closer to 20th Street. 

Several aspects of the addi-

are still up in the air, 
nington said . 

For one, the idea of a gym 

ition has still not been com

approved by the Board of 

ca tion. It is in the final 

of approval. and will 

bly go through, but there is 

a chance that it never will get 

the planning stage, 
nington said. 

If the gym addition is built, 

there are still numer-

questions that will need to 

nswered before the project is 

There is still .a question about 

ctly what the surface of the 

gym floor will be. 

Right now, the floor has a 

almost rubber-like surface 

t is not conducive to playing 

ketball games in the Central 

But one proposed part of the 

addition would include 

pletely refurbishing the New 

including a brand new 

floor, Pennington said. 

The change would not only 

include the addition to the ath

letic wing, but the existing gym 

floor as well. According to a 

source at DLR, the architect of 

the project, the cost of re-flooring 

the gym would be around 

$300,000. 

However, even if the gym 

did receive a new floor more pro

pitious to playing home games, 

the school could still not host 

games, Pennington said. 

The New Gym is built in 

such a way that the school would 

not be able to host horne games 

at any time in the near future, 

Pennington said. 

The lobby for the New Gym 

is too small to hold all of the vis

itors who would attend. Also, 

there is no functional location to 

place a ticket booth. 

"The lobby we have is way 

too small," Pennington said. "We 

would need a whole new lobby 

along the north side of the build

ing to make it big enough." 

With the proposed new 

addition, the architects have left 

room for development. But to 

complete a new lobby along the 

north side, almost $750,000 

would be required, Pennington 

said. 
Even if that money could be 

raised, however, there would 

still be problems. 

"Parking is always a concern 

with home games," Pennington 

said. "There is simply not 

enough parking to accommoda te 

the crowd that attends home 

games, and it doesn't seem likely 
that there will be." 

The gym addition will be 

three stories tall. The top story is 

presumably going to be used 

much as both the New and Old 

Gyms are used now. 

The top story will be nothing 

more than a 56-foot extension of 

the existing new gym, 

Pennington said. 

The second story, however, 

will be flush with the existing 

boys~ locker room. The exit 

along the east wall of the boys' 

locker room will enter into what 

is proposed to be a new weight 

room-three times the size of the 

existing one. 

Due to the slope of the lot 
. one extra story will be built 

underneath the proposed weight 

room. 

That floor will most likely be 

devoted to Aerobics and 

wrestling, Pennington said. 

The fact that the athletic 

wing is gaining three extra sto

ries of space is causing some dif

ficulties in the planning stage. 

"The original bond issue 

was only supposed to include 

the air conditioning and cafete

ria additions," Joe McMenamin, 

athletic chairman said . "So some 

of this is a little sketchy." 

McMenamin said it is no 

secret that Central's athletic 

department is not well

equipped. While he realizes that 

the bond is specifically' for other 

areas of the building, he said the 

athletic department's chance to 

gain space is pure luck. 

In preliminary meetings, the 

original renovation committee 

batted around several different 

concepts for the renovation . 

Towards the middle of the proj

ect, only two real options 

remained. 

One option involved leaving 

the existing cafeterias on the 

fourth floor and simply adding 

to the equipment. But it was 

deemed impractical. 

Already, food and equip~ 

ment is shuffled back and forth 

between the first and top floors. 

The school decided that, to 

alleviate this problem, they can 

POSSIBLE LOBBY AREA 
(FUNDS NOT RAISED) 

EXISTING GYM 
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add a kitchen to the West side of 

the Old Gym and renovate the 

Old Gym into a cafeteria . 
This eliminates the need for 

hvo kitchen and makes for a 

more efficient dining area . 

"Really, we just got lucky," 

McMenamin said. "We're getting 

some new space, and the school 

is getting a better cafeteria." 

I 

\ ",!/.) 
PROPOSED 

GYM 
(2 LEVELS 

BELOW) 

Plans courtesy of DLR GROUP 

The top floor of the proposed gym addition. The top floor may even have w~en floors 
installed. The middle floor, directly beneath the gym, is currently cast as a weight room, 

and the bottom level will probably be used for wrestling and aerobics. 
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" 1 h"· L C l' fi A m addition and a cafeteria addition Besides air conditionIng, there are severa t lngs In store lor entra suture. gy . 
be built to better accomodate the growing student body. A new loading dock will be constructed to ~elp sp~ed up ~eh 

les. The gym may even allow the school to host home basketball games someday. Central's future IS definltely bnght. 

Photo by QUENTIN LUENINGHOENERITHE REGISTER 

A photo of the existing northwest corner. A glass 
shell will be built to house the current doorway 
into the school, and a loading dock addition will be 
installed on the bottom level. 

Benefits 
The proposed renovations will have a major impact on 

the school. The school will receive several new facili

ties. Here's a quick look at just some of the new facil-

ities Central will receive. 

KITCHEN: The current kitchen simply does not 

have enough space (0 accomodate cooking food for 

the 2,700 students at Central . 

GYM SPACE: To make use of the new kitchen, the 

cafeteria has (0 be moved to the Old Gym. This means 

a gym space the size of the Old Gym must be added 

on to the New Gym. Since there is a slope, the school 

will gai n two floors of new gym space. 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER: When the cafeterias are 

moved, the fourth floor will be vacated. A technology 

center will be bui lt in its place. 

ELEVATORS: For the gym addition and the kitchen 

addition, two new elevators must be added. 

CLASSROOMS: With the addition of a technology 

center to the fourth Aoor, much of the third side on 

the third Aoor will be vacated, producing extra class

room space. 

,', 

Drawing by CONNOR MEIGSITHE REGI 

A Central artist's rendition of the future northwest corner of the building, showing what the kitchen/loading dock 

addition may look like according to architectural drawings. 

Construction may start as soon as March 
By Matt Wynn 

The final step of Central's renovations 

will tentatively begin next March, principal 

Gary Thompson said. 
Phase Two will include the cafeteria 

addition to the west side of the building, the 

gym addition to the east side of the building, 

the air conditioning installment and various 

classroom changes a round the building, 

Thompson said. 
This step of the renovation is still very 

much in its planning phase, and nothing 

about it is set in stone. Yet Terry Page, con

struction manager at Jacobs Facilities, said he 

is more than confident tha t the proposed 

changes will be approved by the school 
board. 

If the changes are approved, there are 

several aspects of the project that will need to 

be addressed, Thompson said . 

For onc, during the second stage of the 

project the school will be undergoing major 

interior renovations . Since du ctwork for air 

conditioning is being done in the ceilings of 

classrooms, classrooms will have to be evac

uated to accommodate the construction, 

Page said. 

"Students can't be in with contractors. 

Period . You can't be around them; you can't 

be with them. They can't do the physical 

overhead work while you guys are there," 
Page said. 

To make sure that students are nowhere 

nea r the construction, entire sides of the 

building may have to be shut down to stu

dents, Page said . 

"Idea lly, we could shut down an entire 

floor, but that's simply not feasible," he said. 

Thompson said he is still considering 

different ways to alleviate the problem of 

having students and major construction in 

the same building. So far no final decisions 

have been made, but it is clear that there will 

have to be some major guideline changes. 

"You guys have to be funneled around 

there. The only way you can get in I to a con
struction zone] is if you want to," Page said. 

Neither the district nor the school has 

made any final decisions about phasing the 

project, either, Thompson said; though they 

are currently holding meetings to finalize a 

plan. 
It is generally assumed the additions to 

the exterior of the building will begin this 

spring so that construction crews ca n have 

the longest period of warm months in which 

to work in, Page said. 

But as far as classroom vacations, major 

room renovations and other large projects, 

no decisions have been made. 

Another issue that ha s not been finalized 

is the surface of the additions to the school. 

One option the district has is to build the 

additions with a pre-cast cement mold, very 

much like the exterior of the existing gym 

wing. Or they could use a stone exterior that 

is not a direc t match to any of the existing 

building. 

The-ca feteria addition and gym addition 

will be made of different materials, 

Thompson sa id. 

But no matter what the exterior looks 

like, it will have to be compliant with rules 

governing the school's status on the National 

Historic Register. That means the exterior of 

the building cannot look too out of place 

with the ex isting walls and historical parts of 

the building, such as th e hallways, cannot be 
altered. 

One area of the school that will look 

slightly more modern is where the dock 

doors are currently loca ted on the west side 

of the school, right next to the football field. 

That area will be extended several feet 

closer to the fi eld and enclosed in a glass cas
lng, Thom pson said. 

B3 83' B3 B3 El3 83 83 

If the current pl an is adopted, the 

floor will be undergoing major chan ge~ 

The west cafeteria will hopefulll' 

altered to house three computer aided ,1 

ing rooms, and th e north cafeteria \\I II' 

changed to hold two technology 

Thompson said. 

Thompson said he was hoping to \ bt" 

evacuated kitchen space for more " 
rooms, but the cei lings are too low fUI . 

plan to work. 

"Instead, it could be offices, it could 

storage. If we get seven more spaces, II" 

have gotten more than we e x~ ' ec: 

Thompson sa id. 

When Technology and CAD i\lllIT 

move up to the fourth floor, most of the ,Ia,: 
rooms on the third side of the third stor\' I I~ 

be emptied. 

Thompson sa id there are no pl il n~ II 

future uses of these rooms. 

"We despera tely need at least l) l1e ;L 

ence room, but ... everyone's tryi ng tIl f: 

their hands on some extra space," he ~, liJ 

Extra space provided by the r en (l\dL ~ 

is not going to be assigned until afte l t. 

project is completed, Thompson said . 

, Part of the reason for this is there I,'il l 

no extra money to make specia I t\ LI,l~ 

rooms. 

"There truly is not going to be al1\ iri ~ 

in this thing a t all ," Thompson sa id . "It 

when th is thing is over, is going tll bl 

bunch of she lls. It will be nothing bu t \\'.1]' 

floors and ceilings. But they will be ,l ir·"l: 

ditioned. That 's the only major differcnce 

Currently the project is under rel 'iel l . 

the school board , Thompson sa id . After 1\1; 

the project wi ll be put up for bid to I Mill; 

construction companies . From th~ r \ 

Thompson and a handful of others willl1 hl~ 

the final decision about what colllpanic" r 

right for the job. 

*These plans are not definite, as many plans are still in cOlI/l1Iittee or beillg decided UpOlI at tire di~t rid ' 

An architect's rendition of the future view of Central looking from Daven rt s ." . 
tion to the right. The gym will gain an extra floor underneath the curreni:otto:e~~ ~~e gym addition IS shown to the I-:ft, and the kitchenlloading dock addi
turn out to be an area used for wrestling and Aerobics, while the middle level .11 e b ~e to the slope of ~he gro~~d gomg to the left_ The bottom level may 
be used as an all-purpose gym space. WI pro a Iy be used for welght~trammg classes. The top level will continue to 
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Bring a friend to Garbos in the 

Market (11th and Jones streets) 

on any Tuesday now until 

Homecoming between 3 and 5 

p.m. and receive TWO 

HAIRCUTS for the price of 

one. This offer is good 

for Central students 

only, so make sure 

to bring your 

activity card 

and a friend. For Tuesdays 

GarbOS t~e Market 

Phone: 346-4645 1027 Jones Street Open M/W IF 9-8, T ITh 9-9 and Saturdays S -3 
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"Every day I walk into Michael's room and am so happy to see that he's smiling at me," his mother 
Michelle Blazier said. "At one point I was scared to death that I would walk into his room and he would be 

still. Just laying there, and I would have lost him." PAGE 6 

Cover Stor), 
More pro-anorexia websites are pop
ping up everyday, and more teenag
ers are signing on. Eating disorders 
have embraced the 21 st century, 
and some teens are not prepared to 
put up a fight. PAGE 16 

CoVER IllUSTRATION BY LuENINGHOENER 

Students have alwavs been reauire to our-

Complications 
By PAULA SALHANY 

6 Seventeen-year-o ld Michelle Blazier (left) gave binh to a 

ch ild in desperate need of organ transplants, Today, she still 

deals with the tri als of raising a child wi th severe physical ail

ments, 

Drinking: A Crash Course 
By DouG MEIGS 

10 Kim Elliott lost a close frie nd to drunk driving, T his 

yea r, she transferred to Central to get away from a social 

atmosphere dominated by alcohoL 

Far From Home 
By DoUG MEIGS 

20 Sudanese immigrant C hang Ruach came to America 

to escape civil war. But adapting to American culture is 

proving more difficult than this Central senior thoughL 

IIJ ~ ~.~ ii i~i I ~~i t.i 
4 VOICES 

Missionary travels country changing perceptions 

By DANIELLE ROLLINS 

13 EXTRANEOUS PHRASES 
Government steals from Ame rica's young people 

By DoUG MEIGS 

14 EDUCATION 
Taking the road less traveled By DANIELLE ROLLINS 

23 TECHNOLOGY 
Thin is in By STEVE PACKARD 

25 PINK, PLASTIC FLAMINGOS 
Senior fixes houses on Navajo reservation 

By EMILY NEUMANN 

26 STYLE 
Dress Code vs, Individuality By PAULA SALHANY 

32 THEY'LL ALL LAUGH AT YOU 
Sleep deprivation causes drug-like behavior 

By DANIEll[ ROLLINS 
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The Edge is published with 

the Register, momhly, Sept. 
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Street, Omaha, NE 68102. 
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.--------tl letter from the edito 
Dear Reader, 

Hello. My name is Danielle 
Rollins and I am the editor of a 
brand new publication a t 

Centra l High School. 

shoot for the top in every issue 

and with every story. 

our. readers. The staff will t il~t 

topICS that o ther hIgh schOlll , 
afraid to to uch . Th a t i ~ 1\ 

Cen tra l High Journali sm I, 

about. 
This is volume one, issue 

one of The Edge, an in-depth 
featu re magazine of the Omaha 
Central High School Register. 
Both publica ti ons will be 
distributed at the same time. 

The Edge is not ano th e r 

newspaper; it is a publica tion that 
takes an in -depth look a t the 
people and events that take place 
in and around Central High. 

We present ou r in formn. 

clearly and accurately dnL! . 

pride in covering every P ll'~ 
angle. . 

The name "The Edge" ca me 

from our staff's desire to present 
the most cutting-edge coverage 
possible in hi g h sc hool 

journalism. 

Like the Register, The Edge 

staff wi ll cover hard-hitting and 
emo ti on a l events and topics 

teens deal w ith every day. 

If you have any ql1e ~ti ur , 

suggestions, bring them b\' rl 
315 o r email th em tll ' lh 

register@ops.org 
This issue deals with a wide 

varie ty of to pics, cove ring 
everything from eating disorders 

to civil war. 

We want to hear fro m I 'U, 

Thank you, 

As with the Reg is ter, we 

promise to go for the gold and 

Our goa l is to infor m, 

entertain, enlighten and educate 

Danielle Rollins 

Editor 

--I letters ~------- 

Lunch lines too stressful 
Dear Ed itor, 

C 
entrallunches in the courtyard are ridiculous. 

Half the time there are not enough seats to sit 
on, or not enough room at your table to fit every

one in. 
Ea ting in the courtyard might be more pleasant 

if there were more chairs and larger tables. 
Lunch lines might go a lot faster if there was 

another line. 
Even when you get to lunch right after the bell 

rings you have a slim to none chance of finding 

somewhere to sit. 
That is pathe tic, not to mention chaotic and 

stressful. 
Katie Mapes, 10 

Dress code goes too far 
Dear Editor, 

I think that students express themselves freely by 
wearing clothes that either fit their personality 

or are just a favorite color. 
Dr. Thompson, principal, reminds us on a daily 

basis about the school dress code. And why is that? 
Does it affect the learning of the students? Does 

it draw attention to students who wear what they 
like? There are people who are called weirdos or 
freaks because of the dark clothing or different color 

hair, but is that a problem? No! 
I think that students should be able to wear 

whatever they like, as long as it's clothing. I also 
think that if the way that we, the students, express 
ourselves in clothing or whatever is affecting the 
learning of others, then high schools should just 
make students wear uniforms. 

Everybody would be dressing alike, which 
would allow the teacher not to be "distracted" by 

what students wear. 
Uniforms would be simple and less complicat-

ing for the teachers and staff. The teachers an: 

would not have to constantly remind young, 
about sleeveless shirts or short shorts or jll, 

kind of provacative clothing. 
Administrators would also not hrll'e I 

young men about sagging pants or short", 
ing with absurd writing or pictures, ga ng-rt 

colors and anything that the staff has tll rt 

people about. 
Ashley Pinkerton, 10 

Congrats to journalis 

Dear Editor, 

C ongratu lations to all Reg is ter an 

book staff members for their ex trenwl' 

cessful year last year. 
Winning a national championship is \'e 

pressive and Central should be proud of it, 

nalism department. The only question is: Car 

top last year? 
What else is there to win? 
Hopefully the standards of this year II 

even higher than last year's. Good luck l 

Claire McGuire, 10 

Freshmen day good i 
Dear Editor, 

l am a freshman at Central now and I him 

enjoyed Central and have already learne 
The main thing that I have found that is a 

idea is to have only freshman start the fir; 

This really helped us get ready for the new 
ence of a new school and even more imp 
we've moved on to a bigger and better high 
I think that is a good idea to have freshman 

first day all by themselves because this gaw 
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l lllt' full day to find our way around school and 

tl' fi nd our classes before 1,600 other students 

\\'l' re there. 
This also gave us an extra day to get to know 

l 'lI t tL'achers and their expectations. I really have 

Ill' complaints about our school other than it is 
ill )!, but we can all get through that. 

Lynnsey Danker, 9 

PE classes waste time 
L)l',l r Ed i tor, 

I don't believe that s tudents at Central 

,illluid be required to take two years of gym. 

rhL're is really no point to it. 
I could understand if it was reduced to one 

Il'el r, but still that is more than necessary. 

Most students do not have gym or physical 

L,dll cation requirements for their career paths. 
I though t high school courses were de

,ihl1L'd to help students achieve future career 

j ", " ll ~. 
l ~ If gym is not a part of that, then it is a big 

\\,l~ te of time for those of us who could be tak

li1h mure important classes. 
I Also, many students participate in school, 

C "I i t' ~ not Ii ke they never get exercise. 

I understand taking four years of band is 

,ii,,' ,I n llpt ion, but that could also be four years 

,'I ", menne's life was ted on something she 

,!,'\', i1' t necessarily need to be doing. 

c,' lInething needs to be done abou t this 

Ill" ,1 1,,,.,5, uselss and meaningless problem. 

Kate Johnson, 10 

1 !\1ore parking needed 
1\ 

\'11 I'd itnr, 

Ir If] ,' rv ()ne knows that finding a parking spot 

lC ,l t Central is very difficult to do. Seniors, 

'I'" i.l ll y, have been fighting and paying exor

'1!.lll t ,l lllounts of money for severa l years just 

I' 1',J[' i-- their ca rs. 

• 

If this school and the system to which it 
belongs is such a bastion of fairness and liber

alism, perhaps it should switch the current 

policy to granting permits on a semestral basis. 
Another lottery second semester with the 

first semester occupants withdrawn from the 

pool would definitely be the more equalitarian 
solution, as it would spread out the cost and 

allow more seniors to enjoy the elusive luxury 
of a free parking space. 

Sloan Dawson, 12 

Leave pop machines on 

Dear Editor, 

T here is one s mall, but relevant thing 
that makes me somewhat angry about 

school. 

Everyday, they turn the vending machines 
off during the lunch hours. 

That way, if you want a soda or something 

during lunch, you must buy it much earlier, and 
it cannot be cold. 

I realize that you can buy juice, water, or 
chips in the lunch lines, but they are so crowded 

at times that people don't desire to stand in them 
for the majority of the lunch period. 

I wish that they would tum the vending 
machines on to reduce this problem. 

Ally Gumbiner, 10 

ROTC questioned 
Dear Editor, 

T hirty years ago, when bringing 

pocket knives to school was legal , 
America's military was preparing for a long, 
bloody war in Vietnam. 

Supplying the demand for sold iers, ROTC 

(Reserve Officer Training Corp.) popped up on 

the campuses of high schools across the nation. 

However, today in a post-Columbine soci

ety, when one of my friends bragged to me about 

( MY SALON 

Studio #2 

S. 144th st. 

his assassination skills, well, I started wonder

ing about the merits of ROTC. 
I asked a Sergeant I saw standing in the hall

way why Central needs ROTC, and more im

portantly, wha t it teaches. 
After a long, not to mention 

awkward pause, she replied in 

a lecturing tone, 
"Respect, It teaches re

spect." 

ROTC may teach "re
spect," but students do 

not seem to want to learn 

it. The majority of people in pickle suits on 

Wednesdays tell me their in ROTC to get out of 

gym. 
John Owens-Reams, 10 

Students clog hallways 
Dear Editor, 

The one thing I hate about Central is all the 

people who stand in front of the hall 
doors and talk. Get out of the way! 

I do however like all of the clubs and 

sports offered a t Central. 
Thomas Byrne, 10 

Concept of gym unclear 
Dear Editor, 

The purpose of this letter is to express my 
frustration. I do not understand why we 

must complete two years of gym for gradua

tion. Qui te frankly, the concept escapes me. 

What does the school board expect to get 

out a forcing high school students to take gym. 
1 can see maybe one year, but two? 

It takes away from another elective stu

dents could take that would help them later in 
life. 

Hones tly, how will gym for two years in 
high school help my later in life? 

Abby Franklin, 10 • 

Any newcomer: Bring this AD 

in from the Sept./Oct.issue and 

receive a FREE SODA with a 

purchase of any flour taco and 

chips Omaha NE, 68137 

ph (402) 891-9644 Just 112 mile from Central Dine in/Carry-out 

MONAY-SATURDAY 11-9 

33rd & California 342-0212 
'a:., .. .:::::, ...... ::..-. ..;::::;::..,.: --...::::..~::.:::.:::..-----------------' 
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Bane Raziel, who considers himself a missionary, is treking the country trying to change perceptions. His next stop is De 

STORY BY D AN IELLE R OLLINS 

, , I was the kid who 

was always shak

ing, the typical 

freak kid., , 

He was dressed in black and 

he carried an umbrella, though it 
was not raining. His hair was long 

and covered his eyes and he com
plained because he didn't want to 
have his picture taken before he had 

a chance to wash it. 
He was tall, but he walked with 

his head bowed, as though not to 
look anyone in the face. He dressed 
differently but he didn't seem 

aware of the stares. Maybe he was 
just used to them by now. 

He wouldn't give his real name, 

he wouldn't even say it. Currently 
he is in the process of getting it 
changed to Bane Raziel. 

Raziel calls himself a drifter, a 
traveler, a missionary. He said that 
he has been traveling since he was 

18, never staying anywhere for 

more than a few months, somt' ti 

not more than a few days. 
Raziel was born in Texas i1l1 d 

the age of thirteen he moved ttl 
farm in Indiana. He said that hi, . 

in Indiana was not a good 1:' \ ' 

ence for him. People did not a, 

the way that he dressed and t 

things that he said to them. 
"1 have this weird thing \\. 

I tell the truth and they get pi .. 
off," he said . 

Raziel said both of his pa . , 

were hippies and his father W ,l 

"metal head." Growing up, he 

he always wore black, bu t th 

spikes and studs didn't wr a ~ ' hi 
wrists and neck until he was at 
twelve. 

He said it was at about that t· 

he started to listen to his dad ' ~ 



"l,l rd:=; il nd heavy meta l music. 

"I broke most of m y dad 's v iny ls I p layed 

h,'111 ~(l much," he sa id . 

Ili~ father died when he was s ti ll young. 

. l' lin,d with hi s mother a nd stepfathe r for 
"dl t 

, " I (I t hi!:> life. 
, I k ~,lid his step fa ther was a redneck, but 

, 11I ~l ' hL' defended him in fron t of the other 

,~,~;1t 'l b oi thL' omIlluni ty he was a ll ri ght. 

I hn lllhh most o f hi s childhood he had no 

,,'I1,h. I iL' wo uld go for weeks without talking 

"I[ll" ill', indud ing parents, teachers and class

"Ill:' Hl' ~,lid he was the commo n target for 

"Ii, 1I1l' fn llll thL' children at school. 

1 hl' llthL' I" kid~ cons tantly to rmented him 

""lli 'l' hL' was d iffe ren t and q u iet. 

I \\',lS the kid who was a lways s haking," 

,l/ ll,1 ~clid . "The ty p ica l freak kid. " 

lit' ,1ttr ibutes becom ing involved in the 

rL[[ d r,'li g ion to the hard time he was g iven by 

,_ f,,"'I"~. At age seven, Raz ie l becam e a w itch , 

I it' ~,l id hL' became mterested m It a t s uch 

11 ,,,HI\" ,1hl' beca use he wanted to cu rse people 

Ihi h'I~' l' tl'iL'pcl thy so he could cause fig h ts a nd 

.lrl Ihl' people w ho hurt h im. 

I Ie' bL' lil'I'es he accom p lished m an y of the 

"Ii, Ih,lt hl' set when hL' orig ina lly s tarted. 

1~.lI ll'l was a druid witch for seven a nd a ha lf 

, ,'_ Ill' ~,lid he L'ventually go t o ut of it beca use 

1,,11 Ih,lt thL' life no longer made sense , 

I '" ~clid he didn' t like know ing he could kill 

"C:' 1, 11 ill the druid re ligion , fo llowers worship 

"l ,) II'it h ,l il ax. He didn't like the fee ling o f 

l ,qL~I Ilh to sOIllething and not hav ing a cho ice 

h'lI! It. 
'I h,)t tired of getting u p every day a nd hea r-

1~ I "ll' rl' mine and the re's nothing you ca n do 

h'lIl it,'" hL' sa id , 

\tlL' r he gclVe up the druid lifesty le, Raz ie l 

,'(.I!11l' illl'o lved in several different churches 

1<\ Il"ld many tra ns la tio ns o f the Bible a lo ng 

1111 "l lwr books abo ut re lig ion and fa ith . 

"I Wc1S il ' t a fo llower o f God , I jus t ha d a lo t 

I "lll'~ tio n s," he sa id . 

' IlL' 1\',lsvery cu rious abo ut re lig ion and God 

C:l'l1 l'1"a l, but couldn ' t get a stra ig ht answer 

"m ,IIlV(lIle, 

1\,l/'il' l sa id in hi s life tim e h e h as b een 

, ll!11 l1lllnitca ted from 12 churches. 
I I .. .. ... : .. .,J .. h ", .. "" , h a r\ r" r,...u'· h n. '=lIco J.... ,..." ......1 ....., .. Ar .. ; ,.... ...... p 

"I WdS il ' t a fo llower o f God , I jus t ha d a lo t 

I "lI,,~ tio n s," he sa id. 

Il l' \\'dSve ry curio us abo ut religion and God 

C:l'll(' ra l, but couldn't get a stra ig ht answer 

" Ill ,1I1vone. 

R,l/ie l sa id in his life time h e h as b een 

,,' Ill!11 l1nitca ted from 12 churches. 
r J .. . . ... ; , .,J .. h ""'l t- , ... , h o 1"'\ r" ,n.r h n '=lIc L,.. ...... ,...I ,..., .. n.r .. ; ,... ...... p 

' I 1\'c1sn' t a fo llo w e r o f God , I jus t had a lo t 

l' l lll' ~tio n s," he sa id. 

' I iL' \\' ,lsve ry curious abo ut re ligion and God 

~l' I1('r'l l , but couldn' t ge t a stra ight answer 

"Ill cl il vone. 
1\,1 I 'il' I sa id in hi s life time h e h as bee n 

,1l1lll1l lln itcil ted from 12 churches. 
I I . " ... :A .. 1 .... "1 .. , . ., h o _ ru r", ... h n. '"Joco L- n ri ...... .. nr .. ; ,.... ..... t .. 

"I \\'ds n' t a fo llower o f God , I jus t had a lo t 

i ' llI,,,,t ions," he sa id . 

Ill' \\',lSve ry curious abo ut relig io n and God 

~"I1 l'ra l , but couldn' t get a stra ight answer 

"Ill .ll1vonc. 
1\,l/'il' l sa id in hi s life tim e h e h as b ee n 

" ","n [lIl it, iltpd from 12 chur, hps. 

food and clo thing. 

He sa id Nebraska is a g rea t p lace to 

be ho m e less. People always give him 

food , a nd since he arri ved he has been 
we ll fed . 

Raz iel said he would lea \'e 

Oma ha un Friday, Sept. 7. 

H e didn ' t belie\'L' this \,vas the 

p lace for him clnd he doesn't p lan on 

corning back. 

Omaha is one of the leas t least ac

cepting places he has ever \ ' isited, He 

sa id the peop le he re are incrediblv 

narrowmind l'd and tha t they do not a~-
cep t him. . 

His next p lanned stop is Denver, ! 
thoug h he doesn' t p lan on stay ing I 

the re lo ng. ( 

Raz ie l shook his head a t the 

idea of ever se ttling down. 

H e sa id h e wa nte d a fami ly 

somed ay tho ug h it is n ut a prio rity for 

him and, because he is asex ua l, a wife 

a nd children are out of the question . 

H e sa id he m a inl y wan ts a close 

group of friend s. 

Beca use of his traveling, hav ing I 

a lo t of friend s is almost an impossi

bility for him rig ht now. Ra z ie l sa id he tri es to 

keep in touch by us ing the computers at librar

ies and ema iling them . 

"The Internet is a wonderfu l thing," Rcl z ie l 

sa id . 

Ra zie l sa id he rea ll y wan ts to see Europe and 

he won' t s top trave ling until he ge ts the re . 

He sa id he thinks God has a specia l plan for 

him, tho ug h Razie l would no t say what it was, 

Bane Raz ie l picked up his umbre lla a nd wa lked 

s ilen tly fro m the roo m, h is gestures, exp ressio ns a nd 

appearance exactly li ke they w ere w hen he firs t ca me 

in. 

H e kne w he would be leav ing O m a ha in a few 

d ays, tho ug h he did n ' t know w here he would s tay o r 

w ha t he would d o w hen he reached his destina tion. 

A ll he rea ll y knew was he couldn ' t s tay here. 

" 1 ha te thi s town," Raz ie l sa id. " If my 

ca r blows up I'll wa lk [o ut] ." • 

d ays, thoug h he d id n ' t know s tay o r 

w ha t he would do w hen he reached his des tina tion. 

A ll he rea ll y knew was he couldn ' t s tay here, 

"1 ha te thi s town," Raz ie l sa id. " If m y 

ca r blows up I'll wa lk [o ut] ." • 
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