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PARKING

Students say parking is
worse than it has ever
been before, principal
disagrees.
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VINYL

More record labels

are making vinyl

releases, and more

students buying.
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vations

Photo by JOE MEYER/THE REGISTER

Ray Mullen with Ray Martin Companies welds a small
piece of pipe in the west cafeteria wall. His work will
help support mechanical piping that Ray Martin ran
during last summer’s renovations. The piping will be
used to complete the air-conditioning process.

Photo by QUENTIN LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

The building’s landscape underwent several major changes this summer. A trench was dug
from 20th Street to the school that will eventually supply the school with chilled water for
the air conditioning system.

It’s underway.
Finally.

After years of students com-
plaining and months of planning,
the Central renovations started last

summer.

[t was just small stuff; digging
some trenches, laying some pipe
and installing wiring. But it was
the beginning of a renovation that
will change the face of Central for-

ever.

For more
about the ren-
ovations, see
pages:

-2A

-9B

-20C

-25D

Also see our
special eight-
page renova-
tion pull-out
in section E.

By Matt Wynn

Last spring, students from
pll grade levels across the state
vere required to write a persua-
ive essay. The essays were to be
sraded and counted so the state
ould have an idea of what

schools were doing the best job
of teaching Language Arts and
writing skills, Tracy Wernsman,
head of Language Arts for OPS
said.

Now the results of those
tests are in. And they have
caused a little bit of controversy.

The state writing assessment
placed Central as the second best
high school for writing in the
metro area, putting the school
right underneath Burke.

But while Central scored sec-
ond in OPS, it also placed below
the state average.

Ptate writing assessment places Central second in city

Across Nebraska, most
schools had an average of 72 per-
cent of students pass the evalua-
tion.

Burke had 82 percent of its
students score above passing.

Central only had 69 percent

See WRITING, page 3

124 N. 20th Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Alumnus’ killers

released

from

Death Row

By Matt Wynn

The convicted killers of
Central alumnus Ronald
Abboud had their sentences
commuted from the death penal-
ty to life imprisonment on Aug.
1.

The State Supreme Court
said Michael Anderson and
Peter Hochstein, on death row
for 23 vyears, should have
received life sentences at a 1999
resentencing hearing because
their three-judge panel was not
unanimous.

The decision to reverse their
sentences came less than one
week after the release of a study
on the past 25 years of
Nebraska’s Death Row.

The study concluded that
the state does not significantly
discriminate based on race, sex
or economic class.

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion reduced the number of con-
victed felons on Death Row from
ten to eight. It also came less
then three weeks after Jeremy
Sheets was released from Death

Anderson Hochstein
Row into society.

The pair was convicted of
the murder-for-hire of Abboud
in 1976. Since the late 70s the
pair has been on death row after
escaping from the Douglas
County prison.

Emotions ran high after the
court released its verdict.

“l was just flabbergasted,”
RJ Abboud, Ronald’s son said.
“They’ve been on death row for
almost 25 years now. They've
been filing appeal after appéal.
And on every one they’'ve been
turned down. Until now.”

R] said he first heard news of
the event over the radio. After
that, he called the rest of his fam-
ily—his mother, brother and sis-
ter—and told them what hap-

See ABBOUD, page 7

Tragedy hits home
for some students

By Danielle Rollins

Throughout the school the
news can be heard from inside
every classroom that contains a
television.

Though a few teachers are
still holding classes as usual,
most have halted completely, all
eyes glued to the screen as a
scene of terror unfolds in a city
across the country.

Nearly everyone in the
United States was watching
when the walls of the World
Trade Center came tumbling
down and now, at Central High
School, students and teachers
alike are wondering what to
think of this tragedy.

Sophomore Autumn
Golonka said that she was dev-
astated when she heard.

Golonka’s sister works at the
World Trade Center and on
Tuesday, when the plane hit, she
was in the building.

Golonka said that her family
hasn’t made contact with her sis-
ter or anyone who would be able
to tell them her sister’s condi-

tion. She said that her family is
in a state of disbelief.

“They’re holding their
breath, maybe she is in the hos-
pital, maybe she hasn’t had a
chance to call us.” Golonka said

She said that she had cousins
who worked in the World Trade
Center as well. She said that her
family has only heard from one
distant cousin since the tragedy.

Though not all of the stu-
dents are directly tied to the vic-
tims of the tragedies in New
York and Washington, they are
all affected by the events.

Carol Hipp, social studies
department head, said that
many students do not realize
how that the events affect them.

“It can never be the same,”
Hipp said, “you will never have
the same amount of freedom as
you had before yesterday [Sept.
11].”

] She said that the acts of ter-
rorism performed on the United
States on Sept. 11 have caused
the nation great fear. Many citi-

See REACTIONS, page 4

S Duesins: Thester 7= Tragedy Bl e S e
Students have alcohol at Dundee Theater has = People across the city Hall of FaM@..coeeveneee 6A Homecoming.....osees 24C
school functions. The been in business for still coming to grips InSight....ccrmnssseneennnes OB  Sports.......ccsssssssens ;os ll:;
school should take more almost 70 years. Much - with the terrorist attacks Pﬂm‘?d“‘z“p"'“"'ig: Fsd""h.v;::"'_':_'_'_': ::: 31D
responsilibility for their has changed, but film is | in NYC. Special in- E:r"::‘ ........ mlsﬂ Renovations 2001...33E
actions. still the same. L. | depth section. A & Eeovcreronnensessans 17C  Asbestos......cocsesnss 35E
INSIGHT, 16B A &E, 24C ! NEWS, 4-5A Calendar.......cceuriees 18C Central's future.......40E

——————_—;




CALENDAR

THE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL REGIST

2A  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2001

Junior volunteers
during summer

By Aaron Maurice

Junior Vanessa Brutsche volunteered for the
United Way Youth Volunteer Corps this summer like
she has since the age of 12.

The volunteering group worked for six hours a
day, five days a week, for two to four weeks depend-
ing on the duration of the session. Sixty people par-
ticipated last summer, including three from Cent;:al.

The group would meet every day and then decide
where they would help. The volunteer corps served
dinner at the Siena Francis House, maintained flow-
ers at the Botanical Gar-
dens, and did various
jobs at the zoo.

The group would
then split up into
smaller work groups
and then went to differ-
ent places. She worked
with nearly every per-
son involved in the pro-
gram at one point in the
summer.

Brutsche enjoyed do-
ing many jobs with the
group. One of her favor-

; ite tasks was tending
Brutsche flowers. Many places
needed this service
done, but few people kept up the landscapes during
the rest of the year.

Brutsche said that her favorite place to work was
at the Henry Doorly Zoo. She maintained flowers as
well as did various jobs in the Jungle.

She liked the Jungle the best because of all the va-
riety of animals present. She said the zoo was a great
place to work.

The experience helped her decide if she would
pursue any of the jobs she did over the summer as a
possible field of interest.

“| found out that I liked doing things that I never
thought I would even try,” Brutsche said.

She said that the summer volunteering helped her
gain good work experience. She said that the volun-
teering was a definite plus on any application for a
job or college.

Brutsche intends to keep working over the sum-
mer with the United Way Youth Volunteer Corps until
she graduates high school. She said it looked fun
when she first started nearly five years ago, and has

been working there ever since.

Student donates | September

. ' . ' Future Business Leaders of America |
tl me a t h OS p 1 t al FBLA met for the first time on Wednesday, September 5. FBLA meets every other Wednes-

RENOVATION
2001

Kyle Curtis digs up the
west lawn during this
summer’s renovations.
The first phase of the
project was completed
throughout the summer.
The second part of the
project will continue in
March with the construc-
tion of the new gym addi-
tion. For complete cover-
age of this summer’s
work and an advance look
at what the school thinks
the final project will look
like, see pages 33-40.

day after school. The club is actively trying to recruit new members, sponsor DeLayne
Havlovic said. Members have many events planned, including a state leadership semi-
nar.

By Aaron Maurice

Junior Jessi Reiss volunteered at First Immanuel
Hospital because she thought it would be a good ref-
erence for a resume or college application. = =
She worked one day a week as a cashier in the gift Amerlca“ TeChHOIogy Honor SOCIety
store, helped children in the child-development sec- American Technology Honor Society met for the first time on Tuesday, Sept 11. Member-
tion, and delivered mail to the many patients in the ship is based on teacher recommendation. The group’s goal is to promote technology
hospital. literacy and have fun.

The job was unique to anything Reiss had ever
done. Many of the people she saw were at their most
desperate time. They were sick or ill to the point

where many would not even help. French CIUb
. Reiss did not like the : ; French club had its first event of the new school year on Thursday, Sept 13. The picnic

work at first and even featured fun and food, sponsor Jeffrey Sill said. The club has monthly events planned

wanted to quit after she Py : ;
hat ot her 100 howrs of that range from a progressive dinner to a Mardi Gras celebration.

service she promised to
the hospital. She said

that the work was not Skateboarding Club
fun or worth it. I 8 The first-year skateboarding club had its second meeting Tuesday, Sept 18. The club is

“I really wanted to f . . i ik : ;
quit,” Reiss said. an open forum flor people who enjoy skateboarding, group sponsor Christine Mills said.
’ The club’s goal is to have a club that is run by the members. The group plans to have

After a while, though, field tri K .
she liked helping those ield trips to skate parks and other activities.

who had no one else to
turn to. It seemed like

= she was doing some- Hiking club ‘
eiss thing good for people. Qi g i .
“T ot o mezt pgople Hiking club had its first hike on Wed, Sept 19, group sponsor Mike Pederson said. Mem-

whio were i, Thiey i1 me thelr e stoce Ros bers hiked around the Fontenelle Forest area. Hiking club have many more hikes sched-
said Ay DR uled for weekends and after school on Wednesdays.

Reiss said that many people would talk for hours
about their life. They had very little to do during the

day. The only contact with people usualy were people
who volunteered like Jessi Reiss, and the nurses and 0 cto be r
doctors who made their daily rounds.

Her favorite job was delivering the mail to patients

around the hospital. Most people would talk to her
because she came in the room and then she would Math C|ub

listen to what they said. Most of the people she saw
had few or no visitors during the day. Math Club wil have its first competition on Thursday, Oct 4, 2001 at Omaha North High
Reiss was able to get the opportunity to volunteer School. The club is currently practicing for this competition. They meet twice a month.
through Central High School. She saw an application On Sept 5, Math Club elected officers. For more information, please contact Amanda

on the schedule board near the counseling offices. She Beery.

filled outand turned in the application, and then had
an interview at Immanuel with her parents. She

passed the interview and then chose one day a week

to work for three hours a night. HALL OF FAME
The job presented many challenges, but was a gaod Abanquet will be held at 6:30 in the Courtyard for all eleven of the new inductees into

e.xperience ir‘\ Beerid st Yo el Sgoitbuli tht.i‘ antral High Hall of Fame. Among this year’s honored is “Doc” Moller, a previous
tfme. She said that it was less of a job and more of a priveipao’ Central. Alan Heegena Nobel Frize e e
Sneicteon i | nent operatic soprano. ’ '

She said that the time spent at the hospital is good
for not only her, but also the people she helps. Reiss

:gi{:ﬂlethat tthet plititents really felt touched just to have Men,s Chorus
one to talk to. : i urs
Jessi Reiss still volunteeres at the hospital because i IR Tueadaye and Th days from 3:00 t0 3:30. The club will

she enjoys the time. ;vset:for;le new members for their University of Nebraska Men’s Chorus Festival on Oct
“Itis worthu it 50166 she said. - For more information, please contact Lynn Bouma.

Group start
year off earl

Student Democrats have map,
activities planned for the upcomi,
school year, club member Brian
Fahey said.

The club has been meeting ¢, §
school started. It meets every
to talk about current events and di
cuss how they are important. T}
club currently has around twen
members. .

The group’s goal is to prom,
active participation in governmey
Student Democrats want teens to
derstand how the government wy,
and its inherent problems, Fah
said. i

During last year’s elections 42

Student Democrats participated 4
campaigning for national and |o
offices.

This year members are thinki§
about visiting a City Council mee
ing. They also want to take a trip
Lincoln and visit the Nebraska [ ¢y
islature to see how it functions, |

The club volunteered at th
YWCA to help prepare for the uy
coming women against violenc
month in October. They made riy
bons and organized supplies to han
out to help those in need, Fahey sai

Later in the year the club is pla

ning to host a winter-coat drive in Duf§e

cember. The club will then give the;
coats to Channel 3 for their Warm Oy
Heats coat drive, Fahey said. '

DECA to atten

state conference!

The DECA Fall Leadership Co
ference in Kearney will teach DEC,
students responsibility and ethics an
sets the tone for the rest of the vearj
events, DECA adviser Harry Gayl
said. |

The leadership conference hel;
to develop chapter leadership an
sets the guidelines and rules for f!
upcoming events, he said.

“It helps get the year started,"” |
said. J
Included in the conference even

are seminars, conferences and wor i

shops. Gaylor said that there will
better speakers this year because i
conference is being state sponsore:

This year only about 30 studen

are attending the conference. Gay i’
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said that this is because the confci§

ence is being held on October 15" a

> |
is so close to Homecoming and mid

terms.

The conferences include informs
tion on attitude, success, voluntees
ing and marketing management ar
entrepreneurship.

“Any time that you go and g
experience that other students aren
getting, you can't help but help you
self,” Gaylor said.

The conference this year wi
have around 400 participants, Gayl
said.

Decathlon to tour
Chicago museum

Academic Decathlon is plannir|
a trip to the Art Institute of Chicag
on Oct 1, sponsor Vicki Denistor
Reed said.

The club is preparing for its
gional competition in January. Fad
year a museum is chosen around t
country for the students to study.

Decathlon is planning to senf
around thirty-five students alon
with principal Gary Thompsof
Steven Bouma and Deniston-Reed 4
chaperons.

During their trip, the art museu
will be feature a touring Vincent \
Gogh exhibit.

Decathlon will tour Chicago du}
ing the morning and then visit the
museum for the rest of the day.

Program expandj

school activities

The 21* Century Learning Proje
is getting bigger and better in its s
ond year, Patti Gatzke, director of 2!
ter school programs, said. '

The project gave $12,000 !
Central'’s after school activities 12
year.

This year, the project is arrar
ing for more clubs to be started.

The new clubs are a skateboard
ing club, a Future Educators
America club, a hiking cluband a ™
botics club.

In November, the grant will al
cover the startup costs for an intrd
mural basketball league.

of s
est
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Schools prepare for asthma attacks

By Paula Salhany
Approximately 3,800 students
in OPS have some form of asthma.
Because of this and the fact

W hat many students who are diag-

nosed with this disease do not fol-
Jow their medical regime, OPS has
set up a protocol for treating life-
threatening asthma attacks or sys-

W iomic allergic reactions, said

«chool nurse Jenny Conahan.
“The protocol was set up so
that when a student is having an
1sthma attack or allergic reaction,
2 nurse can begin treatment before
1 rescue squad arrives,” she said.
‘Before, even if I knew a student

W25 having an attack, I could not

or
l] 1
> £
red
en

yle
fe

nig

a
0

legally administer any medicine.”
When a child is having an

W .thma attack, the school nurse is

required to call 911.

Then they are to evaluate the
patient looking for signs of
wheezing and shortness of breath,
['.1piL‘] heart rate and
lichtheadedness.

" If the patient shows any of
these signs, it is now legal for the
school nurse to administer an

H .sthma drug called Albuterol and

B TEST

or a drug called Epinephrine,
which reverses allergic reactions.

The protocol required
Conahan to train three other
people in the building. This makes
sure that someone in the building
is qualified to give a treatment if
Conahan was gone.

So far she has trained Charles
Williams, Jeanie Weiss and Sharon
Cooper. She plans on training
more as the year goes on.

“Being able to start treatment
assoon as possible gives me a little
piece of mind,” she said. “A lot of
people do not realize that asthma
can be life threatening.”

The protocol was set up in
OPS three years ago after two
asthma related deaths, Geri
Hansen, health supervisor for
OPS said. Since then the EpiPens
have been used eight times.

“We knew something had to
be done,” she said. “Once we de-
cided to do it, it took us a while to
getitapproved. But now the state
is looking to make it a state wide
protocol.”

She thinks that overall it has
been a good move.

Even though only 10-20 per-
cent of students with asthma even
tells the school they have the dis-
ease, some students with severe
cases of asthma have plans to help
prevent them from having an at-
tack.

Junior Andrea Wilson has a
severe case of asthma and keeps a
nebulizer in the nurses’ office. She
said it is comforting to know that
nurses are able to do something
for her if she were to have an
asthma attack.

“Having an attack is one of
the scariest things. It’s terrifying
having to fight for breath,” she
said.

Her asthma is primarily trig-
gered by cat hair but it can be trig-
gered by other things such as
mold, dust and extreme climate
shift.

Because of the asthma Wilson
has to take a nebulizer treatment
every day, two inhalers and an al-
lergy pill.

“It is really important for
people who are on asthma medi-
cine to stick to their regiment,” she
said. “Once you miss a treatment,

it's hard to get back to where you
were and the chances for having
an asthma attack is heightened.”

Asthma can be a life-threaten-
ing disease. Wilson used to be in
the hospital for weeks at a time
after an attack because she would
catch pneumonia or another dis-
ease connected to asthma.

On several occasions Wilson
almost died because of an asthma
attack.

“I was at Sea World and I be-
gan to have an asthma attack. It
was especially scary because
people didn’t know what they
were doing and I was in another
city,” she said. “Having an asthma
attack-is terrifying. You have no
control over whether or not you
are able to take another breath.”

Central is not the best build-
ing for a person with asthma. The
dust from the construction has
made it worse this year along with
the large amount of stairs and the
overall temperature of the build-
ing, Conahan said.

“Over all the protocol has
been a good thing and because of
it, lives will be saved,” she said.

Writing assessment inaccurate, principal says

From TEST, page 1
of its students pass.

Though those numbers are
disappointing to many, there is
not much concern that it means
Central is failing to teach English
as well as it should.

Principal Gary Thompson
said he thinks the results do not
accurately reflect the writing or
teaching ability of teachers.

“To compare scores based on

Jstandardized tests is, in my eyes,

foolishness,” Thompson said.

He said he thinks the test
scores should not have been
released outside of the public
school realm.

“This was supposed to be for
the experience, and not to be
reported. And there are a number
of schools that are a little angry
that someone released these
numbers,” Thompson said. “But
I think this being the first time this

Wtest was administered, that there

was a whole lot to learn.”
One problem that was raised
when the numbers were released

ug
was how the numbers should be
Maccurately compared.

Betty VanDeventer with the

Nebraska Department of
Education said she knows of no
way the results could be
compared fairly.

“There are simply too many
variables and too many
unknowns to factor it all
together,” VanDeventer said.

Terrie Saunders, English
department chairman for Central,
said she though the test was not
realistically geared towards all
grade levels or even to all schools
at  which the test was
administered.

Saunders said Central has
always had a reputation for
educating some of the best writers
in the state.

But to say that one persuasive

essay test would accurately
reflect that, she said, would be
wrong.

“What  happened to

expository, descriptive, narrative;
especially in our school?” she said.

Saunders said the English
department had no plans to
change the curriculum simply
because the school scored below
the state average.

“Unless we teach toward the

test, our kids aren’t going to do
that well,” Saunders said.

Central is not the only school
that had a problem with the test,
however.

“Central is certainly not alone
in voicing that concern,”
Wernsman said. “For the most
part, when you look at the English
curriculum, especially juniors and
seniors, we hit expository writing
more.”

Almost everyone involved
with the test said it went fairly
well, especially seeing as this was
a trial run for what will pave the
way for future writing
assessments.

“We felt pretty good about the
tests, recognizing that we didn’t
have anything to work from,”
Wernsman said.

She said one reason the
district may not have scored so
well is that recently, English
classes have started to teach
formal writing in a newly
innovated way.

The six trait writing method
is a more comprehensive way of
teaching English, Wernsman said,
but since it is new, it still is not

perfected.

In the six trait method of
teaching, students are taught six
main aspects of any formal
writing piece.

Teaching English in this
method may have contributed to
the reason Central did not score
as well as some would have liked,
Saunders said.

This will be the first year the
state writing assessment results
will officially be made public.

The grading process will be
more streamlined to ensure
fairness, Wernsman said.

This year, she said, schools
could choose whether to send
their papers off to a regional
grading location or to grade the
papers at the school at which the
tests were administered.

All OPS schools sent their
papers to the regional location,
she said.

Next year, all schools will be
required to send their scores to a
regional location.

“This will be the first year
where the scores are all
standardized,” Wernsman said.
“This will be a more reliable test.”

Collge Cotner

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

Location: Syracuse, New York

Admission: 65 percent of applicants accepted
Type: Four-year private university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 4,891 men, 5,289
women full time.

Special facilities: Lowe art gallery, audio ar-
chives, laser spectroscopy laboratories, advanced
echnology center, Institute for Sensory Research.
Freshman admissions: High school curriculum
and performance most important, followed by
SATI or ACT scores, essay, recommendations,
portfolio or audition. Interviews and alumni
relationship considered.

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, KNOXVILLE
Location: Knowxville, Tennessee

Admission: 75 percent of applicants accepted
Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 8,180 men, 7,825
women full time. '
Special facilities: Museum, 2 theaters, new
scince.engineering reaearch facility, new interna-
tional heart, largest on-campus stadium in the
U.S.

Freshman admissions: Admitted according to
scale of high school GPA and test scores. Must
have a minimum 2.25 high school GPA. Required
test score determined by GPA.

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE

Location: Warwick, Rhode Island

Admission: 71 percent of applicants accepted
Type: Four-year private technical college, coed.
Undergraduate enrollment: 1,635 men, 417
women full time.

Additional facts: B.S. degrees offered in busi-
ness, manufacturing technology, engineering
technology, computer programming, communi-
cations.

Freshman admissions: Open admission

INDIANA UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST
Location: Gary, Indiana

Admission: 80 percent of applicants accpeted
Type: Four-year public university, coed
Undergraduate enrollment: 738 men, 1,675
women full time.

Special facilities: Art Gallery

Freshman admissions: School achievement
record and test scores most important, Appli-
cants should be in top half of class.

Endless possibilities
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September 11, 2001, will forever be remembered for

the tragic events that took place. Although the true
disaster was hundreds of miles away, it hit home for
many Central students. The Register takes an in-depth
look at the events of that day and the aftershocks.

Stranded

After the FAA closed all airports in the country,
a local hotel became a camp for weary travelers

By Paula Salhany

Approximately five hundred
passengers were strand ed at
Epplev Airporton Sept. 11 because
of an alleged terrorist attack on the
United States.

Rows of cots were set up in the
ballroom of the Double Tree Hotel
by the Red Cross to accommodate
the stranded people.

Some people sat at tables eat-
ing snacks while others reserved
their cots for later. At one table a
group of women sat reading the
latest issue of the newspaper and
discussing the events of the day.

Clara McLeary from
Muscatine, lowa was on United
Hight 717
[hey had been in the air 45 min-
utes betore the plane landed.

on route to Las Vegas.

“They had just started serving,.
Soon they started picking it all
up...The stewardess came on the
intercom and said the pilot wanted
to make an announcement.

He said some of the planes had
been sabotaged and two of them
had hit the World Trade Center,”
th_' said.

By the time they landed, the
first tower of the World Trade Cen-
ter had collapsed, another plane
had crashed into the Pentagon and
a bomb had gone off outside of the
state building,

No one knew the overall extent
of the damage

McLeary was with her sister
and a group of her friends who
were on their way to Las Vegas for
a “slot tournament.”

But instead of gambling in Las
Vegas the ladies decided to take
advantage of the next best thing,
going to Harvey's casino.

After MclLeary’s plane arrived
in Omaha at about 10 o’clock, they
were able to come to the Double
Tree to settle down and have some-
thing to eat.

Mary Leng was on another

flight from Toronto destined to San
Francisco when the pilot landed
the aircraft at Eppley.

They landed at Eppley because
it was the nearest airport. The pas-
sengers were not told anything else
until the plane had landed.

“They did a fairly good job of
keeping everyone on the airplane
calm,” Leng said.

Leng would rather be back in
Toronto than in the U.S., but she
was happy there was somewhere
for her to stay.

“It’s shocking really, I still
don’t know what 1 feel about the
whole situation yet,” she said. “I
have been stuck in an airport all
dav and I didn’t really know what
was going on, so it hasn't quite
sunk in.”

Both Leng and McLeary were
able to call family and friends once
they landed to tell them they were
all right.

“They didn’t know which
plane was missing and our family
just knew we were in an airplane.
We were able to let them know we
were safe,” McLeary said.

The Red Cross was busy mak-
ing sure everyone was comfortable
while people waited for more
news. Kenneth Koehler, Red Cross
shelter manager came up from
Trainer, lowa at around noon to
help set up the area.

“We are just setting this up so
that people have an option. Some
people are booking hotel rooms
and some are finding other ways
to get home,” he said.

About three hundred cots have
been set up at the hotel, but no one
knows how many of the beds will
be used.

“We're just trying to make
people comfortable,” he said. “We
know all the everyone here want
to go home, but there are all those
people in New York City [who]
can’t go home— ever.”

Academic trips still

planned, sponsor says

By Joe Meyer

Despite the recent terrorist
attacks involving commercial
airliners, no school-sponsored trips
have been cancelled yet, principal
Gary Thompson said.

Mhompson said he has not
heard any concerns about upcom-
ing student travel. The airlines are
safe for Central students to fly, he
said.

Vicki Deniston-Reed said the
attacks have not caused any set-
backs in the Academic Decathlon’s
scheduled trip to Chicago on Oct.
I. Although this is the first time the
group has flown on a trip, it is still
planning to fly to the city, visit the
Chicago Art Museum and return
the same day.

Reed said no students have
changed their minds because of the
recent events,

Seniors Tammy Steele and
Ryan Melton, who are both plan-
ning on making the trip with the
group, said their parents have ex-
pressed concerns about the trip.

Melton said his mother was
worried for his safety on the dav
the incidents occurred, but she has
calmed down as more information
has been released.

Steele said her mother is con-
cerned, but she has not decided to
stav home yet.

“If it (the airline situation) is
anything like the way it is now, she
would not want me to £0,” Steele
said.

The only hassle Reed foresees
is the need for the group to arrive

at the Chicago airport earlier than
they would have if this had not
happened. Because of increased
safety precautions, it will probably
take the group longer to get
through the airport.

Melton said the teacher told
the group that they need to arrive
at the airports two hours before
their departure.

This might cause the group to
have to leave the museum earlier,
since they are returning the same
day.

But she said she will not com-
plain about that minor inconve-
nience.

“It's no big deal,” the teacher
said. “If that's the biggest disrup-
tion, we are lucky.”

Steele said if airlines do not al-
low the students to carry baggage
on the plane, it will complicate the
process, but she understands the
increased safety concerns.

Reed said she has considered
driving on the trip, but that would
have negative impacts on the trip.

“I don’t want them to miss the
art opportunity, but it has to be
practical,” she said.

Thompson, who is traveling
with the decathlon team, said he
has not heard anything from the
district about students traveling on
trips. Instead, the principal is con-
fident that the trip will go as
planned.

“I'm not concerned about it,”
the principal said. “They’ve done
so much right now. It's probably
the safest time to travel.” ‘

How the disaster unfolded @il times Eastern)
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Alarge hijacked plane
crashes into one of the

World Trade Center
towers, creating a gap-
ing hole and setting
the structure on fire.

Students quickly volunteer after attag

By Kaitlin Butz
Central students responded
immediately to the needs of victims
of the attacks on New York and
Washington.

Student organizations like the
Tri-M Music Honor Society and
Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA), as well as stu-
dents affiliated with the Red Cross,
have all started projects to help the
victims.

Tri-M collected donations by
the “C" before and after school and
in the courtyard during lunch.

Senior Michael Heller, presi-
dent of Tri-M said the idea origi-
nated from fellow Tri-M member,
senior Kaitlin Davis. Heller esti-
mated that about 10 students were
actively involved with the project.

The collected donations were
given to the Salvation Army, Heller
said.

Students who had previously
volunteered with the local chapter
of the Red Cross were contacted by
the youth volunteer coordinator
Michelle Dworak, who informed
them of things they could do to

B Reactions
Students deal

From REACTIONS, page 1
-zens, she said, would trade a few
of their rights in order to feel safe.

Social studies teacher Ryan
Wise said that, instead of holding
classes as usual, he allowed the stu-
dents to ask questions about the
tragedy.

Wise said that he was having a
hard time believing what was go-
ing on. He could not imagine what
students were thinking.

“[Tt was like] watching a
movie, like it wasn't really happen-
ing,” Wise said.

Wise said that most of his stu-
dents seemed like they were in a
state of disbelief as well.

He said that when he opened
his classes to questioning, the first
few classes wouldn’t ask much, but
as the day wore on, they became
more interested in the events,

Principal Gary Thompson said
that the school did not do much to

L

Asecond plane, appar-
ently a passenger jet,
crashes into the second
World Trade Center
tower and explodes.
Both buildings are
burning.

A great loss to the U.S.A.”

-Kyle Soars, 10
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been halted.

help, junior Folasade Hinson said.

Hinson volunteered at the Hy-
Vee at 51" and Center, carrying
signs in the parking lot and collect-
ing donations.

She said that children were
bringing in Tupperware containers
and piggy banks full of change they
had collected and that one person
wrote a $500 check, while another
man donated $200 cash.

“People were really generous,”
she said.

Dworak said over $112, 000
was raised on the first night of
fundraising at Hy-Vee stores.

She said most of the fund rais-
ing done by high school students
was impromptu, like passing
around donation baskets in class.

Dworak said the reason they
collected cash instead of tangible
supplies was that the local chapters
of the Red Cross had no idea what
New York or Washington DC chap-
ters might need.

Sending cash allowed them to
purchase the supplies they require,
she said.

Dworak said that many teens

with days events while school contint

react to the crisis throughout the
day. He said he made an announce-
ment to let the students know what
was happening.

“As far as we know everything
will go as planned. Normal is
good,” he said.

He said that security had been
told to keep a look out for strange
occurrences and the counselors are
remaining available for distraught
students.

Counselor Doug Stansberry
said that on the day of the tragedy
they had about 30 students come in
for counseling. He said that some
students were sent home because
they were too distressed to continue
throughout the day.

Some teachers are worried that
students were not taking the trau-
matic events as seriously as they
should have. ' -

Hipp said that she did not
think the students understand the

The FAA halts all flight
operations at U.S. air-
ports, the first time in
U.S. history that air
traffic nationwide has

“I

into the pentagon

An aircraft crashes

was shocke(

-Becca Sulliy

9:45 a.m.
Hous

The White
evacuates.

’

sending up a huge

plume of smoke.
Evacuation begins im
mediately.

did contact the Red Cross, because
they wanted to help.

“Most people feel compelled to
give what they can, that includes
teens,” she said. “It's a way for
them to be proactive and not be a
victim.”

Duties that teenage volunteers
completed included manning do-
nation tables, making phone calls
to businesses to let them know
what they can do to help and do-
ing family welfare inquiries,
Dworak said.

Senior Keiante Brazile and jun-
ior Michelle Harris both volun-
teered at the Red Cross on Friday,
Sept. 14, when there was no school
due to a teacher in-service.

Both girls felt strongly about
volunteering.

“l love helping out in the com-
munity,” Brazile said. “I want to
make a difference, or try to make a
difference at least”

Harris said she wanted to do
what she could to help during the
nation’s crisis.

While other groups focused on
raising money, FBLA decided to

magnitude of the situation and the
consequences that it will have in
the future.

“Its too abstract, it's too far
away, you only connect to these
people by a TV,” Hipp said. “Un-
less you have family there, you are
not connected.” )

Golonka said that she doesn’t
think that her classmates under-
stand whatwas going on. She said
that she often hears ignorant com-
ments.

“They don't take it seriously,”
she said. _

Golonka said that she and her
family were doing all they could
to help the victims of this tragedy.

She said that they have made
several donations and have given
blood.

She said that her family is still
hoping to hear from her sister.

“We're just hoping for the best,
that she’s okay,” Golonka said.
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I didn’t know what it meant for our country.

))

-Kathryn Batallion, 12

€ thought we were all going to die.”

“Tisa Kelly, 11

Day the Nation Stopped

10:05 a.m.

¢ south tower of the

orld Trade Center
llapses, plummeting
to the streets below
eating a massive
yud of debris and
1st

10:10 a.m.

A portion of the Pen-
tagon collapses.
United Airlines flight
93 crashes in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania
southeast of Pitts-
burgh

10:28 a.m.

The World Trade
Center’s north tower
collapses from the top
down as if it were be-
ing peeled apart.

1:04 a.m.

President Bush, from
Barksdale Air Force
Base, says “Make no
mistake, the United
States will hunt down
and punish those re-
sponsible for these

cowardly acts.”

1:27-a.m. 2:50 p.m.

Astate of emergencyis |
declared by the city of | Air Force Base.

| Washington.

Bush arrives at Offut |

5:20 p.m.

The 47-story Building
7 of the World Trade
Center complex col-
lapses. The evacuated
building was dam-
aged by the twin
tower’s collapse ear-
lier in the day.

7:45 a.m.

The New York Police
Department says that
at least 78 officers are
missing. The city also
says that as many as
half of the initial 400
firefighters died.

By Doug Meigs

Set against the backdrop of a
solemn church, the father of a
young boy sits in deep thought
while his son plays beside him.

A child’s muffled cry echoes
through the cathedral.

A teenage boy passes by in rev-
erence making the sign of the cross.

The pews are full.

Observers stand near the en-
trance.

This is the scene of the vigil
being held at Saint Cecilia’s Cathe-
dral in response to the terrorist at-
tacks on Tuesday Sept. 11.

Old and young people of ev-
ery race and walk of life continue
to stream through the open doors.

Looking out across the congre-
gation one can only think of
unity...unity of a nation, despite the
fact that at this time no one actu-
ally knows what the nation is uni-
fied against.

The bulletin reads “Interfaith
Prayer for Peace.”

“The vigil was very comfort-
ing, the turnout was excellent and
the archbishop had a lot to say,”
Central teacher Diane Allen said.

Allen said the service pro-
vided her and her family with a
source of control in a world that
had run amuck.

“It was the closest to peace that
I had been during that day,” she
said.

A program titled “Interfaith
Prayer for Peace,” is handed to
those entering the cathedral.

White, marble walls offset a
spacious arched ceiling and enor-
mous blue stained glass windows
above.

The stark contrast of blue on
white, white on black, and the re-
assurance of comforting words
mark the ceremony.

The Archdiocese wanted to re-
spond to the devastation caused
by the terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pen-
tagon, Father Cook said.

And so, a vigil was created.

Around noon, the Office of Di-
vine Worship for Omaha Archdio-
cese began making arrangements
for the vigil, he said.

The vigil was arranged in con-

junction with Trinity Episcopal and
a number of other Christian
churches of various denomina-
tions, Cook said.

The vigil began at 7:30 PM with
the Archbishop addressing the con-
gregation.

“All are invited to pray silently
upon entering the cathedral as the
tower bell tolls for those who have
perished this day,” he said.

“Only love can overcome ha-
tred. Only people who care about
other people can bring peace to our
society,” Archbishop Francis
Curtiss said in his sermon.

“ There cannot be peace with-
out justice,” he continued.

Singing voices echo wall-to-
wall, hope’s reverberations against
a day so incomprehensible, espe-
cially in this time of global econo-
mies and worldwide peace talks..

A trance is cast across the vigil;
“O God of Every Nation” is sung

The archbishop asks the con-
gregation to partake in a silent
prayer for the triumph of good
over evil, and for the victims of all
terror.

Dead silence...

The congregation kneels in
prayer.

Dead silence...

“Pray for our country,” the
archbishop says.

The cantors’ voices roll for-
ward through the high-ceilinged
cathedral.

The booming echo of the con-
gregation repeats the refrain sung
by the cantors...”Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.”

As the congregation begins to
leave many have the first signs of
tears in their eyes.

A woman chokes back sobs as
she walks out of the cathedral con-
soled by her husband’s reassuring
arms.

The lights dim, the vigil has
been over for quite some time yet
many people remain seated.

Gentle contemplative expres-
sions hold their faces still...no sign
of movement, no sign of leaving,
no sign of forgetting this day.

Set against the solemn vigil,
the young boy’s father is America’s
present; his son is America’s future.

T T e _a

Central graduate Noel Thornburg lights a can
terrorist’s attack at a vigil held at St. Ceacilia

dle remembering the victims of the
's Cathedral the night of the tragedies.


































































































































