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IT'S UPT()"Y6tJ: NSEA president Duane Ob~nnler gives a rousing speech to the 500 teachers who showed"up' 

lor a rally to increa$e teacher pay in Nebraska. A group of NSEA members met at a nearby hotel and marched on 
the Capitol where they were joined by other supporters. 

Teachers rally for higher pay at Capitol 
INSIDE 

Tum to page 7 for an 

in-depth look at the teacher 

pay dispute in Nebraska. 

SPEAKING OUT: 
Spanish teacher Vickie 
Anderson gives a speech on 
Apr. 21. Over 500 support
ers showed up to the 
march. 

By Joe Meyer 

"1 -2-3-4, See us walking out the door. 

"5-6-7-8, Higher payor leave the state." 

These lines echoed through downtown 

Lincoln April 21 when hundreds of teachers gath

ered at the State Capitol to rally for higher pay. 

After speeches at the Capitol , the crowd of teach

ers walked over to the Governor's Mansion where 

they chanted, "Governor Mike, give us a hike." 

The main goal of the rally was to increase 

support for Legislative Bill 305 and to bring pub

lic awareness to the current state of teacher pay, . 

vice president of the Nebraska State Education 

Association and Central Spanish . teacher Vickie 

Anderson said. 

Legislative Bill 305 would allow the state to 

subsidize the salaries of teachers and lift spending 

lids on .local school districts so they can rai se 

teacher salaries. This bill has been approved by 

the education committee and has moved on to 

house debate. 

"The problem we are having is they [the leg

islatures] spent a whole year studying the prob

lem," Anderson said. "We're stalled. This is to let 

them know we mean business ." 

The average teacher salary for a teacher in 

Nebraska currently ranks forty-fifth in the co un-

try. This stallstIC is getting worse everyday, a 

teacher said. 

"We were forty-third six months ago," social 

studies teacher Carol Krejci said. "That's how fast 

we are dropping." 

Other teachers agree that the Legislature 

should fix the problem now, before it gets any 

worse. 

"It's the Legislature that helped to create this 

problem, they should fix it," speech teacher Kris 

Jonyka said. 

Omaha Public Schools Superintendent John 

Mackiel said the teacher salaries do not allow for 

Nebraska schools to compete. Mackie! said OPS 

recruits teachers in 32 different states, but the 

school district can no longer compete to attract 

enough qualified teachers . 

"If we can not compete nationally, we can not 

compete locally either," Mackiel said. 

Denise Rockwell , a member of the National 

Education Association executive committee, said 

Nebraska teachers can earn $8,000 more in 

Colorado and they can teach in Iowa for $3,000 

more per year. 

"Nobody's going to come here with these low 

salaries," Rockwell said. 

Because of what Mackiel described as a 

Turn to TEACHER RALLY, page 6 

Member says 
• • • 

JOining gang 
came naturally 
By Matt Wynn 

Nice cars. Lots of money. Lots 

of blue clothes. Lots of drugs and 

guns and violence. 

To Central junior Kenny 

Newman, that's life. 

Newman is a Crip. A gang 

member. And as far as he's con

cerned, people can guess that after 

taking one look at"him. 

"I look like a thug," Newman 

said. "Everybody judges a book by 

its cover. If you're going to be 

judged, why not actually be the 

thing everybody think you is?" 

Even though his "set," the 40th 

Ave. BG Gangsters, is Crip , 

Newman said they can tolerate 

some Bloods, the traditional ene

mies of Crips. 

"We don' t really so much like 

the Bloods," he said. "But if they 

cool with us and don't start no trou

ble, we cool with them." 

Gang-related crimes in 

the metro area, 2000: 

Homicides - 1 

Drug possession - 16 

Defacing property - 134 

Vehicle theft - 5 

Suspected number of 

gangs - 19 

ALL INFO! OMAHA POLICE DEPT 

Newman said he joined Crip 

because it was made up of his 

friends . It was just what came natu

rail y, he said . 

"Everyone got their little 

clique. I got mine.._Some people like 

Turn to GANGS, page 4 

Officer's patrol far 

from uneventful 
By Matt Wynn 

Taking an intoxicated woman 

in for treatment, giving a gang

banger a court appearance and deal

ing with a disturbance of the peace 

are all part of a day's work for 

Omaha Police Officer Tim 

Huffman. 

Huffman, who has only been 

patrolling the area around Central 

for about eight weeks, said he has 

already had several interesting expe

riences . 

The most interesting, he said, 

are the ones that start out as simple 

traffic stops, but escalate into some

thing much more exciting. 

He was also one of the officers 

to appear at the scene of the first 

shooting of the year. 

"That was probably the most 

newsworthy thing I've done ," 

Huffman said. 

But the night of May 10, 

Huffman was just another officer on 

patrol duty. He ·hopped into his car, 

turned on his radio and began to 

take calls to duty. 

The first call he received was to 

an alleged car accident near 42nd 

and Leavenworth. 

Though the locat ion was out of 

Huffman's district, he still went to 

check it out. 

"We 're officers," Huffman said. 

"We patrol a certain area, but if we 

come in contact with a situation, 

we're supposed to respond to it as if 

we were in our own district." 

As he approached the scene, 

Huffman quickly realized il was a 

false alaml . So he started to head 

back downtown. 

It didn 't take long before there 

was another call. This time it was a 

report of a woman lying down near 

24th and Leavenworth, less than 

eight blocks from Central. 

Sure enough, when he appeared 

on the scene, a woman was lying 

Turn to PATROL, page 7 

Homework important to keeping Central competitive, principal says 
Ally Freeman 

Glancing at the clock, the red 

umbers seem blurry, it 's three 

until your alarm is set to go 

you are struggling tofinish a 

assignment. Up late after an 

of ~ports practice and 

work, it is hard to find the energy to 

complete your daily assignments. 

To many of today's students, 

the scenario is a familiar one. 

Students are finding themselves up 

late at night, getting little sleep 

while struggling to complete daily 

homework assignments . 

Index 
News ... ............. ...... . A1-8 

In-Depth ........... .... .... 89-12 

Perspectives ............ C13-16 

Sports .............. ........ D17-22 

Entertai nment. ......... D23-26 

Not only are the late night~ 

affecting their school performance, 

but parents are becoming increas

ingly stressed as well. 

While some districts, such as 

one in New Jersey, have recognized 

this problem, many districts still see 

quantitative homework as a necessi-

ty. 

Piscataway Township School 

District in New Jersey has adopted a 

policy restricting the amount of 

homework teachers can assign stu- , 

dents. 

The guidelines include rules 

that daily homework will not be 

The Edge ................. E27-30 
Heat in the school- Pg. 8 Teacher pay - Pg. 16 

graded. Only projects such as 

research papers and long-term proj

ects will be graded. 

Weekend and holiday home

work is discouraged and shall only 

be assigned if a new concept is 

introduced on a Friday or the day 

before a holiday. Make-up home-

Title IX - Pg. 19 

work, long term projects and 

research papers could be assigned 

over periods that include weekends 

and/or holidays. 

The district has also outlined 

suggested total times for daily 

homework which includes a limit of 

Turn to HOMEWORK, 

Recordi~g studio - Pg. 26 



• NEWS theR 

The Battle for Mayor 
Although Mike Fahey came away with a 496 vote lead after all the votes were counted o~ Election 

Night, Mayor Hal Daub still thinks the absentee and conditional ballots may allow him to pull 

ahead in the race. A recount also threatens to delay the process of swearing in a mayor by June 11. 

MIKE FAHEY: His surprising climb from a 
firs t time candidate to a formidable opponent 
a llowed him to register more votes than Daub 
on May 15. 

ALL PHOTOS: EMILY NEUMANNfTHE REGISTER 

By Joe Meyer and Michael Gerhardt 

Mike Fahey believes he won while Hal Daub thinks he 

didn't lose. 

After the Election Night results were released, 

Fahey led Daub by 496 votes . 

. 'Tonight, we're gonna celebrate," Fahey 

said after hearing the news. "Tomorrow, 

we're gonna start to work." 

While Fahey was claiming victory 

at the Fireman's Union Hall on 60th and 

Grover, Daub was doing everything 

but conceding at the Regency 

Marriott. The mayor said he did not 

concede because absentee and 

conditional ballots need to be 

counted and added to the total. 

'This race is indeed very close," 

the mayor said minutes after Fahey's 

victory spech. 

At most, 2700 absentee ballots 

will need to be counted along 

with about 1100 conditional 

ballots. Daub believes these 

votes could mean the difference 

in such a close election. He also 

knows these ballots could hurt him, 

but he did not want to act quickly and 

concede. 

"I guarantee that, should when all 

the votes are counted and the numbers 

are the same as they seem tonight, I 

will concede to my opponent," Daub 

said. 

He said that although May 15 

marked the end of the campaign, it was 

not the end of the race. All the votes need to be 

counted before it can be decided. 

During the April primaries, in which Fahey collected 

977 more votes than the incumbent, Fahey's lead grew 

after the absentee and conditional ballots were counted. 

Michael Scarpello, chief deputy election 

commissioner for Douglas County, said a recount might 

also be needed if the margin of victory is still less than one 

percentile after the absentee and conditional ballots are 

counted. 

"If today were the final results, then there would need 

\ to be a recount," Scarpello said. 

He said that , all together, the offi cial count may not be 

known until the end of the week, and a recount could delay 

the process even further. 

The small margin in the primaries 

was a symbol of what was to come on 

Election Day, Daub's press secretary 

Jennifer Windom said . 
"It's going to be close, it was 

close in the primaries," Windom 

said before the polls closed . 

"Right now, it's a matter of 

turnout." 

Many Central students 

commented on who should 

be elected mayor. 

Junior Eric Jacob 

supported Daub at his 

victory party. He said he 

should have been reo 

elected because of his 

experience with the issues. 

The fact that he has 

lowered property taxes and 

reduced crime proves that he 

is a good mayor for the city. 

Other students disagree. 

Sophomore Brian Fahey, who 

is Mike's nephew, said his uncle 

deserved the office because of his 

hard work during the campaign 

and he was a better candidate. 

"When I saw we were down this 

evening," Brian said, "I became nervous that 

my uncle, this great man that I've known for all 

my life, would not get the chance to do all 

these great things that lie said he would 

do in the campaign," Brian said. "My 

second thought was 'Oh no, four 

more years of hell' ." 

Daub said that he will 

always be involved in city 

politics, no matter what the tinal 

outcome of this election turns 

out to be. 

"I will continue, whether 

in or out of office, to have 

one city, not a divided city," 

he said. 
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HAL DAUB: He said he will 

cede to Fahey if he is lOSing 
the final votes are coun ted. 

Alumnus learns about political system by running for city council 
By Joe Meyer 

Jon Shradar's political career started 

when he was 10 years old. 

Shradar, who graduated from Central in 

1996, remembers walking door to door with 

his grandmother shaking hands and meeting 

people to support Hal Daub's congressional 

bid. 

Shradar 's latest political venture was 

running in the primary election for the third 

di strict City Council seat. Shradar said the 
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decision to run for the city office was mostly 

an accident. 

Shradar, now a senior at the University 

of Nebraska at Omaha who will graduate with 

a major in public information in December, 

said he and his mother were eating dinner and 

discussing the candidates who had already 

registered. His mother and he were not 

impressed with the choices and she asked, 

"Why don't you run for City Council?" 

"I figured I did not have anything to lose 

and I had time and money, so I went ahead 

and did it," Shradar said. 

When he started off, he thought his age, 

23, would be an advantage to his campaign . 

"I thought it was important to get some 

generational diversity on the council," he said. 

Shradar said although he only collected 

286 votes (4.25 percent) and did not qualify 

for the general election, running for the office 

allowed for him to become more involved in 

the community. He said he thought it was 

interesting to learn about everyone's concerns 

and how they could differ, even though they 

live in the same area of the city. 

"] thought I learned a lot of the people of 

the city," he said. 

He also did not have a lot of money to 

spend on his campaign . He said he only used 

about $700, which was mostly out of personal 

money and small donations from family and 

friends. He also said most of the help he 

received for hi s campa ign came from 

members of his fraternity, family and friends . 

Shradar said his age and the fact that he 

is still in college might have hurt him at the 

polls. He said people are more wil ling · 

vote for someone who owns a houo,e 

has an established occupation rather 

someone in college who is living pa 

to paycheck. 

Shradar said he was not sure if 

would like to run for a City Counci I 

in the future. Right now, he is focused 

graduating from college and enteTlllg 

school. No matter what he does, he sa id 

always wants to be a public servan l 

helps people. 
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'ter Aagescn. Kathryn 

lIbels, David 

Abcrs fcllcr, Sarah 

Ackley, Elizabeth 

Allard, William 

Alec , Jennifer 

Ander! , Christine 

A nderson, Vincent 

Andrews, Luke 

A ngelo, Melissa 

Backman. Nicholas 

Backora. Adam 

Bahr. Benjamin 

Baker, Andrew 

Baker, Sean 

Banks, Nolan 

Barajas, Yesica 

Barnhard, Alyssa 

Barrera, Froylan 

Bass, Tamiece 

Beck, Bejamin 

Be ll, Brent 

Bensalah, Erie 

Herl ins, Aleksander 

Bhakta, Advait 

Bieber, Joshua 

Biennan, Kyle 

Bi lIings, Daniel 

Bi lIings, Drew 

Binswanger, Alexandra 

Hlazck, Bridget 

Boatright, Colin 

l3o nham·Carter, Daisy 

Booth, Karyn 

Brewer, Candice 

Brooks, Carla 

Bullion, Summer 

Burghardt, Erin 

Cannon, Erin 

Cannon, Ryan 

Carbonell , Sharra 

Carlson, Kelsey 

Carter, Louis 

Cavanagh, Matthew 

Cerone, Brandi 

Chalkley. Jeffrey 

Chamberlin, Cari 

Chandler, Rebecca 

Chaney, Laura 

Christensen, Anders 

Ciaccio, Matthew 

Clark, Aaron 

Cleveland, Sarah 

Coats worth , Leigh 

Coleman, J Thomas 

Collins, Jeffrey 

Connor, Jeremiah 

Connor. Paula 

Contr,cra:s. Joshua 

. Ash ley 

Copcnharve-Evans. Christie 

Corbin, Quinn 

Crabtree, Michelle 

Czornyj, Sylvia 

Daffer, Mikala 

Danford, Andrew 

Danner, Ashley 

Darlington, Adam 

Davey, Timothy 

David, Alison 

Davis, George 

Davis, Shiyla 

Delgadillo, Benjamin 

Denny, Shayna 

Devney, Claire 

Dobmeier, Alan 

Doty, Michelle 

Drickey, Kathryn 

Durham, Sean 

Duros, Matthew 

Ebanks, Robert 

Edens, Jeremy 

Edmonds, Miranda 

Ellis, Freddie 

Engdahl, Graham 

Farber, Charles 

Fehnnan, Joseph 

Fielding, Erica 

Fischer, Chri~topher 

Fisher, Kitrina 

Creighton 
graiiuate 
Johnny Torres. 

A native of Colombia, 

Jobnny was named 1997 

Player of tbe Year by Soccer 

America. He is now a pro llJlliJ 

tbe New England Rel'olution. 
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Seniors 200 
Central is known for its great diversity_ 

What this year's graduating seniors are doing after high school is a good example 

of this. Below is a list of what some seniors are doing after graduation. 

American Academy of Dramatic 

Arts 

Iowa State University at Ames 

UNO 

UNK 

Undecided 

UNO 

Creighton University 

UNO 

Dana College 

Creighton University 

UNO 

Augustana University 

UNL 

UNO 

Iowa Western Community 

College 

Lincoln School of Commerce 

Undecided 

Nebraska Methodist College 

UNO 

Pacific University 

UNL 

Lincoln School of Commerce 

UNL 

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 

Metro Community College 

UNO 

University of Oregon at Eugene 

Metro Community College 

UNL 

Going to Switzerland 

College of the Holy Cross 

University of Northem 

Colorado 

Creighton University 

Undecided 

Undecided 

UNO 

Creighton University 

UNO 

UNO 

Military 

Creighton University 

UNO 

UNO 

UNO 
Capital Hair Design 

UNL 

Creighton University 

UNL 

Luther College 

Undecided 

Clarkson College 

UNO 

Indiana University 

Iowa State University 

University of Memphis 

Dana College 

Undecided 

UNO 

Work Force 

Metro Community College 

Iowa State University 

University of Pittsburgh 

UNO 

Metro Community College 

Other 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology 

UNO 

UNO 

University of Kansas 

UNO 

Harvard University 

UNO 

Work Force 

Southem Oregon Universi ty 

University of Southem 

California 

UNK 
Undecided 

Texas Christian University 

UNO 

Colnmdo Institute of Art 

Penn State University 

UNO 

Fort Lewis College 

UNO 

University of Minncsota 

University of Arizona 

University of Pennsylvania 

Creighton University 

Carnegie Mellon University 

Metro Community College 

Central High School-May 2001 EMILY NEUMANNrrHE REGISTER 

Fitch, Alissa U ni versity of Kansas at Lawrence Kelly, Kelvin Military 
Fogarty, Robert Going to France Kepler, Catherine UNL 
Franeisquez. Martha UNO Kess, Erica Wheaton College 
Fredericksen, Angela Dana College Kidder, Rebecca Undecided 
Freeman, Allyson Northwcstern Uni vcrsity Klausen , Andrew UNL 
Fry, Ashley Metro Community College Knave, Chudney UNL 
Fujimoto, Tadao Going to Japan Knott, Amanda Wayne Statc College 
Fuller, Ashley Brymann University Konfrst, Erica UNO 
Furby, Justin UNL Krell, Michael UNO 
Gamble, Anisha Washington University Kruger, Michael Cornell University 
Garcia, Alexander Creighton University Kuci rek, Jaclyn Metro Community College 
Gatzke, Andrea SI. Olaf Coll ege LaCroix, Andrew Creighton University 
George, Chalee UNO Lamm, Sandra UNL 
Gerhardt, Michael Universi ty of Missouri at Columbia Langenfeld, Jennifer UNO 
Gintz, Clifton UNL Leavill, Blake University of Northem Colorado 
Gofta, Jcssica Undecided Lee-Regier, Kristen University of Redlands 

Goossen, Jason UNL Leslie, Jeffrey Military 
Gould, Candace Creigbton University Leu, Matthew Mercyhurst College 

Gould, Chad Metro Community Collcgc Lewis, Lailoni Undecided 

Gould, Calvin Crcighton University Li, Hanhan Harvcy Mudd College 

Grant , Kailey UNO Li , Ningning University of California at Irv ine 

Griess, Ty Undecided Lloyd, Chaia UNO 

Gutman, David University of Minnesota Lloyd, Clinton Iowa State University 

Guyton, Demario UNO Lolley, Kara UNL 

Hall . Daneisha Military Lykke, Emily University of Kansas 

Hall, Mary Jo UNO MacCallum, Joshua UNO 

Halpine, Michelle Undecided Maliszewski, Brianna Creighton University 

Hamilton, Eric Briar Clift College Mancuso, Melissa UNO 

Hankenson, Joshua UNO Matyja, Alexandra University of San Diego 

Hansen, Kelli UNO Mauk, Robert Kansas City Art Institute 

Hargrove, Roy Jr. Undecided Mayhew, Joanna BoslOn University 

Harper, Clyde Military McCarty, Michelle Creighton University 

Harris, Chateau Other McClinton, Tobias Undecided 

Harris, Samantha University of Mississippi McClure, Marisa Iowa State Univcrsity 

Harris, Tyrone Undecided McGrane. Matthew . Work Force 

Haskell , Elisabeth Indiana University MeLaurine, Brooke UNO 

Heafey, Nicole Creighton University Meicr. Taylor UNO 

Heithoff, Steven UNO Mercado, Cinthia Metro Community College 

Hcndee, Laura College of Wooster Mi litti, Jacqueline Undecided 

Hendershot, Timothy Jr. Undecided Mi ller, Julia University of Iowa at Iowa City 

Henderson, Twania Other Mi ll er, Matt Hastings College 

Henkel, Kristina Metro Community College Mitchell , Margaret UNL 

Hepburn, Travis Creighton Unive rsity Moe, Noah Vanderbilt University 

Hicks, Tiana UNO Monge, Stefanie DePaul University 

Himelic, Mary UNO Moore,Adam Going to New York 

Hoagland, James Jr. Undecided Moore, Chane I University of Arizona 

Hoeger, Christian UNL Moore, Jessica College ofSaim Mary's 

Holzapfel , Andrea Iowa Western Community Co ll ege Morrison, Michelle UNO 

Houlden, Steven Indiana University Morton, Rondi University oflowa at Iowa City 

Hunter, Timothy University of Puget Sound Mosby, Lori Other 

Ingraham, Christopher Undec ided Moses, Apri l Metro Community College 

Jackson, Tinesha UNO Moyer, Dustin UNO 

Jacob, Analisa Utah State University Murphy, Karen Creighton University 

Jansen, Elizabeth Peru State Murphy, Maureen Portland State University 

Jenkins, Paige Augustana College Muskin, Anne Loyola University of Chicago 

Jensen, Christopher Work Force Myers, Christopher Univcrsity ofMiehigan at Ann Arbor 

Jimenez, Alejandra UNO Naikelis, Thea Orcgon Univcrsity 

Jimenez, Laura UNO Narducci, Monica Undecided 

Jimerson , Marc us Jr. UNO Nared, Shanae Methodist Nursing College 

Jnerz, N icho las UNO Nelson, Jennifer UNL 

Johnson, Aubri Valparaiso University Newsome, Kyla UNO 

Johnson, Cannilia Undecided Newson, Grace Xavier University 

Johnson, Dominique Iowa Lakes College Northcutt-Oliver, Myisha UNO 

Johnson, Kyle Undecided Novelo, Violeta Metro Community Co ll ege 

Johnson, Noah UNO O'Malley, Courtney Going to Denver 

10hnson, Victoria Pore University Olbertz, Abigail Wayne State College 

Johnston. Nichole UNO Olesh, Mara Indi~na University 

Kellogg, Jennaine Military Olvera, Maria UNO 

392-2212 

OHNNY'S GOAL. 7605 Cass Street 

Wby do students from every state and 
60 countries choose Creighton? 

For Division I sports, including a 

national Top 5 soccer team . 

• For Creighton'S national 

academic reputation; 

• For college life packed 

with campus and 

community activmes. 

W1Jy did johnny Torres choose Creighton? 

To grow. To excel. To succeed. 

We're a small university with a large lradition. 

Oropeza, Tanya 

Palmer, Amanda 

Pargo, Laticia 

Patlan, Michael 

Patten, Kathryn 

Pearson, Scott 

Perry, Arianna 

Peterson, Sarah 

Piskac, David 

Plummer, Erika 

Ponec, Chad 

Porter, Brendan 

Potts , William 

Prest, Emily 

Pri luck, Noah 

Pryor, Katie 

Puenchompoo, Nutdanai 

Queen, Amanda 

Quinlan, Alyssa 

Quiroz, Jazmin 

Radi, Amanda 

Ra fferry, Anna 

Raftery, Mitchell 

Rahaman, Gina 

Reed, Janette 

Rhoe, Francis 

Rider, Joseph 

Riedler, Kristopher 

Rinaker, Meredith 

Ritsch, Jessica 

Ritsema, Jennifer 

Roberson, Kelli 

Roberts, Carisa 

Rock, Sara 

Roman, Jose 

Romberg, Benjamin 

Roser, Sebastian 
Rountree, -Jennaine 

Rumbaugh, Jason 

Ryks, Joshua 

Sanchez. Yanclly 

Sansom, Ian 

Schulte, Timothy 

Shulze, Eric 

Scott, Ramsey 

Seefus, Christopher 

Serrant, Lisa 

Shepard, Gary 

Sheffield, Chad 

Simmons, Arland 

Sird, Cannen 

Siauter, Adam 

Slowik, Sarah 

Spilker, Emily 

Spracklin, Joshua 

Stacy, Benjamin 

Stahl, Tyler 

Stennis, Tierra 

Stober, lennifer 

Stonn, Jennifer 

Taylor, Dru 

Taylor, Keyon 

Thorn, Andrew 

Thomas, Tara 

Timberlake, Lakeya 

Traudt, Sara 

Urbanovsk~JeflTey 

Vacanti, Fred 

Vacek, Hanna 

VanBecelaere, Tarah 

Varkony, Tammy 

Vencalek, Brian 

Viveros-Pena, Mariel 

Walburn, Caroline 

Ware, Tiffine 

Washington, Sharee 

Washington, Toccara 

Watters, Gina 

Well s, Monique 

Wheeler, Marsha 

Whitbeck, Angela 

Whitehall, Angel 

Whitmyre, John 

Wieland, Jocelyn 

Wigger, Brian 

Wiley, Quentin 

Wolf, Erin 

Woods, Kimberly 

Wright, Lamesha 

Wynne, Jarvis 

Yin, Tyler 

Young. Heather 

Zendejas, Carlos 

Zoll, Julie 

NEWS . 

UNO 

Undecided 

Undecided 

UNO 

Iowa State University at Ames 

Boston College 

Creighton University 

Macalester College 

Iowa State University 

Wayne State University 

Metrn Community College 

UNO 

University of Kansas 

Pacific Lutheran University 

Stanford University 

Metro Community College 

Undecided 

UNO 

Indiana University 

Other 

UNO 

Spring Hill University 

Nebraska Wesleyan 

Creighton University 

UNO 

Other 

Bellevue University 

UNO 

DePaul Uni versity 

Concordia University 

Metro Community College 

Metro Communiry Co llege 

Bryman Allied Health College 

Bryman Allied Health College 

Military 

Going to Germany 

Going to Germany 
Undecided 

Work Force 

Lincoln School of Commerce 

Undecided 

Going to Wisconsin 

UNO 

Work Force 

Work Force 

Undecided 

UNL 

Other 

UNO 

UNO 

Undecided 

Undecided 

Undecided 

UNL 

Work Force 

Iowa State University 

Dartmouth College 

UNO 
Nebraska Wesleyan 

UNO 

UNO 

Military 

University ofIowa 

Undecided 

Wichita State University 

Airline Academy 

Undecided 

Work Force 

UNO 

Metro Community College 

UNO 

University of Missouri at Rolla 

Going to Mexico 

University of Michigan 

Metro Community College 

Military 

Undecided 

Military 

Undecided 

Metro Community College 

Metro Community College 

Metro Community College 

Undecided 

Colorado State University 

UNO 

Other 

UNL 

UNO 

Peru State College 

Work Force 

Iowa State University 

Metro Community College 

Brigham Young University 

UNO 

Check us out. 

"VV'ishir-Lg the <=er-Ltral 

class e>£ 2001 the best £e>r 
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EXTRA BUTTER: Teenagers' diets 

have become consistently worse over the 
years, a dietician said. This can have some 
unhealthy side effects, such as heart dis
ease and cancer. 

Teen diets lack calcium, dietician says 
By Joe Meyer heart disease and ca ncer. Also, 

students do not receive enough 

calcium and fiber, which causes 

many problems. She said the 

adolescence years are the most 

impurtant for developing bones. If a 

teenager does not consume enough 

calcium, they put themselves at risk 

for having osteoporosis later in life. 

are 15," she said. "They think it's a 

disease for old people." 

amount of foods from all the food 

groups, although it is 'sometimes a 

hard thing to do . Because of the growing 

popularity of the fast-food industry, 

teenagers of all ages are not eat ing 

as healthy as they should, registered 

dieticians say. 

Calcium deficiencies cause a 

decrease in bone mass and can lead 

to stress fractures in athletes, 

Schaefer said. Overall, teens need to 

carefully monitor how much 

calcium they intake. 

Boro said he can eat whatever is 

in front of him without worrying 

about his weight. 

Although he does this, he still 

tries to watch what he eats. Pam Schaefer, director of 

nutrition education at the Dairy 

Council of America, said teenagers 

do not eat with their fam ili es 

anymore, and are instead eating fast 

food . 

Kim Rubey, a dietician at St. 
"It is a big issue for teens 

because they are not getting enough 

calcium," she said. 

It is important for teens to 

establish healthy eating habits when 

they are young, but it will require a 

lot of change, Schaefer said. 

Joseph Hospital, said mOst of the 

effects of not getting enough calcium 

show up later in life. 

"It's so much easier to pick up 

food away from home," she said. 

Schaefer said teenagers do not 

consider these problems during their 

adolescence. 

Freshmen Chris Buro and Jim 

Dunn said they think they consume 

enough calcium to stay healthy. 

"I drink a ton of milk," Boro 

said. "That's all I drink." 

"The eating habits that you 

establish when your young will carry 

through to adulthood," she said. "I 

think people's attitudes have to 

change. The food industry has to 

change." 

Schaefer said teenagers are "off 

the charts" in the amount of fat that 

they intake. This can also lead to 

"A lot of times, people do not 

think about osteoporosis when they 
Dunn said he tries to watch 

what he eats and consume an equal 

Omaha gangs losing ground quickly, police officer says 
From GANGS, page 1 

the Huskers ... I like the Crips," 

Newman said. 

Sgt. Dan Cisar with the Omaha 

Police Department said people like 

Newman are becoming fewer and 

fewer. 

"We had a pretty extensive 

crackdown, " Cisar said. "You're 

seeing a lot more cooperation 

between agencies [FBI, OPD, etc.] 

and that's leading to more arrests." 

Cisar said he attributes the drop 

in youth gang involvement to more 

active neighborhood associations 

and increased cooperation with the 

schools. 

"At this point, we can tell who's 

the wannabes and who the big 

players are," he said. 

Newman said he does not think 

. gang members are worth any special 

attention from the police department. 

He said being in a gang is just a 

matter of being with his friends and 

doing what he does with them . 

He said violence isn't really an 

issue, as he has never fought because 

of the gang and doesn ' t plan to. 

But he knows people who are 

so afraid of the gangs that they feel 

they need to protect themselves. 

Former student Alex Lowry was 

one of those people. 

"Lil' Alex" as his friends called 

him, wasn' t in a gang. Newman said 

Lowry was ne w to Omaha, and 

hadn't joi ned one yet. 

"But everyone knew him," 

Newman said. "Everybody was cool 

with Lil' Alex." 

Lowry died of a gunshot wound 

to the chest on Nov. 11. 

According to official police 

reports, Lowry's death was 

accidental and self-afflicted. 

Newman said he thinks Lowry's 

death was only somewhat related to 

gang involvement. 

"That 's no Crip or no Blood, but 

he carried a g un around for 

protection . You gO lla protect 

yourself," Newman said . "Then he 

shot him se lf in the stomach, 

accidentally. That 's the way it goes, 

sometimes." 

Newman said he was so broken 

up about Lowry's death that he got a 

shirt specially made for him. 

On the back of the shirt is a 

picture of Lowry and Newman in the 

Courtyard. Flanking the photo is the 

phrase, "Lil Alex, R.I.P. On BG." 

Newman said the main reason 

gangs exist is money. He s aid 

violence within the gangs isn't as 

large a problem as most people 

would believe. 

But most gang members make 

money illegally. 

"Almost all of them hustle," he 

said. "Any way they can get their 

cash. They sell dope. Not any of 

them got a job. They steal. Whatever 

it takes." 

Cisar disagreed. 

"I think a level of violence has 

always been there and always will 

be there," Cisar said. 

Newman said he might agree 

with Cisar on that. 

"Tfthey [gangsters] don't know 

you, they'll shoot you," Newman 

said. "You ride through their set, 

you'll get shot." 

He said life for a gangster is 

dismal at best. 

"It's about the money and who 

can fight the best. Who can shoot 

the best. Who 's got the biggest gun," 

Newman said. 

He said that often the biggest 

problems in gangs arise when those 

guns meet the drugs that the 

gangsters sell. 

"When they drink that beer and 

smoke that weed .. . they start 

thinking they ' re bigger than they 

are. That leads to being injail, being 

shot or being dead. Maybe even 

paralyzed," Newman said . 

Cisar said he can attest to the 

fact that more gang members are 

ending up in jail. 

"There's always a small group 

that causes most of the problems," 

he said. 

Under a new program, 

Operation Peacekeeper, that small 

group has been identified and steps 

have been taken to get them into 

custody, Cisar said. 

"There were about 12 gang 

members who we identified as the 

biggest problems. The ringleaders," 

Cisar said. "Almost all of them are 

in custody now. There are two or 

three outstanding, but we assume 

they ' ve left town." 

Newman said he would hope 

those gangsters have left town. He 

said it isn ' t right for gang members 

to have to have so many dealings with 

the authorities . 

" Only authorities a gang 

member supposed to see is the 

ambulance, when they get shot ," 

Newman said. "Otherwise they'll be 

in jailor dead. That's the risks we 

take though ." 

Cisar said he had only one thing 

he would like all gangsters and 

wannabes to know. 

"They ' re never going to tak.e 

over," he said. "They may try to 

recruit more and more of these kids, 

but we'll keep them under control. 

The numbers have been whittled 

down ." 

DECA students make nice showing at international competition, adviser says 
By Michael Gerhardt 

Central's DECA team recently 

won over 20 awards at the 

International DEC A competition in 

Anaheim, California. 

Marketing teacher Harry Gaylor 
~ 
:;;: said it was one of the most successful 

:. showings in the hundred-year history 

~ of Central. Three students finished 

~ in the top ten and 27 people qualified . 

Over 13 ,000 students attended the 

conference. 

Students who fini shed in the top 

ten were seniors Noah Priluck . 

Claire Devney and George Davis. 

Many other students won awards, 

too. 

" It was a learning experience if 

nothing else. I enjoyed many aspect 

of the conference and I believe it was 

well -c oo rdin ated," junior Brett 

Brokaw said. "The location could not 

have been better from a teenager 's 

perspective." 

Gaylor said the competition 

helps students learn to compete with 

other students from all over the 

country and measures the school's 

DECA program. 

Senior Ty Griess sa id the 

competition was one that he could 

use in many real-life situations. 

"The competition was a lot 

tougher than at the district or state 

level," Griess said. "It was a lot more 

competiti ve." 

Students took a comprehensive 

written test over marketing , 

management and entrepreneurship. 

After that, the students did a role

play rega rdi ng their sections of 

marketing, which was judged by 

bu sine ss leaders from many 

different companies. 

The two scores are combined 

and the top ten contestants then do a 

second role-play which are judged by 

the same judges. 

Bes ides the competitions, 

Gaylor said the students had plenty 

of time to relax and see the sites. 

Students went to Universal Studies, 

Disney Land and the New California 

Adventure theme park. 
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Liaison 

attempts t 

get kids 0 

the streets 
By Matt Wynn 

J ames Parsons st 

counseling Omaha gang mem 

1988. 

He doesn't have any 

counseling education. He simp 

knows what it takes to get kid, . 

the streets. 

Parsons is a "street c o u n s el, ~ 

He said he deals with mostly 

Omaha gangs, but to him all 

are the same. 

In fact, Parsons said most 

today are easily comparable to 

gang he was in during the 1970 ~. 

"I was a South Family 

The oldest gang in the city," 

said. "I wasn't a ra g-wearl 

platinum-toothed, glorified 

but I was a gangster." 

Parsons said his gang 

strictly selling drugs . In fa ct. h) 

time he got out of the gang, they 

still strictly a drug-selling 

He said they didn ' t really 

to get violent until the Loma, 

to town . 

The Lomas started out 

innocently enough, Parsons ,ald 

"The Hispanic gang membn 

Omaha, when they were in big 

like Chicago and LA, their 

their cousins, their family was 

up of real gang members," 

said. 

So when they came to Omaha 

just made sense to start a facti on 

their own, he said. 

But creating the Omaha 

of Lomas resulted in the m 

17-year-old gangster from L\ 

only known as "Diamond." 

"He came into town and 

this gang. But then, when he 

back to LA and told the real 

they didn't appreciate that 

much," Parsons said. "They 

him. Dead on the spot. In Call ' 

gang life, you have to ask permi I'. 

to do something like that." 

Because of stori e, 

Diamond's, Parso ns sai d 

dedicates much of his extra Ii 

getting kids out of the gang, 

Parsons said his reasli ns 

trying to help gangsters is 

when looking at a list of Lomas ' 

about ten years ago. 

Out of the 235 Lomas that II 

in Omaha in '96, Parsons said ~2 

dead . Sixty-five are in the 

penitentiary. Sixty are pendi ng to 

to jail. 

The rest, he said, are i 

successful. 

"They're·at least out of 

Parsons said. "For most 

members, that is success." 

Parsons said gangster, 

help in three main way s. On~ 

those way is education. 

He also said they need jl)b\ 

The hardest part, Parsons I ' 

is getting the kids to want to gel ' 

of gang life and culture. 

But that 's his specialty. 

"I walk the streets . I see J i 

hanging around . I ask, "Dld \ . 

graduate from high school ?" 

them didn't, so we get them a 

or into JobCorp , or back in '. 

school," Parsons said. 

On Tuesdays and Th u 

Parsons runs a gym for ki ds 

simply want something to dn 

gives them a stereo, a place tn 

and something to drink , then 

them do as they please. 

"They can get whateve r I . 

need there," Parsons said. 

music, free pop, basketball , ta 

a place to go and have fun." 

Parsons said some ki 

occasionally use the gym for 

wrong purposes . 

"If they're caught uSlOg 

our building, I kick them Oul i,):. 

couple days, maybe a week or 

Parsons said. "But when I let 

back in, it's like coming back 

to your dad . I yell. I scream 

get them back in." 

Parsons said he hopes kid, I 

see what he is trying to do for ' 

and try to set them selv es uf' I, 

succeed in life. He said that all 

often, kids choose the easiest 

'The easiest thing to do In . 

world," Par sons said , "i s It' , 

something wrong. I don't want · . 

kids to do that." 

( 
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Morphine pill abuse causes dozens of deaths nationwide 
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By Joe Meyer 

Ill ega l use o f Oxyc o ntin , a 

sy nthetic morph ine used as a pain 

re i iever to ease patie nts with chronic 

Ill nesses and cancers , has caused 

more th an 50 deaths in eas te rn 

Kentucky, but the drug has not been 

seen in Omaha. a po lice officer said . 

Sg t. Mark La ngan wi th the 

Oma ha Po lice Depa rtm e nt 'S 

narco ti cs divi s io n sa id th e 

de partment has not made any arrests 

or seizures because of Oxycontin . 

"S i nce we' re located in the 

middle o f the country, we do not see 

the presence of the drug before the 

res t o f the country," the sergeant 

,a id. ''I' m sure we ' ll see it , though." 

Langan was confident that the 

po lice department would be ab le to 

ha nd le th e d rug if it s ta rte d 

:Ippearing in the city. He sa id the 

Je pa rtment has rece i ved many 

reports of Oxyconti n and is aware 

ll f the possible pro blem. 

The US Justice Department of 

Eastern Kentucky said the effective 

three-year crackdo wn o n cocaine 

mig ht be why many users have 

turned to thi s prescriptio n drug. 

Dorra ine Reynolds, director of 

outpatie nt pharmacy at Creighton 

University, compared Oxycont in to 

hcro in . She said the drug is preferred 

ove r heroin becau se it is a 

prescription drug and users think it 

is pure. 

Ke vin Payne, commander of 

public affairs for the Kentucky State 

Po l ice , sa id abu sers i llegall y 

mani pul ate prescriptions to ga in 

access to the drug. T hey usually 

( home to remove the outer casi ng 

of the tablet, crush the drug and snort 

it. The dr ug can also be injected and 
swa llowed. 

Reynolds said the drug is the 

most dangerous when it is snorted, 

because the body absorbs the drug 

very quickl y. 

R ey no ld s said the drug is 

designed to be long lasting. In the 

tab le t fo rm , the drug is released 

graduall y over a period of eight to 

ten hours. 'But , when it is crushed, 

the user receives all the potency at 

o nce, which leads to a deadly 

overdose . 

Ox ycontin depresses the central 

ne rv o us system a nd a user's 

intestinal track, Reynolds said. The 

worst effec t is the respiratory rate 

slows down. 

" In an overdose situation, a 

pe rso n jus t s top s breathing 

completely," Reynolds said. 

Payne said the state decided to 

establish a special force to stop drug 

use, named Operation Oxyfest 2001 

because the drug was a constant 

presence of the drug in the agency 's 

raids. 

. He said Ox yfest resulted in the 

arrest of 280 people. According to 

the US Department of Justice of 

Eas tern Ke ntuc ky, this was the 

largest roundup of persons charged 

w ith illegally buying and selling 

drugs in the state's history. 

Reyno lds said Oxycontin is 

classified as a class two controlled 

substances, which is controlled by 

the Drug Enforcement Agency. It is 

in th e sa me ca tego ry as many 

prescription drugs like morphine and 

other illegal drugs like cocaine. 

Because of its class ification and 

monitoring as a controlled substanc~, 

Reyno lds said the drug is sometimes 

hard to proc ure. 

"It is tough, but it can be done," 

she said. " It takes some thought." 

Reynold s said ro bbing 

pharmacies or ge tting the drug 

directly from the wholesaler are 

ways that the drug can be illegally 

trafficked. 

Robberie s have been 

documented in Kentuc ky 

because of the drug, Payne 

said. The dru g is habit 

forming and users become 

frustrated when they run 

out of it. 

Payne sa id 

problem with Oxycontin 

will not go away in the 

near f).lture . 

'The arrests alone 

is the tip of the 

iceberg," he said. 

"Unfortunately, I 

don't think the 

Oxycontin 

problem will go 

away." 

Treatment 

opti o ns and 

community 

education will be 

needed in the state 

to completely stop 

the use, Payne said . 

Reyno ld s said 

the problem is no t 

exclusively 

Oxycontin. She said 

drug addi c ts are 

misusing a lo t o f 

prescription drugs. 

'The snorting o f 

drugs is really popular," 

she said. "All prescription 

drugs are problematic ." 
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This 

photo illustration shows 
how some people can 
become overly reliant on 
some prescription medi
ca tions . Sometimes, 
people's entire lives will 
revolve around getting 
more of the drug. 
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octors' reliance on Ritalin leads to misuse of drug, psychiatrist says 
., 

~.-.l. ,'" • • 

y Joe Meyer 

on Because of the new awareness 

I/' Attention Deficit Hyperac tiv ity 

ke )isorder (ADHD), Rita lin, the drug 

he hat is used to treat the disorder is 

10 umetimes over prescribed, a local 

'or 

:01 

:re 

'hi ld psycho logist sa id . 

"Thi s isn ' t a new di sea se ," 

1ic he lle Cass id y, a c hild 

sycho logist at Children's Hospital 

' ~ m ily support center, said . " people 

ave desc ri bed it fo r more th an 

Ie lundreds of years." 

Ie Sc hool Nurse Jenny Conahan 
lO 
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, 
: said she has seen·a slight· increase in . years , leads to some fa ulty 

th e nu m be r of students who are diagnosises. 

She said things can be done at 

the child 's school and home to so l ve 

the problems. If these procedures are 

un successful , then she prescribes 

Ritalin to the child . 

prescri bed anti-depressants during She sa id , so me time s , 

her five years at Central. pediatricians a nd fa mily 

She said she has a lso dealt with practitioners simply g ive children 

many kids who are prescribed two drugs without totally examining the 

or three di fferent types of drugs, but patient. 

this is normal with a ll medications It is be tt e r for trained 

that are prescribed to kids. psycho logists to examine children 

"That's hard for kids because wh o mi ght have thi s di so rder, 

kids are so hard to give drugs to," Cassidy said. 

Conahan said. She said she pre fers to try 

Cass idy said the fact that any alternative ways of solving thi s 

doctor can prescribe Ritalin, which disorder, rather than immediately 

has been in use fo r more than 30 prescribing drugs. 

" If those thin gs will he lp, there 

is no reason to use drugs," she said . 

Dr. Steven Starr, a pri vate ch ild 

psychologist, said diagnosing a child 

with ADHD is a tough ca ll to make. 

He said that because the di ag nosis is 

no t a c lin ica l one , mi sta kes are 

sometimes made. 

Starr said a medical diagnosis 

can only be correct when the child 

Come see VSB c5luf'JC/ o/fenst"ue not"se and lois o//ahe blood 

* June 8 at the Cog Factory * June 17 at the Asylum 

* June 9 at the Cog Factory * June 29 at the Asylum 

Cog- 2224 Leavenworth Asylum- 17th and Farnam 

id 

IU 

II 
), 

,h 

IS 

o 
Ie 

.y 

Congratulations 

on an excellent 

yea;r! Good luck 

in the future 

seniors! 
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is observed in school, at home and 

alone. 

T he bes t way to tre at th e 

disorder is by using medication, Starr 

said . 

" It is sometimes no t a clear 

diag nosis, but 75 to 90 perce nt 

respond to medication," he said. 

Thi s medi cati on, St arr sa id , 

allows the children, who are usually 

between 3 and 7 years o lds, to think 

clearly before they act. 

Because of the use of drugs, 

most childre n who are diagnosed 

with ADHD improve. although some 

sympto ms co ntinue throughout a 
patient 's life. 

Cass idy said the medications 

have side effects that can sometimes 

be harmful to the children that take 

them. 

Sh.e sa id ecause o f thi s, the 

medi ca l community has become 

aware to the dangers of prescribing 

drugs to children that might not have 

the disorde r. 

" ) th i nk th ere ' s a lo t mo re 

awa re ness o ut with these 

medica ti o ns a nd the abu se 

potenti al," Cassidy said. 
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NSEA sponsors 

teacher march 
From TEACHER RALLY, page 1 

a "mass exodus" over the last two 

years, OPS had 60 vacancies for 

qualified teachers at the beginning of 

this year. When this happens, the 

school district is forced to increase 

class sizes and drop some courses. 

"The Legislature must focus on 

the educational problem," Mackiel 

said during his speech outside the 

capital. "The public does not want 

and the children do not deserve larger 

class sizes ." 

Anderson said the shortage in 

teachers has caused the state to even 

look internationally for teachers to 

fill roles. She said 15 teachers from 

Spain who are currently in the state 

to teach the international language. 

Krejci, who is also a NSEA 

board member, said trying to increase 

teacher salaries is a major focus for 

the organization . 

"Thi s [teacher salaries) has been 

a primary focus of the association," 

she said. 

Anderson said she thought fhe 

day was a success that gave the 

teachers a chance to have their. voices 

heard. 

Whatever effect the day had will 

show later, Krejci said. 

"Whether that [the rally] will 

turn into votes in the Legislature is 

another issue," she said. 

......... 

Creighton offers online courses 
By Ally Freeman 

This fall , Creighton University 

will begin a program unique to its 

campus. 

Starting in August, students will 

be able to complete the majority of a 

pharmacy degree online. 

Dr. Pat Malone, director of the 

web-based di s tance education 

pharmacy program, said before a 

student goes to pharmacy school he 

must complete two yea rs at pre

pharmacy school, before beginning in 

a 4-year pharmacy school. 

He said there were many reasons 

Creighton decided to implement the 

program , includin g the curre nt 

shortage of pharmacists. 

One of the main goals was to 

make achieving a pharmacy degree 

more available to those interested. 

"It is a way to expand the number 

of pharmacists graduating and going 

into the workforce," Malone said . 

Malone said that under 

Creighton 'S program, students would 

be able to complete the first three 

years o f the program over on line 

courses. with a few exceptions. 

l{e said th~re are laboratory 

clas ses that require s tudents'. 

presence. 

"They cannot do things li ke 

make an injectable so lution over the 

Internet," Malone said. 

He said for these classes, students 

would need to be present on campus 

for two weeks, where they could 

complete all the lab classes. 

The last year consists of 10 

different c1erkships, which include 

worki ng at di fferent pharmacy 

locations or hospitals. 

Malone said the program is not 

limited to residents of Nebraska, but 

the students must be able to complete 

the two weeks of lab-classes on the 

Crieghton campus. 

He said in the future , depending 

on where the students are located, 

they might be able to offer the classes 

closer to where they live. 

"This is the first one anywhere, 

where you can begin from day one as 

a pharmacy school student," Malone 

said. 

He said they have received 

interest from people who wanted to 

go back to school but have other 

things forcing them to stay' close to 

home. 

"[The program) allows people to 

go back to school, but not tear them 

away from their family." 

There are also many medical 

professionals currently in other fields 

who interested in changing careers 

that have expressed interest. 

Malone sai d there are both 

advantages and disadvantages to the 

program. 

One of the major difficulties is 

that people not used to taking courses 

on the co mputer will have 

apprehensions. 

He said the course would 

benefit individuals in different 

ways. 

" It really depends on the 

person, some students find they 

get more work done on their 

own," Malone said. 

Malone said while many 

students benefit by having the 

opportunity to ask class in person, 

others have difficulty talking to 

a teac her. 

For these type of students e

mailing question and receiving a 

personal response would be 

advantageous. 

"It takes a little getting used to, 

but once you do people will find that 

its not different than what you are 

used to now," Malone said. 

He sai d they have started 

ac~epting a handful of students and 

hope to have 60 in their first class. 

Malone sa id he thinks many 

people wi ll view the online course as 

an easy degree and sign up without 

realizing the effort involved. 

" It takes a lot of work to become 

a pharmacist," Malone said. 

the 

ONLINE DE. 

GREES: To try to 
increase the 
number of p eople 

entering the fi eld. 

Creighton Univer. 

sity has decided to 
offer pharmacy IdlllllI1lg 

courses online. 

Low salaries cause many teachers to leave state, teacher say ... ,~-·· 
By Matt Wynn 

Reading teacher Donna Noll 

paints a bJeak picture of teaching in 

Nebraska. 

Noll went to school and earned a 

bachelor's degree and two masters. 

She wanted to be a teacher all her life 

because, "that 's what people did. It 

was a respectable position." 

But now, Noll said , being a 

teacher in Nebraska is hardly worth 

the trouble of getting up every 

morning. 

" If I were starting to teach now, 

1 would drive across the river in 

Counci l Bluffs," Noll said . 

If Noll did begin to teach in 

Council Bluffs , she would make 

$7000 more than a teacher starting in 

Nebraska. 

"You just kind of get here and 

you don't leave," Noll said. 

The teacher pay issue has been 

causing problem s over the past 

decade but recently the problem has 

spiraled out o f contro l. American 

Government teacher Carol Krejci 

said. 

Krejci said the problem is 

especially evident when Nebraska's 

teacher pay is compared to other 

states. Currently, Nebraska is the 

forty -fifth lowest paying state in the 

nation for teachers. 

Six months ago, Krejci said, 

Nebraska was only forty-third. 

Krejci said the problem can be 

traced back to the state government. 

She said the governor simply refuses 

to pay teachers in the state. 

But the legislature, she said, is 

constantly trying to pass new bills to 

pay teachers more money. 

"The problem is in order to fund 

that [a pay increase] they ' r e 

proposing a quarter cen t sales tax 

increase," Krejci said . 

She said that the governor has 

already said he wi ll veto any bi ll that 

comes to his desk that proposes a tax 

increase of any kind. 

She said that his stance on thi s 

issue does not accurately reflect the 

wishes of Nebraskan citizens. 

In fact, the Nebraska Schools 

Ac ti vi tes Association recently 

released a poll that found th at 79 

percent of Nebraskan citizens would 

be willing to pay more in sales tax if 

the money went to increase teacher 

pay. 

But Chri s, a representative of 

governor Mike Johanns who would 

not give his last name, said there is a 

very good reason for not rai sing sales 

tax to fund higher teacher pay. 

'The governor ran in ' 98 on a 

pl atform of tax relief," Chris said . 

"For the governor now to tum around 

an d say, 'Tax relief, but thi s is a 

specia l case," doesn' t make any 

sense. l{e will continue to veto any 

proposed tax increase, no matter what 

its purpose." 

Chris said the governor has very 

little power over public education. He 

also said the governor believes that 

education issues should not be his 

main concern. 

"P ublic education has been 

driven primarily by local control and 

local decision makers. So it goes to 

reason that certain issues - like teacher 

pay - would be and should be 

addressed at the local level," Chris 

said. 

Chris said when people look at 

fhe way Johanns has budgeted his 

money, they wiIllearn that the teacher 

pay issue has not been ignored. 

Chris sa id 25 percent to 50 

percent of the total cost of K-12 

education has been allocated for 

teacher pay. The governor has also 

recentl y proposed spending $200 

million on K-12 education in the near 

future. 

In fact, 52 percent of all state 

spending is dedicated to education, 
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Chris said. 

"When people look at the 

numbers, they will see that the state 

has not been miserly when it comes 

to funding public education," Chris 

said. 

Chris said the governor has 

recently proposed three public 

education plans to help relieve the 

teacher pay problem without raising 

taxes. 

l{e sai d the governor has 

supported the Loan Forgiveness 

Program, the Ment~ring Program 

and the Master Teacher Program. All 

of these programs addressed teacher 

pay, he said. 

Chris said altogether, these three 

programs have budgeted $500 

million a year. 

But some teachers believe the 

. implementation of these programs 

may not be enough to keep teachers 

in the state. Krejci and Noll both said 

they know of at least a few teachers 

who have left the district for hi 

paying jobs. 

Krejci said the Social Studies 

Department is a good example of 

exac tly how bad the situati on In 

Nebraska is. 

At the beginning of the year. she 

said , the Social Studies Depart ment 

was understaffed, so the district made 

classes larger in ord er to 

accommodate. 

At semester, two teachers from 

OPS and one from Central left to take 

. better teaching job's' in the private 

sector. 

The worst part, she said, is that 

Social Studies is considered to bean 

oversupplied staff. Departments such 

as Math and Science are havin1 

much bigger problems, she said. 

"A lot of the new teachers jUlt 

stay in the profession for a year or 

two," Noll said . "More and more. 

people are deciding not to go into the 

profession at all." 
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eight obsession leads to deadly behavior 

Bulimia ner vosa, a n eating 

r that includes binge eating 

purg ing, quickly consumes a 

's life, a woman who has been 

ling wi th the disorder for more 

14 years, said. 

"At the time, I reaHy didn ' t know 

al was going on," Beth, 31 , who 

not want to give her last name, 

. "It was a real peculiar thing. [ 

wa nted to lose weight." 

Sarah Ruma, a licensed mental 

Ilh prac titioner who counsels at 

. Behavioral Health, said bUlimia 

life threatening illness that affects 

heart, teeth and decreases muscle 

ngth. 

Mos t of the time, people who 

from bulimia binge on food and 

n purge themse lves to avoid 

ing weight. 

This purging can be done many 

Ruma said, including induced 

mining, lacitive abuse, excesive 

ere ising and fasting . 

Beth said her batt le with bulimia 

when she was 15. She said she 

insecure about her self-image and 

had a low self-esteem. 

She would binge on food and 

purge herself. She would force 

. If to vomit, exercise for hours 

and even fast for days at a time. 

She sa id her attempts to lose 

ht quickly got out of control. 

" It went from just trying to lose 

ht to a total obsession," she said . 

ust sort of fell into it." 

Beth said her obsession quickly 

k over her entire life . She said she 

. forcing herself to vomit twelve 

times a day during the worst times. 

"It kind of takes over your life . 

Your breathing and every part of your 

life is centered around food," she said. 

After some time, Beth said the 

practice became second nature. When 

she was bulimic, she said she did not 

even realize what she was doing. 

She was so obsessed with losing 

weight that she quickly forgot about 

the rest of her life. 

"It just became an instinctual 

type of thing, it became automatic," 

she said. " I really didn't know what 

was happening and that 's the scary 

thing about this disease." 

When she was 17, her parents 

pressured her about her eating habits 

and she decided to go into treatment 

for her eati ng disorder. 

"I guess we should do something 

about thi s," she told her parents. 

She weighed a little more than 

80 pounds at that time. 

Beth said the first time she went 

to a treatment center, she was not 

completely willing to be there. She 

enrolled in an outpatient program, but 

she quickly relapsed into her old 

habits. 

-She sa id her eating disorder 

interfered with all parts of her life and 

she had to address the problem on its 

own. 

Her parents then placed her in a 

hospital against her will. 

Treatment of bulimia foc uses 

more on educating patients about their 

problems, Beth said. 

Docto rs , py sc hi atrists a nd 

dieticians all work with the patients 

to try to allow them to control their 

cravings. 

Beth said the treatment focuses on 

g iving patients valuable information 

about foods. 

She said she has learned this like the 

fact that eating fatty food s makes her 

brain and muscles work better. 

"That perfectionisti c mode of 

thinking somehow enters into how 

you think of food," Beth said. "A 

lo t o f it [the treatment] is just 

learning where your place is in the 

world and accepting it." 

Beth said her constant battle 

with bulimia has caused many 

hea lth problems. 

She is parti ally paralysed, 

s he has experi e nced some 

memory loss and she 

sometimes has an irregular 

heartbeat. 

She a lso said th e 

stomach acid from when 

she vomited wore away 

the enamel on her teeth, 

which caused most of her 

teeth to decay. 

Although she ha s 

bee n in treatment ever 

since she was diagnosed 

14 years ago, she still 

reverts back to her o ld 

behaviors during stressful 

times in her life. -

" It kind of goes in 

spurts. Somet imes, if there's 

a lot more stress in my life, 

th e eating di so rders are 

harder to control," Beth said. 

But being more mature 

allows her to handle her lifelong 

problem better and she know is not 

ashamed to ask experts for help with 

her disease. 

This disorder 

causes victims to binge eat and 
them purge them selves. Along 
with forced vomitting; excercise 
and fasting are ways they can 
do this. 
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Patrolling officer deals with alcoholics, traffic stops, personal disputes 

From PATROL, page 1 

down on the meridian of 241h and SI. Mary. 

"She's a drunk Indian that wants to have 

a nap," he said as he got out of hi s patrol car. 

A second officer, patrolman Harrison, 

up to the scene a couple seconds later. 

The officers asked a couple questions, 

then Huffman leaned over and picked up a 

water bottle less than two feet away from the 

woman. 

He opened it up, smelled it and made a 

face. Then he proceeded to pour the contents 

of the bottle onto the ground. 

Harrison and Huffman decided the best 

thing to do for the woman would be to take 

her to either the Lydia House or Campus of 

Hope. 

"This isn't a thing where we just pass 

them off," Huffman said of the woman. "It's 

a place they can go to get the help they need , 

where they can get detox." 

Huffman said he assumed the woman 

was well beyond the lega l Blood Alcoho l 

Level (BAL) of .1, but he couldn ' t say for 

sure just how intoxicated she really was. 

"With many of the people we run into 

down here, .3 and .4 is not unheard of," 

Huffman sa id. 

Harrison cuffed the woman and put her 

into the front seat of hi s car. He then drove 

her to Campus of Hope, where she tested for 

a BAL of .27. 

As she was being prepared for care at 

the Campus , the woman th anked officer 

Harrison for hi s help. 

"No problem," Harri son said. 

Huffman then headed back in to the 

squad car and started hi s typica l patrol of the 

area. 

But it wasn ' t lo ng before a report of a 

di sturbance at 191h and Jackson ca ll ed him 

back to duty. 

When he pulled up to the apartment 

complex, two other patrol cars followed him. 

Huffman met Officers Frieden and Officer 

Wool man at the building. 

A man walked out of the backyard of the 

apartment and summed up the situation for 

the officers. 

He cl ai med he was playing hi s music 

when hi s neighbor up s ta irs, who wa s 

.intox!cated, began. to get irritated and started 

bang ing o n the fl oor telling him to quiet 

down . 

The officers went into the downstairs 

apartment to see just how loudly the music 

was play ing. 

"Is that too loud? That guy's try ing to 

tell me it 's too loud! " the downstairs neighbor 

asked. 

"Doesn't so u nd th a t way to me," 

Huffman said. "But remember, you' re in an 

apartment. One of the downsides to that is 

you have to pay attention to what your 

neighbors say." 

That's when the man from the upstairs 

apartment, who had been complaining about 

the music, came out of hi s apartment. 

"Can you hear that sh- ?" he asked the 

officers. "Tell him he's playing that sh- too 

loud." 

As the officers walked up to the man 's 

apartment, Huffman sa id to Frieden, "Thi s 

guy 's drunk." 

. "I know," Frieden sa id. "But that other 

guy's high. So what do we do?" 

Huffman sent Woolman and Frieden off. 

Then he went downstairs, told the man to turn 

down hi s music , and went back to the station. 

"Jesus," he sa id , "you could smell the 

pot rolling out of hi s room. And I know it 

. was him , because I didn ' t smell it until he 

opened his door," 

Huffman said that' s the worst part of hi s 

job: knowing that he can't get everyone. 

"Sure, I could arrest every 17-year-old 

kid who's smoking a cigarette, but they' re a 

dime a dozen," Huffman sa id . "So what 's the 

point? We ' ve got to focus on the tougher 

crimes, the crimes th at a re really hurting 

somebody. Sometimes it can get you down ." 
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Problems exist 

with homework, 

Thompson says 
From HOMEWORK, page 1 

120 minutes for high school students 

each night. [n add ition, incentives are 

given to complete assignments. 

Thompson said neither Central 

nor the district has a policy regarding ' 

homework. 

Thompson said he requests that 

most teachers give homework in ev

ery class for every night , but the 

school does not have a time specifi

cation on how much work should be 

gIven . 

He said he will occasionally re

ceive complaints from parents regard

ing heavy loads of work loads, but he 

said the additional work comes with 

schooL 

"This is school," he said. "There 

are important lessons [to be learned] 

and expectations here. " 

He said he sees no perfect way 

to regulate homework. Thompson 

said he is more concerned about over

loading students with tests than home

work. 

He sa id he has considered creat

ing a schedule where certain depart

ments would give tests on specified 

day of the week, ensuring that stu

dents will not have multiple tests on 

the same day . 

Whi le he offers this as a possible 

solution, no plans have ever been 

made, he said. 

Thompson said he thinks many 

teachers give students busy work. 

" It 's unfortunate ," Thompson 

said. "Students are being ass igned 20 

math problems , when maybe only 

five are necessary." 

He sa id the school continuously 

works with teachers to make sure 

quali ty assignments are given. 

While Thompson said he knows 

many students have full days com

plete with jobs and after-school ac

ti vities that limit time available to 

spend on homework, he said students 

need to make choices. 

He said freshman should not be 

given as much homework as upper

classmen because they are sti ll in

volved in a range of activities and are 

often dec iding what to concentrate on. 

"As they get older they need to 

make more choices," he said. 

All activities, whether music or 

sports, are important, the principal 

said. But students need to maintain a 

balance between their schoolwork 

and extracurricular activities. 

Thompson said he would be very 

surpri sed if OPS ever developed a 

homework policy. He said one of the 

strengths of Central is that we have 

more homework than other schools. 

"[At Central] students are trained 

well for what is to come in college," 

he said . 
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Central 

looks into 
'18 options 
By Ally Freeman 

The International Baccalaureate (lB) 

program has received wide attention in 

recent years as many schools have adopted 

it. 

Dr. Gary Thompson said that Central 

has considered the IB program, but it is very 

expensive and there is no school district sup

pon. He said the absence of long-term finan

cia l support from the district will make it 

ex tremely hard to establish the program 

which can cost between $50,000 -$100,000 

per year to ru n. 

Paul Campbell, associate director of the 

IB program in North America said the diplo

ma program began at international schools 

in the mid- 1960s. 

He said 90 percent of the 340 schools 

that offer the program in the U.S. are pUblic. 

This is an unusual occurrence because inter

nationally the program is predominantly 

offered in private schools. 

He said that in the very extensive appli

ca ti on process, IS percent of the schools will 

be turned down the first time. If denied, most 

schools will take what they learned, reapply 

and eventu all yare accepted. 

Thompson said Central has been 

researchi ng the issue for two years and knew 

the distric t had been looking to put it in one 

OPS high school. 

He said the IB program looks for a 

diverse popu lation, which Central has. 

However, Thompson said he had con

ce rns abou t the extensive process IB 

req uires. He said it would be incredibly time 

consuming and would require changes in the 

lengths of the periods at Central. 

He also had concerns that it is a highly 

elec tive program and would only benefit a 

small number of students . 

Renee Kehrberg, director of secondary 

education for the Omaha Public Schools 

(OPS) said after having studied the IB pro

gram for a year, the administration has made 

a recommendation for Crestridge 

Elementary School. Beveridge Middle 

School. and Benson High School to receive 

distric t funding to implement the program. 

Kchrberg sa id that if other schools want to 

pursue es tablishing the program they must 

develop their own initiative to find funding 

for the program. 

She said that in researching the pro

gram, schools did visitations and educators 

went through training to learn more about it. 

IB had initially been brought to the 

attention of the district because of informa

tio n they had gained from articles and peri

odicals across the country, she said. 

Thompson said he hopes that Central 

will be able to expand on its honors course 

offerings and is looking at putting an 

Advanced Placement diploma system very 

similar to the IB offering. He said the 

College Board is conducting a pilot program 

th is year to see how it works, which 

Thompson has been greatly encouraging. 

Campbell said the IB and AP programs 

are very simi lar in the course difficulty and 

rigor. The current difference is that IB is a 

complete diploma program. 

He said IS students are required to take 

six courses their junior and senior year in all 

disciplines, not just their areas of strength . . 

They are also required to do community 

service, additional activities, take a critical 

thinking class and write a 4000-word essay. 

He said that normally other country's 

students have performed better at the sec

ondary level, and an American school with 

the IB program can be compared to schools 

all around the world. 

Advanced programs such as IB and AP 

are known to greatly benefit students at the 

university level. 

Bev Keller, project assistant in the 

Adm issions Office at the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln said that currently they 

only accept a few IS courses for college 

credit. When looking at admissions deci

sions, she said the department treats students 

with IS credit the same as students with reg

ular courses. 

She said there have been no applications 

this year with IB courses on transcripts . This 

is primarily due to the fact that no high 

school in Nebraska offers the program, 

Keller said. 

Cam pbell said he sees the continuing 

importance of the IS program as colleges are 

becoming more selective and professions are 

becoming more demanding . 

He said he believes the IB program will 

continue to grow. 

They currently receive 70 applications a 

year to apply for the IB programs; compared 

to the I ° they were receiving a year in 198 

"The need for a well-recognized , rigor

ous secondary school curriculum is as great 

as every right now," Campbell said. 
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THE HEAT IS ON: 
This illustration shows 
that Central is known 
for being extremely hot 

during the summer 
months. At both the 

beginning and ending of 
every school year, the 

heat in the school 
becomes almost 
unbearable. But soon, 
after the proposed reno· 
vations, the school will 
have a fully-function· 
ing, air-condition ing 
system. 
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• RENOVATIONS 

Future will bring cooler temperatures 
By Ally Freeman 

Fans, water bottles and notebooks have all served the 

same purpose at Central- keeping the students cool. 

Yet the hundred-year tradition Central students rec

ognize as enduring unbearable heat and tedious condi

tions is slowly coming to an end. 

Dr. Gary Thompson, principal , said work on the new 

air-conditioning system will begin this summer, although 

it will not be finished until 2003. 

After the school year ends, workers will begin con

struction on a cold water pipe running into the building on 

both the two and four sides. 

Initial work will be completed this summer and dur

ing the summer of 2002, the pipes will be connected on 

each level and an air conditioning unit will be put in each 

classroom. 

"The problem is not lack of air, but too much heat," 

he said. 

Not only will the air conditioning offer cool air dur

ing the summer, but much better climate control overall, 

Thompson said. Currently there is little control because a 

single thermostat controls several classrooms. 

Thompson said this has been a long anticipated and 

much needed project. 

But not all people are excited about Central receiving 

air conditioning. 

Thompson said some people have questioned if it is 

a priority in the renovation, since Central only received 

$15 million. Others think it will take away from the charm 

of the school. 

Thompson said the heat serves a connection that all 

former Central students can relate to. 

Senior Shayna Denny said that after four years at 

Central she has learned to adjust to the temperature in the 

building, and thinks the air-conditioning will detract from 

the charisma of the school. 

"Half the battle of going to Central is dealing with the 

heat," Denny said. "You know when you come here the 

academics are hard and the heat sucks." 

However, most believe the advantages of air-condi

tioning will surpass the disadvantages. 

Thompson said the inside of the building can reach 

past 90 degrees, especially upstairs. Almost no activities 

can be held in the building during the summer months 

because of the heat. 

Thompson has had to decline organizations from 

using the auditorium during the summer because temper· 

atures can reach 95 degrees. 

"Everything is limited [in the building] during the hot 

part of the year," Thompson said. 

He said the heat has significantly affected the learn

ing environment of the e school. 

"It 's harder to study in a 90 degree classroom," he 

said. 

However, Thompson said both the staff and students 

have learned to adjust and handled the adverse conditions 

very well. 

"Students learn to adapt, and they may complain 

about it, but they learn to dress for the temperature," 

Thompson said. 

Denny said the heat obviously was distracting in 

classes. She said she always would use a notebook or 

other available object for a fan. 

"You just deal with it, because you don't have a 

choice," Denny said. 

Here they come! 
Despite Central's current pest problems, contractors say there 
are no plans for any special extermination during renovations .... 

----:f---::;:--
By Matt Wynn 

" 
Ie some people hope the ren-

ovations will bring air-conditioning, 

better wiring and more gym space, oth

hope improvements will be made 

a much smaller scale. 

"One time I was picking up this book out 

/ of my locker," sophomore Valerie Niemeier said, 

"and this cockroach the size of my palm ran out 

and almost hit my foot. So I screamed. It was real

ly disgusting ." 

Niemeier is only one of many students who 

has had a close ca ll with one of Central 's not-so

cuddly creatures. However, students are not the 

only people with worries about the bugs. 

"The bugs might just put a dent in the 

renovations," night lead custodian Frank 

DeGeorge said. 

DeGeorge said Cen tral has a very real bug 

problem. 

He said at night, if he goes into a custodial 

room and flips on the light, sometimes he can see 

up to eight cockroaches, and maybe even a mouse 

scurry off to safety. 

"Wherever there is food, or warmth, or mois

ture, you will find cockroaches," DeGeorge said. 

''They're everywhere." 

He said he couldn't give an estimate as to 

how many pests the school has. 

All he knows, he said, is that there are a lot of 

them. 

And when DLR group, the architectural firm 

hired to do the renovations, comes to school, they 

may find more than they bargained for, he said. 

"You break a wall, you ' ll find bugs. You go 

under a sidewalk, you'll find bugs," DeGeorge 

said. 

He said that the school has a variety of ani 

mals. 

He listed off cockroaches, bats, mice and said 

occasionally there are even some ants. 

James Dahlin, an architect for DLR group 

said pest control is not a major concern for the 

company. 

He said as of right now there are no plans .to 

do any special extermination over the summer. 

"Of course any project we do has some sort 

.. -,-............. 

of extermination ," Dahlin 

said. "It's part of the process. I'm 

not aware of any extra part of this proj-

ect, though." 

Dahlin said the only 

he is aware of is done periodically in 

kitchen, teachers lounge and other 

areas. 

He said he doesn't expect the bugs to 

too much of a problem during the renovations, but 

he does acknowledge that there could be a prob

lem during the project 

"There are probably some minor problems 

that could occur," Dahlin said. "But hey, we have 

to live with them." 

Niemeier said she hopes that is not the case. 

"They need to get rid of them somehow," she 

- said . "Maybe 

could hire an exte0 ,. 

minator, or 
get the Orki - n ' - m '- a - n - ' "-:- -:-- -':::::::::~-

something ." 
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$ Watching the trends of teenage finance 

By Ally Freeman 

Gambling. It's a bigger problem 

than many are aware of. 

Acco rding to th e A merican 

Academy of Pediatrics, in 1998 be

tween 76 percent and 9 1 percent of 

all teens will have gambl ed by the 

time they are seniors in high schooL 

Linda Zitek, a gambling counse

lor at Council Bluffs Fam ily Service 

sa id her organization offers individual 

and group counseling to gambling . 

addicts, 
Z itek has noticed a severe i11- . 

crease in the number of adolescent 

gamblers around the area in the last 

year and a half, most likely a result 

of the Winna-Vegas Casino in Sloan, 

Iowa lowering the admi ttance age to 

18, she sa id. The legal gambling age 

is 21, but since Winna Vegas is on 

government land the age can be low

ered. 
Zitek also said sports' betting is 

ex tremely popular among teenagers. 

Zitek remembers a case she had 

where a student lost all of hi s loan ' 

money and 'maxed' out all h is credit 

cards from a gambling addiction . 

In cases like these, Zitek said 

they find a responsible adult to take 

over financing for the individual and 

set up a strong support system. Fam

ily Service prov ides coun seling for 

teens at no charge. 
She said the duration of recov

ery varies for each individual, but 

usually takes between six and 18 

months. 
" Some people never recover," 

Zi tek sa id . 
Therapy cannot cure every addic

tion, she said, but if there is a case 

where counseling has not been suc

cessful they will focus on ensuring 

that the' gambling addiction does not 

multiply and lead to other addictions. 

Senior Graham Engdahl sa id 

parti cipates in a monthly poker game 

and a sport betting pool at school , qut 

'otherwise has done no serious gam-

bling. I 

He said he has no interest to 

lottery tickets because there is such 

slim chance that you wi ll win. 

"There's not enough payback," 

Engdahl said. / 

He sa id with poker, it's just a fun 

time and you never lose more than $5 

a game. 

Zitek sa id gambling addi 

Turn to GAMBLING, page 1 

--
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Counterfeiter regrets acti ns 

'\' 

By Danielle Rollins 

He wanted to have a little 

spending money. 

He wanted to have something 

to do. 

He wanted to be a legend. 

But what Luke Stecker, a 

Central graduate, didn't want, was 

to get caught. 

'The tough part isn't getting 

the money past the banks," 

Stecker said. "All you got to do is 

get it past the person who is taking 

it." 

When Stecker was 17-years

old, he and a friend manufactured 

counterfeit money with his home 

computer. 

He planned on spending it in 

the cafeteria at school the next day. 

"Twenty dollars or larger is 

too suspicious." Stecker said. "A 

$1 or a $5 isn't worth the risk. 

that's why 1 did a $10." 

Paul Johnson. resident agent 

in charge at the United States 

Secret :Service. said many high 

school students think about 

counterfeiting money. 

He said that most students are 

not aware of how serious a crime 

counterfeiting money is. 

"It is important to know that 

manufacturing and passing around 

counterfeit money is a federal 

offense," Johnson said. 

Stecker said he had thought 

about making fake money before. 

he never expected it to be difficult. 

He played around a little on 

his computer and realized he was 

right. it was relatively easy. so he 

decided it was worth attempting in 

real life. 

"} tried making some 

[counterfeit money] one day and 

thought. this has potential." 

Stecker said. 

He said his plan was simple. 

Spend the money in one day. at one 

time. 

By the time anyone caught on 

it would be too late. Others were 

allegedly !Tl,volveg" t\tough t,hey. 

would not go on record. . 

Stecker said he could figure it 

out. He went through with it. He 

thought he could get away with it. 

but the next day his friend allegedly 

did it again. 

'The banks had caught on the 

day before. so they were on the 

lookout for it." Stecker said. 

Stecker did not want to be a 

thief: He thought it would be a 

good joke. 

Johnson deals with many high 

school students who counterfeit 

money. 

He said that they. like Stecker. 

think of counterfeiting money as 

nothing more than a good school 

prank. 

Because most of the teens 

Johnson deals with have not 

counterfeited money before, he said 

that the best way to handle the 

problem is to explain to them the 

consequences of their actions. 

Although this dilemma has 

.. growl) am~ . ng b.igh ~~h~ol teens. '. 

. Johns9n said that the real problems 

starts. not when the teenagers 

manufacture the money. but when 

they start using it and trying to pass 

it off as real money. 

"It goes from. 'let's see if! can 

be funny' to 'let's see if! can make 

money off of this. ", he said. 

Stecker said he never 

expected to make money off of it. 

He just wanted to see if he could 

actually pull it off. 

"We were not going to make 

much money, it was just something 

to do." he said. 

When he realized that he had 

been caught, Stecker said he really 

did not believe what was 

happening. 

He said that he saw two men 

from the Secret Service walk into 

the courtyard. 

He immediately knew that 

they were coming for him. 

"I was sitting in the courtyard 

and 1 saw two guys in suits." 
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Stecker. s,aid, "I, w~s just like,. '<?h " 
sh--... • 

He said the agents told him 

that they knew someone was 

passing counterfeit money in the 

school, and that his friend had 

already been caught. 

Then they told him his friend 

had turned him in. 

Stecker was not prosecuted 

because he was a minor at the time. 

Because he was not 

prosecuted. the Secret Service did 

not have his case on record. 

The agents instead talked to 

him about how serious a crime 

counterfeiting money is. 

He said that they tried to 

'scare' him by telling him that they 

could take away his computer, his 

car. even his house. because that is 

where the money was 

manufactured. 

'They just tried to scare the sh

- out of me," Stecker said. 

Johnson said this is a common 

procedure used when high school 

students are caught 
• J j '. I 

. counterfeit n;ton~y . . 

He said because they can't be 

prosecuted. this method helps to 

show the students just how serious 

the crime is . 

"You are hoping that the time 

you are having with them [the 

students] helps turn the light on. 

Johnson said. 

Though Stecker was not 

prosecuted. he did not walk J\\ '3 ~ 

from the experience unscathed. 

He was suspended fro m 

school and forced to work at the 

school during the summer. Darrell 

Lahmann, dean of students, said. 

Johnson said that he hopes ' 

those who are cau ght 

manufacturing counterfeit monel 

learn that the consequences are 

severe and decide the benefits are 

not worth the punishments of such 

crimes. 

"I would not rec ommend 

counterfeiting money." Steckel 

said. 

Drug sales provide money, trouble for one studen 
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By Paula Salhany 

* Name changed to 

protect identity. 

Like many other 

students. junior John 

Smith* needs money 

to get through the day. 

Unlike other 

students. Smith goes to 

illegal measures to get the 

money he needs. 

"It was common 

knowledge that I sold 

[drugs]. So I would set up 

in the OEA parking lot and 

people would just come 

up to my car and hand me 

ten or twenty bucks," 

Smith said. "I had a little 

scale and I would measure out 

marijuana." 

Smith said dealers buy marijuana 

from people who grow it at their 

households. 

Dealers can make a profit from 

running a business like this because 

they buy a bulk amount for a lower 

price and sell it in small quantities at a 

higher price. 

Although it is profitable for sellers 

to grow their own marijuana, it is fairly 

diffi"cult to grow it in Nebraska, Smith 

said. 

He said it can also be very dangerous 

to grow marijuana because it gives off 

heat and is very easily detected by the 

police helicopters . 

"Marijuana is definitely the most 

widely sold illegal drug," Lt. Erick 

Buske of the Omaha Police Department 

said. 

He said most of the information 

leading to drug busts in Omaha are from 

citizen informants. 

Without alert citizens, he said, the 

police department wQuld have a lot more 

difficulty arresting drug pushers. 

"We will get a call from someone 

saying that they think someone is selling 

drugs or have evidence of this," Buske 

said. 

From this information the police 

will check out the address given to them, 

he said. Before the police department 

performs a bust, it first must have 

probable cause to obtain a 

warrant at an address that the 

believe drug sales are taking 

at. 

"After we get the search 

we may put up surveillance or 

bugs to find more information I 

actually . going in and arrc 

people," Buske said. 

It is a felony to sell drugs anD 

punishable by prison time I 

from a year to life in prison. 

said. 

The length of the sent 

depends on the quantity and 

drug being sold. 

"A sentence can also can 

on if someone died during the 

deal," Buske said. "If someone : 

there is the chance that the dealer 

be tried for murder or get a : 

sentence," 

Smith said the risk of 

caught, plus the attention police 

to drug sales are the main 

stopped selling. 

"I didn't want to risk gettinf 

trouble," he said, "it was (00 n;f! 
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Marketers target teens 
By Lydia Coleman 

Wit h over $140 ' billion In 

,pc:ndi ng power, the teen market has 

IWCO Il1C impossible for advertisers to 

IS norc , Diet Coca-Cola Media 

Re lations Director Susan McDermott 

,:l1d. 

"Even though this generation 

.Ille s not earn as much as the 

~L' llc ra tions before them, the money 

th ey do mak e, they spend ," 

\kDermott said: "On average, teens 

'pclld about 84 cents of every dollar 

the y earn ." 

According to a report by the U.S. 

I k partment of Labor, 4 million youth 

between the ages of 15 to 17 are in 

the wurkforce receiving income. 

Among th em is sophomore 

l '<Iss ie Torres who has held a job at 

li nd fa ther's Pizza for over a year. 

Torres said that advertisements 

(I ll television and in newspapers do 

not affect the way she chooses to 

spends her money. 

"I buy the things I like," Torres 

said. "They [advertisements] fail to 

captivate me." 

Peter Zollo is the author of "Wise 

Up To Teens," a book dedicated 

solely to teaching companies the right 

way to succeed and earn a huge profit 

in the teenage market. 

"Few companies know how to 

reach this segment [teenagers] 

successfullY," Zollo said. 

Market research is needed to find 

the target range that would make the 

most money for the company, 

McDermott said. 

"Money has to be made to keep 

the company on its feet, and if the 

company has to invest hundreds of 

dollars from a budget it doesn't have, 

just to find the right target market, 

then it [the company] will do it," 

McDermott said. 

She said most companies start 

with a research team to help find a 

target market that will bring them a 

profit. The company then finds 

appealing advertisements once the 

target market is found . 

"Once the product is created, the 

company brainstorms every possible 

way of implanting the importance of 

their [product] into your head," she 

said. 

Diet Coca-Cola has started a new 

campaign using the slogan, "That 

Certain Something." 

"It 's important that the product 

relate to the consumer in a strategic 

way because [the product] only has 

thirty to sixty seconds to grab the 

consumers' attention and to keep 

them curious," McDermott said. 

Advertisements range from 

television to newspapers to 

billboards, McDermott said. 

She said some companies may 

even bring the product to the potential 

customer using free samples. 

"The commercials that are really 

unique and catchy, like the new Taco 

Bell ones, are aired so often that I feel 

like I'm being brainwashed, .. Torres 
said. . 

McDermott said while the 

advertisements may seem extreme, 

the results are actually very 

predictable. 

She said theUnited States is a 

capitalist society and advertising is 

inevitable. 

McDermott said it is really up to 

the consumer to think hard about 

what products to buy because 

otherwise the ads will suck them in 

and dupe them very quickly. 

"It's their business," she said. 

"Nothing's wrong with it. They're 

doing it very creatively and 

successfully. Make sure you[the 

consumer] understand the message." 

Internet shopping popular with teens 
By Paula Salhany 

Ky m bought a blouse today, she bought a 

pai r of shoes and a pair of sunglasses, even a 

purse. Kym never left her living room. 

Sophomore Kym Pitlor uses the Internet to 

buy most of her clothing. 

Pit lor sa id while it depends on her mood, 

she prefers shopping on the Internet to shopping 

at a store. 

" It's a lot easier to go to a site and plug in a 

lTcdi t ca rd number rather than fight crowds and 

,"I,' d in long lines at a store," she said. 

Gap on-line provides shoppers with not only 

tlie normal merchandise you would find at an off

li nc store, but also other items and discounts, said 

Jamey Edgerton, a Gap Company spokesperson. 

"When someone places an order, it is sent 

to oll r distr ibut ing plant where the order is 

categorized and packaged up by workers and 

sent to the address provided to us," he said. 

Besides shopping at well-known companies 

like Gap, there are many other ways money is 

spent on the Internet. 

Sites like Yahoo provide advertisements to 

companies and auctions to people. According 

to Yahoo, Yahoo Auctions was started in 1998 

to provide "rare and extraordinary" items to 

customers . 

Buyers are able to search under a variety of 

categories including sports memorabilia and 

entertainment. 

Yahoo also provides different ways to pay 

for items sold. These include credit cards, and 

Yahoo PayDirect, which allows users to link to 

bank accounts directly. 

"Using a credit card is easier than having 

to deal with cash," Pitlor said. 

She said that while she does not have her 

own credit card, when she is online she is able 

to use her mother's credit card to make any 

necessary purchases. 

Pitlor said while there is always an issue 

of security in the back of her mind, it is not a 

very large concern for her. 

"All of our sites are protected by security 

systems that are updated frequently to keep up 

with technology," Edgerton said. 

Yahoo Auctions also take precautions to 

protect the money of consumers. Brian Martin, 

spokesperson for Yahoo, said "levels" protect 

winning bidders. 

Pitlor says she plans on using the internet 

more in the future. 

"I think that making and spending money 

on the Internet is something that will become 

even more popular with time," Pitlor said. 

Theft brings cash, leads to punishment 
By Paula Salhany 

"I don' t really like stealing all that 

much,"junior Bobby Deane said."I don't think I'd 

do it aga in." 

Deane was caught stealing soda from broken 

cases in the back of Shop-Ko, where he worked in 

February of this year. 

He said he had seen a lot of other employees 

stealing from the store and thought he would give it 

a try. 

Over the course of the year he had stolen 

around $20 worth of merchandise. 

"That was aliI really stole ," he said, "except I 

did steal a st ick of deodorant and a tube of toothpaste. 

But that was only because [ needed it. I did feel bad 

about that though." 

He said the Shop-Ko he worked at was closing. 

"They pulled me and the other people into the 

back and sort of asked us all sorts of questions. I 

mean it was just soda," He sa id . 

Shop-Ko took Deane to COllrt in February, but 

because of the improper interrogation that he was 

given at the store the case was dropped. He sti ll 

ended up paying $500, including court tees. 

"They just recently sent me a new bill for S300 

say ing it was some sort of civil action," he said . 

Thi s was not the first time Deane had stolen 

something. When he was in sixth grade he said he 

and hi s friend s would go to a store and steal 

cigarettes out of the cabinets. 

" It was kind of stupid and I really don't know 

why we did it," Deane said. 

Cindy Bassett McGann, attorney at law for 

Bertolini, Schoeder & Blount said most teens steal, 

not because of financial need, but because of a dare or 

the excitement of stealing something. 

"Most teens will have money in their pocket, and 

are able to buy a tee-shirt or pants at Target, but they 

can't afford to get the $80 designer clothing they see 

in the mall," McGann said. "So instead of buying what 

they can afford they simply go and steal the designer 

clothing. " 

She said punishment depends on the dollar amount 

of the item stolen. The categories range $0-100, $150-

300, $350-500, and $500 and above. The teen can be 

fined and/or they can serve a sentence given to them 

by the juvenile courts. 

For a lot of stores like Shop-Ko or Target, stealing 

is a big problem, Shop-Ko supervisor "Bill" said. Bill 

was unable to give out his last name due to company 

policy. 

" Internal theft is probably more ofa problem than 

external theft at Target," he said. 

Bill said theft is noticeable when employees are 

stocking shelves and they come up with a shortage of 

merchandise. When this happens, it affects the overall 

prices of goods and the wages of the workers . 

"Prices will go up to compensate for the 

merchandise lost, and the wages earned by workers 

will go down," he said. 

Despite problems, Target continues to 

grow and expand. In recent years the amount 

of people getting caught stealing has gone 

up, Bill said. This is due to advances in 

technology such as video cameras and other 

surveillance equipment. 

"So far this year, we have caught twenty 

thieves," he said. 

While Target has problems with internal 

theft, which is when employees steal, Best 

Buy has more of a problem with external 

theft, which is when people not associated 

with the store steal from it, said Tyler Tiffey 

from Best Buy. 

"Teens mostly steal CDs and DVDs. 

Occasionally they'll go for big stuff but not 

usually," Tiffey said. 

Best Buy has many different methods 

to prevent theft, he said. 

"We have a person that stands at the 

front of the store and stops people that beep 

as they go through sensors," Tiffey said. 

Along with sensors and people, Best 

Buy also has twelve surveillance cameras. 

"Most of the time we don't really do 

anything to teens except put a little scare in 

them," Tiffey said. "Just enough scare that 

they won't do it [steal] again." 
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-Girls aged 13 to 15 

years-old had an 

average of $45.10 

at their disposal in 

1997 of which they 

spent $41 .20 

-The total market of teen 

spending in 1996 was 

$108 billion, including 

$36.7 billion on clothing , 

$23.4 billion on entertain

ment, $9.2 billion on per

sonal care and $6.7 on 

sporting goods. 
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-Girls aged 16 to 19 

earned an average 

of $53.25 while their 

allowances provided 

an additional $36.55 

-
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Students learn about money 
By Danielle Rollins 

The Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), an organization geared toward students who have an interest 

in business and economics , teaches financial responsi bility to the many students involved, DeLayne Havlovtc, 

Central business teacher and FBLA advisr said. 
Central junior Angel Starks said that she enjoys being an active member of the FBLA. She started her freshman 

year and has become more involved this year. 

" I just step in and do whatever I can do," Starks said. "I am there always ." 

Starks joined the organization because of her interest in business. 

"I want to own my own business," Starks said. "I thought , 'this is the club for me.'" 

Havlovic said that the students involved yearn to better grasp the world of investment and 

savings. 
"Most of our students have a strong financial well being," he said. "They have a 

competitive edge, they want to compete and succeed." . 

Havlovic sa id that much of the students' knowledge of finance comes from thetr 

involvement in FBLA, which teaches them abOut budgeting and encourages them to become 

involved in their community. 

Central junior Luke Kielion has participated in stock market competitions and even 

attended a question and answer session concerning investment. 

He said the organization helps its students gain a better knowledge of money. 

"I don't spend it [money] on everything," Kielion said. "I spend it on my needs 

instead of my wants." 

Beverly Newton, Nebraska FBLA state advisor, said the organization is a lot broader 

than other economics clubs associated with the school. FBLA focuses on strengthening 

the students' know ledge of the business world. 

"It [the FBLAJ was developed to enhance the business education curriculum in 

secondary schools," Newton said. 

She said that each chapter is encouraged to focus its activities around one of the 

nine primary goals of the organization. 

This year alone many activities have been focused around the sixth goal, to 

encourage and practice efficient money management. 

This includes stock market competitions, investment conferences and 

community service projects . 

The Enron project, a grant program sponsored by the United Way, 

was a major customer service project the FBLA took part in. 

The FBLA was to choose specific organizations to receive the grants 

based on specific standards set by the organization. 

"We had to select agencies that met our criteria," Havlovic said. 

the other students involved. 

He sa id the business had to be in Douglas County, they 

could not be biased, or based on a certain religion, 

they had to be associated with the United Way and 

they had to deal with either youth or the elderly. 

The FBLA conducted interviews in order to 

decide which business or organization would 

receive the money. 

Starks said the Enron project was a 

learning experience for her as well as many of 

"When you have the chance to help others, it feels good when you actually complete 

it," Starks said." 

Among the companies that the FBLA chose were the Child Saving Institute, the Social 

Settlement Association and the Ollie Webb Center. 

Starks said that the companies are spending their money on books, chairs and other 

things that would benefit their organi zations. 

"We wanted FBLA to be known ," Starks said. "We weren't just sitting around chillin. 

We were doing something for the community." 

(LEFT) MADE OF MONEY FBLA adviser OeLayne Havlovic 

teaches students how to better manage their money 
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Volunteering allows for friendships, success 
By Paula Salhany 

It ha s take n juniors Tammy 

Steele, Michae l Heller and Jessica 

MacDonald two ycars to start a Red 

Cross Crew.The Red Cross Crew is a 

volunteering c lub that is directly 

affiliated th rough the Red Cross. 

" It was mainly Tammy who went 

and talked to the Red Cross and got 

M ic he lle Dw ari c k [Red Cross 

Re presentative J to help us out ," Heller 

said . 

He sa id that becau se the club 

started later in the yea r the n most 

other clubs it was hard to get things 

going . But with the he lp of Dwarick 

and the club's s taff sponsor, Karen 

Hatch, the Red Cross Crew began 

doing more and more activities. 

" The Red C ross is a very 

s tructured o rganizatio n and they 

he lped to se t up the club." Hatch said. 

"I think if you were starti ng a club 

from scratch it might be a lot harder." 

They c lub has been invo lved in 

activities such as tri ck-or-trea t for 

cans, Veteran's stand down day, and 

National Aids awareness day. 

"National Aids Awareness day is 

going to be our big, annual event," 

Steele sa id. 

On Dec. 1, the club wore Aids 

awareness shirts and handed out pins 

that were attached to an information 

card that gave information about the 

disease. 

"We actually ran out of pins," 

'Steele sa id referring to the success of 

the event. 

The club's last event of the year 

was a noodle night at the Heartland 

Chapter of the Red Cross. This event 

benefited the earthquake victims in 

India. Steele, Heller and MacDonald 

started the Red Cross Crew at Central 

because they wanted a volunteer club 

that was more active than Youth 

Council. 

"We had all done Youth Council 

in junior high and wanted to stay 

involved in high school," Steele said. 

Steele said volunteering is a 

rewarding activity. 

"I really enjoy being able to 

make people smile," she said. 

.steele is also involved in the 

high school division of Big Brother 

Big Sister. 

" It's great to be able to hang out 

with kids and know that you're 

helping people out at the same time," 

she said. 

Steele said this year has been a 

success and the club is looking 

forward to another one. 

Work causes time-management problems, counselor says 
By Danielle Rollins 

The benefits of allowing teenagers in the 

wo rk force are often overshadowed by the 

time-management problems many teens ex

perience once they have an after-school job, 

Cathy Hanrahan, career counselor, sa id. 

"Their [the students ' J priority should be 

their education." 

Junior Andrew Maxey has been a grocer 

at Baker's for two years now. He said that he 

st arted working because of the additional 

money and added responsibility he would 

acquire wi th an after-school job. 

"With the money I earn I can save for a 

rainy day," Maxey said 

He said that although he has to struggle 

to get everything done, he feels it is some

thing he must work around. 

" I try to get my ho mework do ne at 

school," Maxey said , " I do things when I get 

home from work; I plan things." 

Hanrahan said that after-school jobs are 

an efficient a nd responsible way for many 

teens to obtain money. Many, however, allow 

their jobs to interfere with schoolwork and 

o ther important areas of life . 

Once after school jobs interfere with a 

student 's studies, she said, that job is no longer 

beneficial and that it becomes a hazard to the 

student 's life instead . 

"Students are blinded by the mo ney they 

can make," Hanrahan said. "If they would 

focus on their education they could make 

more money down the road. They increase 

their chance of doin g that by s taying in 

schoo!." 

Maxey said that he plans on becoming a 

manager at Baker's after high school. He said 

the things he has learned at Baker 's have 

helped him to see that he wants to continue 

working there after school is done. 

" I work there all the time," Maxey said. 

"Next thing you know I'm going to work it 

as a career." 

Hanrahan sai d that by using their time 

wisely many teens could achieve much from 

an after school job. 

Junior Jennifer Stober, shelf specialist at 

Bakers. sa id that she first started her job be

cause she wanted to make money to buy a 

car and save up for college. 

" It gives me more money and more 

responsibility," she said. 

Stober said that although other teens 

may have difficulty balancing schoolwork and 

a job at the same time, she finds that having 

added responsibility challenges her to work 

harder. 

"When I work during the school week, 

my grades go up," she said . " I know that I 

have to get my school work done." 

Hanrahan said jobs promote more re

sponsible behavior, work ethics and an in

creased knowledge and appreciation of where 

money comes from . 

"It is all apart of growing up and grow

ing away from the parents," Hanrahan said. 

"Part of that is being able to afford things on 

own." 

S h 

said 

many students 

take after-

school jobs, not 

only for extra spend-

ing money, but because they cre

ate a kind offreedom in know

ing that they can buy some

thi ng without thei r parents' 

help . 

Money 
spent on 
gambling 
From GAMBLING, page 9 

depend on different personalities. 

Lorraine Grymala, vice 
I· 

dent of the North American T r a l ~ 

ing Institute, said while gamblinl 

among teens has not increased, thel; 

has been no decrease either. 

She said that adolescent gam. 

bling has remained steady. 

"Research has shown that 

level has stayed pretty 

Grymala said. "Pathological 

bIers account for about 4 percent 

the adolescent popUlation ." Grymak 

said the North American Tr aini ll ~ h 

stitute offers prevention cd llca~loc 
and clinical training on gambli ng II. 

sues for adolescents, senior ci 

and clinicians. 

Grymala said her 

"gaming neutral ," meani ng they 

not take a stand on sides of I' 

relating to casinos and oth er 

venues . 

The public has several lI' ideh 

held misconceptions abolll 

bling. One of these is that " " lTln ll"' 1W 

is unavailable to teenagers in \e. 

braska because there are no casi nCI 

Not only are there nearb) cas!· 

nos in Iowa, but Nebraska has 101· 

teries and other gambling OP C l onU · J.~I" 

nities available to teens. 

Steve Schatz, manage r of 

Policies and Licensing dpmm,Y",·u 

for the Nebraska Charitable 

Association , said that in Neb r as k ,,~ ,c;rc 

18-year-olds can legally pa lIlI l" l,P'" 

in pickle, bingo and the l o t1~ ry , 

addition, the legal age for Keno ;1 

19. 
Schatz said if students \\ ere Ii 

be illegally caught participati ng 11 

any of these activities, they 

prosecuted for committing a Class ' 

misdemeanor. Teens who \·iolall la..;u::r 

g\l1T)bliJ1g law~ co.uld also be re 

to an assistance program. 

Grymala said the main issue 

stopping the problem before il stan; 

Another priority is giving stuLieno 

the information they need to make: 

good decision. Teenagers are l,('ferr: 

facts about the probabilities in\ "I",: 

in gambling, hoping to detract froE 

the mystique that the medi3 

glorifies. 

"It looks easy [to gamble] 

television , and we try and din 11._._-· 

these beliefs," Grymala sa id . 

The most common forms oil"Pt!S 

gambling for teens are card pl .,: 

and sports betting. 

Another common wa y for ,tc' 

dents to get introduced to ga mbltrg 

is by parents and grandparen:s r r~ 

viding lottery tickets for gi ti s 

"They [adults] don't real ize Ihl 

long-term consequences ," 

said. 

According to the Fami ll' 

vice, indicators of problem ga lllbi 

in teens include an unexp laineu 

for money and frequent ca rd or 

games at home. 

Zitek is most concerned \\ ith thl 

availability of gambling 0ppllrlUn:' 

ties and casinos available to Icena!, 

ers today. 

She said students now haH ; l)' 

cial pern1ission to gamble, where be· 

fore there was none. 
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Drinking Laws 

orporate Sponsorship 

ng message, 

olves nothing 
The zero to lerance policy erases all 

abi lity in education and very obviously 

' 1 work . 

For those of you who live in little cedar 

s in yo ur attics, zero tolerance is the 

licy which causes instant expulsion or 

pension of s tudents caught with guns, 

Igs or making threats of violence. 

And second graders who make their 

shaped like guns, third graders who 

candy to school and Millard students 

hand out Ibuprofen at school. 

Yes, I know this isn 't very tactful (and I 

r am), but expelling a student, a second 

student, for forming hi s hand into the 

of a gun isn't going to stop anyone from 

ing into their school with a shotgun and 

of pent up rage. 

If anything, it will make it worse. I know 

auld be bitter over that. 

I could sit here and list off millions of 

nt examples of students being expelled 

si lly things, but I would like to give one 

rt personal example of a friend of mine 

get ex pell ed las t year. 

My fr iend, a straight edge (no drugs, no 

inking, no promiscuous sex) devout 

tholic, accidentally brought a pocketknife 

school. 

He forgot to take it out of hi s pocket. In 

for him to actually harm anyone with 

s knife, it would take 15 minutes and 400 

b wounds' in o rder to draw- a-.lFiGkle of 

Regardless, without a thought, he was 

led. 

I carry medicine on me everyday. I'm 

ileptic and I have to be able to take my 

ine whenever I feel the need. 

Yet I can get expelled for carrying it with 

. I know, I know, I could leave it down in 

nurse 's offi ce. 

Then comes the attack of the horrible 

bureaucracy. 

If I were to leave my medicine in the 

office and I suddenly needed some, I 

ld first have to get my pass from my 

, take the mandatory 3D-minute jaunt 

to the nurse's office (it takes 30 minutes 

ause I always get lost), wait in line, argue 

d finally get to take it. 

I also can't fathom why this would stop 

001 violence or curb drugs in school. Find 

completely irrational teenager and explain 

him about his poss ible expUlsion, and see 

happens. 

The people who will actually commit 

a crime are the people who don ' t care if 

tolerance is in place. 

The solution? End it, flat out end it. Judge 

case on its individual basis and put the 

inki ng back into high school. In the end, it 

ld fix a lot. 

Look at it this way. I could take a book 

Ihrow it at somebody, so you better get 

of all the textbooks. And pencils and pens 

out because it would be very easy to go 

someone with those necessary school 

·es . 

Hey, while we're at it, backpacks are out 

because I'm sure somebody could find a 

for them, other than to carry books. 

If I really wanted to, I could carve out a 

eyeballs with my SA ticket.Yep, it 's really 

safe to be in school anymore. 

Oh well, by the time you read this, I will 

have been gone for two weeks. 

17re opinion of tire Register !it{1j[ 
PECJl1V1E 

Abstinence-only 

HIV education fails to 

give real-life solutions 

When ado ptin g a n offic ia l po licy 

concerning how to teach HIV prevention, the 

state Board of Education should dedicate itse lf 

to providing as much informati on as poss ible 

in order to stop the spread o f this deadly 

disease. 

The last policy the board cons idered 

would have allowed the board to teach about 

the use of other ways to help prevent HI V, 

aIong with abstinence. 

The board rejected th is measure by a 4-4 

vote. Now, the board is left without an offic ial 

policy, even after months of dili gent work. 

Abstinence is the only guaranteed way to 

prevent the spreacl.of HIV, but limiting the 

access of information to the public 

is similar to censorship . 

others can have sex without 

contracting HIY. 

Because of this , the board 

should look to adopt a program that 

tell s the entire story about this deadly 

disease. 

If the department decides to take an 

abstinence-only approach to thi s subject, 

many peo pl e w ill not rece ive enough 

information to protect themselves. 

If people do not have viab le alternati ves 

that they can use , more people will have 

unsafe sex, inc reasi ng their chances o f 

contracting the di sease. 

Because o f these reasons, the Nebraska 

Board of Education should 

foll ow the lead of many school 

The department 's current 

policy concerning sex ual 

education is abs tinence-onl y and 

it looks like the board is moving 

toward this poli cy now. 

EDITORIAL di stricts, including Omaha 

Public Schools and established • • • • • • • • • 
The Opinion 

of 

a m ore 

program. 

comprehensive 

In today's socie ty, 
the Register A program like thi s would 

have many benefits for the 

department, the state and its abstinence-only education is an 

impractical teaching method. 

Instead , the board should reconsider a 

more comprehensive program. 

Ab stinence-on ly programs promote 

ignorance. Other ways are proven to help 

prevent this di sease and need to be taught if 

the board wishes to accomplish thi s goal. 

The board should not limit the amount of 

information it gives to people. 

It should not dec ide to only tell one side 

of the story, especially when dealing with such 

a dangerous subject. 

The main ingredient in HIV prevention is 

information, and the state should dedicate itself 

to di spensing as much information to as many 

people as possible . 

Also, abstinence-only programs present 

this important issue as strictly black and white, 

which is inaccurate. 

citizens. 

This way, peo ple would be mo re 

knowledgeable and better equipped to avoid 

contracting this disease in the future . 

The program that the board fina lly 

approves should stress abstinence as the best 

way to prevent contracting HIV, but other 

opti ons should also be presented . 

Contraceptives should be explained and 

instructors should inform the groups about 

the other ways that HIV is contracted . . 

This is the best way that HIV can be 

pre ve nted because it would promo te 

responsibility. 

Abstinence is the ideal way to prevent 

HIV, but a comprehensive program would 

be more practical. 

May 22,2001 
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Abstinent people can contract HIV and 

It is essential that the Nebraska Board 

of Education reconsider a program like thi s 

to try to stop the spread of this disease. LUENINGHOENERI THE REGISTER 

Holding grudges makes for enjoyable day 
It 's almost summer, which means once 

again it's time to count our bless ings, fo r

give our enemies and fill our hearts with 

joy at the everyday miracles we all take for 

granted. 

Screw that. 

ing the happy news of their (idea lly painful) 

death. 

When I was in the fifth grade at Dundee 

E lemen tary School, a boy made bull ying me 

brutality of soc ial di scrimination. 

I'm a middle-class white male. So nei

ther have I. But for some reason, I can ho ld a 

grudge a lmost as long as these cultures that 

have li ved through these horrifi c thi ngs. 

if they express remorse. 

"It depends on whether or not they ask 

for forgiveness. That will change their cir

cumstances," sa id court head Gholamhossein 

Rahbarpour. 

I 

J 
Editorial 

I ~ 

I don't know 

why I ' m wired thi s 

way, but I hold 

, grudges forever. 

But before you 

hurry to add me to 

your Christmas card 

list, please under

hi s primary after- school 

activity. I never found out 

why he was predi sposed to 

bullying - he certai nl y 

liv ed in a much bigger 

house than I did - but he 

loved to chase me home 

from school and he'd beat 

me up if he caught me. 

Seven years later, I hope 

Perhaps the greatest breakdown in late 

20th-century civility is the notion that forgive

ness is given freely to people who have never 

asked for it. 

"Hate eats up the hater," the New Age 

bromide goes . "Move on with your li fe . Get 

over it. " 

So if they admit they are wrong, they can 

get a lower sentence. That's fine . In that cul

ture, admitting you ' re wrong is simpl y un

heard of. If you admit you were ever wrong, 

at any point during your lifetime, you lose 

self-respect and the respect of others . 

And that loss of respect will haunt you 

until the day you die. 
'IJ 
1 

g 16. Unical'lera l misses mark 

• concerning teac her sa laries 

stand that I have no trouble forgiving the 

generic myriad of everyday s li ghts and 

oversights committed by fr iends and col

leagues as the result of carelessness o r 

thought less ness. 

However, when someone attacks me 

gratuitously and without provocation , 

there 's no turning back. 

[ will hate that person until one of us 

dies, o r until I get even, and hopefull y 

they ' ll die before I exact my revenge so I 

can chortle madly and cackl e like a vill ai n 

in the old "Batman" TV seri es whilP. toas t-

that he developed a crack habit and a taste 

for unprotected sex with hookers. 

That's just the way I am. 

It 's hard to talk vengeance in America . 

The very same people who 'd shoot a guy for 

cutting them off on the highway take on a 

stance of aghast militant mellowness when 

anyone else remembers who did what to them 

and theirs. 

Unless you're African-American, Latino 

or Nati ve- American, you probably haven't 

suffered such Old World indignities as geno

cide, sys temic rape, fo rced servitude or the 

I si mpl y refuse to agree with that. 

" Hate the hater," I say. "Stay at equi lib

rium , stay angry." 

The greatest contributi on of Ca tho li c ism 

to the West is the sacramen t of penance; the 

penitent not onl y must regret his sins, but must 

make every effort to repair the damage he has 

caused in order to ask for forgiveness. 

Older cultures understand that this plan 

will never work . Arrogance makes resolution 

impossib le . 

For instance, fo ur men sentenced to death 

by an Iranian revolutionary court over last 

summer's civi l unrest in Tehran stand to get 

off the hook : one for insanity, the other three 

In a recent survey of Japanese crime vic

tims, 64 percent said that they couldn't for

g ive those convicted of murder, manslaugh

ter or theft. 

It would be great if thi s was the case in 

America . 

But when the Japanese criminal offered ' 

a sincere apo logy, that number dropped by a 

third . 

It d idn ' t make any difference to rape vic

tims, however, whether or not the rapist said 

he was sorry. Rape is one of those things, in 

that soc iety, which is s imply unforgivable. 

Maybe I should move to Japan. 
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Acceptability of teenage gambling leads to addictio 
Gambling is a very real problem for teens today. With 

few jobs available, the lure of easy money is almost too 

much to handle. 
The problem cannot be blamed solely on the students. 

Casinos, parents and the Nebraska Lottery all should 

be held accountable, and made to pay the price. 

In a culture that has come to 

accept gambling as a recreational 

activity, it is not surprising that 

youths are plating bets. 

But it may also be a sign of 

real trouble for many of them . 

T his 

Vegas has transformed itself into 

a family vacation center as well as 

a gambling Mecca. 

This problem is not as easy to 

see as some may think. Gambling 

often takes on the veneer of a good 

cause with charity raffles 

and bingo games. change has 

become re

ally notice

able during 

the last two 

decades. The 

Nebraska 

Lottery ha s 

EDITORIAL . . . . . . . . . 
The Opinion 

of 
the Register 

It is no wonder why 

kids find it attracti ve and 

easy to gamble. 

The extent was shown 

in survey results reported 

this month by the National 

Gambling Addiction Treat-

youths under age 1 ~ to bet the lot

tery, half of the gambling teens 

said they obtained tickets from a 

parent, sibling or other relative, 

while a third bought tickets in 

stores. 

The mam concern IS problem 

gambling. There are some indica

tions that youths become addicted 

to gambling more easily than 

adults. The study found 9 percent 

of young boys were classed as 

pathological gamblers. A fourth of 

juvenile offenders were pathologi

cal gamblers, and many admitted 

to stealing from their families to 

gamble. 

been established and. with flashier 

games and catchy advertising, has 

grown large. 

Teens hear about how profits 

gained from this pastime help pay 

for their schools. Casinos have 

sprung up across the Missouri 

River, with more on the way. Las 

ment Foundation. The study sug

gests that two-thirds of youths ages 

13 through 17 gambled in some 

way during the past year. 

Other frequent forms of gam

bling among youths include char

ity raffles (41 percent bought tick

ets), sports bets with friends or 

family (32 percent) and card 

games (31 percent) . A third of boys and a fourth 

of girls in that age group gambled 

on state lotteries. The survey found 

that even though it is illegal for 

This is a problem that must 

be dealt with swiftly and confi

dently. 

Compulsive gambling has 

been labeled the nation 's third

largest addiction. Those afflicted 

face such troubles as heavy debts , 

- Class of 2001 -OPS' summer school policy 
After years of hard work in elementary, 

middle and high school, the class of 2001 is fi

nally graduating today. Congratulations and 

The way the district's program is set up, 

only students who have failed classes can re

take them . This is hypocritical. OPS should 

change its policy so that students can advance 

their studies during the summer and not only 

luck in the future . A diploma from Central 

start the graduating seniors off on the 

track. be limited to making up credits that they have 

already failed . 

- David Morlan 
Thanks to Morlan for maintaining the cam

grounds. Because of him, the lawn, trees 

- Senior graduation ceremony 
This year, as well as in past years , search

ing for graduation tickets resembled hunting 

for eggs on Easter morning. The school should 

really look for an alternative way to try to make 

this experience enjoyable for more people. 

.__---- other features of the yard always give Cen

~- __ """'''tr a pleasing asthetic quality. His work is some

mes underappreciated, but his hard work is al

s noticed. Good work, Mr. ·Morlan . 

- Central's centennial 
On April 29, the current school building 

celebrated the l00th anniversary since its cor

nerstone was placed. During the celebration, the 
~ ______ ~school pulled out all the stops. It included a per-

formance by the band in full regalia, displays in 

the courtyard and even a compilation of old 

Road Shows. If this celebration was any sign, 

Central tradition should live on forever. 

- Millard School District 
Recently, the Millard School District de

cided to install security cameras in all of the 

high schools in the district. Although trying to 

increase school safety is an admirable task, 

cameras would not stop any serious violence. 

This money, a little more than $50,000, could 

be used in other ways. Hiring an extra security 

guard or two would be more efficient. 

Letters, E-mails and Faxes 
Review misinforms readers 

I am co ncerned about the article 

written in the March 27, 2001, Register 

about Sneaky Fitch. The article had many 

false statements and the author did not 

seem to understand the way a play works. 

This was the last play Ms. 

Georgeson was directing at Central High 

School and she decided she would find a 

spot for everyone who tried out. The 

author thought that the actors were not 

di verse. If there wasn't diversity, it was 

because the students did not tryout for 

the play. There was probably more 

diversity in thi s play than most I have 

seen at Central. 

Another comment about the play 

made in the article said that the author 

was upset about the three acts. This is 

how the play was set up. Ms. Georgeson 

cannot change this . There are reasons for 

the breaks and they were decided on by 

James L. Rosenburg, the author of "The 

Death and Life of Sneaky Fitch." 

The most upsetting thing about the 

article written was the criticism of Ms. 

Georgeson and the students in the play. 

Ms. Georgeson has a college degree in 

drama, and has taught at Central High 

School for many years and is an expert 

in her area . When the author (Daisy 

Bonham-Carter) becomes an expert then 

she can be allowed to make the comments 

made in her article. The next time an 

article is written in the Central High 

School Regisler, please be considerate of 

all staff members and students at Central. 

Linda Milliken, Family and 

Consumer Science chairperson 

Newspaper prepares students 
I would like to congratulate the 

Register staff for courageously producing 

an engaging, balanced and well-designed 

publication. 

I use the term "courageous" because, 

as a former editor-in-chief of the Register, 

I know how difficult it can be to print 
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stories perceived as "negative" in a high 

sc hool setting. Many teachers and 

school administrators would like high 

school publications to act as public 

relations firms. They believe student 

newspapers should only print stories that 

cast a favorable light on their schools, 

such as a profile of an academically 

successful student. 

Such a blatantly biased approach to 

journalism education is counterintuitive 

to the goals of a college preparatory 

school such as Central. The courses at 

Central , or a ny quality college prep 

school, are designed to help students 

succeed at the collegiate and 

professional levels. 

In order to succeed in journalism, 

students need a solid foundation in 

making editorial decisions . Journalism 

students also need experience in tackling 

controversial topics . Students gain 

nothing by simply regurgitating surface

level stories about other students doing 

well in school. Journalism students need 

to learn how to dig deep and that often 

means unearthing unpopular issues. 

So again, I extend my hand to the 

staff of the oldest high school newspaper 

west of the Mississippi . You are doing a 

marvelo us job. I have a feeling I'll be 

seeing many of your bylines for years to 

come. 

Brian Joseph, class of 1999 

School maintains great history 
*Origillally written in 1911 

I am glad to respond to your request 

of May 12th and send my most cordial 

greeti ngs to the remaining members of the 

class of 1876 as well as to the alumni of 

the years that have followed. Among the 

latter I am proud to group my own sons 

and daughters . It is a far cry from '76, but 

they were happy school days. The school 

was small, the teachers capable and kind 

and the friendships made there were deep 

and lasting . The old red brick building , 

with its fine Central tower dominating the 

landscape for many miles, stands out in our 

memory as a picture to be cherished as a 

part of the formati ve days of dear old 

Omaha. 

Binchad M. Connell, class of 1876 

Paper's partisanship obvious 

It is very frustrating to read Central's 

own newspaper and see it badmouth the 

president of the United States. Not just ill 

our school newspaper, but throughout the 

media as well . President Bush was indeed 

elected by the people of the United States, 

not appointed. The Supreme Court made a 

decision based on the law. 

I don ' t quite understand how certain writ

ers of the Register can badmouth President 

Bush. In the three month s he has been 

president , he has already done more for this 

country than Clinton did in eight years. 

And he was never a "zero" on the Heroes

Zeros column. Get off Bush's back! Bush 

won fair and square and is doing a great 

job of returning honesty and honor to the 

White House. 

Colin Boatright, 12 

depression, disrupted families and 

temptation to steal. 

About 15 percent of the 

youths showed at least one sign 

of problem gambling and 4 per

cent showed mUltiple signs, such 

as stealing money for their wa

gers. The report calculated that 

some 25,000 to 43,000 children 

in the age group show behaviors 

that are often connected with 

problem gambling. 

This report was a first step, 

highlighting the problem. 

Lottery officials need to con

sider such issues as whether un

attended vending machines give 

children too-easy access to tick

ets. Should lottery advertising 

campaigns be shifted to appeal 

less to children, either in content 

or placement? 

Parents and other adults can 

look at the examples they set. Do 

they overspend on lottery tickets, 

or talk a lot about gambling? Do 

they provide lottery tickets to chil

dren? 

Letting children get sucked 

into gambling is a sure bet for 

trouble . Parents should take more 

steps to protect youths from 

But the blame does not 

solely on the shoulders of 

children'S caretakers. Perhaps 

casino and lottery officials 

blame as well. 

The party atmosphere of 

sinos certainly appeals to 

The fact that companies that 

most of their money from 

bling push that image is 

not coincidental. 

Teens, after all, are the 

generation of paying, legal 

biers. If the casinos can get to 

now, then why shouldn 't they 

them off young? 

The only way to stop the 

gambling epidemic is to 

Teens need to be shows the 

of gambling, much in the 

way teens are shown the 

of a promiscuous sexual life in ' 

Human Growth and Devel 

curriculum. 

If teens are expected to 

the temptation of a easy 

then expectations are too I 

This is a problem that needs 

taken seriously by everyone. 

direct action mU'st be taken. 

Proposed drinking bill hu 

rights, allows for biased la 
Assuming that teenagers bordering on tyranny. 

are criminals before they have Eliminating the nee 

been found guilty is a constant steps to establish probable 

problem today. and allowing police to su 

Legi slative Bill 828 every teenager of drin ki ng 

(LB828) would give police the give police officers too much 

opportunity to investigate to manipulate the law. 

crimes in a manner that would There is no rea son 

tarnish some of the ~~~~~~~~~ personal deci . 
most coveted rights of should be ali a . 

the United States, (." , ~P!~ during the process 

If th1s was The Opr~ion enforcing the 

passed, whenever a of Allowing 

police officer personal deci s' 
the Register 

discovers a place iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiduring thi s 
where alcohol is being process makes · 

sold or distributed without a discrepancies in the law. 

permit, he can legally assume . This bill has a good 

that all minors in the area are though. 

under the influence of alcohol. This bill also deals with 

But, as the bill explains, this current way that com pli 

conclusion can be reversed by checks are made. 

the results of a breath-alcohol If this bill is passed, tee 

test. The police officer or the who help police officers in 

suspected teenager can request the compliance of liquor stores · 

this test. not be able to be prosecuted 

Right now, trying to attempting to purchase 

discover if a teenager is under beverages. 

the influence of alcohol is a This bill gives police 

challenging task. the right to assume that minors 

But this bi II is not the guilty before being pro ve n 

correct way to fix the problem. reversing the mindset th aI 

This bill gives too much power United States has had for 

to the police when investigating The Legislature has a 

these cases. track record when deal ing 

Giving law enforcement teenage drinking, but allowing 

personnel the ability to enforcement agents to police 

administer breath-alcohol tests streets with these regula( 

to anyone they please is would be disastrous. 

Corporate sponsorship help 
schools raise needed funds 

Corporate sponsorship of 

school activities and events is a 

great idea. 

Abraham Lincoln High 

School in Council Bluffs 

recently agreed to allow 

businesses to design 

advertisements that will be 

painted on their gymnasium 

floor. In total, the school raised 

$95,000, which will cover the 

majori ty of the 

budget for other sources of f 

would solve thi s problem 

only would this help athl I' 

programs, but others would al ~ 1 

benefit. 

For example, if the athlcll(; 

program was to raise en (1ug~ 

money to buy new uni form s. Ihl 

district could pay for the (h6; 

team to compete in a tournaJ1l (nl 

instead of paying for the 11(1 

uniforms. 

expenses for the new 

gym floor. EDITORIAL 
C or p oral! 

sponsorship 

have many 

advantage s t 

just an increase 

funds. 

• • • • • • • • • 
Omaha Public 

Schools does not 

look for corporate 

sponsorship as a 

way to receive 

The Opinion 

of 

the Register 

funding. The district is missing 

out on this valuable opportunity. 

Like at Abraham Lincoln, 

this can sometimes be the only 

way to raise money for 

necessary projects. In most 

school districts, money for new 

materials comes along once in a 

blue moon, leaving the school 

with outdated materials for 

many years. 

Encouraging school groups 

to look outside the district 

By allo\\ 

businesses to sponsor schools. 

would increase commu nlll 

involvement in public educat illO 

The school di stricts 

receive funding from 

sources, but the community 

also become more involved in 

school. 

More school distri cts sh nu~ 
look toward thi s valuable OpOllO 

in order to fund more SCh (101 

activities and provide for a belli! 

school environment. 

spee 
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spac 
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ishwashing brings life to hopeless teen 
So, it finally happened. 

I was sitting in my kitchen, feeling sorry 

or myself while trying to figure out how I 

auld possibly pay my insurance company for 

y next month of 

ervice . Then it 

appened. 

After six 

anths of waiting, 

ly phone finally 

ang. 

I picked it up, 

earing who was on 

he other line . 

auld it be one of my sister's insane friends, 

ly father's boss or one of my mom's friends 

vho will clog my phone line for hours on end? 

"Hello," I said, fearing the consequences 

head . 

"Hello, I'm (so and so) from (so and so 

place)," the man said. 

Thinking he was a solicitor, I almost 

hung up on him. Just as I was making this 

crucial decision, I heard something I was 

interested in. 

"I was wondering if 

you were still 

interested in 

working for us," he 

asked. 

I responded 

with an affirmative 

response so fast 

that I was lucky 

to remember where he called 

from. 

Luckily, I remembered, went 

to the interview and ended up 

working two hours after my 

interview 

Top 10 worst jobs to apply for: 
1. Crash-testing industrial forklifts in high

speed collisions. 

2. Being a human lighthouse by standing on an 

island with a smalliantem. 

3. Swimming in a plutoni urn-enriched pond to test 

the effects of radiation. 

4. Reporting the effects of the re-entry of a Russian 

space station while onboard. 

5. Waiting in a bathroom at an expensive restaurant 

for people to gi ve towels and cologne to. Ov\N. 

completed. As I left, I was overcome by a 

slight sense of fear. 

It hit me. Like jumping from a high dive 

without any clothes on, I realized I was now 

employed. I finally regained some 

responsibility of my life . I can no 

longer try to explain the rest of my 

failures with the fact that I am 

unemployed. 

I no longer have the right 

to answer with ' a generic 

"Yeah, I know. I don't have 

a job and I'm a 

deadbeat," when 

being criticized. 

My gradual 

climb to 

employment 

reminds me of 

the fall of the 

Soviet Union. In a way, unemployment is like 

communism: everyone despises it and even 

the unemployed know it is not the way to live, 

but laziness takes over and the practice is 

continued. 

Once I got ajob, I didn't know what to 

do. I remember when I got my first job. I was 

ecstatic and couldn't possibly dream of 

enough ways I was going to spend my first 

paycheck. Back then, a job was not a 

necessity. Back then, responsibility had not 

been constantly pounded into my brain by 

dozens of adults. Back then, life was easier. 

Don't get me wrong, I enjoy working. 

My job allows me to do something 

respectable on weekend nights instead of 

playing with my six-year-oId brother. 

Maybe I wouldn't have to work ifI lived 

in the Bahamas. It's a paradise down there. 

At least, so I've heard. 

. 6. Taste-testing the latest brands of 

cherry-flavored vinegar. 

7. Counting ballots in Palm Beach 

County, Fla. for 1,436 consecutive hours. 

8. Selling sunscreen as a street salesman 

in a remote part of Greenland. 

9. Playing with the sharks at the zoo while 

smelling like chum. 

10. Being a chimneysweep with an 

extremely sensitive allergy problem. 

h Most teenagers deserve society's stereotype 
ruse 

F i~: 
Teenagers whine too much. 

High school students don ' t realize how 

ood they have it. Yet most still feel 

'victimized" by 

geism for some ~ : 
On! ·eason. 

ed Teenagers aren't 

I.aw. 

fOl 

ons 

ie~ 

for 

eing victimized. I'm a _ 

oody-two-shoes and 

ye n I can tell that 

eens deserve most of 

he flack they take from 

heir elders. And its not 

I 
imply because oftheir 

ee~ ' ge. 

This fact remains : an unusually high 

ercentage of teenagers steal, cheat, smoke . 

nee nd lie. 

1. ~elS Although this percentage might not be a 
majority, it's high enough to create a 

ling. noticeable trend 

~ iU Most students who say they should be 

I for gi ven respect from store owners and teachers 

olic 

the 

really don't deserve it. 

I'm sure that in every circle of friends, 

there is at least one person who either drinks 

or abuses drugs, shoplifts, 

cheats on tests or dri ves 

erratically on a daily 

basis. 

PersOllally, I krrow of 

at least one person who is 

involved in each of the 

above acti vi ties and I 

know there are a lot more 

like them out there. 

It's sad that those 

few bad apples spoil the entire perception of 

teens, but they do. It's time for students to 

get over it and focus their attention on other 

things instead of whining about society. 

The only way to stop this stereotype is 

to prove authority wrong. 

As much as I would love to preach how 

to do that and how the world would be a 

better place if we all worked together, I know 

I 
,'elS 

Two major hurdles are 
so, 

the 

'es. 

s 

ng 

at 

ic 

sa 

cs 
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r 
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Rodents and asbestos 

"Hey Rick, I don't know what is worse

the carcinogens or the mice," 

it's not practical, so I won't. 

Really, how big of a problem is this so 

called "discrimination?" I tend to believe it 

doesn't hurt anyone. 

How big a deal is it to be followed by 

someone in a department store, anyway? If 

they're not going to shoplift , there's no 

. problem. 

How offensive is it for teachers to make 

sure students don't have a cheat sheet up their 

sleeve? As long as they aren't trying to receive 

an unfair grade, there won't be a confrontation. 

How much does it anger you if an 

authority figure tells you to put out your 

cigarette? Teenagers should not be angered at 

all. 

In fact, they should be happy that they 

didn't get caught earlier, since they are 

probably under 18. 

It really comes down to that. Most teens 

who complain about being discriminated 

against set up a bit of a double standard. 

Not only do they cry about not being 

given enough respect at home or school , but 

they usually smoke a pack a day and haven't 

paid for anything from Homer's for a year and 

a half. 

Given, there are probably a few students 

who are "discriminated" against because of 

their appearance. 

Maybe. the tattoos and piercing made the 

guy at Mr. Bulky 's suspicious more than their 

age. 

Even those people don't have much room 

to talk. When those people picked up the trend 

of chains and piercing, they knew exactly how 

people were going to react to it. It 's impossible 

not to . 

Yeah, that doesn ' t make the 

"discrimination" right, but it comes with what 

people wear, and everyone should know that 

by now. 

Maybe there are a few teens out there who 

were truly victims of discrimination, but it's 

a shame that all the whiners dilute the 

legitimacy of those claims. 

Procrastination makes completing 

projects harder, more enjoyable 
Every teacher is thinking about the same 

things: projects, tests and research papers. 

I have a week to finish about twelve of 

each. I would have had a couple of months, 

but instead of studying and researching, I slept 

and watched pointless reruns of "Saved by 

the Bell" and "Family Matters ." 

I have a basic system when it comes to 

long term projects . I generally go through 

about four steps: 

For the first month, I ignore the project 

completely. I pretend that it does not exist and 

do other, more amusing things that don't make 

very much sense. 

I fly a kite or walk 

my dog. This creates a 

carefree feel i ng that 

helps me remain at 

ease. 

Then, as the 

project deadline 

narrows a bi t more, I 

stall. This is where the 

sleeping and "Saved by the Bell" come in . 

This step of the process has no real value 

in the end. It does not make my project better, 

it doesn't help me think and it simply wastes 

a lot of time. 

I'll tell myself that I am going to work. 

I'll get out all of my little materials and set 

them on the table. I'll even organize them in 

neat piles and sharpen my pencils . Then, as I 

am about to start working, it will become 

absolutely essential for me to leave. 

There will be some incredibly ridiculous 

show that I have to see or I will develop an 

urgent need to do my laundry. I will do 

anything to keep from actually sitting down 

and doing my work. 

This is the beautiful process of 

procrastination and I my friends have 

perfected it. 

It happens with every project and nearly 

every high school student. Some say that they 

don' t have the time, others say that they don't 

understand the directions . 

I don't generally make up reasons to 

. explain my procrastination. I'm lazy and I'm 

not all that bright so, at that time, staring 

blindly at the tube of death (commonly 

referred to as a television) procrastination 

seems like a good idea. 

After I have finally decided that 

procrastination is getting me nowhere, I 

proceed into the third stage. 

I stare aimlessly at a blank piece of 

paper. 

This lasts 

approximately 12 

hours, after which I go 

and find a pen. 

The last and final 

stage I refer to as the 

''I'm going to die" 

stage. During this time, 

I run around frantically, 

attempting to finish a 

month long project in two hours. 

I go through a lot of coffee, I break a lot 

of pencils and I spend a lot of time saying, 

''I'm going to die." 

This process only works if the student 

does not care about his final grade. 

I actually care, but not enough to force 

myself into spending all of my time doing 

projects and research papers that. in the end, 

mean nothing , 

Every student I know does this. Of 

course, most of the students I know aren ' t 

much more motivated than I am. No one 

wants to research their projects. No one 

wants to do anything, period. 

I will never figure out why teachers 

insist on assigning projects at the same time. 

I do not see the logic in teachers craming all 

of the most important grades of the year into 

such a small time period. 

But I have never been one for logic . 

Should the Nebraska Board of 

Education adopt an absti

nence-only or a comprehen

si ve program to teach about 

mv prevention? 

"If they use condoms, then they 

won't be so careless." 

I'Shauntone Lindsay, 9 

"People are going to have sex, 

but there are ways they can pro

tect themselves." 
Adam Hopewell, 9 

"It would be a little more efficient 

with contraceptives." 

Jill Glissmann, 10 

"I think they should have an al

ternative way to protect from 

AIDS. Not very many people go 

through life not having sex." 

Matt Engler, 9 

"There is no way you can con

vince someone to be abstinent." 
Angela Fredericksen, 12 

"The only thing you can say is 

to have safe sex." 

Uniquika Hollins, 10 

"Kids won't listen if you only tell 

about abstinence." 
Melissa Made, 10 
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Lately, the state has been faced with a growing problem: teac~er pay. 

The Legislature has not remedied the current problem and It could 

h· . . f 
destroy the state's educational system. But t IS seSSIOn, a pIece 0 

legislation would give the Unicameral a chance to hit tbe tlll f,t't . 

Le Uni c ameral 

needs to fix the 

teacher pay problem 

now before it gets out of 

hand and destroys the state's 

educational system. 

pass this bill to try to keep the 

qualified teachers that it still has in 

the state, 

Athletics valued 

over academics 
The fact that I am actuall y g()lllg tr 

achieve something bothers some people 

Encouragement coming from an ybudy \\ hoi 

actually respect is slim to none. Of Cour,e I 

get encouraged to run fast on th e trad ilnc 

break tackles on the field , but no one Cilrel I! 

TI 

Last year. the Unicameral 

decided to eSlablish a group of 

educators to study teacher pay and to 

see if the situation is a problem. 

If LB305 IS passed. the state 

would be able to subsidize teachers ' 

salary. No mailer how much the local 

school districts pay the teachers, 

everyone would stil l be subsidized 

by the state. 

I get high grades on my report card 
t . ~ '!IIIC\ ' t:lt)V 

,.6. 
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readers accurately and fairly as to items or interest and importance, 

The Register (USPS 097-520) is publi shed monthly, September 

through May, hy Central High School. 124 N. 20th Street, Omaha, 
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(NHSPA), the Journalism Education Association (lEA), Quill and 

Scroll and the Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CSPA). Re

cently, the Register won a National Pacemaker from the NSPA and 

a Curnhusker Award from the NHSPA. In April 2001 , the Register 

was awarded the first place prize in the Best of Show competition 

for the best high school newspaper in the country at JEA's annual 

competition. 

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the Register staff and do 

not necessarily represent the opinions of the students of Central 

High School or its faculty. Signed editorials are the opinion of the 

author alone, and do not necessarily re tlect the opinion of Central 

High School or the Register. Readers are welcome to send letters to 

the editor to room 315. Letters must include the author's full name 

and grade. The use of pen names is not permitted. Unsigned letters 

will not be printed. Letters may be edited for length, clarity, accu

racy and taste. Letters containing substantial misrepresentation of 

fact are not considered. The Register is se lf-s ufficient. 

To place an advertisement or to inquire about ad prices, call the 

business manager at (402)557-3357. Periodical postage paid at 
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chan es to the Re isler, care of Omaha Central Hi h Schoul. 

This action was absurd. The state 

obvio usly has a teacher-pay problem, 

The average teacher's salary ranks 

forty-fifth in the country. Teachers 

hav e marched on the Teacher 

Administrative Center in Omaha 

and even the 

state capital in 

Lincoln. 

The state 

does not need a 

committee to see 

teachers rallying for 

Illore pay. The state does 

not need a committee to see 

that te ac hers are upset about the 

current situation. 

Thi s committee 

The state's checks would start at 

$2000 for beginning teachers and 

increase based on the teac her ' s 

experience and education. 

Under this plan , each teacher's 

sa lar y would increase by at least 

$2000 - no questions asked. 

With this supplemental salary, 

every teacher ' s income would be 

increased to a reasonable le ve l. Also 

having the state act wi II guarantee that 

teachers receive this money. 

This bill does not o nly deal with 

state action, th o ugh. If this bill is 

passed, teachers would also receive 

money from their school di stricts . 

LB305 would allow these school 

districts the opportunity to exceed 

current budget 

be c am e e ven more 

wo r thl ess when the 

Legi s lature threw out its 

findings earlier this year. 

EDITORIAL 
parameters fo r the 

purpose or increasing 

teacher pay. • • • • • • • • • 

The Legislature 

sabo tage d its elf. One 

year, it e s tablishes a 

The Opinion 

of 
Thi s way, the 

school districts would 

be able to use money 

that they already have. 

the Register 

committee that it says 

wi II bring a solution. The next, 

it stabs the committee in the back 

by sti ll allowing the problem to 

contI nue . 

Because of this failure to act, 

school di stricts around the state have 

experienced severe teacher shortages. 

For example, Omaha Public 

Schoo ls was in need of 60 certified 

teac hers on the first day of school this 

year. M os t of these positions were not 

fi lled , which led to larger classes and 

less qu alifi ed teachers. 

Legis lative Bi ll 305 (LB305) 

wDuld fix this epidemic before it gets 

any worse. The Legis l atur~ needs to 

The bill allows for 

local school districts to increase 

teacher salaries, but it also gives every 

teacher in the state a check worth at 

least 52000. 

This may be the last time that the 

Unicameral has to fix [his problem. 

If the state does not act, dozens of 

teachers will leave the state and 

diecide to teach in neighboring states . 

If this happens, the state will not 

have any qualified teachers to take 

their place and the state' s education 

system will suffer, 

LB305 wo uld avoid these 

problems and get the Legislature back 

on track. 

The truth is no one wants ath lete, t, 

achieve, unless they are related to them Of ill; 

close friends. The world could not CUIC Ie" 

what we do . We need to think abollt Ih~tt : 

got some very good advice from a CCntl,: 

parent the other day. He was talki ng ::b\l 

how kids either become dumber as thel ir 

through high school, or become stars. :" . 

He told me to bring those kids up I'. ltr • : ' 

me, and not to go down to their le veL \\'d . 

need to take that advice. Ifwe do, then SlIC,',,, 

will not be an issue. 

Maybe if we didn't spend all o f our UJr" 

badmouthing each other, calling each !ltk 

sellouts for doing something with Uli l III" 

and wanting to get out of Omaha. Ive C\lu:: ,' : ~ 

actua lly accomplish something. I don't I "J~I; , " 

to stay here with a GED and fl ip burgcl' r' 

sell drugs . Why should you wan t lk ,1 Ir" . 

yourself, or anyone? 

"Go out long" and "Go to HarvarJ O< J" 
two sayings that rarely appear in th e ,,1m, 

atmosphere. There are those who do pr\l!no ,;, 

athletics and academics, and o ther , \I h 

promote ethics and family. 

But find me someone who prom,'lcI ,: 

four. 

Sure parents do, but they don 't '.'"unt 

Teachers all sjiY that they promote eve n :illnf. 

but everyone knows that mirrors are t\\ , 1 ,I" 

Ministers and other religious fi gull" ~J, 

probably the only ones who will tel l \ IU thi 

absolute truth about anything. 

I know people who want to get 'lit I'; 

Nebraska, but they waited too long tn de c'ld, 

that they wanted to do somethin g. and nr1\ 

they are stuck in this dismal place. 

The time for decision is now. Pecll'k (J: 

either continue to make fun of o th ers ,:IIG k: 

themselves slip , or they can w orr ~ ,d1(l 'J 

themselves and get it together. \ \, h,\l cl (' 

other people say, it is construed to t il ill ,,: 

own wants and needs. 

Do you want to be a player or a Plll'f1!i 

Figure it out, and figure it out soon. 
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Hit&Run 
Taking a look inside. 
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Junior Libby Dyer 

defensive skills on 

fie ld of play. 
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Women's vs. Men's 

Athletics 

page 19 

Troy Schulte looks at 

the problems with Title IX 

and what should be done to 

te fix them. 
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F ace the Heat 
page 20 

Teacher Scott Wilson 

that intensity is very 

. mportant in raquetball. 

page 21 

Coach Hodges talks about 

days as a college baseball 

and how he started 

Quick Briefs 

Girls' track coach Trent 

.odge was named the new coach 

f the cross-country team, ath

tic director Paul Pennington 

ai d . He will replace Tim 

hipman, who stepped down 

rom the position this winter. 

At d istricts on May 10, 

entral 's boys' and girls' track 

ams were ab le to qualify 11 

eople for individual state events. 

he team also had four relay 

ams qualify. See Page 18 for 

complete list of how Central did 

t the district competition. 

Central golfer hunts downTiger. Page 18 

What does the trainer do about ''fake'' injuries? Page 19 

What does it take (right) to hit a home run? Page 21 

Page 17 

Colleges recruit running back 
By Chris Aponick 

. ~everal major Division I universities are gearing up for a full-scale re

cr~ltmg battle for one Central player, head football coach Joe McMenamin 
saId. 

The only thing they share is their purpose: they want Central running 

back DavId Home to come to their school in 2002. 

~ome of them are offering full-ride scholarships, while others bring 

promIses of startmg positIons and national championships. 

"It 's almost like a fire sale with all the people going after him. 

Once o ne school wanted him everybody did ," 
McMenamin said. 

So far Horne has received letters from 12 

schools including Nebraska, Colorado, Wiscon

sin Michigan, Penn State, Notre Dame, Florida 

and Tennessee. On March 5 Colorado was the 

first school to offer a scholarship. 

McMenamin said getting scholarship offers 

early recognizes Horne is one of the best 

high school running backs in the nation. 

Horne said he was surpri sed at the 

first full-ride scholarship offer (from 

Colorado) and is enjoy ing the atten

tion he is getting right now. 

Horne's impress ive statisti cs 

have attracted plenty of attention 

from recruiters, McMenamin said. 

Horne led the state in rushing last 

season with 1,486 yards in 255 at

tempts over ten games. He also 

caught 22 passes for 135 yards. 

While the statistics get college 

coaches interested, McMenamin 

said the highli ght films g ive 

schools a better look a t a n 

athlete's ability and ultimately 

help decide whether a university 

will continue to pursue an ath

lete. In Horne 's reels, 

McMenamin said he tried to 

highlight his speed and toughness. 

"I put in several broken tackles 

and break-aways, as we ll as well as some 

plays where Horne faked an opponent out," he 

said. 

He said Horne is also very good at catching the 

ball out of the backfield, so a lot of good schools are in

terested in him. His catching ability has drawn attention 

from Florida, a school that has pass oriented attack. 

"It makes me a much more lethal weapon, the total 

package," he said. 

The early interest in Horne is very comparable to the 

attention NFL running back, Ahman Green received while 

he was at Ct;ntral, McMenamin said. 

"Central has grown very accustomed to have colleges 

recruit athletes this early on," he said. "Only about the top 

half percent receive full-ride scholarships." 

Turn to HORNE, page 18 
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Who has Bornes number? 
These universities(below)have all recruited heavily to get David Horne to come to their respective schools. 
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Pro baseball player credits career at Central for his success 
By Troy Schulte 

Playing four years of high school 

baseball and learning valuable life 

lessons from attending Central has 

helped Kimera Bartee achieve hi s life

long dream of playing Major League 

Baseball . 

Bartee, who graduated from Cen

tral in 1990, said hi s career at Central 

has helped him adapt to life after high 

school. 

"Central is a very high quality 

school. And when you bring people 

together from all over the city to one 

school, people learn a lot about each 

other and different types of people," 

he said. 

Bartee played four seasons on the 

varsity level at positions all over the 

field. Second base, fir st base or any 

of the outfield positions, Bartee 

played anywhere former assis tant 

coach Steve Eubanks asked him to . 

"He really was an outstanding 

player," Eubanks said . "He worked 

both ways. He was both vocal and led 

by his efforts on the field and by the 

respect from other players." 

Bartee said he never tried to be 

one of the leaders on the team. He said 

he just tried to lead by example and it 

was a role he gladly accepted. 

"I was never that fiery, in-your

face kind of guy," he said. "It was just 

something I inherited over time by 

them [teammates] watching how 1 go 

about things ." 

Eubanks, who is now the athlet

ics director at Omaha Northwest, said 

he could tell even during Bartee's 

high school days that he had what it 

took to play in the Majors. 

"He had the God-given ability," 

Eubanks said. "What he had was 

speed. If he hit a ground ball in the 

infield and it bounced two or three 

times to third base or short, he was 

going to be safe." 

During hi s senior year, Bartee 's 

leadership and natural ability helped 

him lead Central to one of its most 

successful seasons in hi story. 

"Although we were not always 

one of the most talented teams. 1 feel 

we were one of the most athletic 

teams in the state," he said. "We were 

overachievers ." 

Their athleticism and heart made 

them one of the best teams in Omaha 

that year. And they came within a 

game of heading to the state tourna

ment, losing 4-2 to Omaha Gross in 

the district A-I finals . 

"He almost single-handedly 

brought the team back," E ubanks 

said. 

In that two-run loss, Bartee hit 

two douhles and scored a run. Hi s 

second double came in the fifth in· 

ning, when Central was mounting a 

comeback. Todd Reger then hit a 

double to left field which would have 

scored Bartee and brought them 

within one run . 

But Reger missed first base and 

was called out, ending the inning and 

the Eagle threat. 

Bartee said having three medio

cre seasons while at Central made him 

realize that you can ' t win every game 

and that made him even more ready 

for profess ional baseball. 

"I never take losing lightly," he 

said. "But me being there during a bad 

time made me realize you can't win 

every game you play." 

After he graduated Bartee had to 

decide on what college he wanted to 

attend while furthering his baseball 

career. Bartee's deci sion to stay close 

to home and go to Creighton, he said, 

was an easy one. He said a trip to a 

Creighton baseball game and talking 

with the players is what finally con

vi nced him to attend Creighton. 

"They [the Creighton players] 

didn 't really say anything to me. Ijust 

liked how they went about things," 

he said . 

Bartee knew he had made the 

right decision when in his fi rst sea

son as a Blue Jay he helped them get 

to the College World Series for the 

fi rst time in school history. 

"That [going to the College 

World Series] is something I will 

never forget as long as I live ," he said. 

"For the whole week the entire city 

was excited. We could barely go any

where without people recognizing us, 

it was almost like we were rock stars." 

Bartee and the Blue Jays never 

reached the College World Series 

Tum to BARTEE, page 21 

Central hires 

basketball 

coach 

By Troy Schulte 

Central High School recently 

ended its hunt for a new men's bas

ketball coach when athletics direc

tor Paul Pennington hired former jun

ior va rsity coach Eric Behrens. 

Pe nningto n said he c hose 

Behrens, who is the son of former 

coach Rick Behrens, over a number 

of candidates, some of which were 

also Centra l coaches. 

Ongoing support from players, 

parents and other coaches from 

around the league was one of the rea

sons he was chosen. 

"He was recommended by some 

of the top coaches from around the 

s tate, some parents called and 

showed their support and I think all 

the players like him," he said. 

Behrens , who graduated from 

Central in 1992 after playing varsity 

basketball for three seasons, thinks 

of taking over for hi s fa ther as both 

an honor and a challenge. 

"1 love Central and I loved play

ing basketball for Central and I think 

it is quite a unique si tuation , coach

ing for the school you played at," he 

said . 

Junior guard Schyler Thomas 

and Behrens don't think the tearn will 

have a hard time adjusting to the 

changes. Behrens said the team's big

gest challenge would not be a new 

coach, but their rebounding of the 

ball. 

"Of course there are differences 

about us [he and his father] . But I've 

already been a coach for three years, 

so the players already know me," he 

said. " I think our biggest problem is 

going to be rebound ing. We are not 

very big and if you can rebound the 

ball well you will be able to beat 

good teams ." 

Thomas played for Behrens on 

the JV team and said he thinks he is 

the type of coach that can have an 

immediate impact. 

"He's sort of a laid-back coach 

he lets you go out there and play and 

if you mess up, he doesn't really get 

in your face. He lets you know what 

you did wrong and how you can im

prove," Thomas said . 

In the early '90s, Behrens played 

for hi s father on the varsi ty team for 

three seasons. During hi s junior year 

as poi nt guard in 1991, Beh rens and 

the Eagles came within a game of the 

s tate to urn ament. They lost to 

Bellevue West in the district finals. 

After high school Behrens went 

on to Central Community College in 

Columbu s, Neb . Behrens played 

point guard for two years . In his sec

ond season he was named the team's 

Most Valuable Player. 

Behrens then decided his days 

as a basketball player were over and 

decided to pursue other options. 

He thought coaching sounded 

like somethi ng he wanted to do. So 

he returned home and finished his de

gree in secondary education at the 

Uni versity of Nebraska-Omaha . 

He returned to Central for the 

1998-1999 season where he took 

over as the head coach of the j un ior 

varsity team. 

His fi rst season the team did not 

have much success, finishing with a 

losing record of 8- 12. But his last two 

years they had a combined record of 

31-7, including a 17-2 mark in the 

1999-2000 seasons, the best record 

ever for a Central junior varsity team. 

Despite being an ass istant coach 

for just three seasons, both 

Pennington and Behrens believe he 

is ready to make the jump from as

sistant to head coac h. 

" I don ' t think it wi ll be real 

tough ," Behrens said. "I have been 

in the program for three years and I 

have also done some coaching in the 

summer." 

Pennington also thinks Behrens 

will make a smooth adjustment and 

be able to lead Central to a produc

tive season. 

"He has excellent potential and 

desire to learn along with great en

thusiasm," Pennington said. "I just 

think he's ready to be a head coach." 
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Central's district 

results 
In order for the Eagles to reach their 

ultimate goal of winning a state 
championship, all of these teams had 

to get through districts first. Below 
are Central's district results . 

BASEBALL 
MID Beat Roncalli 3-0 

M.iu'...8. Lost to Ralston 12-1 

BOYS' SOCCER 
M..u.l Beat Bryan 3-1 

Mll..8. Lost to Millard South 4-0 

GIRLS'SOCCER 
MID Lost to Omaha Marian g-O 

BOYS' TRACK 

~ 
Finished first in team scoring with 125 points. 
The state qualifiers include: 
Kris Kuhn (11), long jump and triple jump 
Noah Johnson (12), shot put and discus 
Mark leflore (11 ), 100 and 2oo-meter dash 
Brandon Gunn (9), loo-meter dash 
E.1. Faulkner (10). 200 and 4oo-meter dash 
Reggie Terry (II), 200 and 4oo-meter dash 
Chris Gorga (10). 3,2oo-meter run 
The team qualified in both the 400 and 1,600-
meter relay 

LAUNCH IT! 
Senior Taylor 
Meier shows the 
proper technique 
in throwing the 

shot put. 
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Throwers help tew, learn plen 
By Chris Aponick . ' ' 

more than the shot put because of the tech- Meier also said she thought she could " 

Seniors Taylor 

Meier and Abby Olbertz dedica

tion to throwing showed this season. 

They were the only two seniors out of 

eight girls on Central's field team who 

threw the shot put and the discus . 

"I never thought track would be for me, 

but then I fell into the field [events] ," 

Olbertz said. 
Security guard Charles Williams was 

there to guide their progress and said he 

was amazed by how talented the two 

girls were in throwing. 

"T he girls worked hard and 

gained a leadership role because of 

all their hard work," he said. "They 

both increased their skills yearly." 

He said they picked up the 

events rather quickly. Olbertz spe

cialized in the shot put, while 

Meier did both. The two events 

were very different. The shot put 

averages 27 -40 feet and the dis

cus goes about 85-140 feet, he 

said. 

niques. toss it, but she really did not know the 

"I've had more trouble with the shot be- skill it took until she joined the team her 

cause it requires more strength," she said. "In 

the discus, it's how you spin. I enjoy it more 

because it's like a dance step." 

Williams said her hard work with the dis-

cus showed. 
Williams said he hoped Meier would 

break the Central High record for the discus. 

Meier's personal best of llS' is only 10' shy 

of the record. Long hours of practice helped 

increase their distances, as well as helping 

Central's team gain more points in the area 

meets, showing that Central has a field team 

that could compete with everybody else in the 

Metro. 
"It's nice when they can score points from 

the team, especially since Central hasn't been 

that strong in the shot put or the discus be- ' 

fore," he said. 

The girls focused their practice hours on 

learning the proper technique for throwing 

and on increasing their arm strength. Williams 

said the throwers usually need a good 

weightlifting background, as well as being 

strong and quick. 

"These were still very hard events. It re

quired a lot of training and discipline," he said. 

"The athlete hasd to concentrate on the form 

needed in each event." 

man year. 

"When I frrst held the ball, I couldn' . 

ally do it until I got the technique 

Olbertz said. "My first year I tried my 

technique and threw about 27 feet, but 

. learned a new technique [that increased 

distance]. " 

She now tosses the shot put around 

but she said she hoped that having to 

with a 10-lb. ball, even though the girls 

an 8-lb. one in competition, would help 

distance. 

"The Columbus High School girls 

around 41 feet," she said. "I throw ' 

feet and I think that's great, so being 

get ten more feet on the throws is 

Despite the challenges of learning a 

sport, OIbertz said she has been glad to 

with her friend, Meier. Meier was able to 

Olbertz on the team two years ago by I 

her she looked like someone "who should 

shot put." 

"Last year after the first two 

the new throwers were dropping, but I 

with it," Olbertz said . "It's an awesome 

The two girls give a lot of credit to 

Williams for all they have accompli 

Even though their season is over, Olbertz 

fa1 

p~ 

GIRLS'TRACK 

~ 

"In the shot put it's more 

of a push requiring lower 

body strength; the discus is . The biggest challenge for Olbertz was 

getting "an oomph behind the throw." She said 

that at first she didn ' t think throwing a lO-lb 

ball for the shot put would be very hard until 

the first time she tried it. 

they have laid the groundwork for a ' Ul L:e~ .... I •• ta o 

Finished sixth in team scoring with Sg points. 

State qualifiers include: 
Shauntel Vaughn (9). lOG-meter dash 
Nonna Reynolds (10), 200 and 4oo-meter dash 
Emily Monen (II), 200 and 4oo-meter dash 
Kayana McCants (9), 100 and 300-meter 

hurdles 
The team qualified in both the 400 and 1,600-
meter relay 

Many colleges 

recruit Home 

From HORNE, page 17 

Despite the attention he has received, 

Home said he still has a lot to do over the 

next year to make his choice of the school 

he will commit to. 

During the summer months, Home will 

evaluate the schools and narrow it down to 

about five schools that he will visit this 

winter, McMenamin said. 

"It's really David's decision. Ijust give 

him suggestions to what schools might 

highlight his talents," McMenamin said. 

Horne said McMenamin has helped 

him sort through the process and attract re

cruiters from all over. 

"Coach Mac has opened a lot of doors 

for me," he said. "I didn't think it would 

come so soon." 

Despite the fact that he has already re

ceived these offers, Horne said it adds pres

sure on him to maintain his game. 

"I want to let them know that I am as 

good as everybody thinks I am," he said. 

Home said he will use next year to try 

to bulk up and increase his speed for the 

college game. 
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more upper body 

strength," he said. 

Meier said she 

likes the discus 

ful team in the future . 

"We've never really had a field 

fore, but we're trying," she said. 

next year's team can hack it." 

Junior leads defense for girls' soccer team from start 
By Chris Aponick 

While most athletes want to be the team's leading 

scorer, junior Libby Dyer has been content to be the back

bone of the girls' soccer team's young defense, head coach 

Joe White said. 

"Most people want to play forward because they like 

to score, so they overlook the defensi ve positions," Dyer 

said. 

Dyer has played on varsity since her freshman year 

and was selected to be one of the team's assistant cap

tains this year. Dyer said her varsity experience led to her 

being selected. 

but playing defense requires patience and the younger 

players have to practice at it, White said. 

"The younger players can get nervous," he said. 

"Holding back is a learned trait because most players 

have a natural tendency to go away with the ball." 

Her high defensive skill level made it an easy deci

sion to make her a captain. Hopefully her level of play 

will rub off on the other players, he said. 

"She has become more aggressive and her touch on 

the ball is better. She knows the ropes and has a good 

intensity level," he said. 

Her experience will help out the young players get 

used to playing varsity. Next year, she will be one of the 

team's most experienced players, he said. 

Dyer has had an extra challenge this year, as well. 

She has always been a vital member of the team ever 

since she stepped in to be the left wing fullback. She is a 

very valuable defensive player because of her extensive 

experience. Dyer was able to get playing time as a fresh

man because nobody wanted to playas fullback. Since 

then Dyer has increased her skills and has become one of 

the team's top defenders, he said. 

Dyer had to learn many things in order to be effec

tive on defense. Some players will try to attack the ball, 

She had to lead a young defense with a new goalkeeper, 

junior Kristin Kruger. Despite the fact that the team 

started the season with a new goalkeeper, Dyer said the . 

defense has had an easy time adjusting. 

"Having a new goalie has not been a big issue be

cause she has been here on the team the whole time," 

White said. 
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TAKING INSTRUCTION: Libby Dyer (1 1) 
tens to head coach Joe White during the halftime. 

Golfer hopes to follow in father's footsteps by playing in PG 
By Steve Packard 

Steve Hogan Jr. wants to follow in the 

footsteps of his father, who has a PGA tour 

card and his own golf course. He also wants 

to play Tiger Woods 

"He's aiways running around saying he 

wants to play Tiger Woods," Steve Hogan Sr. 

said. " I've always told him, if you have a 

dream and you follow it, it can come true." 

The younger Hogan has been following 

his successful golfing career with the help of 

his father. 

Ever since early childhood to his current 

place on the golf team as a freshman with a 

four handicap. 

"My dad started to teach me maybe when 

I was three," Hogan Jr. said. "He's taught 

me everything I know." 

The elder Hogan fondly recalled memo

ries of teaching Hogan Jr. his very first golf 

lessons. 

"He would travel around the golf course 

wit~ me." Hogan Sr. said. "One day, I gave 

him his first club, and he's been playing 

since." 

In fact, the younger Hogan has 'O _~~or; 

playing in his father's junior golf prograq_liur 

most elite class of golfers. The 

known on a national scale, competing all 

the country. It is called Hogan's J 

Heroes Foundation . 
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Equal, but at what cost? 
Since Title I?' was originated almost three decades ago in 1972, it has ensured gender equity among collegiate and high 

sc~ool athletIc programs. But, if schools have to cut other worthwile programs in order to achieve it, is it really worth it? 

Dealing with 

fake injuries 

part of job 
How often do you get 

''' .. , .. w ... ~ about things that are 

really injuries? 

On a daily basis, athletes come 

with standard aches and pains that 

receives when competing in 

letics. 

Some of these "aches" may be 

ications of large problems, so I do 

to take the time to evaluate all 

them. It's part of my job to 

tinguish non-injury pains from 

that may be caused by a true 

therefore I do not mind that 

etes asking. 

Have you ever had a situation 

athletes have used injuries as 

excuse to get out of practice? 

Of course, as an athletic trainer, 

my job to communicate with the 

es and make them aware of 

Ic tes who should be able to 

I'm not against giving women 

the right to participate in the same 

sports as men. 

But, Title IX, which was 

adopted in 1972, has done more 

harm than good. 

Title IX states that no 

federally-funded institution is 

allowed to discriminate because of 

gender. This means each school 

has to have the 

same number 

of women's 

varsity sports 

as men's and 

also distribute 

the funding 

equally. 

It has 

increased 

that really upsets me. Instead of doing 

the most logical thing and cutting the 

programs that are the biggest drain on 

the school's budget, they have to 

automatically cut the men's program 

that loses the most money. 

So now, at schools all over the 

country, sports are being cut that have 

been a part of that school forever and 

have established tradition (Iowa St. 

has fielded a 

baseball team 

since 1898). 

The women 

who support this 

say they aren't 

out to get men 's 

sports cut, but 

they just want to 

compete. 
interest in sports among high Maybe their intentions are good, 

school girls, but it also has done but why get rid of men's programs 

some damage to other sports. that are athletic and can compete; for 

Not only do athletic directors poorly played women's sports that 

have to make sure their sports are just want to compete? 

successful, but they also have to I'm not saying Title IX should be 

do some serious budget crunching abolished and discrimination based 

to meet the requirements set by on gender should be allowed. I'm 

Title IX. saying schools should be allowed to 

The only way to make sure discriminate on the basis of 

ice, may it be a full practice or sports turn a profit is to cut performance. If a schools football 

in which their activities are programs and because of Title IX, team is the most successful and makes 

ited. Very few injuries hinder an 

ete from practicing all together. 

is usually something they can 

such as riding a stationary bike, 

strengthen and drills that use 

body parts that are not injured. 

Have you ever had to send for 

ambulance? Why? How many 

they can't cut women's programs, the biggest profit, give the majority 

but cutting men's programs is of the money to them. If a school's 

acceptable. women's volleyball team is the most 

That is exactly what successful and makes the most 

happened recently to the money, give the money to them. 

University of Nebraska and Iowa And it works both ways. If a 

State Uni versity. Those school's football team has gone 3-50, 

universities had been losing in the last five years, get rid of it. 

money for years and had come to I'm all for giving women the 

a conclusion that the only way to right to participate in athletics because 

,corlSCIOUS for any period of time, solve it was to cut programs. they are very talented, but Title IX is 

an open or compound fracture, Thanks to Title IX, they not the answer. Somebody needs to 

ve a sp inal injury or breathing couldn't cut the programs that lost come up .with something that allows 

"", .. ",_~thatareuncOQtroltablC<\ . ~ ::i",~ t 1t' :': ,wos( ~oney (which in talented women to compete without 

'nnll~nc''' , mus . f ~ call;;'<i . ""H .~ ~~:· ~ " ~ r sICa -s'": case was women's ' . having to cut10ther programs at the 
~ ~ ,,~~-,. ];1"': ~y ~ .. t;'.t 

While here at Central, I have swimming and diving), but had to 

led an ambulance twice, both get rid of the men's team because 

same time. 

Until that happens, schools like 

NU and ISU will continue to have to 

LU ENI NG HOEN ERrTH ER EG ISTER 

uries occurred this year. of Title IX. This also happened at 

The first injury was for a ISU with its baseball program. cut valuable programs. This will start 

spended spinal injury, and the That's the part about Title IX to happen in high schools, too. 

HALF AND HALF: This photo illustration, with sophomores Steven Rue (right) and Mary 

Michala k (left), shows how Title IX requires schools to split fundings for athletic programs. 

for a fracture of both the bones 

the lower leg. 

hanges in selection rules only allow two players to play in Shrine Bowl 
School, selected 33 senior football rule has left out players in the past it out a little bit," he said. "Teams The players who were selected, to visit sick children at the Shriner 's 

players from around the state to play couple of years who deserve to be on were being dominated by schools li ke Davis said, are all glad to be able to Hospital. 

Two Central football players in the game. the team. Central, Lincoln Southeast, Papillion be getting back on the football field Going to the hospital and visit-

recently selected to play in "It [to be selected) is truly an "There are definitely a number and then there would only be five or after a nine-month hiatus. ing chi ldren is an experience that both 

's high school all-star game honor for both the players and the of seniors on the team that could have six sc hools represented by eac h 'Tm excited about it [playing the players and coaches enjoy, 

Shrine Bowl, played at Memorial coaches," McMenamin said. been selected," Davis said. "I don' t team." again)," Davis said. "But. I have been McMenamin , who was the head 

in Lincoln on July 28. Three years ago, Shrine Bowl of- think they're upset [the players not McMe nami n said he would working out getting ready for college coach of the South team last year and 

Se niors A.J. Anderson and ficials changed the maximum num- selected), but anytime you get se- rather see th e best players from [football) so it won't feel too foreign an assistant in 1994 said. 

Davis were first nominated by ber of players who can be selected lected to something, it's quite an around the state chosen, than have to to me." "It rea lly is a moving ex peri-

head coach Joe McMenamin from each school from three to two. honor." limit the number of participants. Although the players main inter- ence," McMenamin said of the visit 

then selected by Shrine Bowl Also, a coach must select a player McMenamin said the rules were "It's a good idea and concept, but est is playing in the game, that is not to the hospi tal. "The kids there really 

to play on the South team. from each class and a player that plays changed so they could get players this way it is not a true all-star game," all they will be doing. On July 19, all get excited about having the football 

head coach for the South team, eight-man football. Both from all over the state in the game. he said . "You don't have all the best the players and coaches, from both players come. They think of these 

n Tesar from Tri-County High McMenamin and Davis said the new "They wanted to try and spread players in the state in one game." teams, will fl y into Minneapolis, MN guys as NFL <t ~ r< " 
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Teacher conquers racquetball, stays intens 
By Chris Aponick 

A few trickles of blood and several bruises have not 

prevented Central teacher Scott Wilson from playing rac

quetball. 
Wilson said he has acquired hundreds of bumps and 

bruises in over two years of playing "the second greatest 

game on the planet" against several Central teachers. 

However, his match against English teacher Dr. Jurgen 

Shawver was the only one that he got bloody in. 

"Shawver knocked some of my teeth out because 

his follow-through caught me in the face," he said. "I 

kept playing and toughed it out. I put my teeth in my free 

hand." 
All of the blood in his mouth after the injury made it 

appear that Wilson had a "cherry snow cone in his 

mouth", he said. Wilson has also been hit in his face, but 

his protective goggles helped him avoid injuries. 

After his first couple of injuries and some tough 

games against Shawver, he said he has learned to always 

stay aware on the court. 

"If you don' t like to move around, you might as well 

stay home," he said. 

Wilson plays with a group of Central teachers as 

often as possible and has formed what he said is a nearly 

unbeatable doubles team with Matt Shafer. They are able 

to beat their opponents by playing of the corners of the 

court and by being more physical, he said. 

said he has played in the other two versions of 

ball: singles, and "cut-throat", which is three guys 

playing against each other. 

He said he likes cut-throat the best, but that 

is the most physical and the players often run into 

other while playing. 

He has developed a lot of power behind his 

and has started to develop some strategy th at has beet 
met with opposition from the other players, he said. 

"The other guys might say that it's bush leaoue 

but sometimes I'll fake swing at the ball ," he said. 0 . 

Wilson said his game has improved drasticall yov 
. . ~ 

the years he has played and said hiS other activiti es hall 

helped his game. 

"Baseball has helped my game because it Pro v i d ~ 

good hand-eye coordination," he said. . 

There is always a fierce competitive spirit On t ~ 

court and that the teachers all hate to lose, he said. 

"We all get frustrated or upset," he said. "I've 

my racket and broken it before." 

Wilson has also learned the importance of equ l ~ 

ment. Eye goggles are necessary. He uses a racket 

shares his last name, a Wilson Extreme, but he has 

exception to Jeff McCune's racket that he said is 

sort of a "souped up GTO racket." 

"It's like illegal in 43 states," he said. "The bar 

comes off of it at about 300 mph; it's huge." 
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INTENSITY Social studies teacher Scott Wilson demonstrates the aggressiveness necessary 

to s u cceed in the sport of racquetball. Wilson said he and several other Central teachers often 

ge t together on days off from school to play the game. 

"We carve people up," he said. "We work more cor

ners than Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman ." 

Shafer and Wilson have built up a duo that will take 

on all comers in doubles. Aside from doubles, Wilson 

Despite this controversy, Wilson said nothing w oul~ 

take him away from the game and he plays every c h an ~ 

he gets. 

"Whenever there is a snow day it's understood t:lm 

we' re going to get together to play racquetball ," he said 

Senior fills void of last year's All-State goalie, head coach sa 
By Chris Aponick 

At the beginning ofthis season boys' soc

cer coach Tim Herbert thought senior Tim 

Davey was more than ready to replace last 

year's Al l-State goalkeeper, Justin Galaska. 

Herbert said that Davey and Galaska are 

two very different players. 

But, he sa id considering Davey was 

taught by Galaska, he was very comfortable 

with Davey replacing him this season. 

"Davey is a classic player physically," 

Herbert said. "Galaska was small and very 

quick. but Davey has long arms and legs and 

he covers a lot of area." 

Davey said hi s height let him reach shots 

that were high or wide. 

Il also allowed him to control the ball in 

the box better. Despite their differences in 

playing style Davey said he learned a lot of 

things from training with Galaska. 

"Galaska had quickness and good re

flexes," Davey said. "He was quick to the shot 

and he knew the game." 

He said even though the team was very 

young and inexperienced this year, they were 

very succesfulL 

" I think this team was just as strong as 

last year's team." he said. 'The whole defense 

has provided a solid foundation." 

Herbert sa id because of the team s 

strengths. they had a new strategy heading into 

this season. 

"We've changed our philosophy from re

lying on our defense to trying for more of

fense ." he said. 

~ind your plac~ 
ill the world . 
"When I first came to UNOmaha, I didn 't 
know much about the campus, but I decided 
to jump right in. Now I practically live here! 
My involvement in student government and 
my other activities here have helped me 
experience everything that college is about. 
I know that what I'm learning at UNOmaha, 
both in and outside of the classroom, 
is the best preparation for the next 
step in my life ... the real world." 

Mallory Prucha 
UNOmaha Sophomore 

Find out al/ that 
UNOmaha has to offer. 

For enrollment information, 
please call 

402-554-MAV1. 

Visit our website at 

www.unomaha.edu. 

a University of 
Nebraska at 
Omaha 

The University of Nebraska is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 

He said more offensive production carne 

from the midfielders and defenders because 

the team lost experienced forwards to gradu

ation last year. 

"For the first time, the team has defend

ers with good offensive ski lls," Herbert said. 

"We will use them more in the offense to push 

the ball up the field." 

Ball con trol was another focus for the 

team. 

"The motto for the offense and defense 

was patience," Davey said. 

Having a capable back-up goalie in jun

ior Matt Niemeyer was also a key asset to the 

team this season. 

However it took the team awhile to ad

just. 

"Obviously we can ' t use youth as an ex-

cuse for not winning," Herbert said. 

Central had more talent than many Metro 

high schools. However, Creighton Prep and 

Millard West were also a challenge to play, 

Davey said. 

He said their goal going into these games 

was to bend, but not break. And to also play 

harder and more aggresive on their half of the 

field. 

The senior members of the varsity team 

provided leadership because they had been 

playing together for two years and communi

cated well, Davey said. 

He said the team was not intimidated by 

any team they played . 

Because, he said , they had a better de

fense than most of their opponents had an of

fense . 

FAITH LYNNfTHE REGI 

FINE REPLACEMENT He, 

coach Tim Herbert said s enior T~ 

Davey has done a fine job of replal<:: 

ing last year's All-State goalie 
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Step 1 : The Stance 

o 

A well-balanced stance is the key 

ingredient for a good swing. The 

batter's feet should be shoulder length 

apart, the knees slightly bent. Shoul

ders are even and the hands are near 

the back shoulder. 

Step 4: Contact 

22,2001 

HITTING 
To those who are not familiar with the Sport of baseball, 

hitting seems like a simple task. But, as any baseball 

player knows, the art of hitting is a very difficult process. 

Step 2: Load-Up 

o 

The batter takes a small step with his 

front foot, which allows him to transfer 

his weight to the back leg. He cocks his 

hands back from their original position. 

This allows him to store power in the 
arms. 

Step 5: Extension 

o 

Step 3: Trigger 

o 

The back foot pivots and begins to 

shift the weight back to the middle, and 

the hands take the knob of the bat to the 

oncoming ball. His head remains down 

watching the ball all the way into the 
strike zone. 

Step 6: Follow-Through 

The batter now snaps his wrists, which 

allows the barrel of the bat to come around 

meeting the oncoming ball at the sweet 

spot. The batter's head still remains down 

the whole time watching the bat meet the 

To allow the batter to utilize the 

power in his arms, he must roll his 

wrists and fully extend his arms. He 

now finishes transferring his weight 

to his front foot, hitting the ball with 

As soon as the ball is hit, the batter 

can't stop there. He must continue with his 

swing, bringing the bat around toward the 

back. The swing finishes with the hands at 

the opposite shoulder and the bat behind 

the head. The batter then drops the bat and ball. maximum power. 

heads to first base. 
ALL GRAPHICS LUENINGHOENER fTHE REGISTER 

Alumnus attributes success to days at Central 
From BARTEE, page 17 

again. 

At the end of his third season he de

clared himself ~ligible for the 1993 Ma

jor League draft. He was selected by the 

Baltimore Orioles, but did not reach the . 

big leagues until 1996 with the Detroit 

Tigers. 

On Opening Day 1996 Bartee suited 

up with the Tigers. That year, he said, 

was one of his best as a baseball player. 

"I think those were some of my hap

piest times in baseball," Bartee said. "Be

ing in Detroit and putting on a big league 

uniform for the first time." 

Bartee's enjoyable years in Detroit 

did not last long. Prior to the 2000 sea

son he was traded to the Cincinnati Reds. 

Initially, Bartee said he went to Cin

cinnati to be their primary center fielder. 

Then the Reds were able to make a deal 

for one of the best players in the game, 

Ken Griffey Ir. He said he was a disappointed 

when he heard about the signing of.Griffery 

because he knew he would not play much . 

"Anytime you play on the same team and 

the same position with one of the best players 

in the game you are going to get frustrated," 

he said. 

After a season of playing in Cincinnati's 

minor league organization Bartee looked at his 

options and decided to sign a one-year c~n

tract with the Anaheim Angels. Bartee said he 

signed with the Angels because they would 

give him the best opportunity to play. 

"I was basically just playing a numbers 

game. I looked around and finally came to a 

conclusion that Anaheim was the best fit for 

me," he said. 

Bartee went in to the Angel's spring train

ing thinking he would compete as a starter. But 

then he felt a pain in his back. 

On March 23, he was diagnosed with a 

bulging disc in his back. Bartee then found out 

he would have to spend over a month rehabili-

tating his back in order to get back on the 

field. Instead of heading with the team to 

Anaheim, he instead stayed at the Angel's 

spring training facility in Peoria, AZ. 

"I think me being here [in Arizona] 

makes me concentrate more on my back 

and maybe if I was in Anaheim I would get 

the itch to play and try and come back to 

earl y," he said. 

Currently Bartee is at his home in Peo

ria, AZ rehabilitating his back on his own. 

He expects to return to the Angels around 

June and said he hopes to make a big con

tribution to the team as a reserve. 

"I probably will get the chance to play 

about two to three times a week, to give 

the starters in the outfield a break. When 

you are playing 162 games and you play 

two to three a week, that's still a lot of play

ing," Bartee said. 

Bartee said that even though he has 

only been there a couple of months Ana

heim seems like a good fit for him. 
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FIELD OF DREAMS Baseball coach, Scott Hodges looks out over 

Orval Smith Field as his team gets set to play Ralston High School. 

Coach's journey teaches 

him roles of school, sports 
By Steve Packard 

Although many know head baseball coach 

Scott Hodges for his work on the baseball dia

mond, his friends said they know him best for 

his sense-of-humor and competitiveness. 

"He's very, very competitive," coach Josh 

Montzingo said. "If there 's a tinker toy con

test to win, he ' ll go out and make the meanest, 

baddest tinker toy there is." 

Hodges has a love of baseball going back 

to his high school days, where he held a 13-0 

record as a pitcher. 

"My father was a Sears manager, su as a 

child I moved around a lot. By the time I was 

a freshman in college, we had moved eight 

times," Hodges said. "I thought moving as a 

senior would be hard, but it actually opened 

up new athletic opportunities. It opened up 

opportunities to compete at a higher level." 

Hodges first attended the University of 

Minnesota at Duluth. but he soon dropped out. 

He then managed a restaurant for three years. 

During this time, Hodges filled in his free 

time by playing extracurricular softball instead 

of baseball because of an arm injury which had 

developed during his senior year. 

Eventually, Hodges began to disprove of 

his hours and wanted to make a more positive 

impact on the community. He decided to re

turn to baseball at Blackhawk Community Col

lege in Illinois. 

"You know, when you haven't picked up 

a ball for a few years, your ski lls are a little 

rusty," Hodges said. "But the coaches liked 

my attitude and work ethic." 

The Braves' coaches decided to hire him 

for a year, launching his coach i ng career. Af

ter graduating frum Blackhawk, Hodges 

moved on to Bloomington High School in 

Bloomington, !L. 

"I liked it, it was a nice community. 

They had better facilities than we have ," 

Hodges said . 

Hodges got his first coaching experi 

ence attended Bloomington for fo ur years, 

coaching freshman one year. two years on 

sophomore and one as the ass istant varsity 

coach. 

Eventually, Hodges moved on to Cen

tral High where he is currently coaching var

sity baseball and has been since last season. 

"I like coaching the game," he sa id. " I 

reli sh the opportunity to build the program . 

The time I put into the program duesn' t go 

without sacrifice. I mi ss a lot of time at 

home." 

However, Hodges knows fro m personal 

experience, that academics are equall y im

portant, if not more important than the spon. 

"He stresses academics," Mon tzingo 

said . "He knows baseball ends somewhere 

and you've got to have somewhere to go." 

As for his team , Hodges said he has 
many more games to go. 

"I can 't lose. Whether I'm playing chess 

or athletically, I just hate to lose," Hodges 

said. "The coach does n' t give up. Ever." 

Baseball team loses second

round district game to Ralston 
By Emily Neumann 

The varsity baseba ll team lost its final game 

of the season 12- 1 to Ralston High School in 

the second-round of the district A-3 tournament 

on May 8. 

Central advanced to play Ralston after 

beating Omaha Roncalli High School 3-0. 

After staging a defensive victory, the team 

knew it had to depend on its defense to do we ll 

against Ralston, head coach Scott Hodges said . 

"Ralston probably has the best hitting team 

in Omaha," junior Jan Waterman said . 

Starting pitcher Justin Tatum, junior, gave 

up a run in the first inning and set the pace for 

the Ralston lineup. 

Tatum said the team made some early errors 

in the field and was not able to get the bat on the 

ball. 

"I was proud of the kids. They played hard 

and never gave up ," Hodges said. 

Senior Rob Fogarty agreed the team could 

have played better, but felt it was outmatched. 

Hodges said that in spite of the loss, the 

Eagles have slowly begun to improve . They 

finished the year 5-21, two wins better than last 

year's record. 

The Eagles scored victories over Omaha, 

South, Valley, Omaha Benson and Nebraska 

City. 

Hodges said he is hopeful for the future 

because he has a young team and it is constantly 

improving. 

"I think Hodges is a good coac h. When 

the freshmen now are upperc lassmen , the leam 

will be good," Fogarty sa id . 
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THE WIND UP Junior Jus tin 

Tatum gets ready to deliver a pitch 
In the Eagle's district game agains t 
Ralston on May 8 . Centrallos t the 
game 12-1. 
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Completing the Circle 
A Perfect Circle bassist Paz Lencharitin speaks 

of her experiences being the only girl in an 

all-guy band, as well as her solo endeavors. 

COURTESY OF PAZ LENCHANTIN 

SUCH AN INSPIRATION: paz Lenchantin, bassist and 
violinist for A Perfect Circle, is the youngest member of the 
band. Her favorite A Perfect Circle song is "Rose" off of the 
album "Mer De Noms." 

f 

By Layne Gabriel 

Her name may not be as fa

miliar as that of her band, but at 27, 

paz Lenchantin is the youngest mem

ber, bassist and violinist for A Per

fect Circle. 
Born in Argentina, Lenchantin 

was raised in California with two sib

lings. 

She went to art school and stud

ied piano and violin. 

She began playing bass on her 

own. 

"[I had] a need to express my

self without classical perfection," 

she said. 

She began 

playing music 

with her brother, 

who is in the 

band Big Milk, 

and they have 

continued to 

play music to

gether. 

Lenchantin 

first major job was the 

video for Tool's song, 

"Aenima," where she met A 

Perfect Circle founder Billy 

Howerdel through Tool guitarist 

Adam Jones. Howerdel had been 

writing songs since he was 17 and 

never created a band. Lenchantin 

said that she was amazed at his work 

and A Perfect Circle began. 

"It just kind of manifested," she 

said. 

Being the only woman in A Per

fect Circle does not discourage 

Lenchantin. 

"I love making music with guys. 

There's something sexy about it to 

me," she said. 

Work on A Perfect Circle's al

bum, "Mer De Noms," took two 

years . The band began work on a 

website, which was Lenchantin 's job. 

"Everyone kind of had their job 

as a gear or a wheel of the machine," 

she said. 

Lenchantin's experience making 

the video for A Perfect Circle's first 

single "Judith" was long and gruel

ing but one of her best, she said. 

The video was directed by David 

Fincher, who also directed "Fight 

Club." 

She said the video took a week 

of 13 to IS-hour days to complete. 

"We were just playing nonstop 

'Judith' over and over," she said. 

A Perfect Circle began touring 

and was picked up by Nine Inch 

Nails'TrentReznor as the opening act 

for the Fragility tour in 2000. 

" I respect him [Reznor] a lot as 

an artist," she said. "It was a really 

great tour." 

Members of both bands were 

mutual friends and Nine Inch Nails 

was a fan of work done by A Perfect 

Circle. 

"For me it [the tour] was my first 

out and about," Lenchantin said. 

Although she was new to the tour 

experience, Lenchantin was not over

whelmed by the tour, but said she was 

constantly learning. 

"And it was exciting and amaz

ing and great, but I was probably the 

one making the most mistakes," she 

said. 

Her mistakes were not during her 

set onstage, but she left equipment be

hind on a few occasions. A Perfect 

Circle wrapped up its own tour in late 

April and the band is planning to get 

together and record another album, 

which should be available by this time 

next year. 

"We are all in our writing mode," 

Lenchantin said. 

Lenchantin's first solo album, 

"Yellow My Skycaptain ," was re

leased earlier this year in hopes to 

support her upcoming solo release. 

"My solo album . .. is mainly the 

stuff I was doing as a teen ," she said. 

Jack Nicholson works on filming in Dundee home 

PAULA SALHANYfTHE REGISTER 

BEEP BEEP! Jack Nicholson gets into 

his car after a long day's shoot for the film, 
"About Schmidt." 

By Paula Salhany 

"Here's Johnny!" 

That's right, Jack Nicholson is in town 

filming a new movie, "About Schmidt." 

In the movie, Nicholson plays a retiring 

actuary named Warren Schmidt. Schmidt is 

dealing with the death of his wife and the 

marriage of his daughter to a man whom he 

does not like. 

The film is being produced by Avery Pix, 

Inc ., a division of New Line Cinema. 

"Currently we are just about half-way 

through a 58-day shooting schedule," Kendra 

Leidle of Avery Pix, Inc. said . 

Filming at 5402 Izard Street took place 

on April 30 and May 1. 
To find this house, representatives from 

Avery Pix, Inc. wa·lked around the 

neighborhoods and took pictures of various 

houses, she said. 

She said after they took pictures they 

went up to the houses and asked the owners 

for a tour. They mapped out the floor plans 

and looked back at the layout of the house in 

the script. 

"They came up to my mom 's house and 

she gave them a tour. Her floor plans just 

happened to matched the script exactly," 

Susan Ogborn a Central graduate said . 

Ogborn is the daughter of Bess Ogborn 

who owns the house. 

Ogborn said preparation for the film 

started in January and February of this year. 

"They came into the house and took 

pictures of all the wallpaper and curtains in 

the house and went and hl:l.nd-painted replicas 

of all the wallpaper," she said. 

Along with curtains and wallpaper, all 

new furniture was bought for the indoor set. 

"Once they were ready to film the house, 

they took all my mom's furniture out of the 

house except for the bedroom and put all the 

furniture from the indoor set in," Ogborn said. 

The . indoor set, once finished, cost as 

much money as it had cost Mrs. Ogborn to 

buy the house in 1964. 

A lot of the crew, including director 

Alexander Payne, are natives of Omaha. 

"I really like seeing people from Omaha 

go away and make something of themselves 

and then be able to bring their talent back," 

Ogborn said, 

Ogborn is not the only person who is 

excited about the movie. There were about 

forty people standing around waiting for 

Nicholson to show up hoping that they would 

get a glimpse of him or maybe even an 

autograph . 

Caryl Drennan was one person who did 

get an autograph. 

"He was very pleasant and I was very 

excited," she said. 

When Nicholson was about to arrive, the 

crew at the set was told that "Number One is 

coming" and within three minutes a silver 

Lincon pulled up and Nicholson stepped out. 

"I've beenjustoverwhelmed with all that 

goes into the production of the movie," 

Drennan said 

Drennan was referring to the great 

amounts of equipment and communication 

between the crew to get everything perfect. 

"It's amazing how the cast can 

communicate and know exactly what is going 

on without saying anything at all ," Ogborn 

said. 

"About Schmidt" is due to be released 

in January or March of 2002. 
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SCENERY: One of the chairs on the 

set of "About Schmidt: 
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Roadshow captivates audience 
By Layne Gabriel 

Roadshow 2001 was as stunning as 

every other production this year and every 

act was worthy of being included. 

Seni ors Mitch Raftery and Analisa 

Jacob did a series of hilarious skits 

marketing their collection of favorite songs. 

Dressed in the mos t outrageous outfits 

poss ible, the duet sang some hilarious songs 

including "Party Up" by DMX. 

Seniors Evan Thompson and Kathryn 

Aagesen did a phenominal performance of 

a beat poem that wa s most likely 

misunderstood by the audience but 

incredibly intense. 

There were plenty of piano acts, which 

was to be expected, but the variety of piano 

acts kept the audience's attention. 

and hollering in approval. The dancers were 

very animated and had a lot of attitude . They 

picked great songs to dance to and were fun 

to watch. 

Returning from the Roadshow 1999 Was 

"Central B-Boys," the breakdanci ng aCt 

featuring juniors Rafiq Kamal and Ben 

Huston. Their talent was inctedible and the ir 

contortions never ceased to amaze the 

audience. 

Brittani Dutton, fre shman, did a 

wonderful belly dance that was tasteful , but 

still kept the mood of the music . 

The skit "Spelling Bee" with Rafter,! 

Jacob and junior Braden Nelson w;; 

ridiculous, but funny. Raftery and Jacob Were 

kids in a spelling bee and Nelson was to gile 

them the words but lost the cards, so he made 

words up. The scripting of it was enterta ini ng 

COURTESY OF WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM 

MONEY MONEY: Over $20 million of gold is on exhibit at the Western Heritage Museum i~ downtown 

Omaha. The exhibit will be on display until the end of June. The gold was discovered in a sunken ship, 

retreived and has since become a travelling display at national museums. 

Seni ors Quinn Corbin and Andrea 

Gatzke performed the Cranberries' song, 

"Dreams," which was one of the best songs 

of the show. Senior Chalee George's song 

"Fancy" was also wonderful. Her stage 

presence was very dramatic and it was clear 

she had great talent and enjoyed what she 

did. 

"Toast," performed by junior Ben Bahr, 

was incredibly amusing. He beat on a toaster 

with spoons and sang. It was one of the mOre 

creative skits and the audience enjoyed it 

Of course, what Roadshow would be 

complete without a drum duet? This year 

senior Blake Leavitt reprised his position from 

last year's Roadshow, and seni or Eric 

Bensalah joined him. This year 's dru m duet 

was just as interesting as last year 's and talent 

was oozing from their sticks. 'Lost Treasures' gold on display 
Many of the dances this year brought a 

different style to the Central stage. "Los 

Merengeros," a Latin dance, was interesting 

to watch. Three pairs of partners showed 

off Latin dancing moves that many students 

are not exposed to in every day life. 

Every act selected by the panel of judges 

in late March was spectacular. Central is a 

very talented school and Roadshow just 

proved that the talent extends far beyond the 

band room, chorus room and the stage. 

By Daisy Bonham-Carter 

The $20 million exhibit displaying 

gold recovered from the sunken S.S. Cen

tral America simply sparkles at Durham 

Western Heritage Museum. 

This exhibit "Lost Treasures," is about 

the historic gold coins bars that are dis

played in the 40-ft. long replica of the 

sh ip 's hull . 

The exhibit also has rare and antique 

photographs of Gold Rush-era miners and 

their mining. 

"[This exhibit] is like a time-capsule: 

it turns back the clock to the Gold Rush's 

miners and what their life was like back 

then," ' Donn Pearlman, spokesman for the 

Gold Marketing Group of Newport Beach, 

Calif., said . 

The Gold Marketing Group of New

port Beach acquired some of the intact 

$100 million of the sunken treasure from 

the team that di scovered and recovered the 

famous load. 

The expedit io n to go down 8,000 ft. 

to retrieve the gold took a total offi ve years 

to do. 

Inside the portholes of the hull's rep

lica. a viewer can see stacks of gold coins 

and gold bars standing in distilled water, 

Pearlman said. 

The San Francisco Mint has freshly 

cleaned the bars and coins. 

On each gold bar in the exhibit, a small 

part of one corner has been remo ved . 

Pearlman said it is because of the inspec

tor who took some a nugget every gold bar 

that was handled for payment. 

The S .S. Central America transported 

an estimated one-third of the total gold ex

cavated during the California Gold Rush. 

On Sept. 3, 1857, the ship left Colon, 

Panama can-yi ng almost 600 people and 

three tons of gold. That's when it sank in a 

hun-icane. 

An estimated $20 mi llion of the re

covered gold is in the Museum's display, 

including a $20 Double Eagle gold piece, 

made at the San Francisco Mint in 1857 

and valued at more than $10,000 today. 

Besides a ll of these artifacts, such his

toric and go vernment- supervised San 

Francisco Gold Rush assayers produced 

nuggets, called ingots, and privately made 

go ld coins. 

The largest in got ever made wa's 

weighed in at a lmost 80 Ibs. and was made 

bv the examiners of Kellogg & Humbert. 

® 
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3000 Reasons 

The ingot was named "Eureka," Latin for 

"I have found it." 

"When the ship went down, it fired 

off its flares," Pearlman said. "One ship 

came to the rescue, and between four and 

six hours, more rowboats came to the res

cue." 

Because the 5.5. Central America had 

sunk with an enormous amount of gold, 

all banks and factories had to close, be

ginning a financial crash in both European 

cities and in the Unites States. 

Pearlman said this exhibit has been 

traveling for over a year. 

This exclusive exhibit has gold col

lectors bidding between $10,000 to 

$100,000 apiece for pieces of gold. 

"More than a million people have seen 

the exhibit already," Pearlman said. 

After visiting Omaha, "Lost Trea

sures" will go to Atlanta, Ga. It will then 

be shipped to Newport Beach where the 

Gold Marketing Group will hold it. 

Five Cal ifornia assayers are repre

sented in the exhibit of the 5 .5. Central 

America: Blake and Company, Kellogg & 

Humbert, Justh and Hunter, Harris, 

Marchand & Company and Henry 

Henstch. 

The group dance act "Too 

Kosmopolitan" had the audience hooting 

--A look back--

A Register Review 
Appeared Fri., April 7, 1933 

Two comedians- o ne who cannot 

laugh and th e other who cannot cry

combine their comedy talents in "What! 

No Beer?," starting at the World theater 

today, stan-ing Buster Keaton and Jimmy 

Durante. 

Alternating between excitement and 

hilarious comedy, the pi cture centers 

around the current problem of legalized 

beer. 

Buster is a taxidermist and 

"Schnozzle" th e tow n barber, but by 

accident they are involved in the operation 

of a wholesale brewery. 

They are not only caught between the 

wets and the drys on the beer question , but 

they are also between the fire of two beer· 

running gangs who seek to control the outpU! 

of their brewery. 

The whole political panorama of the bet! 

issue is covered in this story, from the recent 

election to the agitation in Congress ovei 

legalized beer. 

It is a timely picture treated with a 

humorous mood, but with ple nt y 

excitement in it. In the supporting cast art 

Phyllis Barry, John Miljan and Roscoe Ates 

The second feature on the program I,ill 

be Barbara Stanwyck in her latest screen 

offering, ~ 'Ladies They Talk About." This il 

the drama of women who live in the headl ines, 

with Preston Foster and Lyle Talbot. 

If you're not having fun, 

you're not working with 

Andrea Rye 

Contemporary & Comfortable 

6 itt 
and Herff Jones 

(402) 348-0462 

andrearye @ hotmail.com 

Restaurant and Lounge 

Serving Your Favorite Grilled Foods 

& 
Now Offering Sunday Brunch JO-2PM 

to work for Carlson Hospitality Worldwide 

After 90 days of full time employment... 

Qualify for $3000 Annual Tuition Reimbursement 

Classes that typically qualify: 

Math, Computer Science, Accounting, Marketing, 

Human Resources, English, Speech, Business, and 

more! 

Apply in person at 113th & BIondo 

Supports Central Students and Faculty! 

402-291-6781 

AmI Gay? 
www.pflag-Omaha.org 

(you're not alone) 

Gay*~esbian*Bisexual*Trans*Straight & Questioning Youth 

LU 
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AT A GLANCE --

Summer proves to be packed with fun 

• l j r 11 fJ ~ 

Check out the calendars below. !he Register's entertainment staff compiled a list events during 

the summer months in the' Midwest. 

AlbUITl prices 

skyrocketing 
I got three albums for less than $25. 

I was happy. 

In the never-ending whirl of obscenely 

high prices for albums in the music business, 

some stores seem to forget that paying $17 

for one album is insane. 

Consider the fact that it costs practically 

nothing to produce the actual disc. It costs 

less than ten cents to make one, so the record 

company gets something like 17,000 percent 

of the initial cost. Maybe it's just me, but 

that's obscene. 

Of course the artist and the company and 

everyone need to get paid, but the business 

generates so much cash that lowering album 

prices a couple bucks is not going to cause 

much damage. 

No wonder teenagers are looking to 

programs like Napster to gather songs and 

create their own CDs at about one percent of 

the original price. If it can cost me 20 cents 

to make the same CD that I can buy for $17, 

then I have some serious considering to do. 

Look at national record chains. Stores 

like Sam Goody, the Virgin Megastore and 

Borders have a tendency to rip off the 

unknowing consumer. 

Even CDNow seems to have bought into 

the obscenely high prices. Once you order an 

album and pay for shipping and handling, all 

the money you thought you saved 

miraculously went to other stupid little fees. 

Standard shipping is $3, which eats up 

the couple of bucks you saved buying it for 

$15. Then there's the drawback that you don 't 

get the album fori ike a week. It'd be cheaper 

and quicker to get it at Borders. I want my 

CD now. Isn't that why it's called "CDNow?" 

Depressingly, Omaha does not have 

many choices when it comes to buying cheap 

music and getting the selection you want. 

Regardless, I'm an advocate of supporting 

local record stores, not appeasing national 
chains. 

San Francisco is fortunate to have stores 

like Amoeba Music, which was where I fed 

my Nine Inch Nails and Pearl Jam fix. 

Obviously Amoeba had the music biz down 

pat with new albums priced right around $13 

and vinyl and used albums priced even 
cheaper. 

They offered the selection for any taste 

and they also knew that teenagers do not have 

thousands of dollars to spend on CDs. 

If you purchase one album per month at 

the price of $17, you spend $204 a year on 

CDs alone. If you purchase one album a 

week, you spend almost $900 a year. 

Considering the fact that my allowance 

is $60 a month, I am too much of a putz to get 

a job and my car eats a tank of gas about every 

four days, I never get to buy CDs. If I blew 

all my cash on CDs, I could get 42 of them at 
that price. 

LUENINGHOENERfTHE REGISTER 
'CRAZY/BEAUTIFUL' (Cl TOUCHSTONE PICTURES, 'PRINCESS DIARIES' 
AND 'ATLANTIS' (Cl DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Forget eating and clothes, I want my 

L-______________________________________________________ -= ____ ~==========~=============_------------------~ __ _J music! 

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
put Sarah Baker in the 

right frame of mind. 
Sarah Baker of Omaha has a passion for writing-so much ,so 

that she earned a Hearst writing award. The senior in journalism 

at the University of Nebraska is editor of the Daily Nebraskan . 

campus newspaper. Her NU connections placed her in internships 

at the Minneapolis Star Tribune, The Des Moines Register and 

the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. Courses in art history and 

criticism opened up the world of art for hel', and she's now plan

ning to use her journalistic skill" as the framework for a career 

writing about the arts. 

There is no place like N .... .lllcl..L 

rata.ations 

ER 
M1S!;issiprpi, Established 1886 

on a Job well done 
In San Francisco 

from a proud parent 

Husker Track & Cross Country
the only Nebraska Newsletter devoted 

to high school track and cross country 

Subscriptions $8 per year 

contact: Bob Gabriel 965.9385 

huskectrack_xcountry@yahoo.com 

www.angelfire.com/nelhuskertrackmag 

~ig ~rain 
www.bigbrainprod.com 

1123 Jackson St. 

(Old Market) 

Orn.aha, NE 

(402) 342-2885 

PlOauctions 
Custom Body Art 

& 

Body Piercing 

Open 12-127 Days a Week 

9nt~rnationall'i ji)ublisq~a 

Gt,atd {'Qlnning Grtists 



PlA&E 
-Filthy Few 

gains fanb 
By Daisy Bonham-Carter 

Local band, The Filthy Few, h~ 
history of music and friendships thr O U gh ~ 
the years. 

Before calling it the Filthy Few, all b ~ 

one of the original members were in a baJlj 

named Diabolic Possession, which bro~ 

up in 1994. 
"We broke up because of 

mostly, and relationships with 

people," vocalist Chad Lottmann said, 

''Then we got back together, but with o~ 

less of a person." 

The Filthy Few has been making r oc ~ 

alternative/pOp music for two and a hall 

years, getting some of their lyrical COnte 

from both fictional and past experience<" 

bassist Steve ''Tuco'' Jacobs said. 

"It's pretty impulsive," Lottmann 

when asked how he writes lyrics. 
I 

The members of the band have all 

playing their instruments since they 

young. Jacobs said he was raised in a 

musical family. His uncle taught him 

mandolin when he was only five. 

TAKING A BREAK: Rainbow Recording Studio founder .Nils Erickson sits in the control room of the studio. Rainbow Records has the capabilities 

to produce analog or digital recordings with up to 24 tracks. 

The band Celtic Frost inspired 

Lottmann to become involved in music.He 

was listening to the band 's album at l 

friend's house. The local go-go bars 

Omaha i~pired many band members. 

''Omaha is a very strong and easy 

to be in," Jacobs said, "There are lots 

very cool people around here." 

Recording studio maintatns rich history Lottmann' said he has met 

interesting people because he was in a 

band. 
''To be a fan of [The Filthy Few], 

By Layne Gabriel 

Back when it was a local band, 311 

recorded at Rainbow Recording Studio. 

Lately, visits from Boyz II Men and other 

bands have kept it popular. 

Former Central student Nils Erickson's 

studio was founded in 1976 and has continued 

recording albums and singles for local bands 

and national acts, as well as his band, Paddy

O-Furniture. 

Sometimes W~ : >nder, Beebe, Moment of 

Release and Clever have also graced the 

rooms that were designed by the same people 

that designed A&R Studios in New York. 

For the same IIrice as the studio opened -

$65 per hour - bands and soloists can come in 

an.d record on a 24-track analog or digital 

setup. 

The analog recording, an older style of 

recording, is done on a two-inch reel to reel 

tape. 

Digital recording is done on an Alesis 

system that places material on super VHS 

tapes. 

He said that the digital recordings are 

placed on tapes because they sound more like 

analog and do not have the squeaky metallic 

sound that most recordings that were done 

digitall y have. 

Recordings done on computer often run 

the risk of sounding inferior to albums that 

are made by either the analog or digital 

process. 

The singer usually begins with what is 

called a "scratch vocal" that they plan to never 

use, but Erickson often chooses to use it 

because it is when the singer is most raw and 

full of emotion. 

The band records the rhythm tracks and 

then overdubs guitar, keyboards, percussion 

and horns. 

Vocals are rerecorded and backup vocals 

are also recorded. The tracks are compiled 

and the final product is mixed 

It is put on a two-track digital audio tape 

or Alesis' masterlink, which is a hard disk, 

that can be modified or burned on to disc. 

This process usually takes a few hours, 

Erickson said. One band that has recorded at 

the studio, JRZ, featuring former members of 

the '80s band Ratt, cut four songs in seven 

hours. 

Anyone that chooses to record at 

Rainbow is allowed to keep their masters, or 

original recording, and retain ownership of 

their material, something that is not common 

when recording. ' 

A record deal is not Sig~d and therefore 

the musicians do not lose money due to bad 

contracts , he said. 

Most notably, 311's "Omaha Sessions" 

was recorded at Rainbow, as well as the band's 

other album "Unity." 

EMILY NEUMANNITHE REGISTER 

UP AND DOWN: Erickson adjusts the levels on the sbund board. Erickson 

has owned the studio since. 1976 and the prices for recording remain the 
same, $65 per hour. A majority of local artists have recorded in this studio, 
including former local band 311 and national act Boyz 2 Men, Even Erickson's 
own band, Paddy-O-Furniture, has used the ~tudio 's facilities. 

"It cost them [311] between two and three 

thousand dollars to get a product that ten years 

later they got 200 thousand out of," he said. 

The studio is booked about half of the 

time, and engineers are willing to work around 

schedules. 

"Most people would say we have the best 

vocal booth between Chicago and L.A. ," 

Erickson said, which brings musicians from 

other cities to Omaha. 

He said engineers compliment Rainbow's 

consistently good product. Erickson is happy 

with all of the work he has done in music. 

Erickson was playing instruments since 

he was little. His interest in music caused 

him to open Rainbow, he said. 

"Music is the common denominator 

through the whole world," Erickson said. 

have to be outgoing," Jacobs said . 

. don't really go for any age-group but 

. ones that understand us more are the 21 

. over ages." 

Lottmann said that whoever has 

. ears, The Filthy Few will be glad to I 

for them. 

Student teach 

plays in band 
By Daisy Bonham-Carter 

Being an instrumental music 

tea~~~ ! is HOf el1!-)U~~ for ¥.ichael C 
love of music; he is also in local band '''''"1' __ _ 

Butter. 

Cain, 22, said he got addicted to 

because of his seventh-grade jazz 

Cain then went to the UniversitY,:II .. _ 
Nebraska at Lincoln to major in music. 

wanted to student te~ch at Central. 

"I love teaching but I love to play 

well," he said. 

Cain was involved with the band 

Mediums three years ago. These days. "-1'...,-
has been busy playing saxophone 

singing in Planet Butter, a funk/j azz ban~ 

"The main focus, I guess, is 

rock," Cain said. "But it's got a jazzy 

funky influence to it." 

]V Allstars prove pop-punk bands are here to stay 
Planet Butter is made up of 

members, each playing authenti c j 

instruments. 

Cain said the band's name ' 

"butter" because the members were lookin! 

By Layne Gabriel 

Sean Jervey and Nick Tarlowski of the 

Lincoln band JV Allstars sat on the bed in 

Jervey's room. 

After a few minutes of sma ll talk, 

Tarlowski, guitarist and singer, picked up the 

phone and dialed Eric Mello, the band 's 

bassist and singer. Jervey, drummer, put away 

his World History homework. 

"What's up? You busy?" Tarlowski said 

over the white portable phone. 

Tarlowski decided he would translate for 

Mello and the discussion began in the room 

with walls plastered with posters of pretty 

females like Britney Spears and the worn 

orange-yellow carpet, 

He paused and listened to the phone. 

"Mello says, 'Well , we were front row at 

a Hanson concert and we all just wanted to 

rock as hard as those boys." Tarlowski said. 

"Well; Sean and me met in a bar ... Sean wrote 

a bunch of songs and me and him jammed." . 

Tarlowski met Mello through a mutual 

friend because he was trying to get his band 

shows to play. The two of them played a few 

times, and the band was formed. 

"So one time, I was over at Virginia's [my 

girlfriend 's] hou se and I was playing 

'APSAG' on her guitar, that was a song Sean 

wrote, and Mello was harmonizing to it," 

Tarlowski said. "He came and jammed with 

us one time and I think we nai led out two or 

three songs that first day." 

The guys decided that they were a band 

and then the search for a name began. 

"Basically it was like we all came up with 

names and names ... and nobody could agree," 

Jervey said. 

Of course the guys went through plenty 

of names, including ''The Short Bus Kids" and 

"Laminated Beard Hair." 

"There was a time when we were 

thinking about changing our name to 'Sorry 

About Your Couch' ," Jervey said. 

Jervey's parents were not too fond of the 

guys using his room as their practice space, 

but they learned to live with it. 

"One time they came out and they saw 

us play," Jervey said. "My parents happened 

to be in the back and they just kinda saw how, 

like, we were up there and the people were 

there to see us and ever since that night, they 

changed their mind about me being in a band." 

It seems that the Jerveys adopted 

Tarlowski and Mello, as they quickly stopped 

caring if they were over. 

"We do the mom and poppa Jervey thing. 

They' re mom and pappa Jervey, they take care 

of us and they feed us," Tarlowski said. 

Besides support from the folks, the band 

has huge support from fans - especially girls, 

Jervey said. 

"When you ' re in band with Nick and 

Eric, you have no chance of getting chicks 

after shows because girls have their hopes up 

for Nick, but then they see him with Virginia 

and they just tlock to Mello, and I'm just in 

the back sweaty and nobody wants to talk to 

me," Jervey said. 

Tarlowski 's girlfriend, Virginia, is really 

supportive of the band, he said. 

"Me and Virginia are cool at shows, I met 

her at a show. She's cool. She's really 

supportive, she's never, like, getting in the 

way. And that is so cool," Tarlowski said. 

Mello said he is sort of dating someone, 

but not very seriol\sly. 

"Mello just commented that he really 

enjoys the fact that the girl he's kinda seeing 

isn't into the scene. He's like me, I don ' t think 

I'd want a girl in the scene. I go to school 

and see lots of trendy hot sorority girls, that's 

what I want. She can, like, never come to 

shows and never 

even know I'm in 

a band," Jervey 

said. 

Girls never 

seem to make it far 

from the guys' 

minds though, 

si nce most of their 

songs are about 

women. 

The JV 

Allstars also play 

songs that have 

been co-written by 

female friends. 

"It's like, 

for a jazzy and greasy sound. 

Planet Butter has two guitarists, Man 

Richardson and Brian Morrow, who also 

sings. Kirstin Frosheiser sings and Scort 

''Zip'' Zimmerman sings, as well as plays 

percussion. Todd French plays the 

trombone and Jim Dodson plays tluglehorn 

and trumpet. 

" [Frosheiser] is our elegant lady whO 

is followed by a bunch of guys," Cain sai~ 

"but I'm still the youngest [in the band]." 

All members except Cain.are in their 

late twenties to early thirties . 

Cain said Morrow writes and arranges 

all music parts, but friends of the band write 

some of the lyrics. 

When Planet Butter performs in 

Omaha, it usually accompanies The Ge~ come on, we're 19-

year-old, 20-year

old boys, what else 

are we going to 

sing about?" 

Jervey said. 

PAULA SALHANYITHE REGISTER 

I'M AN ALLSTAR BABY: Nick Tarlowski, Eric Mello 

Musico or The Nines. 

"[planet Butter] first started out as I 

band for college kids," Cain said, "but 

because I'm student teaching, a lot 01 

Central kids and their parents want to 

and Sean Jervey are members of the Lincoln pop-punk 
band the JV Allstars. The band has one album, 'Joyo' 

As for cover songs, the band plays a few 

and would like to cover some songs that are a 

little less punk. 

"I' ve always wanted to cover Billy Joel's 

'For the Longest Time . ' That song is 

amazingly tough, We try to sing as best as 

we can, but we are no Billy Joels," Tarlowski 

said. 

Being punk rock sometimes labels bands 

as automatic sell-outs, but the JV Allstars 

disagree. 

"If you !lre in a band and you have mild 

success, and record companies say 'Well, you 

know, you should change from this style to 

more this style because this is 'what's on the 

radio right now, ' and you change that and 

become popular, then you're selling out," 

Tarlowski said. 

The roots of punk were not created with 

the thought of musicians selling out, but with . support us too, which is great. .. It 'S! 

the though of art school kids playing different . younger crowd [now] with parents as well 

music and still expressing a feeling. as the college kids." 

"It came from the pasty white [art school] Planet Butter recorded its first albUJll, 

kids that were just like, 'Okay, here's how we . "More Crash Less Burn," in Dec. 2000· 

feel about things. If it's obnoxious and terrible ' "Actually, we started [to plan] the 

or horribly crass, it's like that's the way it's album last summer because we wanted to 

supposed to be' ," Tarlowski said. "It was a know what songs were going on it and whO 

very avant garde way of th inking about was going to sing the solos," Cain said. "II 

things." was very fun. All we did was hang out and 

The JV Allstars would never think about play, all day and every day." 

changing its style, though. The band is going on tour throughOUI 

Tarlowski said he thought bridging the the Midwest, but eventually, Cain saId, 

gap is important for the band to do, which is Planet Butter would like to hit every mUSIC 

why the band plays at shows w ~ th bands that scene in the nation. Following the local is 

are not punk. important to Planet Butter's success. 

"You play what you like. If you don't Cain said that he would like to go bacl 

like that music, why would you put your name to school later on, to get his jaZZ' 

to it?" Jervey said. performance degree and move to the East 

Coast. 
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liTHE EDGE the 22,2001 

Celebrate· the Greatness 

1859 - The Territorial Capital used 
to sit on the hili where Central Is 
now. The land was donated In 1869 
by the state. 

1 873 - ' Omaha High School is 
completed. Within a few years 
the first class Is let Into the new 
building. The graduates from 
the class of1878 were Fannie G. 
Heron, Marcia .:I.Mannlng, Sarah 
Jacobs, William L. McCague. 

r-----------------------------------------------------~ 

1876 - One of the original gradu
ating classes of Omaha High School 
had only four members. 

, , 

1 886 - The first Issue ofthe Reg
Ister, the oldest high school 
newspaper west of the Missis-

. sippi, Is published. 

.Below is the ,lead editorial 
from the November issue 'of the 

Register, published in 1900. The 
topic .was the placement of the 
cornerstone. (m-itten as originaUy 

published.) 

The laying of a comer stone seems to us of the present age very formal and is 

considered by some unnecessary. . . . 
But to us, who saw the laying of the comer stone of our New' High Sch~l, . It 

seemed. as if the dead past had opened her sepulchre and had poured forth her giants 

with their customs and manners. , 
It was a sight that made us feel as if the past was as yesterday and the present a 

dream. 
The march of the cadets, the music of the band, the impressive exercises of the 

masons laying the stone, all seemed to tell the march of the tribes and their labors in 

building the Holy City. \ . 
The eloquent oration by Rev. Trefz in which he encouraged the multltude to 

continue the battle against ignorance, the mother of woe, seemed very like the words 

of the leader of the mighty hosts, when he bade his people be of good cheer for the 

world was yet full ~f joy. . 
May the pupils who will fill the halls of this great building, when it is finished, 

feel that the love and adoration of the past members of this old High School is breathing 

in their ears the words, "Be of good cheer. We conquered, so can you. 

Hundreds attend centennialev 
By Matt Wynn 

Over 1,000 Central alumni 

attended the centennial anniversary of 

the cornerstone of Central High 

School in . the auditorium and 

courtyard on Apr. 29. 

Bev Fellman, organizer of the 

event and chairman of the Alumni 

Association, said she thought the 

event was a huge success. 

"It was a program with a lot of 

inspiration and dignity, both of which 

personify this buildIng," she said. 

"Many many people put many many 

hours into this .. . we' are grateful and 

pleased with the results." 

The Central Marching Band 

kicked off the program at 1 :40 pm on 

the Dodge St. portico. 

The band played several songs, 

~nding wi,th the . s.c?oo,l s?n,g, "Go 
Central Go.!'·', : . '\. .. ~ '. . 

It then 'led the crowd into the 

auditorium for a presentation. 

The presentation began with a 

showing of a documentary video; 

closely followed by a welcome 

speech from Principal dary 

Thompson. 
"We are very proud today," 

Thompson said. "We have several 

things to be proud of. We are without 

question the most diverse school in 

. the state ... we are also the largest in 

the state. Next year we approach 2500 

students."· 

Thompson commented on the 

rich history of the school and the 

upco~ng renovations planned for the 

next few years . 
Fellman gave a speech about 

alumni involvement. She said Central 

is privileged to have such a long 

history, and students of all generations 

should be proud. 
. She said Centra! has always been 

one of the best sch ~ ols, and .pat its 

alumni prove that. 
. "Someone once said to me that 

being a doctor or lawyer is only an 

entry level position [for being at 

Central]," Fellman said. 
After the speeches, Pegi 

Georgeson and the stage crew 

produced a special Road Show in 

Retrospect, ' a collection of the best 

acts in Central's road show over the 

past 25 years . Seven acts were 

performed, including three solos by 

current Central students Sarah Welch, 

Mitcl) Raftery and Noah Moe. 

An act by Peter Buffett and Lars 

Erickson was a special treat, Fellman 

said. 
''That act WaS special," she said. 

"Peter Buffett composed the music 

for Dances.with Wolves." 

The duo recreated their road 

show act from 1976, playing a piano 

duet called "High School Inventions," 

Fellman said. 

Buffett and Erickson composed 

the song during their sC1niqr year at 
,I, " '!~. 

Central. . • .• " 
The road show in retrospect 

ended with a performance by the CHS 

singers, who sang, "Salvation" a song 
I 

that has been taught at 

years, Lyn Bouma. 

director said.The CHS . 

joined on stage by 

years. 

In the end, almost 

and alumni took the 

speCial rendition. After 

audience filtered into the 

for refreshments and 

"All in all. thc day 

success," Fellman said. 

She said she thought' 

were happy, and she 

with the results. 

Turn to 
on page 30 for 
the centennial 

Alumni hold fond memories of old sch 
By Joe Meyer 

When Sam Cooper started 

attending Central High School, he had 

recently emigrated from Poland and 

did not speak a single word of 

English. 

The school did not have an 

English as a Second Language 

program, so Cooper had to learn the 

language on his own. 

"You just picked it [English] up 

by coming to school," Cooper, who 

graduated in 1941, said. 

To this day, he can still point to. 

the place where his Public Speaking 

course was held. He said he took the 

class to help him learn the language 

quickly. 
"If you could speak English, it 

was a big asset," he said. 

Stories like Cooper's were 

plentiful when hundreds of former 

students came to the scpool to 

celebrate the centennial of the current 

school building on April 29. 

"There's only one time to 

celebrate 100 years," John Sundberg, 

who came from his home in 

California to experience the event 

said. "It was just important to come 

came to school with their shoes shined 

different colors . 

They were sent home and were 

not allowed back until they fixed their 

shoes. 

He also said that male students 

wore shirts and ties to school 

everyday and the young women were 

not allowed to wear slacks. 

Another 

aspect of the 

increased 

discipline was 

the role of the 

Student Cadet 

Regiment 

the Army, where he served for three 

and a half years in the South Pacific 

administrating military hospitals 

during World War n. 
Central alumni also said the 

changes that have been made to the 

sch90l are very impressive. 

The courtyard was one of the 

most noticeable changes that the 

former students 

noticed. 

removed or modifi ed 

concerns. 

"It would be nice 

the way we went here.' 

good," Sarita said. 

Floyd said that 

features of the school 

changed, the strong 

reputation has always 

same. 
Also, the former She said th e 

students were quick to especially strong in 

tell about the example, when she 

segr«gafed stairways University of Nebraska, 

with bathrooms on the required to take an 

landings. placement exam because 

"The only time we Central graduate. 

were allowed to go "I've always felt I . 

down the boys stairway educated of my fri ends 

was during a fire drill," anywhere else," Floyd 

1937 graduate a wonderful school." 

Charlotte Floyd said. Sundburg said he 

"So, we all went down that the current buildin! 

the boys' stairs and the around today. 

boys went down the - He said he thought 

girls' stairs." 

Sundberg, 

who was also 

president of 

the student 

association 

and in the 

orchestra. said 

the Cadet 

Association 

had six 

companies 
each of which· 

contained 50 

students. 

SUNDBERG Allison Latenser, 

who graduated in 1973. 

said she liked some of 

the older features of the school. 

because of the shift in 

population toward the class of 1927 

1 897 - The Board fo Educa- and celebrate." 

"That [the cadets] was the heart 

and soul of the male population of our 
school," he said. 

She said she missed the wooden 

lockers, the small auditorium that is 

now the vocal music room and the 

wooden desks in the study halls . 

Floyd said the city 

district has made a good 

deciding to keep the 

tlon deemed Omaha High Sundberg. who graduated in 

School as too crowded. 1927, said the biggest difference in 

Renovation plans were be- the school is the discipline. 
Once, he said, a group of seniors 

gun for presentr-------~~~~ ~ -----------------------------
bul!dlng. 

Being in the Cadet Association, 

Sundburg said, allowed for him to 

enter the Army as a 2nd Lt. Infantry in All of these things have been 

1900 - On Nov. 20'the cor
nerstone for the new Central High 
School was placed on the second 
story of the North side of the 
school. 

for so long. 
"I heard they almost 

going to keep Central and 

me sick," she said. 

1907 -
Minerva, 
tlvely by 
was one 
thatd 
early years 



Right: A Central High 
diploma from 1892. 

Below: A study hall itl 1907 is 
now the computer lab in room 215. 

2001 -
Several plans forthe future ofCHS are currently being looked 
over. Most Involve an addition to the new gym and all Include 
an air-conditioning system. 

1977 to 1982 - Central underwent major 
renovations to achieve Its current look. Be
tween 1947 and the present, Central has un
dergone two major changes. One of which, the 
addition of the New Gym, was completed 
In1977. The other major milestone ofthe CHS 
building was the covering of the courtyard, 
which was completed In 1982. 

Left: Senior Walter Epplen 

1 st Lieutenant. Company C 
1904. Military. on the high school 
level. was a big part of many stu
dents lives. 

1 947 - The old 
building had 
been torn 
down, and 
Dodge Street 
had been low
ered to make a 
lower grade 
to the school. 

The school 
retained this 

outer ap

pearance for over 25 years. 

1 926 - The first cheerleadlng 
team Is formed, consisting of 
only four men. Several other 
after-school activities were 
organized at the school as 
well, such as ROTC, a band, a 
basketball team and football 
team. 

1909 - This picture of Central 
shows the building during th-e 
middle stages of Its renovation. 
The old building had not yet been 
torn down, yet most of the new 
building had been constructed. 
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--TROPHY CASE --

By Matt Wynn 

A very special part of the cen

tennial celebration was the unveil

ing of a case that showcases inter

esting artifacts from Central's hi s

tory. 

Central's glory on display 
Bev Fellman, chairperson of the 

Alumni Association, said the case 

was specially designed to reflect 

Central's image. 

The contents of the case vary 

widely, from microscopes to beanie 

caps. 

But all of them share one special 

bond. 

"Everything in the case exhibits 

something very interesting about the 

history of this school," Fellman said. 

Photos adorn the back of the 

case, showing such scenes as Cen

tral during various stages of its reno

vations, or the halls of Central back 

when they were filled with statues . 

The floor of the case is covered 

with trophies, fliers and other inter

esting pieces of Central' s hi story. 

"The case is something we are 

all very excited'about," Fellman said. 

"We hope the students will agree." 

A microscope from 

early years of the CHS ~"" , 11"' ''' 1 

department is also included in 

the case. 

Two banners are in the case. One 
is from the old Omaha High School 
which is estimated to have b,"n made 
almost 100 years ago. The newer pen

nant is believed to be from a'~the 
late 1920s. 

"The Woodchopper's Ball" by 

Woody Berman was adopted as the 
school's main song during the 1940s 
and '50s. A 78 rpm record of the song 

is posted to the wall of the case, 

AlL PHOTOS NEUMANN! THE REGISTER 

Then & Now 
Undoubtedly, several things at Central have changed over the years. Teachers, stu

dents, activities, and even the building itself has changed significantly over the years. Here 

is a look at just a few of the changes that have taken place. 

The Register Girls' Basketball 
2001 1918 2001 1920 

Central Faculty 

Terrie Saunders Pegi Georgeson Dr. Gary Thompson Vicki Anderson 

1977 

.f:.' 

2001 

PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF THE CENTRAL HIGH O-BOOK AND REGISTER 

A cheerleading outfit from 1949 , 
complete with porn poms and skirt, is 

also included in the contents of the 

case. The outfit is flanked by a Wool 

basebaJI uniform from 1919. 

A cheerleader gave this "beanie" cap to class
mate Eddie Treller. Treller graduated in '63 and wore 

the cap to every CHS football game until his death 
in 1999. ' 

Florence Degraff, 190-1 

Florence True, 1904 

Helen Woodward, 19(). 

Olive Carpenter, 1900 

Marion Hughes, 19()(l 

Joseph Masters, 

principal 1933 

A.H. Waterhouse, 

principal 1900 


