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Nebraska
Legislature
debates
spending bill

By Ally Freeman

It Nebraska Legislative Bill
[.13513 is passed, it could solve the
(omaha Public Schools’ (OPS) current
roblems with finance spending,
tiving limits and Board of Education
uthority.

Dr. Dennis Pool, assistant
superintendent of OPS, said the bill
would not only affect the Omaha
chool district, but all Nebraska
ublic schools.

The current problems are that
finunce spending and taxing limits are

it of balance, and Boards of
ducation do not have adequate
wihority to provide quality
cducation,

Pool said it was these problems,
in addition to unmet needs within the
listrict, that prompted the proposed
cvislation.

Unmet needs include all-day
ndergarten, new reading and
-lling textbooks, pre-kindergarten
vgrams, competitive staff salaries,

:nriched summer: schoot offerings
ind  equitable  after-school
pportunities for all students.

He said it would also allow for
sreater flexibility with spending and
cvy limitation,

"It [LB513] is a technical clean-
ip for the Board of Education,” Pool
ud

The bill states, “For purposes of
ihis subsection, commenced means
iy action taken by the school board

n the record which commits the
ard to expend district funds in
plunning, constructing, or carrying
it the project.”

Senior Analisa Jacob said she
acrees with most of the needs the
moposed legislation will meet,
especially involving teachers.

Pam Roth, a controller and
wvstems specialist for OPS, said she
has been involved with discussions to
muke recommendations for changes
(0 put in the bill.

She said the current expenditure
limitations restrict what the district
an do.

The key is making the two limits
vork together, Roth said.

OPS has outlined four key
bstacles to meeting the needs. They
include insufficient state recognition
I the costs of educating all students
iequately, an over-restrictive
xpenditure limit, levy limits
Inconsistent with expenditure limit
ind technical legislative restrictions.

Roth said if the bill passed, the
whole district would benefit.

“It will affect everyone in the
listrict, whether staff or students,”” she
and.

Parent groups have also been
neeting with district officials to help
hiem better understand the legislation,
{oth said.

EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER

DOWN FOR THE COUNT : John Whitmyre (12) struggles for victory at the
Metro Conference wrestling tournament held at Millard South Jan. 12 and 13 .
After a difficult struggle, Whitmyre defeated his opponent, Millard West wrestler
Justin Verby. "He pins him with that move every time,” coach Jimmie Foster said.
For more on Central wrestlers, turn to Profile, page 8.
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Clty releases
race-relations
study results

Racial inequality
found in several
organizations,

committee says.

By Matt Wynn

The Human Relations
department held its briefing of a
packet released by the Omaha
Commission on Community and
Race Relations on Friday, Jan. 24 in
the Legislative Chambers at the City
County building.

Over 175 signatures of people
who “commit to a policy of zero
tolerance towards racism,
discrimination, or any demeaning
actions or behaviors,” were collected
after the briefing, Kellie Paris Asaka,
director of the Human Relations
Department said.

Mayor Hal Daub said he was
happy with the turnout at the meeting.

“l am pleased to say that we have

nearly two hundred local business and
community leaders here to pledge just
that,”

Turn to RACE, page 2

Daub said, “To pledge that they

Central’s views on

RACE

Is racism a problem at
Central?

t2
Ln

I:

240
200
160
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80
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0

90

Yes No

Have you ever experienced
racism at Central?

240
200
160 =
120 117
30
40
0

208

Yes No
325 students polled
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Central alumnus appointed as new police liaison

By Michael Gerhardt

It may have been 20 years, but
for Omaha Police Officer Jerry Paul,
not much at Central has changed.

His homeroom teacher, Rita
Ryan, and two of his former coaches,
Coach Standifer and Coach
McMenamin, are still here.

The kids, he said, are still the
same.

Paul, an officer for 17 years, is
the newly appointed police liaison at
Central.

Before being appointed to
Central, Paul worked nine years on
the streets, policing every part of
Omaha from 4 p.m. to midnight.

Paul said he worked with
teenagers throughout his time on the
beat and always made an attempt to
give teenagers the benefit of the
doubt.

“I didn’t come in here to be a
Gestapo and arrest and harass
people,” Paul said.

He began his application process
last year. After turning in an

application and attending multiple
interviews with lieutenants, sergeants
and principals, Paul was

some of the teachers, Central was the
place for him.

“He has a good feeling

appointed to Central.

“I told them from the
outset I wanted Central,”
Paul said.

Principal Gary
Thompson said Central is
an excellent place for Paul
because of his previous
experience at Central.

He said that since Paul had
recognition as a star athlete and knew

Paul

passing on real world examples.

of what Central is about,”
Thompson said.

Paul said he believes
his experience with
domestic violence, drugs
and death as an officer on
the streets will help him to
educate students beyond
academics and assist him in

“Through my experience, I can

give the stark reality of life...the good
and the bad ends,” Paul said.

Paul’s placement at Central has
many benefits, Thompson said. He
could easily act as a deterrent for
students who might do illegal things.

Security guard Frank Zavorka
said Paul could act as additional
support to the security staff, also.

“He’ll back us up, we'll back him
up. He’s not here to arrest anyone,”
Zavorka said.

Zavorka said he has known Paul

Turn to POLICE, page 3

Metro College places extra emphasis on vocational education

By Matt Wynn

Omaha Public Schools (OPS) are
different than other area school
districts in that they have the Career
Center, but Metro Community
College can offer certain things that
OPS cannot, Dr. Carl Fielder, projects
coordinator for Career Education at
Metro, said.

He said because the Career
Center can attract students interested

in vocational education, Metro works
very closely with the Career Center
to attract those students to the college.

Next year, the college and OPS
are planning to implement a new
program, Fielder said.

“What we’re doing, we're taking
high school juniors and seniors and
taking them here in the afternoon.
They'll be getting theory in the
classroom and practical experience at
the same time,” Fielder said.

Fielder said Metro offers better
equipment than the Career Center for
some classes.

“Industry has donated some of
this equipment,” Fielder said. “You
may see something worth $34,000 in
one of our classrooms.” _

Rachel Wise, coordinator of
Career and Technical Education for
OPS, said she does not think of Metro
as a competitor of the Career Center.

*Omaha Public Schools has a

very good working relationship with
Metro.” she said.

Wise gave the Heating,
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning
(HVAC) class as an example of how
the partnership works.

She said there are not too many
students in OPS who want to take the
class, so it is not offered at the Career
Center. However, if a student does
wish to take the class, teachers will
recommend taking the course at

[ndustrial Hemp Legallzauon- Page 9

Gun Control- Pages 4-5

Davis commits- Page 8

Metro.

However, she said she does not
believe a student should
automatically turn to Metro for
vocational education.

“If a student wants to be an
architect, what better way to learn
about it than to take Computer Aided
Drafting in high school?” Wise said.

She said she does not think it is
ever in a student’s best interest to drop

Turn to METRO, page 2

Man or Astro Man- Page 13
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Fahey announces mayoral candidacy against Hal Daub

By Matt Wynn

Mayoral candidate Mike Fahey
held his campaign kickoff speech at
the Firefighter’s Union Hall on
Thursday, Jan. 5.

In his speech he outlined his
views on several topics, including

neighborhoods, crime, taxes,
education and his own qualifications
for mayor.

He said he would fight to make
every neighborhood his first priority,
with a real focus on safer streets,
community policing, smarter schools
and neighborhood services like trash
and snow removal.

“I believe in community
policing,” Fahey said. 1 want to
provide the police and firefighters
with the support they need to assure
our safety.”

He said that he has a real plan to
add police inevery neighborhood and
he will take a stand against illegal
drug use.

“l want the public to have
complete confidence in their law
enforcement and public safety
officials,” Fahey said. “There’s room
for improvement in this area.”

Fahey spent a few minutes
discussing the subject of education.
He said his business sense would help
him when making decisions about
public schools.

“Education of our children is not
the direct responsibility of our mayor,

but I believe we must all lend our
voices in support of this critical task
and look for ways to help.”

Fahey said he thinks he has more
than enough experience to make an
effective mayor.

He said he built his title insurance
company business from the ground up
with just $6,000.

The company. ALT, eventually
became one of the nation’s largest title
Insurance companies.

He said his business sense would
definitely transfer over to politics. He
said he has created good jobs, met a
payroll, streamlined budgets and built
consensus among many people while
solving tough problems.

“The City of Omaha needs a
mayor who shows strong leadership
by listening more than he speaks,”
Fahey said. “That is why God gave
us two ears and just one mouth.”

He said that people should know
how candidates stand on the issues
before they vote and he would
certainly let them know.

“Reaching out to people.
Listening—not shouting. Reducing
the rhetoric. Building consensus
wherever possible. Saying, ‘No’ when
you think it is the right thing to do.
These are some of my priorities,”
Fahey said.

Several prominent members of
the democratic community were
present for the event. Shelley Kiel,
who lost her congressional bid to Lee

Terry in the 2000 election, said she
thinks Fahey will be a good mayor
for many reasons. She said she thinks
he is a very dynamic and exciting
person; both qualities that will help a
lot of people become more involved.

“In my congressional campaign,
I talked to a lot of people who felt
very shut out,” Kiel said. “I think he
brings them in.”

Marc Kraft, a member of the
Omaha City Council, said that he also
supports Fahey.

“Duplicity is not his style,” Kraft
said. “He doesn’t talk out of both sides
of his mouth.”

The Student Democrats also
attended the affair.

Sophomore Devon O'Connell,
vice-president of the Student
Democrats, said he supports Fahey
for several reasons.

“Hal Daub simply needs to go.
I've been a long-time democrat and
Brian Fahey [Michael Fahey's
nephew] is one of my good friends,”
O’Connell said. “I think Fahey would
make a great mayor.”

Brian Fahey, sophomore and
president of the Student Democrats,
said he also thinks the party went
smoothly.

“I thought he got a great
response,” Brian Fahey said. “I think
we had more than 600 people who
showed up ready to support their
candidate. It’s obvious the people are

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE FAHEY FOR MAYOR

ABOVE: Democratic mayoral candidate
Michael Fahey. Fahey announced his candidacy
for mayor Jan. 25 at the Firefighter’s Union Hall.
In his speech he outlined his views on educa-
tion, drugs, leadership and city maintenance.

ready for a change.”

Metro boas
high-tech
machinery
director say

From METRO, page 1

out of high school in order 1o,
a skill at Metro, or anywhere f;, &
matter.

“All of our students need 4 g,
foundation in the basics: Lap,
Arts, Science, Mathcm:um:_
other academic classes,” Wise ,

Fielder said he agreed.

“In today’s world, educatyy
everything. [ encourage studeny
least get their high school dipjg,
Fielder said.

Fielder said that after studey,
a diploma, they should defiy;.
consider a career as a skilled |ahy 5

He said that some studey,
Metro take classes for three gy
week, and intern for the other
days.

“There are some student iy
working  with  constryg,
management that are starting a §')
an hour,” Fielder said.

He said Metro can offer
internships because they work clg
with various irdustries coming ;
the Omabha are:..

He said these relationships:
help the college keep up to datey;
the many changes in the diffig
fields.

“Every one of our programs g

FIRST TO SIGN: Mayor

Hal Daub was the first to sign

the pledge at the meeting of

the Omaha Commission on
Community and Race Rela-
tions. The meeting was held
on Jan. 25 at the City County
Building Downtown. “The
battle against racism is a
community effort and we all
need to play a part to make a
real difference,” Daub said
during the meeting. He said
he was pleased that nearly
200 local business and com-
munity leaders showed up to
sign the pledge.

From RACE, page 1

stand against racism and
discrimination. That they will
abide by a commitment to zero
tolerance for the same. That
personally, and on behalf of their
businesses and organizations they

went on to outline the findings and
solutions the different committees
found.

about the findings of the Education
Committee.

Betty Jo Hawkins led the briefing

She said that based on

will strive to implement that
concept in real terms in their
workplaces.”

Asaka said the Committee
started in Oct. 1997 after the
shooting of African-American
Marvin Ammons by a Caucasian
police officer.

“The creation of the
Committee was an attempt to
confront racial tensions that
erupted due to the Ammons
shooting as well as racial discord
stemming from police and
community relations, and other
issues affecting minorities in
Omaha,” Asaka said.

Asaka led the meeting. She
introduced committee leaders who

educational research, anecdotal
evidence, observations of current
educators and community expertise,
the found that
observations and concerns fell into six
broad areas: preservice and inservice
teacher preparation, programs,
curriculum, teacher placement and
personnel concerns, community
concerns and student leadership

committee

development.
The Commission found that
racism exists in the current

educational system and suggested
steps that could be taken to curb this
trend, Hawkins said. Among the
Commission’s solutions were to
expect educational teaching tools to
reflect and respect diversity, recruit

MATT WYNN/THE REGISTER

175 signatures gathered at anti-racism meeting

and maintain minority teachers
and
involvement and participation.

encourage  parental

The Commission also

decided that a public relations
approach should be implemented
to combat the negative perceptions

of education and achievement held
by underrepresented students;
promoting such ideas as “Being
Smart is Smart.”

African-American

Junior Tammy Sherrod, an
History

student, said she thinks the
solutions in the Commission’s
report will not be implemented.

“It [the report] was made in

1999. Something should have
been done about it then,” she said.

She said now that the

Commission has reintroduced the
report, they should start taking
steps to implement some of the
solutions in the report.

“They need to get off their

butts and do something,” she said.

FBLA selected to
organize grant

By Joe Meyer

In order to increase volunteerism
among students, Enron Natural Gas

Company, Central’s Adopt a School °
Partner, gaye the school $2500 o~

distribute to various charitable
organizations, DeLayne Havlovic
said.

Havlovic, technology teacher,
said Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) was chosen to
organize the project, called
Community 101. He said the school
group is organized of about 20 to 30
students that are interested in business
careers.

Havlovic said the group learned
of the grant money in the beginning
of'the school year, but they have been
working hard to try to distribute the
money.

The students started the task by
writing a mission statement and
sending it to 20 charitable
organizations. Havlovic said these
organizations were chosen because
they were United Way-sponsored
organizations in Douglas County.

After the group sent the mission
statement out, organizations then sent
in requests for the money. Nine of the
organizations contacted, including the
Boy Scouts of America and the
Salvation Army, have applied for part
of the money. Some of the groups
only asked for small sums of money,
like $50, Havlovic said.

The advisor said the group is now
in the middle of reviewing the
applications.

Julie McCoy, assistant for the
project at Enron, said the only
requirement the company has is that
the group needs to donate the money

Pregnant Too Soon?

No matter vour situation, if vou're
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy,
vou have choices to make.

The NEBRaska CHILDREN'S HOME SoCIETY
can help you make the best decisions for
you and your baby — without obligations.
To speak with us confidentially,

please contact us.

(402) 451.0787 » www.nchs.org
3549 Fontenelle Blvd « Omaha, NE 68104

A private, statewide, non-profil child placing agency.

Pregnancy Hotline:
(800) 390.6754

¥ 25 K¢
children’s home
T 2 C 1 ETTCY

Am 1 Gay?

(you’re not alone)

402.291.6781

www.pflag-Omaha.org
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to at least two different organizations,
with a maximum of $1250 to each
one.

Havlovic said the group is trying
to go beyond that requirement. When
group is looking to spread the money
around to many organizations, he
said.

“We’re trying to help as many as
we can,” he said.

After the group decides who will
receive the money, it will hold a
banquet to present the money.

McCoy said the project is not
completely new to Enron. The
corporate offices in Houston
established the program before in
local schools, but this is the first year
it was implemented in Omaha.
McCoy said the program will be
continued in Omaha, as well.

Also, McCoy said the company
gave a similar grant to Creighton
Prep. She said Prep’s National Honors
Society was selected to organize that
grant.

“We do plan to run the program
again in 2001,” she said.

McCoy said Enron has included
the project in next year’s budget, but
she still is not sure which schools will
receive the money next year.

Havlovic said the grant is a
learning experience for the students.

“They [Enron] are doing that
[donating money] and getting
students involved,” Havlovic said.

Members of the group also think
the program was a success.

Aravia Phillips, secretary for
FBLA, said the project allowed the
group to become more involved in the
community, while having fun giving
money away.

MON-SAT 11
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an advisory council made uf
people from the industry,” Fi!
said.

He said Metro has an advan:
over the Career Center because Mz
can boast smalier classes, and
the teachers have at least g
experience working in the ficld
they teach.

One of Metro’s teachers 1s I:
Eledge, who teaches Prec:
Machining.

He said he has has over 27 v

,of , experience working

2 Reragtobr e . . machinery and in the industry.
considering the applications, the' """ .5 04 e i

“What we do is start people
at the basics. We start out with
basics and work up,” Eledge sail

He estimated that the mil
machines, engine lathes, suri#

grinders, saws and other machine i

his classroom alone were worth
$500,000.

He said other classes like roof:
plumbing and floor covering. wok
have classrooms worth much mo

Eledge said his classes usu:
have five to twelve students.

Harold Helm, a junior
Bellevue East, is taking a courn
Metro much like the one OPS
Metro plan to put into effect early %
year.

“I like it,” he said. “Insteal
taking seven classes a day, we i
five. Then we come here and s
learning about this stuff [machine
It’s great fun.”

He said he does not plan !
into a career that would be ba
solely on basic machinery, like!
learns in Eledge’s class. But he
he does want to go into some sof$
skilled labor and he said thinks w8
he learns in Precision Machining
be useful to him no matter what ca®
he chooses. '

Central students said they ll‘dl
the program will be a good idea. |

“I think it’s a good idea. A l0'f
students get out early anyway, 50
might as well be doing somethir
Chris Boro (9) said. '

Recording Studios

Music Center
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ACLU to file lawsuit against amendment 416

By Joe Meyer

Because Initiative 416 passed, the Ne-
braska branch of the American Civil Liberty
Union (ACLU) has decided to pursue litiga-
rion against the state of Nebraska claiming
that the law violates homosexuals’ civil rights,
a representative of the group said.

Tim Butz, executive director of ACLU
Nebraska, said the board of directors of the
group voted unanimously to continue with
federal litigation against the state, claiming
the initiative violates constitutional rights of
homosexuals in the state.

Butz said the organization has contacted
lawyers from the National Lesbian and Gay
Rights Project of the ACLU and they will
come 1o Nebraska to identify and screen po-
rential plaintiffs for the case.

Michael Adams, associate director of the
\CLU’s National Lesbian and Gay Rights
Project, said that the legal process has just
begun.

"We are in the process of developing our
legal strategies,” he said.

Adams said the group of lawyers work-
ing with the project has not yet decided what
they will do. The first step is to file a com-

plaint that lays out their legal theory.

The complaint will actually be filed in
April, at the earliest, Butz said.

Adams said they could choose whether
to file the case in federal or state court. No
matter what court the issue ends up in, Adams
feels confident in the result.

Adams said he believes the courts will
declare the new law unconstitutional and that
it will be revoked.

“The focus is not on money, but on
changing that [the initiative],” he said.

Whatever the outcome is, it will not be
for a while and the group does not have a
deadline for action, Butz said.

“We are not going to be rushed into court
by an artificial deadline,” he said.

The Nebraska attorney general’s office
said it has not been formally notified because
no definite legal action has been taken by the
ACLU.

“[We have heard] only that they [ACLU]
have had a couple of meetings,” Steve Grasz,
chief deputy attorney general said.

Grasz said once the ACLU files their
complaint, the Nebraska attorney general’s
office will be officially contacted.

Then, they will be given a period of time

to respond to the civil rights group’s claims
before the matter actually goes to court.

After that, there will be a discovery pe-
riod when the sides will be able to record depo-
sitions and plan legal strategies.

Grasz said the state does not expect any
action from the ACLU in the near future. He
also said the length of the trial cannot be pre-
dicted because of motions, extensions and
briefing periods.

No matter how long it takes, he said he
believes the new amendment will be upheld
by the courts.

Sophomore David Hatfield also thinks the
court should uphold the constitutional amend-
ment. He thinks the ACLU is focusing on the
wrong area.

“I don’t think they need to file a lawsuit,”
he said. “There’s no use for it because we
need to keep morals in Nebraska.”

Junior J.J. O'Neil disagrees. She said she
thinks the ACLU’s actions are justified.

“I hope they [the ACLU] do [file litiga-
tion],” O'Neil said. “People should be able to
marry whoever they want to.”

O’Neil also said she hopes the courts re-
ject the new amendment because it is uncon-
stitutional.

Student experiences robbery first hand

By Faith Lynn

During winter break, when the rest of
Central was sledding and sleeping in, junior
Deshayla Caldwell was in robbery training

classes.

going to kill me,” she said.

Smith took the slip to the back of the
bank, saying he was going to see what he
could do about it. Caldwell went to tell an

older woman what was

On Saturday, Dec. 23 at
10:15 a.m., there was an
attempted robbery at
\merican National Bank,
where Caldwell works.

A tall, dark man walked
in with a blank checking slip
and handed it to Caldwell’s
trainee, Jason Smith, 22.
Caldwell informed him that
there was nothing they
could do with the slip, and
the man told her to turn it

Ver. Caldwell

On the back he had
written, “Give me all your money.”
Caldwell looked up at him and he said
-he had better get the money quickly and
juictly, or he would shoot her in the back, He

T/ litted up his jacket to .i;ﬁr(_’}r\_v'h'ér"lhgrﬁ'illv,_qlrh.II

handled gun he had in his belt.
"I was just so scared. I thought he was

happening.

By the time the two
came back to the front of the
bank, the man was gone.
Caldwell said she still has
the checking slip the man
gave her.

After the police came
and got descriptions of the
attempted robbery from
witnesses, the bank enrolled
Caldwell and Smith in
robbery classes.

The classes are a
requirement for every teller
at the bank, but they took place while
Caldwell was in school. She had not taken
them prior to the robbery.

The classes are not usually very large and

the bank held a special session for Caldwell

and Smith after the robbery.
The sessions, which take place in one

intensive two-hour class, teach the tellers how
to stay calm during a robbery and operate the
bank’s alarms.

The students receive a packet and watch
videos and learn that getting the “bait money™
is the most important thing to do during a
robbery. They are instructed to do whatever
the robber tells them to, but to go at the teller’s
own pace and ring the alarms without the
robber noticing.

Another facet of the classes focuses on
making accurate physical descriptions and
analyzing situations quickly. Students were
shown a scene for ten seconds and then asked
to write down everything they could
remember about it.

Tellers were also reminded to always be
prepared and alert and were given lectures by
the head of the bank’s Robbery Training
department.

Caldwell said she thought that they would
be shown a staged robbery, but the teacher said
it would scare people, so the students did not
gBl to see one.

Caldwell said that they should have had
the classes before she started to work at the
bank, but that they were very helpful.

Officer receives warm welcome at Central, Thompson says

From POLICE, page 1
for seven years, through weight lifting and
work with fire department/police department.
Paul said the primary goal of his
placement is to break down the barriers
between teenagers and the police and to
inform students.
“From what I know, it's to educate
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everyone about what I do,” Paul said

Paul reluctantly acknowledges the need
for police at Central, but said it is not the only
school with the need.

The police get calls from all the high
schools, Paul said.

While Paul said he received a warm
welcome from the students, he understands
there will be some animosity towards him.

Paul is not too concerned, though.

“I want to show students here than I'm
the same as them,” Paul said.

Thompson said any animosity towards
Paul would result from having to deal with
students’ behavior.

Thompson said the consensus he has
heard towards him has been nothing but
positive.

[INEYWS & FEATURES

Drake University

Location: Des Moines, lowa

Admission: 93 percent of applicants accept
Average test scores: 1010-1260 SAT,

22-28 ACT

Enroliment. 3,000

Housing: Dormitories, apartments,
fraternities and sororities

Academics: United Nations semester,
Washington semester, internships and
exchange programs

Tuition: $15,300

Interesting facts: Students communicate with
faculty through computer voice network,
electronic mail and file transfer services.

University of Delaware

Location: Newark, Delaware

Admission: 69 percent of applicants accepted
Average test scores: 1040-1220 SAT
Enrollment: 13,400

Housing: Dormitories, apartments, fraternities
and sororities

Academics: Combined bachelor’s/graduate work
in business administration, internships, study
abroad and dual enroliment for high school
students

Tuition: $11,690

Interesting facts: All graduates must complete
three credits involving multicultural, ethnic and/or
gender-related studies.

Georgia Institute of Technology

Location: Atlanta, Georgia

Admission: 56 percent of applicants accepted
Average test scores: 1230-1410 SAT, 28-32 ACT
Enrollment: 8,700

Housing: Dormitories, apartments, fraternities
and sororities

Academics: dual degree program and transfer
program with eight Georgia colleges

Tuition: $8,871

Interesting facts: Graduate degrees are offered
in 35 major fields.

G

A

E

- WereProudto

H

v

1

‘ first national lbank \
f of onaha '
: Investing in you. -




Guns, & .S0¢l

A glance at gun

Shooting range
provides stress
relief for some

By Paula Salhany

Shooting ranges provide stress release and a
safe environment for people who want to improve
marksmanship, Linda Ewasiuk of the Bullet Hole,
a shooting range in Omabha, said.

Guns in the right circumstances can be good
and safe, said Ewasiuk. Shooting ranges provide
a safe environment for people to practice shooting
either for their job, stress release or sport.

“Every Thursday night we have competitions
such as bowling pin shooting, where the shooters
come down to have fun and relax,” Chris Shelley
of Best Indoor Shooting Range in Kansas City,
Missouri said.

Other competitions include IVPA combat
training and marksmanship, Shelley said

Of the 200 to 250 people that come to each
shooting range weekly, many of them use guns in
the work place, such as government officials.

“About ten to 15 people a week come in just
for their own pleasure. Of that, about one in every
eight shooters are women,” Shelley said. “The
women usually carry their guns for self protection
and come in to improve their shot.”

For some people, shooting is a hobby, Shelley
said.

“Shooting is a form of stress release, just as
any other hobby is,” he said.

While shooting can be a good hobby and stress
release, psychiatrist Patrice Jenks said, there are
many other ways to overcome stress.

She said a psychiatrist would rarely prescribe
“shooting range therapy” to a patient. There are
too many people who think of guns as a way to
commit suicide.

“With guns being the top cause of successful
suicide in teens, I do not think that using a
potentially dangerous weapon is good for stress
release,” Jenks said.

“Not all people are successful in their attempt
to commit suicide and end up doing more damage
than not,” she said.

She said the best thing for stress release is
physical action, such as going to the gym and
working out.

Shooting ranges do, however, provide a good
community service, Ewasiuk said.

“The range gives people who are interested
in shooting a safe place to shoot and improve their
marksmanship,” she said.

While ranges are relatively safe, Shelley said,
there are some injuries associated with shooting.
These include damage to the ears, eyes and lungs.

“We have strict rules about wearing protective
glasses and ear plugs here,” he said.

All of the ranges are required by the EPA
(Environmental Protection Agency) to have
ventilation systems that extract the lead that is put
into the air every time a gun is fired.

If you follow the rules, there is virtually no
risk when you are shooting at a range,” Shelley
said.

” HEART DISEASE

720,862

DIABETES

fatalities

The graph (left)
compares the
number of deaths
by gun violence to
some of the other
ways that people

died in 1995.

Total deaths in 1995 - 2,169,518

Total number of deaths analyzed in graph-848,465
Info taken from National Center

for Health Statistics, 1995

Video games market guns to kids, expert says

By Danielle Rollins

Gun companies are beginning to
aim at grade school and teen-age
children as a target market for gun
sales, Violence Policy Center (VPC)
executive director Josh Sugarman
said.

Many gun companies currently
target their products mainly to
middle-aged white males, he said.

Sugarman said that with many
gun companies losing their clients
due to old age and death, they must
find another way to make a profit
from their products.

“We are very close observers of
the gun industry,” Sugarman said.

He said that by creating video
games that promote the guns they
sell, companies such as Remington,
Colt and Guns and Ammo can
market to the *“‘future” gun
customer: today’s grade-schoolers
and teenagers.

Central High School Marketing
teacher Alice Bunz said that, as far
goes, the
manufacturing companies are simply
doing their job.

“From a marketing point [of
view] they're doing what most
businesses want to do.” Bunz said.
“They’re developing customer
loyalty at a younger age.”

Bunz said, while she feels the
way that they are going about
developing this customer loyalty

as marketing

would do.

may be slightly unethical, they are 4
doing what any struggling business ¥

“It is strictly a marketing
technique,” she said. “Schools
market themselves the same way.”

Colt Manufacturing Company,
producers of the ‘"Wild West
Shootout” game, had no comment
about this.

Other producers of these games
were Remington, with “Upland
Game Hunter” and “Top Shot,” and
Guns and Ammo, with “The
Ultimate Target Challenge,”
Sugarman said.

“They are trying to use [video
games] to appeal to youth to get them
in the gun industry,” he said.

Sugarman said that the gun
industries are trying to get kids to go
from gun games to gun stores. The
gun manufactures are using video
games that appeal to the average kid.

By making the games incredibly
realistic and using the real names of
the guns used in the games, the gun
industries are setting up a prime,
enticing advertisement, he said.

“They [the video games] sell
guns masquerading as
entertainment,” He said. “The gun
industry is, plain and simple,
marketing guns to kids.”

Bunz said by using the name of
the gun, the model and the brand
name, the companies are creating a
recognition that children will
remember when they are old enough
to buy guns.

She said the gun companies
have the right to market their
products as they wish to. She said
government interference is not
always a good thing.

“I always hate to see
government controlling every part of
business,” She said. :

Sugarman said that incidents of
school shootings are expected with
these new marketing techniques.

“If we accept the youth culture,”
Sugarman said, referring to the
youth’s increasing interest in guns,
“[Then] Incidents like Jonesboro and
Columbine are inevitable, are we
willing to pay that price?”

He said that the NRA (National
Rifle Association) has repeatedly
said that increasing the younger
generation’s knowledge in guns and
gun use will eliminate the school
shooting problems.

Sugarman said that this is not
the case. The students who killed
their classmates in Jonesboro were
the *model’ NRA members.

“In the end, that just made them
better shots,” Sugarman said.

He said that the society has to
make regulations about the gun use
in America.

ALL GRAPHICS BY LUENINGHOENER/THE REGISTER

While citizens regulate alcohol
and cigarettes, they do not seem to
be concerned at all with the gun
problems.

“If it was the Budweiser
drinking game, or the Marlboro
smoking game people would be
outraged,” Sugarman said “But
since it is guns it’s okay.”

He said the gun market is not
regulated by the government and
because of this increasing problems
would arise.

“Every consumer product is
regulated by some government
organization except two, guns and
tobacco,” He said.

Sugarman said that he thinks
the government should step in. He
said that there should be certain
regulations placed on marketing
products to people who are under-
aged.

He said he feels marketing guns
to children is unethical. Bunz agreed
that the advertisements might not be
of the best morals.

“Personally I think this is on an
ethical borderline,” She said.

She said that even though she
feels this way, governmental control
is not the best answer.

Sugarman disagrees. He said
that any way to get guns out of the
hands of children is worth it.

“Do we think it’s right for

companies to market guns to

kids?"” Sugarman said, “No,

kids and guns don’t
mix."”




Amendment brings debate over rights

v Danielle Rollins

I'he second amendment poses questions about
wiher or not gun ownership is really a
nstitutional right, Desmond Riley, the
minunications director for the Coalition to stop
i Violence said

Many people believe the Second Amendment
arantees that the Federal Government cannot
"V American citizens the right to bear arms, Riley

that he feels many have misunderstood the
ent of this amendment.

The second amendment reads that, “A well-
‘ulated militia, being necessary to the security of
* state, the right to bear arms shall not be
nnged.”

Riley said that while everyone knows the part
1115 amendment that states, “the right to bear arms
Fnot be infringed,” the first half is commonly
ier misunderstood, or ignored completely.

“I'do not believe owning a gun is privilege

granted by the constitution,” Riley said.

He said the constitution allows individuals the right
to bear arms provided they belong to a militia, this, he
said, does not allow everyone the right to own a gun as
some might think.

Bill Powers, the Public Affairs Director for the
National Rifle Association, (NRA) said the constitution
refers to any, average, American citizen as being a part
of a militia.

“The founding fathers’ view of a militia was
essentially any able citizen,” Powers said.

He said he feels this amendment was added to
protect the freedom of every American and is important
to the constitution.

“The second amendment was established in the Bill
of Rights to guarantee citizens the right to bear arms,”
Powers said.

Junior, Miguel White said the rights of average
citizens should be respected, whether they are concerning
to guns or any other right granted by the constitution

“I believe that the second amendment is important
because the right of the average citizen to arm themselves

should not be infringed,” White said.

Riley said he respects what the second amendment
grants. However, he thinks most people don’t understand
what the amendment says.

“What needs to be changed is people’s knowledge
of the second amendment.”. Riley said. “It [the
amendment] is fine as it is.

Riley said he doesn’t think that any more gun laws
are even necessary, as long as people’s knowledge of
the second amendment is correct.

Powers said, while he understands why more gun
laws may be needed, there is not much more that the
federal government can do without literally outlawing °
guns,

“There are some very tough laws on the books,”
Powers said. “The problem is that most of those federal
laws are not enforced.”

Powers said the laws should be enforced, not
amended. He said that if the laws already placed on guns
were obeyed, Columbine would have never happened.

“There is nothing those kids did that was more
illegal than it already was,” he said.

“In our [the NRA] view, it does not make sense to
pass a law when some laws are not enforced,” he said.

The problem with tragedies like Columbine and
other school shootings is not the guns; the problem runs
much deeper than that, he said.

“There have been some horrible tragedies involving
deeper issues than can be solved through some legislative
fix, “Power said.” [around] 20 firearm laws were violated
through that tragedy. [Columbine]”

White said that guns do not make as much as of a
difference people think.

“If I shoot someone with a gun, he is dead,” White
said. “If I break a beer bottle on the table and kill someone
with that he is still dead. What does it matter?”

White said that while he believes that some
restrictions should be put on guns, licenses and other
such regulations are ludicrous because they are not going
to work.

“You can not just walk into Wal-Mart and pick up
an AK 47, he said, “But you shouldn’t have licensing
either, that is not going to solve anything.”

hildhood problems may cause gun violence, psychologist says

person’s life would be their childhood. If a child is
mentally, physically or sexually abused they have the
option of keeping their anger and disappointment to
themselves or letting their anger explode all at once,
LaGrone said.

“We all have certain psychological resources,
partially intelligence, partially how motivated we are,
that influences how we handle what the outside world
presents to us, which determines what kind of person
we are,” LaGrone said.

Often, a person will look for what they think is the
easiest way to heal their pain, LaGrone said.

He said that since guns are so readily available, they
are the most frequently utilized weapons.

The United States has the highest rate of childhood
homicide, suicide, and firearms-related death among all
the industrialized countries, according to the Federal

Lydia Coleman

“Violent crimes involving firecarms have increased
matically in the past few years, possibly on account
the history and nature of our nation,” psychologist
Randy LaGrone of the Nebraska Health System said.

I.aGrone said the most dramatic difference in the
“of firearm-related crimes is the fact that there has
0 an unexpected rise in the number of youths
itributing to the problem.

He said one influential factor might be an increase
hild abuse.

“When a child is exposed to a situation or an
'ronment where they experience any form of abuse,
vare likely to act out [their] aggressions in a violent
mer,” LaGrone said.

e said that the most vulnerable stage in any

Center for Gun Disease Control and Prevention.

“Gun violence is becoming the norm because,”
psychology graduate student Matt Palmatier of the
University of Nebraska at Lincoln said, “not only are
the guns extremely obtainable, they are almost promoted
by society.”

Palmatier said although general violence is at a
downfall, gun violence is becoming more obvious due
to the fact that the people using the guns are getting
younger.

*[The decline in overall violence] is in line with the
general decrease in crime that has been going on for
some time now,” Stuart Smith of the Bureau of Justice
Statistics said.

Crime rates throughout the United States are down
for the eighth straight year, according to the victimization
survey.

In the area of violence, many have concluded that

anger or misunderstanding is often the cause, Palmatier
said.

The reason for the continued use of firearms,
however, is due to the fact that guns are the latest trend.

He said that warning signs of progressive anger can
be detected, but no one can anticipate the use of deadly
firearm.

Intense anger, extreme irritability, and impulsiveness
are all warning signs of violent behavior to come,
Palmatier said.

He said that not all acts of violence come with prior
indication.

“Gun violence is getting the biggest promotion in
history, partly because of guns being so abundant in
society, but mostly because people don’t know how to
cope with their problems,” Palmatier said.
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Jeanee Weiss

Training can
reduce risk
. . .

of injuries

What can an athlete do to
maintain their skill level during the
off-season?

During the off-season, the
choices an athlete has for
maintenance of their skills and
conditioning are vast. At this time the
athlete has the opportunity to try
different forms of exercise programs
during the off-season to add variety
and reduce the chances of causing
_ over-use injuries. For instance, if you
are a track runner, during the off-
season you may choose to swim, ride
bikes, play racquetball or other
activities that will help maintain your
cardiovascular system and strength,
yet are not as hard on your knees and
legs. So, the key to off-season
workouts is to vary activities and add
“fun” activities to help motivate you.

Are athletes that don’t train
during the off-season at a greater
risk for injuries during the season?

Yes. If you do not maintain your
fitness level during the off-season you
put yourself at a greater risk of
sustaining injuries when you return
to practice/competition. Injuries such
as muscle strains, sprains and heat-
related injuries are common when an
athlete takes up a sport with little or
no conditioning prior to the start of
the season. Your muscles, tendons and
ligaments lose their elasticity over a
period of time with no activity. In
conclusion: the better your exercise
program during the off-season, the
better prepared you will be and the
easier your first weeks of competition.

How does playing different
sports help an athlete in their
primary sport?

Participation in daily practices
and games will only maintain, if not
improve, their overall fitness level. In

addition, the sports may complement

each other by reinforcing skills that
are vital in both sports. For example,
a football player may run track in the
spring to  maintain  their
cardiovascular system, and well as
improve their speed.

PRACTICE MAKES
PERFECT: Junior
Virginia Meyer prac-
tices her routine at
Hitchcock Ice Skating
Rink. Meyer said she
excels most at

PAULA SALHANY/
THE REGISTER

figure skating. é""
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Success in ice skating
takes dedication,
talent, student says

By Paula Salhany

Virginia Meyer is one step away from being in the senior
level in ice skating, coach Brenda Eby said.

To get to nationals a skater must make the top four at the
regional competition and then the top four at the Mldb

competition.

“At Mids I placed fifth and sixth in the first and second
circle figures and first in the loop figure. That placed me in

third,” Meyer said.

ut,” Meyer said.

dedication.

Meyer said it takes her about six months to get a program

completely together.

“Virginia is my most successful skater,” Eby said. “She
is also the only skater that I have taken to nationals.”

To be a successful skater there has to be the right
combination of dedication and talent. This is on the part of

both the parents and the skater.

Meyer has all of these, Eby said.

Meyer said she skates two to three hours a day and more
on days that she has off from school. She spends most of her
summers skating and rarely takes time off.

“As far as goals go, I don’t really make them. Of course
I would love to go to the Olympics, but that is a pretty

unattainable goal.” Meyer said.

She said she would like to skate in college, but does not
necessarily want to go to a skating college.

At a skating college, all the students do is ice skate. They
schedule everything around skating and academics come

second in priority, Meyer said.

“I don’t just want to be another skater,” Meyer said. “But

[ don’t ever want to quit.”

At nationals Meyer placed first in the loop figure and
last on both of the circle figures, placing her in eighth.
“It was so cool to be at nationals,”
“You walk down the halls and you can run into famous
people. It was so awesome.”

She said figures are her strength. If the figures
section of the competition is taken out of Nationals,
Meyer said she probably would not go back.

“I would be happy to get to Mids if figures were taken

Normally Meyer is preparing a long program and a short
program at the same time. This involves many hours of skating
and choosing music with her parents as well as much

Meyer said.

Changes cause
problems,
Pennington say

From PROPOSAL, page 8

Pennington stated several othe, | |
reasons for opposing the measure

“The biggest reason | hay,
against it is that the fan base of , .
Omaha schools will not follow
teams,” Pennington said.

This plan will also cause tea,
travel expenses to go up, he said.

“Two years ago when the foothy|
team went to North Platte for a playof
game, Central only made $4.22 afte
deducting travel costs,” Penningiy,
said.

This plan would make th
western schools equal to the easter;
schools, Miller said.

“The western part [schools] pay
for travel and they want to be able
share that expense with everyon
else,” he said.

It also has drawbacks to th
NSAA, Pennington said.

“The current system benefits the
NSAA because the bigger the gat
(revenue from ticket sales) at an evep
the more money they make,” he said
“To enact this plan would cut the
gate.”

Pennington said that a few sport
such as basketball could be oka
under this plan, but “non-revenue
sports” like volleyball and softbal
would suffer.

“State soccer should be iy
Omaha because most of the teams tha
play in it are from this area,” he said

Pennington said districts excel
because of how they are put together

“The main reason to keep th
current set-up is because it allows for
random chance with the criteria being
the luck of the draw and size,” he said

Despite all of the potenti
drawbacks, Miller sees his plan
increasing the fairness in Nebrask:
high school athletics.

“It [the current set-up] doesn! Ba

make any sense. You never know ii
the luck of the draw is going to b
fair,” Miller said.

Green’s speech at banquet draws decades of football stars

By Joe Meyer

When Ahman Green was at
Central, he went to the Omaha
Sportscasters’ Association’s annual
banquet to hear Lou Brock, a famous
baseball player for the St. Louis
Cardinals, speak.

He never imagined he would be
the featured guest in 2001 at the
OSA’s 36th annual banquet on Jan.
25 at the Holiday Inn Convention
Center.

Former players like Calvin
Jones, DeAnte Grixby and Lornell
McPherson joined current Eagles like
senior George Davis and juniors
Jamar Dorsey and Mark Leflore at the
event.

For the majority of his speech,
Green focused on the hard work and
determination that it takes to play
professional football.

When the Seattle Seahawks
drafted him after college, he said he
was slight!ly dlmlppnmled

When Green arrived in Seattle,
the system that head coach Dennis
Erickson was using confused him. He
compared it to calculus.

“He [Erickson] wanted us to
learn calculus overnight,” he said

Because of this, Green said he
spent his rookie season playing
exclusively on special teams.

“I didn’t think I would be doing
that [playing special teams] my rookie
year,” Green admitted. “Never did my
faith waver from when I would get

on the field running the ball.”

His chance came last year. After
a trade from the Seahawks to the
Green Bay Packers, Green rushed for
over 1,000 yards last season as the
Packers feature running back.

Central students who were at the
banquet said they were very
impressed with Green'’s presence.

LeFlore said it was fun to meet
Green and all the other great running
backs that have graduated from
Central.

“This is history and I'm happ |
to be a part of it,”” LeFlore said.

Green's former head coach. Ju
McMenamin, said the event was
total success.

“I was glad we could get a !0t
the former players together
McMenamin said.

McMenamin said he was happ
to see that Green had a good seast
last year. He said talent is not all th
is needed at the professional level an
Green deserves the opportunity.
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ELEMENTARY

It took the curiosity and persistence

of Towa State graduate Darleane Hoffman to
confirm the existence of element 106,
seaborgium. If you're CUIIOUS, smart, and
resourceful, imagine what you could do!

Become your best at lowa State University.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Helping you become your best.

| 800 262-3810 l www.iastate.edu | Ames, lowa |

DANCING,

OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY,
INC. BETA UPSILON CHAPTER

Presents

TALENT HUNT/SHOW 2001
MARCH 17, 2001 AT
NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

VOCALS, DRAMA, ORAL
INTERPRETATION, & INSTRUMENTAL

INFORMATION SESSIONS & AUDITIONS
Saturday, January 13th, 20th, & 27th and
February 10th, 17th, and 24th

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA OMAHA
Eppley Building (62nd & Dodge St.)

11 A.M. to 3 PM.

Final audition will be February 24th

If you have any questions contact
Ed White 293-0659 or
Boris Forte 453-4423

March 9th

call:

The Q)eatﬁ ancf
Sneak Yy F

At Central ngh School '

700pm - ¢
Adults- $5.00 . |
Children 12 and Under~%$4. 00

Senlor Citizens — FREE
557-3332 for re;s.:a:rvatioxls_I

ife o

By: JamesL Rosenbcrﬁ'

and tﬂh,&om

402-345-3336
Fax: 402-341-7003

CARL D. COHEN
Attorney at Law

Historic Library Plaza
1823 Harney, Suite 1007
Omaha, Nebraska 68102

®

We help teens by providing abstinence information,
birth control, emergency contraception, condoms &
pregnancy tests. So call for an appointment.

Talk to us in confidence. With confidence.

Planned Parenthood

of Omaha-Council Bluffs www.teenwire.co®
4610 Dodge St., Omaha

He wants to have

sex,
But I'm
not ready.

What should I do? |
|
It's okay to say “no.”
Got more questions?
Check out teenwire.com.
Or see the people at
Planned Parenthood.

554-1040


































