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By Carrie Parrott

After almost a month of rehearsals and preparation. Central’s 1995
fall musical, “The Sound of Music,” has been postponed until the spring.

The musical’s postponement was announced on Monday, Oct. 9 after
school.

According to Pegi Georgeson, drama teacher and director of “The
Sound of Music,” the musical has been postponed due to the sudden retire-
ment of stagecraft teacher Lou Basilico. Basilico retired because of health
problems.

“I feel bad that we had to postpone the musical, but none of the sets for
the musical were built when Mr. Basilico retired, and there is nobody to
replace him,” Georgeson said. “It’s not possible to put on a musical of this
magnitude without sets, and no one was available to build them at such
short notice.”

Lynn Bouma, vocal director of the musical, said she fecls the post-
ponement of the musical is ““a little disappointing because everyone spent a
long time preparing for it. But it’s unfair to put together a musical without
a decent set.”

“Mrs. Georgeson spent at least two weeks trying to find people in the
community to come in and build a set, but everyone was either busy or
involved in another production,” Bouma said. “We decided that the spring
was the best time spot to put on the musical.”

Georgeson said she is planning to hold auditions for one act plays to
be put on Dec. 1-2.

“We decided to put on one acts so that we don’t deprive Kids that
wanted to try out for the spring play the opportunity to perform. The one
acts will only require a few small set pieces, not drops and flats like the
‘Sound of Music’ requires.”

Georgeson said that the school is hiring someone to build scenery and
sets second semester for the production of Road Show and “The Sound of
Music.”

Corey McCallan, sophomore and “Sound of Music" cast member, said
he is disappointed the musical is being postponed.

“It’s upsetting,” Corey said, “but they had a good reason to postpone

i

“The decision to postpone the musical may not seem right to the stu-
dents, but it is the right decision for Central,” Kari Hogya, senior and cast
member, said. “A lot of kids rearranged their schedules and put in a lot of
manpower for the musical. Now that it’s postponed, the musical schedule
may upset a lot of people with spring activities.”

Vince Bogener, junior and cast member, said, “After all our prepara-
tion, it’s been postponed. We were all working very hard and it suddenly
ended. We're going to have to start all over. The past month has been a
real waste of time and money. But I am glad they’re just postponing the
musical, not canceling it.”

ministrators cancel '95 homecoming parade
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v . were created by the families and friends
oc 8 AIDS victims. Only a small portion of the complete quilt in
«cic Washington, D.C. came to the Civic Auditorium for viewing. Do-
iwemations received went to the Nebraska AIDS Project.
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L]; cey Cody with the cancellation of the parade. to 11 p.m. on Saturday. The theme,
whie ntral’s '95 Homecoming “I think they cancelled it pre- “A Night in Central Park,” was de-
i d came to a close on Satur- maturely,” Kari Hogya, senior, said.  signed by the Cheerleading and Pom
“Mcht. Sept. 30, with many “A lot of clubs worked too hard to  Squads.
quirElrcactions from participating have this event cancelled and not “I felt that the Squads did an
b h s rescheduled.” excellent job of decorat-
mul was a lot of fun,” Anna Gwen Allen, senior, agreed. ing,” Natalie
o] senior, said. “I thought it “All the clubs worked hard on their ~ Sonberg, jun-
oobilcat to sce so many people  floats. Student council was faced ior, said. ¢
;1 Mo school spirit.” with trying to retrieve adepositwe T h e £
waMth the cancelling of the an-  made by renting Ollie the Trolley.”  whole /&
i A ecoming parade due to pre-  she said. thing
e hazardous weather condi The football game was a large
il e festivities began on Fri- boost in moral for some students.
cndR 1L, Sept. 29, with the Kick “There seemed to be a lot of
wiOB (he annual homecoming  spirit,” Jeremy Evans, senior, said
M “Even though we were losing, the  was
s \Bne students were not pleased  crowd was supportive and enthusi-  rea Iy
= astic.” e at.™
ad . Some felt the game was an em- S ome
gl II'lSldC. e barrassment. “It was a shame we people said they felt
of had to play Prep for our Homecom-  the theme left a little to
t ing game,” Brandon Meigs, senior, be desired.
50 said. “It would have been nice to “There was no theme,”
e win for a change.” Crystal Rhodes, senior, said. “The
' Student Council decorated the dance was fun, but all you could see
tt fans with purple and white parapher-  of the decorations were a bunch of
ol nalia. Objects such as boxers, t- balloons. I really don’t think that’s
a shirts, pom-pons and water bottles how Central Park looks at night.”
i are sold to keep spirit high. Besides the theme, students
sl The dance was held in the also commented on the choices of
0 Aksarben Club House, from 8 p.m. music.

“I loved the music,” Caroline
Bullard, junior, said. “They played
songs | could really dance to.”

Cassie Koziol, junior, said, "It
was fun to dance to, but they needed
more slow songs.”

Some students felt that the mu-
sic was not good.

“The music was definitely not
my taste.” Ryan McGrane, jun-
ior, said. "1 prefer a more
classical rock ap-
proach.”

Jordan
Acker, se-
nror,
said,

“The
music
was really
great during
the disco hour,
but it was bad af-
ter that.”

At 10 p.m., the Homecom-
ing Court was announced by Pom
Squad sponsor Jane Skoog. The
King, Jeff Driscoll and Queen, Sa-
rah Raful were crowned by Special
Education teacher Renee Proksel.

“It was unbelievable,” Sarah
said. *I felt incredibly honored.”

Some comments on the dance
in general were not very positive.

“It wasn't fun,” Jason Marshall,
junior, said. T liked last year a lot
better. It wasn’torganized very well
and the music was really bad.”

Brandi Shirley, sophomore,
said. “There were 0o many adults,
Every time you turned around. a
chaperone was breathing down vour
neck.”

“This year's homecoming was
the worst display of outright Sun
shine Barbicism I've ever had o
encounter.” Cassie McElroy, former
Central student, said. “Tt was dis-
gusting.”

However, some students ¢n-
joyed the evening.

“It was a lot better than last
year,” Julie Otis, senior, said. "It just
felt like more people had a good
time.”

“It was fun if you got there kind
of late,” Courtney Worrell, junior,
said. “That way you already knew
everyone who was there.”

“I had a great time,” Meghan
McCallan, senior, said. “It was fun
seeing all my friends.”




history departments
would benefit students

For many years now, the American History and thq American
Literature courses at Central High School have been mismatched.
Instead of taking them during the same year of high sclrllool, stu-
dents are assigned American History along side British literature,
while American Literature is taken with World History. Because
of this discrepancy, many students are forced to learn the same
information during both their junior and senior years. o

Most juniors come into American Literature knowlr}g little
about the early colonial period. Time is then spent teaching stu-
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dents history so that they are able to better understand early Ameri-
can Literature. The information covered in the Advanced Place-
ment American History class begins with the colonial period.
Common sense says it would be best to take related courses dur-
ing the same year. .

Students are the focus of education. The goal of educators is
to present information in the most efficient way poss_;il?le. By
continuing to up-hold this mismatched schedule, administrators
make the task of learning more difficult for students.

The teachers who are involved in the classes in question agree
that change is necessary. According to Dan Daly, head of the
English department, difficulties arise when the question of money
comes into play. In order to change the current curriculum, both
junior and senior classes would need to be provided with Ameri-
can History books. During this transition period, seniors would
finish out their year with the current curriculum, taking American
History, while juniors would begin their upperclassmen years by
starting out with the American History course. The cost of text
books has dampened the hopes of many administrators and teach-
ers.

If administrators changed the class order at the same time that
they ordered history text books, it would be possible to keep the
old books for seniors and use the new ones for juniors. Publish-
ers insist that the old version of their books be destroyed when
new books are ordered. In order to keep the old books, the school
would need to either switch publishing companies or negotiate a
contract with the publisher which would allow us to keep the old
text books for an extra year. The publishers might not readily
agree to such a contract since it would reduce possible profits.

No matter what method is used to accomplish the modifica-
tion, a shift is necessary in the curriculum. The sooner a decisive
plan is made, the sooner an educational improvement can take
place at Central.

Schuerman deserves
praise for proposal

Superintendent Dr. Norbert Schuerman has announced his
pians to propose that Central receive air conditioning by the fall
of 1996. His plan will include cost estimates and would not
include a tax increase. Dr. Schuerman’s recent actions should be
loudly applauded.

Central is the only Omaha Public High School without air
conditiong. With almost 2,000 students in the building, this cre-
ates a large disadvantage in the early weeks of the school year.
Not only does the heat thwart student’s ability to concentrate and
learn, but it can also prove damaging to the computers and other
technological equipment in the building.

For years, Central students have been told that air condition-
ing would be next to impossible to receive because of the
building’s old structure and the cost. However, Dr. Schuerman’s

‘plan shows research and a commitment to the students of Central
High. It is now up to the school board to put the proposal into
action.

The students of Central High School have waited patiently

for air conditioning. Thank you, Dr. Schuerman for noticing and
doing something about it.

Mandatory
drug testing for
teen athletes has
always been a de-
batable topic.
Cases have taken
to the Supreme
court about it.
This shows just
how important it
is. Since athletes
generally reflect to
others the actions
of an entire school,
people may base
their opinions on
what the athletes
do, instead of
looking at the
whole  student
body. For this rea-
son, there is pres-
sure on athletes to
seta good example
for everyone else.
If an athlete is
caught using ille-
gal drugs, for ex-
ample, people
would remember
and form negative
opinions about the
whole school.
However, testing
the whole team in
that situation is not

Allison Pagan, sophomore

the way to solve the
problem.

This is true for
many reasons. First,
most athletes are
smart enough to know
that using drugs is
harmful and decreases
their ability to play
sports. Therefore,
mandatory drug test-
ing isn’t necessary.
Secondly, mandatory
drug testing is uncon-
stitutional in the sense
that testing a person
for drugs, with abso-
lutely no reasonable
convicting evidence,
invades a person’s
right to privacy. If an
athlete has a history of
drug use, and a teacher
or coach suspects cur-
rent drug use, a test
could be rightly used
to determine partici-
pation in a specific
event. On the other
hand, forcing a tal-
ented athlete to un-
dergo such a test is
violating their rights,
and that outweighs
any benefits which it
might bring.

Nick Dubas, senior

Omaha Public
Schools has the
power to test ath-
letes for drugs,
but I think few
athletes use drugs.

In all my years
in athletics, [ have
never encountered
drugs such as ste-
roids. If they de-
cided to test ath-
letes for drugs, I
would not feel in-
truded upon. but I
would question
the trust that OPS
has in their ath-
letes.

The athlete,
though, should be
a role model for
others to look up
to and respect.

By taking
drugs, he or she is
giving society a
negative percep-
tion of the game.
An individual
who is taking ste-
roids also gains an
unfair advantage
over others.

Other athletes
put many hours of

There
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Nobody cares.
AIDS"

xcerpt from AIDS,

slie Pieper, 14 yrs. old

ere is a disease that is rav-
r country, our lives and our
It isn’t cancer. Itis far dead-
i far more dangerous than
er disease known to man.
AIDS. No, it is a disease
ured, but like little Leslie
‘Everyone knows! Nobody

orance. Ignorance is what
s our society most. Itis the
responsibility of our soci-
oring vital warnings. It is
3l ¢ truths and realities not
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oring the cries of a 14 year-
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a military conspiracy to kill ho-
mosexuals. I've even been told
it was God’s personal punish-
ment for the sexual revolution.
Does it really matter? What 1
haven’t heard is voices willing to
make a change, to do something
about the problem.

The solid, unfortunate fact is
that there is no cure for AIDS.
And there may never be one.
But, we can still make a differ-
ence. We can even go as far as
to stop the problem, but the only
way to stop the spread of the HIV
virus is to start caring.

The first step is to educate,
and thankfully we have begun
that process. Studying the virus,
and educating people about the
virus is vital if we ever hope to
combat it.

But in and of itself, educa-
tion isn’t enough. What we do
with the information is far more
important. We have already dis-
covered that HIV can only be
spread through semen, blood and
vaginal secretions. Simple
enough, right? It would seem so,
but the disease continues to
spread.

By June of last year there
were over 401,000 cases, with
244,000 deaths reported nation-
ally and 3,000,000 estimated
deaths world wide.

What I want to know is why.
Why do we continue to pretend
that this problem does not exist?
Sadly enough it seems that we
may need mandatory AIDS test-
ing in the United States. One
would think we would be wor-
ried enough, we would care
enough about ourselves and the
people around us, that we would
want to get tested.

But AIDS is just one of the
many examples of our ir-
responsibility.

But why take re-
sponsibility for our ac-
tions when we can sue,
right? It's part of the
American tradition now.
Right up there with mom
and apple pie. It wasn’t

too long ago when we had a
woman sue McDonalds for over $8

million because she spilt coffeec on |

herself!

The gang and drug problems
also continue to rise. Why? Once |

again, because of ignorance. It is
the ignorance of a country unedu-
cated, and unwilling to educate
themselves. It is the ignorance of
a country unwilling to care. It’s
always someone else’s problem,
and someone else’s fault. Blame
it on society, MTV, or whatever,
just as long as we don’t have to deal
with it, right?

It is the ignorance of a society
that is so blind that we still think
that one person can be better than
another. It is the continual filters
of religion, hate, prejudice, com-
mercialism and media created fan-
tasies in which we live.

Sometimes I feel that it's a
battle no one can win. Yes, it’s so-
ciety to blame! It’s my environ-
ment that’s responsible for my ac-
tions, not me! Age and cynicism
will continue to stalk me until I,
too, am devoured by their delu-
sions.

But we can only pretend to be
blind so long. We think that if we
ignore problems they will go away,
but they don’t. We think that if we
hide a problem, if it is no longer
visible, it no longer exists.

But this infantile logic will
not hold up, I promise you that. Ig-
nore AIDS, it will find you, too.
Ignore the drug and gang problems,
and soon you'll find yourself sur-
rounded by them. Drugs, hate, vio-
lence, AIDS will touch you all.

It would seem reality is a rich
man's fantasy these days, a fantasy
no one can afford to live in.There
are times in which I fear that there
is nothing I can do.

There are times it seems the
problems are too huge, they are too
numerous, and what can I do?
Simple.

I can care, I can open my eyes
and I can make a difference. And
that's what is important, that I do
something. As Socrates once said,
"He who would move the world
must first move himself." Such
wisdom seems lost in the mists of
time, like the crying words of a 14
year old girl, so long ago and so
far away...
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Dear editor,

I am disgusted by the fact that the cafeteria in the courtyard uses
styrofoam plates versus reusable plates. I tried to get a lunch, and asked
if I could just get a sandwich on a napkin, and they said “No,” and I just
didn’t eat lunch. They would rather kill our earth than let me take my
sandwich in my hand. Another issue about the lunch program is the lack
of variety for vegetarians. They rarely have peanut butter sandwiches,
but they always have dead- animal sandwiches. Why can’t they have
“make-your-own” sandwiches all year, or just-cheese sandwiches? They
obviously aren’t catering to all the student’s needs, and my pleas aren’t
too much to ask for. I want to be able to eat lunch at school in an environ-
mentally sound way and without having to not eat because of my belief
in animal rights.

Angela Harbison, senior

Dear editor,

I was shocked to see that three-fourths of the students polled in the
September 20, 1995 issue of the Register favored honors credits for
non-academic courses. This idea is simply ridiculous.

First of all, contrary to senior Sarah DeWitt’s argument, colleges do
not judge a student’s high school performance based on grade point av-
erage. Colleges and universities judge high school performance by class
standing or rank. High schools across the country all have different
ways of computing grade point averages. Some schools use four-point
scales, some use six-point scales, others use ten-point scales. Some
schools weight their courses, like Central, others do not. The simple
fact is that the only way a college can judge academic potential using
grades is by looking at the school one attends, and how one did in com-
parison to other students.

For this reason, if Central wants to maintain its rich tradition of
sending students to some of the best schools in the nations, it needs to
continue the same weighted procedure for honors classes only. First,
this encourages students to take honors classes. Second, this practice
clearly defines honors students by giving them the opportunity to obtain
higher grade point averages than average students.

Giving students honors credit for band, debate, journalism, and En-
richment Math awards them for participating in extracurricular activi-
ties and not for honors achievement. Most of these “club” classes are
the easiest classes to earn a high grade in, and giving extra credit is
unfair to students that take difficult, honors classes. Colleges and uni-
versities judge students on participation in extracurricular activities, and
that should be the sole motivation factor.

In summary, reward students who take the toughest classes, not lhc
students who take “club” classes. Finally, if you get a majority of *1°s,”
take a good share of honors classes, especially in your junior and senior
years, and participate in some activities at Central, you have nothing to
be concerned with.

Micheal Sigmond '95
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Yes- 32%

Undecided-3%
101 students polled

Do you think that Central students significantly contribute to the
pollution of downtown Omaha?

No-66%

“No. I think it is just a few students that create the

- n
problem and the blame goes on all of us.

--Jon Lynch. senior

“Yes, students are inefficient in their disposal of rubbage
and their nicotine intake contributes to the pollution of the
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24th and Douglas Streets.

Construction crews work on a large hole near Central on

Caused by the breaking of a private
water main, it is up to local businesses to repair the hole. The
hole is considered an inconvenience by many Central students.
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Satellites improve prison education

By Rebecca Hammond _
Nebraska Educational Telecommunica-

tions, or NET, have formed Correctional
Training Network, or CTN, to provide edu-
cational opportunities for prison inmates.

CTN is a nationwide satellite distance
learning network. NET will broadcast tele-
course, classes which are transmitted via sat-
ellite called to correctional facilities. The
classes will consist of 30 minute interactive
discussions between students and instructors.
One-way video and two-way audio devices
will allow students to see their instructor and
engage in discussions.

Initial services will include college credit
telecourses, advanced occupational training,
General Equivalency Development, or GED,
Adult Basic Education, or ABE, course work,
life skills and vocational training.

Southeast Community College, or SCC,
will also provide a variety of credit telecourses
from the Public Broadcasting Service's Adult
Learning service. SCC'’s pilot courses will
include business, English composition, psy-
chology and sociology. It will also provide
academic credits toward an Applied Sciences
degree. An Applied Sciences degree can be
earned at most junior colleges and two-year
institutions.

“The need for this kind of educational
service has become increasingly apparent, and
with the advent of satellite technology, we can
now make this kind of courseware available

1o inmates across the country on a cost effec-
tive basis.” Mike Quinlan. former director of
the federal prison system. said. Quinlan said
the NET was ¢

hosen for the project because

of its proven record in innovative distance
learning programs.

Studies have shown that within five years
of being released from prison, inmates who
did not take advantage of educational oppor-
tunities have a 75 percent chance of going
back to prison. On the opposite side of the
coin, inmates who took advantage of educa-
tional opportunities reduce their chances of
returning to prison by 75 percent, said
Quinlan,

“The CTN program is paid for by the
prisons and is expensive, but is cheaper than
each prison hiring their own teachers. The
costs of the program should not be overshad-
owed by the benefits of education,” said
Beverly Fellman, Central foreign language
teacher and chairman of the NET Commis-
sion.

Fellman was appointed to the NET Com-
mission five years ago by Governor Ben
Nelson

*It is very important for society to be well
educated. Without education the crime rate
in this country will rise instead of decline. The
cost of the program is provided by the pris-
ons and is not a free ride. People have to take
the initiative to educate themselves,” Fellman
said.

Service to 11 correctional facilities in
Kentucky, Pennsylvania and Texas began on
Sept. 5. NET expects 30 institutions to be
involved by the end of the year. NET also
plans to expand it's services to include a wider
range of subject arcas and inmate training in
arcas such as parenting skills, substance abuse
prevention and domestic violence prevention

than by the fundmg cuts.

"Qur lack of funding shows we don’t
value the arts," she said.

This company, which included four Cen-
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Central students took part in the
annual blood drive sponsored by
student council on Wednesday, Sept.

Judy Storm, student council
sponsor, said, “Our first attempt at
a fall blood drive was successful.
We had 28 first time donors.”

According to student council,
the new fall blood drive was not as
successful as the spring blood drive
has been in previous years. How-
ever, student council said the 28 new
donors may add to the success of the
annual spring drive.

The last blood drive at Central
took place in March. Fourty-one
students donated blood at the last
blood drive, and according to the
American Red Cross, 10 percent of
blood donated to the Red Cross

CHS students donate blood

comes from high school and college
age students.

Olivia Armenta, senior and first
20. time blood donor, said, “It was kind
of scary at first, but the staff was
very informative and made it a good
experience. 1 will dcﬁmtely do it
again in the spring.” ;

Student counc:l hopes the
blood drive will help boost incen-
tive for the spring blood drive and
that they will meet a record number
of donations.

Adam Rinn, senior, said, “T was
unable to give blood this fall be-
cause of football, but in the spring I
plan on donating.”

While the spring blood drive is
six months away, student council
has an optimistic outlook for the stu-
dent support of this activity.

United States.

Jessica Bender, senior, said, ©

Constitution on Aug.

Art department decorates pumpkmnm

The studio art department at Central is decorating pumpkins to benefit Children’s Hospital for |
in arow. This project is totally voluntary and not an assignment, according to studio art teacher Mt
‘I like decorating the pumpkins and I think it is a neat thing to do ot
Twenty pumpkins were given to Central by the Children’s Hospital, were taken home to be decorated
returned and auctioned off.

"Acommon choice for decoration was cartoon characters,”
of fun, easier than carving and it will last longer.”

1995 marks the 75th anniversary of the women's suffrage movement.
both men and women, women gained the right to vote.

The right for women to vote proved essential in furthering the political activitism of women thi
Nebraska was the fourteenth state to ratify the nineteenth amendment to the |

2, 1919,

Nebraskans commemorated the anniversary by holding a celebration at the state capital on Aug
Alfter ratilication by the other states of the Union, the federal amendment took effect August 1971
kan activists were among the most active in the movement and yel. the plight for equality continucs

Organizations such as the National Organization for Women (NOW) continue to work for women s |/
today.

Reed chose to draw a cartoon character known as |
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ecca Hammond

the last five years, one mil-
or high and high school stu-
ve gathered together at their
flag poles to participate in
at the Pole.

You at the Pole is a cross-
ational gathering for young
ns Lo pray about issues that
yrtant to their lives and to
er Christians. See You at
was started five years ago
nts in Texas. Twenty-nine
b from several denomina-
yed at Central’s flag pole
. on the third Wednesday
mber.

m a follower of Christ and
cople to know it, that’s why
p See You at the Pole,” Jill
senior, said. According to
You at the Pole was a good
» meet other teen-age Chris-
| encourage other Christian
rs. Jill leads Central’s Bible
ub and read several verses
ble.

prayed for our friends, stu-
ing through hard times, the
ration and the nation. We
at the country has moved

ry ¢

entral students pray for peace

at

4,

M

umolg 197

Prayer at the Pole. Central students pray for peace one
morning at the flag pole on the south side of the building.

away from the Christian principles
it was founded on. We prayed to let
God know that we want changes and
that we are here to help make those
changes,” Jill said.

As verses from the Bible were

read, students joined hands while
praying about the topic of the verse
and then praying on another topic.
Some people prayed out loud and
others prayed silently.

“It was cool that so many de-

nominations could get together as
Christians to pray,” Jenny Link,
sophomore, said. “My friends and
I got there late but the circle opened
to let us in.”

Cori Mallenby, sophomore,

llHIIII|IIII|
1|uIIHIIIIIlII L
OO G

the pole

heard about See You at the Pole
from her church and was very ex-
cited about it. “When students are
willing to demonstrate their faith at
their school and stand up for whal
they believe in, it is a very power-
ful experience,” Cori said.

“It was very inspiring to see so
many people get up carly and stand
in the freezing cold just to pray.”
Amber Frank. junior. said.

According to Joe Darago. youth
pastor at Christian Missionary Al-
liance, See you at the Pole was not
the only chance for young people
to meet other Christians.

“We encouraged high school
students to go to See You at the Pole
so that they can meet other Chris-
tians at their schools, but we also
encourage them to take part in ac-
tivities like youth retreats and Fifth
Quarters. It gives them a chance o
share their feelings about God and
to help others,” Darago said. Fifth
Quarters are activities open Lo leens
after football and basketball games.
Fifth Quarter activities consist of a
main attraction, like the up-coming
3 on 3 basketball tournament Oct.
20, and other activities.

ie Parrott

hursday, Sept. 21, Central students
hers took a day to fill out progress
or the first time ever.

*hers collected the reports from stu-
the beginning of cach class period
te students’ grades and additional
ts on them. The reports were given
he students at the end of class.

ress reports are a new procedure for
Dr. Gary Thompson, principal, said
d to require progress reports this year
reasons.

at i
ps Ci

of these reasons was dissatisfaction
previous procedure.

previous procedure, which was re-
progress reports, was the distribu-
wnslips. These slips of paper were
ind signed by students who were not
their teacher’s expectations.  They
1sent home to parents.

rryone needs to know where they
r. Thompson said. “Students wanted
what their grades were.”

Thompson also said parents influ-
b decision about progress reports. He

said parents often complained about not
knowing where their child stood until report
cards came oult.

Finally, according to Dr. Thompson, Cen-
tral sent out progress reports this year because
Central was the only school in town that
wasn't sending them oul.

Dr. Thompson said
that he has heard little
negative feedback about
his new procedure.

“Almost everything I
have heard has been posi-
tive. Some teachers were
frustrated about the time
it took out of class. but the
majority have been very
pleased.”

Corey Mattea. junior,
said he was pleased with
the new progress reports.

“I think the reports
are better than downslips because you sec
what your grades are,” Corey said. “Also,
when vour parents see the reports, they sce
yvour good grades, oo, not just the bad ones.™

)2l veryone
needs to
know where
they stand.

--Dr. Thompson,
principal

Corey said some of his teachers didn’t
want to take the time to fill out progress re-
ports, but others didn’t mind the new proce-
dure.

Gina D'Accio, senior, said she thought
progress reports were a waste of time.

“I remember this
process being done in
junior high,” Gina
said. “Although we
were temporarily the
only school in OPS
not doing this, 1 felt
that this was because
were a malture
school and did not
necd progress re-
ports.”

1 do see some
positive
progress

we

sides 1o

reports.”

Gina said, “but it

takes up time in our school day. Since we

ended the semester before winter break, we
barely had any progress to show.”

Jack Blanke, social studies teacher and

hgress reports: a new addition for teachers and students

department head, said that although he didn’t
like the idea at first, he feels that progress re-
ports went well.

“I thought they went quite smoothly,”
Blanke said. “1 was surprised because I held
out against the idea at first. 1 didn’t like the
idea that they would take up a whole class
period. but now I think that it beats what we
did last year.”

Blanke said the only complaint he heard
about the new procedure was a comment from
a student who said, “We did this in junior
high. Why are they treating us like junior high
students?”

Blanke said he feels the reports were also
“The students”™ parents
he said.

beneficial to parents.
want it this way.”

Jody Hill, mother of junior Mary Hill.
said that she likes Central’s new progress re-
ports.

I like the idea that we're getting infor-
mation about grades between report cards. like
This way. parents
know about their child’s problems in school

we did from junior highs.

before it's too late. and they can do something
1o solve the problems.™

SLINE - NEWSLINE -

NEWSLINE -

NEWSLINE -

NEWSLINE -

NEWSLINE -

NEWSLINE - NEWSLINE -

—@lley spends summer at Brandeis

ring the mamlhs of July and August, while other students may have been spending
1¢ watching television, Dakota Bailey, junior, was spending his time at Brandeis Uni-
n Boston, Massachussets. Dakota found out about the program through Mike Lawler,
“entral graduate currently working at Brandeis University. Lawler then passed on the

he MEBUION 10 John Waterman, Central math teacher. He was then selected from the group of

While in Boston, Dakota did extensive rescarch on combinitorics,

M theory. The program. which lasted for four weeks, also included guest speakers and
1 A8 Ut at a Boston Red Sox game. At the end of the program, Bailey was required to write
he SE8&h paper on his combinitorics.

ehtral students attend open house

ral High School’s Open House was held on Sept. 20. The open house want [airly well

(ndHE@hts, and off he went.

iy’ (0 Dr. Thompson, Central's principal.

ol hompson said he was very disappointed at the turn out at the open house because only
L/ -five percent of the parents attended. The open house was held so parents could
' 1 teachers and see what was occuring in the class, Dr. Thompson sad. According to

pson, many parents wished that the open house was held carlier in the school vear

e being held five weeks later.

nly exception to this year's open house is there were no performances

wanted 1o try 1o get parents to talk to the teachers rather than have them miss weachers
: watched a performance by the band or the chorus,” Dr

Fhompson said.

For Kate Ross, senior, her final year has
brought her the title of Central’s Battalion
Leader. When awarded this rank last May,
Kate said she knew she had earned it. So she
picked up where the college-bound Kent
Herzog left off, as leader of Central’s 95-96
ROTC cadets.

Kate originally embarked on her ROTC
career knowing very little. She knew just that
it was not too physical, and that she would
gain leadership.

Kate said that the amount of lcadership
skills that she has gained has been tremen-
dous.

Now, four years into the program, Kate
is the one making sure things get done.
Though she is by name in charge.
she refuses to take full credit.

“I have a lot of people helping me.” Kate
said. emphasizing that the cadets are work-

she said

ing with her, not under her.

Batallion leader chosen for ROTC

Among the staff that Kate said she ap-
preciates so much is Jesica Chrisiansen.
Jesica holds the position just beneath Kate.

To Kate, leadership in ROTC is not about
instructor-instructee, it is about teamwork.

“I have learned in the real world that your
boss does not make harsh decisions for fun.”
This exhibits the objectivity Kate applies to
her authority

As most people know, over the past few
years, sexism in the armed forces has been an
issuc. This is not so at Central.

ROTC members agreed that Major Yost
looks at how much effort you put in, and who
1s the best person for the job.

“It 1s not necessary for someone’s gender
to be taken tnto account, obviously we do not
" Kate

said. Surrounding schools seem to share the

deal with battle on a day to day basis.

same belief, as other females hold positions
such as Kale's
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Paleontology profits

By Stacey Cody

Unlike some Central students,
when Phil Hall, sophomore, was 8,
his interests did not solely lie amid
fascinations with G.1. Joe and the
Karate Kid.

“I’ve always held

“A lot like camp,” Phil said.

“We wake up in the morning and
have breakfast in a huge army tent.
Luckily, we have a cook,” said Phil,
smiling.

“We have to use many differ-

some scientists with their thesis on
rock formation over in Dry Mesa,

Colorado. '
“I would climb up onto a cliff

and drop a string from the highest
point. Then, they would measure the

father and son

became a difficult thing o,

while on the job site.
“A girl had to go bag
camp site one day becaue f§
heat,” Phil said. “It made
sible for her to finish work

an interest in paleontol-
ogy,” Phil said. “I enjoy
science of all kinds.”
When Phil was
eight, he went on his
first archaeological dig
with his father, a pale-

ontologist from
Brigham Young Univer-
sity.

“The first time I
ever touched a (dino-
saur) bone, I was in a
lab,” Phil said. “But
when [ was eight, [ went
on my first dig. It is a
very different experi-
ence.”

As the son of a pa-
leontologist, Phil is
open to many different
oppurtunities concern-
ing archaeology.

According to Phil,
in the summer of 1987
his father, Dee Hall,
discovered a fossil of a

1eH Igﬁd JO A$31In0d

Paleontologist Dee Hall, left, of Brigham Young University and
colleagues dig deep in the soil of Dry Mesa, Colorado in search of fossil
remains. Phil worked at a dig site similar to this one.

dinosaur embryo that
was almost completely intact. It
dated back 145 million years ago.
The egg was the oldest ever to be
discovered in the northern hemi-
sphere.

Although Phil was not present
during that particular dicovery, he
had worked at the site before, which
is located in Utah’s Cleveland-
Lloyd Quarry.“Altogether, I've
been on about seven or eight digs,”
Phil said. “I usually go every sum-
mer.”

So what is an average day of
unearthering ancient relics?

'"Primetime

ent tools when digging,” said Phil.
“It’s very tedious work. I can’t just
dig until I find something. The
bones could be anywhere. Everyone
has to be incredibly careful.”

Such tools include hand jacks
and air chisels.

“If we're starting at a new site,
we can use an air compressor,” Phil
said. “It comes on a trailer and
works through the dirt more
quickly.”

Phil did not spend all his time
simply digging. Phil explained that
in the summer of 1993, he helped

Live' high-

" lights librarian's class

By Beth Katz

As Kristel Mayberry adds li-
brarian of Central High to her re-
sume, she can also say that she has
been filmed for the national news.

and lab-top computers,” Mayberry
said. *“They would tell their accounts
to us through e-mail, and we would
send them our input which would
determine what they did next.”

Primetime Live
visited Mayberry

The program
lasted for three

and a group of 150
sixth graders at
Bancroft Elemen-
tary School, where
she worked as an in-
formation manager.
The group received
attention for partici-
pating in a global

months and is cur-
rently being turned
into alive adventure
CD-ROM. Other
schools in the
Omaha area which
also participated in
the activity include
Springville Elemen-

internet program
sponsored by Min-

tary and King Sci-

151eq] SUYD

ence Center. World-

nesota Education

Computer
Consortion soft-
ware, or MECC,
and the University

Kristel Mayberry
starts her first year as
Central's librarian.

wide, Mayberry es-
timates that approxi-
mately 200 other
schools from Aus-

of Minnesota.

The program, which Mayberry
described as a “modern day explo-
ration Maya quest,” allowed the
children to view the exploration of
Mayan ruins through the modern
day technology. “Five [explorers]
were riding through Central
America on bicycles with satellites

tralia to Spain were
involved in the project. While on
the internet, the classrooms wit-
nessed hieroglyphics unearthed
which were estimated to have been
buried for about 1,200 years.

Even though Primetime Live
taped the footage for the program
last March, the program has yet to
be aired.

length at which it fell,” said Phil.

There was also work to be done
with the dinosaur fossils. When a
bone is uncovered, it is taken away
to be plastered. Phil said they are
covered in gunny sacks and set out
to dry. Phil was allowed to do such
difficult work not only because the
scientists trusted him, but because
he was one of the only people who
enjoyed it. It’s worse than digging,”
Phil said. “The scientists all seemed
to like me because I would just do
it without complaining.”

Besides the tedious work, heat

department at the univeni!
said, “because I now kn
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Gerald R.

e Gerald Ford Museum.

resident Gerald R. Ford came to Omaha on Sept. 29 to attend the opening ceremonies of the
pw conservation center bearing his name. The center, located at 32 and Ed Creighton, is located behind
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u Maduli, professional storyteller, visited
Branson’s English class Friday, Sept. 29.
p randomly on students to help him, he
b4 African folk tale about Anansi the Spi-
A great drought fell upon the land, and
i's family had no food,” Maduli began,
ng people to the cleared out center of the

aduli would tell a piece of the story and
low the students to act out the motions.
was kind of embarassed at first,” Matt
senior and spider family member, said.
ay he talks and makes you do all these
. it started getting better when every-
irted doing it.”

s the story progressed, Maduli moved
| the room, using his arms and voice to

tell the tale. As other characters emerged in the
plot line line, Maduli would call on students to
act out the character

“Everybody forgot their lines, but he would
tell them what to say,” La Sonya Johnson, senior,
said. She played the Good Queen Thunder, and
said she wished they could do live performances
every Friday.

“We really don't talk to each other in class,”
September Barr, senior, said. “Involvement was
his goal and he definately achieved it. That’s the
most exciting thing we've done.”

Mary Zellini, employee at the Nebraska Hu-
manities Council, came Friday to study Maduli
and his style. She said he has a “true gift.”

“He is very sensitive to everybody’s needs
and what they are willing to share,” she said.

“Most of what happens comes from [the stu-
dents],” Maduli said. “Fun is contagious. If a per-

[ntroductory Flight for $25

By Carrie Parrott

595-1020

UNO Aviation Institute Flight

or teller weaves web of tradition

son is having fun they will transfer it.” Maduli
said he is trying to make storytelling a live art
form again, like modern dance.

“This is the original form of theater, before
TV and the entertainment industry,” Maduli said.

“Villages would gather around the storyteller in ‘

the evening and everyone would get involved.”
Branson said she likes to bring storytellers
in throughout the year because many students
have difficulty giving speeches.
"Oral is more than just a speech,
“Some peopl
their peers, but nobody turns [Maduli] down.”
Branson said she tries to have storytellers

* she said.

of varying cultures come in so students can see

the similarities and differences.

Matthew Sitting Bear Jones and Nancy
Duncan will be visiting Branson's class later in
the year.

Garden helps students grow

as examples of cross-breeding when

e are scared to get up in front of

Training

Aviation

ust Try It!

Four-year degrees available

UNO Aviation Institute

University of
Nebraska at
Omaha
e University of Nebraska at Omaha is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

flight or non-flight

554-3424

Gary Kubik, science teacher,
has been incorporating one of his
favorite hobbies into his teaching for
years. His hobby is gardening.

Kubik has a 90 by 20 foot gar-
den in his backyard. He grows peas,
beans, cucumbers, zucchinis, an as-
sortment of other vegetables and a
fruit that may seem unusual to
some—yellow tomatoes.

Kubik grows five differrent
varieties of yellow tomatoes, along
with five varieties of red tomatoes.

“I like the flavor. It’s a differ-
ent flavor than red tomatoes,” Kubik
said. “Some yellow tomatoes are
bland, some are sweet. Also, yel-
low tomatoes are lower in acid than
red tomatoes, and they have as much
Vitamin C as apples and oranges.”

Kubik said he uses his tomatoes

,L'z‘f
m 2 VD U! T4e NEVER ENDING

MEHTMARE

49$

lecturing about genetics in his hon-
ors biology class

"[ talk about red being a domi-
nant characteristic in tomatoes, not
a recessive one,” Mr. Kubik said.

“I use the tomatoes and other
fruits and vegetables to show my
classes the many varieties of fruits
and vegetables that abound in na-
ture,” he said.

Kubik said he occasionally at-
tempts to do'genetic experiments of
his own while gardening. He said
he tries cross-polinating different
fruits and vegetables, usually unsuc-
cessfully.

Kubik said he attempted to
place the pollen from one plant onto
the stamen of another plant to see if
another variety of plant would
sprout.

“It was a very unscientific
study in genetics,” he said.

“Sometimes when zucchini and
cucumbers are planted close to-
gether, the zucchini taste like cu-
cumbers,” he said.

Kubik said he grows many to-
matoes in his garden and does many
things with them.

“I put them in sandwiches, eat

15th and California Streets

OPEN: 7:00 PM nightly October 6-31

ADMISSION $5.00 per person

Tﬁ.r A Ghoulish Fundraiser Benefiting
Omaha Habitat for Humanity

lots of salads and have one every
day in my lunch,” Kubik said.
“When I finish harvesting in the fall,
I store the tomatoes in my basement
and have tomatoes until New Year's
Day.”

seeks the
hlgh school

olyneaux said workmg at|
Central excites her since she finds
ounseling (o be more personal than
teaching.
For several years she thought
about moving 0 a hlgh school for
the “new experience.” When she
found the position over the summer,
she jumped at the chance to work
at Central.
* Does she regret leaving Mon-
.froe? Notreally, she said. “Change
lis hard, but it’s all part of the learn-
ing experience,” Molyneaux said.
“If educators expect students to
experience learning and change,
then the educators need to do the

” i A

..Mdlyne'aux said the high

expcnence is not the only
ing Central has to offer. She sauﬂ
: I amwdes of staff]































