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According to Mr. Kelly Nicklin, the
met Coordinator at TAC, OPS’ goal is
seach school in the district should have
odirect connections to the world’s largest
kource, the Internet, by August.
Notonlv will all high schools have
o direct links, but each junior high
delementary school, as well as other
dy centers, will have a gateway into
far-reaching web of the Internet.
ese two [inks will run through TAC,
ITAC vill be just “a bus stop.”

“We nced to get everybody on,”
i Nicki'n said. OPS plans to “start

Il ou
1510

reati

lvu
.wafl ! work their way up from
n ie. 71" decision was to give every-

¢ accoow rather than just the high
just the junior highs.”

For foreign language department
id Mi Daryl Bayer, this addition
N1iome too soon.” She even said
i she ol the process was “moving

fools

‘& like 1o see full labs where
+<ould do coursework through
crnet. There’s so many
iws,” Mrs Bayer said. “It’s a
» for students to enhance their

m th

i computer will have full ac-
e World Wide Web, or WWW
Ui referred to. The WWW is a
_ tion of text and graphics com-
Tedlocether to get a true multimedia
‘ol information. It directly links
:puter to another, allowing the
'ers to communicate more
» using all of the possible modes
“pression, not simply text.

I “Students will probably start put-
fouttheirown pages, I would think,”

s . i ;
4 [l Nicklin said. “It’s an ideal way to
" knowledge to use.” Mr. Nicklin

i “rized that in the near future, high
100l might start putting out two versions of

iTh -
N . !‘f‘l‘[ newspaper, one on paper and one
ol Web. “Many universities already [put

5 .! ! ¢Opy on the Web]. It’s a definite possi-

WWW is what is “all talked about on the
"s. When people say Internet, they're usu-
Y lalking about the Web,” Mr. Nicklin
Mmented. But the vast amount of resources
able does not stop with the Web. It is
"ply the beginning.

Another aspect of the Internet that both

Mr. Nicklin and Mrs. Bayer think will be
profitable is Gopher. Gopher is aresearch tool
which allows students to search through thou-
sands of databases and libraries without leav-
ing their home.

nternet enters OPS in August

in the classroom.

Mrs. Bayer commented that TAC has
done a “very good job of workshopping” the
usage of the Internet and said that the classes
“helped a lot.”” Sometime in the future, it is a

have email accounts and have pen pals in
other countries. Possibly even a mentor rela-
tionship with someone,” Mr. Nicklin said.
With all of these new resources, how-
ever, comes new responsibilty. A section is
being added to the student handbook re-

Oneaspect of the Internet that Mrs. Bayer
looks forward to would allow her to get “cul-
tural articles™ and “foreign newspapers” which
would “enhance the student’s learning.”

Currently, before teachers can get an ac-
count, they must enroll ina seven hour class,
and in that class they recieve both the account
and a thorough set of instructions regarding
the Internet, including both what is out there
and how to reach it. A second level class is
also offered, which focus more on finding
appropriate resources and how to share those

Student participation leads to a

possibility that such classes will be offered to
students as well.

Mr. Nicklin remarked that he thinks the
Internet will eventually become a “standard
resource like the library. In three to four years,
students will be able to see acomputer and do
a1 world wide search for whatever they need.”

“I can see it as an extension of the text-
book. It may eventually replace the textbook
in some subjects where the information is
constantly changing, suchas history,” he said.

“Students may, in the long run, be able to

garding “inappropriate material.” The
Internet, which until now has mostly been
a college system, contains many different
aspects, including some which are inap-
propriate for minors. A commiltee has
been formed,” Mrs. Bayer said, “1o estab-
lish certain rules and guidelines [regarding
the Internet.|”

The exact wording of the new section
has yel to be determined; however it is
known that having inappropriate material
will be punishable. Mrs. Bayer said it is
possible that a student who is caught with
such material will be “forbidden to use [the
Internet] for a while.”

Currently, teachers will be required to
“keep an eye” on students who are using
the Internet connection, but with the ad-
vancemenls in computers, it may even be
feasible to simply lock out inappropriate
sections of the Internet.

Some schools have already begun to
use the Internet. Lewis and Clark Junior
High was engaged in a Shakespeare projecl
where students emailed back and forth
with another school. Nathan Hale students
visited the TAC building, which is already
connected, and were working on a Telnet
project when Mr. Nicklin was interviewed.
McMillan Junior High, which has been
using the Internet via a modem for some
time, has aresearch project whichinvolved
research on the Bill of Rights and the
decisions of the Supreme Court Justices.

Still, even with all the advancments
taking place, Mrs. Bayer believes that the
speed at which the process is progressing is
simply “too slow. Teachers get trained 10
know the Internet, and then have to wait for
access and relearn it all later.”

With only two terminals per building, the
amount of exposure the students will have
with the Internet will be limited. It is Mrs.
Bayer's hope that eventually there will be full
labs with Internet access, where classes can
come for research and long-term projects.

“We're in a quandry,” she said. “We get
the kids interested, and then limit the expo-
sure they have to it. It's like being in a candy
store and just getting a taste. The more you
know, the more you want to know.”

‘successful’ clean-up downtown

erse crowd  Kyle accepted. “By doing this we

nity service.”

L .
¥ Cassy Lawson

‘ Are you sick of seeing two-
tek-old crumpled up newspaper
Yng around in the gutter? What
Pout old banana peels that crunch
hen you step on them? Try the
el on Abbott Drive as you cross
m downtown Omaha to Iowa?
"thold your breath, there is hope.
L Saturday, April 29 was the Sec-
% r}nnual Downtown Clean-up

¥ for Omaha. The downtown
!“""UP began at 9 a.m. when nu-
"10Us students, clubs and busi-
|“5s gathered for a brief break-
St Around 9:30 they hit the streets.
't clean-up covered the area north
Leavenworth to Cass Street and

east of 20th Street to the Missouri

glad to see such a div

and

River. come
With a turnout of 132 people clean up a
the clean-up volunteers accumu-  great part of
lated approximately 450 bags of ourcity.”
trash which was carried away in two Kyle
truck loads, “‘There was a great Small is
turnout and 1 was pleased with Centra ]
everybody’s performance and de- High's rep-
termination,” head of the clean-up resentative
Mr. Fred Wackerhagen said. on Down-
According toMr. Wackerhagen  town Omaha
it was 52° F that day with a little Incorpo-
rain, but that did not stop the crew. rated. Mr.
Senior Kyle Small, Student Council  Wackerhagen
vice president, agreed with Mr. brought up
Wackerhagen. "It [Downtown the idea to

Clean-unl was a greal SUCCcess. [ was

him to promote the clean-up and

are trying to im-
prove relation-
ships between
downtown
Omahaand Cen-
tral.”
Student
council member
Gwen Allen also
participated in
the clean-up.
“We did the
clean-up lasl
yeartoo. Itgives
us a chance to
give something

e need to
keep Omaha
clean, this is

a constant
ob.

--Mr.
Wackerhagen

back to Omaha by doing commu-

“We're doing the clean-up to
make a point to others, we need to
keep Omaha clean, this is aconstant
job,” Wackerhagen said.

The clean-up ended around 12
p.m. and everyone celebrated the
success with pizza and pop, donated
by Godfather’s Pizzaand Coca-Cola.

“It might have been the pizzain
the end that kept everyone going,”
Wackerhagen said.

April is designated as clean-up
month for Omaha. The clean-up
ties in with Earth Day. Neighbor-
hoods citywide clean-up their neigh-
horhoods thoroughly throughout the
month of April.




ucation worth the expense

Dear Taxpayers,

At this time, with the school year drawing to an end and many of us
nearing graduation, we would like to thank you for financially supporting
our education. We llzc that you give up hard-earned money to fund the
Omaha Public Scho and you are solely responsible for the qual-
ity teachers and facilil ilable to us. In compensation, we
promise to use our Kna est potential, to become the re-
sponsible citizens we werg: { pon the education of the
next generation.

Stude \Y d the Class of 1995

In recent months, t
sands of angry citizens
values which meant a raise
the State Board of Educatig
erly tax revenue, many, ta
sible for high propcrL'
that the schools a
increasingly unin
tbe public have great
xpenses. It is time for

tance. The are mstances where spendmg is unnccessary. and the district
needs to find them. 'I'h:sducs not mean cutting girls athletics at the junior
high school level as proposed by the school district. This means, how-
ever, deciding to limit a student’s hlgh school years to four. Every year
after four, made necessary by failure or absenteeism, should be paid for by
the student. We want to stresstlm fact lhdl we do not in any way advocate
teacher pay or benefit cuts. =
Beyond snmply the adopt— : s in position today, schools
th businesses and schools
re always looking for
will within their com-
at of the schools and
both the educational

students of this city? A pa
system and business comm

Another resource of re
the rules for claiming fund
from the lottery goes into
from all overt
was not one of §
district in the
received no fuf
whereby the pej
particular city ¢
that area’s edu

tem, provided that
w, all the revenue

ings. Last year, OPS
y, the largest school
e lottery in the state
em could be changed
P lottery coming out of a
amount going back into

ed in all this controversy about
y education. Taxpayers, you are
raise the standard of living and to
encourage economic and so rowth, Like businesses, this is the most
important investment you can make, It is OPS’ job to assure taxpayers
that money is being spent on neccessary programs. It is the responsibility
of all students to use the resources available to them to the greatest effi-
ciency. Finally, it is the taxpayer’s responsibility to take notice of the
great accomplishments of OPS in this community and the advantages gained
by all through the quality education provided for by taxes.

Knowledge for the sake of knowledge

Central will introcuce a new class for the fall semester, Honors Band.
This move by the administration is not surprising considering the pressure
schools are under to offer honors classes in elective courses just to keep
students enrolled. Students are facing the push to take the highest level
classes possible when competing for college openings and scholarships.
Many honors students will not risk a drop in G.P.A. or class rank by taking
an elective that does not carry an honors credit. Thercfopc, some elective
courses are starting to carry honors credits to compete.  Changing non-
academic, elective classes to honors classes defeats the objective of offer-
ing many of the elective classes and leads to grade inflation.

This change can only lead to additional grade inflation until the aver-
age G.PA.is 7.5 on a4.0 scale, and real academic capability is immeasur-
able. Already, 4.0/4.0 is not quite perfect anymore. Honors classes were
created to allow advanced students the opportunity to be challenged, and
often, in high school, to prepare for Advanced Placement exams, tests that
allow students to gain college credit.

Elective classes such as band, art, and music were created for cultural
knowledge and appreciation. Students take these courses because they are
talented or simply enjoy playing an instrument, painting or writing. By
making these classes honors, the G.P.A. becomes as important, if not more
important than the enjoyment or knowledge. These classes provide infor-
mation that is used later on in life, often outside of the workplace. Not
every class has to be a competition. What ever happened to taking a class
just for the knowledge, not the grade?

Central has become an advocate of grade inflation, and that is sad-
dening. Central needs to take another look at the true value of learning
just for the sake of learning, remembering that G.P.A. is not the only mea-

sure of one’s worth,

property taxes is the impb
paying to improve your co!
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By Michael Sigmond

When Omaha taxpayers received their property tax
bill in March, many of them were in shock at the rise
from the previous year. All agree that education is vi-
tal to economic growth and prosperity, but more and
more are beginning to realize that the way we pay for
education needs to change.

Dr. Scheuerman has said that every cent of the
budget is justified. Not true.

Omaha Public Schools needs to begin to research
the development of privatized education, or charter
schools. This would involve private businesses or other
organizations taking control of the school system and
charging, on a free market basis, a tuition.

The general response to such a plan is that the poor
will be left out and equity is lost. The real “problem” is
that privatized schools would bring about one signifi-
cant change that the unions do not like: the teachers
would actually have to do their jobs well or get fired.

Privatization of education would take education
off of the property tax roll, so residents who do not
have children, or choose not to use public schools will
not be punished year after year. Secondly, the state
and federal government funds originally used for pub-
lic schools will be redistributed to the parents as vouch-
ers to pay for the new private schools

Parents will have a complete choice in schools,
some will choose cost over quality, some will choose
liberal arts and some will choose vocational. Regard-
less, each will have complete freedom to make the best
personal choice.

This issue: Privatizétibn of Public Schools

By Cliff Hic

There is a movement across Aeric
make all schools private, thus ensuring th:
son only pays for the school that his stude!
if indeed they have a student. Those behind 115 mos
ment claim this will save money. This, quitc simpl
doesn’t add up.

I, like everyone else employed, pay incor
tax. This tax is used for a variety of things. includ
public works, relief funds, the bureaucracy itself.a
funding for schools. I also pay sales tax. which
used for some of those same things.

I, also like many others, do not drive on 0¥
nine tenths of the roads I pay to help maintain. [ha
never needed to take money out of a relicf fund.
also don't plan on going into the government d
think that the government wastes altogether toom
money as it is.

So, you'may ask, why am I against!
privatization of schools? Because I believe in the €0
munity, and I know that without the support of
the taxpayers, everything which I may want (0§
later may not be there for me. If a parent chooses|
take his children out of public schooling, that ish
business, but public schools also have their place. lilkin

We as taxpayers pay for things we don'ts
all the time, because we, even if we don't agree ¥/[illori
all of it, support the system and with it, the com™
nity. If we only were to pay for what we usc. therglst o
would be nothing but a thousand small villages. I
stead of one unified city.
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for the mailbox in the Courtyard.
It is the policy of this newspaper not to
print unsigned letters.

b Editor:

ance ina ereat while is a student so fortunate to have a teacher that is so admired, so
cand o dedicated to his pursuit to share his knowledge with others. Om;iﬁa
i always has, currently does, and always will have a corps of well trained and well
! instructors. Each and every student that walks upon the wooden floors has one

: o from umong the many available whose influence endures well into life past high
@ One man who has exerted such influence on so many, Mr. John Joseph Francis
| [ isconcluding his career as a teacher this year. He will most definitely be missc(f.
|
3 i1 like only yesterday wbcn our class first saw this eternally young, Leprechaunish
j i fom Bh‘u klyn leap onto his desk to, not read, but shout. verses of Shelley to his class.
N & ke List week that he asked us to march through his neighboring colleague’s class
| Taps to mourn the loss of an insect planted in his desk drawer by the devilish
N oo, Was it last fall when our Theme on Hester Prynne was interrupted by the march-
: udpracticing outside his 2nd floor classroom? Seems as though.
= ] 3 e
[ #ith such integrity, such diligence and such passion for his position and those who

to learn from him cannot be replaced easily by any means. Where will Omaha Cen-
ind a replacement for this teacher and family man who, after so many years teaching,
energetic and enthusiastic; a man who embodied what Omaha Central has come to
¥to this community?

feenan, hu.\'c a wonderful retirement. You now have all the time you like to brush up
« j:;:: hm‘(nry. play racq.uclball. read, or do whatever it is that makes you happy.
T]En your retirement knowing full well that you have touched the lives of many who
ies 8 :o[ only grateful, but proud. Your daily presence will be missed and always remem-
no i

mpie

frew Carlson, Alumnus 1988

r Editor:

1cor
udi
f, gl """t senior at Central, I feel that it is ridiculous that I am being forced to take a PE.
ich '1 n‘:'durlln graduate. I have been a cheerleader for four years and have played varsity

% Considering that marching band, which has little physical activity in itself, counts

0 ' M credit, there are several other classes and activities that should be given equal
hat@l " place of gym.

nd S

tafll " are considering giving band members honors credit, which is fine as a music

nudl T"‘” many of us are forced to take a regular gym credit. If they are giving honors
' ‘0rmarching band as a gym class, then it is only fair to offer honors credit to the

L lusses, too. Exercise is important for all students, but when students are already

ol "¢ In a school activity, gym class is just a wasted hour of the day.

f 3

Y Starr, senior

]

y ir Editor:

‘"?“ 1€ 10 see that the misrepresentation of fact, made a part of everyday life by the
‘;_Jr'.":"’:fl'“' hf“" injected its bias into our very own Central High Register. The April 5
“al. “"Funding changes, a hungry mistake,” presents material which is simply false.

tnf - " i .
Lall, the Republican Congress voted to increase spending on school-lunch programs

4') pereent. Yes, that’s right. INCREASE. This means that the $4.5 billion spent per
H“" these programs would increase to $4.703 billion per year. Secondly, this editorial
ﬁulutirn for some families, a proposed increase in the prices of school lunches may be
Wi :]‘ pay. However, _lhe students that pay full price for lunches, for the most part,
i ¢ affected by an increase in the price of a school lunch. Those who presently

¢ free or reduced lunches will still receive free or reduced lunches. Those who could
.'_af“”.rd the lunch price increase (free or reduced lunch recipients), would not have to
*1r itanyway. They will continue receiving a discounted lunch price.

"::C" will not starve by increasing the amount of money spent on school-lunch pro-

:}_.' y C“"g_l'css will not pass any legislation which puts children at risk of going hungry.

Ef;f:l 'i"‘“ simple. me now on, I hope the Register will be more careful when writ!ng

.wh(:’;‘fls- There is nothing wrong with presenting an opinion. However, presenting
0ds to your readers is not a habit becoming of a reputable publication.

th Farrington, senior

“ar Editor:

ave 3 new . 2. y . ; 3
3 ¢4 new idea that just may revolutionize the public education system in America.
r‘ . 5 + e ” - .y . -
and“d“—dl. extremist plan is to completely abolish study hall as civilization now knows
protect its termination for future generations.

:r[u"?l“dif. .l]'ll:: study hall is a bad idea gone worse which accomplishes .lilt.k:: Further-

urgl.m- .ijlca:l{‘l!i rooms an.d faculty, that Central is in dire need of, foF the msq:ud. purpose

u‘jL:r;{ “"Itdvlllmcd vegetation. Most slucilents I see in study hall are Cl.ll’IICl' hz.m.lssmg olhtfr

il [3' staring obsessively at some dcggnaled s.pm on a.wal] or writing ridiculous edi-

45 2 ic h‘Ch.m)I newspaper. The environmentis not suited for an almosphcrc (Tl'study

-~ nun‘u!cs is not near enough time for achievement. Why not abolish this period and
Cxira time to real classes that educate students to better serve humanity?

ayly

Swanson, senior

. May 15,1895 &

Should Central offically recognize the top-ranked

Yes 97%

2,

speak.

_smdem of the senior class as valedictorian?

168 students polled

because valedictorian Is based on academics not popularity or how well you
B -Brian Heldt, 12th grade

"No, | think It should be based on the effort they put into their work and school.”

_ ~hnna Perilo, 11th grade

"Yes becaus it Is a tradition at many other schools and they work very hard for

their grades.”  -Susie Lamb, 11th grade

"No, because thera is more to high school than just academics.”

; - - Nick Sobczak, 12th grade

No 43%

NS INTHE WATER

BY CLIFF HICKS

LS L 4
r 220 S N

“I‘ll be your mirror, reflect what you
are,” Lou Reed sings out as Velvet Under-
ground play across a staticy radio band.
Slowly the music fades and a low, soothing
voice begins to speak.

““We take nothing with us into this
world and it is certain we can take nothing
out.” The Duke said that in some western film.
My time among the denizens of Central is
almost at its conclusion, so I want to leave
you with a few final thoughts before my de-
parture.

“Why is it we live in a country where
the Wonderbra™ is one of the best selling
items on the market? Are we really so shal-
low that cleavage is more important to beauty
than intelligence or wit? Men, look for a
woman who interests your mind, not just your
body. Women, give men a reason to look be-
yond the skin. Have a little faith in yourselves.

“Why is it we live in a country where
the most known person is a person who is on
trial for murder? O.J. Simpson is talked about
everywhere by everyone. The networks recap
what happened today in the trial. Haven’t
people got something better to do with their
time? I know I have.

“Why is it we live in a country where
people are allowed to kill themselves one way,
but not another? It is against the law to take
your own life by medical means when you
may be suffering, but you can drink and
smoke yourself into oblivion, and the gov-
ernment cannot do a thing about it.

“Why is it we live in a country where
most people know the names of more sports
players than they do their own politicians, and
people look up to a man who can toss a ball
with accuracy as a hero? Role models should
be people who can save lives, bring peace 10
the world and combat disease.

“Why is it we live in a country where
an epidemic which is starting to approach the
level of the Black Plague continues to rise,

"PARTING IS SUCH
SWEET SORROW.”

when everyone knows how to prevent the
transmission of the disease? AIDS is one of
the top killers in the nation: we know how to
catch it and people still continue with unsafe
practices.

“Why is it we live in a country where
most people barely know how to turn on the
machines which control their life? It’s a sad
fact that over four-fifths of the people in the
U.S. right now know little to nothing about
using a compulter of any kind. Computers in-
{Tuence nearly every aspect of modern life,
and still pcople don’t know where the on
switch is.

“Why is it we live in a country where
there are still people who believe that “she
was asking to be raped dressed like that,” or
that ‘my race is better than yours?" Such ig-
norance and prejudice is inexcusable after we
have come so far. We can only hope that this
type of comment will die out as soon as pos-
sible.

“Why is it we live in a country where
there has to be a quota to keep an equal racial
balance in the workplace? Shouldn’t the point
be to hire the most qualified employee, no
matter who they are?

“Why is it we live in a country where
people are still banning books like The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn or 1984 from
librarics? Knowledge is the most powerful
thing anyone can ever hold. and no one should
have the right to take that from you.

“Hope you take time to digest all
that.”

The voice crackles and begins to
fade, as the intro riff to U2's “The Fly” cuts
into the background. “It’s no secret that the
stars are falling from the sky, it's no secret
that our world is in darkness tonight,” Bono
sings, as the voice speaks one final time.

A quick thanks to Jenny, who cap-
tured my soul in images. Brian, who restored
laughter to my heart, Elizabeth, who kept my
wit sharp and my head clear, and to Thad
Domina, without whom none of this would
have ever been possible.

“Keep thinking, keep questioning
and keep dreaming. The next person to change
the world... could be you. I'm CIiff Hicks.
Goodnight.”

The song finishes, the cymbals rat-
tling, as it fades into static, lost among the
airwaves. and finally cuts off, leaving noth-
ing but white noise and the rippling of the
light, reflecting in the water.
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Students deal with

By Mimi Douglas

High school can be a time of
extreme pressure and frantic search-
ing for ane’s true identity for many
teenagers. Some Central students
have found that these difficulties can
be both compounded and eased by
following an older sibling through
Central.

“On the first day of class, 1
would go into class and teachers
would call me Jill,” said sophomore
Lisa Petersen in reference to her
senior sister.

If Jill had gone through a elass
without problems, then it was ex-
pected that Lisa wouldn't have prob-
lems either, she said.

“Jill could get away with not
studying until the last minute, and
then cramming for a test,” Lisa said.
When Lisa tried this, she found out
that she couldn’t do as well.

“I found myself studying
harder than Jill and doing worse
than her, but still being compared
to her,” said Lisa.

Lisa’s parents more than any-
one else, pressure her to live up to
Jill. “I tried to live up to her, but
finally I gave up,” Lisa quipped.

Senior Caroline Lieben, whose
sister graduated in 1992, said that
one of the biggest problems that she

has come up against was that many
people expected that she would do
the same academically as her sister
did. “People forget that we're dif-
ferent people,” she commented.
Caroline avoided this problem

by her choice of activities. I did
some different activities so I was
[able to get] my own identity.”

reputations set by older sibling

hints [on how to handle school-re-

lated problems].”
“It was comforting because

brother’s performance.

“surprised if I do better [tha

did],” Nathan said.
Sophomore Chris Dars,

being pressured to be just like her
sister.

Sophomore Matthew Cham-
bers likes following Mel-

Following in their footsteps:
Melissa Chambers (right), was followed by her sister

Melanie, senior (center), and brother Matthew, sopho-
more through Central.

1993 graduate,

older brother Jeff was the 19
nior class president, places a
pressure on himself to live up
brother.

issa and Melanie through
Central. “It’s easier be-
cause my sister’s friends
know me.” If it weren’t

for them, Matthew said, he “I’'m always scared that |
wouldn’t have known going to live up to what oth
many people when he first ~ pect,” Chris said. T put morg

sure on myself than there rea
he added.

Chris has to work mucl)
than Jeff ever did to muinta
grades, but even so, he does
that he is doing as well ashe
be.

came to Central.

Freshman Nathan
Perilo has managed to
maintain his own identity
even while taking part in
the same activities as his
older brother and sister.
Nathan feels that he has
pressure on him to follow
in their footsteps. “I feel
obligated to try out for
plays and other drama ac-
tivities,” he said.

He doesn’t feel that
he is compared to his jun-
ior sister, Anna, because
of their gender difference.
He does feel some pres-

Jeff could sit down g
hours and study. wh
tention span is much
said. He wishes that studying
come as easily to him u i
Jeff.

Se[8no( iy

According to Chris, th
references to living up 1o Jel
he receives come as teasing. |
that in junior high and clem
school he was knowi

gs

Senior Jessica Larkin, whose
sister graduated in 1993, said that
having an older sibling that had al-
ready been through Central could be
beneficial.

Jessica said that it “helps in the
beginning [of your CHS career] be-
cause teachers know about your
background, and that helps. Youcan
also find out about teachers and get

people already knew me, and T knew
the school [my first year],” Caroline
added.

Senior Melanie Chambers said
that teachers are always asking how
her older sister Melissa, who gradu-
ated in 1993, is doing.

She said that since she and
Melissa have very different inter-
ests, she doesn’t have to worry about

Darst.” Now he has dvielop
own interests awu
brother’s shadow.
There are many
lowing Jeff that C!
though. *T am abl
his mistakes.” Chs
added that if Jeff hu
hard on a paper, the
he is going to have |
harder on it to do well

sure to live up to Josh,
1994 graduate, though.

Nathan thinks that “people
might look down on [him] if [he is]
not as good as Josh [was at acting].”

Academically, Nathan says that
he tries harder, and so, gets further
than Josh ever did.

He thinks that some teachers
have a pre-set idea of how he will
do academically based on his

By Laura Richards
On your mark, get set, go!

So many miles to cover, yet so
little time. Central clothing 3-4
students covered the 78 acres (4.2
million sq. feet) of The
America in only ong
When thinki :
would obviously th opping.
However, while ‘at The Mall of
America, one could spend time at
the amusement

Land.

The amusement park,
Knott’s Camp Snoopy, has vari-
ous rides in the middle of the mall.
It is the largest indoor theme en-
tertainment park in America! It
1s seven acres of rip-roarin fun.

K NUMeEreus.
fabulous reslauﬁrﬁz Ul%{l_lg;oi
VI

gg\{nani
| el ..gﬁ[leg‘z
1 &4 _s. malkalso has life-s

M Shopping for a grade
CHS clothing students visit Mall of America

One could hardly miss the enormous
roller-coaster ridg, log ride, or the
train station. Ti€ishopper can ex-

for 3.
compl

tronauts, and circus animals
throughout the various ceilings of
the mall.

There are approximately 400
specialty stores at The Mall of
America along with anchor stores

such as Bloomingdales, Macy’s,
Nordstrom ~nd Sears. It is the
largest retail complex in the
United States. One could spend
virtually days wandering around
the stores in total awe.

: urphy, cloth-
id, “We had a lot
opping at all the various
stores. We shopped all day and
still did not see half of the stores.”

he glothing 3-4 students
efe abl¢ to go to The Mall of
icd thgkough fund-raisers.

Ms. Linda Milliken, instructor,
said, “We go because he have a
lot of fun, and its a good learning
experience.” According to Ms.
Milliken, it was a good learning
experience for the class.

GNHS volunteers at Special Olympics

By Laura Richards

German National Honor Soci-
ety will be volunteering at the
Omaha held Nebraska Special
Olympics Summer Chapter Games
on May 17-25.

The Special Olympic Chapter
Games are a chance for the handi-
capped to build their skills and con-
fidence. The games are open to
handicapped children and adults.
Many competitors train long and
hard to prepare for the Game. The
events range from bowling to
swimming o running.

According to GNHS vice
president, Jennie Waldmann, jun-
ior and previous volunteer at the

Special Olympics, “the athletes
look forward and work hard to make
the Games special and rewarding.”

Jennie said, “We [GNHS] are
going to help make it an even more
special experience for the athletes
and ourselves.”

German National Honor Soci-
ety will participate in the Games by
being food-service hosts on awards
night. According to Jennie, the par-
licipants get especially excited dur-
ing dinner because the awards are
given and the victory dance is held
in the evening.

Jennie also said that many of
the participants think that the dance
is the highlight of the games because

it is strictly fun.

Special Olympics publicize
that even if the participants do not
win their event, they are winners.
Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Founder
of Special Olympics International,
said, “Special Olympics is sports in
the truest sense. The goal is not to
win, but to try; to experience, not
to conquer. No records are broken
in Special Olympics except for
those of courage, determination and
sportsmanship.”

"German National Honor So-
ciety has done several community
service activities, but I expect this
to be the most rewarding,” said
president Brian Ellefson.

For sale : 1984 Corvett_e-.

Original Owner. Legs than
18,000 miles. A4 Fa,aulaa aniio

Absolutely mint condition. Asking $15,90

See Mr. Wation

7" OUTBOUND TELEMARKETING
30

per
hour
GU TEED!

Part Time Evening/Weekend Positions

NO WEEKEND REQUIREMEENTS!

wFlexible Schedules = Health Insurance ;
=Bonuses for every sale ®401K Plan
=Paid Training = Warm, Friendly
=Paid Vacations Co-Workers
& Holidays = Scholarship Prograi
= Casual Dress Code = Career Opportunities
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Call 393-5610 or apply in person
IDELMAN TELEMARKETING
213 S. 74th St.

M-F 8am-6pm
A Great Place to Work!
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Out

We're outta here!
Register May 15 ||

s Jan. 20-Feb. 18
will have many relationship problems despite your attempts
raceful. You are undergoing some changes in your personal-
o't be afraid of them.

‘hl‘ s Feb. ]?-March 20

s and family pressures will ease off and you will be able to
fra little while. Financial matters will be promising this
T.IYou and your significant other may have a disagreement,
o't overreact.

m
_h
rie

e B Varch 21-April 19
jur popularity and self-esteem are highlighted now, but don’t

i O <once rmed about them. Financial concerns will pass in time.

 Je

o
b

s April 20-May 20

inges are imminent, but they should be fun and exciting. Luck
kon your side, so take the time to check into financial money-
ig strategies.

lem

i May 21-June 21

ll really enjoy yourself by corresponding,and spending time
fiends. A new relationship may be in the cards for you at the
i the month.

“r June 22-July 22
-'If"d:ﬁ and teachers will be available to help you whenever you
. Get out and try to meet more people by joining a large club.

OrK
NOW

or

luly 23-Aug, 22
fclose relationship will be redefined, or it even may end be-
you feel restless. Try to find a summer job now.

) Aug, 23-Sept. 22
l hu may find yourself inheriting, earning or otherwise coming
money soon. You will learn a lot to be used in your possible
. Spend time with your family.

700k Scpt. 23-Oct. 23

B particular field of interest for you, you will learn to compro-
quickly. You may find a new romantic interest.

g,

io Oct. 24-Nov. 22

é”r” family will have major changes coming about, so be pre-

i or them. You will have a roaming mind near the end of the
Try to take a trip if you can.

farius Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Plrt 1o get in shape for the summer months early. You will be

ed for the remainder of May.

icorn Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Il your childhood.

';v«-

_vJ yJ

By Andrew Kammerer

I
ng for a romantic involvement. Entertainment activities are

% will be doing a lot of entertaining, and you should be able to
kveral personal touches to make your guests feel at home. Spend
With your younger siblings or baby-sit so you can reminisce

¢N $)D €.
Green Eqqs
& SPAM

»y Brian

Priesman

-
L:reen Eggs and Spam® bids farewell, pg 6

The Good the Bad the Ugly: highlights the year, pg 8
omaha, the movie; familiar sights can 't fix bad film, pg 9

<

With the school year coming .
o an end and an empty summer
alendar in front of them. stu-
dents look to the summer con-
ert Lours foa: an escape from the

i
i One of thc: ;noSt

a fun weekend in Kansas City
with my friends.”

Jackie Bush, senior, will also
join the pilgrimage to Kansas
City to see R.EM. By planning
ahead _Jackle got seats 10 rows

grown in populanty since start- |
ing in 1991 is the Lollapalooza '

Festival, This ten-hour, eight-
band line-up combines two
stages of continuous live music,
vendor booths peddling jewelry
and clothing, and side
show acts to entertain

ed tours of the crowds.
summcr is “mmer e eases Another consis-
R.E.M. '{‘lla':t:uaudf tency that the organiz-
asn’t toured ers have is the price of
'ntemauonallyﬂ.} : the festival. All eight
Bﬂd Bl‘illlls ﬂﬂd M lﬂyﬂ 5/ 9 hours of the festival

since 1989, offi-
:mlly kicked their
( o&“ in Phoemx )

Primus

Everclear Sparkle and Fade
Boredoms (locolate Synthesizer......... /3

‘We weren’t that
known in 1989.
We only played are-

eate! agdclubsin
- . This time
out I'm really look-
g forward to go-
ng places we've

Police (Live)
Chicago Hight & Day
s Costello Kajak Fariety.......om 32
Red Hot Chili Peppers
(olor Me Badd

612

never seen before.” nl' (
Mike Mills,

er, also added, “We've al-
ays loved to play live. It's an

i tegralpartofwhatwedo.

back from the front of the stage.

“I missed the ticket sale of the
first show, and when they an-
nounced the second date I

for the bargain price of
$30.

This offshoot of the
60’s Woodstock Festi-
val has prided itself on
bringing the most
promising bands in the
business to entertain
both the die hard fans
and the new listeners
to the music. Such
acts which have
gained success from

a9

o/
02
b

8/8 the Lollapalooza tours
include Nine Inch

8/8 Nails, Ice Cube, Pearl
Jam, Soundgarden and |

Smashing Pumpkins.

The line-up for Lollapalooza
V is Sonic Youth, Hole, Cypress
Hill, Pavement, Sinead

Many students have already

lanned to catch the tour at Kan- planned ahead. I showed up at O’Connor, Beck, Jesus Lizard

sas City’s Sandstone Amphithe- 7:00 a.m. and the tickets when and the Mighty Mighty

hter. When asked what’s ex- oOn sale at 9:00a.m. I got good Bosstones. Although no tour

rected from the R.E.M. concert  seats and they’re real close. It dates have been set, check your
ami Minikus, senior, said, “I'm  was well worth it,” said Jackie.  Rolling Stone Magazine for fur-
xpecting an excellent show and Another annual tour that has  ther details.




Yippee! I am outta here! I
fecl like doing alittle jig in the halls.
I'M A HIGH SCHOOL GRADU-
ATE!!! But as [ sit here, euphoric in
attitude, I can’t help but wonder:
was all of this worth it? All fourteen
years trapped in the cold, uncaring
world of the public school system,
did I get anything out of it? WHO
CARES! I'M GRADUATING! No-
body can stop me now (unless I've
failed my history final, then I'm in
trouble).

Gosh, to think that fourteen
years ago, when I started kindergar-
ten for the first time I never even
thought about graduating. Heck,
now that’s all that I think about—
the diploma being handed to me as
they call out my name; sleeping
through the countless speeches by
the superintendent, his assistant, the
assistant assistant, Doc Moller, our
esteemed president Clark, Ak-Sar-
Ben’s entire janitorial staff....

And most importantly, the
cap and gown! That beautiful piece
of blue satin draped lovingly over
my shoulders.... Wait a minute, I
haven’t ordered a cap and gown yet!
Oh my, I'm in big trouble! Gradua-

tion is in just a few short days and 1
don’t have a cap and gown yet.
Oops! Just think of the embarrass-
ment! Everyone would be laughing
at me and staring! Aggh; the agony,
the pain, the humiliation! But, I
would be remembered, in my pink
converse high tops, my shorts and
my purple shirt parading up the aisle
to collect my diploma.

But was this all worth it? Ten
years from now, will what I learned
in school really be all that impor-
tant? I mean, I know what I'm go-
ing to do with my life. I plan on be-
ing an exotic dancer at the
McDonalds off of exit 45 on Inter-
state 480 in Boise, Idaho. For some
strange reason, I can’t picture my-
self needing to know when the
Peloponnesian War was; no matter
what Mrs. Valdrighi says!

But yeah, I guess it was all
worth it. Where else but in a public
school would I learn that the tomato,
if bathed in the right illegal chemi-
cals, could turn into a squash and
two cucumbers? Where else would
I have learned that the proper way
to throw the cheese from your sand-
wich against the walls of the court-
yard is by bending it in half and
chucking it full force against the
bricks. Man, does it ever fly!

But then again, maybe it
wasn’t worth it. Maybe, by allow-
ing myself to be educated for the
past fourteen years I've missed out
on development as an individual.

i Stepping Out ...

Green Eggs and Spam® graduates

Maybe I've become an unthinking,
uncaring grade machine who is
more concerned with a grade on a
physics test than about the suffer-
ing of the homeless or the current
state of the environment. Maybe....
BUT WHO CARES, ‘CAUSEI'M
GRADUATING!!!!

And you underclassmen can
all keep your sorry little lives in this
peon-town Omaha while I go off to
find my future in...Lincoln. Lincoln,
the Nebraska state capital. Lincoln,
the city that is... small. Geez, maybe
you all do have it better than I do. I
mean, you underclassmen still have
your education paid for. You get free
lunches— oh, I'm sorry. If Newt the
newt has anything to do with it,
lunches won’t be free any longer—
you get study halls, you get Dr.
Shawver and Mr. Blanke and Mr.
Daly and Mrs. Valdrighi and Charles
and you get Doc Moller, the pillar
of virtue that he is. Doc keeps this
place running in tip-top fashion!
Why, Doc Moller is Central.

And Central’s own Pom
Squad. Boy, I consider it an athletic
event just watching you guys work
out. All of those jumps and leaps and
twirls....Whee-doggies! The Pom
Squad really provides a lot for Cen-
tral. They're always cheery, they
have smiles on their faces, and they
always have the cutest little dances!
Personally, I would have liked to
have seen them perform more.
Maybe some charity fund-raisers or

at Roadshow. Heck, they could have
danced for my Foods 3-4 class any-
time!

And speaking of food, I'm
really gonna miss Macho Nachos;
and that’s all I'm going to say about
that.

But seriously, why am I wax-
ing on and on about what I'm going
to miss? I mean, I'M GRADUAT-
ING!!! I'm on my own. I'm ready
to trip the light fantastic, I'm a soul-
man, I'm all alone in a world of
adults, I'm on the road again. Boy,
do you think I'm happy about gradu-
ating or what?

As much as I'm going to miss
high school, I'm looking forward to
my future. I mean, just think! In a
few short months, I'll be at the
Jimmy Joe Bob’s School for Hair
Design and Macramé! What could
be more exciting than that? Well,
maybe a pinto full of thumb-tacks
or a hot tub filled with Cool Ranch
Doritos.

I almost feel sorry for all of
you underclassmen who are stuck
here for a couple more weeks. Uh-
huh. And then I wake up.

I can’t even imagine what it
must be like for you guys. I mean,
I’'m going to be able to go hang out
at the mall, I can sleep late, I can
finally watch all of those
infomercials that I've been missing,
not to mention Matlock! Andy
Griffith and LaToya Jackson, here |
come!

(really, he actually graduates

I'm not quite sure hoy
up my days.... Maybe [']] ¢
or learn a hobby. I've |\
to learn how to make
planes. Either that, or ice-s¢,
Or maybe I'll finally et
reading all of those hooks [r
glish class. Moby Dicl
interesting, and so does ¢
Tales. And I'll prohah
some sports as well. | think
that ballroom dancing hy
proved for the 1996 Olympic
am I glad that I joined Cenira
Ballroom Dance Club!

So odious” amigos. I']
of you as I'm trying to {ill m
with carefree pleasurcs. An
tral? I'll see you round. Ni
Josh, have fun in Israel; Jak
need a hobby to relax with. Ii§
diving or rappelling; Chris, [
you next year; Amy, enjoy Mi
JB, I'll see you when vou wi
first Oscar; CAB.. i
Cliff, what you need is a pe
haps a nice Chinchilla orm
small, furry, Alaskan Pit Vip
erybody else, well. none «
matter much.

P.S. Eat some Spam ne
then and think of me.

PPS. I'm outta h

PP.PS.I'malso
mention, in no p:lr['rg:i!'l'
Valerie, Sarah, Shadi. Kate.
Mimi. Consider yourselves
tioned (hey, it's my finul colt
can do what I want!)
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By |B Jones

Well it's the end of the year. I'm
free! I' ve reviewed a lot of stuff this
year, but there just hasn’t been
enough space or time to review it
all, so for all you diehard review
fans, or those of you with nothing
better to read in study hall, here’s
the 1994-95 Good, Bad, and Ugly
lists.

THE GOOD:

Of course we'll start with the
obvious Sweeney Todd at the Play-
house, Tim Burton’s Ed Wood,
Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction, Smith’s
Clerks and Kieslowski’s Blue.

Now for those favorites I didn’t
have a chance to review:

Black Comedy at the Play-
house, a hysterical physical farce
showcasing the talents of senior
Christina Belford and the amazing
comic abilities of Joe Miloni.

Frankenstein at the Playhouse
was one of the most incredible plays
I have seen this year. How good was
it? Well let’s just say that I worked
backstage for a week before seeing
it and it still shocked the bejeebers
out of me.

As for the cast, well, Carl Beck
had to have sold his soul to the Devil
to get such a phenomenal cast. Drew
Donovan was absolutely indescrib-
able as Victor and Dan Prescher,
well I can’t possibly say enough
about how perfect Prescher is in this
role. All T can say is DeNiro has
nothing on Dan Prescher. Of course
Beck’s direction was as brilliant as
always. I could go on forever, but 1
won'’t.

The next one up is Snap Pro-
ductions' production of William
Finn’s Falsettos. M. Alec Zuerlein,
the actor who played Mendel, the
psychiatrist, stole the show with his
resplendent performance. Kathy
Kautz's portrayal of Trina was ex-
traordinarily funny. I almost died
laughing during “I'm Breaking
Down”, a hilarious song and dance
mental breakdown. Michael
Simpson was also great as Marvin,
the hero of the show. The only weak
link of the show was the actor por-
traying Whizzer, the man dying of
AIDS. He seemed to be spending
more time struggling to remember
his songs than bringing the needed
emotion to the character. Fortu-
nately, his OK but not phenomenal

performance didn’t lessen the tear-
jerker effect which makes it one of
my favorite shows.

Next up, Barcelona, Whit
Stillman’s charming film about two
brothers living in Spain during Anti-
American riots. Basically an Art-
house film, Barcelona provides the
laughs and tension always evident
in quality films. Coincidentally, it’s
now available on video.

Another of my faves is The
Madness of King George. Nigel
Hawthorne was fantastic as the
King, and I really think now that he
deserved the Oscar, too bad the
Academy didn’t.

As for TV there is only one fa-
vorite, the X-Files. What can 1 say
it’s one of the only shows I watch
and it’s definitely the only show I
tape obsessively. The quirky science
fiction series goes from just plain
cool to downright scary. David
Duchnovy and Gillian Anderson are
never upstaged by their spooky co-
stars and make the show as engag-
ing as it is.

News Radio is another TV
show worth mentioning. The new
show about an all-talk radio station
and it’s quirky staff is a hilarious
gem. Dave Foley, recently of The
Kids in the Hall, is perfect as the
news director and SNL escapee Phil
Hartman is a comic treat as the
whiny DJ.

Another decent TV show is
Frasier. In fact it’s the only funny
show to come from the Cheers
legacy, to date.

Well that does it for this year’s
good now it’s time to trek into the
slugde for:

THE BAD:

Well a lot of things fall into this
category. Sadly I didn’t do as many
cutting reviews as I would have
liked, but there were many I relish
the chance to slam now.

My first bad brings up the eter-
nal paradox that Raul Julia has been
in bad movies, but never actually
been bad in a movie. Yes, that’s right
I'm talking about Streetfighter. All
groans aside, at least it was better
than Double Dragon. 1 never could
figure out what the director was
thinking when he let himself be
talked into, at least I hope it was that
he had to be talked into the idea, let-
ting Jean Claude Van Damme mug
the camera with that stupid cocky

L & J DRYWALL
LeRoy & Joy Flink
11226 Richland Drive
Omaha, NE 68138
402-894-9133 Pager 977-3278
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grin every 4.3 seconds.

Trial By Jury seemed to be one
of the prime slumming grounds for
talented actors. Unfortunately for
them, the writer had no talent what-
soever. Aspiring to be a shady film
noire court-room film, it quickly fell
into a trite tale of a goody-two-shoes
juror who is threatened by the mob
so that she will acquit a ruthless
killer. If you thought the first two-
thirds of the movie were a reason-
able attempt, the last third will leave
you wondering where your five dol-
lar admission went. It obviously
didn’t go towards hiring a writer.

Puppetmasters was another one
of those “why not just rent the origi-
nal for 66 cents” films. It also brings
up the question of why is it that you
can predict the outcome of a movie
as long as Donald Sutherland is in
it. It’s true. Recently every single
role Donald Sutherland plays is a
government official, usually a gen-
eral, who’s a jerk through the whole
first half of the film and gradually
endears himself to the main charac-
ter as the movie progresses. This
film isn’t any different, and it was a
kind of boring effort this time.

THE UGLY:

Oh there are many, many ugly
things, and I'm not talking about the
Gabor sisters, or even Tammy Faye
Baker. I'm talking about The Man-
gler, the worst film I have seen in a
long time. Yes it’s even worse than
Jimmy Hollywood! Someone took
Stephen King’s short story and
turned it into the worst disaster since
Lawnmower Man. To make matters
worse, they cast Robert Englund of
Freddy Krueger fame as a tough
cop. It is to laugh.

Then there’s The Hunted that
beyond bad martial arts film with
Christopher Lambert. It’s beyond
me why they gave Joan Chen sec-
ond to the top billing for a role that
did nothing but have sex in a hot tub
and then gets her head cut off. Wow
what acting talent that must have
taken.

As for In the Army Now... is
there really any Pauly Shore film
that’s not ugly? I didn’t think so,
either. The silly nit couldn’t act his
way out of a paper bag, if one end
was open. Of course, I think the
problem is that someone in Holly-
wood actually believes that the gov-
ernment would actually hire Pauly

Shore and Lori Petty as janitors let
alone members of our national de-

fense team.

Pret d Porter, my only excuse
for this piece of spooge is that some-
body smacked Robert Altman up-
side the head. Sure he was trying to |
say something about the shallow-
ness of the fashion world and that
really isn’t such a bad idea. After
all his biting satire on the film in-
dustry, The Player, was a hit. Maybe
writing a script could have helped.
I hope the reason for the film’s con-
voluted, non-existent plot was that
he didn’t bother to write a script. If
not maybe he should look for a job
as a writer for Saturday Night Live.

This brings me to another ugly

prospect: Saturday Night Live. Yes B

that once proud show that brought §
us Mr. Robinson’s Neighborhood
and Mr. Bill. That cornerstone of
satirical wit which lampooned ev-
eryone from Nixon to Barbara
Walters has now in it’s
twentysomethingth year been re-
duced to a pile of rubble that only
Jjunior-high drop outs and people
with the IQ of a garden fresh pea
can find amusing.

I do admit that every once in a
while the show would find some-
thing humorous. You can’t try that
hard and not find at least one thing
to make fun of well, but this bleak
hope for the show is demolished
when the new found laugh is played
into an early grave by weekly ap-
pearances on the show and feature
films. I mean when was the last time
you went to a SNL movie and
laughed? Wayne's World? The Blue’s
Brothers? It sure wasn’t It’s Par.
That little cheese platter sailed
straight to home video without a
backward glance.

Oh, but there’s Stuart Saves His
Family. I'm sure that will be a win-
ner. Oh yeah and I might marry
David Duchovny. It’s got to be just
what Hollywood needs a two-hour
film about a guy who's barely
stomachable for the duration of his
five-minute TV appearances.
What’s next The Greek Sauce Guys
movie, oh no wait I've got it, The
Sensitive Naked Man Movie. The
sensitive naked man can solve the
0.J. case. I'm sure that would win
an Oscar.

As for the most ugly, well Natu-
ral Born Killers takes the cake, but
you already knew that.
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