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FLU TAKES ToLL
ON STUDENTS

ver the last two weeks, there has been an increase in reports of
an influenza-like illness. Absenteeism has risen and this has
been associated with reports of this illness,” said Mr. John
Weston, chief of the Omaha Health Department's clinical services division.
He said normally there is a “four to six percent” absence rate, and now most
schools are reporting “15 to 20 percent of students absent.” He added, “Some
schools have as many as 25 percent of students absent.” He said this is a
higher absence rate than usual for this time of year. He said, “Reports from
virus labs [in Douglas county] have started reporting that they had positive
tests for type A influenza.” He said, “Physicians’ reports were showing an
influenza-like illness.” He added, “The influenza usually doesn’'t show up a lot
until January and February.”
Ms. Geraldine Hansen, assistant supervisor for Omaha Public Schools
Continued on page 4
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ould you be willing to spend extra
me and money to auppgrtar_e_cycung
gram at Central? - % *a
YES: 60% NO: 40%
205 Centralites were polled

S

because}
{recycling can be}
beneficial to our}
school.”
—Ed McCray
Senior

..b ;‘\ -
¥ J

"Yes, but it depends

 {was involved."

—Leslie Ellis

—Erica Corwin Freshman

Junio:

"No. It costs too {"We need to start
muchand not many thinking about our
/{ people buy recycled /%l environment."
{products.” —Mrs. Judy Storm
—Simone Thomas Special Education
Teacher

Register Staff

Editorinchief...............
Executive editor.......... :
Associate editors.................

seererenenen.JOSh CoOOpEr
.....LaVonya Watson

....Sean Chapman, Robert Harshbarger
Dawn Randall, Chris Thilgen

Editorial @ditor............cccoeeeieviiecinriinisseerssssssnns snennennene. K816 Rickerd
Assistant editorial editor.. ....Shawn W, Lanz
Entertainment editor...................... rreereneeenenneoo.BINA SWanson
Assistant entertainment editors..... ...Liz Lieben, Sean Rourke
Sports editor...........c.ccceueene JOR—— |l - T

Assistant sports editors.......Rachel Kozol, Joe Maginn, Thomas Rose
Business manager.... crtsrnennsseeseereeseessnseneensensanses NI JAMES
Business staff.............................Joanna Edwards, Cynthia Gamer

Diana Konyek, Meghan Lewis

Editorial columnist.............cccocoveviiniinnincnrircecseesnnenn.. OO Djureen
Entertainment columnist..... crrrnsanes e sesseeennnnens DUNCAN JOYNEF
Feature writers............. ...Todd Djureen, Mark Rosenquist
Chief photographer.................coccveveverenrrnnnnnne.... Kristen Steenberg
Tim Galligher, Cheryl Kulus, Robert Rouch
Reporters...................ceecucennnee.no... Andrea Davis, Laura M. Dunham
Duncan Joyner, Alexis Richards

Cartoonist...........ccoieeiienmesiseisenns Menice Blackman, Devin Ferguson
e e T oL T.M. Gaherty

The Central High Register seeks 10 inform ks readers accurately and fairly as 10 hems of
interest and imponance. Letters to the editor are welcomed; unsigned leflters will not be
printed. The Central High Register (USPS 097-520) is published semi-monthly except during
vacations and examination periods for $5 per year by Central High School, 124 N. 20 St.,
Omaha, NE, 68102. Second class postage paki al Omaha, NE. POSTMASTER: Send
ma—:—»nmu.c-mmsdm.mn.zom.,omne,um_m
wothe paid advertisements, the Register is sell-sufficient. To place an ad or to inquire
. Contact the business manager at 978-7100, ext. 346,

Yy ¥ W

Central High ReglaterE

DITORIALS

Unsigned art

of the Regist

As American forests are being cut down to
provide our country with the massive amounts of
paper products it consumes daily, the need for a
recycling plan is evident.

Today, recycling is more common than it was
ten years ago, but there are many problems with
establishing a feasible recycling program. As
seen through the recent problems that Omaha is
having with the “blue bag” and curbside pick-up
programs, establishing a recycling program is
not easy.

Central is presently involved with the problem
of creating a workable recycling project that will
benefit both the students and the stafl.

Omaha Public Schools were recently involved
in a recycling contract that they had with the
waste disposal company, B.F.1. Unfortunately,
the paper that B.F.1. had accumulated from this
program was too much to handle. There was no
market for recycled paper products because'the
demand is so low and there is a surplus of
recycled paper. So, B.F.l. withdrew from the

Smoking regulations unjust

Non-smokers and smokers have been at war
with each other since the day that cigarettes
were invented. Smokers feel that it is their right
tosmoke wherever they please, but non-smokers
say that it is just as much a right that they be
allowed freedom from the smoke-polluted air.

The Register staff does not promote smoking
in any way, but we feel that both of these points
of view are well-made and true.

We have in no way solved the problem by
segregation; as long as people continue to smoke,
there will always be the conflict between the die-
hard non-smoker and the chain smoker who
refuses to quit lighting up.

The Omaha Public School Board has attempted
to deal with the situation on a small scale by
forbidding students from smoking within the
school. They recognize the potential dangers of
smoking, and they know that it is their job to try
to provide us with a clean educational
environment, but what they do not realize is that
there will be smokers, whether they like it or not.

If a smoker is forbidden from smoking in a
certain place, he or she will simply find a different

Attendance policy confusing

As a result of the past fluctuation of the
attendance policy at Central, many students do
not know how to deal with their absences. For
example, students are often in the dark about
what does and does not count against their ten-
day absence limit.

In answer to this question, any absence from
class for any reason other than school-related
activities will count against a student. If the
student knows of an absence from school ahead
of time, he or she should bring a note to school
to notify the administration; any doctor
appointments will be handled by the nurse and
any ahsence due to personal complications will
be handled by the counselors, but all notes must
be received before 7:45 a.m.

An absence is considered unexcused if the
school is not notified by the parents. In the event

program, and OPS was forced to end the et g
of paper. ‘ Am
Much like the paper-recycling situation, the m*
no longer aluminum can recycling done at Cer.:n__'_iﬁ
Up until last year, the custodial stafl was recit .
the aluminum cans that were collected it o
courtyard. But, they were asked to stop collety g
the cans because the storage of these cans c ;g
various problems with pests in the building __
At the beginning of this school year. Cenl oo
environmental club, the Green Eagles. assi gy
the task of recycling aluminum cans themsd et
but due to the lack of support from students \ogg
were not able to continue this task. {
Currently, an agreement with W0 fang
organizations is being looked into. The \tas
setback is that we must produce 500 pountyp |
recyclable paper per week. ;
The Register staff stresses the importance
need for a recycling program at Central W
that if a recycling plan is established, all
students and staff will participate.

place to do it. In most educational facilitis
smoking lounge is provided for the faculty mer
who smoke, but students are expected to dowill
The Register staff would like to point out tha!
is unfair to the students who feel they “need
tobacco pick-me-up justas much as their teach
One possibility is to stop enforcing the
smoking policy outside of the limits of the build
This would allow students a place to go (o sil
their urge for tobacco without offending the r¢
the student body by sneaking off to the restr®
and it would also limit the responsibility o
faculty of dealing with these rule-breaking stuc
A second possibility is to forbid the faculty
smoking in the building as well. It would mak
students feel that they were being treated
more equally, and besides, the Omaha %
Schools would not be the first non-smoking wo
environment ever to be established. ;
Either way, the problem should be dealt

students and faculty?

of an unplanned absence, the parents of
guardians of the student must notify the atlent®
office during the day of the absence: if "
neglected, the student will be issued a blue 3%
card and will receive zeros for all work thal’
issued during the absence.

When returning from an absence, students
required to bring a note signed by his or her™
guardian that states the reason for the abs¢
which should be turned in to the attendance
in order to receive an admit to class. The st
must then have the admit signed by each (€%
whose class he or she missed.

If a student has been given permission 10 e
the building early, he or she must sign out
attendance office; if, because of illness, a I

must leave early, it is necessary to sign out in
nurse's office. -
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" Another Point of View 'ﬂd
elease of hostages brings joy

tie Rickerl
er six and one-half years in captivity, five western hostages who were being held
e Middle East were finally released on Wednesday, December 4, 1991.

many people, American foreign policy in the Middle East is very confusing. The
hge crisis merely added to the mysteriousness of the governments of these
ns. We could not understand the reasoning behind the capture of innocent
in beings.

five hostages whe were freed earlier this month were justifiably in the Middle
on business. Unfortunately, their presence in this area was at the wrong time,
Lame time that radical Muslim activists decided to go on an anti-Western
bage. These five men, and many other people who are being held captive in the
le East, had, in no way, provoked their capture beside the fact that they were
‘mers.

- American public was terrified with the first reports of their fellow countrymen
taken into seclusion by a group of people who were filled with a great hate for
'estern world. Heart-saddening stories of battered men who were often times
ied to cell walls for the majority of the day made their way back to frightened
ns of the U.S. The hostages and their unfortunate situation were continually
* hearts of many Americans the entire time of their captivity.

: events in the Middle East had a great influence on the American outlook of
n policy. The hostage crisis left most Americans fearful of Middle Eastern travel
Iso led them to have an unpleasant view towards politics in this area.

hough there still are many missing Westerners thought to be in the Middle East,
sreakthrough in the hostage crisis brings hope of a possibility to negotiations
e freedom of western country citizens. Now, with the release of the hostages,
icans are beginning to view the Muslim world in a different light. The captors
longer seen as evil people with motives of capturing, torturing and executing
rmers to frighten the entire world.

tead, they are understood to be an important factor in the development of
pful ties in the Middle East. I truly believe that the Iranians are taking a step
I to peaceful negotiations by finally releasing some of the Western hostages.

e timing of the release by the captors could not be more ideal. The five men, some
ling up to six years away from their families, were released during the holiday
pn1, a time filled with joy and hope.

pse men were given the one gift that the average American citizen takes for
ed, freedom. And, the entire Western world has benefited in one way from the
trophe of the hostage crisis; they are given the hope of establishing peaceful ties
he once bitter Middle Eastern countries in the new year.
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Opinion

Simply Polyester
Todd Djureen

I know everybody believes in them.
You do know what I'm talking about
don’t you? You know, those things that
are white-floating-figures-that-hide-in-
your-closet-and-scare-you-so-your-
hair-stands-on-end. In essence, ghosts.

Now I mean to tell you, I've had my fair
share of experiences with ghosts. Modern
ghosts have become highly advanced
and resemble nothing that looks like the
feeble attempts of a sappy little kid's
Halloween costume. I know this because
I have a pet ghost—his name is Elmer.

Elmer and I met in a very odd way.
One evening, | was sitting in the living
room doing my English homework, and
I had forgotten about the world around
me. [ sat quietly indulging in a bag of
pretzels and reading when I noticed that
the downstairs light started blinking off
and on. Quite peculiar, I thought, and
continued to read.

It stopped momentarily and soon began
again. I could not take it any longer—
I knew the light was trying to say
something to me. I got a pencil and
paper so I could follow the code. “Y-O-
U-R N-E-W F-R-1-E-N-D D-O-W-N S-T-
A-I-R-8," my paper read.

s N S A e S B |
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Now it may not be
that extreme, but we
need to realize that it

isn’t bad to let your
creative/imaginative
juices flow freely and

openly. Infact, let
them flow as if they
were a river, and sail
away babe.

Not thinking, I leaped off the couch
and ran downstairs. There he was, in
the doorway, wearing a large top hat.

The only noticeable feature on his
visage was the impish grin that went
from ear to ear. “ELMER,” was printed
across his shirt in large white letters.

He spoke no words. 1 went to get up
but I felt like a quadrapelegic trying to
run for help. I sat and stared at the
apparition for 20 minutes. The more I
looked the more details I saw. Elmer's
clothing turned from an endless black
to a flaming orange.

The next morning when I woke up,
there was no evidence of any such ghost.
Could it be that my mind conjured up
this character named Elmer?

Elmer comes to visit me every so often
now. He's a great delight. He never talks
back, he's not very loud, he doesn't talk
with his mouth full, and most of all he
listens to what I have to say. He's the
best friend a person could have (other
than Shag).

Some people say that Elmer is a figment
of my imagination. Well, well, well. SO
WHAT! Maybe my brain conjured up my
best friend. “I'm vain about my brain—
baby!™ I'm happy with the power my
brain is equipped with to create and
imagine new ideas. You might say that

Is creativity just a
1 ghost in our closet?

+Taken from the most awesome play, Body Leaks.

I'm a mover-and-a-shaker.

Let's say that Elmer is part of my]
creative instincts. Isn't that my point|
exactly? You can find comfort through
creativity.

I don't think that anyone particularly]
disagrees with me, but we must realize
the importance of creativity. It seems to|
me that sometimes an imagination tends
to get lost in the whirlwinds of science
and math. Oh, don't get me wrong, I
think science and math are great, but
isn't humanity just as important? Please
understand that I use the term humanity
very loosely in order to encompass a
broad spectrum. This especially includes|
imagination and creativity, but it also
covers art, writing, drama, etc. In fact,
there is humanity in everything that
people do. From farming to poetry to,
yes, even science. The question I ask]
you is, is there science or math in
everything people do?

I'm sure you could come up with some
sort of in-depth philosopy that there is
science in everything that people do.
When painting, the paint has some sort|
of oil base that will react a certain way to
the canvas, and the water used to clean
the brush acts as a catalyst. This may
be a logical explanation, but without the|
need for humanity there would be no
need for science and vice-versa. They
are ultimately dependent upon each
other.

It all boils down to the question, kind|
of like, which came first the chicken or
the egg but rather, which came first
sclence or humanity? HUMANITY!

Let's face it, without creative minds,
the movers-and-the-shakers, there
would be no innovation. I predict that
there would be no progression, and the
world would stop spinning and everybody
would croak—due to excessive boredom.
Do we really want to face a problem like
this on top of illiteracy, crime, rape, and
AIDS? (I'll tell you one thing, it will take
a creative mind to solve all of these
problems.)

Well, let me get straight to the point.
Humanity is part of a person'’s soul. 1]
think every person has stifled their
creative instincts sometime. “What will
people think? Will they think I'm too
bizarre and take me away in a white
jacket? Will people still like me? WILL
THEY LAUGH AT ME?" It's a form of]
censorship, but that's an entirely
different column for a different date.
The sad thing is, you're never wrong
when it comes to humanity.

We should use humanity to find
comfort, but rather, we reject ourselves
as societal freaks. Now it may not be
that extreme, but we need to realize that
it isn't bad to let your creative/
imaginative juices flow freely and openly.
In fact, let them flow as if they were a
river, and sail away babe.

1 just have so much to say about this
topic, but I know it's time to wrap it up
because my computer is shooting sparks
everywhere. Please send your thoughts
and feedback to room 315.

I honestly believe that this issue Is|
more important than it appears because
I think the world would be a much better
place if we were all a little more creative /
imaginative.

You might be asking yourself what
Elmer had to do with anything. He
further construes my point through
symbolic and actual situations. You
also might be asking yourself if Elmer
actually exists—some of you might not
think so.

4 (.
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Debate wins tournament

| Speech, Congress and Debate. The

annual Canned Food Drive November

brought in the most food. They were
given doughnuts and juice as a prize,

food,” said Student Council president

Maggie Boyle, senior. “That is the best
that Central has ever done.”

NEWS Driefs

League.

Urban :

November 30,
According to &
[Burrell, | h e Anfone Douglas

|Beautillionis a
| formal dance for black seniors. Kenya
Crandeil Benson senior, was crowned
e Beautillion and
I Burrell and Antone
“ehath rereived'
scholarships.

Antone  was
escorted by Repa
Bates, Central

seniar. and Bu_rrcil'_

Road show approa ""es

The ??'th annual Road Show tryouta
are rapidly approaching. Applicatlona
are due Friday, December 20, and
tryouts are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, January 7-9. Applicants
must attend the mandatmy meeling
Monday, January 6. The Road Show
wili be February 27-29, :

The debate team competed at the
Bull Creek Debate Tournament
December 13 and 14 in Atlantic, Jowa.
Students competed in three divisfons,

winners were Todd Djureen. senior,
Mary Campbell, junior, Thad Domina,
junior, Kelly Roberts, junior, Vanessa |
Strasdas, junior, and Erica C
junior. Thad Domina was | _5;
outstanding senator; the dcbatg eam
of Erica Corwin and Luisa Prior
junior, were undefeated in Varsi llcy.
debate: and the feam of Heath
Holland, senior, and Jeff Berg, junic
suffered only ane iﬂrsa in no vice ¢
‘debate, :
Mrs. Kris Bertch ia the deba

Honey Sunday a success

The contest between Centrai.
Westside and Millard North for the
school which sold the most honey on
Honey Sunday was won by Millard
North, whosetotal sales were $3,705.17.
Westside was second with $2,473.08,
and Central was third with $2,415.80.
The final totals on the event, which
benefited GOARC (Greater Omaha
Association for Retarded Citizens), was
between 43 and 45,000 dollars. “Thanks
Central,” said Mary Fischer,
representative for GOARC. “You saved
our lifel”

Canned food follow-up

The Student Council sponsored the

18-26. Pom Squad homeroom, 050,

“Central brought in 1,200 cans of

By Andred Davis, Dawn Randall, Alexis

Richards and LaVonya Watson

|
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Flies teach genetics

By Laura M. Dunham

Genetics with a twist. The AP
biology classes are learning about
genetics using fruit flies. “We are
studying the eye-color
chromosomes of the fruit fly. We
have both red-eyed and white-
eyed males and females. We are
mating the white-eyed females
with the red-eyed males to see their
off-spring. Then the students have
to predict what the off-spring will
look like,” said Mrs. Pat Wallington,
AP biology instructor.

The AP biology classes are
studying six chapters of genetics,
and one of the chapters deals with
human genetics. The students
learn aboul sex-linked traits,
dominant and recessive traits and
the chemical composition of DNA
and RNA.

The classes have faced a few
problems in their experiment,
some of the student have lost their
flies due to lack of water given to
the flies or fungus growing in the
viles. In one instance, there was a
vile of white-eyed flies stolen from
the biology room. “Canyou believe
someone
could someone do with flies?" said
Mrs. Wallington.

“This is not a 'fluff’ course. To be
in the class we recommend you
have completed chemistry, physics
and biology. I feel students need
it, and it also helps the students'
college expectations,” warned Mrs.
Wallington.

"The flies provide a good way to
see how genes are passed from
generation to generation,”
Rosetta Scholar, senior.

stealing flies? What

said

The miracle of life...Billy Ray 7w
senior, observes his breeding flies.
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{continued from page 1)

health services, said the schools that
contacted her have averaged “12-15
percent of students abse_ljlg T She
perce_nl then we figure there’s amajor
iliness going around.” She added
that the high absenteeism “seems to
be localized.,” She said the rash of
iliness “seemed to have started right
before Thanksgiving.”

Ms. Winnie Callahan, of the OPS
PublicInformation Services, said that
usually the OPS schools have absence
rates of five percent or less. “The
highestrate ataschool this vear was
20 percent, which occurred last
week.” She said that lately absence
rates have been running at 10 to 15
percent. “We have not had any
epidemic proportion [of absences]
that would call for a closing [of OPS
schools],” she said. She added, “We
donot have a policy that would close
schools when a certain percentage of
students are absent.

County Health Department said that
closing schools because of the flu
“wouldn’t be a good control measure”
to contain the spread of the virus
because “students wouldn’t stay in
their homes” and would go out in the
public where they could catch the
virus,

Ms. Barb Denman. school nurse,

sald there has bcen an lncrease in

Mr. John Weston of the Douglas

the number of students be.lng sent home
“Last week I sent home 24 on Monday, 25

onTuesday, and 24 on Wednesday. [Dec.

2-4]° She said, “It's a lot more
usual,” She added, “Almost all of them
[slck students who are sent home] are

_ sent home because of the fli. I'd call the
mother and she'd say she had Lhree mrs :

home with the flu.”
Ms. Esther Wageman, Central
attendancc secretary, said there has been

a rise in absenteeism at Central. “It

[absenteeism] Is considerably more than
it was.”

absent on Monday, December 9 out of
approximately 1825 Central students, She

added that some of those students came _

to school late.

Dr.Jack Lewis, Omaha physician, said

theinfluenza outbreak has been minimal
sofar, “There have beenvery few cases of
flu in Omaha.” He said, “There has been
a tremendous influx of people who are

sick with sore throats.” He said that

influenza is “getting too much publicity.”
‘He added that the publicity has caused a

rise in people wanting influenza sho
“We've given close to 1000 here in our

office [since the flu outbreak]. 'T‘hat.stwicg_; . 3symptoms begjn. and stay lhe"" ttla

what we usually get this time of year,”
Dr. Lewis said influenza shots at his
office cost $11. “A lot of places offer free

need flushots.” He said, *Only teens with

chronlc sickness and especlally lung_.'__ whilc restjng, they should callqda‘a}u

She said that 244 students were

- plenty of water and fruit juice.
flu shots, such as gerlamc centers.” He

said, “Anormal healthy teenager does not

'.'dlseasea such as asthma needt

them.” Usually Dr. Lewis does h@ﬁ
influenza shots to healthy ﬁ
because they do not need t‘m 1. F*m
flu shots take two to three wm

 protect the person from the virus. ‘rﬂﬁ

shots] only protects agalml the'y
1 the  ubsts

major {lu viruses that are is

_he said. The vaccine lasts for 2% dru

year. Dr. Lewis said the symptons Sha
mcludeasevemuppermspn atory i
~ According to the American !
Association Family Medical ©
influenza is caused by :
spreads from one person !0 a¥
through coughs and sneezes. e
enters the upper part of the rospi?
system through the nose cr U'isee
Symptoms of influenza inc!ds ‘olice
fever, sneezing, headache and ¢
throat. Usually these symplom g
followed by a dry hacking couh. ‘-?_|I
usually lasts three to five d.zy*- :
According to the guide. sin¢

caused by a virus, no aILlLLOL

 effective against it. The virus mus
1ts course. Those who know they!

3
the flu should go to bed as soon® mg

Also, they should take aspirin and " Th
erio

“The guide also said if the fever [29

~ more than threc to four days. or'

person infected becomes short ol bﬂm}'

k% Zero Hour classes

——ay |

— omj

S call

v enr

1nala

.-.Tllesdgy 'Ja-n'uary 14 Wednesday January 15 Thursday Januar‘ ffg,
dd Day Even Day OddDay T

O 7:00- 7:41 Regular | O 7:00- 7:41 Re - \\1‘“’

- - gular | | O 7:00- 7:56 EX:

HR 7:45- 7:56 Regular| | HR 7:45- 7:56 Regular | | HR 7:45. 7:56 RL‘EUIﬁa‘;
1 8:00- 8:29 Regular 1 8:00- 9:00 EXAM | | 1 8:00- 8:35 Regul

2 8:33. 9:02 Regular 2 9:04- 9:29 Regular 2 8:38. 9:38 EXAVR

3 9:06- 10:06 EXAM 3 9:33- 9:58 Regular 3 9:42-10:17 Re “1“ncvu
4 10:10- 10:39 Regular 4 10:02-11:02 EXAM 4 10:21-10:56 Regul

S 10:43 - 11:09 Regular § 11:06 - 11:32 Regular S 11:00 - 11:28 EXAMARS

6 11:13 - 11:39 Regular 6 11:36 - 12:02 Regular 6 11:32- 12:00 EXAV o

7 11:43 - 12:09 Regular 7 12:06 - 12:32 Regular 7 12:04 - 12:32 FM“aru

8 12:13- 1:13 EXAM 8 12:36- 1:09 Regular 8 12:36- 1:16 Regu/tt

%, L17- 1:46 Regular 9 1:13- 2:13 EXAM 9 1:20- 2:03 Regul™™

1:50 - 2:50 EXAM 10 2:17 - 2:50 Regular 10 2:07- 2:50 Regul¥pn

will meet through the homeroom period on Thursday, January “’Ml

_.-/
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A.R.E. to stay drug-free NEWS briefs
tudent role models for fifth graders

aVonya Watson

hiways wanted to talk kids out of
gdrugs and to make them believe
emselves,” said Burrell Williams,
r, arolemodel for D.A.R.E. (Drug
¢ Resistance Education). The
R.E.programis asubstanceabuse
‘ntion program targeted at the
and sixth grade levels, according
icer Dianna Zouch of the Omaha
e, who has worked with the
ram for three years.

ntralites Kerry Coughlin, junior,
Hovde, senior, Sharrone Travis,
or, Tristian Walker, senior,
nva Watson, senior, and Burrell
ims, senior, are role models for
RE.

cording to Officer Zouch, high
ol students talk with D.A.R.E.
ents to show them they can
essfully go to high school and not
wolved in drugs and gangs and  *Do gl students in high school use drugs ?"..kim White, senior, talks
be popular. “Most importantly, .

shool students show that high with students at Catlin  Elementary about drugs and alcohol.

~ Inresponse tohis feelings on winning
_ the writing contest, Willie said, “It's

grading
illie’s story dﬁ."'t:ilt});ﬁasia ina

terinary clinic, was chosen among
tes from high schools across th

sigeqieiq Jajiuuer
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R.E. role model, feels that beinga uniformed police officers. Itisa 17-week

c According to Officer Zouch, D.A.R.E. during fifth hour and part of sixth
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e officers,” she said. “Kids that Even in high school people still follow in all 50 states.
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r software  Central students host | -
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By Alexis Richards

It seems kind of odd that a large number of Central's
students leave Central to take their classes. As odd as
this may seem, this is exactly what happens with the
help of a place called Career Center.

The Career Center is a program that offers students
a chance to work in different areas of study that their
school does not offer. The program has nine different
fields of study: radio/television broadcast journalism,
autoservice, auto fundamentals, auto body, mechanics,
digital electronics, printing, photography, and academy
of finance. The classes are divided into three different
periods. Period A runs periodsland 2, period B runs
from 3rd to 5th, and period C runs from 7th through
9th. The students receive four credits per year, per
course.

Mr. Marvin Decker, Career Center principal, said,
“This Center opens up opportunity forall OPS students.”
According to Mr. Decker, the Career Center is
technologically advanced. He added that the Career
Center is ranked nationally among high school
vocational programs.

Many Central students take advantage of this
opportunity. Michelle McCune, senior, takes the
academy of finance course period B. This is a two year
course in which the students learn banking, computers
and investing. Also, in the summer, the students take
an internship at a local bank. Michelle said that she
really enjoys the class. “It's a really great program. You
get a chance to meet a lot of people that can help you
after high school.” Michelle said that the only bad part
about taking the Career Center is that she had to
sacrifice some electives.

Phil Taylor, senior, is enrolled in digital electronics
period C. This class deals with the theory and operation
of different electronic devices such as DC and AC

Features

Students begin futures at Career Cente
H Centralites gain experience in real world

circuits, semi-conductors, and linearintegrated circuits.
Phil is enrolled in the second-year class which deals
with basic digital devices and circuits. Phil goes to the
Career Center because, "I am going to take the things
1 am learning and apply it to my future career choices.”

Robert McLaughlin, senior, takes radio/television
broadcast journalism period A. This television section
of the class teaches one how to work at and in a
television station, how to be a broadcast anchor, and
how to be a director. The radio section teaches the
students about live broadcasting, how to operate a
radio booth and other fundamentals. Rob is planning
on making radio broadcasting his career. The only
setback according to Rob, is that he has to be at school
earlier.

Jennifer Becerra, sophomore, takes photography 1-
2, period A. This class teaches the students to take
“quality basics of photography. Jennifer decided to
take this class just for a hobby. “If I discover I am good
at it[photography], then maybe I will go into it as a
career.” According to Jennifer, the class is not cheap.
“You have to pay a fee at the beginning of the year, and
you also have to pay for film and paper."

Gina Gomez, junior, is alsoa photography 1-2 student
period A. "At first I just took photography for fun, but
now I am thinking about it as a career." After taking a
tour of all the facilities, Gina thinks that she may want
to take radio/ television broadcast journalism also.

Chris Becerra, junior, takes photography 3-4 period
B. In the advanced classudents are taught how to use
a R-Z camera and a portait camera, using 120 mm film.
Chris said he likes the laid-back pace. "We all basically
work at our own pace and are taught through
experience.” Chris also likes the teachers there. "The
teachers are great, and they help you gain valuable
experience."

Standifer looks forward to creative career

From coach to cartoonist

By Mark Rosenquist

“You gotta have art,” the saying goes. For Mr. Stan
Standifer, Central High gym teacher, this means drawing
cartoons.

“Whenever I have a spare moment I'm always drawing
or doodling a character.” Mr. Standifer added that he
draws cartoons “whenever the moment hits me."

His favorite character to draw is a bear. “I've been
trying to improve on the bear for 30 years,” Mr. Standifer
said. “l use people in my cartoons, also. I draw most
everything.”

Mr. Standifer's “one general character is the bear,”
but he “tries to surround him with other animals in a
forest type situation.” Among these animals are dogs,
cats and rabbits. “I do use captions or balloons
depending on what my mood is,” he said. “I make them
talk to each other.”

M r . P Standifer
keeps all his - G cartoons. |
keep them in - my folders, on
my desk and in drawers. |
just  keep t h e m
everywhere. | never throw
them away."

“I've been drawing since
I was a Q student at
Horace Mann 3 Junior High,"
he said. “By > looking at
cartoons and & comic strips 1

tried to teach myself how to

draw.” He added, “I got
excited about drawing.”

Mr. Standifer said, I like drawing because it's very
relaxing. It's very enjoyable."

He said that drawing “is a hobby right now,” but he
plans on getting more involved in it after he retires from
teaching. *I hope to get some of them [the cartoons]
published,” he said. “I'm going to use words and maybe
make a comic strip.” He plans on getting into either
advertising, merchandising or illustration.

Mr. Standifer is advancing his cartoon drawing skills
in different ways. “Right now I'm taking classes and
trying to learn as much as I can about techniques.” He
added, "I look at every cartoon in the newspaper and |
ask questions to professionals in the field."

“I'have cartoon videotapes, books: anything [ can get

A, LS
Mr. Standifer

L\

Mixed mascots... Mr. Standifer's one general
character is the bear,

my hands on to improve my skill and techniques,” Mr
Standifer said. “I've bought two videos from ont;
professional cartoonist,” he added. “I'm practicing as
often as I can to develop my technique and style.”

Mr. Standifer has not talked to any nattonal
cartoonists, but he has taken classes under Mr. Bill
Johns, an Omaha professional cartoonist.

December 19, 19
Central High Reg;

J
|

Monitoring the show...Kevin Armstrong o3
up from leaming about television productt’ 1
radio/ television broadcasting 1-2 at the Co:

Center.

‘Role mode
will counse:

By Laura M. Dunham

Ms. Sharie Jorgensen is a new addition to Ce!
counseling staff. She is the replacement for Mr. 5%
Meen, who has been promoted to Guidance Dit?
She inherits all of the students with names beg?
with A, and D through G, with the exception of &

Ms. Jorgesen was working at Bryan Jr. High®
before she accepted the job at Central as a gui
counselor. She taught human growth and devoly®
and home
economics.  She
was also active in
the Youth-to-
Youth and PPC
programs, and the
Drug Prevention
Team.

Ms. Jorgensen's
interests include;
golf,  dancing,
acting, singing,
and spending time
with her friends.

She has wanted
to be a guidance
counselor since her
sophomore year in ;
high school. “When I was a sophomore at Burk' |8
guidance counselor was my role model, and | ¢ 4
that T wanted to be a counselor too. 1 like i
students, and I relate well. [ want to provide a go* §
model, help students by using the experience | 3
gained,” said Ms. Jorgensen. :

She would describe herself as creative, enthis
organized, empathetic, open. honest, direct. enet
and a good listener., '

“I believe in the positive side. I give oul "8
fuzzies” to congratulate my students on doing son¢’
good,” Ms. Jorgensen said, * | decorated my ofl°g
show my beliefs; prevention of involvement i1
andalcohol, and teen pregnancy. [ have one boar
tells the students a bit about me. The other one 1** 8
to be my “brag-board,” that will be a place to sh?"
accomplishments of my students.”

Ms. Jorgensén
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e General Education Development
aquickoreasy solution to problems
hool,” said Mr. Bob McMeen, head
ance counselor.

e GED is a program set up for
ents unable to complete the
ssary requirements of a high school
ation. In order to take the course a
ent must be 18-years-old and wait

has sucessfully completed the series of

Omaha Public Schools adult high school
diploma or a state of Nebraska high
school diploma.

“A GED is not advisable, said Mr.
McMeen. The only time I recommend a
student look into the program, is if that
student is over the
age of 18 and is ¢¢

McMeen, the GED
is not advisable,
sometimes it is
necessary. “Some
people just don't

_cope well with the
basic atmosphere
of public schools,” said Mr. McMeen.

_ “Seldom do we advise a GED; usually
it's the student's idea,” said Dr. G.E.
Moller, principal. He said, “Sometimes

it might be the

best way to go,

b a series of five different tests in the
s of writing, social studies,
preting literature and the arts,
ematics, and science.

e tests focus on general skills and
prtant concepts that might be used
reryday situations, rather than on
ability to recall specific facts. The
ests are taken individually and may
1ken in any order.

ter a student in the GED program

tests, the student is then eligible for an |

make it anywhere
without it nowadays.

-Chad Demers
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it just depends on the circumstances.”

According to Dr. Moller, day schools
doalot better jobof educating a student;
however some colleges will still accept a
GED.

Chad Demers isone of the many former
Central High students that is planning
to obtain a GED. *I was supposed to
graduate last
year, but I did

| their class graduates. The course unable to obtain not have enough
eredat varying timesduringtheday  enough credits to s § credits,” said
ght and is avallable at 38 different  graduate.” It's important to be' Chad.  Chad
ions. Although, educated. You can't returned to
obtain a GED the student must  according to Mr. Central thisyear

to try to obtain
the necessary
credits he
needed,
However,
99 according to
Chad, he was
unabie to make it to semester. Because
of a sickness, he missed more than the
ten days allowed.
Chad is planning to take the five tests
to obtain his GED. I plan to further my
education at college,” said Chad.

7

etting GED ‘not advisable’ but sometimes necessary

“I dropped out because I was going to
spend more time in high school than I
wanted to,” sald Landis True, former
Central High senior.

According to Landis. he would have to
spend another year at Central to obtain
the required credits. Landis is planning
to take the tests as soon as possible and
to further his education at Metro Tech.

“The older you get the harder it is to go
back,” said Rodney Gomez, former
Central student. Rodney attended
Central in 1985, for a semester, after
transferring form South High. “I was
three credits short of getting a high
school diploma. When | was going to
school, it was only required to have 36
credits to graduate,” said Rodney.

“I tried to attempt to go back at night
to get the credits, but it was difficult
when everyone else there was younger
than I was,” said Rodney.

Rodney just recently obtained his GED
and and is attending classes at the
Nebraska College of Business.

“It's important to be educated, you
can't make it anywhere without it
nowadays,” said Chad Demers.

Card business a success
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business man with his collection... Tim Petersen
with his favorite and most expensive cards.

WE WANT TO GIVE YOU

By Alexis Richards

Imagine, making money with
a business you created and
having fun too. This is what
Tim Petersen, senior, does with
his baseball card business.

Pand H cards is the business
that Tim and a friend started
over four years ago. Because
the partners could not work
out their differences, Tim
started running the company
himself. “The company began
to ruin our friendship, so he
decided to drop out and I took
over.”

Weekend card shows are
where Tim does business. An
example of one of these shows

is the monthly card show at
Holiday Inn. Tim competes with
40 to 50 other dealers. “l don't
have any overhead like a shop
to pay for, so | can usually give
buyers the best deal.”

By setting up a table and
using the phrase “Buy,sell or
trade”, Tim's company brings
in about $2,000 a month. “You
have to get connections and
work with dealers,” Tim said, “I
work with other dealers alot, so
I have an option that others
don't.”

Tim said that he has been
interested in baseball cards
since he can remember. “I have
a collection of close to two

million cards.” His collection
consists of all kinds of cards,
but his most valued are the
50's and 60's baseball cards. “I
have about 20 or 30 cards that
are worth $1,000 each.”

He also deals with all other
sports cards and trading cards
such as Simpsons cards,
Snoopy. and The Little
Mermaid. According to Tim,
"You name it they make it."”

Although Tim has many
reasons for running this
business, he says his main
reason is not money. *I do it
mostly for the enjoyment. But it
helps that I don't have to get
another job.”

Teachers exercise for health, fun

A $70,000 SCHOLARSHIP.

Be one of the more

By Andrea Davis

un 1,000 high school
*ntors headed for

Mlege on a full scholar-
up, paid for by the U.S.
avy.

See il you can qualify
ra Naval Reserve
lficers Training Corps
ROTC) Four-Year
ollege Scholarship

hich pays your tuition,
*xtbooks, and fees at

e ot over 60 top
olleges, plus pays you
nallowance of $100 a
onth for up to 40
ionths,

All o1 that could total
re than $70,000. '
After graduation be commissioned a Navy officer and enjoy
¢ advanced education benefits and other opportunities offered
1any of the Navy's high-tech fields.

NROTC scholarships are highly competitive, and applications
1ust be submitted early. Your SAT or ACT test scores must be
‘leased to the Navy if you apply. For more information, call:
LT Steve Leahy, Iowa State University - NROTC

1-800-262-3810(Iowa) *ask for Dept. of
l"3‘00—243’-3‘5‘65(e:n.;t:sicl«: Towa) Naval Science

AVY ROTC i soecdancad

“I had open heart surgery four years ago,”
said Assistant Principal Dick Jones, “and I've
been exercising since I got out of the hospital.”
Mr Jones is one of the many people on the
Central staff who have found a need to exercise.
He walks three miles in Central's halls after
school five times a week. “Walking is a very
popular thing right now,” said Mr. Jones.

John Waterman, Central math department
head, also walks after school with teachers
George Grillo, history teacher, and Gary Kubik,
science teacher, and lifts weights in addition to
that. *I need a regular routine to lose weight,”
said Mr. Waterman. “The winter is a hard time
for me to be active because I don't like the cold.”

Instead of walking, some teachers have
organized an aerobics class to get their exercise.
The class that was started last year by Carena
Eure started again and has been meeting for a
month. “It motivates me to exercise on my own
on the off days,” said Nita Merrigan-Potthoflf
English teacher, who also walks after school.
“We're all planning to lose the weight we're going
to put on over the holidays.”

The class has 10 people and is taught by
Jenny Hathoot, senior, “l wanted to geta job last
summer as an aerobics instructor, but I was
told that I needed experience,” said Jenny. Jo

. Dusatko, gym teacher, arranged for Jenny to
teach the class. “She’s an excellent teacher,”
said Mrs. Merrigan-Potthoff. “It's all a lot of
fun.”
For some teachers, though, exercise is not a
recreational activity. “It's work to me,” said Mr.
Jones. “I don't exercise out of sheer enjoyment,

sniny |Kieyg

One, two, three, four... Ms. Marrigan-
Potthoff stretches in her aroebics class.

but because I feel  have to.” To improve his health,
Mr. Jones has also quit smoking. Although he is
improving his health, he does not preach to others.
“I'm not a crusader,” said Mr. Jones. “And I'm not
a fanatic.”

Mr. Waterman exercises as a trade-off for eating
less. *I exercise since it is more difficult to control
what I eat,” sald Mr. Waterman. “I should do both
but I don't have enough discipline.”
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