_.Ii___,lu'me 105 No. 4

R

NSIDE
DDAY'S
DITION

e

RENALIN YOU CAN
AR... Central seniors
ignT-shirtsthat depict
or and excitement.
enalin Wear finds
rket at Central.

pe 5.

L i}

PUR BANDS, FO
PURS, THREE BUCKS..
pNtral students to
rform at the Magic
irpet Room.  Genetic
rowbacks, Prairie
ants, Morality Play,
Days Wonder to play.
ge 8.

94 AND COUNTING...
glvin Jones, NU I-back,
Pts Nebraska rushing

d touchdown records.
egister interviews

alvin, a Central grad.
Hge 12,

\Iso inside...

GISTER STANCE...
torials: Dirty bathrooms

' p;rklng lot vandalism.
e 2.

ADY FOR THE

ILL?...Hints for getting

I car conditioned.
Je 4,

NTROVERSY...Over
°"5“*3'°rv program.
es.

EWAY wg WERE,

EWAY wg ARE... The

tory of Central and
ent likes/dislikes.

e 6-7,

.. _monitors where the .

R 1

The Central High

EGISTER =

Omaha, Nebraska

The answer: Brandon Steenson, sophomore

Who advances in Jeop

By Christopher Thilgen

A piece of Hollywood blew into Omaha
November 15-17. Alex Trebek. host of the
gameshow “Jeopardy!”, was here tooversee
the regional teen tryouts for the show.

Every year the show has a week-long
teentournament. To find the contestants,
the show has three to four regional
competitions and narrows all of the
applicants down.

Omaha, along
with Los Angeles,
Washington, D.C.
and New Orleans,
was selected for the
regional
competitions this
year.

Some Central stu-
dents participated
in the competition.

Emily Hooi,
senior, said that
they had questions
ranging from
geography to rock
and roll. She said,
*It was just like the
show; they had

question would
appear, and at the
same time, Alex

‘spunjab.” Mike finished by saying that
both he and Emily are going to keep trying
until they make the show.

Emily said that people came from all
over the country to try out for this. She
said, “There was a guy sitting next to me
from Duluth, Minnesota."

The requirements for contestants stale
that the contestant must (1) be enrolled in
high school, and (2) must be under 18 as

Since 1886
The oldest
school paper
west of the
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show and he said he was. “They pulled me
up and said ‘You're going to be on TV with
Alex Trebek." They gave me about three
minutes. | wasa little disappointed because
it didn't seem to accomplish anything,”
said Mike.

Mrs. Kovarik said, “I was a little
disappointed that everybody couldn't be
on camera, but I think Mike did a very good

job.”

“Mr. Trebek took
the opportunity to
talk to everybody,
and mosl were glad
to meet him,” she
said.

The nervousness
that Mrs. Kovarik
felt up to that day
was intense. “I was
worried that
something would go
wrong that would
make us look bad,”

she said.
“Once [ met him,
however, | was

relaxed. He didn't
know what was
going onwgitherabut
he said “We will
figure it out.™

Mr. Trebek was

Cheryl Kulus

Trebekreadit. After remarkably calm
he read the ' amidst the constant
question, each @i ' ‘ clamour for
applicant had ten autographs and
seconds towritethe Al@X Trebek, host of Jeopardy!, has the answers...Trebek speaks to people talking to

answer down on a2 Academic Decathlon team m

piece of paper.” -

Brandon Steenson, sophomore, qualified
for the show. He said, “The next step is |
wait until after Thanksgiving.” He said
that the show reviews all of the qualifiers’
applications. Then they create a group of
15 kids who are from different parts of the
country and different ages. “If [ won the
the grand prize of $25.0001 think I would
save quite a bit of it for college.”

Mike Rolleigh. junior, also tried out. He
said, “The test consisted of 50 questions:
to qualify you had to get 35." Mike was
upset when he found out he received a
score of 34. He said. *I can't believe I
missed Sputnik [the first man-made
satellite to orbit the earth); I put down

of February of 1992.

While in town, Mr. Trebek made a short
stop at Central on the 15th. He was here
to do a small television interview with the
Academic Decathlon Team.

Mrs. Dee Kovarik, Decathlon sponsor,
said, “KMTV-3 called me a week before
and said they would like todo an interview
with Alex Trebek and the Decathlon team.™

She did not have any idea what the
interview was going to be about. She said
that she believed that the station was
trving to promote the show which airs at
4:30 on KMTV-3.

Mike said that when the TV crew arrived.
they asked ifanyone was trying out for the

embers Mike Rolleigh, Sarah Moss and Kristy Kun.

him; even after one
parent rushed into
the room and asked him to sign her son's
report card. She felt the need to make a
comment on the way he pronounces words
on the show. Her comments were not very
flattering. Regardless. he signed the card
and sent her on her way with a smile.
When asked by Mrs. Pegi Georgeson,
Central drama teacher. how he was able to
retain so much of the information he has
quizzed people on over the vears, he
responded, “That's because | are smart.”
According to Mr. Trebek. they film five
shows a day and are currently filmed
through mid-January. He said that this
allows him to take a few weeks off every
once in a while to spend time with his wife.

New improvement committee sets goals

By Josh Cooper

For the first time at Central
an improvement committee
has been created, made up of
administrators. department
heads. parents and students.
The newly formed 1991-1992
Central High School
Improvement Committee has
met a total of four times during
October and November.
Committee members have
formulated six goals to be

accomplished this school year

and in future school years.
“Dr. Norbert Schuerman
[OPS superintendent] directed
all schools to implement such
a committee, His suggestions
over the years became an
order,” said Dr. G. E. Moller,
Central High principal.
According to Dr. Moller, the

purpose of the committee is “to
discuss specific strategies for
implementing goals. We must
keep trying to improve our

© program. There will always be

more effective ways of doing
our job, which is teaching.

“Changing a bureaucratic
system such as a school is
cumbersome and can be
discouraging to some people. 1
am very appreciative of people
willing to give time to
committees. They tell me I'm
interested in helping Central.’
I admire people like that,” said
Dr. Moller.

“We encourage non-staff
candor at meetings,” said Dr.
Moller. He wants parents’ and
students’ -contributions,
suggestions, ideas. questions
and criticism.”

“The strategies [for reaching
goals] are not just “hot air.” 1
respect committee members’
integrity. We will do our best
toreach our goals. It may take
some time, but we will try,”
Moller said.

The committee came up with
six goals to be accomplished
this yearand in future years at
the third meeting of the new
improvement committee held
November 13.

The goals are: 1. Remodel
room 245 into three classrooms
and improve ventilation in the
room. 2. Construct resource
rooms for certain departments.
3. Improve race relations. 4.
Focus on needs of non-college
bound students. 5. Market
Central's successes. Do a
better job of promoting Central.

6. Modernize the library.

“It's important for parents
and teachers to take a look at
improving the school,” said
Mrs. Edi Pierce. PEP board
president-elect. and mother of
Ben Pierce. junior. She is a
committee member.

“Centralison theright track.
It's always healthy, however,
to look for improvements. The
more closely vou look at it from
different angles. the more
sucessful vou are, | hope the
committee is reallyabletocome
up with concrete things to
make a difference.” said Mrs.
Pierce.

“It's nice to have a plan for
the school vear to improve
things,"” said Kim White, senior
and student council member,

(Continued on page 4)
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(What do you feel are the
most troublesome problems
with Central's restrooms?

They're dirty and}
all of the smokers
litter their cigarette
butts."”

—Dave Lopez
Senior

People smoking.
like you're
Joverwhelmed with

Freshman

The doors don'
|stay shutl and the
{locks are broken
= [r."

—Denna Hodges

Junior

"They are much too|
small: it's like you'ref
crammed in there.

—Sarah Gleason :

)
"l hear complaints |
that they are dirty}
and there are no

oors on the stalls.

—Mrs. Denman
School Nurse

G

"The cigarettes and
tobacco productsin |
the tloilets and the}
vinegar smell.” :
—Matthew Conn
Senior
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Sanitation a growing concer

If anybody has ever used the restrooms at
Central or has taken a drink out of the water
fountains around school, he/she will agree that
these facilities are unsanitary or inadequate for
their purpose.

It is truly disgusting when one bends down to
take a drink of water and finds chewing gum,
chewing tobacco or even coffee stains in the
drinking fountain. To many students, the
uncleanliness of the fountains is repulsive.
People should not dispose of their trash in the
drinking fountains, but the custodial staff could
also make more ofan effort to keep these facilities
clean.

In addition to Central's drinking fountains
being unclean, the restrooms are also unsanitary
for students to use. We realize the fact that most
of the uncleanliness of the restrooms is a result
of student use. The ideal solution to this problem
would be to ask students not to be so messy and
to put their trash in the trash cans. But, more
realistically, it will take a bit more work from the
custodians to provide clean restrooms for
Central students.

Vandalism causing problems

Vandalism is a universal problem faced by
society today. Simply by looking at the world
around us, it is apparent that people have a very
blatant disregard for the integrity of the
environment that we live in. Everyday somebody
defaces a public restroom, street sign, tree or
sidewalk with their name or their proclamations
of undying love.

Can't people tell that this is far from funny,
helpful or attractive? Not only that, but it is
plainly and simply immature.

Vandalism, in and of itself, is merely a self-
centered cry for attention. Those who are guilty
of it never take the time to realize the serious
effects that it can have on the appearance,
abilities and emotions of the victims.

Society quite often condemns teens because of
the f[requency of their involvement with
vandalism. For example, one of the most popular
weekend activities is toilet-papering the house of
afellow student or disliked teacher. Is it Jjust that

Counselor deserves

The Register stafl would like to thank Mr.
Harry Forehand for his excellent job as head
guidance director at Central for the past year. We
wish him the best of luck in his new job as the
assistant principal/athletic director of Bryan
High School.

Mr. Forehand was truly a great influence on
many student: . As the head guidance director,
he did a good job of informing students of
Important college application information,
financial aid and college testing deadlines.
Those Central students who worked with Mr.
Forehand truly benefited from his dedication to
his job. Mr. Forehand took the time to seek out
students rather than waiting for them to come to
him for help.

Although the guidance center is mainly used

Uncleanliness is not the only probicm wi
restrooms. Another evident problem wiliof
restrooms is that it is a common place for siufh
to smoke, despite the fact that using i
products is prohibited on school grounds andga
smoke is offensive to both smoking and ymbin:
smoking students alike. It is terrible tha:reent
non-smokers have to battle their way throuzmates
smoke to merely use the restrooms. Thes

In addition to cigarette smoking, chewing tcif elth
in Central's restrooms also causes a probl:3CKgE
the students. Some students who chew tian=el
often dispose of it in the bathroom sinks c:reent
drinking fountains. In the

In many cases, there are no doors i€y ca
bathroom stalls or mirrors on the walls. Altuden
some restrooms, there is no soap, toilel JATTY @
locks on the doors or functioning soap dispAothe
and hand dryers. Most of these problems:Mamn
be fixed by replacing the broken items
installing the items that the restrooms are lac=0Pi&

The Register feels that Central sludenlsw
the right to use a clean restroom with all
conveniences a modern restroom should h

Omaha has nothing better to offer teens int
of entertainment on the weekends? In the
city. is there not some other activity that cou
destructively amuse teenagers? |

Even Central has been hit hard by this sens¢
Several students have rep
problems with vandalism in the student par
lotas well as the O.E.A. parking lot. They areV
with the fact that the types of vandalism that§
taken place in these lots were permitted to hap
The truth is, it is the students’ responsibil
take care of their property, but it is als0
students who are defacing it.

Evidently, these vandals think that what!
aredoing tothe school, its students and its inte
is funny. Of course, painting the sidewalks
putting “For Sale" signs on the school lawn d
tend to uphold the respect that Central has acqV
over the years. Furthermore, how can we ©
society to change the stereotypes that it has
upon teenagers if they continue to feed it?

contact with many Central students of all é
levels. As a counselor, Mr. Forehand he
students work out problems related to scho®
well as conflicts at home.

National Honors Society.
involvement with the student body clearly s
his generosity of his time toward Central stud¢

Mr. Forehand deserves recognition from C¢
students, parents and staff members.
Register commends him not only for his st
work as a counselor, but also for setting
standard of excellence from which the counst
center will continue to operate.
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Opposing Points of View?d

pntrol of guns too strict

ot leasible that a government policy could completely control the sale of guns.
rld is filled with numerous resources where people can obtain illegal objects
{ the consent of “Uncle Sam.”

uld be a waste of lime and money to try to control something so vast, when
ney could be put to a more practical use, such as education or the homeless.
1in question is, how does anyone propose to control the sale of guns? And how
it be taken befoie il invades our basic rights?

not saying that people who are concerned for their safety should be grouped
same category as criminals. In a situation where owning a gun would decide
r a person lives or dies, an unneccessary waiting period would be fatal.

1 situation is different therefore, they should be handled differently. 1 would
nt someone taking my right to decide whether or not I want to protect myself
1e sick people of the world.

e government wants to take this right away, then the Constitution means
¢ to the American people.

n control a necessity

drea Davis

led; three of them died. Their killer, an ex-postal worker who had been fired,
shot himself in the head. The most frustratling aspect of this incident was that
»stal workers in this oflice expected this to happen, but really had no way (o
't themselves from the attack. The ex-postal worker had said many times that
lost his job., someone would lose their life.”

989, there were 200 million guns in circulation. Sixty-six million of these were
runs, which are responsible for more deaths than all of other types of guns
ined. In 62 percent of all murders, 21 percent of aggravated assault, and 33
1L of robberies, guns are the weapons used. Twenty-eight percent of prison
es said they had bought firearms over the counter.

se slatistics show that murder and other crime could be drastically reduced
her outlawing certain types of guns or having a seven day waiting period and
round check before the sale of a gun. Of course, this doesn't mean that all
clated crime would be entirely wiped out, but crimes committed by the 28
it ol prison inmates who bought guns over the counter would be eliminated.
he recent National Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 20 percent of the students said
arried a weapon to school with them; 21 percent of those weapons were guns.
nis need to feel safe when they are at school. If students know people at school
guns, they may feel that they will need one also to insure their safety. This is
er problem that gun control could help solve.

ny anti-gun control people will argue that the Bill of Rights gives them the
‘ge of “bearing arms.” But this was written in the days of the colonies when
¢ often relied on wild game for food and later for defense from the French and
sh. People now have supermarkets to get food [rom and the military to defend
hor

at

o[ |

Letters to
the Editor

.

""" . Student Council

uture?
e ROT.C. Dcpmﬁncnt would be-_
fual i next timethcsubjct:twmxid be
researched
Sincere!
“Dawn

Black H!story Progrm chaneed

;hots rang out in a Detroil post office on November 14, 1991, (en people fell

Simply Polyester

Todd Djureen

“Hey Shag, I'm back from my vacation.
Did you get my postcard?”

“Yeah,"” said Shag with a my-pet-that-
I've-had-since-I-was-two-got-ran-over-
by-a-car-yesterday voice.

“What's wrong dude?” I inquired in
hopes to find a solution to his problems.

Shag cried, “Magic has HIVI”

( DO NOT INTEND TO BORE YOU
WITH AN ARTICLE ABOUT MAGIC
JOHNSON AND HIS EPIDEMIC THAT
HAS ALREADY FILLED THE PAPERS.
MY SOLE PURPOSE IS TO FURTHER
CONSTRUE MY POINT THROUGH
SYMBOLIC AND ACTUAL SITUATIONS.)

“Oh,” I replied knowing that I could
not solve his or Magic's problem.’

I know that Shag is not close buddies
with Magic Johnson, and I know that
HIV is a serious illness, but should Shag
actually be distraught? My answer is
“NoI”

First of all, the disease in general, it
chaps my hide. In normal
circumstances, people diagnosed with
HIV or AIDS are labled as homosexuals.
(Can 1 say that word in a high school
paper?)

These people then spend the rest of
their lives trying to prove to society that
they did not get the disease from a
homosexual experience. It's as if one
evil explains another evil.

The thing that baffles me is that no
one even considered homosexuality as a
cause for Magic Johnson's case of HIV.
Just because he can dribble a basketball
makes him special enough that he can
be excused from such accusations.

I hope all other people that are diagno
“with AIDS are special in some way so
that these diseases can be dismissed as
a “gay disease.” This is a flaring

stereotype, and as we all know,

Disease victims
overlooked daily

stereotyping is bad news.

Secondly, I fail to understand why
there are thousands of people diagnosed
daily, and nobody really cares. Ugh!
You people can be so lazy it's pathetic.
Nobody gives a diddly until it slaps you
across the face; then you care when it's
too late.

It's just so much easier to be
submissive. I think it'simportant; toact
before it is too late, but of course this
takes responsibility. How many of us
want to take the time and energy when
we don't have to?

I also do not admire him for being the
official spokesperson for HIV. 1 feel that
it is his duty and he has no other choice,
he owes it to society.

I'm sure that I would think differently
if1 had HIV or AIDS, but I don't. I realize
that he is famous and all that boloney
but there comes a time in all of our lives
that we must realize our responsibilities.
He's not going to be playing basketball
anymore, so what else would he do with
all his time?

66

In normal
circumstances, people
diagnosed with HIV or

AIDS are labeled as

homosexuals,
99

Well, I guess this did kind of turn into
a column about Magic Johnson-in a
round about sort of way. Shag has now
become an avid tiddly-wink fan and has
completely forgotten about the traumas
of that, uhh, once so famous basketball
player.

Now, if his favorite professional tiddly-
wink player catches AIDS or HIV at least
he’ll care about a case that is a little
more practical and that deserves a little
attention.

the administrative board has decided

not to let the students perform this year.

It means a lot to the students to have
this program and tohave it performed by

_their peers. 1and alotof otherstndcnls
: .;..fdtmyoﬁ’endedmnwcmm}d at
Wemgomg fo have a pm&osdona! ;

o [t seems as ifthe decislom made thm
;schml year are not on the African-
: American aiudcnts atde Itis 'Wrong“

YOUR OPINTON

studcntbodyétcmtml Manyconcems_-"
~are of the Black History Program that

Please -end all letters to the
editor to:

Register Editorial Staff
Room 315

Letters are printed according to
space availability and unsigned

letters will not be printed.
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Do-Re-Mi-Fa...Shiela Morgan, senior prepares to sing in new gospel choir.

New choir exposes
students to gospel music

By LaVonya Watson

“We want to expose the student body to
gospelmusic,” said Shiela Morgan, senior,
amember of the new Central High School
Gospel Choir.

According to Mrs. Faye Johnson,

“Gospel helps to uplift people,” said
Dionne Whitfield,senior, a member of
the choir. According to Dionne, she
joined Central's Gospel choir because
she “likes singing™ and it “builds self-
esteem.”

Central guidance counselor and sponsor
of the group, last year a group of students
came to her with a petition to start a
gospel choir at Central.

“The students knew that Burke High
School and Northwest High School had
gospel choirs so they wanted one here at
Central. The students came to me
because they know | am a musician and
work with gospel choirs. We want to
expand a form of black art for the student
body and the community,” she said.

According to Mrs. Johnson, Mr. David
Finch, thevocal musicdirectorat Central,

Mrs. Johnson also stressed that in
pastyears OPS has puta multi-cultural
emphasis in the vocal music curriculum.
“If we say we want students to be well-
rounded and educate others of our
musical heritage, we must incorporate
gospel into the music program,” she
said.

“We want students torealize that there
is more than just anthems and
contemporary music,” sald Shiela.

According to Mrs. Johnson the choir
is not church -affiliated and has 55
members. “The choir is open to the

was supportive the new choir. “Mr.
Finch attended a workshop for gospel
music teachers in OPS and was
S s | impressed,” she said.

entire student body,” she said.

The Central High School Gospel Choir
will debut, December 17, in the Central
Christmas program.

"

In the unlikely event that you become
snow-bound, there are a few items that you
should consider keeping in your trunk.

1) Boots, gloves, and a hat in case you have
to abandon your vehicle and walk somewherc.
2) A shovel in case you need to dig your car

@ out of a snowpile.

3) Jumper cables in case your battery loses 11s

charge.

4) A towel. A damp towel can be used to

achieve traction on a slippery surface.

5) Blankets. In case you need to stay with

your car, you should not continually run the

heater, for this will deplete your gasoline and

f _ also increase the chance of carbon monoxide
poisoning. Use a few blankets to keep warm

6) Lock de-icer in case your doors freeze.

7) A windshield ice scraper.

8) Sand, for weight and traction.

How To Jump-Start a Car

@ O

Discharged

Charged
Battery

Battery

Connect the red cable to the positive
terminal on the charged battery.

I
"

Before winter is really here, you should have

some very important parts of your car
checked.

1) Battery

2) Coolant Sytem, including flush and fill

radiator, check effectiveness of your antifreeze

and hoses.

3) Belts, which tend to crack in extreme

temperature changes

4) Tires, including tread and pressure

5) Oil level

6) Muffler and exhaust, which is more highly

eroded in the winter months with all of the sand

and salt on the road.

7) Some fuel-line antifreeze should be added.
A

- rticle and graphic by Christopher Thilgen -

Connect the red cable to the positive
terminal on the discharged battery.

Connect the black cable to the negative
terminal on the charged battery.

|
r
r
|
|
1

®@ © © ©

Connect the black cable to a ground
on the car with the discharged

battery. A ground is usually a bolt
near the engine.

listened through
workshops. :

CAUTION - At no time allow either the cars
or the end of the cables to touch once they
are attached to the battery.

; '3ym5-mﬂa.umu. .
Dunham snd Duncan Joyner "
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Vonya Watson

jor student representatives for
1dent body, Jerome Moore, Rena
, Antone Douglas, Owei Belleh,
e Washington and Sharrone Travis
vith Dr. G.E. Moller, Central’s
pal and a staff of faculty members,
ber 19 to discuss the Black
ry Commemoration program.
ording to Mrs. Bernice Nared,
ant principal at Central and
ber of the Black History
iemoration committee, a problem
with some students concerning
nnual commemoration program
in February in honor of Black
ry month. “The students were
over the length oftime given for
nts to present a Black History
iemoration program,” she said.
students met with the
istration and commemoration
October 29, when they were
ed that the Center Stage
‘ming arts group would give a
mance for Black History month.
tudents would be given time in an
orium homeroom to present a
nt performance.
- have a problem,” said Dr. Moller.

irenaline hits Central

exis Richards

News
pnflicts arise over Black History program

“Thereis no way to have two assemblies,”
he continued.

“We were not informed,” said Owei.
According to Owei the representatives
were not informed about the Center Stage
performance.

“We are not going (to perform) in the
homerooms because students were not
involved,” he said.

The Center Stage performing arts group
will perform free of charge, according to
Mrs. Johnson.

“Money cannot compare to the pride we
would get by performing,” said Jackie.

According to the commemoration staff,
the student representatives are not in
charge of the Black History program, but
the staff values their input.

“We want educational activities,” said
Mrs. Faye Johnson, Central guidance
counselor and member of the committee.
“The staff committee is set up to handle
the program. We have invited student
participation,” she continued.

According to Jerome time is alloted to
perform school plays; therefore the
students should receive their equal share
of time. Jerome said, “There is always
preference toward the play. Whenever
Central is ready to make a buck, Central

is ready and willing.”

After several minutes of discussing
the proposal of an auditorium
homeroom presentation, three student
representatives left the committee not
willing to comply with the proposal.

“The meeting failed to satisfy all that
were present,” said Mrs. Nared..
Some students remained to further
discuss the proposal.

It was all a misunderstanding,
according to Antone Douglas. “The
representatives did not know that the
faculty took part in preparation for the
program. This has been goingon since
we were in junior high,” he said.

“The Black History program is for
our school, therefore our school
(students) should put it on," said Eve
Broekemeier, senior. :

“The program. will be more
meaningful to students if they put it
together themselves,” said Kristina
Turco, senior. “They can learn from it
by performing and researching,” she
continued.

According to Dr. Moller, preparation
for student involvement has not fully
been arranged, but students will be
given the opportunity to be involved.

hirts may easily be the
5t line of clothing today.
e Blackman and Devin
son, seniors, are taking
tage of this fashion
b by using their talent
mbition.
h Menice and Devin
n and draw what will
ar on the shirts. “We

ydrawand haven't seen -

we would like to see on
rts. We were trying to
* a universal type of T-
. Ifwe make it ourselves,

things we draw, and
everyone uses
adrenalin no matter
what they do or who
they are,” said Menice,
who came up with the
name.

“We based the
design and the whole
concept of the
company on humor.
Sayings we made up
and drawings of
someone screamingor
freaking out usually
appear on T-shirts,”

Two-man team... Devin and Menice hold up their first

n'thave toworryabout  said Devin.
slatus symbol or brand Along with their shirt
said Devin. business manager,

“The first T-shirt was black
print on white T-shirts. The
next ones will be on long
sleeve T-shirts or hooded
shirts," said Menice. “We
are going to try to do more
experimental things with
the T-shirts,” said Devin.
“Money is not our prime
motive but it helps,” said

Westside senior Ryan
Dughman, the company
to push your sarcasm had their first shirts ready
other people,” said by November.

ce. According toMenice, "The
ey also designed this T-shirts will be in limited
s senior class T-shirts. edition. Only 24 of the first
renalin Wear is the  shirt will be sold as well as
e of the line of T-shirts. with the other two in the
nalin goes along with  series.” The T-shirts cost

logo on the front and many
different sarcastic quotes on
the back.

“Thereare alot more people
that have said they want one
of the first shirts printed,”
said Devin. “If we get enough
interest and more than 12
orders we'll print more.”

The second T-shirt should

also looks good on the
seresuméand is a great

eaofthe totally intense $12 and have thecompany  be out in two weeks. Devin.
lub members learn history first-hand

manhunt in F.B.I. history. He
was convicted of murder, even
though the bullets found around
the cardidn't match Peltier’s gun,
according to Kathy. “He was put
in jail mostly because he was an
activist for Native American
Rights," said Kathy. “It wasn't a
fair trial.” He is now serving two
life sentences. “Ilastsawmydad
in mid-August,” said Kathy.
While havingto cope with these
problems, Kathy has also had to
adjust to moving a lot and
learning another language. “We
have moved five times,” said
Kathy. “This is our third time
living here in Omaha." She lived

y middle name is Denazbah," said
Fn-year-old freshman Kathy Peltier.
Avajo, it means a great warrior who
p for our people.” When Kathy was

onths old, her great-grandmother
her this name. In many ways, this
® fits her.

ason the longest walk,"” said Kathy.
ongest walk was a march for the

can Indian Movement (AIM) and
ard Peltier, in 1978 from California
rshington, D.C. Inaddition to that,
y started the Native American Club
Participates in speak-outs for her
r, Leonard Peltier, an AIM activist.
lad is my biggest influence,” said
Y. “He taught me how to speak

Jennifer Dreibelbis

Leading the club... Kathy talks at the
November 19 Native American club meeting
culture, she says there is still much

June 26, 1975, in a small on the Twin Lakes Reservation in New :
Fment of the South Dakota Pine Mexico. “You had to work every day,” she n;:loretolcam. ;r:;?anurtgtl;e cu?tomsi-
F reservation, a gunfight occurred  said. “You had to struggle. Every day there are erent levels o
cen AIM leaders Dennis Banksand  you had to struggle.” Up until fourth  understanding, kindergarten, first grade,

second grade,” she said. “I'm justbarely
in pre-school.” Now, Kathy is learning
about the history of the recent American
Indian movement and the conflicts at
the Pine Ridge reservation. “I'm learning
little by little, same as everyone else.”

grade, Kathy went to a Navajo school
and spoke Navajo. “I've only been
speaking English for six years,” said
Kathy.

Even though Kathy has had this first-
hand experience of Native American

ard Peltier and F.B.1. agents, who

they were at the settlement
tigating a stolen pair of boots. The
eftoneIndianand twoF.B.1. agents

Uer then escaped into the Black
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Opinions of Central vary

By Mark Rosenquist

November 27, 1991

“I hate the doorstops here at Central.
Get rid of those damn ropes around the
C,"said Dan Vercruysse, junior, in regard
to what he didn't like about Central.
“They [the cafeteria stafl] should make
sure tomato soup is in the Eagle Express
line more than once in a blue moon,” he
added. Dan said a plus for Central is
“the interesting people.”

Dawn Tatum, senior, said, “1 like the
different variations of people and the
many different cultures [here]. That's
kind of neat.”

“l dislike the overemphasis on
academics and how the school is so
conservative when it comes to letting
students do certain things.” Dawn
explained, “When we ask for extra pep
rallies or a school dance we can't do it.
The administration won'tlet us do simple
things.”

“I'd like to see the students given more
freedom and maybe someday have open
campus,” Dawn said.

Andy Shradar, senior, said, “Central
needs air conditioning.”

Bob Franzese, senior, said, “I like the
unification and the seniors that play
tecmno (a Nintendo game).” One of Bob's
dislikes about Central is “the texture of
the floor in the courtyard.” He said, “You
can slip and get hurt.”

“There needs to be a different color of
chairs in the courtyard.” Bob added,
“Seeing the orange chairs in the morning
blows me away."

Kate Duggan, sophomore, said, “A lot
of the teachers are great.” She said,
however, that “some of the teachers
gradereal harshly.” Kate added, “There's
lots of homework.”

“The pop machines aren’t on at lunch.
They should be.” She also dislikes the
courtyard being locked after school.

Mrs. Pegi Georgeson, Central
Drama teacher, is a Central graduate.
Attending Central is a tradition for her
family. Her two daughters, father, two
sisters and a brother all graduated from
Central. She said she “hasn't seen as
much commitment and loyalty to
Cenlral” as in the pasl. “We have a large
contingency of students that are
commitied and loyal to the school and a
large contingency that aren't.”

One thing Mrs. Georgeson would like
Lo see is “more school spirit.” She said

Time for class...The
first territorial Capitol
Building. located on the | .
spot of the current
CentralHigh School,

Central
High
Register

when she was a cheerleader
at Central, "most everyone knew the
school cheers.” She added, "Now il's a
shame that most students don’'t know
them.”

“I wish Central had a swimming pool
and parking facilities for everybody,”
she said: *“We need a better sound
system in the auditorium.”

Mrs. Georgeson likes “the student
population and the tradition of excellence
at Central.”

Mr. Jim Rouse, principal at Creighton
Prep High School, had only favorable
comments. He said the first thing that
came to mind about Central was “not
the football team.”

Rather, he first thought, “Dr. Moller is
running an excellent program.” He
added, “We've always appreciated our

The building has a
certain aura and
mystique about it

that new buildings

just don't have.

—Dr. G.E. Moller
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ties with Centraland we look on ourselves
[Creighton Prep and Central] as
cooperative partners in educating high
school students.”

When pressed for critical comments,
Mr. Rouse said he hadn't witnessed
anything he didn't like about Central
“from firsthand experience.”

Shane Miller, senior, said he wished
Central students could “go out to eat
during the lunch hour, [to a place] like
Taco Bell." He also hates the fact that
“each teacher thinks their class is the
most important.”

Beth Knudsen, president of Benson
High's student council, said “variety and
diversity” were the first thoughts that
came (o mind about Central.

Brian Johnson, Central junior, said,
he likes “school spirit” at Central. The
thing he dislikes about Central is the
cockroaches.

Emily Moore, junior, said she liked the
fact that “the classes [at Central] are a
challenge, and my college education will

housed Omaha High

School's first class in 1859. &

Photos courtesy of the
KMTV Bostwick-Frohardt
collection
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be belter as a result of that.”

She disliked that “we [Central] pay a
lot of attention to sports, and very few of
us will go far in them in the future.”

Emily said no rules at Central need to
be changed. "I think we've got to keep
our rules because that's the only way
we're going to learn anything.”

Mrs. Saleta Arroyo, math teacher, first
came to Central two years ago. She said
her first impression of Central was “very
impressive.” She said, “I was expecting
disrespectful students, but | was really
impressed. She had these expectations
“because of Central's inner-city location.”

“I like the new ropes around the C. |
think it makes a real classy entrance to
the school.” She added, “I like the
support the staff gets. I think the staffl
gets along real well with each other.”

She dislikes the crowded halls during
passing periods. “Idon't like to see litter
in the halls,” she added.

Scott Bender, South High senior, said,
“Ithink the overall impression [of Central]
is that it's a good school.” He added that
one reason he thinks this is because,
“they don't say anything bad about our
school.” :

Dave Benak, Gross High senior, said,
“I think Central is a good school. The
sports programs have always been good."

Dr. G.E. Moller, Central High principal,

» said it's hard to say what's good about

Central “because there are so many
things® good about it. *I like the
cosmopolitan mix of students” and “the
good racial and economic mix [of
students],” Moller said. “I like the fact
that the people I work with want this to
be a good school.”

He said, “Ilike the fact that the building
has character. The building has a certain
aura and mystique about it that new
buildings just don't have.” He added,
“IU's an interesting building.”

Dr. Moller said there are certain
additions he'd like to see at Central. “I'd
like to see at least ten computers in
every room of the building." He
emphasized, “Schools that are not well-
equipped to give students a broad
experience on computers are missing
the boat.” He added, “Schools have to
have computers to prepare people for
the world in which they'll live in.” Moller
alsosaid that “Central needs more room,

andl'd like us tohave a swimming pool.”

!
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Central in the early staged
auditorium. In 1970, a new gy

Unseen
found

By Rob Harshbarger

There are several places within (7
which are not usually seen by '
The attic and sub-basement are pl#
by the fortunate.

Long corridors connecting
departments, wooden planks per
down ceilings, electric wire and ¢
darkness of the attic. w0
The basement, on the
other hand, is full of
huge fans hooked to
three speed motors |
circulating air
through the building,
tunnels and crawl
spaces attatching
boiler room to boiler
room.

Shafts which
stretch from the
basement to the attic :
alsoserveto circulate
air throughout the
building. These are
Justafew of the out of Heave Iir
the way places within SUPPO" D€
the building. the coury?

Mr. Tabor, head engineer for Cef"
1984, remembers when many o’
used. He noted that the building
steam before the water system nov",
that accounts for the steam pipes?
connected the system. Anyone W
photograph of Omaha High Schoo! 5
to know about the old smokesta®




re, the way we are

- Central's renovations change
the building throughout time

many changes including a new
[ smokestack demolished.

sageways
Central

down in the late 70's, it was above the old

in the/Sll boiler room.  The boiler room was located
y youlll 'derneath 22nd street, what would now be
> placiill “ousidered Joslyn's lawn.
Mr. Tabor was also here when the roof over
~ the the courtyard was air lifted by helicopter onto
perc the building,
1d du The passages connecting the art and science

departments were once
traveled often as
students made their
way to gym class. The
location which now
: - makes up those
: departments was once
: two separate gyms, one
for boys, and one for
girls.

Students may also
notice the large "S™s
which are located in the
windows on the south
side of the building.
These let the firemen
know that these are
shaftways, shafts that
stretch from the
basement to the attic
for air ciculation.

Courtesy of Mr. Elza Tabor

-y

Elicoptor lifts
Construction of

~ Itisnot recommended that students
.:: ek to find these unique and interesting places.
Many of them are extremely dangerous and

who i Poorly lit and should only be traveled by the
ool 1 skilled janitors who are quite aware of the
stack Present dangers.

By Dawn Randall

In the early 1980's, Central high school was almost
torn down or sold to the Board of education for office
space. Omaha officials decided that either Technical
High at 30th and Cuming, or Central was to go,
according to Dr. G.E. Moller, Central principal.

However, he said enough Central Alumni and
historians protested the closing of Central due to its
historical value and importance to Omaha. He went on
to say Central has less parking space than Tech had.
Tech was closed and renovated to become what is now
the TAC building.

As most Centralites know, Central was built on the
same site as the Territorial Capitol building, which was
torn down in 1868, when the State Capitol was moved
to Lincoln. After the Capitol building was torn down,
Omabha's first public school was erected in 1872. The
first graduating class of Omaha High School had only
11 members, nine of whom were girls.

In 1897-1898, the
school board decided
that a larger building
was needed to
accommodate the
growing number of
students and also to
compensate for the
inadequate ventilationin
the school.

With the old school still
standing, the east wing
of Central was built
between 1900and 1901.
The south and west wing
were added in 1905 and
1910. Faculty and
students could travel
between the two school
buildings through what
are now the rooms
between the stairways.

In 1910, theold school
was torn down and
removed through the
north side. The north
wing was completed in o
1912. (X p

In 1920, the steep
Dodge street was
lowered from (welve
percent grade lo seven
percent grade, and new
streetcar tracks were laid
and Central compensated for its increased elevation by
building the east and south stairways.

Originally, the new Central High was not built with

the present gymnasium and auditorium, which were

added in1932. Before these were added, the fourth
floor rooms were gymnasiums and the auditorium
existed in what is now rooms 145 and 245. The
cafeteria. then, was in the basement on the south side.

Mrs. Beverly Fellman, French teacher and 1959
Central graduate, said that Central has changed a lot
since she was here.

The courtyard did not have a roof in the late 50's. In
fact, it was not closed in until 1980-1981. The courtyard
was dirt with ivy covering the walls, and it could only be
used in nice weather. She also said that there was
nowhere to sit in the courtyard and you could not eat
lunch there, so it really was not of any use. Although
Mrs. Fellman wishes that they would have had the
courtyard closed-in, the open courtyard provided cool
cross-currents in the hot summer months.

The old windows that were later replaced could be
opened from the top so that the air came in through the
top and did not blow papers around classrooms and
halls.

The administration offices were on the east side,
where rooms 110, 111 and 113 are now. She said she
thought this was because mosl kids left school and

went downtown through the east side doors. “Now, kids
are using the west side more, so the offices are on that
side.”

The counselors did not have their own center as they
do now. Their offices were spread all over the building.

Boys used the right stairways and their bathrooms
were on the landings between floors. Girls used the left
stairways. !

The room which is now the office of Mr. Gary Kubik,
science teacher, and Mrs. Ginny Bauer, school treasurer,
was the bookroom and the school store where all the
school books were kept. At the beginning of the school
year, teachers would send [or their books. Now,
textbooks are still kept in the bookroom, but some
textbooks are kept in classrooms. The school store is
upstairs in the courtyard. The current school store was
an entrance to the old boiler room, which extended
underground into the Joslyn garden, which was a
parking lot. Mrs. Fellman said all the kids knew that
that was where the teachers would smoke.

Since the
new gym was nol
built yet, all
basketball games
were held in the old
gym and “it was very
crowded.”

Wood floors
covered the
classrooms, hallsand
stairs of Central, and
study hall desks were
nailed to the floor.
The stairs, which did
not have the rubber
covering that they
now have, were
“scooped out™ from
the pressure of people
walking on them for
50 years.

Lockers
were also wooden.

The fourth
floor rooms were
almost the same as
they are now, but the
science room was
either storage or

Beauty and brains...In 1870 a permanent school building another art room.
was planned for the same spot which once held Nebraska's
territorial capitol. The four story building was completed in
1872 and contained 18 rooms.

During the
late 1970's and early
1980’'s, Central
underwent a
renovation, when many aspects of Central changed.
The renovation was designed by Merle Rambo, a former
Central graduate.

By 1976, the girls’ sports had grown to such a large
extent that teams were being sent all over the city to
practice. “We were using other high schools, grade
schools and junior highs to give all our teams practice
space. The new gym was completed in 1976, which gave
Central sports teams much more room to practice and
a larger gym which could hold more capacity.

At this time, the teachers’ parking lot was where the
Joslyn garden is now and a small, dirt practice field
existed where the new field is. Dr. G.E. Moller, said that
there was not room for two teams on the small field and
the field was filled with glass and tin, which is why the
new one was built.

A north-south street ran in front of Joslyn and was
removed with the building of the new field and Joslyn's
garden.

From1980 tol1981, the courtyard roof was put on
piece by piece with a helicopter. Like many of the
renovation projects, the roof was put on to conserve
energy. Before the roof was on, the building caught a lot
of drafts through the courtyard. The amount of money
saved eventually would pay for the cost of the courtyard
roof, according to architects. This also gave the building
more space that could be used year-round.


















