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In your eyes... Homecoming king, Eric Behrens, and queen,
Heather Holland, dance to the tunes of Peter Gabriel at Central's
1991 Homecoming Dance held at UNO October 12.

Homecoming king candidates included: Rob Anderson, Josh
Bahr. Matt Scanlan, Mark Thylin. Queen candidates included: Eve
Broekemeier, Natasha Gromak, Jenny Hathoot, Michelle Ludwig.
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Eagles cage the Huskies!... Members of
Central's FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America)
club ride upon their first place homecoming float.
The Eagles later dominated Northwest's Huskies 40-7,
Friday night, October 11, at Bergquist stadium.

Centralites feel effects of violence

By LaVonya Watson

Total chaos can bea rightful description of
the violent events that have swept across
Omaha inrecent months. Startlingattention
has been given to Omaha's black
neighborhoods and the community as a
wholedue to the recent outbursts of violence.

“Currently, 29 people have been victims of
homicides in Omaha this year. That figure
has more than doubled compared to the 12
homicides reported lastyear. *It's all catching
up to us” said Steve Ashford, an officer for
the Omaha Police Division. According to
officer Ashford, the recent rate of homicides
in Omaha has been going on for 40 years in
major cities. Pastor Willlam D. Barlowe said,
“What makes Omaha different is that the
violence is happening in a smaller area.”

Although the black community is not the
only area affected by violence, the North
Omahaarea hasbeen hithard. Some Central
students have felt the effects of watchingthe
evening news only to be informed of a peer’s
death or injury due to viclence. Leiloni
Brewer, a senior at Central, was a close
friend to Baron S. Smith. He was a victim of
an Omaha homicide in late August. In late
September, Senior John Semans was
attacked and stabbed seven times while
coming from a party.

“It hits real hard,” explained Leiloni. “You
don't know who's crazy anymore.”

The question always arises are gangs the
cause of the influx of violence in Omaha?
According to officer Ashford, gangs are not
newto Omaha. Inihe early 80's gangs came
to Omaha and started in local
neighborhoods. The O.G. Boys and the
Redman Boys were such local groups. “They
had guns butdid not use them often,” recalls
Officer Ashford. However, according to
Officer Ashford, inthis day and age gangs,
drugs and violence are closely affiliated. Yet,
officer Ashford made it quite clear thatdrugs
do not start gangs. “Most gang members
start off as gang bangers (shooters) and

graduate to sellingdrugs,” hesaid. Gangs
have been linked to a few of the recent

homicides, but many of the murders have
yet to be solved.

“Drugs strongly affect violence. It's not
a gang thing. It's a drug and vioclence
thing,” said senior Lacy Ruffin. Mrs,
James A. Harris, mother of senior Coral
Harris and a North Omaha resident,
said, “Eliminate thedrug problemanda
lot of crime will be eliminated.” According
to Officer Ashford, most criminals caught
for a crime, theft or violence are trying to
support a habit, whether it be drugs or
alcohol.

In contrast, many feel that the result of
violence in the black community stems
from a deeper problem

Residents feel the social

you don't know what to say,” he
commented. According to Anton Douglas,
senior, young males are left with few role
models. “When young males are killed,
who can others tum to?" he questioned.
According to Mrs. Harris, she does not
fear for her own personal safety on a daily
basis. “It's something you get used to,”
she said. However, Mr. Johnson has
witnessed a different attitude. “I hear
children say let's get home before dark;
and at six o'clock, parents call asking
about their children.” .
Students who live outside of the North
Omaha area say that their views of the
black community have not been altered by
the current publicity to thearea. “Itbrings
the problem to your
attention,” says
Monica Brasile,
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Harris, because most black house holds
are led by a single parent, usually the
mother is left to raise her children as well
as work. According to Damon Watts, a
senior at Central, these mothers fear for
their children's safety.

“My mother predicted that I would not
live to see 18, stated Damon. Although
her prediction was inaccurate, it was not
irrelevant.  “Young black men are
becoming extinct,” said Pastor Barlowe.

Mr. Willey BobJohnson, the director of
the North Omaha Boys Club, claims that
violence has a rippling effect. “Young
boys become directly involved,” he said.
Mr. Johnson often deals directly with
children who may be related to the victim
or the person convicted for the crime.
“When it comes to the death of a loved one

Most when considering a
solution to this madness see a change in
the attitude a must for all. “The media is
no help “, said Chris Becerra, junior. "They
tend to minimize black onblack crime,” he
continued.

Most insist that changing the
environment in the black community has
to begin with its residents. "Wedon't need
others to make our neighborhood a better
place,” said Officer Ashford. “We tend to
get mad when a white officer harasses a
black yet do little or nothing when a black
is killed. It's then that we should be mad,”
he continued. Residents in the black
community feel that unity in the
community is a must. “We're facing an
identity crisis,” said Anton; “blacks need to

realize that we're all in this together.” (
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Will Education 2000, the education improvement
program proposed by the Bushadministration, help
improve education in the United States?

YES: 68% NO: 32%

161 students were polled

"We're not going to
change everybody
just by changing
the school society."
—Cindy Pitts
Freshman

“If they do it in all

the other cities, it

will."

—Jeremy Hansen
Sophomore

"No. Students can't
improve if they don't

“Yes, but I think that
more money is needed

even know about it." for education.”
—Heidi Hausman —Ryan Saville
Senior Senior

"It's a nice thing to
hope for, and in
theory it will work but
I have my doubts.”
—Jon McDonald

"By itself, no, butin
conjunction with
other supporting
programs, yes."
—Harry Forehand

Junior Counselor
Rob Rouch
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In today's society, education
is a universal concern. Withall
of thedemands that people put
on their young men and women,
the educational role has
expanded immensely. As of
late, however, the educational
standards of America have
decreased, and in an attempt
to revamp the scholarly
curriculum, President Bush
has proposed a plan entitled
Education 2000. Under this
plan, the educational levels of
the United States school
systems should improve
drastically, evenrevolutionize.

The Central High Register
staff feels that these plans are
idealistic and, in some cases,
unrealistic. While the goal is
admirable, the reality is that
with the level of education in
the U.S. as low as it is today,
the year 2000 is a little
presumptuous.

Students need time to adjusl
toa newsystemofstudy. True,
the current system is
inadequate, but can Bushreally
expect students to simply adopt
a new method of learning
overnight?

The first goal proposed is to
improve preschool
achievement, but it is not
possible to improve something
that is not a requirement. In
fact, among three-year-olds to
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five-year-olds from families with
incomes of less than $30,000,
only four in ten were enrolled in
preschool in 1991.

The proposal should try to
boost enrollment before it tries
to improve achievement.

Thisis true at the high school
level as well; Bush's second
proposal willattempt toincrease
the graduation rate of high
school students, which is also
admirable, but not realistic.

Since the current system of
education has not improved
sinceabout 1970, schools have
not fully prepared students for
the educational demands of
society on today's adults. Nine
years is not enough time to
bring the level of education up
todate, letalone takeitintothe
twenly-first century, as the
proposal is designed to do.

Bush also proposes to
iprovescholastic achievement
in English, history, and
geography as well as boost
America tonumber one inmath
and science. This could prove
difficult within the proposed
time frame since the United
Slates was recently ranked
significantly lower than other
countries in two international
lests of math and science.

Besides that, the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress reported that less than

Education plan too idealisticz

20 percentof students ingBu
four, eight and twele™
proficient in grade level’
they are about 20 years b

in their learning. Is i
obvious that the system!
more than nine year
improve?

The Bush administrat
idealistic in trying to forc
type of a change into s
small amount of time.

The most idealistic ol
the proposed goals. hov
is the planto try to [reest
ofall types of violence anc
related activity by the s
the new century.

The Register is certain
promoting or condonin
type of activity, but toerd—
it completely in such @
amount of time seems ur-he
Steps can, and shoulche
taken to control the druifor
violence in schools. bu'__
freedom is not going (0 g
close at hand. .

The Register stall l'n't‘_-rr
these goals are deli=
necessary, but the red .
that they are not lke |
succeed by the year2000. 7
plans for the improven¥ -
educational standards &
be followed, to 1'us_5=_
outcome could resullt inll.‘th
retarding the progress o

Education 2000 promote

Violence puts students at risk:

It seems, as of late, that it is
dangerous to go anywhere in
Omabha. Violence is on the rise
in our city.

Incidents of violence occur
nearly every day that involve
teen-agers. These acts of
senseless rampage put Omaha
youth at risk of becoming
injured or in some cases even
killed. Those groups of people
that engage in violent acts are
endangering the whole
population.

Because of the increasing
number ofviolent crimes being
committed, the people of Omaha
often do not feel safe in their
own city. It is not right for
citizens to be afraid to leave
their homes.

Students are also subject to
thisviolence at school. Although
minimal, occasionally violent
incidents occurat school which
insome cases, cause danger for
students.

School is supposed to be a
safe environment for students
lo learn. Fights and other
outbreaks of violence deprive
youthsoftheirsafety in schools.

In addition to creating an
unsafe atmosphere for citizens,
therisingrate ofviolence makes
astrongargument for issuinga
curfew as proposed by the
Omaha City Council. The
Register is opposed to the
proposed curfew which is
designed to decrease the
amount of violence because it

is unenforcable.

The Register staff is
more strongly against the®™™
outbreaks of violence. !
the actions of those '
participate in the fights3€
whole population of yout”
be restricted under a cu?

There is a direct 1o
between the outbrea®
violenceand the reasons €
the proposal of a curfe'@
youth. s

These incidents of vioP:
do not accomplish anyt'™
Most of all, they endan¢®
welfare of innocent cit:>
There must be a stop t0'!
senseless actions. Until!
the people of Omahaarevi”
in their own city.
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unselors performing well

rna Swanson

our years of high school students
ough are some of the toughest
of their lives. They are faced with
pressure, academic pressure and
tal pressure. The school's
elors are available for the purpose
ping students cope with these
es and to help them plan their
. Fortunately for Central, we have
of the best qualified and most
ated counselors at our school.
t by walking into the counseling
r we see how much information
elp there is available. Students do
en need to talk to a counselor to
vast sources of information. Even
th most of thedisplayed information
s college or job planning, the center
offer pamphlets on substance
e, handling stress and other related
s. The college and career
mation is more than any one person
i need. The center has information
bry college easily accessible to every
nt. The collection of many
books includes a vocational
book and a financial aid handbook.
e computer in the counseling
r, available to every student, can
A student from taking the ACT to
bing a life-long career to preparing
me. Students do not even need to
counselor to gather any of this.
I would not suggest or even

imply.that it was unnecessary to talk to
your counselor. Students and
counselors should have a cooperative
relationship.

The counselors are there for the
students. They try to do everything
possible for the student, but they cannot
do everything. That is where the
cooperative partof the relationship comes
in; the counselors cannot always be in
theiroffices at all times. The counselors
have obligations to supervise the
courtyard and the halls during lunch
and before school. They have torun the
auditorium homerooms, and address
students in the classrooms as a group.

All theseactivities take the counselors
away from their offices. The students
cannot expect the counselors tobe there
when they drop in unexpectedly.

Mr. Harry Forehand, head guidance
counselor, remarked that “students need
to schedule an appointment with their
counselors if they really need time to
talk with their counselor.” The
counselors are there to help, but the
students have to do their part also.

The Central High counseling staff is
very effective and helpful. The student
can receive help if he/she takes the
responsibility of setting up an
appointment.

The counselors are human; they are
not perfect. It is in my opinion that they
are doing a good job.

Are Central's counselors

doing all
effectively
students?

they can to

help the

articles that appear in Opposing Points of View do not necessarily represent
ews of the Central High Register. These articles are the opinions of Diana
yek and Kar na Swanson, staff members.

idance center understaffed

ana Konyek
ying that the Central counselors
understaffed is definitely an
statement.
ere are only seven counselors and
students. Each counselor is
bnsible for about 270 students.
v many times have you been down
P counseling center only to find that
counselor was not there? And, if
ounselor was there howlongdid it
before you got in to see him or her,
i saw him or her at all?
ce more counselors are out of the
on because of the financial
tion, what is being done to better
e the counselees?
- Robert McMeen, counselor, said
auditorium homerooms are being
to contact students to announce
opportunities and college
mation. Counselors are also going
lassrooms trying to work with larger
ps of students instead of individuals.
this is a possible alternative but is
eal solution? No, I do not think so.
good effort which needs to be kept
ut more needs to be done.
example, how many times do you
it announced in the circular that
selors are not going to be in their
? 1 personally can't remember, but

Rys know when the library is going

closed.

How does it make you feel when your
counselor spends 35 minutes with
another student and only five minutes
with you? When you do see your
counselor, is he or she as helpful toyou
as he or she should be?

Counselors need towork with students
on more of an individual basis instead of
a large scale thing.

Many students have the initiative to
go on their own but don't know what to
do without guidance. That is what the
counselors are there for, so use them.

True you can't expect people to do
everything for you, but you should be
able to expect your counselors full
undivided 100% attention and devotion
to you.

You can’t expect your counselor to call
you down once a week and tell you
everything that is going on, but when
you go down to 129 for their help you
should be able to expect their full help;
afterall they're there to guide you, aren't
they?

By no means am [ saying to rely on
your counselor to do what you should be
doing.

I'm just saying go down there, find out
what's going and be persistent about
getting their help.

They are busy people and they can'tbe
of any help to you if they don't know you
need it.

Opinion

3

FEiita,

Simply Polyester
Todd Djureen

ATTENTION: This column is not intended
for the weak-minded, lazy or gulliable.

THE PRINCIPAL IS DEAD! YES, DEAD.
It was said that the principal was found
drinking a DIET soda with only ONE
calorie. What does this mean? Has
someone poisoned the pop? Never fear,
friends of the authorities have said that
the secretaries have banned together
and are now administering the building.

The school is in shambles, if you
haven't already noticed. It is said that
the cafeteria staff has quit cooking the
food and has gone on to become a
professional mud wrestling team. A
next-door-neighbor’s aunt's husband's
brother’s whose uncle's son is the
grandmother's doctor said that the
custodians are now refereeing. Great,
the kids are going to starve and the
building is going tobe a mess. Whatelse
can go wrong? Let me tell you.

The science classes have beensending
subliminal messages over the intercom
to have all the students go to the
chemistry club meetings after school. It
is alleged that they need the man-power
to complete the nuclear bomb they are
building so they can blow the continent
of Asia off the planet. Mum's the word.

Officials say that the English
department has stopped teaching and is
now starring in the Laverne and Shirley
show. It's a scandal that has been
undermined for three years now. A
couple of well qualified construction
workers have replaced them. The
students will be well versed in
construction jargon and will know what
a two by four is in no time.

decided that English is foreign enough
and has gone on a lifetime ski trip to the
moon. Itwassaid thatoneoftheteachers
hocked her real diamond ring—which
she bought for $19.95 off a television
commercial—so she could pay for the
trip.

The director of this year's off-off-off-off
Broadway musical said that the chorus
will lip sync so that they don't
hyperventilate while singing and
dancing. In recent years it has been
tradition that at least the chorus really
sings, but due to the enormous depletion
in the ozone layer enough oxygen has

escaped the atmosphere making it

The foreign language department has

Truth often very
hard to recognize

virtually impossible for the entire chorus
to use that much air.

On a recent trip to the Bermuda
Triangle, the entire staff of the history
department disappeared. [ guess
“geography is destiny.” Who's going to
teach history—the dead principal?

The math team has lockexd themselves
in a room and is determined to find the
termination of pL . Who do these people
think they are? Everybody knows that
piis 3.14. And they say you need to be
smart to be on the team.

By nowyou're wondering what has the
world come to? I just can't figure it out.
Whose fault is it that the truth has been
buried under a mountain of manure?
Who knows, this may just be the truth.
However, through very little observation,

Though the knowl-
edge of the world is a
simple truth, some

things are not. 99

one may conclude that it is very unlikely
thatanyofthese things happened. Okay,
okay, I know that there are a couple of
you out there that do believe that the
principal is dead or that there is only
one calorieindiet cola. It's not a problem,
well maybe it is, but there is hope.

Let me try and help. First become
well-read. This is important. It's funny,
when I was young | used to think that
the world was flat. Well, it always
appeared that way. [ never thought that
I was riding my big wheel on a huge
sphere. The reason I now believe that
the world is round is because I have
matured and I have read several articles
that have proven that the Earth is a
sphere (I've also seen pictures.) Even
though the knowledge of the world is a
simple truth, some things are not. ;

With a wide knowledge base an
individual can then digest the
information in the text. Eat it up, yum.
By doing so, you can soon decide for
yourself what you believe tobe the truth.
Just because it is written word does not
mean that it is a holy scripture. Please,
please don't believe everything that you
read.

It is important that you realize that
you can't believe everything you read.
Doyou believe that the chemistry clubis
building a nuclear bomb? Even though
it is a tad extreme, it is a prime example
of how literature can be misleading.

You can believe me or not.

Letter

to the editor

Dear Editor,

Please deliver this message to the
custodial staff of Central High School:
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

My daughter left her purse in one of
her early classes and one of your staff
members turned it in to the lost and
found. 1 do not know who this individual
is, but they certainly deserve some sort
of recognition.

The good work the custodians do is
often overlooked in the rush of the busy
school day. Please thank them for me
and my daughter.

Ron Wagner
CHS Class of '64
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NEWS briefs

Proposed curfew
The Onghee! (ellat;%guncﬁ defeated
the proposed curfew ordinance
sponsored by councilman Steve Exon
in a recent four to three vote.
Councilman Exon hopes to bring the
issue to a vote of the people in the
near future.

PSAT scores wi n

student honors
Senior Maurcey Clarkwas inducted

into the Negro Achievement Program
for receiving commendable scores on:
the PSAT/
NMSQT as a
Junior. Maurcey
was ranked in
the top 6% out
of 90,000
students who
applied for the
program.
According
.+ to Mr. Harry
MaurceyClark Forehand,
guidance director at Central, to be
eligible for the Negro Achievement
program, students mustrequestentry
to the Achievement program by:
marking a space provided on the
PSAT/NMSQT answer sheet,
identifying himself or herself as a
Black American, enrolling full time in
asecondary schoolandbeinga citizen
of the United States.

Maurcey said, “At first I was
disappointed that1did not make it as
a National Merit Scholar, but I realized
that this is an honor in itself.”

Militant newspaper

reaches youth

Members of the Socialist Workers
Party(S.W.P.) and the Young
Socialist Alliance(Y.S.A.) have
recently been selling The Militant
Newspaper outside of Central in
the mornings before school. The
Militant is a newspaper put out by
socialist workers that “covers the
fight going on by working people
around the world against social and
economic problems,” said L.
Palterneri, member of the Socialist |
Workers Party,. S

Students score high

on PSAT

Seniors, Cynthia Garner, Mike
Hansen. Jefl Pospisil, Kimberley
Scofleld and Kristen Steenberg were
commended by the Scholarship
Board and the National Merit
Foundation for their high scores on
the PSAT taken their Jjunior year.
The students scored high on the
test. but did not qualify as
semifinalists.

Alternative math class

offered at Central

The 1991-92 school year offers
anew alternative for students who
wish to relteve some of their “math
anxiety.” The course, Applied
Business Math, teaches students
important math skills that are
needed in the work force.

The class, taught by Mrs.Hansen,
Is for juniors and seniors only, and
itrequires thateach student has at
least taken Algebra . To practice
what the students learn, labs are
glven during class. Some of the
labs include: making orange juice,
shooting free-throws with mini
basketballs and calculating the cost
of a family vacation.

By Andrea Davis, Joanna Edwards, Rob
Harshbarger and LaVonyas Watson
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Student wants peace class at CentraE

By Andrea Davis

Surgeon general statistics show that
the leading cause of injury to women is
being beaten by the men that they live
with.

There are 22,000 homicides every year
in the United States. Eight percent of
homicides occur between spouses.
Teenage suicideinthe U.S. has increased
500 percent in the last twenty years. 95
percent of all Children's television has
violent themes.

Since 1900, 78 million people have
been killed in wars. More than 40 wars
are being fought in the world today.

Central senior Ann Carroll is trying to
change this by introducing a peace
studies class at Central. “It would be a
student run class, and it's extra-
curricular, so the students won't get
credits,” said Ann Carroll.

The peace studies class would be held
after school, one day a week, second
semester. Each week, adifferent teacher
will volunteer to teach on an essay by
pacifists such as Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy,
Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, or
the students of the class would volunteer
at a homeless shelter.

Teachers from Central have
volunteered to teach, and Ann is
contacting other teachers of non-violence
classes. “We hope to have a group of
about15 people,” said Ann.

This class will take some of its ideas
from the syllabus of the peace studies
class at Bethesda High School in
Washington, D.C. It is taught by
Washington Post columnist Coleman
McCarthy.

"My goal is to get at least one non-

violence class at each of the 25,000
high schools in the United States, " said
McCarthy, “to give people a choice
whether they want to solve conflicts
violently or non-violently. There is no
third choice.”

Eventually, Ann would like to have

66
Why should there

not be a class
that teaches
peaceful conflict
resolution?

-Ann Carroll
29

the peace studies class be an actual
credit course at Central. “It's a part of
equal access. R.O.T.C. has a class to
teach violent conflict resolving, why
should there not be a class that teaches
peaceful conflict resolution?” said
AnnColeman McCarthy has the same
opinion about the average school
courses. “Schools won't graduate you if
you don't learn English. You start in
first grade. Allyou do is resolve conflicts
like math problems. Then you have
problems later on with not being able to
solve conflicts dealing with other human
beings.”

The peace studies class is not just a

Students rise early to
get headstart on essays

By Josh Cooper

The first meeting of Central's National
Honor Society featured Dr. Rosalie
Saltzman, head of UNO's honors program.
The meeting, held on Tuesday, October
1,at7a.m. in room 235, centered around
college application essays.

Approximately 60 members of NHS
listened to Dr. Saltzman's advice
on filling out college application essays.
She stressed the importance of college
essays in the admissions process.

She sald that essays must make an
impact, and they have to “sell you as a
person.” She said that admissions officers
read the essays in order to understand
“what makes you [the applicant] tick.”

She commented that brevity is essential
inwriting the essays and that they should
read “like a page out of a diary.”

Dr. Saltzman said that the more
selective the college or university is, the
more important the essays are. She said
that Northwestern University ranks the
essays second only to performance in
academic courses.
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Brevity is essential in
writing essays...they
should read like a
page in a diary.

-Dr. Saltzman

She said that the purpose of the essay is
to let the college know who you are as a
fiiman being. She said to pick one event

or incident that typifies what you are like
as a person.
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Essay writers should be
imaginative.

-Dr. Saltzman

Through the essay the college
admissions officers should be able to
learnabout preferences, values, howyou
process information, your sense of humor,
your depth of knowledge, creativeness,
how persuasive you are and the quality oi
your writing skills, according to Dr.
Saltzman.

She stressed that essays “should be
focused,” and they must answer the
question asked. She saild that a good
introduction must be included in the
essay and present tense and active voice
must be utilized.

he said not to use “I" in every line, not
write in third person, and not to write in
second person and say “you" in your
essay.

Dr. Saltzman said that contractions
should be avoided because they make it
look as though the essay was written in a
hurried manner.

She said that the writer, after writing
an essay, must have someone proofread
it and make suggestions to improve the
essay. “Show it to someone who will be
honest with you,” she suggested. Parents
and friends are not the best sources to go
to Dr. Saltzman added.

Most importantly, Dr. Saltzman said
that essay writers should be imaginative,
write well and be sure to make a personal
copy of all essays sent to prospective
colleges.

class about stopping war. "Emp‘;_!.—’
is not necessarily on stopping vig Ethr
overseas but on solving the local vig} O™
problems. Violence starts with ‘€ntf
relationship with your family Ms.!
friends. We want to learn o 2ach
conflicts in a way that isn't _qo'ufth‘
hurt people,” said Ann.She says € ¢
students will be able to relate to_[’gh'
class because “to the average te¢"®°
student, violence is not a war with M8 €
it's going home and being afraid 1o E
in your neighborhood or heanng;‘a‘ri
neighbor beating her childrer. ™
Both Carroll and McCarthy fee] !
is an “obvious need" for this ¢
“When students have their :'u.-c-n'.la::(
high school reunion, they will {ind tudi
many of the women who were i
friends in high school will be I"]Célistd
and the men they were friends Wit otey
be doing the beating,” said M« Car, qec
Central Principal Dr. Moller "
different feelings on the class. “I¢
really see the need for a peace stu regir
class,” said Moller. “Wedoteachlo e
courses one could claim to be pract
any Business or vocational classes
peace studies classes in a way.” [i
students do decide to try to get
actual peace studies class with cre
they will have to work with the | .\:ar.

Education. “The students will hav
make an appeal with the Instruc

Department, or certainly would 1y B
to anyone who made an appeal her The
would consider it with the Biarear

Education, but we would have (¢ pegy
convinced that there is a need ~ yolla

Moller.  erge
lose!

Centralites g™
- jorm
elections
unfair to blact:
student body
By Andrea Davis ank
~ Some students at Central decide Ca
hold Africa ican-American homecorheir

_elections this year, “We were leigcco
hat no blacks were on the refranc

- hom . be 2 SO we wa:}lﬁ?ost|
g i : : y 3
6 1 e

'i l*_dén‘f like separats
_and equal activitiesem

-Mrs. Nared ,C'

start our own,” said Jerome Mo .
“We are recognizing popular by y
people, but not only for being popi——
but for sports, academics. X Ce;
positive and pro-black,” said Jichox
Washington. :alle
This activity is not school sponsiistr
and does not have the support ol%are)
the Central Staff. “I don'tlike sepiheir
and equal activities. Those activl Ac
are supposed to represent the sepa
asa whole. This would cause a diViRela
of our clientel. I don't necessarilyjesig
or want this division,” said Mrs. N:om(f
The candidates were: King. J¢ Dr
Value, Donnie Frazier, VictorJoh™{igh
Dooley Jackson and Burrell Willi3tud
Prince Anton Douglas, Rodney E¥heir
Jerome Moore and Heron Han“achie
Queen, Jackle Washington. © Ac
Warren, Kim White and Tam Mo Zent
Princess Lefloni Brewer, Kim '1ew)
Randy Carey and Joeanna Johi~'go-t
KimWhite was nominated asqi*aare:
Jessie Value as king, Jerome Malkd
prince and Joeanna Johnson priio b
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ana Konyek

cStudies/Afro-American History
e of the many new additions to
al this fall.
Kirstin Nelson, new to high school
hing, teaches the class three periods
= day, with a total of 77 students.
omes to Central from Morton Jr.
Ms. Nelson, who also teaches World
fraphy, is the only person teaching
lass.
thnic Studies does not currently
ave a text book, so Ms. Nelson uses a
ombination of the materials that OPS
ed before, in addition to materials and
es from Benson and Burke which
similar classes.
Afcording to Mr. Jack Blanke, social
ies chairman, the first Afro-
rican history course in the OPS
ct started at Central. The class
bd for about six or seven years until
line in enrollment led to the class
tually being dropped. Also, a
mifority cultures class was tried. In the
‘“beglinning it was strong, but after five
s it too ended.
acey Ruffin, senior, explained it's

Diana Konyek

e '91-'92 senior class officers this
are president Tom Rose, vice-
ident Josh Bahr, secretary Heather
and, treasurer Maggle Boyle and
eants-at-arms Liz Leiben and Mark
nquist.
s year senior class officer elections
held a little bit earlier than usual.
Normally the elections are arranged to
allin November around election day,
lEcounselors felt that this was too late
eofficers tobegin planningactivities
e year.

qualify to run for a senior office
ftients must have a grade average of
or better, computed from all grades
ed for both semesters of the students’
or year.

andidates were required to pattern
r campaign on a set of rules.
ording to campaign rules no
lidate may post more than 15
ers, and they may not exceed 2 1/2
B feet in size. Of course the posters
7 only be taped to wood, metal, or
bs surfaces (no self-sticking signs),
all campaign posters must be
poved the day following elections.

LaVonya Watson

>ntral High is among thirteen OPS
Is chosen for the new pilot program
:d Family Room. This program is a
ctwide K-12 approach toencourage
'nts to become more involved with
rstudents’ education.

‘cording to Mrs. Mary Tessin of the
artment of Human/Community
ptions, the Family Room program is
gned to "make parents feel more
b [ortable [about coming to school].”
r. G. E. Moller, principal of Central
1. said. "It has been proven that
lents who have parents active in
r education result in higher
ievement in school.”

‘cording to Mr. Paul Pennington,
tral’s Student Support Teacher, the
f program is set up to havea liason or
between" to talk with students and
Pnts.  The liason's job will include
ngwith parents of“at risk™ students
bring them together with their child

News

not just a “black” or “white” thing. Lacey
sald, “I want to educate myself more
about other cultures.” Rachel Petit,
senior, feels that regular history classes
don'thave enough information toeducate
fairly. “Everybody should take the class
to help them get over their biases toward
other cultures,” she added.

Rob Nelson, senior, believes that this
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Everybody should take
the class to help them
get over their biases
toward other cultures.

2

class should be introduced at the 9th
or 10th grade level when students are
more easily influenced. Seniors Justin
Jones, Rachel, Rob, and Lacey, all
class members, agree that this class
should be required.

Mr. Paul Semrad, assistant principal,

Candidates not following the above
regulations may be disqualified. Mrs.
Gerry Zerse, counselor, can't remember
anyone being disqualified from the race
in the past.

“There are more good canidates this
year than | can remember,” said Mrs.
Zerse. “Ithasbeen an excellent race with
healthy competition and cooperation.”
she added.

The president's primary duties are to
preside over all class and class officer
meetings and to act as the master of
ceremonies and speak at
commencement, to organize and
coordinate all class activities and to
represent the senior class. "It's going to
be hard work, but a lot of fun, too!"
president Tom Rose said

All officers are responsible forattending
all meetings and assisting the president.

The vice-president's main duty is to
assume the duties of the president in
case of an absence or resignation.

The responsibilities of the secretary
are to record all minutes of class, class
officer, and committee meetings. The
secretary must keep the minutesinorder,
carry on all correspondence (including

to determine the problem and to work
out a solution.

Dr. Moller said that the liason must be
“approachable and encouraging.” The
liason has to be a person who can get
help for people,” he said.

66
We want parents to
know that somebody at
Central High School

cares.
2

October first was Mr. Harold Henry's
first official day as Central High's
liason. As liason, Mr. Henry plans to
initiate the Family Room program by
talking with parents of students who
have excessive absences and tardies
and to encourage parents to come to

hnics Studies class fairing well

said,”] see a real problem in making
ethnic studies a required class. 45
credits are now required to graduate
and by making ethnic studies arequired
class that would decrease the number
of electives that a student could take.”
Ms. Nelson commented, “Idon’t forsee
this class becoming a requirement,
but I think everyone should take it.”

So far nothing is definite about
whether the class will be offered next
year or not. Ms. Nelson would like to
see it be a permanent addition but
said, “We can't have everything we
want.”

Mr. Blanke said, “The only way this
course willbea successis ifthedemand
stays up, and | hope the interest
continues because it's real expensive
to start up a new course.”

Ms. Nelson commented, “Most
teachers are positive about the class,
but some are a little bit cautious. They
don't know what to expect.”

According to Mr. Blanke, to have this
classbecomeasuccess and last longer
than the other attempts, it needs an
enthusiasticteacherand high student
interest.

enior elections draw to close

‘It's going to be hard work, but a lot of fun, too!

class reunions).

The duties of the treasurer are to
handle and be responsible for all the
monies of the senior class, have the
knowledge and ability to maintain a
set of
books and
keep the
books in
order.

The
sergeant-
at-arms’
(boys and
girls)
responsibil-
ity is to
maintain
order at all

Cheryl Kulas

class
officer

meetings.

Tom Rose
Tom Rose, senior class president, held

a senior class officer meeting last
Saturday. "The class officers simply got
together in order to establish a brief
agenda for the school year." said Tom.
He also commented that the session
allowed the officers to get acquainted.

entral includes Family Room program
Parents get involved in their child's education

Open House. Mr. Henry considers
working with parents “a challenge.”
“The underlined goal of the program is
to get as many parents involved as
possible. We want parents to know
that somebody at Central High School
cares,” he said.

AccordingtoMrs. Tessin, theliason's
job will also include showing films to
parents on parenting and “how-to”
classes that will show parents how to
motivate their students. “It's not that
parents do not know how to parent.
"We hope to give emphasis on certain
skills,” she said.

Mrs. Tessin said, “The atmosphere
of the Family Room should be
comfortable. We hope to have a
setting with couches, soft lights and
refreshments to make parents feel at
home.”™ Because of limited space at
Central, Mr. Henry's office is currently
located in 22a. He is scheduled to
work in the building twenty-five hours
a week.

S

NEWS briefs

Central student stabbed

Sentor John Semans was stabbed
seven times on September 21, 1991,
Returning from a house party in his
neighborhood, John said that he was
attacked from behind by a local gang
member and stabbed by another. He
received two wounds to his back,
three on his arms and two in the
stomach which required a totalof 183
stitches.

John spent seven days in intensive
care at St. Joseph's Hospital.
According to John, he recovered
quickly because he started “walking
around and drinking plenty of fluids.”
John is now back at school in fair
condition. “I've got to graduate,” he
‘said. He plans to focus more on school
because of the days he missed whilein
the hospital.

"C" walked on no longer

The Central High School “C" will be
walked on no more! The 1990-1991
student council (last year's student
council) gave Central High School a
present which will keep students from
walking on the purple “C” found on
the first floor on the third side.

The $1000 gift has not been exhibited
yet as a result of decision-making
trouble in 1989. It will be posts with
purple ropes through them. But, the
posts will be securely fastened in the
ground. This will keep delinquents
from making off with the postsand the
purple ropes.

The student council thinks this will
bring back respect for the *sacred 'C’
Mrs. Bender, StudentCouncil sponsor,
said, “I don't think the students
understand the old tradition of the
Central 'C’ and this should help bring
the tradition back.”

School committee
includes students

There is a School Improvement
Committee, made up of faculty,
parents, students. They meet about
once a month to discuss what is
important to Central and to agree on
goals set for this year.

Examples of last year's goals are
to increase staff involvement with “at
risk” students and to increase student
accessibility to computers in all
departments.

The next meeting of the School
Improvement Committee is scheduled
for October 22, at three o'clock, in
Room 111. Students are welcome.

Busy October for band

October is one of the most hectic
months for the Central Marching Band.
This month, the band has several
exhibitions and competitions along
with the half-time
shows during the
home football
games,

The band
members
performed
September 28 in
the River City
Round-Up Parade,
and October 1 in |
the OPS Marching

Exhibition.They

performed October 11 for

the
Homecoming game and competed in
the Omaha Marching Invitational the
following day. This competition
involves all high school marching
bands in the metro area. October 19

will be the Nebraska State
Bandmasters Association.

By Laura Dunham, Joanna Edwards,

Tom Rose and LaVonya Watson

%,



Bible Study

A Bible Study group has been
formed at Central headed by
junior, Ann Pelan. The group
will meet every Tuesday
morning at 7:15 a.m. It was
formed to help students become
more aware of God, and to give
a [riendly, comfortable
atmosphere for a student with
problems. The Bible Study
group will have no official
SpoNsor.

Activities planned include
guest speakers [rom local
temples, praying around the
flagpole for ‘Pray for School Day,’
and other activities depending
on the membership size.

Currently, 15 people are
committed to the group. More
information will be sent through
the bulletin, after an
organizational meeting.
Chemistry Club

The Chemistry Club is for
students who enjoy working
with chemistry.

“We will be making slime for
Halloween, tie-dyed t-shirts,
and next spring we will make
snowballs,” said senior Peter
Thorson, president of the
chemistry club, “We want to
prove chemistry is cool and
have fun with it too.”

The club meets about once
a month, and is sponsored by
science teacher Miss Lisa Hug.

Debate/Speech

Central's Debate/Speech
team, sponsored by Ms. Kristine
Bertch, is a 48 member team
that takes one day out of every
weekend to travel to Debate
tournaments throughout the
nation. They are the largest
O.P.S. member of the National
Forensic League.

The Debate/Speech team
travels to approximately 20
tournaments a year and
sponsors two of their own.
Although most members take

debate class, it is not a
requirement for the team.
DECA
DECA, Central's own

marketing club is electing
officers October 18. Sponsored
by Mrs. Alice Bunz, Mr. Harry
Gaylor, and Mrs. Vicki Wiles,
Marketing teachers, DECA now
includes 111 memebers. 8]
memebers will represent
Central at the Fall Leadership
Conference, an all day seminar
atthe University of Nebraska at
Lincoln.

Other DECA events include
the assistance in opening the
new RAVE store at the
Crossroads and the
Everything’s a Dollar store at
the new Oak View Mall, the
Central Region Conference in
Lexington, Kentucky. The
Omaha Racers Marketing
Director spoke on Sports
Marketing to marketing classes
on October 10.

Drama Club

For people who have interest
in the theatre or want to break
out and be themselves, this is
their club.

They do not perform plays,
but they are involved in the
plays that Central performs.

“We attend plays and
shows in the Omaha area. We

)

usually go to Kansas City in
April or May, and while we are
there we see a show at Tiffany's
Attic,” said senior Shawn Lanz.

The sponsor of the Drama
Club is English teacher Mrs.
Pegi Georgeson.

FBLA

FBLA is open to students
who have have attended a
business or economics class.
The club is for students
interested in improving their
leadership, competative,
training, and social qualities.

“We attend conferences,
seminars, district

tournaments, and they are in
charge of the annual ski trip.
Students receive points for every
activity thatis attended and it's
possibletoletter if the necessary
amount of points are obtained.

GNHS
The two leading themes in
German National Honor Society
are “we care” and “building
bridges across the Atlantic.”
The first demonstrates the

students' involvement in
society.

The second theme exists to
promote  understanding

between all countries.

Math Club
The Central Math Club is
for students whoare interested
in algebra, geometry, calculas.
the new NeXt computer or want
to learn about Mike Stiefel.
“We are going to Chicago in
May, a junior high and senior
high contests in November,”
said math club sponsor Mr.
John Waterman.
National Honor Society
The National Honor Society
is a collection of students of
outstanding academic ability,
leadership, and character.
"Members must have a
cumulative grade point average

f 3.5, must
and state o

competitions. We rexl{liib}i]tleadtel;sa};:g
s | Clubs at Central [
picnics, Honey ‘must document
Sunday, and last ‘their send::e tothe
year we helped the Kick th balll mm’?hucm Y. il
Francis House,” ic e ballll...

said FBLA | activities planned

sponsor Mr. Jack |
Harkey.
FNHS

The French
National Honor
Society at Central
“tries to do
activities of a
coltaral,
educational and

Rob Rouch

Foreign language

¥ students participate in

¢ the annual soccer
tournament. This year

.the tournament was

.. %_ held Sunday, October
-~ 6, at Lewis and Clark.

so far for the
National Honor
Society are Honey
Sunday and a
potluck dinner for
all honor societies
citywide. Mr.
Harry Forehand,
sponsor for the
Honor Society,

community
service nature,” said Mrs. Daryl
Bayer, the head of the foreign
language department and
French teacher.

The French Honor Society is
sponsoringa play in Lincoln by
Moliere, watching French
movies, takinga trip toJoselyn
tosee the French poster exhibit,
and fund raising this year.

To be eligible for FNHS, one
must have a 90% average in
French courses for three
semesters, a 3.5 overall grade
point average, and have
participated in 20 points worth
of French club activities.

French Club

“We try to touch on all the
Fench holidays and celebrate
them the way the French would.
club,” said Beverly Fellman,
sponsor of French club.

Over 100 students are
involved inFrench elub in which
over half are on a committee
dealing with a certain activity.
“This lets the members of the
club become more involved and
give more input on the way they
would like to have the activity
done.” Mike Langan, president,
said. French Club activities
are apple picking, progressive
dinner, hayrack ride, ice
skating, christmas carolling,
picknics, bowling, skiing,
volleyball, and the soccer
tournement.

German Club

“It's fun! I have a good time
sponsoring. [ really enjoy it!”
This was Mrs. Esther Brabec's
comment about this years
German Club,

German Club is a club for
any and all students who take
German here at Central. It
meets on the second Thursday
of every month after school and
onthe fourth Thursday ofevery
month before school.

The students in German Club
are involved in several activities.
They goonahay rackride, roller
skating, ice skating and
Christmas carolling. They also
participate
volleyball

and bowling

in the soccer,’

The club picnics, goes ice
skating, will attend the Anne
Frank exhibit at the Joslynand
will be involved in the foreign
language and art fair in
February.

To qualify for membership, a
student must be a junior, must
have a 3.6 German class grade
point average, a 3.0 overall
grade point average, be a third
year or fifth semester student,
and have oneyear of German at
Central.

Green Eagles

The Green Eagles is the Cental
High Ecology club.

“Our main purpose is to
educate the people and become
more aware of the environment,
and to have worlds of fun,” said
senior Todd Djureen. “We have
car washes, help recycle in the
area, a lock-in in December,
and a Ragged Recycle Race”
said Djureen.

The sponsor is science
teacher Al Roeder.

J.C.L

Sponsored by Miss Ryan,
Centrals Latin club (Junior
Classical League), has just won
the Foreign Language soccer
tournament for the third
straight year. Containing over
100 members, Centrals Latin
club is the largest in the state.

Current activities include:
Hay Rack ride, All City
Certamen competition, state
convention, dinner at Piccolo's
with other high school Latin
clubs throughout the state, and
a Central sponsgred All City
Roman banquet.

To JoinJ.C.L., you must be a
current or former Latin
member.,

Military Drill and Rifle Team

The Central High Drill and Rifle
Team. sponsored by Sgt.
William Middleton, is a cost-
free club in which a member
can compete and win medals
and trophies. Anyone isallowed
lojointhe successful team. The
team practices 10th hour every

said that the
officers have
thoughtabout an adopt-a-park
idea, where students would pick
up litter left in the park.

Physics Club

Physics club was new last
year, and, according to Dr.
Robert Wolff, physics club
sponsor, has just barely gotten
off the ground. It was formed
for students interested in
engineering as a career, or in
physics outside ofthe classroom
and more in-depth work than

that in a classroom.
The club has not met yet, but

Dr. Wolffanticipates a field trip
or two, possibly to the UNO
planetarium and a turkey shoot
using an air canon.

Powerlifting

“The Weightlifting Club is a
group of students and althetes
who want to improve their
strength,” said physical
education teacher, Mr. Joe Mc
Menamin.

The weightlifting club is for
students that are interested in
powerlifting. Students do not
need to registered in any gym
classes to
Join. The club meets from the
first of December to mid-March.

Mr. Mc Menamin is the
sponser.

Progressive Student Alliance

The Progressive Student
Alliance joined Amnesty
International and the Central
League of Animal Rights this
year. They work with and
identify many issues relating
toall interests; anti-dissection.
better food choices for
vegetarians,boycott of GE
because of their invlovement in
producing hydrogen bombs,
and petitions.

“It is mostly a politically
active club. We are not a school
affilation, but do have
fundraisers,”  said English
teacherand sponsor Mrs. Peggy
Wheeler.

Spanish Club
Spainish club has a variety of
activities throughout the year

Central High Regig- ©

including compe; iy

~ withother foriegn lang

clubs, elementary tey

programs, city wide sp;

competitionsand a other M8
and acedemicevents. “Sp] d
club is a unique opportune ar
expands one's cultura g d
social knowledge in a fye-Lz
subject.” said Kristina Tout
Spanish club president. Mat

SNHs sy,

Spanish National pects
Society is one of four cjytain
students who excel i1 a [riysic
language. ople

To be accepted into Sp2ir ™
NHS a student must have-€cte
semesters of high sySiC
Spanish in which they febr
received a 1, Aur:
recommendations ddtl
academic teachers andt©®
$5.00 for dues. TR

For fun, Spanish NHs birt
together with Nation.l iMat
Societies from other @
schoolsinOmaha and f rert aF
Nebraska. Rosetta Sch le\‘
president, said, "I really t‘;m‘
getting together with NI iS’s: u2
other schools.” They g!l:‘
dinner and watch n-.-'mee,]
Spanish. They also do a:_i.‘n3
raiser where mostofthe mstﬂ\
goes toward scholarshtps‘ Ao
students who will go o

=" “irge
Spanish at a university. Kl

U.S. Academic Decathlas I
TTe(
“Our goal is to make learhur
fun and encourage acadty fee
achievement,” said Mrs.»ntz
Kovarik, Central math teias w
and sponsor of Decathlon—
"Decathlon is for pec plf]-a l
enjoy jeopardy, trivial pur
and other intellectual gan
she said.
Recently, the Decathlon
a field trip to the zoo and sfnge

private tour of the rain fo*Low
They will compete in s
competition Feburary 2!

22, Dod
Young Democrats m

554
The Young Democrats (==
sponsored by Social Stime—
teacher Ms. Carol Krejci. E
its first organizational ne¢!
October 15. The purpose’ —
elect officers and to get prep:
for the coming camp:
elections.

Young Republicans

Sponsored by Mr. Clyde Lin¢
the Young Republicans clu
a twelve to fifteen mcﬂ'-D
political group.

Anorganizational meeting
be October 16 in which pl
for a Constitution will be dr: I
up. The key goal for the £r
is to work with the Yo
Democrats club and experit
in party crossing.

Youth-to-Youth
“The Youth-to-Youth {
is for students that wan
have funand bedrug-free.”™ w
Youth-to-Youth sponsor by
Herbert. “We have lock i1 Ar
to state-wide Youth-to Yo In
conferences, and organt Ce
Halloween dance.”
Youth-to-Youth I
organization created to
students what they car
without drugs.
The club is open to everY
but participants must sik
pledge to stay drug-free V' [E
they are a member. Thert
dues, but they are
undetermined, because ﬂil_.:
number of membersin thet



ctober 16,

1991

Feature

/

itral High Register

antral student overcomes life- Iong handicap

k Rosenquist

o just about everything
yone else can do except
ifferent way,” said Matt
allemant, Central junior,
his handicap.
t was born with cerebral
a birth defect which
s different parts of the
that control the body's
cal functions. Some
e with the disease have
speech, hearing orsight”
ed. Others have other
cal disabilities. For Matt,
ral palsy affected his
al sense of balance. Matt
hat part of the reason he
rebral palsy was because
n't getting enough oxygen
h.
t was in a wheelchair last
Now he uses a walker to
ound. Matt said that he
ed this improvement
gh physical therapy.”
reason he made this
bvement was “because I
people to gain respect for

e had five surgeries in the
ve years,” Matt said. “I've
brthopedic reconstructive
ry on my hips, knees and
s,” he added. When he
ttle, he was able to walk
tly but slowly. “In order
,Iwould walk fast [with]

et turned in and my knees
and together,” Mattsaid. I

added. Eventually this incorrect
walking was detrimental.

He said in seventh grade, his
“right hip joint came out of the
socket.” A similar problem
occurred with the left hip joint
but the “joint didn't come all
the way out [of the socket].”
Matt said ,"The muscles pulled
the bone™ part way out of the
socket. This happened because
Matt sat incorrectly when he
was younger. “When I'was little,
I sat on my knees with my feet
apartand myrearend touching
the ground,” hesaid. Thedoctor
cut open the legs and pushed
the hip joints back into the
sockets.

Matt is able to do almost
everything other people do. “I
Jjust kind of wish I had enough
time to prove to others what 1
could do,” Matt said. Hedrives
his own car. “I shower myself,
I dress myself, and [ feed
myself,” Mattsaid. “Runningis
about all I can't do, however, |
will be able torun someday,” he
added.

Matt plays wheelchair
basketball. He said he “can
play ping-pong real well.” Matt
also lifts weights and swims. “It
is possible to train yourself to
do just about anything.” He
admits, though, that he "will

never be able to have the full
physicalabilityasanyoneelse.”
Matt said he will “never be able

he wishes he could do is to “be
able to run and play football.”

Matt partially dislikes the way
most people treat handicapped
people. “Most people feel sorry
I'm handicapped.,” he said.
“Thatshouldn'tbe.” Hedislikes
it when people treat him with
“more sympathy thanrespect.”
Iwant tobe treated like “anyone
else is treated.” Matt said that
he rarely gets insulting
comments from people. One
person once told him, “Look at
you, you can't even walk.”

Matt is in extra-curricular
activities. He is in drama club
and works at West
Telemarketing. Heis interested
inbecominga psychotherapist.
“I plan to major in psychology
and minor in business,” Matt
said.

Matt is optimistic about his
handicap. "Someday I hope to
be without my walker and
wheelchair,” he said. “Thereis
no way of telling when that is
going to happen.” He added. “I
know someday [ will walk
again.” Matt said, “It is very
hard to predict how much
progress a certain person will
make.

“I never thought I'd make it
this far. I still don't know when
it's going to end,” Matt said.
When he was younger there
were times when he felt very
sorry for himself. “I felt it just

alking “pigeon-toed,” he  to mountain climb. One thing
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wasn't fair for it to happen to

By Sean Chapman

“Freedom to say and think
what youwant, this is the most
important feeling,” stated Mrs.
Marina Sadolfsky, Central High
Russian teacher.

Mrs. Sadolfsky is originally
from Russia. She was bornand
raised in Leningrad. She
decided to come to the United
States when she met her uncle
wholivesinOmaha, Nebraska.
“We decided that it would be

 safer for my daughter and

myself to live in America. You
cannot feel safe in Russia. You
do not know what will happen
tomorrow or the next day.
Everything there is very
flexible.”

However, there were more
important reasons for leaving
her country than her fears. “The
most important, even more so
thanyour safety, is your future.
You can handle something that
has already passed, you can
handle something that is going
on right now, but you cannot
handle or understand the idea
that you have no future.”

“The people of Russia have
no motivation or desire to
improve themselves. Weareall
among equal status. There is
no difference between work,
whether it is good or bad,” said
Mrs. Sadolfsky.

It was difficult, according to
Mrs. Sadolfsky, to understand
the meaning of freedom In
Russia. “You are free, but you
are not,” said Mrs. Sadolfsky.
“You are allowed to travel
anywhere you want to
throughout Russia, but you
must stay permanently in the
place that you were born.”

According to Mrs. Sadolfsky.

Kristen Steenberg
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There are certain things that

Matt appreciates more than
most people since he is
handicapped. “I really
appreciate my family. They've
allbeenthere forme.” Headded
“I really appreciate my friends
more.”

“The fact that I am
handicapped makes my faith
stronger in the Lord.”

Matt said that there are
disadvantages for him.

people had the freedom to
choose their own profession:
however, “how they went about
doing it was not up to them. As
a student in Russia, you did
not have the choices that you
do here. You could not decide
which classes to take or which
teacher you wanted to have.”

“It was our family’'s dream to
be reunited in the United States
because all of my family
emigrated to America at the
beginning of the century.
Inorder toemigrate to America,
Mrs. Sadolfsky had to apply for
political asylum while visiting
the United States. She
encountered many problems
while in the process. It took her
about one year to gain political
asylum which she did in the
United States. Before shecame
to America, she had toobtaina
foreign passport to travel out of
the country “which takes about
one year to do.”

The living conditions in
Russia were not very
comfortable, she said. “Comfort
in America is much more
developed. In Russia you are
lucky ifyou have an apartment
with very small rooms that
people share with their family
and relatives.”

Another problem commonly
shared by the Russian peopleis
food shortage. Russian people
“can only get simple food, and
the selection is limited. The
stores often run out of food.
This isa problem because many
of the older people have to wait
in line a long time to obtain
food, and there is no guarantee
that they will get any.”

Mrs. Sadolfsky has been in
the United States for over a

on his way to lunch

Sean Chapman
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“Because of my handicapthere’s
been things I've been left out
of,” he said. “It's hard to get a
date,” he added.

Matt said one of his goals is to
“not need the walker at all.” It
isverydifficult for him toachieve
this goal. In his difficult
turmoils he had “the will to
survive.

“I have the will to survive and
the will to make something of
myself and I will do it."

Central teacher finds freedom

year now and she said, “I miss
my homeland and I want to see
the places that I love but only
like a tourist. With Russia you
can't say that all the problems
will be solved. I can only hope
that some day things will
change.”

Mrs. Sadolfsky was ateacher
of the Russian language in the
Soviet Union. For the last
sixteenyears in Russiashe was
a principal of a preschool for

Mrs. Marina Sadotfsky

special children. “We taught
Russian children the Russian
language because some of the
students had problems with
pronunciation.” The Russian
language is a new option for
students at Central High. “I
like teaching American kids’,
they are very open-minded.”
said Mrs. Sadolfsky.

It is her first year teaching
Russian at Central. Mrs.
Sadolfsky teaches half of the
day at Burke High School and
spends the afternoon teaching
at Central.

Acording to Mrs. Sadolfsky
“the students have some
problems with pronunciation
because it is very different, but
it is amazing how quickly they
can catch onto things.”






























