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* By Rick Besangon

Lawmakers are considering

ancw law, Legislative Bill 130, which
would ban cigarette vending
machines in Nebraska by 1993.
Senators Schimek, Nelson,and Dierks
are sponsoring the bill.
The bill states: “It is now
llegal for youth under the age of 18 to
purchase tobacco products in
icbraska. Yet many teenagers are
procuring tobaccoillegally from these
‘ending machines.

Bill makes it ‘tougher’

“This bill will not only make
ttougher for young people to obtain
obacco products, but it will also send
he message that the state wants to
Hiscourage young people from
moking.

“Any person violating this
law) shall be guilty of a Class III
isdemeanor. In addition, upon
onviction for a second offense, the
ourt shall order a six-month
uspension of the offender’s license to
Il tobacco.....“

Janet Anderson, assistant to
nator Schimek, stated that “the Lung
Association approached Dianna
Schimek] about the problem.”
“Cigarette vending machines
annot discern age, and they provide
asy access for youth under 18,” Mrs.
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al to limit

Anderson stated.

According to Senator
Schimek’s office, “Eighty-seven
percent of youth who smoke report
having purchased tobacco from a
vending machine.

"More than one-half of tenth
grade students who smoke named
vendingmachinesasa primary source
of cigarettes. More people start
smokingatage 13 thanany otherage."

The American Lung
Association stated that “today any
child can take a fist full of coins and
start a deadly habit that kills more
people annually in the United States
than cocaine, alcohol, fires, suicide,
AIDS and automobile accidents
combined.”

‘Long overdue’

Mike Wadum,
Communications Director for The
American Lung Association, stated
that the bill is “long overdue.”

Wadum wentontosay “most
people start smoking at the age of 13,
and the primary source of cigarettesis
fromvending machines.” Mr. Wadum
stated “at vending machines, no one
is there to enforce the law.”

According to Senator Schimek's

office, "Almost 60 percent of all
smokers startby age 14and 90 percent
begin smoking by age 19."

Michelle Rosener _

Left, Todd Djureen and right, Sean Rourke, dance to the tunes
of YMCA at the 1991 Road Show matinee, February 21. This
year, Central had its first matinee in fifteen years. Feature

By Kelly Ramsey

Although controversy over limits on state
ppending has passed on withlast year’selection, the
Provisions of already existing legislation continue
0 have an effect on many state agencies. Among
hese is the school system.

Schools within the Omaha Public Schools
OPS) district are currently experiencing a general
eductioninavailable funding, resulting in cutbacks
0 a number of programs. One such institution is
entral High School.
Dr. Gary Bennett, assistant superintendent
ind budget director for OPS, attributes these cuts to

entexpansion within the district. “Growth seems

Obeashigh asit's been in the last 20 years,” hesaid.

According to Dr. Bennett, budget planning
S based on three major factors: improvement
p lanning, student enrollment, and the number and
Pes of programs to be offered at the school in
uestion,

The administration must have a rationale for
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Central student
dances for the
Lancers.
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eacher, administrators criticize cuts

stories on page 8.

each request in its annual proposal, Dr. Bennett
said.

If yearly requests for funds in a particular
year exceed theamount of moneyavailable, he said,
cuts have to be made either by the principal and
staff, by the school board, or by the budget office
directly.

Some of the funding for OPS is the domain
of the state legislature. The bill which addresses
state funds for school budgets, LB1059, directs
revenue from sales and income taxes to provide for
public education.

One aspect of LB1059 is a 4% annual lid on
expansion of the state budget. According to Dr.
Bennett, this lid, coupled with the recent growth,
hasresulted in fewer fundsavailable foreach school.

Despite the constraints of the current
situation, Dr. Bennett said, expansion and
development are positive signs within the system.
“Omaha Public Schools is alive and well and

growing,” he said.

Entertainment:

with Tracey
Finley.
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However, Dr.G.E. Moller, Central principal,
does not meet this situation with the same optimism.

“We can’t even pay inflationary costs with
the 4% limit,” Dr. Moller said. “When I sent the
necessary information to the department heads. ..
the total amount for the building was $12,000 less,”
he said.

The reduction in funding has notimpacted
Central uniformly. Departments with large
equipment demands, such as physical education
and science, are feeling the effects of a smaller
overall budget the most.

Mr. Jerry Doctor, science department head,
noted that the cuts have drastically affected his
ability to replace exhausted materials. “Compared
to last year,” he said, “the budget for supplies and
equipment was cut 30% in science.”

Mr. Doctor attributed some of thedifficulty
to the expense of adding a new lab roomand seven
sections of physical science to the curriculum. Also,
scienceenrollment  (Continued on p.11)
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Editorials

Unsigned articles are the opinion of

the Register

Abortion: a woman's choice
Notification an invasion

Again this year, the
Nebraska Legislature is
wasting time debating bills
concerning restrictions on
abortion. This year alone,
several bills aimed at
restricting abortions in
Nebraska have Dbeen
proposed.

Oneof those bills, LB
425, is both counter-
productive and harmful.

LB425 would require
a parent or guardian to be
notified beforea minor could
receive an abortion. The
abortion could not be
performed until at least 48
hours after the notice.

A minor, 19 and
under, could bypass the
notification procedure by
appearing in court. A judge
could waive the notice
requirementif hedetermined
the woman was mature and
capable of an informed
decision, or that it was in the
best interest of the woman
thatthe parent notbe notified.

The Registerstrongly
opposes this bill. The bill
contains many flaws, though
it may appear to have a good
intention.

Infact, thisbill places
a roadblock in a woman’s
constitutional right to choose
to have an abortion.

A young, pregnant
woman should be allowed to
make this private decision
without having to be forced
to consult her parents.

Ideally, parents
would liketobeaware of their
daughter’s intention to have
an abortion. In some
instances, however, parental
notification can be
detrimental, especially in a

dysfunctional family.

Many pregnant
adolescents fear that their
parents will become very
upset or disappointed
upon learning of a
pregnancy.

Physical abuse is
the price some teens have
had to pay because they
were forced to tell their
parents.

Some young
women are so afraid to tell
aparentabouta pregnancy
that they seek an abortion
outside of the health care
system. These “backalley”
abortions are medically
unsafe and lead to grave
health care problems or
evendeath.

Because some
young women are So
frightened to tell their
parents of a pregnancy,
they may deny that they
are pregnant.

By denying this
pregnancy, they may not

receive the needed prenatal
care that should
accompany all
pregnancies.

If a young woman
chooses not to tell her
parents then, according to
the bill, she can appear in
front of a judge. Try to
imagine a pregnant 15 or
16 year-old asking ajudge,
a complete stranger, if she
can have an abortion.

LB425isone more
attempt to interfere with a
woman’s constitutional
right to have an abortion.
Bills regarding family
communication on such
sensitive issues have no
place in the legislature.

Machine ban for minors?
Cigarette sales need control

Legislative Bill 130,a
bill to ban the use of cigarette
vending machines by minors,
is a bill that the Register staff
feels is long overdue.

Notonly will thisbill,
if passed, restrict the
purchasing of cigarettes from
vending machines, but will
also cut down on cigarette
consumption by teens.

The reason for this
bill is to convey the message
that society will not promote
or encourage the use of
tobacco by teenagers. Since
many students buy their
cigarettes from vendin
machines, this will hopefully
cut down on the overall

Road Show:

For once, it seems as
though Central carried off an
assembly-type event with
ease. In the past, Central has
not been the best audience
for speakers, in-school
assemblies and the like, but
the matinee audience for the
Road Show wasexceptionally
well-behaved.

The Register would

0

a Success

number  of
smoking.

Smoking is a habit

thatis detrimental to one’s
health and simply isn’t a
pleasant habit—both to
participate in and be
around. If a person can be
kept from smoking during
their adolescence, chances
are, they won’t ever take
up the habit.

This bill is aimed
at decreasing the number
ofadolescent smokers. Itis
one that is worthy of the
legislature’s time and
energy and will prove to,
be beneficial to everyone -
involved.

minors

ot~
like to thank the student
body for their behavior
during the matinee -
performance. Road Show
has not had a matinee for
fifteen years,and this year,
the students proved .
themselves quite capableof
sitting through road show
with some class and
maturity.

A
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Centralite Voices

Should Nebraska law require that a parent o

guardian be notified before a minor, 19 and under,
could receive an abortion?

No.Some people can't
tell their parents. If they
become desperate enough,

Yes 72 (33%) No 141 (67%) Total 213

L 4|

No. Some girls don't
want to lose their parents'
trust. Parents might not

they might get an illegal trust their daughters made amistake they should
abortion. They could get anymore. try to get out of it
hurt. themselves.
-Jeff Casady
-Sarah Rennard Freshman -Sheritha Smith
Sophomore Junior

il Y

No. The decision
should be up to the female.
Even though they have

Oy
Yes.
parents should know about

Because the

their _children. It's the
parents'responsibility, too,
since their daughters live

the
girls'private business. The
notification could resultin
child abuse. Some kids

No. It's

No. Some girls feel
they can't tell their parents.
That may result in
attempting a medically

. may get kicked out of their unsafe means of abortion.
with them. homes.
_ -Mr. Rick Behrens
-quor Evans -Burrell Williams Social Studies
Senior Junior
Chapman
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Ina
Manner
of
Speaking
Shelly Barkes

Its a given. Every time I visit my
grandparents house, my grandmotherasks the same
old question: “So do people offer you drugs, likein
the bathrooms?” Heck no, Grams! They’re not
going to share with me. Drugs are expensive these
days. Ilove the reaction that answer always gets.

Misconceptions are everywhere. Centralis
viewed by West Omaha students, and some adults,
asthe drug and gang capital of Omaha. They truly
envision passing periods with poor, innocent kids
diving behind trashcans toescape ashower of bullets.
How many gang-related incidents have we had at
Central? Not many, to my knowlege.

I actually heard (now this is a true story)
that a West Omaha student had a nightmare about
being a Central student. In the dream, she was on
the Pom Squad, surrounded by people of adifferent
race, and when the music started, she was left
standing aseveryoneelsebegan todanceinamanner
to which she was not accustomed. '

Is this how Central is really viewed? Do
people not take into account that we are nationally
ranked as a high school of superior educational
standards? I do not believe that this would be
possible if we were being tormented by gang
activiies. Decathlon State champs and gang

Downtown difference doesn't mean drugs

The “Central” misconception

war zone? [ don’t think so.

What WestOmaha students fail torealizeiis
that going to a school where everyone is the same
does not help you. It does not make you superior to
us “inner city” students. Itjust makes you closed-
minded and oblivious to what the world is really all
about. And that is learning about other types of

Central is viewed by
West Omaha students and
some adults as the drug and
gang capital of Omaha.

peopleand how to getalong with them. Judgments,
especially those made in ignorance, will only hurt
you in the long run.

Now I am not up for two controversial
issues in a row, so I will just talk about
misconceptionsin general. Lord only knowsIdon’t
want to be stereotypical.

Another misconception due to media is
that whole peer pressure thing. They show some
poor sap, usually in a new school or environment,

out with new friends, when low and behold,
someone whips out drugs and the innocent
bystander is bombarded with “C’mon, everybody
does it” and “Don’t you want to be cool?” I don’t
know about you, butI have never been approached
with this. It is usually a simple “Do you want
some?” and a simple “No” does the trick. If this sort
of peer pressure does exist, I think that one could
spot, and pretty easily, the sort of person who
would shove hallucinagens down your throat. ~

Now I am not calling peer pressure a cop-
out. But I believe that if someone really doesn’t
want to do drugs, then they won’t. I believe that
simply making a decision, then taking steps to stick
with this decision, such as choosing friends that
don’tdodrugs, will reduce the risk of peer pressure.
I think that if someone gets involved in drugs, or
alcohol for that matter, and gets caught, the only
person that they have to blame is themselves.

Soitmakes meangry whenIhear teenagers
blame their own weaknesses on their peers. And it
makes me angry when I hear how ignorant people
areof what Central High School is really like. Maybe
if West Omaha students were brave enough to
venture east of 72nd Street (yes, past Crossroads
even) they would realize this.

Should teachers be able to smoke in Central?

of smoke. I don’t see a

The Omaha Public
Schools’ Student Code of
Conduct states thata student
will receive a suspension for
theuse of tobaccoin the school
building. The more often a
student is caught with
tobacco, the longer the
suspension will last.

Another Point
of View

by

Christopher Thilgen

Smoking is a life-
threatening habit. Ithaskilled

inthe pastand it will continue
tokill,

O.P.S. is justified in
enforcing this rule. They are
trying to prevent students
from coming to harm. I just
have one question. “Does
O.P.S. care about the health
of their teachers?”

What I mean by this,
isthatteachersareallowed to
smoke at Central. Smoke, at
Central? Yes, that’s right.
Teachers have a special
lounge adjacent to the
courtyard that is referred to
as the smoking teacher’s
lounge. This area is the only
one of itskind at Central. Itis
theonly place wheresmoking
is allowed.

Teachers are special
people, and I think that they

are as important as students.
Why then, does O.P.S. allow
teachers to smoke in the
building?

This initself may not
be such a bad thing, but what
if that smoke is harming
others?

According to the
1986 Surgeon General’s
Report on The Health
Consequences of Involuntary
Smoking, “Involuntary
smoke is a cause of disease,
including lung cancer, in
healthy non-smokers.”

Airlineshavebanned
smoking becauseitendangers
the lives of other passengers.
Movie theaters have banned
smoking becauseitendangers

the lives of their patrons.
Besides the obvious health
risks, smokingleavesonodor
ona person thatis somewhat
disagreeable.

Nothing is more
disgusting than asking a
teacher a question and
smelling the layers of smoke
seeping out of his/her
clothing.

For years] have seen
students come bumbling out
of the bathroom enveloped
ina cloud of smoke and have
just shaken my head in
disgust. I thought teachers
wereinourlivesasa positive
influence until I saw a teacher
come out of this lounge
enveloped in that samecloud

positive message being sent
to me by teachers at Central
who smoke.

So this is the
problem. Smokingisbad,and
it will kill you. Students are
not allowed to smoke in the
building, and teachers are.
This smoke could be
endangering the lives of
students.

Teachers, if you want
to smoke, do what students
have to do. Wait until after
school and do it at home.

If this doesn’tchange, 1
may have to go to the movies
to study, it may not be quiet;
but at least there is no
smoking allowed.

—

Letters

to the editor

Audience divided racially by speaker
Deat Editor,

It is my opinion that we should have an
African American History Class, and I also support
the African American History Month we now
Celebrate. T felt the speaker’s (George Garrison)
Presentation on February 26 divided the audience
racially, and I was offended. If this is the method to

used in any class, I feel it would only make
Central's racial prejudice problems worse.

Chris Coquat

Your Opinion__Junicr

Send your opinion to the Register.
Bring letters to room 315. We welcome any
letters concerning local or school-related
1ssues,

Letters may be edited due to available space.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.

“Maybe turn our heads and cough?”
Dear Editor,

I strongly disagree with the last Register’s
editorial regarding therevision of our beloved Senior
Wills. The Register staff suggests that we cutoutall
the cruelty in the Senior Wills, and make them nice
and warm and sweet. How boring! What's wrong
with a few back-slashing insults about people’s
looks, habits, or unfortunatesexual incidents? These
type of wills are what gives this fine publication its
pizazz.
The Register staff suggests that a faculty
member be involved in the supervision of OUR
Senior Wills. That'sinsane! I'll tell you what. Why
don’t we also throw a team of parents on the
committee. Maybe Gandhi! Would he make the
wills nice enough for you?

It was also suggested that all wills should
be signed by the true author and he/she must show
identification. What else do we need to do? Give
our fingerprints? Maybe turn our headsand cough?

I simply suggest that we leave thg Senior
Wills as they are, and letus seniors have a little fun

in our final year.

Rob Likes
Senior

‘Register entertaining, well-written”
Dear Editor,

I want to commend and congratulate the
1990-1991 Register staff on an entertaining,
intelligent, and well-written newspaper. During
the winter break I had the opportunity to read and
review the Register’s issues up to date, and for the
most part, I have nothing but praise for this year’s
staff. I am amazed at the fact that each year Mr.
Gaherty can take on a new batch of students and
mold them into a staff which can consistently put
out a quality product to their readers. Their hard
work and effort have definitely paid off.

However, the staff must continue to grow
and prosper. The Registerisanassettothestudents,
faculty, and supporters of Central High School. The
staff has a responsibility as the “eyes, ears, and
voice” of the school. People are counting on their
diligence and professionalism. Donotletthe people
down by relaxing and allowing Mr. Gaherty’s
dreaded “senioritis” to take over. I know eachand
every one of you is capable of greatness. Push
onward and continue the Register’s excellence until
the very last issue.

Good Luck,
Benjamin Rouch
New York University




Every act in Road Show was enjoyable
Dear Editor,

Last weekend our family had the pleasure
of attending the Central High Road Show and
wanted to let you know how much we enjoyed
seeing the outstanding performance. Every actwas
enjoyableand we wereall proud toseesuch talented
young people representing our school. I wish more
people in the Omaha community could have had
the opportunity to see the students of Central, a
great group of kids. My thanks to the faculty for
their extra time and efforts working with these
students. As parents we truly appreciate your
efforts.

A Proud Central Parent
‘Many reasons to oppose the Gulf War’

Dear Editor,

As a graduate of Central High and former
reporter for the Central High Register, I hope that
Central High School students will take the lead in
speaking out against the Gulf war. There are many
reasons tooppose the curtent warand why itshould
be stopped now.

Unfortunately, theAmerican publicisignorant.
According to a survey commissioned by National
Geographic, at the height of the Iran/Iraq war, 75%
of the American public could not even locate the
Persian Gulf! Is it no wonder why we are at war?

The facts about the current war are not
being told. The Bush administrationintends toleave
Saddam Husscin in power for regional stability,
and because taking Hussein out would go beyond
the U. N. resolutions. Inother words, weare fighting
for the rich oil King of Kuwait.

The Emir of Kuwait abolished parliament,
and banned freedom of the press. Heeven provoked
the invasion of his country by violating OPEC quotas
on oil production and oil pricing.

We have treated the Araband Islamic world
unfairly. We gave the Soviet Union 40 years of
sanctions to leave six nationsin Eastern Europe, we
are allowing sanctions to work in South Africa but
we only gave 5 months of sanctions for Iraq to leave
Kuwait. This is not fair treatment.

The U.S.isonly one country out of over 150
countries and only represents 5% of the world’s
population. The Islamic world is nearly 20% of the
world’s population and according to Islamiclaw, a
monarchy, like Kuwait’s, is illegal in an Islamic
country. Anattempt tore-install the Emirislikely to
be perceived as an attack on Islam. Now do you
understand why people in Islamic countries like
Morroco, Pakistan and Indonesia, are naming their
children “Scud” and “Saddam”? (Are we going to
name our children “Patriot” and “George”?) We
will never see the end of terrorism! Now do you
know why we should stop this war?

Andrew Sullivan
Central Graduate-1984

YOUR OPINION
COUNTS!

Due to the overwhelming
response from our readers, the
Register devoted over an entire page
for letters to the Editor.

This response shows that
Central students truly care about
issues that affect them.

If you have an opinion you
wish to make public send it to the
Register.

Perspective — Register

. no question!

‘Joubert and others like him should fry’

Dear Editor,

Hooray Josh Cooper! ‘

1 agreed with every line of your “Point _of
View” (“John Joubert: still alive, still well, still
appealing”)in the lastissue of the Register. Joubert
and others like him should fry! This sounds harsh
but is necessary. If there was a question of guiltor
innocence then stop and let him speak. But there’s
He just wants to live his life out,
although he ended so many others and at an ee}rly
age. Kill him! This is not barbaric. This is justice!

Robert C. Rouch
Junior

““Hippies” ask for justice, equality, and
true awareness from Americans’

Dear Editor,

I'd like to personally thank Shelly Barkes
for writing her column and making meaware of the
stereotypical, hypocritical point of view she harbors.
My work would be meaningless without writers
like her to keep me motivated.

: Apparently, Shelly has never taken the time
totalk toone of these so-called “hippies”. Otherwise
she would haverealized that, firstofall, the majority
of them, are just as anti-drug as, let’s say, her for
instance, and, second of all, all they are asking for is
justice, equality, and trueawareness from the general
majority of Americans, especially the media. Most
importantly, they hate being called hippiesbecause
of these narrow-minded prejudices. If one of them
were to stoop to her level, I'm sure that the word
“cheerleader” would come up. I can agree with her
onone thing, though. Iresent the “pseudo-hippies”
as much as anyone, like the people thatrecycle and
plant trees because it’s the “thing to do”.

I'd like to make Shelly aware of the
numerous times that the United States has stood
idly by and watched as other countries, usually
Americanallies,invadea neighboring land, entirely
unprovoked, such as China and Tibet, South Africa
and Mozambique, Turkey and Cyprus, Britain and
Northern Ireland, and, of course, Israel and the
occupied territories. Is she aware of the mass
murders of innocent women and children in Central
America that, to this day, ourtax money pays for? 1
never heard Hussein called a madman or a Hitler
while we supplied him with weapons to battle
against Iran and when he gassed thousands of
innocent Kurdish people over ten years ago. 1
cannot be convinced that nothing else is going on
here. Did we have to resort to war? Not when the
Iraqis werereportedly down to one month’s supply
of food as a result of the U. N. sanctions. They
would have to had to surrender soon.

Besides, what makes the United States the
world’s police officer? Saudi Arabia has thousands
of troops that, to my knowledge, have done
extremely little to help us thus far. Where’s the UN.
when we need ‘em? With all of this information at
hand, I see that the youth of America needs to band
together and “be all we can be”; struggle against
hypocrisy in a greedy society, which, to me means
demonstrating, writing letters, and educating myself
and others, and working for peace.

I'd like to condone the reporters and the
writers on their job on this last issue of the Register,
especially the spread on the Middle East. They did
several excellent, objective works, and presented
theissue well. I'mlooking forward to the nextissue.

Elissa Mendenhall
Sophomore
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Peace protestors must allow all to speak
Dear Editor,

[ am writing in response to the outcry of
disgustproc]aimedbyafewindividualsconuming
Shelly Barkes’ column (“The Holocaust, Hippies,
and Hussein”.) How dare these peace protesters
cry and complain. How hippocritical! They have
been doing the same toothers'ideassince the 1960's.

If they have the right to show their
displeasure (as they rightfully do), so should
everyone else. “Peace protestors” have been
complaining for years, and now, once somcons
showsdispleasurewdththem,theycryandcumplain.
Miss. Barkes’ article was well-written and [, along
with the majority of others, agree with every single
line.

Joe Maginn
Junior

Reader is upset by condescending
attitude towards peace protesters

Dear Editor,

I was very upset by Shelley Barkes’ column
“InaMannerof Speaking” inthe February 8 Regster
In the first place, your choice of song [vrics

is appalling. You quoted that song completcly ou
of context. The song is called “Death of a Dis
‘Dancer” by the Smiths. Itdiscusses the probicmscl
violence in today’s society and how little people
care about what happens around them. You took
the lyrics, warped the meaning,and then uscd them

to justify a war.

1 was also upset by your extremely
condescending attitude towards peace protesiers
Apparently you think it is morally acceptable 10
blow up the citizens of Iraq. They have done usno
harm, yet we force them to live in terror, 24 hoursa
day, entirely because of the actions of Saddam
Hussein. Maybe you would feel different if your
friends, family, and even you faced death because of
the actions of your leader.

Michelle Bobo
Sophomore

‘“Yes, even John Joubert has rights’
Dear Editor,

I very much disagree with Josh Cooper’s
“ Another Point of View”, concerning John Joubert
in the last Register. First,I would like toinform Mr.
Cooper (and any others who are interested) that i
costs the state and the taxpayers a good deal more
money to put people like Joubert in the electricchal
than it does to confine them for life. If the moncy
being spent on Joubert now is ‘beyond your belicf’
I would like to see your reaction when you wer¢
presented with the figures on whatit would cost®®
put this man in the chair.

Secondly, Mr. Cooper’s article presented
the idea that those sentenced to the death penalty
should be killed immediately, without appeals
Doing this would violate Joubert’s right (yes, eve"
he has rights) to exhaust all possible appeals befor®
being put in the chair. 1 would guess that were th¢
author in Joubert's position, he would view the
numberof courtappealsheis entitled toinadifferen"
light.

We are talking abouta man’slife here. O¢

day is not enough to decide his future or lack
thereof.

Michelle Dowd
Sophomore

Editor's note: Nowhere in “John Joubert still
alive, still well, still appealing,” did the auth®’
say that those sentenced to death should be
killed immediately without appeals.



Latin teams compete
in Certamen Bowl

The 1991 Latin
Certamen College Bowl was
held on Tuesday, February
12. Inthis year’s competition
Central’s third and fifth year
teams won first-place
trophies, the second and
fourth year teams won
second-place trophies, and
thetwofirst year teams third-
and fourth-place.

The team members
were:  fifth year- Kelly
Ramsey,senior; Amy
Vosburg, senior; Teresa
Clark, senior; Jerry Smith,
senior; fourth year- Libby
Krecek, junior; Bill Thoms,
senior; Rachel Tomlinson,
junior; Jeff Pospisil, junior;
third year- Duncan Joyner,
junior; Todd  Reiser,
sophomore;Rick
Fenton,sophomore; Ben
Fenner, sophomore.

Other competitors
included:  second year-
Michelle Bobo,sophomore;
Debbie Spencer, sophomore;
Jenny Wolf, junior; Shoshann
Johnson, senior; first year
team A- Adam Yale,
sophomore; Jenny Coleman,
sophomore; Jennifer Beal,
sophomore; Bridget Oliveto,
sophomore; first year team
B-Shawn Ahmed, freshman;
Mike Ferro, junior;Debbie
Hubbbcll,}unior; and Rosetta
Scolar, junior.

Seniors win awards at
fifth annual art show

Central swept the
awards at the fifth annual
Bellevue College Art Gallery
show for metro seniors.

Joel Davies won the
best of show award for a self-
portrait aquatint print. Julie
Torpy won first place in the
painting category for a
landscape in oil. Kit
Balrhncss,senior, took first in
Printmaking; Dave Johnson
and Ann Ort took second and
third in the same category.
Kristine Terry, 1990 June
fraduate, took first in
teramics,

How Do
You Spell

Success!

DECA

Ask
Me
About

lomimng!
Joining!

Math team busy with
contests, competitions

The Central High
math team competed in three
contests. The math team
hosted a contest on February
16 for junior high students as
well.

On February 23, ten
students participated in a
math contest at Creighton
University. Those who
participated included Brad
Gibson, senior; Bryan
Campbell, junior; Qian Chen,
junior;Michelle
Dowd,sophomore; Scott

Fullerton, senior; Mindy
e
Drake, sophomore; Kim &
Kristenz
Steenberg, junior; Petef;
Thorson, junior; and Radek'_E
Kosior, senior. )

Scofield,junior;

The math team will
also participateina contestat
Northwest Missouri State
University on March28. Over
100 math students will take
the American High School
Math Exam on February 26.

Photography students
excel in Scholastics

Career Center
photography students from
Central excelled in the
Scholastic Art Competition.

Seniors Geri
Therkildsen and Michelle
Rosener were each selected
to submit entire portfolios. of
eight pieces to a national
competition in New York.
They have two out of only
three portfolios sent from
Nebraska.Gold Keys were
awarded forindividual work
of Geri, Michelle, and Matt
Worm, senior. Special Dean’s
awards went to Geri and
Michelle.

Opera Omaha group
works with students

The Opera Omaha
ensemble cametoCentral the
week of February 11-15. The
six member ensemble plus
theiraccompianist performed
and worked with both foreign
language and vocal music
classes. The ensemble
performed a variety of songs
and arias form different
operas, and spoke of their
place in music history. They
also worked individually
with voice students.

Junior's photo printed
in national magazine
Sean Chapman,
junior, recently had a
photograph published in the
magazine National Lampoon.
Sam Johnson, 1981 Central
graduate and former editor-
in-chief of the Register, is the

co-editor of National
Lampoon.
Johnson was

interested in doing a story on
the Upstairs Dinner Theatre,
and contacted Sean to take a
picture of it. Sean was paid
for taking the photo which
appeared in the February
issue of National Lampoon.

Art, foreign languages
come together for fair

Two departments at
Central High are coming
together to promote cultural
awareness. The foreign
language and art
departments sponsored an
art/foreign language fair
held on February 28 at Central
High School.

The fair, which
included works by Central
students, willalsohave street
scenes from foreign countries
and living paintings. It
replaced the International
Banquet held in previous
years.

EQUILIBRIA MEDICAL CENTER
A NON-PROFIT HUMAN SERVICE AGENCY

OFFERING
®OUTPATIENT COUNSELING

New Singers selected

CHS Singers have
been selected for the 1991-92

school year.
Sopranos will be:Sarah
Collins, junior; Heidi

Hausman, junior; Alexis
Richards, junior; Marie
Runyon, sophomore; and
AnnWeber, junior. Altos will
be: Jess Wenke, junior; Jessi
Haubrich, junior; Emily
Moore, sophomore; Ann
Pelan, junior; and Wendy
Revers, sophomore.

Tenors will be: Bryan
Campbell, junior; Kevin
Custard, junior; Matt Hovde,
junior; and Josh Kollman,
junior. Bass will be: Kevin
Cody, sophomore; Gary
Combs, junior; Dan O’'Dell,
junior; Tom Rose, junior;
Tristian Walker, junior; and
Shawn White, junior.

For the February 26
tryouts, the students sang a
madrical for Mr. Terry Theis,
vocal music instructor.

Army recruiter brings_
trailer, advice to CHS

On Februrary 7, a
traveling trailer equipped
with a large-screen T.V.
accompanied the local Army
recruiter to Central.

The trailer was used
toshow studentsa film which
emphasized the importance
of staying in school, and
demonstrated how theclasses
that they are taking now are
also useful in the Army. It
emphasized three main goals:
staying in school, staying off
drugs, and high technology.

Sergeant First Class
Berndt, local Army recruiter,
said that the trailer was not
there to recruit students, but
to make them more aware of
what the Army has to offer.
Berndt said that the jobs in
the military are the same as
non-military jobs and that
students tend to think that
“the Army is all infantry,”
which, he said, is not true.

The Central Update . ..

Minority scholarship rulings to be reevaluated

In the confirmation
hearing for Mr. Lamar
Alexander, President Bush’s
designee to be the new
Secretary of Education,
Alexander announced that
his first act in office will be
to suspend and reevaluate
the Department of
Education’s recent rulings
onminority scholarships.

Recently, controversy
has arrisen over whether
scholarships for minority

g ®DRUG/ALCOHOL AWARENESS studenls..arecons.:it;t.ionat!t indicatim:ls of Mrl.
0 ® SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE Whilescholarshipcuts A]uxandc_rs statt?ments:

c have not actually taken — amcommitted toincreasing

B i effect, the Department of  gpportunities for minority

3 Eduation will allow four  students in  higher

2 OPEN FOUR EVENINGS A WEEK & SATURDAYS e . o rnsion, astliming

. 345'2252 universities to review their  them,” said Senator Bob

minority scholarship Kerrey, Nebraska

544 so- 24th A'e- programs, Democrat_ =

“Colleges receiving
federal funds may
administer minority
scholarships created by
private gifts in which the
donor hasrestricted the use
of the money to minority
scholarships. But colleges
may not use their own
money to create such
scholarships,” said a
spokesman  for the
Department of Education.

“I am pleased by the
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By Dan Fellman

Childhood dreams.
While nearly all children
dream about the future, few
are actually able to fullfill
those dreams. But for Julia
Skinner, freshman, a
childhood dream has come
true.

Julia became
interested in the Flames after
hearing about tryouts on a
newscast. And after four
auditions, Julia became a
member of the squad. Julia
chose totry out for the Flames
because the other Flames are
also young. “It's fun because
we also go to parties
together,” Julia added.

The Flames dance
between periodsonastageat
one end of Aksarben’s arena.
Because her knees get cold in
the ice arena, Julia spends at
least ten minutes warmingup
before each performance.

Not only did Julia
dream about being a dancer,
she planson pursuingacareer
in the performing arts. “I
would like to be a voice

performer or a
choreographer,” Julia
commented.

Julia also added that
her involvement with the
Flames has had an effect on
her family. “It's work
for them, too,” Julia stated.
Julia also added that her
eleven year-old brother
“brags about being around

News
Centralite red-hot as Lancer flame girl

Omaha Lancers hockey team,
Julia spends at least three
afternoons a week practicing.
Although the Flames take up
alotof her time, Juliasaysit’s
worth it. “I had to quit
everything except debate. It
takes a lot of time,” Julia
commented.

Juliahasmany duties
as a Flame. “We sign
autographs, hand outsuckers
to little kids, and hang out
with the Lancer Rooster,” said
Julia. Shealso stated thatthe
Flames do a lot of “joking
around.” “Iam theloud one
on the team,” Julia added.

Juliasaid thatherrole
has been reversed from her
childhood. “When I was
youngerIalways watched the
big girls and got my picture
taken with them. Now, the
little girls come up to me to
get my autograph and take a
picture’ with me,” Julia
commented.

The Flamesalso hang
out with the Lancers. “At
first, the hockey players were
not used to having a dancing
squad, but now we are
friends,” Julia added.
“Fraternization is not
allowed, but sometimes we
hang out together at
Sortino’s,” Julia commented.

Julia said that she
enjoys being a Flame.
Although the crowds are
friendly, she said that she
wished people “would know

Chris Thilgen
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Julia Skinner, freshman, practices her routine at The Upbeat Aerobics Center. Sh

the Lancers.”
As a Flame for the

her by name rather
just a Flame.”

than

performs for the Omaha Lancer's Flames Dance group at Lancer home games.
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Central: home to just a few friendly vermin

By Tom Rose

While dressing in the locker
room have you ever noticed a mouse
scurry across the floor? Or perhapsa
bat fly overhead while you walk
through the courtyard? Well, more
than a few students at Central have
had the experience toanswer "yes" to
these questions.

At first one might think
“O00!! Mice, cockroaches. How
unsanitary,” butitisonly fair thatyou
take everything into consideration
before making these accusations.

Peole have seen mice in the
gym. They have seen cockroaches in
the courtyard. And, they have seen
batsinboth. Luke Wilwerdingajunior
said, “I've seenbats flying around the
ceiling of the courtyard all the time.”

“We’ve caught a bat in the
gymand letitgooutside,” stated Mr.
John Georgeson a gym teacher at
Central. Now seriously, bats in the
gymand courtyard. Can this be true?

Louis Sanders, the head
engineer at Central said, “At night,
when the janitors clean the building,
they open the windows. There’s
always the chance thata bat might fly
in through an open window.” Since
there are these chances, an
exterminator comes to Central every
month. With thisexterminator comes
sprays, glue traps, and poisons (of
course these poisons are only used

where it is safe).

The custodians, faculty, and

a few students claim that these

poisons, traps, and sprays take care of
the problem. “I've seen a dead bat
behind the vending machines in the
courtyard,” said Herb Shropshire, a
senior.

Branden Bowlby, a
sophomoresaid, “I'veseenafew dead
bats in the new gym.

Todd Reiser, another
sophmore said, “You canalways find
dead roaches somewherein thelocker

"

room

There are also students who
complain and say the problem hasn’t
been taken care of one bit. Kim
Kurtzuba, a senior said, “I was in the
washing room near the boys locker
room and a mouse ran right by my
feet. It was at least 6 inches long, not
to mention that it was a chunky old
thing.”

Vonna Taylor, a junior said,

“] see mice in the courtyard on’
regular basis.” .

The facts are there and I
opinions differ. Dr.G.E. Moller, té
principal at Central, said, I susp*
that in an older building it is ¥
natural that a mouse will get in ¥
we keep it within acceptabt
perimeters. It's not serious.”

Well,is therea problem? Y*
be the judge!

!

When asked about the
cooperation of local retailers with the
current law, he stated “to the best of
our knowledge they have been.”
Mr. Wadum said that
according to the American Lung
Association’s testing procedures, the
retailers have been “quite
cooperative.”  According to Mr.
Wadum, “LB130 is long overdue.”

Carol Simon, Kwik Shop
representative, stated that those
people purchasing tobacco or tobacco
products in a Kwik Shop store must
be over 18. She said that daily
problems arise but that the manager
“asks for identification. Sometimes
they [the youth] are kind of mad,”
Ms. Simon added.

Convenient Food Mart has
the same policy as Kwik Shop. Larry
Hoelting, Convenient Foods
representative, said their chain
experiences many of the problems

Kwik shop does, but they have signs

Curbing youths' nicotine habit

up expressing their policies.

Vern Nemitz, manager of
Western Bowl, stated thatthey havea
cigarette vending machine and
experience many problems. “Every
time they try to buy, we chase them
off,” Nemitz related. Nemitz stated
thathedoes notthink LB130 will make
adifference. “If they want cigarettes,
they’ll still buy them somewhere,”
Nemitz said.

Harold Newbanks of
Harold’s Bar and Package stated that
he has no problem with teens trying
to buy cigarettes because “I don’t let
anyone in who isn’t accompanied by
a parent. When I first opened, there
used to be a bunch of kids who came
in to play pool, but they tried to buy
cigarettes, so I kicked them out,” Mr.
Newbanks stated.

John Tatreau, Director of
Grocery Marketing and Consumer
Affairs for Bakers Supermarkets,
stated that Bakers takesan “aggressive

( Continued from page 1)

approach on the [tobacco] issue- 0“
policy is [that] we try toenforcethe
years or older law. The law is post®
in every store and checkers &
instructed to card people who I
too young.” )

Tatreau said, “If the check®”
abuse [the law], the first time l“f
warning; the second time, stroné’
action is taken.” He continu®
“Having cigarette vending mach"”
makes our efforts seem ™
worthwhile.” .

Michael Stansberry, sen'
said, “I think [LB130] will help-
not going to stop it, but it will e

Jeremy Herman, sophomore, state”
thatLB130 “is notreally wortha ban-
When asked if LB130 w™
do any good, Shannon WY! #
sophomore, said, “No, [ don’t 117
would."
He went on .
"Everybody willjust go to Kwik >
that’s where I get mine.”
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By Erika Gaylor

Dr. Marguerita
¥ashington, Central’s own

ighly of her late aunt,
ildred Brown, who
“singlehandedly” started her
wn paper. Ms. Brown came
0 Omaha and worked for a

there went so well that she
ecided to start her own
Dr. Washington
recognizesadvertising as M.
Brown’s most successful
endeavor. The Omaha Star
now has a subscription list of
over 30,000.

In the mid-sixties,
Ms. Brown was responsible
for ~ “getting  blacks
opportunities for
employment.” The paper
served this purpose by
helping  blacks gain
experience.

According to Dr.
Washington, Ms. Brown was
the “instigator” forincreasing
the number of teachers at the
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Omaha Public Schools by
going to southern colleges
and universities and hiring
teachers. She was also
instrumental in placingblack
employees at general public
places, restaurants, and
hotels.

Ms. Brown not only
accomplished much in the
way of general civil rights,
butthe Omaha Starisalso the
only newspaper owned and
operated by a female. The

~ staff has approximately

twenty volunteers and
associates.

Dr. Washington
explained, “The purpose of
the paper was to serve the
community as a means of
communication.

"It has always been
positive on what people are
doing. We don’t carry any
negativeor ‘crime’ news.” Dr.
Washington continues Ms.
Brown's policies; the Omaha
Star still has a strong
emphasis on education and
health matters.

Dr. Washington
graduated from high school
at age sixteen as a result of
accelerated class work and
summer school. Becauseboth

Geri Therkildsen

Register

News /

eacher follows in the foot steps

of the late human rights activitist

Dr. Washington uses the phone at the QOmaha Star. Part o
and making important calls while overseeing the final version of the paper.

f her job entails visiting people

Similarly, Ms. Brown
started out as a teacher, but
according to Dr.Washington,
“it was not for her.” Dr.
Washington attended the
University of Nebraska at
Omaha for her bachelorsand
her mastersdegrees; she then
went to Lincoln to earn her
doctorate.

partnership with her,” said
Dr. Washington.

However, once again,
their lives took parallel lines.
Like heraunt, Dr. Washington
received her degrees in
education and had “many
hours in journalism.”

According to Dr.
Washington, it is “not easy”
getting up at 5:00 a.m. every
morning and going to the
store before and after school

to check on things.

But she feels this is
where she gets her “real
education.” She enjoys the
“variety of activities” in her
life and “meeting all the
interesting people."

As the editor and
publisher (owner) of the
Omaha Star, Dr. Washington
exemplifies the "leader and
organizer qualities" which
she boasted of her aunt

By Emily Rennard

. Linh Nguyen, junior, left Vietnam, her place
of b1rth,atage eight, toseek a new and better life, but
she hardly knew what she was getting into. In fact,
Linh did noteven know the destination she sought.

_ "I'had a feeling it had something todo with
America, but my dad just told me I was going tomy
grandmother’s,” Linhsaid. “Ileftaloneand without
tven saying good-bye to my mother.”

Linh tried toleave Vietnam two times before
Successfully reaching theunknown destination. The
*cond time, late in 1981, involved a capture by the
©mmunists and Linh was jailed at age seven for
'Womonths. “If I had been an adult, they probably
would have killed me.”

il To get _out of prison, Linh had to tell the
5 lisof her trip. Truthfully she said that she was
avelling alone, but she lied to the guards about

Other aspects.
le "ﬂ}ey asked me who the captain wasand I
lmkand pom_ted toa communistcommander. They
ed surprised and asked

secondary level, by usingthe ~ her parents were teachers, she “Mildred always
paper as a tool. planned on joining them in  wanted me to major in
She would recruit for  their profession. journalism and go into a

Linh found herself among 29 strangers, all adults
except one baby, one toddler, and herself.

“The trip went smoothly until the fourth
day or so. Then one night we were chased by
communists and other boats were caught. We

Traumatic experiences brought student to America

“Several of the men asked me if I wanted
them to adopt me or sponsor me in America,” Linh
said. “They told me that they would give me money
and about the families I could live with. But I
insisted that I had to find my uncle.”

escaped, but we could hear
bulletsin thesilentnight,” Linh
recalled. “The baby cried, and
the mother had to cover his
face to save us.”

Linh’s boat had a near
encounter with a Russian
tanker. “On the fourthday, we
saw an oil tanker and thought
it was American; everything

After two years and
numerous exams on her
English, ten-year-old Linh
was finally sent to her ~1
uncle's house.

Once
arriving in the U.S., Linh
was sent to a refugee
camp in the Philippines.
“If you know English,
youareonly therea short
time, but I didn’t.”
was
sent to another city,
where they gave us food
and clothes and taught

on our minds was American.
But then a flag came up and it had a hammer and
sickleonit. Luckily, they did notsee us,” Linh said.

The food and water supply wasslimand by
the sixth or seventh day, they had only one or two

tablespoons of water to drink, according to Linh.
On the

mt“ if 1 was sure, but I
Msisted. 1did not want to
getthe rea) captain killed,”
she said.
bi “They also wanted
wornow who my parents
4 e, bu.t if they found out
¢y might have killed

months.
them, 50 T said T was an D

The second time, latein 1981,
involved a capture by the
communists and Linh was
jailed at age seven for two

seventh day the boat was
surrounded by sharks.
“They hit the boat and
cracked it, so the men had to
drain out buckets of sea
waterfrom thebottom,” Linh
said.

A U.S.
military submarine found
the boat and saved the

Orphan,” Linh added.
back f “Ifyou get caught, youdon’t ge_t yourmoney
uSua”“’m the trip,” Linhsaid. AccordingtoLinh, it
bug ycostsaround $1000 to flee from the country,
we pay in gold so it is hard to say.”
atte, In 1982, Linh made her third and final
: {‘Tf}‘-l toleave. Her father did not tell her thcre
o> B0Ing because she “might tell other kids or
Mething,” Linh said.
Once embarked on the small fishing boat,

refugees, said Linh. “They saved us because a
hurricane was coming in 30 minutes, and they did
not want to watch us die.” According to Linh, the
submarine had been patrolling the waters for years,
saving refugees from various countries.

“Once we were on the submarine, they
gave us food and clothes and allowed ustocall any
relativesanywherein the world, exceptourcountry,”

Linh said.

us English. They asked why we left and about our
family background,” Linh said.

“Also, they asked us if we had relatives or
helped us to find a sponsor.” After two years and
numerous exams on her English, ten-year-old Linh
was finally sent to her uncle’s house.

“A woman was to meet me in Los Angeles
to help me find Lincoln, Nebraska, and the men at
the airport told her I was one year old because [ was
so short,” Linh recalled.

Linh’s main reason for leaving was
education. “My parents wanted me to have the
opportunity tosee whatthe worldislikeand tohave
a good education,” Linh said. She did not go to
school in Vietnam, but her parents began to teach
her towrite and read Vietnamese and she continued
to teach herself after leaving the country, Linh said.

Linh’s father escaped from Vietnam two
years after she settled with her uncle, and they
moved toOmaha, but her mother and sister remain
in Vietnam. Linh has not talked to them since she
left in 1982.

“1 did not leave or move from my country,
[fled,” Linh said. “The difference is that lam never

allowed to go back.”
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