Brian James

By Kate Lundholm

In the past two
months, many eighth and
nuith graders in the Omaha
School District have been
receiving  letters  and
brochures regarding Central.
These mailings are part of
Central’s eighth and ninth
grade recruitment efforts.

In addition to
mailings, Central held
recruitment meetings. The
first meeting was held at the
home of Josh and Alex
Cooper, Central junior and
sophomore, who livein West
Umaha. The purpose of this
meeting was for Central
students who live in West
Omaha to talk informally
witheighthand ninth graders
who are considering
‘ttending Central.

Another meeting

was held at Morton Junior
ligh. The meetings were
ficld, according to Dr. G. E.
Moller, Central principal, as
“another option for people to
eetinformation

‘Super’ turnout

Dr. Moller said that the
recruitment meetings were
“super” with a turnout of
about 20 families at the
Cooper’s on January 8, and
about 15 families at Morton
on January 14.

An Open House
whichattracted an extremely
large crowd was held at
Central on January 23. Mr.
Paul Pennington, Central
math teacher, said that he
estimated the turnout to be
1103 people. Dr. Moller said

Adopt-a-school partnerships

By Heather Baker

_ “Quality education
1S a major national concern;
there is a need for a strong
business-school relationship
S0 the community will be
aware of what is happening
In  education. Strong
business-schoolpartnerships
enrich the educational
txperiences of young
people,” said Mrs. Wanda
Utecht, head of the business
department. She is talking
about the Adopt-A-School

Sean Chapman
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23,1991. The record attendance was approximated at 1100 people.

that it was the first time that
they have had the first floor
filled up and had to open up
the balcony. “Every year it
seems to get better,” he said.
An accurate representation

At the Open House,
Mrs. Pat Brennan, the mother
of Lewis and Clark freshman
Scott Johnson, said that she
thinks Centralis thebest high

The Adopt-A-School
Partnership was formalized
in 1983 with Inter North
Corporation, now known as
Enron corporation, being the
first partner. Since then three
more have been added:
Guarantee Mutual Life in
1987, American Charter in
1988 and Scoular Grain in
1989 and more may be

coming in the future.
“Agoalofthe Adopt-
A -School program is to make
employees of local businesses
aware of the ways in which

school in the city. “You are
exposed to so many different
typesof people withdifferent
backgrounds...[which]gives
anaccuraterepresentation of
what real life is,” she said.
Kent Cisar, Morton
eighth grader, said at the
Open House that he is
deciding between attending
Central or Burke. One of the

their special interests and
abilities can help to solve
school problems and at the
same time make our teachers
and students aware of the
ways in which we can assist
our business partners,” said
Mrs. Utecht who is also the
head of the Adopt-A-School
Program.

According to Mrs.
Utecht, the “rules” of the
partnership are that each
business contributesannually
to the school by providing
money or facilities to hold

T

seduction.
Page 15.

Entertainment:

Il Trovatore tells
story of love and

reasons he is thinking of
Central is because of the
NEXT computers which
Central will be getting next
year,and alsobecause hisdad
went to Central.

Kent's father, Mr.
Ron Cisar, a 1965 Central
graduate, said thatat Central
you can get an excellent
education at a reputable

school. Headded thatanother
advantage Central hastooffer
is the courtyard.

According to Dr.
Moller,the magnet schools,
Northand South,arelearning
and acquiring more which
makes them competition for
Central. “[North and South]
are stepping up their efforts

Continued on p. 8

offer opportunity

banquets, meetings or other
programs that the school may
not be able to provide. The
school, in return provides
services that would benefit
the businesses.

Businesses have
provided many services for
Central. Enron hasprovided
Central with the money to
hold the yearly National
Honor Society induction
brunch at the Red Lion, and
they are responsible for the
printing of the monthly PEP
newsletter.

Guarantee Mutual
has sponsored the Positive
Imageclasses, the shadowing
program for seniors and the
printing of the student
directory. They have also
contributed money for the
new computers for the math
and science departments to
be used next year. American
Charter sponsors the teacher
appreciation week luncheon
in the courtyard and helps
the Decathlon team on
interviewing techniques.

Continued on p. 7

Sports:

Counselor finds
refereeing a
favorable pasttime.

| Page 17.
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Central High Register

Editorials

Unsigned articles are the opinion of the Register

Students need training
Driver's ed. to

What you don’t
know can hurt you. What
you don’tknow can alsohurt
others. When you getbehind
the wheel of a 2000 pound-
plus vehicle, you are takinga
risk and you are also putting
others at risk. If passed,
Legislative Bill 336, may
reduce the risk of car
accidentsamong teendrivers.

Though many
teenagers do not want to
admit thatitistrue, therateof
trafficaccidentsand citations
is high among sixteen and
seventeen year olds. This is
thereason carinsurancerates
are so high for teenage
drivers.

Accordingtothebill,
only students who have
completed adriver’straining
course containing at least
eight hours of instructional
training time will be allowed
toreceive theirdriver’slicense
when they turn sixteen.

The course must be
approved by the Department
of Motor Vehicles. If a teen
does not take driver’s
education, then he/she
would have to wait until
turning seventeen before
receiving a license.

Legislative Bill 3361is

be required

good for several reasons.
Most importantly, defensive
driving skills are taught in
driving courses. Defensive
driving makes teens more
aware of other vehicles and
helps better their judgment
in various driving situations.

Driving courses also
teach teens whatstepstotake
after a car accident occurs.

After taking driver’s
education students are also
less apprehensive about
taking the written test, and
they know exactly what to
expect for the driving part of
the test.

In addition to
teaching many drivingskills,
the course will often lower
insurance rates for teens. No
parentor teencanargueabout
having to pay less for
insurance.

In many states one
must complete a driver’s
education course before

receiving a license. Itshould!

be no different in Nebraska.

Legislative Bill 336,
if passed, will have only
positive effects. It will make
the roads of Omaha a little
safer, lower some teen’s
insurance rates, and, most
importantly,itmay savelives.

Senior wills need revising

Every year, Central
High School has published
Senior Wills. This was
originally intended to serve
as a sort of a final say for the
seniors  before they
graduated; a medium for
them to say a few final words
to friends before they went
their separate ways.

For the most part,
however, the contents of
senior wills have changed
from good-byes to friends to
back-slashinginsults toone’s
enemies. The majority of wills
are written in retaliation and
only hurt the personat whom
the will is aimed.

Inevitably, there are
hurt feelings as a result of
these wills. The Register staff
suggests that changes be
made during the production
of this year’s senior wills.

Instead of abolishing
the wills altogether, there are
afew precautions that should
be taken to insure fewer
problems and concerns after
seniors receive the final copy
of the wills. :

Class officers are
supposed to be in charge of
Senior Wills and therefore
should take responsibility for
the contents. Greater

discretionshould bepracticed
in deciding what can and
cannotbeallowed in the wills.
This means that instead of
onepersondeciding whatwill
go into the wills, a group
should decide together with
the supervision of a faculty
member.

The Register
understands that this takes
up much time and energy on
the part of the class officers.
However, if officers are
careful as to what is printed,
there will be fewer hurt
feelings among the students.

Another problem in
past yearsis that peoplehave
written willsunderadifferent
nameor havenotsigned them
at all. If a will is to be
submitted, the writer of the
will should be required toput
his/her name on the willand
show i. d. Again, this takes
upagreatdeal of time, but in
the long run, it is best for the
class.

The Register staff
simply asks that to assure
fewer problems with the
publicationof senior wills this
year, a few more precautions
should be taken, both by the
classofficersand by thesenior
class.

Tardy policy sees changes

The Register staff
wishes to thank the
administration for the change
in the tardy policy. The old
policy, which placed students
in ISS (In School Suspension)
after the tenth tardy, placed
studentsin ISSwhootherwise
would not be there if not for
their tardies.

The new policy
allows a student to be tardy
to school fifteen times before
disciplinary action is taken.

While this might
serve as an annoyance to
teachers, it enables the
students who arriveatschool
late tonothave toworryabout
a probable stay in ISS.

WITHOUT DRIVER
=D. |'LLHAVETD
WAIT Tk

Centralite Voices
Should teens be required by law to take a drivers

education class before receiving a license af 167

£

Yes. It makes them

Yes 82 (41%)

No

118 (59%)

Total 200

No. Itwould costa Yes. Driver's ed. is
[stuc!ents] more aware of lot of money if the student really important. Itteaches
traffic rules. It's safer for or the school had to pay for you a lot of the basics.
them to drive because they it. Somekids learn todrive '
learn traffic laws. athome;itwouldbeawaste -Doug Wells
of time. Freshman
-Jamy Champenoy
Junior -Jennifer Beal
Sophomore |

Yes. Because they|

No. Itshouldn'tbe Yes. Bécaus e, in
::::rzoulfm l:t:,w;it;dnve required. It should stay most cases, kids don'thave
sibicel ’I'l?' get behind the the way it is. People can the opportunity to learn to
. Thisisthe best way. drive without taking the drive correctly.
Erbea Bt class. If youwantto takeit,
Sel;ci?) h etz that's your decision. -Mr. Don Knauss
) Social sciences
-Lily Luong
Junior
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Perspective

Ina
Manner
of
Speaking
. Shelly Barkes

Love, peace, and harmony. Very nice, very nice, very
nice. Well, maybe in the next world...
——The Smiths

I see them everywhere now. If I thought they

1 | were prevalent before, they’re crawling out of the

woodwork now-a-days. The last time we were
graced by their cries of “make love not war” was
during Vietnam. Do you know the people I am
talking about? Hippies.

Someone told me that hippies are the
strength of America. My first reaction was of
complete disagreement. I immediately thought of
those students at Central who pride themselves on
theirindividuality and complain thateveryoneis so

- |conformed and similar. Funny, they appear the
| [same way to me.

But when I thought about it, I decided that

| thesearen't true hippies. True hippies wanttomake
||achange(whichisdifficulttodo whenyou'restoned.)

The moment the American troops stepped

|onto the plane that took them to Kuwait, these

people took to the streets to protest a possible war.
Letme makeone thingclear: Irecycle,Irefusetoeat
anything that comes from a dolphin-slaughtering
company, and I don’t want to see people die. But
there is a time for peace and there is a time to stand
up for what is right.

lam trying very hard to word thisina way

so that I don’t offend anyone. But I suppose that

‘What if this lunatic got a hold of an atomic bomb?”
The Holocaust, hippies, and Hussein

there is no way to avoid it, so I will just state my
opinion. Itis, after all, my column.

We have all heard about it. Whether in a
history class, from a relative, or an occasional
mentioning in the media. But we never witnessed
it. It was the Holocaust. I heard of one particularly
intelligent youth who thought this was a Jewish

We can't sit idly by
and watch a madman do as he
wishes. Now is the time to
stand up for freedom.

holiday. No. Millio:is and millions of people died
because of oneman’sinsanity. And how did itstart?
Hitler decided to take over a city or two, nothing
big. But no one stopped him.

In 1990, the same thing began to happen. A
man named Saddam Hussein decided to take over
Kuwait. Nothing big. But he had to be stopped.

What really angers me is that these peace-
happy people are mobbing the streets with signs
that condemn the U.S. effort in the Persian Gulf.
They claim that the whole reason troops are there is
to protect our oil. I won’tlie and say that I believe
this is completely wrong, because that may be it.
PARTLY. But we can’t sit idly by and watch a

madman do as he wishes.

Some say that it is not up to us to stop
Saddam Hussein. Then whose job is it? Are we not
one of the superpowers? Are we supposed to wait
for someone else to take charge of the situation?

Iwasrecently reading a letter thata Marine
wrote to his fourth-grade pen pal back home in the
US. He summed it up best when he wrote that
Hussein is insane; he cannot comprehend why
“everyoneisagainst him because he actually thinks
that he is right. He is like a frightened rat, backed
into a corner, baring his teeth.”

Iwouldlike tocommend President Bushon
his resolve. He has handled the whole crisis calmly
and with tact. Some say that we should have waited
before taking the initiative. They say that if we had
waited, Hussein would have realized that he was
amidst a failing cause. How do these people know
what is going on inside this man’s head?

Bush set a time limit and gave Hussein a
choice to do the “peaceful thing.” But Hussein did
not make the choice for peace, so neither could we.
Some say that this war is too costly as far as
conservationisconcerned. True,alotof wild animals
aredying. Butwhat would happenif this lunatic got
a hold of an atomic bomb?

I think it is sad that men and women will
have to die for this cause. But I also think that there
is a time for people to stand up for freedom. And
that time is now.

P AN P R My e
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John Joubert: still alive, still well, still appealing

[ have a feeling that
John Joubert will outlive me!
The man has been found
guilty of murdering and
molesting boys. He was
found guilty, not once, but

Another Point

of View
by Josh Cooper

numerous times!

He was even
sentenced todeath yearsago.
Today he is still alive and is
once again attempting to
avoid his execution in
Nebraska. He wants to serve
a life sentence in Maine for
the slaying of another boy,
thus avoiding the electric
chair.

I guess I can’t blame
him for that.

This man receives
three meals a day, and is
protected 24 hoursaday. The
amount of money  being
spent on him is beyond my
belief!

All the money that
ourstate is wastingonJoubert
is ludicrous.

How much more
money will be spent on this
loser? 1have a part time job
and thereforeldohave to pay

Letters to the editor

Desert Storm troops fight to insure freedom for all U.S. citizens

Dear Editor and all
whose thoughts lie upon
Operation Desert Storm,

Idisagree with Kelly
Ramsey’s “Another Point of
‘{k-w" inthelast Register. The
US.foreign policy inthe gulf,
tontrary tohis viewpoint, has

|| more to it than just feeling

Vutrage at Iraq’s violation of
rights towards Kuwait. I
knpw that war is horror but
this war is not just for the
Kuwaiti cause, butalsotohelp
Protect the free world’s
security.

Iraq has the world’s
dthlargest military. If wehad
Ot gone to war with Iraq,
then unmonitored military
trade with the Soviets could
have equipped them to pose
d worse threat to our nation.
Iraq’s oil supplies and
agresssive tactics could have
Made worse trouble to the
US. For the allies, the issue
Waswhether they were going

to fight now, or later face a
larger Iraqi threat, with the
chances of they (the allies)
being at stake.

In terms of our own
sakes, a line in the sand is
better to fight over now, than
to later risk the chances of
fighting overa linein or near
the U.S. Iraq must looked at
by its potential could be, not
by what its current state is.
This potential is something
we must never risk.

The sanctions could
have never stopped Iraqi
military buildup. To be
enforced, sanctions need a
military force present on all
borders of that hostile
country. No country will do
this forever.

Hopefully,
Americans will partially fill
the void of help that must go
to fight AIDS, homelessness,
drugs, etc.; things that our
government must partially
overlook now that we’re at

war. Such efforts, though not
filling the void entirely, must
expand; especially until the
U.S. military deems their
mission accomplished.

I hopethta thosewho
agree with my views will
supportour presidentand our
troops in the Gulf.

My heart goes out to
all who have friends and/or
relatives in Desert Storm. I
hope they return alive. For
they fight to insure freedoms
that we all inherit ascitizens
of the United States of
America

Sincerely,

Mark Rosenquist

Junior

taxes. Isa portion of my taxes
helping topay foranotherone
of his court appeals? I hope
not.

Nebraska and other
states must either carry out
death sentences or not have
thematall. Joubert willmake
court appeals for years to
come, unless a reasonable
limit on appeals exists. The
ineffeciency of our legal
system,evident in theJoubert

case, is appalling.

Joubert's name has
appeared in Omaha World-
Herald headlines for years.
Will his name ever appear in

the obituary column?
Probably not.
Inthe pastlequated the

electricchair withdeath. Now
I look at it as a guarantee of
life and a waste of taxpayers’
money.

Register's article very inconsiderate
g

Dear Editor,

In regards to the last
issue of the Register, I found
the article pertaining to the
“Top Five New Year's
Resolutions” very
inconsiderate. The article
stated that the third resolution
was to join the Eagle Elite/
Band.

I guess I just don't
understand why the Register
staff would print anything
that would put down any of

the readers or their
classmates. It seems to me
that if the staff of the Register
could only think of
resolutions that would offend

or degrade any of their
classmates, they must have
been very desperate in
coming up with anything.
Prior to the issuing
ofthe Register, it wasbrought
to my attention that a few of
the staff members questioned
whether or not the third
resolution should have been
printed. This points out that
the writer of the article was
aware that this could arouse
a conflict. Due to the
inconsideration and
thoughtlessness of the writer,
this resolution was included.

Mike Digiacomo
Senior

Your

Opinion

Send your opinion to the Register. Bring
letters to room 315. We welcome any letters
concerning local or school-related issues.

Letters may be edited due to available space.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.
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If you could give President Bush any qdvicg on
the Persian Gulf War, what would you tell him?

AA A A A A A A A A A A A A A AR A A A AR A A A A R A X K &
AAAAA A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A& & & & &%

Go after Hussein
and kill him. We should
send deathrow inmates
and gang members to figh

Don'tgive up until war
iswonor else the deaths will
be meaningless. You can't
give in to the anti-war

demonstrators. Once you're on the front line.
in you have to follow -Damina Gladney
through. Sophomore
- Kevin Cody
Sophomore
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Get 70% of the blacks

Find a way to end
out of the army and send

s A & media censorship.
t.herichpeopleoverthere. AAX A A A A A A At A% & & 4 '
AA A A A A A A A A4 & -Mike Bo
-Jerome Moore AAAAA A XA A A A A A A A & & A 4 : il.y(:l

Junior

Find a way to get I don't think we

I support him for

T W

the war over with quickly
because I miss my brother.

-Beverly Elmer
Sophomore

should be over there in
the first place because
compromise was never
an issue. If a woman
Democrat was president,
we wouldn't be at war.

sending soldiers over
there. If we didn't go over
there Saddam would make
oil prices as high as he
wants, and he'd take over
small Arab countries.

-Shel'ley Haven -Fredrika Ellis
Junior Freshman

He's doing a fin¢
job. Throughout this
ordeal I believe he has
made every right move
possible.

-Matt Hoffman
Junior
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Junior wins art contest

Devin Ferguson,
junior, won first prize in the
Nebraska Food Service
Association and Nebraska
Department of Education’s
Nebraska Button Contest.

January 25 in
Devin’s art class, Dr.
Scheurman, OPS
superintendent, presented
Devin with a $100 savings
bond.

Devin’s button will e
now goon to compete in the J
National Button Contest in
February in Washington
[.C. Devin’s button reads,
“School lunch a winning

-

woice.”

Sean Chapman

All-city includes many -

will be held at the Civic "played" the dating game in the auditorium, January 23.

The 42nd annual Shon Greene, senior, chooses between bachelorettes one, two and three (Lynn White, senior, Amber Gardner, senior,
All-city music competition and Michelle Grigsby, senior) as Mary Cartwright, senior, hosts the show. Mrs. Milliken's Family Living class

Auditorium  Saturday, ) - 5 %
February 9 at seven o'clock English classes bring Miss Nebraska to Central
p-m. The programisopento Recently, Miss  Mayor of Kabul, was jailed.
the city and pricesare$3 for  Nebraska, Ziba Ayeen, She and her brother
adults and $2 for students. visited Mr. David Martin’s  walked for three days and
Auditionswereheld  Englishclasses. Miss Ayeen  nightstothe Pakistaniborder.

at individual schools in the  responded to over 150 letters Once free, they
Omaha PublicSchools (OPS)  written by Martin’s English  traveled toOmaha tolive with
district. classes. other family members who
Categories include According to Mr. were already in the United
vocal, orchestra and band. Martin, Miss Ayeen was  States.
Students audition invited because of her Mr. Martin added

ht

individually and then re- interesting background. She  that his students were
hearse withall other Allcity  immigrated to Americafrom  “shocked” at her
members, missing school Afghanistan atage 16. After  background. He also stated
Friday, February 8 for re- the Soviet invasion of thathisstudents were “quite
hearsal. Afghanistan, her father,then  responsive” to Miss Ayeen.

Senior sings way to top New teacher in science

Aidan Soder, senior, Mr. Keith Hippen is
wonfirst placeintheOmaha  Central’s new physical
Music Teachers Competition  science instructor, filling in
held Saturday, January 26.  forMr. Larry Duff, wholeftat
For the contest, shesang four ~ semester.
songs and won $100. OPS contacted mr.

Aidan also won Hippen at the end of first
second place in the Music  semester and offered himthe

Teachers National job. He had been a substitute
Association regional  teacherin OPS since August.
competition held on The duration of his

Saturday, January 19. She  stay at Central is uncertain.
also sang four songs for the  “Personnel says six weeks,
Music Teachers Association  administration says for the
competition. semester,” Mr. Hippen said.

Give your medical career
a shot in the arm.

All Nursing Areas. Occupational Therapists. Medical Technologists.
Physicai Therapists. Radiologic Technologists.
Rehabilitative Psychologists & Counselors. Respiratory Therapists.
Speech/Language Pathologists. Therapeutic Recreational Therapists.
Cardiovascular Technologists. Biomedical Engineers.

Join us, Saturday, February 16, from 2 tc 6 p.m. for Immanuel Medical Center’s
Health Care Professionals Open House. o

Learn about new, exciting career options, with the most comprehesive heaith
care facility in Omaha. Hear how Immanuel’s on-campus courses prepare nev.
graduates for the state boards. Find out about cur scholarship and grant opportuni-
ties Interview Immanuel professionals. Ali activities are con_ﬁdffnual and informal.

Come when you wish. Stay as long as you wish. Located in Northwest Omaha,
Immanuel is easily reached via Interstate 680, just iwo minutes from I-680 and the
North 72nd Street exit. Parking is free. _ ‘

We'll be waiting for you in the Holling Education Center, located just west of ‘
the hospital. For more information, contact Nancy Fanders, employment managet,
at 572-2205 (local calls) or 1-800-255-0865 (outside 19(:3] calling area).

Don’t miss this opportunity to boost your career with Immanuel.

Immanuel
MEDICAL CENTER

6901 North 72nd Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68122

The Central Update . ..

OPS meets about class
naha Public

History cl
rict. The meeting will
February 27 at the
ministrativeCenter

e Theboardisgenerally
_ in agreement that the district
- ix should have a Black History
- class; they need to work on
- According to a scheduling and the details of
_ esman for MAT, bus  theinstruction of the class, such
fares were increased as the teacher and the
because of rising oil and preperation the teacher will
gas prices. need.

Need Someone
To Talk To?

Confidential Counseling

554-1000

Free Pregnancy Testing

Emergency Preghancy Service

5001 Leavenworth or Bergan Mercy Hospital / Rm. 309
Office hours at both locations « 554-1000
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By Dawn Randall

600 students from19
eastern Nebraska schools
crowded Southroads Mall to
participate in DECA district
competitiononSaturday,
January 26.

DECA, Distributive
Education Clubs of America,
is a marketing studies and
management club for
students interested in a
business occupation.
Although skillstocompetein
events such as districts are
learned in marketing classes,
the classes are not directed
toward the competitions, said
Mr. Harry Gaylor, marketing
teacher.

District competition
is an annual event which
“tests students’ marketing
competencies thatmatch their
career goal, ability or
interest,” said Mrs. Alice
Bunz, marketing teacher.
Such competencies include
advertising, restaurant and
food marketing, finance and
hospitality.

Participants take two
written testsand oneoral role-
playing test. Therole-playing
event was judged by 200
volunteer businessmen and
women. The results are
graded and combined to
award topscorers. Following

20 gold keys,
Central students receive Scholastic Art honors

News

DECA distri

Central's DECA,
Distributive Education
Club of America,
participated in the
Southroads Mall district
competition on January
26. Central had 11
medalists place in the
competition.

the tests is the quiz bowl, a
teamcompetition which was
just added this year.

The change in
location of districts provided
anew dimension forstudents.
Previously, districts have
been held at Bellevue West
High School, but a change in
personnel forced directors to
seek a new location.

NAME, Nebraska
Association of Marketing

Educators, who is in charge
of arrangingdistricts,decided
to place the competition in a

business setting. The
directors  approached
Southroads Mall, which
donated 100% of their mall
space to the operation of
districts.

how far they have gone outof
their way to help us,” said
Mrs. Bunz. She said that

“Itsinteresting tosee

becauseSouthroads operates
underevent marketing, they
gladly accepted the offer.
Eventmarketing is the use of
an event happening on
location toattract customers.
Many merchants provided
the students with couponsto
encourage sales. Mrs. Bunz

said that the use of of Emily Fitzsimmons
Southroads to host the event StephanieSirois, senior, Karma
was beneficial to both the Swanson,senior, and Bryan
mall and DECA. Comer senior, placed second

21 honorable mentions given
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Second year studen

agreed that being inabusing
setting was a gy
idea.”Having the competitip;
at Southroads gave it a mug
morebusiness-lik
atmosphere, which wasmor
appropriate for that kind ¢
competition,” said Jennify
Johnson, senior.

Firstyear competitox
enjoyed the whole experienc
of districts. “It wasa learning
experience. Being in:
business setting helped me
focus and keep perspective’
said Maggie Boyle, junior
MattScanlan, junior, said that
districts  was  “veny
educational and a lot of fun’

Central had 1
medalists among 51 top 2
placements. Juniors Natash:
Gromak and Emily Hooiwon
first place medals. Second
place medals went to seniors
Tracy Flynn, Brett Wolfe
Tracy Nowicki, and Bryan
Comer. Karna Swanson,
junior, Emily Fitzsimmons,
senior, Kevin Vanourney,
junior, Julie Torpy, senior, and
Jenny Forsman, senior, al
received third place medals.
The quiz bow! team

By Emily Rennard

The  Scholastics  Art
Competition was held January 22-25.
Central art teachers each entered 26
pieces of student art work, including
nine portfolios of eight pieces each.

Three judges awarded one of
twoawards toselect pieces of work, a
gold key or an honorable mention.
Central received 20 keys, at least 21
honorable mentions and four of the
seven highest honor awards.

Mr. Larry Andrews, art
teacher, said that he

judges were a professional artist, an
art educator and a retired artist,” he
said.

“I think that there is some
consistency in what the judges look
forbuttheyall havetheirownopinions
of what constitutes the best work.
They do the best they possibly can,”
Mr. Andrews said.

Mr. Andrewssaid thatthough
it appears Central did not do as well
as last year because the numbers of
awards are down, this is not the case.

“The judges

thinks Central did
betterthan any other
school in the Omaha
Public School (OPS)
district for “the fifth
or sixth year in a
‘row.” Mr. Andrews
added that Central
may have done
better than any other
school statewide, but
thathe will notknow
for sure until the
show opens.
“Every year
there are surprises
and there are

difficult.”

"Every student
deserves to be
congratulated, even
for having work
entered. It is so
competitive and so

- Mr. Larry

awarded less than
inthe past. That just
makes an award
more special. Not
only statewide
entries but also the
entire show s
getting smaller.”
Out of the
nine portfolios, six
will go on to a
national
competitioninNew
York. The
portfoliosof seniors
Kit Bartmess, Matt
Buckingham,

Andrews

disappointments.
This year is no exception, but I think
we did really well,” Mr. Andrews
continued.

“Every student deserves to be
congratulated, even for having art
workentered. Itissocompetitiveand
so difficult,” Mr. Andrews said.

Mr. Andrews is a member of
the steering committee to select the
judges. “We look for people who are
professional artists, art educators or
on the college level. This year the

Deborah Uhl, Anna
Ortt, Lance Naikelis, and David
Johnson were selected to g0 to New

York.
Gold Key winners are:

Simone Eure, senior; Matt
Buckingham, senior; Mikala Tomes,
senior; Kit Bartmess, senior; Deborah
Uhl, senior; AnnaOrtt, senior; Rosetta
Scholar, junior; and Lance Naikelis,
senior.

Honorable mention winners

are:  Julie Torpy, senior; Emily

Rennard, senior; Mikala Tomes,
senior; Lucia Choi, junior; Chris Jones,
1990 May graduate; Monica Brasile,
sophomore; Jeannee Weiss, senior;
Shawn Snoza, senior; Tony Torrez,
junior; Rachel Tomlinson, junior;
Jenny Heywood, junior; Megan
Weeks, junior; Carrie Schulz, junior;
Devin Ferguson, junior; Menice
Blackman, junior; Mike Boyd, junior;
and Liz Deatherage, junior.

Special awards were

Hallmark Honor Awards, one UNL
(University of Nebraska at Lincoln
Award and one Standard Blue Award.
Deborah Uhl received both the UNL
award and a Hallmark. Matt
Buckingham, senior, and Kevin
Vanourney, junior, each received @
Halimark.

A display of the award
winning pieces will be at the College
of St. Mary from February 161
March 3.

By Rick Bescanson

The Central High Decathlon
team finished second in the regional
competition held on January 26. The
finish guarantees Central's berth in
the State competition to be held on
February 22 and 23.

“Our goal is to take back
State,and gotoNationals,” said Chris
Higgins, senior. South High School
won state in 1990. The winner of the
state competition competes in Los
Angelesin April for the National title.

Mrs. Dee Kovarik, Decathlon
Coach and math teacher, feels that
Centralhasa good chance torecapture
the state crown. “The kids have a lot
of potentialand they are working very
hard,” Mrs. Kovarik stated. Team
members work for at least two hours
every day, but Mrs. Kovarik said that
number is likely to increase as the
statecompetitiondrawsnear. Jennifer
Johnson stated “ Weare going tostudy
as much and as hard as possible for

Decathlon aims to take
back National ranking

state; we really want it back.”

The winner of each
competition is determined by totd
number of points. Points arc
accumulated by performance in each
of seven categories. Performance 1>
determined by how well anindividud!
fairs on multiple choice, timed
objective tests in all areas excep!
speech. “They (thekids) have toknow|
everything and have tobe good under|
pressure,” Mrs. Kovarik stated. |

Threelevelsseparate the teat!
members by Grade Point Avera:
Varsity level is from zero to 2.7
Scholastic is from three to 3.74, anv
Honors is from 3.75 to four. Nocred
is given for honors classes.

Teammembersinclude: Mike|
Hendricks, Kobporn Cha, Da
Fellman, Chris Higgins, JennicT|
Johnson, Anya Lawler, Amy Vosburs
Deborah Uhl, Suzy Wolff, and Teres
Clark. All team memberscontributed
points to the Regional finish.
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By Erika Gaylor

Dorrell Morrow rep-
rosented Nebraska at the sec-
ond annual KIDS COUNT
Data Book held in Washing-
ton D.C.,on February 1,1991.

Dorrell stayed at the
¥ Washington Hilton. Released
¥ onFebruary 1, KIDSCOUNT
ranked Nebraska 14 out of 51
states, including Washington
D.C. KIDS COUNT paid for
the plane trip, and after re-
freshments and “mingling,”
¥ Dorrell attended a dress re-
hearsal for the scheduled
press conference on Friday.

KIDS COUNT exists
4 to make people more aware
ofthesocialissuesand trends
concerning students in
today’s society. KIDS
COUNT deals exclusively
4 with “at-risk” students. Ina
press release from Washing-
ton D.C., Judith Weitz, KIDS
COUNT coordinator, said,
“This country fell behind or
stalled on six indicators of
| child well-being. America’s
! fate in the 21st century de-
pends on how we treat our
childrentoday. We won’tbe
ready unless wereverse these
trends in the 1990's

“The most astonishing
4 fact to me was that the bot-
fom ten states in the ranking
4 were predominantly ‘black
states,”” said Dorrell. “As we
|| have long known, black and
Hispanic children are much
more likely to be living in
poverty than white children,”
| said Ms. Weitz.
In the decade of the
| 198('s, most trends got worse:
! Fho percent of childrenliving
Inpovertyincreased; theteen
| violent death rate grew; the
| percentage of teens having
| babies out of wedlock went
| up; and the juvenile incar-

By Tina Ray
ALL DAY, BY THE

BEACH SIFTING SAND...
Wouldn’t it be won-

Warming your
face with
kindness of
the sun, a
~ comfort- ingbreeze
. from the ocean waters
blows through your hair.
| Soundsimaginary? Toogood
| tobe true?

Well, this paradise
] reality for Amy
. Anderson, sophomore, who
| ¢mbarked onan11day cruise
- IntheCaribbean Sea.
_ Amy received this
. Journey merely by luck. “The
.~ family who took me on this
Mp needed a babysitter,”
Amy said. “My sister and I
both babysit for the same

WL+ 8 4 PV SRR Y A e S I M DOV T

. Was

derful? A tripto
the tropics. P ,ﬁ:”:’?‘\
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\washington trip successful

Morrow represents Nebraska in D. C. |

Register

National Composite Rank for Nebraska
(The Center for the Study of Social Policy

L o i e

Percent low birth -
weight babies 1980 - 1988 13 H
Infant mortality rate
(per 1,000 live births) 1980 - 1988 Eﬂ
Child death rate _ '
Ages 1-14 (per 100,000 children) 1980 - 1988 26
Teen violent death rate
Ages 15-19 (per 100,000) 1984 - 1988 32
Percent teen
out-of-wedlock births 1980-1988 Eﬂ
Juvenile incarceration rate

(per 100,000 juveniles) 1979 - 1987 30
Percent of children in poverty 1979 -1989 zﬂ
Percent graduating high school 1982 - 1988 EH

ceration rate jumped. There
was a slight increase in the
percentage of babies born low
birth weight, and highschool
graduation rates barely im-
proved. The only areas of
substantial progress were the
reductions in the infant mor-
tality and child death rates.
For Nebraska, Dor-
rell was positive about going
torepresentNebraska,and to
a certain degree, he also rep-
resented “cosmopolitan”
Central High School. Mrs.
Nared, Central administrator,
“uumped on the chance” to
send a Central High Student.
The organization needed a
person from Nebraska who

family, so basically the per-
son who was to go on this
cruise was theone whopicked
up the receiver first and that
wasme.” Amy’s duties
on the
L N\trip
—*—A were

t o
watch
over
kids:

Jeanie, 6 years
old; Brad, 3
years; and
William, 10
ﬂ months. The
éj children’s
74 parentsand grandfather
74 also accompanied them.
~  Thegrandfather paid for
V2 Amy’s traveling ex
7| penses.
2\ Amy trav-
"7) eled to many places

b

““““pefore her cruise was

could express themselves,
and who wasknowledgeable
on teen topics. According to
Mrs. Nared, she picked
Dorrell because he has been
active at Central, isa Student
Council officer, and he is an
“intelligent, outgoing, and
aggressive” person.

Dorrell had to be
prepared toanswer questions
on the topics. With 39 affili-
ates, including 14 television
stations, and about 20 news
reporters, Dorrell entered the
press conference ready to
speak on these topics. CBS
broadcasting interviewed
him about the results of the
data book. He attributed the

Job offers experience, fun
Sophomore finds para

over. _
“We first went to Mi-

ami and stayed there for five
days,” she said. During her
stay in Miami, the family
enjoyed the festivities of the
Orange Bowl Parade.

Amy and her traveling
companions then went to St.
Thomas, St. Martin, Martin-
que, Curacao,and Costa Rica
by way of cruise ship. “We
Spentapproximatelyoneday
on each island,” said Amy.

Amy wasn't
enthralled by the  scenery
that waited before her in the
Caribbean. “It was SO
beautiful on the islands,” she
said.”

From the cruise ship,
you can see the little houses
perched on the edge of the
island.

The islands were COV-
ered with colorful vegetation.

high graduatior factors to
“outstanding voutk pro-
grams where the youth are
eventually able to return to
school instead of some form
of incarceration.”

According toDorrell,
in order to up Nebraska’s
ranking,and also tobetter the
national statistics, the govern-
ment must pledge fifteen to
twenty years of “time and
money tofocuson education,
instead of breaking it up.

Our kids would then grow
up in a society that is chang-
ing towards a focus on edu-
cation, and then they willcon-
tinue that positive tradition,”
he explained.

It was indescribable!”

The trip had its ups
and its downs, Amy stated.
All day except for traveling

bathed.
b e babysitting and
having todonothingbut
loungearound and swim
allday, I thought that was
a pretty good deal,” Amy ¢
said.

\

She also met a lotof £
pleherage whomshe =
met with after the kids
were put to bed at night.
“The shopping was
fantastic, too,” she said ==~

“There were a lot of neat =

—
-
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~| prised to see that there were
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Opportunity

(Continued from p. 1)

The newest partner,
Scoular Grain, provides their
building for various testings,
their ballroom for the annual
PEP holiday reception; they
provide selected personnel to
help with PASS students.
When asked what Scouler
Grain feelsabout the program
Kim Daniels, publicrelations
director for Scoular Grain,
replied, “I really strongly
supporttheP.A.S.S. program
and feel thatit’s worth while.”
Services that Central
has provided for the busi-
nesses include inviting the
partners to school functions
and functions sponsored by
the businesses, providing the
partners with copies of the
various newsletters and pa-
pers, and holding holiday
performances with the CHS
Singers at partners’ functions.

The companies also
enjoy the Adopt A School
program.

“Our company has
really enjoyed the partnership
[between Guarentee Mutual
and Central High]"” said Mrs.
Sally Rose,head of commu-
nity and industry relations at
Guarantee Mutual.

“It’s created a good-
will feeling between the
schooland our company. Itis
an overall community good-
will effort,” said Mrs. Daniels.

According to Mrs.

Utecht, the Adopt-A-School
Partnership provides many
[benefits for both the school
and the business.
It helps the students
becomeaware of the business
and it helps the business
become aware of the school.
As Mrs. Utecht stated they
are both “working together
as partners.”

dise in Caribbean

items in the shopping
malls.”

However, there were
some negative points about
the trip. “On
Christmas, it
was kind of

because |

= —

also not in the best of
behavior.
“Sometimes they cried

and whined for no reason at
all,” recalled Amy. “They
always seemed to be hitting
each other.”

“Everybody thinks
about beaches when they
think about theCaribbean,”
said Amy, “but 1 was sur-

no beaches!”
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Teens may have to :

wait for sweet 16

By Chris Thilgen

Sixteen is a magical
age. One of the foremost
reasonsisthat thisistheagea
person canobtainaNebraska
driver’s license.

Local teensmay soon
have their sweet sixteen
privilege halted.

Legislative Bill 336,
if passed in the Nebraska
Unicameral, will raise the
minimum age requirement
for an operators license from
sixteen to seventeen.

Course approval

Onlystudentswhohave
taken a driver’s training
course, containing at least
eight hours of instructional
training time, would be
exempt. The course would
have to be approved by the
Department of Motor
Vehicles.

According to Mike
Hybl, Legal Council to the
Transportation Committee,
therateof highwayaccidents,
citationsand improper use of
a vehicle are high in the
sixteen-seventeenage group.

Mr. Hybl feels that
the Transportation
Committee is proposing the
billunder theassumption that
adriver’ssafety course could
significantly reduce the
number of accidents in this
age group.

Mr.Hyblsaid that the
billisan entirely new concept.
Nothing has ever been tried
like it before. Obviously all
driversthathavelicenses will
be. “grandfathered” into the
system, he said.

They will not be
required to take the course to
keep their license. Mr. Hybl
feels that the mainopposition
will come from people who
think that the bill punishes all
sixteen-year-old drivers for
the mistakes of a few.

According to State
Farm Insurance Agent Tom
Kaspar, “If teens took this
course, they could have their
insurance rates significantly
reduced.” Mr. Kaspar’s
company, along with many
other insurance companies,
offersbreakstostudents who

have completed a driver’s
training course.

‘Good and Bad idea’

Shelley Sirois,
sophomore, thinks the bill is
a bad idea. Shelley will be
getting herlicenseinJuly,and
she has completed a driver
training course at Westside
High School.

She took the course
simply for a reduction in the
cost of her insurance. If the
bill was passed, and she had
notcompleted the course, she
said, “I would be mad and I
would run out and take it [a
driver’s training course).”

Angela Freshman,
junior, thinks that the bill is
both a good and a bad idea.
Angela has been driving for
approximately six months,
and she has not completed a
driver’s training course.
Although Angeladid nottake
driver’s training, she thinks
that it is effective.

Angela said, “Driving
school does not teach driving
skill. What it does teach is
how to handle ‘emergency
situations,” such asfilling out
accident reports and
emergency road
information.”

‘Unicameral unfair’

Mike Watkins,
sophomore, said, “I think itis
wrong to enforce this rule on
everybody justbecausea few
people have messed up.”
Mikealsofeels thatitis unfair
for the Unicameral to think
that teens are irresponsible
merely because they are
young. Mike will bereceiving
his license soon, and he does
not plan on taking a driver’s
safety course.

Several parents also
share the opinion of the
Unicameral. Mr. Blazevich,
Central High School World
Geography teacher, has a
sixteen-year-old son. Mr.
Paul Blazevich made his son
take the safety course before
he allowed his son to get his
license. “Ifeelalldrivers need
driver’s training,” said Mr.
Blazevich.

DANCE PARTY

CHS

When:

Cost:

Sponsored by Student Council

February 15, 1991
after the Central/Prep Basketball game
Where: Norris Junior High School Cafeteria
$1.00 with basketball stamp
$ 2.00 without game stamp

9:30 - 11:00

_ Kristen Steenberg

Register

Prospective students and parents flip through handbooks and information sheets while
attending a meeting at Josh and Alex Coopers' house on Tuesday, January 8. Students
who came from West Omaha to attend Central were there to answer questions, along
with administrators and teachers.
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Recruiting includes West Omaha area

(continued from p.1)

[in recruiting] which
makes Central more
pressured,” he said.
According to Dr. Moller,
Central’s primary
competition schools are
North, Burkeand Northwest.
He added that while Central
must aim at recruiting white
students, South must recruit
black students.

Central must recruit
white students under the
Omaha Board of Education
desegregation policies.
Nearly all white students
living in any part of the
Omaha School District other
than the North or Central

attendance area are eligible
to attend Central as racial
balance students under
Central’s open enrollment
policy.

The school district also
providestransportation forall
racialbalance studentsexcept
for Benson High School
attendance area residents,
whowillbeattending Central
under the school’s open

enrollment plan.
At an informal
speechatthe open house, Dr.

Moller also mentioned that
Central has the largest
number of Buffet winners in
Omaha, and that Centralisa

“cosmopolitan school w here
studentslearn to work withz

variety of others.”

Dr. Moller said that
he questions the
“wholesomeness” of

recruiting, but added thathe
accepts it as “almost a factof
urban education today and..
.common in major citics.” |
hope parents understand
why we have to do it k¢
said.

Central is the only
school in Omaha that can
claim 125 years of education
and is “the only academut
magnet school,” according!0
Dr. Moller.

London documentary involves

Central thes

By Seraphim Carlson

The making of a
movie always sparks
excitement in the hearts of
actors, and for two Central
students a part in a film
recently became a reality.

Junior Mario West
and recent Central graduate
Dave West received parts in
the documentary, The Black
Panthers. A film

in the house and made the
phonecall tothe policetelling
of the cries for help. “Duane
was not actually in the Black
Panthers, but his older
brother, Donald, whohehung
around with a lot was a
member,” said Mario.
William Peak,
another brother is played by
Dave. None of the Peak

pians in filming

Central drama teacher Mrs.
Pegi Georgeson. Mario said,
“Itwasreally anaccident that
Ifound outabout thejob. Mrs
Georgeson had forgotten ©0
tell our class about it and
when I went back to get?
folder which I had forgotten
she told me about it.” He
then auditioned at the Red
Lionand was called back and
told he had the

aboutablack activist
group in the 1960's,
the documentary is
being made by
Channel four of the
BritishBroadcasting
Company.

“It's kind of like a Rescue 911 type of
show, with footage and interviews with
the actual people involved in the case.”
- Mario West

part.

Because of the
weather, the

Thepartbeing filmed
in Omaha is the true story of
the Rice/Poindexter case, in
which a police officer was
killed in 1970. A suitcase was
placed in a vacant house and
after a phone call was made
reporting that cries for help
were coming from the house,
a police officer arrived and
the suitcase blew up.

Mario plays Duane
Peak, thefifteen-year-old who
allegedly placed the suitcase

brothers were jailed. While
on trial Duane Peak revealed
information which, along
with evidence, led to the
conviction and life
sentencingsof David Riceand
Edward Poindexter.

“It's kind of like a
Rescue 911 typeof show, with
footage and interviews with

‘the actual people involved in

the case," said Mario.
The two boys found
out about the film from

shooting of th
film is a Iitlllt‘
behind, said

Mario, but he supposes th¢
filming will end by next
Monday.

Dave said, “It’s fun, bu!
it just takes so long; last nigh!
I was there from 5:00 in th¢
evening until 5:30 in the
morning.”

Lynn Dono an
production coordinator, >
that they came to Oma"
because they “wanted
come to where it actul
happened.”
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