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Central High School
124 N. 20th St.
Omaha, NE 68102

Tim Pierce———
“Men have attempted
to manipulate the laws of
economics for years,” said
Social Studies teacher, Mr. Brian
Watson, reflecting his views on
a new federal law that will
increase minimum wage.
OnNovember 17,1989,
an amendment to the Fair Labor
Standards Act was signed into
law. According to this law, the
minimum wage will be increased
from $3.35 to $4.25 by 1991.
The first plateau will

occur April 1, 1990, at which

According to Mr.

$4.60.

time the minimum wage willbe  Dave Schinzel, arepresentative “The market actually
$3.80. The second will occur  at  Peter Hoagland’s dictates wages,” said Mr. Watson.
April 1, 1991, and will increase  Congressional Office, therehas  He said that wagesare determined
the minimum i by the supply of
wage t0 $4.25. | "I don' t think we have one person working at employees and the
This law will | minimum wage." demand for jobs.
create a ninety " To determine this,
day, o thesdod Mr. Darrell Lahmann e Watson
training wage pointed out that the

at 85 per cent of the minimum
wage. The training wage will
apply only toteenagers between
the ages of fourteen and
nineteen,

beennochangeinthe minimum
wage since it was increased
from $3.25 to $3.35 in 1981.
Theincrease inminimum wage
due to inflation is estimated at

shortage in skilled workers in the
telemarketing field results in high
wages (near $9.00 per hour).

“l don’t think [the
increased minimum wage] will

New minimum wage laws “dictated by market”

effect marketing students in the
Omaha job market,” said
marketing teacher, Mr. Harry
Gaylor. “In our case, the workers
are already being paid above
minimum wage based on their
productivity and value,” he
added.

“I don’t think we have
one person working at minimum
wage,” said marketing teacher,
Mr. Darrell Lahmann.

“Nobody will work for
$3.25 any way,” said DECA
President, Chad Rains.

Many students had success in the Scholastic Art Contest this year. Some students who sent entire portfolios to the competition work on a new design. Pictured,
from left to right are Chrystal Benskin, Jim Leonard, Amy Rodgers, Tim Pierce, Sarah Straub, Molly Krussel, John Perry, Chris Jones. Photo by Andre Gilmore

Contest serves as learning experience for all involved

Tina Ray

Central High School art
Students showed their true colors
as they entered their pieces of
work for the 1990 Nebraska
Scholastic Art Contest. Out of
the one hundred entries sent from
Central High School, there were
iwo Blue Ribbon winners,
twenty-four Gold Key winners,
and forty-two Honorable
Mentions,

“I was very happy with
the results this year,” said
Margaret Quinn, artinstructor at
Central. “Central always does
well,” she said.

“We arealways proud
of our success at Scholastics,”
agreed Mr. Larry Andrews, Art
Department head at Central.

The process to choose
entries for the Scholastics Con-
test at Central is very complex.

“We never prepare for the Scho-
lastic Art Contest,” said Mrs,
Quinn, “We choose entries a
couple of weeks before the dead-
line.”

The contest was not
open to everyone in the school.
“Only students who participate
in art can enter their works, and
each one of the four art teachers
atCentral canonly enter twenty-
five worksinto the contest,” said
Mrs. Quinn.“We have to go
through all those drawings, and
we, the teachers, make the final
decisions.”

“I don’t think my best
drawing was sent, but I'm not
complaining,” said Vanessa
Strazdas, freshman, who won a
Gold Key in the contest.

The judging of pictures
was questioned by some art
students, but supported by the

art teachers. “I sent in a great
abstract drawing and it should
have won,” said Tracy Nowicki,
junior.

“A lot of people were
disappointed by the judging,

"] saw a lot of
great
drawings and
ideas..."
-Vanessa
Strazdas

but that is nothing unusual,”
said Mrs. Quinn. “It was not a
question of if the judging was
fair, because the judges were
work carefully. It was just that
the judges wanted realism while

a lot of work we sent in was
abstract.”

“Last year the judges
wanted expressionism, but we just
give them what we think are the
best pieces,” said Mr. Andrews.

All prize winnersreceive
recognition at the local or na-
tional level. Gold Key winners
and Honorable Mentions will have
their work exhibited at the Hillmer
Ant Gallery at the College of St.
Mary, February 17 through March
4, 1990. Blue Ribbon winners
will have their work exhibited in
New York.

Chris Jones and Jim
Leonard, seniors, won Blue
Ribbon awards for their portfolios.
“Blue Ribbons usually help
students who are serious about
obtaining scholarships to art
schools,” said Mrs. Quinn.

The contest was a

learning experience for many
people who were involved. “I
saw a lot of great drawings and
ideas that were entered,” said
Vanessa.

Mrs. Quinn said, “Kids
are pushed to try.”

Gold Key winners in
the competition were: Ann
Archer, 11; Matt Auslander, 10;
Chris Becerra, 9; Chrystal
Benskin, 12; Mike Boyd, 10;
Matt Buckingham, 11; Joel
Davies, 11; Jesse Dilorenzo, 9;
Libby Duckworth, 11; Alison
Fuchs, 10; Jeff Heldt, 12; Lal-
laya Hicks, 12; Molly Jarboe,
10; David Johnson, 11; Chris
Jones, 12; Jim Leonard, 12;
Stephanie Moore, 9; John Perry,
12; Amy Rodgers, 12; Julic
Sommer, 12; Sarah Straub, 12;
Vanessa Strazdas, 9; Allison
Tikke; Julie Torpy, 11.
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Do you think it's the government's or the parelrts'
responsibility to regulate a minors actions outside
the home?

Gov't15(8.6%) Parent 135(77.1%) Neither 25(14.3%)
Total: 175

Eric Fife, freshman: Govem-
ment, because it's the govern-
ment who runs the country, so
it's the government who should

keep it up.

Shannon Jensen, sophomore:
Parents, because it's the parents
responsibility because they are
the ones who had the kids in the
first place.

Violet Tyler, junior: Parents,
because they're living in the par-
ent's home. If the parents do
their job, there's no need for
government intervention.

Sarah Bruns, senior: A parent's
and a child's relationship is too
personal [for government inter-
ference]. There are different de-
grees of a child's maturity., It
should be left to the parent to de-
cide.

Mr. Don Knauss, Social Studies
Teacher: I think it's the parent's,
but in some instances, the par-
ents don't take the responsibil-
ity, so the government has to
step in.
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Legislatures and city councils
propose youth-restricting laws

Recently, there has been
an influx of bills, acts, and laws
that constrict the lives of minors
under the age of nineteen. The
sudden urge to restrict the lives of
youth has become an utter fasci-
nation with lawmakers. Is it
because the kids of today are
worse than those of yesteryear?
Or is it because parents are find-
ing it harder and harder to regu-
late their own children and are
turning to the state legislatures in
desperate hope? Or is it because
the adults are so frustrated with
their own problems that they feel
the need to invent problems and
make laws that are not very en-
forceable in the first place?

Yes, there are some un-
lawful people in society that need
to be dealt with, but this group
consistsof both minorsand adults.
However, since lawmakers have
had such a hard time making the
grown-ups behave, they figure
they can always regulate the ac-
tions of children.

One example of an un-
fair proposal is one the Nebraska
Legislature is considering right

now. Some people would like to
see girls under the age of 19 hav-
ing toconsult their parents in order
to get an abortion.

with another one which has less

those teens under 18 to abstain
from intercourse. First, this would
beanexcruciatingly difficult law
toenforce. Second, if a girl under
18 ever did get pregnant, she
would be in a no-win situation.
Because she wasn’t supposed to
be having sex in the first place,
she couldn’t tell her parents.
Therefore, if she abided by the
parental consent law, she couldn’t
have an abortion.

Furthermore, no girl
under 18 could get birth control
because it’s illegal for her to have
sex, therefore forcing her to take
a chance on getting pregnant.

It’s a vicious catch-22
that minors will have no control
over.

Another example of an
unfair and discriminating law that

Govemor Kay Orr proposy
would require all out-of-sy
college students to take an oathy
never use drugs or be kicked oy
of school.

Somecity councils have
placed curfews on their you,
Papillion-La Vista, for example,
has a curfew, which is probably
why you see so many of the kids
from that town hanging out on
Dodge Street, where there is no
curfew.

Also, some states are
starting to penalize studens who
drop out of school. West Vi
ginia, for instance, takes away
ex-student’s driving privileges
when he drops out. Oklahoma
fines an ex-student’s parents $25
every day the childis out of school

The point is that the
government really has no busi-
ness in these kinds of domestic
affairs. Ifachild robsabank, then
yes, the law can intervene. If he
drives drunk, sure, book him. Bul
if he doesn’t go to school? There
is a line being crossed here and
it's time minors said somcthing
about it.
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DUE To TRE LATEST
“Youtd PREVENTION” ACT,
CHILDREN UNDER 12 ARE
No LONGER ALLOWED To

EXIST.WE REALLY MEAN \T,

Youn% Reb f.als.1L

New tardy plan worksin nearly all aspects

In an effort to cut down
on students’ absences and tardies,
Central has instituted a new atten-
dance policy. The Register ap-
plauds this attempt to increase
overall attendance and to make
parents more aware of their stu-
dents’ actions. The plan works in
nearly every aspect. '

The first part of this
policy deals with tardies to school
in the momings. If a student
arrives at school before 7:56, he
or she goesdirectly to homeroom,
and the teacher will note the tardy.
This is certainly better than wait-
ing at the attendance office in a
line thatstretches across the court-
yard.

Upon arrival to school
during first hour, the student re-
ports to the attendance office for
an admit to class. The flaw in this

plan occurs if a student comes to
school after first hour.

Then he goes to his ad-
ministrator, who will call a parent
to notify him of the tardy. Of
course it is necessary for parents
to know if their children are late,
but is it necessary to force the
student o wait until the parent is
reached before he can return to
class? Ifastudentcomestoschool
at 9:00, but his parent can only
return phone calls at noon, why
must the student wait those extra
three hours, thereby missing more
class? It is very simple to deal
with that later in the day.

The nurse’s office also
has some changes regarding a
return to school. Students who
havcnotesfrmndoctmstillgolo
the nurse rather than their coun-
selors. However, if the student

goes to the nurse after the 7:45
bell, he is tardy. The unfair aspect
is that even those students who
enter the office before that tim¢
are tardy if they are still ther
when the bell rings. With s0
many students absent due to th¢
flu, the nurse often does not get 10
every student right away, so why
should the school punish students
who have been kept waiting 07
ten minutes because of a backup
in the nurse's office?

Thenew policy has been
reported to be effective, and par-
ents probably appreciate kno-
ing when their students arc sk
ping. However, it is unfortunaic
that Central had 1o revise its pol
icy and include administralors,
because they most likely have bet
ter things to do than to call up (¢
parents of delinquents.




“Ha! Iwin!!!” shouted my barbarous opponent.
“So what,” I retorted. “I let you win.” (Oh
sure I did. Just like I would let a two-inch-long
cockroach crawl across my dinner plate.)

“You're just a bad loser. You lost fair and
square and you know it!!!” he squealed.

“Well, I put up a good fight. So there!!!” And
with that I gave him a cold stare and a quick peek at my
wngue, which I waved venomously in his direction. (I
[¢It better after doing this, I might add.)

And then I awoke. Of course, I forgot the
dream for a while, but in tenth hour study hall, when
homework seemed most appropriate for home, I
remembered the dream somewhat clearly and tried to
analyze it, which I shall attempt to do for you, too. But
first I will recount the entire dream, or at least as much
as | remember.,

The dream began with my walking down the
street and being whistled at from a passing car. (I will
llatter myself as I please, thank you.) Ikept walking,
but the driver rolled down his tinted window, pushed
his sunglasses up from his eyes, and informed me that
we were going to play ping-pong whether I liked it or

nol,

This was perfectly reasonable since my
lamily recently purchased a ping-pong table as well as
the proper accessories. As it often goes in dreams, I
did not know who this person was, but no matter, we

Spontaneous
Combustion
: with
- ‘ Stacy Gottschalk
Note: A dreamy bright haze would be  Wwere soon joined by Captain Ahab, the stormy
appropriate here. character from Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick. He was

on my team, and though he only had one good leg, he had
a wicked backhand.

The match took forever. It was a hellish
nightmare from which I could not escape. It was close,
too. We played and played until I could not stand it a
minute longer. We began to scream at each other,
ejaculating differing opinions and angry retorts. Every
point I made was a triumph because I got to keep a
certain idea of mine. If our anonymous opponent won
a point, he laughed diabolically at my ideas and threw
them into the hot swirling wind which devoured them
angrily. All in all, it was an intense struggle. Sweating
and concentrating on that plastic, man-made object, 1
tried my best to win, win, win, Victory was all that
mattered, and boy did it matter. It mattered too much,
and we lost, even though the odds were for us.

Confused and exhausted, I listened to my first
opponent reveal himself as Protagoras, an ancient
Greek philosopher who said that “man is the measure
of all things.” Angrily I told Captain Ahab that if he
would have fought our opponent rather than himself,
we could have worked as a team and won. He told me
the exact same thing and then left. Istood there rooted
to the spot and listened to my enemy insist that “man
is the measure of all things.”

Then he said, “Ha! I win!!!” (You know the
rest, of course.)

As Isat instudy hall 215, I contemplated this
dream. I thought long and hard about my teammate
and my opponent.

| Just when you thought it

was safe to play ping-pong

Ahab was fighting against himself (for
reasons explained in Moby-Dick), and he informed me
that I was doing the same thing. Protagoras was
fighting against me and my environmentalist idea that
man is not the most important thing in the world.

Yes, man is destroying the environment, and
this is terrible. But my dream showed me that what
Protagoras said so many centuries ago is true.
It should not be this way, but man’s power to reason,
invent, and adapt has made him “the measure of all
things.” Man has made himself the most important
thing in the world, and nothing can change that except
man himself.

Man learned how to make fire to keep warm,
to scare off predators, and to cook meat. Man built
dwellings to live in. Man is the only creature that can
live anywhere he wants to because he has made use of
almost everything on the earth.

Yes, we will probably destroy the planet, and
only we can do it. But from a look at our past history,
we will most likely adapt to the changes that we are
making. We will survive somehow, unless we destroy
ourselves (and we certainly have the nuclear power
to do that).

The next time I play ping-pong I will think of
my dream and of the synthetic world that I and my
opponent keep hitting back and forth. I will feel the
power I contain. My paddle will be my man-made
strength and weapon. 1 will fight against the person
on the opposite end of the table, and victory will be
sweet, as it always has been and always will be. Sadly
enough, we are all in_this together.

were off to play ping-pong. We played for a time and

Some Central sports' attendance suffers from lack of student interest

Central hasalways been
famous forits academic program
and its football team, but what
about the other sports like
volleyball, track, cross-country,
swimming, golf, wrestling, tennis
and basketball? Yes, what about
these other sports? They don’t
get nearly as much attention or
administrative and fan support.

Another View
by Michelle Hickle

Michelle is a feature writer
for the Register staff

is the

Since this
basketball season and since I am
one of the student managers, I

shall

specifically. Our basketball
teams have had a rather small
number of cheering fans at their
games, both home and away.
Maybe our teams aren’t having
the greatest season ever, but they
still deserve the support of the
student body.

The following observa-
tions may dwell on trivialities,
but as a whole, they could en-
hance the program.

First, we should have
had a pep rally at the BEGIN-
NING of the season to alert stu-
dents to its beginning. Irealize
that cheerleaders did ask to have
a pep rally toward the end of
January, but why at the end of
the season. Whatkind of support

is that?

Yes, sometimes people
aretoo harshon the cheerleaders.
They really are very pleasant
individuals, but they should do
their joband cheer at games, not
socialize. Most of the cheer-
leaders who go to the basketball
games, spend half of their time
conversing instead of attempt-
ing to spark school spifit by
leading cheers. And then when

they do cheer, they aren’t very .

loud or enthusiastic.

The band, the pom-
squad and the students could do
moreto spark school spirit, too.

The band could play at
ALL of the home games - Boys
and Girls Varsity.

An entire section is
“reserved” for the band, but they
take forever to fill it up. Band
members come straggling in
during the girls’ game. Why
can’t they be there at the begin-
ning of the game and play for
both games?

And why can’t pom
squad perform at the half time of
the girls’ game as well as the
boys’ game? Granted, they
spend their practice time learning
the dances that they do, but they
could perform one set atthe girls’
game and the other at the boys’
game. The next game perform
the dance that they did at the
boys’ game at the girls’ game
and likewise for the next game.

As long as I'm picking
and quibbling, have you seen
these “programs” that they hand
out at the door? They are blank
on one side and list the Varsity
team members on the other.
Boring! Why can’t we put some
decoration on the roster sheets?
Other schools do. An eagle or
the date would sure look nice.

Many of these sugges-
tions would enhance the other
sports, too and encourage
attendance of othersinany sport.

As for those who do
attend and support the various
in-season sports mentioned
earlier, 1 encourage you to
continue supporting our
athletics.

address basketball

Library exists to help students learn

Dear editor,

I was pleased to see it confirmed in the editorial
in the January 26th issue that the Library is indeed a
useful facility at Central. Weare more than that, however,
asaschool library, we have a dual function: service and
education, to every one of our students. All libraries
practice this dual role to acertain extent, even the Omaha
Public Library will teach library skills when requested,
but a school library must give extra measure to the
education of its student users. They are, after all, in
school to learn the skills to help them in the “real” world,
and if they enter Central deficient in library skills, it is
our function to teach them. Period. Not to fault them for
not knowing or to say “They should have . ...” One of
the most efficient ways to do this is for the teacher to
bring the class to the library for a skills lesson and a
review of our research facilities.

Other libraries may have the space and staff to
absorb entire classes while still providing research
facilities to their other users. We, alas, do not have those
advantages; aclassof thirty-plus studentsdominatesour

Letters to the editor . ..

to teach skills. If we open the Library to admit one
“Johnny” whose needs are desperate, we usually have
another two dozen behind him who feel their needs, too,
are desperate. Where does one draw the line? Especially
when we are open before school, after school and during
5th and/or 7th lunch periods. Irealize that “Johnny” is a
good student; but he needs to understand that the Library
belongs to all students, and there is a wide range of
student needs to fill. We all must share and occasionally
compromise, rather than insist I-want-what-I-want-when-
I-want-it.

Idon’t want to close without addressing another
teaching responsibility of the staff here alCc.nual,Lhal qf
getting our students to accept responsibility for_ their
actions. Your scenario says, “Because of [the Library
being closed], Johnny makes upadate, .... o !ohnny had
other options; if he chose to falsify a date in his paper, he
must accept the consequences for his choice, without
placing the blame elsewhere.

Sincerely,
Betty Majeski
Librarian

Computers can be useful to students

Dear Editor:

The January 26th Register article on personal
technology by Tim Pierce was very informative but gave
little detail about the extensive computer capability of
Central’s Business/Marketing Department.  The
department offers two IBM computer labs in rooms 332
and 334 which has forty-four (44) computers plus
additional units in the Accounting room (329).

Word processing skills, computerconcepts and
applications, and data base managementare alltaughtby
the Business Department. Currently, studentsare enrolled
in these labs and many use the computers to write term

papers and aid them in other endeavors.
Michele Huston

Senior

Correction
The article in the last issue entitled, “CHS Posse stomps
out violence,” was written by Keri Babe, not Stephanie
Kurtzuba. We apologize to Keri for not crediting her

writing to her.
The Register Staff

one main room and we have only one certified librarian
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SPOTLIGHTS

Taco salad dinner on March 30

This year Central will have its
scholarship Auction and Dinner on
March 30, 1990. The taco salad dinner
will be held at 6 p.m. The silent auction
willalso be held during thattime. Dinner
prices are $3.50 for adults and $1.75 for
childrenunder 12. At7:45 p.m.theoral
auction will take place. The scholarship
auction is held to raise money for
scholarships for graduating seniors.

"The Show Goes on"

Central’s 1990 Road Show,
entitled “The Show Goes On,” will be
performed on February 22, 23, and 24,
at 7:30 pm. Tickets for the
performance cost $4 for adults and $3
for children. For the February 22
performance, students with student
activity tickets will only be charged $3.
Tickets are on sale now.

Before the last performance
on Saturday, February 24, the CHS
Band will hold a Chili Supper in the

courtyard from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. This
supper isto raise money for the band fund
which helps to pay for contests,
instrumental repairs and sheet music.
The prices to attend the Chili Supper are
$3 for adultsand $2 for children under
12 years of age.

Ex-Centralite donates books

Dr. Julie Simon, vice president of
Human Kinetics Publishers of
Champaign, Illinois, and a 1967 Central
graduate, has donated some books to the
Central library. The donated books are:
Encyclopedia of American Wrestling,
Nancy Clark's Sports Nutrition Guide,
Sporispeed, The Pursuit of Psyching for
Sport, American Indian Sport Heritage,
Serious Training for Serious Athletes,
Conquering Athletic Injuries, Skills and
Strategies for Winning Raquetball, and
the new sport activity series developed
by Human Kinetics Publishers, Steps to
Success: Activity Series. This series has
an instructors book and participant book
for each of the seven sports now
available.

Students chosen for State Orchestra

Senior Duane Ludwig and
junior Brad Gibson were accepted into
the “1990 Nebraska Honor Chamber
Orchestra” in Hastings, Nebraska. After
auditioning against others from all across
the state, they were chosen for their
musicality, technique and stage presence.
Both Brad and Duane are first violinists
and members of the Omaha Area Youth
Symphony.

Dana Morley honored

Senior Dana Morley was recently
honored by the Nebraska Federation of
Music Clubs for receiving superior
ratings in piano competition for
twelve  consecutive years. Of the
80,000 students who were involved in last
year's nationwide Federation auditions,
only fourteen students had received
twelve consecutive superiors in various
instrumental or vocal categories.

13 Students to Close-Up program

This year Central will be sending
13 students on the Close-Up program to

Washington, D.C. in April. Thes
students are RebeccaBeerling, Terran:
Bourlier, Tracy Flynn, William Gemmgr,
and Victoria Warden, juniors, and Shane
Berman, Else Feterson, Sean Fosier
Diana Konyek, Chad McCarthy, Che
Palmer, Rachel Tomlinson, and Jennifer
Watzke, sophomores.

Speech team still undefeated

Central’s speech and debai
team participated in the Kearney State
College tournament before the winter
break. The team of juniors Dan Fellman
and Clyde Bronson were undelealed
and won first place in varsity debat.
Dan Fellman won a speaker’s award
and Clyde Bronson was chosen as the
best overall debater at the varsity level.

Students of the month

February’s “Students of the|
Month” are freshman Brian Jans,
sophomore Pamela Nippert, junior
Joanne Strauss, and senior Brad
Costanzo. These students are chosen |
by the officers of the National Honor
Society from teacher nominations. ‘

e

New attendance procedures change student habits, parent contact

———Alyssa McIntyre——

Central’s  admin-
istration is working on a series
of changes that may shape
students’ attendance habits.
Changes which alter tardiness
and absence procedures were put
in effect near the end of the first
semester, and the remaining
changes were started second
semester.

Last semester,changes
were made in policies for early
release from school. Under the
original policy for early release,
students took doctor and dentist
appointmentexcuses to the nurse
tohavethem checked and signed.
The administrators approved and
stamped other personal, non-
health concerning notes.

According to Dr. Gary
Thompson, assistant principal,
the changes that are in effect
right now stem from the fact that
the nurse’s office was flooded in
the momnings when people were
bringing her doctors’ excuses to
signand trying to getapproval to
leave early for adoctor or dental
appointment.

Dr. Thompson said that
the nurse's office was
“overwhelmed” with this
number of students. To ease the
problem, the administrators now
signall notes that allow students
to be excused early from school.
He said thatall early excuse notes
will continue to be signed by the
administrators, and since the
policy seemsto serve its purpose
to calm the nurse’s office down,
students will not return to the
nurse to have early excuse notes

approved for health
appointments.

On Wednesday,
January 31, the new tardiness
and absence procedure started.
This semester, students who
comein tardy during homeroom,
from 7:45 - 7:54, go to
homeroom, where they will be
marked tardy on the attendance
folder by their own homeroom
teacher. Students arriving after
homeroom, but before second
hour, from 7:54 to 8:45, report
to the aitendance office for a
tardy admit. If a student
arrives after 8:45, he or she
reports directly to his or her
administrator. The
administrator contacts the
student’s parent or guardian to
verify their knowledge of the
tardiness. After this is cleared,
the administrator will authorize
the attendance office to issue a
tardy admit. If a student
continually comes in tardy, it
will be considered skipping and
dealt with according to
“skipping” procedures.

The administration is
also attempting to encourage
parentstocall school when their
student will be absent. A
computerized telephoning
machine and the Parents -
Educators - Pupils Newsleter
willbe utilized to inform parents
of the importance of calling
aboutstudents’ absences. When
aparentdoes notcall, attendance
secretaries will use both home
and work numbers to try to
verify student absence.

Dr. Thompson said

that these are only the first of
some major changes that will be

said she missed classtime
because she came to school after

made. - - - first hour

Dr. 'l don't believe that and had to
G.E. Moller, | every student needs the wait until her
principal, | red tape of a strict policy, administrator
saidthatnext | py,¢ some do and these reached her
year holds thi tb L parent
more chan- | *MNES MUSt DE equal lor before she
ges for the|all students." W a s
attendance admitted to
and tardiness class.

procedures. He described the
changesas “adjustments” which
he said the staff is working on to
try to reduce tardiness and
absence, and to make record
keeping easier. He said the

changes are not being made all

aL once because there are tco
many things that too many
people would have to
“unlearn.”

When asked how he
believes the new policy is
working, Dr. Moller said, “It’s
still early, but I believe it’s
working exceedingly well.”

Mrs. Esther Wageman,
attendance secretary, said, “We
feel that, given an opportunity,
[the new procedures] will cut
down on truancies.” She also
said she believes the policy will
allow for more and better
communication with parents
because anytime a parent calls
to inform the attendance office
of absences or tardies, or the
like, the office will give an
excused admit to that student
whose parents called.

Many students
expressed concern with the new
policy. Melissa Roberts, senior,

Matt Niksick, junior,
said he does not like the new
policy because, “T used to be
able to come in later.” He
expressed concem that he could
not come to school late because
the admiristrators would call his
parents.

Some students say with
the old policy, the administrators,
the attendance secretaries, and
the nurse seldom called parents.
Dr. Thompson explained that the
administrators now call home to
verify every note to excuse
students early.

Mrs. Wageman said the
attendance secretaries have
always made an attempt to call
every parent about irregular

attendance, but they believe ¢
new policy will allow more tme
to reach parents. |
Mike Gonzales. junidr
admits that calls home will ke

him from coming 1o school [l
or writing notes for himscl! ¢
get out early.

Other students shart
junior Shawnda Langeraks

view. She said, “My moni know:
when I am not at school. S%
gets annoyed when the ofli
cails. She wonders why !
can'’t trust me.”

Most students.
however, are apathetic about _lhf
new policy. Amy Edgren, scnio®
said, “It was probably better (¢
way it was.” Senior Maia Murm
also captured many studen®
opinions when she said, “Itreal
doesn’t matter.”

An anonymou
substitute teacher at Central sai
“Attendance policies are madk
to keep students at school. '
don’t believe that every studc”
needs the red tape of a s+
attendance policy, but s
students do, and these (NN
must be equal for all student

|
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Every crowd has its
verv special meeting place.
For some it’s a coffee
icuse or a market place; for
Central Highteachersit’s atthe
hottled water cooler, a device
that takes up one square foot of
room and is 55 inches tall,
Marketing teacher
Mrs. Alice Bunz set it up after
she learned about the results of
an experiment that Mr. David
James, a former science teacher
atCentral, conducted last year.

Cultivating fountain germs

Togive his class some
“hands-on experience,” he set
up a task similar to a scavenger
hunt. He picked a couple of
Central’s drinking fountains
and disinfected them.

The next day his
students were sent out during
lab time to find the clean
lountains.

When hisstudentshad
notroubletelling the dirty from
e clean fountains, he and his

lass started to take samples
from three areas of a soiled
‘ountain and cultivated them in
i petri dish.

Theresultshowed that
there was “a fairly good growth
ofbacteriain the opening,” said
Mr. James.

Examinations under a
microscope showed similarities
Lo germs causing infections.

Unfortunately,
Mr.James had “no expertise for

health hazards.”

When he showed his
sample to marketing teacher
Mrs. Alice Bunz, she did not
like what she saw.

She said that she
remembered a commercial on
the radio and ordered a water
cooler.

Whatshe did notknow
at the time is that she was
creating a new communication
center for the school.

To her, the cooler
broughtthe advantage of having
“cool and pure water without
having to leave the phone.”

Soon, the marketing
teachers started to congregate
around the new device to
exchange the news of the day
with each other.

The news spread
around school and other people
started frequenting the
marketing office “in need of
refreshment.”

Mr. Sultan Kerakes,
dircctor of water quality at
Metropolitan Ultilities District
(MUD) did not see any need to
prefer bottled water to the
fountains.

He denies the
possibility that the water is
soiled when it enters the
building’s pipes.

“There can’t be any
hazard,” he said.

“Omaha water,
supplied by MUD, is treated
according to the standards sct
by the Safe Drinking Water
Act,” said Mr. Kerakes.

‘-‘—\—.__

Something for those
of you who aren’t taking
Stanley H. Kaplan Prep™

We've produced more top scores on tests like the
PSAT, SAT and ACT than all other courses combined.

ich means if you're not taking Kaplan Prep* you
May need to take more than a #2 pencil to the test.

ES’IANLEY H. KAPLAN

Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances

ACT Prep session starts
February 17

Call 345-3595 for details
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People frequent marketing department for refreshment

Water cooler provides meeting place

Source of germs

The water is cleaned,
settled, and chemicals are added.
According to Mr. Kerekes,
chlorinc isadded at several points
to keep the level between 0.5
and 1 milligram per liter.

Mr. James also thinks
that it is unlikely that the germs
are coming from MUD supplied
water. “The sourceismost likely
human use,” he said.

In addition to Mr.
Harry Gaylor and Mr. Darrell
Lahmann, other marketing
teachers, the cooler is now used
and paid for by a group of
teachers.

Hanging around cooler

Miss Levetta
Chamberlain, Mrs. Eileen
Conway, Miss Carolyn Orr, Mr.
Michael Gaherty, Mr. Larry
Andrews and Mrs. Margarct
Quinn all enjoy the water.

“When we sit in the
office and talk, we call it
‘hanging around the water
coolcr.”"

J

Faculty water club shuns regular water fountains for bottled
water. Photo by Scan Chapman

More calendar changes

Stephanie Kurtzubaemo—— -~

The Omaha School Board has reached
yet another final decision regarding the 1990-
1991 OmahaPublic School's academic calendar.

At a meeting in the new Teacher
Administration Centeron February 5, the School
Board faced a crowded room of approximately
200 people. Most in attendance were there to
fight the calendar changes decided on by the
board on January 24. Once again, the "power in
numbers" philosophy proved successful for the
protesters of the new OPS school calendar.

New changes have becn made in the
plan for the 1990-1991 school ycar to coincide
with some of the decisions that have alrcady
been passed by the board.

The revised calendar calls for all OPS
students to begin school on August 27 with
teachers beginning work the traditional weck of
August 20. The new revisions call for a two day
teachers' convention and break over
Thanksgiving. A winter break will occur
December 21 through January 2 ( shortening the
original decision by one day).

Spring break has becn restored to the

traditional length of one weck and both Martin
Luther King Day and Presidents' Day will be
observed. The school day will still be extended
by 10 minutes, allowing for students to finish
school on May 31.

Mr. Norman Custard, Ccntral
mathematics teacher, attended the Board mecting
andsaid, "We won twoout of our three arguments,
an early out, a full week in the spring, but we
didn't get the two weeks in winter. It was a
compromise."

Dr. G. E. Moller, principal, said that he
was aware of a concerned effort on the part of the
Omaha Education Association (OEA) to get many
teachers from OPS to atiend the Monday night
meeting. "Only one teacher approached me
about his disapproval for the new calendar, but
got the impression that many of the teachers
weren't pleased.”

According to Mrs. Vickic Anderson,
Spanish teacher, the number of people, the large
ammountofletters,and many phone calls received
by the Board of Education, prompted the board to
change its decision.

The original plan decided upon in
January was arrived at through parent, student,
and administrator surveys. However, both Mr.

eLaser Typesetting
eMacintosh Rental
ePassport Photos

eSelf Serve Typewriters

kinko’s

the copy center

services may vary by location

NMore Tham Copies

elLaminating
eExpert Assistance
eBinding Service

eColor Copies

24th and Cuming 74th and Pacific*
114th and Davenport*

* open 24 hours

Custardand Mrs. Anderson agreed
that they felt the survey was
disregarded when it came to the
final decision. As a member of
OEA, Mrs. Anderson holds the
position of Political Aciion Chair
and expressed her feclings about
the calendar.

Mrs. Anderson said, "I feel
better that they changed the
calendar because it shows that they
were listening. Last time they
didn'tlisten, and I felt that my vote
didn't count.”

Mrs. Carol Valdrighi, social
studies teacher, said that the
"process through which the
original decision was arrived at
concerned me."

Although the Board of
Education said that this was a final
decision on the 1990-1991 school
calendar, Mr. Custard adviscs,
"pencil this one in!"

4
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Snow days: Student joy, executive decisions

Jennifer E. Murphy

“...Ralston Schools
and Omaha Creighton Prep will
start one hour late. All classes
are cancelledfor the District 66
schools, Papillion schools, and
Omaha Public Schools as
well...."

In the early moming
hours following a particularly
snowy evening and/or night,
students of all ageslisten to their
radio or T.V. to see if school
might be cancelled.

"MOM!!! There's no

“I.am so happy!” said
Christie Klein, sophomore. “I
jump up and down [when I find
out].”

Students—while
happy school is cance!led—are
sometimes puzzled as to why
school is cancelled on a certain
day, and not another. Many are
uncertain of the Omaha Public
Schools “snow days” policies
and criteria.

“There is a
combination of factors upon
which the decision is based,”
said Mrs. Winnie Callahan,
Coordinator of Public
Information Services for OPS.

According to Mrs.
Callahan, the administration at
TAC gets information from the
National Wecather Service as
well as the city and the county.
They also receive reports of the
conditions of the roads.

“We have about 50
people who go and drive the
streets where buses would be
traveling and report back with
us what they think,” she said.

All the information is
“fedtoDr. Norbert Schuerman,”
the Superintendentof OPS, Mrs.
Callahan went on to say.

“By4a.m.weareclose

———Keri Babe——

“School days, school
days, good ole golden rule days.
Reading, ‘riting, ‘rithmetic,
taught to the tune of a hickory
stick.”

Many years ago,
people held this perception of
school. Today, that old
philosophy of " education has
been replaced with an abundance
of new and highly diversified
courses,

"It's important for
all people to
understand all
races."
Jade Rogers

Central is currently
promoting the idea of
implementing an ethnic studies
course in the curriculum for the
1990-1991 school year.

According to Mrs.
Bemice Nared, a group of black
Central students proposed the

to a decision.” They then call
“the 3 major T.V. stations” in
addition to 14 radio stations and
the World Herald, she wentonto
say. To reach teachers,
principals and staff who work at
the schools, they activate the
“emergency calling tree. "Every
employeein the school districtis
reached,” she said.

“But MOM!!!! It’s too
cold to go today!!!"

“A lot of kids get
themselves off to school in the
moming,” she said. She said

that because of that fact, the kids
might not be "bundled up
enough."

“Vehicles also have
trouble starting [in cold weather],
and there could be a wait for a
[school] bus," she added.

Dr. Peter Cardicllosaid,
“When blood stops circulating,
you get frostbite.” He added that
“safety patrols” can be in danger
in extreme cold because of the
“standing still.” Young children
arc more susceptible because
they have “thinner skin” and
when they are outside, they are
“not looking for effects of the
cold” where as older kids and
adults are, Dr. Cardicllo wenton
Lo say.

“We look scriously at
closing [school] with 40 or 60
degrees below zero windchills,”
said Mrs. Callahan.

“There is no set policy.
There can’t be,” she said.
According to Mrs. Callahan, one
cannot say that if there are “4
inches of snow there won’t be
school,” because the snow could
be dry and not hazardous. Onthe
flipside of that, she said that there
could be only 2 or 3 inches of
snow, but along with it could be
wind and ice which “could do
it—especially with windchill.”

“When  will the

idea for a black history class.

She said that the
students felt they didn’t learn
enough about the black heritage
in regular social studies classes
and wanted o learn more.

After much discussion,
the administration decided that
an ethnic history course would
be more beneficial to all students.

Dr. G. E. Moller,
Central principal, said he feels
that an ethnic history course, as
opposed to a black history
course, would be a contribution
to all significant minorities, not
any one particular race,

Along  with the
advantages of a course like this
come many obstacles.

“Wehadablack history
classabout fifteen years ago, but
after about three or four years,
nobody showed any interest in it.
Hopefully, with an ethnic history
class we’ll get a larger pool of
studentsand haveamuch greater
chance of success, “ said Dr.
Moller,

Books are the major

)

windchill be at its peak? We
look at these factors as well.
That's why there is no set
policy,” said Mrs. Callahan.
“We look at the total picture.”
Sheadded that they keep in touch
with theroad crews and see when
streets will be cleared.

“Hey look!!! It's
snowing!! I am going to call my
parents and have them call the
Superintendentandwe’ ll getout
early!!l”

“The Superintendent
appreciates the calls, [he gets
from parents] knowing parents
care and are concerned, but they
do not influence his decisions,”
said Mrs. Callahan. “After 9:30
a.m.,, its too late.” She went on
to say that for early dismissal,
the people at TAC have to be in
communication with the bus
drivers to get them to the buses
and to the schools by 12 or 1
p.m. “Dr. Schuerman has to
have all the information by 9:30
a.m. and make a decision. Early
closing is a substitute for a late
starting time.”

According to Mrs.
Callahan, starting classes late is
“not an oplion.”

“We ‘piggy-back’ our
buscs in order to save money on
transportation. Starting times
for clementary and high school
areinaccordance with cach other
so when buscs are done with
high school students, they can
gopick upelementary students.”
She said.

“We only have 3 snow
days! After another one, we will
have to make up time during
spring break and the summer!!"

“There is not a sct
number [of snow daysallowed],”
said Mrs. Callahan, “We have
extratimealrcady in the calendar,
If there was severe weather and
wedid havean excessive amount

problem for having an ethnic
history course. Dr. Moller said
that two other schools in OPS
are currently running a similar
course and made theirown books
through mimeographed material.

" [It] will help a lot
of minorities to
learn about their
heritage."
Chris Gray

Senior Jade Rogers
said, “Yes, I think it’s a good
idea to have a class like this,
Youdon’tgetethnic history from
the classroom. It’simportant for
all people to understand all
races.”

“Ithink itwillbe agood
educationalclass. A lotof things
aren’t taught in elementary
school and junior high. Anethnic
studies class will help a lot of
minorities to learn about their
heritage and culture,” said senior
Chris Gray.

of days off, we might have to
work with the state to see if we
would need to make up days.”

“Who has to go to
school when kids don’t,
anyway?? Who are the
‘designated personnel’ I hear
about on the radio” ?

According to Mrs.
Callahan, the term “designated
personnel” is referring to an
appointed teacher or
administrator that comes to
school because usually one or
two students will show up for
school.

“We want to have
someone there so that the student
will have acontactto get home,”
she said. She said a designated
custodian is also at a school to

Pictures by Central art students are hanging in the courtyard
commemorating Black History Month, Photo by Andre Gilmore

Central will add ethnic history to curriculum

According to Mrs.
Nared, there mustbeaminimum
of fifteen students enrolled in
the semester course, and that
minimum must be maintained in
order for the class to remain in

——

make sure the pipes do not freyy;
up.

Mrs. Callahan also gy
that all of the teachers “ygyy),
£0 1o school” because teacher
“are looking for time 10 g
school work done,” but if i j
“extreme,” itis “not produclive”
for them to come in.

“I am always glad [for
a “snow day”]. I can caich y
with school work,” suid Mr
Kathleen Maloney, English
teacher.

“I just wait for the
phone call my dad gets and
and wake my sister up,” said
Kevin Custard, sophomor,
whose father, Norm Custard, i
ateacheratCentral. “Then,[g
back to bed!”

the curriculum.

Mrs. Susan Roberts has
volunteered to teach the cthnk
studies class, but the officid
teacher has not yet been
established.

f
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College drop-out becomes member of home-grown terrorist organization

Teacher's past prom date turns kidnapper

—=Keith Klandend—ex
Have you ever
wondered if one of your
classmates or friends might
someday be a movie star or the
president ~or a multi-
millionaire?

Or how about amass-
murderer or even a national
terrorist?

Central  English
teacher Mr. Timothy Larsen
had an unusual past
aquaintance: his date to the
senior prom.

"I never suspected
she would turn out the way she
did,” said Mr. Larsen.

The "she” that Mr.
Larsen referred to was a good
high school friend/ prom date.

She turned out to be
a member of one of America’s
mostnotorious terrorist groups,
an organization that is called

the Symbianese Liberation

The SLA, as it was
called, was an organization of
home-grown American
terrorists, woman-created and
woman-operated.

Members of the
organization were responsible
for the 1974 kidnapping of
heiress Patricia Hearst.

The money the
outlaws demanded for Patty
Hearst's return was not even
for the enrichment of the
kidnappers, but to help the poor.

The group was
responsible for many crimes
in the early 1970's.

According to Mr.
Larsen, the kidnapper-to-be
was different from the girl he

friend in high school.

"She was very popular.
I still remember her as she was
in high school. I never met the
‘other side’ of her; she was very
friendly."

As for his senior prom
with her, Mr. Larsensaid, "Prom
was fine; there was nothing
unusual about it at all."Mr.
Larsen also said that he only saw

She was very popular. I never met the 'other side' of her; she was very friendly.

The kidnappers were
seven young white university
dropouts, five of them women,
one of whom was Mr. Larsen's
close friend in high school.

The whole kidnapping
was different in that the
criminals acted from new
compulsions and unmellow
motives.

went to prom with in high
school." I never remember her
being involved in social
causes,” he said.

Many people get
conceptions of very cruel and
dangerous people when they
think of terrorists and criminals;
according to Mr. Larsen, she
was a nice person and a good

heronce after graduation (from
high school).

"She didn't seem to
have changed when I saw her
last ; it was two years after
high school and that was the
last I actually heard of her,”
Mr. Larsen said.

The next time he saw
her was when her picture was

flashed on the national news.

"I was shocked when |
found out about the big shoot
out in L.A, and she was
involved in ir."

The girl Mr. Larsen
once went to prom with was
found dead under the floor of a
house thathad been surrounded
by police. She was found burnt
and holding a dead cat.

Events involving the
kidnapping of Paity Hearst have
been made into movies and
written about in books.

However, although
Mr. Larsen said that he dated a
notorious person (who was in
the news), he said he has never
read any of the books or seen
any of the movies written about
the ordeal.

Mr. Larsen also said
that he still thinks about his old
prom date whenever Patty
Hearst's name comes up.

Placemats, bookmarks encourage vocational enroliment

—Cindy Gamer e

The Home Economics
and Business/Marketing
departments celebrated
Vocational Educational Week
during the week of February
12-16.

The departments used
this time to get more students
nierested in the vocational edu-
cation classes offered at Cen-
tral.
According to Mrs.
Wanda Utecht, business
department head, they handed
out brochures to all freshmen
students about the importance
of a business education.
"Business is for
everyone, not just the college-
bound person,” said Mrs.
Utecht.

Students found
placemats in the cafeteria and
bookmarks in the library en-
couraging them to enroll in
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vocational education classes

next year.

Mrs. Utecht said that
she feels that students don't

understand what vocational
education is.

She said, "Too many
people think of vocational
education as a shop class.”

Other activities this
week included a drawing for a
Central T-shirt by the home
economics department and a

1]

SILADIUM®
DESIGNER
SERIES
STYLES

speech, in an audito-
rium homeroom,
about the vocational
courses offered to
freshmen.

The business
department  spon-
sored an informal
luncheon for
Central's
administrators,
counselors,
secretaries, the home
economics
department  staff, and
supervisors from TAC.

The Breakfast Flakes,
the morning disk jockeys on
Sweet 98 radio station, were
special guests at the luncheon.

Mrs. Utecht said that
she hoped they would have
some media attention of the
event from them.

The Home Economics
Department offers courses in
home economics, nutrition and
food science, clothing and
textiles, child development and
housing and home interiors.

The business
department has courses in

accounting, marketing, per-
sonal finance, business eco-
nomics, and typing.

Mrs. Utecht said that
she is quite proud of the
business
department's
computer
education.

"We have
computer
labs where
weare ableto
teach word
processing,
spreadsheets,
and other
business
related activi-
tieswhichcan
be done on a
computer,”Mrs. Utecht.
said.

Vocational
education week was
celebrated this week
because registration for next
year begins next week.

The home
economics and business
departments wanied the idea
of vocational classes in the

minds of students as they de-
cide on their courses for next
year. Sophomore Eve
Broekmeier, a student of Mrs.

Diane Mosher's personal
finance class, said that she would
have a better background from
which to take Markeung I-I
next year.

Sophomore Mike
Ferro, a student of Mrs. Joann
Roehl's foods and nutrition
class, said, "It's great! You get
to make chili and soups and
things."” Mike said studentsalso

leamn to grocery shop.

Having to babysit every night
can really put a damper

on your social fife.

MOTHERHOOD LASTS A
LIFETIME.

Know the consequences of
teen pregnancy.

DON'T KID YOURSELE.

LIVE YOUR OWN LIFE BEFORE YOU START ANOT
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Public educat|on support

Many apathetlc about educatlori costs

Alyson Adams

“We don’t need no
education.”

According to senior
Kristin Long, this is not only the
opinion of the music group Pink
Floyd but is alsoacommon belief
held by Omahans.

“The recason no one
cares about public education is
because there are a lot of people
who are out of school and don’t
have kids, so they don’t care to
put anything into the system.
They don’t have any ties to it,”
she said.

Legislative Bill 1059
offers a possible solution to the
education problem, Kristin said.

The bill would boost
state support for school districts,
particularly poor districts, and it
would affect all Omahans. LB
1059 would increase state
income taxes by 17.5% and raise
state sales tax from four to five
cents on the dollar.
some federal income taxes would
increase while others would
decrease. The bill would increase
the taxes of businesses and those
who have middle to high
incomes. Omaha renters’ taxcs
would also rise.

However, property
owners with lower incomes
would pay less under LB1059.

Mrs. Valorie Johnson,
1972 Central graduate and
mother of two, approved of the
bill.

“I'd like to see farmers
getacut, and [ think [LB 1059)
would encourage people 0 buy
houses instead of renting. It's
got a lot of valid points,” she
said.

Mrs. Johnson added
that she felt she was ready to
make an ecffort to improve
education, even if that meant
paying higher taxes.

*“I think it’s time 0 do
something about education,” she

ort A. Heinlein

&

:;. .‘fn':,lams to anend; Spending Ii
districts can

Hilary Foster

said. “Having children in
school, I am especially
concerned. No one wants taxes
raised, but for what better reason
than education? 1'd vote for it.”

Junior Erin Hovorka
has amixed opinion of LB 1059.

“I think it’s both good
and bad. It’s good that they are
helping the poorer people, but
there are also the middle class
people whocan barely make ends
meet themselves. I think the
focus should be spread outevenly
and help as many as possible,”
she said.

Mr. Jerry Gillogly,

American History teacher,
welcomes the bill.
He said, “I think it's long
overdue. Why should only
property owners pay for
education? Everybody uses it
and benefits from it.”

"I don't mind
paying higher
taxes for
something as
important as
education."

- Mr. Randy
Smiith

Mr. Gillogly added,
“I’s sad w see the governor
trying to shoot [the bill] down.
She wanted property tax
reduction, and the bill does that
and helps education at the same
time. Not passing it would be a
disservice to the people.”

Mr. Randy Smith,
college senior and former Central
student, also supports LB 1059.

“I don’t mind paying
higher taxes for something
important as education—that’s
fine. If it were for a low-level

ié-_—J

nuclear waste site, that would be
different, but it's for a good
cause,” he said.

Mr. Smith added that
although he thinks the bill is a
good idea, he is not sure if it will
be successful.

“It could backfire. If
the situation doesn’t improve
once the funds are available, the
actual processing of the money
might have to be dealt with,” he
said.

Mrs. Carol Valdrighi,
World History tcacher, said she
is always in favor of lower
property taxes and higher income
taxes.

“Income taxes are
much more progressive, But,
tax reform under Reagan is not
very progressive, and because
Nebraska’s income tax is tied to
national income tax, it may not
be as progressive as it should
be,” she said.

According to senior
Melissa Garner, teachers’
salariesare not high enough, and
consequently, many of the really
good teachers are not teaching
anymore.

Melissa said that she
thinks there is not enough
emphasis on the positive aspects
of young people.

“Brrybody concentrates
on the drug issues when they
should be concerned with
education. They're teaching
what's wrong, not what's right,”
she said.

Freshman Rene
Johnson agreed with Melissa.
She said, “If people weren't
kids wouldn'tbe so negative and
they'd see the good side of
themselves.” '

Melissa added, “The
government wants to put all the
moncy into stopping drugs.
What they don't realize is that
people wouldn't be selling drugs
if they had an education.”
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Funding for school districts,
cities, countics and other government
subdivisions may be placed under a lid,
depending on legislation in the state
legislature.

A spending lid limits the rate at
which a government subdivision, such as
a school district, may increase its budget
from year to year.

“The lid has the same benefits as
having a budget in a houschold,” said
Janet Anderson, a member of the Omaha
Public Schools Board of Education. She
added that the problem with the lid is that
it cannot be changed like a household
budget can. Lids are a device used to
control the economy by restricting the
budget for the government, according 10
Mr. Stephen Regan, President of the OPS
board of education.

“The concept [of lids] is
relatively new,” said Mr. Regan. “Every
year the local subdivisions of government
have a new budget.” While a budget
outlines spending for the year, Mr. Regan
said that the lid controls how much the
budget can increase.

Currently, three different types
of lids face the legislature and the citizens
of Nebraska. According to Neal Krause,
director of accounting for the Omaha
School District, Nebraska has not been
affected by a lid since the 1984-8S fiscal
year. Mr. Krause said that during that
year, the entire state was under a seven
per cent lid. That lid was on revenue, as
opposed to current lids that control
expenditure.

“Onlids onrevenue,” Mr. Krause
said, “the lid controls the amount of taxes
that a district can collect. If you can raise
revenue from some other source than
taxes, you can raise the level of your
budget 10 meet your needs.” Lids on
expenditures, he explained, restrict the
level of spending regardless of other
income. The lid that was on the state in
1984-85 was a time limit lid, Mr. Krause
said; the time ran out and it expired. The
proposed Constitutional Amendment lid

and the lids being proposed in the
legislature have no time limit, he said.

From 1979 101981, the voters of
Omaha put the school district undera zero
per cent lid while the state was under a
lid in the 79-81 years was bad because so
many programs had to be cut drastically.
“Inflation was running in the double digits
while the lid was at zero . . . it wasa
disaster.” Mr. Regan added that the
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