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Organizations contribute to charities

Omaha needy

receive helpful

holiday support

Renee Besancon

During the holiday
season, especially due to the
practice of selfless giving
which both Hanukah and
Christmas tend to promote,
some people choose to donate
something of themselves to
charities.

The faculty and
students of Central High
School are no exception. Each
year many teachers and
students donate time, money,
food or clothing to
organizations in Omaha.

[The] holiday
tree was one
example of the
opportunities
available for
students and
teachers alike
to contribute

_ In the past the
Student Council's holiday tree
was one example of the
opportunities available for
students and teachers alike to
contribute.

During past holiday
seasons, Student Council
members urged those who
could to give money for lights
lor the tree. According to
Council spokesperson Sarah
McWhorter, senior, the
purpose of the tree was to raise
money for the needy.

"Last year we made
over 200 dollars, so the
Student Council donated the
money to make it an even 300,"
said Sarah. Enron matched
that 300 dollars, she explained,
ind the Council "donated (the
money) to pay for heating bills
ior the needy."

This year, however,
the Student Council put up a
foliday wreath rather than a
iree. The reasoning behind the
wreath, Sarah explained, is
threefold.

"There are a lot of
requirements concerning
lrees," she said. The tree
must be treated so that it is
fireproofed,” and the Council
rvould only be able to leave it up
'or one week, Also, "a teacher
Wwas supposed to watch the
Iree every period because it's a
fire hazard," she said.

_ "l think everybody
hkgs to have the tree," Sarah
said. She admitted, however,
that, although the Student
Council members referred to it
as the "Holiday Tree,” it was
still a symbol of the Christian

eligion. "We thought we were
solving a lot of problems by
9etting the wreath,” she said.

t

According to Sarah,
the Student Council plans to
donate the money they raise
this year to a charity in Scott
Schultz’'s name. "We hope to
at least match last year's
amount,” she said.

Central's DECA
chapter also takes part in
charitable activities throughout
the holiday season. i

According to Mrs.
Alice Bunz, business teacher,
the club has four missions:
vocational awareness,
leadership development, civic
consciousness and social
intelligence.

For at least as long as
she has been at Central (the
past four years), DECA has
taken part in Target Night.
Emphasizing the club's civic
consciousness, the activity,
Mrs. Bunz explained, is part of
Target's public relations
program.

"Every year," she
.aid, "Target buses.in.elderly
citizens from homes for two to
three hours of shopping.” They
provide dessert and presents
(for the shoppers). They also
line up singing groups from
surrounding schools,” she
said.

According to Mrs.
Bunz, 23 DECA members
participated in Target Night on
December 6. The students
helped, she said, by reading
tags or pushing carts because
many of the elderly persons are
physically incapacitated.

"It made our
students feel
good,... and
some of the
people got
attached to
their student
helpers.”

Mrs.

The activity,
Bunz said, is in some ways an
extension of the classroom.

Marketing classes study
population, and at this time,
she said, the greatest

percentage of the population is
senior citizens.

In effect, "the
students are dealing with the
new market,” she said, adding,
“(Target Night) increases their
awareness. It's also a good
way to be in on a‘company‘s
public relations.”

In the past DECA held
fundraisers, the proceeds of
which went to the Omaha
World-Herald Good Fellows
fund. This year the group
concentrated on senior

" citizens. .

Continued on page 12

Tess Fogarty

night.

Winter and the holiday season come to the Midlands. The Central

Park Mall in Downtown Omaha is illuminated in the wintery mist of a December

The Park lies only a block away from the disputed Jobber's Canyon area,
which is this issue's editorial focus.

New program aids learning

Ann Kay

"What's the outcome?”
This question is part of a new
program Central teachers are
using called the Omaha
Instructional Process.

OIP presents an outcome
that the subject matter should
teach.

"The program is an effort to
standardize what we teach, to
make as sure as possible that
students reach certain levels
of schooling and have learned
certain things,” said Dr. G.E.
Moller, Central High School
principal.

OIP is a way to let the Board
of Education and the public
know that the teachers are
teaching the essentials of the
material, explained Dr. Moller.

A committee of teachers,
parents, and administrators
writes the outcomes for each
subject and for each course

taught in the OPS school
system, Mr. Jack Blanke,
social studies department
head, explained.

The Omaha Instructional
Process is combined in a large

“book for each subject and

comes with a computer disk
that follows the outlined
course.

“I'm non-committal towards
it," Mr. Blanke said of the
program. "The teachers are
supposed to aim at giving two
tests a week, a pre-test to find
out what the students don't
know and a post-test to find out
what they have learned.”

Social studies teacher Mr.
Jerome Gillogly is using the
"mastery learning technique,”
the OIP program that involves
pre-tests and post-tests.

"When we have enough time,
the program works fairly well,
but whenever the week is
shortened for conferences or

the school play, it's horrible’
Mr. Gillogly said. He added
that the program helps keep
students from procrastinating.

"It's a good system because
the students know what will be
happening each day in class,”
said Mr. Gillogly.

"The Omaha Instructional
Process keeps the various

public high schools
academically together,
timewise. Other schools are

studying the same subjects at
the same time (along) with
Central,” Mr. Blanke
concluded.

Inside:
term papers,
ballet, holiday

traditions, days
of youth, and

Chanukah.
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Do you think that Jobbers' Canyon, the
warehouse district in downtown Omaha,

Laura Grlillo

should be leveled in order for ConAgra to
build a new headquarters?

Drew Weiss, senior:
"No, | don't think they
should tear them
down because they
are a piece of
architectural heritage
that must be
preserved for the
benefit of future
generations."

Lamar Greene,
senior: "No, | don't
think they should tear
them down; they
should remodel them
and even use them
for business, but they
should keep the
historic look."

Tyler McLeod,
junior: "No, Jobbers'
Canyon should be
saved because we
should preserve
Omaha's beautiful
buildings that make
our downtown
unique."”

Tina Meyer, junior:
"No, they shouldn't
tear down the
buildings because
they've been there
forever; they are
important to our city's
history."

Tia Browder,
sophomore: "I don't
think they should be
torn down, but it's
okay if businesses
want to use them the

MIORBER'S CANYON = LAND OF THE UNEMPLOYED

———

Progress takes precedence

When Legislative Bill
775, the Economic Growth Act
for Nebraska, was enacted this
past summer, one of the driving
forces behind the proposal was
Omaha-based ConAgra.

Chairman Mike Harper
wanted his company to expand
in Omaha, but he felt that
Nebraska's then-corporate tax
structure would hinder ConAgra
to the point that it would be
more profitable to relocate to
another state. The state
legislature passed the bill, and
Harper agreed to stay and to
expand in Nebraska.

Now, when ConAgra is
about to forge ahead with its
development of a new
headquarters and a new
research center, they are
finding opposition standing in
their way. Many prominent
people from both the private
and public sector, including
Mayor Bernie Simon, feel that
Central Park East would be an
ideal site for both ConAgra and
Omaha.

However, Central Park
East already has a "tenant,”
Jobbars' Canyon. Directly east
of the Old Market, the Canyon
is a series of 20-some turn-of-
the- century warehouses and
buildings, most of which are
vacant today.

Hype detracts from Christmas

In its prime, Jobbers'
Canyon was a testament to the
architectural genius of the era.
Now, many years past its
prime, the district in general is
in a state of decay and is an
eyesore in downtown Omaha.

True, a few of the
warehouses are still in use,
most have been empty for
years, and perhaps the time
has come for a change.

The supporters of
Jobbers' Canyon agree that its
primary redeeming factors are
its designers and intactness.

Omaha is only one of
a handful of cities with a
complete warehouse district,
they contend, and should be
preserved.

They also state that
two of the buildings were
designed by William Latenser,
the architect of the Douglas
County Courthouse and Central
High School. However noble
this notion sounds, these
warehouses pale in comparison
to the latter two buildings and
should not be saved due to
such reasoning.

While they wish to
leave Jobbers’ Canyon in its
original state, the critics of
Central Park East feel that if
ConAgra intends to develop by
the river, the Canyon should be

renovated for their use.
However, Mr. Harper
has made it clear that ConAgra
will build a new facility
renovation is out of the
question. And, practically
speaking, why would they want
to throw good money after bad?
Mayor Simon, in an
effort to revitalize downtown
Omaha, has asked the Omaha
City Council to declare the
district a "blighted” area. An
affirmative decision by the
Council would clear the area of
the warehouses and wou1ld
clear the way for ConAgra's
expansion. The Register staff

- presses the Council for a swift

answer.

Mr. Harper has set
January 4, 1988, as his
announcement date for the
location of the complex, and he
has given Omaha until then to
oblige him by tearing down
Jobbers' Canyon.

Is this blackmail on
Mr. Harper's part? A little, but
since he has taken the bull by
the homs and is willing to give
Omaha an economic shot in the
arm, we must prove ourselves
deserving- of the boon and
condemn the warehouse
district.

Can we really afford to
lose another Enron?

way they are.”
When is Christmas not  escapes many. Traditionally, it Apparently, it is no
Christmas? When you see is a time for families to unite longer the gift that counts, but
decorations up at  and to celebrate the birth of the price tag that is attached 10
Bloomingdales on the Fourthof  Christ. it. If it doesn't have a horse of
July. . Over the years, an alligator on it, genera
The Beach Boys sang - however, certain capitalists consensus seems to indicate,
‘ that "Christmas comes but and entrepreneurs realized that there is no point in giving it.
NiKkK] Ess once a year,” but each year, a fast buck could be made off With no end in the

sophomore: "No,
they shouldn't be torn
down because'
they've been down
there a long time, and

they give our city
character.”

the Christmas season begins
earlier than the last, and its
commercialization rises
steadily.

The simple truth is
that Christmas, or the
Christmas Shopping Season,
has been promoted and
exploited to the point where
"Christmas” has strayed from
its original meaning.

It began as a religious
holiday; though this fact

of Christmas. They saw that
gifts and frivolous items would
enthrall the masses, and thus
the commercialization of
Christmas began.

: Despite their good
intentions, or lack there of,
Christmas does not deserve
such attention. Being primarily
a religious holiday, it is almost
sacrilegious to associate
Christmas with lights and cards
and dollar signs.

foreseeable future, the
commercialization of Christmas
will only continue to build.
Perhaps one of these years we
will no longer have a Christmas
season. Rather, the whole
year will be Christmas;
December 26 will simply be the
first day of the holiday
shopping season.

Gee, maybe now Wwe
should keep our Christmas
lights up all year long.
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Drive-in sparks memories

When you couldn't
think of anywhere to go during
the summer months, where is
the one place you could count
on going to?

The drive-in, that's
where. You remember; it was
one of those experiences
which was a must on the
summer activity list: a sort of
rite of summer.

Well, you can count
out this fifty-four year old form
of entertainment in Omaha
anymore for Omaha's last
drive-in, the Q-Twin, will most
likely be torn down and
converted into a housing
development.

Neighbors adjacent to
the Q-Twin have voiced
complaints of litter and noise,
and they prompted the
developers to proceed with
their housing expansion plans.

However, the closing
of the Q-Twin will create more
problems than it will solve.

~

A

Many Omahans
complain about the teenage
congestion that occurs at
certain sites around the city,
most notably 72 street and
Dodge street. With the Q-
Twin's destruction, an overflow
of adolescents will be turned
loose on the streets.

Most importantly, the
drive-in brings back memories
for both young and old alike,
and sadly, memories are all
that will be left.

Memories of warm
nights turning cold, of millions
of blankets to keep warm, of
wearing down the car battery
because the speaker next to
you is broken (again), of
socializing at the concession
stand, of coming back from the
restroom only to get lost in a
sea of cars, of dancing hotdog
and penguin commercials
during the intermission, and
special dates with a boy or girl.

Just when the drive-in
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already -

~ seemed to be making a

comeback, it appears that we
will not be allowed to enjoy it.
Maybe the owners of the new
houses will still let these
impressionable teenagers
congregate in their yards.

If an enterprising
businessperson who had the
same sentimental feelings
could buy a vacant lot in the
suburbs and change it into a
drive-in, the problem would be
solved. But just how many
white knights are really out
there?

Some people suggest
that people go to the Council
Bluffs drive-in, but who wants
to be in'lowa? Who's that
desperate for entertainment?

Think of it, the last
drive-in in Omaha permanently
closed.

What will you do on a
lazy, summer evening next
year? Our choices will be
limited, for the drive-in is dead.
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Holiday Letters

The delighful holiday season is upon us again.
The next milestone is the end of the semester followed
very shortly by-our "student recruitment season.”

Central continues to be an "open enroliment"
school for the sophomore year. We can and MUST recruit _
students from nearly everywhere in the district with the
exception of the North High School attendance area. We
need students who want a superior education beyond high
school. The more such students we have, the better our
total program can be for everyone.

If you like Central, are proud of YOUR school,
and want to help keep its programs strong for your own
benefit and for future students, USE EVERY
OPPORTUNITY YOU HAVE TO "SELL" CHS TO YOUR
YOUNG RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND ACQUAINTANCES.

You can do more this way to insure an excellent
education for yourselves and for those to come than
anything else you can do. Talk. Sell. Explain. Phone.
Visit. Contact. Show. Do whatever you can to get
present ninth graders to choose Central for next fall.

We'll all benefit!

Dr. G.E. Moller

The Student Council has been very busy during
the months of November and December. After the Omaha
City Council members came to speak with Central
students concerning the curfew issue, Student Council
began looking towards holiday efforts. This year we opted
for a holiday wreath instead of a tree because of the
Omaha Public Schools’ regulations and other school
conflicts.

In addition to the holiday wreath, the Student
Council provided a Secret Santa Fundraiser to raise
money for a donation that was made to the World-Herald
Good Fellows in memory of Scott Schultz.

On Friday, December 4, the Student Council
spoke with the sophomores about Student Council
elections in an auditorium homeroom. Sophomores
elected their Council members on December 16, and
results will be announced after vacation. ;

Finally, the Student Council is continuing their
efforts to keep the courtyard clean. Many thanks to the
students for their help, but we ask for further support in
keeping the courtyard available for student use.

The Student Council extends their wishes for a
safe and happy holiday break.

The Student Council

==(_Pulse¢ =

Do you think that Jobbers' Canyon, the
warehouse district in downtown Omaha,
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Wreath just not the same

should be leveled in order for ConAgra to

Past Decembers have
brought Central High Schogt
many presents: cold weather,
snow, basketball games and
the holiday tree. This year
appeared to bé no different
except for one notable
exception: the holiday tree.
Central did not have a tree, but
rather a holiday wreath.

In past years, the
Student Council purchased a
tree with hopes pf collecting
money for charities. Last year
alone, they donated $300 over
the holiday season; Enron
matched the $300.

This year, the
Courtyard was conspicuously

empty because of certain
bureaucratic and infringing
regulations impressed upon
Omaha high schools by the
Omaha Board of Education and
the superintendent. In order to
have a tree for charity, schools
must spend from $70 to $100 to
fireproof the tree. Then the
tree must be supervised at all
times by a teacher. And finally,

" it can only be up for a week, or

so.

Since their goal was to
make money and not spend fit,
the Student Council chose to
avoid a confrontation with the
school board and purchased a
wreath. Sure, the wreath is
nice, but it pales in comparison
to a real tree.

The superintendent's
policy may have been intended
to protect the schools, but it
sorely missed the mark. Yes,
fire codes must be observed,
but to require a non-profit
organization such as a student
council to pay to raise money
for a good cause is absurd.
And the rule of constant
supervision for the tree is as
impossible as total nuclear
disarmament.

The holiday season
has lost one of its oldest
traditions with the ban on the
tree, a ban that appears to
have been created without
much thought. Hopefully future
generations will be spared such

Dear Santa:

FORGET THE SWEATER!

sessions for only $10.00 at Jags!

visits!

Just send cash.

from Dec, 16-24, so step on it!

I want 2 weeks of tanning

The offer only goes
Oh...while

you're at it, throw in that blond guy in
my morning study hall.

<

nonsense.

That's 6

20 Regency Parkway

397-7132

—

build a new headquarters?

-

Yes 38% No 62%

Total Questioned: 204 Students
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Research papers:

Ann Kay

Writing a research
paper is an experience. By this
time, most all seniors have
dealt with research papers in
various classes. One of the
major problems, according to
most Central High School
students, is procrastination.

Mr. Jack Blanke, AP
History teacher, requires a
reseach paper each semester
of his class. He gives the
assignment approximately a
month and a half in advance.
Mr. Blanke also spends two
days going over the mechanics
of a term paper.

"You can't always tell
whether a student
procrastinates or not. | know
they do, but | think they talk a
better game than they play.
They don't put it off as much as
they say they do,” said Mr.
Blanke.

Mr. Blanke believes
that a grade of a 'one’ on his

paper is sufficient preparation

for a college paper. "In college
a professor assigns a paper
and says it is due on 'x-day.'
He doesn't go over how to write
a paper; he expects you to
know.”

Jim Kemp, senior,

Jill Ogden

rocrastinated on his latest
gaper. "It ended up that |
turned in a work | wasn't happy
with. because | waited 1il two
nights before it was due. As a
result, grades are bad, and I'm
not pleased with it," he said.
Most students don't plan to
procastinate, but end up doing
so, explained Jim.

"l tend to
procrastinate and it can affect
my grade. | make more
careless errors,” said Rich
Vogel, senior. "On my AP
History paper | had a lot of
mechanical and grammar errors
that | should have caught, but |
was up late working on it,” he
said.

"I feel better
about myself if
I get the paper
done. Plus, |
have time to do
other things."

Rich recently turned in
a paper for Mr. Blanke, the
requirements were eight pages,
use of approximately ten
sources, and it must-be typed.
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students' approaches vary

"There was no problem with not
having enough information for
this particular paper. You don't
need ten sources for.an eight-
page paper; | probably used
about five,” said Rich.

Senior Joan
Jorgensen, has written several
reseach papers. "l don' put off
the work il the last weekend. |
feel better about myself if | get
the paper done. Plus, | have
time to do other things,” she
said. :

"I don't work well
under pressure, | don't think,
and | don't care to find out,”
explained Joan.

Joan feels that her
grades are reflected in her
work. She has more time to
spend working on her papers if
she doesn't wait until the last
minute to do them. "This way |
don't do a sloppy job; it's a
feeling of satisfaction when my
term papers are done ahead of
time. | knew | had other papers
and tests coming up, so | had
my AP History paper done
about two weeks ahead of
time."

Juniors enrolled in Mr.
Semrad's Honors World History
class, have just completed
their research papers for the.
class. Hilary Fenner, junior,

Niv Palgi [left], sophomore, contemplates his next move against his a&varsary

as Mr. Dale Montgomery, chess sponsor and math teacher,

Chess addition

observes the match.

Palgi here from Israel

Ann Kay

Niv Palgi is a
sophomore this year at Central
High School. He came to
Omaha from Israel at the
beginning of July to stay with
his mother and his stepfather.
His mother came to America
two and a half years ago.

"l like the freeness
and the people in America,
Israel is also free so it's not
much different there," said Niv.

Religious figures play
a maijor role in Israeli politics,
so Niv likes the idea that in
America the government and
religion are kept separate. .

According to Niv, the
schools in Israel are

N N

completely different than
Central or other American
schools. "In Israel it is a much
higher level of education. You
learn more, and must work
harder to graduate,” explained
Niv. *The schools here are
much larger; that's something |
don't like here.”

Niv graces the ranks
of the Central Chess Club. "My
father taught me how to play. 1
read some books and played
computer chess,” Niv said. "I
wasn’t able to play in any
tournaments ' Israel; they just
don't have things like that." In
addition, Niv has been playing
the piano for five years and
shares his talent with Central's
orchestra.

Of - the holiday
season, Niv commented, "I
think the Christmas season is
too commercial.” However, he
admitted, "I've never been
involved with the Christmas
season before so | don't know
much about it."

Niv, like all
sophomores, is enrolled in an
Engii_sh class at Central. "l find
English class extremely
difficult because of the
vocabulary,” he said. He also
takes American Government,
algebra, PE, and Reading.
Most of the classes Niv takes
this year will satisfy some of
the graduation credits he
needs to graduate when he
returns to Israel next year,

said, "This is the first paper I've
had to work hard on. |
procrastinated. But when |
finally got around to doing it, |
spent a lot of time on it." She
added, "l hope it won't affect
my grade.”

The next step after
procratination, students said,
is plagiarism. Rich commented.
that it's hard to differentiate
between plagiarism and
paraphrasing. "Sometimes it's
hard to find words that mean
the same thing, and you have
to use the key words," he said.

Hilary also agrees that
it's hard to decide whether she
has paraphrased or
plagiarized. "l tried not to

- plagiarize, and | hope | didn',”

she said.

" 1 Think that
Mrs. Bernstein
and Mr. Daly's

papers were

right on key

with writing a

paper for
college."

Central
Sean Kershaw, now attends

graduate,

Haverford College in
Pennsylvania. Sean was
enrolled in AP English and AP
History, both of which requireg

term papers. "l think that Mrs,
Bernstein's and Mr. Daly's
papers were right on key with
writing a paper for college. The
format is exactly the same*
‘Sean explained. "The AP
History paper helped improve
my research skills.”

» Sean never really
procrastinated. "l kept a pretty
steady pace. At Central,
teachers like Mr. Daly had you
turn in outlines or rough drafts,
(and) that really helped to get

.the paper done,” he said.
Teachers can't take a drastic
measure against someone who
procrastinates, commented
Sean.

Joan concluded, "Don't get
into the habit of
procrastinating; it affects your
grade.”

Students develop very
individual methods to complete
research papers. Each works
for the student who created it.
In general, Central students
feel that every research paper
they turn in is a great
accomplishment and a new
learning experience.

Engineering explored

MACESA aids minorities

Jennifer Andersen

James Harrington, math
teacher, is the head of Central
High School's 22-member
MACESA, the Mid-America
Consortium for Engineering and
Science Achievement.

"The main purpose is to try to
get minorities, including Black,
Hispanic, and American Indian
youth, interested in different
fields of engineering,” said Mr.
Harrington.

He added, "We hope that
MACESA will begin assisting
students in their college goals.

In addition to being a
minority, you also have to take
both a science and math
course, and have a minimum
2.5 GPA.

“They are required to take
these courses to keep their
interest in engineering,” said
Mr. Harrington.

Some activities MACESA
students participate in are
preparation for SAT and ACT

tests, projects, contests and
field trips. MACESA's $300
budget funds these activitities.

Engineering Symposium Day
in February at Kansas State
University and a visit 1o
University of Nebraska at
Lincoln are just some of the
planned field trips.

Cherrese Washington
junior, has been a member for
two years.

"l joined because | was
interested in engineering and
it's great experience for jobs’
she said.

Galen Anding, sophomore,
also finds interest In
engineering.

"I want to go into
engineering, and it{MACESA]
looks good on your record for
college and future jobs,” he
said.

"There are not many
minorities in the field of
engineering, and with this
program we are trying to
increase the number,” said Mr.
Harrington.
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Applications serve diverse purposes

Steve Likes

Number three in a series

After rummaging
through the barrage of
literature that has been sent to
you and reading all the the
different books, you've
narrowed your choices down fo
a select few, and you are ready
to apply for admission.

You pull out the
application that you either
received in the mail or
requested from the specific
college and prepare to dive
right in. You open to page one
and draw a blank on the first
question: your name.
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Jeff Howard

Ruth Gendler's 'The Book of Qualities’ is now available

~Don't despair; college
applications hardly signify the

“end of the universe, and they

are desighed for a purpose: to
provide a college with some
information about you.

Before you
even start,
brace yourself
for a little slice
of reality;
college
applications
cost money.

in bookstores. She graduated from Central in 1972.

=Y/

DOWNTOWN

FLOWER
101SOUTH17THST

345-2556

SITY WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE
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Wristlets, and Nosegays

SHOP

Before you even start,
brace yourself for a little slice
of reality; college applications
cost money. Sure, there are a
few schools that waive the fee,
but on the average, most
institutions charge about $25
just to decide whether or not
they want you. Ivy League
schools charge up to $50, and
even the University of
Nebraska requires that a $10

check accompany their
application. X
Various types of

applications exist out there,
each serving its own purpose.
UNL has its own form called the
"Red-y-ap” which sends you on
your way towards application to
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Rob Glasser

"Many students
wonder what will happen after
they graduate. Is there a job
out there that will make them
happy? Is there a jobout there
they can live with? Is there
anything out there?

One Central graduate,
J. Ruth Gendler, Class of '72,
has attained success with her
writing and also teaches
intuitive art classes.

Fame and recognition

The Book of Qualities,
a collection of short poems
based on Ms. Gendler's
insights of human emotional
characteristics, has earned an
amount of fame and recognition
that is quite astounding for a
volume of poetry in this day
and age.

She published the
book herself through Turquoise
Mountain Publishers and later
sold it to Harper and Row. The
book has now sold about thirty-
five thousand copies and is
being translated into German.
"I'm amazed and touched," said
Ms. Gendler.

Transformed into play

Recently, the book
was transformed into play
format and performed at the
Community Playhouse, by

Wishing you all
the happiest of

holiday seasons.

rrom DECA
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Marketing
Education;

UNL if you just sign your name

- by the "X.” Regardless of the

form, all applications require
the same information: your
name, your address, your
social security number, your
number of dependents in Cuba,
efc.

It is in their person
information section that college
applications begin to differ.
Some schools may want to
know your career plans.
Others may want to know why
you are choosing their school.
And still others may ask you to
list three adjectives that
describe you and why they do.
The personal information
merely provides the school with

Continued on page 13

Cenral grad excels in writing and art

creating some characters and
attributing to them the qualities
described in the volume.

Ms. Gendler had
always wanted the work to be
performed as a play, and she
was pleased with its final
outcome. It was "amazing to
watch it as a play,” Ms. Gendler
said, satisfied with both her
book and the play.

Why would anyone
want to write, especially when
writers are predominantly
underpaid for their work?

Ms. Gendler said she
writes because it "helps make
sense of life and world". Ms.
Gendler also said that writing
gives her companionship and
insight.

'Suctess like byproduct’

"Success is like a by
product, you write because you

. have to or want to,” she added.

Ms. Gendler has had the idea
of writing about peoples’
qualities since childhood.

She said that as a
child she wanted to be able to
ao to the store and buy

qualities. Her book makes that
possible. She hopes her book
will make people think about
people and what they are and
why they feel the way they do.

'l learned a lot at- Central’

Graduating from
Central in 1972, Ms. Gendler
spoke favorably of her high
school career. "l learned a lot
at Central; it was helpful.” Ms.
Gendler tooksome honors
classes including A.P. History
and English. "l always put lots
of work into, everything,” she
said.

After graduation Ms.
Gendler went on to Stanford
University in California to earn
Bachelors Degrees in both
English and Communications,
she received these in 1977.

Ms. Gendler is
currently residing in Berkeley,
California where she s
continuing her writing, teaching
a course on creativity to
educators and teaching
techniques of poetry to local
junior high school students.

= S

{_In briefs =

CHS Broadcast

The CHS Choirs,
directed by Mr. Robert
McMeen, will appear on
the fourth annual
Nebraska High School
Caroling Choirs series.
;The concert will air on
‘Monday, December 21,
at 9:00 a.m. and 8:00
p-m. The performance,
produced by the
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln Television, will
be broadcasted on the
Nebraska ETV Network.

College Information

Remember that
counselors are now
processing college
applications. Students
should check 1o make
sure all applications are
in order. The counselors
need at least 15 days to
complete applications.

. Registration material
for the ACT and SAT is
available in. the
counseling center. Most
colleges require one or
both of these tests for
admission.

Close-Up
Scholarship

Laura Greenlee,
sophomore, received
the Enron-Student
Council scholarship for
the Close-Up trip to
Washington, D.C. The
trip to Washington, D. C.
will be next spring.

Financial Aid

Financial Aid Forms
are currently available in
the counseling center.
Students may send
them out anytime after
January 1, 1988.

Roman Banquet

JCL sponsored the
All-City Romanr Banquet
in Central's courtyard on

Wednesday, December
2. Ten other Omaha
schools attended.
Greek Islands catered
the dinner. The guest
speaker was Dr.
Katherine Thomas
whosen presentation
detailed "What the
Romans Looked Like.”

2318 S. BATH AVE.
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Strange

"0.K. you snobs, the picnic's over.” y _
- G.B. Trudeau, from a Doonesbury comic strip
fictionally quoting Spiro Agnew X

Perhaps nobody should be taking this
thought more seriously than the white people of
South Africa. In my own humble opinion, their
beloved Apartheid is long over-due for a complete
collapse, and their neo-fascist government,
including that treacherous brain-damaged old
vulture President Botha, are, shall we say,
definitely locking their doors at night.

But who's to say? Certainly not the South
African police or the government. Things are
awfully nice for them these days - direct control, in
a marshall sort of way, over a staggeringly large
mass of black people, a moderate economy, and
the inalienable right to free speech and democracy.
. .but they do have to be feeling a little uneasy
seeing their neighbors grabbed by angry black
vigilante mobs and burnt to a crisp under a molten
mass of burning tire-rubber and gasoline. These
sort of things tend to make long-lasting, very nasty
impressions.

For centuries now, Apartheid has worked
out nicely for the whites, but it seems to be giving
way lately to chaos. Black townships are getting so
utterly disgusting that even the term "rural slum,” an
affectionate term used by the whites to describe
“those places,” is fast becoming a glorification, and

dash

towards

Where the
buffalo -
roam. . .

with Chris Vachaudez

violence is becoming all too common. Why?
Because The Old System is getting too old.

Any gathering of blacks warrants
immediate "dispersal” by The Law."'D|spersaI"
includes any number of vicious riot- control
methods, such as gunning down crowds of
helpless, unarmed blacks, multiple arrests (which is
par for the course on even a normal, non-riot day),
and brutal chain-whippings - a favorite of t_he
National Guard who will gyrate into a frenzy, letting
locse on "The Black Animal.”

Meanwhile, the latter-day Hitlers with The

Orders just shrug and return to their daily
sunbathing or to a game of shuffleboard with an old
friend - an old white friend, of course. And the pro-
government whites - the brain-trust of the society, if

a revolution?

you will - continue on their merry, however ignorant
way. Great. ~d
But they'll get a return on their investment,
sooner or later. And | wouldn't mind going down
there to watch, first hand, when the Stomping finally
does go down, but the Register won' spring for the
air-fare and deluxe hotel accommodations. So all |
can do, at this point, is comment, in a broad sort of
way, on the whole superiority trip/mass revolution
from afar. Come to think of it, this approach will
probably work out better in the long run, anyway. . .
Taking this into consideration, perhaps | can
make some vague suggestions for a better plan. |
think they should just make South Africa into an all-
white, all-nazi slime-strip of casinos, hotels,
parking garages, and used Porche dealerships on a

hundred-mile long stretch of beachfront property -
and leave the rest to the blacks, who should be
there in the first place. Or maybe just give every
man, woman and child - white and black - a high-

- powered shark speargun and watch with

amusement as The Justice is served.

But that's just an idea. The real revolution,
which will eventually come down, will be far more
violent, I'm sure. And in the end the people will get
what's coming to them - for good or ill. So for now all
we can and should do is sit back in our reclining
chairs, relax and take bets on what percentage of
the South African whites will actually be
slaughtered.

Kids send letters to Kris Kringle

Students play Santa

Joél McCulloh

It's that time of year
when the post office gets more
letters than one might imagine,
and, at the Omaha branch,
approximately 1,000 of those
letters are addressed to the big
man at the North Pole. Yep,
that's right, Santa Claus himself.

Imagine all those sweet
little kids who write faithfully to
the Jolly Red Man and they never
receive letters. Well, no longer.
All the little children will have their
hearts warmed with personal
letters from the Claus.

Central High School
creative writing students, under
the direction of Mr. T.M. Gaherty,
Journalism and Creative Writing
teacher, are involved in a
program in which students in
various O.P.S. schools
personally answer the Santa
letters themselves.

Dr. Salerno, O.P.S.
Coordinator of English explained.
"The original plan began with the
U.S. Postal Service," he said.
"Now over 600 letters are
answered by students in six
Omaha high schools.”

The mind behind the

whole idea is Ms. Elizabeth Nash,
U.S. Postal service employee.
"When | first came to work here, |
was told that the Santa letters
were my responsibility.”

According to Ms. Nash,
they originally used form letters
to answer the Santa letters. The
form letters, she said, were
mimio-graphed responses on
"pink paper with a picture of
Santa.” )

Mrs. Nash felt
the community
needed to
become
involved and
things were
turned over to
the schools

Ms. Nash said, "l asked
myself, ‘How do the kids feel?' "
Ms. Nash felt the * community
needed to become involved and
things were turned over to the
schools.

Now Mrs. Nash has
moved to another department and
Mr. Francis Richter is in charge

of the Santa letters. "I'm proud to
be a part of it,” he said.

Mr. Gaherty has been
involving his creative writing
students in the project for three
years, and he feels that it
"provides the students with a real
problem.”

He explained, "sticky
situations come up with the

children, such as a child asking
for a whole list of things.” When

the students finished their
letters, some shared them with
the other students.

How do the students feel '
about this whole idea? Senior Don
Shennum "really enjoyed it. One
letter was from a girl in the
hospital, and it was very hard to
write a response.”

Central graduate Joe
Fogarty answered letters in
creative writing last year. "It was
very nice,” Joe commented. "|
got to spout off a lot of idealistic
ideas like 'be good.™

So when your little
brother or sister receives a
personal note from Santa; don't
be surprised. In fact, it could be
from the guy who sits next to you
in study hall.

[&ff.Howard

Ann Kay _ :
~ The holiday season

traditions.

This year, many
Central High School students
are celebrating Christmas in
America for the first time. Even
more students have brought
over holiday traditions from
their native countries,

Aradhana (Dolly)

United

involves many  different

Firoz, senior, has been in the P

Holiday traditions include food, f

the traditional-dinner. Most of
the desserts her family makes
are recipes from India. =

"My mother starts
preparing for the holidays
about four weeks ahead
because of all the food.
Before, when we lived in
Florida, all my relatives came
over for every holiday, and we
cooked all Indian food," she
said. "Now, we've adapted to
the American traditions.”
__ Simone Wehbe,
sophomore, celebrates the
holida h her Lebanese

 then have abig lunch.”

. season in various ways, the joy
~ 2ccording to mos

morning we npﬂn:prééﬁﬂts ﬂﬁ.ﬁ:;

~_ Simone's family
places a traditional Lebanese
"star” on top of the tree every
year. "It's really an angel, but
we call it the star,” she said.
~ The Whebe family
spends the day together
taking, and, on occasion, they
visit the graves of their
ancestors to pay their
respects. naa
. Although  many
students celebrate the holiday
of the holiday season,
. Central

Earmony Howard has visions of Santa dancing in
er

Christmas season.

head as she writes her requests for this

To: Members of
the Breakfast Club

Thanks for
helping make it a
great year of
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|t's beginning to sound a lot

mpadity
mau
mau

¥ with Rob Glasser
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Thump, thump, thump... this is the sound
of a broken toe, or at least the sound one would
perceive a broken toe would make. The toe is big,
purple and mean ( I've been calling him Eagle
Scout) and he is very angry. Why is he angry you
ask? He is angry because | am taking him
shopping, and he finds this agitating.

One should keep wounded digits clear of
the chaotic mall areas, especially during the holiday
season, for -the frantic shoppers that dwell inside
this free enterprise den of panic and frenzy are in a
total state of anarchy. These aggravated patrons
are extremely contemptuous towards wounded
people slowing down their insane dashes for the
checkout lanes. Therefore, they don't take many
precautions to avoid contact with the injured.

Thump, thump, thump...as already stated,
it is the perceived sound of a broken toe. This small
parade of noise must be combined with the verbal
expressions used by people in extreme pain (since
there are sensitive ears, or should | say eyes, that
may come in contact with this column | will use
i@#$ for my profanity).

Thump, |@#$, thump, !|@#$, thump,

i@#$...that is the sound of me walking in the mall
with my broken toe. It is necessary to expand on
this turther, for where there are mass quantities of
bipeds there are twice the number of peds. It is
inevitable that one of those peds will place itself
squarely, most painfully, upon my swollen toe.
Thus | must add the utterance EEYOW to
punctuate my string of verble garble.

Thump, |@#$, thump, EEYOW, thump,

.l@#$, EEYOW. You might find this strange, but

multitudes of shoppers are watching me with
eyebrows raised as if to say, "How odd?" | am pot
amused.

A word of advice, never take your broken
toe shopping, especially if you shop with a person
who has no will power. This is the person who can't
say "No" to a sale.

- 1, the walking wounded, am walking on a
wound and am heavily laden with enough packages
to buckle a pack mule's knees. Imagine me (Close
your eyes and imagine. That makes it tough to read
this, ~doesn't it?) walking hunched over like
Quasimodo and limping like Captain Ahab. Where is
the white whale | want to harpoon?

EEEEEYOWWW!! A nine foot three inch, four
hundred and seventy-five pound nurse is grinding
her heel into my toe, laughing the evil laugh. Bwoo
ah ah ah ahhhh. |pulled a three-year-old chunk of
Christmas peanut brittle from my pocket, waved it
under her nose, and then threw it over her shoulder,
nearly having my hand snapped off. Now it went
like this: Thump, !@#$, thump, EEYOW, thump,
Bwoo ah ah ah ahhh, thump and was incredible to
hear. When the beast had removed herself from my
toe, | collapsed to the sticky mall floor “in

like

Christmas

excruciating pain.

This was a situation | had not foreseen.
The mall floor was so covered with holiday candy,
cookies, ice cream, soda pop and other disgusting

remnants of sugar coated bits that | had become
the floor's captive. It was like a maximum strength
sheet of fly paper, and | was fused to it. There was
no escape; | would be trampled to death, and no elf,
no reindeer, no Santa , no anything could save me
from this hideous fate. "What a disgraceful way to
die,” | thought to myself, "glued to the bottom floor
of a shopping mall, left for dead by my
companions.” This situation created a very special
and unique noise, it was of me trying to escape the
ooze on the floor as it continually sucked me back
down. It went like this, ( inhale when you make this
sound) fffffft, fifffft, fffffft.

So there | was lying helpless and
squirming around in the glucose-based mire vainly.
My toe has reached a new level of pain, one never
before reached by a single digit, and | have become
unbelievably perturbed and significantly terrified. It
‘was hopeless, it was futile, it was to be my final
resting place, and | was scared. Thump, |@#$,
thump, EEYOW, thump, Bwoo ah ah ah ahhh,
thump, HELP!, thump, fffftft fifffft fftfft...this is
the sound of me screaming for help with a perceived
toe ache, it being stepped on, the fat lady's wicked
laugh, and being stuck to the floor of a shopping
mall.

Editors' note: We found our verbose
columnist, Rob Glasser, in the exact situation he
described. We have placed him in an intensive care
unit at St. Joseph's hospital where he is recovering
nicely. Let's wish him the best of luck and a speedy
recovery.

Dancing

Emily Rasmuss

Not a pas de deux ,
but a pas de trois ;jthree Central
students are in the most elite
class at the Omaha Ballet
Company. ;

Junior  Monica
McSwain and sophomores
Rachel Vickery and Elena
Fasan attend two and a half-
hour classes every day after
school and a three and a half-
hour class on Saturdays.
During school holidays, the
girls dance with the company
members from nine to five.
~ Rachel, Elena, and
Monica have the opportunity to
perform with the company
members in some company
productions. The girls are

Need
- Someone
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takes

currently working on_"The
Nutcraker,” a seasonal classic
that the company performs
eight times in Omaha and
twelve times out of town.
Rehearsals and
performances tend interfere
with school activities and
homework, according to
Monica. "l really wanted to be in
cheerleading, but dancing
conflicted with that, * she said.
Rachel feels her
scheddle . createsr some.
problems concerning’
friendships. "Sometimes I'm
too tired to go out on the
weekends, especially during
‘The Nutcracker,”™ said Rachel.
"Sometimes | feel like | have
really close school friends;
other times | don't." Monica
does not believe ballet is
detrimental ® her social life. " |
make a lot of friends at the
studio; so that really helps,”
she said.
. Rachel started with the
Omaha Ballet three years ago
when her father became
Artistic Director and her mother
Associate Director.

time, dedi

program instead of school for
next year so she can dance
with the company full-time as a
paid, second-year apprentice.
She plans to attend
summer classes at the School
of American Ballet in New York
City

Elena began lessons
at the Omaha Ballet when she
was eight or nine. She wants to
do something with her dance
experience after high school
and may hold off on college to
dance in Omaha for a while.

This summer, Monica
has a scholarship to attend
Dance Theater of Harlem where
she will study not only ballet,
but also ethnic and modern
dance. Monica's goal is to be a
performer. She is interested in
acting and singing as well as in

dancing. She plans to attend § *
college and look for a career in B,
New York. o
In spite of the —
calluses, exhaustion and =

hectic schedules, Monica,
Elena and Rachel plan to
devote more time and energy to
dance.

hel ideri '
w s Adoptee
Will youbeamong  |_Amy Buckingham
the students who score Flow does i feel 1o be torn

250 more points
on the /
You might be. Many students

STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER, ITD

The Center Mall CALL 345-3595

from your homeland at age six
and thrown into a new culture
with new people and a language
_that you do not understand?
Jodi Worden knows. The

who have taken our prep course | Central High School junior is
have increased their scores 150, | just one of the thousands of
200, even 250 points. Call. Korean children brought to the
Another 250 points canmakea | United States to be adopted.

big difference. She is now working to help

prepare the future parents of
these children to deal with the
many problems that may occur.

. For the past six years, Jodi
has volunteered her time to six

s : adoption agencies in
The worlds leading Nebrgska. lowa and Oregon to
test prep organization. answer the many questions of  ‘are
couples wishing to adopt.
Prep Sessions for March 19th SAT " like to help the parents try
begin Dec 20th to understand that these kids
bopi Jafin come from a different society

and Rachel

-Junior Monica McSwain and Sophomores Elena Fasan
Vickery practice at the

cation, practice

Omaha Ballet

studio for the 1987 performance of "The Nutcracker."

serves

and culture. Sooner or later
those kids are going to want to
know about their heritage, and

the parents need to know how

to deal with it."
She added, "The parents
. appreciate going into a
situation like that knowing
something rather than knowing
nothing.”

Jodi first got started
participating on the panels
through her mother's adoption
agency here in Omaha called
KESIL (Kids Each Served in
Love).

Diane Baumgartner,
Administrative Director at
KESIL, feels that these panels
(or pre-adoption workshops)

an “important part of
preparing parents to accept
adopted children into their
families.”

"Adopting a child from a
foreign country expands our

on

panels

family tree all over the world,”
Ms. Baumgartner said. -

"If a family helps their child

to have great pride in
themselves and in their
culture,” said Ms.

Baumgartner, "then that child
will be able to roll with the
punches of the prejudices that
they will come into contact
with.”

Jodi now has a great
curiosity about her homeland
and hopes to go back there
someday. She relays all of this
information openly to adoptive
parents so that they will know
that her culture and her past
are important to her.

"1 think if anything | hope
that | am an encouragement to
parents wishing to adopt,” said
Jodi, " that they have a better
understanding of what it is like
to be adopted.”

r s
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Where have all th

Modern toys
controversial

Rob Glasser

Toys, objects of
childhood, the love and dreams
of millions of children, the
material objects that only the
innocent could adore with such
ardor.

It is amazing that the
colorful metal and plastic
objects can occupy such a
significant space in the hearts
of both young and old.

What exactly do they
represent? The answer to that
is as obvious as an M/X missile
in your back pocket,...fantasy.

Technology has
metamorphosized the toy
industry, and big business has
changed the creative aspects
of toyland fantasy. Children
have the capacity to turn a
lump of mushy oatmeal into
"Super Slimo masked marauder
of open space™ or a shoe box
into lavish tropical forest.

"All toys are
taken from
cartoons or
visa versa.
They are a big
money-making
sham."

But now imagination
has become the responsibility
of the manufacturer and the
syndicated cartoonist.

"All toys are taken
from cartoons or vice versa.
They are a big money-making
sham with 300 figures to a
particular group,” said senior
Mike Charlesworth, whose
favorite toys were the giant
Tonka trucks.

Mike went on to add
that toys are much more
realistic now and a lot of fun.

At times imagination
for a child and his modern toys
consists of mixing differently
scaled matchbox cars together
or introducing He-Man to the
Thundercats. Of course, this
is not always true.

The new and highly
competitive toy industry has
advantages such as variety
and lower prices for more
advanced electronic toys.

Junior Perry Fox,
whose favorite toy was his
Green Machine, said that he
would love to be young again
so he could play with the toys
that kids have now.

This is
understandable, for the toys of
today are extremely interesting
and sometimes, as in the case
of those shape-changing
Transformers, quite puzzling.

Do the modern icons
of fantasy neglect such things
as creativity, imagination or
physical exercise?

Y
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Senior Lisa Macafee,
whose favorite toy was her
Raggedy Ann doll said that the T
toys "may not do as much” for
creativity, imagination or
physical exercise, but added
that the toys are better as far ,
as quality goes because they
are so advanced.
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"Old toys : - $ !

promoted more ! m\ 4 % /,;/':; fé&
imagination 2\ é"
and creativity ZN 2

than the new
ones do."”

Senior Drew Weiss,
who sincerely loved his Tonka
trash truck, said that toys are
"too technical. Less
imagination is needed to make
them enjoyable.” Many Central
students also view modern
toys as not requiring as much
participation from the child.

Junior Debbie Dubes,
who loved her Inch Worm riding
toy, believes that "old toys
promoted more imagination and
creativity than the new ones
do.”

Modern toys may be
controversial for their
technological advances, but a
new breed of toys avoids this
controversy. These are the
"educational” toys. Toys exist
that teach toddlers to write,
spell, count, draw and talk.

Built to resemble
computers or built as
computers themselves, these
toys have become extremely
popular with the parents and
guardians of many a tot.

Many people believe
the new toys are more violent
or promote more violence.
Citizen groups are trying to
place restrictions qnh toy gun-

making such as identifyin oo s‘ud‘?“s p ne\oP. p\ing3 \in9
marks or other characteriZticg _ﬁ\ng “a::.; ha"ed ?\:\atﬁs““g S‘awsme;“ ine ;\a ;nd Ptd\‘ggt
:_r:‘at woluH make them look less whie 0?;5{\\;9 an ped! 'f;' o o \he‘::d oot i
ike real guns. ) 4S. WO 3

This is a logical g 80" 10088 ‘vt MO o 1@
response to the increase of Fa\l""“' : Latrichs ot @ sy © a10,
accidents such as a police nan avorite "Mes N
officer accidentally shooting S\eP’ s \ \

19\
dead a youth that was playing i 8o

with a Lazer Tag pistol.

[Toys] haven't
changed.
There has

always been
G.l. Joe,

cowboys and
cops and
robbers
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Ms. Vicky Deniston,
Central student teacher whose
favorite toy was a jungle gym,
said, "They haven't changed.
There has always been G.I.
Joe, cowboys, and cops and
robbers.” '



























