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win 12 Gold Key awards

Da(\:nd Palnsing senior, and Doug Warden,
entral art students won 12 ;ynjor, all won “Gold Key"

‘Gold Key" awards, the highest awards. In addition Bill
award at the state level, and 17 Guyilfoyle's portfolio was selected
Honorable Mentions in the t5 go to New York for further
Scholastic Art Awards. Mr. Larry competition, and Lia Brooks
f\ndrews, art instructor, said, wpn the Standard Blue Award.
We were real pleased with There isthe possibility that some
Scholastics, of course. of the works will go on to New
'I:he competition is gponsored York after the exhibition at the program. He also emphasized
j nationally by SChO]aSt'c. Inc.and College of Saint Mary from that the works that won were not
locally by College of Saint Mary. February 14 to March 5. These all at the Studio level (the
Each art teacher is allowed to yorks are considered “blue rib-  highest level), but rather from all
submit 35 works. According to bon™ works. levels of art, from Art | and up.
Mr. A"dLe“'s' the:jart teachers do Scholarship “It is a good cross-section of the
?&t \;m‘t towards the'fﬁ‘\wela]rds_.‘ Bill was “thrilled” to have his whole department.”
% a?l boar;eg:frf'z;:sssp\ig'r:? h{.rslt portfolio selected out of the 19 Honorable Mentions
£ Marqaret Qui g ol i submitted to go to New York. Central also received 17
: garet Quinn, art teacher, mr Andrews feelsthat Billhasa Honorable Mentions. Mr. An-
went on to say that they, "de- g6 possibility” of a scholar-  drews said that Honorable Men-
emphasize the competition,” but - ghi5 to the School of the Art In-  tions are still exhibited and “still

College of St. Mary contest

Art students

structor, said, "It is wonderful to
see the students excel.”

The success is largely due to
a larger art department, and the
addition of another full-time art
teacher, according to Mr. An-
drews. Mr. Andrews felt that the
future looks good, especially if
the good students stay in the

before the competition they en-
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work, push it further.”
Full year’s work

courage the students to “refine

Works were submitted bet-
. ween January 12, 1987, and
January 19, 1987. This gives the
~ teachers the opportunity to use
. second semester of the last year
w and first semester of the present

stitute of Chicago, the school
Bill would like to attend. Mr. An-
drews said that he does not have
to be a national winner because
just being selected provides him
with some publicity. Bill's port-
folio will have the names of the
schools he is interested in on its
cover. After art school he would
like to become an art instructor

very worthy...they are carefully
selected.” The following
students received Honorable
Mentions at Scholastics: Elise
Boyd, senior, Lia Brooks, junior,
Tina Foxhoven, sophomore, Bill
Guillfoyle (2), senior, Carol Han-
son, junior, Dean Jumerson,
senior, Karin McCoy,
sophomore, Joel McCullogh,

junior, Amy Meyers, junior,
James Prestito (5), graduated,
Sheri Tuma, senior, and Doug
Warden, junior.

The works will be on display
from February 14 to March 5, at
the College of Saint Mary,
Hillmer Gallery.

. year, according to Mr. Andrews. at the college level.
Lia Brooks,junior, Cassandra  m;. Anrdrews said that the
: Corbin, senior, Gretchen Gemar ,yards are, “not pushed for.
: (lh]'“}- soPhomore, Bill They are a part of everyday ex-
¢ Guilfoyle, senior, Scott Jensen, cejlence.” He also said that the
senior, Monica Jones, senior awards are a reflection of the
Lisa Macafee, junior, James yery talented students at Central.
Prestito, graduated, John Riley,  Mrs. Margaret Quinn, art in-

Tess.Fogaily. ..

Lia Brooks, junior, works on a new painting in art class. Lia was
one of ten Central students who won Gold Key awards.

KRCK returns

Kris Deffenbacher

‘ His friends used to
Joke about the
neighborhood broad-
Casts that he made with
his small radio transmit-
ler three years ago. But
Paul Kriegler, a Central
graduate of 1986, now
Manages his own up-
and-coming radio station
that is making itself heard

in the Omaha area.

h)lffh;CK. the station that Paul
) nded, really got its start when
.o moved up to a 10-watt
h'f”'-‘nmllter. He was then able to
Proadcast to an increased au-
dience at the 95.3 FM frequen-

%ad Show opens
tonight and runs
through Sunday.

cy. The funds for starting the sta-
tion came from his own pocket,
from odd jobs and savings, Paul
said. The equipment and
transmitter are located in his
home; his studio is in his
basement.

Paul received the experience
necessary in running his own sta-
tion through time spent in radio
broadcasting at the career
center, at KVNO, at KMAV (the
student run station at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha), and
through the wiring of his own
equipment. “I've done every job
imaginable that’s involved with
radio,” Paul said.

lllegal broadcasts

At this point, the broadcasts
that Paul was making were il-
legal. KRCK was a “pirate sta-
tion," it didn't have the required
Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) license for radio-
broadcasting. This, however, did
not stop the station at the time.
“It was always an excitement,”
Paul said in reference to the il-
legality of the broadcasts. "It was
unethical, fun and adventurous.”

After a news story about the
station aired on WOWT, channel
6, Paul changed the call letters
of the station and moved the fre-
quency to 107.9 FM. Few
listeners knew of this change
and did not follow the station
down the dial. Because they lost
listeners with this move, they
soon changed back to the old
call letters and frequency. Within
a few days the old listeners were
rediscovering the station, he
said, and through word of mouth
the station began to gather quite
a following.

A peak

The station was "pretty much
a solo career” for Paul until
August of this past year, when he
began to hire DJ's. The station
had “hit a peak,” according to
Paul. The station took on many
of its DJ's at this point.

Then, on November 14, 1986,
the FCC came to Paul's home
and told him to “knock it off.”
“We got off easy,” Paul said. “We
could have been fined 750
dollars, but we weren't.” The sta-
tion had to quit broadcasting

as an alternative station on cable

because it didn’'t have a license
for radio broadcasting. The FCC
does not charge for a license, but
there are not any available in the
Omaha area right now. In March
of 1988 the FCC will be taking
applications for the last license
for a radio station that it will ever
be offering in this area, accor-
ding to Paul.

Paul said that he will be trying
to obtain that license in 1988.
But in the meantime, he came
up with a way for KRCK to recon-
tinue its broadcasts. Cox Cable
of Omaha has a service through
which a cable hook-up can be
made to a stereo within the
home at the subscriber's cost of
15 dollars for the hook-up and
$3 per month. At a cost to the
station of 500 dollars per month,
KRCK is now available through
this cable service.

Benefit concerts

The station obtained the
money for starting out on this
service through a pair of benefit
concerts that were held during
the late fall of the past year.
Several bands volunteered their

time to play at these concerts
that were held in the A.V. Soren-
son Library’s gym. Enough
money was raised to get the sta-
tion back on its feet and into the
cable service. "We owe the
bands a lot,” Paul said. "Without
them we would still be nowhere."
Central senior
One of the station's newest ad-
dition's is Central senior Mat-
thew Flick. Matthew is currently
enrolled in the career center's
radio broadcasting class. He got
the job of DJ'ing on Friday after-
noons a month ago after contac-
ting Paul on the suggestion of
his radio broadcasting teacher.
Matthew said that he used to
listen to KRCK when it was il-
legal and that he liked it because
it was an "“alternative station.”
Continued on p. 9
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he price, the pain,
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Viewpoints

How do you think the recent Iran arms
deal has affected the public’s opinion of
President Reagan?

Rich Norville-Senior

I think it's made it seem as if
he isn’t aware of a lot of things
that go on in Congress. It makes
him look like he doesn’t have
much control over what's
happening.

Andy Carlson-Junior

Most people say he made a
mistake, but if you look at it in
depth he didn't. He's getting
closer to the Iranian moderates
so that when Khomeni is out the
U.S. will be favored over the
Soviet Union.

Freddie Williams-Senior

I think it gives the public a bad
image of him because he did it
secretly. He didn't trust the peo-
ple, he didn’t trust what we were
thinking.

Jenny Shaeffer-Sophomore

I think the public doesn't
respect the president as much as
they used to. He's shown many
mistakes in judgment, and he's
shown that he doesn't really
know everything that goes on in
his administration.

George Taylor-Security

After listening to the State of
the Union address and the
democratic reply, he still didn't
admit that he was wrong and
that is a mistake on his part.
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Actions reflect on school

At 2:45, when tenth hour is
over and Central slowly begins

‘to empty out, where do all the

students go? According to Brian
Hegarty, a security guard at
Parkfair Mall, too many students
decide to gather at the Parkfair.
These students have been pack-
ing the tables in-the Parkfair’s
restaurant section. This creates
numerous problems for the
Parkfair merchants  and
customers as well as portrays a
false image of Central as a
school of immature
troublemakers.

Hegarty, Central class of ‘85,
said that a large part of the pro-
blem is loitering. He said that the
large number of non-paying
teenagers has prompted com-
plaints from many of the Parkfair
tenants. As a result, the securi-
ty guards have adopted the prac-
tice of kicking out students who
just “hang around.” Hopefully,
this policy will decrease the
number of students who are just
looking for a place to sit around
and talk.

Shoplifting

Another problem that has pro-
mpted increased security is that
of shoplifting. Hegarty said that
when large groups of students
gather at the Parkfair, thefts in-
crease substantially. This pro-
blem has given many downtown
business people the idea that

Central students in general
shoplift. However untrue this im-
age may be, the students that
they have the most contact with
are those that hang around
downtown. And if these students
choose to act immaturely, then
that is the image they protray of
their school.:

Dr. G. E. Moller, Central prin-
cipal, said that he has received
complaints from the Parkfair
regarding noise, shoplifting, and
loitering. But, he said, “There is
nothing | can do. When Kkids
leave school, they become
citizens, not Central students.”
Still, even when away from
school, Central students con-
tinue to be identified with the
school, especially downtown.

Hegarty agrees. He said that
many adult customers approach
him and comment on “those
damn Central students.” The
negative publicity makes Central
look terrible. People who see
noisy groups of students at the
Parkfair naturally connect them
with Central, even if only
because of Central's proximity.

Degrade Central

These problems not only
degrade the image of Central,
but they also affect students in
a more direct capacity. Parkfair
security has already begun to ex-
pel loitering students and may
take more drastic measures.

Hegarty said that if the situation
is not resolved, more students
may be expelled than are allow-
ed to stay. And overly boisterous
students will be identified and, if
their actions require legal action
in any form, warrants for arres|
will be issued. "If it comestoit,
we might just have to ban all
students from the mall," said
Hegarty.

Such actions will strongly af
fect all students who wish to
spend a little time at the Parkfai
after school. The issue is no
longer isolated to those few who
draw the complaints. Centrdl
students are being unfairly
branded bydowntown businesses
as obnoxious fools, when in fact
a large majority are just the op
posite. And privileges taken
from the small number of im
mature students are also strip
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Melba’s inspiration

Speaking §
in

Tongues
Joe Fogarty

! heard, through well informed sources, that
¢ certain malcontents in seafood society plan
¥ to overthrow the human race!

. Melba(Stops and peers cautiously
toward the dank alley, obviously

foreshadowing eminent strangeness.):

Hello? Who's there?

SVFA: Step into the alley so's | can see
you. That's better. Now don’t you know
who | am?

Melba: I still can’t see you, but that
voice, it sounds so much like... MY DEAD
UNCLE RAOUL! (pronounced Rah-ool)

Raoul: Hey, that's my boy! I'm right
down here, next to the dumpster.

Melba: I still can't see... wait a minute!
Uncle Raoul? You're a... you're a...

. Raoul: A clam? Go ahead and say it!
Imfa clam! But a very important clam, |
am! :

Melba: Wow! That's awful nifty! But
Uncle Raoul, there are so many questions
Ihave to ask you! Why are you here? Why
aren't you dead? Why are you a clam? |
thought you were eaten by a mob of rabid
hamsters that escaped from a top secret
government laboratory!

Raoul: | was getting to that. First of all,
| was not eaten by the hamsters... or rather,
not entirely. One of the little buggers sav-
ed part of my left eyebrow for a toupe.
When the government guys rounded them
up. they noticed it because my eyebrow
made a very ill-fitting hamster toupe. In-
stead of appearing to be an inconspicuous-
ly well-groomed rodent, he looked very
much like Burt Reynolds.

Talking seafood

Melba: So, the scientists tried to clone
you from your eyebrow but a careless lab
assistant accidentaly dribbled clam
chowder into the petri dish and didn't tell
anyone until it was too late and now
youre... you're talking seafood!

Raoul: Amazing! How did you know?

Melba: Oh, | read it in “The Amazing
llustrated Adventures of Excellent Man
éﬂut; !'_lis Faithful sidekick Wiggly Blond

Raoul: Now you know, some things are

Sister has cancer

Opinion——3

King’s dream not

just too strange to be fiction.

Melba: You're telling me! So, what are
you here for anyway?

Raoul: Oh, yeah! | nearly forgot. | have

Melba: You mean...

Raoul: Yes... Aquatic Politics! Lobsters
with very potent and unsightly weapons will
patrol the streets! Oysters will scream out
rousing anti-human slogans! And tuna,
jellyfish, urchins, and millions species of |

A

Closer
Look

Kris Deffe_nbacher

algae will slowly, laboriously give up their
watery domain, sprout legs and other ex-
tremities and usurp the throne of the ter-
restrial world!

Melba: So where do | fit into this?

Raoul: You, Melba, are the one human
who can stem this tide! You see, the
cultural differences involved in such a
revolution are quite incredible. Your sim-
ple human culture—as compared to the
highly sophisticated marine culture—
presents an easy mark for the revolu-
tionists. They only have to push once in the
right place and your entire society will
crumble around you like... like...

Melba: Soggy Oreos?

Raoul: Soggy Oreos! And you have
been chosen to lead a subtle counter-attack
in the form of a very conceptual perrfor-
mance art group! Your group will write
poems that toughen the soul and put on
complex visual productions that involve
music, acting, interperative dancing, and
food!

Melba (Quite confused): | really don't
understand what you're getting at.

Raoul (Disgusted): Look, all you have |

to do is get some really creative people
together and have them create anything
they've ever felt like creating—like music
or poetry or dance or basjcally anything
non-conventional creative-wise—and force
poeople to pay attention to you as you
show them what you've done! You will build
up human culture to a point where very few
things will make any sense and therefore
your society will APPEAR to be complex.
After all, what is tomplexity other than
general confusion?

Melba: So you're saying that if I put
together this group and we get a lot of peo-
ple interested and then confuse them to a
point of blithering, drooling madness, we’ll
be safe? No problem.

Raoul: Ah, Melba, you're such a
mensch (look it up in a yiddish dictionary).
| knew you would save humanity for an old

ex-human.

During the past month America
celebrated the life and works of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Those that were alive dur-
ing his crusade remembered, while the
schools presented his dream to a new
generation. But it was during one of these
class-room remembrances that | began to
feel guilty for the pats on the back that we
seemed to be giving ourselves for fulfilling
his dreams.

Society has progressed to the point
where King's dream of a nation where
children of all colors could sit peacefully
in the same classroom is now manifest in
the classrooms of Central High. Kids from
all backgrounds come from all over the ci-
ty to attend classes in the now relatively
peaceful halls of Central. And while we can
congragulate ourselves for the lack of
racial conflict within these walls, it is
necessary not to forget the needed progres-

sion of his dream.

Detrimental prejudices

While Central no longer has the racial
fights that plagued the school during the
late 60's, we cannot be content with the fact
that we've come this far — the dream is by
no means complete. Personal racial pre-
judices that are detrimental to the fulfill-
ment of King's dream yet exist, and those
within this building are not completely im-
mune to the disease.

These personal prejudices no longer
explode into the conflicts that were visible
in the sixties, but there are a few who per-
sist in their under-currents of hate based
on ignorant stereotypes. These prejudices
are no longer loudly voiced because the
majority of the public is against such a
“thing of the past” as racism. But when
those that yet harbor feelings of hatred
towards a particular race feel that they are
surrounded by others who might share
their views, they often let these feelings
show.

Silent endorsement
Everyone has encountered people who

complete

let the racial jokes and even slurring com-
ments slide when they are surrounded by
people whom they don’t think will care.
These passing comments often slide by un-
checked. | myself am guilty of having simp-
ly ignored the racial jokes and comments
made by others. This silence in itself is an
endorsement of such prejudices. If the per-
sonal prejudices of others are going to be
checked and changed, it is going to have
to be by verbal support of one’s belief in
the equality of King's dream.

The boasts I've always
made to my friends from
other schools of Central
being completely free of
the racial conflicts of other
schools were suddenly
empty.

There are certain cultural differences
between races that exist as an extension of
our heritage. It is not these differences that
need to be destroyed, it is the acceptance
of these differences that needs to be affirm-
ed once and for all.

Empty boasts

I recently attended a Central party in
which | finally discovered what it really
feels like to be an obvious minority. When
my friends and | walked in, we were the on-
ly white people in the entire room. This fact
doesn’t bother me in the slightest; what
bothered me was that we were being stared
at and laughed at by a few because of the
way we danced. The feeling of being the ob-
jects of the jokes and comments was more
than we could bear, and we soon left, com-
pletely segregating the party. The boasts
I've always made to my friends from other
schools of Central being completely free of
the racial conflicts of other schools were
suddenly empty.

Central has come a long way from the
violent confrontations of the late sixties.
We harbor a great variety of people in a
relatively peaceful environment. But while
we pat ourselves on the back for how far
we've come, we can't forget that the dream
of Martin Luther King, Jr. has not been
completely fulfilled, not even in our own
fives within these walls. As we celebrate
how far we have come, we can't forget that
we must still go forward.

Closeness to death brings new outlook

idealism has been tamed, and an

STAFF COLUMN

_ Tracy Edgerton

to’;akmg Iift_e for granted is easy
. o, €specially when you are a
€nager, with virtually no pro-
r?:jns beyond what to wear next
u:_‘mr‘i);lmght or how to get out of
our study hall tomorrow.
", not:ourse: most of our lives
e that simple and problems
acsrlse, bu_t we usually bounce
i, keeping our idealistic
0ok intact and our naivete in
Place,
Harsh joke
Sometimes, though, life plays

N unusually harsh joke on us

before we are mentally prepared.
One solitary event can drastical-
ly alter our beliefs, our thinking,
our lives. Everything changes.

My sister has cancer. Her per-
sonal torment and anguish has
left me in a state of confusion,
with various emotions taking the
place of the calm normality of
everyday life. “Nol! How can this
happen?! It's not fairl WHY??
She just can't have cancer.
That's for old people. She's not
sick.”

Period of disbelief

The months following this in-
credible realization are hazy. The
radiation treatments, the
chimotherapy, the endless tests
evolved into one long period of
disbelief and anger. Anger
directed at everyone, including

Cathy. How could she do this to
me? It’s just like her to ruin my
life: she probably did this on pur-
pose. We never did like each
other, anyway. Why should |
care? But | do. -
Crying about prom

During this time | looked at
the people surrounding me.
Their petty problems and stupid
insecurities astounded and
amazed me. Am | like that, too?
Can't they see how unimportant
it is? My sister is dying, and this
girl beside me has the nerve to
cry because she doesn’t have a
date to prom?!

| finally realized that you can’t
hurt all of the time. You can't
blame the whole world just
because you are experiencing a
personal trauma. Insanity would

run rampid through us all if we
could only dwell on the serious
and the solemn throughout our
entire lives. Life is a series of ups
and downs, the memory of the
ups supporting when the downs
hit.
Life returns to normal

The worst is over now. Cathy
is in remission, and her life has
returned, as much as possible, to

* a more normal state. My life

regressed also, but many things
will never be the same again. No

longer does the naive 14-year.

old exist who believes that
nothing bad ever really happens
outside of movies and tragedies.
| am not bitter nor do | blame
any type of supreme being for
punishing my family in this ob-
tuse manner, but my extreme

inbred cynicism has replaced it.

Thinking of life as boring and
mundane is easy to do when it
seems that nothing ever
changes. Revel in life; the
changes that can occur may not
lead to the exciting, glamourous
life that we all desire and
deserve. Life is what we make of
it, and it can't be taken for
granted. Sometimes this lesson
is learned the hard way. Don't
wait for something to happen for
this realization to set it; change
the bad in life. Waiting for time
and fate to do the job isn't good
enough. | am thankful to Cathy
for a lesson in love and in life.
Live each moment to the limit.
Time... life... love is too precious
to waste.
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News 4

=In Brief=

Central’s Math team won
first, second, fifth, and eighthl
places against 36 other schools
at the South High Math Competi-
tion, January 10. Team
members were for first place
Doug Deden, Marc Lucas, Travis
Mood, and Tim Stohs; for se-
cond place Steve Gross, Joel
Johnson, brian Wanzenried, and
Kevin Yam; for fifth place, Jen-
ny Hendricks, Mike Lawler,
Karen Lee, and Beth Lucas, and
for eighth place Tiffany Boyer,
ohn Miller, Joe Schlessiman
nd Lisa Wolff.

DECA Club will compete in
Lincoln, February 12 through
the 14th. Each student has to
take two written tests and two
oral exams covering his planned
field of vocation. These tests will
include apparel and accessories,
financing credit, advertising, the
food market or restaurants. How
they do on the tests determines
how that student would do at
Buch a job, using what they have
earned through - DECA.
Students also submitted 80 page
manuals to be judged. Over 70
Ftudents plan to attend.

Senior Elizabeth Hazen was
one of the two winners of the
Youth Symphony Concerto
KCompetition. As a result she now
has the opportunity to play with
the Youth Symphony as a solo
prtist. The Youth Symphony,
comprised of students from all
pver the metro and surrounding
preas, will play at Central
February 23.

The National Honor Society
I.:nd the French Club went ice

kating February 6 at Aksarben.
IMembers went to Godfathers for
pizza and then to Aksarben for
kating. Over 50 students par-
icipated in the first activity for
ewly initiated NHS members.
r. Stan Maliszewski, NHS spon-
or; and Mrs. Daryl Bayer,
French Club sponsor.

The decathlon team will com/|
pete February 21 at UNO. Thi3

decathlon. All members will tak
written exams over economics,
mathematics, science, fine arts,
social science, language and
literature. There will also be an
oral super quiz over the U.S|
Constitution, an essay and a
prepared and impromptu
speech.

Freshman Night at Central,
UJanuary 28, featured one of the
largest gatherings of freshman
nd their parents Central has
ver witnest. Over 575 freshman
nd parents participated in
Freshman Night. Department
heads, volunteer teachers and
tudents were on hand to
emonstrate equipemént, ex-
lain courses, and answer ques|

is the first offical competition for|-

ions for undecided freshman.

Cadets le

Kelly Penry

On Friday, January 30, Major
Richard Yost, senior JROTC in-
structor, held a mock court-
martial with his fourth-year
cadets. A court-martial is a court
of personnel in the armed forces
for the trial of offenses against
military law, or of army person-
nel, according to Webster's New
World Dictionary.

Although the court-martial is
a system used only in the
military, Major Yost decided to
use a mock set-up of a trial to
help his cadets in the study of
military law. This is the second
year that Major Yost has in-
troduced a situation involving
the students and their given
roles: the accused, the defen-
dent, the judge, the assistant
prosecutor, the jury and the
plaintiff.

Similarities

Major Yost said the purpose of
the court-martial is to inform the
cadets of how the military justice
system is similar and different in
comparison to a civilian court.
But how do the cadets, who are
unfamiliar with military court
procedures, run the mock-trial?

“The cadets are given a script
of a court-martial in accordance
with military procedures; this is
to insure that the accused has
rights and benefits. Although
there is a script, the cadets read
and perform on their own based
on the case,” said Major Yost.

Cadets assigned

How are the cadets assigned
to the roles of the court-martial?
Because rank is not the main
determiner, Major Yost assigns
the cadets to whatever positions
he feels each person can handle.
He said that those who aren't
directly involved in the court
proceedings are the jury and the
witnesses.

However, the accused is a
cadet who actually violates
JROTC rules. Such violations in-
clude not wearing the uniform
and failing to obey or follow the
code of conduct, among other
things. If the accused is
presented as guilty, then the
punishment depends on the
severity of the crime.

Usually the punishment can
result in a loss of demerits or a
loss of a promotion. Multiple of-
fenders can be decreased in
rank, explained Major Yost. But
the defendent must be able to
disprove what is said for each of-
fence, for in actual court-martial
situations, the accused might
face life in prison...the maximum
limit for a crime, he said.

Responsibility

Fourth-year cadet, William
Battle, felt that the advantages of
a mock-trial on the study of
military justice is that it gives the
cadets more of a military
background and gives them a
sense of responsibility—as a stu-
dent at Central and the ROTC
department.

"Understanding ra court-
martial has many advantages if

Craig Hamler

JROTC Stages court martial
arn about law syst
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Prosecutor Marlene Moravec swears in defense witness, Sherman Ellington. The mock court

martial taught J.R.O.T.C. students about military law.

you look at it in two concepts;
one, the experience gives you a
basic background of judicial pro-
cedures if it happens again, and
two, in the long run you will
learn the value of how to carry
yourself as a person,” said
William,

Major Yost seemed to feel that
the success of a mock court-
martial will usually depend on
the cadets. He said that what
they put into it will either make
it or break it.

“The military justice system is
based on civil law but is more le-
niant towards insuring that the
accused get their rights, more of
it balances than a civil system.’

hope the kids do something special for her,” Mrs. Pollard said. |

Central misses nurse

Niki Galial:no

Central's school nurse, Mrs. Geri Thomas, R.N., has been ab-
ent from work since winter recess, when she suffered a heart at-
ack, according to Mrs. Mary Ellen Pollard, R.N., Central’s substitute
urse.

Mrs. Pollard said that Mrs. Thomas is doing fine now and should
e returning to school on February 13, if all goes well. “I know she's
issed. Kids keep coming in asking about her,” Mrs. Pollard said.
ome of the staff has sent Mrs. Thomas flowers, according to Mrs.
doxie Barbee, Central assistant principal.

Despite Mrs, Thomas's absence, Mrs. Barbee and Mrs. Pollard
id things have been going well. Mrs, Thomas has kept things
‘definitely organized.” :

“l know she won't be at Central for Nurse's Day (January 28).
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Fine s‘ New plan to - Bernstein, Waples plan to

affect seniors

Doug Haven

Imagine not graduating because you failed to turn in your
psychology book. This may be the case under the new fine policy.

This year Central High School has adopted a new fine policy.
Seniors who owe fines to the school will not be allowed to participate
in commencement, receive a diploma, be issued a cap and gown,
and will not graduate as a result of this policy change.

 Before this policy change seniors who owed fines did not receive
a diploma but still were allowed to participate in commencement
and, according to their permanent record, graduate.

Students did not care
‘| was amazed at the number of students who did not care if
they received a diploma or not,” stated Dr. G.E. Moller, Central Prin-
cjpzi, ..JudSt' as long as their permanent record showed that they had
graduated.”

“l was amazed at the number of students
who did not care if they received a diploma
or not.”

Dr Moller then decided to make a change. He contacted other
Omaha area high school principals to find out what their policy on
fines owed to the school were. “We were the only area high school
that was allowing our seniors to graduate while they still had fines
with the school,” Dr. Moller said.

“With the tax money that goes towards education getting tighter
and tighter, we have to get all fines paid,” Dr. Moller stated.

More responsible

. Mr. Warren Ferrel, Central Instramental Music Instructor, and
tns students fundraise anywhere from $10,000 to $25,000 a year.
Students need to be rnore responsible for their own actions, “stated
Mr. Ferrel.” If you check out a book, you must return it, and if you
sell candy, you have to bring in the money.”

_ Mr. Ferrel says that he believes the new fine policy is a good
idea. “It is not fair for this year's seniors to graduate and the
sophomores who are coming in suddenly have to make up for the
deficiencies of those seniors.”

“Students probably do not realize that all of the small fines that
they owe really add up when multiplied by the number of students
at Central,” stated Eric Lee, Central senior.

tour England next year

Mrs. Marlene Bernstein and Mr. Edward Waples, both Central English teachers, plan to tour
Canterbury, London, Bath, and Stratford-on-Avon, England, next year with about 20 students.

Karyn Brower

London, Canterbury,
Stratford-on-Avon, and Bath are
just some of the places in
England that Central High
School teachers Mrs. Marlene
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Bernstein and Mr. Edward
Waples hope to see with about
20 Central students during
winter recess next year.

The number of students is
limited to 20, Mrs. Bernstein ex-
plained, because this will be her
first year making such a tour
with students, and she express-
ed preference for a small group,
with a maximum of 10 students
per adult supervisor.

The trip is patterned after the
University of Nebraska at
Omaha’s trip to England, several
trips to the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln to speak to
faculty there, and Mrs. Berns-
tein's own experiences along
with Mr. Waples's suggestions.
The group plans to stay in
England for two weeks. The tour
will arrive in London and spend
three days there visiting British
theaters and the British Museum
which boasts such famous
original manuscripts as those of
Newton, Bach, Beethoven, hand
written copies of both “Idylls of
the King” and “Canterbury
Tales,"” the history of the “Bible,"”
and the “Magna Carta.”

Christmas

The group will then spend
Christmas Eve, Christmas day
and the following day in Canter-
bury, attending a service
presented by the Archbishop of
Canterbury himself and then the
day after Christmas, the celebra-
tion of the anniversary of the
martyrdom of Archbishop
Thomas Becket. The following
two days will be spent in
Stratford-on-Avon  visiting
Shakespearean theaters and the
countryside. Two days will be
spent where Thomas Hardy
wrote and lived. The group will

then return to London for New
Year’s Eve and then to Dover for
New Year's Day.

Though there is a limit to the
number of students Mrs. Berns-
tein and Mr. Waples are able to
take, Mrs. Bernstein commented
that she would also like to limit
the tour to the students she has
had or who are in honors
English. “Those students,” she
said, “would be more apt to take
A.P. English the following year
where such an experience would
prove invaluable to their
understanding of certain topics
discussed throughout the year.”

of certain topics .”

“The trip...would
prove invaluable to
their understanding

Mr. Dan Daly, however ex-
pressed his concern over
students response about being
away from home over the
holidays. But when asked
whether or not the tour would be
helpful to some students, Mr.
Daly replied that with Mrs. Bern-
stein and Mr. Waples in control
of the tour, they would profit
more than under any other
circumstance.

The tour, not sponsored by the
school or school funded, will
cost students 1,500 to 2,000
dollars. This price includes air
fare, lodging, transportation
around England, and two meals
a day. Despite the high cost, Mrs.
Bernstein said she has heard no
objections yet and has heard
from 18 students who are
definitely interested. . .

s S -
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For braces, contacts, skin care

Teens depend on specialists

Kelly Penry

“Go from brown to blue in the wink of
an eye. Change grey eyes to emerald green.
Have hazel eyes one minute, aqua the next!
The results can be astounding. A new col-
or can highlight your features, your com-
plexion, make a dramatic difference in the
way you look.”

The above advertisement is for
DuraSoft Colored Contact Lens. Many ads,
similar to this one, fill magazines and blare
out of radios in an attempt to collect pro-
spective customers.

According to many Central students,
the ads play a major role in society by in-
forming teens of cosmetic improvements.
Optometrists, orthodontists, der-
matologists, and plastic surgeons are
available to serve teens in the areas of
braces, contact lenses, dermabrasion and
chemical face peels, suction lipectomy (fat
removal), rhinoplasty (nose-jobs), and
eyelid tattooing.

New image

With the growth of commercial
cosmetic-surgery and clinical centers, buy-
ing a new image has become almost as
easy as getting the clothes to go with it.
What accounts for this resolute unwill-
ingless to settle for the uneven teeth, not-
so-perfect nose, less than perfect peaches-
and-cream skin that genetics have dealt?

Jackie Chandler, sophomore, said, “If
society pushes appearance as the number
one priority, then teens are probably will-
ing to sacrifice something in order to gain
more self-confidence. | know that if | broke
my nose or | had skin problems, | would
probably find a way to see a specialist to
correct them.”

Bob Fry, senior, expresses a differing
opinion. “Why spend the money just to be
accepted? | was born this way. | wasn't
meant to be changed.”

Cosmetic changes

Most cosmetic changes range frrom
major or minor surgeries to wearing a cor-
rective device for a certain length of time.
This especially pertains to the teeth of to-
day's teenager. Braces, teeth bleaching,
cosmetic capping, and gap bridging are a
few of the recent advances in dentistry.

At one point or another, most teens
have encountered the “brace-phase.” Peter
Ziegler, D.D.S., an orthodontist practicing
in Omaha, said that most people are either
in serious need of braces, or the request for
them is based on their own disatisfaction
of their smile.

“Nowadays, we can straighten teeth
with much less noticeable clear plastic
brackets, bonded to the surface of the
tooth. Or one can wear lingual braces,
which are attached to the backs of the
teeth. But most teens wear the stainless-
steel braces because they prove to be the
most efficient,” he said.

Worth the money

Basic braces usually cost about 2,000
dollars_and special braces are a bit more
expensive, according to Dr.Zeigler. Yet,
some Central students feel that eliminating

a cosmetic flaw that makes them feel self-
conscious is well worth the money.

Ronnie Anderson, junior, said that his
front tooth was chipped in a fight over a.
baseball game. “Even if that chip seemed
insignificant to other people, it really
bothered me.J didn't care how much it cost
because | felt that a chipped tooth could
easily be corrected—instead of wearing a
smile for the rest of my life that | would be
ashamed of.”

Jennifer is a sophomore who recently
had rhinoplasty because she felt her
previous nose made her uncomfortable and
shy around other people. She said that she
feels much more secure with her presence
now that she has a different look.

Surgery

“Fashion magazines make everything
look so easy, but the fact is plastic surgery
is still surgery...and there will still be

medical hazards like any other operation.
But regardless of the risks, some people
who are desperately unhappy with the way
they look will do anything for a simple
change,” she said. il

Another specialist that frequently
treats teens is the dermatologist. Some
students who combat acne, rashes or other
skin problems pay hourly fees for a trip to
his or her specialist’s clinic. Others may see
a dermatologist for special perscriptions to
help the skin problems, which results in ex-
tra costs at the local drugstore. How do
people feel about paying for accumulating
expenses due to help with physical
appearance? ;

Most Central students seemed pleas-
ed with personal cosmetic changes,
especially those who have traded their
glasses for contact lenses. Contacts, like
braces are products tailored to one's
special needs, such as colored or extended-
wear lens. Students explained that the cost
of lenses and visits to the optometrists are
worth the money. The benefits of contact
lenses are that people have improved
visibility and people don't feel that con-
tacts, unlike heavy glass frames, dominate
the face.

Expensive

Scott Davis, senior, said, "l have to ad-
mit that it ( the cost of lenses and op-
tomitrist fees ) gets expensive sometimes,
especially when a lens is always falling out
or gets torn or lost ...but I'd much rather
wear lens instead of hiding behind' my
glasses.”

Other students prefer to wear glasses,
but will spend the extra money for prescrip-
tive glasses with colored frames, such as
tinted Ray-Bans or Vuarnets. Also, people
have been influenced to buy these brands
of glasses due to exposure in such movies
as “Blues Brothers” or “Risky Business.”

Senior Jill Rizzo advises people to see
a specialist if their problem, such as acne,
is bad enough to require medical attention.
“l didn’t have a major acne problem,
but after | got it taken care of, | felt so much
better. It does make a person feel more

secure with themselves if they don't have
to hide their face because they're embar-
rassed.”

Sophomore Tonja Friedman said that
she visited a dermatologist and a plastic
eye surgeon to have her eyes tattooed for
permanant liner. She said that the pro-
cedure is a no-fuss no-worry procedure that
permanently affixes an eyeliner-like pig-
ment to the rims of the eyelids. Even
though the cost is high for such cosmetic
surgery, Tonja went ahead with tattooing
her eyelids because it is the “latest rage”
and makes her eyes look more dramatic.

Why is the marketing of cosmetic
specialists and surgeons so successful with
the eighties generation?

_ Perfection

Barbara Ehrenreich, writer and author
of books concerning expert's advice in
Glamour, believes that much of it can be
traced to people’s pursuit of perfection and
the price they pay to do it. At a time when
people are so health conscious, Ehrenreich
writes that people are taking time to
change rigid notions of what constitutes
good looks than accepting the “love-
yourself-the-way-you-are” attitude.

As Junior Jonas Batt explained, * |
don't think there's any problem with most
expenditures that teens might make with
cosmetic improvements. They have the
right to do what they want to make
themselves look better now and for the
future.”

Jonas, as well as other Central
students, feel that it is an obsession with
our generation to look good, mainly
because it grows from getting and keeping
fit trends in society.
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“You don't have to spend a fortune
look like you did," promised the Nover
1986 issue of “Mademoiselle” magalr
Some Central students disagree

When asked whether teenagers sp
too much time and money on look
good, senior Allen Cipinko whipped out
latest issue of “GQ" magazine and point
to a clothing ad. “I would love to dress!i
that,” Allen said, “but the clothes on!
page cost at least 600 dollars. | just c2
afford things like 150 dollar scam
Besides, | think clothes are overrated
wear what | wear for me and nobody elst

Many Centralites agreed. “It's oka)*
spend money on clothes, 'said K
Anderson, junior,“but some things 2
ridiculously expensive. How much ¥
spend on your looks has a lot to do Wt
how much your friends spend. Som
groups take a lot of trouble to look sty!!
My friends and | are pretty laid back. |
to look good, but it's mostly just for mys!
It's reassuring.”

75 percent

Senior Julie Kliewer said that s
doesn’t buy clothes often because of 12
of money. “Most people with jobs spen’
least 75 percent of their paychecks on ot
ing good. Unfortunately, looks matter 2

when a good personality is what's really
portant.” _

Students interviewed listed Brand¢
Younkers, The Hitchin Post, and I
stores as some of their favorite places
shop. “I go to Brandeis because they 2
the jeans that | like,” said Matt Chapm?
junior, “and 1 like the shirts at the Hitcf!
Post."”

Senior Corey Henderson said tha!”
likes shopping at thrift stores occasio"
ly because, “It's totally different than ¥
‘everyone else is wearing. | would rather ™
Inok like everybody else.”

Collect sweaters "

Kristi Covalciuc, junior, said that §
has no favorite stores or styles, but b”;
whatever appeals to her, while senior 1"
Hazell admitted a weakness for swea!®
“I'm not a bargain hunter,” Tom said. |
spend too much money on things and F:OI
bably shop at the wrong places, like the™
chin Post. | don't need a lot of what | %
I collect sweaters.” he

Kelly Collins, senior, says tha! "
shops at Younkers, the Hitchin Post: a"‘i
Brandeis because, “They've got Wh
want. Besides, it's my parents’ money:

Other students mentioned budge!
a factor in where they shopped and “me
they purchased. “I'm going to have to "

on a smaller budget when | go away Iwc_oll
lege,” said senior Monica Backens. 'S¢
trying to buy things more cheaply. EVe"",
a low-budget you can pick out things the



together, and that's really all that

e cantell if you're wearin
ne car a25
ora 100 dollar shirt,” ﬂalen

‘can ook nice wi p
! ithout
oney spending

dlites said that they spend addi-
% and lime caring for their hair
“Up. "Hair is important to
said. " like my hair to look
V different from the norm.”

Natural

students said that make-up was
¥pense, while others, like Kalen,
did not buy any make-up. “l don't
ney on make-up at all,"Kalen
sonally. [ prefer to look natural.”
€@ said that while make-up can
dppearance, some girls overdo
fofo. especially the younger
to think that, when it comes to
€ more the merrier. They think
€M more sophisticated.”

th

9irls who have natural beauty,”
If You need it to look good, |
:'lt‘P 's okay. It might help. But
» gesee girls who are already

Cause sometimes it makes
Unattractive,”

Summer

:ue; 'S great,” Julie said,
|ook0n t have to wear make-up
b heglthy without it. In the

In dries out without make-

IFZE Some girls in the morning
' Make-up on and their hair
eally bare without it.”
. '€ point of all this primpi
: primping
;”Q;I Sglf-confidence, Central
* 'U'simportant to look good

U feel better that way,” Julie

Accepted

ying to look good for
Now a days it's more
her people.”

Orey sajg, «
Pled by of

. ;E?)z?g' Kelly said. “For the
Makos tEO to all this trouble
Mal em feel better about
S0 might help what people
€9p!e look at your clothes
Pinion of you right away.”

=

No

OOKING GOO

S a y gOOd l OO kS Do you feel bad to look good?
self - confidence

“Some people base their ideas just on
what people look like, Kristi said. "Peophlﬂ.l-
care too much about outward appearance.

“If you want to spend a lot of time,
you'll probably be more attractive,” Tom
said. “The important thing is that a person
takes care of himself or herself.”

“A lot of people get wrapped up in ap-
pearances and forget about inner qualities,
which are important, too,” Monica said.

Whether or not teenagers put too
much time and money into looking attrac-
tive, and despite the importance of per-
sonality and “inner qualities,” students
agree that appearance does matter. “When
you meet someone, “Corey said, “the first
thing you notice is appearance. Your ap-
pearance can take you a long way. It's the
first step in communicating.”

Features '
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Teens diet, exercise

Kris Deffenbacher

The old saying, “No pain, no gain,” has become a creed in this
society of fitness worshippers. But at what point does ghis pain
become too great a price for that “perfect body™? The physical price
the body pays for the fitness that this generation prizes sometimes
becomes too great, resulting in injury, illness or possibly death.

The fitness craze has brought an onslaught of diets, work-outs,
tanning machines and other innovations for creating the "body-
beautiful.” But these methods for looking better sometimes cause
physical damage rather than create health.

Diet
The diet craze has become an institution of our society. Diets
are an effective way of reducing or controlling weight. But when
this reduction of caloric intake becomes a mental aversion to food,
the results can be physically dangerous. Such an aversion to eating
is classified as a medical disorder, either anorexia nervosa or
bulemia.

Anorexia nervosa is an extreme weight loss brought about by
an abnormal aversion to eating. It occurs mostly in young women
with an obsessive preoccupation with avoiding weight. Those with
this disorder will deny hunger, are constantly overactive, and en-
joy feeding others, according to medical dictionaries.

This extreme loss of weight can be life-threatening. In severe
cases hospitalization is necessary. Treatment is both psychiatric and
medical, but cure is rarely complete and relapses often occur. “It's
a compulsive behavior,” said Mr. James Rawlings, Central
psychology teacher. “It's extremely hard to treat. Someone with this
disorder sees himself as eternally fat. Treatment involves givin¢
them a different self-image.”

Tanning

Like dieting, tanning can reach a life-threatening extreme. Ex-
tended sun exposure, whether artificial or real, permanently
damages the skin and leads to premature aging, wrinkling, leathery
texture, and precancerous and cancerous skin conditions, according
to medical dictionaries. While occasional exposure to the sun does
not appear harmful, studies have indicated that a single, severe
overexposure or many years of ordinary exposure can lead to such
conditions.

Occasional exposure to sunlamps has not appeared harmful in
recent studies, but the amount of exposure necessary to maintain
a year-round tan would probably be excessive. Central senior
Stephanie Ruegnitz started going to a tanning booth at the beginn-
ing of her junior year. “I went when my real tan started to fade,”
Stephanie said.

Stephanie now goes once every three days. “It's warm and quiet,
I can fall asleep. It's relaxing; I'm addicted,” Stephanie said. “l go
because | don't like to wear a lot of makeup, | think | look better
with atan.” When asked if the media's barrage of skin cancer reports
scares her at all, Stephanie replied, “No, because | lay out in the
summer too. | don't worry about it in the summer, so I'm not going
to worry about it in the winter.”

Exercise

Exercising too can have a high physical price. While exercis-

ing at a certain level is beneficial to the body, it becomes damag-
ing if it results in illness or injury. Senior Kate Madigan developed
tendonitis during the track season of her sophomore year and could
not exercise for two to three months as a result. “l| never thought
that | could get injured and not be able to work out when | wanted

to,” Kate said.
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Jay Buder demonstrates karate techniques. Many students prac-

tice and study different martial arts.

Karate

gains in

recent Ppopularity

Michael Page

Wall climbing, triple flips, and
jumping over high objects that
one would find in Kung Fu
Theatre are mere exaggerations.
In real life, karate is more than
a method of combat; it em-
phasizes self-discipline, positive
attitudes, and high moral pur-
pose.

Today, the art is mainly
associated with the Japanese,
and it was introduced to the
United States after World War I.
Jay Buder, sophomore, lived in
Okinawa for three years when he
was younger. He said, “There
were karate schools all over in
Japan, and that is where 1 first
started to get interested in the
martial arts.”

Full-contact karate

Jay has been practicing karate
for five years and is currently a
brown belt at the Japanese
Karate and Ancient Weapons
School. Jay is working hard so
he may participate in full-contact
karate. Jay said, “Unlike the
PKA (Professional Karate
Association), in full-contact
karate you can't wear any pads.
All you can wear is a supporter
and a mouthpiece.”

Karate and music

Renee Byrne, sophomore, is a
black belt in karate and has been
practicing for six years. She is
presently studying at The
American School of Karate and
Judo. She enjoys formatics,
which is putting karate moves
and forms to music.

Charles Kay, junior, had prac-
ticed karate for seven years
before leaving the Japanese
Karate and Ancient Weapons
School. He said, “Even though |

am a black belt, | would rather
not be called one, because not
all people with a black belt have
the same ability.” In some
schools in America, it only takes
two years to become a black
belt. In Japanese schools in
America, it takes seven to eight
years to become a black belt.

Karate involves intense
physical and mental condition-
ing. Speed, strength, and techni-

“Not all people with
a black belt have the
same ability.”

que are necessary to become
good. Constant alertness and a
keen sense of timing is
something that a person
develops as he gets better. Con-
stant exercises are also impor-
tant for limbering up and
strengthening the muscles of the
body. Jay said, "Karate has
taught me to be disciplined and

to know when to fight and when
not to."”

Renee Byrne said, “Martial
arts has taught me self-control
and courtesy.”

Belts in martial arts are earn-
ed through hard work. When
asked about the colors of the
belts, Jay explained it is like a
cycle. He said, “In Japan, they
started out with a white belt and
after many hours of hard work,
the belt collected dirt, which ex-
plains the brown belt. After
much more practicing, the belt
became black. The black belt
then flaked and became white
again.” He went on to say that
once a person becomes a black
belt, it is just the beginning. The
learning process starts all over
again.

Stuart Oberman

Joe Schlesselman and Rob
Hill match strategy and int
ellect in a game of chess.
Central's chess team recent
ly won the Metro Chess
championships.

Chess team wins Metro

Niki Galiano

The Central High Chess Team came in
first place at the Metro Conference Chess
Tournament on Teusday, February 3, ac-
cording to Dr. G.E. Moller, Central High
Principal. They beat Gross 5-0, and Prep
4-1, he said.

Central went into Metro as the number
one ranked team, with South and Prep
following as numbers two and three, accor-
ding to senior Rob Holtorf, chess team
member.

Central has already won two other
chess tournaments this year according to
Rob; the Midamerica Scholastic Tourna-
ment and the West Omaha Scholastic
Tournament. He said that the team will go
to Lincoln and compete in the State com-
petition next. “We're going to jam at State!”
Rob commented.

Individual prizes

Several team players have won in-
dividual prizes in the past two tournaments,
Rob said. In the Midamerica tournament,
Don Shennum won second place all
around, and Duwayne Backens won first
place for the under-1600 ranking. In the
West Omaha tournament, Duwayne
Backens won first place all around, Don
Shennum won second, and Rob Holtorff
won first place in the under-1600 ranking,

is a category for players who have not ac-
quired at least 1600 points through
competition.

“| can only think of one other year that
the chess team might have been better, and
that was two years ago,” said Rob. He also
said that next year's team should be pret-
ty good, despite the fact that all but two of
the varsity team members are seniors. “The
junior high chess champion will be com-
ing to Central next year, and the top-seated
player from North will be transferring here,
too.” Central’s top-seated player, Don
Shennun, and another varsity player, John
Holtorf, will also be on the team next year.
since they are both juniors, commem_ed
Rob. “We look pretty good next year.

According to Rob, winning isn't all that
serious to the team. “It's not that serious.
We just show up and play—we know we ré
going to win. Nobody's been pressured to
win, except once. It was a match against
South, and they had beat us last year. If we
didn’t win, we were going to have to walk
home from South.”

The varsity team members are as
follows: junior Don Shennun, first boafd:
senior Rob Holtorf, second board; senior
Duwayne Backens, third board; senior
Mark Lucas, fourth board; senior Mike
Buckner, fifth board; and sophomore John
Holtorf.

he said. The under-1600, according to Rob.
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next two years in the Army Reserve, and when it$
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you'll take Basic Training. An eight-week course that
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$1,100 for each summer, plus over $1,225 a year for
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Get lean and mean this summer. Then get ready
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Pageantsprove competitive, beneficial

Elaine Williams

“When you lose, it's really
disappointing. You tell yourself
that you only have a slight
chance of winning, but deep in-
side you think you might do it,"”
said Central High School Junior
Renee Ryan, Miss T.E.E.N.
contestant.

Renee along with Sophomore
Susie Donaldson, Junior Monica
ﬁcSwain. Sophomore Kennetta
Wagner, and Sophomore Jill
Weaver, competes in area talent
pageants. Susie won the medel
and beauty categories of the
1986 Miss Hemisphere competi-
tion. Monica took the crown in
Hal Jackson's Talented Teen
pageant. Kennetta received the
1986 Miss Youth for Christ
.’\\m:'cli. Jill placed second in the
mode! and beauty divisions of
the 1987 Miss Hemisphere con-
st Although Renee did not
Place in Miss T.E.E.N., judges
ferrowed the field of com-
PElitors prior to the Ppageant.

First experiences

J'JH said that her first ex-
Periences with pageants were
when she was four, “| got this
really fancy dress and | didn't
have any place to wear it. My .
mom and | saw a poster for a
contest and the girl had on a fril-
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Continued from p. 1
brf;;sd €xperience in the radio
dcasting class' and his
Lnusacai experience in a Jocal
%and, The Dudes, led him to this
{Eb after his teacher told him
thgl € should contact Paul. Mat-
i W now has his own show on
ednesday afternoons from

ly outtit. | entered that competi-
tion and for about a year | did
one every weekend.”

Jill said that she quit the
pageants in junior high because,
“l was at least a foot taller than
everyone else. | felt really ugly.
I did Miss Hemisphere to see if
I had that winning touch.”

The reasons that people par-
ticipate in pageants vary. Monica
got involved to broaden her
talent and to receive publicity for
her career in visual arts. “If you
want to be a performer, you just
can’t do only one thing. | dance,
but | also act and sing. The com-
petitions helped me be a better
speaker.”

Winning the Hal Jackson con-
test enabled Monica to get in
touch with personnel from the
“Cosby Show.” She plans to
send them a resume and
photographs. "I plan to audition
for the show when I'm in New
York this summer."”

The competitions seek to im-
prove the self-image of the par-
ticipants. According to Mrs. Liz
Lauer, City Director of Miss
T.E.E.N., besides offering

scholarships, Miss T.E.E.N. aims"

to bring together girls from
simular moral backgrounds.
Renee cited the people she met
as one of the pluses of her com-
petitive experience.

Miss Withrow said that its im-

possible to understand all the °

benefits of pageants unless
you've competed in one,

She cited the swimsuit com-
petition as a way for women to
exhibit their health. “Whoever
wins a big competition, must
deal with a variety of stressful
situations. Wearing a swimsuit in
a roomful of clothed people
shows the woman can handle a
stressful situation with class.”

Miss Winthrow also said that
the key to a contest is a positive
attitude. “If you don't win it just
means that on that particular day
of the week, at that certain mo-
ment, the judges were looking
for something different. It's rare
that you win your first pageant.”

Renee said that she felt the
real reason for many competi-
tions was to make money. “They
write you a bunch of letters tell-
ing you how much they want you
to compete. Later you find out
that you have to pay a lot of fees
to participate.”

Liz Lauer, City Director of
Miss T.E.E.N. said, “We now on-
ly have a state competition and
we used to hold both state and
local contests. The current
ecoriomic situation makes it
harder for girls to get sponsors.”
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. KRCK plays “alternative”
music, Paul said. “We play rock
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ing. We also give a lot of local
bands air time.”

The station broadcasts music
24 hours a day, every day of the
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Blanche Lawson Blair, Central Alumnareflects on her graduate
year, 1913. Blanche will be 94 years old in June.

1913 Central graduate

shares past

Anthony Clark

The year is 1913. Blanche
Lawson Blair walks uphill
towards the large, three story

. building as high school students
pile off a crowded streetcar
behind her. The building sits on
top of a hill, dominating the
landscape, in the middle of a
poor, downtown business com-
munity.

Does this sound like a scene
from an old black and white
silent movie? Actually, this was
Central over 70 years ago.

In 1913, Omaha High School
was just beginning to be called
Central. Kate A. McHugh was the
principal, James Durkee was the
senior class president, the foot-
ball team was the state cham-
pion, the basketball team was
the Missouri Valley champion,
the Superintendant of Omaha
Public Schools censored the
"Register,” and several pre-army
cadets from Central were attack-
ed by Missouri Valley youths. It
was also the\ year Blanche
Lawson Blair graduated.

Mrs. Blair walked to school
everyday, as did most students.
“Other students would take the
streetcar that used to run down
Dodge street.”

“I remember taking English,
algebra, Latin, geometry,
physiology, history,and botany,”
said Mrs. Blair. “I'liked English
but | had trouble with history. We
had so much reading to do.”

One of two blacks

Mrs. Blair entered Central in
the fall of 1908 and graduated in
June of 1913. "I was a pretty
good student,” she said. "l was
one of only two blacks to
araduate that year.”

experiences

In 1913, Central had over
2,000 students, three of whom
were black. "We didn't have any
noticeable racial problems," said
Mrs. Blair, “but none of us were
allowed to participate in extra-
curricular activities.”

The number of students
decreased during 1913 as
business classes were eliminated
from the curriculum. “Short-
hand and typing students went
to Commercial High during the
middle of the year,” said Mrs.
Blair. Commercial High later was
called Technical High School.

Class floors

The school functioned dif-
ferently when Mrs. Blair was at
Central. "Freshmen took classes
on the third floor, sophomores
on the second floor, and seniors
and juniors on the first floor,”
she said. “That way we didn't
have to climb stairs all day.”

Social life was different back
then also. "We didn't "have
girlfriends or boyfriends while
we were still in school,” she said.
“QOur parents were real strict. We
would just go to school and
study.”

Mrs. Blair received her
diploma, which was made out of
sheep-skin, in June of 1913.

After high school Mrs. Blair
went to work and married about
four years later. She has three
children, all of whom have gone
to Central, four grandchildren,
two that went to Central, and two
great grandchildren.

She is currently active doing
secretarial work at her church. "I
enjoy doing needlepoint and lat-
chhook art, also.” Mrs. Blair will
be 94 years old in June.













