
High School 

people associate school -
with just athletic events 

ootball , basketball, or track. 
dition to lettering in sports, 
ents at Central have the 
ce to letter in ac·ademics. 

is allows students who 
an academic pursuit rather 

. an athletic pursuit to 
Ive recognition," Central 
cipal Dr. a.E. Moller said. 

ing to Dr. Moller, a stu· 
who has a 3.5 grade pOint 
ge or better can earn a let· 
m the Central High Honor ..--
. ral has been giving out 

rs I~ the Honor SQciety for ' 
eight or nine years," Dr. 

ler said . ' -
addition to Central Honor 

, A Cappella Choir, band, 
club, Spanish club, Latin 

and student council also 
out letters to there 
pants. 
Robert McMeen, vocal 

teacher, said, "The letter 
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program in ~-Cappella Ct'loir is 
new this year. We"used to have 
the blazer and shield-that were -
worn· by the outstanding 
students, but this was too costly 
for the students and we couldn 't 
get a uniform appearance at con· 
certs." 

Eighty points are required to 
letter. Mr. McMeen hoped that it 
would help motivate people by 
rewarding those that have work· 
ed hard during the course of the 
year. Ways a student can earn 
points include participating in an 
AII·State audition, extra con· 
certs, and membership in the 
choir council. . 

Along with A Cappella Choir, 
Central's Band has awarded let· 
ters for the past seven years. 

" I am a past athlete and I saw 
that BanCl was a lot of extracur· 
ricular work, more than just be· 
ing in class," band instuctor fIIr. 
Warren Ferrel said. 

He also felt that lettering was 
a great motivational tool so that 
-students could reach more 
goals. 

revive academic' lette'rs 
" This . group is highly 

motivated, which means better 
assem'blies, more concerts, and 
more success," Mr. Ferrel said. 
He also felt that letters have 
become more important ' as the 
band became better. 

"When I first statted, there was 
an underlying negativism toward 
being in the band. Now you see 
kids having Central band put on 
the back of their jackets," Mr. 
Ferrel said . Eighty points are reo 
quired to letter in band also. 

AJew ways to earn poi@s' are 
to participate in AII·City , All· 
State, or Roadshow . . 

Students that aren't-musical· 
Iy inclined can letter in the Latin 
Cfub's Junior Classical League 
(JCL). Latin teacher Ms. Rita 
Ryan stated that "the letter was 
introduced three years ago, and 
a student can earn points by tak· 
ing part in any of the 48 ac
tivities of JCL. It helps member
ship in the Latin club." Forty 
points are needed to letter in 
JCL. . 

French and Spanish club, 

"During the 60's and 70's no one would wear 

Central or anything like that on their jackets." 

unlik~ JCL, are only in their first 
year~ According to Mrs. Daryl 
Bayer, " giving out letters is 
justifiable because students 
Clevote a lot of time to the school 
and their academics. It also pro
motes cultural activities and 
school spirit." 

Mrs. Bayer outljned how a stu· 
dent could earn 40 points which 
would qualifr him for a letter. "A. 
student can acquire points by at· 
tending college bowis, cooking 
projects, soccer games, a pro· 
gressive dinner, and caroling ac· 
tivities." 

Spanish club is established 
along the same lines as French 
club with the-exception that it 
takes 80 poims to letter. Spanish 
teacher Mrs. Vickie Anderson 
said, "I think letters are more im· 
portant today ~C8use letter 

sweaters are back in along with 
letter jackets~ During the 60's 
and 70's no one would wear Cen· 
tral or anything like that on their 
jackets." 

Student <;Quncil is another 
area in which a student can let· 
ter. According to Central senior 
John Skoog it takes 40 points to 
letter. John said," You get points 
by selling things in the courtyard 
or doing extra things like 
dances. , 

"Most people letter in a year's 
time if they do the work. It's 
beneficial to letter because we 
wear our letter sweaters on 
special days for public rela· 
tions." . 

John added that the 
"academic letters are symbols of 
pride to the people who really try 

. to support the clubs." 
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Should teachers' pension money be invested in 
, companies that do business in South Africa? 

Mrs. Carol Valdrigl)i, history 
"No, I thiRk. you have to put 

your money, where your mouth 
is. There are plenty of other 
sound investments. Money is a 
major tool and if we refu~e to use 
it we are weakening our posi· 
tion." 

Mr. Jack Blanke, history . 

"I think pension money should 
be invested in ways to earn the 
greatest amount of money. The 
more money that you have in the 
fund , the more money that the 
teachers have for their retire· 
ment. " 

/ 

Mrs. Patricia Wallington, biology 

" No, it is the moral issue. I 
recognize that there would be 
financial complications, but I 
personally would be willing to 
take the loss associated with 
pulling our investments out. " 

Mr. John Keenan, English 
" It's not a simple question. 

Teacher's pensions are very im· 
portant and should be invested 
by people who know what they 
are doing. It is easy to g~t emo· 
tional , but the people who are 
getting emotional have no easy 
answer to the money problem." 

Ms. Juanita Merrigan-Potthoff, 
. English 

"My personal opinion i.s that 
we can't support a government 
that is politically unfair to a ma· · 
jority of the people." 

Mr. Harry Gaylor, marketing ' 

" I agree that divestiture should 
take place, but it must b~ done 
gradually. Pulling out quickly 
has only led to disaster in other 
African countries." 

photos by Mary Turco 
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South Africa . . 

I !!Y.~~~~ ~yn~p;~;on~~e,e!? ~t 
South Africa, and General Elec· split, " Board member Mr. 
tric: the connection be.tween th~ Thomas Horgan said. 
three may seem remote, but in Despite the belief that suppor· 
actuality is as real as the fng investm-ent in South Africa 
teachers at Central. and supporting ' th~ racist 

Part of every teacher's policies of apartheid go ha .. d in 
paycheck · gpes directly. into a hand, the School Board and the 
fund that they use for Income teachers ~ssodation should con· 
once they have retired. The tinue investing in companies 
trustees in charge of this fund in· that do business in South Africa 
vest this money., along with . for several reasons. 
money that the school district Teacher's~ pensions 
provides, in st9ck, hopefl,llly in· First of all, the salary suppli.ed 
creasing the amount of money by a teacher's pension is usual· . 
that the teachers eventually Iy their only sou,rce- of inco~ . 
receive. once they have retired and 

The issue recently discussed should be pl~ced where' 'it. will 
by the School Board and the make' the most money. 
Omaha Education Association " We act for the ~acher's union 
(OEA) is whether or not to invest in seeing that the funds are in. 
this money in companies that do vested to givt! the greatest 
any business in South Africa. return .... Mr. John Haller, Board 

Xerox and IBM member, said. 
According to Mr. John Thies, Secondly, and in . a more 

OEA Executive Director, Xerox, general aspect, divestiture .. the 
IBM, and Texic6 are just a few of removal of American money 
the companies involved. from South Africa, may not be 

With the strong support of the the only moral alternative, 
OEA, the School Board voted'to EconomicaHy speaking, 
continue investing the money in American companies make up 
companies th~t do business ) n only two and one half to three 
South Africa, despite the fact percent .of South Africa's na. 
that many Board members felt tional economy, Mr. Frank 
the money should go elsewher~ . Bogard, School ·Board Member, 

"Tile entire Board is opposed said. This is hardly likely to put 
to the horrors in South Africa. much pressure on a government 
Honest people can have h?nest - that already ignores th~ United, 

£)(t~"ded . 
S:hool ,.' 

Year 
/ 

States' pleas for 
. Sullivan principle 
In addition, all but a 

companies su ~scribe 
Sullivan principle , a 
regulations that requ ' 
American companies hi 
as welt· as whites and 
equal salaries. 

Americans responded 
hunger crisis in Ethiopia 
ding food, suppl ies, and 

,Is this situation any 
Both the Eth iopians 
blacks In South Africa 

. pressed and in need of 
have limited access 

: ~Ithough it r,nay be i 
the United States, and 
benefiting f tom this hel . 

One source said that 
black families rely on A 

- companies for income, 
whites lose contro l. 
more moral , pu lling out 
ing off these blacks or 

and supporting the 
. rely on American mn~nll'll_ 

income? The wh ites will 
with or without the 
States; many blacks 

It is easy to get 
about the issue, but no 
tion exists. The School 
vote to continue ,' r Ive:>l " '11Qll 

the'se companies may 
best solution , both orl'nomllll~ 

Iy and politically. 

" 

Lengt/:1ened year d~f~ats -. purpo 
it," ,Dr. Moller might say. ',' ed t~acl:ler ~Iaries, tea~her 

Imagine that when work 
began on Central's renovation, 
the carpenters, painters, electri. 
cians, and construction workers 
came to Central one M'Onday, 
dumped all of the supplies need. 
ed for the renovation in the cour· 
tyard, and left. 

"What are you doing?" Dr. 
MoJler would undoubtedly ask. 
" What are we supposed to do 
with all of this?" 

"I'm sorry we can't help you, 
but w.e ran out of money to finish 
the work. We figured that this 
would do for the time," a 
foreman would respond. 

"Sure, we need the renova
tion, but we don't need-this mess 
in the courtyard. It will get 
frustrating trying to put up with 

' . . Last year, the state legislature ' I petancy t ests, graduation 
passed .a law that " is just as and expanded teacher t 
cumbersom~ and frust'ra~ing as , Ideally, the bill should 
the ~YI??!~~l.l~al •. me~s . m tbe. · teachers wit-h six extra 
courty~r(L - llie leog,thened spend with students, 
school year. , " \ , more material or cove 

:In resp'?nse to the p.r~s.lder:rt s same material in greater 
~.all f~r -Excell,ence I~ Educa· Realistically, the extra 
tlO~, I~.st .year . th,e State seem to have decreased morl' 
Legls·lature passeCi L~ 994, • and increased frustration arno 
which ~ent into effect thiS y~ar. students and teachers. 
Accordmg -to Dr. John Smith, 
administrative assistant to the 
superintendent and chairman of 
the Omaha Public School calen. 
dar committee, the bill extend
ed the time that students spend 
at school by six days. 

Other aspects of the bill that 
were not put into effect due to a 
shortage of money were increas. 

The increased school year 
small step in the right direcliO 

but the current situation sho 
that it is a step onto sh! 
ground. It is time either to rei 
to the previous calenda r or 
the other aspects of the bill I 
effect and make these days rn 
productive, 
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ig-wig-'juggles ratings Shut,tle crew leaves gift 

That's th~ 
Way It Is 
by 
Todd Peppers. 

sand across the United States invited to be 
. a part of the Nielson Ratings," procla imed 

the letter. "Please accept the enclosed 
money as a token of our appreciation. You 
may wish to use it to brighten the day of 
a ch ild." 

1's I franti 57ally searched ttirough the 
papers fo ~ ~)l !a.r~e check, a sing~ollar 
bill fell to the floo~. I slowly bent down and 
looked at the greenback with disbelief. I'm 
a major television power and they pay me 
a ,d,olLar?_. , ., _,.. .." 

·Afterthought . 

by " --.. , .... ' 
Vina Kay 

My childish greed slowly subsided as 
has happened to the best ,of us. I~'s I realized the .golden opportunity before "4·3·2·1, and liftoff . . . " 

night and you have nothing ex- 'me. I've always been a little practical joker Cheers of joy turned into screams of 
to do. So you pour yourself an icy at heart, 'why not juggle t~e TV ratings a ' terror. Stunned, I watched the repl~y ofthe 
ke, break out thechee'se.puffs, and little bit? Then my goal became clear: to space 'shuttle Challenger explosion. 

back for a cozy evening, in front of wipe " Dynasty" and "TheA·team" off the I fi rst heard of the January 28 shuttle 
te lev ision set. face of the television world . disaster at lunch. My first reaction was 

disaster strikes. The TV scree n The next night I opened up my official disbelief, followe9 by a kind of emptiness 
to life and instead of hearing the Nielsen diary. I have seen pHone books that that I had never felt before. And as I walk· 

ar sounds of the " Love Boat" .theme, . wer'e thinner, and as I leafed through page ed through the halls that day, I noticed that 
orror-striken eyes take in the picture after p age of charts it became apparent my that feeling was shared by many people. 

I pond. Yes, the impossible has oc- work'was cut out for me. Some people discussed the possible 
- " Bass Fishing with Wally' r didn't watch the Super Bowl that reasons for the explosion, some mention· 
" has preempted the ' '-Love Boat." week, at least not official fy. Nor did I watch ed their sorrow for the astronauts' families, 

what do you do? Calling the local " Dallas," " Dynasty," " Hotel ," "Mary," ' some just shook their heads and sat in 
ion station and complaining ' won't " Newhart;" oranytelevisionshow .thathad silence. But it was obvious that they all 

because they don't mak-, the deci· a one·word title. cared. 
anymore,' DO. That's right , the sim· . I preferred the shows that ' most of Why are we so affected by a disaster 

columnist that you all make fun America didn't watch; like " Name That so far away from us, I thought. We didn't 
a heavyweight in the television Tune, " "Wild Kingdom," "The Miss T know the seven crew members, .we didn't 

o longer will I be pushed around 
some idiot in New York decides to 

I my favorite show, " Hill Street 
.. in favor of " Bowling for Dollars, " 

I am (drum·roll please) a Nielsen 

waited by the mailbox for a television 
with the vision of dollar signs dane· 
my head. At last it arrived. 
our household is one of a few thou· 

Pageant," and, although I hate to admit know their families, and many of us didn't 
this, "Punky Brewster. " even know the shuttle .was taking off that 

At the' end of the week I sealed my of· day. 
ficial diary and, after sending it back to Ordinary people 
Nielsen Television Research, forever But when tragedy struck, it suddenly 
altered the world of television as we know became very significant to us. Tragedy 
it. I had so much furi being a "big·wlg" in often brings people closer together, and I 
the television industry that I sent Mr. saw that happen at Central. 
Nielsen a token of my appreciation, three The crew o f the space .shuttle 
dimes and a piece of bubble. gum. I hope Challenger was special to us. They were or· 
he brightens the day of a child ,. too. dinary people who had a dream, just as all 

--------------------~~----~----~--~ 

ickles ' Prices Are Out of ThisW orId 

, 

of us have dreams. They wanted 
something, and they were willing to work 
hard to achieve their goals. t hey had a 
desire common to many,of us - the desire 
to know the unkn'own . -

We shared their dreams, and we 
, shared thei r tragedy. May'b~ that's why we 
cared so r1)uch. Technology. allQw~d liS to 
actually watch their dreams begin and end. 
I don't know if that's good or bad. But t do 
know that technology also allowed the 
Challenge r. crew .to come,as close to their 
.dream as they could. And it wi ll continue 
to do so in future years. 

This disaster has' showed us that o_ur 
machines and our compu~ers are not 
perfect. We, as human beings, are im
perfect, so our creations must also be 
fall ible. 

Ability to dream 
Nothing, -even technology, can stop 

death. The shutt~ tragedy, the possibility 
of death, may discourage some of us from 
taking the kind of chance they took. Death 
is certainly a frightening thought, especial. 
Iy when it's more than just slightly possi
ble. But without risks our dreams would 
never come true. --. 

We will all experience death someday 
and cannot know when. But that, as the 
Challenger crew has shown us, is t~e beau
ty of life. They lived their lives to the very 
end, never wasting a second. 

A dear friend once told me that 
everything that happens, whether good or 
bad, has its purpose. It may be a while 
before I understand the reasons for the -
deaths of the space shuttle Challenger 
crew. 

But in the meantime, I can look at the 
endless sky and wonder. I hope they realize 
the ' greatness of the gift they have left -
the ability to dream 
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124 No. 20 St. 

Children under 12 $2 .50 
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1===1.0 Brief Botswanan student ,adjusts to Am.erican 1 

Academic Decathlon team 
will compete in districts at South 
High School on February 22. All 
the Omaha Public high school 
will participate in the competi· 
tion. The ten areas included in 
the competition are speech, in
terview, math, language , 
literature, World War Two 
history, economics, science, fine 
arts and a superquiz on immigra
tion . The superquiz will be open 
to the public. 

Heather Carpenter, senior, 
won the junior division of the 
Omaha Symphony Guild's 
eleventh annual Young Artists 
Competition and won a chance 
to perform with the symphony in 
an April 6 concert. Heather 
studies piano with UNO faculty 
member Jackson Berkey. 
. Rifle team will compete 

against Burke at Central on 
February 25. Team members 
will shoot in standing, kneeling, 
and prone positions; the top four 
scores wHl count. 

Kurt Hubler 
Opportunities for advancement are never easy in a perso~'s I.ife, 

especially if a person is from a third world coun~ry. But Slphlwe 
Balosang, sophomore, is hoping to be an exceptIon. 

Siphiwe is originally from Selbi·Phikwe, Botswana, a country 
in southern Africa. She left her native homeland to study at an 
American high school, with the desire of going to college and stu· 
dying psychology. ' 

''There are no schools that teach psychology in Botswana," 
Siphiwe said. "My aunt, who married an American. that was in the 
Peace Corps, lives here and suggested that I stay wIth them and go 
to school in Omaha." 

Siphiwe explained that subjects taught at the schools in Selebi· 
Phikwe are generally the same in comparison to Central but stated 
that the main differences lie towards discipline. 

"Ther~ are dress codes for public as well as private schools," 
she said. " It is also more strict . A student can be expelled for the 
wrong use of language at a teacher." . . 

Siphiwe left her father, who manages a coal mine, and mother, 
who works as a secretary to a la\vyer, behind. 

"I miss my parents and friends the most," Siphiwe said. "I al~o 
miss the weather; back home it is warmer ana dry, not as humId 
as it usually gets here." 

Botswana rests along the northern border of South Africa, and 
though it is governed democratically and not by an apartheid system, 
traces of prejudice towards blacks can be found. . . 

"You can see the racism," Siphiwe explained. "Blacks do not 
associate with whites in public or visit each other at their homes. 

" I have white friends back at my school, but when the day is 
over, we separate. That's just the way it is. 

"Blacks are allowed to vote and do not need identification 
paperS; however, I would need them if I were to travel to South 
Africa," she said. 

After Siphiwe completes her high school and college educa-
tion in America, she plans to go back to Selbi·Phikwe and begin 
her practice as a psychologist. . 

Latin club participated in AII 
City Roman College Bowl on 
February 12 at Bellevue East. 
The competition was for first 
through fifth year students. They 
competed in the five areas of 
vocabulary, grammar, history , 
mythology, and derivatives. 

Matt Carpenter and Diane 
Perrigo, senior debate team 
members, reached the semi
finals on the varsity level at the 
Creighton' Prep debate tourna
ment on January 17-18. Juniors 
Kirsten ' Leach and Michael 
Hargreaves reached the quarter 
finals on the varsity level, and 
seniors Jo Krell and David Weill 
reached the quarter finals on the 

SiphIew left behind her mother and father. After attending 
she plans to return and ~ome a psychologist. 

Students anticipate .acceptance to academies 

Champ ~evel. 
Students of the month for 

january were sophomore Alicia 
Goetz, junior Isabelle Taylor, 
and senior Renita Washington. 
National Honor Society commit
tee members will choose · the 
February winners soon . 

Mrs. Vickie Anderson, Cen
tral Spanish teacher, is running 
for the presidency of the Omaha 
Education Association . The 
2,750 staff members of the 
Omaha Public Schools will vote 
on April 14. 

Thespian club 'wi II attend the 
Nebraska Thespian Convention 
at Kearney State College on 
February 21 -22. They will com, 
pete in dialogue and a one act 
play . The judges will be drama 
professors from Nebraska col 
leges and universities. 

Spanish club will sponsor 
Pan-American games on March 
1 at Central. The games that will 
be included are basketball , soft 
ball , and football. All foreign 
languages will compete against 
each other for the top score. 
Each foreign language club will 
have separate teams for each 
sport. 

DECA members are com
peting against other Nebraska 
high schools during February 
13-15. The competition in lin-
coln includes the areas of 
general marketing, merchandis
ing, and restaurant service. 

Matt Pospisil======= 

While many students are ap
plying to colleges, a few have 
decided to apply to institutions 
that are "boot camps where 
you're up at 5 am doing jumping 
jacks," senior Randy Underwood 
explained. 

Both Randy and John Skoog, 
senior, have applied to military 
academies as well as colleges. 
Randy is interested in West Point 
Military Academy' and Annapolis 
Naval Academy. John has ap
plied to Annapolis. 

"The biggest step in applying 
to an academy is the process of 
Congressional nomination ," , 

John said. He explained that the 
process involved essays, forms, 
and an ' interview before a 
nominating co·mmittee. 

Academic ability 
John said that of the 15,000 

applicants only 6,000 are 
selected. " Next it's narrowed 
down to 2,000 people by testing 
physical fitness and academic 
ability. Only 1,300 will enter the 
Naval Academy's class," John 
said. 

Although John was fascinated 
by the Air Force Academy as a 
child, he decided the Naval 
Academy was his best choice 
because "I feel the academy is 

We accept MasterCard 

Visa. checks o r cash 

5008 DODGE ST. 
558-0518 

Free Liter of Pop 
With the Purchase 
of any Pizza and 
This Coupon (except Mini) 

par with Ivy League schools," 
John said. 

Because Randy finds it hard to 
find time to study, he feels the 
"structured environment" will be 
a postive factor in his overall 
education. 

"No matter how tough it is, it 
probably will be good for a per
son," John said. He explained 
that even though the heavy class' 
load includes 20 credit !;lours a 
semester, students are only 
allowed to study three hours per 
night. . 

Randy said that although his 
family was very supportive they 

felt the final decision 
him. John's parents 
encouraging; " they 10 
hope I pursue it to its 
tent." 

Randy and John ag 
one of the bad aspects 
academies is the 'time 
away from home. 
said that some of the 
aspects may be deman 
" mentally I can handle 

''I've gone this far , 
something to be proud of. 
said. " It offers a challe 
can't sit behind a desk 
the world ." 

Home of the Soft 
& Chewy Cookie 

• 12 Varieties .4aily • Special Orde rs 
• Personalized, decorated Cookie-a-grams.in fou r sizes 

" A Cookie for any occasion" 

NOW OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK • 
Parkfair Shopping Mall 341-3056 
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hinese student faces difficulties, -changes in U.S. 

photo by Shanda Brewer 

Li points out her homeland on a map. Although it is difficult 
derstand her teachers, Ming ti is hoping to improve her 

ish skills at Central. 

scheduling impossible 

Gerry Huey======= 
. Many 'people know the feeling 
of 'alienation that comes with 
entering a new school. At times, 
making new { riends can be dif
ficult. It becomes even more dif
ficult when one can not speak 
the same language as everyone 
else. 

Sophomore Ming Li faces 
these difficulties everyday. She 
is from the People's Republic of 
China_ Even though she can read 
and write English, she has a dif
ficult time carrying on a conver
sation in English. Ming has 
recently enrolled at Central to 
better her English skills. 

School difference 
The main reasqn Ming Li has 

come to America and Omaha is 
to live with her mother, who is 
currently employed at · the 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center. 

Ming Li is still having trouble 

adjusting to her new lifestyle. 
She likes living in America, but 
when asked if she would go back 
to China , she answered, "Of 
course." 

Ming Li points out that the 
main difference between school . 
in China and school in A~erica 
is the length of time students 
spend in school. In China 
students spend the whole day in 
school , whereas here at Central 
'students are at school for seven 
hours. 

In addition students in China 
are unable to choose what 
classes they want to take. All 
their' classes are preset for the 
occupational field that they 
choose. 

Ming Li was also surprised at 
how students have classes in dif
ferent rooms. In China school is 
conducted mostly in one 
classroom. 

Though school in China might 

sound difficult, students receive 
a three hour break at noon, add· 
ed Ming Li. 

Ming Li is presently enrolled 
in six classes including word 
study , English , reading , 
geometry , computers , and 
aerobics. She explains that it is 
difficult for her to understand 
her teachers. 

Homesickness 
" I sometimes understand. 

sometimes not. I hope I will be 
able to understand more and 
more," said Ming Li . 

She admits that she feels 
homesick. In China, she lives in 
the city of Guangzhou in the pro
vince of Guang Dong. 

Though China is a country 
that is currently behind in 
technology, it is quickly develop
ing into a modern country_ She 
feels that with all the changes, 
China will soon be a rich 
country . 

raduation remain$ May 31 despi~e conflicts, complaints 
Murray======= 

ically, Friday and Satur
graduations have not caus-
ny problem~ for Jewish 

However, since some 
'ons celebrate the Sabbath 

iday and Saturday it . has 
some concern. 

s year, according to prin
Dr. G.E. Moller, complaints 
been made by a few Jewish 

lies because of Central's 
n on Saturday, May 31, 

am. 
. Moller did not think this 

Id be a problem because it 
been in the past. "Last 

year graduation was on a Satur
day anc;l we didn't have any pro
blems so I assumed there 
wouldn't be any problems this 
year," Dr. Moller said. 

Alternate dates 
He said that in the past Omaha 

Public Schools had a specific 
order of graduation_ The same 
school would always graduate 
first and another school would 
always graduate sec ond and so 
on . 

Some of the high schools did 
not like that, particularly the 
high school that graduated its 
seniors first and the high school 

SlGNNOW. 
NLATER. 

It's simple_ 'It's smart. It's guaranteed training in 
skill you want. It's the Army's Delayed Entry 

n.n ..... ""', and here's how it works: 
While you're still a senior in high school, you 
pick one of the over 300 skills we offer for train~ 
Qualify for your skill, and the Army will reserve 

for you in that training school. 
Once you graduate, am training becomes avail~ 
you're in. Guaranteed. 
You'll be learning a skill that you know is right 

. Anything from communications to military 
It's up to you, with the Delayed Entry 

Find out more by calling your local Army 

u.s. Army Recruiting Station 
Park Fair Center, 3rd Level 
Omaha, NE 68102 

221 -4721 I . 

that graduated its seniors last. 
These schools complained to the 
superintendent's office, and the. 
administration changed so that 
all high schools ' alternate 
graduation dates. 

The date and time of gradua
tion for every high school is set 
five to six years in advance. 

"No other school had any pro
blems arise with their students 
when the graduations were on a 
Friday or Saturday," Dr. Moller 
said. 

This year when some Cen
tralites complained about the 
date, Dr. Moller began working 

. k ,;· 
I · , . '1J-( / .' ~..-

I . ' / 
~ 'Y" -_. 

9006 MJple St. 57 1-0101 
..... t . I. 

on it. "When I learned of the pro
blem, I called the superinten
dent's office, and they couldn't 
do anything about it," Dr. Moller 
said. -

Exchanging dates 
Dr. Moller then called the 

other OPS high schools to see if 
anyone could exchange dates· 
with Central. As it turned out, 
only two other high schools 
could change dates, North and 
Souty. 

North's graduation is schedul
ed on Friday and that still would 

. have been a problem for Jewish 

students . South's principal 
checked with he'r faculty , and 
they did not want to change their 
date. 

Dr. Moller believes that even 
if an alternative date comes up, 
it is too late' to change the date. 
"The preparations are being 
made now; the graduation an
nouncements are already being 
printed ." 

The last day of school for 
seniors is May 22, and they will 
gra'duate nine days later on May 
31, at 10 a.m. at the Civic 
Auditorium . 

Present This Ad and Receive 
Your First Tanning Session 
FREE With No Otfligation. 

73'65 PACIFIC ST. 
390-0677 



Kurt Hubler=' ==== 

\ 
In 1980, President Jimmy v' ·'"·r._" ....... · '2r1';. · t ·~'" decision of boyeot-

ting the Summer Olympics in of the Soviet Union's 
invasion of Afghanistan. '" 

President Carter then took fuither 'actiOn by reinstating the re
quirement for all American males to register with Selective Service 
within 30 days after their 18th birthday. . 

In the event of a national crisis, those registered would be 
selected to serve in the armed forces. _ 

To apply, one simply fills out a standard registration card at 
any local post office, which asks for his name, address, s?Cial securi
ty and telephone number. The process of completing the form and 
re~urning it to the postal clerk takes about five minutes. 

"No remarks" 
"We get about two or three a day who come to register," said 

Mr. Philip Carpenter, postal clerk. "They just sign up with no 
remarks; some even feel it is their ·responsiblity. There is no draft, 
this is just a system to be used in.case of an emergency." 

The United States Congress, generally under presidential order, 
decides whether an emergency situation should be considered a 
crisis to begin draft procedures. 

Ms. Chris Bitzer, public affairs officer of Selective' Services in 
region six, located in Denver, said that registration is necessary for 
the nation's defense. 

"It is a cheap insurance policy," Ms. Bitzer said. "The primary 
function is to save time and have a list of those that can protect 
the country in a big hurry. 

"The biggest misunderstanding about the registration is that 
once the males sign the card, they will immediately join the ,army, 
which is not the case. It is just a collection of names for emergency 
preparation. 

"America has a very equitable draft system known as the lot· 
tery , and it gives everyone the same chances as everyone else," she 
said. 

Letter of "rlcnl"'w\, .. I'I, 

"We also do not give any other 
who have registered ," Ms. Bitzer 
formation sharing business and 
received is stored in the computer 

_ Soon after one has registered 
then sent to his address. 

The letter contains a number 
tion. The male's name will stay 0 

until after his 26th birthday. 
"One must hang on to th~ 

time; 
irement 

ing Partnership Act, 
work for the federal 

states offering financial aid 
become el.igible. 

s males that are turning 18 do 
'-;:" , . ;. I~ ;;[ · -·"·"-er refuse or forget to do so. 

" Reminder messages are sent to those 
who have not registeredln the given time," Ms. Bit~er said . "There 
are about two or three chances by mail to register, but even if they 
do not do it after that, we will not go out to look for them because 
it is not our job." . 

It is, however, the job of t!'te Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) to find those who have delayed their registration period long 
enough. 

The penalties are a maximum fine of $250,000, and/or five years 
in jail. 

Special agent Charles Wiley, public affairs manager for the FBI 
in Omaha, explained that investigating registration violations is a 
responsibility that falls directly on the FBI. 

" Lists of those who have not registered are given to the U.S. 
Attorney," agent Wiley said. "Tile Selective Service will then ad· 
vise the U.S. Attorney on whether or not the circumstances call for 
an FBI investigation and prosecution . 

Willful violations 
"Warrants for their arrests can be issued if the violations are 

Willful, " he continued. "These people will eventually be caught and 
subject to the fines and penalties. " , . 

Those' arrested are taken to district court and may face a con-· . 
victed felony situation although there have been no cases in the 
Omaha area. 

" This day and 'age, it is not a priority of ours because of the 
social situation in the Midwest," Agent Witey said. "People do what 
they have to do." 

'That is mainly the opinion Central males have about registra 
tion. Most of those who have turned 18 have registered while those 
who have not said they will very soon. 

David Day,.senior, asked, " Who else can you depend on? I can
not see why anybody would not defend the country in which they 
live." 
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, . _ _ photo iI Berman 

hill over ""em~rl~! Park~ It Is'dedlc~~edjO the men and women "who 
orld War II, the Korean; C0!1~lct;, anch the Vietnam War; -' . 

, 

patriotisT'JA affectS. · . 
ip with , Ri;is$.ia .,~ 

~. - ." 
. .." \ r "" , -<0, "s . 

"The basic .obstacle to understan~ing Is.l,ack of . 
.. " • 'I 
... (.,:·,4 

:.f';'~ ;' .: David Shfpler 
..., . \; . 

knowledge." '. 

• " '""" ~L ~ . ..i . '. ~ . ' -
themselves and for thel~,go,v~m. '. < Incl~drng the Sovie~ · Onion, he 
ment, con~inued Dr. Mans. They' added. ' '.~. 
are "horrified by the realism,lhat ,', "";~ ~~rhe e!lsy news i~ al!;negativ~ · .' 
sometimes these standards"carl'l ,news," he",continued;: ~'and for . :, " 
be m'et, resu~ting In.-disenchant. ' .,!:iha( y?u don't ~~ve.:t<?, ~~t up ; 
ment wi.th . the:~O\,IntrY.". i'. ,:',_ fro~ ~your televisIon. ~t. Th~ 

The patriotism ·that ·exlst!i"'lo. . ' facts' are aV,ailable f<?f an¥one , 
day plays a significant 'rs>le In the ' ~ho wants to look for tl)~m I.~ an ~ 
Unit~d St~te(relati91)~~fp with . • ?,pen ~o~lety .like Amer!~a,. but 
RUSSIa. "We Qeed to ~n:tphasize .: f!l~()re' lmmedlate an~ ·.u~lqUltous .', 
the positiv~ aspect~ ,of AJtlt:rICa, , !Ources of, InformatJor:'l,,;~re more . 
and that's ~h,at p.atr.lbtism ~h.!s. ~:, easil~ dls~<?rted,by po!~t)cal..ra~s 
done,': said. Mr. Clyde LinEQln;'~:, a'ld Insl.dious stereoty~s. , 
Central SOCIal studies .teacher. '.' . AP'lencans tend to beheve ~hat 

But Americans' m.ay~, have ',; ali'. Russians are cQmmumsts, _ 
overemphasized ' the positive, . said' Mr .'Semrad, bu(ln reality 
said Mr. David 'Shipler ' it '21'\ ,0f,li,Y "five~rcent ofthe Soviet 
~ovember; 10, ;1985 •. artjcle.:-!n :.,pop\:4lallon is even al.'pwe~ t~ 
The New· York-',.tJm'es :,· J~I/"I the C0!'1munlst ~rty. ,By "" 

Magazine~" "We use the Russians ". ~ -the ~rrie token, the RUSslans'are ~: ' 
to define ~ur~elves ;. '.. our~... 'not gIven an accurate ~Jct~.re of .:.: . 
freedom, -their sl~veryj :' QUi' the"Unlted States,.he',sald. Rus· '.1 

wealth, their J>9vertyj our hones;; sial) new~papers ·dwell on, ",' 
ty, their ,deceitj ." our 'American unemployment, drug , 
righteousness"thelr .sl,lt)verslonj de~ndaney, ~nd crime." ,. 
our peaceful . Jnte~ions, their Tt'le m!~concepti~:)Os that 
warlike mllitarismj our' robust Americans , and Russl~ns have . 
private enterprise, th~.ir stfflinij ' for , each other , only", result In , 
state socialism," . Mr, Shlpler "more friction, more·tur~ulence, 
explained~ '; . ana more prejudice bet~een the 

People tend to fo(m opinions ' two .nations'," said senior Karen 
about the Russian people based - Grush. 
on what the media presents "It's difficult," saidJunior Joel 
about the Russl8ln government, 'Johnson, "to g~t along wh~n 
said Mr. Lincoln. "The basic each country is working for Its 
obstacle to' understanding Is lack own ideals, and eve!y0ne thinks 
of .. knowledge, " wrote Mr. that his 'beliefs and I~eas are the 
Shlpler. Americans are not well· best. I'm sure there s hope, but 
informed about othercountrles, not In the near future." 

. ~ CHS t.e·ache'rs s'hare 
fears • war memorles, 

T~dd Peppers==""";'==== 

The senior year of high school brings such new experiences as 
college applications, yoting', and becoming a legal adult. But one 

.. ~ ., .. );. ....... ~ , ... ~~ ., . . 

more serious aspect of high school is the fact that 18·year·old males . 
have \Q si~n ./Up with the sel.e~tiv~ se~~i~~ Y(.i~h this, ·~iJlniflg ; Tale~ . .. ~.t t 4: 1 

_ students realize the more frightenmg part ~f bEjComing a legal aault, _ 
that someday they might be called upon to fight for their country. 

History teacher Mr. Paul Semrad went through the suspense 
of possibly being drafted. "When I was a senior in high schoo'l, the 
Vietnam War was in full swing and there was actually a draft, unlike 
today," he said. "The government came out with a lottery system 
where the young men eligible for the draft drew numbers. 

"I drew number 68, which was a low number, and I had to live 
with the possibility that I might be sent to Vietnam, " Mr. Semrad 
said... . , 

Mr. Semrad attended college and received a draft deferment. 
The deferment was not a cancellation of the draft for Semrad, but 
a postponement while he attended college. "I had to keep a certain 
grade point average or I'd become eligible for the draft again; you 

- could say it was a certain extra motivation to do well in school." 
, When askeCl if he was frightened, Mr. Semrad replied, "I 

wouldn't say I was scared, but it was on my mind a lot. I knew if 
I was drafted I'd go. My schoal friends and I felt we had a military 
obligation to serve our c.ountry." 

. Military obligation 

War became not a fear but a reality for two Central teachers. 
Mr. John Bleak, social studies teacher, and Mr. John Keenan, 
English teacher, served their country in times of war. Neither man 
was drafted but instead volunteered to iight . . 

"\. signed up in 1942 because it was my big chance to fly," . Mr. 
Bicak said. Mr. Bleak went to an aviation cadet program before be· 
ing sent to Italy in 1942 as a second lieutenant. 

"I flew bombing missions in a "8·24 over 'Germany for a year 
and was the plane's bombardier," said Mr. Bicak. "I was.neverwound· 
ed; but I had friend~ who were killed. The first few times your friends 
are killed you are in shock, but after that one almost gets used to it." 

Mr. Bicak serv~d for 27 years and retired because "~II the en· 
joyment out of flying was gone." Had Mr. Bieak not retired he would . 
have gone to Vietnam; and he says "I sympathized with the kids who 
did not want to serve in the Vietnam war, but I, being a professional 
soldier, would .have gone. It was a very difficult time and I. guess 
I would have helped my own son go to Canada and avoid being 
drafted if he wal1ted . .'~ · ' 

Demarcation zone 
Mr. Keenan was'commissioned as a second lieutenant in ROTC 

and was sent to Kor~a in 1953. 
"I was lucky because I di(:f not see combat since I was in the 

· demarcation zone. I missed combat by two mqnths. When ·1 arrived 
in Korea, there was an armistice that is still in effecf-today." . 

"Even though I was not in combat, the war made me more ap· 
preciative of what I,have," Mr. Keenan said. "Living in a tent for a 
year, one sbower a week, one change of clothes a week, all of these 
factors really made you miss home.'" 

Mr. Keenan said hi's most frightening moment of serving in 
Korea came when the're was an exchange of prisoners .betweeen 
North and South Korea. "The North Korean prisoners were given 
the choice to go elthe~north or south. Hundreds of the pri,soners 
wanted to go to South Korea and were all marched · there:~ 

"We feared that they wer~ stiJI Communists ~nd would ~um and 
form guerilla groups beh.ind us. The w~ole unit was up f?f 36. hours, . 

· and it took us a while.to 'calm down," Mr. Keenan saId. ' , 
, Mr: Bicak could not fe,member a frightening moment of v:tir, 

· but inste8cl commented on a bizarre experience he had. tIme 
a Getman pilot radioed our bombing formation that ~he 
was too loose and we "'ad-better tighten it up. The 
ed a few moments later. I think the German pilot 
cocky." ; 
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Modelstudents: Centralites expand horizo 
Mike Meehan==--... """,,== 

Most people associate high 
school with a place to learn and 
plan their careers, but a few Cen· 
tralites have already started their 
future in the area of modeling. 

"I got started when I was about 
three," senior Val Spittler said. 

Junior shiHi Drier said, "My 
brother is a photographer and 
last summer we went to 
Elmwood Park and shot some 
pictures of me." 

Senior Kurt Goetzinger ex· 
plained how he became in· 
terested in modeling last year 
when his girlfriend started taking 
classes. Kurt recently graduated 
from International Modeling 

School , which is one of many 
modeling, agencies in the 

Omaha area. Sophomores Amy 
Havelka and Renee Ryan have 
also attended classes at 
International. 

Price differences 

In addition to the International 
School of Modeling, Nancy 
Bounds Modeling School at· 
tracts a large number of Cen. 
tralites. Senior Jill Stommes is 
attending Nancy Bounds 
because of a recent scholarship 
she won in the Omaha Junior 
Miss contest. According to Jill , 
it cost $1500 to attend eight 
months of classes. Amy said the 

price was 'the same at 
International. 

" Nine·and·a·half dollars is 
what it cost me for five months," 
Kurt said. He explained that the 

price difference was because 
men are relatively . new to the 
schooL Kurt graduated in only 
the second group to contain 
men. "About two·thirds of the 
class were girls, but more men 
were signing up," Kurt said. 

Attending an .expensive 
modeling school does not 
automatically guarantee steady . 
work . After appearing on a 
House of Genji and'h Price Store 
commericals, Kurt has only 

made $15. In contrast to this Val 
Spittler and Shari Dreir have 
made more money at modeling. 
Val has appeared on the CO.Op 
Art commeriqll and in a 
brochure ' for Richard Young 
Memorial Hospital. Shari said 
she has done most of her model. 
ing for Richman Gordman. 

Runway modeling 

"There are three different 
kinds of modeling, " Kurt said, 
"TV, photography, and runway 
modeling which they use in 
fashion sl)ows." Kurt said he is 
mostly interested in TV model. 
ing because he would like to be 
an actor. Kurt stated that he 

would like to model in 
because in order to 
America -a man must be I 

6 feet tall. 

" If you are a girl you 
be 5 feet 7 inches to 
New York," Renee Ryan 

Keeping in shape 
creasingly important to 
"Aerobics is real big. " 

All of the students said 
tending modeling school 
affect their ac ade 
quirements. "The c 
after .school and only 
'week so there wasn't any 
with school, " Kurt said. 

Students have opportunity to play teache 

·!7oud~~ 
{jJ~ (jla&w 

[jJtIUUl& ~ claw 
!7tde/vg-~ .~ 

Students teach a variety of languages to elementary schools. Cen
tralites teach French, Spanish, German and Latin to grade school 
children. 

.. ... ) . r. , 

Don Benning======= 

Creating a lesson plan, dittos, 
name tags are all things many 
Central ites had the opportunity 
to do last sem·ester. 

The program, started by Mrs. 
Gretchen Schutte, foreign 
language department head, 
enables Central foreign 
language students to teach a 
foreign language to elementary 
students. Mrs. Schutte started 
the program in 1979 and it has 
grown ever since. 

All Omaha Public Schools 
(OPS) elementary schools and a 
few private schools_are eligible 
to participate. In OPS, students 
in grades one through six are 
given an opportunity to learn, 
whereas private schools give 
seventh graders the chance. 

Alphabet 
A teacher interested in having 

her students learn a foreign 
language, will notify Mrs. 
Schutte and request a time and 
particular language to be taught 
to her class. Interested Cen. 
tralites are then chosen to teach . 

\ 

Mrs. Schutte said she looks for 
a student who is capable, willing, 
and responsibl!'! . The student 
must also have a language class 
and study hall back to back in 
order to give ample time to drive 
to the school and return . 

The students teach for a half 
hour once a week for six weeks. 
Teaching for the most part is 
done in pairs. The teachers pre. 
~ent mainly basic material to 
their students. The alph{lbet, 
numbers, colors , animals, and 
common greetings are a few ex· 
amples of what is taught. How 
the material is presented is up to 
the student, Mrs. Schutte said. 

Bingo cards 
All four foreign languages 

have students teaching their 
respective languages to area 
students. " It wasn't as easy as I 
thought, but it really was a lot of 
fun and worthwhile, " junior Sara 
Story said . 

Senior Tracy Ku'nz who taught 
Latin at St. Pius made Latin 
bingo cards for his students and 
gave candy bars as pri zes. " It is 
a lot of fun and the kids pick up 

really fast . They are e 
about what is being ta 
Tracy explained . 

Junior Kelly Penry 
fourth graders at St. Ma 
Mary' s. " It's good 
municating with kids , and 
enjoy learning from so 
their own age," Kel!y said. 

"Intimidated at first " 
Kelly explained how she 

intimidated at f) rst, but she 
the program " really helped 
think fast on my feet. " 

Senior Heather Car 
taught German to fifth g 
at St. Pius. She said t 
was " rewarding and so 
chalienging , but the ki ds 
times were uncooperat ive. 

" I feel the program is a 
success," Mrs. Schutte 
" Everyone seems to be doi 
great job, and it helps 
younger students to take 
foreign language." 

" It is important to expose 
at a younger age to the b 
of a foreign language. " she 
"The prog ram , I hope, wiI.1 
tinue with great succesS. 
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yslexia:- student overcomes learning disability 
d· . f . I ' - ..• ;.;.; •.. -•.•.•.•.•. .; •.....• -.-.-.-•.• -•.• -.-.-.-.'.·.·. -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-4-.-.-.-.-r.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-'-'-"'-'-~I:"" -,',- "- -,- - - - - . . . - - -- -. - - - - - -- - - - . - . -- .. - - .. , .. - .. 

f K I rea In~lna orelgn anguageandl~dnl 
nnier ~ema~ koowwh~"m~~." 

Ten percent of the school population Sean's dyslexia stemmed from con· 
some form of learning disabilities, centrating on separate words so hard that T..O ·un\.. ~"1. -fanL . '- \t·l/e.Xt·a,· l~la't)t·ue \0 ~ .. r a 

ether it is dyslexia or al)other form of he didn't grab any meaning from them or' 1.f- '~ltj'~ ~'- II ",. 6 \f; 
blity, said Mrs. Joyce Kramer, Omaha the sentence. Eventually he' became so · _\ ~ 

blic Schools edu~ational supervisor for frustrated he stopped doing homework mOfll~ut t Ult ,-,ou; . ,ultratiu't) . i\ wuol~ ~e ot 
'capped students. Dyslectic.s tend to because he couldn't see the use of doing \!: 6 

erse letters such as "b" for "d," twist work he couldn't understand. -\ ' ~ \fhJtt·-Y.,'t) UO\f "It-ea\ .1001 al . U11lb let. 
rds such as "was" for-"saw," and' have "Ldidn't ever tell anybody about my ,-,atJ~ ~p ~r \:: ,., 6 '- " ~ ~ . ~ j.j .~ 
culty in sequential thinking. problem. You're afraid to tell anyone you \.. \ ~ • . .I . '. . 
"Almost all dyslectics have average or don't understand it because you would feel an~ {!11'~t~n as tlJt t lemen)e. 

ve intelligence. but most are working stupid," Sean said. . . 
rely below their poten'tial," 'said Dr. ' "It's difficult if a child is humiliated by 

hn Hill . learning disabilities coordinator it because they J!:VIII recoil from it. They get To cfdyslectic, this jumbled sentence might appear normal. Oyslectics tend to-reverse 
the Meyer Rehabililitation lnstitute in a lot of negatives from being dyslectic, so letters such as "p" for "q" and twist words. such as "was" for saw." This graphic 
ha. "Almost all kids will produce some you have to provide a way for t~em to keep was taken from "Better Homes and Gardens," August, 1984. . 
reve~als.buttheluckykids~rethe ris~n9andtty~," Dr. Hill explained .• 
who~lkorrectthem~v~." '~~cliliebe~~~cl~~inga ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .-••••••••••••••••••••••• ---. • ••••••••••••••••••••• !. ••• :.":i' •••••• •• :, 
Inadditiontoletter~ve~als.Centrel dys~ctic~tohavekidsthinkofwr"ingas~·~~~~~~'~~~'~~~~~~~~'~~~~~ 

rc.e teacher Ms. Michele Smith said talking on paper . . Here all that counts i.s This method worked welt for Sean. "I often •• this may not be very popular with the 
lectlCS often have trouble spelling and . thoughts on the paper; they can recopy It used to flip through a 'Sports Illustrated' students, Mrs. Kramer said. "A student who 

unding out words. "In a very small child and .check their spelling later." . and just look at the pictures, but now I read has difficulty reading will not be the one 
u will .see it in t~eir poor handwriting "Sometimes !J,Yslectics g~t doubl7· the captions and the artic1e~." to"pick up a book for leisure." 
Ich ~Ight be. legible to them but not to crossed because ~t,~ not wtta~ s o~ their "Most schools have a separate cur· "There is a tendency in our sOciE:h',to 

hers. she said. paper-that counts It s what the Idea IS. The riculum for learning disabled students. At think that if you can name something you 
"Indentifying a dyslectic, is a-long pro· student could read his assignment to the other- schools the children wouldn't have to can fix it." Dr. Hill explained. "People in the 
where I look at their oral reading, teacher and do just as we.ll as everyone take English and write themes, they would medical professioll use the formal term 

ent reading. and comprehension skills," else." Dr. Hill said. . only have to write paragraphs,"· Ms. . dyslexia to identify what educators now call 
source teacher MS,--Oianne Sedlacek OUler methods of treating dyslexia in· Sedlacek' said. a learning disability." 
id. She added that dy'slectics sometimes. c1ude drawing lines under the first letter of She added that all the learning disabl· "Dyslexia is _a term of ignorance, 

frustrated when trying to combine words so the dyslectic knows where the ed at Central take.a regular academic load. which literally ' translated means -word 
to form words. word begins ~~nd Iisten.ing to taped exer· but , the difference is they come to the sickness. This causes all kinds of 

"Often behavior problems go along cises that correspond to reading material, resource center .one period every dayJor stereotypes about dyslectics when we ac-
h dyslexia because a student be~omes Mrs. 'Kramer said. . extra help. " We're not doing as much tually only see very few children with this 

rated or angry because he's not able Using words in context and teaching ' remediation as we would like to in the specific learning disability," Dr. Hill said. 
read as well as others," Mrs. Kramer said. the student to skim for the main idea rather classroom." Ms. Smith said. "But this is "It seems a stigma is attached to the word 

Some. not all of the characteristics than concentrate on each word also helps, because the kids are needing more help that makes kids embarrrassed to go to 
noticable in Sean, a sophomore, who ·Mrs. Smjth said. "But sometimes if a with their course work than their study special education classes." , 

not to be identified. "I could read dyslectic reads out loud1he only pays atten· skills." As for Sean he says he doesn t need 
ry out loud." Sean said, "but I wouldn't tion to pro!1ouncing the words correctly, so While Dr. Hill Silys tile key to overcom· any more help with dyslexia. just more time 

what I just said~ It was as if I was it is better fo~ him to read to hi~self:" ing dyslexia is overlearning and reading to read and do his homework. 

photo by Shanda Brewer 
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students brighten their days by decorating their lockers with magazine clippings of models, 
groups, and movie stats. . 

Pictures of rock stars 
brighten metal lockers 
Don Benning __ ..... ___ -=-==-

Many Centralites feel a locker is-a place to throw some books ' 
and a coat while in school. However, many Centra lites use their 
locker as an outlet for their likes, dislik~s. and political taste·s. 

When-walking down a hall a person might be surprised at the 
number of students who have taken the time and effort to decorate 
their lockers. Several students put up pictures of violence and nudity. 
According to security aide Mr. George Taylor. this is not allowed. 
" I don't think it is the right place for those pictures. It can be 
degrading and distracting to the school environment." senior .Mary 
Burnes said. 

Other students are not offended by graphic pictures in lockers. 
" I think they (the pictures) are pretty cool . as along as you're not 
a prude " junior Mark Fuller said. 

Mr.' Taylor said that he checks .the lock~rs ~eriodically when 
investigating a tip that something might be Violating the rules such 
as drugs or fire arms. . . . 

"Occasionally I come across pornographic pictures,. and 11m· 
mediately tear them down." he said: "Any~hin~, may go up In a locker 
as long as it is tasteful and not distracting. 
. Mr. Taylor added that although the subject m~terial is varied 
the majority of the students do have tasteful and nondistracting 
material in their lockers. . . 

Sophomore Shelley Anderson decor~ted her loc~er With 
magazine clippings of men. " It's better looking than a plain metal 
locker door." Shelley said . 

One student described his locker as making a statement. The 
locker has pictures 'of anti political slogans. graphic antinuclear 
statements and down with "structured" society prppaganda. "A per· 
son should make a statement in and out of school and my locker 
is a way of doing this." said the student who wished not to be 
identified. 

Mr. Taylor said there hasn't been a big problem with students 
getting carried away with locker decorating. " 't.is like having a piece 
of home' at school. " senior Tom Maycock said . 

. \ 
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10 sports------------------~--------------------------

Refs.-must endure 
crowds, 'low wages 

photo by Tim Combs 

The Central crowd cheers as this official announces an Eagle 
basket against Northwest. Central upset Northwest 51·50. 

Dan Rock==---.......... == 

"The referee needs glasses!" 
"Gees, where did they get this guy?" 
"We might as well go home if you're going to call fouls like 

that." 
Such comments are often hurled at officials during games. "We 

refs are human. Sure, the crowd is not going to like every call and 
every referee will admit he has made a bad call, but I hope the crowd 
understands when they're yelling at the referees they're yelling at 
the black and white shirt not the man in it," Mr. Mike Nanos, basket
ball and football official , said . 

The quality of metro referees is sometimes questioned. "There 
ought to be some way coaches could have an input on the grading 
of officiels," Central head coach Mr. Jim Martin said. "We lose a lot 
of good officials because there is as much money in class C and less 
crowd pressure than there is in the metro." 

"Less crowd pressure" 
Another reason may be the price the metro pays officials. In 

Omaha an official is paid $35 dollars for a high school varsity game. 
If the official went to Fremont, he would be paid $50 . If he went 
to Norfolk , he would receive traveling expenses and $80 for a var· 
sity sport. 

"A young referee coming into the business shouldn't eVen con· 
sider the money, he should just get as much experience as he can 
anywhere he can get it," sports official Mr. Robert Lee said . 

"More patterned" 
Although the metro does not pay well, there have been no 

known cases of officials being bribed to affect the outcome of a 
game. 

The differences that occur from one area to another may be 
another problem. 

"When you go to Lincoln to playa basketball game, you have 
to playa totally different type of basketball," senior basketball player 
Chuck Koziol said. 

According to Mr. Lee Lincoln schools playa "more patterned 
type of basketball compared to Omaha's run and gun type of of
fense." 

"Lincoln referees are just as good as Omaha refs . It's just that 
they aren't used to seeing such a fast· paced game and thus call a 
lot more fouls, " Mr. Nanos said. 

The Lincoln refs don't often see Omaha's quicker, bigger, and 
more talented athletes. Thus, "when they see them move, they think 
to themselves 'How could he have gotten there so quickly without 
traveling?'" said Mr. Lee. 

" It's hard to adjust from playing no blood, no foul basketball . 
and the next night not be able to touch anyone," Chuck Koziol said. 

A team may get the official on their side by creating good first 
impressions. "If the team is shooting all their feild goals in warm· 
ups and are dribbling well. then naturally you think this team is bet· 
ter than an unorganized team," Mr. Nanos said. 
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ew rules help education 

Extra 
Point 

the midst of an era when 
tim e athletics is king , 

tors have begun to take a 
No longer will an illiterate 
n be able to receive 

arships for athletic deeds. 
n some drastic cases, those 
pass ing all of their classes 
not be allowed to participate 
ny extracurricular activities. 
football , band, choir, or 
etball. But why is there all 

sudden such a push for these 
gent rules regarding the 

tionship between athletics 
education? It's all in the 

ge. 
"dumb jock" image has 

n written all over athletics. 
to understand why. The 

re of an illiterate,basketball 
r during an inte-rview 

roys the beauty of athletics. 
Monosyllables 
thi s jock is only able to 

e monosyllables and ut
lute nQnsense, the 

jock" image perseveres. 
or unfairly, it is too 

cate to say. But the 
tors saw the problems with 

image and decided it was 
to clean it up. 

Omaha Public .Schools 
relationship ..between 

and athletics lies in 
lax eligibility rule. Theit , 

states that for .an a~,hlete to . 
igible, he ml..lst pass three ' 

the previous · semester. 
on, three credits? 

Well , there . is a new rule 
pushing it to four credits. Still , 
this rule needs guidelin.es. A per· 
son can fail math, English, and 
science courses and still main
tain his eligibility by passing his 
gym and' underwater basket 
weaving classes. Yes, the dark 
side of this rule is shown with 
this example, but the rule is too 

· easy. 
. Eligibility rules 

Football coach WilJiam Reed 
.- sees other problems with the 

eligibility rule. "First of all , to at
tack the educatjon situation is 
good .. However, the people are 
starting from the wron.9 end. Why 
not start some education rules in 
the elementary and junior high 
schools?" 

Coach Reed also commented 
on another weakness of eligibili· 
ty rules. " I sincerely believe that 
Central is a tough, school. It is 
tougher to pass classes and 
maintain a 2.0 grade point 
average (GPA) at Central than at 
other schools. I think this is an 
excellent thing, but if an athlete 
go'es to another school he might 
remain eligible .. ' . 

"Second only to 'God" 
Recently, the state legislature 

of Texas passed the ' most 
stringent of all eligibility rules . 
Simply, it says that a student 
must pass all classes to remain 
eligible. If th.e athlete' fails one 
class, that person is susRended 
for six weeks from all extracur
ricular activities. Yes, this rule is 
incredibly tough, but it may 
work. The rule is telling the kids, 

· "Yo\-! don't play; education 
· comes first." ~ . --

Mr. Edward McDaniel, a 
former Central teacher and now 
resident of Austin, Texas, said, 
"1n a state where athletics is se
cond only to God, the. rule is just 
kiHi'\9 people_" , '. 

"There was a band left with 
ust three members" Mr. 

McDaniel explained, "another 
high school couldn't even find a 
basketball team. The intentions 
are good, but this is what hap
pens when they are too strict. 

"I think they should maintain 
the rules but cut the probation 
time to three weeks. Also, they 
should take a kid's overall GPA 
into account. Even with the pro· 
blems, though, the rules will 
definitely spread to other states." 

The. National ~ollegiate 
Athletic Asoociation (NCAA) has 
just passed new standards to 

~ clean up the act in Division I 
sports. Their new rules say that 
for an athlete to receive a 
scholarship or compete as a 
freshman at the Division I level, 
he must have at least a 2.0 GPA 
and a score of 15 or higher on 

. the American 'College Testing 
(ACT) or a combined Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) total of 700. 

Sliding rule 
For the next two years, 

though, a sliding rule will be in 
effect. This says that if an athlete 
has a 1.8 GPA, he must get a 17 
ACT score or a 740 SAT score. 
If he has a 2.2 GPA, he must 
receive a 13 ACT score or a 
660 SAT score, and so on. 

To many college educators 
the new standards seem flawless. 
" I am in favor of any change 
because.! think kids out of high 
school are so unprepared," ex
plained Creighton University 
head baseball coach Jim 
Hendry. 

" When I taught in the schools 
in Miami 30 to 40 percent of the 
kids in high school were il 
literate. Some of these kids were 
getting their college educations 
paid for by !Sthletic scholar
ships." 

Education is primary . 
Athletics is secondary to it, if not 
even further down t~e list. 

te tradition exists at Central 
are incredibly elusive. 

gotten a hold of, .they 
so much. And why ' 

dn 't they? A state cham
ip, be it individual or 
is something an athlete 

and cherish all 

history of state tourna
and championship teams 
.ral is quite impressive. 
IS year, the boys' tennis 

Won the state champion
the first time since .the ' 

seventies. The football 
took the title crown in ' 
The girls' basketball team 

to back titles in 1983 
984 and has qualified for 

tournament numerous 
times. 

h the closing of another 
season, thoughts of state 

and championships 

begin to fill the minds of many 
Central athletes. One sjJch per
son Is senior Eric Wh(te, a 
member of the 1985' cross coun-

. try team which qu'alified for the 
state tburnament. . ' 

"More publicized" 

" Sometimes it's terrible 
because the athletes .feel a lot of 
pressure to go to state. ~ut then 
again, a state tournament or 
champidnship is something 
special. It's more significant than 
the earlier season, and it makes 
people feel like they've ac
complished something. State is 
more publicized. State is the 
thing everyone (parents, fans, 
and athletes) has waited for. " 
._..Preparation is an essential 
part of a state championship 
team. Of course the team must 
work hard to even get to a state 
tournament, but then the long 
hours become even longer. 

Sophomore Joe Salerno, .a 
two-time defending state tennis 
champion, agrees. "When you 
get to a state tournament , it's 
time to be serious. It's time .to 
'concentrate even more and 
,begi~ to think exaetly how far 
you or yo'ur team can go." , 

Ultimate goal 
And when the individual or 

team has reached the ultimate 
goal, what is the feeling that they 
get? Salerno knows that it .is the 
"best feeling in the world. It's the 
feeling that you've accomplish
ed something incredible. And it's 
even better if you have a close
knit team. That way you can 
share your feelings with them." 

White, however, seems to 
gather all these things into one 
simple statement. " A state 
championship is excellence. Ex
cellence, though, means you are 
the best. No one can take that 
away from you ." 
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Lifting weights Is one of the most essential parts of conditioning. Condi
. tioning will usually continue until the season begins. 

Conditioning . common 
for high school athletics 
Thatcher Davis.=.= ..... = .......... = 

How to keep in shape during the' off·season is a p~oblem many 
athletes face. To keep in shape an athlete may contml,le the past 
workout routine or join anentirelyne..y sport. 

"We encourage the football players to keep as active as possi· 
ble," said Mr. George Grillo. assistant-varsity football coach. "A sport 
such as wrestling will build agility, and a sport such as track will 
build speed and endurance," he said. 

All football players condition during the off-season by par
ticipating in Centtal's powerlifting program. Powerlifting s.tarted as 
a traditional activity betwee_n _seaso.ns to keep t~e players m shape. 

Conditioning is not considered as an actual practice. Many rules 
in var~ity sports clarify the fine line between conditioning and prac
ticing. For example during the summer conditiong class, physical 
contact between football players is prohibited. Physical contact is 
not allowed u'ntil three days after opening day which usually falls 
·in the m iddle of August. ' 

ToAfter the season opens, our players wear their helmets for the 
first .three days for their own protect,ion and because actual pads 
aren't allowed during this period," Coach Grillo said. 

Both baseball and track have s!arted conditioning for their up
coming seasons. The teams meet twe;> or t~ree ti!1les a week and 
work out by lifting weights and runnmg dnl.ls. . . 

6y' conditioning before the season be~ms, the pla~ers bUild 
, bodY 'str~l)gth and gradually work up to phYSical form . ThiS gradual 

build·up helps prevent injury and stress for an athlete. 
. However. some athletes push too hard at the beginning of the 
season. Senior Terry Lewis aggravated his calf muscle by over-
extending himself during condition plymetrics. ' 

"It was the start of conditioning and everyone was pushin,g 
themselves too hard," Terry said. Muscle spasms aggra~ated Terry s 
leg to a greater extent and forced hil!!..to keep . ~ff hiS leg.. . 
, A diverse area of activities will help a promlsJn.g athlete 10 hiS 
or her specific area of interest. " It is an excellent Idea for a.n. o~f
season athlete to participate in more sports and not be .specl~lc . 10 

just one," Coach Grillo sa id . "This will help the athlete 10 their 10-

dividualized sport." 
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·M ·ustan Eagles -d'own 
' 1 . ' 

• to glve-
Thatcher Davis . . 

coach ~50th w . _ . 

Senlor Chuck Koziol powers his way through the Millard North 
defense. The Eagles beat the Mustangs in a close game .last Fri
day night. 

The number five ranked Cen: 
tral Eagles upped their record to 
13·3 by downing eighth . ran~ed 
Millard North 50-47 at Millard 
North before an estimated crowd 
of 1,800. 

The game, which. was played 
last Friday, 'was Coach James 
Martin 's 250th win as a high 
school 'Coach. " , 

Although Central opened th..,e 
game playing a zone defense, 
they quickly switched to man·to· 
man coverage. 

" I like to start a game with 
zone defense," said Coach Mar· 
't in, "we switched to man·to·man 
because our scouting reports 
said they were deadly outside 

-shooters and they had been hit· 
ting from the .comers. " I 

Despite the switch: in defense, 
Central was down to Millard 
North 10-16 at.the end cif the 
fi rst period. By the half, the 
Eagles had pulled within two, 
28·30. 

"We felt like we had to come 
out and play harder because we 

Sidelines 
Boys' varsity basketball team 

raised its record to a sparkling 
12·3 with ' a 73·55 win over 
Ralston and a 51 ·50 thriller vic· 
tory over Northwest. The Eagles 
were led by senior Mike 
Beasley's 22 points and senior 
Shane Sessions' 16 points in 

Former Oak,land Raider 
comes back to teach 

. beating the Huskies for the first 
/ time in nearly ten years. 

Boys' junior varsity continued 
to' have tough times with a 57·50 
loss to an experienced Nor. 
thwest team and a 58·53 loss to 
Ralston. 

Girls' varsity basketball con· 
tinu~d to have a successful 
season with wins over Northwest 
and Ralston . The #6 rated Lady 
Eagles raised their record to a -
spectacular 12·4. 

Girls' junior varsity followed 
suit with a 52·20 win over Nor· 
thwest and a 37 ·17 victory over 
Ralston. 

Wrestling team lost duals to 
Millard North and to ' South 

. 43·21. Senior Wendell Duncan 
upset the number thre~ state 
ranked wrestler from South at 
132 pounds, 7 -4. Junior Freddie 
Williams won the 119·pound 
championship while sophomore 
Mike Warner won the 167·pound 
title at the Bellevue West 
Invitational, 

The Register would like to 
apologize for the misspelling of 
social studies teacher Mr. Jim 
Galus' name In the last Issue. 

Dan Rock:===== ..... ===-== 

Mr. Stan Standifer, physical 
education teacher, does more 
than smile when he sees a Lite 
beer commerciaLfeaturing John 
Madden or Ben Davidson.-When 

'Coach Standifer sees one ' of 
these commercials , he 
remembers back to 'the day 
when he was a part of their 
" family." 

Mr. Standifer was a part of 
their family because he played 
tight end for the Oa'kland 
Raiders in .1 970. "Being pa.rt of 
the Raiders was like being a part 
of a family, not just a team," said 
Mr. Standifer. 

Mr. Standifer was a part of the 
team with great players like Ken. 
ny Stabler, Ben Davidson, Willy 
Brown, George Blanda, and was 
coached by John Madden. 

Coach Standifer began receiv. 
ing recognition in football when 
he attended Omaha North High 
School. 1n his senior year he was 
named to the all·metro and an. 
state teams. From there he went 

·to the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha (UNO) where he played 
tight end: 

While attending UNO, Coach ' 
Standifer bes:ame a free agent 
fo r the National Football 
League. "The Raiders contacted 
me one day and I went to ' try 
out," Mr. Standifer said. 

Coach Standifer was placed 
on the special teams unit and 
also played tight end sometimes. 
When the Raiders played the 
Green Bay Packers on national 

television, Mr. .St~ndifer played 
the entire game as tight end. 
"That game was really fun. The 
commentators made a big··d~al 

about me and the folks back ' 
home got' to see a lot of me," 
commented Coach Standifer. 

At the end of the. 1970 season, 
- Mr. Standifer was put on waivers. 
Mr. Standifer took his leave of 
absence and came back to 
Omaha. ' "When I went to the 
Raiders, I didn't have a degree 
from college. Pro· football for me 
was a life long dream; ' when I 
knew I wasn't going to maRe it 
there, I'had to make the decision 
to come back to Omaha - and 
earn my degree," said Mr. Stan. 
difer. 

Coach Standifer still im. 
presses on youth that education 
is very important and should 
come before sports. He uses 
Iowa Hawkeye Iinebacke~ Larry 
Station , an academic all . 
American originally from Cen. 
tral, as an exarTlple o( what 

. athletes should strive for. ' 
After Coach Standifer earned 

his degree in physical edUcation, 
he began teaching at McMillan 
Junior High School before com. , 
ing to Central in 1972. Now that 
Mr. Standifer is back on the high 
school level , he can draw con. 
trasts between high school and 
professional football. " Football 
is mainly the same sport 
wherever you go. In the pros, 
however, there is very little con. 
tact. They work a lot more on 
tee niqut' '' 

wanted the win for Coach-Mar· 
tin," said senior Shane Sessions. 

Combined with this feeling pf 
. " playing harder" .and the cons:
tant pressure on 'Millard' North's 
high·§coring ,€enter; Central was 

(in the lead 48-47 with a Uttle 
over tell seconds I{:!ft in the 
game. At this point Sessions put . 
up a sfiotthat . mi ssed, and 
M illard North had one more 
chance at the game. 

" I was ! rying to pull a foul, " he 
said, "when they rebounded I felt 
sick." 

Coach Martin , however, felt 
Sessions shO'uld have taken the 
shot and said he was no mOre 
worr ied at that point than he had 
been throughout the entire 
game. 

Millard North moved down 
court and shot ,'missing with on· 

, Iy six, seconds of play left. Se~· 
sions rebounded the. ball , pulled 

a foul , and shot two f 
to push the Eagles to 
victory. 

"That rebound got me 
hook," commented i 

, -:iust wanted a chance to 
myself. " 

By beating Millard 
tral proved they are the 
their district. Central al 
good chance at a wi ld· 
in state competit ion 5 

make mistakes later in 
season. 

Eighteen years ago 
beat Bellevue in Coach 
first game as a head co 
tral went on to ta ke ru 
state after ' a " not so 
season," said the coach, 

Martin , howeve r, 
thinking of his caree r d 
Millard North game, '! 

. more concerned about 
win than I was about 
win," he said. 

by Phil 

Mr. Stan Standifer , physical education te~cher, played tight 
for the Oakland Raiders professional football team In 1970, 
Standifer returned to Omaha to earn his degree and begin 
career In teaching. 


