
The newly elected senior class officers of 1975 
(left to right): Lynn Casperson, girls' sergeant-at-arms; 
Brian Simmons, vice-president; Debbie Galas, treasurer; 
David Ross; president; Maria Goodloe, secretary; and Gary 
Brown, boys' sergeant-at-arms. 

The officers have met, and according to David, they 
have started working. He said that representatives from 
each senior homeroom have been elected. The 
representatives will attend meetings and "act as a 
bridge between the senior class and the officers," 
stated David. 

He added that the representatives will bring the class 
of 1975 together. For their first project, a roster of all 
the seniors will be compiled. In order for the officers to do 
anything, David stressed the need for co·operation. 
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Reading classes accelerate learning 
In many schools throughout 

the country (such as Westside 
in Omaha) compet ence t ests in 
reading are given to students 
as a r equirement for gradua
ti on. While Central or any of 
the other Omaha Public Schools 
do not give competence test s, 
ad min istrators h ave established 
reading classes for students 
with reading deficiences. 

Compensate hy lis tening 

Educator s believe that a stu
dent can read f ar below his 
grade level and sti ll g r aduate. 
"The deficient readers are 
not necessarily unintelligent," 
st ated English teacher Mr. Dan 
[)aly. "They can pass by lis ten
ing and by being dili gent 
ahout assignments ." Readin g 
teacher Mrs . Arlene Newell 
said, "Students who have r ead
ing problems r ely on other 
senses. They especiall y learn to 

mpensate by li stening ." 

Currently, 200 students, or 
about ten per cent of the school, 
are enrolled in a reading class. 
Mrs. Newell explained that 
ideali sticall y all s tudents who 
read below the ir gr ade level 
should r eceive some help, but 
they can not all be r eached. 

Most of the students in the 
r ead ing classes taught by Mrs. 
Newell and Mrs. Juanita Vice 
scored below the 50 percentile 
on the Nelson-Denny r eading 
tests given last year in the 
English classes. 

Major Problems 

Major problems have occurred 
with the r eading program. Ac
cording to Mrs. Newell, lack 
of funds, lack of space, and the 
need for small classes have 
limited the magnitude of the 
program at Central. Many stu
dents who neeo help can not get 
in the class. 

Accorriing to Mr. Daly, those 
Rtudpnts with r eading defic i
encieR cause the teachers t o 
slow down the intenRity of in
struction . Cha it·man of the 
English depa rtment Mr. Ed
ward, Clark said that he be
lieved it is a mi stake in a col
lege preparatory class for 
teacher s to slow down their 
class for "the weakest link in 
the chain". 

Some students who read at 
their own grade level are en
rolled in the class according to 
M.·s. Newell. Guidance counselor 
Miss I r ene Eden said an English 
t eacher can recommend a stu-

Reading brings out different points of view. 

dent for the r eading class if 
the teacher feels the s tudent 's 
comprehension wasn't good or 
if the student failed his Eng
lish class. The reading class 
may he substituted for an 
E nglish credit. 

National prominence 

Besides many of the problems, 
Mrs. Newell said many people 
f eel the Omaha Public Schools 
and District fifi are nationally 
in the fow,front of r eading edu
cation. 

"At Central," Mrs. Newell 
said, "we begin the class by 
testing students to find out 
wha t level they are r eading on . 
We, thpn, pinpoint t heir weak
nesses a nd their strrng-ths b~· 

p re- tests." 
"We start the actual lea rning 

by having the students start on 
their own g rade level, so tha t 
they won't feel frustrated," con
tinued Mrs. Newell. "Students 
work on thin gs they are weak 
in. Wha t they a lready know, 
they don't need to touch on. 
We have to s tart g-iving the 
students success at the very be
ginning." 

Reading systems 

The reading classes a re held 
in 049 and in the trailer outside 
the building. The 20 students 
who participate in each class 
use a number of different read
ing approaches. In 1971-1972, 
the High Intensity Lea rning 
Center (HILINC) was intro
duced at Centra l. Later the 
Omaha Public Schools created 
their own r eading system 
call ed Systems 1. Today the 
Scientifi c Research Association 
(SRA) is the third major r ead
ing progt·am used. 

The progress for some s tu
dents has been enormous, con
sideJ"ing all the years they didn't 
progress Mrs. Newell stat ed. 
Last yea r 75 per cent of th e 
s tudents enrolled in Central's 
reading classes improved from 
two months to five years a nd 
seven months. 

Mrs. Newell said the students 
who r eall y worked did improve 
a nd the s tudents who ski pped 
alot did n 't improve. "Generall y, 
the classes were very r eward
ing, but thel·e is still the 25 per 
cent who didn't progress," she 
sa id , "we've got to find out why 
they didn 't learn." 

Blizzarc/, fraud find schools' 
communications unprepared 

by Ken Milder 

The confusion caused on the first day of the blizzard (Jan. 10) 
by contradictory radio broadcasts announcing that school was both 
open and closed, was compared to a failing cake recipe by Dr. 
Owen Knutson. Superintendent of the Omaha Public Schools. 

Dr. Knutson described the confusion by explaining the failure 
in the recipe. He said , "The 'recipe' which had been establi shed 
for making the decision and announcement for the closing of 
schools had been written down for all of the newspapers and 
radio and television stations in the area. The recipe was not 
followed by one of the news media-and the cake flopped." 

The procedures that are to be used for closing school on snow 
emergencies are as fo llows: The superintendents of the Omaha 
Public Schools, the Westside Community Schools, and the Arch
diocese of Omaha ure linked with a conference telephone call. 
Included in this telephone conference are news r epresentatives of all 
Omaha radio and television stations and of the World Herald. Dr. 
Knutson also suid, "The safety of human lives is the most impor
tant factor influencing decisions and obviously cost and money 
consideration is a close second." 

Fraud Telephone Call 

According to Mr. Richard J ones, Central vice principal, the 
"flaw in the r ecipe" was an Omaha radio station KF AB. "It is 
my understanding," stated Mr. Jones. " that someone called KFAB 
claiming to be Eugene Skinner, Assistant Superintendent in 
Human Community Relations Services of the Omaha Public School 
System and said that school was cancelled. Apparently, the radio 
station heli ev~d him." 

When did Central di scover t.he mista ke ? Mr. Jones replied, 
" We heard the radio announcement (closing school) and im
mediately told the people IHesent at Central that school was can
celled. About ten minutes la ter, a r epr eRentative of the School 
Board call ed and claimed that school harl not been called off 
hut it was too late for us." ' 

Mr .. Tones summarized the difficult decision that must be made 
lJ~fore school can be called off by stating that it costs the schools 
approximately $50,000 in teachers' salaries ever y time school is 
can celled. There is a lso the problem of younger children whose 
pa r ents work and cannot take care of them when school is called 
off. All in a ll, Mr . Jones said, it is a "tough decision." 

New Radio System 

An advantage nam ed by Dr. Knutson for future problems with 
excessive s now and other emergencies could be the completion of an 
emergency radio system. Accor ding to Dr. G. E. Moller , Central 
principal, every school in the Omaha School System is to have a 
r eceiving unit which will enable each building to get messages 
from the School Board concerning snow emergencies and civil de
fense warning. All school s can be r eached, or the operator of the 
system can contact individual schools. Schools cannot send out 
messages. 

"I presume," began Dr. MoUer, "that the cost of a two-way 
system would be too great of an expense. The r eason for the 
radio system is to avoid problems caused by jammed telephone 
lines, and Central, among other schools, has an emer gency tele
phone line that we try to keep open for emergencies." 

Schools to promote lunch 
The Omaha Public Schools 

wi ll be initiat ing a new pro
gram to incr ease the number 
of students participating III 

th e school lunch program. 
According to Mr. Ralph Brad
ley, director of Jlublic informa
tion for the school system, the 
program is being worked Oil at 
this time and will be put into 
lise in four to s ix weeks. 

the presenta tion is still in the 
planning stages, but a company 
has been hired to produce the 
slide show. She said that a de
crease in the number of lunches 
served prompted the new pro
gram. She attributed th e drop 
to decr eased enrollment and in
flation . 

Even though the cost of many 
of t he items in the lunch line 

Mr. Bradley said thi s pro- has ri se n, Mrs. Jones said th e 
gram will fo ll ow School Board school lunch prog t'am is still 
policy to emphasize the advan- a bargain for the students. In 
tages of the school lunch pro- \ o rder to increase participation , 
gram within a ll of the school s. IJ the slide presentation will be 
The program will consist of a shown to pa rents at PTA meet -
s lide presentation with s tudent ings and othel· gatherings. 
participation showing how There are nO plans at this time 
money is saved hy people who to s how the s lides to s tudents. 
huy school lunches. Mrs. Jones would not comment 

Mrs. Frances J ones, assistant on the possibil ity of changing 
director of f ood services, said the school lunch menu. 
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Program needs change 
Central has been known as an outstanding 

academic high school for many years. Yet, for 
those students at Central who achieve in aca
demic areas there is little recognition. It is true 
that students should work for the knowledge 
alone; yet, if there was some type of recognition 
for the outstanding students of the school it 
might encourage more students to work towards 
that goal. 

Central's honor roll may be incentive for the 
student who is not academically oriented to work 
harder, but for the more academic student the 
honor roll offers no challenge. The National 
Honor Society attempts to provide this challenge. 

As it stands now, the National Honor Society 
is composed of leading seniors throughout 
American high schools. The students selected for 
National Honor Society are chosen on the basis 
of service to school and/or community, leadership, 
character, and academic ability. The honor of 
the selection is placed on the student's high 
school permanent record . 

However, at Central students recognized as 
National Honor Society students are not chosen 
until the spring of their senior year. It seems 
useless to have an honor society for students a 
month away from graduation. We propose that 
the National Honor Society be re-organized so 
that students will be chosen at the end of their 
junior year as in many other high schools. In 
this way, the students elected to the honor so
ciety could form an active organization for the 
school and the students throughout their senior 
year. Although a deciding factor of being ac
cepted to college is not being a member of Na
tional Honor Society, it is an important honor 
that college admission people should know about. 
This is another reason for establishing it at the 
end of the junior year. 

Faculty members and administrators may be 
skeptical of forming another school organization. 
Yet, the question arises if the outstanding leaders 
of the school do not have the initiative to keep an 
organization active, then what students will. 

National Honor Society is composed of stu
dents from the upper one-third of the class, but 
it never takes more than 15 percent of the senior 
class. These students deserve the honor or recog
nition National Honor Society offers. It is time 
we either change the Society to the solution we 
offered or abolish it. completely. National Honor 
Society could be an active organization and an 
important recognition of leading Central stu
dents, hut as it now stands it does not fulfill 
these needs. 

Survey shows 
space quota 
lor students 

While going from one class 
to another on an average day 
at Central have you ever felt 
a bit claustrophobic! Does it 
seem as if you have no privacy! 
Do the walls appear to be dos
ing in on you! If you said yes 
to any of the above questions, 
your feelings can be justified. 

On any particular day at 
Central High School with an 
average number of absentees 
(al,out 200), each student has 
allotted to him about 23 square 
feet of hall space. This is 
about enough room for a med
ium sized cow or 54 gallon jugs 
of its pasteurized milk. When 
a snowstorm hits Omaha and 
approximately 4()() students are 
absent, a large heifer could fit 
in the average space per pupil, 
about 26 square feet. 

However, if there are no stu
d~nts absent (a rarity in itself), 
one must throw out the cow 
altogether and bring in a small 
calf. The space allocated per 
student during this occasion is 
reduced to only 20 square feet. 

In the classroom situation one 
is not quite as crowded as he is 
the stairways and halls. The 
average space given to a stu- · 
dent for his use, abuse, mis
use, or disuse is approximately 
22 square feet. Physics stu

dents appear to be privileged. 

In the abundant space of room 

415, each physics student is 
given nearly 90 square feet to 

do all the extrapolation he 
wants. Furthermore, the two 

A.P. Physics students are given 
approximately 1355 square feet 

to do their advanced extrapola
tion. 

soap box.----------________ _ 
Examine oLd method 

When a scientist quits ques
tioning his world, there be
comes no need for experiments, 
or science at all. When a news
reporter quits questioning his 
world, there can't be a story. 
When a man loses his ability to 
question things, the loss of his 
inquisitiveness may cause his 
recession. If our educational 
school leaders aren't able to 
question old methods, then per
haps it will mean a loss of 
education. 

It seems that many people 
in the field of education still 
insist that the best way to run 
a school system is to practice a 
dictatorship where students 
seldom have a voice. Just be
cause a person is in a teaching 

position doesn't mean he knows 
everything, nor should he be 
given absolute supreme power. 

Respect should be demanded 
from both sides. A teacher de
serves the respect of having a 
dependable, punctual, and "well-
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behaved" student. A student, 
on the other hand, also demands 
the respect of having a fair 
relationship with his teacher. 

A teacher should never auto
matically be assumed to be 
"right." When a "crime" is 
committed by a student, a fair 
trial with a fair detention 
should be given. 

I question obsolete methods 
of "punishment" as well as 
outdated teaching methods. As 
long as the United States 
claims to be a democracy, so 
in the same way our schools 
should be managed. 

-Beeky White. 

Review snow poLicy 
The delay in the cancellation 

of school on Friday January 10, 
1975 endangered n great num
ber of lives. While Dr_ Owen 
Knutzen was "watching the 
situation" many students were 
already on their way to school 
causing a further hazard to 
motorists. It is my belief that 
the road conditions were severe 
enough by seven a.m. that 
it clearly demonstrated a need 
for the closing of school, and, 
therefore, there was no need to 
wait until 8 :45. 

It is my hope that, if again 
a similar situation would arrive 
action can be taken sooner. ' 

Justin Cooper 

The Central High Register 
welcomes your ideas and opin
ions. In order for your letters 
to be printed please bring them 
to room 317, signed, a week be
fore the Register comes out. If 
necessary the Register reserves 
the right to shorten letters. 

Super snow 
On January 10, the first day of the now in

famous blizzard, many Centralites found them
selves faced with the mountainous task of get
ting home. However, they soon discovered it was 
"snow" use. 

Among the more prolific treks was one taken 
by Dr. Don Benning, vice-principal. Dr. Benning 
left school at noon on January 10, but did not 
arrive home until 7:30 that evening, due to the 
rather unusual route that he decided to take 
home. He started out in his usual manner by 
taking Curning St. He got to Technical High 
School and came to a stop. 

After waiting for 45 futile minutes, he 
crossed the median and went east to 30th and 
Cuming. He proceeded north On 30th to Ames. 
which was completely jammed. He then turned 
around and took 30th over to Dodge St. wh ich 
was "a hopeless situation." Farnam proved to be 
a better choice. He managed to take Farnam all 
the way to Happy Hollow near the Universi ty of 
Nebraska at Omaha. He again tried to take 
Dodge, but "it was even worse than it was be
fore," according to Dr. Benning. 

He started his journey with more than one 
fourth of a tank of gas, but this proved to be a 
critical detail. He turned off his car to save fuel, 
but his windshield soon began to freeze up. 

Meeting friends in the storm 
Dr. Benning then noticed· a familiar fi gure 

in the car next to him. It was Dr. Joe Hanna, 
assistant superintendent. They chatted for a while 
about the school closing hoax. He ran out of gas 
and decided to get a can at a station on 72nd 
and Pacific. "It was very cold out by then, and 
I was not dressed for the occasion," explained 
Dr. Benning. 

He managed to reach Dodge Street and head
ed west. "There was a ridiculous backup of cars 
from 84th St." according to Dr. Benning. He 
managed to get to Cass St. and took some side 
streets north. "I found streets that I didn't even 
know existed," stated Dr. Benning. 

students 
If you have temporarily lost 

track of room 215, rest assured, 
because it's still there. During 
vacation the extra doors were 
sealed off in order to comply 
with fire safety regulations. 
There is now only one door at 
the back of the room and two at 
the front. 

The situatiOn certainly takes 
some getting used to for several 
students. One student remarked 
that he was now forced to study 
because he COUldn't watch peo-
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/Jr. Benning began spin
ui to investigate, he dis

lay, that he had lost 
back there, and there 

" lamented Dr. Benning. 
\"(' his car where it was 

14 hiocks from where he 
!i the old college try," 

r~l1 fo r a while, but that 
a /!ood idea. The visibility 

"rdeal proved to be "a 

at 7:30 looking like 
was without a hat, 

-hillen," concluded Dr. 

Ie of adventure was re
'j"s. Joel began his trek 

I;': to ge t to his bus stop 
mother was driving," 

'ly discover ed that we 
of the side streets be
Eventually the Davies 

Street, where Mrs. 

to a drug store to pur
and accidentally missed 

to g ive serious consider
" stated Joel. "However, 

and I solicited a ride 

up Dodge, Joel claimed 
ffp rent reports concerning 

of the Omaha Public 
radio stations. "We 

f inished our journey," 
we finally r eached CHS, 
that Central was closed. 

uri epithets and expletives 
eft for hOlme." 

The city of Omaha was besieged by 
one of the worst blizzards in recorded his
tory. The snow proved to be a problrem for 
most everyone. Streets were blocked, 
school was cancelled, and the city came 
to a standstill. At the left, is a group of 
Central students attempting to take a 
bus home after they found out that school 
was legitimately called off on Friday. 
Photo cow1esy of Bob Paskach, "Omaha 
World-Herald." Below is a scene fom 
Elmwood Park. 

Groups examine texts Centralites Four 
to participate In 
honors program For the past four years, thl 

Omaha Public Schools hav~ 
invited parents and students to 
join t eachers on the Curriculum 
Study and Curriculum Selection 
Comm ittees. The committees, 
which cover all areas of study 
in the schools, have limited 
membership. Both types of com
mittees are limited to one teach
er from each school and a bal
anced number of parents and 
students in relation to the num
her of t eachers. 

The School Board is always 
looking for more input and Mr. 
J . Jay Planteen, Director of 
Secondary Education, said that 
this is an excellent way to get 
some from parents and stu
dents. 

A selection committees' main 
purpose is to select books and 
materials, for use in the schools, 
recommended to them by the 
study committees. The selection 
committee may adopt one or 
more books to be recommended 
to the School Board. The School 
Board may vote to use more 
than one book in that certain 
area, letting the individual 
schools decide which book to 
use. 

The process in which any 
recommended book or material 
goes about being accepted for 
use in the sch ools is this : i t 
will firs t go from the selection 
or study committee t o the De-

partment of Instruction wher e 
Mr. J . Jay Planteen and/ or Dr. 
Craig K. Fullerton , Assistant 
Superintendent, will r ecom
mend it to Dr. Owen Knutzen, 
Superintendent, who will then 
r ecommend it to the Board of 
Education. Here, it will be re
ferred to the Instruction Com
mittee of the School Board 
which will study the book. In 
the case of American h istory 
books, the Instruction Com
mittee is r equired to r ead the 

book. 
The Instruction Committee 

will recommend the book favor
ably or unfavorably to the 
whole School Board which then 
votes on adoption of the book. 

"The board, except in case of 
controversial books, will usual
ly, but not always, adopt the 
book at this point," said Mr. 
Planteen. Mr. Planteen a lso 
commented that the Instruction 
Committee will keep no more 
than one book under considera
tion at one time. 

Department heads from each 
of the e ight Omaha School Dis
trict high schools meet in work
ing groups in their special area. 
Students, pa rents, and r egular 
teacher s are not a llowed on 
these boards. The department 
heads make their r ecommenda
tions to the study or selection 

committees. 

Four Central students will 
participate in the Hastin!!,s 
Honor Band and Chorus at 
Hastings College on Janua ry 30, 
31 and February 1. Patti Bell 
an'd Bob J espersen were selected 
to be in the band, while Debbie 
Pankow and Alex Prodywus will 
be in the chorus. Patti, who was 
chosen as first cha ir obor! of the 
band , stated she f elt ve ry hon
ored by the cha ir selection . 

The students will r ehea r se in 
sectionals Thursday night and 
as one g roup all day Friday. 
They wiII then g ive a ccll1cert 
which will be r ecorded Saturday 
nig-h t. Mr. Rohe l·t McMeen and 
Mr. Lynn Moller, Central's 
music teachers both stated that 
they wer e pleased with the se
lection of the four students. 
Mr. McMeen addpd, "Being se
lected for Honor Choru s is quite 
an honor . It is a ve ry splect 
a nd prestigious group ." 

There will be a round 60 to 70 
students from a ll ovpr th e stat e 
participa ting in the clinic. Both 
groups will be workin g unde r 
guest conductor s; th(' ch o ru s's 
be ing Dr. Eph E ly, Dir ector ~f 
Chor a l Activities at the Um
ve r sity of Missouri at Kansas 
City. The students have a small 
r egistration f ee a nd wi ll be 
housed at the coll egf~ c.ampus 
and private homes. 
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Ap_plications destroy reporter 
Sing, 0 goddess, of the wrath of college applications. The 

usual sentiment of the average underclassman at most any high 
school is one of desire to become a senior and to graduate-pos
sibly into college. Take heed however from a tired warrior 
against the fate of temporary' insanity. 'An insanity induced by 
the filling out of college applications. 

Trials and temptations 

The avprage college application consists of several forms. All 
r equire general information about the candidate such as his or 
her name, address, and school. Then the fun starts. The judg
ment of the college board requires the candidate to submit to a 
trial of competence. This trial often tempts people to write many 
things that, while they cannot be classified as "lies", are certainly 
exaggerations of the truth. 

Some examples of questions that could never be r e-traced by 
the college investigator that the common paranoid has nightmares 
of are: How many sports have you letter ed in? Quite obviously, 
the ath~etic instinct in us all urges us to answer with: 64. Another 
question that is answered with a slight prefabri cation is, " Have you 
ever r eceived any academic awards ?" I have a lways been tempted 
to answer, "Yes. I a m on the Hockey League Academic All-star 
Honorabl e Mention team and my biology teacher congratulated 
me on passing the class." 

Another one of those fun forms included in the envelopes 
containing college applications is the teacher r ecommendation. 
Few things create as much boot-licking and apl>le-bringing as these 
piec('s of I>aper. Obyiously, a s tudent prefer s that a department 
head fill out one of t hese forms, but a ny nice, fri endly teacher 
will do. The only basic prohlem is finding a t eacher that does 
not fill one's br a in with neurotic nightmares. Perhaps the teacher 
will remember the r owdiness tha t one blessed upon his class. 
Who knows? 

And you thought that final essays were bad ... 

Then ther e is the pssay. Ah, the horrors of an essay-ask 
any History student. Occasioinally you will find a college generous 
enough to give a choice of several topics, but most applications 
either ask wha t sort of book you would write, what they should 
know about you (other than scholastic awards a nd varsity letter, 
I suppose), or what was the turning point of one's life. 

A t ypical essay question will r ead: What sort of book would 
you write if you wer e to write a novel? 

An ideal answer would reply: I would write a seemingly 
subtle essa y with great symbolism and meaning. The book would 
be about two children a nd thei r pet fish alone in their hom e feel
ing very bored. Suddenly, when this rainy day would seem lost 
and wasted , a tall cat with a derby would stroll into their house 
claiming to have lost hi s Kadittlehopper. The stor y could cen ter 
on the wild search for this object and the mess caused by thi s 
search. It would be entitled, The Feline in the Hat. 

When I discover that I have been r ejected by a ll of the col
leges that I have appli ed to . I 'll have to sigh, "Courses, f a il ed 
agai n". 

G ' , rossman computes students' 

grades with original program 
As with every other t eacher 

in the school , Mr. Stua rt Gross
man, Central High Mathematics 
teacher , was f aced with a huge 
task when grading time rolled 
around. So in order to r elieve 
some of the pressure and to al
low his s tudents to keep up to 
date on their grades, Mr. Gross
man designed a computer pro
gram for his grades. 

With this system he f eeds in
formation into the computer 
bank located h er e at Central 
on time which is loaned to the 
school by Henningson, Durham 
and Richa rdson engineering 

THE BARN DOOR 
ALBUMS -

$6.98 Our Price $4.60 

$S.98 Our Price $3.8S 

• Candles - Plants 
• Jewelry 
• Handcrafted Leather 
• Incense 
• Pipes 

THE BARN DOOR 
4967 Dodge 

Omaha, Nebr. 68132 
(402}-SS 1-3939 

firm . 
He keeps the prog ram up to 

date by consta ntly f eeding up
to-date information into the 
system. This both allows the 
student to be constantly aware 
of the ir present grade average 
and it allows him to only have 
t o add a small a mount of grades 
at grading time instead of hav
ing to rush to get it all done 
in time. 

He said! h e spent 15 hours 
workin g on the program and h e 
said that the benefits that can 
be r eaped from the system are 
inca1cuable. 

IF THE SHOE 
FITS, WEAR IT. 

But if yo u wa nt t o make sure 
your shoes f it, g o t o Cor
ba leys : Where we'd rather 
miss a sale than miss a fit. 

CORBALEYS 
WESTROADS - CROSSROADS 
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sidelinesl 
"------- by Neal Steinbart 

Sports pages are often smothered with mi~or sport~ sto~i~s 
like football, basketball, and baseball. Many maJor athlet~c activI
ties at Central like rubber band shooting, pigeon stalkmg, and 
English skipping are neglected entirely. One such sport will not 
be ignored by this columnist, as I illuminate on the ever more 
popular art of paper airplane flying. 

I contend that paper airplanes comprise the biggest sport at 
Central. Any study hall t eacher will t ell you tha t aisles ~etween 
the rows of desks serve as runways for many young naVlgators. 
Football games produce other great a ir shows, for the fans are 
supplied with a specially des igned aircraft paper (often called 
a program) before the game. 

Ray WilliaJrns, the only underclassman starting for Central, uses 
experience to score on a jumper in the Burke game. 

The r easons for the success of this sport are quite obvious. 
Equipment is cheap. The precision paper needed fo r maximum 
results is easil~ obtained in the school. Two of the most popular 
brand names are "Theme Paper" and "Dittoed Handouts", but old 
"Registers" al'e NEVER used . Other r easons for succe~s. a~e th~t 
uniforms a re not r equired, not much physical condltlOnmg IS 

needed, and both sexes can participate. 

Students enjoy the sport for it lets their creativity come alive. 
All of their love, hate, peace, and fru stration are voiced in the 
curves and folds of their own unique airplanes. 

The "Register" staff will now give you budding )Jilots the 
opportunity to show your skill. During the half time of the Central 
vs. Abraham Lincoln basketball game at Norris Junior High on 
J an. 31, we will sponsor the second "'Register' Paper Airplane 
Championship" in which all Central students may participate. 

Official Register Aeronautical Rules 

1. The entrant mus t be a s tudent of Omaha Cen
tral High School. 

2. The entering airplane must be made com
pletely out of paper. 

3. The entering paper must conform to the size 
of :eight and one-half inches by eleven inches. 

4. Only one pl::ne may be entered by each fly
ing ace. 

5. DiaUance and accuracy will determine the win
nef. 

6. The winner will be announced at the conclu
sion of the contest. 

7. AI) entrants must be registered with the 
j udges within the time period to be announced 
at the game. 

8. A ll judges decisions are final and all entries 
will become property of the judges. 

The first contest sponsored by the "Register" was in 1968. 
Due to t echnical difficulti es, the second annual affair was post
poned until 1975. Jack Siosberg, th e r e igni ng champ, proudly dis
plays the magnificent winning trophy in room 317. The winning 
entry may be viewed by appointment only in room 317. Be ranked 
with Ali Spitz, and Griffin. Be a champion in 1975. 

Basketball gets JV's, 
new athletes as 
girls begin play 

An enthusiastic crowd of 400 
witnessed the opening game of 
Metro Girls' Basketball on Jan. 
21 at South as Central posted a 
40-33 win over the Packers. 

Reserves 

Eagles 
Eagles named Tournament 

champions 

The Central High Basketball 
team, led by Seniors John C. 
Johnson, Clayton Bullard, and 
Sylvester Pierce, outran and out 
played the Burke Bulldogs to 
register a Metro Tourney Cham
pionship on Jan. 3 at the Oma
ha Civic Auditorium. 

Cold shooting and turnovers 
by both teams caused the game 
to be close through the first 
quarter. Then J. C. Johnson 
went to work and sparked the 
Eagle offense with a twelve 
point scoring barrage, the final 
basket coming on a last second 
jump shot. 

Central came out the second 
half sporting a balanced of
f ense, using both ball control 
and the fast break. The Bull
dogs were repeatedly forced 
to take bad percentage shots. 
The Eagles showed board 
strength and poise as Central 
gradually began to pull away. 

The final period opened with 
the Eagles ahead 48-37 when 
Junior Ray Williams exploded, 
scoring a quick eight points. 
Central was completely in com
mand for the r est of the game 
and went on to win the Cham
pionship game 74-57. 

collect • 
wins 

After a close first half, the 
Eagles rallied to take a 13 point 
lead behind the shooting of Sen
ior Cheryl Brooks. Late in the 
game, using the stall, Central 
ha lted South's comeback and 
llUn g on to their seven point 
margin. 

Chery l led Central's scorin g 
with 18 points. "I was pleased 
most with our fast brcuks," said 
Mr. Paul Semrad, g irl s ' basket
ball coach. "We picked up about 
ten points with it." 

Mem be~s of Central's junior varsity basketball team show 
much promIse f?r the. future. The sq uad holds a 6-3 record, in
cludlJ1g ~n o~ertlme VIctory in last Saturday's game with Millard. 
Ot~er WillS I~clud e. Ryan, Tech, Roncalli, North, and South vic
tones. Even III theIr defeat s by Lincoln East Bellevue and Burke 
the Eagles showe~ t heir poi se, fi~' hting till the last sec~nd. Junior 
Steve Watson ()Jlctured a~ove) is one of the leading scorers for 
Central. The J.V. squad WIll meet A.L. on Jan. 31 at Norris. 

Mr. Semrad admitted that 
their offense needs some work, 
but he in s ist ed that th eir de
f ense played very well, forcing 
South to shoot from the ('ut
s ide. "Our t eam made many 
mi s ta kes, but this was our f irst 
game and we 'll get be tter with 
ex peri ence," expla ined Mr. 
Semrad. 

"Coaching g irl s is no differ ent 
than coaching boys," sa id Mr. 
Semrad. "Girls want to win just 
as much as boys do. I don't 
treat them any differently." 

"The sol e purpose of r eserve 
baske tball is to prepa re th e 
sophomores for var s ity play," 
ex plained Mr. Paul P ennington, 
r eserve baske tball coach . The 
boys mus t be pre pared well for 
th e so phomore t eam op~ned 
their season with a a-z record. 

The Eagles started their sea
son with four home g ames . On 
Dec. 7, Central '.v hipped Gross 
(;!l-46, hut fell to Bellev lle 56-51 
the following wee k. Honcalli 
proved li tt le challenge, as the 
Eagles hreezed by 71 -14 . 

Mr. Pe nnington boasts that 
their fines t game was against 
Thomas J efferSOIl on Jan. 4. 

"T.J. was the strongest team 
we 've played, but we played our 
best and beat them," Coach 
Pennington said . 

On Jan. 18, the E agles f ell 
to Abraham Lincoln 44-71. "It 
was our first away game," r ea
so ned Mr. P ennington, "We 
were used to play ing in our 
gym. The biggest factor was 
that we hit only 17 out of 8a 
shots." 

"I am generally pl eased with 
our offense," said Mr. P enning
ton, "We are g e tting the shots 
we want. We still have to work 
some' on our defe nse." 

The Eagles will go against th e 
South Packers away on F eb. 1. 

take Tourney 
Central breezes by North 

The Eagles had little trouble 
in their first horne game of the 
season, as Central pounded 
North High 75-43 on Dec. 20 at 
Norris Jr. High. 

The game was never in ques
tion after an impressive 25 
point first quarter for the 
Eagles, leaving the Vikings with 
only 12. North, looking for an 
upse t , found little opportunity. 
Central hit 51 per cent of their 
shots and pressured the Vikings 
into numerous turnovers. 

Eagles overcome Lincoln East 

The Lincoln East Spartans, 
last year's state runner-up, 
were looking for revenge 
against the team that took the 
championship from them. No 
cons olation was to be found, as 
Central whipped East 59-37. 

The game in Lincoln had been 
postponed from Dec. 14 to Jan. 
4 because of the snow. The 
Eagles had played Burke in the 
Holiday Tournament just the 
evening before. 

The match proved much clos
er than the 22 point margin in
dicat es. Both teams suffered in 
their field goal percentages 
through the first three quarters. 
But in the fourth period, lead
ing by only 9, Central hit 10 
out of 14 shots, drowning all 
thoughts of an East win. 

Central outlasts Bellevue 

The Eagles jumped to a 26-10 
first quarter lead against the 
Bellevue Chieftains on Jan. 17 
at the Bellevue gym and went 
011 to take a 73-56 victory. 

Ray Williams, junior center, 
sparked this first period scor
ing with eight points, working 
against the Bellevue man-to
man defense. The Chieftains 
switched to a zone, and things 
got much tighter for the re
maining three quarters. 

The Eagles couldn't rally 
against the Chieftains as thev 
had in previous games. Centr~1 
got 47 points compared to Belle
vue 's 46 after the one sided 
first period. "We didn't recog
nize that Bell evue was a very 
quick t eam," explained Mr. 
Jim Martin, vars ity basketball 
coach. 

Your Key to 

Books 
Paperbound, Hardbound, 

Best Sellers, Reference 
At 

Kieser's Book Store 
207 N. 16th HI-1518 

Eagle put down Burke bid 
On Jan. 18, Central took on 

the number three ranked Burke 
Bulldogs in the Burke gym· 
nasium. The Bulldogs came on 
to the court fired up, but the 20 
foot s hooting of Senior Clayton 
Bullard cooled Burke dOWn and 
sparked Central to a 78-55 win. 

Burke entered the s{'cond 
quarter leading the Eagles 16· 
15. Central went to the board" 
as they have done before , and 
combined their control of both 
offensive and defensivp reo 
bounds with explosi w fast 
breaks to rally back and hold a 
35-27 halftime lead. 

Burke was not through yet , 
for the Bulldogs fough t back to 
a 39-39 tie . Seniors J ohn C. 
Johnson of Central and Bob 
Hayner of Burke picked up 
four fouls each and, went to 
their benches. At this point the 
Eagles took control. 

In the fourth Quart!'r the 
Eagles blasted Burke with 27 
points to build a decisiH' mar· 
gin of 23 points. 

Eagles butcher South 
Norris Junior High was the 

site of the Eagles' twelfth win. 
as Central handed the South 
Packers a 68-44 loss on Jan. 24. 

The fam ed Packer center, Lee 
Johnson, k ept South alivp "ith 
his 22 points and numerous j"l'

bounds. The Packers fell behind 
early in the game and couldn't 
muster an attack strong enoug"h 
to crack the Eagle machine. 

Central beats Indians 
The Millard Indians wen' no 

easy prey for the Eagles, but 
Central still managed a 6(i-54 
victory in their battle at UNO 
on Jan. 25. 

Central will face the Abra· 
ham Lincoln Lynx Friday al 

Norris in a horne game. 

We've earned our 
letter by helping 

students save. 

The Big H·Hebraska 
Savings & Loan 
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