
help save lives by 

rticipating ih annual blood 

Students participate in the annual 

drive held at Central. The event 

highly publicised and students were 

to take action in saving lives. For 

seeM. 

The Register 

offers quick facts on 

2008's presidential 

candidates to better 

prepare AmeriCa's 

OF FOX youngest voters. For 

more see 3A. 

hools adapt new. policy 

to students 
With schools 

- i~ tbG'ffiHflm-­
adapting a new 

grading policy 
that .sets a new 

standard as to 

what failing 

entails, students 

who put effort 

into their school 

work wonder 

how this is fair. 

See how this 

new idea is far 

from benifical 

to students. For 

morc see 7A. 

fond memories of / 

at Central 

When she applied to work at 

she wanted to teach ESL. 

~ c l we 1~er . she accepted the job as drama 

just for the chance to teach at 

high school. For more see 12B. 

nus·Qonates $70,000 

Rose Theatre 

Viewers at the ever-famous Rose 

can 'now enjoy the same dark 

ceiling thanks to a generation 

from a Central alumnus. For 

see 14B. 

JPTO,,, ,,, ,,, lifts Eagles past the 

The 

Eagles took on 

their rivals, the 

Bellevue T ­

birds to avenge 

a loss in the 

Metro Holiday 

Tourney. For 

morc see 17B: 

Hundreds of Omaha;,s paId theIr respects to the nine killed In Dec,ember's shooting at Von 
Maur by placing flowers, signs, candles and cards at the entrance of the building. . 

Politics 3A Safe Sex ____ -'-6A 

School V8. Legislature 
The good side as well as the bad when 

it comes to schools and the law. 

See page 8A, 9A 

Students 

attend 

rally for 

Obama 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

People from around the city and the 

state flocked to hear Illinois Sen. Barack 

Obama at a rally on Feb. 7, a couple of 

days before the Nebraska caucus on Feb. 

9. 
rIhe doors opened fifteen minutes 

earlier than the scheduled time of 3:30 

p.m. at the Civic Auditorium. Many 

supporters in the crowd were holding 

signs with Obama's campaign slogan 

"Change We Can Beli eve In", as well as 

American flags and clappers. 

Before the rally, music played and 

chants of "Obama" were heard. The 

people in the crowded auditorium did 

the wave a few times. 

Nebraska Sen. Ben Nelson, who 

came to endorse Obama, said he was 

surprised at the number of people that 

flocked to the Civic Auditorium. H e 

added that whenever there are poLitical 

rallies the hope is that the room is small. 

While Nelson said the large 

auditorium initially worried him, he felt 

that supporters were enthusiastic, which 

made the large auditorium Seem small. 

The Nebraska senator said he 

endorsed Obama because he felt Obama 

was a candidate who reached across the 

aisle. H e also said he liked Obama's 

speech after winning the Iowa caucus 

since it was about bringing people and 

the country together. 

The crowd grew excited when the 

band "Bright Eyes" performed three 

so ngs before Obama spoke. 

"Are you excited?" the lead singer 

Conor Oberst asked the crowd. "Saturday 

is the day when we nominate Barack 

Obama!" 

M ter a song, Oberst asked the 

crowd if they were ready to watch 

, Obama speak. He added he has seen it 

and hearing Obama speak was amazing. 

While the doors opened early, the 

crowd had to wait over two hours before 

Obama came to speak. Both Omaha 

Mayor Mike Fahey and Iowan Governor 

Chet Culver spoke to ' crowd, both of 

who urged Nebraskans to caucus. Sen. 

Nelson then introduced Obama. 

Obama first thanked Mayor Fahey 

for' his hospitality as well as Nelson 

and Culver and called the crowd 

extraordin ary. 

He opened his speech by saying it 

has been a year s.ince he announced hi s 

candidacy and there were some people 

who said he was relatively young and 

could afford to wait before running 

for president. He then said he was not 

running on a gambit. 

"I am running because of what Dr. 

Continued to 'RALLY' on Page 3A 

Deadly shooting shocks teens 
BY KlM BUCKlEY grief, our family prays that at some 

time, in some way, our co mmunity 

Nine people dead and others can be healed in the aftermath of this 

wounded . 

That was the terrible aftermath 

of a six-minute mass shooting in the 

Von Maur store of Westroads Mall. 

The shooter was 19-year-old 

Robert H awkins, who committed ' 

suicide after killing eight people and 

wounding others. 

rna statement to the Associated 

Press, Hawkins' family wrote, "The 

Hawkins family extends its sincerest 

condolences to all those impacted 

by this senseless and horrible event. 

While no words can ease the pain and 

terrible tragedy." 

That afternoon left the citizens 

of Omaha and the entire state 

~ h oc ked and devastated that such a 

thing could ever happen. 

The incident had the communi ty 

wondering about gun control and the 

issue of depreSSion. 

For senior Elizabeth Erikson, 

the shooting at Von Maur happened 

on her birthday. Erikson, who works 

at the mall, was just getting into the 

mall between Dick's Sporting Goods 

and ] C Penneys when the shooting 

was happening. She walked into the 

door and saw 25 policemen lining up 

and yelling, "Get down! Get down!" 

Erikson said she dropped to the 

ground scared because she believed 

there was a man with a rifle in ]C 

Penneys. She said she just laid on 

the ground for about five minutes, 

bawling and hysterical, before 

looking out of motioning for a cop to 

come and get her. 

The cop took Erikson outside, 

and drove her to her car. She said she 

had to wait about an hour and a half 

in the parking lot so the police could 

search the cars to ensure safety. 

Senior Jareila Williams said 

Continued to 'SHOOTING' on Page 2A 
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College 

Corner 

Sarah Lawrence College 
Location: Bronxville, New York 

Type: Liberal arts four year 

. Undergrad enrollment: 1,391 of the student population are un­

dergrads. 

Majors offered in: Biology, writing, visual arts, foreign language, 

law, medicine, dance and business. 

Application dates: May 1 

Bates College 
Location: Lewiston, Maine 

Type: Liberal 'arts four year 

Enrollment: 1,699 of the student population are full time stu­

dents . 

Majors offered in: Biology, visual arts, foreign language, law, 

medicine, agriculture, economics, philosophy, history, Russian, 

Japanese, Chinese, dance and business. 

Application dates: January 1 

University of Florida 
Location: Gainesville, Florida 

Type: Liberal arts four year 

Enrollment: 1,699 of the student population are full time stu­

dents. 

Majors offered in: Biology, visual arts, foreign language, law, 

medicine, agriculture, economics, philosophy, history, Russian, 

Japanese, Chinese dance and business. 

Application dates: January 1 

Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Location: Lincoln, Nebraska 

Type: Private Liberal Arts 

Enrollment: 1,864 of the student population are full time stu­

dents . 

Majors offered in: Busniess, Education, Health Profession, 

Parks and Recreation, Psychology, Biology, English, Visual and 

Performing Arts 

Application dates: August 15 

CALENDAR 
January 

21 

26 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
No school for students and faculty. 

Scrapbooking Day 

Central High Sch,901 will be hosting a scrapbooking 

event from 9am to 6pm. Cost is $25 a person. 

26 S.A.T. 
Interested students may take the S.A.T. at several 

Omaha locations. 

26 DECA Metro Conference 
Metro Conference held in Lincoln, NE for 

all DECA members 

February 

·1 2 Roadshow 
- The 94th annual Roadshow will be held in the 

9 

auditiorium. 

All City Music Festival 

All Omaha Public Schools join in a city wide concert 

at the TAC building. 

14-16 
State Wrestling Tournament 

High school wrestlers gather at Qwest 

Center for state wide tournament. 

18 

19 

President's Day 

No school for students or faculty. 

Planning/lnservice Teacher Work Day 
No school for students. 

28 -29 Girl's State Basketball 
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A bus parked outside Seemann Stadium gave students a chance to make a difference just 

by giving some blood. Many students participated and saved lives. 

Blood drive: a success 
BY ANG ELICA GENOVESI "The actual process is qu ite simple and quick," said 

D oc. "The only difference betwee n getting blood taken here 

and blood taken at th e doctors is the size of the needle and , 

the amount taken." 
Blood is a vital tool in contemporary medicine. 

Everyone's body thrives on it and doctors are able to treat 

accidents or disease with accuracy and effici ency using ·new 

techruques dealing with the blood. 

Students donated blood for several different reasons. 

Whether it was because they wanted to be part of the 

medical field later in life or because someone they have 

known had to have a blood transfi.lsion or simply because 

they want to help ou t every donation counted . 

The American Red Cross gave the opportunity to high 

school students nation-wide to donate blood and make a 

difference by pOSSibly saving a life. . 

Each person was allowed to donate a pint of blood 

every 56 days and that pint could save up to three lives. 

With around 100 students donating that day potentially 

300 lives could be saved . 

Senior M onica Brown chose to donate because she 

wantep to help ou t the American Red Cross and the people 

connected to that organization. She had never donated 

before and was slightly nervous. 

"It 's a good thing for students to donate and become 

part of a bigger cause," said John Doe, the head nurse present 

at the blood drive held here at CentraL 

"Getting pricked in the finger hur.t a little more than 

when it came time to actually draw the blood," said Brown. 

According to D oe, th is is because there are more nerves 

at the tip of your fi nger so th e pai n stays longer and is more 

apparent. 

"The age fequirements this year also allowed more 

students to actually donate who wanted to," said Doc. 

Last year, the age requirement was 17, but this year 

it was· lowered to 16, which in context didn't seem like 

a significant decrease, but allowed more students the 

opportunity to donate, 

There weren't any stude nts who had a reaction after 

giving blood as there has been in previous years. 

"A few students became weary and fclt exhausted," said 

D oe, "but no one fa inted or was seriollsly affected." 

There were, however, some instances, which could 

have caused the donator to not be certi fied to donate their 

blood, 

This was senior Will Robins' third time donating and 

the·only time he didn't pass out afterwards. 

"The first two years I had mistakenly forgot to eat 

anything before getting my blood drawn which was n't a 

smart idea," said Robbins. 

"lhe first thing that takes place before ever taking 

blood is a drop check of the iron levels of the patient we are 

dealing with, because if the hemoglobin levels are too low it 

can make them temporarily unusable," said Doe. 

Because he didn't eat Robins had a lack of fluid in his 

system when he went in . 

This causes the person to fa int because since there is 

less fluid in your body, the blood pressure isn't strong enough 

to keep the blood going to your head. 

That was why it was recommended to not only keep a 

bal a nc ~ d diet before donating, but to consume foods high 

in iron. By doing this it makes someone more eligible and 

also prevents them from becoming weak after the process 

is complete. . 

"This year, I made sure to eat beforehand and it went 

perfectly fine, " said Robins. 

Local disaster shocks teens 
Continued from 

'Shooting' on page lA 

when she found out about the Von 

Maur shootings she felt sympathy for 

the families because a lot of people 

died. 

Westroads Mall reopened on 

Dec. 8, though fh e Von M aur store still 

rem.uned closed. 

Erik so ~ worked the day the mall 

reopened, and said she felt very safe 

and comfortable at the mall because it 

had a lot of security. 

A lot of support has been given 

to the vi ctims of the families and 

their families, includ ing a fund. The 

donations raised by the fund reached 

S843,OOO. A memorial included eight 

wreaths was placed outside of the steps 

. of th e store to remember the victims. 

Many prayer vigils took place, 

offering comfort and reassurance as 

well as support for the community. 

Many politiCians sent their thoughts 

and sympathies, including the Mayor 

Mike Fahey, Gov. Dave Heineman and 

President Bush. 

Erikson said the support the 

community gave after the shooting 

said a lot of good things about it. She 

said it showed the community had a 

positive attitude and she had a better 

outlook because of it. 

She said itwas sad that something 

so tragic had to happen for people to 

realize how supportive people are in 

th e community. 

20. Hundreds of people showed 

their support fo r the sto re. The night 

before Von Maur reopened, volunteers 

gathered to pick up the memorial on 

the steps of the store to be preserved . 

There was a moment of silence to 

remember the victims Qefore a prayer 

was said by Father D on Shane of St. 

Roberts Bellarminc. The crowd sang 

part of a verse of. the song "Silent 

N ight"before members of the historical 

society picked up the (Tlemorial. 

For some, it will be a day that 

th ey will always re member. E ri kson 

said something as big as the shooting 

will be re membered by the people of 

O maha and Nebraska. 

Red Cross volunteers came to "It just won't be forgotten ," she 

Westroads every day for a week and said . 

gave items. Erikson said people from 

th e Red Cross would ask how they 

were doing. 

Von M aur reopened on D ec. 

Williams said in O maha it was a 

day where people will remember wh ere 

they were at when it happened. 

State schools tour each other 
BY WYNTER DAVIS 

Central High School Student 

C ouncil members invited other York 

High Student Council members over 

to experience a day at Central High. 

This was an opportuni ty for the 

members to vi sit, share, compare and 

contrast th eir school environment with 

another school in the state. Students 

were also able to see Central's leadership 

roles and quali ty around the school. 

"The members were chosen by 

good attendance, participation in the 

student council sponsor activi ties," said 

Student Council spo nsor Judy Storm. 

The whole purpose was to show 

leadership and diversity here at Central . 

Each member had to pi ck from 19 York 

students to show around the school for 

fo ur periods. 

It was snowing in York and while 

driving, sponsor Dan Endorf had a 

minor accident 

Storm said it pushed tfte schedule 

back a bit. 

Instead of the York High 

School Student Council 

members show at the end of 

fourth hour, they arrived at 

th e beginning of fifth hour. 

be an all day event. 

The students will visit York High 

School and spend the day with a York 

stud ent host. 

Giving them the 

sa me respect has they need 

CentraL 

"I am excited about 

thi s opportunity and 

new experience for the 

members," said Storm. Storm said that she 

would like to keep the 

tradition with the Nebraska 

Association of S tudent 

Council (NASC). 

The York High School 

membe rs were very amazed 

STORM 

Storm wanted Stude nt 

Cou ncil mcmbers to see th e 

. di ffe rent enviro nment of a 

smaller school. 

to see the school. 

[n the near future, Ccntral 

members will be attending a student 

exchange in York, Nebraska. 1l1is wi ll 

"The students at York 

we re drive n to get a good 

education," said Storm. 

Even though York High is a mllch 

smaller school tha n Central, York 

students still have many oppurtunities. 

Contest all 

students to 

express poetry 
BY PETER BOCK 

"The neat thing about the 

is that it gives students the 

to speak poetry out loud and letl 

experience poems you wou ldn't 

class," said D eron Larson, an E 
teacher and a sponsor of the 

Poetry Out Loud contest. 

"I really think students will 

more interested if they have 

[a poetry competition] once," he 

The idea for the Poetry Out 

event came in 2005 when a 

slam at Ralston High School was 

successfuL 

Larson attended the eVent 

decided to answer the emails he 
. been receiving for a N ational 

'Competition sponsored by the N 

~t s Council. 

The National C ompetition 

smaller state competitions, in which 

schools from the midwest NebraskJ 

participating. 

"I think Central has a 

reputation, and other schools Want 

participate with us in these kinds 

events," Larson said. 

The January 24,h event 

the preliminary competition 

interested students who di d not 

the opportunity to try out in class 

show off their poetry skills to 

the final round on the 31 ". 

Classical poems were 

memorized and · presented in 

entertain ing and oratorical manner 

was judged. 

The finals included the open 

students, which is anyone,and 

who tri ec;! out in class competi ng 

one another in a school wi de COntes: 

determine the school's represcntarire 

the state finals. 

"Las t year M rs. B evlin m el1l· 

something where the finals [of 

Out L oud] would be held as an 

the roadshow, and that was a great 

but unfortunately didn't happen. I 
like to see something like that, or t\ 

open mic slam where students could, 

their own poems," Larson said. 

Soine of the poems expected 

read at the reading included 

Hughes "Harlem," Robert Frost" 
and Ice" and Stephen Crane's ·· In ' 
D esert" among other such 

poems. 

'Martin Luih 

King, Jr. Day 

remembered 
BY MARK VONDRASEK 

The celebration of the birth 

life of Dr. M artin Luther King JT. 
held at the H olland Performi ng 

Center in downtown Omaha nil 

Martin L uther King Jr. D ay. 

Before the program began , 

jazz fro m several local O maha . 

was played, and then M ayor Mike 

began the celebration by i 

the people who would be receivi ng 

"Living the Dream" award, a local . 

presented to citize ns of O maha 

have gone above and beyond the call 

duty in the matters of helping their · 

Five citizens of Omaha 

presented the "Living the 

award. 

\ The program was a COI11 

event so anyone in Omaha or I 

surrounding area could have conK 

event was also free admission l<l : 

public. 

Other events were taking 

during Dr. Martin Luther "i 

D ay. These other activities i 

community servi ce in the forll1 

painting houses for the H ope 

for Kids. 

The event was sponsored ann 

o n by the U niversity of Nebrasb 

Omaha's Service Learning Acadenw 

Studen t Organization and 

p rograms. 

This was the twenty-fi fth · 

celebratio n for Dr. Martin L uther 

Jr. D ay. The event has a long historl' 

is considered a tradition to man\' 

attended. 

M any in 

commun ity leaders and other ' 

CItIZenS, lnc1uding several 

councilmen. 
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eet t 
• 

LJm ~ •• , ___ ornetimes anxiety to voice one's opinion in the election year clouds the mind of a young 

ter. I~ the rush and excitement of the voting process, teens may overlook important in­

rmation neede~ to cast an intelligent vote. The following is what each candidate plans to 

IU« O ~O when faced wIth some of the most difficult topics that threaten our country now. 

Mike Huckabee John McCain 

• R~ pllb lican Party: Republican 

: Huckabee would give bonus- . Education: McCain would change teach­

III .!IId erase all of the student IOMs ers' incOmes get to be equal to lawyers' 

I ~ a ch e rs working in .low perfonning' incomes and support tax-free saving ac­

,e"laclll')I' and are perfonning well. , counts for education expenses'. 

Id!,;,nn •• war in Iraq: Supports cuiTentadm~nis- ' War ip Iraq: ~cC~ supportS the C\lITent 

• . i;{.,administtation, planas, well as the troop 
" surge, " ' 

_ h'nnilmv'. Huckabee would support the . 

and eliminate the Internal Rev- ,Economy: IvtcCainwould reduce gov­

mate Change: Huckabee would use 
mrnpn:hensive plan to focus more 'on 

Ii l<:! ~ Il e rgy from alternative sources, 

r', a' wi nd power. 

r rni~ratio n : Huckabee would eliminate 

. eiiunent spending \ly USing his power to 

veto bills before Congress. , 

Climate Change: McCain and Joe Li­

eberman have been advocating for a 

mandatory limit or ~ 'cap" on greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

In gs lllllt h ~ \ isa I()ttery system and the admissIon, Immigration: McCain would make allies 

gory for adul t brothers and sisters of with those in Latin America and Mexico 

and help their economy. 

Abortion: Pro-Life 

Hillary Clinton 

Party: Democrat 

Education: Clinton would end No Child 

Left Behind and invest $ 100 million in a 

new summer internship program for both 

public and private schools. 

War in Iraq: Originally voted in favor 

of the war, but now.opposes troop in­

creases. 

Economy : CLinton would create new 

jobs as well as ensure that trade pol iey 

and unions are strong. 

Climate Change: Clinton would increase 

fuel standards and create a $50 bill ion 

Strategic fund to invest in altemative en ­

ergy research. 

Immigratiun: Clinton would deploy 

technology to hel p and the use of an em­

ployee verification system. 

Abollion: Pro-choice 

Barack Obama 

Party:- Democrat 

Education: Obama wou ld provide fund ­

ing for schools to use for int erve nti ~ n 
strategies to lower the dropout rate, 

War in Iraq: Obama has opposed the war 

from the start. He wants full withdraw of 

troops March 2008. 

Economy: Obama's economic plan in­

hides investing in U.S. Manufacturing 

and havin g a Credit Ca rd Bill of Rights, 

Climate Change: Obama would double 

funding for cl ean energy projects and 

create a new world energy forum that 

wou ld focus on environeme ntal issues. 

Immigration: ObamH would inc rease the 

number of legal immigrants allowed as 

well as promote economic development 

in Mexico. 

Abortion : Pro-choice 

Teens look to 

make difference in 

upcoming election 

Caminucd from ' Electio n ' on page l A 

voters will play a bigge r role . now more th an ever. 

And Cen tral's Student Democrat co-PrTsident said there are some major 

reaso ns to why more young voters are turnin g out. 

"Teens are voting more because of the pali tical events," se nior E li zabeth 

Roc kwell said . "Since everything with lhe war and terror ism, (it provided) a 

wake- up call for everyo ne ." 

The expected increase in voter part icipa tion ranges from 3 to 7 percent 

amo ng those voters 18-24. 

Recently, the primaries and caucuses were held in several sta tes, including 

Iowa and New Hampshire. Prim aries and caUC Llses are used to determine 

which candidate will represe nt them, no t pi n opposing parti es against each 

other. 

But that still doesn't ease the tension between opposing parties . 

According to th e \Nashington Post, it was and st ill is a tight race between 

D emocrats Hillary Rodhalll C linto n, Barack Obal11a. Republi ca ns J ohn 

M cCain and Mike Huckabee are head to head in the 2008 Preside ntial Race 

also, 

According to Peter L evine of the Un inversity o f Maryland's Center for 

Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE), 

poli tical profe ssionals haven't liked dealing with the ' the wild card,' someone 

who is either undecided or an Independant voter. C IRCLE also reported that 

the youth voter turnout rate in 2004 was up seven percen t from 2000, for a 

to tal percent of 46 percen t. 

111ere are new voters every four years and lhey are l ikely to take part in 

thi s vote for the pres ident in 2008. 

Michelle Rieger conlributed 10 lhis Slorv 
.,' ' I I" 

tudents show support by attending Obama speech 
Continued from 'Rally' on page lA 

,,,:,I lhc crowd. 

(il,.lIna said he believed that this administration help was too late and mentioned 

'<I,. I ~av ing children behind, 

"I n such an environment , we cannot afford to wait," he said. 

To lhe crowd he said he didn't believe in ideology, but in realism as well as 

ss fro m the president of the United States. 

",'\ nd [ was convinced first of all that change doesn't come from the top down, 

:''''111 lhe bottom up,"Obama said. 

li t' mentioned while on the campaign trail he has had people tell him that 

' imc fo r change has come, and has seen both young people, Independents and 

icans who have switched parties to vote for him. 

"t-:;'crywhere we go, we see these enormous crowds, this enormous energy," 

said. 

' Ihe crowd erupted in cheers when he mentioned that no matter what happened 

Ih is elec tion, President Bush and Vice-President Dick Cheney were not going to 

on the ballot. 

TIle cha nts of "Yes We Can" were heard before the crowed quieted down and 

could resume talking. 

"You're here because you don't want to just be against someone. You want to be 

someone," Obama told his supporters, 

li e told the crowd about the people he has met on the trail, including teachers, 

people and veterans. He told the crowd these ve terans have served honorable 

h'lvc been let down by the system, calling them "magnificent." 

Mter mentioning the veterans, Obama mentioned having to hug parents who 

had a son or daughter die in Iraq and patriots who want to know why America's 

11 UC
' " dnd'ng in the world has fallen. He said he knows they want change and that he 

to hring the country together. 

"I want to be a president who listens every day to the struggles of the American 

," he said. 

Obama covered a variety of topics during his speech, including fixing the health 

, Syste m. 

()bama's mother died from cancer at the age ofS3 and Obama said he remembers 

i to watch his mother deal with insurance papers . 

"I know what it's like to see people suffer because of a broken health care system," 

said before outlining his plan, promising that it would take place during his 

. yea r as president, 

On the economy, Obama said he believes in capitalism and the free market, but 

I it was wrong when CEOs make more money in 10 minutes than the average 

, : makes in a single year. 

""We've got to restore fairness and balance in the economy," he said. 

Obama promised that while he was president he would raise the minimum wage 

keep pace with inflation as well as increase safety standards for imports so there 

be problems with lead in toys. . . 
SWitching topics to education, Obama said that Americans have an obligatlOn 

ensure that children would have a good education and make college affordable for 

person in America, 
lie said he would ensure that there were would be a S4,000 dollar tuition break 

.Ilude nts, but warned that students who get that break would have to work in a 

I service, such as the peace corps. 

"We will invest in you, you will invest in America," he told the cr~wd . . 

Other topics Obama spoke about included alternative energy, foreign policy and 

vete rans. 

"We can grow our own fuel in Iowa and Nebraska," he sa!d. . . , 

During the rally Obama called the war in Iraq "unwise, and said I~ distracted 

l'Ount ry from Nghanistan and the terrorist group Al - ~ed a. He said that the 

, spent on the war could have been better served in places such as Nebraska, 

r used fo r under funded schools and building hospitals. 

"It Was an unwise war and that is why I will end it," he said, pledging to bring all 

back to America by 2009. 
Oba ma also pledged to be a world leader and help people in some ofthe.poor 

tries as well as close Guantanamo Bay and restore habeas corpus. He said he 

be a president who knows, teaches and obeys the Co nstitution. 

We need to turn the page ," he told his supporters. "The stakes arc too high . That 

is why I am running for the president of thc United States." 

During the rally Obama addressed so me of the concern s his cri tics have, 

I-Ie said that people are able to disagree without be ing disagreeable as well as 

reach across the aisle and fi nd common g round wi th lhe opposite party, H e !Old 

the crowd that he was looking for w~lfd to debating Sen. John McCain, lhe GOP 

frontrunner. 

He mentioned that people have as ked what change was, but said thar at the end 

of the campaign it wasn't just a question about what change was, bUl whal hope was 

as well. 

Obama said that the odds of him standing before th is crowd were very sli m since 

his mother and his grandparen ts raised him, and his family was poor. 

"And all they could give me was love, an eduGlt io n and hope ," he said. "1hal is 

my inheritance." 

Obama said that hope was not blind optimism but wa s th e opposite, He said 

he knew that it would not be easy to get farmers to be a force in the economy or 10 

alleviate poverty or to lift f.1iling school s. mentioning he fought th ose things in the 

streets, courts and legislature. 

"1 know how hard cha nge is," he said, 

Obama !Old the crowd thi s was lhe cou ntry's opportu nity to imagi ne a better 

America, He ended the rally urging the suppo rters to caucus. 

"Nebraska, this is our moment. This is our time, " he said al the ra lly 

He said with th e help from Nebraskan s th ey would nut a nI), help him win lhe 

nomi na tion and the general election, bUl remake the counlry and the world , The 

senator slayed behi nd to talk with supporters after the rall y. 

Seniors Connor Mayfield and Michael Lynch as well as juni or Franny Jamrozy 

attended th e rally. Th ey found out about thi s event over Faccbook. 

M ayfield decided to attend the rally hecause of the all hype surrounding the 

cvent. 

Many !Ccns don't think their vote will coum in the ciection: nl c fact is that every 

single vote collnts, 

Mi chelle Rieger cOl1lribuled 10 lhis story 

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER 

Presidential hopeful Barack Obama addresses the 10,000 Nebraskans at the Civic Center Thursday, February 7. The majority of 
the crowd Obama addressed was under the age of thirty. He said he thinks the nation will see a great deal from the younger gen-

eration this election year. 
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PHOTO BY KIM BUCKLEY/REG ISTER 

20th and Dodge known as one of the worst areas as fare as trafic is concerned, which may be caused by the rush of students leaving school at 2:50. Assistant principal Ed Bennet working with 

security and administrators are working to make sure students are safe and to also make sure traffic is able to pass freely. 

Increased traffic causes more than slowdown 

1 ,000's of New Items Below Wholesale! Most Under $10! 

Clothes • T-Shirts • Purses • Jewelry • Electronics • 

Shoes • Boots • Toys • Tools 
& Just About Anything You Can Think Of!!! 

FREE ADMISSION 
Open Every Saturday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Sunday 11 AM - 5 PM 
72nd & L Street - Omaha 

FREE 21ioules II 
(on any 10 min race with coupon) 

VELOCITY INDOOR RACE TRAC 
Open Mon - Thurs 11AM -1 1PM 
Fri- Sat 11'AM - Midnite • Sun 1 PM · 7 PM 
Located at 72nd & L Street behind 
7 Day Furniture 

We've been 

to drive well. 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

In the two years Kelly has been at the school, hl' ·.,id 

Known as one of the worst traffic spots downtown, 20th knows of only two accidents that have taken place Oil I ), ''' ~ t 

and Dodge lights up with traffic when the bell rings and Mitchell said she wasn't worried about peopk 

students are released. When parents come to pick up students, hurt and thought they were safe again st the traffic. :-- .' 

they cause traffic to come to a standstill. she thinks the administration, security, poLice and tead:,. '. 

Administrator Ed Bennett said he believes that the a good job of ens uri ng student safety because they 11.', I 

administration has seen an increase in traffic on Dodge as well there every day making sure everything is okay. 

as on 22"0 and Davenport. Bennett said itwas very importan t that the adm ini .I·· 

School Resource Officer Matt Kelly said there is usually at police, securi ty and teachers are out mon itori ng til , 

least one other police cruiser, either a onc-man or a two-man, situation for two reasons. H e said it is criti cal to studc'''' 

to oversee the traffic on D odge. However, any extra police help because it lets stude nts know if something happen ' tI . 

depends on the call load when school gets out. are people who are there to take care of it. H e also 1.11 ' . 

The cause for all of the traffic is parents picking up kids also deter students from doing something they shoul d, . 

and students leaving school at the same time. Principal Greg Emmel has talked to a safety l< 1!. d'., 

"There are multiple transportation issues," Kelly said. at the Teacher Administrative Center (TAC) to take- I , 
The amount of people leaving the school at the same time, at the problem and comc up with possible solution,. 1\ 

Kelly said, leaves both the school grounds and the traffic on said Emmel has also contacted the Omaha Police Del" 

Dodge congested. (OPD) about possibly plac ing a crosswalk on Dodge. I I 

Junior Dominique Mitchell said the traffic is always nothing is currently being planned. 

causing problems because while there is only one lane people Bennett said the administration reminds the stud" 

should technically stop in, drivers stop in three. be careful. In the winter, Bennett said, it wasn't too I _ I 

Kelly said the traffic on Dodge after schQol is very problem. H owever, when the weather warms up th ere " 

dangerous because of pedestrians and drivers not paying as students outside and creates a bigger problem. 

close attention as they could have . H e said part of the problem Bennett said he believed that Dodge i s a bus\ ' " 

was some of the drivers had their view blocked because of other general and when students get out it's the start of ru sh I,., -
cars and pedestrians. there are a lot of cars traveling west. He also said f;,r " 

The traffic on Dodge does n't bother freshman M ira nda Dodge can create a problem because th ere is not an ea,., 

C onrad, who said she would be more worried abou t the traffic cross unless pedestria ns cross at 20,h and Dodge. 

Row if it was darker outside. Kelly said while moni tori ng traffic he tries to gCI 

Conrad said she believed the traffic on D odgc on ly to park in areas they're supposed to park in as well a, I 

presented a problem to teenage drivers if they don't know how hazardous drivers and take ap_propriate action if there ;1' 

, .. aa "" i it 1t. :9' \ r '« ~ (" tl ..... -tt ,j .) '- * ......., 
... .. '1"" " "" ~ si ... " ~ ... ~ ," ~ ~"" " ,. " . ~ ~ # 

EDUCATION SERVICES 

School Bus Drivers Needed for Laidlaw 
Wages starting at $13.52 an hour 

Apply at: 

1804 Paul St. 3333 Keystone Dr 14001 LSt. 
Omaha, NE 68102 Omaha, NE 68134 Omaha, NE 681 37 

1.888.416 JOBS (5627) www.Iaidlaw.greatjobs.net 

. Have you? ' 
Did you know that roughly 70% 

of individuals diagnosed with 
Chlamydia and Gonorrhea in 
Douglas County are between 

the ages of 15 to 24? 
Don't you think it's 
time to be tested? 

( 

-
( 
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PHOTO BY WYNTER DAVIS/REGISTER 

Flllll_ woent Council members Kevin Mitchell and Phil Lomneth, both seniors, help.a child enjoy his time at a "Holiday Helpers" activity such as face painting, decorating cookies for Santa and making . 
iments for the Christmas tree. Kids found it fun, and the Student Council saw it as a great opportunity to help those teachers who help them so much. 

tudent Council makes a difference 
BY WYNTER DAVIS Gatalica said was fairly easy bccause they kept things the same as previous years. 

"It was tiring, but I had a great time," said senior Antea Gatalica about her 

ricncc with Holiday Helpers. "I love little kids.1hey were not ol.!t of control 
CU ',UI'I"" very energetic." 

On the day of the event, children checked in, met their Student Council buddy 

and participated in several activities including eating tasty snacks. 

"I jokingly tell the parents we fill them with sugar and send them home," said 

Storm . . 

Gatalica participated in Holiday Helpers during her sophomore as well as 

senior years. 
"1 think it 's a great idea,': she said. "I would take this idea to my dance studio. 

We have a lot of girls in the studio. The parents need a break. So definitely I would 

take this elsewhere." 
Holiday Helpers is an activity Student Council hosts annually to encourage 

and staff members to drop their children off in the courtyard for free 
1bough every year there was a large turnout of small children Student Council 

mem bers were still eager to participate finding ways to make it fun . 

Throughout the event-filled day, there were many memorable momcn ts but 

Gatalica has one she won't forget. 
. . irting. 

" \~ e first invited the IUds of the staff members then we prepared ourselves fo~ 

kids," said Judy Storm, Student Council sponsor. "We decided on co ~ kies for 

making decorations for the tree, watching children's movies and arts and 

"I baSically planned as well as promoted," said Gatalica. "Myself and Maya 

Doghman went grocery shopping." 

"The one thing I would have to say I will remember from that day is the face 

painting," she said. "One kid painted his whole face green. Another girl had a big 

fish on the side of her face. The kids painted (senior) Will Robbins's beard blue. Face 

painting was crazyl" 
frs. " 

Holiday Helpers has been around for several years and has become a tradition 

at Central. 

"The Holiday Helpers must have started five years ago. We did this as a way to 
Storm said that Holiday Helpers was a good way for the members to do 

ing for the teachers or staff during the winter break. Central's courtyard 

to be a great playground. 

do something nice for the staff," said Storm. . 

Storm said it was a great way for them to be able to shop for the holidays with 

their spouses or significant other and have time away from their kids. 

Storm said the most memorable moment for her was the year with her son 

Matthew Storm. 

"My son Matthew dressed as Santa Claus that year and made a guest 

appearance," said Storm. "One of the kids told his d~d he didn't think he was Santa 

because he had shoes just like Matt. We just laughed." As this year's Student Council president, Gatalica helped organize and plan 

events with Storm. As senior officers, Maya Doghman and Adrian 

nge took attendcnce and helped Gatalica set up the events. 

The concept of the program is to offer teachers free babysitting that also costs 

little to Student Council. Storm said that one thing she wanted to teach the Student Council members 

was the spirit of giving at Christmas or the holidays. 

Gatalica and Storm got together to plan and organize this actIvity, which 

"It didn't cost that much just peanut butter and jelly·sandwiches, and games 

and movies the members brought from home," Storm said. G iving without expecting in return. 

tudent wakes froni coma, loe>b --ro~ cewe f' - a- fter accident 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

For junior Johnnesha Brown, it was an ordinary day 

home from a trying day at school. 

On Nov. 2 she walked off the bus and that ordinary day 

changed in one instance. 

She was hit by a car. 

According to police reports, Brown was getting off the bus 

30th and Binney when a car accidentally hit her. Initially 

was in a coma. 

PrinCipal Greg Emmel said the staff was really worried 

Brown when they found out about the accident . 

Aerobics teacher Meredith Kinman, who had Brown in 

. of her classes, said she heard about the accident when she 

it on the news. The media did not release .the name at that 

but released the name that night. 

"I was scared for her," she said. "I knew it was bad." 

Ki nman immediately wanted to check up on her. She said 

called the hospital since the paper gave that information, 

talked to administrator Lyn Slobodnik about what room 

studen t was in . . 

Kinman's aerobic class also expressed concern over their 

Kinman said. Brown's aerobics class spent an entire 

period making her a big banner. 

"They still ask about her," she said. 

Kinman said the main thing she was worried about in 

the beginning was if Brown was even going to survive when 

she heard about the accident, because reports said it was bad. 

Kinman said when she first visited Brown she was still in a 

coma. 

"It was heartbreaking," Kinman said. 

She said if was very sad and difficult to see Bro~n with all 

of the tubes and machines surrounding her. 

Brown woke up from that coma a few days later on Nov. 

6th . 

The head of the Guidance department, Cathy Andrus said 

the parents of Brown talk with the family regularly, and many 

members of the school have visi ted her several times. 

Emmel said he remembered visiting· Brown at Eman uel 

Hospital on the physical rehab floor before Brown regained the 

ability to speak. Emmel said one of the things he remembered 

was Brown's mother telling him that she' was prilying that 

Johnnesha would get her voice back. 

To see and hear J ohnnesha's mother with tears in her eyes, 

Emmel said, you could see how important it was to her for her 

daughter to speak and get better. 

"Speaking was a very big step," Emmel said . 

The parents contacted the counseling department and 

. Emmel said it was clear that their daughter had to have long 

therapy, and needed help. The school raised funds to help offset 

the enormous medical bills. 

Money raised from the Guidance department selling pizza 

went to buying clothes for Brown for the hospital and also for 

rehab. National Honor Society held a penny drive to help with 

the bills. A donation fu nd was started at American National 

Bank and the school wrote a grant for financial help. 

"I think as a school we have big hearts and care for one 

another," Andrus said. 

She said she believes that the school wants to help people 

who are dealing ~t h a personal challenge, and everybody 

should be proud as a part of it. . 

"I think they could see here was one of our students 

involved in an accident, on the way from school, and it wasn't 

anybody 's fault, it was just a tragic accident," Emmel said. 

When the staff talked about fundraising, Emmel said Jen 

Statsny immediately volunteered National Honor Society. The 

staff talked about a couple of ideas of how they could help the 

family. 

"I think the students wanted to help one of their own, so 

they gave what they could," Statsny said. 

She said another reason why many students participated 

in the penny drive was the competition, and a lot of students 

know Brown and are friends with her. 

"I think it raised their (National Honor Society members) 

awareness that peope like themselves can find themselves in 

need in a blink of an eye," Statsny said. 

The penny drive took p l ~ c e for a week and a half, during 

the lunch periods, in the courtyard and cafeteria. 

Statsny said the times National Honor Society ran the 

drive was subject to the availability of the members. She said 

thi s was because a lot of the members did not have a free lunch 

period due to the amount of classes they were taking. 

After rehab, one of the biggest challenges for Johnnesha 

Brown will be her education. Andrus said the focus of Brown 

is getting healthy, but the school's staff will do everything in its 

power to help her catch-up after rehab. 

"My hope is that Johnnesha will continue to get bett ~ r 

and will be able to return to Central H igh School at some point 

in time," Emmel said. 

Kinman said she was very happy for Brown when she 

heard that she got out of the coma. She was also happy when 

she heard that Brown is doing well now. 

Go to· www.nolimitsnebraska.com 
and register. 

Yeah. It's that simple. 

WhiLe you're there. find out who's 
spending $ 75.8 million to own you. 

no limits 
Defy the Lie. Fight Big Tobacco. 

www.nolimitsnebraska.com 
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CARTOON BY KEVIN GIBBS/R 

Lack of abstinence lessons at fault for problem 
Every year three quarters of a million girls get pregnant. 

One fourth of people aged 15 to 24 contract a Sexually Transmitted Disease 

(STD) each year. 

Both could have been prevented with one simple action. 

Abstinence. 

Yes, abstinence. 
That one little word human growth and development teachers seem to be scared 

of teaching. 

those numbers. 
Studies have shown that teenagers who make vows to abstain until marriage that 

they have a slightly better chance of not getting an STD or pregnant. 

Those people also have less sexual partners than those who did not take such a 

vow. This helps lesson the chance of getting an STD. 

The studies have also shown that those who made absti nence vows delayed 

.' sexual intercourse about a year and a half than non-pledgers. That one year can make 

a big difference. . 

In Human Growth and Development classes the subject is barely 

mentioned in the class . EDITORIAL 
These abstinence vows have at least done more .than just talking 

about safe sex for teenagers. They need to be more stressed in Human 

Growth and Development classes, and teachers are just not doing 

that. 
The teachers throw abstinence in with the list of safe sex, but there The OPINION of 

is no discussion about abstinence. the Register staff 
Protection is touched upon more than abstinence is, something that 

should be remedied. 

Human Growth and Development classes shouldn't be teaching that abstinence 

is the only option for students, but the subject should be stressed more than it is. 

The fact is, abstinence is the only thing that will keep students from getting 

pregnant or a STD. 

The fact it isn't stressed enough in public schools should be enough to cause 

worry for some parents. 

Douglas County has one of the highest rates of gonorrhea in the whole country. 

Obviously teaching students safe sex is not enough anymore or else Douglas County 

wouldn't have this problem. 

Yes, there are teenagers that will continue to have sex and there are those that 

will get an STD. However, teaching more about abstinence could significantly lower 

Not everybody is co mfortable with taking abstinence vows, 

and not everybody should take them. It is their own choice, but they 

should know that they shouldn't rely on safe sex too much because it is not reliable. 

Schools shouldn't be forcing students to take those vows, however, just 

reinforcing the concept of abstaining until marriage will benefit students who take 

health classes. 

If students were taught abstinence, there wouHbe a lower rate of S11D's as well 

as unwanted pregnancies. 

Consequently there would be fewer abortions as welL 

If students are having sex, they should do it safely, but the fact remains that 

condemns can break. This isn't about anything religious, but about the emotional 

well-being and safety of these students. 

Almost everybody in Nebraska knows that the state has an obscene rate ofSTD's, 

some of the highest numbers in the entire country. If schools and health ,.,,'''--, 

concentrated a little bit more on teaching abstinence in human growth, those flll Ja,ctee 

could be lowered. 

Both the state and the country would benefit from increased talks in 

promoting waiting until marriage to have sex, 

Students as young in the fifth and sixth grade are being taught about 

human body. If teachers can stress abstinence, think of how those students 

influenced to abstain from sex in high school. 

T eaching abstinence would be a way for students to live healthier lives and 

have to worry about pregnancy or a potential disease. 

Teaching students more about abstinence could persuade them to at leas! 

about delaying sex u!1til they are mature enough to deal with the conseque nces 

getting pregnant or an STD. 

How to have safe sex is important, but teachers shouldn't forget to 

abstinence. Those classes are not giving students full information about all of ' 

options, because the class mainly focuses on only a few of them. 

Think of all of the money that could be saved just by teaching more 

abstinence in public schools. . 

'The ' government ' pays bve't a million dollars fOI .teenagl:'d· p~: U;; H ~hd 

money that could be saved if abstinence was promoted more. 

For the safety of those teenagers, Human Growth and Development 

need to stress abstinence, not just safe sex. 

For teenagers, maybe just hearing about abstinence will cause them to ·act1Jlil.IPrl 

think before they engage in sex. 

And that can make all the difference. 

Electronics less time managing more time wastin __ .~ .. 
In a world where the Internet, cell phones, and even iPods would work correctly 

and efficiently, that would be the good life. A balance between yin and yang. 

That would be the day. 

Well this is reality and time and time again has the Internet and even cell phones 

make life a little harder for most. At one point technology was sent here to help with 

time management now these gadgets only waste too much time. 

The same tools that our age group are crossing through this new digital age are 

. the same ones that have us staring into LCD (liquid crystal displays) screens like little 

kids staring inTO a candy shop, feeding on electronic waves. 

Just like the Internet when this brilliant yet additive machinery was invented, 

its creators probably didn't imagine so much endless mind-numbing Web sites that 

would take over. 

The whole purpose of the Internet is a main stream for information to expand 

or enhance your knowledge. Or just to do research on why Siddhartha Gautama is 

known has the "Enlighten One. "Whatever the case, but why research when you can 

search for tonight 's NBA prep games or go to an online shoe store for the latest shoes 

that haven't reached Omaha yet. Or even drown yourself with hundreds and hundreds 

of You Tube videos .. 

When the world is just one click away, it's really easy to misplace your priorities. 

The best way for not allowing yourself to be a prisoner of the Internet is to get more 

self-control. Prioritize your time. 

Strict laws cause criminal behavior 
Dear Editor, 

Parents just don't know that some teens misbehave because they don't have trust 

and are not allowed to do anything. The law is the same way. If it gave us just a little 

bit of freedom, we teens wouldn't have to sneak around to do things . That's all we 

need. 

Michelle Hines (9) 

Safe sex more useful than abstinence 
Dear Editor, 

I think that students should be thoroughly educated about safe sex with less of 

an emphasis on abstinence, because whether or not a teenager will have sex is largely 

a personal decision, and no amount of dated anti-sex propaganda they are given will 

stop them if they make the decision to have sex. It is better for people to be educated 

and practice safe sex than to spread diseases and get pregnant. 

Elijah Skolfield (10) 

'Online info is automatic public record 
,Dear Editor, 

If people publicly release information about themselves, they sho}1Jd know 

that anyone can look at it. Therefore, you should know that you shouldn't post any 
inappropriate information about yourself. 

Matt Vondrasek (9) 

,Personal sites give an accurate view 
Dear Editor, 

I feel that it can be a good idea for facebook to be used as a background check 

. because sometimes you want to know how the person really is, not just how they 
' appear to be. 

: M egan Taylor (10) 

Sign out of Myspace when you are doing homework. Having your user open is 

like putting everyone of your classmates on speakerphone. 

One conversation could lead to you fi nishing your ' homework at lunch. 

Now a device that keeps breaking people are cell phones. Even though parents 

might think that they are little more than a monthly bill. This simple product is really 

productive. 

Just like the Internet this also has media, music, and games. But once in a hand 

of a teenager it is lethal. The biggest craze is text, text and text. Not only can you say 

So much commotion comes up with cell phones and lOSing train of 

Either you're doing the ordinary task of talking or even downloading your 

ringtones. 

Instead of finishing up that last project three days late . The technology ha> 

kind of trace that humans can't fight the good fight yet. It's an on going battle. 

It's like setting yourself up to fail. 

In the business world it's very crucial that power points, computers and 

work correctly. 

Stock brokers, CEO's and Shareholder's lives work around cornp'JleJ.a.tes a whole conversation without talking to that person but it also comes 

with it's own language, ' 

The worst part with texting your time is cut in half. In the first 

five minutes you're doing your homework as planned, but then the 

next minute everything is dropped and your thumb is pcing back and 

fourth with exciting new details of the days events. 

EDITORIAL and Internet. Shareholders need to know the share and balance 

stock. Making sure the company doesn't regret the stock they 

Without these essential devices it would be like the Stock 

Crash of1929, Resulting in the fatal Great Depression. 

The OPINION of 
the Register staff 

That's not even half of it. The Philippines alone sends on the average 400 million 

text messages :l. day. When one person is getting five texts compnsed. That means five 

more are rushing back with just has much speed. 

It's a never-ending cycle of messaging. So whenever a parent asks their child why 

the phone bill is high and your child replies « Jdk my BFF Jill, or even Iqtms ... idk 

my BF Jordan." 

Houston we have a problem. 

LITTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS 

Abstinence sure cure for baby blues 
Dear Editor, 

There are a lot of girls pregnant this year, more than any other year. I think 

abstinence is very important, and something all high school students should be dOing. 

They need to really think if their emotionally and economically ready to raise a child. 

Most think they are, but living alone is harder than it seems. 

Elizabeth Vega (10) 

. Chaos and havoc in the cities. Mothers and children crying in "Wl.VUlt: 

middle of the stree'ts. Making shelter out of old scraps and newspapers . 

OK maybe it won't get that bad, but expect the unexpected. 

Management with technology can be pursued, but it can't be fully 

without the proper training, . 

Sooner or later there might be a time where !echnology won't be a luxury and ' 

right into your lap. One day you might have to go back to the Stone Age when 

didn't know fire or the wheel. Only time will tell . 

Focus on safe sex far more imr....",rT 
Dear Editor, 

I think having a class focused on abstinence is a waste oftime to me, I see sex 

something that you're going to do if you want to. A teacher telling you about . 

will hardly influence you. If teachers are going to talk about sex, they should te Il 

how to be safe, instead of completely ignoring the possibility of students having 

Alexis Page (10) 

Adult problems have like punish me 
Dear Editor, 

I believe if teens want the right to do whatever they want like adults then 

should also get punished like adults when they get into trouble. In a lot of 

today, teens are taking it way out of hand and getting MIPs and walking away 
nothing. 

Kaylee Hamilton (10) 

Old abstinence teachings don't stick 
Dear Editor, 

I think that even if we teach more about abstinence it won't make a big 

We are taught to stay abstinent until marriage from the age of nine or ten. As you 

see, it didn't really help. If people want to have sex they are going to. There is 

you can do to stop it. All you can do is teach them how to protect themselves. 

H aley Stoetzel (10) 

Teens rights consistently stepped on 
Dear Editor, 

Teen rights are just as important as any adults' or teachers' rights. Teens are ti·,I. B!:ttri , 

of being treated like children, we should be treated as young, growing adults . 

Victory D avis (11) 
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hones while 

driving not 

'ust teenage 

roblem 
Note to all teenage drivers in the 

of Nebraska: lock up all cell phones 

n you get into your car and keep 

there. 

ll,c Nebraska legislature passed a 

Lt st Apr il .that bans teenagers from 

'ng while using any election de \ ~ce 

they are 18. 

'Inc new law took effect on Jan. 1, 

Nebraska jOined several other states 

making it illegal for teenagers to drive 

use their cell phones. 

i\l l of us have heard about the 

of driving while talking o n the 

or have heard stories about people 

into a car crash because of a cell 

While it's abou t time Nebraska 

a law about banning the use of 

I phones whi le driving, simply put, it 

'. ,10 unfair law. 

Some teenagers will doubtlessly 

this law, as they should. This was 

~oo d law to pass, but should be ex­

to everybody in the state, not just 

under the age of 18. 

1 t's unfair for the ban just to target 

certain age group since there are people 

,!II age groups that drive while using 

d cctronic de~ce. One can make the 

that 25 year olds are just as likely to 

or text on a cell as a 17 year old. 

In a study by Harris In teractive, 

results showed that almost three out 

tour adults talk on a c~ ll phone or a 

ds- free device while driving. Com­

. , that to only 61 percent of 16 and 

vear olds who were fou nd use their 

~ CIle l'l. ,.,' 1 1 phone while driving in a survey con­

rat,a l, ".".,., by "Seventeen" magazine and the 

erican Automobile Association. 

Adults are just as likely to talk on 

ir cell phone while driving as teen­

, ye t there are no laws in Nebraska 

idding anyone over the age of 18 the . 

of a cell phone while driving. 

It's like an adult telling a 15 or 16 

old not to wear red because of their 

while the adult making the decision 

,Iressed up in a red shirt . 

Because adults arc not included in 

.e ban, teenagers have more incentive to 

the ban. They see adults drive to 

work while 

talking on 

ON f a cell phone 

X~'t~fl. u, " "' and I ' '' 1h~y .. 
I - "';;';';";';';;~;';';;;"';:~~ wonder why 

they are not 

owed to. The ban would have more 

ItmW1l:rcdi bility ifit included adults. 

While teenagers are more likely to 

t into an accident, when it comes down 

cell phones it is not experience that 

_ ", ,,prc the most. It is the conversation 

provides the distraction. 

While teenagers make up about 40 

..... - . ,,",,0' nt of car crashes due to cell phone 

, the other age groups make up the 

Il1 o,ht . ~ P ' T . ning percen t. Once again teenag­

are being unfairly puni shed because 

their age. All drivers using their cell 

'm es can be dangerous to the other 

period, not just teenagers. 

There arc five states in the country 

have banned all drivers from us­

cell phones while driving, and other 

,Ultl . Mares should follow their example ifthey 

to implement a cell phone ban . 

the cell phone ban in Nebraska 

tan". ma\,· lower the number of accidents tee n­

are in, it will not solve the overall 

of cell phone use while driving. 

While the ban has the potential to 

thousands oflives a year, think of all 

other lives that can be saved by ex­

ing the bill to include all drivers. To 

a truly Significant impact in low­

mal. rinO' the rate of car crashes due to cell 

use, adults need to be included in 

law. 

1 r would be very easy to make a 

'sion in the law that would include 

over the age of 1 B in the ban. 

the Nebraska legislature would have 

do is 

While the law has good intentions 

wi ll help keep drivers as safe as pos­

this law specifically targets teenag­

'[he legislature should take another 

at this law and amend it so anybody 

drives follows the'same rules. 

After all, an adult is just as like to 

into a crash because of cell phone 

For the safety of everybody, the Ne ­

legislature should create a new bill 

ing any cell phone use by all driv-

GRAPHIC BY KEVIN GIBBS/REGISTER 

new legislature bill could 
Itirt:. p • .,+..;~. teens on whether or 

they will be able to do such 

ngs as talk on the phone as 

drive. 

GRAPHIC BY KEVIN GIBBS/REGISTER 

Crowds cut down by administration 
For some, there is no better place than a Central basketball game. 

The school unites to celebrate an age-old tradition of elite basketball. 

Students come together as one to support one of the best high school 

teams in Nebras,ka. There is no better example of school spirit. 

Central's student section is one of the best in the state. Students 

make up one of the largest and most passionate sections 

"Our student section got really angry at all the bad calls the 

refs were making. We started cussing and sayi ng a lot of bad stuff," 

Chonis remarked. 

The administrators decided to step in. Teachers yelled repeatedly 

at the students to knock it off. Central students were not at their 

finest. 

But the outbursts continued. The students' rage 

demanded the ch eer be stopped . 

pOSSible. So passionate, that sometimes certain students 

may get carried away and use profanity. EDITORIAL 
now was directed more towards the ad ministrators 

at the game than at the basketball court. Teachers 

threatened to kick anyone out who continued to 

retaliate. 

The fact that chanting "O-P-S" is viewed like chanting expletives 

is ridiculous. Ever since Central students wore "1 heart OPS" shirts 

to a basketball game against Millard North in 2005, when OPS was 

beginning the plan to annex other districts and create one overall 

school district, the game was called a "political rally" by news stations 

covering the game. Administrators are tryi ng to make sure that it 

doesn't happen again. 

Students have f reedom of speech and are allowed to show pride 

fo r their school and their district. There is a certain point where 

teachers must cease trying to control student cheers. 

This, of course, is un acceptable, and absolutely canno t 

be tolerated. 

............. 
The OPI NION of 

It began at the Central-Cre ighton Prep game on 

January S'h. Prep, bei ng one of Central's fiercest rivals 

the Reg ister staff 

(along with having an extremely lively student section), tends to bring 

out the competitive d rives in Central fans. vVith sloppy play and fouls 

abound, Central fans felt frustrated with their team's play and the 

referees' calls. This frustration lead to frequent outbursts of profanity 

and inappropriateness. 

' ;" , , NathanChonis, ll'sophoniore at Central, is a'n \ivid basketball fan 

and attended the Prep game. 

"It didn't fecllike you were at a basketball game," 

Chon is goes on to say. "It wasn't much fun." The 

teachers' close watch on the students' words continued onto the next 

"I guess th e teachers expect more because were Central students, 

but I'm really angry tha t they're trying to stop us from doing stuff," 

Chonis said. 

game. During a climatic point in the game, Central's section began to Cursing at basketball games is not acceptable. 

chant "O-P-S ! O-P-SI" Teachers need to be on top of things like that because sometimes 

This chant is used as a way for Central fans to convey their stude nts' emotions can ge t out of hand. 

passion for their district, which some students like to express when . ~ut ~he .fact of the matter is that. a line must be dr ~wf! , :-,,'here 

Central plays oppor\e'~ts ' that do not beiorig tin the Omaha fYuBlic"""1:eYcJ-ie'ts"C'an' lf1!tb'mine whether o'r'liot'sfUdeni's 'C.\.rl say something 

Schools D is trict. At this point, an administraror angrily ran over and Profanity and district pride are two completely different things. 

New grading policy unfair to student body 

60% 60% 
There is a new grading policy schools arc showing inter­

est in that may not be fair to the ir student body. In efforts to 

keep all kids on the same track and to eliminate some of the 

negative aspects of grading, schools arc reso rting to dimin­

ishing zeros in th eir scori ng policy. 

The student who si ts in the back of a regular class, asleep 

while the teacher lectures, may appreciate this new idea. This 

means they can't fail. 

And even if they fa il, or rather don't fee l the need to 

hand in their assignments, the lowest grade they can get is a 

D , or a 60 percent. 

The stude nt in the front of the honors or AP class with 

their hand raised , pencil po ised 

and ready to write, listen ing 

intently certain ly would not ap- EDITORIAL 
preciate this. Despite the ir hard T h ~· OPINiON of 

efforts, th ey get no benefit in the Register staff 
this new grading policy, bur th e 

ones who don't do anything get 

an easier ride. 

One can see the frustration from both sides. Except for 

the student of course who wants to guarantee th ey will pass, 

yet not do the work. 

VVhya school would eve n consider this option is pain­

fully unclear. By creating a easy way out for students, the 

district is defeating the purpose of school. If the student 

knows they can goof off-and still pass the class, how are they 

supposed to be motivated to learn? 

Eve n though the program is supposed to h elp all stu­

dents by eliminating harmful or negative aspects of school 

and ensuring a fa ir chance for every student to succeed, all 

it is really doing is givi ng an easy way out for the students 

who don't care. 

CARTOONS BY ANITA HODGE 

Nebraska public education: Unsatisfactory 
A recent study conducted by th e Education Research Center 

shows the downside to attending an Omaha Public Schools, .or any 

sc hool in Nebraska. The Education Research Center released "report 

cards" for overall education quality in the United States. Nebras ka 

d idn't do so wel l. 

The overall score for the state of Nebraska's ed ucation sys tem is a 

D+ for K-12'h grades. Thi s fact is extremely embarrass ing fo r Omaha 

Public Schools especially after an embarrassing national spotlight 

over legislative bill 1024. 

ll,e report looked over six categories and Nebraska 

The measures of our educational shortcomings are bad indeed; 

most 4th and 8th graders are not proficien t in either reading or 

mathematics. Only about two -thirds of all 9th graders graduate 

fmm high school within four years. And those students who do 

receive dip lom as are too often unprepared for college o r the modern 

workplace. 

And as if this news cou ld get any worse, we find 

out that Nebraska ranks number thirty- fifth in state 

physical education programs. 111is study concluded 

that Nebraska's physical education 

program needs some major updating. was rated number forty-seven in State education. 

Some categories for th e report included Academic 

Achievement, Rigor of Standards. and F lexibi li ty in 

Policy. 

EDITORIAL . And even on top of that, there 

is expected to be ,I shortage of over 

tv<'O million teachers by the year 2010. 

ll,i s fa ct ca nn ot mean good news for 

T h ~ · oPYNioN of 

And although the overa ll finding is that state 

education is slipping, many states are doing an excellent 

the Register staff 

job of educating K - 12 '}, graders. Nebraska was among the bo ttom 

ten of states who needed to pick Lip the pace. 1l,C bottom five 

includes Louisiana, Mississippi , Alabama, California and Nevada. 

Massachusetts, iVl innesota, New Hampshire, Vermont, and New 

Jersey made the top five on the United States Chamber of Commerce's 

li st o f state education . 

Although N ebraska sco red a 0 + on the national level, the Omaha 

Public School 's District received a 0 -. Academic achievement in 

stud ies such as math and scie nce in the OPS di strict wne lower than 

the state average. 

this education sl ump that the nation 

is already going through. ' n,a t means the student to 

teacher ratio will be almost thirty- to-one. 

On January 9''', the Nebraska State Legislature 

met on a bi ll introduccd to rai se teacher salaries. llle 

issue is that State Lawmakers are concerned that 

teachers will leave Nebraska to find better-paying 

jobs in other school districts. 1l1is is a serious problem 

conS id ering th at in the next ten years over two mill ion 

new teachers will be needed due to teacher retirem en t 

in the state ofNebrasb. 

The co nclusion of thi s report card is obvious; the states 

individllally need to do a far better job of monitoring and delivering 

quality schooling. And that goes back to paying teachers berter. 

updating ou r physical education programs, and studying harde r in our 

math classes. 

ILLUSTRATION BY ALI HODGE/REGISTER 
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"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the 

people to peaceably assemble, and to petition the government 

for a redress of grievances." 

FIrst Amendment of the United States, ratified Dec. 15, 1791 

... ~ . .. .. 
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POLITICA LLY INCO RRE 

As 1 entered the Merrill Middle School 

in Des Moines, Iowa, home of precinct 71 

of the Iowa Caucus, I could fee l an iiltense 

buzz as I stepped into the school. 

Camera crews, ranging from local news 

stations to CNN to a crew with a reporter 

reporting a story in Japanese, hovered 

around the school eager to extract any 

possible information. 

People scurried around, rushing to their 

precincts, excited to be part of something so 

important. It was the Iowa Caucus. 

The Iowa Caucuses are the first of 

many electoral events held in which voters 

get an up close and personal view of the 

presidential candidates. 'The caucuses overall 

are a prelude to the upco ming elections in 

November 2008. 

But the Iowa Caucus is arguably 

the most important. With a win in Iowa, 

a preSidential candidate can catapult 

themselves to the fro nt of the race, gaining 

momen tum to pull off wins in other caucuses 

down the road. Along with the win comes 

increased media attention and popularity. 

This increased responsibility given to the 

Iowa Caucuses captivated my interest. 

When my Aunt invited us over to her house 

in Des Moines to join her in the process, our 

family jumped at the opportunity. 

Because we were from Omaha, we 

could not directly participate in the caucus. 

We received a name tag with the title 

"observer" and were told to move to the 

corner of the gym when the caucus began. 

The D emocratic caucus is run differently 

from the Republican caucus. The Democrats' 

caucus features a more dynamic style, which 

includes people moving around and settling 

into groups, whereas the Republica ns sit 

down and take a well-organized vote. 

There were multiple sections in the 

gym, one for Barack Obama, John Edwards, 

Hilary Clinton, Bill Richardson, among 

others. People excitedly sat down and 

impatiently waited for an address from the 

caucus leader. 

The observers sat in the corne r of the 

gym, some watching intently while others 

lingered idly. "lhis is a first hand account 

of democracy in action," my dad said, and I 
shrugged, uninterested. 

f!j ~ . 

/ I~ 
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Jurisdiction 

good for 

schoolsafte 
Pro 

A disagreement between students can result in fighting 

unruly behavior, but if they save the actions to take place 

of school walls, is it really any less of a problem? 

]f any crime occurs outside of school property, 

it due to location does no good. If people pass drugs 

the halls of school they get in trouble with both the school 

police, but on the city streets, should the school system 

jurisdiction? 

Overall it serves multiple causes. By carrying puni 

over to the school district it not only keeps law abiding 

cents safe, but also keeps from serving a negative le sson. 

]f teens only get caught by school while on school 

it teaches the lesson to stick to the streets instead of in 

seeing as the punishment is greatly reduced based on you 

tion. 

]f you get caught in school, you 

get both municipal and school dis­

trict sanctions, whereas if the crime 

takes place on the street, you've only 

really got the Omaha Police De­

partment to worry about. Only an 

idiot would stick around for school, 

EDITORIAL 

which probably would increase the number of students ,L''''''''O_ 

school. 

A recent example of schools trying to extend their re.l ,h 

jond s21~'? 1.. ~s was w~en a teen i~ a],alston area high 
was receritWthreatened through a voice-mail message , and or. 

social networking website. 

The school staff had its hands tied , because the incident 

curred outside of school, they could not suspend the student 

take any other serious action because they didn't have th e 

ity. 

This simply makes the point, that while many worn' 

much punishment for a crime is just unfair to the studenT. 

also must account for the students they are forced in to 

with. 

In all likelihood, the Ralston High teen isn't going ; (1 

very secure at school, knowing that the threatening studen: 

be removed from her classes. Also, if students commit mU l 

a serious drug crime, why on earth would letting them back' 

the school be a good idea~ 

If you want safety, and for OPS to cover all its bases in 

unsafe situation, then jurisdiction outside of school propern 

only sure cure for the big problem. 

At first the caucus was extremely boring, 

espeCially before the man addressed the 

crowd, but when the counting began, things 

started getting interes ting. For the candidate 

to be "viable", or seriously considered as a 

candidate in the caucus , they needed 15% of 

the total votes. 

Joe Biden was the firs t to be inviable, 

and his voters were forced to join another 

candidates group. 

Getting teachers mad, teens' new pastime 
YouTube has become a phenomenon all over the world. 

The disappointment on Biden's 
What are now famous musicians have become famous because 

have shown. So in many cases these videos can help discard a 

teacher that is nor cut out for the job. 

On the other hand students' cell phones, 

The professor gets up, grabs the student 's cell phone ' 

smashes it out of pure frustration. 

Maybe he was just having a bad day. 

Centra l Journalism 

@ops.org 

supporter's faces was extremely apparent, 

but it was accompanied by anxiety, as 

the abandoned voters looked for another 

candidate to choose. 

of it. But these videos posted on the web for all 

to see can also have the opposite effect. One ca n 

become infamous for what they do or say on a 

video. 

EDITORIAL cameras and recording devices aren't even 

supposed to be turned on during school hours. 

But could that even be an excuse that would hold up ,n 

legal case? ....... ...... 
E-MA IL The OPlNION of Of course it's wrong ro intentionally make 

their teachers upset. 

Probably not. 
124 N. 20th Sl. 
Omaha, NE 68102 

MAIL 

402.557.3357 

PHONE 

402.557.3339 

Teacherbating has become a new trend in web 

videos. Students in class intentionally rile up their 

the Register staff Ihere are so many factors to consider wh en de . 

FA X 

This process continued until only three 

were left: Hilary C linton, Barack Obama, 

and John Edwards. A final count was held, 

and Obama was determined the winner. As' 

we left the school at the end of the caucus, ] 

fully understood the meaning of the caucus. 

It was more than the publicity, the camera 

crews, and the media. 

teachers, either by making constant jokes or something of equal 

annoyance, and th en post them on websites such as YouTube. 

When the words 'mad teacher' were searched in YouTube, 110 

results came up. When the words 'mad teacher videos' were 

searched in Google, more than 1,450,000 items came lip in 

31 seconds. 

Everyone had their own opinion, and 

was showing it th at night. It was truly 

democracy in action. 

While these videos can be thoroughly entertaining, is it 

right? 

The O maha Central High 

School Regis ter seeks to 

inform its readers accurately 

as to items of interest and 

importance. 

The staff strives to uphold 

the principles of journalism in 

all its proceedings. 

respon si ble for the pu blica tion 

of the EDGE feature magazine, 

which has also won a first 

place Best-in-Show award for 

specialty publications. 

The Register has won 

multiple NSPA Pacemakers. 

The Pacemaker is 

considered the Pulitzer Prize 

o f high schoo l journalism. 

I t has also won many 

Cornhusker awards from 

NHSPA. 

It has been awarded Gold 

and Si lver Crowns from CSPA 

Some teachers can get very out of control, as the videos 

Central High School or the 

Register staff. 

Letters to the edito r are 

encouraged . 

They can be sent to the 

Register at 124 N. 20th St., 

Omaha, NE 68102 or via e­

mail to Central.Journalism@ 

ops.org. 

Letters must include the 

author 's full name and grade. 

But shouldn't there be a line drawn of 

how excessively the teachers react? They should know how to 

controi them sel ves ami caLl for security. Where should the line 

be drawn? 

Some people say yelling is verbal abuse.] s it really? Or is it 

when teachers start yell ing profanities? Is it when they destroy 

your personal bclo n g ing s~ 

1 n one video on YouTube titled, "Angry Mobile Teacher", 

shows a coLlege professor los ing his temper after a student's cell 

phone rang three tim es. 

07 -08 Register Staff 

Ali Hodge 

whether or not this is right or wrong. 

Obviously, intentionally provoking 

absolutely uncalled for and against the rules. 

But what if it wasn't? 

What if the students just happened to be in the rl.sSf()O"r. 

with a camera and or cell to record the instructor that 

going ballistic? 

W ould that suffice as evidence? Or would student, 

punished for having their electronics out during school 
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CARTOON BY ANITA HODGE/REGISTER 

"Parents just don't know that some 

teens misbehave because they don't have 

trust and are not allowed to do anything. 

The law is the same way. I f it gave us just a 

little bit of freedom, we tee ns wouldn't have 

to . sneak around to do things. That's all we 

need." 

Schools should 

butt out when it 

comes to crime 
Con 

A school'.s mission is not to police students outside of school grounds. A school 

should serve as a safe place to get an education. 

Education, sociaHzation, and discipline are the responsibility of a school , not 

to encroach upon students' daily lives. 

The subject of widening school systems' jurisdictions is now suggested often. 

Supporters of these changes think school intervention could solve some rare 

problems. 

One issue is that of harassment over the Internet, or "cyber bullying." Whether 

bullying or harassment occurs inside or outside of a school, help can be sought. 

Students can speak to guidance counselor or call an anonymous hot line if their 

problem needs attention. 

These useful sources can help the student take action-even if the school 

can't. 

In most cases, with the current jurisdiction " limi~ s ," the school can take action. 

If a conflict continues between two students, the school can discipline the bullies. 

Other matters occurring outside school boundaries should be dealt with by 

outside authorities. 

lf it is a police matter, let the justice system handle EDITO RIAL 
it. 

One issue is the drug trade, which carries a 

'double consequence' when done in school. When I 

done outside of school, it has nothing to do with school 

proceedings. 

The OPINION of 
the Register staff 

, Proponents of widened jurisdictions say that this 'double consequence' in 

school only encourage drug deals outside of school. 

If jurisdictions w~re .wi,dened, all d.I1lg deals between students would carry 
rhe se~o~~~e~. ~ ~ ..... " I · ~ · .... , ~ Ii' ' , ""of-, I·.·· 

Dealing drugs in school would carry the same consequence as it would outside 

of school. 

W ouldn't that just promote the drug trade at school? Allowing a school system 

to take action would only complicate the matter. . 

Allowing a school system to possess complete control over the ir students 

would not be ethical. 

Widening a school system's jurisdiction would be a breach of students' rights 

as citizens. It would take away the students already limited freedom. 

Their power would con tradict the rights to privacy the students have by law. 

Also, this power held by school officials would inevitably be abused, allOwing 

school officials to delve into students' personal information. 

The control of this public jurisdiction should only be held by law enforcement 

and other outside agencies. 

. Schools have enough to handle within their education system. 

Their counselors and administrators are already overburdened with troubled 

students. It seems too m\lch to reach out into matters not happening within the 

school. 

Allowing schools to have more power than they already do would cause 

problems for students and the already complicated school administrations. 

Michelle Hines (9) 

Being 

different 

proves 

desirable 

trait 

I find it very funny when people 

label me. It's almost cute actually. Yes I 

know that I am not your typical quote­

un-quote black girl. I would rather rock 

a pair of Vans than the newest Jordan's 

any day. Or wear skinny jeans with flats 

that match my purse. I'm always out of 

the ordinary. 

It's what fits me and if you would 

ask me why I dress, act, or eve n talk 

the way I do. I couldn't gi ve you a good 

explanation only that it's me. 

My cousin told me one day that 

someone was making a comment about 

me and the person they were talking to 

said oh" , the black white girl. I didn't 

know that I was a brand now. If that's 

what people want to call me, whatever 

floats their .boat, it 's kind of amusi ng 

really. Because what is black or white? 

Life is what you make it. 

I can't help that I act different. I 

would rather be a rose in a concrete rather 

than a rose in a garden where everything , 

looks similar and has the same fragrance, ; 

A rose coming from concrete has strain;! 

it's ecc~~ t ~ i c a.nd has essence. l ! " ER~~~ 
\vith a: story. Okay, fair enough. : 

I don't have a mean bone in me, 

While I have a bi t of a temper you 

wouldn't know that because 1 smile all 

the tim e in the hallway. I talk to anyone 

that what's to lis ten and have a variety 

of friends. 

I talk to e'veryone even if stereo 

typically they are from a different group. 
To each is own. . 

Like when I am in my different 

activities Volleyball, Pam Squad and 

Student Council. There's a mix up of 

diverse characters . 

I'm like a chameleon I can adapt to 

any environment that time need be. But 

still have the same mor~t1s. 

I fit in anywhere that's the one thing 

that I can't help to understand. 

rip around the world shows big life experiences 

That I can get along with a lot of 

people . Even with our differences and 

issues. We find so mething in common or 

comparable, 

One thing that I can say 1 am really 

different when it comes to music choice. 

I have a wide choice of music. 
"[ just don't want to die without a few scars," wrote Chuck 

. uk in his book The Fight Club. When 1 first read it, of course, 

was thinking about the character as blood leaked through his lips 

stitches hung broken on the inside of his cheek. I didn't read it 

myself. But after this Christmas, 1 realized that I agree, To protect 

f against scars your entire life would be to live fairly dull, 

ch is what I had done before in Omaha. 1 had lived thinking in 

ah a, making friends just in Omaha, making a life in Omaha and 

around living within the bubble that was for right now my home. 

step outside the bubble and stand open and vulnerable before the 

is amazing, but also opening yourself up to scars if you wilL 

that would not leave a mark on your skin, but rather on your 

nce. Getting hurt. Not overcoming a language barrie r. Relying 

on your$elf and failing. Getting lost. Missing home. All in the 

of living. W as it worth it? Did I want to die with scars if scars 

nt putting myself in a situation that could potentially turn out 

Iy? Absolutely. 

This is what I realized as I was standi ng on a rocky path in a 

i-_. " 0 , in th e middle of Harajuku, Tokyo pressed up against hundreds 

other festively dressed Japanese people. 

All my life I have been interested in Asian culture, For the last 

years as 1 have been studying the Japanese 

l. r')(ll2llte. my interest in Japan has, needless to say, 

. hed along side my conversational and writing 

This C hristmas I received the opportunity 

t was completely awe-inspiring; the chance to 

in Ookayama, Tokyo with close fr iends for 

, weeks. But that also meant flying across the 

by myself for the first time on a foreign 

navigating Tokyo a little bit on my own and 

the people had for one another. Smile. Bow. Hand you objects with 

two hands rath er than one. Bow. Smile. Domo arigato gozaimasu, 

When I say the experience was otherworldly for me it is com­

pletely an understatement. The truth is that there is not a word in the 

English dictionary to describe what the time spent in Japan meant 

to me. I drank, ate, even breathed in every detail of this stereotypical, 

yet oddly mysterious way oflife. I learned that I was a much more 

independent person when it was needed of me, which gives me great 

comfort as I can see coLlege on my horizon. I also cherished the time 

spent with my incredibly kind, rare friends and enjoyed meeting new 

ones. But above all, 1 realized the importance of culture in our world; 

which brings me back to why I was standing in a forest with a whole 

bunch of strangers. 

For OIle, Tokyo is immensJey crowded, And by this time of 

my trip 1 was so used to being touched by people I didn't know 

that someone could have put their arm around me and I would 

have hardly noticed . We all were on ou r way to the Togo shrine, 

one of the largest and most famous Shi nto shrines in Tokyo, 

located in the teenage shopping capital of the world, Harajuku. It 

was two days after the year 2008 had begun and in true Japanese 

tradition, we were goi ng to welcome the new year and cast our 

wishes for what we would li ke to come in the 

following twelve months. There was a long walk 

through a neat forest to get to the shrin e. The 

walk would not have taken so long if we had not 

been stopped by the massive crowd of people 

toward the end waiting to do exactly the same 

thing we were going to do. And there we waited. 

men with their arms around their girlfr iends, many of whi ch was 

dressed beautifully in a traditional kimono in celebration of the new 

year. I felt so different from th ese people who had a blood connection 

to thi s trad ition, yet I can't say that I would have it any other way. 

Now that I'm home, 1 look back on the scars, The fear of bei ng 

on my own sometimes in a forei gn ci ty still makes my heart race. The 

language barrier I hardly penetrated still brings that feeling of hope­

less rise in the pi t of my stomach . But also the sight of Pokemon or 

stories ofJapan on the news bring back an overpowering joyous feel­

ing. Who knew that living openly and allowing myself to become so 

close to a family half way across the world would bring with it such a 

feeling of familiarity and a connection that will last a lifetime . Those 

are the scars I cherish. Those are the scars I don't want to d ie without, 

'ng with a language, money, and people that I 

nothing about, Potential scars. 

A __ ~ __ 

"Are you cold?" Asked the friend who I was 

acco mpanying, Shinji-san. I replied with a smil e 

and a 'no.' Japan had not been cold the entire 

time I had been there. And even ifit had been, it 

1 arrived to a dark, rainy version of Japan shortly after landing 

a thirteen hour flight. Even just the arrival to Japan was amaz­

as was every minute there after. It was the shock bf the drastic 

Lights. City. 

The smells of foreign food wafting from ramen shops. 

Konban-wa, hijamimashite, 

Large; impressive advertisements, 

An incredible amount of people. 

Gomennasei. Watashi -wa Nehongo-o hanashimasen. 

The house in which 1 stayed was magnifice nt and jus t watching 

the family th at is, in their own environment was enough for 

,"!he local grocery srore became one of my favo rite places to go. 1 

in awe at the genuine respect and kindness ninety percent of 

wou.ld have been nothing compared to the harsh winds and snow 

th at swept across the mid western plain , Shinji-san was the hus­

band of the woman who had been so kind >1S to teach me Japanese 

for the short while that she was my neighbor in Omaha. She and 

her son, Hibiki-chan were not with us th at even ing being as a four 

year old probably could not handle standing in a crowd like we 

did for what turned out to be nearly two hours. Thi s family was a 

strong reason 1 was so eager to get to Japan as they are some of the 

most kind-hearted and loving people I know. 

The Togo temple after we arrived was a sight that will be 

forever burned into my memory; it was so incredibly beautiful. As 

dusk drew near, so did we to the large pagoda style shrine in the 

heart of the woods. Walking underneath its large golden decorated 

entranees were fo reigners from all over the world, whole families, 
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People take their time as they shop in Ookayama, Tokyo. 

On my iTunes the sky is the limit. 

I will listen to anything that as a good 

melody and lyrics. I like people that 

think outside the box and look at music 

as a canvas rather than a label. 

I am not ashamed to admit that 

I like Amy Winehouse, Nora Jones, 

Corrine Bailey Rae and even Gym Class 
Heroes. . 

When it 's my best friend Ashley 

and 1 in the car I can relate to some of 

the rock songs that come on the radio. 

Or that I love Avril Lavigne way before 

her single Girlfriend. 

With music you can call it what you 

want. Don't get me wrong 1 still listen to ' 

R&B music that 's my favorite genre. : 

I love everything from B eyonce~ 

Chris Brown, Alicia Keys, Nc-Yo and 

Trey Songz. I would have to say that my 

all time favo rite rappe r hands down is 

Kanye West. He is pure gen iu s. 

Everything he spits has depth. He 

would look at a glass half full rather 

than haft empty. Whenever he raps 1 

actually listen to what he says. It's poetry 

transformed into a song. 

H e is not your average rapper, as you 

would already know that. H e remi nds 

me of myself. 

He doesn't wear baggy pants or 

jerseys like the next rapper in line would. 

More like sweaters, polo's and Louis 

Vuitton book bags. Pink for him is the 

new black. 

His music has a different feeling in 

each song. He doesn't stay stuck on one 

sound. He goes from hip-hop, punk rock, 

to techno and back to classical. 

l fit's one person that would con nect 

with me it 's him. "Everything I'm not 

made me everythi ng I am," said best by 

Kanye West. 

[ find that very interesting. I am not 

a typi cal girl, I rclate to everyone , 



Westroads 

tragedy hurts 

ll10re due to 

close proximity 

Nine dead. 'lhat's what the headline of the TV read. Nine 

people are dead. Well, acmally it's eight people if you don't 

count the person who caused this tragedy. I keep saying to 

myself over and over. J still can't wrap my head around it. 

I shop at Wcstroad 's Mall at least three times a 

month. I'd go there with my best girlfriends and we'd have a . 

blast shopping, eating, and boy scouring. Not even once did it 

cross my mind that I could have been shot. 

I was sitting in 9th hour waiting for the final bell to 

ring. To my right is a usually very reserved, quiet girl opening 

her cell phone to check her new text messages. Then she 

startles everyone by yelling "Oh my Gosh!"The class looked at 

her with shock. As she realized how loud she had yelled she 

looked at her phone again and told the students around her, 

including me, that there had been a shooting at Westroad 's 

Mall. 

For some reason, at first it 'didn't seem like that big of 

a deal. I figured no one 'got hurt and it was just some snlpid 

guy trying to scare people. T really didn't think it would be this 

serious. 

I walked downstairs into the journalism room. On the 

overhead screen was live streaming video of the horrific scene 

outside Westroad's. I thought to myself, "\Vow this must be 

pretty serious." I still thought that the whole mess would be 

over by the time I got off work at 7:30 . 

As I hopped into the passenger scat of my mom's 

car, I heard the announcer on the radio discussing the 

shooting massacre . He said that the police were saying to 

stay away from the Westroad's Mall area. Then it sank in 

even morc. 'Dlis is really dangerous.] arrived home, grabbed a 

snack and turned on the TV. I had already forgotten ahout the 

massacre. On the TV was more breaking news coverage about 

the shooting. This t ime I learned it was fatal. Two people were 

confirmed dead. 

1 drove to work knowing that this is what everyone 

would be talking about. Customer's coming through my 

checkout line kept spewing out new informatio n that they had 

heard on the news, Everyone's stories kept changing . Someone 

said now there were 14 people confirmed dead. Someone else 

said there were nin e confirmed dead. 

As 1 was ringing up an elderly lady's groceries, she 

looked at me with a frustrated look on her face . 

''I'm just trying to figure out what 's wrong with 

people these days", s~e sighed." All you young peopl e and 

your Video games .... 

Now I had a frustrated look on my face. H ow could 

she categorize all "young people" by one person. No, I do not 

play video games. And if I did it would not cause me to go 

and shoot a whole bunch of random people, or anyone at that. 

The rest of the week went by and all of the front 

page stories of the Omaha World Herald were about the 

shooting. The talk of each and everyone of my classcs was 

about the massacre. A few of my classmates worked at the 

mall. Some were talking about qui tting. 

We cannot let him to this to us. If we let anything 

that scares us get in the way of our daily life, where would we 

be? 

Nowhere. 

We are st ripping ourselves of opportunities because 

of one guy. One coward who was so selfish and thoughtless . 

My dad announced that our family would be going 

to go to W estroads to eat lunch and support the merchants. 

I was so scared. I felt like I was going to walk back into a 

nightmare. 1 didn't want to go. I didn't want to risk it. 

We walked into Dick's Sporting Goods, opposite 

Von Maur.There was a surprising amount of people there. 

Some of them looked very wary of what was going on around 

them, just like J was. Others looked like they had no idea of 

the horrible massacre that had just happened days hefore. J 
was able to walk past Von Maur. 

1 couldn't believe this was the site of the chaos only 96 

hours ago. It was so surreal. 

In the food court I saw at least 3 security guards 

keeping close watch over the hungry shoppers and passers-by. 

I enjoyed the meal with my fami ly, I even almost forgot that 

this very mall was a crime scene days earlier. That is until the 

12-foot Christmas tree in the middle of the food court caught 

my attention. It was covered with paper cut-out s nowflakes ~ 

As my fami ly and I got up to throw our trash away, we took a 

closer look at the unique ornaments . 

There were tiny, plastic snowflakes that had the victims' 

picture in ~ ide . Other paper snowflakes had messages of 

sympathy written on them. Things like (' You're in our thoughts 

and prayers" and "You arc remembered" . Others had bible 

scripture on them. 

Other shoppers began to gather around th e tree 

and read the inspiring messages. At this time I fclt a sense 

of peace. It was like the citizens of Omaha were uniting and 

empathizing with each other. There had never been anything 

this big before and now we knew what it was like. No doubt 

9/11 was t ragic. It was devastating, but we couldn't fully 

empathize with New Yorkers because it's so far away. The 

Columbine shooting was devastating as well, but once again 

we couldn't fully empathiz,e. 

Now we knew what it was like. 

We knew what it was like for it to happen to us. 

Like I said before, we can't let this change us. If we do 

then he won. It would be exactly what he wanted. 

And why would we give him that? 

Recent tragedy desensitizes Omaha 
When the words of a shootin )!; at the \Vcstroads M'll l 

came into pIa}' W edn c"lay afternoo n. Students got a hundred 

text message throug hout the huilding. 

S'''lIe bd ievecl while others laug hed and thoug ht it was a 

pra ctica l joke. J\ lot o f the response were hrie f "Oh really," or 

"What, arc you serious!" No one eve r tho ug ht or even imagi ned 

th at nine people that day lost their lives. 

Now Omaha is ranked number one tilr mall massaC{e. A 

ma ssacre, meani ng slaughter and mass murder. 

Until people phys ically watched the News, no one thought 

twice about the shooting. It's nor th at everyone is heartless and 

cold. Only it's no t li ke shootings don't matter in 

eve ryday life. It 's predi ctable. Sad but true. 

It doesn't matter what the situation is the jailbird always ends 

up wi th the same tate. 

Either their behind bars for life or their on death role for 

another five to ten years. Because their lawyers can get so many 

appeals before their time is up. 

There is no pretty side to death and there never will be. 

What is distressi ng not a lot of people really have 

se ntiment to c rim e ~ unless you know that person or it happened 

to you? 

As a society, it seemed to have slipped into an corrupt pit 

and are not concerned with how to get out of it. 

Then there is a pause for a second. 

In mclay 's world it's becoming more and 

morc dese nsitized. Where reaction s arc very 

bleak. 

EDITOIUAL 
And then turn the channel to be entertained 

by D 'lncing with the Stars or the new seaso n of 

American Jdol. 
....... ...... 

The OPINION of 
D eath has come along way it has evolved 

into an one-word reaction or a flick with the 

remote. Some people don't even brother to watch 

the News anymore, If you heard one convenient store robbery 

you heard them all. 

' nle attention span on ly g rabs what stands 

o ut and gets your senses tingling . The attention 

th e Regi.l'ler staff 

span can only withstand so much in a time framc. 

Crime every single hour on the hour is not one of them. 

Viole nt vs. Property rates in Omaha is 2 ,627 to 24,512 thi s year 
alone. 

In this modern genera tion crime ratcs and murder is just 

around the corn er. It's everyday life to tee nagers. 

Everyday un the news it 's the same crime dilferent motive . 

So me people only watch the News filr the ncxt recruit 

lilr Nebraska's newest coach or who won tonight's Creighton 

basketball ga me. Or even tomorrow's weather. Don't let it 

snow. 

111at ', the most broadcast the News will got in the course 

of the night. It's like meeting the pa rents ti )r the fi r,t 

either it's :I hit or a mi ss . 

This generation has to get a grip on li fe and ,tar! II' I 

up . . If it has to take a mall shooting has a wake t1 J'l:dl l ' 

that 's a massive problem. 

It's so casy to pi ck up a gun and shout SOlll Ch,,,h , 

,umost has easy has ridding a bike. 

Since text is so popular it 's ha rd tn tell what '; .1 

statement to something f'l lse . \Nhen s tl.ldent ~ heard :lh,lI l1 ' 

mall having a shooting. O n a scale of the re:l(t itl n cite " I 

West roads shootin g it was a seven. 

We shou1d not look back to days gOll e hy and wi sh.' 

were the good 01' days." Pi ck up the pieces of th ose d,lI ' 

rebuild what we 've lost and loved so much . "' 1l1osc d,n"" 

always be lost if there is no eltort to stand mor:1i g (,(IlIlHI. 

Just take the war ti lr example. It's gett ill jl; to th e 

where society doesn't even want to t,L1k about it . L it~ W'l"' 

hut it always seems to stand st ill in the moment o f W:lr, , 

lhe media cats up everv word of it. You rea lh· ",,11 11. 

think that Jamie Lynn Spear; pregnallcy wou ld e\Tr·in 1\ 1i l1: 

years would make nat io nal news. 

That story is not in the ball pa.rk or even in th l" r . 

scale of thousands and thousand s of soldi ers that lo st ,heir I 

fi ghting in a war were people stiLI don't have a clue fi ,r. 

Prepare for W:l rill the t i me of peace. 



A Musical Talent 
Soph'omore shares her vocal talents for local 

bands and realizes her passion for music. 
See page 148 

Teen Reads 
The Register reviews some of 

the most popular teen literature. 
See page 158 

Cliche-free film 

sends viewers 

on scary ride 
BY KEVIN GIBBS 

A monstrous roar echoes off the tall buildings, filling every 

one of the 28 million citizens of New York with fear. 

Suddenly in the distan ce, a huge explosion peeks out over 

the night skyline of M anhattan. 

Shortly after, the lights go out in the empire state building, 

as it drops to the ground below. . 

Absolute panic ensues as a dust cloud from th e collapse 

barrels down the streets. 

A fe eling is mutual among untold numbers of people. The 

sense that something is out there. 

In "Cloverfield," the audience got to view the tape from a 

camera recovered from Central Park after a major disaster. 

The view never cuts from the camera's perspective, and 

most scenes seem to have been done in a single shot, making it 

quite the masterpi ece. 

At first the audience got a shot from one of the characters 

first using the camera, filming around an apartment and then 

finding his girlfriend sleeping in the bedroom. 

After talking back and forth like people tend to do when 

they have a camera present, the camera cut to film of them go­

ing around New York. 

Then it cut again to film another apartment as they pre­

pared for a going away parry for one of the main characters. 

Soon the parry began and the audience began hearing tes­

timonials from different people wishing the man success before 

he arrived. 

Then all hell broke loose. 

The film was brilliantly 

made with thel'audience never 

finding themselves think­

ing, "That 's corny" or "That 

wouldn't happen." Everything 

occ ur re~ pretry logically. 

No one did anyth ing or 

knew anything they wouldn't · 

do or know. 

"Cloverfield" 

PG-13 

Produced by J.J. Abrams .......... 
The acting was phenomenal in a cas t made of relatively 

unknown actors and actresses. 

The entire film seemed to be done' in only a few shots 

.and the actors always came through with more than believable 

performances. 

I he lack of a famous face actually helped the film as one 

felt more connected to those characters during th eir moment 

of deadly peril. 

The music score was relatively non-existent as the video 

was pretty much pure recording from the camera that was re­

covered, not l!!aving much room for any type of music. 

An expert mus ical score was present once the credits 

rolled, however. 

A lot of story was unexplained, which helped the
l 
realism. 

Anyone in the same situation as the main characters wouldn't 

receive an explanation if this occurred in real life. 

The movie had a definite sense of reali ty which kept it 

simple and never threw the audience out of the story. 

It also should be mentioned that th e film v~ered away 

from most story cl iches, keeping it un predictable and fun. 

For those who are easily queasy from shaky cameras, this 

movie may be too much for you. 

The cam era rarely stabilized. 

For those people who are not affected by shaky cameras, 

the lac k of still shots definitel y added to the feeli ng ofintensiry 

and urgency. 

From the very beginning "Cloverfield" pulled the audience 

along for the ride. 'The incredible excitement of non-stop action 

and believabiliry made the adventure one to remember for years 
to come. 

"Cloverficld" was defin itely a strong film and was more 

' than worth the price of admission to see. For definite chills 

down YQur spine, and a monster to remember for yea rs to come, 

this film can't be recommended enough. 

ideo games provide source 
, . 

f entertainment for teenagers 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

Ever since Pacman and the A.tari system came out in the 1980s, teenagers have become 

U1<'. ' lllk., ,1 on video games. ' 

'fhe art of playing, and mastering, video games has become so popular that gaming has now 

me a profession. , 

Math teacher Kelly Murphy is the sponsor of video game club. The club was started last year 

~_ ' ''flIl(m two students, John H andlos and senior James Pauley. 

"It was just spontaneous,» Murphy said. 

Pauley 'and Handlos decided to form the club because they thought it sounded like a good 

Murphy said he has been playing video games since he was five years old when he received 

Atari game system. H e ?ecame a gamer because it was a lot of fun and lots of people had 

Game Club hosted 'video game tournamen.ts to raise money to buy a Wii gaming system. 

Dec: 5 the club held a Super Smash Brothers tournament· with a Guitar Hero tournament 

Dec: 12. There was a 15 dollar e'ntry fee, in which 20 percent of all money raised will go to 

winners of the tournament. The rest of the proceeds will go to the video game club so they 

n buy a Wii system. 

Beca\Jse it's newer and more interactive as well ~s a four player system, Murphy said when 

Wii is bought it will probably become the favorite. He also said since playi,ng games on the 

ii system involves more than just Sitting, the players are getting some exercise. . 

The two systems used by Game Club is the Nintendo Game Cube and the Playstation 2 

. Murphy said the populariry of both systems are pretry even and members of the club go 
k and forth between the two. 

As a math teacher, Murphy said even though math is used to design video games, it would 

be hard to relate the subj ect he teaches to video games. He said he would have to do research to 

relate it to math. 

Wirh all of the video games directed towards males, there is a major gap between the num ­

ber of boys and girls that play video ga mes on a regul ar .basis. Game Club has more of a male 

poplliation than female. " 

Sophomore Amanda Turner is one of those fema les who plays video ga mes on a regular 

basis. 

She said all of the guys she pl ays video games wi th are all outgoing, and since she's quk t, 

she doesn't get to play often, but when she does, she enjoys it. 

"You want to win , you want to keep on gOing,"Turner said. 

She said the boys are very dominate and want to play each other, but when they wa,nt a 

I change in pace, they play her. Even though Turner is the best video game player in her house, 

the boys in the club play a lot more than she does and playing video games in the club is tou g h~r 

for her. 

Turner is in video ga me club, which she joined because H andlos told her about it. Turner 

has been playing video games for eight years. She said the first ga me he played was Rumble 

Racing which was just a racing·game. As more video games came out, she said she smrted playi ng 

more fi ghting games that were in the stores. . 

The purpose of the club, Murphy said, is tq have fun . P layi ng video games, he said , relieves 

stress for students, and video game club is a place where they can come and have fun. 

Turner said pl ayi ng video games are a good way to release energy. 1 t also helps with hand­

eye coordination because she has to focus, she said . 

Turner said Guitar H ero is her favo rite video game because it's helped her hand-eye coor-

Continued to "Video Games" on Page 22C 

COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT 

The Statue of liberty Is only one of many New York 
landmarks that were destroyed in the film. Cloverfield 

was completely shot with a handheld camcorder, 
giving the movie a shaky and realistic feeling 



The 

Taking Center 
The productions in the building has always been a source of pride for the school, aliowin? s~dents 
showcase their acting abilities. This year's musical, "Carousel" is only the most recent musIC~ l~ a 

line of productions to grace the Central stage. From other departments performing t~ gaInIng n 

directors, to having' fall plays, all has made the drama department rich in tradition and hIstory. 

More than acting makes musical 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

This year's fall musical, "Carousel," won the Omaha Entertainment Award 

(OEA) for Best High School musical on Jan . 8. The musical beat out three other 

high schools to win the award. 

Senior Patrick Kilcoyne, one of the leads in the musical, said he wasn't surprised 

when "Carousel" won best high school musical, but was surprised that some of the 

other high schoots were not nominated. 

The musical was performed only two months prior to the awards, debuting 

on Nov. 1. "Carou sel, " told the story of Billy Bigalow, played by Kilcoyne, and his 

relationship with Juli e Jordan, Rlayed by sophomore Chelsea Hill. 

Kilcoyne said he thought this year's musical differed fro m the musicals done 

in the past few years was it was more tragic than the others, which were morc 

light-hearted ones. He said the hardest part of the musical for him was the time 

commitment as well as some of the singing, since some of it was higher than he was 

used to singing. 

For Kilcoyne, the role was a fun role, a very well-written character and left a 

lot of room for interpretation. He said he liked to create the character, and he said 

he wanted to completely redo the character. To do that, Kilcoyne said he looked 

at a couple of actors in the movie version, and in some other musicals . H e said he 

wanted to portray a terrible person without him being a caricature and make him 

a real person without being villainous. 

The show hit the stage at 7:00 p.m. on Nov. 1 and 3, with a matinee showing 

at 2:00 p.m. on Nov. 3. Director Joh n Gibson said "Carousc!" was chosen as the 

musical this year because the school had the talent to do the production. He said 

he believed "Carousel" has remained popular from when it debutcd on Broadway 

because of the music. 

"It's very soothing and it's not right in-your-face like some of the newer ' 

musicals arc," Gibson said. 

Auditions for "Carousel" took place the day after Labor Day, and rehearsal s 

started the following week. Gibson said the cast spe nt about eight weeks reheari ng 

the music and eight weeks rehearSing the other scenes. Co-director Lyn Bouma 

said for music rehearsals they had to work around people's schedule and people 

wanting to use the aud itorium for other things. Co-d irector Colin Brown said the 

pit orchestra started practici ng around Sept. 18. 

Bouma said vocally, the songs sung by the chorus were not that challenging. 

However, the solos and the duets were written for professionals, which meant 

there were long sustained lines that required advanced techniques as well as a wide 

range of singing. Bou ma said this year there were exceptional vocalists who werc 

up to the challenge. At chorus rehearsals Bouma stressed memorizing words so 

the cast Ctluld put them together with the movement on stage and making it look 

natural and in character. She said the soloists had private instruction, and most 

took private lessons and worked on their solos or duets. < M,. "''''' , 

As the ass istant director, Junior Alyssa Rathbun helped a lot at rehearsals 

with blockjng, whi ch are the act ions the actors had and how Gibson wanted the 

actors pOSitioned and what they needed to be doing at certain parts. Rathbun said 

as rehearsals started, she worked with separate people on their specific blocking for 

about an hour or so. When the chorus and dancers started rehearsing, rehearsals 

were until around 5:30 p.m. Rathbun said the dancers still kept on rehearsing after 

regular rehearsals. 

"} have to give them (the dancers) credit because they worked really hard: 

she said. 

Because of her job, Rathbun had to be at every rehearsal, which she said she 

enjoyed. "I really didn't take it as a requirement," Rathbun said. 

One of the hindrances in the musical this year was the cast only had one full 

dress rehearsal before the actual performances. Normally a few full dress rehearsals 

are given unti l the curtain ri ses. 

"It hurt us a little bit, but it (the show) turned out really well," Rathbun 
~~ , 

Because the show was large, fairly long and an older musical, Gibson said the 

cast and crew had a difficult time putting it all together. Because students were 

leaving the cast, the department had to rearrange things, Gibson said. There were 

also some younger cast members who have not learned acting techniques, which 

also presented a problem. 

"It was getting right down to the wire with this one," Gibson said. 

H e said the most difficult part of organizing the musical were the five crowd 

scenes with every cast member on stage. In last year's musical, "My Fair Lady," 

there were only two such scenes. The hardest part of the musical, Bouma said, was 

the staging. The choreography was also challenging as well as a carnival scene that 

opened up the show. Bouma said bccause th e scene was in pantomime, it had to be 

timed wi th the music. For the carnival sce ne, specialty costumes were used in the 

musical for the first time in the fall musical. They included fat suits fo r a muscle man 

and a fat lady as well. A bear costume was also present. 

"111ey were really cool and I liked them a lot," Rathbun said. 

She said the spec i ~ l lt y costumes were different and dcfinitely added so m e thi~g 

as well. 
G ibso n sa id the specialty costumes were more expensive. Out of a total of115 

costumes, the town people and chorus members were the cheapest, followed by the 

costumes worn by the leads, and then th e specialty ones . Gibson said he felt that th e 

specialty costumes were worth the more expensive cost.111e total cost of the show 

ranged from around $18,000 to $20,00 dollars. 
Rathbun said e~eryone in the musical did well and exceeded what she belie\;ed 

they were going to do. She said she had to give a lot of credit to everyone for pulling 

through. 

PHOTO BY KIM BUCKLEY/REGISTER 

Junior Chloe McPherson reads the sheet music during a chorus rehearsal. The 
cast won an Omaha Entertainment Award for Best High School musical. 

Story line, acting makes fall musical succeed 
BY KIM BUCKlEY sound. At times it was hard to hear the sing ing as well 

as the talking. 

The school's production of "Carousel" managed 

to dazzle the members of the audience right from the 

begi nning of the musical. 

The singing, while wasn't exceptional , was good . 

Chelsey Hill, who played Julie Jordan, the love interes t 

of Bigalow, was particularly good. ~e ni o r Sarah Potts, 

111e only thing that hampered the plot was it 

unbelievable at times, espeCia lly during the second half 

of the musical. 

After hearing th e songs one time, some of them 

are apt to get stuck in your head. 

The acting was good, especially 

during the opening scene of the musical, 

which was one of a ca rnival in pantomime. 

It was amazing how the actors were able 

to dramatize the expressions on their face 

and show the fantasy world of the carn ival 

without talking. 

While the acti ng wasn't the best the 

actors were able to show clear emotion, 

"Carousel" 
Location: Centra l High 

School 

i 1 I I 

who played Julie 's cousin, Nellie, also 

stood ou t. While the singi ng was at 

times a little off-key, it to ld th e story 

through poetic lyriCS. 

The storyline was one of the 

best parts of the play. "Carousel " told 

the story of Billy Bigalow, who was 

played by Patrick Kilcoyn e, and his 

eventual path to redemption. 

l1lC only problem with the so ngs was the ending, 

"Finale Ul timo: You'll Never Walk Alone (reprise)." 

While the end song is supposed to be hopeful and 

melancholy, it seemed more tragic and depressing. 

At the end of th e performance, most of the 

audience probably felt sad. 

whether it was from how they said something to the 

expressions on their faces. 

The plot was engaging :lIld the songs were 

definitely memorable, two ingredients needed fo r the 

success of a musical. 

Fortunately th e show in its entirety had more 

high po in ts than low, due to the actors allowing the 

aud ience to feel the emotions of the songs. 

While the Thursday night performance on Nov. 

1 was rough, it st ill managed to en tert;l in th e audience 
One of the few problems with the show was the and retel l a class ic story. . . 

,A ·L.QokBack In School Productions 
~ ,~ , -: =:, ~:~ 

1944 

The, ~~I ~spianspresented ',a play in ... the 1$44' 
Road Show called " Rendezvous!" "Fhe National Thespians 

'Ri)inalril have .!Iubl'llitted plays at an annul;Il National ·Thesplan 
ari 'ani IlMI ' mi&", :P confer:enc~.ln 1944, World War II disrupted· any chl;1nce for 

the Thespians to send off a play to the conference, National 
. thespians was established in 1931 and members were able 

., ' to ilul?sc:rlbe to a magazine. To be inducted, m'embers had ' 
to ~c:t In 8ch~1 productions. 

, 
Former drama teacher Pegi Georgeson smiles for the camera in 1993. 
the year when she shared the superlative of "Most Likely to be n the big 
Georgeson taught at the school for 25 years and still substitute teaches. 

Former drama teacher 

enjoys fond memories 

of students, experience 
BY KlM BUCKLEY 

Alumni of Central all have fond memories of the school. For one of th e11,' 

aImost like a second home. 

Former drama teacher Pegi Georgeson had taught at the school for twcnn ' 

years at the school, from 1976 to 2001. Georgeson also comes from a famil l" 

close ties to the building. 

She is not only an alumnus of the class of 61, but has had other famil y Illel 

attend the school. Her father graduated as a part of the class of 1918, and her I 

and brothers both graduated from Central as well as her two daughters. 

also met her current husband at Central as well. 

. ' Georgeson joined the staff when she started the English as"a Se"Wml 

(ESL) program for Vietnamese students. 

"I jumped at the chance to teach at my Alma M ater," Georgeson said. 

When there was an opening. to teach drama, Georgeson took it. She " lid .', 

she was trained in drama and jobs to teach drama in high school don't open up 

often in high school, she was glad to take the job. 

The best part Qf teaching drama for Georgeson was working with the 

She said she has taught a lot of talented students, and they were all talented in . 

own way. She said she enjoyed watching students develop and gain confiden ce 

as life- long friends from the drama classes and productions. 

One of the difficulties she had as a director, Georgeson sa.id, was fi nding 

right plays and musicals to fit the talent in the school as well as maint a in in ~ .\ 

budget. While George said all of the Road Shows, musicals and plays were chall 

the hardest for her was the fall play "Happy Daze," because of the studen ts th,lt 

up the cast. 

As a student at Central, Georgeson did not take any drama classes. I 
she joined Acapella, which produced the musical. G eorgeson said she learned 

staging from her teacher, and performed in the fall play or musical, and the 

play. 

She took drama classes in college and majored in elementary educarion. 

thought she'd like to act. • 

Georgeson said since she loved to perform as well, she used to be in a 

in the fall while teaching. 

One of the differences in the school that Georgeson has seen during her 

five years teaching was there is much more diversity culturally. 

Georgeson sa.id being able to work with the talents and personalitics "f 
students and being able to laugh a lot while she was teaching helped enhanced 

life. 

''It 's hard to pick out one students or one thing that I enj oyed more than 

other because I've enj9yed it all," she said. 

Some of the things Georgeson was taught by being a drama teacher were f(1 

organized as well as very flexible. 

Georgeson said the school is familiar to her and she knows the traditions ,IS 

This is one of the reasons why she now substitute teaches in the building. 

"I'm really comfortable here, and love it here," she said. 

Besides Central, Georgeson also substitute teaches Burke High School as 

as Millard schools. Before starting the ESL program at Central, she also subbed 

schools, however Georgeson said she enjoys subbing more now. 

She said she decided to retire after 2001 because it seemed like the right 

She was glad that current drama department head John Gibson applied for rhe. 

and eventually got it. 

Georgeson said she has known Gibson for years as a friend, as well as hcinl 

a couple of shows he has directed. She said one of the differences between her 

her successor is Gibson can handle tech for, the productions as well as direct. She . 

while she directed th e productions, she needed to have help ",;th the tech. 

Georgeson still supports the drama department by seeing the faU musical "r : 

as well as the Roadshow when she is in town . She said it was a relief to be 

the audience, because sh e could enjoy the show and not have to worry abollt t 
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s technology improves, so has the overall design and graphics of video 

ames. Are superior graphics enough to make the game worthy of playing? 

ne thing is clear: playing video games is more than just pushing buttons. 

Video games affect teens 

in positive, negative ways 
Continued from 'Video 

Games' on page liB 

Various studies have shown that video games have helped 

with forming strategies and hand-eye coordination. Other 

studies have shown that teamwork was encouraged through 

the use of multi-player games and spatial ability improved with 

playing videogames. 

One of the things videogames are criticized for is getting 

garners addicted. According to Griffiths and Hunt's study in 

1998,20 percent of adolescents spend a large amount of time 

playing videogames. 

Psychologist Marleen Evans said like any addiction, it 

starts off as something people enjoy, but can 

become compulsive. Because of more 

and the availability of the games 

and the growing amount, 

Evans said there are 

more people who are 

addicted to video 

games. 

Palmer said 

there are certain 

situations there 

are people who 

cannot handle cer'-

tain kinds of video games. For that reason, as well as 

to not violate school policy, video game club does not 

play any video game with a rating of M, for mature. 

Video games have long been criticized for the 

level of violence in such M-rated games such as 

BY KEVIN GIBIlS 

The man stands triumphantly atop a platform, 

overlooking a crowd of onlookers. 

During his speech the crowd cries out 

~ ~ ap.d a figl!fe falls from a nearby ledge, 
• o nfo the man, a blade sinking into his ~ 

head. The assassin calmly lays the body 

down, and quickly sta~ds. 
The assassin makes a break for 

it, pushing people aside as he makes 

his way swiftly through the cramped 

streets of mid-evil England. A chase 

pursues until the Guards finally give 

up the chase. 

This entire scenario is a common 

occurrence in Assassin's Creed. In the 

game, the player' is Altair, an 

assassin for an anti -crusade 

group in Europe. 

The game took place in 

mid -evil Jerusalem, Damascus, 

and Acre. The cities were alive 

with all kinds of people winding about the streets. The ac-

BY KEVIN GIBBS 

In 1996 a shapely young 

woman strutted into existence as 

one of the greatest gaming icons 

of all time. 

She was one of the first 

games in 3-D and the first known 

female protagonist in a video 

game. Lara Croft, the Tomb 

Raider, has in the ten years after 

her debut, been the feature of 

many video games, at least three 

published books and two feature 

length films that all together 

made her a household name. 

Halo 3. 

Evans said for those people who may not be as well ad­

justed, they may be more prone to the violence in the games 

and have a hard time distinguishing between reality and the 

fantasy in t~e game. 
With the new Wii, Palmer said he is looking forward to 

seeing how the system works and what games can be played on 

it. He also said he 's interested to see what it's really like to move 

with the control instead of just sitting and pushing buttons . 

Palmer has been playing video games for 12 years. His 

mother brought home a Nintendo system and both of them 

played it, so he got hooked. 
Palmer said his favorite video game is Terris. This was the 

first videogame Palmer played. 
"It's challenging and mind-boggling 

at the same time," he said. 

Palmer said it was a game he 

could play with friends and it was 

a game he can always enjoy. 

Palmer said him and Han­

dlos were talking about video 

games with Mr. Murphy and de ­

cided to hold tournaments. 

The tournaments were 

opened up to juniors and se­

niors. This year, Palmer said, the 

club spread the word so all grades 

could joi n the club. 

Palmer said a benefit of video game club was 

it established a friendly environment. The club, he said, also 

explores new video games and different genres . 

tual cities themselves also looked stunning and are graphically 

the centerpiece of the game, almost Single-handedly making 

this game one of the best looking all year. 

The player started the game by investigat­

ing potential targets until the player received 

enough inf o rm~ti q n to .attack the target, either 

by a stealthy or heao-on approach, although the 

latter almost never ends well. 

After the targets were eliminated it's either 

a mad dash from the guards, a giant sword fight, 

or some combination of the two ro get to safety, 

and evade pursuers. 

While this is exhilarating, itwas almost the 

only point of the game. And after doing it over 

and over, it would feel repetitive if the game 

stretched on for much longer. 

The musical score was beautifully done, 

but should have been implemented 

more often throughout the game. 

In the end, Assassin's Creed 

had an innovative take on the free­

roam genre, and did it incredibly 

well. For any true gamer, Assassin's 

Creed must be a part of one's collection. 

enjoyable. It pulled an anniversary game off successfully, as the 

game not only had players reminiscing about the tombs of old, 

but also had them immersed in fun, fast, seamless game 

play. 

Lara Croft was a cyber heroine in the form of a 

shapely British archeologist who plunders tombs and 

spelunker caves in her spare time. 

In these tombs she had to deal with the local 

wildlife, as well as solve puzzles the locals have put in 

place to prevent grave robbers. 

Once past those, if she 's lucky, she had to go toe 

to roe with a restless spirit in the last room. All of this 

death defYing action made for quite the experience, and 

Lara's appearance wasn't a strain on the eyes either. 

The graphics in the game are phenomenal as players 

had a sense of scale in the larger rooms and more of 

a c1austrophobi'c one in the smaller ones. Lara moved 

seamlessly in her acrobatics as well. H owever, her animal 

enemies don't move quite as seamlessly. 

1 n the game there are several levels but they 

!! !! ~!! !!~ ~~~~! !!!!!! vary in size. There's never a point at which you 
don't want to progress. The game consistently 

you into the next segment, making it hard 

put down . 

In early 2007 her adventures 

took her back to where she 

started, in a remake of her first 

g~e. "Tomb Raider: 

Anniversary" was the 

perfect game to cap off a 

ten year franchise, which 

remains popular. 

In "Anniversary" the game was 

a redone version of the original, with many additions 

to make the story line more logical and the game more 

BY PATRICK BREEN 

Okay, stay calm. Stay calm. It's all 

just a video game. 

With the new and improved 

graphics, "Call of Duty 4: 

Modern Combat" far surpassed 

any first-person modern 

combat shooter. One traveled 

into a modern-day hell, armed 

only with a gun and one's wits. 

A game hasn't been as 

revolutionary with its graphics, 

storyline and gameplay since the 

first first-person shooter took the 

market by storm. 

Some garners may remembe r. 

James Bond Golden Eye 

007 debuted in 1997 and 

sold eight million copies 

·to this date. It changed 

the face of gaming. 

And sowil1 

"COD4." 
This game is a masterpiece of"ActiViSion," 

By the end of the game it's not a brilliant 

story line, but it docs have its fun, and it definitely pulls you 

along for the ride. 

a company that has always produced the extremely popular 

"Call of Duty 1-3," a series completely 

based on WWII. But the new setup of 

modern warfare wasn't yet conquered by this 

company. 

Most notable competitors were 

the "Ghost Reacon" and "Rainbow Six" 

franchises. But what ActiVision brought to 

the table was a game with better graphics 

than previous, and much more continuous 

and live gameplay. 

In the game, one was able to shoot 

from a riding heli copter. Bombs explode. 

And people die. Yes, a perfect game. 

And one of the most important features 

of any new game was the onUne play. The 

online play kept people on edge and filled 

with curse words. 

And with a wide range of 

systems to play on. ActiVision made 

some major strides in warfare. 

With players from across the 

world joining in, there is only one 

thing to say. 

G rab your guns Alpha Team. And don't look back. 
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No homecoming 

tickets still results 

in romantic even" 

This year, homecoming tickets sold out be fore [TI·" . • ,_ 

bought their tickets. . ' . 
1 had to rethink my entire homecomll1g I11ght dut. 

an abundance of people attending from schools other 

Central. 
While I waited in line, I grew nervous. while the i 

pile got shorter and the line seemed to grow. There wert 

students in front of me still, as the school store announced ' 

the tickets were sold out. 

Although . many students were appalled by thi" I 

somewhat thrilled. 

My homecoming experiences usually consist of goiug 

to dinner and then going to the dance to dance to mO\lir 

and rap for the whole night. 

Usually students are not permitted to leave, stucl en! ' 

go upstairs to eat anything, and everyone with heels mU\1 

their shoes at the door with their coats. In the past, th ere 

been problems with theft of shoes, cameras, phones, .II,eI 

toward the end of the dance. 

Since my boyfriend, Jonathan, and 1 were un,lhlt 

attend homecoming, we made the best of th e night. \\'t 

dressed up and used the money meant for the tickets fifr " 

downtown. 
First, we went out to dinner with three of ou r f 

Sam & Louis. After dinner, our friends went to ho 

while we walked around the old market all night. 

We went on a horse carriage ride, which toured 

the old market. I had only done this once or twice bet, 

] hardly remember because I was so young. Jonatha n h" ,1 

been on the carriages before. The view was gorgeous ,1i1,1 1 

privileged to do something like this with my boyfn cnd 

the state of New York, horse carriage rides have recenil " 

banned and by law, they are no longer legal. Just in liH ' 

law spreads throughout the US, I wanted to get a chan ce 

it at least on more time. 

Then we visited an art gallery based on nature, 

a visit to all of the usual stores and shops we go to, such ,I' 

Limits, Retro and Homer's. 

When we walked into Homer's,Jon and 1 learned tI 

friend Ben works there. After we bought an R.E.M. al h.lln 

talked to Ben for a while, we left and walked around tn"rc. 

I remember my heels began to cut into th e sides of 

so I took them off and walked around downtown barct;,ot 

the rain. Even if it was not the safest idea, I felt much I, 

As the night went by, we ~ere tired of walking oJ,., 

we went back to my house for a while to hang our. 

Later, our friends we had dinner with earlier th,1t I 

Jourdan and Kurt, picked us up and we all rode d"",; 

.Mystery Manor's Haunted Attraction. _ 

.Although we waited in line for a long time. we 

made it through the house. Inside, there was an actll .,1 

plot that the house was based on, in which an ~ l \e 

kills a young girl. 

There were funny characters as well as frig hten i n ~ I 

The worst part though, I must admit was th e black :l ll.: I'. 1 

. 
II 

spinning tube. . Hlf--

Math teacher donates musical talent for musical 
BY WYNTER nAVIS 

"] started playing the trombone in middle school and 1 was really good at it. Erica Koen ig's 

dad Mr: Koenig was actually my middle school teacher," said Kelly Murphy. 

Murphy teaches Alegbra 5-6 and Pre-Alegbra 1-2 here at Central and when he is not 

giving tests or grading ass ignments he is playing the trombone in his spare time. 

Murphy said that he has been playing since he was 10 and has been playing for 21 years. 

"I started playing in the fifth grade and in high school for two years. 1 haven't played sin ce 

tenth grade. Once in a while 1 get it out. 1 would say it's more of an hobby," said Murphy. 

In the fifth grade his teacher told his class to play all the instruments available and his 

teacher would rate them. H e did the best on the trombone. Murphy had a lot of issues with the 

band teacher so he chose to resign fro m playing the trombone. 

"I don't want to sound like a follower, but a lot of us decided to quit. 1 chose to focus more on 

other classes. If my fri ends weren't going to be in band 1 didn't want to be in it," said Murphy. 

Murphy said that he enjoys it more now than back in high school where he felt that he had 

to play. Currently for him it 's just cool to know how to play an instrument. 

He really enjoys playing for his family. 

Murphy never has thought about really taking the trombone follower, when he was younger 

or in college. 

"] have to say 1 really enjuyed band in seventh and eighth grade. All my friends were in it. 

W e were pretty good too," said Murphy. 

Murphy plays a variety of music like marching band,jazz band, pep band, conce rt band and 

orchestra. He even bought magazines with today's modern music. 

"] enjoyed co ncert band music, the piece, in middle school. We did a lot of contest in high 

school. 1 liked solos because the trombone had a lot of background parts," said Murphy. 

Murphy was recently in the pit crew musical of "Carousel" in November along with talented 

students in and outside of the drama department. 

"I didn't have long at all to practice for the musical, only four weeks. There were 30 different 

pieces and the trombone played 24 out of the 30. It wasn't that bad," said Murphy. 

This was the first musical Murphy has took apart in here at Central. He said that he was a 

littl e nervous since this was his first time but said he would do it again because the students were 

rcla:xed and it made him feel relaxed. He said that it wasn't really time consuming. because he 

was able to practice when he wanted to. He normally practices at home. 

"1 think everyone should play an instrument. I kn'ow it 's weird but any music is good for 

your brain. It uses different parts of the brain that you normally wouldn't use. It's a good stress 

reliever and a way to bri ng people together," said Murphy. 

Murphy's wife, Mindy Murphy said that she thinks it was a great way for Murphy to play 

the trombone si nce the last time he played was in high school and she knows he enjoys playing 

the trombone. 

"I attended two of my husband's performances of the musical, one on the first night and 

another on the second night," she said. 

Colin Brown, the Trebel chorus and Man's Chorus teacher, helped with the musical as well. 

He helped prepare the orchestra and the singers and he put it all together as a co-director. 

"This was my second play here at school. "My Fair Lady," I did the same in that play 

coaching singers," said Brown. 

Brown started to prepare for the musical early May at the end of the school year. Co­

director Lyn Bouma and director John Gibson decided to do "Carousel" and Brown looked over 

the musical last summer. 

H e said that he found out that Murphy played an instrument when drama department put 

an ad in the circular announcements asking if any of the staff members played any instrume'nt or 

had any musical ab ilities. Murphy came forward and said that he would be in terested since he 

was experienced with the trombone. 

As you walk through a: tube of twisting black a'h
' 

stripes. It completely throws off your coordination. 

Everyone passes through it on a flat surface, but th" 

still gives you the illusion of falling over or spinning. 

It was extremely nauseating. 

Even though the house was not as scary as 1 had 

we still had fun . After the haunted house, our friends 

and I back to my house and then they went home. 

After hanging out for a while and watching a 

movies, it was time for Jon to go home. 

Even though he had to leave, the night had tl.lrtll'd I 

million times better than it would have if we had we !-'''''' 
homecoming. 

. Unfortunately, I can't say the same for others wh n ,lid 

get their tickets. 

While students purchase homecoming tickets, thl" 

give their name, but not the name of their date. Became \'( 

students were buying tickets for their fri ends that do n[,1 

attend Central . 1 would be able to understand if it \Va, 

date, but some of the individuals who purchased the se I 

for students from multiple other sch ools, did not eve ll 

the dance. 

Central's gym has a certain "capacity level." Alth [lI l~ll 

is a fire hazard to have a certain amount of student, i:, 

gym, there has never been a time in th e past that I recall 

everyone in the gym. Students are scattered from th e 

to the gym. Generally, everyone gets there at diff'erc il l 

during the night and everyone leaves whenever they IValll 

With that said, you would think more tickets IVnlll,l. 

sold to fit the capacity. 

For those other students who did not get to go out 

the tickets sold out, 1 think it was poorly set up. Student, , 

be able to go to their own school dance. The one thi ll~ 

upset me was the staff member I heard say, " You shoukl 

bough t your tickets earlier." 

I think that's unfair because then twenty diff'erent 

would be in the same situation. 

Musician devotes time to separate bands, singing 
BY MAX LARSON 

"I don't know why 1 like to sing. I like music, but 

doesn't everyone? It 's fun because maybe people Like what I 

make. When people listen to it or ask you about it, it feels 

good," sophomore Catherine Carne. 

After recording one song, Carne has found herself 

singing in three different bands, all with varying levels of 

commitment and experience in the Omaha music scene. 

Catherine Crown is the name of Carne's first step into 

the world of singing. 

It is an informal musical venture she began about eight 

months ago. She said she was at sophomore Blair Emsick's 

house when it started. 

"We (Blair and ]) were bored and wanted to record 

something," she said. 

She had written a song a long time ago and showed 

it to Blair's brothers, who own recording equipment and 

off'ered to let her record it. Catherine Carne has only 

recorded that one song, entitled "When You Were Young," 

but Carne said she plans to record more, as she has only 

recently begun to take .the band seriously. 

The music consists of Carne singing and playing 

keyboard or guitar and Emsick helping out with various 

instruments, with music written by Carne and words by 

Emsick. Carne said there is no specific structure to her 

song writing. She just puts notes and words that sound 

good together. 

"1 got a keyboard for Christm as, and 1 played it when 

I was bored. It just started turning into songs, I guess," she 

said. 

She said the music isn't easily described, but she would 

probably file it under "indie." 

"1 try to make it sound like the Animal Collective," 

she said. "Even though it doesn't sound like that, I like how 

weird they are." 

Recording and di stributing "When You Were Young" 

ended up being a ticket for Carne to find more singing 

opportun ities. She said Emsick's brothers, who have all 

graduated from high school , arc in a band called Hyannis. 

She said she isn't a major part of their band, but she 

sings two songs at each of the ir conce rts, and she is on 

their lates t CD, "Off the Reels." Al so interested by Carne's 

voice was sophomore Taylor Long, member of the band No 

Contcmpo. 

"They heard my music on Catherine Crown and they 

asked if 1 wanted to sing some songs with them," Carne 

said. 

Long said No Con tempo is pretty serious about their 

musi c. Carne said No Contempo is a little louder than 

Catherine Crown's more low-tempo style, but she still 

classified it under indie. 

Long said he and Tillwick asked Carne to join their 

band when they decided they wanted to cover a song 

originally sung by Jenny Lewis, and they found her voice 

to be a better fit. 

"Catherine's voice reminds me a lot of Cat Power and 

Jenny Lewis, but it is still distinctive in its own way," he 

said. 

No Contempo's songs are written by Long and 

Tillwick, but they said they plan to add Carne into the 

process as they write more songs. At this time they only 

have six songs, and they playa few covers, including bands 

like the Strokes, The Yeah Yeah Yeahs, and Gnarls Barkley. 

Their songs range from Marvin Gaye influences to 

subject matter that chronicles "'The Life Aquatic," a Bill 

Murray movie. 

Long said the band practices regularly, and although 

they have only had two shows, they have more coming up. 

Catherine Carne practices the keyboard after school. She plays 
three different bands and performs under the name of Catherine 
Crown said it feels good when people listen to it or ask about it. 
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Who Said Teens Don't Read? 
" \ 

eehagers have been criticized for two things: not reading enough and for not read­
ing well-written literature .. However, since sales on some of the biggest named 

books have sky-rocketed, that can be easily argued. With engaging plots, interest­
ing characters, and alluring writing, 'these books would top the best-seller charts 

and do what some parents consider impossible: getting their child to read. 
BY KIM BUCKLEY 

\V hat can a pair of simple, plain, ordinary jeans hold? 

I:<l\ some they can hold money, for others they can hold the latest 

phonc and for others still, they can hold pieces of dried up lint that 
, , ,,I leeted inside the pockets. 

For four best friends, they can hold precious memories of an 
e summer. 

The emotions of the girls were very descriptive and one felt as if 
one was actually with the girls on their adventures. 

A variety of topics were addressed from a parent getting remarried 
to a friend having cancer to finding love. 

" ' Ol C Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants" told the 

" "f four very different teenagers, Lena, Bridget, 

Ibb\' and Carmen. 

\ Vhen Carmen buys a pair of jeans that 
l ~ h., _ , .L. n, how fit all of the girls' different bodies, they 

n,"_""U" those magical pants are going to be the one 

" - -' - ' "1 ''' [hat connected them in the first summer they 

liThe Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants" 

Author: Ann Brashares 

The writer, Ann Brashares, was able to connect the readers so 

closely to the girls that they were able to have the exact same emotions 

as the characters in the book. Brashares, through her writing, conveyed /II............ the girls as flawed, but all of them with open hearts 
and minds. 

Any girl who reads the book is sure to relate 

to one of the four girls. The girls got themselves 

into situations many teenage girls find themselves 

getting into today. "'" 
~() i ng to spend apart. 

' 1l1C girls learn that anything can happen during the summer, 

Ellling in love to dealing with death. While sharing the jeans, 

lives are changed in ways the girls never thought possible. 

lll e writing and themes of the book are very mature for teenage 

. . The writing, while simplistic, was able to pull the reader right 
I (he story. 

The first 'in a. series of four, it was easy to see 

why -the book series is ' so popular. The girls are 

portrayed realistically, and all of them mess up and make mistakes . 

The writing was particularly clever becausc while it didn't tell the 

character's direct thoughts, it managed to c~nvey very realistically what 
,each girl was feeling. 

One of the literary devices Brashares used in her writing was 
parallel structure . 

,The beginning paralleled the ending, which brought the point 

home that no matter what, those four girls would be there for each 

other, no matter what the situation was. 

It also allowed the reader to realize how much growing up each of 

the four did over the summer. However, while the beginning paralleled 

the end of the book, the last chapter had a decidedly different tone 

than in the beginning. 

Each chapter was separated into four parts, each dealing with 

four of the girls, but driving home the fact of how apart they are, and 

how alone they could be. 
The heart of the buuk was the deep bond of friendship the four 

girls shared. Keeping contact not only with the jeans but also through 

letters showed how the girls knew each other and how much the girls 

mean to each other. 

From breaking into a permanently used gym to start off the 

summer to them returning after the summer to the same place, the 

reader showed how far the group goes back. 

'Jhi s is obviously a story aimed for girls, and the story is more 

than able to get straight to the heart of the intenged audience. All four 

girls are without a doubt heroines who can teach the reader important 

lessons about friendship and life. 

Brashares managed to write a book that show that even a simple 

piece of clothing can be magical, just like the book itself. 

COURTESY OF DELACORTE BOOKS 

BY AU HODGE Meyer did a phenomenal job of writing 

the series which is without a doubt one of the 

\"' ~;twiright'l , IIf ' "I 

! Author: Stephanie Meyer 

"'" 

JlThe Princess 

Diaries" 
Author: Meg Cabot 

"'" 

"Maximum Ride" 

Author: James Patterson 

"'" 

If one thing can be said for Stephanie Meyer's books, elements that makes the books so fantastic. 

perhaps it's that they came out of nowhere. Literally. They were simply written, yet the author had 

One day a person got the impression that nobody is a particularly clear gift of successfully pull­

reading, and the next .... well, Bella Swan and Edward Cul- ing the reader into the love-sick head of a 

len are the hottest couple ar.ound. teenage girl. 

It certainaly is easy to see why. The emotions were as real as they 

The plot was simple. (1 can't believe it wasn't thought would be if the reader was experiencing 

to be put in teen literature long before.) The cha,acters the emotions themselves and they range 

were normal everyday people. (That is if you mentally omit anywhere from horror to boredom and 

the fact that they're vampires.) And it contained two key helplessness and love. 

elements that easily made this book thrive: the fight for The life-like spirits of the char-

survival and teen love. actei's were also due to Meyer's witti- ' 

With Meyer's first installment into the nameless se- ness with the pen. One of the reasons 

ries, "Twilight," a low maintenance city girl from Phoenix the books did so well was because 

flew across the country to a small rainy town called Forks in the two main characters were in 

Washington.There she met the Cullens familyy, fell in love love, if that word even does them 

with the youngest son and her life spun out of control. justice, and Meyer made her audi-

Edward was perfect. He was handsome, caring, and ence believe it. 

intelligent, and most of all, Bella loved him. To Edward, After reading the books it is 

Bella was perfect with her imperfections and quirks. It was not hard at all to understand why 

clear from the start that he was completely taken by her. the teenage world is enthuastical­
"", ,, ., . " "¥et>there was a pr r'j bl~tii l Ea~d was a vi mpire' ana ' "fr 'anticipating the release"of'the "', 

Bella was human. One can immediately see the problem. final installment in the series. 

Through out the story line of the following books, 1 t was real, but it wasn't. It 

"New Moon" and "Eclipse," problems were thrown at the was sad, but it was joyous and it 

young struggling couple that threatened Bella's life and certainly put a new face to vam-

furthermore Edward's, since she is all he has. pire lore. 

BYASTRIKA WIlliElM 

Everyone, wait, I mean every girl at one 

point in time dreams about princes, white 

horses, and 'happily ever afters.' 

They imagine that they were kidnapped 

by an evil witch, and that they are truly a 

princess from a far away kingdom. 

Meg Cabot's "The Princess Diaries" novel 

series captured and held hostage the hearts of 

millions of girls around the country, diving 

them into the fairy tale world. 

The plot was indubitably a simple and 

common tale. 

A undiscovered beauty was hidden from 

the cruelty of the popular teenage girls, the 

mean girls, but suddenly she, and the rest of 

the world, discovered that she is a princess, the 

heir to the Genovian throne. 

The unsuspecting teenager received 

a shock from her grandmother when the 

royal family learned that the girl's father, the 

present heir to the throne, could have no more 

children. 

Her Royal Highness, Amelia Mignotte 

Grimaldi Thermopolis Renaldo, Crown 

Princess of Genovie had to not only deal with 

the usual teenage problems, such as dating, 

high school and friends but also with a whole 

differnet country, thousands of miles away from 

her firehouse -like home in San Francisco. 

Talk about pressure. 

Mia's only condolence was her best friend 

Lilly, the outspoken, liberal activist. She was the 

unly one who did not fawn over Mia whu 

was now a princess, and now probanly one 

of the most influential individuals of the 

world. 

Yes, the plot was a bit bland, 

but modern issues and quirky funny 

comments and scenes that permeate the 

novel helped the series become more 

than just a 'quick, easy read.' 

Through the frm of a diary, the 

novel painted the life of Mia, and 

, through various structural usages and 

sentence constructions, the reader 

felt Mia was right next to her. The 

reader was made to believe that 'Mia' 

lives next door to her, maybe in the 

same classroom. 

Meg Cabot has had acclaimed 

international success since the 

book's release. Since then, the 

series have been made into two 

movies. 

Cabot has given a sense of 

reality to all girls. Now, people 

are starting to put faith in the 

Prince Charmings of the world. 

"The Princess Diaries" 

series is one of the most 

successful in the world for a 

very simple reason. 

The ending. 

Everything and 

everyone should have a 

happy ending. 

BY ALI HODGE 

Just from picking up the book, 

a reader could tell that James Patter­

son's books "Maximum Ride" was not 

going to be boring. 

of his other books, they have be­

come an internatiunal phenom­

enon. 

And as silly as they may seem, 

one had to give them credit for be­

ing entertaining. The first book in the 

trilogy, "Maximum Ride: The Angel 

Experiment" starred of with a teenage 

girl running for her life. Everything 

was at stake, her family was in danger, 

the enemy was right on her back. 

Then the reader was taken back 

into the life of Max, a normal girl... 

with wings who was fighting an or­

ganization bent on destroying them. 

What can get more sci-fi than that? 

As I hoaky as the story line 

seemed, Patterson had a gift for pull­

ing the audience into the moment and 

in light of it all, it didn't seem so bad. 

Yet that didn't matter when the 

next-door neighbor asks what you are 

reading and you're left to explain the 

less than impressive story line. 

"M,uimum Ride"was Patterson's 

first series fo( teens, and like a dozens 

And once the reader got 

past the slightly cliche storyline, 

one can understand why. The 

characters had amazing depth 

to them. They were caring, 

strong, humorous and intel­

ligent. One could only com­

plain about the lack of a love 

story. 

In fact, it was slightly 

painful how poorly Patter­

son wrote his love scenes 

being that he is clearly 

an accomplished and tal ­

ented writer. 

Still, the series has 

been highly recommended 

from one hard core reader 

to another. 

Despite the ques­

tionable story line and 

lack of deep emotion other 

than' anger and strength, 

the books were a good read 

nevertheless and excellent 

adventure. 

COURTESY OF DELACORTE PRESS. RANDOM HOUSE 

Reading 
by the 

u. rs 
26 % say reading is boring. ' 

of children aged 0-14 are 

active book borrowers. 

70(10 of teenagers would rather 

watch tv than read. 

1 the age where teenagers start 

losing interest in reading. 

3 
()1 of teenagers would read 

~I 0 a book if another teen 

recommended it. 

360.7 
million books are 

checked out of the pub­

lic libaries each year. 

0% 
of teenagers say if they 

knew what to read they 

would read more books. 

3 of teenagers read in 

their spare time. 

INFORMATION COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.LITERACYTRUST. 
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Transfer 

1_ strengthens 

I team throughout 
• • 

wInnIng season 
BY BRIITNEY MIlLER 

I The first time Donald Jones (better known as D Jones) 

I 
picked a basketball was in the seventh grade. Most players who 

! 

receive greatness in athletics begin very early- D Jones caught 

kind oflate but is still unstoppable. 

"BaSically 1 grew up watching everyone around me play­

r ing basketball so 1 wanted to play too." 

" I like the competitive edge in basketball, but what I love 
I 
I most, defense," says D Jones. 

I
' Donald thinks that defense is the best parr of basketball 

because if you can shut down the offense with defense, you will 

! make great steals and score points. 

: D Jones was asked who got him inspired in basketball, 

1 and he replied his older brother, Anthony Jones. Anthony was a 

: great player at Omaha Norrhwest about 3 years ago. He always 

: pushed D Jones to do the best he could at sports. 
I 
:. "I began to notice how talented he was in basketball and 

I that pushed me the most. " 

! "My brother inspired me," says Donald. He even inspired 

: him so much to go furrher in basketball past high schoo!. He 

wants to go far, " 1 just want to go as far as it will take me." 

The first home game of the season was against North. 

"} was nervous. I'm on a new team and a new system. It 

took me a while to adapt to my team:' 

"} knew 1 had to step my game up," said D Jones. 

It didn't take to long though because Donald had a great 

game that night. 

D Jones was asked what he thought about the comparison 

between CHS basketball and NWHS basketball, " Aw man! 

It's way more intense. It's more organized and way more com­

petitive!" 

Donald does miss Northwest a lot though. But he's vcry 

t glad he made the change to central. 

: t "I miss Northwest basketball, but I'm glad I'm here at 

- Central with a great coach and a great team." 

D Jones has an important role on the basketball team like 

anyone else there. He lihows up to all practices and gives every­

day his 100% all. 

" My goal is to not only win state, but to go far with my 

career in basketball." 

There is a high anticipation on the team to win state for 

the third time. Like everyone else, D Jones is very excited. 

When he isn't working oui:, practicing and shooting jump 

shots, he just hangs out with his teammates. Most of the time 

he 's with Ronnell Grixby or Josh JO(les. 

He is more determined then ever to do his very best. It's 

his last year of high school basketball then on to the next level. 

"r just basically work hard on perfecting my craft, which 

is basketball." 

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER 

Senior Chris Griffin draws contact creating a foul early in the game against North. Griffin and other seniors came 
through big late in the game making some major runs, and ended with a blowout. 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
(j) 

75 ways to experience college life as a Husker. 

IlWEST CENTER OMAHA 
SUNDAY, FEB. 24, 1-4 PM 

FREE ADMISSION • ROADSHOW.UNL.EDU 

FREE LAPTOP COMPUTER to one lucky high school student 
(must be present to win) 

FREE OLD CHICAGO PIZZA PARTY to the high school with the most 
s~udents attending -

FREE T-SHIRT TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! 

SPIRIT COMPETITION - Omaha metro high school spirit squads 

GIRLS 

-SWIMMING 

CHS 
STUDENT 

ATHLETE 

STUDENT 

ATHLETE 

State Title 

earned 'through 

hard work and 

determination 

Continued from State Champs on Page 20 

the players never gave up and left everything on the 

Memorial field. 
"Playmakers make plays," Ball said. "These guys Wert 

big piece of the puzzle." 

And with most of the offensive and defensive starters 

gone for next season, there will be a lot of wholes to fill in 

the line-ups . But Ball said that this team could be good 

again. 
"We're going to miss those guys," Ball said, "they'll be 

a big loss, but that's high school football. We have Some 

good kids (returning), and now that they've had a taste of 

M~morial Stadium, 1 don't think it will be hard to motivalt 

them." 

Returning players will need to step up and playa 

role to keep the State Title in Central's name. 

To keep in shape . 

SPORTS 

CARDS 
At the beginning of this Sports 

season, the Register asked vari· 

ous coaches to select a player who 

played a vital role on the 

or who was expected to play 

most vital role on the team. 

The coaches chose the 

ing athletes based on their role 

leading their teams to successful 

seasons. During the year, and as 

it continues, these playerS' step 

up and ,helped each 

team on to victory. 

BOYS \ 

FOOTBALL 

STUDENT 

ATHLETE 

STUDENT 

ATHLETE 

Drivi 
Eagl 
wlnrl 
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Eagles lead way with big wins 
Continued from '3-peat' on page 20B 

Important part as seen in the State Championship last year is the 
depth of your bench. 

In a game so physical, a team needs players off the bench. Besides the 

Praters, returning role players Paul Simms, Josh Brunning and Deverell 

Biggs will keep the rotation fresh and the opposing teams tired. 

Simms came up big last year with Jones fouled out and the Bellevue 

West Thunderbirds t~eatening victory. \ 

PRESEASON 

Before the season began, the Eagles seemed to be in major jeopardy 

of not having the chance of repeating. 

Most of the players found summer leagues, including Josh Jones, 

Wilson and T -Birds star Antione Young. The added play would benefit 

each of their games. 

But sometime during the course of the summer season, Jones 

contracted a virus. 

Josh Jones went down with a mysterious illness which ended up 
being bacteria in his blood. 

He spent several months off the court recovery from a heart surgery 

that threatened not ()nly his season, but his life. 

Recovering quickly, he was able to start the first game. 

But the team isn't without its fair share of injuries. Junior Doug 

Knickrehm won't be seen on the court for the majority of this season 
with a broken foot. 

The junior forward is seen though supporting the team from the 
bench. 

The hope is that Knickrehm will be able t; rejoin the team towards 

the beginning of the District playoffs. Knickrehm would add some more 

depth and size to' the team upon his return. 

The Eagles began training even before the season started. 

In early November the team began running. Preparing for what was 
sure to be another tough season. . 

REMATCH 

The past two seasons, the Eagles have met Bellevue West in the 

championship game. Each time they were underdogs, and each time 
they ended up victorious. 

Two seasons ago, it was a sophomore powered team with leadership 

coming from Kline. 

This year, the team has many seniors and a big bench, so one might 

think the team would be divided. 

Will there be another rematch? Another Championship? 

Defense lifts Eagles past T -birds 
BY PATRICK BREEN 

The sign hung from the corner of Bellevue West's student 

section. 

"Are you sure you want a rematch?" 

Making reference to the first meeting of the two basketball 

powerhouses, the Eagles wanted to avenge their loss in the Metro 

Holiday tournament. 

And strqng offense and. overpowering defense led the 

Eagles back to a win. . ., 
Guess the did;- l5ecau§'i! I il ~ t li ' e ' remafch of the teams, . 

the seats were packed and students were turned away due to 

lack of space nearly an hour and a half before the boys game. 

tipped-off. 

~ ~ ' r r , 

The 87-80 win continues the rivalry between the 

two teams. In the last two State Championship 

games, the Eagles have beat the T-birds in a 

hard-nose style. 

This game wasn't defined on a 

large offense, as the teams combined 

to put up just above 20 points in the 
first quarter. . 

As if a rematch wasn't enough 

pressure on the Eagles, a plethora 

of interesting people where in the 

packed attendance. 

Senior Josh Jones played in front 

of his next year coach, Creighton Dana 

Altman. 

But as the game heated up, 

the Eagles saw large numbers out 

of several key players. 

The starting seniors played a 

major role in maintaining the slim 

lead throughout the game. 

With the chant, "He's no 

Courtney,» the Bellevue West 

crowd tried to get into the senior, 

RonneiI Grixby's head. 

With less than two minutes in 

the game, and the Eagles with a 2-

point lead, Ronnell got the chance 

to put the nail in Bellevue West's 

coffin. 

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER 

Driving to the hoop against Omaha North, senior lorenio Wilson lays a bucket in to extend the 
Eagles lead in the second quarter. The Eagles went on to beat the Vikings and prolonged their 

With two swishes, the West 

crowd went silent. 

And the closing minutes 

would be defined by tough defense 

leading to the Eagles win. 
winning streak until meeting Bellevue West in the Holiday Tournament. 

Senior Josh Jones crosses over a Viking defender before making a bucket in the Eagles second 

Win of the season, beating Omaha North 79-54. Jones put up 15 pOints 

BY 'MICHELLE RIEGER 

Q: What does it take to win a state championship? 

Q: Did you play basketball? Where? How long? 

. 5l: Ye~fi, I.plcl.yed at Cenlm( m-y S(!phOmOre 
timntgfi senior- -yeay. Jl'ly soyfwmoYI? year 1 prayed]')! ana 
')!a·rsity .. Jvlyjunioy and senioy year- 1 was on Varsit y . 

Q: How long have you bee.n coaching at Central? 

51: Th.E is mv seventn y ear as fi caa varsit\f coacn aw;{ lOU:" 
y ear ol'era{[ .. . 

Q: How long did your father coach here? 

Jt: J{e coacheC£\iarsit'j faT II yean anti was assista.nt 
coachfor seven gears. 

Q: Did playing basketball help you now as a coach? 

.11: It fJives 'lOLl. better Lll1de-rslandlng (!f lIie [Jame. 

.;q: .5t {;)t of fi ard'wodi, time to d'evefoy team d ientistry and a attie liLcfi. 

Q: How about winnings two state championships? 

A: 'Each season is d'iflerent. 'We 6en ~{ itt edfY01n winning l3~fore a nd' the expenence fiefpea. 

Q: What will it take to win again this year? 

.>1: Stay foct/serf and' y-racti ce ftan£' 

Q: What's the best part of coac~ing? . . , . . ., . . '. . 
,;.t: Tne camyetltiveness. 'There aye gooc(players, 6ut mast a.t all tney re good filds. 

i 

I 
I 
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Swim team looks to prepare -for State run 
BY BRllTNEY /.>nLLER 

Both of the school swimniing teams at the school certainly 

knows how to make a splash. 

The team officially started the season with a home meet 

against Omaha Burke. 

Coach Meredith Kinman said her goal this year was to go 

to the State mee t, whi ch will take place during Feb. 21 through 
the 23. 

That goal has been accomplished as both members of the 

boys and girls swimming team wi ll swim in State. 

"Being a state swimmer is a huge honor," junior lVlichaei 

Walsh said . 

Walsh is a swimmer on the team here at central. The role he 

plays most is heing a free style. 

In swimming there are four different types of st rokes: breast 

stroke, back stroke, butterfly and freestyle. 

O ur team is one of the top schools to participate in swim­

ming teams among the Omaha Public School (OPS) district. 

Central ranks right under Burke High school. 

The team got together every day for practice from 4p.m. to 

6p.m. at Norris Middle school. 

Because the school does not have a swimming pool Nor­

ris has always let the team.use their pool for practicing and for 

meets. 

Last year the team practiced Tuesdays and Thursday morn­

ings one hour before school started. 

"It's a great idea to practice early. ] f you take a look at all the 

good swim teams oUT here, they\e so good because of how much 

they practice," Walsh said. 
He said to participate in swimming it required a lot of dedi­

cation. Swimmers have to give both time and patience into their 

daily practices. 
Keep ing a steady healthy diet plays a key role in swimming. 

Staying out of any trouble inside and outside of school is 

important as well. Differen t things one may do to get in trouble 

can cause the whole team a lose. . 

Kinman said the dedication level among the swiinmers \vas 

one of the things that could be improved, as well as making the 

team and swimming one of their top priorities among extra-cir­

ricular activities. 
The time commitment is the hardest part for Kinman as a 

coach. She said it was hard to want to be there when some of the 

swimmers don't want to. 

Kinman said the boys team had a lot of swimmers that were 

competitive and liked to race each other. She said a difference 

bctween this year and the previous year were there were more 

swimmers that wanted to be there and not just there to hang out 

with frie nds. 

The Metro meet starts 7th and lasts through the 9th. Kin­

man said the Metro meet will determine the number of swimmers 

that will go to State . 

The team wrapped up the regular season against Omaha 

Nor~hwe st on Jan. 29. 

Kim Buckley contributed to this story 
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ILLUSTRATION BY ANITA HODGE 

Lady Eagles look to rebound after tough sta 
BY PETER BOCK 

"111e gi rls that graduated last year, they had been together for four years, and we 

had people coming up from the reserve and junior varsity teams that hadn't played a 

lot,"junior Kailah Bailey, a star forward on the Central G irls Va rsity Basketball team, 

explained why the team has struggled this season. 

lhe Lady Eagle's 2-12 record is a stark contrast from last yelli's 16-6 district 

qual ifier. 

"We're trying to i ~pf()ve our defe nse, our post-passi ng, and we're trying not to 

Ulrn the ball over," Bailey continued. 

Last year, the team was lead by Jasmine Johnson, who is curren tly at the Univer­

sity of Houston on a basketball scholarship. They upset number one ranked Bellevue 

West in the regular season, and climbed as high as sixth in the state standings. A 

district loss to the same Bellevue West team ended one of th e Eagle's best seasons 

in years. 

The Eagles lost five seniors, including Johnson, and took a major hit this year, as 

most of the starters are underclassmen. 

"They have some experience from sitting the bench at times on varsity las t year, 

and that was a reaso n for some of our bad play, espccially carly in thc year," Bailey 

said. 

As of January 29th, they had compiled two wins, one of which came against 

previously winless Omaha Northwest. The win ended a seven game losing streak that 

began after the team's first victory over Lincoln North Star. 

But eve n with the less than perfect record, the Eagles are showing signs of steady 

improvement. 

The recent win over Northwest helped get back some of the confidence the team 

was missing for most of the season, and helped the players appreciate the. feeling of 

winning again. , 

"Winning feels really good, since last year we went 16-6, and I definitely took it 

for granted last year," Bailey said. 

Senior Katie McCloskey scored 13 of her 17 points as Central scored 24 points 

in the first quarter, a season high, in the Eagles second victory for the seasQn. 

"We blended really well, made a lot of good shots at the beginning, a lot of three 

pointers, and overall we started off really well, which gave us a good cushion to start 

th e game," Bailey said. 

The team felt relieved that another win finally came, and that they had a chance 

to avenge a loss at home against Northwest two years ago, Bailey said. She said the 

victory motivates the team in practice and gives hope to all the players. 

Overall improvement has been a big-goal for the team, said Bailey, who said she 

believes the Eagles are back on th e right track. 

"We play better as a team, we're gelling, and we feel Jjke one big fam ily. I think 

we're going to get some more victories down the stretch." 

Recently the gi rls have had tough games against Omaha Marian at Marian on 

January 31st, and Millard North and PapillIon La-Vista in February. W ·ith a state 

tournament berth out of the picture, the pressur~ to make it to state isn't therc, but 

the desire to win still is. 

"Coming up, since we've been playing together for so long, I see more wins and 

expect us to continue to improve," Bailey says. 

Even with a young team and an improving squad, the Lady Eagles are not look­

ing to next season just yet. They want to finish the scason thc right way and learn 

from this year, Bailey said. 

"We don't want to finish the year on a bad note. We want to win." 
• 

Above· Junior Kailah Baile falls to the fl f h. PHOTOS BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER 

are se~ing. Right: Isabel :enjamin-Alvar~~~ °bl~~k:Uas~~tt;~: ~~~~a~~~eu~:~:~~~~h~~k~~gh :~amy~u·pAftsetrr a sudccfesSfulhseason
t 

I~st year, led by graduated senior Jasmine Johnson, the Lady Eagles 
. ong e ense opes 0 Jump-start the end of the season. 

. Ev( 
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powerful start gives t~e Eagles wrestling team a great chance to send some repeat performers back to the State Tournament. Coach Jimmie Foster is impressed with the start of the season. While! 

team had to de~! With one of the co-captains,. Sam Almazan, due to a shoulder injury and surgery, the team has managed to have a winning record of 7-1. Next year looks promising as severa ~ 

are steppmg up and the team will not be losing any members as there are no seniors on the team. . , 

orce to wrest e' wit 
As the wrestling team is in the middle of the season, the team is motivated 

with the hope to qualify for State. Hard work has led to a 7-1 season, and 

the team has many wrestlers that will be returning next year. 

BY KIM BUCKLEY 

Even during practice, the Varsity wrestling team takes everything they have to 

mat. 

"To me, (wrestling is) one of the best things in the world," junior Sam Almazan 

Almazan started wrestling in middle school and attended wrestling summer 

before coming to Central. . 

lhe team practices for two hours every day. Coach Jimmie Foster said the goal is 

ge t the team better with every performance. 

He said the strongest part of the team is the work ethic the wrestlers have. 

Foster said his personal goal is to have a better showing at the State Tournament 

he would like to have some state medalists and champions. 

"We've (the team) got to be;more confident in ourselves and our abilities," he 

To prepare for the upcoming State Tournament, which will take place during 

14-16, Foster said the team is just trying to continue doing what the team has 

doing the entire season: ' . . 

JUnior Zack Andre has been wrestling since the beginning of sophomore year. 

got into wrestling because it was something to do and his father wanted him 

do it. 

He said wrestling has taught him matudty because he's matured a lot since 

the team. 

Andre said wrestling also motivates and drives him. 

For Almazan, one of the co-captains of the team, the hardest part of the season 

not being able to wrestle in the beginning part because of a shoulder Injury, which 

surgery. 
Last year, when Almazan was wrestling, his shoulder popped out of its socket. 

at wrestling camp in the summer, Almazan said the shoulder started getting 

and would pop out and slide out of place. 

He said at it started getting to the point where it would slip out once every day, 

got so bad that it wouJd slip out four or five times a day. 

He said not being able to wrestle was horrible because he wanted to wrestle with 

the team and he fcIt that he wasn't doing anything. The first match he was in this 

season, Almazan said, was tough because he had to get used to wrestling again. 

He said he felt he did well in his first match , and has been doing well ever 

since. 
Foster said at the beginning of the season the team was still trying to find its 

identity, but when Almazan returned to the team everything was able to fit together. 

lhe best part of the season for Andre was getting qualified for State. Almazon 

said the best part of the season was the fact that the team was doing well. 

Foster said for him the best part of this season was spending time with young 

men who look forward to working hard. . 

Senior Carli Culijat is one of the varsity managers of the wrestling team. 

"I've wanted to do it for thr.ec years and this year I've been able to do it," Culijat 

said. 
Culijat's cousins arc wrestlers and she didn't know all of the details of wrestling 

before becoming a manager. S he said as she learns more about wrestling, she loves 

the sport. 
Her job consists of taking care of the mats and mopping them, keeping the 

scores and times of the matches, write down the statistics and filling out the brackets 

during matches. 
One of the things the builds the team chemistry are the ni cknames given to 

the wrestlers. Foster said it helps with the team chem istry because once you get a 

nickname, pretty soon you try to live up to it. 
He also hosts video game tournaments at his house to build the team chemistry. 

During practice the team also does bonding activities. 

Andre crediti coach Foster for g iving the team chemistry. 

"He pushes us hard every day," Andre said. 

Foster said the biggest thing that bonds the team together is the wrestling 

itself. 
The hardest part of being a manager, Culijat said, was seeing the wrestlers go 

through their struggles and not having that opportunity to win . She said the wrestlers 

work hard and when it doesn't a.lways result in a win, it's hard. 

She said because the team is 7-1, it shows that the hard work the wrestlers hav ~ 
done has paid off. : 

Foster said he believed the record was achieved through the leadership displayed 

by the three returning state qualifiers. : 

Foster said the hardest part about coaching the wrestling team was reining in thel 
work ethic of the team of the team because the wrestlers would probably overwor~ 
themselves. 

Foster said that off of the mat, he wants the members of the team to be productiv ~ 
members of society. : 

On the mats he said he wants the tcam to be aggressive because that is how! 

matches are won. : 

"We want constant, controlled aggreSSion," Foster said. : 

He said during the practice the wrestlers don't stop moving for two hours untit 

the practice is over. : 

Foster said he knew that ever since he was a wrestler at the age of 14, he wante~ 

to coach it. • 

One ofthe things that was different for Andre this year was he dropped a weigh~ 
class . Last year he was in the 120 weight class and th is year he is in the 103 class; 

Andre said this has made a difference in his performance and /a id he seems to be: 

winning more matches. • 

While none of the wrestlers on the team this year are seniors. Foster said i ~ 
wasn't aAccted the team because the wrestlers are hard workers no matter \Yhat g rade: 

they're in. : 

Almazan said that there are a couple of freshmen wh o he felt were competing a ' 

the Varsity level and doing well . He said there was a freshmen that was leading on th ~ 
stats board, and some that qualified for State . I 

"They (the freshmen) will contribute leadership and they will continue to; 

work hard to impress on the coming wrestlers the kind of work ethic. needed to be' 

sllccessful," Foster said. 

Culijat said the hardest part of learning to be a manager for the team was' 

learning the traditions, as well as all of the inside jokes and knowledge the wrestling 

team has. 

..... 
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For the first time in 23 years, the Eagles football team took home the State Title. With it, Central is one of the first schools to hold three State Titles; track, basketball and football, at the same ti 
The Eagles finished the season 11-2, with a interception that ended the Millard North Mustangs quest for a title. The teams senior leadership led to the explosive wins in the State Tourney. 

State Football title creates a triple crow 
BY PATRICK BREEN 

"We are State Champions," head coach Jay Ball said, "and let me tell you, its a 

feeling you can't describe. 'That kind of feeling is only generated by hard work and 

. commitmen t ." 

Capping 'off one of the best seasons in the last century, the Eagles followed 

senior leadership and strong coaching to the first State Title in football since 1984. 

The team held off a powerful M ill ard North offense to win wi th the moto, "Finish 

the Job." 

"Our defense played well the whole playoffs," Ball said. "Our defense hung in 

there and hung in there and made the plays th~t they had to." 

With less than a minute left in the game, se nior cornerback,Chris Griffin 

intercepted the ball that ended M Ward North's chance at a comeback, securing the 

Eagles 26-21 lead and the State Title. 

It was a big night for Griffin playi ng in his final high school football game. He 

threw for three to uchdown s, and went without a vital error like an interception or a 

fumble . 

One of the biggest plays was on a third-and- 12 on the Eagles first drive. The 

plan was a cross ing pattern to free up senior wideout Shane Prater. 

"They were pl ayi ng man- to-man and ctossing routes work well on those," Ball 

said . "VVe were hoping to isolate Shane and maybe cross up their coverage." 

But .it wasn't the IoWa recruit that caught the ball, instead the route opened up 

senior tight-end Ryan Steffen. 

"They left Ryan wide open," Ball said, "and he just took it to the endzone." 

The quick 66-yard SCOre gave initial momentum to the Eagles, and the lead 

would never be relinquished . 

On the Mustangs following drive, a forced fumble recovered by the Eagles left 

them in great scoring position. 

This time he would hook-up with Shane Prater. 

For his second touchdown of the game, Griffin through a floater over a 

Mustang defender into the hands of Prater for a 28-yard score. 

The play of three-year starting quarterback Griffin was quite evident. He 

. played amazing, giving the Eagles a State Championship, Ball said . 

"Chris is the.best quarterback in the state," Ball said. "He makes plays with his 
feet and his arm ." 

The athleticism of the Eagles offense and defense was shown throughout the 
playoffs. 

On a first half drive, senior tailback Ronflell Grixby caught a pass from Griffin 

and took it to the outside before breaking a tackle and flipping into the endzone. 

Millard North didn't give up, scoring its points in the second half to close the 
gap. 

"They're a great football team," Ball said. 

The Mustangs were playing without their starting quarterback instead IT. 

on back-up which th e "Grape C rush" defen se preyed on. 

But the Nebraska recruit, Sean Fisher wasn't going to allow the Eagles hl'.11 

them on the grOlmd. As a running back, Fisher put up 198 rushing yaros III cr Ib, 

Eagles defense on 44 attempts . 

Ball said that he showed his running power and why he was a st rong Diyi, 

recruit, but said that the defense played tough . 

"We weren't givi ng up any easy yards," Ball said. 

And the seniors made sure of tlut. 

1l1e nine offensive starting seniors included three lineman; M att Wa ster . . 

Kincaid and Jonathon Butler, who played against a Millard North defensive line 

averaging 280lbs. The line held for enough time to see big plays come from rh"il 

big-play offense. 

And defensively, the Eagles seven seniors wore -down the M ill ard orth 

offense. The second-half belonged to the Mustangs ofFense, who maintained 

possession of the' ball for three-fourths of the time-of-possession (TOP) wi th 1 ~ 

minute s. 

Central's offense only f1eld it for only seven minutes. 

Even though the defen se, led by th e seniors couldn't stop a powerful " til-n;l', 

C ontinu ed to '3-Peat' on Page 16B 

Eagles winning big, looking to three-pea 
BY PATRlCK BREEN 

lts tough to win a State Championship. It took the football team 

~3 years to repeat the task. 

. The basketball team on the .oth er hand, is looking for their first 

championship sin ce 12 months before. And then 12 months before that. 

I Yes, its hard to win a championship. A team has to endure the tests 

of the other teams, the injuries and the hardships of transferred players 

and graduated seniors. 

Now, imagine trying to do it consecutively. 

Three times. 

, That is the goal of this year's Boys Basketball team. Win a third 

~ hampi o n s hip in as many years. 

But with a 15-3 start the Eagles, ranked sixth in the State, prepare 

for another run at glory. 

Two months before the season started, the team wasn't so sure of its 

fu ture. 

t. Junior foward Doug Kni ckrehm broke hi s ankle, and a mysterious 

Ulness befell star Creighton recruit Josh Jones. The illness would later be 

~iscovered to be bacteria in his blood ,and a heart surgery was necessary. 

The team brought in Northwest transfer Donald Jones and had lost 

graduated seniors Ben Kline and Alex Deleon. 

So how could a team with so much adversity fair so well? Hard 

work and determination. , 

Jones wasn't expected to start the season. Well he did. And not 

only that, he started well. Returning to form, Jones put up a Central 

record 11 3-point field goals and 41-points. 

Returning players lead this experienced team back to dominating on 
the court. 

Seniors Josh Jones, Ronnell Grixby, Chris Griffin and Lorenzo 

Wilson all return from the championship team last year in hopes of 

bringing home another one. 

Wilson plays center, and 

The new addition of the other Jones (Donald Jones) has added 
speed and size to the team. 

And th e team starts to football stand-outs that are providing as big 

an impact on the court as they did on the field . 

Seniors Grixby and G riffin both return this year to start at the guard 

position and add a State C hampionship Football Trophy \'0 their resume. 
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Senior Josh Jones crosses-over a North defender before driving to the 
The Eagles varsity team eyes its third straight championship, with a 14-3 sta 


