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tudents help save lives by
articipating in annual blood
e

M Students participate in the annual
pod drive held at Central, The event
S« highly publicised and students were

BRI ;< o take action in saving lives. For
It ‘ ore see 2A.

| ollege Corner

With college coming up for

any juniors and seniors, details are
iportant. Take a quick look at some
cts on this issue’s feature colleges. For

ore see 2A.

d

| eet the candidates...

P e

gt The Register
offers quick facts on
2008’s presidential
candidates to better
prepare America's

| OTO COURTESY OF FOX youngest voters. For
more see 3A.

d

opinion

d, A
@ Cchools adapt new policy
nfair to students

With schools
asrass the country
adapting a new
grading policy
that sets a new
standard as to
what failing
entails, students
who put effort
into their school
work wonder
how this is fair.
See how this
_ new idea is far
from benifical
to students. For
more see 7A.

i registration

RTOON BY ANITA HODGE
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ormer drama teacher
ecalls fond memories of 7
eaching at Central

When she applied to work at
‘entral, she wanted to teach ESL.
lowever, she accepted the job as drama
acher just for the chance to teach at

er high school. For more see 12B.

\umnus donates $70,000
Rose Theatre

Viewers at the ever-famous Rose
heatre can now enjoy the same dark
ary ceiling thanks to a generation
onation from a Central alumnus. For
ore see 14B.

sports
befense lifts Eagles past the
-Birds

& 4

The
Eagles took on
their rivals, the
Bellevue T-
birds to avenge
a loss in the
Metro Holiday
Tourney. For
more see 17B.

The good side

INn Her Shoes

Freshman Alyo
Beasley mas
the art of dance
I.' )t _.‘1’ ne } 1€
learned how to

ride a bike,

See page 11B

.

School vs. Legislature
as well as the bad when
it comes to schools and the law.

See page 8A, 9A

NATIONAL PACEMAKER AWARD WINNER

Teens could tip scales in electiohs

‘V]th clect]on season in ﬁ[]l ge‘n pol]t]c]qng presidential election in 2004 saw a 11-percent voting rate increase

among those are 18-24.

are realizing the impact that ‘Generation
X" might have. How could these uncharted e
the ]'mmi

demographics change the way of the game? But go onto Facchook or
. .\I'\"\]‘;I\

¢ and you'll see groups for
BY PATRICK BREEN or against certain candidates.

Barack Obama has scen large

hip. And

mer ¢ alre |.|\ dec ulm \l']!l.\ thev want to be their leader. old vorters, and  his [-_'\'|1||'n]t1-:.“.

me nex ear \IHLH\ a will be \111\.“ new !L i i T 'ﬂl]"}\ﬂﬂ |-|'::|[J the 1ll'|Ll('1' 30 I\'L'.iT

Jut something new has l|:1|'|_5gud the way the politicians are taking are obvious.  Take the Facebook,

Myspace and technological world

to the stage,

In the first caucus of the vear in lowa, the nation watched as teens to his \‘.lmpdil-_'\u.

placed a pin on their chest and voiced their support.
\ccording to the United States Census Burean (USCB) the last

Students
attend
rally for

Obama

BY KIM BUCKLEY

People from around the city and the
state flocked to hear Illinois Sen. Barack
Obama at a rally on Feb. 7, a couple of
days before the Nebraska caucus on Feb.
i

The doors opened fifteen minutes
earlier than the scheduled time of 3:30
p.m. at the Civic Auditorium. Many
supporters in the crowd were holding
signs with Obama’s campaign slogan
“Change We Can Believe In”, as well as
American flags and clappers.

Before the rally, music played and
chants of “Obama” were heard. The
people in the crowded auditorium did
the wave a few times.

Nebraska Sen. Ben Nelson, who

And this vear the politicians are taking note of this yow
generation. Flip on the television, and see the ads that get striaght to

came to endorse Obama, said he was
surprised at the number of people that
flocked to the Civic Auditorium. He
added that whenever there are political
rallies the hope is that the room is small.

While Nelson said the large
auditorium initially worried him, he felt
that supporters were enthusiastic, which
made the large auditorium seem small.

The Nebraska senator said he
endorsed Obama because he felt Obama
was a candidate who reached across the
aisle. He also said he liked Obama's
speech after winning the lowa caucus
since it was about bringing people and
the country together.

The crowd grew excited when the
band “Bright Eyes” performed three
songs before Obama spoke.

“Are you excited?” the lead singer
Conor Oberst asked the crowd. “Saturday
is the day when we nominate Barack
Obama!”

After a song, Oberst asked the
crowd if they were ready to watch
Obama speak. He added he has seen it
and hearing Obama speak was amazing.

While the doors opened early, the
crowd had to wait over two hours before
Obama came to speak. Both Omaha
Mayor Mike Fahey and lowan Governor
Chet Culver spoke to crowd, both of
who urged Nebraskans to caucus. Sen.
Nelson then introduced Obama.

Obama first thanked Mayor Fahey
for his hospitality as well as Nelson
and Culver and called the crowd
extraordinary.

He opened his speech by saying it
has been a year since he announced his
candidacy and there were some people
who said he was relatively young and
could afford to wait before running
for president. He then said he was not

Political anylists like Tim Russert are saving that the younger

Continued to 'ELECTION on Page 3A

running on a gambit.
“I am running because of what Dr.

Continued to ‘RALLY’ on Page 3A

BY KIM BUCKLEY

Nine people dead and others
wounded.

That was the terrible aftermath
of a six-minute mass shooting in the
Von Maur store of Westroads Mall.

The shooter was 19-year-old

suicide after killing eight people and
wounding others.

In a statement to the Associated
Press, Hawkins' family wrote, “The
Hawkins family extends its sincerest
condolences to all those impacted
by this senseless and horrible event.
While no words can ease the pain and

PHOTO BY ALI HODGE/HEGISTER
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Hundreds of Omahans paid their respects to the nine killed in December’s shooting at Von
Maur by placing ﬂowers, sngns candles and cards at the entrance of the hulldlng

Robert Hawkins, who committed °

grief, our family prays that at some
time, in some way, our community
can be healed in the aftermath of this
terrible tragedy.”

That afternoon left the citizens
of Omaha and the entire state
shocked and devastated that such a
thing could ever happen.

The incident had the community
wondering about gun control and the
issue of depression.

For senior Elizabeth Erikson,
the shooting at Von Maur happened
on her birthday. Erikson, who works
at the mall, was just getting into the
mall between Dick’s Sporting Goods
and JC Penneys when the shooting

Con

Another

The Regis
Central's

Deadly shooting shocks teens

was happening. She walked into the
door and saw 25 policemen lining up
and yelling, “Get down! Get down!”

Erikson said she dropped to the
ground scared because she believed
there was a man with a rifle in JC
Penneys. She said she just laid on
the ground for about five minutes,
bawling and hysterical, before
looking out of motioning for a cop to
come and get her.

The cop took Erikson outside,
and drove her to her car. She said she
had to wait about an hour and a half
in the parking lot so the police could
search the cars to ensure safety.

Senior Jareila Williams said

tinued to ‘SHOOTING’ on Page 2A

B|g Win
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state football win.

See page 20B
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Sarah Lawrence College

Location: Bronxville, New York
Type: Liberal arts four year

Undergrad enrollment: 1,391 of the student population are un-

dergrads. '

Majors offered in: Biology, writing, visual arts, foreign language,

law, medicine, dance and business.

Application dates: May 1

Bates College

Location: Lewiston, Maine
Type: Liberal'arts four year

Enrollment: 1,699 of the student population are full time stu-

dents.

Majors offered in: Biology, visual arts, foreign language, law,
medicine, agriculture, economics, philosophy, history, Russian,

Japanese, Chinese, dance and business.
Application dates: January 1

University of Florida

Location: Gainesville, Florida
Type: Liberal arts four year

Enrollment: 1,699 of the student population are full time stu-

dents.

Majors offered in: Biology, visual arts, foreign language, law,
medicine, agriculture, economics, philosophy, history, Russian,

Japanese, Chinese dance and business.
Application dates: January 1

Nebraska Wesleyan University

Location: Lincoln, Nebraska
Type: Private Liberal Arts

Enrollment: 1,864 of the student population are full time stu-

dents.

Majors offered in: Busniess, Education, Health Profession,

Parks and Recreation, Psychology, Biology, English, Visual and
Performing Arts
Application dates: August 15

CALENDAR

January

2 1 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
No school for students and faculty.

Metro Conference held in Lincoln, NE for

all DECA members

Scrapbooking Day

Central High School will be hosting a scrapbooking
event from 9am to 6pm. Cost is $25 a person.

S.A.T.

Interested students may take the S.A.T. at several
Omabha locations.

DECA Metro Conference

President’s Day

February
1 "2 The 94th annual Roadshow will be held in the
auditiorium. -
9 All Omaha Public Schools join in a city wide concert
at the TAC building.
High school wrestlers gather at Qwest
Center for state wide tournament.
1 8 No school for students or faculty.
l 9 Planning/Inservice Teacher Work Day
No school for students.

Roadshow
All City Music Festival
1 4_ 1 6 State Wrestling Tournament .
28 D Q Girl’s State Basketball

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER

A bus parked outside Seemann Stadium gave students a chance to make a difference just
by giving some blood. Many students participated and saved lives.

Blood drive: a success

BY ANGELICA GENOVESI

“The actual process is quite simple and quick,” said

techniques dealing with the blood.

difference by possibly saving a life.

300 lives could be saved.

opportunity to donate.

blood.

is complete.

Continued from

‘Shooting’ on page 1A

when she found out about the Von
Maur shootings she felt sympathy for
the families because a lot of people
died.

Westroads Mall reopened on
Dec. 8, though the Von Maur store still
remained closed.

Erikson worked the day the mall
reopened, and said she felt very safe
and comfortable at the mall because it
had a lot of security.

A lot of support has been given
to the victims of the families and
their families, including a fund. The
donations raised by the fund reached
$843,000. A memorial included eight
wreaths was placed outside of the steps
" of the store to remember the victims.

BY WYNTER DAVIS

Central High School Student
Council members invited other York
High Student Council members over
to experience a day at Central High.

This was an opportunity for the
members to visit, share, compare and
contrast their school environment with
another school in the state. Students
were also able to sce Central's leadership
roles and quality around the school.

“The members were chosen by
good attendance, participation in the
student council sponsor activities,” said
Student Council sponsor Judy Storm.

The whole purpose was to show
leadership and diversity here at Central.
Each member had to pick from 19 York
students to show around the school for
four periods.

Blood is a vital tool in contemporary medicine.
Everyone's body thrives on it and doctors are able to treat
accidents or disease with accuracy and efficiency using new

The American Red Cross gave the opportunity to high
school students nation-wide to donate blood and make a

Each person was allowed to donate a pint of blood
every 56 days and that pint could save up to three lives.
With around 100 students donating that day potentially

“It’s a good thing for students to donate and become
part of a bigger cause,”said John Doe, the head nurse present
at the blood drive held here at Central.

“The age fequirements this year also allowed more
students to actually donate who wanted to,” said Doe.

Last year, the age requirement was 17, but this year
it was lowered to 16, which in context didn't seem like
a significant decrease, but allowed more students the

There were, however, some instances, which could
have caused the donator to not be certified to donate their

“The first thing that takes place before ever taking
blood is a drop check of the iron levels of the patient we are
dealing with, because if the hemoglobin levels are too low it
can make them temporarily unusable,” said Doe.

That was why it was recommended to not only keep a
balanced diet before donating, but to consume foods high
in iron. By doing this it makes someone more eligible and
also prevents them from becoming weak after the process

Doc. “The only difference between getting blood taken here
and blood taken at the doctors is the size of the needle and.
the amount taken.”

Students donated blood for several different reasons.
Whether it was because they wanted to be part of the
medical field later in life or because someone they have
known had to have a blood transfusion or simply because
they want to help out every donation counted.

Senior Monica Brown chose to donate because she
wanted to help out the American Red Cross and the people
connected to that organization. She had never donated
before and was slightly nervous.

“Getting pricked in the finger hurt a little more than
when it came time to actually draw the blood,” said Brown.

According to Doe, this is because there are more nerves
at the tip of your finger so the pain stays longer and is more
apparent.

There weren't any students who had a reaction after
giving blood as there has been in previous years,

“A few students became weary and felt exhausted,” said
Doe, “but no one fainted or was seriously affected.”

This was senior Will Robins’ third time donating and
the-only time he didn't pass out afterwards.

“The first two years I had mistakenly forgot to eat
anything before getting my blood drawn which wasn't a
smart idea,” said Robbins.

Because he didn't eat Robins had a lack of fluid in his
system when he went in.

This causes the person to faint because since there is
less fluid in your body, the blood pressure isn't strong enough
to keep the blood going to your head.

“This year, I made sure to eat beforehand and it went
perfectly fine,” said Robins.

ILocal disaster shocks teens

Many prayer vigils took place, 20.
offering comfort and reassurance as
well as support for the community.
Many politicians sent their thoughts
and sympathies, including the Mayor
Mike Fahey, Gov. Dave Heineman and
President Bush.

Erikson said the support the
community gave after the shooting
said a lot of good things about it. She
said it showed the community had a
positive attitude and she had a better
outlook because of it.

She said it was sad that something
so tragic had to happen for people to
realize how supportive people are in
the community.

Red Cross volunteers came to
Westroads every day for a week and  said.
gave items. Erikson said people from
the Red Cross would ask how they
were doing,

Von Maur reopened on Dec.

Hundreds of people showed
their support for the store. The night
before Von Maur reopened, volunteers
gathered to pick up the memorial on
the steps of the store to be preserved.

There was a moment of silence to
remember the victims before a prayer
was said by Father Don Shane of St.
Roberts Bellarmine. The crowd sang
part of a verse of the song “Silent
Night"before members of the historical
society picked up the memorial.

For some, it will be a day that
they will always remember. Erikson
said something as big as the shooting
will be remembered by the people of
Omaha and Nebraska.

“It just won't be forgotten,” she

Williams said in Omaha it was a
day where people will remember where
they were at when it happened.

State schools tour each other

It was snowing in York and while
driving, sponsor Dan Endorf had a
minor accident

Storm said it pushed the schedule

be an all day event.

The students will visit York High
School and spend the day with a York
student host.

back a bit. Giving  them  the
Instead of the York High same respect has they need
School  Student  Council Central.

members show at the end of “1 am excited about

fourth hour, they arrived at this  opportunity  and

the beginning of fifth hour. new experience for the
Storm said that she members,” said Storm.

would like to keep the Storm wanted Student

tradition with the Nebraska
Association  of  Student
Council (NASC).

The York High School
members were very amazed
to see the school.

In the near future, Central
members will be attending a student
exchange in York, Nebraska. This will

Council members to see the

_different environment of a
smaller school.

“The students at York
were driven to get a good
"said Storm.

Even though York High is a much
smaller than Central, York
students still have many oppurtunities.

STORM

education,

school

Contest alloy,
students to
eXpress poetry

BY PETER BOCK

“The neat thing about the pr,,
is that it gives students the oppor,
to speak poetry out loud and ley
experience poems you wouldn't o
class,” said Deron Larson, an
teacher and a sponsor of the upcyy,
Poetry Out Loud contest.

“I really think students will by,
more interested if they have L*xptrlu‘._:
[a poetry competition] once,” he s

The idea for the Poetry Oy |,
event came in 2005 when 4 p,
slam at Ralston High School was .
successful.

Larson attended the cven ,
decided to answer the emails b |
been receiving for a National P,
Competition sponsored by the Neby,
Arts Council.

The National Competition fea,
smaller state competitions, in whig |
schools from the midwest Nebrask;,
participating. *

“l think Central has a gy

- reputation, and other schools way
participate with us in these king
events,” Larson said.

The January 24*
the preliminary competition
interested students who did nor i
the opportunity to try out in class
show off their poetry skills to advang
the final round on the 31*.

Classical poems were
memorized and presented
entertaining and oratorical manner 4
was judged.

The finals included the open i
students,whichisanyone,and thes
who tried out in class competir
one another in a school wide conres
determine the school’s representatix
the state finals.

“Last year Mrs. Devlin mentior
something where the finals [of P
Out Loud] would be held as an cver
the roadshow, and that was a great i
but unfortunately didn’t happen. [«
like to see something like that, or cien
open mic slam where students could
their own poems,” Larson said.

Some of the poems expected ©
read at the reading included |
Hughes “Harlem,” Robert Frosr: fi

event

and Ice” and Stephen Crane’s "I

Desert”
poems.

among other such

Martin Luthefs

King, Jr. Day

remembered

BY MARK VONDRASEK

The celebration of the birth &
life of Dr. Martin Luther King [r.v
held at the Holland Performing ¥
Center in downtown Omaha
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Before the program began, smo
jazz from several local Omaha art
was played, and then Mayor Mike Fiff
began the celebration by introducy
the people who would be receiving !
“Living the Dream” award, a local aw:
presented to citizens of Omaha W
have gone above and beyond the ¢l
duty in the matters of helping their ¢

Five citizens of Omaha w
presented the “Living the Dr
award.

v The program was a commu
event so anyone in Omaha or !
surrounding area could have come. |
event was also free admission 10!
public.

Other events were taking
during Dr. Martin Luther King
Day. These other activities incli
community service in the form
painting houses for the Hope Corf
for Kids.

The event was sponsored and 7
on by the University of Nebraski
Omaha's Service Learning Academy
Student Organization and Leaderst
prtlgrams.

This was the twenty-fifth ant
celebration for Dr. Martin Luther
Jr. Day. The event has a long history !
is considered a tradition to many ¥
attended.

Many in  attendance W
community leaders and other invol
citizens,  Including
councilmen.
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Lometimes anxie

Meet the

ty to voice one’s opinion in the election year clouds the mind of a young
oter. I.n the rush and excitement of the voting process, teens may overlook important in-
ormation needed to cast an intelligent vote. The following is what each candidate plans to
jo when faced with some of the most difficult topics that threaten our country now.

sHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

Py Republican

1 iers working in low performing
chools and are performing well,

ny: Huckabee would support the
« and eliminate the Internal Rev-

ervice.

imate Change: Huckabee would use
his coniprehensive plan to focus more on
ett o cnergy from alternative sources,
wind power.

sration; Huckabee would eliminate
sa lottery system and the admission
gory lor adult brothers and sisters of
L' 5. ciizens

\bortion: Pro-Life

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

John McCain

Party: Republican

incomes and support tax-free saving ac-
counts for education expenses.

Economy: McCain would reduce gov-
emment spending by using his power to
veto bills before Congress.

Climate Change: McCain and Joe Li-
eberman have been advocating for a
mandatory limit or “cap” on greenhouse
gas emissions.

Immigration: McCain would make allies
with those in Latin America and Mexico
and help their economy.

Abortion: Pro-Life

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

Hillary Clinton

Party: Democrat

new summer internship program for both
public and private schools.

Economy: Clinton would create new
Jjobs as well as ensure that trade policy
and unions are strong.

Climate Change: Clinton would increase
fuel standards and create a $50 billion
Strategic fund to invest in alternative en-
ergy research.

Immigration: Clinton would deploy
technology to help and the use of an em-

ployee verification system.

Abortion: Pro-choice

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX NEWS

Barack Obama

Party: Democrat

strategies to lower the dropout rate.

War in Iraq: Obama has opposed the war

Economy: Obama’s economic plan in-
ludes investing in U.S. Manufacturing
and having a Credit Card Bill of Rights.

Climate Change: Obama would double
funding for clean energy projects and
create a new world energy forum that
would focus on environemental issues.

Immigration: Obama would increase the
number of legal immigrants allowed as
well as promote economic development
in Mexico.

Abortion: Pro-choice

Teens look to
make difference in
upcoming election

Continued from ‘Election " on page 1A

voters will play a bigger role, now more than ever.

And Central’s Student Democrat co-President said there are some major
reasons to why more young voters are turning out.

“Teens are voting more because of the political events,” senior Elizabeth

to
in 1ion: Huckabee would give bonus-  Education: McCain would change teach-  Education: Clinton would end No Child  Education: Obama would provide fund- Rockwell snid_. “Since everything with the war and terrorism, (it provided) a
ler th and erase all of the student loans ers’ incomes get to be equal to lawyers’ Left Behind and invest $100 million ina  ing for schools to use for intervention wake-up call for everyone.

The expected increase in voter participation ranges from 3 to 7 percent
among those voters 18-24.
Recently, the primaries and caucuses were held in several states, including

againflar in Iraq: Supports current adminis- War in Iraq: McCain supportSﬂlecurmnt War in Iraq: Originally voted in favor from the start. He wants full withdraw of lowa and New Hampshire. Primaries and caucuses are used to determine
ntest @ranon plan. : administration plan as well as the troop ©f the war, but now opposes troop in-  troops March 2008. which candidate will represent them, not pin opposing parties against each
wtive surge. creases. other.

But that still doesn't ease the tension berween opposing parties.

According to the Washington Post, it was and still is a tight race between
Democrats Hillary Rodham Clinton, Barack Obama. Republicans John
McCain and Mike Huckabee are head to head in the 2008 Presidential Race
also.

According to Peter Levine of the Uninversity of Maryland’s Center for
Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE),
political professionals haven't liked dealing with the ‘the wild card,’ someone
who is either undecided or an Independant voter. CIRCLE also reported that
the youth voter turnout rate in 2004 was up seven percent from 2000, for a
total percent of 46 percent.

‘There are new voters every four years and they are likely to take part in
this vote for the president in 2008.

Michelle Rieger contributed ro this story

dtudents show support by attending Obama speeéh

We need to turn the page,” he told his supporters. “The stakes are too high. That

alleviate poverty or to lift failing schools, mentioning he fought those things in the

Continued from ‘Raﬂy "on page 1A

is why [ am running for the president of the United States.” streets, courts and legislature.

During the rally Obama addressed some of the concerns his critics have, “I know how hard change is,” he said,

the crowd. He said that people are able to disagree without being disagrecable as well as Obama told the crowd this was the country’s opportunity to imagine a better
ang imasaid he believed that this administration help was too late and mentioned ~ reach across the aisle and find common ground with the opposite party. He told ~ America. He ended the rally urging the supporters to caucus.
r. Wi - leaving children behind. the crowd that he was looking forward to debating Sen. John McCain, the GOP “Nebraska, this is our moment. This is our time,” he said at the rally.
Ar 1 such an environment, we cannot afford to wait,” he said. frontrunner. He said with the help from Nebraskans they would not only iu.'ipl him win the
n [ the crowd he said he didn't believe in ideology, but in realism as well as He mentioned that people have asked what change was, but said that at the end  nomination and the general election, but remuke the country and the world, The
tulness from the president of the United States. of the campaign it wasn't just a question about what change was, but what hope was  senator stayed behind to talk with supporters after the rally.
| t}[.]? \nd I was convinced first of all that change doesn't come from the top down, — as well. : Seniors Connor Maytield and Michacl Lynch as well as junior Franny Jamrozy
artis u the bottom up,”Obama said. Obama said that the odds of him standing before this crowd were very slimsince  attended the rally. They found out about this event over Facebook.
Fah He mentioned while on the campaign trail he has had people tell him that  his mother and his grandparents raised him, and his family was poor. Mayfield decided to attend the rally because of the all hype surrounding the
l““if ¢ for change has come, and has seen both young people, Independents and “And all they could give me was love, an education and hope,” he said. “That is  event.
g tl ans who have switched parties to vote for him. my inheritance.” Many teens don't think their vote will count in the election. The fact is that every
i, Lverywhere we go, we see these enormous crowds, this enormous energy,” Obama said that hope was not blind optimism but was the opposite. He said  single vote counts.
whillli o aid he knew that it would not be easy to get farmers to be a force in the economy or to o gu_N i —
call lhe crowd erupted in cheers when he mentioned that no matter what happened Michelle Rieger contributed to this story
1 Ik s clection, President Bush and Vice-President Dick Cheney were not going to
WO o1 the ballot,
redl The chants of “Yes We Can” were heard before the crowed quieted down and
i could resume talking.
L “Vou're here because you don't want to just be against someone. You want to be
r ,'l tsomeone,” Obama told his supporters.
: He told the crowd about the people he has met on the trail, including teachers,
o i, people and veterans. He told the crowd these veterans have served honorable
iihave been let down by the system, calling them “magnificent.”
pla Atter mentioning the veterans, Obama mentioned having to hug parents who
's Q¢ hud a son or daughter die in Iraq and patriots who want to know why America’s
Juddi g ny in the world has fallen. He said he knows they want change and that he
& s to bring the country together.
¢S I want to be a president who listens every day to the struggles of the American
“iple,” he said.
d p Obama covered a variety of topics during his speech, including fixing the health
ka T Ssystem.
ya Obama’s mother died from cancer at the age of 53 and Obama said he remembers
rshBKii 16 watch his mother deal with insurance papers.
‘Tknow what it’s like to see people suffer because of a broken health care system,”
10U said before outlining his plan, promising that it would take place during his
King vear as president.
v "j On the economy, Obama said he believes in capitalism and the free market, but
Wilkid it a wrong when CEOs make more money in 10 minutes than the average
_ Jer makes in a single year. )
W "We've got to restore fairness and balance in the economy,” he said.
”I"'. Obama prumiscd that while he was president he would raise the minimum wage
¢l

d
El

S4

“ep pace with inflation as well as increase safety standards for imports so there
Jdnt be problems with lead in toys. .
Switching topics to education, Obama said that Americans have an obligation
“nsure that children would have a good education and make college affordable for
TV person in America. B
He said he would ensure that there were would be a $4,000 dollar tuition break
“students, but warned that students who get that break would have to work in a
“onal service, such as the peace corps.
“We will invest in you, you will invest in America,” he told the crowd.
- Uther topics Obama spoke about included alternative energy, foreign policy and
“Ping veterans.
‘We can grow our own fuel in lowa and Nebraska,” he said.
During the rally Obama called the war in Iraq “unwise,” and said it distracted

" untry from Afghanistan and the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. He said that the

) : ; E T d—
IV spent on the war could have been better served in places such as Nebraska,

"2 used for under funded schools and building hospitals.

It was an unwise war and that is why I will end it," he said, pledging to bring all

"ps back to America by 2009.

Obama also pledged to be a world leader and help people in some of the poor
intry, i

es as well as close Guantanamo Bay and restore habeas corpus. He said he
i A
Udbe a president who knows, teaches and obeys the Constitution.

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/ REGISTER

Presidential hopeful Barack Obama addresses the 10,000 Nebraskans at the Civic Center Thursday, February 7. The majority of
the crowd Obama addressed was under the age of thirty. He said he thinks the nation will see a great deal from the younger gen-

eration this election year.
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20th and Dodge known as one of the worst areas as fare as trafic is concerned, which may be caused by the rush of students leaving school at 2:50. Assistant principal Ed Bennet working with
security and administrators are working to make sure students are safe and to also make sure traffic is able to pass freely.

Increased trafflc causes more than slowdowns
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Sunday 11 AM - 5 PM
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Located at 72nd & L Street behind

Min 48" 12 yrs old *%*z
7 Day Furniture 1 |mo:y1§3a) )

BY KIM BUCKLEY

Known as one of the worst traffic spots downtown, 20th

and Dodge lights up with traffic when the bell rings and

students are released. When parents come to pick up students,

they cause traffic to come to a standstill.

Administrator Ed Bennett said he believes that the
administration has seen an increase in traffic on Dodge as well
as on 22" and Davenport.

School Resource Officer Matt Kelly said there is usually at

least one other pulicc cruiser, either a one-man or a two-man,

to oversee the traffic on Dodge. However, any extra police help
depends on the call load when school gets out.

The cause for all of the traffic is parents picking up kids
and students leaving school at the same time.

“There are multiple transportation issues,” Kelly said.

The amount of people leaving the school at the same time,
Kelly said, leaves both the school grounds and the traffic on
Dodge congested.

Junior Dominique Mitchell said the traffic is always
causing problems because while there is only one lane people
should technically stop in, drivers stop in three.

Kelly said the traffic on Dodge after school is very
dangerous because of pedestrians and drivers not paying as
close attention as they could have. He said part of the problem
was some of the drivers had their view blocked because of other
cars and pedestrians,

The traffic on Dodge doesn't bother freshman Miranda
Conrad, who said she would be more worried about the traffic
flow if it was darker outside.

Conrad said she believed the traffic on Dodge only
presented a problem to teenage drivcrs if thcy don‘r knnw Imw

- & = 8 - . - £

to drive well.

In the two years Kelly has been at the school, I

knows of only two accidents that have taken place o

Mitchell said she wasn't worried about pc:-,]-l-

hurt and thought they were safe against the trath

she thinks the administration, security, police and rew
a good job of ensuring student safety because they «

there every day making sure everything is okay.

Bennett said it was very important that the admi
police, security and teachers are out monitoring 1
situation for two reasons. He said it is critical to stud
because it lets students know if something happens |

are people who are there to take care of it. He also

also deter students from doing something they shoul

Principal Greg Emmel has talked to a safety

at the Teacher Administrative Center (TAC) to 1l
at the problem and come up with possible solution-
said Emmel has also contacted the Omaha Police D

(OPD) about possibly placing a crosswalk on Dodgc
nothing is currently being planned.

Bennett said the administration reminds the st

be careful.

problem. However, when the weather warms up ther

students outside and creates a bigger problem.
Bennett said he believed that Dodge is
general and when students get out it’s the start of rus]

there are a lot of cars traveling west. He also said for
Dodge can create a problem because there is not an ca

cross unless pedestrians cross at 20™ and Dodge.

Kelly said while monitoring traffic he tries to g
to park in areas they're supposed to park in as well a
hazardous drivers md TII\L appropriate action if therc

- L -‘A -Ih'dn lb‘
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ingstudent Council members Kevin Mitchell and Phil Lomneth, both seniors, help.a child enjoy his time at a “Holiday Helpers” activity such as face painting, decorating cookies for Santa and making
rniments for the Christmas tree. Kids found it fun, and the Student Council saw it as a great opportunity to help those teachers who help them so much.

Student Council makes a difference

BY WYNTER DAVIS

Gatalica participated in Holiday Helpers during her sophomore as well a
senior years.

“I think it’s a great idea,” she said. “I would take this idea to my dance studio.
We have a lot of girls in the studio. The parents need a break. So definitely I would
take this elsewhere.”

Throughout the event-filled day, there were many memorable moments but
Gatalica has one she won't forget.

“The one thing I would have to say I will remember from that day is the face
painting,” she said. “One kid painted his whole face green. Another girl had a big
fish on the side of her face. The kids painted (senior) Will Robbins’s beard blue. Face
painting was crazy!”

Storm said the most memorable moment for her was the year with her son
Matthew Storm.

“My son Matthew dressed as Santa Claus that year and made a guest
appearance,” said Storm. “One of the kids told his dad he didn't think he was Santa

Gatalica said was fairly easy because they kept things the same as previous years.
On the day of the event, children checked i in, met their Student Council buddy
and participated in several activities including eating tasty snacks.
“I jokingly tell the parents we fill them with sugar and send them home,” said
Storm.

"It was tiring, but I had a great time,” said senior Antea Gatalica about her
perience with Holiday Helpers. “I love little kids. They were not out of control

very energetic.”
Holiday Helpers is an activity Student Council hosts annually to encourage
ichers and staff members to drop their children off in the courtyard for free
abysitting.
“We first invited the kids of the staff members then we prepared ourselves for
he kids,” said Judy Storm, Student Council sponsor. “We decided on cookies for
nta, making decorations for the tree, watching children’s movies and arts and

Though every year there was a large turnout of small children Student Council

members were still eager to participate finding ways to make it fun.
“I basically planned as well as promoted,” said Gatalica. “Myself and Maya

Doghman went grocery shopping.”

Holiday Helpers has been around for several years and has become a tradition
at Central. :
B|oaits “The Holiday Helpers must have started five years ago. We did this as a way to

Storm said that Holiday Helpers was a good way for the members to do do something nice for the staff,” said Storm.

thing for the teachers or staft during the winter break. Central’s courtyard Storm said it was a great way for them to be able to shop for the holidays with

wed to be a great playground. their spouses or significant other and have time away from their kids.

As this year’s Student Council president, Gatalica helped organize and plan
peoming events with Storm. As senior officers, Maya Doghman and Adrian

longe took attendence and helped Gatalica set up the events.

Gatalica and Storm got together to plan and organize this activity, which

little to Student Council.

" idn't cost that much just peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, and games
It didn’t cost that much just | t butter and jelly sandwiches, and g
and movies the members brought from home,” Storm said.

The concept of the program is to offer teachers free babysitting that also costs

because he had shoes just like Matt. We just laughed.”

Storm said that one thing she wanted to teach the Student Council members

was the spirit of giving at Christmas or the holidays.
Giving without expecting in return.

Student wakes from coma, looks to recover after accident

BY KIM BUCKLEY

For junior Johnnesha Brown, it was an ordinary day
ning home from a trying day at school.

On Nov. 2 she walked off the bus and that ordinary day
has ¢ h'.mgcd in one instance,
She was hit by a car.
\l cording to police reports, Brown was getting off the bus
i0th and Binney when a car accidentally hit her. Initially

Brown was in a coma.
Principal Greg Emmel said the staft was really worried
nout Brown when they found out about the accident.
Aerobics teacher Meredith Kinman, who had Brown in
ne of her classes, said she heard about the accident when she
aw it on the news. The media did not release the name at that
me, but released the name that night.
“1 was scared for her,” she said. “I knew it was bad.”
Kinman immediately wanted to check up on her. She said
he called the hospital since the paper gave that information,
f ralked to administrator Lyn Slobodnik about what room
student was in.
Kinman's aerobic class also expressed concern over their
lissmate, Kinman said. Brown’s aerobics class spent an entire

period making her a big banner.

“They still ask about her,” she said.

Kinman said the main thing she was worried about in
the beginning was if Brown was even going to survive when
she heard about the accident, because reports said it was bad.
Kinman said when she first visited Brown she was still in a
coma.

“It was heartbreaking,” Kinman said.

She said it was very sad and difficult to see Brown with all
of the tubes and machines surrounding her.

Brown woke up from that coma a few days later on Nov.
6th. :
The head of the Guidance department, Cathy Andrus said
the parents of Brown talk with the family regularly, and many
members of the school have visited her several times.

Emmel said he remembered visiting Brown at Emanuel
Hospital on the physical rehab floor before Brown regained the
ability to speak. Emmel said one of the things he remembered
was Brown's mother telling him that she was praying that

Johnnesha would get her voice back.

To see and hear Johnnesha's mother with tears in her eyes,
Emmel said, you could see how important it was to her for her
daughter to speak and get better.

e ——— _—
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“Speaking was a very big step,” Emmel said.

The parents contacted the counseling department and
Emmel said it was clear that their daughter had to have long
therapy, and needed help. The school raised funds to help offset
the enormous medical bills.

Money raised from the Guidance department selling pizza
went to huvm}, clothes for Brown for the hospital and also for
rehab. National Honor Society held a penny drive to help with
the bills. A donation fund was started at American National
Bank and the school wrote a grant for financial help.

“I think as a school we have big hearts and care for one
another,” Andrus said.

She said she believes that the school wants to help people
who are dealing with a personal challenge, and everybody
should be proud as a part of it.

“I think they could see here was one of our students
involved in an accident, on the way from school, and it wasn’t
anybody’s fault, it was just a tragic accident,” Emmel said.

When the staff talked about fundraising, Emmel said Jen
Statsny immediately volunteered National Honor Society. The
staff talked about a couple of ideas of how they could help the
family.

“I think the students wanted to help one of their own, so

-
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they gave what they could,” Statsny said.

She said another reason why many students participated
in the penny drive was the competition, and a lot of students
know Brown and are friends with her.

“I think it raised their (National Honor Society members)
awareness that peope like themselves can find themselves in
need in a blink of an eye,” Statsny said.

The penny drive took place for a week and a half, during
the lunch periods, in the courtyard and cafeteria.

Statsny said the times National Honor Society ran the
drive was subject to the availability of the members. She said
this was because a lot of the members did not have a free lunch
period due to the amount of classes they were taking.

After rehab, one of the biggest challenges for Johnnesha
Brown will be her education. Andrus said the focus of Brown
is getting healthy, but the school’s staff will do everything in its
power to help her catch-up after rehab.

“My hope is that Johnnesha will continue to get better
and will be able to return to Central High School at some point
in time,” Emmel said.

Kinman said she was very happy for Brown when she
heard that she got out of the coma. She was also happy when
she heard that Brown is doing well now.
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Lack of abstinence lessons at fault for problem

Every year three quarters of a million girls get pregnant.

One fourth of people aged 15 to 24 contract a Sexually Transmitted Disease
(STD) each year.

Both could have been prevented with one simple action.

Abstinence.

Yes, abstinence.

That one little word human growth and development teachers seem to be scared
of teaching.

those numbers.

Studies have shown that teenagers who make vows to abstain until marriage that
they have a slightly better chance of not getting an STD or pregnant.

Those people also have less sexual partners than those who did not take such a
vow. This helps lesson the chance of getting an STD.

The studies have also shown that those who made abstinence vows delayed
sexual intercourse about a year and a half than non-pledgers. That one year can make

a big difference.

In Human Growth and Development classes the subject is barely
mentioned in the class.

The teachers throw abstinence in with the list of safe sex, but there
is no discussion about abstinence.

EDITORIAL

sssmsnann

The OPINION of
the Register staff

These abstinence vows have at least done more than just talking
about safe sex for teenagers. They need to be more stressed in Human
Growth and Development classes, and teachers are just not doing
that.

Protection is touched upon more than abstinence is, something that
should be remedied.

Human Growth and Development classes shouldn't be teaching that abstinence
is the only option for students, but the subject should be stressed more than it is.

The fact is, abstinence is the only thing that will keep students from getting
pregnant or a STD.

The fact it isn't stressed enough in public schools should be enough to cause
worry for some parents.

Douglas County has one of the highest rates of gonorrhea in the whole country.
Obviously teaching students safe sex is not enough anymore or else Douglas County
wouldn't have this problem.

Yes, there are teenagers that will continue to have sex and there are those that
will get an STD. However, teaching more about abstinence could significantly lower

Electronics less time managing more time wasting|

In a world where the Internet, cell phones, and even iPods would work correctly
and efficiently, that would be the good life. A balance between yin and yang.

That would be the day.

Well this is reality and time and time again has the Internet and even cell phones
make life a little harder for most. At one point technology was sent here to help with
time management now these gadgets only waste too much time.

The same tools that our age group are crossing through this new digital age are
the same ones that have us staring into LCD (liquid crystal displays) screens like little
kids staring into a candy shop, feeding on electronic waves.

Just like the Internet when this brilliant yet additive machinery was invented,
its creators probably didn't imagine so much endless mind-numbing Web sites that
would take over.

The whole purpose of the Internet is a main stream for information to expand
or enhance your knowledge. Or just to do research on why Siddhartha Gautama is
known has the “Enlighten One.” Whatever the case, but why research when you can
search for tonight’s NBA prep games or go to an online shoe store for the latest shoes
that haven't reached Omaha yet. Or even drown yourself with hundreds and hundreds
of YouTube videos. *

When the world is just one click away, it’s really easy to misplace your priorities.
The best way for not allowing yourself to be a prisoner of the Internet is to get more
self-control. Prioritize your time.

Not everybody is comfortable with taking abstinence vows,
and not everybody should take them. It is their own choice, but they
should know that they shouldn't rely on safe sex too much because it is not reliable.

Schools shouldn’t be forcing students to take those vows, however, just
reinforcing the concept of abstaining until marriage will benefit students who take
health classes.

If students were taught abstinence, there would be a lower rate of STD’s as well
as unwanted pregnancies.

Consequently there would be fewer abortions as well.

If students are having sex, they should do it safely, but the fact remains that
condemns can break. This isn’t about anything religious, but about the emotional
well-being and safety of these students.

Almost everybody in Nebraska knows that the state has an obscene rate of STD’s,

Sign out of Myspace when you are doing homework. Having your user open is
like putting every one of your classmates on speakerphone.

One conversation could lead to you finishing your homework at lunch.

Now a device that keeps breaking people are cell phones. Even though parents
might think that they are little more than a monthly bill. This simple product is really
productive.

Just like the Internet this also has media, music, and games. But once in a hand
of a teenager it is lethal. The biggest craze is text, text and text. Not only can you say
a whole conversatipn without talking to that person but it also comes

CARTOON BY KEVIN GIBBS/REGISTg ]

some of the highest numbers in the entire country. If schools and health
concentrated a little bit more on teaching abstinence in human growth, those
could be lowered.

Both the state and the country would benefit from increased talks in
promoting waiting until marriage to have sex.

Students as young in the fifth and sixth gradc are being taught ab
human body. If teachers can stress abstinence, think of how those student
influenced to abstain from sex in high school.

Teaching abstinence would be a way for students to live healthier lives and;
have to worry about pregnancy or a potential disease.

Teaching students more about abstinence could persuade them to at least
about delaying sex until they are mature enough to deal with the conseqm;
getting pregnant or an STD.

How to have safe sex is important, but teachers shouldn't forget to t
abstinence. Those classes are not giving students full information about all of
options, because the class mainly focuses on only a few of them.

Think of all of the money that could be saved just by teaching more b
abstinence in public schools.

The government' pays over a million dollars for teenaged "paréfitd and tha
money that could be saved if abstinence was promoted more.

For the safety of those teenagers, Human Growth and Development teach:
need to stress abstinence, not just safe sex.

For teenagers, maybe just hearing about abstinence will cause them to act
think before they engage in sex.

And that can make all the difference.

a_-—-u—'-:—-- ﬁ-—— P e e —- -“———-——- T —————r——

So much commotion comes up with cell phones and losing train of t
Either you're doing the ordinary task of talking or even downloading your fu
l'lngtonc&

Instead of finishing up that last project three days late. The technology has sorf
kind of trace that humans can't fight the good fight yet. It’s an on going battle

It’s like setting yourself up to fail.

In the business world it’s very crucial that power points, computers and &4
work correctly.

Stock brokers, CEO’s and Shareholder’s lives work around com

with it’s own language.
The worst part with texting your time is cut in half. In the first
five minutes you're doing your homework as planned, but then the

EDITORIAL

The OPINION of
the Register staff

and Internet. Shareholders need to know the share and balance of ¢
stock. Making sure the company doesn't regret the stock they purc
Wi thout these essential devices it would be like the Stock Mang

next minute everything is dropped and your thumb is gacing back and
fourth with exciting new details of the days events.

That's not even half of it. The Philippines alone sends on the average 400 million
text messages 4 day. When one person is getting five texts composed. That means five
more are rushing back with just has much speed.

It’s a never-ending cycle of messaging. So whenever a parent asks their child why
the phone bill is high and your child replies “ Idk my BFF Jill, or even Iqtms...idk
my BF Jordan.”

Houston we have a problem.

Crash of 1929. Resulting in the fatal Great Depression.
Chaos and havoc in the cities. Mothers and children crying in /8
middle of the streets. Making shelter out of old scraps and newspapers.
OK maybe it wont get that bad, but expect the unexpected.
Management with technology can be pursued, but it can't be fully maste
without the proper training.
Sooner or later there might be a time where technology won't be a luxury and®
right into your lap. One day you might have to go back to the Stone Age when nif
didn't know fire or the wheel. Only time will tell.

Strict laws cause criminal behavior

Dear Editor,

Parents just don't know that some teens misbehave because they don't have trust
and are not allowed to do anything. The law is the same way. If it gave us just a little
bit of freedom, we teens wouldn't have to sneak around to do things. That’s all we
need.

Michelle Hines (9)

Safe sex more useful than abstinence

Dear Editor,

I think that students should be thoroughly educated about safe sex with less of
an emphasis on abstinence, because whether or not a teenager will have sex is largely
a personal decision, and no amount of dated anti-sex propaganda they are given will
stop them if they make the decision to have sex. It is better for people to be educated
and practice safe sex than to spread diseases and get pregnant.

Elijah Skolfield (10)

Online info is automatic public record
Dear Editor,

If people publicly release information about themselves, they should know
that anyone can look at it. Therefore, you should know that you shouldn't post any
inappropriate information about yourself.

Matt Vondrasek (9)

Personal sites give an accurate view
Dear Editor,
I feel that it can be a good idea for facebook to be used as a background check

because sometimes you want to know how the person really is, not just how they
appear to be.

Megan Taylor (10)

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR WANTED

Abstinence sure cure for baby blues

Dear Editor,

There are a lot of girls pregnant this year, more than any other year. I think
abstinence is very important, and something all high school students should be doing,
They need to really think if their emotionally and economically ready to raise a child.
Most think they are, but living alone is harder than it seems. '

Elizabeth Vega (10)

...Ili[[NIIf'II

Focus on safe sex far more importan}

Dear Editor,

I think having a class focused on abstinence is a waste of time to me, I sec s¢
something that you're going to do if you want to. A teacher telling you about w
will hardly influence you. If teachers are going to talk about sex, they should tcl
how to be safe, instead of completely ignoring the possibility of students having s

Alexis Page (10)

Adult problems have like punishmenf§-
Dear Editor,

I believe if teens want the right to do whatever they want like adults then ™
should also get punished like adults when they get into trouble. In a lot of ¢
today, teens are taking it way out of hand and getting MIPs and walking away W'
nothing.

Kaylee Hamilton (10)

Old abstinence teachings don’t stick|j
Dear Editor, | -

I think that even if we teach more about abstinence it won't make a big differen
We are taught to stay abstinent until marriage from the age of nine or ten. As you
see, it didn't really help. If people want to have sex they are going to. There is nothi
you can do to stop it. All you can do is teach them how to protect themselves.

Haley Stoetzel (10)

Teens rights consistently stepped on GR

Dear Editor, ne

Teen rights are just as important as any adults’ or teachers’ rights. Teens arc t°iSt)
of being treated like children, we should be treated as young, growing adults. flot 1
Victory Davis (11) l ing

ey
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Phones while
driving not
just teenage
problem

Note to all teenage drivers in the
ire of Nebraska: lock up all cell phones
shen you get into your car and keep
Jem there.

The Nebraska legislature passed a

hill last April that bans teenagers from
iriving while using any election device
they are 18,
[he new law took effect on Jan. 1
+d Nebraska joined several other states
n making it illegal for teenagers to drive
ind use their cell phones,

\ll of us have heard about the
Lngers of driving while talking on the
phone or have heard stories about people
ng into a car crash because of a cell

e,

While it's about time Nebraska
bissed a law about banning the use of
«ll phones while driving, simply put, it
< an unfair law.

Some teenagers will doubtlessly
protest this law, as they should. This was
| cood law to pass, but should be ex-
panded to everybody in the state, not just

rivers under the age of 18.

It's unfair for the ban just to target

jcertain age group since there are people

Ul age groups that drive while using

1 electronic device. One can make the

o that 25 year olds are just as likely to
ralk or text on a cell as a 17 year old.

[n a study by Harris Interactive,
the results showed that almost three out

1 t tour adults talk on a cell phone or a

STER

ds-free device while driving. Com-
¢ that to only 61 percent of 16 and
vear olds who were found use their
!l phone while driving in a survey con-
ted by “Seventeen” magazine and the
werican Automobile Association.

icher

chog Adults are just as likely to talk on

ir cell phone while driving as teen-

1t thillioers, yet there are no laws in Nebraska

cht bk« hidding anyone over the age of 18 the
e of a cell phone while driving.

d no It’s like an adult telling a 15 or 16

.ir old not to wear red because of their
thin@: - while the adult making the decision

|EES off: {ressed up in a red shirt.
Because adults are not included in
teacel o ban, teenagers have more incentive to

of th@.1ore the ban. They see adults drive to
work while
talking on
a cell phone

abo EQITORIAL
The OPINION of

ha £ _ '
‘1 the Register staff and! - they
wonder why

che they are not

Jlowed to. The ban would have more
all@ r-dibility if it included adults,
While teenagers are more likely to
ot into an accident, when it comes down
cell phones it is not experience that
narters the most. It is the conversation
Lt provides the distraction.
While teenagers make up about 40
wreent of car crashes due to cell phone
it, the other age groups make up the

ught@:imaining percent. Once again teenag-
orit@rs are being unfairly punished because
{ their age. All drivers using their cell
som@bhones can be dangerous to the other
Irvers, period, not just teenagers.
There are five states in the country
file@ht have banned all drivers from us-
1z cell phones while driving, and other
utergtites should follow their example if they
F thalkhoose to implement a cell phone ban.
asedl\\hile the cell phone ban in Nebraska
arke@nav lower the number of accidents teen-
Lzers are in, it will not solve the overall
n thalbroblem of cell phone use while driving.

While the ban has the potential to
ave thousands of lives a year, think of all
teredhe other lives that can be saved by ex-
pinding the bill to include all drivers. To

[= 9
-

nake a truly significant impact in low-
' the rate of car crashes due to cell
¢ use, adults need to be included in

e law,

It would be very easy to make a
wvision in the law that would include
tervone over the age of 18 in the ban.
\ll the Nebraska legislature would have
n i o is
While the law has good intentions
ind will help keep drivers as safe as pos-
ex :@ible, this law specifically targets teenag-
itingrs. The legislature should take another
1l uok at this law and amend it so anybody
sex it drives follows thessame rules.

After all, an adult is just as like to
it into a crash because of cellphone

For the safety of everybody, the Ne-
raska legislature should create a new bill
inning any cell phone use by all driv-

K New legislature bill could
ur“estrict teens on whether or

Ot they will be able to do such
hings as talk on the phone as
hey drive.
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Crowds cut down by administration

For some, there is no better place than a Central basketball game.
The school unites to celebrate an age-old tradition of elite basketball.
Students come together as one to support one of the best high school

teams in Nebraska. There is no better example of school spirit.
Central’s student section is one of the best in the state. Students
make up one of the largest and most passionate sections

“Our student section got really angry at all the bad calls the
refs were making. We started cussing and saying a lot of bad stuff,”
Chonis remarked.

The administrators decided to step in. Teachers yelled repeatedly
at the students to knock it off. Central students were not at their
finest.

But the outbursts continued. The students’ rage

possible. So passionate, that sometimes certain students

now was directed more towards the administrators

may get carried away and use profanity.
This, of course, is unacceptable, and absolutely cannot
be tolerated.

EDITORIAL
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at the game than at the basketball court. Teachers
threatened to kick anyone out who continued to
retaliate.

It began at the Central-Creighton Prep game on
January 5" Prep, being one of Central’s fiercest rivals
(along with having an extremely lively student section), tends to bring
out the competitive drives in Central fans, With sloppy play and fouls
abound, Central fans felt frustrated with their team’s play and the
referees’ calls. This frustration lead to frequent outbursts of profanity
and inappropriateness.

» Nathan Chonis, a sophomére at Central, is an uvid baskerball fun
and attended the Prep game.

“It didn't feel like you were at a basketball game,”
Chonis goes on to say. “It wasnt much fun.” The
teachers’ close watch on the students’ words continued onto the next
game. During a climatic point in the game, Central’s section began to
chant “O-P-§! O-P-8!"

This chant is used as a way for Central fans to convey their
passion for their district, which some students like to express when

Central plays opponents that do not belong in the Omaha Public”

Schools District. At this point, an administrator angrily ran over and

demanded the cheer be stopped.

The fact that chanting “O-P-§"is viewed like chanting expletives
is ridiculous. Ever since Central students wore “I heart OPS” shirts
to a basketball game against Millard North in 2005, when OPS was
beginning the plan to annex other districts and create one overall
school district, the game was called a “political rally” by news stations
covering the game. Administrators are trying to make sure that it
doesn’t happen again. .

Students have freedom of speech and are allowed to show pride
for their school and their district. There is a certain point where
teachers must cease trying to control student cheers.

“I guess the teachers expect more because were Central students,
but I'm really angry that theyre trying to stop us from doing stuff,”
Chonis said.

Cursing at basketball games is not acceprable.

Teachers need to be on top of things like that because sometimes
students’ emotions can get out of hand.

But the fact of the matter is that a line must be drawn where

"tedchers ¢in détermine whether or ot students can say something.

Profanity and district pride are two completely different things.

New grading policy unfair to student body

60%

60%

| There is a new grading policy schools are showing inter-
est in that may not be fair to their student body. In efforts to
keep all kids on the same track and to eliminate some of the
negative aspects of grading, schools are resorting to dimin-
ishing zeros in their scoring policy.

The student who sits in the back of a regular class, asleep
while the teacher lectures, may appreciate this new idea. This
means they can' fail.

And even if they fail, or rather don't feel the need to
hand in their assignments, the lowest grade they can get is a
D, or a 60 percent.

The student in the front of the honors or AP class with
their hand raised, pencil poised

and ready to write, listening
| intently certainly would not ap-
preciate this. Despite their hard

EDITORIAL
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efforts, they get no benefit in the Register staff

this new grading policy, but the
ones who don't do anything get
an easier ride.

One can see the frustration from both sides. Except for
the student of course who wants to guarantee they will pass,
yet not do the work.

Why a school would even consider this option is pain-
fully unclear, By creating a easy way out for students, the
district is defeating the purpose of school. If the student
knows they can goof oft and still pass the class, how are they
supposed to be motivated to learn?
| Even though the program is supposed to help all stu-
[ dents by eliminating harmful or negative aspects of school

and ensuring a fair chance for every student to succeed, all
‘ it is really doing is giving an easy way out for the students
who don't care.

e

CARTOONS BY AI\ETA HODGE

Nebraska public education: Unsatistactory

A recent study conducted by the Education Research Center
shows the downside to attending an Omaha Public Schools, or any
school in Nebraska. The Education Research Center released “report
cards” for overall education quality in the United States. Nebraska
didn't do so well.

The overall score for the state of Nebraska's education system is a
D+ for K-12" grades. This fact is extremely embarrassing for Omaha
Public Schools especially after an embarrassing national spotlight
over legislative bill 1024.

The report looked over six categories and Nebraska

The measures of our educational shortcomings are bad indeed;
most 4th and 8th graders are not proficient in either reading or
mathematics. Only about two-thirds of all 9th graders graduate
from high school within four years. And those students who do
receive diplomas are too often unprepared for college or the modern

The conclusion of this report card is obvious; the states
individually need to do a far better job of monitoring and delivering
quality schooling. And that goes back to paying teachers better,
updating our physical education programs, and studying harder in our
math classes.

workplace.
And as if this news could get any worse, we find
out that Nebraska ranks number thirty-fifth in state

physical education programs. This study concluded
that Nebraska's education
program needs some major updating.

ph_\'hic;il

was rated number forty-seven in State education.
Some categories for the report included Academic
Achievement, Rigor of Standards, and Flexibility in
Policy.
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“And even on top of that, there
18 c_\'pccrcd to be a thrt.lgu of over

two million teachers by the year 2010.

And although the overall finding is that state
education is slipping, many states are doing an excellent
job of educating K-12" graders. Nebraska was among the bottom
ten of states who needed to pick up the pace. The bottom five
includes Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, California and Nevada.
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Vermont, and New
Jersey made the top five on the United States Chamber of Commerce's
list of state education.

Although Nebraska scored a D+ on the national level, the Omaha
Public School’s District received a D-.  Academic achievement in
studies such as math and science in the OPS district were lower than

the state average.

This fact cannot mean gm:d news for
this education slump that the nation

is already going through. That means the student to |
teacher ratio will be almost thirty-to-one.

On January 9", the Nebraska State Legislature
met on a bill introduced to raise teacher salaries. The
issue is that State Lawmakers are concerned that
teachers will leave Nebraska to find better-paying
jobs in other school districts, This is a serious problem
considering that in the next ten years over two million
new teachers will be needed due to teacher retirement

in the state of Nebraska.

" ILLUSTRATION BY AL| HODGE/REGISTER



“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the
people to peaceably assemble, and to petition the government

for a redress of grievances.”

First Amendment of the United States, ratified Dec. 15,1791
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Political
workings seen

first-hand
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POLITICALLY INCORREC]
A colunm by Peter Bock

As | entered the Merrill Middle School
in Des Moines, lowa, home of precinct 71
of the lowa Caucus, | could feel an intense
buzz as | stepped into the school.

Camera crews, ranging from local news
stations to CNN to a crew with a reporter
reporting a story in Japanese, hovered
around the school eager to extract any
possible information.

People scurried around, rushing to their
precinets, excited to be part of something so
important. It was the lowa Caucus.

The lowa Caucuses are the first of
many electoral events held in which voters
get an up close and personal view of the
presidential candidates. The caucuses overall
are a prelude to the upcoming elections in
November 2008.

But the Iowa Caucus is arguably
the most important. With a win in lowa,
a presidential catapult
themselves to the front of the race, gaining

candidate can

momentum to pull off wins in other caucuses
down the road. Along with the win comes
increased media attention and popularity.
‘This increased responsibility given to the
Towa Caucuses captivated my interest.
When my Aunt invited us over to her house
[ in Des Moines to join her in the process, our
family jumped at the opportunity.

Because we were from Omaha, we
could not directly participate in the caucus.
We received a name tag with the title
“observer” and were told to move to the
corner of the gym when the caucus began.
The Democratic caucus is run differently
from the Republican caucus. The Democrats’
caucus features a more dynamic style, which
includes people moving around and settling
into groups, whereas the Republicans sit
down and take a well-organized vote.

There were multiple sections in the
gym, one for Barack Obama, John Edwards,
Hilary Clinton, Bill Richardson, among
others. People excitedly sat down and
impatiently waited for an address from the
caucus leader.

The observers sat in the corner of the
gym, some warching intently while others
lingered idly. “This is a first hand account
of democracy in action,” my dad said, and 1
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shrugged, uninterested.

At first the caucus was extremely boring,
especially before the man addressed the
crowd, but when the counting began, things
started getting interesting. For the candidate
to be “viable”, or seriously considered as a
candidate in the caucus, they needed 15% of
the total votes.

Joe Biden was the first to be inviable,
and his voters were forced to join another
candidates group.

The disappointment  on  Biden's
supporter’s faces was extremely apparent,
but it was accompanied by anxiety, as
the abandoned voters looked for another
candidate to choose.

"This process continued until only three

Central Journalism
@ops.org
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124 N. 20th 5t.
Omaha, NE 68102

MAIL were left: Hilary Clinton, Barack Obama,
402.557.3357 2 S i

PHONE and John Edwards. A final count was held,
402.557.3339 and Obama was determined the winner. As
FAX

we left the school at the end of the caucus, |
fully understood the meaning of the caucus.
It was more than the publicity, the camera
crews, and the media.

Everyone had their own opinion, and
was showing it that night. It was truly
democracy in action.

L.ong arm

Getting teachers mad, teens’ new pastime |t

YouTube has become a phenomenon all over the world.
What are now famous musicians have become famous because
of it. But these videos posted on the web for all

CARTOON BY ANITA HODGE/REGISTER

have shown. So in many cases these videos can help discard a
teacher that is not cut out for the job.
On the other hand students’ cell phones,

to see can also have the opposite effect. One can
become infamous for what they do or say on a
video.

Teacherbating has become a new trend in web
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cameras and recording devices aren't even
supposed to be turned on during school hours.

Of course it’'s wrong to intentionally make
their teachers upset.

videos. Students in class intentionally rile up their
teachers, either by making constant jokes or something of equal
annoyance, and then post them on websites such as YouTube.
When the words ‘mad teacher’ were searched in YouTube, 110
results came up. When the words ‘mad teacher videos™ were
searched in Google, more than 1,450,000 items came up in
31 seconds.

While these videos can be thoroughly entertaining, is it
right?

Some teachers can get very out of control, as the videos

But shouldn't there be a line drawn of
how excessively the teachers react? They should know how to
control themselves and call for security. Where should the line
be drawn? '

Some people say yelling is verbal abuse. Is it really? Or is it
when teachers start yelling profanities? Is it when they destroy
your personal belongings?

In one video on You'Tube titled, “Angry Mobile Teacher”,
shows a college professor losing his temper after a student’s cell
phone rang three times.

Jurisdiction
good for

school saftey|
Pro

A disagreement between students can result in fighting .}
unruly behavior, but if they save the actions to take place ours;
of school walls, is it really any less of a problem?

If any crime occurs outside of school property, iznor
it due to location does no good. If people pass drugs
the halls of school they get in trouble with both the school »
police, but on the city streets, should the school system lus
jurisdiction?

Overall it serves multiple causes. By carrying punishme
over to the school district it not only keeps law abiding ol
cents safe, but also keeps from serving a negative lesson

If teens only get caught by school while on school
it teaches the lesson to stick to the streets instead of in sk
seeing as the punishment is greatly reduced based on you
tion.

If you get caught in school, you
get both municipal and school dis-
trict sanctions, whereas if the crime
takes place on the street, you've only
really got the Omaha Police De-
partment to worry about. Only an
idiot would stick around for school,
which probably would increase the number of students skipp:
school.

A recent example of schools trying to extend their res.!
yond school walls was when a teen in a Ralston area high s
was recently threatened through a voice mail message, and
social networking website.

The school staff had its hands tied, because the incident o}
curred outside of school, they could not suspend the studen
take any other serious action because they didn't have the authe

ity.
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This simply makes the point, that while many worry uf
much punishment for a crime is just unfair to the studen.)
also must account for the students they are forced into confl
with. '

In all likelihood, the Ralston High teen isn't going 1 1
very secure at school, knowing that the threatening studen:
be removed from her classes. Also, if students commit mu ier
a serious drug crime, why on earth would letting themn back i
the school be a good idea? |

If you want safety, and for OPS to cover all its bases in 4
unsafe situation, then jurisdiction outside of school propert |
only sure cure for the big problem.

The professor gets up, grabs the student’s cell phone 4
smashes it out of pure frustration. i
Maybe he was just having a bad day. “
But could that even be an excuse that would hold up u

Mlahr

legal case? §vas t
Probably not. ! d sti
There are so many factors to consider when decid f my
whether or not this is right or wrong. 5' urse
Obviously, intentionally provoking the teachers ¢ ich
absolutely uncalled for and against the rules. )é makh
But what if it wasn't? ¥ aro
What if the students just happened to be in the classroc ' L ste
with a camera and or cell to record the instructor that start Wrld

going ballistic?
Would that suffice as evidence? Or would students "g
punished for having their electronics out during school hourtj

ar
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The Omaha Central High
School
inform its readers accurately

Register seeks to
as to items of interest and
importance.

The staff strives to uphold
the principles of journalism in
all its proceedings.

The Register is a member
of the National Scholastic
Press Association (NSPA),
the Nebraska High School
Press Association (NHSPA),
the Journalism Education
Association (JEA), Quill and

Scroll and the Cul_umbia
Scholastic Press Association
(CSPA).

The Register is a 11-time
Best-in-Show winner for large
newspapers at the JEA/NSPA
national conventions in San
Francisco, Boston,
Dallas, Washington,
Seattle and Chicago.

The Register staff is also

Phoenix,
BC

responsible for the publication
of the EDGE feature magazine,
which has also won a first
place Best-in-Show award for
specialty publications.

The Register has won
multiple NSPA Pacemakers.
The Pacemaker is

considered the Pulitzer Prize
of high school journalism.

It has many
Cornhusker from
NHSPA.

It has been awarded Gold
and Silver Crowns from CSPA
for its overall work.

Unsigned
the opinion of the Register

also won
awards

editorials are
staff and do not necessarily
represent the opinion of
Central High School or its
faculty.

Signed editorials are the
opinion of the author alone,
and do
represent

not
the

necessarily
opinion of

Central High School or the

Register staff.

Letters to the editor are
encouraged.

They can be sent to the

Register at 124 N. 20th St,,
Omaha, NE 68102 or via e-
mail to Central.Journalism@
ops.org,
include the
author’s full name and grade.
The use of pen names is not
permitted. Unsigned letters
will not be printed. Letters
will be edited for length,
clarity, taste and accuracy.

Misrepresentation of
fact will not be considered.
Advertising information is
available by calling (402) 557-
3357.

If there is no one available,
please leave a message. A staff
member will call you back as
soon as possible.

Letters must
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“Parents just don’t know that some
teens misbehave because they don't have
trust and are not allowed to do anything.
The law is the same way. If it gave us justa |
little bit of freedom, we teens wouldn't have
to sneak around to do things. That's all we
need.”

Michelle Hines (9)

can't.

it.

school.

CARTOON BY ANITA HODGE!HEGISTEFI

One issue is the drug trade, which carries a
‘double consequence’ when done in school. When
done outside of school, it has nothing to do with school
proceedings.

Proponents of widened jurisdictions say that this ‘double consequence’ in
school only encourage drug deals outside of school.

]fjul’lhdl{,tl()l‘lb were widened, dl] drug deals bLt'ween students would carry
these Lorﬁ?qﬂﬁ'fécs

Dealing drugs in school would carry the same consequence as it would outside
of school.

Wouldn't that just promote the drug trade at school? Allowing a school system
to take action would only complicate the matter. )

Allowing a school system to possess complete control over their students
would not be ethical.

Widening a school system’s jurisdiction would be a breach of students’ rights
as citizens. It would take away the students already limited freedom.

Their power would contradict the rights to privacy the students have by law.

Also, this power held by school officials would inevitably be abused, allowing
school officials to delve into students’ personal information.

The control of this public jurisdiction should only be held by law enforcement
and other outside agencies.

Schools have enough to handle within their education system.

Their counselors and administrators are already overburdened with troubled
students. It seems too much to reach out into matters not happening within the

Schools should
butt out when it

comes to crime
Con

A school’s mission is not to police students outside of school grounds. A school
should serve as a safe place to get an education.

Education, socialization, and discipline are the responsibility of a school, not
to encroach upon students’ daily lives.

The subject of widening school systems’ jurisdictions is now suggested often,
Supporters of these changes think school intervention could solve some rare
problems.

One issuc is that of harassment over the Internet, or “cyber bullying.” Whether
bullying or harassment occurs inside or outside of a school, help can be sought.

Students can speak to guidance counselor or call an anonymous hot line if their
problem needs attention.

These useful sources can help the student take action—even if the school

In most cases, with the current jurisdiction “limits,” the school can take action.
If a conflict continues between two students, the school can discipline the bullies.

Other matters occurring outside school boundaries should be dealt with by
outside authorities.

If it is a police matter, let the justice system handle

EDITORIAL
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; Allowing schools to have more power than they already do would cause
A0 & ".2."] problems for students and the already complicated school administrations.

rip around the world shows big life experiences

“I just don't want to die without a few scars,” wrote Chuck

[dlahniuk in his book The Fight Club. When 1 first read it, of course,

was thinking about the character as blood leaked through his lips
1id stitches hung broken on the inside of his cheek. I didn't read it
r myself. But after this Christmas, I realized that I agree. To protect
burself against scars your entire life would be to live fairly dull,

hich is what I had done before in Omaha. I had lived thinking in
Jmaha, making friends just in Omaha, making a life in Omaha and
I around living within the bubble that was for right now my home.
ostep outside the bubble and stand open and vulnerable before the
orld is amazing, but also opening yourself up to scars if you will.

ars that would not leave a mark on your skin, but rather on your
nscience. Getting hurt. Not overcoming a language barrier. Relying
1ly on yourself and failing. Getting lost. Missing home. All in the
ame of living. Was it worth it? Did I want to die with scars if scars
icant putting myself in a situation that could potentially turn out
mibly? Absolutely.

This is what [ realized as I was standing on a rocky path in a
rest in the middle of Harajuku, Tokyo pressed up against hundreds
Tother festively dressed Japanese people.

All my life I have been interested in Asian culture. For the last
*0 years as | have been studying the Japanese
lizuage, my interest in Japan has, needless to say,
turished along side my conversational and writing
ills. This Christmas I received the opportunity
it was completely awe-inspiring; the chance to
"¢ in Ookayama, Tokyo with close friends for
ree weeks. But that also meant flying across the
orld by myself for the first time on a foreign

thine, navigating Tokyo a little bit on my own and  REBIRTH

the people had for one another. Smile. Bow. Hand you objects with
two hands rather than one. Bow. Smile. Domo arigato gozaimasu.
When [ say the experience was otherworldly for me it is com-
pletely an understatement. The truth is that there is not a word in the
English dictionary to describe what the time spent in Japan meant
to me. | drank, ate, even breathed in every detail of this stereotypical,
yet oddly mysterious way of life. I learned that I was a much more
mdupr:ndcm person when it was needed of me, which gives me great
comfort as | can see college on my horizon. I also cherished the time
spent with my incredibly kind, rare friends and enjoyed meeting new
ones. But above all, I realized the importance of culture in our world;
which brings me back to why I was standing in a forest with a whole
bunch of strangers.
For one, Tokyo is immensley crowded. And by this time of
my trip I was so used to being touched by people I didn't know
that someone could have put their arm around me and T would
have hardly noticed. We all were on our way to the Togo shrine,
one of the largest and most famous Shinto shrines in Tokyo,
located in the teenage shopping capital of the world, Harajuku. Tt
was two days after the year 2008 had begun and in true Japanese
tradition, we were going to welcome the new year and cast our
wishes for what we would like to come in the
following twelve months. There was a long walk
through a neat forest to get to the shrine. The
walk would not have taken so long if we had not
been stopped by the massive crowd of people
toward the end waiting to do exactly the same
thing we were going to do. And there we waited.
“Are you cold?” Asked the friend who I was
accompanying, Shinji-san. I replied with a smile

A column

orking with a language, money, and people that |

ftw nothing about. Potential scars.

I arrived to a dark, rainy version of Japan shortly after landing
m a thirteen hour flight. Even just the arrival to Japan was amaz-

'3, as was every minute there after. It was the shock of the drastic
ifamiliar,

Lights. City.

The smells of foreign food wafting from ramen shops.
Konban-wa, hijamimashite.

|..|rgc, impressive advertisements.

An incredible amount of people.

Gomennasei. Watashi-wa Nehongo-o hanashimasen,

The house in which I stayed was magnificent and just watching

tm, the family that is, in their own environment was enough for

' The local grocery store became one of my favorite places to go. |
itched in awe at the genuine respect and kindness ninety percent of

It Hodge

and a ‘no.’ Japan had not been cold the entire
time | had been there. And even if it had been, it
would have been nothing compared to the harsh winds and snow
that swept across the mid western plain. Shinji-san was the hus-
band of the woman who had been so kind as to teach me Japanese
for the short while that she was my neighbor in Omaha. She and
her son, Hibiki-chan were not with us that evening being as a four
year old probably could not handle standing in a crowd like we
did for what turned out to be nearly two hours. This family was a
strong reason | was so eager to get to Japan as they are some of the
most kind-hearted and loving people T know.

‘The Togo temple after we arrived was a sight that will be
forever burned into my memory; it was so incredibly beautiful. As
dusk drew near, so did we to the large pagoda style shrine in the
heart of the woods. Walking underneath its large golden decorated
entrantes were foreigners from all over the world, whole families,

men with their arms around their girlfriends, many of which was
dressed beautifully in a traditional kimono in celebration of the new
year. I felt so different from these people who had a blood connection
to this tradition, yet I can’t say that I would have it any other way.
Now that I'm home, ] luok back on the scars. The fear of being
on my own sometimes in a foreign city still makes my heart race. The
language barrier I hardly penetrated still brings that feeling of hope-
less rise in the pit of my stomach. But also the sight of Pokemon or
stories of Japan on the news bring back an overpowering joyous feel-
ing. Who knew that living openly and allowing myself to become so
close to a family half way across the world would bring with it such a
feeling of f.lmzlmrlr\ and a connection that will last a lifetime. Those
are the scars 1 (_h(..I'IS}'L Those are the scars | don't want to die without.

PHOTO BY ALI HODGE/REGISTER
People take their time as they shop in Ookayama, Tokyo.

Being
different
proves

desirable

trait

INNONENCES

A column by Wynter Davis

I find it very funny when people
label me. It’s almost cute actually. Yes I
know that I am not your typical quote-
un-quote black girl. I would rather rock
a pair of Vans than the newest Jordan's
any day. Or wear skinny jeans with flats
that match my purse. I'm always out of
the ordinary.

It’s what fits me and if you would
ask me why I dress, act, or even talk
the way I do. I couldn' give you a good
explanation only that it's me.

My cousin told me one day that
someone was making a comment about
me and the person they were talking to
said oh... the black white girl. I didn't
know that I was a brand now. If that’s
what pcoplc want to call me, whatever
floats their .boat, it's kind of amusing
really. Because what is black or white?
Life is what you make it.

I can't help that I act different. I
would rather be a rose in a concrete rather
than a rose in a garden where everything,
looks similar and has the same fragrance.;
A rose coming from concrete has strain;'
it's eccentric and has essence. It comes
with a story. Okay, fair enough. _

I don’t have a mean bone in me.
While I have a bit of a temper you
wouldn't know that because 1 smile all
the time in the hallway. I talk to anyone
that what'’s to listen and have a variety
of friends.

I talk to everyone even if stereo
typically they are from a different group.

To each is own.

Like when I am in my different
activities Volleyball, Pom Squad and
Student Council. There’s a mix up of
diverse characters.

I'm like a chameleon I can adapt to
any environment that time need be. But
still have the same morals.

[ fit in anywhere that’s the one thing
that I can't help to understand.

That I can get along with a lot of
people. Even with our differences and
issues. We find something in common or
comparable,

One thing that I can say I am really
different when it comes to music choice.
I have a wide choice of music.

On my iTunes the sky is the limit.
I will listen to anything that as a good
melody and lyrics. I like people that
think outside the box and look at music
as a canvas rather than a label.

I am not ashamed to admit that
I like Amy Winchouse, Nora Jones,
Corrine Bailey Rae and even Gym Class
Heroes.

When it's my best friend Ashley
and I in the car I can relate to some of
the rock songs that come on the radio.
Or that I love Avril Lavigne way before
her single Girifriend.

With music you can call it what vou
want. Don't get me wrong I still listen to
R&B music that’s my favorite genre.

I love everything from Beyonce™
Chris Brown, Alicia Keys, Ne-Yo and
Trey Songz. [ would have to say that my
all time favorite rapper hands down is
Kanye West. He is pure genius.

Everything he spits has depth. He
would look at a glass half full rather
than haft empty. Whenever he raps 1
actually listen to what he says. It's poetry
transformed into a song.

He is not your average rapper, as you
would already know that. He reminds
me of myself.

He doesn't wear baggy pants or
jerseys like the next rapper in line would.
More like sweaters, polos and Louis
Vuitton book bags. Pink for him is the
new black.

His music has a different feeling in
each song. He doesn't stay stuck on one
sound. He goes from hip-hop, punk rock,
to techno and back to classical.

Ifit’s one person that would connect
with me it's him. “Everything I'm not
made me everything I am,” said best by
Kanye West.

I find that very interesting. I am not
a t}'pic;il girl, I relate to everyone.
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Westroads
tragedy hurts

more due to
close proximity

MY VIEW OF THE 8
Acolwmn by Miuchelle Rie

ger

Nine dead. That's what the headline of the TV read. Nine
people are dead. Well, actually it’s eight people if you don't
count the person who caused this tragedy. | keep saying to
myself over and over. I still can't wrap my head around it.

I shop at Westroad’s Mall at least three times a
month. I'd go there with my best girlfriends and we'd have a
blast shupping. cating, and boy scouting. Not even once did it
cross my mind that I could have been shot.

I was sitting in 9th hour waiting for the final bell to
ring,’]h my right is a usually very reserved, quicet girl opening
her cell phone to check her new text messages. Then she
startles everyone by yelling “Oh my Gosh!"'The class looked at
her with shock. As she realized how loud she had yelled she
looked at her phone again and told the students around her,
including me, that there had been a shooting at Westroad'’s
Mall.

For some reason, at first it'didn’t seem like that big of
a deal. I figured no one got hurt and it was just some stupid
guy trying to scare people. I really didn't think it would be this
serious.

I walked downstairs into the journalism room. On the
overhead screen was live streaming video of the horrific scene
outside Westroad's. I thought to myself, “Wow this must be
pretty serious.” I still thought that the whole mess would be
over by the time I got off work at 7:30.

As I hopped into the passenger seat of my mom's
car, | heard the announcer on the radio discussing the
shooting massacre. He said that the police were saying to
stay away from the Westroad’s Mall area. Then it sank in
even more. This is really dangerous. I arrived home, grabbed a
snack and turned on the TV. 1 had already forgotten about the
massacre. On the TV was more breaking news coverage about
the shooting. This time I learned it was fatal. Two people were
confirmed dead.

I drove to work knowing that this is what everyone
would be ralking about. Customer’s coming through my
checkout line kept spewing out new information that they had
heard on the news. Everyone's stories kept changing. Someone
said now there were 14 people confirmed dead. Someone else
said there were nine confirmed dead.

As I was ringing up an elderly lady’s groceries, she
looked at me with a frustrated look on her face.

“I'm just trying to figure out what’s wrong with
people these days”, she sighed. “ All you young people and
your video games...."

Now I had a frustrated look on my face. How could
she categorize all “young people” by one person. No, I do not
play video games. And if I did it would not cause me to go
and shoot a whole bunch of random people, or anyone at that.

The rest of the week went by and all of the front
page stories of the Omaha World Herald were about the
shooting. The talk of each and everyone of my classes was
about the massacre. A few of my classmates worked at the
mall. Some were talking about quitting.

We cannot let him to this to us. If we let anything
that scares us get in the way of our daily life, where would we
be?

Nowhere.

We are stripping ourselves of opportunities because
of one guy. One coward who was so selfish and thoughtless.

My dad announced that our family would be going
to go to Westroads to eat lunch and support the merchants.

[ was so scared. I felt like I was going to walk back into a
nightmare. I didn't want to go. I didn’t want to risk it.

We walked into Dick’s Sporting Goods, opposite
Von Maur. There was a surprising amount of people there.
Some of them looked very wary of what was going on around
them, just like I was. Others looked like they had no idea of
the horrible massacre that had just happened days before. 1
was able to walk past Von Maur.

I couldn’t believe this was the site of the chaos only 96
hours ago. It was so surreal.

In the food court I saw at least 3 security guards
keeping close watch over the hungry shoppers and passers-by.
I enjoyed the meal with my family, | even almost forgot that
this very mall was a crime scene days earlier. That is until the
12-foot Christmas tree in the middle of the food court caught
my attention. It was covered with paper cut-out snowflakese
As my family and I got up to throw our trash away, we took a
closer look at the unique ornaments.

There were tiny, plastic snowflakes that had the victims’
picture indide. Other paper snowflakes had messages of
sympathy written on them. Things like “You're in our thoughts
and prayers” and “You are remembered”. Others had bible
scripture on them.

Other shoppers began to gather around the tree
and read the inspiring messages. At this time [ felt a sense
of peace. It was like the citizens of Omaha were uniting and
empathizing with each other. There had never been anything
this big before and now we knew what it was like. No doubt
9/11 was tragic. It was devastating, but we couldn't fully
empathize with New Yorkers becausc it's so far away. The
Columbine shooting was devastating as well, but once again
we couldn't fully empathize.

Now we knew what it was like.

We knew what it was like for it to happen to us.

Like I said before, we can't let this change us. If we do
then he won. It would be exactly what he wanted.

And why would we give him that?

It is only common sense that students expect to be
treated fairly under any circumstances, including those where
they are not to blame for doing s :

Unfortunately students arc not treated fairly by
schools and their administrations. School administr:
are constantly treating students like criminals if they are
suspected for doing something wrong until they can prove
without a doubt that they have done nothing wrong.

The Bill of Rights guarantees the citizens of the United
States due process of law. Plainly speaking, citizens have the
right to be scen as innocent until they are
proven guilty for a crime. Jurors are instructed
before hearing a case that they should only cas
a vote for guilty if, and only if, the prosecution
can prove without a doubt that the per

»mething wrong.

on is
guilty.

Unfortunately, some schools seem to think that this
right does not apply to students. It is ironic that schools take
such a different approach from the law.

Those schools see an incident such as a fight and
of whether
one or more of the people concerned are innocent from any
wrongdoing, ’

For instance, let's

punish anyone who participated in it, regard|

ay a student brings drugs to school
s it in the locker of a friend.
If the drugs were found in the locker, the student whose

and s
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‘\'J[)um

locker they were

found in would

be suspended even if the
person didn't even know abisu

substance in the first place. |

person who brought the drugs an

punished.

It is understandable that the administrations of schools
across the country want to take immediate action so fi chting
incidents won't occur as much, but they should slow down
and examine what happened and talk with
people who witnessed the incident.

They shouldn't suspend people for a few
day
out.

and hope that the situation will work itself

That is naive thinking as well as unrealistic,

[tis the kind of thinking that has the potential to make a bad
situation even worse. 4

Even ﬂ'ml_lgh administrations suspend students so 1]1-\‘I\'
can evaluate the situation and make sure the proper action is
taken, it is still unfair for innocent people to have a suspension
on their permanent record, something thar can aftecr their
future.

While the right of due process is not mentioned in the
Constitution, the li'n_utdill:_f fathers thought it was important
enough to include in the Bill of Rights.

‘.\'Jnl.!l‘;]
fj,,},—:
it

oo Ameri
houldn't be overlooked |
administrations need to take a closer look at'such
} 1d decide on a case-t
Ii" two students were in a fight on school groundstand
both participate, then it is right for both students to b
suspended. :
However, if one student fought and the other just took
the beating, if is untair for the person who took the beating
to be punished. i
‘There is a big difference in the two situations, and
administrations need to ralk with students who witnessed
the
before deciding on a punishment for cither

rht and allow both students to provide an explanation
student.
Administrations need to come up with a better wa}’ o
decide if a person is innocent or guilty without having 1o
suspend a student beforehand. :
For instance, they can call in the student or student
involved in any incidents and take the rest of the day to come
to a decision and give the proper punishment. This will not fix
all of the problems in the
Whart will it take

they cannot

ystem, but it is a start.
or administrations to finally sce tha
Schools should abide by that age-old proverb “innocen!

until proven guilty.”

Recent tragedy desensitizes Omaha

When the words of a shooting at the Westroads Mall
came into play Wednesday afternoon. Students got a hundred
text message throughout the building,

Some believed while others laughed and thought it was a
practical joke. A lot of the response were brief “Oh really,” or
“What, are you serious!” No one ever thought or even imagined
that nine people that day lost their lives.

Now Omaha is ranked number one for mall massacge. A
massacre, meaning slaughter and mass murder.

Until people physically watched the News, no one thought
twice about the shooting. It’s not that everyone is heartless and
cold. Only it's not like shootings don't matter in
everyday life. It's predictable. Sad but true.

It doesn't matter what the situation is the jailbird always ends
up with the same fate. - ‘

Either their behind bars for life or their on death role for
another five to ten years. Because their lawyers can get so many
appeals before their time is up.

‘There is no pretty side to death and there never will be.

What is _tii:itrcssiﬂg not a lot of people l‘t:'.l“}' have

sentiment to crimes unless you know that person or it happened
to you?

As a society, it seemed to have slipped into an corrupt pit
and are not concerned with how to get out of it.
Then there is a pause for a second.
And then turn the channel to be entertained

In today’s world it's becoming more and
more desensitized. Where reactions are very
bleak.

‘The attention span only grabs what stands

EDITORIAL
The OPINION of
the Register staff

by Dancing with the Stars or the new season of
American tdol.
Death has come along way it has evolved

out and gets your senses tingling. The attention
span can only withstand so much in a time frame.

Crime cvery single hour on the hour is not one of them.,
Violent vs. Pre perty rates in Omaha is 2,627 to 24,512 this year
alone. '

In this modern generation crime rates and murder is just
around the comner. It'’s evéryday life to teenagers. I

Everyday on the news it's the same crime different motive,

into an one-word reaction or a flick with the
remote. Some people don't even brother to watch
the News anymore. If you heard one convenient store robbery
you heard them all. -

Some people only watch the News for the next recruit
for Nebraska’s newest coach or who won tonight’s Creighton
basketball game. Or even tomorrow’s weather. Don't let it
SNOW.

That's the most broadcast the News will got in the course

of the night. It’s like meeting the parents for the first !
either it's a hit or a miss,

This generation has to get a grip on life and start oy
up. If it has to take a mall shooting has a wake up call!
that’s a massive problem.

It’s so easy to pick up a gun and shoot somebod
almost has easy has ridding a bike.

Since text is so popular it’s hard to tell whats @

statement to something false. When students heard about”

mall having a shooting. On a scale of the reaction rate
Westroads shooting it was a seven.

We should not look back to days gone by and wish.™
were the good ol days.” Pick up the pieces of those dn:
rebuild what we've lost and loved so much, “Those davs
always be lost if there is no effort to stand moral ground

Just take the war for example. It's getting to the !
where society doesn't even want to talk about ir. Life goo
but it always scems to stand still in the moment of war.

The media cats up every word of it. You really wo
think that Jamic Lynn Spears pregnancy would ever in i
years would make national news,

That story is not in the ball park or even in the 1t

scale of thousands and thousands of soldicrs that Jost their
fighting in a war were people still don't have a clue for.
Prepare for war in the time of peace.
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Cliche-free film

sends viewers
on scary ride

BY KEVIN GIBBS

Young dancer performs
in latest classic ballet
recital at Orpheum

Jil ASTRIKA WILHELM

A monstrous roar echoes off the tall buildings, filling every
one of the 28 million citizens of New York with fear.

Suddenly in the distance, a huge explosion peeks out over
the night skyline of Manhattan.

Shortly after, the lights go out in the empire state building,
as it drops to the ground below.

Absolute panic ensues as a dust cloud from the collapse
barrels down the streets.

A feeling is mutual among untold numbers of people. The

Betore she has learned to bike or even talk coherently freshman Alye
Beaslev had mastered the art of dar Cce.
Beasley was recently involved in the Nutcracker performance at the
( ]1"|\|'11.‘|.H'|'1. which started on Nov. 29 and lasted until Dec. 2. She's taken
1ce lessons since she was two years old, even though the’ dancers
to be three.
“My sister used to do it (dance),” she said. “And when [ was little,
d her dance lessons and I would get up and try to dance.”

rsince those times, she has danced, a broad range of types o
: sense that something is out there. .

In “Cloverfield,” the audience got to view the tape from a
camera recovered from Central Park after a major disaster.

‘The view never cuts from the camera’s perspective, and
most scenes seem to have been done in a single shot, making it
quite the masterpiece.

At first the audience got a shot from one of the characters
first using the camera, ﬁlming around an apartment and then
finding his girlfriend sleeping in the bedroom.

After talking back and forth like people tend to do when
they have a camera present, the camera cut to film of them go-

from traditional ballet to tap dance to hip-hop to j: Beasley practic d
at least 20 hours per week befor 1 school and even
though high school brought more academic work for her to do she has
still continued to work many hours, averaging ten hours per week.
‘The classes she attends are every week and some of them are private.
One of those private classes is ballet point, where she practices on the
various ballet poses simultancously working on her pose i
said she likes baller the best, and is taking Balict Interme
as well as Baller Intermediare.
“Ballet is the backbone for all other types of dance,” she said. “But,

it's really fun.” :
2 ing around New York.

Then it cut again to film another apartment as they pre-
pared for a going away party for one of the main characters.

Soon the party began and the audience began hearing tes-
timonials from different people wishing the man success before
he arrived.

She said she likes her ballet es because of the teacher, who she said
knows how to connect to the dancers while hL‘in_’q ﬂmﬂ_\" and nice '(hl'nu_[;}'lnut
the entire ex ence. HL‘;HIL‘_\' also said her tap dance instructor is a I-lll'll']'\'
person, so she enjoys that class immensely as well.

“Ballet is the most stresstul,” she said. “It's so precise and if you don't

get it perfect you get so frustrated.” :
3 P . Then all hell broke loose.

her dance life when she was -a toddler Beasley has . : o
; v y The film was brilliantly

participated in dance recitals rly. At age six, she was part of the

made with thefaudience never | ”Clov?érﬁ&eld" -

finding themselves think-
ing, “That’s corny” or “That
wouldn’t happen.” Everything
occurred pretty logically.

“Nuteracker” at the Orpheum. She played the part of a ginger, one of
the dancers that came rush out under another person’s large dress

PG-13 _
| Produced by ].]. Abrams i

costume. ‘This year in the “Nuteracker” at the Orpheum she plays one
of the ten mice.

She and the other dancers started to practice in the middle of : ;
; No one did anything or

knew anything they wouldn't
do or know.

weekends for a couj le
In order to perfect the performance, the dancers we
Act, and then, directly 'l|l1.'i'l\'ill'd‘<! they danced the scenes. At first i : 5 ; .
3 g The acting was p}lcnomtnal in a cast made of rcl:ttlvcly

Beasley didn't think she was going to be in the “Nutcracker.” Her
1 unknown actors and actresses.

mother works at the Rose Theater, which is connected with the , e . .
[he entire film seemed to be done in only a few shots

and the actors always came through with more than believable
performances.

Omuha Theatre Ballet. When Beasley’s mother found out when
try-outs for the “Nuteracker” were, she made her daughter go,
“I didn’t want t

she said. “I didn't think 1 would make

. - ; ) ( The lack of a famous face actually helped the film as on
it because before 1 hadn’t made it because 1 was too tall for the . F =

felt more connected to those characters during their moment
of deadly peril.

Costu !'It'.“

This year was different though. They made the costumes - g : i s
. ; . The music score was relatively non-existent as the video

was pretty much pure recording from the camera that was re-
covered, not leaving much room for any type of music.

after they had selected the dancers, As a result, there were a
lot more tall people in the “Nutcracker” this year. To try out for
a spot on the }\1:_:\‘ everyone had to learn a really simple dance ; ) .

: ; An expert musical score was present once the credits

routine and perform it in pairs of two. The person Beasley
rolled, however.

paired with did not make the cut though. Beasley did though. ! . . .
G T AR i T A lot of story was unexplained, which helped the realism.
I was excited,” she said. “1 did a good job. My parents were :

: 3 B Anyone in the same situation as the main characters wouldn’
really proud of me and the couldn’t stop smiling, # characters wouldn't

e — : She. loved ‘performing n the. “Niter ause of all T | wnation if rh_1-.nuurru| in re l .lliL ‘
o o _ = i ! 2 [he movie had a definite sense of reality which kept it
the new friends she made. She even met her new best friend at —_ i " | N the
freshman Alyc Beasley, who was one of the mice in the : : the “Nuteracker.” Sometimes, she said, going to practice became a SUmpe ““_ o T e e e
Orpheum’s “Nutcracker,” said ballet is the backbone hardship. She had to wa ‘ It also n}muhl‘l be mentioned that the film vucrt_:d away
of all types of dances. She said while ballet is the most : trom most story cliches, keeping it unpredictable and fun.
stressful type of dance to her, it is her favorite.

h the same dances as well as perform them
1'|.‘1n_'.|lt'x.ﬂl\\ L'R'Jt'n'l:_; a sense of boredom for her. 5 , 3 N
For those who are easily queasy from shaky cameras, this
movie may be too much for you.
‘The camera rarely stabilized.

When the “Nutcracker” opened Beasley said she was really happy
and excited because she was the first mouse on stage.
“It was a thrill,” she said. “I love being on st = .
; For those people who are not affected by shaky cameras,
the lack of still shots definitely added to the feeling of intensity
and urgency.

During the parts when she wasn't performing, she would sit in the
dressing room with her friends and they would have a lot of fun.
1e mistakes did happen at the performance. A violin even broke and flew H b R 5 .
From the very beginning “Cloverfield” pulled the audience
along for the ride. The incredible excitement of non-stop action
and believability made the adventure one to remember for years
to come.

across the stage at one of the performances. Beasley's first performance provided
a mistake which she quickly tried to remedy. She had started to perform the
WIrong v rsion of the dance T]H‘_\' were suppo to do.

Beasley, despite all of stress and competition that comes along with dancing

=

“Cloverfield” was definitely a strong film and was more

wints to continue in t!'.lllt.'(' ;l|h| acting, She wants to I‘J;cr CVEN more inv >I\T\{ in e - yi + v §
than worth the price of admission to see. For definite chills

dance performances when she's in high school. After high school, she wants to

. . . down your spine, and a monster to remember for vears to come
oo to a college that focuses on dance and acting and all of its arts. J pine, and : years to come,

this film can't be recommended enough.

ideo games provide source
of entertainment for teenagers

BY KIM BUCKLEY be hard to relate the subject he teaches to video games. He said he would have to do research to
'\ J - ) e -

relate it to math. -

i Ever since Pacman and the Atari system came out in the 1980s, teenagers have become With all of the video games directed towards males, there is a major gap between the num-
h*Boked on video games. ) ber of boys and girls that play video games on a regular basis. Game Club has more of a male
The art of playing, and mastering, video games has become so popular that gaming has now  population than female. ‘ _ o .
It tome a prufbs“;if;n Sophomore Amanda Turner is one of those females who plays video games on a regular
Math teacher Kelly Murphy is the sponsor of video game club. The club was started last year  basis. ‘ _ ‘ . o
§'ough two students, John Handlos and senior James Pauley. She said all of the guys she plays video games with are all outgoing, and since she's quiet,
5 E Sy S S J 5 : 5+ P
3 “It was just spontaneous,” Murphy said. she doesn't get to play often, but when she does, she enjoys it.
t Pauley and Handlos decided to form the club because they thought it sounded like a good “You want to win, you want to keep on going,” lurner said.
iea, ) She said the boys are very dominate and want to play cach other, but when they want a
10° Murphy said he has been playing video games since he was five years old when he received  change in pace, they play her. Even though Turner is the best video game player in her house,
R Atari g;lr.nc system. He became a gamer because it was a lot of fun and lots of people had  the boys in the club play a lot more than she does and playing video games in the club is tougher
Willem, i for her. .
Game Club hosted video game tournaments to raise money to buy a Wii gaming system. Turner is in video game club, which she joined because Handlos told her about it. Turner
i1 Dec. 5 the club held a Super Smash Brothers tournament with a Guitar Hero tournament  has been playing video games for eight years. She said the first game th. played was Rum.hlu
“§" Dec. 12. There was a 85 dollar entry fee, in which 20 percent of all money raised will go to  Racing which was just a racing game. As more video games came out, she said she started playing ; !
I winners of the tournament. The rest of the proceeds will go to the video game club so they  more fighting games that were in the stores. . o ‘ . ) : . .
in buy a Wii system : The purpose of the club, Murphy said, is tq have fun. Playing video games, he said, relieves Yy . 4
it B-L'L".IUSC it';; newer and more interactive as well as a four player system, Murphy said when  stress for students, and video game club is a place where they can come and have fun. ‘\ . v _ |
e Wii is bought it will probably become the favorite. He also said since playing games on the Turner said playing video games are a good way to release energy. It also helps with hand COURTESY OF PARAOLINT
BVii system involves more than just sitting, the players are getting some exercise. eye coordination because she has to focus, she said. W e f Liberty | ; p New York
Ve 1 i Ni 3 2 i 4 'ro is her favorite video game because it’s helped her hand-eye ¢ atue of Libe is only one of many w Yor
f The two systems used by Game Club is the N do C Cube and the Playstation 2 Turner said Guitar Hero is her favorite video game because it’s helped her hand-eye coor e
systems used by Game Club is the Nintendo Game Cube and the Play: § : " ¢
[ ; ‘ landmarks that were destroyed in the film. Cloverfield
’§2) o svetams are ' even 1 > " . 0
2). .\-1u_rph) said the popularity of both systems are pretty even and members of the club go o . i o wen comalatily: what with: a  Hendbekt “oemoonder
ik and forth between the two. Continued to “Video Games” on Page 22( giving the movie & shaky and realistic feeling

As a math teacher, Murphy said even though math is used to design video games, it would



12B

The Register | Registration | Thursday 2]4200: eR

Taking Center Stage

The productions in the building has always been a source of pride fo g St
showcase their acting abilities. This year’s musical, “Carousel” is only the most recerolt mus1ca'l in 2 lonlga
line of productions to grace the Central stage. From other departments performing fo gAINIng neg
directors, to having fall plays, all has made the drama department rich in tradition and history.

More than acting makes musical

BY KIM BUCKLEY

This year's fall musical, “Carousel,” won the Omaha Entertainment Award
(OEA) for Best High School musical on Jan. 8. The musical beat out three other
high schools to win the award.

Senior Patrick Kilcoyne, one of the leads in the musical, said he wasn't surprised
when “Carousel” won best high school musical, but was surprised that some of the
other high schools were not nominated.

The musical was performed only two months prior to the awards, debuting
on Nov. 1. “Carousel,” told the story of Billy Bigalow, played by Kilcoyne, and his
relationship with Julie Jordan, played by sophomore Chelsea Hill.

Kilcoyne said he thought this year's musical differed from the musicals done
in the past few years was it was more tragic than the others, which were more
light-hearted ones. He said the hardest part of the musical for him was the time
commitment as well as some of the singing, since some of it was higher than he was
used to singing.

For Kilcoyne, the role was a fun role, a very well-written character and left a
lot of room for interpretation. He said he liked to create the character, and he said
he wanted to completely redo the character. To do that, Kilcoyne said he looked
at a couple of actors in the movie version, and in some other musicals. He said he
wanted to portray a terrible person without him being a caricature and make him
a real person without being villainous.

The show hit the stage at 7:00 p.m. on Nov. 1 and 3, with a matinee showing
at 2:00 p.m. on Nov. 3. Director John Gibson said “Carousel” was chosen as the
musical this year because the school had the talent to do the production. He said
he believed “Carousel” has remained popular from when it debuted on Broadway
because of the music.

“It's very soothing and it's not right in-your-face like some of the newer
musicals are,” Gibson said.

Auditions for “Carousel” took place the day after Labor Day, and rehearsals
started the following week. Gibson said the cast spent about eight weeks rehearing
the music and eight weeks rehearsing the other scenes. Co-director Lyn Bouma
said for music rehearsals they had to work around people’s schedule and people
wanting to use the auditorium for other things. Co-director Colin Brown said the
pit orchestra started practicing around Sept. 18.

Bouma said vocally, the songs sung by the chorus were not that challenging.
However, the solos and the duets were written for professionals, which meant
there were long sustained lines that required advanced techniques as well as a wide
range of singing. Bouma said this year there were exceptional vocalists who were
up to the challenge. At chorus rehearsals Bouma stressed memorizing words so
the cast could put them together with the movement on stage and making it look
natural and in character. She said the soloists had private instruction, and most
took private lessons and worked on their solos or duets. e i

As the assistant director, Junior Alyssa Rathbun helped a lot at rehearsals
with blocking, which are the actions the actors had and how Gibson wanted the
actors positioned and what they needed to be doing at certain parts. Rathbun said
as rehearsals started, she worked with separate people on their specific blocking for
about an hour or so. When the chorus and dancers started rehearsing, rehearsals
were until around 5:30 p.m. Rathbun said the dancers still kept on rehearsing after
regular rehearsals.

“I have to give them (the dancers) credit because they worked really hard,”
she said.

Because of her job, Rathbun had to be at every rehearsal, which she said she
enjoyed. “I really didn’t take it as a requirement,” Rathbun said.

One of the hindrances in the musical this year was the cast only had one full
dress rehearsal before the actual performances. Normally a few full dress rehearsals
are given until the curtain rises.

“It hurt us a little bit, but it (the show) turned out really well,” Rathbun
said.

Because the show was large, fairly long and an older musical, Gibson said the
cast and crew had a difficult time putting it all together. Because students were
leaving the cast, the department had to rearrange things, Gibson said. There were
also some younger cast members who have not learned acting techniques, which
also presented a problem.,

“It was getting right down to the wire with this one,” Gibson said.

He said the most difficult part of organizing the musical were the five crowd
scenes with every cast member on stage. In last year's musical, “My Fair Lady,”
there were only two such scenes. The hardest part of the musical, Bouma said, was
the staging. The choreography was also challenging as well as a carnival scene that

opened up the show. Bouma said because the scene was in pantomime, it h-.uil to be
timed with the music. For the carnival scene, specialty costumes were used in the
musical for the first time in the fall musical. They included fat suits for a muscle man
and a fat lady as well. A bear costume was also present.

“They were really cool and I liked them a lot,” Rathbun said.

She said the spc‘riziit_v costumes were different and definitely added something
as well.

Gibson said the specialty costumes were more expensive. Out of a total of 115
costumes, the town people and chorus members were the cheapest, followed by the
costumes worn by the leads, and then the specialty ones. Gibson said he felt that the
specialty costumes were worth the more expensive cost. The total cost of the show
ranged from around $18,000 to $20,00 dollars.

Rathbun said everyone in the musical did well and exceeded what she believed
they were going to do. She said she had to give a lot of credit to everyone for pulling
through.
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Junior Chloe McPherson reads the sheet music during a chorus rehearsal. The
cast won an Omaha Entertainment Award for Best High School musical.

Story line, acting makes fall musical succeed

BY KIM BUCKLEY
as the talking.

The school's production of “Carousel” managed
to dazzle the members of the audience right from the
beginning of the musical.

The acting was good, especially
during the opening scene of the musical,
which was one of a carnival in pantomime. :
It was amazing how the actors were able |
to dramatize the expressions on their face |
and show the fantasy world of the carnival z
without talking. i

While the acting wasn't the best the
actors were able to show clear emotion,
whether it was from how they said something to the
expressions on their faces.

One of the few problems with the show was the

Carousel
Location: Central High |
School |

success of a musical.

A Look Back In School Productions

sound. At times it was hard to hear the singing as well

The singing, while wasn't exceptional, was good.
Chelsey Hill, who played Julie Jordan, the love interest
of Bigalow, was particularly good. Senior Sarah Potts,
who played Julic’s cousin, Nellie, also
. stood out. While the singing was at
| times a little off-key, it told the story
through poetic lyrics.

The storyline was onc of the
best parts of the play. “Carousel” told
the story of Billy Bigalow, who was
played by Patrick Kilcoyne, and his
eventual path to redemption.

The plot was engaging and the songs were
definitely memorable, two ingredients needed for the

The only thing that hampered the plot was it
unbelievable at times, especially during the second half
of the musical.

After hearing the songs one time, some of them
are apt to get stuck in your head.

The only problem with the songs was the ending,
“Finale Ultimo: You'll Never Walk Alone (reprise).”
While the end song is supposed to be hopeful and
melancholy, it scemed more tragic and depressing.

At the end of the performance, most of the
audience probably felt sad.

Fortunately the show in its entirety had more
high points than low, due to the actors allowing the
audience to feel the emotions of the songs.

While the ‘Thursday night performance on Now.
1 was rough, it still managed to entertain the audience
and retell a classic story. .

Actors in the play put on by Latin Club in 1925

Mwﬁqmammmwm

INFOGRAPHIC BY KIM BUCKLEY

The National Thespians in their group shot mkan n 1944,

The National Thespians presented a play in the 1944
; Road Show called “Rendezvous.” The National Thespians
In 1825 the Latin department put on a play called “A Roman| have submitted plays at an annual National Thespian
Wedding 63 B.C.” It told the story about the arranged mar-| conference. In 1944, World War Il disrupted any chance for
riage of the daughter of Tullis Piso, Tullia. Other plays were| the Thespians to send off a play to the conference. National

godmother,
but gets an

Capella,
Thespians was established in 1931 and members were able A
to subscribe to a magazine. To be inducted, members had 9“‘:"':; in
to act in school productions. plays
i the minor cha

r the school, allowing students J#~
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Former drama teacher Pegi Georgeson smiles for the camera in 1993. That
the year when she shared the superlative of “Most Likely to be n the big screg
Georgeson taught at the school for 25 years and still substitute teaches,

Former drama teacher
enjoys fond memories
of students, experiencegs

BY KIM BUCKLEY

Alumni of Central all have fond memories of the school. For one of thu
almost like a second home.

Former drama teacher Pegi Georgeson had taught at the school for twen
years at the school, from 1976 to 2001. Georgeson also comes from a famil
close ties to the building.

She is not only an alumnus of the class of 61, but has had other family e
attend the school. Her father graduated as a part of the class of 1918, and her
and brothers both graduated from Central as well as her two daughters. Georg:
also met her current husband at Central as well. f

Georgeson joined the staff when she started the English as'a Second Cange
(ESL) program for Vietnamese students.

“] jumped at the chance to teach at my Alma Mater,” Georgeson said.

When there was an opening, to teach drama, Georgeson took it. She «aid <&
she was trained in drama and jobs to teach drama in high school don't open tp
often in high school, she was glad to take the job.

The best part of teaching drama for Georgeson was working with the «r
She said she has taught a lot of talented students, and they were all talented i
own way. She said she enjoyed watching students develop and gain confidence asu
as life-long friends from the drama classes and productions.

One of the difficulties she had as a director, Georgeson said, was finding
right plays and musicals to fit the talent in the school as well as maintaining
budget. While George said all of the Road Shows, musicals and plays were cha
the hardest for her was the fall play “Happy Daze,” because of the students t
up the cast.

As a student at Central, Georgeson did not take any drama classes. In«
she joined Acapella, which produced the musical. Georgeson said she learncd
staging from her teacher, and performed in the fall play or musical, and the spr
play.

She took drama classes in college and majored in elementary education.
thought shed like to act. '

Georgeson said since she loved to perform as well, she used to be in a pr
in the fall while teaching.

One of the differences in the school that Georgeson has seen during her twen
five years teaching was there is much more diversity culturally,

Georgeson said being able to work with the talents and personalities of 1
students and being able to laugh a lot while she was teaching helped enhanced
life.

“It’s hard to pick out one students or one thing that I enjoyed more than?
other because I've enjoyed it all,” she said.

Some of the things Georgeson was taught by being a drama teacher were
organized as well as very flexible.

Georgeson said the school is familiar to her and she knows the traditions & W
This is one of the reasons why she now substitute teaches in the building.

“I'm really comfortable here, and love it here,” she said.

Besides Central, Georgeson also substitute teaches Burke High School as "
as Millard schools. Before starting the ESL program at Central, she also subbed
schools, however Georgeson said she enjoys subbing more now.

She said she decided to retire after 2001 because it seemed like the right 1
She was glad that current drama department head John Gibson applied for the
and eventually got it.

Georgeson said she has known Gibson for years as a friend, as well as bein
a couple of shows he has directed. She said one of the differences between her
her successor is Gibson can handle tech for the productions as well as direct. She #
while she directed the productions, she needed to have help with the tech.

Georgeson still supports the drama department by seeing the fall musical of{
as well as the Roadshow when she is in town. She said it was a relief to be sitting
the audience, because she could enjoy the show and not have to worry about thit

1993
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The Art of Gaming

«2s technology improves, so has the overall design and graphics of video
ngrames. Are superior graphics enough to make the game worthy of playing?
Dne thing is clear: playing video games is more than just pushing buttons.

: I Video games affect teens
s {in positive, negative ways

Continued from ‘Video _
alo 3.

Games’ on page 11B Evans said for those people who may not be as well ad-
justed, they may be more prone to the violence in the games
Various studies have shown that video games have helped ~ and have a hard time distinguishing between reality and the
with forming strategies and hand-eye coordination. Other fantasy in the game.
studies have shown that teamwork was encouraged through With the new Wii, Palmer said he is looking forward to
the use of multi-player games and spatial ability improved with  secing how the system works and what games can be played on
playing videogames. it. He also said he’s interested to see what it’s really like to move
One of the things videogames are criticized for is getting  with the control instead of just sitting and pushing buttons.
gamers addicted. According to Griffiths and Hunt’s study in Palmer has been playing video games for 12 years. His
1998, 20 percent of adolescents spend a large amount of time  mother brought home a Nintendo system and both of them
playing videogames. played it, so he got hooked.
Psychologist Marleen Evans said like any addiction, it Palmer said his favorite video game is Tetris. This was the
starts off as something people enjoy, but i first videogame Palmer played.
become compulsive. Because of more “It’s challenging and mind-boggling
and the availability of the games at the same time,” he said.
and the growing amount, Palmer said it was a game he
Evans said there are could play with friends and it was
more people who are a game he can always enjoy.
addicted to video Palmer said him and Han-
games. dlos were talking about video
Palmer said games with Mr. Murphy and de-
there are certain cided to hold tournaments.
situations there The tournaments were
are people who opened up to juniors and se-
cannot handle cer- niors. This year, Palmer said, the
tain kinds of video games. For that reason, as well as club spread the word so all grades
to not violate school policy, video game club does not could join the club.
play any video game with a rating of M, for mature. Palmer said a benefit of video game club was
Video games have long been criticized for the it established a friendly environment. The club, he said, also
level of violence in such M-rated games such as  explores new video games and different genres.

tual cities themselves also looked stunning and are graphically
the centerpiece of the game, almost single-handedly making
The man stands triumphantly atop a platform,  this game one of the best looking all year.

overlooking a crowd of onlookers. ‘The player started the game by investigat-
During his speech the crowd cries out  [& ing potential targets until the player received
and a figure falls from a nearby ledge, enough information to attack the target, either
onto the man, a blade sinking into his by a stealthy or head-on approach, although the
head. The assassin calmly lays the body latter almost never ends well.

down, and quickly stands. After the targets were eliminated it’s either
The assassin makes a break for a mad dash from the guards, a giant sword fight,
it, pushing people aside as he makes or some combination of the two to get to safety,
his way swiftly through the cramped and evade pursuers.

streets of mid-evil England. A chase While this is exhilarating, it was almost the
pursues until the Guards finally give only point of the game. And after doing it over
up the chase. and over, it would feel repetitive if the game
This entire scenario is a common stretched on for much longer.

occurrence in Assassin’s Creed. In the The musical score was beautifully done,
game, the player is Altair, an but should have been implemented

assassin for an anti-crusade [Graphics  [Sound ameplay more often throughout the game.

group in Europe. N 0 In the end, Assassin’s Creed
The game took place in n% . % % % had an innovative take on the free-

mid-evil Jerusalem, Damascus, —————= R roam genre, and did it incredibly

and Acre. The cities were alive well. For any true gamer, Assassin’s
with all kinds of people winding about the streets. The ac-  Creed must be a part of one’s collection.

BY KEVIN GIBBS

BY KEVIN GIBBS enjoyable. It pulled an anniversary game off successfully, as the
" game not only had players reminiscing about the tombs of old,
In 1996 a shapely young but also had them immersed in fun, fast, seamless game

woman strutted into existence as
one of the greatest gaming icons
of all time.

She was one of the first
games in 3-D and the first known
female protagonist in a video
game. Lara Croft, the Tomb
Raider, has in the ten years after
her debut, been the feature of
many video games, at least three
published books and two feature
length films that all together
made her a household name.

In early 2007 her adventures
took her back to where she
started, in a remake of her first
game. “Tomb Raider:
Anniversary” was the

play.

Lara Croft was a cyber heroine in the form of a
shapely British archeologist who plunders tombs and
spelunker caves in her spare time.

In these tombs she had to deal with the local
wildlife, as well as solve puzzles the locals have put in
place to prevent grave robbers.

Once past those, if she's lucky, she had to go toe
to toe with a restless spirit in the last room. All of this
death defying action made for quite the experience, and
Lara’s appearance wasn't a strain on the eyes either.

The graphics in the game are phenomenal as players
had a sense of scale in the larger rooms and more of
a claustrophobic one in the smaller ones. Lara moved
seamlessly in her acrobatics as well. However, her animal
enemies don't move quite as seamlessly.

In the game there are several levels but they
vary in size. There’s never a point at which you
perfect game to cap off a # | don’t want to progress. The game consistently
ten year franchise, which A 2 L) |draws you into the next segment, making it hard
remains popular. ' ' —to put down.

In “Anniversary” the game was By the end of the game it’s not a brilliant
a redone version of the original, with many additions  story line, but it does have its fun, and it definitely pulls you
to make the story line more logical and the game more  along for the ride.

BY PATRICK BREEN a company that has always produced the extremely popular
“Call of Duty 1-3,” a series completely
based on WWII. But the new setup of
modern warfare wasn't yet conquered by this
company.

Most notable competitors were
the “Ghost Reacon” and “Rainbow Six”

_ U franchises. But what ActiVision brought to
3 L n ': lﬂr U U I\"q. the table was a game with better graphics
T To  than previous, and much more continuous
& and live gameplay.

In the game, one was able to shoot
from a riding helicopter. Bombs explode.
And people die. Yes, a perfect game.

And one of the most important features
of any new game was the online play. The
online play kept people on edge and filled
with curse words.

And with a wide range of
systems to play on. ActiVision made
some major strides in warfare.

With players from across the

Okay, stay calm. Stay calm. It’s all
just a video game.
With the new and improved
graphics, “Call of Duty 4:
Modern Combat” far surpassed
any first-person modern
combat shooter. One traveled
into a modern-day hell, armed
only with a gun and one’s wits.

A game hasn't been as
revolutionary with its graphics,
storyline and gameplay since the
first first-person shooter took the
market by storm.

Some gamers may remember.

James Bond Golden Eye

007 debuted in 1997 and l 5y .

sold eight million copies

to this date. It changed 1) y ' g/
t‘!}'ncfaccof'gaming. ¥1‘- 10 1 10 10 1 10

And so will world joining in, there is only one
“COD4.” thing to say.
This game is a masterpiece of “ActiVision,” Grab your guns Alpha Team. And don't look back.
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“I started playing the trombone in middle school and I was really good at it. Erica Koenig's
dad Mr. Koenig was actually my middle school teacher,” said Kelly Murphy.

Murphy teaches Alegbra 5-6 and Pre-Alegbra 1-2 here at Central and when he is not
giving tests or grading assignments he is playing the trombone in his spare time.

Murphy said that he has been playing since he was 10 and has been playing for 21 years.

“I started playing in the fifth grade and in high school for two years. I haven't played since
tenth grade. Once in a while I get it out. [ would say it’s more of an h()bby. said Murphy.

In the fifth grade his teacher told his class to play all the instruments available and his
teacher would rate them. He did the best on the trombone. Murphy had a lot of issues with the
band teacher so he chose to resign from playing the trombone.

“I don't want to sound like a follower, but a lot of us decided to quit. I chose to focus more on
other classes. If my friends weren't going to be in band I didn't want to be in it,” said Murphy.

Murphy said that he enjoys it more now than back in high school where he felt that he had
to play. Currently for him it’s just cool to know how to play an instrument.

He really enjoys playing for his family.

Murphy never has thought about really taking the trombone follower, when he was younger
or in college.

“I have to say I really enjoyed band in seventh and eighth grade. All my friends were in it.
We were pretty good too,” said Murphy.

Murphy plays a variety of music like marching band, jazz band, pep band, concert band and
orchestra. He even bought magazines with today’s modern music.

“I enjoyed concert band music, the piece, in middle school. We did a lot of contest in high
school. I liked solos because the trombone had a lot of background parts,” said Murphy.

Murphy was recently in the pit crew musical of “Carousel” in November along with talented

BY WYNTER DAVIS

teacher donates musical talent for musical

students in and outside of the drama department.

“I didn't have long at all to practice for the musical, only four weeks. There were 30 different
pieces and the trombone played 24 out of the 30. It wasn't that bad,” said Murphy.

This was the first musical Murphy has took apart in here at Central. He said that he was a
little nervous since this was his first time but said he would do it again because the students were
relaxed and it made him feel relaxed. He said that it wasn't really time consuming. because he
was able to practice when he wanted to. He normally practices at home.

“I think everyone should play an instrument. I know it’s weird but any music is good for
your brain. It uses different parts of the brain that you normally wouldn’t use. It’s a good stress
reliever and a way to bring people together,” said Murphy.

Murphy’s wife, Mindy Murphy said that she thinks it was a great way for Murphy to play
the trombone since the last time he played was in high school and she knows he enjoys playing
the trombone.

“] attended two of my husband’s performances of the musical, one on the first night and
another on the second night,” she said.

Colin Brown, the Trebel chorus and Man’s Chorus teacher, helped with the musical as well.
He helped prepare the orchestra and the singers and he put it all together as a co-director.

“This was my second play here at school. “My Fair Lady,” I did the same in that play
coaching singers,” said Brown.

Brown started to prepare for the musical early May at the end of the school year. Co-
director Lyn Bouma and director John Gibson decided to do “Carousel”and Brown looked over
the musical last summer.

He said that he found out that Murphy played an instrument when drama department put
an ad in the circular announcements asking if any of the staff members played any instrument or
had any musical abilities. Murphy came forward and said that he would be interested since he
was experienced with the trombone.

No homecoming
tickets still results

in romantic eveniny
§ e|

A column by Alana Brunow
e

This year, homecoming tickets sold out before vy,
bought their tickets.

1 had to rethink my entire homecoming nigh:
an abundance of people attending from schools ol 4
Central.

While I waited in line, I grew nervous while the v, W
pile got shorter and the line seemed to grow. There were ol
students in front of me still, as the school store annour ey phor
the tickets were sold out. colle
Although many students were appalled by thi, | S Fo:

somewhat thrilled.

My homecoming experiences usually consist of ¢,
to dinner and then going to the dance to dance to mos
and rap for the whole night.

Usually students are not permitted to leave, studen
go upstairs to eat anything, and everyone with heels mu.
their shoes at the door with their coats. In the past, ther.
been problems with theft of shoes, cameras, phones, 11
toward the end of the dance.

Since my boyfriend, Jonathan, and I were unl
attend homecoming, we made the best of the night W
dressed up and used the money meant for the tickets fi:
downtown.

First, we went out to dinner with three of our f/
Sam & Louis. After dinner, our friends went to honi.
while we walked around the old market all night.

We went on a horse carriage ride, which tourc!!
the old market. I had only done this once or twice be:
[ hardly remember because I was so young. Jonathan h
been on the carriages before. The view was gorgeous
privileged to do something like this with my boyi:
the state of New York, horse carriage rides have recen
banned and by law, they are no longer legal. Just in
law spreads throughout the US, I wanted to get a cha
it at least on more time.

Then we visited an art gallery based on nature, fillowi
a visit to all of the usual stores and shops we go to, suc
Limits, Retro and Homer's.

When we walked into Homer's, Jon and 1 learned 1
friend Ben works there. After we bought an R.E.M. ]!
talked to Ben for a while, we left and walked around 1

I remember my heels began to cut into the sides of 1y
so I took them off and walked around downtown baret
the rain. Even if it was not the safest idea, I felt much |

As the night went by, we were tired of walking
we went back to my house for a while to hang out.

Later, our friends we had dinner with earlier th.
Jourdan and Kurt, picked us up and we all rode ¢
Mystery Manor’s Haunted Attraction.

Although we waited in line for a long time, we fin:
made it through the house. Inside, there was an uctu
plot that the house was based on, in which an axe n
kills a young girl.

There were funny characters as well as frightening
The worst part though, I must admit was the black an.t
spinning tube.

As you walk through a tube of twisting black an
stripes. It completely throws off your coordination.

Everyone passes through it on a flat surface, but 1/
still gives you the illusion of falling over or spinning.

It was extremely nauseating.

Even though the house was not as scary as 1 had
we still had fun. After the haunted house, our friends d:
and 1 back to my house and then they went home.

After hanging out for a while and watching «
movies, it was time for Jon to go home.

Even though he had to leave, the night had turncd o
million times better than it would have if we had we con
homecoming.

Unfortunately, I can't say the same for others who Jids
get their tickets.

While students purchase homecoming tickets, th:
give their name, but not the name of their date. Bu.um of i
students were buying tickets for their friends that do noi o
attend Central. I would be able to understand if it wa
date, but some of the individuals who purchased thesc 1
for students from multiple other schools, did not even it
the dance.

Central’'s gym has a certain “capacity level.” Althous
is a fire hazard to have a certain amount of students i1
gym, there has never been a time in the past that I recall e
everyone in the gym. Students are scattered from the catow
to the gym. Generally, everyone gets there at different on
during the night and everyone leaves whenever they want 1

With that said, you would think more tickets would
sold to fit the capacity.

For those other students who did not get to go out beu
the tickets sold out, I think it was poorly set up. Students shos
be able to go to their own school dance. The one thing ¥
upset me was the staff member 1 heard say, “ You should
bought your tickets earlier.”

I think that's unfair because then twenty different studes
would be in the same situation.
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Musician devotes time to separate bands, singing

BY MAX LARSON

“I don’t know why I like to sing. I like music, but
doesn't everyone? It's fun because maybe people like what 1
make. When people listen to it or ask you about it, it feels
good,” sophomore Catherine Carne.

After recording one song, Carne has found herself
singing in three different bands, all with varying levels of
commitment and experience in the Omaha music scene.

Catherine Crown is the name of Carne’s first step into
the world of singing.

It is an informal musical venture she began about eight
months ago. She said she was at sophomore Blair Emsick’s
house when it started.

“We (Blair and I) were bored and wanted to record
something,” she said.

She had written a song a long time ago and showed
it to Blair’s brothers, who own recording equipment and
offered to let her record it. Catherine Carne has only
recorded that one song, entitled “When You Were Young,”
but Carne said she plans to record more, as she has only
recently begun to take the band seriously.

The music consists of Carne singing and playing

keyboard or guitar and Emsick helping out with various
instruments, with music written by Carne and words by
Emsick. Carne said there is no specific structure to her
song writing. She just puts notes and words that sound
good together.

“I got a keyboard for Christmas, and 1 played it when
I was bored. It just started turning into songs, I guess,” she
said.

She said the music isn't easily described, but she would
probably file it under “indie.”

“I try to make it sound like the Animal Collective,”

she said. “Even though it doesn't sound like that, I like how
weird they are.”

Recording and distributing “When You Were Young”

ended up being a ticket for Carne to find more singing
opportunities. She said Emsick’s brothers, who have all
graduated from high school, are in a band called Hyannis.

She said she isn't a major part of their band, but she
sings two songs at each of their concerts, and she is on
their latest CD, “Off the Reels.” Also interested by Carne’s
voice was sophomore Taylor Long, member of the band No
Contempo.

“They heard my music on Catherine Crown and they

asked if T wanted to sing some songs with them,” Carne
said.

Long said No Contempo is pretty serious about their
music. Carne said No Contempo is a little louder than
Catherine Crown’s more low-tempo style, but she still
classified it under indie.

Long said he and Tillwick asked Carne to join their
band when they decided they wanted to cover a song
originally sung by Jenny Lewis, and they found her voice
to be a better fit.

“Catherine's voice reminds me a lot of Cat Power and
Jenny Lewis, but it is still distinctive in its own way,” he
said.

No Contempo’s songs are written by Long and
Tillwick, but they said they plan to add Carne into the
process as they write more songs. At this time they only &
have six songs, and they play a few covers, including bands
like the Strokes, The Yeah Yeah Yeahs, and Gnarls Barkley.

Their songs range from Marvin Gaye influences to
subject matter that chronicles “The Life Aquatic,” a Bill
Murray movie.

EECAY

PHOTO BY MAX LARSON /THE REGISTE]

Catherine Carne practices the keyboard after school. She plays f
Long said the band practices regularly, and although three different bands and performs under the name of Catherine Cro¥
they have only had two shows, they have more coming up.  Crown said it feels good when people listen to it or ask about it.
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Who Said Teens Don’t Read?

Jreenagers have been criticized for two things: not reading enough and for not read-

Ing well-written literature. However, since sales on some of the biggest named

books have sky-rocketed, that can be easily argued. With engaging plots, interest-

ing characters, and alluring writing, these books would top the best-seller charts

d do what t id ible: getting th hild t d
™ an O what some parents consider ImpOSSI e. getting eir chi O read.
Pk 1
BY KIM BUCKLEY The emotions of the girls were very descriptive and one felt as if home that no matter what, those four girls would be there for each CHIE VLI YORK TIHLS RESTSELLER
‘ : - ) ) one was actually with the girls on their adventures. other, no matter what the situation was. : :
ticks What can i‘ pair of simple, plain, ordinary jeans hold? Avariety of topics were addressed from a parent getting remarried It also allowed the reader to realize how much growing up each of = : _ 4
ima ) 1| or s¢ mw{ tr ey L} an hold money, for others they can hold the latest  to a friend having cancer to finding love. the four did over the summer. However, while the beginning paralleled q‘h ﬂgtorﬁmcl Of tﬁe
d theflIphone and for others still, they can hold pieces of dried up lint that The writer, Ann Brashares, was able to connect the readers so  the end of the book, the last chapter had a decidedly different tone ;
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Lollected inside the pockets.
For four best friends, they can hold precious memories of an
oreettable summer,
“The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants” told the
rv of four very different teenagers, Lena, Bridget,

hby and Carmen.

ks. The writing, while simplistic, was able to pull the reader right
1o the story.

Author: Ann Brashares

\When Carmen buys a pair of jeans that
uchow fit all of the girls’ different bodies, they _ '
le those magical pants are going to be the one T —

that connected them in the first summer they

poing to spcnd apart.
the girls learn that anything can happen during the summer,

stifg ' falling in love to dealing with death. While sharing the jeans,

i lives are changed in ways the girls never thought possible.

The writing and themes of the book are very mature for teenage

closely to the girls that they were able to have the exact same emotions  than in the beginning.

as the characters in the book. Brashares, through her writing, conveyed Each chapter was separated into four parts, each dealing with

sy the girls as flawed, but all of them with open hearts  four of the girls, but driving home the fact of how apart they are, and
“The Sisterhood of the and minds. how alone they could be.

Traveling Pants”

Any girl who reads the book is sure to relate The heart of the book was the deep bond of friendship the four
to one of the four girls. The girls got themselves  girls shared. Keeping contact not only with the jeans but also through
into situations many teenage girls find themselves  letters showed how the girls knew each other and how much the girls
getting into today. mean to each other.

The first in a series of four, it was easy to sce From breaking into a permanently used gym to start off the
why «the book series is so popular. The girls are  summer to them returning after the summer to the same place, the

portrayed realistically, and all of them mess up and make mistakes. . reader showed how far the group goes back. ' i Y
The writing was particularly clever because while it didn't tell the This is obviously a story aimed for girls, and the story is more | = o vd Ms
character’s direct thoughts, it managed to convey very realistically what  than able to get straight to the heart of the intended audience. All four | m _ lr\& :
each girl was feeling. girls are without a doubt heroines who can teach the reader important |- ~ NN bB}S}IABES*
One of the literary devices Brashares used in her writing was  lessons about friendship and life.
parallel structure. Brashares managed to write a book that show that even a simple COURTESY OF DELACORTE BOOKS

‘The beginning paralleled the ending, which brought the point  piece of clothing can be magical, just like the book itself.

Author: Stephanie Meyer

- Y
o

BY ALI HODGE

If one thing can be said for Stephanie Meyer’s books, elements that makes the books so fantastic.
perhaps it’s that they came out of nowhere. Literally. ‘They were simply written, yet the author had
One day a person got the impression that nobody is  a particularly clear gift of successfully pull-

reading, and the next.... well, Bella Swan
len are the hottest couple around.
It certainaly is easy to see why.

The plot was simple. (I can't believe it wasn’t thought ~ would be if the reader was experiencing
to be put in teen literature long before.) The characters the emotions themselves and they range
were normal everyday people. (That is if you mentally omit  anywhere from horror to boredom and
the fact that they're vampires.) And it contained two key  helplessness and love.
elements that easily made this book thrive: the fight for The life-like spirits of the char-

survival and teen love.

With Meyer’s first installment into the nameless se-  ness with the pen. One of the reasons
ries, “Twilight,” a low maintenance city girl from Phoenix  the books did so well was because
flew across the country to a small rainy town called Forksin  the two main characters were in
Washington. There she met the Cullens familyy, fell in love  love, if that word even does them
with the youngest son and her life spun out of control. justice, and Meyer made her audi-

Edward was perfect. He was handsome, caring, and  ence believe it.

intelligent, and most of all, Bella loved
Bella was perfect with her imperfections

clear from the start that he was completely taken by her. the teenage world is enthuastical-
* “Yet there was a problem. Edward was a vaimpire and Iy anticipating the release of the
Bella was human. One can immediately see the problem.  final installment in the series,
‘Through out the story line of the following books, It was real, but it wasn't. It

“New Moon” and “Eclipse,” problems were thrown at the  was sad, but it was joyous and it
young struggling couple that threatened Bella’s life and  certainly put a new face to vam-

furthermore Edward’s, since she is all he

Meyer did a phenomenal job of writing
the series which is without a doubt one of the

and Edward Cul-  ing the reader into the love-sick head of a
teenage girl.
The emotions were as real as they

acters were also due to Meyer’s witti-*

him. To Edward, After reading the books it is
and quirks. It was  not hard at all to understand why

has. pire lore.
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COURTESY OF HARPERTFIDPHY

The Princess

Diaries”
Author: Meg Cabot

|
|
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BYASTRIKA WILHELM

Everyone, wait, I mean every girl at one  of the most influential individuals of the

point in time dreams about princes,
horses, and ‘happily ever afters.’

They imagine that they were kidnapped but modern issues and quirky funny
by an evil witch, and that they are truly a  comments and scenes that permeate the

princess from a far away kingdom.

Meg Cabot’s “The Princess Diaries”
series captured and held hostage the hearts of Through the frm of a diary, the
millions of girls around the country, diving novel painted the life of Mia, and

them into the fairy tale world.

The plot was indubitably a simple and  sentence constructions, the reader

common tale.

A undiscovered beauty was hidden from  reader was made to believe that ‘Mia’
the cruelty of the popular teenage girls, the lives next door to her, maybe in the
mean girls, but suddenly she, and the rest of same classroom.
the world, discovered that she is a princess, the Meg Cabot has had acclaimed

heir to the Genovian throne.

The unsuspecting teenager received book’s release. Since then, the
a shock from her grandmother when the series have been made into two
royal family learned that the girl’s father, the  movies.
present heir to the throne, could have no more Cabot has given a sense of

children.

Her Royal Highness, Amelia Mignotte are starting to put faith in the
Grimaldi Thermopolis Renaldo, Crown Prince Charmings of the world.
Princess of Genovie had to not only deal with “The Princess Diaries”
the usual teenage problems, such as dating, series is one of the most
high school and friends but also with a whole  successful in the world for a
differnet country, thousands of miles away from  very simple reason.
her firehouse-like home in San Francisco. The ending.

Talk about pressure.

Mia’s only condolence was her best friend ~ everyone should have a
Lilly, the outspoken, liberal activist. She was the  happy ending.

only one who did not fawn over Mia who
was Now a princess, and now proban}.y one

white  world.
Yes, the plot was a bit bland,

novel helped the series become more
novel than just a ‘quick, easy read.’

through various structural usages and

felt Mia was right next to her. The

international success since the

reality to all girls. Now, people

Everything and

j O gxg say reading is boring.

COURTESY OF LITTLE, BROWN

“Maximum Ride”

Author: James Patterson

BY ALI HODGE

Just from picking up the book,
a reader could tell that James Patter-
son’s books “Maximum Ride” was not
going to be boring.

And as silly as they may seem,
one had to give them credit for be-
ing entertaining. The first book in the
trilogy, “Maximum Ride: The Angel
Experiment” started of with a teenage
girl running for her life. Everything
was at stake, her family was in danger,
the enemy was right on her back.

Then the reader was taken back
into the life of Max, a normal girl...
with wings who was fighting an or-
ganization bent on destroying them.
What can get more sci-fi than that?

As' hoaky as the story line
seemed, Patterson had a gift for pull-
ing the audience into the moment and
in light of it all, it didn't seem so bad.

Yet that didn’t matter when the
next-door neighbor asks what you are
reading and you're left to explain the
less than impressive story line.

“Maximum Ride"”was Patterson’s
first series for teens, and like a dozens

COURTESY OF DELACORTE

of his other books, they have be-
come an international phenom-
enon.

And once the reader got
past the slightly cliche storyline,
one can understand why. The
characters had amazing depth
to them. They were caring,
strong, humorous and intel-
ligent. One could only com-
plain about the lack of a love
story.

In fact, it was slightly
painful how poorly Patter-
son wrote his love scenes
being that he is clearly
an accomplished and tal-
ented writer.

Still, the series has
been highly recommended
from one hard core reader
to another.

Despite the ques-
tionable story line and
lack of deep emotion other
than' anger and strength,
the books were a good read
nevertheless and excellent
adventure.

(77 of children aged 0-14 are
.. /€ active book borrowers.

7 §§ (/.. of teenagers would rather
./ /U watch tv than read.

the age where teenagers start
losing interest in reading.

g,, v of teenagers would read
4 /¢ abook if another teen
= /% recommended it.

g

million books are
checked out of the pub-
lic libaries each year.

= Yi \Vari of teenagers say if they
) ,«’g ) knew what to read they
" " would read more books.

¥

‘% s g"‘ of teenagers read in
S.F a/ J WU/ their spare time.

INFORMATION COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.LITERACYTRUST.

PRESS, RANDOM HOUSE
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team throughout

| winning season

BY BRITTNEY MILLER

The first time Donald Jones (better known as D Jones)
picked a basketball was in the seventh grade. Most players who
receive greatness in athletics begin very early. D Jones caught
kind of late but is still unstoppable.

“Basically I grew up watching everyone around me play-
ing basketball so I wanted to play too.”

“1 like the competitive edge in basketball, but what I love
most, defense,” says D Jones.

Donald thinks that defense is the best part of basketball
because if you can shut down the offense with defense, you will
make great steals and score points.

D Jones was asked who got him inspired in basketball,
and he replied his older brother, Anthony Jones. Anthony was a
great player at Omaha Northwest about 3 years ago. He always
pushed D Jones to do the best he could at sports.

“I began to notice how talented he was in basketball and
that pushed me the most.”

“My brother inspired me,” says Donald. He even inspired

! him so much to go further in basketball past high school. He
i wants to go far,“ I just want to go as far as it will take me.”

The first home game of the season was against North.

“I was nervous. I'm on a new team and a new system. It
took me a while to adapt to my team.”

“I knew I had to step my game up,”said D Jones.

It didn't take to long though because Donald had a great
game that night.

D Jones was asked what he thought about the comparison
between CHS basketball and NWHS basketball, “ Aw man!
It’s way more intense. It’s more organized and way more com-
petitive!”

Donald does miss Northwest a lot though. But he's very

i glad he made the change to central.

“I miss Northwest basketball, but I'm glad I'm here at

- Central with a great coach and a great team.”

D jnnu has an important role on the basketball team like
anyone else there. He shows up to all practices and gives every-
day his 100% all.

“ My goal is to not only win state, but to go far with my
career in basketball.”

There is a high anticipation on the team to win state for
the third time. Like everyone else, D Jones is very excited.

When he isn't working out, practicing and shooting jump
shots, he just hangs out with his teammates. Most of the time
he’s with Ronnell Grixby or Josh Jones.

He is more determined then ever to do his very best. It’s
his last year of high school basketball then on to the next level.

“I just basically work hard on perfecting my craft, which
is basketball.”

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER

Senior Chris Griffin draws contact creating a foul early in the game against North. Griffin and other seniors came
through big late in the game making some major runs, and ended with a blowout.

75 ways to experience college life as a HuSKer

QWEST CENTER OMAHA
SUNDAY, FEB. 24, 1-4 PM

FREE ADMISSION  ROADSHOW.UNL.EDU Grade: 1
FREE LAPTOP COMPUTER to one luck

(must be present to win)

[ e

State Title

earned through
hard work and

determination

Continued from State Champs on Page 20

the players never gave up and left everything on th,
Memorial field. !

“Playmakers make plays,” Ball said. “These guys we,,
big piece of the puzzle.” {

And with most of the offensive and defensive starte, |
gone for next season, there will be a lot of wholes to fill i, ;
the line-ups. But Ball said that this team could be good
agaln

“We're going to miss those guys,” Ball said, “they'|l 5.
a big loss, but that’s high school football. We have some r,; :
good kids (returning), and now that they've had a taste of 1
Memorial Stadium, I don't think it will be hard to motiy, |
them.” !

Returning players will need to step up and play a mg, 1
role to keep the State Title in Central’s name.

To keep in shape

SPORTS |
CARDS |

At the beginning of this sport
season, the Register asked var:
ous coaches to select a player why
played a vital role on the team
or who was expected to play thef
most vital role on the team. |

The coaches chose the follow-§
ing athletes based on their role off
leading their teams to successfulf
seasons. During the year, and as
it continues, these players stepped)
up and helped each respectiv
team on to victory.

WINTER 2007
GIRLS
SWIMMING
Bonnie Comb

CHS

STUDENT
ATHLETE

Grade: 11

Codch: Meredith Kinman

Posltmn. Breast Stroke and free style )

Award s/ Recogmtmn,.

“Rather than breathing whenevcr hke bas-
ketball and football, with swimming you
have to factor in breathmg, said Cobb

Other Key Players. B:ulcy Dﬂocker (1 1)

BOYS
FOOTBALL

CHS

STUDENT
ATHLETE

SPRING 2008
GIRLS
TRACK

‘Ellen Danford

CHS

STUDENT
ATHLETE

y high school student Ccmeh; Trent Lodge

Events. Mile/ 4 x 8

FREE OLD CHICAGO PIZZA PARTY to the nigh school with the most Awards/Recognitlon- Pacoird ami Me:als

students attending

FREE T-SHIRT T0 ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! & s
SPIRIT COMPETITION - Omaha metro high school spirit squads NeBisek |

The Uinersity of Mebraska- L incoln i an equal oppor tunity educator

wiopr witha comp plan Y UNL_DUH 04 COUN. 2008 Lincoln

BOYS
WRESTLING

CHS

STUDENT
ATHLETE
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Eagles lead way with big wins

Continued from ‘3-peat’ on page 20B

Important part as seen in the State Championship last year is the =
depth of your bench. a n I n -
In a game so physical, a team needs players off the bench. Besides the 5%

Praters, returning role players Paul Simms, Josh Brunning and Deverell
Biggs will keep the rotation fresh and the opposing teams tired.

Simms came up big last year with Jones fouled out and the Bellevue the Ea Ies 2
West Thunderbirds threatening victory. T

PRESEASON

League rccord 9 3

Before the season began, the Eagles seemed to be in major jeopardy
of not having the chance of repeating.

Most of the players found summer leagues, including Josh Jones,

Wilson and T-Birds star Antione Young. The added play would benefit S . Overau reCOId 15 3
each of their games. :

But sometime during the course of the summer season, Jones
contracted a virus.

Josh Jones went down with a mysterious illness which ended up
being bacteria in his blood.

He spent several months off the court recovery from a heart surgery
that threatened not only his season, but his life.

Recovering quickly, he was able to start the first game.

But the team isn't without its fair share of injuries. Junior Doug
Knickrehm won't be seen on the court for the majority of this season
with a broken foot.

The junior forward is seen though supporting the team from the
bench. )

The hope is that Knickrehm will be able to rejoin the team towards
the beginning of the District playoffs. Knickrehm would add some more
depth and size to the team upon his return.

The Eagles began training even before the season started.

In early November the team began running. Preparing for what was
sure to be another tough season.

I. Wm perccntage. .833

i 'Ho_me‘ record:" 6'«30

: Away rccord 2~—2

I’*Ncutral court record 7 1 L

REMATCH

The past two seasons, the Eagles have met Bellevue West in the
championship game. Each time they were underdogs, and each time
they ended up victorious.

Two seasons ago, it was a sophomore powered team with leadership
coming from Kline.

This year, the team has many seniors and a big bench, so one might

think the team would be divided. R i v X ; : . =
Will there be another rematch? Another Championship? s mm“m COURTESY OF WMWW.OOM

Defense lifts Eagles past T-birds

BY PATRICK BREEN

: 'Ihreechampzonshlps? .

The sign hung from the corner of Bellevue West’s student
section.

“Are you sure you want a rematch?”

Making reference to the first meeting of the two basketball
powerhouses, the Eagles wanted to avenge their loss in the Metro
Holiday tournament.

And strong offense and overpowering defense led the
Eagles back to a win.

Guess theydid, because ini the rematch of the teams,
the seats were packed and students were turned away due to
lack of space nearly an hour and a half before the boys game
tipped-off.

The 87-80 win continues the rivalry between the
two teams. In the last two State Championship
games, the Eagles have beat the T-birds in a
hard-nose style.

This game wasn't defined on a
large offense, as the teams combined
to put up just above 20 points in the
first quarter.

As if a rematch wasn't enough
pressure on the Eagles, a plethora
of interesting people where in the
packed attendance.

Senior Josh Jones played in front
of his next year coach, Creighton Dana
Altman.

But as the game heated up,
the Eagles saw large numbers out
of several key players.

The starting seniors played a
major role in maintaining the slim
lead throughout the game.

With the chant, “He’s no
Courtney,” the Bellevue West
crowd tried to get into the senior,

" Ronnell Grixby's head.

With less than two minutes in
the game, and the Eagles with a 2-
point lead, Ronnell got the chance
to put the nail in Bellevue West’s
coffin.

With two swishes, the West
crowd went silent.

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER And the closing miiites
Driving to the hoop against Omaha North, senior Lorenzo Wilson lays a bucket in to extend th_e would be defined by tough defense
Eagles lead in the second quarter. The Eagles went on to beat the Vikings and prolonged their leading to the Eagles win.
winning streak until meeting Bellevue West in the Holiday Tournament.

Q: Did you play basketball? Where? How long?
A: Yeah, I played at Central iy mphummo
through senior year. My sophomore year I played JV and
Varsity. My junior and senior year I was on laru.n;

BY MICHELLE RIEGER

Q: How long have you been coaching at Central?
A This is my seventh year as head var sity coach and 10th

n year overall.

Q: How long did your father coach here?
A: ‘He coached lv'c'n‘sl{};_.f'ur 11 ears and was assistant
coach for seven years.

th ehrens

Q: Did playing basketball help you now as a coach?
A It gives you better understanding of the game.

Q: What does it take to win a state chal_'npio__nship? : S
A: A (ot of hard work, time to develop team chemistry and a [ittle luck.

Q: How about winnings two state championships?
A: Fach season is different. We bene fitted from winning before and the experience helped.

’ Q: What will it take to win again this year?
PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER  .‘\: Stay focused and practice hard.

Senior Josh Jones crosses over a Viking defender before making a bucket in the Eagles second
win of the season, beating Omaha North 79-54. Jones put up 15 points Q: What’s the best part of coaching?
\: The competitiveness. There are good players, but most of all they've good kids.
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Swim team looks to prepare for State run

Both of the school swimming teams at the school certainly
knows how to make 3 .

The team officially started the season with a home meet
against Omaha Burke.

Coach Meredith Kinman said her goal this year was to go
to the State meet, which will rake place during Feb. 21 through
the 23.

That goal has been accomplished as both members of the
boys and girls swimming team will swim in State.

a state swimmer is a huge honor,” junior Michael
Walsh said.

Walsh is a swimmer on the team here at central. The role he
plays most is being a free style.

[n swimming there are four different types of strokes: breast
stroke, back stroke, butterfly and freestyle.

Our team is one of the top schools to participate in swim-
ming teams among the Omaha Public School (OPS) district.
Central ranks right under Burke High school.

:am got together every day for practice from 4p.m. to
6p.m. at |

Because the school does not have a swimming pool Nor-
ris has always let the team. use their pool for practicing and for
meets.

Last year the team practiced Tuesdays and Thursday morn-
ings one hour before school started.

“It’s a great idea to practice early. If you take a look at all the

good swim teams out here, they're so good because of how much
they prac " Walsh said.

He said to participate in swimming it required a lot of dedi-
cation. Swimmers have to give both time and patience into their
daily practices.

Keeping a steady healthy diet plays a key role in s

Stz 1\,im;. out of any trouble inside and outside of school is
important as well. Different things one may do to get |n trouble

can cause the whole team a lose.

Kinman said the dedication level among the swimmers was
one of the things that could be improved, as well as making the
team and swimming one of their top priorities among extra-cir-
ricular activities.

The time commitment is the hardest part for Kinman as a
coach. She said it was hard to want to be there when some of the
S\Virﬂ Imers d()l‘l‘t want to.

Kinman said the boys team had a lot of swimmers that were
competitive and liked to race each other. She said a difference
between this year and the previous year were there were more
swimmers that wanted to be there and not just there to hang out
with friends.

The Metro meet starts 7th and lasts through the 9th. Kin-
man said the Metro meet will determine the number of swimmers
that will go to State.

The team wrapped up the regular season against Omaha
Northwest on Jan. 29.

Kim Buckley contributed to this story
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ILLUSTRATION BY ANITA HO_DG_E_

Lady Eagles look to rebound after tough start

BY

irls that graduated last y ey had been together for fou

had people coming up from the reserve and junior varsity teams that

lot,” junior Kailah Bailey, a star forward on the Central Girls Varsity Basketball team, Senior Katie McCloskey scored 13 of her 17 points as Central scored 24 points
in the first quarter, a season E'IlLll in the Eagles second victory for the seasgn.

“We blended really well, made a lot of good shots at the beginnin

explained why the ream has struggled this season.

The Lady Eagle’s 2-12 record is a stark contrast from last year's 16-6 district

qualifi

was missing for most of the season, and helped the players appreciate the feeling of

winni ng ag.n n.

,and we “Winning feels really good, since last year we went 16-6, and I definitely took it

for granted last year,” Bailey

pointers, and overall we started off really well, which gave us a good

“We're trying to improve our defense, our post-passing, and we're trying not to  the game,” Bailey said.

turn the ball over,” Bailey continued.

Last year, the team was lead by Jasmine Johnson, who i rrently at the Univer-  to avenge a l¢

The team felt relieved that another win finally came, and that they h.ld a thﬂ.ll{_c

home against Northwest two years ago, Bailey

sity nt Houston on a lhl\I\l thall uhnldrnh:p th\ 11}‘!\(_1’ number one ranked Bullu. ue victory motivates the team in practice and gives hope to all the pl

in years.

rall improvement has been a big goal for the team, said B:
sles are back on the right track.

The Eagles lost five seniors, including Johnson, and took a major hit this year, as

most of [hL! starters are LlTIdt‘I'L’l'.i‘*:illlL‘]L

“They have some experience from sitting the bench at times on varsity last year, )
and that was a reason for some of our bad play, .':al'lutiu]i_\' early in the y ar,” Bai 2y tournament berth out of the picture, the pressure to make it to state

said

As of January 29th, they had compiled two wins, one of which came against

inst Omaha Marian at Marian on
.a-Vista in February.

the desire to win still is.
“Coming up, since we've been p

previously winless Omaha Northwest. The win ended a seven game losing streak that  expect us to continue to improve,” Bailey

began after the team’s first victory over Lincoln North Star.

But even with the less than perfect record, the Eagles are showing signs of steady  ing to next

improvement.

‘The recent win over Northwest helped get back some of the confidence the team

Above: Junior Kailah Bailey falls to the floor of exhaust after a no-call foul during the North game.
are seeing. Right: Isabel Benjamin-Alvarado blocks a Omaha North defender from making a lay-

Even with a young team .md an 1mpmung squad, the Lady Eagles are not look-
ant to finish the season the right way and learn

from this

ushion to start

isn't there, but

so long, I see more wins and

“We don't want to finish the year on a bad note. We want to win.”

PHOTOS BY PATRICK BREEN/REGISTER ui

After a successful season last year, led by graduated senior Jasmine Johnson, the Lady Eagles
up. Strong defense hopes to jump-start the end of the season.
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\ powerful start gives the Eagles wrestling team a great chance to send some repeat performers back to the State Tournament. Coach Jimmie Foster is impressed with the start of the season. While'
he team had to deal with one of the co-captains, Sam Almazan, due to a shoulder injury and surgery, the team has managed to have a winning record of 7-1. Next year looks promising as several

eshmen are stepping up and the team will not be losing any members as there are no seniors on the team.

A force to wrestle with

As the wrestling team is in the middle of the season, the team is motivated
with the hope to qualify for State. Hard work has led to a 7-1 season, and
the team has many wrestlers that will be returning next year.

BY KIM BUC f

Even during practice, the Varsity wrestling team takes everything they have to

1at.

“To me, (wrestling is) one of the best things in the world,” junior Sam Almazan
aid,

Almazan started wrestling in middle school and attended wrestling summer
imps hefore coming to Central.

The team practices for two hours every day. Coach Jimmie Foster said the goal is
'get the team better with every performance.

He said the strongest part of the team is the work ethic the wrestlers have

Foster said his personal goal is to have a better showing at the State Tournament
1d he would like to have some state medalists and champions.
" “We've (the team) got to begmore confident in ourselves and our abilities,” he
el 1
vare for the upwmmg State Tournament, which will take place during

To pr
»ster said the team is just trying to continue doing what the team has

b 14- 16,
ten doing the entire season.

Junior Zack Andre has been wrestling since the beginning of sophomore year.
ndre got into wrestling because it was something to do and his father wanted him
|I‘.) tr

He said wrestling has taught him maturity because he’s matured a lot since
ning the team.

re said wrestling also motivates and drives him.

For Almazan, one of the co-captains of the team, the hardest part of the

45 not being able to wrestle in the beginning part because of a shoulder injury, which
(W '_lI ‘.ur}:cnr

Last year, when Almazan was wrestling, his shoulder popped out of its socket.
Vhile at w restling camp in the summer, Almazan said the shoulder started getting
orse, and would pop out and slide out of place.

He said at it started getting to the point where it would slip out once every day,

got so bad that it would slip out four or five times a day.

He said not being able to wrestle was horrible because he wanted to wrestle with
the team and he felt that he wasn't doing anything. The first match he was in this
season, Almazan said, was tough because he had to get used to wrestling again.

He said he felt he did well in his first match, and has been doing well ever
since.

Foster said at the beginning of the season the team was still trying to find its
identity, but when Almazan returned to the te 8%

'The best part of the season for Andre was 1,Ltrmg qu.\thd for State.
said the best part of the season was the fact that the team was doing well.

Foster said for him the best part of this season was spending time with young
men who look forward to working hard.

Senior Carli Culijat is one of the varsity managers of the wrestling team.

“T've wanted to do it for three years and this year I've been able to do it,” Culijat
said.

Culijat’s cousins are wrestlers and she didn't know all of the details of wrestling
before becoming a manager. She said as she learns more about wrestling, she loves
the sport.

Her job consists of taking care of the mats and mopping them, keeping the
scores and times of the matches, write down the statistics and filling out the brackets
during matches.

One of the things the builds the team chemistry are the nicknames given to
the wrestlers. Foster said it helps with the team chemistry because once you get 2
nickname, pretty soon you try to live up to it.

He also hosts video game tournaments at his house to build the team chemistry.
During practice the team also does bonding activities

Andre credits coach Foster for giving the team chemistry.

“He pushes us hard every day,” Andre said.

Foster said the biggest thing that bonds the team together is the wrestling
itself.

The hardest part of being a manager, Culijat said, was seeing the wrestlers
through their struggles and not having that opportunity to win. She said the wrestlers
work hard and when it doesn't always result in a win, it’s hard.

se the team is 7-1, it shows that the hard work the wrestlers h;wl;,:
done has paid off. i
Foster said he believ

by the three returning state qualifiers.
Foster said the hardest part about coaching the wrestling team was reining in th

work ethic of the team of the team because the wrestlers would probably ()\-.n\ork_

the record was achieved through the leadership dh.pla\td..

themselves.
Foster said that off of the mat, he wants the members of the team to be pmdtumt
members of society. :
On the mats he said he wants the team to be aggressive because that is huwi
are won, .
e want constant, controlled aggre
He said during the practice the wrestlers don't -«tnp moving for two hours untlL

matche

the practice is over. .
Foster said he knew that ever since he was a wrestler at the age of 14, he wanted:
to coach it. ;
One of the things that was different for Andre this year was he dropped a \un,ht:'
class. Last year he was in the 120 weight class and this year he is in the 103 class.
Andre said this has made a difference in his performance and said he seems to be:
winning more matches. :
While none of the wrestlers on the team this year ar
wasn't affected the team because the wrestlers are hard workers no matter what L‘l‘ddt

-niors. Foster said it

" Almazan said that there arc a couple of freshmen who he felt were competing at
the Varsity level and doing well. He said there was a freshmen that was leading on the;
stats bos ml and some that qualified for State. ) -'
“They (the freshmen) will contribute leadership and they will continue to!

work hard to impress on the coming wrestlers the kind of work ethic needed to be

successful,” Foster said.
Culijat said the hardest part of learning to be a manager for the team was
learning the traditions, as well as all of the inside jokes and knowledge the wrestling

team has. .
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NATIONAL PACEMAKER AWARD WIN
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For the first time in 23 years, the Eagles football team took home the State Title. With it, Central is 6ne of the first schools to hold three State Titles; track, basketball and football, at the same time¢
The Eagles finished the season 11-2, with a interception that ended the Millard North Mustangs quest for a title. The teams senior leadership led to the explosive wins in the State Tourney.

State Football title creates a triple crown

BY PATRICK BREEN

“We are State Champions,” head coach Jay Ball said, “and let me tell you, its a
‘That kind of feeling is only generated by hard work and

feeling you can't describe.
commitment.”

Capping off one of the best seasons in the last century, the Eagles followed
ing to the first State Title in football since 1984.
The team held uH a powerful Millard North oftense to win with the moto, *

senior leadership and strong cox

the Job.”
“Our defense played well the whole pla__\'nﬁ'ﬁ," Ball said.
there and hung in there and made the pl:
With less than a minute left in th
intercepted the ball that ended Mi
Eagles 26-21 lead and the St tle.

s that they had to.”

It was a big night for Griffin playing in his final high school football game. He
threw for three touchdowns, and went without a vital error like an interception or a

fumble.
One of the t
plan was a crossi

“They

p attern to free up senior wideout Shane Prater.

Eagles winning big, looking t three-peat

BY PATRICK BREEN

Its tough to win a State Championship. It took the football team
23 years to repeat the task.
The basketball team on the other hand, is looking for their first

championship since 12 months before. And then 12 months before that.

Yes, its hard to win a championship. A team has to endure the tests
of the other teams, the injuries and the hardships of transferred players
and graduated seniors.

Now, imagine trying to do it consecutively.

Three times.

That is the g
championship in as

But with a 15-3 start the l agles, ranked sixth in the State, prepare
for another run at glory.

s year's Boys Basketball team. Win a third

Two months before the season started, the team wasn't so sure of its
future.

Junior foward Doug Knickrehm broke his ankle, and a mysterious
illness befell star Creighton recruit Josh Jones. The illness would later be
discovered to be bacteria in his blood and a heart surgery was necessary.

“Our defense hung in

i ior cornerback Chris Griffin
lard North's chance at a comeback, securing the

t plays was on a third-and-12 on the Eagles first drive. The

rere playing man-to-man and crossing routes work well on those,” Ball
said. “We were hoping to isolate Shane and maybe cross up their coverage.”

But it wasn't the lowa recruit that caught the ball, instead the route opened up

senior tight-end Ryan Steffen.

would never be relinquished.

them in great scoring position.

inish ‘This time he would hook-up with Shane Prater.

For his second touchdown of the game, Griffin through a floater over a

Mustang defender into the hands of Prater for a 28- yard score.

The play of three-year starting quarnri\uk Griffin was quite evident. He
dmpmmhlp Ball said.

played amazing, giving the Eagles a State
“Chris is tht best quarterback in the state,” Ball said.
feet and his arm.”

pla\oﬁq

On a first half drive, senior tailback Ronnell Grixby caught a pass from Griffin
and took it to the outside before breaking a tackle and flipping into the endzone.
Millard North didn't give up, scoring its points in the second half to close the

gap.
“They’re a great football team,” Ball said.

The team brought in Northwest transfer Donald Jones md had lost
graduated seniors Ben Kline and Alex Deleon.

So how could a team with so much adversity fair so well> Hard
work and determination,

Jones wasn't expected to start the season. Well he did. And not
only that, he started well. Returning to form, Jones put up a Central
record 11 3-point field goals and 41-points.

Returning players lead this experienced team back to dominating on
thL court.

Seniors Josh Jones, Ronnell Grixby, Chris Griffin and Lorenzo
Wilson all return from the championship team last year in hopes of
bringing home another one.

Wilson plays center, and

The new addition of the other Jones (Donald Jones) has added
speed and size to the team.

And the team starts to football stand-outs that are providing as big
an impact on the court as they did on the field.

Seniors Grixby and Griffin both return this year to start at the guard
position and add a State Championship Football Trophy to their resume.

Continued to ‘3-Peat’ on Page 17B

“They left Ryan wide open,” Ball said, “and he just took it to the endzone.”
‘The quick 66-yard score gave initial momentum to the Eagles, and the lead

On the Mustangs following drive, a forced fumble recovered by the Eagles left

“He makes plays with his

The athleticism of the Eagles offense and defense was shown throughout the

The Mustangs were playing without their starting quarterback instead r
on back-up which the “Grape Crush” defense preyed on.

But the Nebraska recruit, Sean Fisher wasn't going to allow the Eagles |
them on the ground. As a running back, Fisher put up 198 rushing vards overs
Eagles defense on 44 attempts.

Ball said that he showed his running power and why he was a strong D
recruit, but said that the defense played tough.

“We weren't giving up any casy yards,” Ball said.

And the seniors made sure of that. .

The nine offensive starting seniors included three lineman; Matt Woster,
Kincaid and Jonathon Butler, who played against a Millard North defensive
averaging 280lbs. The line held for enough time to see big plays come from ther
big-play oftense.

And defensively, the Eagles seven seniors wore-down the Millard N

se. The second-half belonged to the Mustangs offense, who maintain
possession of the ball for three-fourths of the time-of-possession (TOP) witl
minutes.

Central’s oftense only held it for only seven minutes,

Even though the defense, led by the seniors couldn'’t stop a powerful otfens

Continued to ‘3-Peat’ on Page 168
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PHOTO BY PATRICK BREEN/REGIST ‘
Senior Josh Jones crosses-over a North defender before driving to the baske }_ inug
The Eagles varsity team eyes its third straight championship, with a 14-3 sta'f
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