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BENSON 
The staff of Benson's paper 

tried to handle a tough topic. 
Did they succeed, or did it flop? 

'SPIDER-MAN 3' 
The third and final chapter in the 

'Spider-Man' series packs a lot of 

action into over two hours. 

TRACK 

PHONE: (402) 557-3357 

FAX: (402) 557-3339 

EMAIL: central.Journallsm@ops.org 

124 N. 20th Street 

Omaha, NE 68102 

Senior Stanley Smith and the rest of 

the boys track team look to win big at 

. State for the first time in 18 years. 
OPINION, PAGE 6 ARTS, PAGEl SPORTS, PAGE 11 

THE MAJORI 
FEELING THREATENED: 
mOENTS ON THE LOCAL AND 

NAnONAlLEVELCONFRONT 

SAFm CONCERNS 

Just over 20 percent of students attended classes on April 25. The cause was a bomb threat 

spray-painted on the school and stadium which turned out to be a prank. How did the 

administration's handling of the problem influence the students? 

• AprIl 16. 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and University 

student Seugh-Hui Cho goes on a rampage 

across his campus, killing college students 

and teachers alike by locking them into 

rooms and shooting them. The activities of 

Cho, an English major. closed the school for 

a week while authorities investigated and 

students returned home to be with their 

families. With a total of 33 dead, including 

the perpetrator, this was the worst shooting 

in American history. 

BY BOB AL-GREENE 

On Thes. April 24, students at Ralston Middle School were alerted of 

two threatening notes which were found. 

Two hundred students stayed home. 

On the morning of Wed. April 25, Central students arriving by way 

of the staff parking lot walked by the stadium and garage where the night 

before someone had spray-painted a definite threat of a bomb to go off at 

9 in the morning. 

Two thousand students stayed home. 

Principal Greg Emmel said Central had a 78 percent absent rate that 

day thanks to the threat, which was very clear about its meaning. 

"'Boom;" Emmel said. '''We're going to blow you up: 'lhat kind of 

thing:' 

Emmel said at 5 that morning he was awakened by a call from Howard 

Smith , the operation manager at TAC. 

Apparently the first custodian to arrive that day had seen the graffiti. 

Emmel said his first thought was that he had to get to school. 

"Fortunately, the police were on the scene very early:' he said. 

Once the few staff members who were in the building were evacuated, 

Emmel said, police entered and searched the building, checking security 

and doing a visual check of the first floor and the basement for any sign of 

a break-in. There was no such sign. 

"I felt, 'Okay, we know the inside of the building is safe:" Emmel said. 

He said the only way then that the bomb threat could be carried out 

d'1'ferf a 'Sfudel1CDrouglif in a device, so the nexntep would be to do 

quick bag searches at the door. 

All doors except those at the west entrance were locked and students' 

bags were checked at the doors. 

He said the searches were entirely his idea and were only of purses and 

bags. He said students weren't patted down or told to empty their pockets. 

"It was more like a check;' he said. "Not as much of a thorough 

search:' 

Sophomore Jose Cardenas said he heard about the bomb threat before 

he arrived at school from one of his friends, and thought his friend was just 

joking around. 

He said though he was planning to go home, he had still gone through 

the security check. He said the pockets of his hoodie were searched along 

with his bag. 

"It's a safety precaution;' Cardenas said. "It's what they have to do. 

Doesn't hurt to be safe." 

Emmel said among others, Vice Principal Ed Bennett, counselor Ron 

Moore and security aides Herb Welling and Russ Lane helped with the 

checks. 

Bennett said he didn't hear about the threat until he was on his way to 

school and got a call from another staff member. 

He said as always, his first thought was only for the safety of the 

students and wondered about the security of the school. 

"'Is it real?'" he said he wondered. '''Has anyone checked it out?'" 

He said Emmel asked him to assist with the bag checks at the door. 

"I thought it was an excellent idea;' he said. 

He said it was of course a good way to keep people from bringing 

things in. 

"We had no choice," he said. 

Bennett said no students whose bags he checked appeared upset by it. 

and a few of them even said thank you. 

He said other staff members had students thank them as well. 

"They wanted to be safe, too;' Bennett said. "They were going to be 

safer." 

"Once I got here;' Emmel said, "Once I talked with everybody, it 

Continued to Bomb TlIraat on Page 4 
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Vice Principal Ed Bennett looks In the bag of a student at the West Entrance, the only open doors In the building 

on the morning of the threat. Principal Greg Emmel said he knew almost right away the bomb threat, which 

came Just nine days after the shooting at Virginia Tech, was a prank, but most of the students In the school 

were absent anyway. 

• AprIl 24. 

After two troubling notes are found. 40 

percent of the students at Ralston Middle 

School go home for the day. roughly 200 out 

of 5 I I students. A day later. roughly 10 times 

as many students will disappear from the 

halls of Central. 

• AprIl 25. 

Papillion-LaVista High Schools report four 

different threats of violence in the days after 

the shootings at Virginia Tech. One student 

is arrested for making terroristic threats to 

students and teachers , allegedly claiming he 

would create another Virginia Tech incident. 

Another student is arrested for responding 

angrily to other students' harassment. In both 

cases, students denied meaning what they 

said. 

• AprIl 25. 
Seventy-eight percent of Central students do 

not attend classes today after bomb threats 

are discovered on Seemann Stadium, a van 

and on the garage doors of the school. 

.Aprtl27. 

Graffiti and violent rumors.push officials to 

take strong precautions at Chilliwack Middle 

School in British Columbia. Officials called 

off school and took even more security 

precautions. A week and a had half passed 

after the Virginia Tech shooting. 

• AprIl 27. 

In Zephyr Hills. Fla., a teenager is arrested 

on an unrelated outstanding warrant when 

he threatens to mimic the Virginia Tech 

shooting at the school prom. The dance 

is delayed while officials invest igate. The 

principal of the school says the student did 

not even attend the school. His ex-girlfriend, 
however, was a senior there. 

• ...,4. 
Aaron Steele, 17. is arrested at a Charlotte, 

N.C. high school after threatening to ~s talk 

from classroom to classroom" with a gun. 

Steele had previously sent violent and 

troubled e-mails to his friend at another 

high school. That friend reported Steele to . 

the authorities. and Steele was charged withl 

illegal possession of a gun. 

....,4. 
A high school student in Silverdale, Wash. is 

expelled after threatening one of his teachers 

with a Virginia Tech-like event. After an 

invesligation. it is discovered the student was 

simply angry because he was failing his math 

class. He is expelled nonetheless. 

IIIlFOGRAPlllC .Y ALlIIOIIIfIIIEGISTBI 

IlFORMATION COURnSY OF IIETY.COM 

rofessor shares experiences, knowledge of Cuban dictator Castro 
BYAU HODGE 

"To me, it (Cuba) is an endless source of fascination:' said University of Nebraska­

professor Jonathan Benjamin-Alvarado. "I just marvel at how resilient the 

people have been through this. To get a sense of how they live and how they 

is fascinating:' 

Benjamin-Alvarado is one of only a few individuals in the United States who has 

and has spent time with Cuba's long-time leader, Fidel Castro, because of hi s 

concerning Cuba's electricity and power supply. 

He has visited the country, which is closed to Americans, many times for research 

has developed a strong love for the people, the country and his work there. 

Benjamin-Alvarado spoke to Michelle Pliess' honors geography classes in early 

He shared with the classes general information on Cuba as well as political and 

knowledge. 

He also spoke about the time when he and his team of researchers from 

ngton were guests in the home of Fidel Castro. 

Benjamin -Alvarado's daughter, Isabel. who is a sophomore. said she thinks her 

dad's presentat ion to the students was a good opportunity for them to learn more 

about a Latino culture. 

") think they're really fortu nate to hear my dad and share his knowledge;' she 

said. She's glad that this information about Cuba can be to ld to students other then 

those who attend the university. 

Isabel said she feels the students will get a lot from her fath er 's presentation, 

especia ll y since he is only one of about 10 Americans who are allowed to visit Castro. 

Her father has traveled to Cuba many tim es, putting him self in a potentia lly 

dangerous posit io n each time now that he has contact wit h the man so many have 

grow n to hate. 

''I've never worried about him;' she said. " ) went down there the summer before 

sixth grade and) felt completely safe." 

Her father has writt en two books abo ut Cuba and its power supply and has stayed 

in Cuba many times. at longest a mo nth. 

His books. "Power to th e People" and "Cuba's Energy Fut ure" deal strictly with 

Cuba developing nuclear and other forms of energy. Both of which, he said deal with 

issues the United States is dealing with. 

The books and the research have gotten her father nation-wide attention. 

'Tm known as onc of the top experts in this area:' he said. "I think it (energy) is 

the most important issue we have as humans:' . 

He has received funding fo r research from both the Ford Foundation and the 

McArthur Foundation, money with which he is free to do anything relating to his 

work. 

In 1996, Cuba gave him permission to access any information in the country he 

wanted. 

With the help of both governments, he can now commute directly between the 

two countries , something any other American cannot do since borders are supposed 

to be closed. 

Benjami n-Alvarado became interested in Cuba when he was in his 30s and 
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~ School groups 

:come together 

to clean city 
BY MAX L.\RSON 

Downtown Cleanup featured 

a slightly larger number of students 

: than last year, around 160 in total, 

: and included several of the school's 

various organizations, coordinator Vicki 

Den iston Reed said. 

Deniston Reed, who has been 

, involved with the cleanup for 10 

. years, said this was her first year as its 

coordinator. 

She said the cleanup has been 

: working with Downtown Omaha Inc. for 

. )4 years. It began as a volunteer morning 

:to help demonstrate an interest in the 

• neighborhood. 

The cleanup spanned an area from 

24th to 10th streets, and from Burt to 

Leavenworth. 

Deniston Reed said it was definitely 

a Central community effort, and she 

was very happy with that. Groups that 

participated included National Honors 

Society. Jean Whitten's honors biology 

classes, Art Club, French Club, ROTC, 

AcaDeca, Minority Scholars, Fine Lines 

and Sc ience Club. 

"National Honors Society is always 

the biggest group;' she said. 

She said the cleanup also involved 

other aspects of the community. 

Downtown Omaha, Inc. provided 

trolley cars to transport students to the 

cleanup destinations and back to Central 

afterwa rd s and sacks to place the garbage 

into. 

The local carpenter's union provided 

trucks and labor to pick up the trash 

sacks. 

She said Parents Educators Pupils 

(PEP) also treated the students to free 

donuts and juice beforehand and pizza 

and soda afterwards. 

Deniston Reed said being a part 

of the cleanup was a good idea because 

many Central students catch buses and 

patronize downtown businesses after 

school. 

Helping to clean the downtown area 

offers an outlet for contribution to these 

services. 

She said the cleanup promoted good 

relations with the neighborhood. 

"It's a nice gesture back to the 

community;' Deniston Reed said. 

FEA helps out 

~t activity on 

~reighton field 
BY Cl.A1RE I.ANGDON 

Future Educators of America (FEA) 

look a fie ld trip down to the Creighton 

:University soccer field . 

• Sponsor Robin Hanus said there 

:,vere 10 Central students who helped in 

~ everal different activities. 

She said around 9:30 buses filled 

: ~ith Pre-K through grade six children 

Jrom Kellom Academy unloaded. 

• Each Central student was paired 

. ' 
HANUS , . 

:were set up on the field. 

up with a class 

to assist the 

teachers. 

Hanus said 

there were at 

least 200 kids 

there. 

"But there 

could have been 

500 for all I 

know;' she said . 

She said 22 

different stations 

Each station was a fun game, 

:whether it be tug-of-war or relay races, 

:that the kids would travel around and 

;rlay. 

• She said one of her girls became 

:soaking wet after a pre-planned water 

:fight. 

: . Hanus said the Central students 

~ tuck with the class they were assigned to 

:w the beginning of the day as they went 

to every station. 

She said they grilled out on the 

. field and the Central students were 

'served a free lunch and given a chance 

:to reminisce on their old field days when 

;they were in elementary school. 

She said by the end of the day all of 

:the students were exhausted. 

In fac t, next year Hanus said she 

:plans to bring lemonade and cookies for 

:her students for all the hard work they 

:put in. 

"It was a nice thing to do in the 

:spring time;' Hanus said. 

, She said opportunities like this give 

;students a chance to recognize if working 

:with younger children is what they want 

:to do. 

Some students realized they would 

:much rather teach at an older grade level 

:because of this field trip. 

: She also said some students also 

:realized they just do not want to work 

:with kids in any capacity. 

, Next year, Hanus said, she would 

:Iike to get many more students involved 

;so that FEA can help out with different 

~ kindergarten rou nd -ups. 
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PHOTO BY PATRICK O'MAllEY' RE6ISTER 

Eric Smith takes down the flight simulator the Navy had set up for physical education, physics and JROTC classes after H had bean up In front of 
Seemann Stadium May 1. The Navy recruHers came to Central as part of Omaha's Navy week. 

NAVY recruiters bring flight simulator 
BY PATRICK O'MALLEY 

Being jostled and thrown around in a Navy flight simulator was how many 

students and faculty members spent their day in early May. 

The ride was a five minute flight simulating what it would be like to fly with 

a the Navy Blue Angels. 

At some points in the demonstration, the wings of your neighboring pilot 

would only be a couple feet away. 

Mayor Mike Fahey declared the first week in May Navy week in Omaha. 

"My job is to bring Navy into the Heartland;' Navy Officer of Community 

Outreach Robin Nelson said. 

Nelson said many activities at schools around town hosted activities during 

Navy week. 

Along with that, the Navy band performed at an Omaha Royals game and an 

annual air show was held at Offutt Air Force Base. 

The Defenders of Freedom air show was cancelled this year. 

"We had such a warm welcome in Omaha last year we thought we'd come 

back;' Nelson said . 

Gary Mason, a Navy recruiter for Central, said he thought the week truly did 

create more Navy awareness in the community. 

He said the reaction he received from the school was very positive as well. 

"Mason was giving a presentation to one of my classes and he mentioned it;' 

Lt. Col. Mike Melvin said. 

He said the JROTC department does not let recruiters into the schools to 

pitch their service and the JROTC department did not have a part in any Navy 

activities outside of the school. 

"They are allowed to talk about opportunity and college;' Melvin said. "They 

are not allowed to recruit:' 

They were not allowed to take down any names and numbers of students 

unless they were interested and contacted them. 

"They don't really get the opportunity so it gives them more of an introduction;' 

UPCOMING 
ay 

17 Seniors' last day of school 

Melvin said . 

Melvin said principal Greg Emmel did not have any problems with having the 

simulator in the parking lot. 

"It was a real surprise;' Melvin said. 

He said he did not expect Mason to show up with it on Monday. He said they 

planned it for a later date, but he showed up with it early. 

. ' ,.;\;I,e ~il id he wanted illl .of his classes to have the opportunity to ride it as 

~ ~ tras physical educa'tion ind physics classes, but was 110t able tol1ecause 'of its 

u~e x' pected arrival. 

The ride was also opened to any faculty members who were interested. 

In the middle of the afternoon, th e fl ight simulator overheated and never 

worked the same. 

The maintenance had not been kept up over the past few years. 

''I'm fascin ated with flight;' senior Zach Pope said. "I really liked the 

recruiter." 

Pope said he has wanted to fly ever since he was a toddler and considered the 

Navy, but ended up joining the Marines. 

He said he was considering flying jets with the Marines and leaves for training 

June 25. 

He said he helped a family friend fly a Cessna 185 jet to Plattsmouth and 

enjoyed the experience of being in the air. 

He said he felt the take -off and the landing were the most accurate parts of 

the video because the ride was not able to realistically re-enact the intensity of 

flying in the air with a Blue Angel. 

There were two rows of seating and bars to hold onto while being rocked back 

and for th. 

The jets flipped over and went in circles and th e simulator was only able to jolt 

and rock the rider side to side and up and down. 

He said he had to wait in a big line for about 20 minutes during his sixth 

period lunch hour. They were waiting beca use they were looking at what was 

wrong with the simulator after it overheated. 

Seniors, be sure to check the final exam schedule and make sure you have all your requirements to graduate. Check in wi th the counselors if you have any 
questions. 

23 Graduation 
Graduat ion will be held for seniors, their families and friends at the Civic Auditorium at 7 p.m . Seniors, be sure to buy the ti ckets fo r your guests ahead of time 

as seats run out quickly. ' 

23-25 Finals for freshmen, sophomores, juniors 

Finals will be held the last three days of school for all underclassmen. Check with teachers for the schedule of exams. 

25 Last day of school for underclassmen 

Fourth quarter and second semester end today. Students will be out for the summer and will resum e school agai n in September. 

June 
6 Summer school begins 

. Summer school begins for those students, both underclassmen and seniors, who need to make up credits in order to graduate. If any student is interested 
111 taking summer school and wants more information, see an administrator. 

Augus'l 
23 Freshmen's first day of school 

. To make the freshmen feel mor~ comfortable in a school much larger then their middle school, freshmen are required to attend school a day earlier to 
faml li an ze themselves WIth the bUlld1l1g before the upperclassmen arrive the next day. 

24 Upperclassmen's first day of school 

Welcome to the 2007-2008 school year. Upperclassmen. come your first day prepared, awake and ready to listen to instructions in o rder to receive your 
schedule. The first day falls on the 24th and students are expected to be at school at 7:45 in the morning as lIsual. 

25 First home football game 

Students look forward to this game for months. Especially since it's against North. The game will be the day after school starts and will be held at Central's 
Seemann StadIUm. 

CHEETACI 

raises attenti 

and awarene 
BY PATRICK BREEN 

"Whatever love you give to 

sponsor Cat Kennedy said . "You 

hundred-fold in return:' 

Central's Education for the 

Treatment of Animals (CHEETA) 

sponsor knows 

the meaning of 

animals in her 

life as she has 

seven living in 

her house. 

"I 

four cats 

three dogs," she 

said. 

And she 

and her club are 

trying to share 

that love for animals 

schooL 

Two weeks after traveling 

making donations to the "No Kill 

the CHEETA members sponsored 

Kind to Animal Week;'wh ich lasted 

Tues. May 8 through Fri. May 12. 

The goal of the week was to 

awareness about animals. 

"We wanted to ... show people 

much they (animals) enrich your 

she said. 

Kennedy started the club and 

week six years ago, and has 

to keep it going because of 

involvement. 

"I'm a life-long animal lover: ' 

said. 

Members hope by raising 

people will treat animals with a 

more love and respect. 

After the "Be Kind to An imals 

the CHEETA club will be I 

overnight trip at the Henry Doorly 

Seniors earn 

national hon 

through work 
BY PArRI CK BREEI\ 

Hard work. determination 

effort can lead to some great th ings. 

1his . year ~en tral has seen 
more 0 ISS: · den s Jiecome 

Merit Semi-finalists. 

Even more impressive and a 

to those students is the fact that 

three have become finali sts in one of ' 

nation's most prestigious awards. 

"It was pretty cool;' sa id 

Karima Al-Absy, who qualified for 

award. 

Four years of hard work at 

had paid off for the students. 

When looking into their 

during their senior years, one will 

diverse amount of classes, but a 

thread in all. 
They all have honors and ad . 

placement classes throughout the da~ ·. 

Al-Absy and fellow seniors 

Kennedy and Aimee Koenig becal11e 

most recent in a long list of students 

had achieved this honor. 

The students had to aero l I 

several things even before 

considered for this honor. 

Besides the obvious fact 

students have to be seniors, AI-Absy.· 

seniors must have scored well on ' 

preliminary test. 

"First you have to get a good 

on the PSA T:' she said. "Then if you 

well enough, you fill out an aVL>lI L ' ll IU," 

From there. the students had to 

in a personal essay, and the principal 

to write a letter of recommendation. 

AI -Absy said they found out 

October they were semi-finalists and 

took over two more months before 

students found out all three qualified ' 

the finalist in the national competit ion 

All three received t: 

Scholarships to the University 

Nebraska·Lincoln (UNL), or U 

of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO). 

Although Al-Absy said she 

going to either UNL or UNO, c 

to go to Creighton instead, she liked 

recognition. 

"Hard work;' she said, "and 

you take the test (PSAT), take some I 

from a review book:' 
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School Bus Drivers Needed for laidlaw 
Wages starting at $13.13 an hQur 

1804 Paul SI. 
Omaha, NE 68102 

341.6799 

Apply at: 

3333 Keystone Dr 
Omaha, NE 68134 

572.6160 

14001 LSI. 
Omaha, NE 68137 

896.0142 

NEWS THE REGISTER 3A 

Chlamydia and 
G'o'norrhea rates 

in Douglas County 
are nearly two 

times higher than 
the national rates. 

\ • .J i •• ' J I~ J' •• Ii' .. t • 

~ 

333-5570 "litU~ 11212 Chicago Cir 

Music, Videos, Gifts, Stationery, Books & Bibles 

Bring in this Coupon for 200/a off 
Any single non-sale item· 

We Have The Christmas Gifts You Need! 

Valid thru 12/13/07 ·some exceptions apply 
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Sophomore gains 

honors for WWII 

film at History Day 
BY AU HODGE 

Going into a state history competition humbly, not 

expecting anything, sophomore Michael Walsh was honored 

for his award-winning documentary about the World War II 

battle of Iwo Jima. 

The documentary, "Courage, Carnage, and Conquest: 

The Bloody Battle of Iwo Jima;' won second place at the 

Nebraska History Day Competition and now has qualified 

to go on to Nationals in Washington, D.C. this summer. 

"It's fun to put something together that will challenge 

others and be entertaining as well," Walsh said. 

Walsh said he decided to make a documentary because 

he has done them in the past and he enjoys projects dealing 

with film making. 

This was not the first time he had been recognized for 

his hard work at research and film making. 

He qualified to go to Nationals in the same competition 

in his middle school years. 

In seventh grade, Walsh made a documentary on 

the evolution of technology and in eighth grade he did 

another on John F. Ke'nnedy and his communications. Both 

documentaries placed in the competitions. 

"He's_ an excellent student. He's hard working," said 

Walsh's advanced placement (AP) US. History teacher, Scott 

Wilson. "And he has a real interest in film-making:' 

Wilson said normally he wouldn't let sophomores take 

AP US. History. 

"Usually we like the students to have more experience 

in social studies and English," he said. 

However, he made an exception for Walsh and a few 

other sophomores who have shown exemplary skills in both 

subjects and as students all together. 

The documentary that won second place at the 

competition was a companion to a project Walsh had 

already been working on for Wilson's class, the big end of 

the year project in which each student would do a lengthy 

presentation on a Central graduate who had died in World 

War II. 

In Walsh's case, his veteran had died during the island 

battle of Iwo Jima. 

So Walsh worked off of information he had already 

gathered and after a year, he managed to create an award­

winning documentary. 

Wilson and others who have seen the documentary 

said it is very thorough, professional and impressive. 

They said it demonstrates a talent in the art of film 

production and uses many different medias to recreate the 

battle. 

Walsh said he used photos from professional sources 

on the Internet and film clippings from History Channel 

specials on Iwo fima. 

As sources in the documentary, Walsh tracked down 

two experts on the battle of Iwo Jima through publishers 

of books they had written on the subject and schools they 

had attended. 

Walsh interviewed Major Robert Burell, a marine and 

. a student of this specific battle. 

Walsh said he found out about him because he was one 

of the only people who has published a very detailed account 

of the battle, complete with the most detailed bibliography 

said to exist on this topic. 

Burell was also an active Marine, something Walsh 

said made his opinions of the battle different from another 

person in another branch of the military. 

Walsh followed Burell through the Internet and 

contacts at Annapolis through e-mail, only to find out he 

was living on duty in Okinawa, Japan. 

Walsh contacted Burell and set up a phone interview, 

which proved to be harder than it sounded due to the 

extreme time difference. 

"I was really nervous;' Walsh said. 

But Burell turned out to be very interesting, kind and 

obviously had a lot to say about the topic. 

For the interview, Walsh called Burell overseas in 

Okinawa. However, for the documentary, he asked Burell to 

videotape himself. 

The entire process took Walsh his sophomore year 

to construct with the information, the photos, the video 

clips, the interviews and finally putting it together. Wilson 

said Walsh entered his documentary into the senior (high 

school-age students) individual documentary category. 

Walsh said he had to present his documentary at the 

state competition and found out later that day around 3:30 

he had won second place. 

He said during the competition, he was in constant 

contact with Wilson through text messaging. Wilson was 

out of town at the time, but Walsh attended nevertheless and 

gave his presentation as well. 

When he finally learned he had won second place, he 

said he was shocked. 

"I was very happy," he said. "I went into it not expecting 

anything." 

Walsh said he can't wait to go to Washington, D.C. 
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PHOTOS BY PATRICK BREENI 

1. Security aide Mike McWhorter checks the bag of a student entering the building that morning after the bomb threat was found. 2. Sophomore Bailey Dllocker, 

Lindy Dllocker and sophomore Haleigh Tomasek allow a camera man from News Channel 7 to film them for that morning's news. 3. The word "BOOM" as well as 

vulgar and threatening messages were written on the walls of Seemann stadium, garage doors and other school property. 4. OPS painters work to paint over the 

threat a few hours after H had been discovered. 5. Freshman Amanda Byers uses her cell phone as she sits outside school late that morning. Almost 80 percent of 

student body, like Byers, decided to go home for fear that something may happen or used the day as an excuse for time off. 

Prank causes students to abandon schoo 
• CONTINUED FROM 'BOMB THREAT' ON PAGE 1 

baSically was my decision to open the building or close it:' 

The decision to keep the building open was made when 

Emmel was certain there WlfS no real threat ~ . 

He said he didn't want to send a message that the threat, 

which by then he knew was a prank, could shut down the 

building. He said he made announcements to keep the staff 

members and students in the building informed. He said 

he also talked to news crews, which had arrived by the time 

students were walking up to school, in an effort to get rid of 

rumors which were circling. 

"There was some misinformation;' he said. "I wanted to get 

the truth out. 1 was like, 'I want to get the media to let them 

know:" 

Freshman Qusai Nowwara said when he came into the 

building, he didn't know why he was searched at the doors. He 

said he feels safe at Central because of the security. 

The first announcement over the PA system came at 7: 10, 

and Emmel informed the students and staff that all the exterior 

doors were locked. 

"We're open for business;' he said. 

Senior Elden Rowlett said he thought the threat was fake, 

but he said he didn't think it was a violation of his rights to be 

searched at the door. 

"It's for public safety, 1 guess;' Rowlett said. 

Senior Nick Almazan said when he arrived at school and 

parked his car, people told him there was a bomb threat. He 

said he saw the covered-up spray paint on the stadium and then 

when he got to the doors saw backpacks were being searched. He 

said he planned to leave without even entering the builidng. 

"Didn't want to get caught up in that mess;' he said. 

He said a lot of people were probably scared because of the 

Virginia Tech shootings which had occurred just the Monday 

before. 

In possibly the deadliest shooting in modern US. history, 

Korean-born Seung-Hui Cho was able to cause 33 deaths on 

the Virginia Tech campus, including his own on the morning 

of April 16. 

He injured an additional 25 people before he took his own 

life that day. 

This sudden act of violence recalled the numerous 

shootings which took place around the country and in Canada 

in the fall of last year. Some people were concerned at the 

outburst because it meant someone was, in fact, capable of 

committing such shocking acts. 

If it could happen there, perhaps it could happen 

anywhere. 

There had been numerous threats around the Metro area 

to schools in that week, including the Ralston scare. 

There were four threats at Papillion-LaVista High School in 

the days after the Virginia Tech massacre. One 16-year-old was 

charged with making verbal terroristic threats in his classes. 

One of the things Emmel said he wanted to clear up 

confusion about was the attendance policy for the day. Some 

students didn't know whether they were excused or not or if the 

school was even officially open, he said. 

The official policy for that day, Emmel said, was if a parent 

called to excuse a senior, the absence would not count towards 

the five absences allotted to seniors in the second semester 

who wanted to avoid taking final exams. If a senior was simply 

absent, on the other hand, that absence would go towards the 

five. 

As for the resultant high absence rate, Emmel said he 

attributed it to three reasons. 

"There were honestly some students and parents who were 

afraid ;' he said. "I completely respect those familes. I completely 

understand:' 

On the other hand, the rumors and false information 

circli ng around caused some students not even to make it 

into the building before leaVing without knowing the entire 
situation. 

''A lot of misinformation was getting around;' Emmel 
said. 

Thirdly, he said, some students just took the opportunity 

to have a free day, like Senior Skip Day. He said they were then 

unsupervised for the rest of the day. 

Bennett agreed. 

"Some students were legitimately concerned:' he said. 

"Others saw it as a chance to take a day off:' 

It was their decision to make, Emmel said . 

"If you took a comparison;' he said , "the ones " 'h" 
here were far safer." 

Emmel said if he would have done anything dlnlrl[ 

-he \ migfiti have tried-td· sttt1'ion t atf.-fue.iI~ . On iluJ"" '! 

Davenport to talk to parents who were arriving. -

"Let people know what's going on;' he said . " [mllL" 

Bennett said he thought the administration di d a ~o"d It 

and said he could not think of anything off-hand \\"h l,h 1\( 11 

could have necessarily done better or would choose III ,'hm: eerem( 

in future handlings of similar events. He said he ha d ·.Jlk U 

with other staff members about security at the bLl ildi n~ 'Ie;! ltarted 

the threat occurred. I "I 

"Every situation is different ," he said. H 

Though Emmel too said every situation is unique. Ihl. . py 

not the first time Emmel has seen a bomb threat take pLlil. pi c 

said this is the first time he has seen one in graffiti for lll. !>111. "I 

said he has seen them at other schools in the district. It 
'Tve witnessed a phoned-in bomb th reat before," Iw ,II 

Of all the phone calls and e-mails Emmel said he 1\', . 

only one e-mail said he should have closed th e bLlii di ll~ 1\1.. 

face of the threat. He said by the time he received th e " 

though, the day had already begun. 

"We weren't going to shut things down aft er 1I"l' 

them up;' he said. 

Bennett said many of the calls the school Iwel ,,',1 

that day were positive. Many were parents, he said, \\ 'lll1 

frustrated that the prank had occurred. 

"We got a number of phone calls from pa rt'nb 

thank you;' he said. "Based on parent and studenl re.l(\i" l1. 

went well." 

Supervisor of Operations for O PS Jim Morgan ,.11,1 

problem went to Operations because it was graffiti . I Ie' 

Operations takes care of upkeep of school building,. 

them clean and well maintained.Morga n said Operation, 

everything from custodial work and cutting grass or 

snow to preparing for events such as track meets. He ,.lid 

department was in charge of renovations at Central in 

years as well, and runs the security systems. 
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PHOTO BY AU HODGEIREGISTER 
Jonathan Benlamln-Alvarado talks to geography classes about his trips to Cuba and the dinner he had with Fidei Castro. BenJamin-Alvarado has dedicated his 

to working with the people and Information In Cuba and sharing his knowledge wHh America. 

ophomore's father represents Cuba 
FROM 'SPEAKER' ON PAGE 1 

His fascination with Cuba came from a session when the 

rnbers of his think tank were Sitting together discussing the 

and lives of citizens in the small country. 

His boss said as they were in the middle of the discussion 

t Benjamin-Alvarado should research and write an essay on 

country since he spoke, wrote and understood Spanish. 

Therefore, he started reading and researching more and 

on Cuba's people, history and politicS. He composed 

which was immediately published in a number of 

journals. 

"It took my whole life over from there;' he said. "I wanted 

in the C IA. That's what I was preparing myself to do. 

is changed my entire life." 

From researching Cuba, he went on to study subjects 

y and indirectly related to forms of energy. Taking an 

t in that, he combined the two and wrote his books.On 

of his trips to Cuba with his research team, he was called 

I he manager of the trip and told to be in the lobby of his 

in 45 minutes to go to dinner with Fidel Castro. 

"It was nerve-wracking at first;' he said. "To see him face 

face and shake his hand and have dinner with him, it was 

Benjamin -Alvarado said to be able to meet the man he 

had read and heard so much about over the yea rs was like 

meeting a superstar. 

Dinner lasted around eight hours. They arrived to see 

Castro at around 7 that night and didn't even order until 

midnight. Castro started ta lking and joking immediately and 

did not tire the length of the evening, even at 80 years old. 

Benjamin -Alvarado said Castro was fasci nating,extreme ly 

intelligent, sharp minded , eloquent, and self- possessed. He was 

waited on hand and foot by servants everywhere from pu ll ing 

out his chair when he sat down to wiping his mou th as he was 

eating. 

Nevertheless, he was spirited and showed a high level 

of intelligence when he talked, even as he joked . Benjamin­

Alvarado said as the evening went on, he took 32 pages of 

notes on notebook paper, documen ting what Castro had said 

relating to his research and other things. 

"It didn't even feel like I was wri ting;' he said. 

He arrived back to h is hotel room early that morn i ng to 

find his hand was in pain and his head was sp inning from the 

excitement of being able to have dinner with Castro. 

"It was an affirmation of my resea rch;' he said. "It gave me 

energy to continue:' 

Benjamin-Alvarado said he and his crew will be working 

on completing a new job soon , which should cause waves 

across the nation. 

For the first time in 45 years, Benjamin-Alvarado will bring 

to America the voices and opinio ns of the Cuban people. 

The Gallup Adm inistration in Omaha, which takes 

public opin ion polls all over the world, took a poll in Cuba 

co ncernin g a nu mber of diffe rent iss ues. For the fi rst time in 

over four decades, the in fo rm ation will be al lowed to be used by 

Benjamin-Alvarado and hi s research tea m and be d istrib uted 

to the public either in the form of a book or academi c articles or 

a series of assemblies hosted by Benj amin -Alvarado himself. 

To gain more information for the project, he plans to 

return to Cuba in February. 

Anything Benjam in-Alvarado wr ites can be expected 

to be published and praised because of his reputati on as a 

representat ive of both Cuba and the United States. He gets 

na tionwide recognition for h is wo rk and has been interviewed 

for a large number of publications, been on television many 

times and even had a 10 minute interview aired on CNN. 

"It's not as important that I'm the one that's doing it;' he 

said. "Just so that it gets done:' 

Benjamin-Alva rado said 3 m illion more people would go 

to Cuba from the Uni ted States if the doors were open to them . 

That mea ns the economic change in Cuba would be hu ge. He 

said he hopes after Pres ident Bush's seco nd term ends, th e 

trave l laws wi ll be li fted as weU. 

Students get 

opportunity to; 

look at Guard 
Ill' KI~1 BL·C KI.EY 

) 

Five students from the ju nior Reserve Officer Training': 

Corps OROTC) depa rtment were able to see what it is like to 

be in· the National Guard . -, 

School resource officer Matthew Kelly said G u a rd~ 

for Life was an exercise that medical units put on at Ca mp '. 

Ashl and which simulated the response for evacuat in g and" 

treati ng casual ties. " 

" It gives them mo re information to view first-hand on 

what the guard does:' he said. , ' 

Kelly sa id Guard for Life was n't necessari ly just for th ~ ~ ' 
JROTe department. He said it was the first group he asked 

and there were enough students who were interested to fil! ~ 

the requirement. 

"I knew some of them (JROTe students) had an interes1· 

in the military;' he said. .. 

Kelly said he knew about Guard for Life because he is ~ , 

lieutenant colonel in th e guard and a recruiter to ld him. . 

Junior Renee Wi lde r was one of those who p a rticipat e ~ ~ 

in Guard fo r Life. 

"('m in te rested in the military as a career;' she said. , 

Kelly sa id he thought it was good for the JROTC, 

stude nts to see what traini ng the guard does on the weekend. 

He said he also thought the helicopter rid e would be fun f o~ . 

the students . 

Wilder said during Guard for Life, she was able to talk, . 

to people in the National Guard and do activities such as go 

on a trai ning convoy with sold iers, a shooting simulator and, 

ride in a Humvee and helicopter. . 

She sa id dur ing the training convoy, there were make­

up artists who helped simulate injuries . She said as part of 

the training, they had to call the injury into the loca tion and~ 

a helicopter came down and carried that person away. 

Wilder said it was a fu n experience that let her see some, 

di fferences of the Nationa l Guard. ,. 

She said seeing the si mulated injury hasn't stopped h e~ ' 
from thin king about a military career. I 

Wilder said even though she knows the ri sks of th e 

military, having a ca reer in it is stil l someth ing she would like, 
~ d ~ • 

Li ke Wilder, junior james Palmer said he was interested 

in part icipating in Guard for Life because he was interesteQ". 

in th e mi li tary and law enforcement area. 

Palmer also said he wasn't deterred from looking at th e, 

m ilitary and law enforcement as a career from seeing th e,: 

possible da nger. He said it was because everyhody is injured 

someti me in their life. 

"It 's not when it will happen, but how it wi ll happ e n ;~ ' 
Palmer said. 

He said his favorit e part of Guard for Life was a rid <; 

over th e Elkorn River in a Chinook. 

epartment holps,,,_annu,al .awards cer emony ,. p~g . pt to".honor".c,ad,ets' 
I I 'f!. 'I'" It 11'" , ,, .... , I ( t ~ . ,· ,, (\~I. : , \..t · ~/"" ' ,),.q 11111).,(1·' 1') 

BY KlM BUCKlEY 

It was a chance for the cadets to shine. 

The junior Reserve Officer Training Corps OROTC) held its recognition 

in the auditorium in March. 

Lt. Col. Mike Melvin said he suspects the tradition goes back to when JROTC 

whether in the form of a ball or a dinner. 

"I can't imagine JROTC not having a recognition ceremony," he said. 

He said being one of the people to present hi s cadets awards made him extremely 

and proud. He said he and Sgt. Maj. Dwaine Sutte r put in a lot of work gUiding 

to do better. 

"It's nice to see when your efforts have been successfu l;' Melvin said. 

junior Elvis Servellon said this was his third time attending the awards 

ony. 

"It gives the cadets the opportunity to be rewarded for what they've done 

throughout the year," he said. 

Servellon said the ceremony brings up everybody's spiri ts and motivates them 

to work toward m ore awards. He said hi s favorite part of the ce remony was the 

refreshments afterwards, where people talked and hu ng out. 

Cadet Capt. Briauna Armendariz, a junior, was the master of ceremonies (MC) 

for the recognitio n n igh t. Melvin said it fell into her duties as the SI. He said at next 

year's recognition ceremo ny it wi ll be sophomore Drew Roberts. Me lvin said it is a 

pre-determined duty. 

Armendari z said she wasn't rea lly nervous abo ut being the MC of the night 

because it was nothing new for her. She said she was the MC of the Brigade review last 

year, she spoke in the brief for the BFI and has done speeches in her classes . 

Melvin said there was no rehearsal for the recog ni tion night and cards were used. 

He said the cards were updated as needed. He said Arme ndariz received the names of 

the recipient s a round 4 p.m. the day of the cere mony. 

"We want it to be a surprise when their name is an nounced;' he said. 

Because 

Melvin said even though he and Sutter knew the names of the recipients weekS' · 

in advance, the cadets didn't. .. 

Arm endar iz said because she wanted to familiarize herself with the names and 

had to set up, getting the nam es at the last minute added to the th ought process of­

things. 

She said the only thin g she was nervous about was he r voice, because she had 

been sick and kept losi ng her voice dur in g the day. She said she was worried it wou ldn't> 

be as strong as it should have been . 

Armendariz said water helped her vo ice come back for the ceremony and she 

th inks she did fi ne. 

Melvin said there are three school awards that can be given to cadets. He sai d' 

there was the Roark Award, the Fous Award and the Frank Gulgard Award, wh ich 

he said wasn't awarded to a cadet this year. Armendariz said it was mandato ry for all 

of the cadets to attend the recognition night. She said more cadets showed up at this.. 

year's cerem ony than in the years she has attended previously. 
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II 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibit ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the 

people to peaceably assemble, and to pet ition the government 

for a redress of grievances:' 

FIRST AMENDMENT OF THE UN IT ED STATES, RATIFIED DEC. 15, 1791 

IS THE MIGHTIER? 
Benson's school paper, the Gazette, dealt with the topic of race, but 

did the staff take the right steps in its analysis and represent student 

journalists properly? Is Benson truly a conquering hero? 

Tunneling provide 

entertainment for 

senior and friends 
You could fi ll thi s paper (and 

especially the column section) with 

ta les of adolescent idiocy. They jump on 

t rai ns, they drive like maniacs" , and they 

go tunnell ing, . 
That's right, tunnell ing. And by thiS, 

I don't mean spelunking, though that 

word is more fun to say out loud, No, I 

don't pack a stupid hat with a light on it... 

I just have to unpack 

my brain first. 

From what 

the dark and a tight ~t int o J 11 (1\ 

of this vast underground !lelII'OIi 

tunnel had shrunk comidn ahh .~ 

I'm almost six-foot -four. g<> th ',1 

compatriots had litt le probltm In 

forwa rd, I, on the other hand, !el t Ii 

of the parents in that scen e f 1'1 

and the Chocolate Factofl'," I\ '~'I" 

hallway keeps sh rinking. Ih" 

wall ~ had 

thankfully limited 

knowledge I have of 

the subject at hand, 

I can say there is a 

network of drainage 

pipes in, around and 

under Elmwood and 

Memorial Parks. 

They're accessible 
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also increased as I moved , and Inl gl, 

dangl ed from my sweat -soa ked 1'.1:' 
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O n the front of the March issue of the Benson Gazette, a somber 

letter from the editor, Sarah Swift, read: "We use language that may make 

people uncomfo rtable, but we feel that the use of language is just ified in 

our mission to inform our readers of issues important to them:' Quite a 

noble declarat ion, 

The topic at hand, for those not aware, was the "N" word, that 

mysteri ous noun wh ich , from humble beginnings as a symbol of 

everything wrong with America, has somehow become a term of 

endearment within the commun ity it was once used to demean, This shift 

is a wo rthy topic to d iscuss, especially in high schools, where tomorrow's 

leaders hear or use the word countless times on a daily basis, 

i\V 

Gf2-0 
:::' N ~ 

The th ird page of the secti on was a transcript of a discuss ion in 

a class between students and the teacher. They made interest ing points 

about what's allowed in school and what synonyms for the word are, 

Interestingly, the "N" word was dashed o ut in this section as if it was a 

curse word, though everywhere else in the paper it was explicitly used, 

This caused some confusion, especially si nce it wasn't obvious which 

variation of the word the speaker had actually used. 

The fourth and fina l page was by far the most objectio nable, both 

in terms of quality and ri sque mate ria l. A vast majority of the page was 

taken up by another bad cartoon, based once again on the idea of a white 

person using the word. O nce agai n, the punch-line was 

an act of black-on -whi te violence, and one can't help but After its publication, Benson's principal , Lisa Dale, was 

put on administrative leave, It seems she let a topic slip by her 

which she should have nixed. Her supe ri ors, obvious ly, d id not 

feel as supporti ve of the discussion in a high school climate, 

EDITORIAL 
wonder if the two strips were mea nt to go together. If so, 

and if the st rips were originally meant to be one and were 

on ly split up to fill space, then that shows an incredible lack 

of concept of layout on the part of the staff, 

The OPINION of 

There is a widespread mistrust of journalists in thi s the Register staff 

country, and even more so a lack of support for student 

journalists, who can be effectively censored by administrations due to 

legal precedent a nd actual guidelines, It's impossible for a high school 

journal ist to be taken seriously o r tackle a real subject so long as 

administ rations hold tight to a view that such top ics are "too real" for 

immature students, 

Dale got pull ed because th is was exactly the ki nd of topic she should 

have nipped right in the bud (in their point of view). That's how these 

th ings work - there's a lot o f pan ic right after even a slightly controversial 

paper hi ts, and people react from the gut, often not for the good of the 

journalists at hand. 

What Swift said in her letter on the front page was exactly right 

- high school students are mature enough to read discussions of a word 

with such deep history, con fusing meaning and everyday usage, and they 

had a right to see it in a high school newspaper, handled effectively with 

care, eth ics and resp onsibili ty. So did the Ga zelle do that1 

Unfortunately, that 's not as crys tal clear. 

Before the four-page feature section even began, on the second 

page, in th e middle of the news part of the Gazette, a nearly half-page 

editorial cartoon ran which dealt with the racial issues at hand. In the 

simplistic drawings, a white kid was beaten up by a black studen t after 

referring to him with the friend ly usage of the word, Later, in court, he 

was sentenced to 50 hours of co mmunity service by "judge Negro;' an 

apparent ly racially biased judge who used the word in every sentence, 

Even ignoring the ru le of thumb that ed itoria l cartoons should never 

run beside news content (especially news content which has noth ing to 

do with the cartoon ), this was a poor choice. The staff of the Ga zelle is 

not Dave Chapp elle, If they tru ly wanted to discuss the topic seriously, 

they should not have begun by treat ing it like a joke. 

Then, o n page nine, the actual section began, with a powerfully 

simple cover page which quoted student s at the school and then Tupac 

Shakur, who if mem o ry serves, wasn't a Benson grad . 

The second page contained a point -counterpo int between a black 

student who tentatively believed it was not OK to use the word and a 

white student who couldn't understand why people would get so upset 

over his usage of the word and so indignant after listen ing to a spea ker 

wh o urged them again st using it. 

The students made good points, and the case was built furth er by 

the story"Ru les of a word;' ( the only actual story in the section) in which 

a staff writer deconstructed the word with the help of sources such as 

a dean and students. This story worked well to open up the sect ion by 

establishing the issue, but it didn't develop much. 

Underneath the enormous cartoon ran the last written 

piece in the paper, a column or ed ito ria l (hard to tell) entitled "For all my 

honkies and hom ies:' In it, the Opinio n editor took it upon himself to 

throw as many racial slurs into a few paragraphs as he could, The point 

(if it had a point) of the edito ri al/column/embarrassment was that the 

proliferation of such slurs could somehow put an end to discriminat ion. 

It single-handedly put a black eye on the entire paper with h is one short 

addition, It was emblematic o f what seemed to be the paper's jocular 

handling of around ha lf of all the racial subject m atter in the paper. 

When you have th ree pages of conte nt and a th ird of it is a cartoon, that 

should be a sign. 

So what is there to learn from the in -depth? There was a litt le 

promise - the editor obviously kn ew the topic was tough, but some of he r 

staffers didn't represent teens o r journalists we ll . Throughout th e section , 

the style alternated between a serious tone and complete immatur ity. 

Nothing was resolved, a nd the paper ended on a low, low note. 

The edi torial staff showed a sign of pro fessionali sm, though, simp ly 

in the ir decision to take on what is u ltimately a very worthy topic. 

So worthy, in fac t, that in the November issue of the Regis ter there 

was planned to be a section similar to Re nson's (in concept). The idea was 

sparked after an unknown person spray-pai nted th e word "N" word on 

the satellite dish outside Centra l. This prese nted an in te res ting qu estion 

- why, when ended with the suffi x" -crs" was the word so much more 

threatening than when wi th "-a"? If the graffi ti had ended with" -a;' it 

might not have been as noteworthy - as it was, the writing seemed like 

some sort of accusatio n. 

So the question arose: W hat arc race relat ions really like at the 

biggest, most d iverse school in Nebraska? An entire 12-page specialty 

section (broadsheet) would 've foc used o n thi s question , and the debate 

over that word would've fi gured heav il y into the sectio n, which would 

have been composed of news or feature stories, Not cartoons, 

The section never got off the ground . Admini strators took issue with 

the photos which would have run of the vandalism , In OPS, the ultimate 

decisio n is up to the principal, as a representative of the school whose 

name runs in th e masthead of a student paper. Student papers, at least in 

O PS, a re not open forums. They can be and are often censored. 

But now, one can on ly wonder what the effect would have been had 

it rUIL The topic would've been handled much more professionally, but 

that wou ldn't matte r to anyone at the top, 

The futu re of censorship wi ll be up to th e current generation to 

decide, It can on ly be a sa fe decision if it's an in formed one, Be wise when 

looking at the material you read , 

06-07Re 

by way of the small creeks which run 

throughout the parks, surrounded by 

dense tree growth, hidden to the average 

jogger or molester patroll ing the park. 

Most of the pipes I've seen are 

round and made of nondescr ipt concrete, 

They are about eight or 10 feet wide and 

down the center of them run sm all rivers 

of water that smells like a backed -up 

kitchen sink. The path is long and for 

the most part straight, and every few 

meters there's a round hole in the wall 

dripping that same water. I'm not sure 

where it comes from , I try not to care, 

You only see these other features if you 

bring a flashlight though, because inside 

the tunnels it's pitch black, There aren't 

any lights because (and I can't stress this 

enough) random people aren't supposed 

to go walking around down there I 

But even so, for a while I'd been 

hearing from some of my best friends 

about their tunnell ing exploits, I nodded 

along, hoping to God the day would 

never come when I'd be called upon to 

fulfill my own tunnelling duties, 

Then that day came. 

My friend, we'll call him Bert, 

brought it up, which didn't surprise m e. 

When he suggested it, my other friend 

(Dill) and I were". unreceptive. I just 

wasn't thrill ed at the prospect of trudging 

through a foreboding , cavernous drainage 

p ipe, so dark I couldn't see the stream of 

repulsive swamp water I had to straddle, 

rocking back and forth , never completely 

o ff balance, never in control of my own 

momentum, knowing that at the slightest 

slip-up on the sl ick concrete below me, 

I would go careening, face-first, into the 

muck. 

And ye t, there we stood, poised 

at th e entrance to one of these massive 

pipes. A rope hung from an overhead 

branch, which would allow us to swing 

into the pipe from above since the ent ry 

way was suspended 10 feet above a pool 

of equally repulsive water. 

Yeah, I'm about to grab the rope so I 

can swing into a sewer like Indiana Jones 

with a death wish. "Tally-ho! " No, instead 

we trundled through the trees down to 

th e opposite end uf the creek. 

Bert pulled out his flashlight , but I 

think I cou ld've produ ced more light by 

fl ipping open my cell phone and holding 

it ou t in front of me, Overhead were the 

thundering roars of cars passing over the 

busy street right above LI S, 

In my head I walked mil es ... I was 

going to come up in some distant town 

where they'd never heard of O maha. 

We came out on the other side of 

Dodge, and we were back to reality. We 

kept going, traversin g the rough , uneven 

landscape, branches scraping our bear 

forea rms, dirt sliding unde r our fee t 

down the slope, 

Another entrance loomed before us, 

eminently open to entrance. But how far 

did it go? We followed Burt as he c ranked 

the flashlight, resuscitating it from the 

edge of death . 

Before long, we had reached the end 

of the tunnel. But instead o f an opening 

and a breath of fresh air, we m et a ledge in 
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I found myself s t opp l n ~ llll, 

steps, it seemed , I moved in \hwi 

of speed , then pressed my baCh 

the side of the tunnel and t(l OK a 

Then I would barrel fo r\\ ,dd 

shoulders and back s crap i n ~ I " 

To m y friends, they later SJi ,1 I , 

like som e m onster charging lI"t ,( 

abyss at them , Ahead , there "';1- d 

Were we nearing the end 1 

No. As I closed in on Ill\ I ncr.; 

saw there was a manhol e COl er. in,' 

up was dirty (surprise) and r "~ge~.' 

a few slick metal bars for fo ot h",d, : 

hopped up to th e cover al h~ "Lt 

followed, I stayed behind an d 

my surroundings. 

If I was lucky, I could gl.ln ": 

the wa ll s and pull myself UJ' 

on one o f the bars and pushi ll~ ',III: 

leg. I tried it, and I was able III I 

there, foot agains t th e bar, lXh ~ 

up agai nst the brick wall. I bt 

second foo t up to the next bal. \:\ 

scraped painfully against the bnd" 

Fully extended, my fing~ / . , " 

barely reach the rim of the rn all!1,,1t 

only way to get out woul d be' Iii "ll' 

leg up and push off the side" b"t 1111" 

were too long; I could barely b r" l~ 11:\ 

up perpendicular with m:; bo,h he: 

my knee wedged against th e 'I,'t' ' 

stopped, And so I sat, back lirll' ,,~' 

the bricks , fee t on the ru ngs. Stutk 

You can picture me as a (,\I W.':~ 

doubt , wedged like a cork in;l ( h 

bottle, to rso above ground ,llltl 

kicking fu til ely underneat h. \\,:: 

wasn't quite like th at. I cou ld nll '''t"I' 

couldn't go up any furth er. I t Iulel 

back down into the pit , and th ,11 I., 
became more and more appc,l iillg ." 

sat , so close to freedom and y"'1 'I' :.1: 

just clung to the wall and sat. cnll" 

som e notion that I coul d build uI ' " 

s trength to propel myself out. 

The cherry on top camc 11'11,'11 ,, '. 

friends meandered by. Boy, W;I , I h,\l .. 

Eventually I dropped b;"L 

and Bert cam e with me, Then I ~ill llr ,', 

up and stuck again and he pu,h,'d I', 

below (he later told me I had , I 

o n h is fa ce a few times) whil l' 111\ 

friends grabbed my arm s an d 1111«1-

like a limp survivor out of thc nthl'l, 

som e natural disaster. I was frcl' . 

I rolled over onto the gr.I" 

heaved a huge sigh of relief. "'"hell I r 
gained the courage I sat up and h" 'he,l: 

see how fa r I had come in that 

ordeal. 

Less than I 00 yards. It se l'lI1<" j·' 

days since I'd seen the sun ligh t. I ,I,' 

and found myself in the midd le ,11 : 

vast field known as the Sunks ,lI hl hll< 

this place would hold a spccial ,d,n k 

in my heart. We pushed the hean 

cover back into place and len , 

And now we reach the poilll \\ 

I reveal so me great mo ral. I hril1 ~ Ii 

together in som e eye-openin g 

where I tell you what I kartll'd 

myself and the hum an spirit. 

But I'm out o f room. 

Jasmine Fitch 

S tatf~r 

Patrick O'Malley 
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COLUMNS 

REGISTER YOUR OPINION 

POLnnCALCARTOONS 

"School safety is dea lt with fairl y at IIi 
Central. I think th e bomb threat. .. 

was handled in an acceptable manner 

by the school administration . They 

received a threat, and they made 

certain precautions:' 

Tania Kasperovich (1 1) 

bsent students trivialize threat, administration 
II'ho's afraid of a big bad bomb threat? 

\Vd l, if the behavior of student s is any 

I .11 lo n, about 80 percent of the largest high 

in the state is terrified into evacuation . 

Yea h. right. 

to admit they thought the threat could be legitim ate 

- including many of the students who took that 

opportunity and ch ecked o ut for the day. 

As we approach th e end of the yea r, school 

might feel m ore like a drudgery to some tha n to 

others. 

And a single day off might no t 

the students and staff apprised of the situation, 

which otherwise co uld have been hectic. 

There was no m ass con fusio n, n o major fric tion 

be tween students and the sea rchers. Th e onl y 

students who see med to have a m ajor p roblem were 

those who chose to ignore the in formation at hand . 

Throughout the m orning, Emmel 

which a possibly legitimate threat to th e lives of 

2,500 teenagers ca n be laughed at and aba nd oned , 

there is a mix - up of pri oriti es. 

An administration makes ru les wh ich it sees as 

beneficial to the well -bei ng of th e stud ent b od y and 

is taken as less than a joke. I D badges, fo r instance, 

have fai led again, simply because of th e ine rtia of an 

apathe t ic populati on. 

Cen tra l students had plenty of reasons to walk 

(rom sc hool that fateful mo rning with the 

t of not coming back for another 24 ho urs. 

Sume probably were gripped b y that legitimate 
be of a ny major consequence in the 

long run. 

But walki ng out o f school , 

leaving in droves even as other 

students still arrived, laughing it off 

and leaving classes desolate is, ina 

word, irresponsible. 

EDITORIAl 
obviously did his best n ot on ly to 

coordinate with the police, but to make 

official statemen ts to the press and on top 

of that keep the students informed . 

Th ere is no di scussion of these topics, no 

positi ve student ac tion regarding issues which affect 

our daily lives. 
Slnne had te rrified parents on the phone. The OPINION of 

Some just didn't want to subj ect them selves to 

I t he), saw as an invas ion of privacy as their bags 

I .llIcgcdly sometimes po ckets were searched at 

the Register s taff Not an easy moment for a first -year 

( in a high school) pri ncipal , and he and 

the ent ire sta ff handl ed it well. 

What s tuden t support have you seen in th e 

past year - or two years - for these ID badges which 

are supposed to keep us secure in a su pposedl y 

potentially dangerous part of town? That is not to say 

the re is n o mention of th em at all ; th e reaction has 

just been overwhelmingly and disproporti onatel y 

negative to a trifle . 

" Ill I ' open entra nce of the school. 

Sillne. no do ubt , found it ominous enough with 

,1 matter o f days and weeks separating the m 

I tht' tragedy at Virginia Tech. 

. \ nd then the re were the students who saw 

. threat a matte r no t of life and death , but an 

.\ \·acation. 

)l lll iiar threats at schools around the metro had 

I,it'd much lower absen ce counts fo r the day of 

I hrea ts. W hat does that say about the supposed 

school of the district? 

Ivayo ne felt the slight edge as 9 o'clock edged 

, but only a select few were feeling tha t edge 

I Ins ide the actua l building. 

.-\ nd even fewer students were actually willing 

It is even more disrespectful when so m uch 

work went in to making sure the building was, in 

fact, secure. 

Early that morning th e first custodian to arrive 

reported the threa t, which relayed to Principal 

G reg Emmel and the securing process was put into 

motion. 

As early as 6, some students had to wait at the 

near corner of the staff parki ng lot as the police 

scanned the building a nd made sure there was no 

visible danger. 

Those students were all owed entrance at 

around 6:30, and searches began sho rtly afterwards 

at the doors. 

As more student s trickled into th e build ing, 

Emmel began m aki ng an nouncements which kept 

Som e students just didn't care, though, how 

mu ch had been done to keep them safe. 

Many d idn't even make it into th e bu ild ing o r 

hear any an noun ceme nts o ther than hearsay befo re 

leaVing. 

So soon after th e Vi rginia Tech incident, no 

doubt there were a few students who were u tte rl y 

frighte ned at the prosp ec t of a repeat at Cent ra l o r 

any kind of act of schoo l violence occu rri ng. 

In the face of that legitimate sa fe ty concern , sti ll 

oth er students were ready and willing to invoke such 

a tragedy, whi ch touched h earts across the country .. . 

in the name of skipping schoo l? 

Please. 

The average studen t's co ncern fo r safety within 

this school is obViously minimal. At th e p oint at 

Students reac ted the same way to the searches 

- bag checks, not the possibili ty of explod ing, tur ned 

some of them away from school on the day o f the 

bomb threat. 

So were the school official s right to check 

bags in the name o f a legi timate, tangible threat to 

safety ? 

Yes. 

They were doi ng their bes t to protec t the very 

people wh o show at every turn how mu ch contem pt 

they have for the administrat ion. 

What sense does that ma ke? 

egrading word for homosexuals used too frequently by students 
In the eyes of a homosexual, high schoo l must be hell. 

I here are nooks and patches of safety and acceptance, woven in between groups of friends and Gay 

's ht Alliance (GSA) meetings, but overall the whole situation must weigh pretty hard on whoever goes 

ugh it. 

been viewin g homosexuality as a di sease. In so me ways it add s leg itimacy to the lifestyle, but in mo st ways it 

gives it an entirely inappropriate title a nd warps the perce pt ion . 

A di sease is never a good thi ng to h ave. By tell ing people it is a d isease they get th e impress ion it is 

w rong or tha t it would be unfor tu nate to be that way. 

Walk down the halls and cou nt how many times students say "that's so gay;' o r "faggot :' 

111 he teachers say it. 

So then the re are the gay stud en ts , walking the h all s and viewed as carriers o r victims of an 

illness. 

When q uestioned, most of them say, "Oh , I don't rea lly hate gay people. I m ea n, saying 

I' iust a habit. Come on, my uncle is gay, so I can't hate gay people:' 
EDITORIAL 

Perhaps th ey fee l forced to hide their true selves and fee lings or th ey don't a ll ow themselves 

to explore the idea of bei ng in love with a p erson as a person , not as a male or a fem ale. 

\nd they probably don't hate gay people. But they certainly a ren't doing anything to help 

·m out. 

The OPINION of 

the Regis ter sta ff 

It isn't ha rd to realize why someone would try to hid e thei r sexual prefe re nce, because if 

dee med irregula r, in many areas of the school they becom e outcasts. 

By throwing around the phrase "that's gay" to show dissatisfaction , studen ts continue a Th ere's so mu ch g ray territory. What's safe and who might be hostile are questions almost 

unanswe rab le. Il el of bo th hate and ignorance, no m atter how good-natured o r well informed the student 

be. 

:-,rothing posi tive co m es out of it. No goo d images arise. The on ly effect, intended or not, is negative. 

People are free to have the ir own opinion. Stud ents who think h omosexual ity is wrong should not be 

punish ed or even mentioned as thinking that way. In the sam e respect,gay student s and straigh t all ies should 

not be ridiculed or nega tively commented upon. I )o n't say "fag" and back it up by claiming empathy for homosexua ls because homosexuals d on't want 

lll,a thy, and that's a ll th ey might get fro m anyone who says "fag:' Yet there is a standard tha t being gay is th e supreme sin , esp eciall y as a teen ager. 

Th e "N" wo rd? Unacceptable. The "F" word ? Unheard of. Mostly what homosexuals want is understanding and rights. Anyone who belittles gays doesn't 

111 nstra te much of a n understanding and does n't ass ist in atta ini ng any sort of ri gh ts. 111at is, unless the" F" word in question is "fa g:' 

When counting th e majority, teens aren't accepting. There may b e a group of studen ts who suppo rt 

GLBT classmates, but teens fo r th e most part are intolerant of homosexuals. It 's hard to acknowledge, 

Punishment fo r vocal and exec uted acts of intol erance has always been stand ard , but it needs to be 

stronger in protec tio'n of gay students. 

tt's true. , . . .. ,. . ., . . , Alth ough their circumstance is viewed .as a choice, and whether it is a choice o r not is dependent and 

debatable, they shou ld not be overlooked. Maybe it's to be expected because m ost people in general aren't tolerant of them . Rece ntly people have 

enior learns from experiences, people met in Uganda 
My heart belongs in Africa. prop er bu ri al. 

In Ju ne of 2006 I spent 14 days traveling around the country of 

nda with five students and two adults. We went to Afri ca to meet 

people who we had been working hard to supply with refurbished 

I couldn't wi n. She would never dare to com pare her lovely 

country to Ame ri ca and I was disgusted by Ame rican pride. 

Meet ing Patrick, a refugee who was o nce a hu man rights lawyer in 

the Congo, restored faith in my co untr y. Corruption devas ta tes Afr ica. 

The day was to continu e, I left th e casket , entering in to the slum. 

Trash was everywhere. Torn apart clo thes lay out on the ground 

for drying. Huts were packed togeth er. Th e sewer line was overflow ing. 

"n1e sight of poverty cannot be ignored. puters and to experience Uganda as a 

Ie. 

In a rural village I visited ]0 homes. O n 

wa lk from h o use to ho use a' li tt le boy with 

, hoes clen ched on to my hand, gazing into 

cyes. He loved m e without knowing m e 

I loved him back. 

I stopped at a house where an old woman 

cd a ro und on dirt in front of her beloved 

nc. She had no energy to stand and give me 

t i, known to be a pro per greet ing, but she 

looked me in the eye, said hello, and 

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT 
A Column by Claire Langdon 

A truth fu l man has no power. 

W hil e in America, I fee l as eve ry person has 

mo re of a voice. 

I stayed three days at an all -girls school and 

fou nd so me of my best friend s. We exchange d 

pictures, or wh at they called "snaps;' wrote each 

other no tes, an d promised to e- mail as so o n as 

possible. W hen I returned home I h ad alread y 

received 20 e- mail s from my pals. 

A little girl rushed to give me a le tte r from 

her befo re I left. Sh e to ld me o f herself and 

Afte r my tour I visited a patient in an AIDS hospitaL A boy with 

flui d em ptying out of hi s kidney into a plast ic grocery sack m otioned 

his hand as thanks for the foo d I brought him. 

Th at day, eyes bea ring tru e pain stared into me, wond ering wha t I 

was d Oing, wh y I was there, how come I have it so ea sy in compari son 

to them. I won dered the same thin g. 

I fel t out of p lace. The difference between m yself and Ugandans 

cut m e deep. 

] questioned if 1 could ever really to ugh it out, if I could sec beauty 

amongst all th e suffering. 

\c away so me of her fru it as a g ift. 'n1at was the bes t g reeting I have 

asked me to write to her, to love her. I complied 

for I could not deny her spirit. 

Arr iving at a slum I saw a tin y caske t freshl y made for a baby. I 

sta red at it for 10 m inutes wondering if it was empty or occupied. 

I ca n th ough , I can get past di rt , ignorance, frustration, death , 

disease, pain , d iscontentment, all the horr J r. 

People opened up to m e. Asked me to write. Took the pic tu res 

that I brought. Begged me to stay longer. Loved with out question , and 

did n'l expect my love back. 

'lled in my li fe. 

Stari ng into th e wide view of green and scatte red fruits I spoke 

a 1V0m an of how beautifu l her country is. She said I was wrong, she 

, led America must be much m ore beauti fuL 

The cas ket seemed to have no importance to anyone. My heart 

broke; I was ready to d ig a grave r ight there and give tha t poor baby a My heart is set, and I fee l accepted . One d ay, I will live in Afri ca. 

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS 

.. o~:tIir of bomb leaves day wasted 
r Ed itor, 

Somet hing that I fee l s trongly about is the whole bomb 

the I11g None of the teachers knew what was going on . They 

ew ou ld have gotten e-mails about thi s. 

Agai n, school should have been ca lled off. Nobody was 

here at sch ool. That whole day was useless. There should've 

'\1 more police there. I was sca red a ll day. 

ily Angelloz (9) 

nior learns from Virginia Tech 
F.dito r, 

'1 he shootings at Virgi nia Tech were horrendous for 

. Tyon e. The incident should cause stude nts to consider their 

tl ons and word s towa rd one another very carefu lly. If it's not 

an d encouraging, don't do or say it! What poss ible 

lod cou ld it do for the offended or the offender? No one 

)Ws how it may affect them . 

. alchel Woolard (11) 

ior appreCiates diversity 
lear Editor, 

As a senior abo ut to lcave Central behind, m y years spent 

this high school are all but boring. Yea h , the food is kind of 

but the divers ity between the people truly helped me 

derstand how the real world is. Not everyone at a job or an 

rnsh ip is the same race. 

Kepler (12) 

ic led astray by media 
Ed itor, 

I don't think school safety at Centra l needs improvement. 

he med ia tries to make it look like we are all in danger at 

hool and that 's no t how it is at Central. I for one feel very safe 

LEnERS TO THE EDITOR WANTED 
l.etters to thl' editor arl' gladly accl'pted in room 030, via e - mail to 

( :entral.journali!mH!,/)ops.org or can be placed in Mr. Deabler's mailbox in 

the m ,lin oilicl'. l.etters must be factual and contain the author's full name 

and grade. Incorrl'ct or unsigned letters will not be prin!l'd. ' I he use of pen 

name, is not '1IIowed. 

Freshmen thinks principal did best he could 
Dear Editor, 

I think Princ ipal Emmel h andled the bo m b th rea t as best as he co uld. It was a 

weird situation, bu t what more cou ld he have done? 'n1 e ba g check did wha t it was 

m ean t to d o - make studen ts feel safer about stay ing at school. 

Clara Kincaid (9) 

STUDENT POLL 

YES 
74% Do you feel safe at Central? 

~ 

Janitors appreCiated for work 
Dea r Ed itor, 

I just thought tha t I shou ld say th at janitors clean ing up 

throw up is th e most d epressing thing ever, becau se it's such a 

crappy job to do. But most of the janitors are still really fri endly 

even th ou gh if I had to clea n up throw up I would be rea lly 

mean a nd m ad at the world . I guess wh at I'm trying to say is 

that th e janitors at this school are th e bes t people ever. 

Alex Hotchkiss (9) 

Junior sees threats as ignorance 
Oear Editor, 

111is sc hool year has been great ... but yet mo ron ic. The 

moroni c part is th e fac t we have copyc at s that are so pathetic 

th at they have the nerve to d o such a stupid th ing as a bo mb 

threat. The othe r part tha I makes up for it is th at st ud ent s used 

it as an exc use to skip schoo l. lu st because a th reat is made d ocs 

not mean it 's not real. But to all due respect of safety, there is a 

fin e line between threats a nd plain ignorance. 

James Palmer (11) 

Staff handled bomb threat well 
Dear Editor, 

School safety is d ealt wit h fai rly well at Centra l. I think the 

b omb th reat, for example, was h andled in an acceptable man ner 

bv the school ad m inistrati on . '1 hey received a th reat, and they 

n; adc certain precautions to make sure such a threat was not 

made a rea lit y, but school wa s slill held as u sual. So some kid 

wrote " Bo om" on the s id e uf a wa ll. ' Ihere is noth ing te rrify ing 

about that. St ud ents often do idi oti c st un ts and regret them the 

next m01'lling. 1 thin k the sllI dents who were worried about the 

bomb th reat sho uld do just tha t. No one who ac tually plans to 

carry out a miss ion is goi ng to warn someone in a case li ke a 

bomb threat . Students shou ld not h ave felt like their li ves were 

in danger. But, I can't bl ame thelll if th ey wanted to take an ex tra 

day ofr of sch ool. 

Tania Kasperovlch (11) 

REGISTER YOUR OPINION 

What do you think 

Central should do to 
protect its students? 

"1 think we should have 

security cameras in the 

hallways to preventnghts," 

Hannah Niebaum (10) 

"By putting locks on the 

outside of the doors, people 

can't just walk in:' 

Jerome Matthews (11) 

"Central ', .security 

make sure all the 

are watched and 

could make better 

cameras," 

Katie Venditte (11) 

can 

doors 

they 

safety 

"I th ink more teachers 

should be in the hallways 

and at the end of the 

stairways because a lot of 

fights go on there:' 

Sam Philip (9) 

"r think the school would 

benefit with more, younger 

security guards because 

people come into school 

that don't even go here:' 

Brian Thrner (9) 

"We need a police officer on 

every floor, more securi ty, 

and all teachers need to 

monitor the students better 

because right now the 

security isn't efficient." 

Randall Willis (9) 
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Spider-Man, played by Tobey Maguire, defends New York CHy as he fights two villains, Sandman, played by Thomas Haden Church, and Venom, played by Topher Grace, In 

the final battle. The movie, unlike the previous two, had a larger number of villains and more fight sequences. 

Action-packed third film caps series 
BY BOB AL·GREE1\E 

It used to be that when comic book enthusiasts (nerds) 

wanted to see a ll -out action involving their favorite characters in 

motion, the o nly resource was animation. The realm of cartoons 

was the only place where superheroes could fight each other full 

steam without looking overly fake. 

Even in some of the most recent comic book films, fights 

(which are really the only reason to go see a comic book film) 

often looked stiff and choreographed when using 

Well , "Spider-Man 3" changed all that. 

From the beginning of the film, it was apparent the newest 

(and allegedly final) film in the trilogy would be chock-fu ll 

of sucker punches. The introduction of three antagonists, for 

instance, made it insta ntly clear how much would have to be 

resolved, and not th rough a long, heart-felt discussion. 

At the beginn ing of the film, Peter Parker, played by Tobey 

Maguire, was content wi th his life as a superhero and boyfriend 

of the beautiful Mary Jane Watson, played by Kirsten Dunst. 

Soon, however, his life was interrupted 

real actors and franchises in recent years have 

under-ut ilized their CG I abilities. Superman's 

1l19~t te~e nt crashing . finale involved the boy in 

blue ,thhlwing ... a big ... rock. 

MOYlE REVIEW 
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by the vengeful tampering of old friend Harry 

Osborn, the appearance of new super-powered 

bank robber the Sandman and the endangering 

of hi s job by flashy photographer Eddie Brock. 

Then along came a spider. 

The "Spider-Man" franchise has been far and 

"Spider-man 3" 

Star ring: Tobey Magu ire 
And as his life descended into a sto rm of 

flying fis ts, Parker was suddenly greeted by a 

new, all -black uniform courtesy of some aggressive, symbiotic 

outer-space goo. Don't ask. 

away the most successful and popular comic m ovie franchise in 

recent years. 

The first two fli cks in the series are the standard by which 

other superhero m ovies should be judged, with interesting 

characters, bel ievable plot lines and of course special effects. 

But they both lacked one thing in the end - an all-out brawl. 

Sure, the first fi lm had Spidey and the Green Goblin smacking 

each other arou nd, and "2" had the visually th rilling Doc Ock, 

but there was no earth-shattering conclusion to either fi lm. No 

knock-down, drag-out brawl. 

As he embraced this new, darker image and the violent 

behavior it encouraged, he could only slip further away from the 

woman he had been so sure he wanted to marry. 

There was a lot to pack in to the movie in terms of emotional 

involvement , but it seemed there also needed to be a fi st fight 

every few minutes. 

He had to fight Harry. He had to fight Sandman. He had to 

fight Harry again. And Sandman again. Heck, he even slapped 

Mary jane around a littl e bit. 

Reviewers have complained about these multiple p lot lin es, 

claiming they m ade it a tangled web of a movie, but that's a little 

ridiculous. It's "Spider-Man 3." Not "Syriana:' 

Maguire shined once aga in as the wide-eyed Parker, thi s 

time with a smug edge which often came off as comedic. 

For instance, to show he had become dangerous, the hero 

started wearing black in everyday life, swooping his hair over 

Oberst-style and ... dancing a lot. I mean , a lot. 

But the hook of the film wasn't a jazz club scene. It was 

the extended final fight , in which Spidey faced up against all h is 

enem ies at once, including a darker, beefier, tooth ier version 

of himself, and a super-sized Sandman .,. wi\~ , 1V1i\ry j:j.[le '~ life " 

hanging in the balance. 

It's hard to describe in words the sheer explosive excitement 

this final scene brought with it. 

The sequence bl ended elements of fights from the first and 

second movies - two enemies in free-fall beating each othe r 

senseless, high-speed swing ing and the drumbeat impact of fist­

on -jaw action - with a monster m ovie aura whenever Sand man 

lumbered onto the sc reen. 

The filmmakers went all-out in this scene, throwing around 

the weight of the movie's hefty price tag. 

It was the very final sho t, however, after the end of the fight, 

which deviated from the usual ending from the previous fi lm s 

and put the true cap on the series. 

Senior expresses feelings of tragedy through music 
BY KIM BUCKLEY Davis said everyone should know how he felt during that 

time and how he still feels about Katrina today. 

like the other people who have been iso lated in the shelters. 

He said he was one of th e lucky ones. 

A Column by Kim Buckley 

Popular web si 

offers hours 

fun for junior 
YouTube has revolutionized the Internet 

it entertains people. 

Millions of videos are upl oaded and 

the popular web si te a nd it shows no sigm of 

or slowing down. 

In fac t, it's only getting bigger. 

With You Tube being sold to Google, it 

a business gian t as well as one of the most 

sites in the country. 

I remember the first time I ever logged 

YouTube. 

It was last summer and I wanted to sec a 

Broadway show. 

It was that first day that I fu ll y rea lized the 

of You Tube. 

It wasn't that I could just see a clip, or even a 

from a p lay, but the whole performance. It W~I\ the· 

that I didn't have to wait to see the show 0 11 

could watch it right there and then . 

It was that mom ent that I got huoked 

YouTube. 

I spent two hours on YouTube unt il 1111· 

kicked m e off of the computer. 

I know I would have spe nt even more time 

site that day if I had been allowed to. 

just being on the site gave me a huge rlllh· 

I wanted to do was just watch more of th e l! 

videos. 

Almost every day in the summ er I would 

the site and search fo r more videos, trying III ~nl 

many as possible. It was an insane obsession. 

Now, every time I go onto the Inte rn et I 

YouTube without fail. 

Nothing is easier for me than to type t:11 

of a son g I can listen to while doing my 

or to watch a very bad movie in segments ,,·h,n 

bored. I remember watchi ng the movie "Aq ua l 

on YouTube and just laughing at the cheesine" 

It has become almos t a continuous str ug~le 

my parents to get me off of You Tube at ni gh t. 

One cou ld spend hours watchi ng v leieo, 

YouTube and not all of the videos uploaded til 

wo uld have been watched. 

After all, where else can a person go alld 

,vigeos wi.tlJ ,P,em¥f; ,qoi'1g ~ tI,lp . id . s , ~lWts, ~ing ll lg 

- ·or both at the same time? .. . 

You Tube is like a ll of the reality sh ows rul ll'd 

o ne, without commercials. 

It's also a great way to listen to son g' \\1 

spending a lot of money buyi ng an album. 

It's pure entertainment. 

The best part of You Tube is that it 's free. 

I don't have to spend any money go ing to a 

renting a movie or downloading a song to an ii'".] 

I don't even have to spend gas money ).:oinf 

pl aces to buy or rent movies. 

Som eti mes 1 don't even watch the vid el), I . 

read the comments posted about it. 

So metimes the comments can be fun nier 

the video itself. 

I remember liste ning to a Nick Laclw)" 

video, and so me of the comments abou t hi, 

jess ica's relationship made me laugh. 

Whether I agree with the comment s or Iwt 

irrelevant , it 's just as entertai ning. 

And YouTube isn't all about entert ai llin~ , 

people on the site. 
Hurricane Katrina devastated New O rleans, but one student 

is using his experiences dur ing that time and pulling them down 

in song. 

He said writing music about the hurricane wasn't really 

hard :or him. 

"Every verse in th at song, everybody can relate to it;' Davis 

said . 
Videos put on the site of Michael j. Fox ,\lid ".""1_,;.'; 

Senior Obadiah Davis said the music he wrote about 

Hurricane Katrina was reminiscent abo ut the old towns and 

going back home to New O rleans. 

"just really wanting to be back home has made me really 

want to write about it (Hurricane Katrina);' he said. 

Davis said even though the musi c talks about the mistakes 

that the government made in the aftermath of the hurricane, it's 

more about how he felt during that time, and h ow the people of 

New O rl eans are still going to stand their ground. 

He said the biggest mistake that meteorologists made 

du ring Hurricane Katrina was not letting the citi zens of New 

Orleans know ahead of ti me. 

He also said the government's biggest mistake was not 

evacuating people on time. 

Davis said it was sort of like a speech in a rhyming way, and 

he wrote down however he was feeling at the moment. 

"It's (the music) not at all political, it's just lyrics fro m my 

heart;' he said. 

Davis said even though he has written over 20 songs, only 

two are about the disaster: "Katrina Did It" and "Mama Don't 

Cry:' 

He said a lot of people from the south side that he knew 

were amazed at the type of songs he wrote because he was more 

of an athlete than a writer/musician. 

Davis said the more people react to his songs, the m ore he 

is encouraged to make better music. 

He said writing the songs about Hurricane Katrina has 

made him stress-free. 

" It was a load off o f my shoulders;' Davis said. 

He said he just decided to get the experiences he's had off of 

his ches t and put them on paper and into music. 

Davis said he just puts a couple of songs at a t ime on his 

MySpace page. Not all of them are on his page at one time. 

He said a lot of people can relate to what happened during 

the hurri cane. 

Davis said he just expressed the situation he's been through 

with Katrina and a lot of people went th rough the same thing, 

He said he would be interested in working with a produce r 

with his music, but said he wou ld like to work with one who was 

well -known, even if it is a loca l one. 

However, he sa id he wou ld also work with an up -and ­

coming producer because he's beginn ing to get into the music 

industry h imself. 

"I'm just very cauti ous in who I work wi th ;' Davis said. 

He said there have been a lot of comm ents by producers on 

h is MySpace page who want to mess with hi s songs. 

Davis said he wants to show music isn't all about gang 

banging or hard-core music. 

"I just try to touch people with my music;' he said . 

Davis said he has had a couple of com ments about his 

music from the South, and he has talked with a lo t of friends th at 

he didn't know he would see again . 

"It 's (MySpace) a good way of regrouping with someon e 

you haven't seen in a whi le;' he said . 

Davis said he would call himself a colorfu l and poetic 

lyriciSt. 

political figures helped shape the recent nl! 

elections. They were seen across the ( ou n,r)" I 

millions of vo ters. 

It was o ne of the main reasons that Tilli e 

made every person who has blogged, uploaded ,\ I 

to YouTube or has a MySpace page the person 11t 

year. 

It is no wonder th at politicians arc 

fear the web site. 

The power of YouTube lies in the fac t th.1I II 

capture a single m oment and send it out to million, 

peopl e in the world. 

Never mind a person's privacy. 

There are times when I cannot imagine there 

a time when YouTube wasn't a part of the Int l'rl1el 

seems so long ago that it was created, when ill r,' I 

has only been a few years. 

'This one web site has integrated itself CO ill 

int o society. 

Psychological thriller uses suspense to keep audience on edge of seat 
BY AU HODGE 

Those secrets, those we share, those we use, and those we'd die to keep, are what 

the movie "Perfect Stranger" was all about. The lengths people will go to keep the 

darkest parts of their lives hidden from those around them is what thi s movie is all 

about. 

The movie had an element of suspense and mystery from the moment it began. 

From the first scene, there was a feeling th at someone wasn't telling the truth . 

As the movie progressed, the characters portrayed as trustworth y started to 

turn o n one another, putting them in a different light, leaving the audience consta ntly 

questioning if these people arc good or bad. 

The movie started o ut with Rowena meeting with a senator, p retending to 

condu ct an interview and later pinning h im on his ho mosexual criticism when he was 

haVing an affair with a male intern at the same time. 

When her paper pulled the story from her, she quit and wa s then th rown into the 

complicated web of lies that was behind the death of her childhood enemy. 
It had the audience on the edge of their seats through the enti re 

two hours and left viewers with their mouths hanging open. This 
========= The film used a number of different techniques that kept th e 

movie is a perfect psychological thriller. 
MOVIE REYlEW audience guessing as to what really happened with the death of Grace 

The story was about a young, driven, brave, investigative 

journalist who, afte r quitting her job, began investigating the murder 

and the past of Rowena. .Ii.. The film, directed by jam es Foley, used diffe re nt flashback 

of her ch ildhood acquaintance, Grace. 
"Perfect Stranger" 
Starring: Hall e Berry 

memories from the childhood of Rowena, memories she had about 

her father who used to molest her. 

Her personal assignment took Rowena Price, played by Halle 

Berry, and her friend Miles, played by G iovanni Ribisi, right into the offices of the 

alleged killer, big-shot business man Harrison Hills, played by Bruce Willis . 

With the use of seduction and mystery, the two managed to pin enough evidence 

on Hills to put him behind bars. 

But was he really guilty? 

The entire movie presented questions like this. In other words, it was a deep 

insight into the mind of a kille r. 

The memo ries were loud, with bright lights and artistic filming. 

They gave a feeling of childishness, yet were horri fyi ng for the viewers at the 

same time. 

It gave an extra level of creep iness to the fi lm , making it a ll the better. Also, the 

use of flashbacks gave a deeper look at the main character, explaining some of th e 

ways she thought and acted. 

The film used an arrangeme nt of d ramatic music as well as light -hearted tunes 

that always made the audience guess as to what would happen next. 

COLUMBIA 

Halle Berry and Bruce Willis star In "Perfect Stranger." The movie 

about secrets the characters had and what they would do to keep thef11' 0 : 
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tudents, teachers contribute to prom night 
BY ALI HODGE 

Senior Maggie Baumann , president of the student council, said 

the prom is the council's one big event of the year and members 

plan for it months in advance. 

''I'd say it's the number one thing juniors and seni ors look 

forward to;' she said. "It doesn't matter what social class yo u're in . 

Prom is something everyone can go to.lt's welcoming for all:' 

At stu'dent council's prom plann ing meetings, the committee 

broke off into a few groups and each group spent approximately an 

hour looking through prom magazines and brainstorming ideas. 

Once the groups had all chose n thei r own them es, they prese nted 

them to the rest of the council. 

At the end, the entire committee voted, and the winning idea 

was named the theme for this year 's prom. Themes are usually kept 

a secret right up until students walk in th e do or that ni ght , but this 

year, the theme, ''A Walk Through Central Park;' was known by 

students long before. 

Baumann said the student council tries to keep prom a secret. 

The small mystery is a part of what makes the evening so much fu n. 

All members of student council spent two days before the big 

night setting up tables, decorations and music. 

Then they took the entire day afterward cleaning up, even 

though many of them had been up late the previous night. 

Baumann said th e entire event was planned by the council and 

part of that pl anning included their responsibility to the school as 

sponsors to set up and cleaned. 

Prom, to th e student council, is not only an opportunity for 

the juniors and seni ors to have fun, it's also an opportunity fo r all 

members of the organization, even underclassmen, to help out. 

As the juniors and seniors were attending prom, the 

underclassmen on the student council helped to pass out drinks and 

did other small chores to be certain they were involved. 

Baumann said the profits made off prom go di rectly to student 

council and in return , it turns around and uses the money to buy 

things needed for the sc hool. 

Other than student counci l, a number of adults helped with 

the event, one of the most active being the student council's sponsor, 

Judy Storm. 

"The students do most of the work;' Storm said, "but we as 

teachers try to help as much as we can. I work mostly as an adviser. 

The students are the workers." 

Some of Storm's jobs included guidin g students in decision 

making when choosing th e theme, color and design fo r the 

decorations of th e evening. 

rea l work didn't begin until the day before the big night. 

On the Friday night before prom, the decorating began. 

"Putt ing the decorations together takes a lot of time and , 

co nstru ction ;' Storm said. "We are sometimes there until almost ~ 

midnight:' 

Storm said her goal was to transform the school into somet hing 

beautiful that the students and adults could both appreciate. 

"I like to see all of the kids come together and work hard on : 

one common goal and it feels good to do something nice for your 

peers;' she sa id. 

Besides Storm and the student council members, there was a 

staff of about 10-15 teachers who were either previously assigned or : 

volunteered to come and be chaperones fo r the evening. -

"The teachers enjoy seeing all of the kids dressed up, on their 

best behavior and having fun," Storm said. 

There was one speCi fic teacher who the student council chose to : 

be the master of ce remonies. ' 

The master of ceremonies is cordially invited by the student : 

council and announces the royalty court and the king and queen. ' 

This year's mas ter of ceremonies was social studies teacher Eric ; 

Behrens. 

U.S. Hi story teacher Scott Wilson was chose n in previous years : 

to fi ll thi s spec ial role . . 

" It was a great experience to see the kids all dressed up and to : 

honor th e students and parents of the royalty court;' Wilson said . ' 

He also said he enjoyed reading about each nominated student ; 

and it added a special touch to the evening. . 

Cindy Newberg is another teacher who was really involved. : 

Her job was not only to assist Storm and the student council, but also : 

to help chaperone and take tickets. 

"Prom is such a good time and I love getting the opportunity ~ 

to interact wi th all of the other people in the school and help out;' : 

Newberg said. ' 

Newberg arrived at Central the morning of prom and assisted : 

with the last minute decorations and problems and then waited for : 

stud ents to start arriv ing. . 

Once people begin to enter, they were simply advised to take : 

their coats and things to their lockers because the school was open. : 

This required the need for more security to patrol the halls. : 

"Most teachers are assigned to jobs, but sometimes it is difficult : 

to get teachers involved and they need to be invited," Newberg said. ' 

She also said the need for a lot of security and chaperones wasn't 

really necessary because the kids are on such good behavior. 

The teachers were there to make sure that everything flowed · 

smoothly and to help with the little emergencies. 
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Brlttney Rufftn and Harland Gunn dance after being announced prom king and queen. The theme 

this year's prom was "A Stroll Through Cen1ra1 Park." 

Once the decisions were made, she helped them order al l the 

material and separated the students into groups and committees for 

the night of prom . 

The pl an nin g began about two months before the event, but the 

"We usually go through almost a whole container of safety pins 

repairing broken straps on dresses;' Newberg said. 

Angelica Genovesi contributed to this story. 

maHer cast, crew engage in humorous, spring play 
BY ALI HODGE 

Unlike the fall musical, the spring play, "Fools;' didn't have 

it didn't have singers, or musicians. It didn't even have 

crew, 

But what it did have was a co}or,ful, juvenile set, a clever, 

:1<-'Wlttea story line, an annoyed school teacher and a myriad 

Russians . 

"It (the play) is a comic fable by Neil Simon about a town 

convinced its self to be fools;' drama teacher John Gibson 

Gibson was the director of the play, as he always is for 

tral's productions. 

The story took place in a small Russian town of 

where the residents are apparently cursed. Every 

, woman and child born in this small town were, for lack of 

words, stupid. 

The play followed the journey of a Leon Tolchinsky, played 

un ior Patrick Breen, a Russian school teacher looking to 

his place in the world by educating the seemingly hopeless 

of Kulyench ikov. 

"I think it's a great show;' Gibson said. "They (the students) 

it. They're absolutely doing a phenomenal job." 

Unlike some of the previous productions, especially the 

musical, "Fools" was not as well known by the student body 

not nearly as advertised. However, it still seemed to draw a 

audience, 

senior Jan Baker, who was in charge of sou nd and lighting, and 

senior Emily Wall was in charge of backstage as opposed to 

the many people who were involved in cos tumes, make up and 

stage crew for the fall musical . 

Senior Amanda Pintore, one of the leads in "Fools," agreed 

that the fall musical receive's much more publicity than' the 

spring play, which she said was unfortunate because this pl;y 

presented no less talent and entertainment than the previous 

musicals. 

She said she believes a complete pl ay was ac tually very 

good for the department and its members. 

"We have not don e a full scale play in all the four years I 

have been here;' she said. "The fact th at we ac tually are doing 

this is a good morale booster for those who can't sing, such as 

myself' 

Pintore, a dedicated member of the drama department 

who is always, in some way, actively involved in the school's 

productions, found out a few days before the play that she 

had appendicitis. Determined to ge t back to school, she had 

the surgery soon after and returned to play practice the next 

Tuesday. 

She said she really enjoyed the play and being a part of the 

process as she does every production . 

She said it had interesting humor and being in front of 

an audience on Thursday and Friday night , the n ights th e casts 

performed, brought it to life, 

Even though the cast was small for the play, only 

isting of about 10 people, it was still loaded with talent 

those students still presented to the audience a completely 

aining two hours. 

A Iso because the play was much smaller then the earlier 

of "My Fair Lady;' the playbill was much smaller as 

Pintore said the crew had a habit of picking out everything 

that was wrong with the performan ce and Gibson was constantl y 

telling the crew that it was not ready to perform . 

This, however, was only in efforts of making the production 

better than before, every time striving fo r a more complete 

performance. 
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Junior Andrew Kroeger and senior Matt Cronin perform a scene from "Fools," this year's spring play. The entire 

play demonstrated a form of dry humor which kept the audience laughing. 

Un like the spring play, which ended up totaling way up 

the thousands, this one cost Significantly less with scripts 

$250, set costing around $600 and costumes at nearl y 

Pintore said she believes when they performed in front of 

the audience, the kinks went unnoticed. 

"I definitely think it (the play) is good for the drama 

department;' Pintore said. "We can all come together" 

Baker said the entire event went rea ll y well even though it 

was seriously down played . 

has been involved in the drama department since her freshman 

year. 

The play was in the works for only six weeks, while the 

production had been planned for months and required 

large cast. 

In the past, Pintore said the drama departm en t poured its 

money, time and effort into the fall musical. Then, at th e end of 

the year, there was not much unity among th e staff. 

Baker said she believes th at the reason the play was not 

as big of a hit was because th ere were fewer people involved 

and the students' prioriti es were in different places since it was 

nearing the end of the year. 

"It's definitely a passion;' Wall said. "But it's mainly just 

so mething I do for fun ." 

Wall said the smaller play, though still very stressful , took a 

lot of the pressure off the ac tors, the director and everyone else 

involved in the production. 

Gibson said the entire set was built by students in the 

,, -.- ,~, classes and some of the actors in the play were not in the 

department at all. 

Even though the fall musical is important, she said, it was 

good that the students, especially the seniors, engaged in one 

last production of the year. 

One of the main goa ls of th e production was to create 

a good end fo r the year and give a little ext ra practi ce for th e 

individuals who would end up taking over next yea r. 

She said they weren't thinking about messing up a play that 

cost so much money and they weren't worried about upsetting 

such a large audience if they made a mistake. It proVided a good ending for the seniors and good practice 

for the upperclassmen who intend on taking over next year. 

"The cast was rea lly close this year, so it went wen:' junior 

Amy Wall said. "Everyone feed s of each other 's energy on 

stage." 

It also was a lot easier since the set didn't need changing 

between scenes, so there was no need for a backstage crew. The 

actors did their own makeup and Ibsen's provided costumes. 
So there was a wide variety of people involved, 

In this production as well, there was only one person , 

"It really showcased our acting abi lity rath er th en ou r 

singing and danci ng abilities;' Baker sa id . Wa ll played a small pa rt as a fl ower vend or in the play and 

unior uses process to record, distribute unique music to fans 
BY MAX lARSON 

Junior Alek Erickson is the lead Singer of his band. He's also the drummer, the 

the bass player and the cellist. 

He records it all himself and then meshes it together. To date he has recorded 

50 songs, compiling a total of six albums, 

"[ say, ' I have a whole bunch of songs here, It would be good to put them on a CD 

share them with people;' Erickson said . 

He began his musical career in the sixth grade, playing the flute, but took to 

bass the next summer, and he said bass is his preferred instrument. 

Picking up more instruments, he began recording albums in the summer before 

sophomore year. The process he uses is solely his own. 

Before anything is put together, planned or recorded, he said he begins the 

of making an album by actually writing the songs. 

He makes an ''An part and then a "B" part of the song, and maybe a "c" part. These 

rts might consist of different chord progressions. 

"I like to jam on the guitar a lot," he said, "that's usually when 1 come up with 

Then he writes lyrics. He said sometimes he tries to tell a story or an opinion, but 

of the time he just wants something audibly pleasing. 

"A whole bunch of things just sound cool together;' he said. "Even though they 

make sense in the song, they sound cool to me, Maybe sometimes I'm trying to 

te a poem and it turns into a song, when I'm walking or thinking or something:' 

Once he has written the song, he said he records each part separately using hi s 

father's recording equipment, using one of any number of instruments. 

His father doesn't let him use all of his best equipment, and at fi rst Erickson used 

a very poor quality microphone, like one made for a computer. 

He sa id although he can't use all of his fat her's equipment , his father helps him 

improve what he does have. 
At one point, th ey even had to go to Radi o Shack and weld parts toget her so he 

co uld record. 

"I'm upgrading as [ go along;' Erickson sa id . 

After recording, he mixes the parts on his compute r into one fina l product. 

If he's in the right mood , th e process from wri ting to record ing a song can take 

Erickson as litt le as an hour, which he said is very fas t. Usuall y, however, he writes 

something and lets it sit on his mind or his comp uter fo r a much longer time before 

finalizing it. 
When he has enough material, he compiles the songs into an album. Then he 

burns them and passes them out at school. 

"I buy a bunch of blank CDs and just do it;' he said . 

His second to last CD, "Crun ch;' has around 40 copi es Erickson made himself 

floating around Central, and more made by others. 

He said he shows up at school with a few CDs and di stributes th em to his friend s 

or anyone he wants to impress or he thinks might like it. Then, once word gets around, 

people start coming up to him and asking for copies. 

Making albums is OK for recognition within Central, but Erickson wants to 

move beyond. 
Although he doesn't intend to make a living out of his musical career, he said he 

would like to find other people to play music so he could start having live performances 

showcas ing his work. 

He sa id he'd also like selling his CDs, but he is worried about the professional 

integrity of his product. 

"It could sound professional;' he said, "but the CD itself doesn't look 

profess ional:' 

He sa id he wants to perform and sell the music he has now, using the money to 

continue, and then hopefully become signed by a record label. 

Juni or Zach Cutler said he has been listening to Erickson's music since his 

beginnin g. 

"To tell the tr uth ;' Cutler said, "his first CD was barely listenable:' 

Erickson admitted there has been a broad spectrum of change in his style since 

he started maki ng music. 

sa id. 

"The first CD that I Illade was all computerized, just computers and voice;' he 

He said hi s si nging was terrible and now he is mu ch more confident in his skills. 

"I guess I'm in tu ne now;' he said . 

Of the six albums he has released, he said four have merit. 

Cutler said Erickson has come a long way, and he actually enjoys the music now. 

He said Erickso n is very creative, and his musi c style fits in with what might be 

heard from professio nal musicians. 

"He's worki ng on some new stuff, and I'm really just jealous;' he said. 

Erickson said he most likely will be showing off his next CD sometime soon, and 

that he is sitting 011 a bank of good material. 
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Ambidextrous 

pitcher earns 

national honor 
BY MAX LARSON 

Central alumnus Pat Venditte warms up to 

pitch by rearing back and firing, just like any other 

pitcher. 

Then he takes off his glove, puts it on his other 

hand and does it again. 

Venditte, the only known ambidextrous 

pitcher in the NCAA, has recently been garnering 

quite a bit of attention while pitching for the 

Creighton Bluejays. 

A few weeks ago he landed himself on the 

front page of the New York Times. 

"It was kind of crazy,"Venditte said. 

Several major league teams have also 

contacted him through the mail, showing interest 

in his abilities. 

") don't know how serious that is;' he said. 

"We'll see." 

It all makes a pretty impressive resume for 

someone who had to walk on at Creighton and 

work his way to the top. ./ 

He said there were initially some doubters in 

the Creighton program because he didn't throw 

very hard, but he has a prominent spot now. 

He said for the time being he wants to focus 

on performing well where he is, at Creighton. He's 

contributed so far with a 2.62 earned run average 

and 62 strikeouts. 

Being ambidextrous gives a pitcher an edge 

on the competition because a right-handed pitcher 

has an advantage against a right-handed batter, and 

a left-handed pitcher has one against a left-handed 

batter. 

Unless he's facing a switch hitter, one who can 

bat from both sides of the plate, he always creates 

the advantage for himself. 

Venditte said he has to commit to a side before 

each batter, and the batter has to I commit before 

each pitch up until two strikes, sO'a switch hitter 

can make the final decision on the match up. 

He said his team has scouting reports for those 

hitters and he pitches from whichever side they are 

least effective against. 

His pitching delivery varies with each arm. 

He uses an overhand approach with his right and a 

sidearm with his left. 

His fastball reaches the upper 70s with his left 

arm and the upper 80s with his right arm, which is 

his natural side. 

The speed difference evens out slightly because 

he said his breaking ball is probably more effective 

from his left hand. 

Although he has had to put in additional effort 

to perfect techniques from both of these sides, he 

said it's worth it. He's also been doing it since the 

age of 3, so it's not incredibly difficult. 

"You have to work hard, but when you. s.tarl 
young it's a big advantage;' he said. ; . , . , 

The glove Venditte wears is another interesting 

facet of his switch pitching abilities, a custom-made 

product from Louisville Slugger. 

He said it has two pockets of webbing and two 

spots for thumbs, so he can slip it on and switch 

hands with ease. 

He said the lessons learned while playing for 

the Eagles were definitely ones he took with him to 

the next level. 

He said former varsity coach Scott Hodges 

taught him quite a bit about competing in tough 

situations and rising to the occasion. 

Assistant varsity baseball coach Joe Shimerdla 

said he was coaching during the time when Venditte 

came on with the Eagles in the summer before his 

freshman year. 

He said Venditte came to Central because he 

was initially cut from Creighton Prep's team. 

"He's one of the hardest workers we ever had:' 

Shimerdla said. 

He said since Venditte had to focus on making 

two arms strong, practice would end and he would 

stay after to play long toss with whoever would stay 

with him. 

The dedication earned him a spot in second 

team All-State, and Sh imerdla said the recognition 

he's earning now is well deserved. 

"He's a great representative for Central;' 

Shimerdla said. "And back then he was everything 

the program stood for." 

Shimerdla said Venditte would make an 

ideal middle-relief pitcher, which is currently an 

expanding slot on major league teams' rosters. 

His ability to throw often would make him 

stand out among other pitchers. 

"He can throw pretty much every day if he 

wanted to:' he said. 

THURSDAY MAY 17 2007 SPORT ~ S ~!! 

The 400 meter relay team practices at Seemann Stadium one day before the District Toul'11l..ment. The team consisting of Junior Shaun Prater and seniors Bobby Clay, 

and Ramel Thompson, had already set a State record posting a 41.74 seconds. The team hopes to continue Improving and break their own record, while capturing State, 

Team breaks records, takes Metr 
BY PATRJCK BREEN 

For the first time since 1989, the boys track team has won Metro. The last time the Eagles won 

Metro, they went on to be State Champions. 

Eighteen years later, these Eagles' fate could be very similar. 

"To break a record, be number 1 in the nation and then win the State Championship:' senior 

triple jumper Stanely Smith said, "would be the icing on the. cake:' 

Smith is familiar with first place. For the last few tournaments, it and him have become very 

close. Smith already is a State Champion. Last year he won State for the triple jump. And now as a 

senior he works to repeat his individual success and help his team to become champions. 

At 48' 3/4': he set the Central record, and now looks to 50 feet to set the state record. 

But Smith isn't the only player making waves on the track. 

"The team consists of a lot of seniors determined to be the State Champion. And drawing the 

most attention isn't one individual player, but a team of four. 

Seniors Bobby Clay, Taylor Cook and Ramel Thompson, along with junior Shaun Prater, set the 

400-meter relay record for the whole state at 41.74 seconds. And that was with two weeks remaining 

in the season. 

The 400- m~I;t (f , el ~ , ~nsists ~}i~ !f ~~f~s,.~ unnil1 ~Ii e£)1llleters each hlutciingtoff. the baton at 
each change. . 

"It goes from Shaun to me;' Clay said, "and then I hand it off to Ramel and he (hands it to) Cook 

for the final sprint. I usually win the race, though:' 

Prater said it was true that Clay would take the lead in the second part of the race, but every 

member was vitally important. 

"We're like a locomotive:' Cook said. "Once we get started, you can't stop us:' 

The team competed in Districts, placed well and now looks toward State. 

Practices in the season ranged from cold at the beginning, where players were wearing sweaters 

and jogging pants, to the overbearing heat a week before the tournament ranging into the upper 80s. 

To cope, the players took off their shirts, determined to run as fast as they could. 

The players have practiced hard and said they looked forward to the State Tournament. After not 

taking home the trophy last year due to injuries, they hope to get redemption. 

"We're motivated:' Clay said, "this is our goal:' 

The handoff is the most important event of the relay, Prater said. To set records and take home 

a gold at State, the team will have to strive for perfection. 

"When we set the record;' Prater said, "we had perfect han doffs. That's what we have to do:' 

The talent at Central might not only be the top in the state, but in the entire Midwest. 

"We traveled down to the Kansas relays;' Cook said, "and won there, too:' 

As the season has progressed, the team has grown together, specifically the relay athletes. Prater 

said team chemistry played a major part in the way they run and especially the han doffs. 

"We got better:' Prater said, "because of that binding strength. We know each other:' 

When discussing the arrangements for the ride to Burke stad ium to compete, the coaches knew 

the relay players wouldn't need rides. 

Clay drives the players to the meets. 

"We all are friends:' Cook said. "We support each other:' 

From the corner Clay chimed in, "Yeah, but I drive:' 

They laughed. The friendship was easily seen through their joking and peer competitiveness. 

The team would travel together and win together. 

The team's talent, they said is in part due to head coach Elliot Evans. The team attributes hard 

work and motivation to the coach. 

"He's good:' Smith said. "He can get you to play hard:' 

The players hope to take State, something that all four would mean redemption after the 

disappointing ending of the football season. The team lost its final game of the season in the District 

Tournament by a missed extra point. 

"r think that motivated us to do better;' Cook said. "Work harder:' 

Even owning the state record, the relay team strives to do better. 

"Our goal is 41 flat:' Thompson said. "Last time we beat it by .05 seconds. This time we need to 

break our own record:' 

Also planning to break a record in the final week of the season is Smith. All the broken 

give the Eagles one of the most notable teams heading to State. 

"Our toughest competition at State is Fremont and Elkhorn:' Cook said. 

Thompson said, though, he thought they could beat the competition. Central is ranked 

high in almost every category 'and position. 

Even the players who aren't breaking records are setting up the team to play well. '1 he 

positions get placed from District to State. 

The higher a runner ranks, the better spot he gets during the State Tournament. 

medals can be earned in State, but the highest honor is the team gold. Every person's heat , 

that. The higher the finish and the better the score, the more points go to a team. 

At Metro the Eagles posted a 108-81 victory, but as each level increases, 50 do.;, 

competition. 

"This is what we run for:' Prater said. "A State Championship:' 

Another player receiving recognition is considerably younger than the seniors and m aklll~ " 

Sophomore Daryl Hawkins is running for a gold too, ranking number one in the state for the 

event. 

The make-ups of the teams from '89 and '07 are considerably similar. Both team; 

strong relays, and a former State Champion. -

"We want our record up on a banner:' Cook said. "Next to a State Championship one." 

The players said they had each greatly improved since their freshman years when theY ,ll." 

freshman record. 

"Freshman year;' Clay said, "I was all about power. I've gained technique to help InI 

my running style:' 

The team competed at Districts and saw several players advance to the next level. 

The toughest competition they see coming up at State is from one of the inner-city rival,· 

North. 

"North is tough:' Thompson said. "But we have to go in with confidence:' 

And that is what the team plans to do. 

Take home State for the first time in 18 years. 

PHOTO BY PATlIICK BREENi 

Senior Stanley Smith knows the feeling of being a State Champion. Last year, he 

State In the triple J .... p, and Smith said he fen he could take n again. He's set 

Central triple Jump record, but he has bigger goal, like setting the state record, 

Junior believes everyone should have deep-rooted love of sports 
Don't get me wrong, I'm not the everyday high school jock you can't stand, but 

secretly wish was your boyfriend. [am, however, a sports fanatic. 

Anything from football to croquet, Pee Wee League to the profeSSionals, I'm 

interested in it. My tube is locked on ESPN, and I'm not about to change that. 

I cannot stand people who hate sports. You know who they are - the ones who 

hang out towards the back in PE, and watch the ball fly by. 

Those are the people I love to hurl a ball at during a game of 

dodgeball. 

Really though, ) can't understand how someone can hate 

all sports. If you don't like football or wrestling, I get it as those 

sports are difficult to understand. 

crazy about sports. 

He used to own the Texas Rangers, and he still throws out the ceremonial first 

pitch at different stadiums throughout America. 

How can you honestly go through life and not find a single sport that interests 

you? How can you watch the Olympics and not feel the sudden urge to stand up 

and cheer after America captures another gold medal? 

The Olympics are the time when all sports fans can come 

together and cheer for the same team. 

It will never cease to amaze me the number of people 

out there who have never been to a single sporting event. 

But what is wrong with a game like baseball? One doesn't 

even have to be athletic to star in that sport- David Wells is an 

overweight 40-year-old with an alcohol problem, for example. 

And if not America's game, then how about gymnastics? DOWN FOR THE COUNT 

As a wrestler, I can't help but laugh when people ask 

me what the difference between high school wrestling and 

the WWE is. I won't go too in-depth on that subject. but for 

starters we wear more clothes and get deemed ineligible for 
using steroids. 

Fit girls in skimpy outfits doing insane stunts- who doesn't like 

that? 
A Column by James Owen How can you live in Omaha and not be a sports fan? 

Sports are easy to relate to. People from all ethnicities 

compete in one sport or another. 

Men and women alike participate at all levels of athletics. There are hundreds of 

different types of sports out there. 

) have never met a fun, outgoing person who hates sports. They're always the 

quiet, dull type, and usually they have some hidden emotional problems. 

America's most famous people are sports stars. There isn't a single person in this 

nation who has never heard of Michael Jordan or Babe Ruth. 

They're household names. Like him or not, even the President of our nation is 

Omaha is home to professional hockey teams, as well as a 

Triple A baseball team in the Royals. 

The College World Series will be played at Johnny Rosenblatt Stadium this 

summer, as it has for been for nearly six decades. Still, l'm sure that some people don't 

even know what sport I'm talking about when) say College World Series. 

And how can you not catch "Husker Fever?" Nebraska is full of crazy "Reds", and 
yet some still don't care a thing about it. 

Eric Crouch doesn't even ring a bell for some. 

A sad fact is that I asked a girl at lunch if she knew who Ahman Green was, and 

she responded with, "What grade is he in?" Central has one of the best backs in the 

National Football League, and still there are people who couldn't have told yOll 

won't even ask about Gale Sayers; I'm afraid of what I would hear in respon,,'. 

The sports "haters" are cooped up in their own little fan tasy world fill ed Il"ith " 

music and well-used bongs. 

I'm not sure if I would want to live in a world without sports. Ameri ca is 

a country overflowing with obesity and heart disease. Think about how worse 

be without leisure activities like sports. The skinny would get fat and the (;11 

keep getting fatter. 

I don't want or wish for everyone to love sports as I do. I know I'm a bit 

If I had to choose between vacationing in Europe or wrestling at a meet at ~ ' ",r n, l l_ 

be out there in my spandex Singlet without hesitation. 

I just wish everyone would give athletics a second chance. They're a great 
work out and meet new people. 

Sports are a great way to pass time. They also help you stay fit and feci ' 

Being in sports has exposed me to a number of opportunties that I would have 

experienced without them. I've met numerous people who share the same 

in sports as I do. I've witnessed first -hand some of the great moments in high 
sports. 

Being involved in athletics can teach you many lessons that you will benefit 
throughout life. 

Sports can make you a hero. It's not like Math Club where you get caJled J 

for standing out. No one hates you for being good at sports. All the girls wanl 

you, and all the guys want to be like you. 

Anyone can be an athlete, and everyone can find a sport they enjoy 

watching. So now the next time you're in PE actually listen and try, and maybe 
see that sports aren't so bad. 



racl( star 
real(s record, 
arns honors 

BY JAMES OWENS 

She has the state's fastest 400-meter time at 56.85 seconds. 

one other girl in America can claim to be faster. 

Senior Jasmine Johnson's remarkable times have been 

ing heads at every meet. 

Head Coach Trent Lodge said he is grateful to have such 

as Johnson. 

"Jasmine is a great role model for the younger runners. 

has an unparalleled work ethic; Lodge said. 

But things didn't come easy for the track star. 

Coming into the 2007 season, Johnson's times were not 

near as fast as they are now. 

Her previous best was 57.9, set during her sophomore year. 

year she won the State Championship in the 400. 

Now she has shaved a second off that time, and she has her 

set on bringing home the gold once again. 

"I he University of Houston basketball recruit said playing 

in the winter prepares her for the spring track season. 

But she wasn't sure if she would consider track as a second 

in college. 

"Basketball is really going to take a lot of my time and 

Johnson said. "I like track, but not enough to compete 

The State Track and Field Meet is slated for May 18 and 19 

Stadium. 

lohnson is the favorite in the 400-meter dash heading into 

meet. 

"I'm just going to go out there and run my hardest:' 

son said. "I know I'm going to be running with a target on 

back. I just hope to leave Central a winner:' 

Winning the gold isn't anything new for the senior 

m. 

As a freshman she was a member of the State Championship 

~ O O - meter relay. 

As a sophomore she entered the individual charts by 

ing the 400-meter title. 

However, a hamstring injury as a junior put an abrupt 

to her promising season. 

Johnson also has the state's fastest time in the 100-meter 

She ran the race for the first time at the Metro Relays, and 

(ame out on top of the state charts. 

The senior star will compete in four events at the upcoming 

Meet. 

She'll run the 4 x 100 and 4 x 400, along with the open 100-

and 400-meter dashes. 

"I hate to lose:' Johnson said. "I am going to give it my best 

t at State:' 

Lodge said johnson will be greatly missed by the team 

grad uation. 

"She is definitely one of the fastest and most talented 

that 1 have ever coached:' he said. 

The future looks bright for the graduating senior. 

SPORTS THE REGISTER 11A 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Junior commits to 
Bluejays, joins rival 

BY PATRICK BREEN 

The last time they met on the court, Young 

drew a charge sending Jones to the bench in the final 

period of overtime. 

But now the two will meet again. This time on 

the same side in 2008. 

juniors Joshua Jones and Antione Young have 

both played in clutch situations. 

They've both won State Championships. 

They've both been named to the All-Nebraska 

team. 

They've both received multiple scholarship 

offers. 

And now, the two will be playing for the 

Creighton University Bluejays in the 2008-09 

season. 

''I'm excited; jones said. ''I've grown-up wanting 

to be a Bluejay." 

Initially, Jones said, his plan was to attend the 

feeder schools. He went to a jesuit school that would 

feed Creighton Prep. From there he would go to 

Prep, and then to Creighton. 

"1 was tired of going to an all-boys school:' he 

said. "All my friends were going here (Central):' 

So instead of follOWing the laid-out plan, he 

went to Central. 

And everything has seemingly worked out. He 

has won two State Championships, earning honors 

each year with the Eagles, playing varsity every time. 

And he's received interest from colleges both in the 

Midwest and on the coast. 

lones said he decided on Creighton for several 

reasons. 

First, he said, the situation was right for him 

and he had wanted to play for them since he was a 

kid. Then, he talked about the role of his family in 

the decision. 

"My family can watch me play:' jones 

said. "Altman and the leaders of the team were 

welcoming." 

He said Altman's brief departure as head coach 

didn't affect his decision, but he was glad Altman 

came back. 

"I haven't talked to him that much:' lanes said, 

"but 1 heard he had high words of me:' 

jones said he was recruited by Derrin Devrise, 

the recruiting director at Creighton, and said he kept 

him well informed on the team and the interest in 

his play. 

"He tells me what is going on:' jones said, "and 

how they feeI:' 

Jones said this attention helped sway his 

deciSion, and Devrise made the university, only a few 

blocks from Central, feel like home. 

This isn't the first time Young and jones will be 

playing together. 

They are the captains of the team, which includes 

fellow Eagle, junior Lorenzo Wilson. 

"Its good:' Jones said. "We get a chance to play 

together:' 

The team traveled to Houston, Texas to play in 

a tournament. 

Jones said playing with Young could help them 

for their years at Creighton. 

Coach Eric Behrens said the two were some of 

the best players in the State, which was evident in 

their play at the State Tournament. 

Behrens said he couldn't compare the two star 

athletes to each other, however. 

"They're different players:' Behrens said. "They 

each have their own skills:' 

One of the main differences was that Jones 

would be a shooting guard, while Young would be 

a point guard. 

1hey each averaged over 16 points a game in 

the regular season, but jones posted more rebounds 

and Young more assists. 

They will each play an impact on a Missouri 

Valley Conference team that needs players to replace 

graduated seniors Nate Funk, Anthony Toliver and 

2008 senior Dane Watts. 

To make a larger impact on the team, jones 

said he will practice and continue to play over the 

summer. The extra playing and workouts will 

improve his skills , he said. 

"I hope to improve the strength in my right 

hand:' Jones said. 

Through summer workouts and practice, lones 

said he believes he can make an immediate impact as 

a freshman for Creighton. 

This isn't Eagle head coach Eric Behrens' first 

time seeing one of his players raise his game to the 

collegiate level. Carl White signed with Illinois 

Chicago, BJ Valentine went with a junior-college then 

worked hi s way to Texas Tech and Skylar Thomas 

was able to walk on at Kansas State. 

In Antione Young's freshman year at Bellevue 

West, the T-birds won the title. In his second year 

they suffered a narrow overtime defeat to the Eagles. 

And in his third year he saw a replay, losing to the 

Eagles once again . 

"I want to change the style of play;' jones said. 

"Have a run-and-gun offense:' 

Behrens has coached him for three years and 

has seen his style of play. He said he's seen him 

mature and become more experienced. 

"He has a real high-skill level;' Behrens said. 

"He's strong, quick, can rebound and is a real good 

shooter." 

Both players still have one year to rack up more 

stats and more college offers. 

As her days at Central are winding down, Johnson looks 

upcoming collegiate experience with high hopes for the 
Jl I.Jt IIHh :1 

The two played on "The Premier:' a select 
, .... , ,',,,, " " ,. "",, . , :, ,, .. ,1 , I" "' , J" iI . ,," P'~~U I P.ATRICIlBRE8URElI$lER lIll r b'a~Re't'J) l aJl ' ~3'mbefore ' hlg1'J : s t h 'd 61. ' ,0> , I 

Neither of the two is obligated to play for 

Creighton. Verbal commitments are just a way of 

colleges knowing that players are interested in their 

college ~ " . ,',,' : ':: , .. :'. ":"" ,n oo , . 
She said she knows how far she wants to go, , 

"And I know how hard I am going to llave to work to 'get 

.. she said. 

, Junior Josh Jones charges in for a lay-up against the T-birds in And currently they are playing on the Omaha 

a mid-season loss. Jones will now be playing along side T -birds' Crusaders together, another select basketball team 

junior Antlone Young at Creighton in the 2008-2009 season. in which players from around the Metro join forces. 

Even though he is not held to the Bluejays by a 

signature, jones said he is quite sure that he will be 

playing for the Bluejays in the 2008 season . 

eniors play their way together, earning scholarship to same school 
BY PATRICK BREEN joining a team that we nt from 26-27 two seasons ago to 43-10 last year, capturing the 

Great Plains Athletic Conference title. 

A room crowded with teammates, parents and laughter was seen at the signing of 

Ashley Rose and Kelsie Maslo. 

A defin ite improvement. 

"Their upcoming season," Roff sa id, "the girls will push our returning starters to 

play harder to keep their ' pots. (There i.l) a good possibility of playing time:' 

Although Ashley and Kelsie are playi ng togeth er again, they each have their own 

attributes and positions to make them unique. 

The two, who have played along side each other for their complete Central 

will be joining each other at Dana College in Blair, Neb. 

"I'm excited;'Maslo said. "Since we know each other, it will make it (the transition ) 

so awkward:' 

The two have played with each other on the Eagle softball team for four years, 

on varsity. They have each seen their skills and abilities improve throughout the 

Each became stronger, smarter and more experienced, Dana softball coach 

"Ashley is an utility," Rolf said. "She can play infield and outfield. Kelsie is a strong 

and quick outfielder." 

1he dilfc rences give the team options to play them. 

They saw attr ibutes and hard work when they desc ribed how they got to where 

Roff said. theyare. 

"They're the type of players that are good students, good kids and good athletes:' 

said. "We've (the college) watched these two players and they're very good fit s." 

Roff said they had watched the girls play in several games. She said she and her 

The two played ove r the summer improving all aspects of the game. 

'Tm a strong leader;' Rose said. "Real vocal and I never give up." 

Maslo said she has become stronge r, mentall y and physically. She said she has 

become more serio liS about athletics and school. , tants chose the two players not only for their on-the-field skills, but the leadership 

clubhouse. "111t~ years at Cen tral:' she said , "have definitel y taught me teamwork:' 

"They have good personalities;' Roff said. "That makes them some of the stand­

players they are:' 

Rose agreed Dana was the best fit for them. She said she decided on the school 

of the small classes, close teacher-student relationship and the so ftb all 

The teamwork of the two wiJlnow be seen on the Dana field, rather than the Dill 

field th ey have been pl aying at this past season. Ashley and Kelsie said they look to 

keep improving themselves and the ri sing Dana softball program, and perhaps even 

take home a Nati onal Title. 

Maslo said Roff approached her and told her about the program at Dana. 

"The students were friendly and welcoming:' she said. 

"We have a strong team:' Ro tf said. "We're improving and that's an attribute to 

the play of the girls :' PHOTO BY PATRICK BREENIREGISTER 

Santon Katsle Mallo and Ashley signed a letter of Intent to play softball 

at Dana Collage. The two have played four years for Central. Roff said she felt the two were strong players that would make 

impact on the improving softball program. She said the two are 

At the end of the event, the two passed out cake, talked and laughed with the 

players and coach Jodi Reeder who made so mu ch of a difference in their past few 

years at Central. 

Senior represents Central on trapshooting team 
IlYCLAIRF. LANcno", 

Using the second amendment, right to bear arms, Sen ior Andrew Frcll ki ng hole!,; togeth er the one­

man trap team and is now looking to represent Central at stat c'. 

"It is so rare to see a one-man team for such a large school:' Fre nking said, "but I am st ill able to 

meet a lot of people who I never usually encounter in everyday li fe." 

Frenking said he first shot a gun after finding his dad's old hunting gun and worn -down pellet 

gun in his grandpa's closet. 
Frenking was going into his freshman year of high school and had just moved in with his 

grandparents in Omaha from his previous home in St. Louis. 

At first, he paid more attent ion to the pellet gun so he cou ld go Oll tside and shoot rabbits, 

Frenking said. 
After hunting down the animals, Frenking shot for bigger fi sh by moving onto his dad's 12-

gauge Springfield, 
Frenking said repairing the gun was hard work, but after rrplacing the fir ing pin and refi nishing 

the stock, he was in possession of a fine firearm. 
Frenking said he started to get serious with shooting once on the Creighton Prep trapshooting 

team his freshman year. He said he practiced outside of the season though, and trapshooting has 

become his main hobby. 
Frenking transferred to Central his junior year. Having personal difficult ies, Frenki ng sa id he did 

not even think being on a trap team h is junior year, but he still continued to shoot when he could. 

"Not being able to do the sport 1 love was incredibly depress ing:' sa id Frenking, "the second I got off 

probation I started shooting:' 
Still wanting to continue shooting, Frenking sa id, he had to go through some trail s before he could 

compete, 
Frenking said first he talked to the coach at Prep to find out if he could practice with Prep's team, 
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Senior Andrew Frenldng Is the only Central student on the Trapshooting team, practicing 

willi Pnp for state. 

maybe even compete, 

In order to represent Central, Frenking said he look towards athletic director, Darin Williams, for help. 

Williams said he had Frenking find another team to work with. 

Williams said he signed Frenking to a co-op with Prep. He said Frenking practices with Prep but represents 

Central in meets. ' 

Frenking said he practices with Prep once a week, but the coach is more concerned with his own team 

therefore, he practices on his own every week down at Seymour Smith to stay on top of his game. 

nI love being my team though, I don't have to focus on any teammates:' Frenking said. 

Trapshooting involves shooting flying clay disk, which Frenking said is sometimes nick-named "pigeons:' 

in mid -air. 

In a meet, five shooters take turns, as they stand at the poles 16 yards away from the trap house, shooting 

at flying clay disks launching from a machine in the trap house. 

Each shooter takes 10 individual shots at one pole and then moves to the next pole. Once every shooter 

has taken 50 shots the round is over. 

A little microphone is placed inside the poles. Once ready, the shooter says "pull" into the mic and a pigeon 

is thrown out of the trap house. 

A score keeper is stationed behind the shooters and closely watches each shot. After all teams and shooters 

have gone threw a round, the scores and handicaps are posted. 

Each shooter than shoots from their handicap, 

A handicap is taken by dividing the shooters score in half. The shooter moves back to the correct yard line 

according to their handicap score. 

Frenking said there are usually around 200 shooters, both male and female, and 15 to 20 teams at the 

meets. 
After the handicap rounds are done, there is a trophy ceremony to close the meet. 

Trophies and medals are given to the highest team, highest shooter and other shooters for their different 

accomplishments. 
Frenking said he received a medal for first in his handicap in April. 

He said his average from the 16 yard line is 45 out of 50. He said he usually shoots handicap at the 22 yard 

line. He said his overall average is 87 out of \00. 
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