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RENEWING THE DRAFT 
As the mil itary prepares to inject 

more soldiers into Iraq, are tqday's 

students tomorrow's warriors? 
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r anssexual 

o professor 

peaks to GSA 
BY t\STRJKA WILHEl.M 

Changing a person's sex is one of 

most controversial topics not only 

i .\mcrica, but also in the entire world. 

the encouragement for diversity by 

Central students and fac ulty led 

an informative presentat ion about 

Jns,exuality by ooe transsexual. 

Professo r Meredith Bacon came to 

in January to talk to the Gay/ 

Ight All iance (GSA) organization to 

l;,$ transsexuals. transgenders 'and 

related issues. 

One important goal of her 

a reseilialion was to make people aware 

Ir.lnssexual and transgender people. 

Bacon herself is a transsexual, one 

Ihl' registered 50 in Nebraska. 

The U nivers ity of Nebraska at 

(UNO) political science professor 

discussed the difference between a 

er an d a transsexual. 

"Transgender has n1l!ny var ian ts;' 

s,lid. "Some cross-dress or dress 

Bacon explained that transsexual is 

peop'le actually change their sex o r 

have an intense urge to become the 

_ ·,nnnm .. sex. 

For example, a man would become 

"'oman, as in Bacon's case . . 

"I knew I was diffe rent when I was 

.. Bacon said . " I liked to play with girls · 

I went to ballet school and then to the 

York H igh School for Performing 

that transsexuals . 

nsgenders and homosexuals do not 

what th ey a re because they had 

bad ch ildhood. Bacon herself had a 

I'i leged life. She went to prep schools 

her parents introduced her into 

society in New York. However. she 

I admit h er father was a cross-dresser, 

she d id not find th is out u ntil 

his death. 

One major issue Bacon d iscussed 

the right for homosexual and 

ranssexual marriages. 

Bacon has been married for 34 years. 

ng most of which she was male. Her 

then was Walte r. 

She said her wife was startled when 

was firs t told. But. she got used to the 

that her husband was transgender.lt 

until a few years ago that Bacon 

the fu ll j ump to becoming a 
. r,,"o,pvual. 

They are technically still married, 

now that Bacon is the same sex 

ically as her wife. their marriage 

be considered illegal. 

She is a man, according to her DNA. 

she has woman body parts. 

The transition from one sex to 

takes at the very ieast several 

. '''UI lIn.< Bacon herself had to go to six 

il. norIth, of therapy befo re getting a sex 

ge operation. 

However. transgenders and 

'''';AUdI> suffer from a unique set of 

ional health issues. 

According to transgender therapis t 

egan Sm ith, transgender individuals 

they are living in a body that feels 

. U'''"dL ur.o to them. That a lone experts say 

vc ry challenging. 

When transgenders sta rt the process 

becom ing t . ~anssex u al, they need to 

through many processes. ' I hey must 

therapy for severa l months. 

en the transgendered individual needs 

get recom mendations from their 

allOWing them to obtain cross

hormones. 

To make sure the transgendered 

does want to be the o ther 

transgenders must do a real - life 

where they m ust live as the 

Computer Safety 
Even at school. you aren't as safe 

as you might think . How can you 

protect yourself on the compurer? 
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Basketball 
The boys team team heads towards 

the end of what could be ifs 

shortest season in recent memory. 
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Judge discusses 

legal system 

with classes 
IlYAt.lIIODGE 

Afte r 24 years as a lawyer and many 

more as a judge in the Nebraska Supreme 

Court, Ke nn eth Step han was m ore than 

quali fied to discuss the judicial system 

with Central's law and crimina l justice 

classes. 

"It's fun;' Judge Stephan said. "I 

enjoy the questions they have." 

Stephan said he was asked to present 

to th e class many years ago by teachers, 

Lisa Donah oe and Scott Wilson. his 

nep hew. 

Stephan said he talks to the classes 

about the Nebraska state court system 

and how it fits into the struc lure of state 

govern ment. 

He said he loves getting in to 

conversations with the students and 

answering their questions. 

He said he enj oys seeing high school 

students interested in law. 

Stephan said he h imself remembers 

being interested in law in high school. He 

said he remembers being very inte rested 

in history and English as well. 

He also said he managed the a nnual 

Road Show hi s senior year and was in the 

orchestra and jazz band. 

Stephan graduated law school in 

1964 after he had gradualcd University 

of Nebraska with an undergraduate 

degree in law. 

He became a judge in March of 

1997 after 24 years as a lav.')'er in Lincoln. 

He said he was one of seven judges in 

Lancaster County. 

His road to success was very long, 

but he said he certainly appreciated it. 

"]'ve enjoyed working with three 

chief justices:' he said. "I have a great 

deal of admiration a nd respeci for my 

colleagues on the court." ' 

Senior Aaron French said Judge 

Stephan's presentat ion was interesting 

and beneficial. 

"He's a rea lly nice guy:' Fren ch said. 

"He was really engaging. He seemed like 

he really wanted to be I here:' ' 

French said even though others 

in his class were nodding off, he found 

Judge Stephan enjoyable. 

He said he spoke about the modern 

Nebraska judicial system and disc ussed a 

va riety of issues with the class. 

French said Judge Stephan tried 

ha rd to inclu de everyone in the class 10 

make sure he had full class part ici pation. 

He said he used a metaphor to catdl the 

class' attention. 

He started out 'hy asking t'wryone 

to imagine they were on an imaginary 

island and they had to create their ow n 

govern ment. 

" It (the presentation ) was good. I 

rea lly liked it;' senior Jackie Pirtle sa id . " It 

was cool to have a guest speaker from the 

Nebraska Supreme Court." 

Pirt le said she is not sur~ what she is 

interested in as a career, and that is why 

she took the law class. 

" I was just inl eres tcd in learning 

about law:' she said. 

Frenc h said he is thinking about a 

career in the governmen t wh en he gets 

older. 

"Teenagers don't know mu ch about 

how the j udic ial system works," h e ~lid. 

"It 's just interesting to see how it works:' 

Judge Stephan said he cncouragcs 

anyone inte rested to go into law as a 

professi on. He said it may be a hard road, 

but it's ve ry rewarding. 

"Read Widely, work on developing 

writing ski ll s," he said. "Get as broad an 

education as you possibly can and stick 

with it." 

Pirtle said she enjoyed the lesson. 

She said for the mo sl part , it was 

en terta ining . 

" It gave me a different perspective." 

she said . 
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Classes open 

new paths 
· for students 

BY All HODGE 

· Some people may say Central is just 

like all tile other public schools in Omaha. 

· On the contrary, what sets Central 

apart is its wide variety of elective classes, 

Assistant Principal Ed Bennett said. 

· As students sit with their counselors to 

niap their schedule, they are met with a vast 

v~riety of new electives. 

Bennett said Central has no control 

over what they may offer as far as core classes 

are concerned, but they do have control over 

what they offer to students as electives. 

· He said the goal is to make Central as 

unique as possible, and as a result create an 

educational system full of opportunities for 

all students. 

Some of the new courses offered 

at next year will be anthropology, a 

psychological study of ancient civilizations, 

BEllm 

Art Apprecia'tion, 

the study of art 

history, Holocaust 

Literature,the study 

of the genOCide 

in World War II 

and Advanced 

Placement (AP) 

English Language 

and Composition, 

the first AP English 

class offered to 

juniors. 

Bennett said 

the planning for the 2007-2008 school year 

begun during the fall of last year. 

He said in order to brainstorm about 

what new classes would be offered, the 

department heads had meetings to discuss 

their ideas. 

He said certain things had to be taken 

into account such as textbooks, extra supplies 

and teachers. 

Then everything had to be approved 

by individuals at the Teachers and 

Administrators Center (TAC) building 

before the courses could be introduced to 

the students,-

Benn~uaid in order to add electives, 

it costs the district money, not the school. In 

that way it is an inexpensive addition to the 

school. 

"The costs are only involved in buying 

new materials;' he said. 

New materials the classes may need may 

involve textbooks and software. Otherwise 

the rest of the cost goes to the district 

Bennett said the classes planned are 

good additions to any student's schedule. 

He said the AP English Language and 

Composition class was a very good class for 

those interested and ready for a challenge. 

"I think it's an exciting and challenging 

opportunity for ju~iors to begin preparing 

for college work;' he said. "It's more rigorous 

than honors English 5-6, but those who ' 

put forth the effort will reap tremendous · 
benefits:' . 

Bennett also encouraged future seniors 

to consider Holocaust Literature for 'a 

semester. 

") think it'll be very engaging for 

students who are interested in that time 

period;' he said. 

FET members 

sell candy for 

school parties 
BY BAILEY DILOCKER 

"I influence' students' lives everyday, 

and I want everyone to have a chance to be a 

part of that:' sponsor of the Future Educators 

Training Club (FET) Robin Hanus said. 

FET's purpose is to promote education 

as a career. 

"My goal for students is to encourage 

students to consider education as a career 

choice because it is fulfilling," Hanus said. 

She said she didn't want students to 

miss a chance at being a teacher because it 

has many possibilities. 

There are also workshops that librarians 

and ESL teachers put together. Librarians ' 

and ESL teachers are coming in short supply 

and they want students to consider these 

p;lrticular careers. 

Students in the club also get to attend 

national conferences that allow them to get 

hands-on training as a teacher. There they get 

to obtain information about new software 

and techniques for the future. This way 

students can make a decision as to what they 

want to take on as a career in education. 

"You never stop learning," Hanus said. 

Students are able to keep their skills 

up with conferences that allow them to see 

different types of teachers, which range from . 

hearing impaired to a speech teacher. 

. Recently FET members sold candy 

bars to raise money to buy decorations 

for Valentine's Day parties at elementary 

schools. 

Students in FET have also given their 

time to tutor children in schools, which 

gives them a feel at being a teacher. 

The 20 members of FET will attend a 

conference on March 6 at the University of 

Nebraska Omaha (UNO) called Showcase 

on Teaching. 

Students will have a chance at getting a 

taste of teaching and the skills involved. 

WEDNESDAY NEWS 

PHOTO BY BOB AL-6REENElRE&IS1U 

Student teacher Drew Shradar helps a student during a health class. Shradar was In the Navy at the beginning of Operation Iraqi Freedom 

and was Injured before deciding to become a teacher. 

·Alumnus veteran returns as teacher 
BY All HODGE 

"I don't know any better adrenaline rush than things exploding and things . 

being shot at:' s.tudent teacher Drew Shradar said. 

The Central alumnus is working to get his teaching degree in health and 

history. As a student teacher at Central, Shradar works with family consumer 

science teacher Jeanee Weiss and social studies teacher Eric Behrens, two 

teachers who attended high school in the same years as he did. 

Shradar, before he decided to be a teacher, was in the Navy at the start of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, but retired due to an injury in his arm he received 

when he fell six feet training near Massachusetts before going to Iraq. 

"Because I was there at the beginning of the war, so much has changed;' 

Shradar. said. "To desGribe.it, I, don't think I could do It justice. It's a pretty. diverse 

country. It's not the desert everyone thinks it is:' .' 

Shradar said he and his unit were on medical evacuation in Kuwait. They 

were planning to go to Turkey, he said, when they were called for) 5 months, Feb. 

2003 to May 2004, to Iraq. 

Shradar said his unit stayed 60 miles south of Baghdad within days of the 

beginning of the war. He said during his 15 montHs in Iraq, he spent some of his 

time in medical hold in rehab for the torn . ligaments in his arm. 

Shradar said he was in the Navy for a couple of years and in the National 

Guard for two and a half before he went to Iraq. 

Upcoming 

He said he was a Masters student st~dying first -degree criminal justice 

when he was deployed. He had hoped to become an intelligence officer in the . 

government when he discovered his injury might stop him from doing that. 

Shradar said the govern ment felt he could not handle the duties in criminal 

justice due to his torn ligaments. 

"They had me take a bunch of silly tests;' Schradar said. 

After settling on becoming a teacher, he returned ·to his own high school, 

Central to begin his student teaching. 

"It's a much better learning environment for me," he said. It's been 

interesting because I'm with two different teachers. 1 think that both of them 

have two different learning styles." 

Shradar said in the health classes, his students are more attentive because 

they want to,be there more than the' students in his histor.y.lllass ... " ., .; ; .. ', 

He said at first, his history students. were closed and standoffish.' Shradar 

said he allowed his students to ask questions about him in order for them to 

realize he was more than a history teacher. 

He said since then, his students have been a little more relaxed and more 

open to the subject. 

'You know what?" he said. "Being in the classroom is a good time:' 

Shradar said if he does decide to become a teacher, one of the main 

influences on his decision would be the students and the attachment to his own 

high school. 

2-3 Road Show Performances 
The theme of this year's Road Show is "O! What a Road Show!" The theme was decided on by teacher John Gibson's 

Advanced Drama class. The performances are on Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m .. 

·6 Chess Team Competition 
The Eagle's chess team will . be in its second match of the year. It won its first and is hoping to continue its dominance 

against Nebraska and Iowa teams. The team uses these matches to prepare for Nationals later on in the year. 

1 0 District Wrestling 
The bo~s varsity team will compete against o~her Omaha teams in its districts. Players that place fo~~h or higher will be 

competmg at State. Last year, graduated senior Guy Smith took home a State Gold. The team is hoping to rekindle the 
magic with young player.s. '. 

17 -18 State AcaDeca Tournament 
The Academic ~e~athlon team will compete at Creighton'for a trip to Nationals in Hawaii. In earlier competitions, the 

team h~s steadIly Improved ~nd is p:eparing to try to take home the first AcaDeca State Title in Central's history. The 
team WIll have to upset favontes CreIghton Prep and Burke for the title and trip. 

24 Singing Youth Festival 
',. 

Freshmen A Capella and choir singers will be singing with other seventh through ninth graders in a choir festival. 
Central hosts the event. . 

JROTe 

dog tags 

fund -raiser 
BY EUZABE11i ALFARO 

The Junior Reserve Officer 

Corps UROTC) is once again sell ing 

tags, an idea that was started last year. 

JROTC will be selling dog tags 

Feb. 5 through Feb. 16 outside 

020 and in the courtyard during 

periods. 
This will be the program's 

year doing this kind of fund-raiser. 

Last yeiu the department 

around 350 dog tags. 

Last year · Lt: CoL Mike I 

limited the options for designs, 

this year JROTC will be offering 

designs, which will include clubs 

sports. 
"It fits pretty well with us;' I'i 

said. "The kids are getting good 

running it." 

JROTC also wanted to be 

from the other clubs and organizati on; 

Melvin said he didn't really like 

idea of having students carry 

money and having to be responSible 

it, which occurs when students sell 

for a fund-raiser. 

In the past, JROTC held car 

but Melvin said he felt selling dog 

was a better way to earn money for 

organization. He said this way the 

wouldn't cut in on the students' 

because they were already there 

and after school. 

The money that is raised dur ing 

sale will go directly back to JROTe 

will help buy new color guard em. i "" w", 

ranks, cords, new flags, covers for 

and many other things that are needed 

German clu 

teaches basic 

at Dundee 
BY ANGEUCA GENOVESI 

German Club members are 

to an after-school 

elementary kids 

the basics of 

, '~/ q.t~~~· .. r::l ~ 
"The main 

goal is to get 

kids interested 

in language 

earlier;' senior 

Bailey Jensen 

said. 

Jensen has 

taken German 

for five years 

and been involved in the club for four. 

The activity will go on for six 

and the eight to 10 members of the 

will partner up to teach the children. 

Jensen said Dundee 

School was chosen for the German 

there who want to participate. 

The children will vary in age, 

they will all learn the basics of 

such as how to say their name. holl' 

introduce themselves and colors. 

Jensen said they would use creo' 

methods and activities such as d 

or painting to make the learning 

fun for children. 

"So many people from 01 

countries already know English. We 

to start kids earlier and get them exci 

to learn a different language:' she said. 

By introducing foreign languages l 

younger children in a fun, exciting 

the members of the club hope that 

kids will take a language class when 

get to high school. 

"Learning a different language ' 

allow kids to realize what else is 

there and it will help them in the 
Jensen said. \ 

The French and Latin clubs 

also partIClpatmg in thiS actiVity, 

arc teaching at different schools 

different kids. 

Jensen said by having a variety 

clubs participate, the children get 

of a variety and it wili help them 

which language they like the best. 

"Learning another language 

really beneficial for anyone, eso,eCl all : ~I . 

children;' Jenseh said. "I hope that 

kids learn a lot from the activity and 

it goes well:' 
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ranssexuals no different from other people, UNO professor says 
CONTINUED FROM 'BACON' ON PAGE 1 

r ,e" for il specified amount of time. 

.\1.1 (1\ ' more transsexuals have surgeries, reconstructing 

. , 1", ,,\·,,, look like t heir preferred sex. Males to females (MTF) 

, i- :·,.·Clsi ,lllgmentat ions and femi nine facial reconstructions, 

1(,1,', 111 had. It takes a minimum of two years, according to 

h. 11 , ,1 to mentio n the t remendous cost it takes to undergo 

.'1 :h,' I'roct'dures Bacon spent over $120,000. 

11," l'itc the Illu lt ipk surgeries transsexual people have 

,,!," ::"I1 C. there arc some characteristics that cannot be 

·;,,:,'d. r ,' r t'x,unple, Bacon is still over s ix fect tall , with large 

,' .l ,kr< .IIHI a deep voice tha t, although it has been raised an 

:.M '11 ' \" , stdl sounds male. 

:{,' I:ef and happiness usual ly are aftereffects of the sex 

,I'I~ " . Ilowevcr, Smith said sh e hel icves transsexuals struggle 

• ,1 .,(kr becoming the o ther sex. 

. Ilw\' (transgenders) focu s on the sex change:' Smith said. 

:h', thin k it will give them peace, but sometimes they still see 

,hklll, and struggle in life." 

~ 11}\ ~cVt' r , some transsexuals and transgenders d o 

",'I1C t' severe depression. 11lc pre- transition suicide 

,1.'1'[ ra te is 20 percent, most of whom are MTFs. Bacon also 

",' Ileed sevC!'e dep ressio n , which she solved by talking to 

[ ,'1.Ij'i,t. Bacoll now takes anti -depressants, but talking to a 

i .: 1 health professional helped a lot , she said. 

III I herapy [ was frec to ta lk:' she said. "[t was liberating." 

\'. h,' 11 transgc nders ta ke the final jump, they experience 

I" ,1)n rc problem". 

: h,·i ,. emplovers or <.:o ll eagues can become hosti le, violent 

; :1' .• ' employer can even go to such ext rcmes as to fire the 

., ,,' <l lal. Also, friends and family mcmbers may not accept 

anxiety. 

One se rious problem that occurs is genital mutilation. 

This happens in 9 percent of transgender males and 2 pe rcent 

of transgen dcr females . 

GSA sponsor Rick Richards said he has known Baco n lor 

several years . 

'" knew some of her story and talked to the GSA sponsor 

at South (High School);' Richards sa id. '" was part of the Gay, 

Lesbian, and Straight Education Network chapter in Nebraska:' 

It was at an event sponsored by the organization that 

Richards met Bacon. Richards said he felt it was important that 

students be informed about thc transgendcr community. 

The president of(:entral's (~SA,Ad all1 Hankins.said he felt 

Bacon was a wonderful woman, very professional and nice. 

"She said two things that I've been thinking about ever 

s ince:' Hankins said . 

The first thing was how Baco n felt about same-sex 

marriages. 

"At that point I thought she was changing the world;' he 

said. 

Hankins said he a lso thought it was important that Bacon 

talked about depression. Hankins, a religio us Baptist, said he 

thought God made him gay fo r a reason. 

"] can't change myself." he sa id. '" didn't ask to be this 

way." 

The Catholic Church has become one of the b iggest 

opponents of transsexuality. Several years ago, the Va tican 

published a docum ent sta ting its view on tramsex uality, 

defining it as a disorde r. 

PHOTO BY ASmlKA WILHELM/REGISTER 

Professor Meredith Bacon speaks to the Gay/Straight Alliance about her decision to become a transsexual. The 

process Involves months of therapy, recommendations from a therapist, reconstructive surgery and augmentation 

and takes a minimum of two years. 

of h ow immeasurably the God who created them loves them, 

just the way they are:' Woolard said. 

Alth ough Woolard h as not met any transsexuals, she said 

she believes transgenders and transsexuals can be h elped to 

ove rcome their beliefs in transsexuality. 

Such sup port groups as Love Won Out: Testifying to God's 

Grace exist ill trying to encourage individuals to turn their back 

on homoscxua lity and transsexuality. 

Transsexua lity do es not just affect adults, though. 

Smith said she knows a lot of teenaged transgenders, and 

many of them go to Sm ith's support group. 

The students in the audien ce were ahle to ask Bacon 

question s after she was done describing her life and what oth er 

transgendered people deal wit h. 

r the : I hese si tuatio ns contribute to the depression many 

Va tican officials said they believe a sex-change operation 

did not change a p erso n's gende r at all; it just changed what 

they looked li ke. Pope John Paul II instr uc ted all bishops to 

never alter the sex listed in parish baptismal records , and the 

document also stated that Catholics who undergo the surgery 

cannot be married or ordained in to the pries thood or religious 

life. 

Rich ards said he thinks cveryone will come into contact 

with a tran sgender at some poi nt in their lives, so that's why he 

said it was important that Bacon came to Central to speak. He 

said people are distrustful of things they don't understan d, so 

meeting and speaking to Bacon helped everyone become more 

understanding and trusting of transgender and transsexual 

people. 

It was a type of support group th at tran sformed. O ne 

freshman asked how Bacon dealt wit h her friends, aC'luaintan ces 

a nd co-workers. 

sale ",' xuals fed. 

ends . I hey (usuall y) face isolat ion and ostracism from their 

=fore :·iI .. .. ~ I11ith s.lid. "But, ] woul d say they are n o different than 

,.[iler pe rson although many have family issues of how to 

I hey also experience substance abuse and extrem e 

Central junior Rachel Woolard is an opponent of 

transsexuali ty. 

"I th ink they are human beings like me, perhaps unaware 

He wanted to know because he was gay and he said he · 

felt different from the rest of his classmates. Question after 

qu estion , it seemed as if the audie nce was asking for help in 

how to act in the world. 

"[t's important for kids to have as much information about 

this as is possible;' Richards said. "I thought it went really well." 

b 
oreign exchange student's perceptions change after living in America 

:s 

1\)' Alj HODGE 

( lne mea l, a few sodas, a couple of magazines and one very long flight from South 

" ,,',1 to America and finally junior Ah Young Oh was introduced to her new life in 

: .. : rica. 

O h is a toreign exchange student through the organization Nacel Open Door. She 

!, I she is living in America lor a year as many exchange students at Ce ntral are . 

"The first time I tdt this culture it was totally different ;' O h said. "] d idn't like this 

"d." 

In Korea, Oh attended a public schoo l and then latcr went on to attend an English 

.I,ic my where she worked to master the English language. 

, he said all her classes were taught in English, an aspect which became very 

to her " .. hen she decided to become a fo reign exchange student. 

I' h said two years ago she visi ted ESA Travel and was shocked to sec people of 

. 'nt races and cultures. She said she became fascinated by the different cultures 

",'anted to explore them. Through Nacel Open Door, she was approved to travel 

was assigned to a family in Omaha. 

O h !>aid at the airport she fina lly met her host family, whose children attend 

Central as well. 

" ] was nervous before' met them:' Oh said. "They seemed really nice. They made 

me feel comfortable." 

She said her host mom hugged her at their fi rst meeting, something that was 

unusual in her cu lture. She said it su rprised her, but she didn't mind. 

Because she lost her bag, the lirst night she had to borrow her host sister's clothes. 

She remembers talking al l night with her host sister about her favori te movies and 

music. As straJlge as the whole experience was, O h said she enjoyed it. 

Sophomore Briana Kosmicki , Db's host sister, said it was enjoyable the ti rst night 

getting to know her n ew housemate. 

She said having a ioreign exchange student living in their house was like an 

ex tension of the family. 

Oh said Amer ican education at Cen tral turned out to be very different from what 

she cxpected . 

"This school is so big," she sa id. "The American students seem .. free." 

She said American students are lucky considering their school hours. She said an 

average school day in Sout h Korea is 14 hours long, five days a week for un derclassmen. 

16 hours long every day if the st udent is a senior. 

• 
H ' . ? . ave you. 

Chlamydia and 
Gonorrhea rates 

in Douglas County 
are nearly two 

times higher than 
the national rates. 

She said in Korea, grades are everything to a student. A social li fe is important 

too, but given the time restraint of school, it's almost impossible to have one. 

Oh said on occasion , sh e and her friends would skip school in order to ju st hang 

out and relax. 

She said as much as she missed h er friends in South Korca , she has enjoyed the 

fr iends she has made here, including friends from school and her host family. 

Oh said she is constantly asking her host family to give her tips on how to make 

friend s at school. 

She s'aid she didn't understand all that mu ch about how American students ac ted, 

and she thought tips of what to talk about and how to say certain things would be . 

helpful. 

She said Kosmicki introduced her to all of her iriends and made sure she 

had a place to sit at lun ch . She said it was just one of the ways they made her feel 

welcomed. 

O h said her experience in America so far has been very rewarding. Shc said she 

is very glad she decided to come. 

"] think it's a good experience understanding another culture," she said . "TIlis is a . 

new experience. I'd wan t anyone to come here ." 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 

CELL PHONE 

1947 
AT&T comes out 

with the first radio 

car phones, used 

on the highways between New York City and 

Boston. These phones were doomed by the 

massive interference encountered on the road. 

AT&T declares the experiment a failure. , 

1971 
AT&T proposes mordern

d~y mobile phone systems 

~hich would divide cities 

iAto "cells:' 

1988 
The Cellular Technology Industry Association 

is created and helps create TDMA phone 

t~chnology, the most advanced cell phone 

yet. 

2000 
The number of cellular 

t~lephone subscribers finally 

liits 100 million (up from only 

2:5,000 in 1984). 

.-
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INFOGRAPHIC BY PATRICK BREEN 
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NEWS OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 

wired: 

The world is changing at a rapid and increasing rate. A 

are tools and devices built specifically to appeal to the young genera . 

TECHNOLOGY 
2007 

Perhaps the digital world is expanding too quickly for us to control it -

when a chip can be put in our brains for the Internet, music 

Electronics integrated into teen life 
• CONnNUED FROM 'TECHNOLOGY 'ON PAGE l ' 

becomes a distraction. 
Another way technology is making its way into the hands of teens is the laptops students 

are allowed to use at some schools. 
Hawbaker said he wishes Central would adopt this tool because he believes it would be 

better for the students. . 
"Computers facilitate learning;' Hawbaker said. "Computers would make note taking, 

among other things, easier:' 
Sophomore Joie Venditte disagrees. She said she believes laptops in the hands of students 

would create more problems for the school. However, she said she thinks students respond to 

and learn from technology in the Classroom. 
"] think it's a lot easier;' she said. "I think because we were raised on it; we identify it 

more." 
Venditte said she sees students use their electronics in school everyday and she said she 

couldn't say she has never done it. In fact, she said she texts friends quite often, but has never 

been caught. 
Venditte said she doesn't think cell phones should be allowed in school because it would 

. cause too much chaos. 
"] think 'things are getting a little too convenient. A little too distracting;' she said. 

"'I11ings are getting explicit. There's not as many boundaries anymore:' 

Hawbaker said technology has improved the world significantly. H,e said that in case 

of an emergency at Central such as a shooting or a lock down, cell phones and other ways 

of communication are not only convenient, they are a necessity He said technology such as 

iPods, cell phones and laptops are also very useful if used in the right situations and in the 

right hands. 
"I think technology has made society safer and schools, too;' he said. "I'm content with 

the way society is headed in terms of technology:' 

Nutt is enrolled in CAD class hoping to become an architect when gets older. 

"I love it;' he said. 

Nutt said he realizes from being involved in CAD class, that computers are very 

important. He said in CAD, they use two different types of programs. They use the 

most recent Auto CAD program and a design program called Revit 8. 

"It makes things so much faster;' he said. 

Nutt said CAD has become a hobby rather than just a class. He said he 

appreciates the electronics he has learned to use. He said he enjoys them and he 

thinks they are very useful. 

EDUCA110N VS. ENTERTAINMENT 

With Myspace and Facebook, international phenomenons and iPods, 

,. ~ e ?.lc; , te wi¢ music, . televisi ~ n and movies, teenagers should never be bored 
agam. 

"I like it a lot (Xbox 360);' he s,aid."I think it's great, I think it's good to be 

able to relax, hang out and unwind:' . 

Nutt said electronics have a lot to do with his social life. He said he has 

had "Halo" parties with his friends where they sit around, talk and play video 

games. "Halo" is the name of a video game. 

"It's a lot of fun;' he said. 

Nutt said electronics have become a part of his life. He said he also plays 

on his Nintendo DS every now and then, but not as much as.his Xbox. He said 

he also plays games on the computer and surfs the Internet. 

Junior Jesse Tye said he spends a lot of his time playing Internet video 

garnes, especially "World of Warcraft:' 

Tye said he tries to keep his gaming from interfering with his work, so 

during the week he only spends about an hour on the computer if that. 

However, on the weekend, Iye said he spends about 

gaming over a period of two days. 
"I think five to 10 hours is healthy;' Tye said. 

He said the dangers of technology obviously depend on the person. 

He said he can see where some would consider it bad, but usually, it's just 

kids finding ways to fill their time. Tye said another form of entertainment 

technology makes possible for him is his music. 
rye said he spends a lot of time as a disk jockey using electronics such as 

surround sound speakers, turn tables and CDl's to mix his music. 

"Music is life," Tye said. 
He said although it may not be entirely useful, technology has become an 

important part in his life because he is able to do what he loves to do. 

CENTRAl'S CLASSROOM ELECTRONICS 
"If you don't get a full ride, you can enter the work force working for 

the National Enquirer putting the hands of Ben and JLo back together again;' 

said technology and multimedia teacher, Barry Branson. "Where this technology 

is going; it's incredible:' 

Central is rapidly becoming more and more high tech, which enables teachers 

to be more successful when teaching. 

Branson said some of the equipment the staff is supplied with is much more 

than the students rc:alize. 

He said the security staff is given a palm pilot on which they may pull up any 

student's information and photograph. He said this helps security when they are 

trying to catch students skipping. 

Branson said Central also has state-of-the-art grading systems, attendance 

programs and LCD projectors. 

He said the way Central is going, he expects the school to be so advanced a 

student would not be able to skip undetected, grades would be electronically kept on a 

main database for years and electronic portfolios will be kept on ID badges. 

Branson said in his own class, he is supplied with technology he is proud of. He 

said he uses SASI. LCD projectors: flatbed scanners and a program called Netops in 

which he broadcasts his lessons to the 24 computers in his classroom. 

He said his students respond well to the way he conducts his class with technology. 

They appreciate the hands-on experience. 

"At first it's a little unnerving;' he said. "It's kind of like big brother's watching." 

Branson' said if he wanted to, he could p~1I up another student's desktop and 

observe what he is doing. He could also take over their computer, rendering their mouse 

useless and show them how to do something. If Bran.son sees a student not doing what 

he should be, he sends them an e-mail telling them to get to work. 

He said the students in his classes are taught how to build web pages, creat~ fliers, 

work photoshop and conduct web campaigns. These are all skills they will need outside 

of high school. 

Branson said he believes in order to become successful in the real world, kids have 

to be fluent in the language of technology. He said the fact that Central has evolved 

into a more modern school and is continuing to do so is good for the students who 

will walk out into a modern world. 

Assistant principal Ed Bennett said Central puts a lot of time into bettering the 

school. This includes installing SASI, new registration systems and LCD projectors. 

B~nnett said money that was given to the school each year was allotted into 

different areas where it was needed most. Teacher submitted their suggestions last 

year as to what to get for the classrooms and the school decided LCD projectors 

would get the most use. 

Bennett said he liked the idea and thought it would tremendously benefit the 

students and teachers. 

Bill proposed 'to ban teen driver cell phone use 
BY BOB AL·GREENE 

"The whole issue is to'save people's lives," State Sen. John N. Harms said. 

Harms, from. District 48 (Scottsbluff), introduced Legislative Bill (LB) 415 at 

the beginning of this year's Nebraska Legislative Session. LB 415 would, among other 

revisions to state operator's permit regulations, make it illegal for teen motorists to 

talk on the cell phone while driving. 

"There's a lot of accidents that occur;' Harms said. "Adult or teens :' 

In fact, motor vehicle crashes are the number one cause of death for drivers 15-

20 years old. Already 10 percent of drivers 16 to 24 admit to using cell phones while 

driving, according to a study by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 

and that number is steadily rising in all age groups. 

I n an apparent step to help prevent the death of these young drivers, 11 

states have already enacted laws prohibiting young drivers from using cell 

phones. Localities in more than a dozen more states have outlawed 

the use of a cell phone by drivers of any age. 

President of Students Against Destructive Decisions 

(SADD) senior Jordan Wagner. said the ban on teen cell 

phone use while driving sounded like a good idea. 

She said while SADD mainly deals with alcohol 

consumption and drug use and focuses on prom 

and homecoming, this was an issue which would 

fall under the category of a destructive decision. 

public safety. 

He said when looking at the data, it's obvious more and more teens are bei 

killed in car crashes, and something has to be done about that increasing number. 

A study conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, located ' 

Virginia, found drivers who talk on their cell phones while driving, are four 

more likely to get in a crash than drivers not 01) their phones. 

The Institute also discovered by polling drivers who use hands-free phones 

talking on the p)1one is the real cause of distraction, much more so than the act 

holding the phone. 

Harms said the biggest issue was inexperience at the wheel amongst 

drivers. He said new and and especially teen drivers make the poor decisions to ' 

things like talk on the phon~, go driving during an open lunch hour or pack a num 

of friends into the car with them. 

. "It's just poor judgment sometimes;' he said. "None of this is necessarily 

towards the celI:' 

He said he thinks it is just a priority to deal with the problem if any drivers a . 

going to grow up to be adults. 

He said while adults are generally more mature and have less of a tenden cy 

do irresponsible things such as pack their cars with people, both adults and teens 
be immature. 

"They're not immune to any of those things;' he said. "It's (cell phones are) . I 
very distracting." . 

Harms said since introdUCing the bill, he has gotten a lot of correspondence 
"You're under the influence of something else:' 

she said. 

Wagner said her parents have already told 

her she isn't allowed to talk on the phone while 

driving. 

the public, mainly in the form of e-mails.He said he has been contacted by the "'11111 1<" _ 

of victims of accidents that LB 415 could have help prevent. He said the families wel·' I11,.., 

both excited and pleased by the development of the bill. 

Harms said he's had an interest in the idea for a 

long time and said he ' feels it suits the general interest of 

LB 415 was introduced late to the Legislature and has only just gone to 

committee, Harms said. He said a vote hasn't been scheduled yet. but it likely W OI 1 ! . ~ .. II_ 

come up until mid- February. 

"A hearing is the next step;' he said, "There are a lot of variables:' 
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, 
the forefront of the movement, the «Digital Revolution:' 

\ r hi~ h has taken so kindly to iPods, cell phones and personal computers. 

t'Vlces c~n c.aus(e harm ?r he used to inflict it. Wh~n will the day finally come 

mlTIUnlcat!on. You mIght say the future ... but the future is now. 

dministration battles with in -class texting 
Ill' Ki l l BL·CKI.EY 

!.II ;I OI" rim Scffron text messages during class 

i.I<" '- <, v,'ry per iod. He has gotten caught Illulti ple 

.. , .... hut .< rill texl messages anywav. 

It" <J)lllconc lexts llle in ciass, I'll text them 

. 1- . h,' said. "I don't th ink it's a big deal because I 

" ,hot nn my exams with text messaging." 

I Ie 5.1i d text messaging with hi s frie nds was li ke 

\d\\ ll!l of passing no tes. 

i Ie- said multiple teachers have taken away his 

!' i,h <l ll <', bu t he has gotten the ceJl phone back 

. ;;.,' ,'nel of .:lass. He said getting c<Hlght hasn't 

i'xci him fro m text messag ing. He sa id he hasn't 

!' ,ent to his administrator fo r having a cell 

'I Jl~' j,} cl ass. 

'",ial studies teacher Rod Mull en said he 

,,;!,I'1't <'I 'en count th e number of cc:1I phones he 

. , I.,I-.en away. However, Mull en said he gives the 

,.1 i' l(lllt'S back at the end of the class. 

i Ie- sa id he has only had fo ur or five phones 

. , '.11 ill Jd lllinistrators. He said that was because the 

: ,""11 , were sent to their administrators because 

,\ '\~ r(' uIl cooperat ive. 

l it' ,aid most students do what teachers ask 

" ell(1 do, but some of th e stud ents make it difficult. 

k ,.ri,1 it depended on the studen t. 

\" i,i ant principa l Dion ne Kirksey said th e 

'-' .ll ,trat ion tries to prevent students fro m havi ng 

1>., It<' J11S out in school by telling students they're 

,'I ··L: I' posed to have items like iPods and cell 

i ,n." befo re school starts. As soon as they walk in 

"'Irlding, electronic devices should be put away 

-he said she sees students in the morn ing wi th 

':', nic devices and she tell s them to put the 

",., away, but does n't know about cell phones 

. Pods in the classrooms. She sa id this is an 

method because the students don't want 

!o take away the device. 

Kirksey said cell phones and iPods aren't rea lly 

a pro blem because she really hasn't gotten a lot of 

refe rra ls co nce rn ing electron ic items. She said the 

teachers were doing a good job of enforcing the 

I'llit's because she really hasn't gotten a lot of cell 

ph unes that were taken away from students. 

Mu llen said cell phones and other electronic 

devices were prett y ea sy to spot, no matter how 

hard students try to hide them. He sa id even th ough 

electroni c devices are gett in g smaller it isn't a 

prob lem in catching students with cell phones or 
iPods. 

Seffron sa id he believed some of the teachers 

are apatheti c about cell phones in class. He said there 

have been times when he has gotten caught with his 

(ell phone and th e teacher didn't do anything about 

it. He said that doesn't happen very often, though. 

Mullen said teacher apat hy was more over cell 

phones th an electronics in general. 

" I can un derstand tbe apathy;' he said. "St udents 

really believe thM they have a birth right to have cell 

phones, at school. on theil' waist and on at all times 

during the day. When teachers ask them to turn off 

their ce ll phones and put them away. out of Sight, 

pants, purse, puckets, lockers, whatever, a lot of 

students refuse to do so:' 

Mullen said students will claim that they need 

the ir cell phones on because of an emergency or 

their parent s need to reach them, but th at doesn't 

make it okay. 

According to the student handbook, a student 

ca n have his or her cell phone or electronic device 

confi scated by a teacher and given to the student's 

adm ini strator if they arc seen. 

Stud ents can get thei r cell phones back at the 

end of the day b)' the administrator if it is the first 

otfense. 

Kirksey sa id she didn't think making the 

punishment for having cell phones or iPods 

out during d<lss any harsher wou ld much of a 
diffe rence. 

"I th ink we're in this situation because of 

advancements in technology;' she said. "I think 

society feels that those items are necessary and 

needed to fun(tion:' 

She said the number of students bringing 

electronics to school has been the same for the past 

couple of years. 

"[ don't think there has been an increase in 

usage or people having them since cell phones have 

been a big deal;' Kirksey said. 

However, Mullen said it was a huge problem. 

"Number one, it's a distraction to teachers, the 

class and the students," h'e said. "They're supposed to 

concentrate on their classroom lessons and not on 

their cell phone:' 

Mullen said having cell phones out was against 

the school rules anyway. He said another problem 

with cell phones is the text-messaging function . 

He said students could text message other 

students and get answers to a quiz or test in an 

upcoming classes . 

Junior Shelly McLaughlin said students need 

to take more responsibility. She said it's distracting 

to others and students should be more respectful 

towards one another. 

"I see a lot of people who have them (cell 

phones) out anyway;' McLoughlin said. 

McLoughlin said it was mostly that teachers 

can't see students on their cell phones in the back 

of the room. However, she said some teachers don't 

take them away when they go off. • 

She said some of the problem was that teachers 

may not hear cell phones vibrating. 

"It 's more the students not obeying the rules 

because they're not being ' enforced;' MCLoughlin 

said . 

She said administration imposed the rule at the 

beginning of the year, but is not following through ' 

with them. 

tudent exploits holes in cOlTIputer networl( 
• Name changed to protect identity 

BY BOil Al.·GREE\E 

"If you know \\'hat you're duing;' jun iur ji)hn Doe' said, ''rou can do almost 
, ... th ing." . 

Doe is a student who has learned huw to bea t the syste m. By "pinging" 

, Dlate IP add resses (sen ding ou t a pulse of infol'lIlation and wa it ing fo r 

" ,esponse), he can bypass une of the major limi ts put on studen ts on the 

,lllpU(er ne twork. He can acu:s, websites which OPS fi nd" to conla in illegal, 

,<I'·,.c·nt, defamatu ry, inaccurak or offe nsive materia l. This includes the hugely 

. '~'u l ar and also notorious Myspace.com . 

I )oe said he understands why blocks are put on sites such as Myspace. 

"It's for student protection;' he said . 

He said the admini stra ti on would of course prefer to only have school 

"lliputers open 1'01" scholast ic purposes, so student s did not become distracted 

I th~i r cI ,lsses. He said it is also tr lle if popu lar websites were all owed, more 

,I lis wou ld be li kely to be on th e computers. And if more people in the 

!I!idl llg were logged on to the computer network at one timc, the netwo rk 

'l it! run slowel' and less efficiently. 1hat knowledge doesn't stop him from 

'Illg what he docs. 

Jl ,le said he took computer classes at his grade schou l, where he was taught 

"" :0 use programs like MS-DOS and learned "hot keys." He said he also 

"ll,'J from his und e, a computer programmer, and after learning the basics, 

e '!J, t started tin kering around with everythi ng he could. 

I Ie ~ a id tinkeri ng is what he spends a majority of his time on the computers 

" ~. Most of the tim e, he said, he doesn't just 

Irl Ihe web uninhibited. !-lis horizons are 

.1, 1l hroader. 

Ily accessing al ternate I P addresses, si ft ing 

.rough lines of MS-DOS code and gettin g 

, he should not have, be ca n view th e 

students and even fa cu lty 

!lclnbc r \). 

"')u ppose want to see upcoming 

'''gll lllcnts;' he said, "I can. Student records, 

teacher records ... [ can do that." 

Due's power is limited , however, by how much he can change. Though he 

could theoretically get a jump on a year's worth of work and possibly see test 

answers ahead of time, he cannot alter any of the records he views. 

He cannut change his own grades or delete student parental contacts and 

the like. Only the network administrator has that privilege, and his account is 

too hard to crack, accord ing to Doe. So fo r now, even if he wanted to change any 

information, he could n't. For now. 

Doe said he recently completed working on a program known as a key 

logger. Key loggers are programs or devices that, when loaded on to a computer, 

begin monitoring and recording every key stroke the user makes . 

This would include the user name and password of the selected faculty 

member, and upon retrieval Doe would be able to see their user name and 

password and theoretically sign on to their account. For instance, suppose Doe 

wanted to make major changes to the Central High School website homepage. 

He knew olle teacher at Central was the designer of the page, and therefore his 

or her account would allow him or her to make any changes to it. If Doe was able 

to put his key logger into this teacher's computer, it would load and be absolutely 

invisible to the user. It would save everything the teacher typed and then could 

simp ly be removed un a fla sh drive, disappearing completely. Untraceable. 

The problem with such a plan, obviously, is the near-impossible task of 

loading and withdrawing the key logger program manually without anyone, 

especially the teacher, noticing. A long-term key logger on a computer used by a 

number of different people throughout the day, however, would be an easy way 

of getting other students' user names and passwords. 

And some key loggers are advanced enough to be sent and used bye-mail 

- the FBI has used them before to access accounts of suspected criminals. 

Whether or not Doe will be able to access a 

teacher's account with the help of a key logger, 

the activities he is taking part in presently 

and their punishments are outlined in the 

Central High School Student Handbook. 

.SIX EASY STEPS 

TO PROTECT 

YOUR COMPUTER 

firewall keeps away-destructive forces from networks you may have. A firewall 

intercepts all information and only allows those au thorized through. 
, , 

. . 

Step 1; , Devel~pa Security Policy 
Developing a policy will 'protect computers from hackers, vVhen estahlishing 
a policy, it is important to choose a unique password so that it is not easily 

·'accessible. . 

3;, Install anth;,""s software 
invasions, Some well -known 

nRl'lI'1 .... tninnecessary network devlst5 
Iq'iH",,,,Ull',, ~)' stems, especially serv,ers, it's not good to run nonessential 

server can be thought of as security in its self. 

.Keep operating systems up to date 
. operating $Ystems frequently. Updating can be inexpensive 

you connect thr?ugh the hi~ernet. Doing this protects against 

at Central might not have 

ability to steal students' money as 

this graphic; but the digital thieving 

and identity theft present a 

problem in the real world. 

A first offense would get Doe kicked off 

the computer systems for 15 school days . A 

second offense runs 90 school days and a 

third offense 180, a total of roughly 36 weeks 

(or until the end of the school year, whichever 

comes first). Doe said he was aware of the 

punishment, and listed the consequences 

from memory. 

!¥ii) y uonj:lu~:tU)g-a yenerabilityJest is a cost efficient \vay to check your security program. 
PL, .. VUIU" .. < a computer consultant and allow access to your computer for one or 

GRAPHIC BY MASON BUSBOOM-PIERCY/REGISTER 

"Yeah;' he said. "I know what it is, That's 

why I don't cross any lines." 

. t~odays . . 

INFOGRAPHIC 8Y ALI 

OF THE LINE: A look at the hippest technology outside of cell phones, computers or iPods 

CAMERAS 

'111C age of fi lm is ove r as cameras 

gl'ow smaller and cheaper all 

the time. With the adven t o f 

(,lI11 e raphoncs, however, the 

Ilc't'd fu r eve n digital ca meras in 

the; future is in doubt. 

THE CONSOLE WARS 

Every fe w years 

a revolut ion In 

v id cogaming 

technology CO III eS 

a long and so -called 

"Next -Gen" con~o l es 

such as the Xbox 

360 o r Ni ntc ndo 

Wii (right ) cause 

an exp losion in 

sales and renew th e 

compet ition. 

PORTABLES ONLINE VIDEOS BLACKBERRY 

Beyond the consoles and 

te levision sets, video games 

have expanded into small 

hand-held devices. Where 

once teens played primitive 

GameBoys, the screen of a 

PlayStation Portable (below) 
is almost as high quality as a 

TV. 

I , 

Youl:D!! 
Named the Invention of 

the Year by Time magazine, 

YouTube saw a lot of press 

in 2006 due to its soaring 

popularity. Videos ranging 

from recorded concerts to 

entire TV shows to at -home 

experiments and pranks are 

displayed . 

The iPhone's predecessor, th e 

Blackberry (below) com hi nes 

a telephone, the Inte rnet and 

e- m ai l capabili ties into one 

·device. It ca n 

also function 

as a personal 

o rg a niz e r 

and a status 

sym bol , 

espec ially in 

the field o f 

business. 

VINYL 

Even as music delfices 

shrink and CDs become 

almost obsolete, the LPs of 

yesterd ay's generation still 

retain th eir popu larity as 

m ore th an a novelty or retro 

fashion symbol. I n an age 

w hen songs are 

li tt le more 

than fil es, 

v i n y 1 

I i v e s 

on. 

" 
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"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the 

people to peaceably assemble, and to petition the government 

for a redress of grievances:' 

FIRST AMENDMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, RATIFIED DEC. 15, I791 

Greg Emmel 

PRlIICII'AL 
Matt Deabler 
AIIV\SER 

Bob AI ·Greene 

EDrrOIIIfI Cllll!F 

Draft will not fix troubling war 
Every day it rises. The death toll is at 3,088. It will go high er. 

We allegedly won the "war" in Iraq in less than two months . The 

mission was accomplished, right' 

Four years later our soldiers still fight and die. Over 3,000 dead 

and 22,500 wounded. The numbers speak for themselves. And now, 

adding insult to injury, the government is conSidering reinstating the draft. 

Remember, this is the very same war that was going to be a quick win and 

out. A cakewalk, right? Wrong. 

by. The unemployment rate is still on a steady climb, and more Americans 

are losing their jobs to outsourcing. 

Tax cuts upon tax cuts continu e to help the deficit grow to over $250 

billion. The gap between the rich and the poor is becoming larger and 

larger. 

A draft wouldn't fix any of that. 

A draft hasn't been imposed since the Un ited States became involved 

in Vietnam. A draft that split and divided our nation. 

People protested by burning their draft cards and being President George W. Bush has :now announce& the 

government will be upping the number of trooRs by 21,500. 

There is an old expression that fits this perfectly: "There's no 

sense in beating a dead horse:' Adding troops through extra 
EDITORIAl 

hauled off to jail. Americans jumped the border to Canada 

so they weren't forced to put a bullet through a fellow human 

being's head. 
The OPINION of tours or drafts would just exacerbate the situation. 

This is an unjustified war that this country desperately __ t_h_e_R..."eg,,-i_st_er_s_t_aff __ 

Some people detested the "draft dodgers;' calling them 

cowards. Others mocked the people heading off to the war. 

needs to end. "Operation Iraqi Freedom;' as the government A war broke the nation, but the draft divided it. 

likes to call it, is filled with holes, which lives are now bleeding through. 

I CAN RELATE 
A Column by Max Larson 

Junior considers life choices 

after friend's near-pregnan 
.. 

One minute you're fine and the next 

you're on a playground hunting fo r a 

one·in-a-mill ion pill in a rock pile. 

It happened' to me one night 

when two of my fr iends and I went to a 

playground, hoping to enjoy a midnight 

picnic, but it ended up becoming a life

changing experience. 

My friend Sarah (well, Sarah is what 

I will call her for the sake of anonymity) 

was sitting on a piece of playground 

equipment, like a jungle gym, when she 

became very emotional in the space of a 

few moments. 

"Oh no;' she said. "Oh my God. 

The one thing that I needed, the only 

important thing about tonight, and I 

ruined it." Feeling very confused, I looked 

to my other friend, and I asked why Sarah 

had become so upset.This other friend, 

J'll call her Ali, tried to console Sarah, bu t 

with little effect. 

Sarah sat herself on the jungle gym, 

a look on her face of utter defeat. She 

insulted herself, and she explained her 

stupidity to Ali and me with so much 

hopelessness in her words . 

I guess it should have made sense to 

me at the t ime, but that's easy to say now. 

All night, she had been repeating, "I 

have to take this pill at midnight. I only 

have so many hours. At midnight, I have 

to take this pill. I can't do it after that:' 

Apparently it went wrong 

somewhere. Sarah was about to take this 

pill when it slipped out of her fingers. It 

dropped onto the base of the jungle gym, 

fell through one of the rubber holes, and 

landed on the floor of the playground. 

It was a quarter inch , perfectly 

round, white pill amidst a million 

rocks of the same size, color, and shape. 

Ali and I crawled underneath the 

jungle gym, scanning over the rocks 

and straining our eyes. But it was dark 

outside. Sarah sat above us, moping 

over dropping this one precious pill, the 

ult imate mistake. 

pills to help terminate any 

pregnancy. 

The last of those vital pills was 

somewhere on that playground. 

We returned to it, this time with 

efficie.nt light source, and hunted 

nine square foot area of gravel. 

We gave up looking around 

in the morning. We left the 

behind us; that pill sitting tucked 

from our Sight ~omewhere. 

The idea of Sarah 

pregnant took a violent swing 

fantasy to reality. By giving up on 

the pill, we had accepted the fact that 

life could be changed forever. 

Sarah was noticeably concerned ' 

this time, talking to herself and i 

But she was unsure whether or nOI ' 

was actually pregnant. She was so 

about being tested, and was using 

pills as a precaution. 

She didn't even want to be 

the test came up negative, she would 

overjoyed, but if it was positive, she 

convinced that her parents would 

her away for good. It would end her i 

Despite her worries, Ali and 

convinced her to find out. 

At this point it was 2:30, and 

all drove to Hy-Vee to buy an 

response pregnancy test. The lady at 

register was old, and there was defilllli". 

an awkward tension in the air as she 

us to unlock the screen holding the 

The ride back to Sarah's house 

quiet. We went into her basemen\ 

waited for the results. The few 

that it took for the test to show a 

sort of felt heavy on me. I thought a 

about what'it meant to make your 

choices, and how careful you have to 

The test came out negative, and 

were enormously relieved as a 

came off the room. We 

Sarah, or gave her whatever 

congratulation is appropriate 

situation. 

I guess you don't go up to 
c 

Promises fro m all ies fell through. No exit plan was ever calculated. 

And now both the president and his advisers think they can alleviate the 

problem by throwing kids in uniform and placing an M-60 in their cold 

The perceptions of the war in Iraq were never pretty. Poll ratings 

showed that from the beginning people questioned the validity of having 

to go to war. The percept ions are getting worse. Less than 20 percent still 

view the war in Iraq as being the "right plan:' 

Each rock that our eyes sifted over 

looked just like the next. We used our cell 

phones as light sources, but the aid was 

minimal. As we searched, Sarah began to 

calm down, possibly as a result of denial. 

and say, ". Hey! So, uh, great job on '''I'IIL_,", _ _ 

being pregnant:' 

and frightened fingers. 

Open your eyes: there is a war at home, too. 

And the perception of a draft is even worse. After Vietnam, legislation 

was passed to not allow the government to pull thousa nds upon thousands 

of people out of their daily lives into the hell of war. W hispers of a draft 

were met with deaf ears. No one wanted to utter the word. It became the 

voodoo of senators and legislation writers. 

Ali and I left the playground and 

started walking to my car because I kept 

a flashlight in my glove compartment. 

The atmosphere took a sudden 

All night, Sarah had been saying, ' 

me. rust kill me. rust end my life, me "" 1110 .. , _ _ Instead of looking at the problems abroad, the official representatives 

of the United States must be looking to the problems within. The problems 

that are crippling this great nation. 

the life inside me." 

Spending on the war has already exceeded $ 100 billion and the 

proposed plan of sending more to the war will expand the already exceeded 

The country is pinned betwe.en different social and politi cal groups 

who find the American occupation to be the reason for their problems. 

The walk was four or five blocks, 

so we had a little time, and I decided 

to confront Sarah on what exactly was 

happening. After "a little pressing, she 

reluctantly explained to me that around 

a week earlier, she had had unprotected 

sex twice in one day. She went to Planned 

Parenthood afterwards and received 

But it was okay. Life didn't end. 

was a very real experience, but it was ' 

a dream at the same time. It came out 

right when it could have been the '"",,-.. ___ . budget. Central Journalism 

@ops.org 

E-MAIL 
High school drop-out rates in America co ntinue to go up. 

This war can't be solved with weapons or money. It can't be solved 

with death . It just can't be fixed. opposite. 

Everything would continue on 

before, unmentioned, unheard of. 

though nothing had ever happened, 

whole memory existing like a fanta s)" 

124 N. 20th St. 

Omaha, NE 68102 

MAIL 

402.557.3357 

PIIONE 

402.s57.3~39 

As it does, the quality of education in our coun try continues to 

dwindle. . 

Gang warfare continues to hold siege on communities. 

But Bush and his supporters feel they can fix the problem with 

overwhelming strength. The draft isn't the way to go. The withdraw is. 

Plain and simple. 

Drug dealers make profits on the street corners students have to walk Every day the death toll rises. 

FAX 

Some school athletes gain unfair advantages over harder-working students 

j FAST 

ATHLE TES 

An admission officer for the University 

of Michigan sits at his desk, examining the 

final two transcripts. One, a female with 

pretty good grades wants to major in English. 

Ano ther, an athlete with less-than -

impressive grades wants to be a 

How do you argue that though? Can 

you prove it? Maybe not, but there certainly 

is plenty of material that creates a good 

argument . . 

At the University of 

Michigan, an athlete with average, 
football player. 

Which one should he accept 

and which one should he turn 

EDITORIAL 
or even below-average grades has 

a higher chance of being accepted 

than a middle-class student with 

adequate grades just because the 

one applicant is an athlete. 

down 1 
The OPINION of 

the Register staff J 

The answer would seem 

simple, but more than likely, the 

athlete would be considered over the student 

with academic merit. 

Sure, everyone has heard of the war of 

equal rights between blacks and whites, but 

what about equal rights between "regular" 

studen ts and athletes? 

Notre Dame varsity athletes 

have been on national television, visited the 

White House and have different levels of 

expectations academically just because they 

are varsity athletes. 

Years ago, over-privileged high school 

athletes were thought to be a factor in the cause 

of the violence at Colu mbine High School. 

The teachers and administration 

winning debate team and other clubs 

printed in black and white. 

Another example was when two I 

school star football players, who 

responsible for a car crash that killed 

student and badly injured another, 

dismissed from their case during 

season so th'ey could play. The case 

reopened a few months later after the <P"UL . ...... 

had ended. 

Students as well as officials are guilt)' 

over-prioritizing athletics. 

Students know if they are in a 

sitting by a varsity basketball player, but 

probably wouldn't even realize the star of 

musical was sitting right next to them. 

Athletes work hard, no doubt, but so 

academ ic students. School work is a 

responsibility. 

Athletes ignoring that responsibility 

It is widely argued that athletes who have 

obtained a higher status than average students 

are treated with a Significantly different level of 

respect and that they receive more privileges 

D;;v.:7""Zi~:;; -::.~:: ~ ~~= =~ =::~~~::==~~~ ~;::=~;: ::~== = ~=:! -=~a s well. 

overlooked their bad behavior such as 

bu llying and bad grades . The athlete yearbook 

pages were printed in color while the award-

replacing it with an extra-curricular 

no matter how gloriOUS it is, shou ld not 

special treatment from anyone. 

The Omaha Central High School Register seeks to 

inform its readers accurately as to items of interest 

and importance. ' 

The staff strives to uphold the principles of 

journalism in all its proceedings. 

TheRegisteris a member of the National Scholastic 

Press Association (NSPA), the Nebraska High 

School Press Association (NHSPA), the Journalism 

Education Association (lEA), Quill and Scro ll and 

the Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CS PA). 

The Register is an 10-time Best-in -Show winner 

for large newspapers at the JEAlNSPA nati onal 

conventions in San Francisco, Boston, Phoenix, 

Dallas, Washington D.C. , Seattle and Chicago. 

The Register staff is also responsible for the 

/ 

publication of the EDGE feature magazine, which 

has also won a first place Best-in -Show award for 

specialty publications. 

The Register has won multiple NSPA 

Pacemakers. 

The Pacemaker is cons idered the Pulitzer Prize of 

high school journalism. 

It has also won many Co rnh u s k e~ awards from 

NHSPA. 

It has been awarded Gold and Silver Crowns from 

CSPA for its overall work. 

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the Register 

staff and do not necessarily represent the opinion of 

Central High School or its faculty. 

Signed editorials are the opinion of the author 

alone, and do not necessarily represent the opinion ' 

of Central High School or the Register staff. 

Letters to the ed itor are encouraged. 

They can be sent to the Register at 124 N. 20th 

St., Omaha, NE 68102 or via e-mail to Ce ntral. 

Journalism@ops.org. 

Letters must include the author's full name and 

grade. The use of pen names is not permitted. 

Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters will be 

edited for length , clarity, taste and accuracy. 

Misrepresentation of fact will not be considered. 
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LmERS TO THE EDITOR 

COLUMNS 
REGISTER YOUR OPINION 

CARTOONS 

"If Central students didn't 

have technology including 

texting, comput,ers, etc., we 

would not be able to function:' 

II 

Ebonie Epinger (10) 

:y 

wired: 
TECHNOLOGY 

2007 

.---. 

-----..----~ .- . --

: THE iGOD 
In Japan, people call it «The Thumb Generation)); the teens who are so 

focused on their text messages or PDAs they begin to develop legitimate 

health concerns. With teens rushing to worship at the altar of this new 

. deity, it seems the evolution has only just begun. 

- .-- .. -

-= 

eens should be wary of side effects of techno-obsession 
One thing cannot be den ied, text" messaging 

"texting
n 

has become one of the biggest trends in 

. However, texting has become a problem 

society and teenagers. 

It is not just text messaging that is causing 

problem, but other electronic devices that keep 

. ng smaller and smaller. 

With the introdutt ion of Apple's iPhone 

multiple features, students are depending 

electronics such as this more and more, 

detaching themselves from actual human 

eraction. 

It 's almost like some type of religion. 

Before and after school, students can be seen in 

hallways entering and leaving the school talking 

their celL phones, sending a friend a text message 

li stening to music on their i Pods. For some of 

students, it's no problem to turn the devi ces off 

keep' them out of sight when the bell rings and 

However, some of these students do not have 

simple courtesy to turn their elec tronic devices 

during class and actually learn. Cell phones ring 

ring class and students are busy hiding their 

phones under the desks and tables so th ey ca n text 

message their friends. 

They listen to music in class by hiding small 

iPods in their pockets and wearing ea r buds up their 

sleeves so teachers can't catch them. 

The length so me teens go to so they 

can tl!xt message each other in class or 

electronics in the building, but instead they are 

taki ng advantage of that fact and sometimes abUSing 

it. 

With the shee r number of text messages getting 

sent by teens and the vast amount of time students 

spend focu sed on th ose tiny buttons 

and screen, it's no wonder teens have 
listen to some music is pathetic. 

Some students even have the gu ts to 

do these things blatant ly and pretend not 

to care about get ting caught. 

EDITORIAL 
come to be known as the Thumb 

Ge nerat ion in other countries. Apple 

has reported that 1.5 billion purchases 

have been made since the iPod came 
The OPINION of 

Then if they are ca ught, th ey whi ne 

about getting punished for having those 

the Register staff 

devices that sho uldn't have been out in the Ilrst 

place. 

Not only is this kind of behavior disrespectfu l 

to the teach ers and staff in t he school, and not 

only is it a waste of time. hut according to the 

student handbook, it's also against the rules to have 

electronics out during schoo l anyway. 

Accordi ng to last yeM's student handb ook, it 

was against the rul es to have any electronic dev ices 

in the build ing at aiL Students should be grateful 

that the school aclmin istration has .Ilnally all owed 

out. 

What docs that say about this 

generation? That they would rather text message a 

friend in cla ss then actually pay attention in school 

and learn? 

Psychologist David Meyer said all of the 

el ec tronic dev ices peo ple use induce st ress as well 

as make tasks longer by 50 pe rcent. Students cannot 

afford to be all stressed out because of an electronic 

device. 

-I he social skill s of teenagers are going down as 

welL In the future, wi ll there be no need for hum ans 

to talk with one another? 

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS 

If the Thumb Generation is an indication, the 

answer may be yes. 

People are even breaking up and being fired 

through text messaging. What kind of message does 

that send to future generations? 

That's it's OK to be lazy and take the easy way 

out? 

Text messaging has gone to the extreme that 

schools in Austra lia are allowing students write in 

text speech on exams. 

What's next? Job applications and business 

reports wr itten in text speech as well? 

It's no wonder some people are afraid text 

messaging is hurting the writing skills of teenagers. 

Text messaging and listening to music every 

once in a while is OK, but the Thumb Generation 

needs to learn some moderation when it comes to 

their cell phones and iPods. 

TIle Thumb Generation needs to stop being 

lazy and start actually talki ng with their friends 

face-to-face once in a while instead of sending them 

text messages all of the ti me. 

They need to put their iPods away and pay 

attent ion during class. 

.50 •• '.l1li.'_1 is easy way out for teens 
LEnERS TO THE EDITOR WANTED 

Letters to the editor are gladly acceplt'd in mom 030. via l'mail to 

CCl1traLjournalism@ops.org or can be placed in 1vIr. Deabln's mailb()~ in 

the main office. Letters must be factual and contain the author's full name 

and grade. Incorrect or unsigned letters will not be prinlt'd. 'I he USl' of pen 

names is not allowed. 

Technology can help students 
Editor, 

I think that students are too dependent on technology. 

ds can go on line to find answers on almost anything. It's like 

, don't even ~ave to think about the work. 

Furglson (10) 

·echnolloav not always needed 
r Editor, 

bel ieve that the students of to day, as a whole,are not completely 

ian t on modern technology. For mos t of my projects and 

rch , I generally use encyclopedias, as opposed to such 

nternet sites as Wikipedia. However, I do bel ieve that qu ite a 

of toqay's students do use modern techno logy quite a lot, if 

in sch001, then in other parts of their da ily life. 

Reno (9) 

rec~lnology essential for students 

students didn't have technology, including 

'ng, computers, etc. , we would not be able to fun ction . 

laving certain technology like computers can help us lea rn 

the world today. Texting is a good way for students to 

in touch with each other as long as it 's not during cla ss. 

-=b4ltnle EPinger (10) 

.. D 'lAI lVorld calls for new tech 
Editor, 

It's not that we will die without technology, it's just that it 

a new time and the world as we know it is changing. Without 

y, I would have already failed schooL 

Cardenas (10) 

. Devices should be limited to work use 
Dear Edi tor, 

I think stud ents are becoming too dependent un technology to solve things and 

spend th eir free ti me. Though technology helps with a lot of things, recreational time 

is th e time se t asid e for tel evision , computers and M P3 players. 

Kayla Troxclalr (9) 

STUDENT POLL -] 
Is It wrong to text message a friend In class? I 

, NO 

71% 

. . ~ . I 
. ·····1 

I 
,I 

~ ·1 • YES . 
, .j 

29% 1 

j 
,I 

Dear Editor, 

Sometimes I think I am too dependent on technology. I 

use the Internet to look up vocabulary word definitions to get 

information about essay subjects. I've used Sparknotes once or 

twice, but is that not why we have the Internet and televi sion? 

Television and the Internet give us the information needed to 

excel in our classes, but I do not think it would hur t if students 

used a few more books and fewe r devices. 

Clarissa Lovegren (10) 

Electronics not always negative 
Dear Editor, 

I think the students of Central depend on electronics too 

much. By electronics, I mean cell phones, iPods, CD players , 

etc. But just becau se we are dependent on these electronics too 

mu ch, that doesn't make it a negative thing . For example, cell 

phones are used so you ca n contact your guardian as well as 

your peers. 

lallka King (10) 

Rules on technology not enforced 
Dea r Editor, 

Currentl y, the school bans any use of cell phones, iPods, 

etc. during school hours. But occasionally, actua lly quite often, 

students do get away wi th the use of these devices without 

being caught. 

If the ru les were so stric t that using a cell phone or MP3 

player would not be an option at all, students would either be 

extremely fo cused at school, or they would go crazy. 

Ashley Pruitt (10) 

REGISTER YOUR OPI ION 

Should students 
. bring cell phones and 

IPods to school? 

"No, because they are a 

distraction. And other kids 

are likely to steal them:' 

Faith Everhart (It) 

"Yes, because music helps 

students concentrate." 

Michelle Negrete (11) 

"Yes, because students do 

need cell phones to caU in 

case of emergency. You 

have to be responsible." 

Teresa Reed (10) 

"They should be allowed to 

bring cell phones if it's for 

an emergency. And iPods 

for study halls." 

Carlos Carroll (10) 

"I think at certain · times. 

Music can help people do 

better:' 

Caitlyn Tapio (10) 

"No, I think they shouldn't 

use them . during school, 

unless approved by a 

teacher:' 

Will Robbins (II) 
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SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT 

OJ (center), played by Columbus Short, teaches a new style of stepping to the new members of the Theta fraternity house, involving more hip-hop steps~ OJ found the old 

style of stepping boring and wanted to give the dance more enthusiasm. The movie Involved more than just dancing. The storyline gave the movie heart. 

Good story gives dance movie new style 
By\VYNTER DAVIS 

"Stomp the Yard" had al l of the moves of a great movie. 

The movie was not just a dance film . It had a lot of meaning behind it to back up the 

cho reography. 

It had comedy, romance, judgment and tolerance, along with the theme of coming into your 

own after getting hit with life-changing events. 

The movie took the audience on a rollercoaster ride through the trials and tribulati ons of a 

teen being the big man on campus. 

action to it. The tension in his face every time he danced was believable, like he had been dancing 

all his life. 

Short had several supporting acto rs that helped make th e movie great. 

Laz Alon so played Zeke, the head of the fra terni ty, who was really cocky and only cared 

about one thing: win ni ng. He didn't care aboutthe most important thing, brotherhood of h is frat 

members. 

Real life choreographer Darrin Dewitt Henson played Grant , a big-headed step member of 

a rival house, who only lived in the shadow of Zeke. He was April's boyfr iend and the rival of DJ 

not onl y for her affect ions, but on th e dance floor as well. 

While at Truth College, DJ picked up some fr iends on his road to fam e. This would be incomplete without vivid dance moves, a line-up of cast 

members and a great hook. MOVIE REVIEW O ne of them was his roommate Rich, played by Ne-Yo, who had a comical 

style in the movie. When DJ first got into Truth College, Rich only ca red about 

join ing a fraternit")' and wearing the righ t outfit. He took DJ under his wing 

and looked out for him. Cnlings got bad fo r D/ when the dean of the college, 

April's fa ther, th rea tened to kick h im out if he didn't stop seeing h is daughter. 

The movie followed DJ, played by Columbus Short, a hot-headed dance battler 

who demanded respect on the dance floor and would knock down any barrier to 

get it. DJ got too confident, though, and that led to the death of his younger brother 

Duron, played by Chris Brown. 

........ 
"Stomp the Yard" 

Starring: Columbus Short 

After his brother's death, DJ packed up from L.A. and went to go stay with his 

uncle and aunt in Atlanta and attend Truth College. He took on new challenges, frat houses and 

had a forbidden lover, April, played by Meagan Good. 

Dave Scott did most of the choreography for the Ii 1m, as he did for "You Got Served:' The 

choreography in this movie was better, though. It allowed more movement and variety in the 

danCing than "You Got Served:; 

Even though Short portrayed a p redictable character, he managed to bring more life and 

TIle cinematography helped heighten the dance performances by having 

the camera slow down and almost freeze un the high poi nts. Whenever Duron froze in the air 

it seemed like he was never going to come down. But once he was, he was impacting the dance 

floor with a vengeance" ..., . , ,! '- ... ';' 

'f ."f; ' .... '. , .• ' . , 'I." 1'. 11 '-, ' ) ;..o· ~ n'; ,. 'I ' I ! j ,'.' t 

Having the audience inch off the ir seat s to see rawer dance moves gave the movie more 

appeal and kept the audience continually g~essi n g as to which dance move was going to come 

next. 

Singing, musi 
dominate 9 3 ~ r 

Road .Show 
IW KIM BUCKLEY 

Excellent percussion and drums are probably", 11,11' 

93rd Road Show is going to be remembered for. 

Overall: the Road Show kep t up tire staIlJ ,lI' 

excellence that has come to be expected. 

The Road Show star ted ofl slowly i l ~ , All I 

in the middle of the act there were sev e!: ~1 ,Ial . 

performances. II I 

For the most part the singing in Act I was w'iJ k Ilc\ I' 

it was soft, and at times hard to hear. It was prob:!lth I", 

the only fl aws in the entire show. 

There wasn't a ========:: 
lot of dancing in the 

Road Show, and th e 

numerous singing ac ts 

overshadowed the 

dancing that was th ere. 

Act I had humor' 

PERFORMANCE RE\'JE'; 

i "i ' , , 
"ROAD SHOW 2007" 

Directed by: Juhll ( ;il"", 

alongside the musical pieces. The ski t b)' one of I he 

classes had the audience laughi ng th roughout t l ~_ e ('11\1/ . 

It was by far the funniest act in the show. 1 he ~ , '\ '''''' ( , .. ,. 

movements by the actors added to the feel of 'I jltci I • 

silent comedy. I 

Act 1 ended strongly with an original a rr(1I 1gc::. 

from the movie "Drumlin e." Six students enterta lllni 

audience with strong drumbeats that had th e all ,lll 

applauding on more than one occasion. The per l": I 

kept the audience guessing by performing tr ick; "'" ' 

drumsticks. 

The percussion arrangement began with some rq ;' 

and ended with an old woman yelling at them . It ,, ', 

of the best acts of th e Road Show and the hard c,t ,,',,' 

beat. The audience easily got into the .street perfpfI , 

feel, which was also helped by the brick background 

Act 2 was stronger than the first. There 1\<1' 'I r, " 

. singing and several inst ru men tal pieces ill1rre"c' I 

audience. 

'There wasn't rea lly a lot of humor as in ,,\ I I 

there was a mix of light m usic num be rs along II !rI' 

performance pieces. 

Senior Brento n Donaldson had the most ink ' 

performance. He beat boxed and left the audience <11 1 

The jazz piece "Cold Duck Time:' perror rr'l 

juniors Andrew Kroeger, Alek Erickson and Conn", 

and sophomore Kolbe)' Wallington was a hi t. 1 her 11: 

energy of a d riving rock band and brought the jan nil , '. 

to an end by jumping up and down and landing ('! 

crashing drums . . . 

The CHS. Percussion Ensemble ended the ~ h o" 

the energetic piece "Pico de Paco," whi ch s eel ~ ~d ,1 

too short. The show could've ended stronger witl,l ;J I, 

piece, but "Pico de Paco" sti ll left the audience pleased 

the 93rd Road Show. 

- ~§;ecia( - 1{O - ad: ShoW In-1J-;Ytk 
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Scrapbooking Day allows students an opportunity to preserve memories 
BY KIM BUCKlEY 

Students, staff and other members of the community were able to attend 

Scrapbooking Day on Jan. 20 from 9 a.m . until 6:30 p.m. 

Deb Albright said students attending the event were able to work on thei r own 

scrapbook. Albright said the price of admissions was 525 and the event took place in 

the cafeteria. 

This was the second year the school has held a Scrapbooking Day. She said this 

year was more successful than last year because more people came. 

Tammy Champion was one of the many adults who attended the event. 

She said she heard about it through gym teacher, Lisa Studer. 

Champion said she has accumulated things over the years and with four children 

she really didn't have time for scrapbooking. 

"This was a really good opportunity to have a lot of uninterrupted time to get it 

(scrapbooking) done:' she said. 

Champion said this was her first time scrapbooking. She said scrapbooking was 

not really challenging, but it took a lot of time. 

"When you have a lot of supplies and things you want to do the best you can:' 

she said. 

Albright said the scrapbooking day was to raise money f ~ r the vocal music 

department. She said most of the money would be used fo r music scholarships for 

seniors. 

. r-I 

Albright said some of the music students sang over the lunch hour. She said it 

was important to give good scholarships to the seni ors because it encouraged students 

to do well in music. 

Senior Emily Waldo said she hoped to get o lle of th e scholarships. Waldo was one 

of the students who volun teered at the even t, but didn't si ng. 

She said scrapbooking day needed volunteers and she needed the National 

Honor Society hours. 

Waldo said she helped set up for the ~ v e n t, brought up mate rials to the cafeteria 

and directed where it went. 

She said several vendors were there from Creative Memories, Yes terday's 

Scrapbooking and Michael's to show di ffe rent techniques in scrapbook ing. 

Pam Towey was one of the venders from Yesterday's Scrapbooking. She said th e 

store liked to help all those who are doing fund -raisers and it was great fo r publici ty 

for the store. 

S h ~ said this was the second year Yesterday's Scrapbooking was at the event. She 

said the store representatives came back because they had a good time las l year. 

"It's a really nice atmosphere and we like to help out the G1 Use:' Towey said. 

Albright said door prizes were awarded every hour. She also sa id donuts and 

juice were provided in the morning and lunch and snacks in the afternoon. 

"We just provide some of the goodies fo r the day;' she said . 

Waldo said scrapbooking was a good way to share memories. She said she didn't 

do any scrapbooking, but it was something thai coul d appeal to her. 

PHOTO BY KIM 

Junior Adrienne ,l\nderson cuts wire for a creative proJect. She was one 

the music students who sang during the noon hour at the event. 
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Acting fails to f 

ve movie about 

eal kidnapping 

BY FRAN! JAMROZY 

"Alpha Dog" managed to show some promise. but 

I 't have the bite· needed to make it a spectacular 

The people who wrote and directed this film 

have found the story irresistible. 

Gang member Johnny Truelove. played by Emile 

kidnapped lS-year-old Zack . Mazersky. 

by Anoton Yelchin. Mazersky was kidnapped 

MOVIE REVIEW ...... 
"Alpha Dog" 

Starring: Emile Hirsch 

so the gang could 

settle a debt with his 

older brother. one of 

the gang members. 

During that time 

the gang participated 

in drugs. sex and other 

The hardest part to deal with was the unsettling 

some of this stuff really happened. 

There were witnesses to the crime. and lots ~f 

Throughout the movie. new characters were 

. r,ooucell as "Witness 1" or "Witness 2:' with the 

all the way up to the high forties. 

While the audience was being force-fed 
I ' . ng spoonfuls of violence and sex with plenty 

bad language. there was that compounding dread 

something really bad was going to happen. 

And it did. 

Rruce Willis gave a strong performance as Sonny 

, the father and dope connection of his 

~" 11 11l<1pp mg gang member son. 

Harry Dean Stanton also had a strong part as 

ny's drunken father and Johnny's mentor. 

Sharon Stone played the mother. 

9A 

She was the only parent in the whole movie who 

to actually care about the wellbeing of her 

Id. 
I 

Justin Timberlake did a good job portraying a 

PHOTO BY PATRICK BREENIREGISTER 

Junior Grace Krause cuts up lOIII8 wood to make a prop tor a play. She helps create sets and props at the Community Playhouse. Krause said right now she Is working with 
with a heart of gold. props, but later In the jar she win work wItb lighting, sound and costuming. . 

He genuinely befriended the kidnapped victim. 

The girls in the film were supposed to glamorize 

drug dealing gang lifestyle. Their role was not as 

characters but compliments to the fast cars and 

jewelry in possession of the lead male roles. 

'n1eir attempt to portray a few light characters 

unsuccessful and their performance left the 

Junior commits efforts to stage craft 
feeling more empty and horrified at the 

lifestyle. 

The standout creep of the story wasn't the 

' ''U1.ne,cleO Johnny Truelove. but Elvis Schmidt. played 

Shawn Hatosy, who did his best to emulate 

Schmidt played the punching bag of the group 

the peak of tragedy when he showed loyalty to 

idolized "friend" and caused more destruction 
rnllPn,rlllT the group than anyone else in the movie. 

His portrayal really painted a picture of what it 

like to be this guy. 

Despite a well-documented crime, good acting 

at times beautiful scenery, there was. no reason to 

this movie. 

Maybe a person would want to see this movie if 

was a huge Justin Timberlake fan or liked lots of 

I. 

Then again, maybe some people went just 

they wanted to make fun of the singer. 

there was substance, the audience left the 

feeling depressed and frustrated, and not just 

se they thought they would get a good laugh at 

expense. 

The movie was too dark and too real to be 

by most people. 

I 
i 

l 
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BY KIM BUCKLEY 

Most people come to the theate; to see a play or perform. Junior Grace Krause goes to the 

theater to create the actors' world. 

Krause is an apprentice at the Community Playhouse in a program run by Metro Community 

collef~~ l id she took acting classes at the Rose Theater from age Ii ultil she was 14. She said she 

ran the light and sound board during the summer at the Rose. Krause saId that was how she got into 

the backstage part of the theater. . I 

"[ defi~ , itely like the whole behind-the-scenes better:' she said. "Bat' tage has always appealed 

more to me. . . 

Krause said she found out about the program on the Internet. Pr · gram director Steve Bross 

said Grace was terrific and a hard worker. He said Grace is very good at rything she puts her mind 

to. I 

,. «She'~ just a pleasant person to talk to:' he said. I 
Krause said last semester the apprentices built sets for the plays. ~ he said this semester they 

picked three different departments to work in. She said she's currently iorking with props, but will 

work with[ electrics (lighting and sound) and costuming as the other two departments. 

Krause said all three of the departments were equally interesting t1 her. 

She said working with props was interesting because she got to par' t a lot and she was able to 

go to thrift stores to find clothes and furniture. 

Krause said she really liked electrics because of the mood and atm?sphere a person can create 

with them. I 
She said she was sewing and teaching herself the basics so she w~sn't so overwhelmed when 

she got into costuming. i 
Bross said when Grace applied for the program over the summer ~e sa", her and guessed that 

sh.e wanted to go into costuming. She asked him how he knew that an I he told her he guessed by 

her outfit. Krause said she has met many people working at the Playhquse and has gotten a lot of 

Because 

opportunities by being an apprentice. 

She said she really enjoyed the creative side of working behind the scenes. She said' she 

knew people who were interested in general technicians and managing tools, but she said she was 

interested in the design part of it. 
"I think you can be creative and in control of how a production comes about:' Krause said. "It's , 

a little bit more relaxed, too." 

She said her goal was to be a scene painter or set designer as a profession. Bross said when the . 

apprentices had to build and paint demonstration flats , Krause had one of the best ones because of . 

her artistic ability. 

"She has a terrific depth in art:' he said. 

Krause goes in every day from 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and registers the time on the clock. ' 

She said when apprentices have put in 600 hours they become senior apprentices, and they get 

their certificate when they put in 1,500 hours. She said right now she has about 150 hou rs as an 

apprentice. 

"It's definitely a major time commitment;' Krause said. 

Bross said the first thing they try to instill in the apprentices is the work ethic of the theater. He 

said Krause figured that out already. 

Krau~e said when there were shows she was always there from after school until she had to 

go home to sleep. She said the biggest struggle this year for her was balancing her apprenticeship 

with her schoolwork-and maintaining good grades. She said it was hard because she wanted to relax 

when she got home because she was tired. 

Krause said this year her grades haven't been as good as last year's. She said she wasn't really 

disappointed because she's working hard every day. She said she feels like she's spending her time 

working for her goal instead of just slacking off. 

"It kind of makes it hard to have a social life. We (the apprentices) practically live there;' Krause 

said. 

She said she has worked behind the scenes for a couple of productions already. She has worked 

on "My Fair Lady" at the school and at the Playhouse she has worked on "A Christmas Carol:' 

ilvlost Likely To Succeed 
Is Still Up For Grabs. 
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NOT A STEREOTYPE 
A Column by Kim Buckley 

Loss of mother's 

violin brings regret 

for ex-musician 
Nothing sou nds as bittersweet to me as the sound of a 

viol in. It marked the end of an era for me when my mother 

sold her viol in she had since she was a little girl. 

A II of my Iife,l just expected the violin to stay in the family 

to the end of time. 

It was the same violin she had given me to play when I was 

in el ementary school. 

When I saw she had put the violin out with the other stuff 

in the garage sale, I could feel my heart beating Wildly. 

I just wanted to protest to my mother that she could not, 

absolutel y could not, sell that violin. My mouth opened, but no 

wo rds came out. 

I wanted noth ing more than to tell my mom, "You can't sell 

it, it's been with you sin ce forever! " 

I felt the nauseous feeling of guilt creep into my stomach 

because I know r was the reason she was selling the violin~ 

I remember being so excited about finally playing an 

instrum ent. I felt as if I was following in the footsteps of my 

1110111, who played the violin when she was in school. 

There were a couple of reasons why r quit. 1 had enjoyed 

playing the violin, but I was getting bored and lost interest :"' 

Practicing the violin at home had begun to seem more like a 

chore I had to do instead of something fun . 

I wasn't willing to put in the time or the commitment to 

play th e instrument. 

And as bad as it sounds, it was just me being lazy. 

I wish I could S,IY that I learned the value of hard work 

alo ng with other th ings by playing the viol in for those three 

yeMs. but I can honest ly say \ didn't. 

I didn't learn any important life lessons or the meaning· of 

dedicat ion because there were times when 1 practiced only 15 

minu tes a day and sometimes not at all. 

EV(TY now and then when an orchestra played at a concert, 

l11 y dad would always coml11ent by saying it could have been me 

in a few years if I had kept up with playing the violin . 

He didn't mean it, but every time he sa id that, gui lt crept 

up on me and ruined that experience for me. 

It always made me feel as if he was d isappointed in me 

because I quit. My lillie cousin started playing the violin at her 

,(hoo l just a lew years ago. 

I am proud of her, but I can't help but be jea l o~s. I feel like 

she wi II succeed where I failed. 

It is like a co nstant reminder that [ was a quitter when 

it came to playi ng the violin. 1 also feel as if I let down my 

parent s whenever my family talks about my cousin playing in 

a con ce rt . 

It is as if they have this specia l pride in her because she is 

playing the violin and to be honest, it hurts a lot. 

It reminds me1lf the pride in my dad's voice when he talked 

abo ll t 'the firs t co ncert I played in. I remember him saying to 

some relati ves that so me of the students didn't play during all 

of the songs, but I played during all of them. 1 could just hear a ll 

of the pride in hi s voice. 

It is as if I have th is voice stuck in my head repeating 

"quiller" over and over again. If there is one thing [ associate 

with the word 'violi n, it is the word guilt. 

-nle last time I touched a violin and played it, a lot of 

I he notes sounded sour and out of tune. I couldn't help but 

internally wince. 

It sounded horr ible and I couldn't deny it. 

I found it to be symbolic. 

'Ole notes were sour just like the end of my short-lived 

career as a vio li nist. 
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New twists help create touching comedy 
BY ASTRtKA WILHELM 

"Catch and. Release" mixed characteristics from every 

kind of movie to produce a true masterpiece. 

With such moving actions between the characters, the 

movie was able to produce such drastic emotions as crying in 

one moment and laughing hysterically the next with tears still 

running down the face. 
The movie revolved around Gray Wheeler, playe~ by 

Jennifer Garner, after her fiance died on a bachelor party 

fishing trip. 
With nowhere else to go, Gray moved in with her 

dead fiance's three friends. Tossed in a small hopse full of 

complications, Gray experienced the class ic love story. 

But because of the new 

twists to the story, the movie MOVIE REVIEW 
was worth seeing. 

Every type of personality Ii lili. ~6 
was introduced in the movie. "Catch and Release" 

There was Sam, played Slarring: jennifer Garner \ 
by Kevin. Smith, the guy all 

the girls liked because he was hilarious and light-hearted, but 

whom all the boys harassed because he constantly had food 

in his mouth, even going to the extreme of 'waking up in the 

middle of the night and cooking waffles. 

Next there was Dennis, played by Sam Jaeger, the nice boy 

whose whole life for the past six years revolved on his secret 

love for his best fr iend's girlfriend, Gray. 

Finally, there was Fritz, played by Timothy Olyphant, the 

playboy who felt it necessary to have sex in a bathroom during 

his friend's funeral while a horrified Gray sat right next to 

them in the bathtub. . 

The mix of reckless and responsible housemates caused 

frictio n between all of them, leading them, especially Gray, to 

do crazy stuff and blurt out long-kept secrets. 

[n an effort to persuade her housemates and her dead 

fian ce's mistress that she was not a tight -laced girl , Gray started 

shouting about things she had done in college like stealing 

COLUMBIA 

Gray Wheeler, played by Jennifer Gamer, looks over Important paperwork that reveals a secret about her 

fiance with along with her friends, Dick and Sam, played by Sam Jaeger and Kevin Smith. Smith 

comedy throughout the movie, but Jaeger's character didn't seem to have a purpose. 

because she was crazed for the feeling. • 

'Ole tenSion-heightened when Gray ran into major secrets 

about her supposedly perfect fiance. 

With the revealing of the bombshells, one after another, 

emotions ran loose. 

However, what made the plot excellent were the actors 

and actresses. 

Garner sk illfully played the . na'ive fiancee who was 

appalled by what her dead fiance did , finding more and more 

incriminating evidence about his second life by the minu.te. 

Smith constantly showed his humorous and oblivious 

perso nality in most scenes, especially after seriolls scenes 

where great truths were revealed . 

[n one scene, after manipulating Gray to give hi m all of 

her kitchen appli ances that were wedd ing gifts, Sam attempted 

to make brea kfast lelr Gray to cheer her up, only creating a mess 

in tne kitchen when he unwittingly blended random materials 

with the cover off, all the while holding a bot tle of wi ne. 

Surprised at tirst at the mess he made, he quickly shrugged 

it off and dec ided p.ancake mix all over the ceili ng and walls 

was normal. 

However, Jaegel' offered nothing to the movie, just 

leeching off of other characters' abilities, once in a whik, , 

vindicti ve looks at Gray. 

Fritz was the most memorable charac ter. 

Sensual and mysterious, he steamed the mOl'ie I'), 

his powerful emotions for Gray, almost going to the ,', r. 

of stalki ng her. 

As Gray walked away from Frit z, he shappc <.J ,ph ,t, 

her, compi ling a portfolio of photos of her. 

The acting and the plot was the reason why tlk " 

better than the average chick flick. 

Heartbreakin g scenes, di rectly foll owed b}' laugha! ,Ie 

made the movie rea l and wonderful. 

Eastwood war film succeeds at showing horror of war 
BY ~ t -\X LAt~ SON characters beyond Saigo, so th ese letters. added little to the 

film's texture. [ t was a main th eme and a dud. 

"Letters from Iwo Jima" was meant to be a serious film Even with all the loss and dem ise, Eas twood 's fa ilure 

concerning the absurdity and desperation of warfare. with 

success that is at times limited, and others blazing. 

It took a Japanese perspective of World War lIon the island 

of [wo Jima, the only landmass preventing the Americans from 

reaching the Japanese mainland. 

to endear many of the characters to the viewer lessened the 

horror of their deaths. 

The background development of a character should not 

be an awkward intrusion or make the film d rag. The idea was 

interesting, but needed 10 be expanded on, and 

the film felt long enou gh as it was. 'Ole main character, Saigo, played 

by Kazunari Ninomiya, tried as hard as 

he could to stay alive throughout the 

Americans' unstoppable assault. 

Director Clint Eastwood tried to fit 

too many ideas in, but couldn't pull it off. 

MOVIE REVIEW 

.Ji_< 
11,e film's . maiil triumph came in 

demonstrating th e poi ntlessness of war. 

It exp lained that in war there is no good 

"Letters From Iwo Jima" and evil , but that eac h side bears varyi ng 

amounts of each and iUs up to the individua l. 
The viewer was supposed to feel 

the Japanese's tension, with a sense of 

impending doom, but never did. 

Starring: Kazunari 
Ninomiya Saigo constan tly questioned his com rades' 

beliefs regard ing loyalt Y·3nd respect. He found 

a new mea ni ng of "do the right th ing;' and that 

One aspect of the film came in the fo rm of letters , a 

majority of which were never mailed, and flashbacks. 

As the letters were discovered, or backgrounds of the 

movie's characters were revealed, a point was made that every 

soldi er has a story. 

An effort was made to establish a connection, but little 

intimacy was developed between the viewer and any of the 

no one in war wan ts to die. . 

"Letters fro m Iwo Jim a" showed, in a style th at might have 

been exaggerated, how submissive the Japanese co uld be to 

pride and honor. 

In one of the most effect ive sce nes, Saigo waited in a cave 

while several other men in his grou p committed suicide by 

hugging live grenades close to thei r chests. 

The fi lm, performed mostly in Japanese. tonk a ,I 

aga inst the Americans, which is not seen every day in A 11), , 

cinema. This point of view was eye-opening, s ho w ill~ ti'< , 

no glory in killing another man . 1\ 

'I he framework of the movie reflected soph i':, ' [, 

filmmaki ng, but it d idn't change any standards. 

The special t;ffec ts were nothing unusual, the ,1\: 
scenes mirroring a less-intense open ing scene to ~ S' ." [ 

Private Ryan :' It was dark and grim with people falJin ~ 

dead and every1 hing blowing up. 

l1le colors Eastwood used gave th e appearance 01 .1 I 

and whi te fi lm. Every th ing. came in neutral tones .. and I· 

~e lJ to emphasize the hopelessness. 

Ninomiya's acting was surprisi ngly earnest. and he d 

effecti ve job oi transcending subtitles. lhe res t of the " . 

followed suit, never taking flight nor leaving much (\ (" 1[, , 

TIle entertainment value of "Letters from IWl" Ji ll 

a whole was not what might be expected. The ac ti(ln . 

it had it s moments, was sprinkl ed over recurring elY 

li liliting the exci tement. It wa s in a constant state of r '·. 
and plummeting. . 

The focus rested on the extreme Japanese CU StOlll ' 

name of honor and Japan, and th at in war there is no g(l l\ 

evil , only those who choose to live their lives that wa)" 
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, Lady Eagles push to 

tate one game at a time 
BY PATRlCK BREEN 

"We can't be happ)' with one win;' varsity girls basketball head coach Chad 
said. I' 

Usually those words wouldn't be positive. But after an 8-3 start and an upset 

over the Thunderbirds, the team has every reason to be upbeat. 

"We proved we can beat anybody; Townsend said. .; > • 

Coming into a road game with number one ranked Bellevue West, the ninth 

Eagles were major underdogs. Bellevue West's team plays eight seniors and 

senior center, Brooke Delano. The Eagles played hard and hit major shots, free 

and rebounded down the stretch to secure the win, 62-59 . . . 

"Rebounding has been something we improved on;' sophomore Kailah.Bailey 
"We've gotten much better;' . 

The win launched the Eagles to sixth in the Class A standings and provided 

the second loss to the 14-2, Thunderbirds. . 

. "It rcally frustrated them (Bellevue West);' Bailey said. "People usually don't 

k we call beat them. We proved them wrong:' . 

The early losses in tRe season were spurred by the lack of rebounding, both 
and defensive, Townsend said. . 

"Rebounding really cost us some games;' he said. "We -re&t unded the ball 

better at Bellevue West." , " 

llle Eagles hope to use the win to catapult them to the best s~ason record in 

histor y. 

2007 SPORTS THE REGISTER 11A 

Twu years ago the team posted a 13-7 record and this years team is on pace to 

it. Townsend said players always look to improve each year. . 

" \I's tough to compare teams;' he said. "Each year is a different experience:' 

'TIle team is more experienced this year, playing six seniors. Three of which' 

been playing Significant minutes since their sophomore year. . 

PHOTO BY PAmlCK BREEN/REGISTER 

Surrounded by senior Alex Deleon (left), assistant coach Herb Welling and Junior Joshua Jones, varsity head coach Eric Behrens yells at his team In 

hopes of moHvating them after losing control of the lead in the fourth quarter. Turnovers and fouls led to the Eagles loss, 60-52. 

~ .' 
"If we keep it together;' he said, "we can definitely make a ruri. ~ at State." 

A close win propels the Eagles to sixth in the raf!kings, but the team is staying 

on the next game. 
Turnovers doom boys in Statere.,.atch 

'Td say we're on track;' Townsend said. "We'.re getting better 

each week:' ~. 

He said the only three losses this seasorr were because of 

the difficulties rebounding. The team lost twice to Westside 

and the season opener to the Millard West Wildcats. 

"We've come out and played hard;' Townsend said. "We 

rebounded much better against the T-birds." 

The team finishes out the season with mostly away games. To 

prepare for the road stretch, the team practices every day after schooL 

Bailey has been playing varsity since her freshman year, and she 

says she has seen a major improvement in team play. 

"This year, we play more as a team;' ~e said. "We are 

boxing 6\it and getting 

rebounds and playing 

defen~e. · There is a lot 

more team unity:' 

The ultimate goal 

of the team isn't-to set the best 

Eagles girl record. It's to win State. 

It's that simple. 

"State is our one goal:' sop hom ore 

Isabel Benjamin-Alvarado said. "We 

need to nail some plays and k~ep working. If 

we play hard we can beat anybody." 

The team will have to replay the 

Thunderbirds for the district titll). 

The team will either have to win Districts 

or earn enough wild card points, to qualify. 

Senior leader Jasmine 'Johnson drtves the 

lane for a lay-up in a win over Omaha North. 

PHOTO BY PAmlCK BREENIREGISTER 

BY BOll AI.-GREEi'iE 

The last time Central and Bellevue West met on the basketball court, the gym 

was different, the stakes were higher and the Eagles came out the victors, snatching 

what would have been the lhunderbirds' third straight Class A State Championship 

from them in a nail-biting overtime game. At the rematch bout Jan. 19 on West's home 

court, however, the outcome was decidedly different. After holding a precarious but 

sizeable lead for a majority of the game, the Eagles sl ipped in the fourth quarter and 

wound up losing 60-52. 

Head coach Eric Behrens said the Eagles were not focused on West as a team 

beforehand. 

"We know their personnel;' he said. "We know what we needed to take away from 

them:' 

The game started ominously, with junior Ronnell Grixby in street clothes on 

the bench alongside fellow starters Chris Griffin and Alex Deleon. Behrens said the 

decision not to include three of the usual five starters ·was disciplinary, but ironically 

the team was doing better while the sophomores were in. 

"I probably should've just left them in there:' Behrens said. 

West head coach Doug Woodard said the loss of Grixby and the ball-handling 

of the sophomores who replaced the starters led to multiple turnovers, wh ich he 

identified as one of the keys to the victory. He said coming into the game, West 

expected tremendous athletes on the opposing team. 

"We expect every game against Central to be a battle;' he said. 

West got the tip -off and was first on the board with two points, but sophomores 

Josh Bruning and Paul Simms, along with a quick three from sen ior Ben Kline, put 

Central in the lead with II points. West's returning starter, junior Antoine Young, 

attempted numerous threes, but as the quarter ended, the 'Thunderbirds were stopped 

repeatedly at the hoop and the point total of the Eagles rose steadily. 

Central's junior lorenzo Wilson fouled three times in the first minute of the 

second quarter and despite senior DeLeon's prominence at both ends of the court, 

the Eagle's score remained stagnan t: Young's persistence paid off as he was able to put 

his team within two, but Central's Josh Jones stopped the five-pOint run at 5:0] with 

a three pointer of his own. Outside shots would become a rarity for Central, and for 

Jones especially later in the game. 

West's full-court press smashed Central repeatedly and started breaking them 

down midway through the quarter. The Eagles began to lose their ability to push it 

to the hoop. Deleon started to look like a child gett ing his hand slapped out of the 

cookie jar. . 

On the possession after his third turnover, Deleon had the ball kn ocked out of 

his hands again. In a furious exc hange painfu ll ~ ' close to the hoop, he lost it , recovered 

it and got it to Jones, who san k it as a th ree. The hal f ended with Central ahead 29 -

21, but the team was beginning to look worn down. The lead was there, but its future 

was in serious doubt. West powered through the th ird quarter with Young leadi ng the 

cha.rge. He only needed to touch the ball to get past the Eagle defense, it seemed, wh ich 

was a stark contrast with the severe lack of penetration the Eagles could muster. The 

Thunderbirds were fighting for their chance, that much seemed obvious, and all the 

while the Eagles' power players like Kline and [ones seemed unable tu put points up. 

Wilson did much of the work in the first part of the second period, but heading 

into the fll1al quarter it was obvious he could not hold off West's Yuung and Jeff 

Allgood, the only other returning starter from last year. By putting the Eagles under 

constant pressure, the Th underbirds were within one. 

And soon they had the lead for the first time since the first quarter, thanks to 

Allgood's twin three-paint ers (one at the end of the third quarter and a repeat at the 

beginning of the fourth). The Eagles couldn't hold on to the ball. mu ch less catch up, 

and soon every shot the Thunderbirds took made their lead the larges t of the game. 

When Young wasn't sinking from inside th e paint, he was nailing free throws, and 

as it started to become clear Cen tral might not recover, chants of "Yo u need Grixby" 

boomed from West's fan sec tion . 

Matters weren't helped as fou ls put both Michael Partee and Jones out of the 

game. Jones himself hadn't sco red in the second period, and Central began employing 

such desperate tactics as rolling the ball at the start of each possession to preserve the 

clock, something a fan might have expected out of the Eagles' opposition ill years past. 

The tactics failed nonetheless, and the one minute marker came all too fast . 111e game 

ended with a final sco re of 1i0-52 . Hehrens blamed turnovers for the loss. 

reshman plays for hocl(ey team, breal(s barriers in male-dominated sport 
BY PAJRlCK BREEN 

"I guess the best part is hitting people;' freshman Alycia Noble said. 

A unifying factor of hockey has always been the violence. But the one thing 

separates Noble from the other hockey players is the fact that she's a girL 

has always been a sport dominated by men. 

In fac t, every other player on the team is a male. She said it was not like 

sports. 

"It's different;' Noble said, "because there are only like four other girls in 

school hockey." 

Throughout the years, many sports have been divided by sex. Individual ., 
like Billy Jean King broke the sex barrier when beating a male in tennis. 

ng that women can do just as well as men. Noble said that onc~ she's on the 

, no one!on her team thinks about her being a girl. ,. 

'''They treat me like anyone else;' Noble said, "but the other team someti mes 

easy:' 

She said at first, the opposing team might layoff a big hit, but once the 

starts going the players are skating and hitting at full speed. When Noble 

playing, there were very few girls involved in hockey. If girls wanted 

skate, people would push th~m towards figure skating. She said she had 

done figure skating and the girls who are playing hockey are breaking the 

Noble plays' in the Omaha league for the Metro team. 

''About half the players are from Central;' she said. "We play other schools 

'\1illard North and South, Creighton Prep and Benson:' 

She said Central doesn't have enough hockey players to have a school team, 
I 

but she likes playing with the metro team. Other schools have competitive 

try-outs and compete in Districts and State. The Metro team plays other OPS 

and Millard Schools that have enough players and money to create their own 

teams and rent ice rinks. Noble said this created neither an advantage nor a 

disadvantage. On one hand the team has a wider talent pool, gett ing players 

from around the city instead of one specific schooL On the other hand, schools 

like Millard North and Creighton Prep get to practice more often on ice. 

"Il doesn't affect us tuo much," she said. 

Noble said she had to pay $500 to be on the team. The payment covers 

rink fees and competitions. lhey are also a part of the Omaha Hockey league: 

The price may be large, but she said the price was worth paying since they get 

to play. 

"If I didn't have hockey or other sports:' she said. "I would be really lazy:' 

The team practices wherever it can. Since there isn't an ice rink for every 

team, the Metro team is forced to play when it is scheduled or when other teams 

canceL 

"We (the team) playas much as we can:' Noble said. "If the rink opens up, 

then we call each other up and get together to practice:' 

The team practices only a few types of plays. Plays after penalties are the 

most practiced. And she said they practice "kills." A kill is when the team is on 

an advantage and wants to advance the puck so it can score. Family is a major 

factor of why Noble plays hockey. She started when her brother started. And 

then her father also started playing. 

"My brother got me into the sports;' Noble said. "And now we all skate." 

Since then she has been skating for eight years. She said she has seen major 

improvements in her game. . 

PHOTO BY 'AmICK BREEN/REGISTER 

Freshman Alycla Noble plays on the Omaha Metro team, where she Is one of only a 

few girts who competes in all of the leagues' high schools teams •. 
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Freshman Geoffrey Miles tries to take down South's senior leader at the Eagles' last home dual. The Eagles won the dual, dominating the Packers with several pins in 

the first minutes of each match. 

Eagles look to rebuild, overcome odds 
Ill' P·ITI{ICK RREE\, 

"YO li have to feel like )'OU can whoop anybody in the court," varsity wrestling coach Jimmie 

Foster said. 

111e Eagle wrestlers have tu overcome so me major obstacles this season. A new hydra tion 

test, loss of key seniors to graduatio n last year and a team consisting mostly of fresh men and 

sophomores. 

Despite the probkms, the tea m looks pos itively at an upcoming season of hard work. 

"We have to work that much harder;' senior Nick Almazan said. "That's the way it goes." 

A season after graduated seniors Guy Smith, who took home gold in State, and Chu ck 

Mulligan, who is fifth on the all -time pin list, graduated, the Eagles prepare young wrestlers 

under senior leaders. 

"We definitely los t some really experienced guys;' Nick said . "We have to wrestle even 

better." 

Members of th e team said even with the losses they are playing well. 

"We're coming back pretty strong;' senior Lonzale Ramsey said. "The se nior leaders are still 

teachi ng the youngsters what they need to know." 

'1 he year hega n wi t h a dual win at Lincoln Northstar, but followed up with a loss at Westside. 

Rebounding sophomore wrestl ers, Sa m Almazan, Zack Andre and Anthony Fielding have placed 

in tournaments and seem to be confi dent. 

"It started off prett ), much as we ex pected:' Foster said. "We have a lot of young wrestlers." 

Foster said the team is confident and ready to pia),. With new young players filling most of 

the bracket, the team ha, undergone a change from the form it was in last year. 

"Leadership is very importan t to the team:' Nick said. "We (seniors) try to help in any way 

we can. You nger peop le need a strong example." 

Nick Almazan's younger brot her is one of the other young wrestlers trying to make an 

impact. As a fre sh man Sam competed in State, and Nick thinks he will continue to improve, 
along with the tea m. 

"We have the potential of being better (than last year}," Sam said. "We play hard :' 

'I he tea m is made up of th\'ee seniors and few juniors, but has plenty of sophomores and 

freshman ready to play. Despi te the youth Nick said the team, induding the younger playe rs, is 
always prepared to wres tle. 

"I don't see that man y negatives:' he said. "Some aren't used to the protocol of practices, but 

learn quickly. They have a lo t of potentia l. They're the future:' 

The team's three seniors; Mike Cold, Nick and Ramsey practice towards becoming State 

conte nders. Foster said the whole team has been improving th roughout th e year, and expects 

great thi ngs from the you nger wrestlers. 

"They're listening a lot more;; Foster said. "They are giving more effort :' 

The team only retu rns one state qualifier from last year, Nick's sophomore brother Sam. 

Still , co nfidence emanates from the team. 

"I th ink we can get four or five, maybe even six wrestlers into State:' Nick said. 

To be eligible for the State competition, one must place fourth or hi gher at Districts. 111e 

team practices eve ry day after school for two hours hoping to improve and be ready for the next 

tournament or dua l. The wrestlers practice several different positions in two types of stances. 

"There are several di mensions," Nick said. '''O n your feet' is one where you practice motion~ 

setting and attacks. 'Top and bott om' is when you r opponent is laying ei ther on top of you or on 

bottom." 

Team members said a key component to the success of recent wrestlers was Foster, who 

Nick said teaches the team discipline, sel f-respect and determination. 

"Coach does a lot for our team. He's a very experienced wrestler himself:' Nick said. "(He's) 

very passionate about wrestli ng. He is always willing to help and make a difference:' 

Wrestl ers have to watch their weigh t now more than ever. This is the first yea r the wres tlers 

will undergo hydra tion and weight tes ts. 

The tes ts are another obstacle for the Eagles. 'They place Ramsey in the same weight class as 

Nick Almaza n. The test won't al low Ramsey to go below 7 percent body fat. Ramsey can't drop 

that ext ra one pou nd to 152 so he could enter the lower weight class. This causes the two to 

compete for the position on varsity, not allowing the two strong seniors to compete in differe nt 

weight classes. 

"Bas ically, it (the rule) is hurting us," Ramsey said. "Jt has good intentions, but is costing our 

team points." 

In the past, the students would only have to make their specifi c weight. Now playe ~s will 

have tests done to make sure they don't lose beyond what is healthy for them, and to make sure 

the wrestlers are hyd rated. The new tes t makes it harder for wrestlers to lose drastic amou nts of 

weight before a dual or tournament. Through urine samples, the officials can tell the hydration 

level of the wres tler. Players feel that even with strict regulations, they can abide b)' the rules. 

"You have to make weight ," Nick said. "Eat smar t and know when and what to eat." 

Foster said a min d-set of a wrest ler is about confidence, and despite the problems caused by 

the new system, wrestlers seem confident for th ~ upcoming districts an d State. 
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DON'T CRY ABOUT IT 
A Column by Wynter Davis 

Sophomore finds 

inspiration for 

future in volleyb 
As we were led 10 the court, my mind was racing 

thought s of how the pl aye rs would look in person. 

Would they be bigger or did television just make 

look that way' 

I tr ied to keep focused, just walked and kept my 

-s hu t, out I was hoping for th e bes t. J knew it was going to 

something I wou ld remember. We got into the arena 

was enormous, with li ghts tlashi ng everywhere and 

] 

monitors showing all the players' movements. J stopped,llll'l _ _ _ 

my head back and just stared. 

I had come to see the college volleyball teams from , 

the count!')' on th ei r day of pra ctice before the finals, , 

Nebraska would beal UC LA and then Stanford. I was 

with my team for an ac tivity. We had decorated Washin 

(a nother tea m in the tournament) lockers and at~ pizza 

watching the prac tice, but this was th e big show. f 
As we were all bunched up tryi ng to get to uur seiY .... il 

J spotted the red uniforms. At first J did'n't recognize 

Nebraska team, and asked a friend if it was Stanford (the\': 

are red and black). But no, that was Nebraska. 

We all went to our seat, and watched in amazement 

person , those girls are so huge, im possibly tall with long . 

and legs. Giants. 

Their game wa~ even more intense than I expected. 

at practice, they were driving th e ball down and penet I 

the net with ferocity. 

They were goin g so fas t J could hard ly keep up 

them. On television it does n't look as quick, but when . 

sitt ing right there, it's a different story. Each ball hit the 

with massive force and loud cracks fill ed the air. 

One particu lar player stuck out to me. Nana M i 

from VCLA. 

She was amazing. J was drawn to her from the tm,, '1_S1 

first ran out on to the court. 

She had a specia l flare all her own and could 

ridiculously high in the air, adding to her already inc 

6-foot - j -inch hcight. 

She would dangle in the ai r for what seemed li ke 

and right before th e ball was up, her hand was there to 51 

right back down. 

Talk about hang time. 

And another th ing, there aren't a lo t of black 1'1 

in volleyball. It is predominately a white sport, so to 

someone like leriwcther is special and gives me 

know someone like ml' could do it , could ac tually play 

volleyball... It would be such an honor and a thrill . 

So need less to say, I was exc ited, glued to 1111' seat 

at a fu ture I could have, knowing all the gi rls behind 111e ' 

the same dream . 

I know it sounds sellish, but I th ink I want it more 

anybody. I know J havc the passion and the drive. When I 

ou t th ere on the court, I feci trcl', like I belong. 

I know no oll e can stop me. 

Seeing these gids playing gives me motivation to 

it a ll and take it all rlw way to the top. 

f 
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