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echnology stolen from first floor 
BY MOLLY MUI.I.EN 

Span ish teacher Farouz Bishara walked into room 120, 

Ilnlner'oom she found her LCD projector missing on Fri., 
2. 

SI,.. said she used her key to get in, so it was locked after 
, prOJccroJ was stolen. 

"It was really disturbing;' she said. 

She said the console that holds the projector was ripped. 
and the projector was missing. Since she got to school 

6 in the morning. she had to wait until someone arrived 

mai n office. 

Her lesson plans revolved around the projector, she 

. and so she had to find a way to teach her class without a 

or overhead. 
"Once you get used to technology it's hard to go back;; 
u~ . . 

She said she did not think it was a student who stole 

projector. Students see her use it every day and would 

rt enough to steal the rest of the technology like the 

control. 

Resource officer Jesse Stokes and the crime lab went to 
,cene and dusted the entire area for finger prints. 

"Other than me and a few other teachets, no one would 

their finger prints on my keyboard or the console;' she 

said." I would never let my students touch that:' 

She said there was $25,000 worth of technology in her 

room, much of which was useless now that she had no LCQ 

projector. 
"I have some special needs kids in my class, so 1 would 

use the headphones and use my projector;' she said. 
Now she will have to use a television . 

"There is no way 32 kids will hear a TV;' she said. 

She said she didn't understand why someone would do 

that. 
"Now all the students have to suffer so someone can 

watch movies on my projector;' she said. 

She said there were two problems that easily lead to the 

projector being stolen. First, there are several dozen keys that 

could fit her door, she said . Also, even after two requests. since 

last year, she did not get her lock replaced. 
"After asking the principal a nd the department head, 

what more can J dot' she said. 
T11e lock does not always work unless she locked it JUSt 

right. There was not enough money in the budget to fix it. 
This meant that if there was a lockdown in the building. 

she was supposed to get all 30 plus students to move into a 

classroom next door because she couldn't lock it from the 

Continued to Steal on Page 5 

Students handle stress 
with lacademic steriods' 

: 'Name changed to protect identity 

BY MOLLY MULLEN 

Some students are turning to drugs like Adderall to help 

them buckle down and study. 

In today's society it seems like there is a pill for everything, 
from headaches to sleeping problems to depression. 

When students can't find them legally, they get them 

other ways. 
Adderal l is prescribed to teenagers mostly for 

Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) and attention deficit 

hyperactive disorder (ADHD) according the Food and Drug 

Adminis~ration (FDA). 
Junior Jane Doe' has taken all honors classes since she 

was a freshman. 
She decided to spend her junior year working on Advanced 

Placement (AP) classes in addition to honors classes . 
.. I knew it was going to be hard, but I wasn't prepared," 

Doe said. 
She thought she needed some help. 
She said even when she wasn't working to her full extent, 

she was still studying fi ve to six hours a night. She quickly got 
over-stressed and had to find a way to buckle down and get her 

work done every night, before she got behind. 

She said she started to feel guilty for using drugs, even if 

she was being careful. A 19-day suspension and rehabilitation 
is mandatory if caught with any illegal substance. She wou ld 

buy the pills for $5 a pill and only take one at a time. 

The FDA classified the drug as high risk. Before it 

was prescribed as Adderall for ADD in 1996, it was called 
Oberrol. 

Obetrol had been prescribed for weight loss for 20 years 
before being prescribed for ADD. 

T1ut is why the drug has side effects such anorexia and 

sudden weight loss, even to those prescribed to. Adderall is not 
considered a new drug, according to the enc),clopedia. 

Jack Kerouak wrote the classic novel "On the Road" 

in three weeks while using dextroamphetamine, the active 

ingredient in Adderall. 

Doe said she had to look at her school situation. Even 

Continued to Adderall on Page 5 
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Students get 
glance at 
Ponca tribe 

BY CLAY LOMNETH 

Students got a chance to see 
how the Ponca tribe in Nebraska 
lived. Teachers, administrarors and 
students from Central and North 
High filed in ro room 233 ro see what 
the cultural direcror of the Ponca 
Tribe Angie Starkel had to say. 

Myles Jones, Central's Native 
American adviser, said he expecced 

75 students to show up. By 7th 
period, some teachers had brought 
down their entire classes, he said. All 
teachers were invited. 

Starkel talked ro the students 
about the hisrory of the Ponca 
tribe. She said a lot of students were 
surprised and had good questions. 
She said some of them didn't even 
know there was a Ponca tribe. Starkel 
is part of the Ponca and Ogalalla 
Lakota tribes. 

With her she brought the buffalo 
box, a collection of objects that all 
came from buffalo. She said her tribe 
used all the parrs of the buffalo they 
possibly could. 

'The bladder was used ro carry 
water;' Starkel said . 

The horns were also used for 
things such as containers. Starkel said 
if they were softened and molded, 
they could be used as spoons.5he said 
her goal was ro teach the students 
about the hisrory of their area and of 
the Ponca tribe. 

"How America is roday, a big 
part of that is the native heritage," she 

said. 
Jones said over 85 percent of 

the food people eat now the Native 
Americans knew about before any 

Europeans. 
Freshman Norrh High student 

Paige Drapeau was present at the 8th 
period presentation. 

"J'm (American) Indian, so I 
wanted ro learn more about it," she 
said. 

Drapeau said some of her family 
came from the Yankron Souix tribe. 

Competition 
directed by 
Math Club 

BY ASTRIKA WILHELM 

Twenty-four middle schools 

around the metro area competed in 
a challenging competition ro discover 
what school exceeded all of the others 

when it came ro mathematics. 

This competition has been a 65-
year tradition. 

Greg Sand was the director for 
this year's competition. 

"It was a chance for middle 

school students ro explore math," 
sophomore Carli Culjat, one of the 
helpers said. She, along with more 
than a hundred other volunteers from 
the Math Club, helped the hundreds 
of middle school participants. 

Sand thought this competition 
was a great opportunity for the 
middle school students. 

'They can see what they got, and 
they can say to themselves 'I need ro 
learn more math;" Sand said. 

The volunteers helped the 
students prepare for the test a little 
while before they had to take the 
tests. 

The competition lasted for two 
hours. Students in E-math wrote 
questions during class for the tests . 

There were th ree different types 
of tests. 

One was called the leapfrog test, 
which involved two people. 

They had two separate tests, 
and at the end of a selected time, 
they switched papers, and would 
then have to finish their parrner's test 
before time ran our. 

The next type of test was called 
the sprint round. For this test, 
students had 30 minutes to answer a 
variety of questions. 

The last test was the oral round. 
Students were given ten questions, 

and they would give their answer ro 
their proctor, who would then hold it 
up if their answer was correct. 

In all of these competitions, the 
questions were mainly geometry and 

algebra related. 
The top three students in each 

competition received medals and 
trophies. 

This year the top were Westside 
Middle School, Buffett Middle 
School. and St. Mary Magdalene 
Middle School. 
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Senior Sajmlr Gasa concentrates on his next move In a chess tournament held at Central. The high school students played their games upstairs. while 
middle school tournaments were held in the cafeteria. 

Central hosts Metro chess competition 
BY ANDREW REINWALD 

Metropolitan area students came to Central on 

Nov. 19 to compete and test their strategies against one 

another in games of chess. I 

TheCeatt.I Chess-TouErulffiCnr.was..divided int",* 

different categories for each of the 12 grades. Compute~ 
programming teach er Drew lhyden has been running 

the Central chess tourn ament for five years. 

He said his favorite part of the tournament was 

promoting the game and getting new students to have 

fun with it. 

He said he hoped by introducing young children 

to chess, they would be inspired to start their own chess 

clubs at school. 

"I get a pretty positive reaction from most," he said. 

"Some kids who play at home come here and realize 

they're not the best:' 

The Central Chess Tournament, the biggest of its 

kind in the state, is something the middle and elementary 

school students can make a goal for every year. 

Thyden said a major part of the success of the 

tournament was to excite the parents about their The diversity of the competition and the varying 

ch ildren's interest in chess. skill levels involved really appeal to Jones. 

"Some of them (students) like the competition. "It's good to have people from other schools come 

They get to play chess with new people," he said. to this competition," he said. 

Junior Ti~otby Fisher has been playing chess for Jon,es has been plr>::ing chess si~c he was 7 years 
'" .) "'" _......-, _ \ /' l/' ~ 

'about-five-yeary-an~aid he sometimes played with the- old.so"tO jo'ih the Chesr€ltlb wa a'l'latu ' C oi~or 

Chess Club. . him. Chess has always -b;-~n an inre; est of his be~use 
"It's basically a game of wits;' Fisher said. the strategies involved remind him of a battlefield. 

He said it was his first time at the Central Chess "It's war, that's how I look at it;' Jones said. "When 

Tournament and he liked the fact that players get to I see a chessboard, it's war:' 

meet a lot of new people. Sophomore Jesse Tye came to this year's chess 

"You're basically putting a lot of people who love tournament to not only prove something to himself, but 

chess in one building;' he said. "You can make a lot of to the chess club as well. 

friends because chess brings people together:' "I thought if I came I could get a little respect from 

Fisher said he thought everybody used their own the members (of Chess Club);'Tye said. 

different strategy in accordance with their opponent's. Tye's strategy starts with a good opening and then 

"People base their strategies on other people's and brute force throughout the rest of the game. He said 

then adapt to them;' he said. this works a lot of the time, bur there is always a chance 

Sophomore Shadow Jones said he likes seeing it couldn't. 

everyone's different playing strategies. "You meet different people and you don't know 

.. It differs from person to person, not everyone their strategies, bur some people could just be nervous 

plays the game the same way," he said. because of the tournament;' Tye sa!d. 

Upcoming 
December 

17-30 (Sat.-Fri.) Metro Holiday Basketball Tournament 
A five -round basketball tournament will be held ~n Nov. 17,21, 28, 29 and 30. The first games for both the girls and boys varsity teams will be held on Saturday. 

The boys Will be faCing Northwest at 1 p.m. In the UmversIty of Nebraska at Omaha gym. The girls will play Benson at 6:15 p.m. in Benson's gym. All other dates and 
times arc to be announced. 

19-31 (Mon.-Fri.) Winter Break 
Students will return to school on the second day of the new year after time to celebrate the holidays and prepare for finals. 

25 (Sun.) Christmas Day 

25-26 (Sun.-Mon.) Hanukkah 

26- Jan.1 (Mon.-Sun.) Kwanzaa 
The firsr Kwanzaa was celebrated in 1966 and is based on harvest fes tivals in Africa. 

January 

3-5 (Tues.-Wed.) Roadshow Tryouts 
Students are given the opportunity to audition for 16-18 potential slors in this year's Roadshow Each act wI'11 beJ'ud db' . d fl ' h . . . ge y inVite acu ty, semors w 0 applted 

and members of the drama and musIC departments. MC auditions will also be held. A C appella CHS S ' B I C B d J B d dOh 
c ' Ingers, e anto, an, a2;2; an an rc estra are already 

set to perrorm. 

9-11 (Mon.-Wed.) Finals 
On the Jan . 9, students will take exams for first, fourth and seventh hour classes. On Jan. 10, exams for second fifth and eight hours will b' All h fi al 

'11 b h ld J 11 All . h h . ' e gIVen. Ot er n s 
WI e e on an. . exams, Wit t e exceptIOn of zero hour, take 60 minures. All other classes will be 32 minutes long. 

13 (Fri.) Semester Break Day 
Teacher work day. Students will have a day off to prepare for the second semester. 
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Teens find 
new trend ' 
message b 

BY EMMA PHI LI.I p~ 

They flash and light up. 
Messages crawl across 

of the belt buckle and even 
the price range is between 
$60, they are the newest I 
·students. 

Sophomore Monika 
said sht bought her 

few months ago before the), 
common as they are now. 

"There were a lot of I 
had belts), but not a whole 

she said. 
Spurlock said she paid , 

her belt. She said she bough: 
because it appealed to her, 

thought it was worth the 
"I like them and I think 

cool;' she said. 
She said she has Worn 

to school and didn't have an)' 

with teachers teUing her to 

She said when she wore It :0 

she programmed it ro 

nickname. 
Freshman Wynter 

planning on buying a messagl 
Davis said she saw the belrs 
first time at her middle 

also on television. 
Davis said six different 

could be programmed into 

buckle to scroll across the ". 
said the person who OWI1\ 

decides what it should S" l' 
do not come pre programmed. 

She said when she burs 

she plans on programm i n~ It 
her name. 

According to the O maha 

Schools student handboo~ .. 

that is distracting or disru ptit'r 

school environment can be 
against the dress code. 

Administrator Diom e 

said she did not think the 
directly violate any of tL ,· 

handbook rules. 
She said she hasn'l 

problems with the belts and [':'1 '1IIIIIl..-­
reason she would ask a 

-::;r;emove th_e belt is if they v c"w,", .. _ 

it to scroll something 

school appropriate. 

Film club 
offers che 
holiclay 

BY EMMA PHIlLI PS 

Students have a chancl 

present before the winter 

they receive a"Super Sweet 

from their friends. 
"Super Sweet Thoughts­

sold by the Film Crew 

in the courtyard during dIe 

periods from Dec. 7-Dec. H. 
The "Super Sweet 

were given to the reci p,entJ 

Friday before Winter BreAk . 

homerooms on Dec 16. 

Film Crew sponsor Joel 

Studies teacher Derek Lesl if . 

Film Crew members stamd 
"Super Sweet Thoughts" 

their own around Dec. 1. 

Leslie said the "Super 
Thoughts" were little not,', . 

to candy canes. 
"It's personalized. 

(students) can write a nNe 

person for the holidays. 

inexpensive:' Leslie said. 
Leslie said the "Super 

Thoughts" were cheap and 
cents. 

"They'd (Film Crew 

like to purchase equipmcnl to 

a short film:' Leslie said . 

He said the short movie 

Crew members were going to 

was not going to be a 
He said Film C rew was 

on spending the money I 

made from selling the "Super 
Thoughts" at school to mak.· J 

fiction film instead. 
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tudents mix it 

p during lunch 
BY LAUREN CRJST 

Colorful p~sters publicizing for the Mix it Up at Lunch Day hung 

<olll1sclor s office and around the school before the event. A few 

,fonned bright stickers and sat with new s~dents for the day. 

ivli,x ir Up is a nationwide event that takes place once a year 

school lunches. Many stude~ts throughout the United States 

"Ir's .limed ar focusing on breaking down social clique boundaries 

nl" "ring new people on your school campus;' guidance counselor 
I (i,'ulis said. 

5h<' ,.I id they have done a little more each year with Mix-it Up 
,illce rhey began having it at Central. 

"111, counseling department wanted to work together on the 
' Cirulis said. 

SIll' s,lid they plan to have a variety of other clubs and have the 

<,lIlnc il playa large role in the effort next year as welL. She said 

<,pressed an interest in being more involved this year. 

"llwpc we' ll cominue to promote this;' she said."It seems normal 
nJrllr:l1 for Central to do this:' 

Sh, , .lid sometimes people tend to group themselves with whom 

nH1st comfortable with and may associate with people who are 

simi!.,r ro themselves. She said this wasn't always bad, but it is a 

lll'porru nity to extend what someone believes to be true about 

(In rhe tables, they placed questions that students could talk 
cillJ'lng lunch. 

TIll' c.mls included fun questions such as what semeone would 

ro be' fa mous for and more serious questions about how the 

, ,l[ your school treat other srudems who are 'different:" Cirulis 
no ,,,,<, \Va s assigned to rabIes. 

She' ,.lid overalL she rhoughr the day went well. She said it 

.I p,,, irive impact and was supported by the administrarion and 

"Irs .I step ro eliminate the social boundaries and meet new 

.. ,he said. "It only takes one person to make a difference:' 

EnSI" h teacher Jane Luethge participated in Mix it Up at 

D.I~ this year after receiving a notice in her mailbox from the 

,....I1"""\; ,fcpartment. 
"{ thought it was really interesting;' she said. "It was different for 

diltcrcnr for the kids:' 

Sh,·I1.\s lunch duty seventh hour, and said she had noticed 

ublcs and students. She said· the day before Mix ir Up at 

Day. she haa asked the students if it was OK of she sat with 
dll r;n t the event. 

She ,_l id one of the questions was what the srudents wanted to 

I~lr. and she was impressed because one said they would 

ro help others. She said she would want to be famous for 

I .,'l' ,I book: 
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PrInCipal Jerry Bexten (TOP LEFT) was shadowed for a day by Ll Ruth Popp (BOnOM LEFT) from the Omaha Police Department. Business execuUves who 
shadowed principals were awarded a certificate at the ceremony at the end of the day. 

Day· gives insight to work of principal 
BY CLAY LOM NETH 

Once a year, business executives get a chance to see 
what it's like to run a school.The fourth annual Principal for 

a Day ceremony took place at Central this year. Members 

of prominent businesses in the community followed around 

principals from Omaha Public Schools COPS). 

Superintendent of schools John Mackiel said the' 

Principal for a D ay event gave the businesses a chance to see 

what went on from the perspective of the students and the 

principal they shadowed. Also, Mackiel said, the day gave 

them a chance to see the business aspect of how a school is 

run. He said often the business area of a school is ignored 
and forgotten by some. 

"Out of awareness comes understanding;' he said."Out 

of !Jnderstanding will grow support." 

The idea behind Principal for a Day came from 

contributors Dick and Mary Holland. The Hollands were 

inspired from a similar program in New York. 

Mackiel said hi s overall goal was 100 percent 

participation from all the OPS schools. This year, he said 

he guessed it would be close, but probably 95 percent 
participation. 

Mackie! said the purpose of public education was to 

inform srudents and build individuals to get them ready for 

the furure in the marketplace, voting booth and jury room. 

Overall, Mackie! said, public educati~n is used to ensure 

that democracy is pur into action. 

Mackie! said he hoped the people would leave wirh a 

renewed appreciation for the work of educators and how 

sophisticated rhe students were these days. 

Amy McLaughlin is the project coordinator for rhe 

Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce. The Greater 

Omaha Chamber of Commerce organized rhe event at 

Central. 

McLaughlin said 74 different school principals were 

inv~lved . Seventy-eight people were matched up with 

principals. Principal Jerry Bexten was one of the principals 

Get To 
WORK' 

who had twO businesspeople matched up with him for rhe 

day. 

Lr. Rurh Popp of rhe Omaha Police Department 

and Scott Anderson with Anderson Partners Advertising 

shadowed Bexten . Popp said she had been to Central before, 

but only when students got in trouble. 
"I had a different perspective of Central;' she said. 

She said because she wasn'r there on business, the 

behavior of the srudents was a pleasant surprise. 

Popp said she received a rour of the school and got to 

see' the sradium from the cafereria windows. She sat in on 

an administration meeting. and saw two different language 

classes, one at a high level an one with beginning students. 

During lunch, Popp said she was surprised how calm 

the students in the cafeteria Were compared to other schools. 

McLaughlin said the business executives involved were 

mostly from businesses rhat had expressed interest in giving 

ro OPS. She said a lot of the businesses were non-profit, so 

financial support isn't the only way to help. 

JeaA :}'sel 
sa!J:},u no) Pl 

U! pa!pn:},s 
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• 'WORDS' CONT1NUED FROM PAGE 1A 

n-word . The club made one announcement, Mullen said, 
because that was enough and there were always going ro be 
people claiming they didn't hear the announcement. 

Mullen said the important thing for students ro remember 
was to be conscience about what language they were using. 

Mullen said he thought the announcement has be~n 

working so far. He said students and faculty have come up to 
him and said they appreciated the announ cement. 

"Once you get it in people's heads, they'll at least think 
twice," he said. 

Mullen said he thought well over 50 percent of the school 
heard the announcement and now it was up ro them to tell 
others not to use the n-word. Enough people heard it, he said, 
that it should be easily spread. 

Mullen sa id some students say the n-word all the time 
and seem as though they can get away with it. H e said it is a 
socially pervasive word in the black community, especially in 
entertainment and music. 

"l think it's bigger than a problem, it's an epidemic;' Mullen 
said. 

H e said he makes it a point in his classes to mention his 

PHOTO ILLUSTRAnON BY LAUREN CRISTIREGISTER 
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and 

Students say different things in different settings. Even 
if they are just chatting with friends, people overhear 

the derogatory words and take offense. 

views on th e n-word and how they'll be punished. Mullen said 
he also made sure to punish any students who did use the word 
immediately. 

He said ifhe heard the word in one of his classes, he would 
fi rst give a warning. For the second time, he said his policy is to 
make the student write a one-page essay on why the n-word is 
offensive and get it signed by their guardians. If they don't get it 
signed, they get a referral. 

. Mullen said students need to stop using the n-word 
themselves fi rst, and then tell their friends and peers, who will 
in turn tell more peers. Mullen said this "domino effect" doesn't 
apply to the n-word alone, but all racial slurs, racial jokes, 
derogatory words for any group of people and obscenities in 
general. 

Sophomore Rachel Reno said she is called derogatory 
words for Jewish at school. She said names like "rich Jew" and 
even worse were common last year, happening about twO or 
three days every week. This year she said it happened less often, 
only about twice a month. 

Toward the end of .schoollast year, Reno said she saw 
someone with a swastika drawn on his hand. She said she rold 
him to wash it off and asked him if he even knew what it meant. 
Reno said the student didn't wash it off and she ended up telling 
a teacher, but nobody knew who the student was. 

She said ' when people called her a name she spoke 
to the person and told them why they should not call 

her that. She said often she did not speak calmly 
to them and ended up yelling because she was so 

upset. 
Reno said her reaction depends' on 

her day, and how many times someone has 
already called her 

a name. She said 
when friends 

called her a 

name, it was usually OK with her because she knew they were out more in public:' 
joking. Holocaust jokes were never acceptable, she said. Senior Christopher McLucas is the pres idenl 

"I could physically hit someone if they said something African American History Club. He made th e 

rude;' Reno said. about the n-word. 
Randall Kennedy is the author of a book about the n- McLucas said whenever he hears someone say Ihe 

word. Kennedy said he had never before seen any books about approaches them and tells them politely not to use il. 
the word, and it had so much history behind it. into a conversation about the n-word, McLucas sard 

"(The n-word) is a word I've heard many times;' Kennedy up the definition. He said most people justify USing ir 
said. they think it just means "ignorant;' but McLucas 

The idea for the book came up when Kennedy was thinking time ago, the word was used to define a thing, not a , 
for a subject to talk about ro his law classes. He said he often McLucas said his grandmother used to tdl 
bases his talks about certain words, such as discrimination and what happened to her as a child, including walking 16 
racism. Kennedy said he wondered where the word came from go to school because closer schools wouldn't let her in 
and began to research it. when he heard her stories he was Aabbergasred. . 

Kennedy said research for the book was very interesting "(She) faced d iscrimination almost every day;' he 

for him. H e looked up court cases in which the word was an McLucas said he could not believe the 1. 

issue. Searches on the Internet brought up hundreds of results, grandmother told him happened even less than 40 ' 
he said. Junior Brenton Donaldson said nobody could 

"That's when I knew I was on to something," he said, from using the n-word, He said some people were 
Kennedy said he also went to libraries and asked the around the word. 

librarians for books that had anything to do with the n-word "Of course people are going to use it," he said. 
in the titles or subjects. Kennedy said the research for the book Donaldson said the severity of the word dqJ"na{!orl , 
took him places that he wouldn't have normally ended up. it was being used, and there was a difference of whall: 

"I just kept an eye out for this word;' he said. depending on the spelling. 
In today's society, Kennedy said he thought the n-word was "It takes on a whole different meaning;' 

used too much. He said it was used both to insult people and in Donaldson said he thought one of the ways a 
normal conversation. This, he said, was sti ll bad. Kennedy said lose its negative meaning was [0 use it. For ex 

when people used the n-word, they were just copying others if someone was being called fat every day fo r a long 
they have heard say it without knowing the his[Ory behind it. suddenly they used the word to describe themsel\'e,~ 

The best way to educate people not to use this word, calling them fat wouldn't have anything to say. 
Kennedy said, would be to talk to people and tell them why "It's kind of taking their power away;' he said . 
they should not to use the word. Donaldson said nowadays, the word is so 

"Speak to them as you would want [0 be spoken to;' almost parr of slang in today's society. H e said ir Jocs .. 
Kennedy said. the same meaning as it did 30 years ago. 

Some use of the word Kennedy said he would defend . "Now it's JUSt a common 'hey, how's it going;" 
When a novelist or comedian uses it, for example, Kennedy said said. 

he would defend them if they used it in ironic contexts or if they He said it changed because people assu med if 
were using it to describe racism's impact. going to be called it anyway, they would accept it. lIe 

"I defend Mark Twain's use of(then-word) in'Huckleberry it in this manner was a good way to take away the 
Finn;' he said. word. 

Bramlett said racial slurs were different than other "It basically cancels itself out," he said. 
obscenities. Despite that, Donaldson said the word woul,j 

"That's racism;' he said. "The feeling of one group's its effect and history behind it. 
superiority over another group:' He said nobody could restrict who can say ir. 

Bra~~ett said th~ n -wor~. cLi.1ft't ,start' ~~ n ~ '.:,..... ~lfant was "ignorant;' and it just happened to be 
bad. Ortgmally, It was a Spamsh word for t e co or, black with black people. 
that was borrowed into French, then into English, where it 
became a racial slur. Not only did it change in meaning but 
the spelling also changed. 

When the slave trade started; it became the epithet it 
is known as today, Bramlett said, 

Words form like that fairly often, he said. For example, 
he said derogatory words describing homosexuals were 
used every day by some people and were still derogatory 
to other people. 

The relationship of how the people's ideas of the word 
can change, he said. As the usage of the word changes, the 
word could become negative. 

"Over time all words change;' Bramlett said. 
Bramlett said only to a degree was the n-word 'Just a 

word". He said there is a lot of power behind the word, and 
anyone who uses it should be prepared to face the social 

consequences. 

"To say it's just a word 
underestimate its impact;' he said. 

is to significantly 

THE EFFEm OF WORDS 
Reno said the only way to stop people from using 

derogatory words was to educate people. She said most 
people knew about other racial slurs and not to use them, 
but there was not enough said about what Jews went 
through and the Holocaust.She said there was not enough 
about it in her history book for example, and nobody ever 
thought about it. Reno said most people only know the 
basic information but not everything, 

"People don't really know what went on;' she said. 

THE IMPORTANcE OF OBSCENmES 
Dr. Frank Bramlett, .from the English deparr, 

University of Nebraska at Omaha, said the Anglo 
for defecation over time .became the obsceni ty ir ,5 

first, the word was "sci tan" in Old English. Bram lm 
people know it as the s-word. 

"It's a natural human function and only OWr 
become taboo;' Bramlett said. 

Bramlett teaches linguistics, and touches on rhe 
the English language in his classes. Bramlett said he 
where obscenities originally came from, but he said 
they'd been around since the beginning of language. 

Bramlett said the word damn, for example 
a word meaning "to condemn:' This was all ir me;1 IH, h{ 
was only a reference to a person's future. Over time, It 
to something else and is now considered an obsceniry. 

To make something taboo, Bramlett said rht 
relationship and ideas about a word have to chan~e. 

He said it was hard to say if any language C 

words. He said some people used curse words so 
hard for them to stop, and they would probably fed ' 
need obscenities. 

Bramlett said regardless, obscenities do serve a 
the English language. 

One purpose, Bramlett said, seems to be 
school boys, he said, ~ay curse within their group of 
Bramlett said the context and whom it was said 

most important part of using obscenities. 

Central's population Is the size of a small town. With this many people In the hallways and classrooms, anyone 
could be listening at any time. Someone could take offense to an overheard comment When walking to class. 

Reno said the danger of anyone using derogatory words 
was hate crimes and hate music started that way. The best way 
to stop them was to tell everyone about the dangers, she said. 

"What can we dor she said, "What we need to do is get it 

Obscenities are also used to express anger, fru . 
extreme displeasure, Bramlett said. He ~aid they usually 
what the person is thinking. 

"They're very Aexible and are what we call 
meanings;' he said. 
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, T ..... students, ~ ................. ~ obtained Ilegally, the drug AClderall 
' .1 makes Ibe brain go friIm 0 to 100 In a matter of minutes 

According me University of Nebraska 
Medical center, Adderall is a mixture of 
amphetamines. This means its puq>ose is to 

make the brain overrun me body to feel awake 

I 
The drug is considered dangerous because 

people who use it iUegaIly can become addicted 
to the fact mat it makes them dILigent. 

and copCentrate even when it's dead tired.. ~ 
, ... It i~ prescribed co:mike pe~k 

. UnfOrtunately, di~ usually ' can't 
r~~ when {heir ~dy really does wear 

\Vitn Attention D.ehcit Disor'd 
concentrate and study: 

It is also said to make · the 
material seem more intetesting to tbe 

student. • 
attacks. 

legal drugs offer new purpose to teens 
ftnDl:RAI~L' CONnNUED FROM PAGE 1 A 

I she said she didn't use it regularly. she still knew she had to 

"I b,I,~ed off school a lot." Doe said. 

She' llsed to gu n for straight I\s and to be in the top percentage of 
bur not anymore. 

She s,lid now she looks for a balance. 

"·nlW: are more important things in life;' she said. "or at least 

shnuld be:' 

SI1<' s:l id friends and staying happy were now more important to 
rh,lll d.lsS rank. 

She' s,lid she wasn't happy when she was working that hard, 

"l ldr like a machine," she said. "Schd'o!. homework. sleep. every 

SI1<' s,lid grades shouldn't be that important to a teenager. 

" ~iI' nnly worth was how effi cient I could be; she said. 

She " lid she knows many other students with her workload who 

reil' on drugs. prescribed or otherwise. 

"I ,{nn't know how they can manage;' she said . 

She knew it could be harmful for her. she said. 

Anything that tampered with her brain chemicals had the 
possibility of negative effects. 

Adderall made her work faster and made the marerial seem 

interesting. she said. Now that she doesn't work so hard. her parents 
don't seem to mind . 

"They don't care as much about grades as I do;' she said. "They 
want me to be happy:' 

A Register poll of 200 students said out of the 10 per'~ent of 

students who said they have used Adderall. only 2 percent have been 
prescribed it for ADD or ADHD, 

Still. 13 percent of those polled said thay used some kind of 

stimulant to help them with their schoolwork or tests. 

A pharmacist from University of Nebraska Medical Center said 

rhe drug can have adverse side-effects. even if the person is prescribed 
it. 

"At least if ir is prescribed the patient has a doctor checking their 
blood pressure." she said. 

The pharmacist said many people don't know Adderall can 
cause a hea rt artack in young people. especially those who run or play 

sports. 

She said it raised the blood pressure significantly because it is an 

amphetamine, and activity would increase the pressure even more. 
She said for this particular drug it is very important to be 

monitored by a physician. 

"It basically makes the brain override the body;' she said. "Your 

body could be physically worn out. but the brain would make you feel 
like you have energy:' 

. She sa id another popular drug for ADD is Ritalin. which has 

also been highly abused. 

One type of quick-release Adderall has been banned by the FDA 
, in Canada because it resulted in several adoloescent deaths. most of 

wh ich were hearr-relared. 

lhe illegal use of Adderall is extensive throughout the Unite~ 
States. with different terms and nicknames throughout. In the 
Northwest they are referred to as"BBs" or "Blueberries" for their color. 

In other regions they are known as "Rail guns:' Common names are 

.. ralls; .. ' bennies;·· .. amps .. or'Jollies." People who take more then 100 mg 

a day call them 'goofballs" for the short. small high it gives in large 

doses. 

SA 

Police have 
no leads on 
stolen goods 

• 'STEAL' COmNUED FROM PAGE 1A 

inside. 

Security guard Frank Zavorka said 

a projector like that was worth around 

$1500. 
"That's a great loss;' he said. "That's a 

tragic thing to have missing:' 

Principal Jerry Bexten said the 
projectors were bought with money from 

the CHS Foundation. 

This was the second projector stolen 
from the ceiling. he said . 

"Someone cut the padlock." he said. 

"There was no sign that someone had 

forcibly entered the room:' 

The projector was stolen the night 

of a JV basketball game. Bexten said 

there were two sets of doors between 

the gym and main building. one of which 
should have been locked at all rimes. 

He said neither set was locked that 

night. 
Bexten said as of right now it is a 

mystery who stole the projectors 

Senior Ben Bilyeu takes Advanced 

Placement Spanish in Bishara's room. 

He said he used the projector last 

year and this year. 

"She always had our assignments 

and lessons on the projector." he said. 

Now most of their work is verbal 

because he said Bishara prefers not to 

work on an overhead projector. Bilyeu 

said . 

"There's a definite difference (in the 
class);' he said. 
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"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances." 

PIRST AMENDMENT OP THE UNITED STATES, RATIPIED DEC. 15, 1791 

Jerry Bexten 
PRINCIPAL 
Mart Deabler 
ADVlSEII 
Molly Mullen 
EDITOIIII CHIEF !#?@&*%$#@! 

What is heard in the hall is repulsive and offensive, and nobody knows who can overhear it. 
Students need to cut down on the use of ugly language, from racial slurs to general obscenities. 

Anyone could be listening. everybody is used to hearing them and not everybody uses 
them. Students should be aware and courteous enough to 

realize they are not the only ones in the schoo!. 

it is all right to say it. It teaches them it is OK to hate The year is 2005 and people still ca nnm ger' 

When students choose to usc questionable language, 
anything from derogatory words to obscenities can be 

heard walking through the halls. Students let them roll 
off their tongue like they are talking about a movie they 
saw lasr weekend. 

Not only do they pollute the halls, but in almost any 
classroom, roo. The administration 

needs to do someth ing abour it. 

Derogatory words are especially dangerous. They are 
senseless and rude. Even in jest, racial slurs should simply 

not be said, period. 
Some teachers are strict about this, as they should 

be. Norhing like that should be 

others. It's because of racial slurs, racial jokes anJ anI' 

Administration claims Central is diverse, and that is derogarory words being used in normal rn,,,,,' ·' ' ' '' .. ' 

one of its strong points. But how can we have a diverse At a school like CentraL anything said in 3 

school and not get along: or hallway is heard by dozens of people righ r 

If children are taught that these words are OK, Why offend someone you don't even know' 

problems begin. According ro hate crime statistics from An announcement was made by the 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation published last year, American History Club, telling students to no r 

52.9 percent of all reported hate crimes were race related. n-word. This is the positive step that needs to Se 

Some teachers may be afraid 
ro say something. They think the 

students will confront them and not 
change their ways. Teachers need to 

begin to pun ish the students and do 
it immediately. 

EDITORIAL 
heard in any class, they easily offend 
and are extremely powerful. Anyone 

who uses them should be prepared 

to face the consequences. Society 
has decided that racial slurs are 

Religio~s hate crimes were at 18 percent and sexual by the school. 

orientation hate crimes at over 15 percent. Students will, of course, claim they dic!n'r . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The OPINION of 
the Register staff 

In all, the report stated that 9,035 offenses were announcement. That's why the message needs [0 

committed. This is pathetic. from person ro person, from peer ro peer. 

inappropriate, and that rule should 

apply to students at Central. 

Things like this include not only harassing and racist Perhaps the most infamous racial slur With 

Curse words express anger and frustration, said a 

linguistics professor from the Univer~ity of Nebraska at 
Omaha Dr. Frank Bramlett. So in some \va'y curse word's ' 

could be important because they offer an alternative [Q 

bottling emotions up. 

This should apply ro all racial slurs and any name ro 

demean any group of people. 

slurs, but also more extreme things. But where do they history behind it, the n-word has a horrid h ' 

start! it. Heard in the halls, it can easily offend 

.They start with that racist joke tC?ld at,a I,l!nch ta,bleJl 'i'puSes. J lJ vLl I. _U U1UJ J ,Gil l "I. "w"Jllt ,([I ,ll< 

ft ' st'arted ' wlth"i:nat"attirude, 'the atdfuatth~i:C'it's ~not. There are teachers in the hall everyday. , Just by overhearing it, anyone can ~ffended. 

The sad thing is that every imaginable offensive word 
is heard in the halls. What does an environment where 
racist and sexist slurs are OK teach teens! It teaches them 

hurting anyone. stop the students from saying at least the 

But if that attitude continues, it will. It's got to Qe offensive and loud comments! At least give a "''',,·· ....... 1''' 

Bur rhere is still a rime and place for them. Not killed at the source. Do something. 

Central.Journalism 
@ops.org 
E-MAIL 

Davenport is chaotic after school 
124 N . 20th St. 
Omaha, NE 68102 
MAIL 

[t is 7:30 a.m. and minivans, sedans, SUYs and pick-up 

trucks arc lined up on Davenport to drop off students. In the 

jumble of vehicles there are also srudents walking between the 
moving cars, carelessly placing rhemselves 

The problem at Davenport could be solved if students 
were simply willing to be dropped off at a more convenient 

location and walk a block or so to schoo!. 

The crowd at Davenport is provoked 
402.557.3357 
PIOIE 
402.557.3339 
FAX 

in harm's way. 

The congestion at Davenport is 
terrible as each student opens the car door, 

purs on his back pack. gathers his books 
and meanders half-asleep out of the flow 

of traffic, while there are a dozen vehicles 

EDITORIAL 
by the drive to get as close to the sc'hool 

building as possible before stepping out of 
the car. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The OPINION of 
the Register staff 

Often times the traffic is exacerbated 

by parents who pull up too far and must 

waiting behind him. 

There are two other popular places for parents to drop 

their kids off for school. These are the Joslyn parking lor and 

Dodge Street. Wh ile these are also busy at the beginning and 
end of the school day. they do not compare to the disorganized 
confusion of Davenport. 

Each of these areas has more space to drop off students 

and is therefore less congested than the one-way, narrow 
Davenport street. 

On Dodge, there are five lanes of traffic, Davenport has 

anywhere between twO and four, all trying [Q turn left. 

The Omaha Central High School 

Register seeks to inform its readers 
accurately as to items of interest and 

importance. 

The staff strives to uphold the 
principles of journalism in all its 

proceedings. 

The Register is a member of the 
National Scholastic Press Association 

(NSPA), the Nebraska High School 
Press Association (NHSPA), the 

Journalism Education Association 
(JEA), Quill and Scroll and the 

Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
(CSPA). 

The Register is an nine-time Best­
in-Show winner for large newspapers at 

the JEA/NSPA national conventions 
in San Francisco, Bosron, Phoenix, 

Dallas ,Washington D.C., Seattle and 
Chicago. . 

The Register staff is also 
responsible for the publication of the 
Edge feature magazine, which has won 
a first place Best-in-Show award for 

specialty publications. 

The Register has won multiple 
NSPA Pacemakers. 

The Pacemaker is considered 

the Pulitzer Prize of high school 

journalism. It has also won many 
Corn husker awards from NHSPA. 

It has been awarded Gold and 
Silver Crowns from CSPA for its 
overall work. 

Unsigned editorials are the 

opinion of the Register staff and do 
not necessarily represent the opinion 

of Central High School or its faculty. 
Signed editorials are the opinion of the 

author alone, and do not necessarily 
represent the opinion of Central High 

School or the Register Staff 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. 

They can be sent to the Register 
at 124 N. 20th St., Omaha, NE 68102 

or via e-mail .to Central.Journalism@ 

ops.org. 
Letters must include the author's 

full name and grade. The use of pen 
names is not permitted. Unsigned 

lereers will not be printed. Letters will 
be edited for length, clarity, taste and 
accuracy. 

Misrepresentation of fact will not 
be considered. 

Advertising information available 

by calling (402) 557-3357. [f there is no 
one avai lab le, please leave a message. 

maneuver their way back into the flow of 
traffic, simply so rheir child can be ten feet closer to the school 

building. If a student is so late to schoo!, he should plan ahead 
and arrive earlier. 

Central students are not the only ones who use Davenport. 
There are also teachers trying to get into the parking lot and 

Creighton students in the apartment buildings on the other 

side of the street. 
All of the confusion prevents these groups from having 

a quiet, peaceful morning and thrusts them into a dangerous 

teenage jungle at 7 a.m. 
It also results in an unnecessary hazard for students. 
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Opponents of One City, 0 
School prove racism still he 

Envision a classroom separated by color, by 

how much you pay for lunch and what culture 
most influences you. 

This is what One City, One School is about 

to me; the racial and socioeconomic differences. 
I believe that Brown v. Board of Education, the 

court case in which blacks were given the same 
right to education as whites, 

did not change the ideas of 

segregation of schools. 

course of action for me because it for""s 

accept changes. And changing fro m ['n, 

to the next is, to me, the only way f,, :­
succeed. 

If Millard doesn't want to blend \\,I th 

then reasonably they should be forced rl). 

This prejudice is becoming mOl'l' 

Millard problem. 

Brown v. Board has 

enabled opportunities for 

blacks to receive education, 
but there is still segregation in 

the school system. Fifty years 

ago, segregation of schools 
stopped, but are Omaha and 

1lIJ...... p l..· op:~ 
OUT OF MY WAY theirideas,how l,ll) 

get the education 
A Column by Matt Wiley and deserve. This 

to the One Cit)'. 
Millard schools still segregated to this day' Yes, I 

believe OPS is still divided by color even now. 

I don't think the real problem is the funding 

Millard schools will lose, or different ways the 

students will get to schools. I think the true 

problem is racist non-colored kids will have to 

share the class and the teacher with black boys and 

girls. Integration is a very controversial idea, one 

that mak«;s old racists like the former Alabama 

governor George Wallace turn in their graves. 

But this idea is still prevalent, especially in 
our school district. I may not be an expert on the 

subject, but I see Omaha drifting back into the 

years where racism and all white schools were 
common. 

Millard School District has a two percent 

black population compared to the population of 
OPS at 31 percent. Underneath all this debating 

over who is taking over whom, is the strong but 

subtle scheme of racism. Basically, OPS is mostly 

a minority and they plan to take over certain 

suburban districts that are mostly white. And this 

oncoming fear for the Millard faithful will began 
the flight of whites . 

This is when so many whites began to move 

out of an area because of racial mixing in the 
neighborhood . 

This is what will happen to Millard. 

Race is not something to hate or to be afraid 
of, yet racism is still prevalent here. The fact is 

the threat of classrooms with blacks and whites 

together scares Millard students and parents. But 

If you keep people around a certain viewpoint, 

they began to believe it and deem it justifiable. 

The One City, One School district plan is the best 

plan is just messing up thei r own 
guess the saying "separate bur equal " isnt 

true for everyone is it! 

Voluntary integration is a joke. \\ 'h.ll 

to middle class white Millard family 

come and share the same study tools and 

with middle to wQrking class blacks. 

I'm sure there are a few ch osen 

residents who have no problem wi th 

schools, but they are the chosen few wllll 

too afraid to speak out. Why is integration 

idiot idea when there are so many 

to make racism non-existent. To me . 

needs to be forced because volunrary . 

only leaves opportunities for those whl) 

And I think that no one from Mill ard 

integrate because they feel as though ir's ' 
blend. 

Millard schools were not made to 

in my idea. There are not made t;Jr . 
Americans to be successful or even to b, in. 

That is why Millard, Ralston, 

Westside are in protest. To me 
nothing to do with it, they a re not even 

issue. They are so close to Omaha that 
be for integration. 

But there protest just shows that 
is even more close to home than people 

All black students are not acadernicallr . 

animals or a threat to your child 's lite, 
should this stereotype be able to (OntitlU" 

Is the real issue Millards ideas of I 
how they can't deal with the fact that I 
a part of American history. [ believe tharl 

blacks, America would nor be as it is tOd,II·. 
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A Column by Pascale Roussel 

• 
een appreciates 
r unique family 

I1lcbody asked me the other day what it's like to have 
mom. They kind of caught me off gUard because 

people are scared to say anything about it: I didn't 
. wha t to say. 

I [Old them the truth, which is that I think it's cool, a,nd I 
rr my mom, no matter who she wants to date. But ~ few 
ag'), that was very difficult for me to say. 

y parents got divorced when I was 7. We moved to 
a fro m Tennessee and lived in one of my Grandma's 
cnts for awhile. Not too long after we moved into my 
p,lnner's house. We've been living there ever since. 
he n that happened, I didn't really know what being gay 
so it didn't bother me at all. Actually now that I think 

it, I don't think my mom ever really told me straight out. 
roo young to understand, or even care. 
Bur when I got to be around 9, the kids at school started 

me. [ remember one time in fifth or sixth grade, one 
b"ys was making fun of me at lunch, and I didn't kn:ow 

else to do, so I began to cry. My friends helped me by 
me to the counselor, but that didn't change what the 

ought about my mom, or about me. 
So from that point on, I stopped telling people, period. 
if I did tell someone, I had to trust them with practically 
fe . 

would tell them nOt to tell a soul because I thought of it 
deepest darkest secret. I also wouldn't tell them unless 

were coming over to my house because I didn't want them 
caught off guara. 

A ftc r a couple of years, I got sick of thinking that I had 
it a secret. So, I didn't make a big .deal about it. If 

e asked, I would tell them, but I still kept it quiet. 
en I got out of junior high, I wanted to change mysel£ 

not to worry about it. I didn't want to care about 

"I think the pep rally was the 
best ever. The dance contest was 
off the chain. I think Eddie was 
the best part of it. But what's up 
with the power outage? But this 
one was by far the best:' 

lewis CUIIIver (11) 

Cheating in class goes to new level 
more. I figured if someone asked me about it, I would Why is it that many honors and Advanced Placement (AP) ' There are plenty of students who don't use anything. They suffer 

. students don't see cheating as cheating~ Applause is deserved for the , through senior year, getting little sleep so they won't have to pay for a . 

ow, mostly my friends are just curious about .itlGTh~y' lbid .. il~j~R ~cR.'1?, I) ~tuden~~ ;rNl8fR?J~H?L5~~~ .~/ullload of AP classes and few ext5~jt,lJJ~~j~SP"llege. " Il'OI, . , . ",,<, " ._ . . ,1 , , I. , , 

all sorts of questions: And I actually kind' of like to ' . ,', p~lh ,the,r ~Il-nighters . ~W?'~Jj[TI~U~ , wic~ ,college ' 'E] iii ! : . Why do other stJ-ldents feel like it's their 

h I , 1 l'k I' . ~ . h h ' , and do their own work. personal right ro use enhancers? Why should they 
r t ern. t s a most I e m mlormmg t em on w at Its ' I'k h I EDITORIAL . . It s not let e c asses have even been get better treatment? 
have a different hfestyle than the rest of them. 

deemed as the most difficult in the district. • • • • • • • • • • • • • If people chink it is safe to take, think again. 
Students at Central are so supportive about it. Some of 

Some students have been turning co The OPINION of Canada pulled a type of Adderall from the shelves 
don't care, and some of them want to know more. I really Add II h h II I era to assist t em in t eir co ege- evel the Register staff because officials found out it carried a risk of "sudden 
care who knows about it. I'm not sure if that's because endeavors. They weren't prescribed the drugs death for children" according to the Food and Drug 
fed up with caring, or if I realized teens my age were and they are buying them from dealers like run- . Administration. 

with it. Maybe it's because of the age, but I'm just of -the-mill narcotics. Some people · have used Adderall for weight loss. This is no 
they're cool with the whole situation. There are too many problems with this reality to count, and the ' surprise, the ADD (Attention Deficit Disorder) Help Center ·said. 

Ou r lifestyle at home is very old-fashioned. My mom is biggest problem is many people don't see anything wrong with it. Before the FDA approved it for treatment of ADD in 1996, it was a 
st ric t, and raises me as her mom raised her. The only ·They rationalize and give excuses and never admit to using illegal weight loss pill. It was created 20 years ago under the name Obetrol. 
nce is, instead of saying to go ask your dad, she'll say stimulants to help them get better grades. Now it's the same pill, new name.This makes it obvious why one of its 

ask Margo." These are academic steroids, quite a few steps above a Mt. Dew A de effects is anorexia. Is that really a good trade off~ 
My mom is definitely one of the greatest people I know. or caffeine pills. Just like steroids in sports, the pills won't make them Whatever the use, people need to know the risks. Insomnia, 
only am I supportive of her but also, she's very supportive any better athletes; Adderall will not make students any smarter. It is dizziness and extreme weight loss are all side effects. 

a quick solution to get a better grade. Students need to stop being selfish and realize what they're doing. 

She loves my friends and the decisions I make. I almost 
myself of my mom. WelL .except for the whole sexual 

thing. 

It is pathetic. Hopefully students who are supposedly responsible l Drug abusing cheaters ending up on the honor roll or in National 
enough to get college credit or extra points on their grade point average : Honors Society does not paint a good picture of the &chool, while so 
can see this for what it is, cheating. This is plain cheating just like using ' many good, healthy students in regular classes get no recognition other 
steroids in pro sports is cheating. ~ than a high school diploma. 

LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS 
story needed to be wrlHen 

Editor, 
In the last issue of the Register, there was 'some 

over the front-page story. People were saying 
such as "That's unethical!" and "That's not necessary!" 

Contrary to popular opinion of the last issue, I found 
incredibly interesting and informative. I didn't even 

that Oxycontin existed before the story hit the press. 
think the story did any harm at all. The Oxycontin 

sh ined light on the facts of drugs and alcohol. This 
is real. This story needed to be written. 

Uz Rockwell (10) 

' .. lal3J skills disappeared 
Editor, 
At the beginning of this school year, the faculty was 

strongly enforcing the five social skills. Well, all I 
of that was about three of my teachers reading rules off a 

unrealistic roll playing for ten minutes. However, I do 
the idea was a good one and necessary. 

Since the second week of school there has been no 
of these lessons, and no improvement in stUdent­

L... •• ""uenr relationships and student-to-teacher relationships. 
curious if there will be any further attempts to enforce 
social skills, or possibly new ways of doing them. 

Claire Anderson (10) 

language shows Ignorance 
Editor, 
Derogatory words are extremely offensive-especially those 
are ~hauvinistic, which will not be named. Derogatory 

I'm happy to learn another language like Spanish, French and German, but it also 
upsets me when I walk into a store and everything is written in Spanish. Now, they're 
barely translated into English anymore. I'll admit Spanish is a fun language, but a lot 
of people don't know it. I like learning Spanish, but I can't speak to half the people 
in my neighbored because they don't understand a single word I ~ay. It's the same 
thing with them to me, Honestly, since it is America, I think we should have different 
languages, but English should be the main language, 

Ellzabelll Reynolds (9) 
7 

Only undeducated people use bad language 
Dear Editor, 

I feel that derogatory words are for uneducated people. Uneducated people will 
use derogatory words because their language is not expanded, and they W~nt to be 
cool in front of their friends. Derogatory words should not be used. They make you 
sound like you do not know what you are talking about. 

Fatima FIans (10) 

Moral classes should be offered 
Dear Editor, 

I think that ignorance is a growing problem at Central High School. Students 
and faculty are ridiculing each other because of their sexuality, how they dress and 
who they hang out with. People seem to have no morals and can never just accept 
people for who they are. I think the source behind this is jealousy and uncertainty 
of oneself. I think classes should be offered that promote awareness of this issue. 
It should also address equality. This way, not only will the students and faculty be 
more sure of who they are, but learn to accept others as well. 

stomach or below. You cannot force a student to do something. 
much less wear a stupid picture on their body. I have wanted 
to throw my 10 away so many time and I am a controlled 
person. Perhaps, some students have trashed their IDs. Also, 
the picture of the student comes out dark, ugly and the student 
usually looks possessed. Am not the only student who feels this 
way. I am one of many. 

ClarIssa Lovagren (9) 

Questions need to be answered 

·11 

only symbolize ignorance. When there are so many 
in the dictionary (and insults), the use of repulsive 

.,2:atolrv words is upsetting. 
Delaney ... (10) 

........ Alston (10) . 

Students desire to throwaway 10 badges 
Dear Editor, 

What are these 10 badges really for~ Will this really give 
us protection ~ (These are) things that get asked every day by 
students. I would really want those questions answered. What 
happened that caused the school to make us wear them~ 

"Not .really. I nu: .... IIl,,l/ 

&!tete's no caUse or 

language should be English 
Editor, 

My opinion is the English should be the national language. 

Dear Editor, 
I understand the faculry and the police want to ensure oqr safety, but people are 

not wearing the IDs If someone does wear the IDs, most of them wear them on the Darius Wynne (9) 
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(RIGHn Sophomore Julian Egger 
plays guitar In Toad, one of the 
groups that auditioned at Band Ald. 
Toad has played numerous concerts 
at different venues, known for 
their "surfer rock" style. (BELOW) 
Alumnus Josh Koterba, class of 
2004, plays In his band Rochester. 
Rochester was one of the five 
groups chosen, and only 'featured 
one current Central student. 
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(ABOVE RIGHn Senior Michael Greenberg works on setting up his drums before the tryouts. Greenberg worked closely with Junior Trevor Moore to 
schedule the concert, and Is a member of one of th8 bands selected to play In Band Ald. (ABOVE LEFT) Guitarist Junior Andrew Wahl and Benson student 
singer Stephen Blls audition with VlrglnlaJoyce. Each band was allowed to play two songs for the audition, so judges could get a good Idea of the 
groups' overall sound without taking up too much Hme. . 

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH ' 

MAKIN 
THE BAN 

After Band Aid's near can cell 

musicians get ready for a newly 

scheduled spring concert as part 
week .. long art fair. 

BY ZACH PLUHACEK 

Band Aid was back on the calendar and tryouts were only a week 

another hurdle in junior Trevor Moore's path to the stage. 
Along with a few of his friends, Moore had pushed for much of the ' 

the once-canceled snldent concert back in the books. 
After being rescheduled several times, the date for Band Aid was finall! 

Mar. 24 as one of the nighttime shows in a fine arts week planned fo r early 

the Parents, Educators and Pupils organization. 
Now Moore, who made it his priority to get the concert date set and 

would have to make the cut for it in front of members of Student Council 

music department. . 
A week later when he and his band, VirginiaJoyce, showed up 10 th e 

on Nov. 21, they didn't know what to think. One rumor was that dozens of 
bands had heard about the auditions and were planning on trying out. 

"We saw some kids in the hallway and they were talking about 

Monday;' Moore said. 
He still felt pretty comfortable that he would be able to play in Band 

he was facing some tough competition. 
While students waited in the seats to be directed by Band Aid sponsor 

Smith, they started asking each other for advice, equipment and cell 

could call the missing members of their bands. 
The atmosphere was far from competitive. 
All in all, seven bands showed up to audition and five were selec ted 

VirginiaJoyce, Elysium, Amarthatic, Toad and Rochester; Every band th:l[ 
with the exception of Rochester, was mostly composed of Central students. 

Freshmen Corey Himes was a member of Blutikhund, one of rhe twO 

was nor chosen to play i'n Band Aid. Since rhe auditions, the group has 

name ro Promethius. 
"When we started, we wanted [Q try our. It was like rhree weeks 

(auditions);' Himes said. "We're gonna srick wirh it. We knew we weren'r rdl\ 

for Band Aid, but we tried out anyway:' 
All of the other bands that auditioned had ar least some more prior 

than Blutikhund. A few had been playing together for years. Many of the " 
th~se. groups ha<;i ,eVen 1;Jeen involved in previousJ3and Aids, giving.the l11 rhe 

in e~p~rience lev~l. 
"It (auditioning) helped me with stage frighr;' Himes said. "This is n,)" ""I_,UW 

performing in front of a small audience. I think we just need a lot more 
Even though some of the bands had less experience than others. ,\ \lJ'JlIJIII_e 

still happy with the rurnout, as well as the diverse group of musicians W lhl "",_neo 
selected [Q play. He said the music ranged from hard core and punk rock tll . 

called "surfer rock:' 
He agreed with most of the bands selected to play, and felt the ",,'mM_l n 

Student Council were a good group of people [Q have judge. 
"They had a little bit more of a say in it, I think, than a teacher would :' 

"Student Council can relate to the music more, They listen to thar kind of 
some of the kids in Student Council have been to some of our shows:' 

Sophomore Carli Culjat, one of the Student Council representatives ,,·ho 
the tryouts, said she enjoyed the bands that played. 

She thought there was plenty of talent in the group, but would have 

some more diverse types of music. 
''I'd like to see a little bit less screaming," she said. ''There's a differenr . 

music and we've only seen one. But ... whatever's popular. We're only gonna 

eype of fan." 
Another sophomore, Adrian Monge, felt the music was diverse 

noticed a great deal of difference not only in the types of music the differl" ilf 
played, but also in the skill level. 

She could tell some of rhe groups had practiced rogerher a lot more dun 

just by hearing them. 
Monge was disappointed that Tomorrow's Heroes, another one of rhe 

that tried out, didn'r make the cut. She enjoyed the bands that performed , 
Rochester. 

Culjat and Monge were chosen by Judy Storm, the Student Council 
be two of the judges. 

Even though Srorm's choices were largely based on availability, she s:l id 
reason she picked P'lrticular students was because of rheir varying interesrs. 

"What I tried to do is divide it by grade levels. I just tried ro get a 

representation of students for the whole student body;' she said. 
Storm was asked by Smith to put rogether a list of students to be the ju 
Smith, who played a large role in the planning of the concert and 

meet with Moore .and senior Michael Greenburg next month to discuss ticket 
and other organizational matters for the show. 

One of the things Moore and Greenburg have been most excited about 
technology for this year's show. 

Band Aid, for the first time, will feature student-engineered sound and . 
as well as a merchandize store for CDs, T-shirts and buttons to promote the 

Alumna's middle;school hobby turns to profession wit,h release of new alb 
BY BOB Al·GREENE 

"Jazz;' Camille Schmidt said. "That's where 

my passion lies :' 
Schmidt graduared from Central in 1980, 

after artending for her junior and senior years. She 

recently attended her 25-year reunion, but rhar's 

not the biggest event on her calendar. 

Schmidt's first album, "Easy to Love;' on 

Clarion Records, a local label that distributes 

narionally, will appear in music srores on Dec. 10. 

Schmidt describes the album as "straighr-ahead 

jazz:' 

''There's a lot of jazz standards;' she said. 

"Songs like 'Misty' and 'Our Love Is Here To 

Stay:" 

Not only is" Easy to Love" Schmidt's first solo 

album, but also the label's first jazz record. She said 

she sang on all rhe rracks and played piano on one. 
All tracks were accompanied by a band. . 

"It's a really great, full jazz band. Great sound;' 

she said."We've got members of the U.S. Air Force 

band, and a great saxophone:' 

Schmidt said she'd waited until now ro record 

a jazz album for a reason. She said she played in 

a Top 40 band while at Central, in addirion [Q 

being involved in music programs like the CHS 

Singers, A Cappella and Stage Band. She said 

music probably wasn't the most important part of 

her Central career, though . 

"As good as the music was, the English classes 

were just as essential;' she said. "It's thar academic 

challenge that makes it imporrant:' 

Schmidt said she first started writing and 

singing jingles for businesses after Central, when 

she was in college. 

'Tm proudest of the Godfather's Pizza tune 

and what I wrote for the Sheraton Chicago;' she 

said. "That's when I first started getting paid:' 

While attending the University of Nebraska 

at Lincoln, Schmidt received a letter from the 

Berkley College of Music. She said she felr drawn 

to that school and that life. She said singing is her 

favorite thing to do, and her favorite thing to sing 

is jazz. 

After college she lived in Boston and 

Nashville, and has played piano in different clubs 

around Omaha. Currently she works at Benson 

High, playing piano with the choir, 

"I feel a little more seasoned at this point in 

my life;' she said. "Where I used ro do other styles, 

I'm able ro singjazz for real now:' 

Schmidt said she used to listen to Ella 

Firzgerald records in elementary school and junior 

high, and lists Fitzgerald among her sources of 

inspiration. 

"I'm really inro old R&B;' she said. "I like 

Bonnie Raitr, Mel Torme, Nar King Cole, Sarah 

Vaughn ... I love listening to Carmen McCrae. I 
can really hear her depth." 

~BYEMLY~IR5~1~'~. 

Alumna Camille Schmidt, from the class of 1980, released her tlrst album oec, 
''There', a lot of Jazz standards (on the album)," she said. 
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ork shown to colleges across country 
I 

BY EMilY HARRISON 

The best of her artwork sprawled across 

desks. Senior Dena Rennard' sto6d next 

inquisi tive and critical eyes of a college 

preparing to review her portfolio. 

lex Hamil was not from Harvard and he 

ot at Central to recruit star athletes or the 

valedictorians. He came to talk to j uniors 

iors interested in attending an art school. 

Ren nard and two other art students .spoke 

f-ilmi l on Nov. 17. They showed h im their 

;lnd asked questions about the school. 

Tll be accepted into an art school students 

to have a portfolio showing their talent, 
. ;tnd devotion to 'thei~ artwork. 

Il.!mil had the authority to accept Rennard 

spot based on the work in her portfolio. 

'Ihe quality of work in a portfolio could 

IIlC not only whether students could be 

into a school, but also what caliber of 

if any, a student would be able to 

·t"!'. 
Rennard said she was not planning on 

ing an art school when she graduated, 

she may get a master's degree from one 

attending a regular university. 

For her the review was not about being 

she did it to get a critique of her work. 

s,lid it was good to get the opinions of an 

Rmnard said all the representatives were 

her to loosen up her drawing style, which 

meticulous. They told her to experiment 

ha sryle and try new mediums and ways of 

"I "':lIlr to get myself ro where they are saying 
~o; ' she said. 

lll~ work for the portfolios comes from 

's work in class and at home. 

''''t teacher Larry Andrews said his studio 

. \\Tee m.eant ro help students develop their 

fdillS . 
I Ie said there were certain things every 

rive was looking for. They wanted ro 

perceptual drawing in color and in black and 

(, still -life paintings and figure drawings, he 

PHOTO BY EMILY HARRISONJREGISTER 

Senior Dena Rennard shows a landscape piece to a scout for an art school. She said although she had no plans of going to school for 
art, she appreciated the critiques. 

said. Andrews has required his students to create 

arm'ork that fills these categories in class and 

helps them to achieve the level of work schools are 
l~oking fo r. 

In the fall art schools contact Andrews, who 

is the head of the department, to work out a time 

ro come give presentations and portfolio reviews 
fo r their schools. 

This year Milwaukee Institute of Art and 

Design and Chicago Art Institute have already 
visited. 

Andrews said many of the representatives 

consider Central a top priority. He said they know' . 

Central has a good art department ~nd there are 

many students who they have recruited from the 

department who are doing'well at their schools. 

"Some students are victim; of a bad 

department;' he said. He said those · students did 

not get access to the equipment and teachers 
I . 

students had here, but representatlves can 

recognize when students have taleO(, even if the 

students aren't experienced. 

Rennard said she was amazed at how the 

opinions of each representative differed. 

':Art is so subjective;' Rennard said, everyone 
has a different opinion of what makes art good_ 

The difference of opinion between people is 

why it is beneficial for students to get the input of 

someone other that himself, Andrews said. 

Each school also has a different ,personaliry, 

he said. The original impressions of the schools 

sometimes depend on the attitudes of the 

representatives. 

If a representative is personable, he can have 

a positive influence, If students do not like them 

they may think twice about attending the school. 

ilm about journalistic integrity. proves long overdue 
BY BOB Al-GREENE 

It', about time. 

this movie was made. It's 
time a journalist was once again cast as the 

It's about time we all remembered 
Edward R. Mu rrow was. He was a hero. 
"Good Night, and Good Luck'; froni di recror 

I ~e Clooney, did exactly that. Clooney 
his wings of filmmaking with "Good 

, and Good Luck'; and came away with a 
. pi ece. 

In the mid-50s, America was overrun with 
. 'on of Communism within our borders. 

torefront of the movement was Sen. Joe 

McCarthy, who often stretched the truth in his 
indictments of suspects. 

That's why it's called comic relief, and never justifiable when he was finally confronted, and 

McCarthy was final ly 
debunked by newsman 

... EClward R: Murrow, p'b.Yed 

by David Straitharn. The 
film, named for Murrow's 
nightly sign-off line, was 
crisp, meaningful. dramatic 
and entertaining throughout. 

The dramatic elements 

before has that term been so clearly defined or asked, at long last, "H ave you no sense of decency, 

~W",zR£¥lBW~.'F,",,' .......... 
'GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK' 

Starring: David Straitharn 

deftly used. sir?" 
Probably the most McCarthy lived just long enough to see 

intriguiR .. <usp tc -of"""l'he:;~hjhtSl!lfon the big'8Creen"",";i4,·."t~''I-;':' 
fi lm was the- inclusion of all Towards the end of his career and life, 
real video of McCarthy. A Edward R. Murrow saw the fau lt in television, in 
common complaint among entertainment over information. 
uninformed audiences was No doubt Murrow would comment on the 
the actor portraying him phenomenon we are observing in the modern 
was too over-the-rop. media if he was alive today, but in his absence we 

were of course well done, but what was surprising 
was the humor, which added a lot. For such a 
tense subject, any amount of humor would of 
course have been necessary. 

However, seeing the true McCarthy in all can rely on powerful films and their messages to 
his glory (or lack thereof) could only add to the guide us. 
viewer's sense of disgust and disdain for him, and "Good Night, and Good Luck:' is one of 
made the moment all the more triumphant and those films, and it could save us from ourselves. 

Ct.lrl<$on CoI~ ~ heoIth ",'-nee ond ne..lth <:0'. 
tM!tIe$$ p<ogroms de$1gned to hetp you oc/l'- yQI.I ' 

educlItlO",,1 end professional goals. 

MASTER'S DEGREES 
NurBlng 
New Options 
Rn to MSN 
Adult Nurse Praclitione. 

Health Care Business L~ 

BACHELOR'S DEGREES 
Nu",ilg 

Health Care Business Management 
Hea/lh InfMnation Management 

Medical lmagino 
New: PACS p'O!II'am 

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREES 
He_Information """"-""" 

PIly!licill Thernpisl Ass<stanl 
RadIOlogic TecIlnoIogy 

DIPLOMA P.acIioaI Nursing 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
C.ertmed Nursing A •• 'ltant, 
Certified MedicaUon Aide, 

CliniCal 
Pastoral Education, Heatth 
Infortnatlon Management. 

Basic life Support and Nurse 
Refresher 

ClARKSON COLLEGE 
A Higher Degree of Excellence 

800.647.5 500 402.552.3100 ClarksonCollege.edu 
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CD assists 
victims of 
hurricane 

CD REVIEW 

'LAGNIAPPE' 
Key track: "Hypnotized" 

BY BOB Al-G REENE 

It's the kind of CD you want to give a 

'good review to. 
"Lagniappe'; Saddle Creek Records' 

new benefit album for Hurricane Katrina 
victims, is now out on iTunes. It's a novel 

idea; however, there was the sense that 

"Lagniappe" would be able to ra ise much 

more money if it was more enjoyable to 

listen to. Yes, it is in response to a horrible 

disaster, but the mood shouldn't make the 

listener feel worse about the world. . 

It started off promisingly enough; 

Cursive's "Ten Percent to the Ten Percent" 

set a high standard for the rest of the album, 

a standard that wasn't reached again. 

The album moved slowly and without 

a hint of interesting music. Song after 

song on "Lagniappe" decreased any sense 

of enjoyment to be had. Eve,n Bright Eyes, 

fresh from Conor Oberst's recent twin 
releases "I'm Wide Awake, It's Morning" 

and "Digital Ash in a Digital Urn;' couldn't 

salvage the wreckage. HalfWay through the 

album, the prospect of finishing the album 

well seemed hopeless 

Then The Faint arrived . 

'The Faint's contribution, a track entitled 

"Hypnotized;' almost single-handedly saved 

"Lagniappe:' Sure, even a great song at 

this point couldn't completely salvage the 

wreckage, but it did set the better tone for 

the rest of the album. 

If not fun, then at least the rest of 

"Lagniappe" was heartfelt and thankfully 

different from the tedious norm. Simple, 

enjoyable tracks like The Good Life's "New 
Year's Retribution," the finale of the album, 

were probably too little and too late, bur 
they weren't as insultingly dreary. 

"Lagniapp( ~s a French-~reole wOId 
meaning "a l ittl;;s~mething ~xrra :' It ~as 
traditionally a term used in N ew Orleans 

gift shops and boutiques; a free gift ro please 

the customers and ensure their return. 

"Lagniappe" ·the album certa inly 

could've used a lirrle something extra. All 

proceeds from the album went to help the 

Red Cross' efforts, and that's admirable, but 

I can't imagine any other reason why anyone 

would want to return 'and listen to it again. 

I , 
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Angel dances to the song "Today for You, Tomorrow for Me." Both the play and movie did a good job of revolving around one central topic of "no day but today." This 
was a strong theme for the film because H discussed AIDS and poverty In the UnHed States and hH the audience hard. 

'Rent' reflects Broadway show 
BY MOlLY MULLEN N*SYNC and Scary Spice. 

"Rem" nor only won rhe Tony award when it first hit 

Broadway in 1996, but also a Pulitzer Prize for musicals. 

When the screen opened up it gave one the same feeling 
as when the curtain rose, hearing the first chords to "Seasons of 

Love;' which shared the message of the whole movlc " M~asurc 
I qrr " " 1 

Unfortunately, the movie lost out to one of the best songs, 

"Contact;' when every couple was having sex at once and 

describing it with hot, graphic words. Everyone on stage would 

be d~ncing erot~~,.,.ur..:th~ : sic;.. . . 
Now an Oscar might be on its way after this hit ~ock- " life in love: and "no day but today:' . That's not to say that there-' weren't sexy scenes. Mimi 

played the stripper and did a great job at it, too. opera turned into a blockbuster. 
Since the creator and director of the 

first show, Jonnathan Larson, died before 

opening night, rhe film director did a great 
job of keeping most of the show and its 

characters intact. 

He also kept the original cast with 

Anthony Rapp playiQg Mark Coen and 
Adam Pascal playing Roger. 

MOVIE REVIEW ..... 
IRENT' 

Starring: Anthony Rapp 

Although there was some confusing 
camera work, the audience just had to 

remember they were at an artsy, Bohemian 

movie and not to expect the norm. 
One of the pluses of having a real set 

as opposed to a stage was the first scene 

when Mark and Roger sang the song 
"Rent:' 

Her dances, part punk rock, part strip cl ub mimicked the 

stage show almost exacdy. 

Both versions did a great job of shedding light on real life 

problems from poverty to AIDS. 

It showed support groups, and the fear each person has, 
"because reason says 1 should have died three years ago:' 

Whether or not the stage version was better, the overall 

message of "Rent" was a good one. 
They could have easily picked other actors who have 

played these roles on Broadway since 1996, like Joey Fatone of 

It ended with everyone from two apartment buildings 

throwing trash cans of burning paper into the street so 
everything was illuminated, 

The movie did a good job of portraying the feeling t'hat 

each character had his own problems and identity. 

Disney themes, adult humor create bad plot 
MOVIE REVIEW 

.... " ... 
IZATHURA' 

Starring: Jonah Bobo 

BY MOLLY MULLEN 

When walking imo a movie theater to see 

the new children's movie, "Zathura" one m!ght 

expect to see a replica for "Jumanji:' 

For the most part they would be right. 
Two brothers · got bored one afternoon when 

they discovered a game their dad used to play. 

They give it a whirl and the game came. to life. 

If one played Jumanji simultaneously 
next to "Zathura" the result would be as creepy 
as playing Pink Floyd's "The Wall" next to "The 

Wizard of Oz:' 

When Dax from the MTV show"Punk'd" 

showed up in an astronaut's costume, one half 

expected Robin Williams to be inside the 
helmet. 

Not to say the audience should have no 

imagination with this movie, but there were 
ridiculous inaccuracies. 

One scene was devored ro showing they 

were in a zero gravity atmosphere. The older 

brother stood on the front porch of his house 

and spit into the vast oblivion. The spit wad 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES 

~aHer (Josh Hutcherson) and his brother Danny (Jonah Bobo) are stuck In space after playing a board game that comes to 
life. This plot was strangely similar In some ways to a 1995 movie IIJamanjl." 

simply floated away to show that audience 
there was literally nothing out there. 

Why didn't they float away off the 
porch, then, if the writers wanted so much for 
everyone to think there was no gravity? And 

why could the brothers breathe if the space 
astronaut had to wear a helmet? 

What was more strange was the 
underlying tones of adult humor. 

The big twist in the movie involved Dax 

be!ng an older version of one of rhe boys. This 

was weird because the annoying older sister 

had a crush on Dax, so there was some level of 
incest in this Disney flick. 

That was probably what made the mov ie 
funniest to a teen audience, but to young kids 
it was just disturbing. 

This plot was more complex than 

"Jumanji," as far as one can remember. It went 

past the children's issues with divorce and into 

people wishing their siblings were never born. 

One cool part of the film was the space 
aliens. Instead of stampeding rhinoceri, there 

were meat eating, lizard-like space creatures 
firing missiles at the house. 

This was a sad attempt of a Disney 
remake Or recrearion. 

Film uses satire, noir to create new style of action-comedy 
BY BOB Al·GREENE 

As thrilling and suspenseful as they 

sometimes are, and as original as they may 

sometimes be, films in the genre of detective 

thriller tend to wind up cliched and repetitive. 
"Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang" managed to escape 

that fate, succeeding where others have tried 
and failed, and relieved audie~ces from the 
drudgety of seeing a movie they swear they've 
seen before. 

The film did this by breaking many of the 
established rules while still staying true to a 

framework of events executed with tongue -in­
cheek quality and naturalistic acting. 

Robert Downey Jr. played Harry 
Lockhart, Q small-time New York thief caught 

in a blatant, superficial and violent world called 

Hollywood. Escaping from a botched robbery, 
Lockhart stumbled into auditions for a 

detective movie. Before he knew it, he was in a 

Los Angeles full of muted-tone blue city streets, 

shady alleys and shadier criminals, attending 
party aftet party, mixing with the locals, and 

accompanying a real private investigator to 
learn the trade. Soon he became intertwined 

with the case, with the introduction of an 

old love interesr, her suicidal sister and a rich 
celebrity's daughter. 

Lockhart was the hero and the narrator of 

the film, but instead of the gruff, cool manner 

usually employed for narration in detective 

films, Downey pulled off a neurotic man ner 
of voice-over that immediately set "Kiss Kiss, 

Bang Bang" apart from other films in the 
genre. 

His monologues were so spontaneous, 

unexpected and humorously unorganized, it's 

easy to imagine much of it was improvisation. 

He addressed the audience directly ins~ead of 

passively, and occasionally tampered with the 
film or characters in it as it happened. His 

conversational narrat.ion contrasted with his 

wide-eyed ineptitude during the actual events 
on screen. 

Val Ki lmer played the private eye 
Lockhart was shadowing, Gay Perry. 

The character was the complete opposite 
of Lockhart; slick, commanding, and 

competent, while at the same time, effeminate. 

Kilmer's Perry did at times seem very lofty and 
jaded, however. 

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 

PHOTO COURTESY OF 20111 

Joaquin Phoenix plays Johnny Cash in a 
about the Cash's early career, focusing on 
met his second wife, played by Reese 

Movie offer 

look at life 
Man in Bl 

BY CLAY LOMNETH 

Johnny Cash is the latest dead musician to 

made about his early life. "Walk the Line" may dt Eti: 

like a rip-off of " Ray': the story of Ray Charles, 

up on its own as tough ~s the Man in Black wou ld. 

swung around his back. 
The similarities to "Ray" are still almost 

a child, both lost a brother, whose death fol lO'.led 

around the rest of their lives. 

Both also felt responsible for the deaths, anJ 

drugs as a way to forget. 
In his early adult life, Cash, played by Joaqu:n 

worked as a door-to-door salesman. Even in these 

the audience could 

see his yearning to 
make music. He 

was distracted by 

anything musi~ 
oriented. 

His first wife 

m this movie, 

MOVIE REVIEW . .... 
Starring: Joaquin J.' n icorulll.'" 

played by Sandra Ellis, didn't seem to come acro." 

as the un supportive, stressed-out wife. She WJ , .­

in the beginning, complaining about his time .1l1'a~ 

home. 

Eventually, her steam ran out. Could the rl i",Yrt" _'" 

reali2:ed this? 

She disappeared from the rest of the mOl'ie 

Cash's second major tour, leaving her like an 
thought. 

Cash's shows away from ho~e showed 11l> 
beginning. 

He started to take pills because "Elvis takes 

Appearances by Elvis and Jerry Lee Lewis char.Jetcr5 

the movie well worth watching for nostalgia 

There was a wave of laughter when the 

got a glimpse of Elvis, peering down at June Carrn 

Witherspoon) from the shadows of backstage. 

His first tour was when Cash fell in love with 

His wife and kids at home are completely 

when Carter at first rejects him, she too is left illr 

groupies. It was surprising how fast Cash fell in 

Carter, but completely convincing. 

The close-ups during live shows improved as the 

went on. They were sweaty and intense and u 

fueled. Phoenix played the role of a man with an 
very well. The shaking hands and tantrums when he 

find his pills, and the lying to his friends ab~ut 

not he was still using were well done. 

Cash's pursuit of Carter's hand in marriage 

central part of the whole movie. 

Though in the beginning, the movie starts ou t 

Cash more than anything. After Carter came in 

picture, the focus veered toward her and stayed thai 

His life of performance began to revolve arou nd hel, 

wanting to tour if she was around. 

The highlight of the movie was placed at the 

with a proposal by Cash on stage. The relief on thl 

of Phoenix's face summed up everything great 

movie. He looked as though an incredible weigh t 

taken off his back, and he could now breath again. 

That facial expression alone was one that 

Phoenix was the one for the job. 

He should be watched in the future. With 
roles like that, Phoenix should be seen walking away 

the Oscars with at least a nomination within the 
years. 

Phoenix easily becomes Cash himself. Not 0 11 

he have a strange resemblance to Cash, but he 
Cash, too. Phoenix almost looked like he could be 

years from now, with wrinkled skin and that 
half-smile. 

Witherspoon also shined in this way in th e 
was almost a perfect representation of her character, 

down to the last detail. 

"Walk the Line" isn't just a movie for hardcore 

fans. Some may be disappointed by it because the 

didn't play an entire song. But if they are true fans , 

appreciate both the early life of Johnny Cash, and the 
music that were played. 
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ormer athletic director helps commemorate wins 
BY ZACH PLUHACEK 

Nearly 150 plaques and trophies 
were placed carefully on tables in the 
hallway. 

Some of them dated back over 50 
years. Many were missing letters' and 
gold figurines had been snapped clean 
off others, lying coated in dust in the 
basement. 

Former athletic direccor Paul 
Pennington was pulling them our, one­
by-one. 

They had been kept in the South 
. storage room, the holding place for 

trophies that are unable to fit in the 
numerous cases lining the courtyard and 
hallways. 

Pennington was preparing the 
trophies for their next 'big potential 
move, to the eight new display cases in 
the gym lobby. 

"When you've been around as 
long as Central has ... (there are) a lot 
of trophies with no place co go;' he said. 
"What we're gonna have to do is prioritize. 
The biggest thing is getting those that are 
State championship trophies fixed:' 

Some had suffered damage from 
humidity and dust', especially the older 
ones that were previously stored in the 
East fan room before being moved. ; 

Pennington estimated Central has 
somewhere over 450 awards in storage 
or being displayed in the halls. These 
include awards in academics and other 
school functions. 

said, pulling out a 1975 State basketball 
trophy. 

It was in relatively good shape, 
missing only a few of its gold-colored 
letters. His name was still engraved on it 
as the assistant coach. 

He squeezed the trophy back into 
its box, and motioned to a large wooden 
plaque just to its right. It read: .. Paul 
Pennington Coach of the Year Award:' 

The award was made last year, 
Pennington's final year as athletic 
director, in dedication to over three 
decades of service co Central. 

When presented, the first name will 
be placed on the plaque at the end of the 
school year. 

"We have co get a commirree 
together to come up with the actual 
guidelines;' Vicki Wiles said. 

Wiles, one of the teachers who 
organized the award, said she would like 
the nominations and the presentation to 
be an inclusive thing. involving more than 
just a select few. Most likely, the award 
would go to a coach who achieved great 
things in the year, but will not necessarily 
be win-based. 

'Tve always thought of myself as 
somebody who tries to suppOrt the 
coaches all the time; Pennington said. 

He felt it was an honor to have 
something awarded in his name that was 
long-lasting. 

Any other gift for his leaving. he 
said, wouldn't be as special. 

That plaque, along with the State 
championships and runner-up trophies 
are to be placed in and around the gym 
lobby la.[er this winter, preferably before 
the first "real" home basketball game. 

PHOTO BY TUlIA COOPERIREGISTER 
athletic director Paul Pennington cleans on a trophy he plans on displaying In the new gym lobby. He said principal Jeny Bexten Invited him 

to help with the project because he worked here so long and helped win many of the awards. . 

Unfortunately. very few of the 
athletic trophies are from the past 
decade. In recent years, Central has had 
individual awards in sports like cross 
country and wrestling. but no team has 
won a State trophy since soccer in 1992. 

For now, most of the awards are 
being sent away to Center Trophy for 
repair. ''I'm on one of them;' Pennington 

oach Mac will retire at end of school year, leaving huge void 
Sun .. Nov. 6, I found out the head varsity 

coach was going to retire at the end of this 
football, but he knows how to find great student 
athletes. 

In my opinion, The University of Nebraska Coach Petito had an advantage over coach senior transform him to be one of the most feared 

of Lincoln would not have two national McMenamin due to the fact that most of Petito's players in the stare. 
You cannot say Ahman Green is not one championships without McMenamin's help, due freshmen kids had football expe~ience and half of F4ture players who are coming up which 

Yo u might know him as coach Mac. of the most successful to the fact of the Central McMenamin's didn'r. cou ld one day be playing on College Gameday 
1·11\ nor going to cry over the subjcct. but he halfbacks to come out of players who were on the Coach Joworski is allowed to go out and are Ronnell Grixby, Harland Gunn and Chris 
Je'e rve a lot of credit. Central. team including star runt:Jing recruit players where it is against OPS policy for Griffin. 
ell' McMenamin may not have that many Coach McMenamin back Green, McMenamin to do so. . You probably could sec Griffin playing 
championships under his belt, but he has was also one of the assistant 

. re,',,,hh,' h,vp k~ shYc: sVfu~ careers i~tootb:Jrl( ~~;ches oh the 1984 team 
At that , time coach Now think about if coach McMenamin did quarterback at Iowa State or Missouri. Grixb~ 

McM~~;~1i{ J " ;~~J~ ,, '" ~~ ',n ~~i: ~~~i~e this ye~~ '~~J 'pe;'~~ps '~aybe not even in"" playing corner . ~~ . Nebr~sfa and' G~~~' pi:lyi~~ 
college and the profes~iQnallevels. and we all know what 

\ Vhenevrr I think of Central footbalL happened that season. 
.... assistant coach at Central. the ne"t 10 or 15 years. offensive line for the Hawkeyes. 

In my opinion, he He probably would be able to capture one The fact is he knows how to turn noching into OFF THE WALL 
11 Green always comes co mind. After that In case you forgot, I 

the Crixby brothers. would be happy to remind 

is probably one of the or two State championships due to the fact that • something. For that I give Coach McMenamin 
best coaches co coach in starting next year OPS is allowing middle school's not only twO thumbs up. but he is a hall of fame 

A Column by Todd Healy 

Then separate athletes like senior OJ Jones. you. 1984 was the last year Nebraska. to have tackle football. coach in my book, 

Williams and David Horne. Central or any Omaha Public School won the Some people may say the greats are coac\:! He also has a new stadium to work with. ' I just wanted to say thank you coach 

What does this say abour him? Some people high school State championship. It was a victory Petito at Millard North or coach Joworski from I would say he could take a freshmen. no- McMenamin. Enjoy your retirement. I- Back High 

, mdY nor be able to coach high school over Omaha Burke 34-14. Creighton Prep. talent football player and by the time he was a will not be the same without you. 

Did JOU know 
that- Clamydia and 
Gonorrhea rates in 

Douglas County are 
at least two times 

higher than the 
national rates? 

\ 
.' 
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Football coach Joe McMenamin has been coaching for 32 years at Central and is retiring from coaching and teaching weight training after this year. McMenamin said he 
does not know what he'll end up doing afterwards. "I'm not sure yet," he said. "I'll be doing something." 

Coach retiring after 32 years 
BY CLAY I.OMNETH 

One of the biggest highlights over th e last 32 years was 
J 984, when Cenrral bC;l( Burke in the S ta te playoffs in foothall. 
The man who was behind that win. the only one in OPS si nce 
then, is reti ring at the end of the year. 

Football coach Joe McMenamin qualifies for the 85 rule. 
or erlrly in ce nrive ret irement. When a reacher rC;Jeh"s rhe age of 
55 and his experience with th e school district adds together to 

make RS, rhen he em retire . 
"Just about everyone in OPS when they hi t 55 they retilT 

from the school system," l'vlcMel13min said . . 
McMenamin's experience plus age equals 87 years, bur he 

was not old enough to retil'e two years ago. McMenamin said 
he thought the football team hdd a successful sed son this year. 
Seven of the 10 teams it played were ranked in the top 10, he 
said. 

"You can't really judge ou r season by wins and losses, 
necessarily;' he said. 

McMenamin said the hardest part about retiring would be 

leaving the players. He said th is year he had a fairly young team, 
and he would miss players. 

,,],1I for sure follow the guys and give them support;' he 
said. 

McMenamin started coaching at Central in 1978. 
McMenamin said he liked it because of its history and 
rcpur;uioll fDr academics.The football program at Central was 
weak and It was known more for basketbalL McMenamin said. 

"1 was " lmle bit nervous," he said. "Maybe more 
anticipating how we're going to do:' 

From 197R 1mril 19R4, McMenamin said each year the 
football team got better. He said it qualified for state nearly 
everyone of those years. But, in 19R4, McMenamin said things 
fell toge ther well for Eagles, and they had a group of talenred 
players. McMenamin said there wasn't any add itional pressure 
ro win more State championships after that game. H e sa id 
expectations at Central were ro just put forward a good football 
team and improve, no matter what happened previously. 

McMenamin said he didn't know what he'd end up doing 

after the year was over. 
Sophomore Ronnell Grixby has played football for two 

years and said he has gotten ro know McMenamin. He said 
with the players the Eagles will have next year, they will have 
a fairly strong tcam, but the new coach co uld take some time 
ro get used to. 

Grixby said McMenamin was a good coach to work with. 
"He really cares about his players;' he said. "He's a good 

person to know:' 

Grixby said McMenamin has helped him improve his 
foo tball game by giving him a more positive attitude about 
things. 

"He's made a leader out of me;' Grixby said. "He makes a 
leader out of everybody." 

Athletic Direcror Darin Williams said they have no 
replacement for McMenamin yet, but the job will be open to 
people in January. 

Williams said the biggest difference next year would be for 
the students, because McMenamin meanr so much to them. 

Boys season starts with win against Wildcats 

PHOTO BY CLAY LOMNETHIREGISTER 

Sophomore Ronne" Grlxby lays up the ball, pushing over Millard West's Ross 
Brenneman. The Eagles won the first game of the season, 77-68. 

flY CI.AY I.OMNETH 

As the crowd filed in, there were whispers 
about a One City One School reference. 

It was the first boys basketball game of the 
sc~son, and the Eagles ended up with a close win, 
77,68. They never trailed in the game, but had a 
Few scares when Millard began ro fight back near 
the end. 

Central had a strong st<lrt, with five easy 
points within the first two minutes. Three 
pointers were very common bur few were good. 
Sophomore Ronnell Grixby was the first to 
show promise in the game with a few drives to 
the middle and a jump shot that leFt Millard in 
the dust. 

Halfway through the period, Central was 
already up 20-7. Millard West senior Kyle Junge 
was the one who kept Millard alive in that 1st 
period. Almost an exact opposite of Grixby, 
Junge had the height ro drive it through the 
lane. 

Coming into the 2nd, the score was 24-16. 
1he Ilumber of fouls went up during this 

period. 

Junior Ben Kline got some more time with 
his hands on the ball and .1 id what he does best, 
shooting three pointers. 

Also, senior Bryant Cotton saw the foul line 
a few times. He seemed to be one of the best at 
the line and he knew how to draw the foul when 
he went past the defense. 

Fouls called against Central also started to 

rack up. Even if players missed some of them, 
those extra points would put them into Central's 
scoring range. 

Both teams easily gained 10 plus fouls , and 
the players started making more shots at the line. 
At the end of the 2nd, Millard could see hope, 
the score was 40-35, Central in the lead. 

There was controversy with some of the 
Central students during the game. 

Senior Ben Zimmer and others wore T­
shirts that said "If this were One City, One 
School District I would have gotten in for free:' 

He said he was told to turn his shirr inside out 
by administration. 

He said over 50 shirts were made, but only 
eight students wore them. 

The game started off again with an almost 
immediate breakaw<lY by sophomore Josh Jones. 
Kline seemed to step it up in this half, attempting 
and making ITlllre two and three pointers. Millard 
was almost left behind by th is, but its offense 
man aged to keep pllrting it in the hoop. 

The gap between the score narrowed. Fouls 
were not as bad as in the first half, but they were 
still a major source of points for both teams. 
Kline even ended up with an offensive foul, 
which drew boos from the Eagle f~ns. 

Coming back from a nervous break for 
both tcams, the 4th period again saw a steep rise 
in fouls , especially toward the end. 

Kline and Grixby again got their chance to 
shine during this period, both with their long­
distance jump shots that made them key players 
in the game. Grixby even began dribbling up 
the lane for shots and getting rewarded with a 
chance at a free throw. 

In the final few minutes of the game, the 
fouls almost got obscene. 

Chants were traded back and forth between 
rhe student sections, which were right next to 
each other. 

"Let's play football," came from the Millard 
West side. 

.. Drive home safely," responded Central's 

fans, jingling their car keys with 30 seconds left 
on the clock as Kline stepped up to the line to 

shoot for two. . 

Another chant from the Central student 

section was quickly brought to standstill from 
, Central administration. With 23 seconds left in 
the game, an "OPS" chant starred up. 

The final foul of the game happened with 
9 seconds left , and Jones put in one shot for the 
team. The game was over, 77-68. 

Head coach Eric Behrens said the offense 
played well in the game, but the defense needed 
some work. 

Junior Jasmine Johnson shoots a basket 
Millard Wests senior Jenn Yee. The Eagles 
game after a close 1st period. 

Lady Eagles 
fail to keep 
up from sta 

BY CLAY LOMNETH 

The first Eagles girls basketball game of rI · 

ended in a 72-40 loss agai nst Millard West. Ii 
period, both teams stayed within three poinrs of , .. . 

but Millard took over in the 2nd. 

Junior Jasmine Johnso n and sen ior Brian: ', T 

were especi;.Ily srrong during rhe 1st hal f. Fouls " 

against both teams fairly quickly, and Tapley S. l \1 

throw line quite a few times. 

The majority of the shots were attem!' l, 

pointers, with only a few making it. 

The mild 1st period ended at 17- 14, M ilLn ,: 

the lead, and Central's problems began to starr. 
Coming right into the 2nd there was an obvin l , .. 

in Millard West's defense. 

It began to stick to Johnson and junior Ra,i l.l ,': 

more. Central's offense pm up a fight and it beclin •. 

for control of the ball. Steals were common .111.1 .. 
fouls got worse on both teams. 

By the 6:00 mark, Central was down 23- 1 S. 

In most of the second period, the Eagles St·l·nl .. ,1 

worn out already. Tapley and Dryver still srood ,'ti l 

period and the three pointers lessened . TIley insrt' .,,1 . 

up the middle more often and frequently ended Uf' ,11 
free th rows. 

Still, Millard West defense continued to 

Eagles. Pbycrs srole the ball and drove it down th t' 

the end of the half, Millard West almost douhl d l 

41-23. 

After the halftime break, both tcams ca me b. ,,~ 

period that resembled the 1st. 

The teams were equally matched alter tak ill~ .: 

and began to go at it again for control of the ball. 

More and more often twO girls would end up ~ r. . 

the ball at the same time, only to have one Y'lnk il tlill 

other's arms with enough force ro knock her down. 

More three-point attempts came from Cent!'; l!. 
were made. 

Both offenses were very closely matched. 

As the 3rd period continued, the gap wnr in 
widen. 

The 3rd period itself almost seemed to be spl it · 

halves, the half where the Eagles held on , and the h.l l· 

they were devastated by Millard West's defense. 

The 3rd period ended with 52-28, Eagles bch illJ 

The 4th period started and Tapley was at the I· 

again within two minutes. Dryvcr and Johnson , 

up especially in this period, bur it seemed too bte. 

The girls starred to score again , bur Millard \\ ·,· ,r 
too fa r ahead. 

The crowd cheered the loudest during th i, 

because there were signs of hope for a close S'OI't' . 

Millard's scoring slowed for a bit, allowing th,' I' 

to get a chance to step it up. 

But like the 3rd period, the Eagles seemed l'x i 

Millard defense took the ball and got it dowll rh .. 
more often. 

Head Millard West coach Kip Colony said he' 

a good game because he kn ew Cenrral was an athle ti, 

He said it was a good starting game to get his tcam .. 

the season by playing a team like Central. 

Colony said rhe change after the 1 sr pcrlll,j 

attributed to his tcam's change in deFense. 
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