maccuracies, bad plot ruin

children’'s movie
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being used more in society, = o
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they 1 hurt worse than = E
sticks and stones -t
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BY CLAY LOMNETH EI (=]
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Ihe stares on the streer got worse when she
came here. The name-calling was worse. She was
allowed in less public places than in Louisiana.

Lhe racism was worse when she moved ro
Omaha in 1965, bur it wasn't the first rime shed
been called the n-wo

Mabel  Child:

Christopher MclLucas

rrandmother  of  senior
cw up in a town outside
of Lirtle | Ark. In a rypical day, she said she
was kept away from the things all the whire kids
had, even in movie theaters, where they sac in
ditferent secrions.

“We had to go upstairs,” she said.

The SEEregation was not as bad as ir was in

Mississippi or Georgia, she said, bur it was still
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bad. She had to pick cotron for a job every day.

With three sisters and her mother, she

id they

could usually pick around 1,000 pounds a day,

300 U'- \'.']1il'|\ were I]L‘]'.‘G.

“You can L‘llu}‘ corron all d,z)' and get $2.50,"
:\|1|.' .\..Iid.

Childs said growing up, she remembered

the use of the n-word.

SLURS

Usually she heard the word coming from
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children. She said these children would hear the
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J

word being used by their parents and then call

her it on the streer.

iid she still remiembers the firse timet

nppened ro passed ewo white girls

on the streer and they began saying the word

-

3 "‘,ii\i .‘\hl_' ran ro |‘l.‘[' |-<'|[I'1L‘|' .lI'IL] o [
him what it meant and why they would ever say

anyrhing like that to her.

“He said, ‘you know there are some people
that are ignorant in the world} she said.

She said her father rold her ro never let
it ger her down because if she dwelled on it, it
would fester on her inside and get to her.

“(He said) ir will get better, times will
change, because they're changing now,” Childs
-\Jl‘\!.

Social studies rteacher and  African
American History Club sponsor Rod Mullen
and his club decided to make an announcement
trying to convince students to stop using the

Continued ro Words on Page 4
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Students handle stress
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echnology stolen from first floor

HE BY MOLLY MULLEN said.”I would never let my students touch that.” st ‘ o L ,
;i'.'.i‘ - She said there was $25,000 worth of technology in her W lt aca, em 1 C S te r 1 0 S
SFJ_ Spanish teacher Farouz Bishara walked into room 120, room, much of which was useless now that she had no LCD
SIM 1 o meroom, she found her LCD projector missing on Fri.,  projector.
| “T have some special needs kids in my class, so I would *Name changed to protect identity she was still studying five to six hours a night. She quickly got
;Lh She said she used her key to get in, so it was locked after  use the headphones and use my projector,” she said. BY MOLLY MULLEN over-stressed and had to f I_ld a way to buckle down and get her
i projector was stolen. Now she will have to use a television. S work done every night, before she got behind.
S It was really disturbing,” she said. “There is no way 32 kids will hear a TV, she said. Some students are turning to drugs like Adderall to help She said she started to feel guilty for using drugs, even if
: she said the console that holds the projector was ripped She said she didn't understand why someone would do them buckle down and study. she was being careful. A 19-day suspension and rehabilitation
ver il and the projector was missing. Since she got to school  thar. In today’s society it seems like there is a pill for everything,  is mandarory if caught with any illegal substance. She would

from headaches to sleeping problems to depression. buy the pills for $5 a pill and only take one ar a time.

When students can't find them legally, they get them

cncfill ¢ O in the morning, she had to wait until someone arrived “Now all the students have to suffer so someone can
The FDA classified the drug as high risk. Before it
was prescribed as Adderall for ADD in 1996, it was called

Obetrol.

watch movies on my projector,” she said.
She said there were two problems thart easily lead to the

mufl '© main office.
other ways.

Adderall is

WHEll Her lesson plans revolved around the projector, she

- and so she had to find a way to reach her class withouta  projector being stolen. First, there are several dozen keys that prescribed to teenagers mostly for

|l iccror or overhead. could fit her door, she said. Also, even after two requests since Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) and attention deficit Obertrol had been prescribed for weight loss for 20 years
ot ‘Once you get used to technology it's hard to go back,” last year, she did not get her lock replaced. hyperactive disorder (ADHD) according the Food and Drug  before being prescribed for ADD.
ng P said. “After asking the principal and the department head, Administration (FDA). That is why the drug has side effects such anorexia and

- difll She said she did not think it was a student who stole

projector. Students see her use it every day and would

11y e enough to steal the rest of the technology like the
g

te control.

up - .
PHl Resource officer Jesse Stokes and the crime lab went to
scene and dusted the entire area for finger prints.
Bl
ther than me and a few other reachers, no one would
1 : : W
their hinger prints on my keyboard or the console,” she

rtdf

what more can I do?" she said.
The lock does not always work unless she locked it just
right. There was not enough money in the budget ro fix it.
This meant that if there was a lockdown in the building,
she was supposed to ger all 30 plus students to move into a

classroom next door because she couldn’t lock it from the

Continued to Steal on Page 5

Junior Jane Doe* has taken all honors classes since she
was a freshman.

She decided to spend her junior year working on Advanced
Placement (AP) classes in addition to honors classes.

“I knew it was going to be hard, but I wasn't prepared,’
Doe said.

She thought she needed some help.

She said even when she wasn't working to her full extent,

sudden weight loss, even to those prescribed to. Adderall is not
considered a new drug, according o the encyclopedia.

Jack Kerouak wrote the classic novel “On the Road”
in three weeks while using dextroamphetamine, the active
ingredient in Adderall.

Doe said she had ro look at her school situation. Even

Continued to Adderall on Page 5

PORTFOLIO......... e 9A
REVIEWS......
LAGNIAPPE........ «.9A

RINCIPAL.............

WALK THE LINE........10A
ZATHURA..............10A
SPORTS COLUMN......11A
TROPHIES.........co0.... 11A

Band Aid auditions
The new show will take place
during week-long art fair.

PAGE 8A
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Coach plans retirement

" Football coach Joe McMenamin says
goodbye after 32 years.
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Students get
glance at
Ponca tribe

BY CLAY LOMNETH

Students gor a chance ro see
how the Ponca rribe in Nebraska
lived. Teachers, administrators and
students from Cenrral and North
High filed in to room 233 ro see what
the culrural direcror of the Ponca
Tribe Angie Starkel had o say.

Myles Jones, Central's Nartive
American adviser, said he expected
75 students to show up. By 7th
period, some teachers had brought
down their entire classes, he said. All
teachers were invited.

Starkel rtalked ro the students
about the history of the Ponca
tribe. She said a lot of students were
surprised and had good questions.
She said some of them didn't even
know there was a Ponca tribe.Srarkel
is part of the Ponca and Ogalalla
Lakora tribes.

With her she brought che buffalo
box, a collection of objects thar all
came from buffalo. She said her tribe
used all the parts of the buffalo they
possibly could.

“The bladder was used to carry
water, Starkel said.

The horns were also used for
things such as conrainers. Starkel said
if they were softened and molded,
they could be used as spoons.She said
her goal was ro teach the srudents
about the history of their area and of
the Ponca rribe.

“"How America is today, a big
part of that is the native heritage,’ she
said.

Jones said over 85 percent of
the food people ear now the Native
Americans knew about before any
Europeans.

Freshman North High student
Paige Drapeau was present at the 8th
period presentation.

“I'm (American) Indian, so I
wanted to learn more abour it,” she
said.

Drapeau said some of her family
came from the Yankron Souix tribe.

Competition
directed by
Math Club

BY ASTRIKA WILHELM

Twenty-four middle schools
around the metro area competed in
a challenging competition to discover
what school exceeded all of the others
when it came to machemarics.

This competition has been a 65-
year tradition.

Greg Sand was the director for
this year's comperition.

“It was a chance for middle
school students to explore math,”
sophomore Carli Culjat, one of the
helpers said. She, along with more
than a hundred other volunteers from
the Math Club, helped the hundreds
of middle school participants.

Sand thought this competition
was a great opportunity for the
middle school students.

“They can see whar they gor, and
they can say to themselves ‘T need to
learn more mach,” Sand said.

The volunteers helped the
students prepare for the test a lirtle
while before they had to take the
tests.

The competition lasted for two
hours. Students in E-math wrote
questions during class for the tests.

There were three different types
of rests.

One was called the leapfrog test,
which involved two people.

They had two separare tests,
and at the end of a selected rime,
they switched papers, and would
then have ro finish their partner’s test
before time ran out.

The next type of test was called
the sprint round. For this rtest,
students had 30 minutes to answer a
variety of questions.

The last test was the oral round.
Students were given ten questions,
and they would give their answer ro
their proctor, who would then hold it
up if their answer was correct.

In all of these competitions, the
questions were mainly geometry and
algebra related.

The top three students in each
competition received medals and

trophies.
This year the top were Westside
Middle School, Bufferr Middle

School, and St. Mary Magdalene
Middle School.
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Senior Sajmir Gasa concentrates on his next move in a chess tournament held at Central. The high school students played their games upstairs, while
middle school tournaments were held in the cafeteria.

Gentral hosts Metro chess competition

BY ANDREW REINWALD

Metropolitan area students came to Central on
Nov. 19 ro compete and test their strategies against one

another in games of chess.

The Central Chess Tournamencwasdivided int::l'-?.

different categories for each of the 12 grades. Computer
programming teacher Drew Thyden has been running
the Central chess tournament for five years.

He said his favorite part of the rournament was
promoting the game and getting new students to have
fun wich it.

He said he hoped by introducing young children
to chess, they would be inspired to start their own chess
clubs at school.

“I get a pretty positive reaction from most,” he said.
“Some kids who play at home come here and realize
they're not the best”’

The Central Chess Tournament, the biggest of its
kind in the state, is something the middle and elementary
school students can make a goal for every year.

Thyden said a major part of the success of the

tournament was to excite the parents about their

children’s interest in chess.

“Some of them (students) like the competition.

They get to play chess with new people,” he said.

Junior Timothy Fisher has been playing chess for
about five years and said he sometimes played with the

Chess Club.

“It’s basically a game of wits,” Fisher said.

He said it was his frst time at the Central Chess
Tournament and he liked the fact that players get ro

meet a lot of new people.

“You're basically putting a lot of people who love
chess in one building,” he said. “You can make a lot of

friends because chess brings people together.”

Fisher said he thought everybody used their own

different strategy in accordance with their opponents.

“People base their strategies on other people’s and

then adapt to them,” he said.

Sophomore Shadow Jones said he likes seeing

everyone’s different playing strategies.

“Ic differs from person to person, not everyone

plays the game the same way,” he said.

The diversity of the competition and the varying
skill levels involved really appeal to Jones.

“It’s good to have people from other schools come
to this competition,” he said.

Jones has been p]a}:ipg chess since he was 7 years

him. Chess has always been an interest of his because
the strategies involved remind him of a battlefield.

“It's war, that's how I look at it,” Jones said.“When
1 see a chessboard, it's war.”

Sophomore Jesse Tye came to this year's chess
tournament to not only prove something to himself, but
to the chess club as well.

“I thought if I came I could get a little respect from
the members (of Chess Club),” Tye said.

Tye's strategy starts with a good opening and then
brute force throughout the rest of the game. He said
this works a lot of the time, bur there is always a chance
it couldn'’t.

“You meet different people and you don't know
their strategies, but some people could just be nervous
because of the tournament,” Tye said.

Upcoming

December

17-30 (Sat.-Fri.) Metro Holiday Basketball Tournament

A five-round basketball tournament will be held on Nov. 17, 21, 28, 29 and 30. The first games for both the gitls and boys varsity teams will be held on Saturday.
The boys will be facing Northwest at 1 p.m. in the University of Nebraska ac Omaha gym. The girls will play Benson at 6:15 p-m. in Benson's gym. All other dares and

times are to be announced.

19-31 (Mon.-Fri.) Winter Break

Students will return to school on the second day of the new year after time to celebrate the holidays and prepare for finals.

25 (Sun.) Christmas Day

25-26 (Sun.-Mon.) Hanukkah
26- Jan.1 (Mon.-Sun.) Kwanzaa

The first Kwanzaa was celebrated in 1966 and is based on harvesr festivals in Africa.

January

3-5 (Tues.-Wed.) Roadshow Tryouts

Students are given the opportunity to audition for 16-18 potential slots in this year’s Roadshow. Each act will be
and members of the drama and music departments. MC auditions will also be held. A C

set to perform.

9-11 (Mon.-Wed.) Finals

On the Jan. 9, students will take exams for first, fourth and seventh hour classes. On
will be held on Jan. 11. All exams, wich the exception of zero hour, take 60 minutes. All

13 (Fri.) Semester Break Day

Teacher work day. Students will have a day off to prepare for the second semester.

"'l

judged by invited faculty, seniors who applied

appella, CHS Singers, Bel Canto, Band, Jazz Band and Orchestra are already

Jan. 10, exams for second, fifth and eight hours will be given. All other finals
other classes will be 32 minurtes long,
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They flash and light

Messages crawl ac n,h"
of the belt buckle and ¢y, 8
the price range is betweer
$60, they are the newes: trend 8
students.

Sophomore Monik;
said she bought her me;,,
few months ago before thy, ﬂ'
common as they are now,

“There were a lor of p,
had belts), but not a whol, |,
she said.

Spurlock said she pad ¢
hel’ bcll:. She said she b[.\u-Lr_

because it appealed to |

"Ci
he s

rcoL

vpres

thought it was worth the 5 I hof
“I like them and [ rlink Lo o
cool,” she said. bod

She said she has worn |
to school and didn't have .y,
with teachers telling her :
She said when she wore
she programmed it to s[5
nickname.

Freshman Wynter
planning on buying a m«
Davis said she saw the L.
first time at her middle
also on television.

Davis said six differen: my,
could be programmed |
buckle to scroll across the «
said the person who owis i
decides whar it should s ans " shi
do not come pre programimed |

She said when she bugs
she plans on programmin. it
her name.

According to the Oriha g
Schools student handboo: :
that is distracting or disruj e g
school environmentcanbe conug Sl 1,
against the dress code. .

Administrator Dioni ¢ K38
said she did not think the
directly violate any of
handbook rules.

She said she hasni
problems with the belts and
reason she would ask a

€ me
mila

)pPl}

n tl
durn
he ¢
o b
s a
b one
bhe ¢

posi

temove the beleis if they progriig
it to scroll something . 8 %
school appropriate. -

Film club

offers chea

holiday gift

Students have a chance ros
their sweet tooth and reccive:
present before the winter |
they receive a“Super Sweer [l
from their friends.

“Super Sweer Thoughs
sold by the Film Crew
in the courtyard during ih
periods from Dec. 7-Dec. 14.

The “Super Sweer |
were given to the reci
Friday before Winter Break in#¥
homerooms on Dec 16.

Film Crew sponsor and Sy
Studies teacher Derek Leslie
Film Crew members starte
“Super Sweet Thoughts’ carlt
their own around Dec. 1.

Leslie said the “Super
Thoughts” were little nores a
to candy canes.

“It's personalized.
(students) can write a not |
person for the holidays. Piu}
inexpensive,’ Leslie said. _I

Leslie said the “Super
Thoughts” were cheap and @
cents.

“Theyd (Film Crew mer?
like to purchase equipment ©
a short film.” Leslie said.

He said the short movie tht
Crew members were goiny
was not going to be a doc
He said Film Crew was p
on spending the money ¢
made from selling the “Super
Thoughts” ar school ro make *
fiction fAlm instead.
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ytudents mix it
L]
I duri
gp during lunch
BY LAUREN CRIST
(olorful posters publicizing for the Mix it Up at Lunch Day hung
. counselor’s office and around the school before the event. A few
he § pers donned bright stickers and sat with new students for the day.
thofl \/ix it Up is a nationwide event thar rakes place once a year
3088 . chool lunches. Many students throughout the United States
a -“:;'.i'.l'l-{-
Ics imed ar focusing on breaking down social clique boundaries
F’”f meeting new people on your school campus,” guidance counselor
? en ;"‘.'..':.- s.ml.
Wwe .
Slie said they have done a little more each year with Mix-ic Up
el e they Ihcgan having it at Cencral.
bu‘ [he counseling department wanted to work together on the
ot Cirulis said.
57 She sud they plan rto have a variety of other clubs and have the
the fil e council play a large role in the effort next year as well. She said
ing i -1pressed an interest in being more involved this year.
ey. [ hope we'll continue to promote this,” she said.“It seems normal
th iral for Central to do this.”
She said sometimes people tend to group themselves with whom
ner @l . most comfortable with and may associate with people who are
tro imilar to themselves. She said this wasn't always bad, but it is a
nigl: poortunity to extend whar someone believes to be true about PHOTOS BY CLAY LOMNETH AND MOLLY MULLEN/REGISTER
sl Principal Jerry Bexten (TOP LEFT) was shadowed for a day by Lt. Ruth Popp (BOTTOM LEFT) from the Omaha Police Department. Business executives who
oll B 1, he tables, they placed questions that students could ralk shadowed principals were awarded a certificate at the ceremony at the end of the day.
during lunch. || | ] = ]
Vs Bl 1 cards included fun questions such as what someone would Da . Ives InSi ht to wo rk Of rl ncl al
grf ¢ o be famous for and more serious questions about how the
:ir .5 at vour school treat other students who are different” Cirulis
was assigned to tables. BY CLAY LOMNETH Mackiel said his overall goal was 100 percent who had two businesspeople matched up with him for the
el 5 sud overall, she chought the day went well. She said it - participation from all the OPS schools. This year, he said  day.
he (I : posicive impact and was supported by the administration and Once a year, business execurives get a chance to see  he guessed it would be close, but probably 95 percent Lt. Ruth Popp of the Omaha Police Department
bn ¢ what it’s like to run a school. The fourth annual Principal for  participation, and Scott Anderson with Anderson Partners Advertising
he § 1 step to eliminate the social boundaries and meet new a Day ceremony rook place at Central this year. Members Mackiel said the purpose of public education was to  shadowed Bexten. Popp said she had been to Cencral before,
nd llle. /e said."Ie only rakes one person to make a difference.” of prominent businesses in the community followed around  inform students and build individuals to get them ready for  but only when students got in trouble.
! English n-.u'hcr_]'.%ne Luethge participated in Mix it Up at principals from Omaha Public Schools (OPS). the future in the markerplace, voring booth and jury room. “I had a different perspective of Central,” she said.
her ik [V this year afrer receiving a notice in her mailbox from the Superintendent of schools John Mackiel said the' Overall, Mackiel said, public education is used to ensure She said because she wasn't there on business, the
0 sollnseliny department. Principal for a Day event gave the businesses a chance tosee  thar democracy is put into action. behavior of the students was a pleasant surprise.
[ thonght it was really interesting,” she said. “It was different for what went on from the perspective of the students and the Mackiel said he hoped the people would leave with a Popp said she received a tour of the school and got to
Pull: | {itferent for the kids.” principal they shadowed.Also, Mackiel said, the day gave renewed appreciation for the work of educators and how  see the stadium from the cafeteria windows. She sat in on
nyi She s lunch duty seventh hour, and said she had noticed them a chance to see the business aspect of how a school is sophisticated the students were these days. an administration meeting, and saw two different language
F 10 ¢ tibles and students. She said the day before Mix it Up at run. He said often the business area of a school is ignored Amy McLaughlin is the project coordinator for the classes, one at a high level an one with beginning students.
siddll . ()., she had asked the students if it was OK of she sat with and forgotten by some. Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce. The Greater During lunch, Popp said she was surprised how calm
.y furing the event. “Out of awareness comes understanding,” he said.“Out  Omaha Chamber of Commerce organized the event at  thestudentsin the cafeteria were compared to other schools.
N8 She sud one of the questions was what the students wanted to of understanding will grow support.” Central. McLaughlin said the business execurives involved were
i for, and she was impressed because one said they would The idea behind Principal for a Day came from McLaughlin said 74 different school principals were mostly from businesses that had expressed interest in giving
S help ochers. She said she would want to be famous for contributors Dick and Mary Holland. The Hollands were involved. Seventy-eight people were matched up with to OPS. She said a lot of the businesses were non-profit, so
d ook. inspired from a similar program in New York. principals. Principal Jerry Bexten was one of the principals  financial support isn't the only way to help.
1€ -
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n-word. The club made one announcement, Mullen said,

because that was enough and there were always going to be
people claiming they didn't hear the announcement.

Mullen said the important thing for students ro remember
was to be conscience about what language they were using.

Mullen said he thought the announcement has been
working so far. He said students and faculty have come up to
him and said they appreciared the announcement.

“Once you ger it in people’s heads, they'll ar least think
twice, he said.

Mullen said he thought well over 50 percent of the school
heard the announcement and now it was up to them to tell
others nor ro use the n-word. Enough people heard it, he said,
that it should be easily spread.

Mullen said some students say the n-word all the time
and seem as though they can get away with it. He said it is a
socially pervasive word in the black community, especially in
entertainment and music.

“Ithink it’s bigger than a problem, it's an epidemic,” Mullen
said.

He said he makes it a pointin his classes to mention his

TR | i uuﬂE" cnmsmm

Central’s population is the size of a small town. With this many people in the hallways and classrooms, anyone

views on the n-word and how they’ll be punished. Mullen said
he also made sure to punish any students who did use the word
immediately.

He said if he heard the word in one of his classes, he would
first give a warning, For the second rime, he said his policy is to
make the student write a one-page essay on why the n-word is
offensive and ger it signed by their guardians. If they don't get it
signed, they ger a referral.

‘Mullen said students need to stop using the n-word
themselves first, and then tell their friends and peers, who will
in turn tell more peers. Mullen said this ‘domino effect” doesn't
apply to the n-word alone, but all racial slurs, racial jokes,
derogatory words for any group of people and obscenities in
general.

Sophomore Rachel Reno said she is called derogatory
words for Jewish at school. She said names like “rich Jew” and
even worse were common last year, happening about two or
three days every week. This year she said it happened less often,
only about twice a month.

Toward the end of school last year, Reno said she saw
someone with a swastika drawn on his hand. She said she rold
him to wash it off and asked him if he even knew what it meant.
Reno said the student didn't wash it off and she ended up telling
a teacher, but nobody knew who the student was.

She said when people called her a name she spoke
to the person and told them why they should not call
her that. She said often she did not speak calmly
to them and ended up yelling because she was so

upset.

Reno said her reaction depends on
her day, and how many times someone has
already called her

a name. She said

when  friends
called her a

could be listening at any time. Someone could take offense to an overheard comment when walking to class.

THE REGISTER
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STICKS - STONES

Students say different things in different settings. Even
if they are just chatting with friends, people overhear
the derogatory words and take offense.

name, it was usually OK with her because she knew they were
joking. Holocaust jokes were never acceptable, she said.

“I could physically hit someone if they said something
rude,’ Reno said.

Randall Kennedy is the author of a book about the n-
word. Kennedy said he had never before seen any books about
the word, and it had so much history behind it.

“(The n-word) is a word I've heard many times,” Kennedy
said.

The idea for the book came up when Kennedy was thinking
for a subject to talk about to his law classes. He said he often
bases his talks about certain words, such as discrimination and
racism. Kennedy said he wondered where the word came from
and began to research it.

Kennedy said research for the book was very interesting
for him. He looked up court cases in which the word was an
issue. Searches on the Internet brought up hundreds of results,
he said.

“That's when I knew I was on to something,” he said.

Kennedy said he also went to libraries and asked the
librarians for books that had anything to do with the n-word
in the titles or subjects. Kennedy said the research for the book
took him places that he wouldn't have normally ended up.

“I just kept an eye out for this word,” he said.

In today’s society, Kennedy said he thought the n-word was
used too much. He said it was used both to insult people and in
normal conversation. This, he said, was still bad. Kennedy said
when people used the n-word, they were just copying others
they have heard say it withour knowing the history behind it.

The best way to educate people not to use this word,
Kennedy said, would be to talk to people and tell them why
they should not to use the word.

“Speak to them as you would want to be spoken to,
Kennedy said.

Some use of the word Kennedy said he would defend.
When a novelist or comedian uses it, for example, Kennedy said
he would defend them if they used it in ironic contexts or if they
were using it to describe racism’s impact.

“Idefend Mark Twain's use of (the n-word) in‘Huckleberry
Finn, he said.

Bramlett said racial slurs were different than other
obscenities.

“That's racism,” he said. “The fceling of one group's
superiority over another group.”

bad. Originally, it was a Spanish word for the color black
that was borrowed into French, then into English, where it
became a racial slur. Not only did it change in meaning bue
the spelling also changed.

When the slave trade started, it became the epither it
is known as today, Bramletr said.

‘Words form like thar fairly often, he said. For example,
he said derogatory words describing homosexuals were
used every day by some people and were still derogarory
to other people.

The relationship of how the people’s ideas of the word
can change, he said. As the usage of the word changes, the
word could become negaive.

“Over time all words change,” Bramlett said.

Bramlett said only to a degree was the n-word “just a

word”. He said there is a lot of power behind the word, and
anyone who uses it should be prepared to face the social
consequences.
“To say its just a word is to significantly
underestimate its impact,” he said.

THE EFFECTS OF WORDS

Reno said the only way to stop people from using
derogatory words was to educate people. She said most
people knew about other racial slurs and not to use them,
but there was not enough said about what Jews went
through and the Holocaust.She said there was not enough
about it in her history book for example, and nobody ever
thought about it. Reno said most people only know the

basic information but not everything,

“People don't really know what went on,” she said.

Reno said the danger of anyone using derogatory words

was hate crimes and hare music started that way. The best way

to stop them was to rell everyone about the dangers, she said.
What can we do?” she said.” What we need to do is get it

Bramlett said the n-word didd't start offras-anything. .

sdtsmeant was “ignorant,” and it just happened to be (e
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out more in public.”

Senior Christopher McLucas is the pregig,.,
African American History Club. He made the anngg
about the n-word.

McLucas said whenever he hears someone 53,1},
approaches them and tells them politely not ro use 1
into a conversation about the n-word, McLucas s34
up the definition. He said most people justify usin, .
they think it just means “ignorant,” but McLucas g,

time ago, the word was used to define a thing, rior 4, El
McLucas said his grandmother used to o]l };.
what happened to her as a child, including walkin, h
go to school because closer schools wouldn't let b 0]
when he heard her stories he was flabbergasted. A
“(She) faced discrimination almost every day |y, v
McLucas said he could not believe the . 5, |
grandmother told him happened even less than 40y, e S
Junior Brenton Donaldson said nobody could el
from using the n-word. He said some people were by, i ou
around the word.
“Of course people are going to use it," he said. oo ghlh ¢

Donaldson said the severity of the word depends
it was being used, and there was a difference of wh;; -
depending on the spelling.
“It takes on a whole different meaning,” Donuldy:
Donaldson said he thought one of the ways i
lose its negative meaning was to use it. For exampl .

if someone was being called fat every day for a long i
suddenly they used the word ro describe themselves, i,
calling them fat wouldn't have anything ro say.

“It’s kind of raking their power away,” he said

Donaldson said nowadays, the word is so
almost part of slang in today’s society. He said ir does-4
the same meaning as it did 30 years ago.

“Now it's just a common ‘hey, how's it going Dir
said. :

He said it changed because people assumed i 14 [
going to be called it anyway, they would accepr ir. e .8 T
it in this manner was a good way to rake away the ofi:
word.

“It basically cancels itself out,” he said.

Despite that, Donaldson said the word woul ! /-4
its effect and history behind it.

He said nobody could restrict who can say ir. 1§

with black people. L

THE IMPORTANCE OF OBSCENITIES
Dr. Frank Bramlett, from the English depan
University of Nebraska ar Omaha, said the Anglo-Suif
for defecation over time became the obsceniry i s
first, the word was “scitan” in Old English. Bram/e:
people know it as the s-word.

“It’s a natural human function and only over rin
become taboo,” Bramlert said.

Bramlerr teaches linguistics, and rouches on the s
the English language in his classes. Bramlett said I
where obscenities originally came from, but he sa:
they'd been around since the beginning of languag

Bramlert said the word damn, for example s
a word meaning “to condemn.” This was all it mea
was only a reference to a person’s future. Over rime. i1 ¢
to something else and is now considered an obscen

To make something taboo, Bramlert said he
relationship and ideas abour a word have to changc.

He said it was hard to say if any language needs
words. He said some people used curse words so muct ¥
hard for them to stop, and they would probably fec
need obscenities.

Bramlete said regardless, obscenities do serve a pur'$
the English language. '

One purpose, Bramlett said, seems to be bondi
school boys, he said, may curse within their group -
Bramlett said che context and whom it was said around®
most important part of using obscenities.

Obscenities are also used to express anger, frusmi
extreme displeasure, Bramletr said. He said they usuil
what the person is thinking. | F
“They're very flexible and are whar we call &

meanings,” he said.
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Acoordang the University of Nebraska

and concentrate even when i its dead nred.
It is prescribed to make peo

concentrate and study.
It is also said to make the

material seem more interesting to the

'THE TORTOISE TO THE HARE

'l‘nsonn sintlonts whether prescribed or obtalnod Illegally, the drug Mderall
e ~makes the brain go from 0 to 100 in a matter of minutes

Medical Center, Adderall is a mixcure of
amphetamines. This means its. purpose is to |
make the brain overrun the body to feel awake

with Attention Deficit D’nsordcrs.

The drug is considered dangerous because
people who use it illegally can become addicted
to the fact that it makes them diligent.

Unfortunately, they usually  can't
recognize when r,helr body really does wear
out,

It also raises blood pressure, so
students who take it and are active or
involyed in athletics are at risk of heart

student.

h she said she didn't use it regularly, she still knew she had to

She knew it could be harmful for her, she said.
Anything that tampered with her brain chemicals had the
possibility of negative effects.

Adderall made her work faster and made the material seem

legal drugs offer new purpose to teens

ADDERALL' CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

sports,
She said it raised the blood pressure significantly because it is an
amphetamine, and activity would increase the pressure even more.
She said for this particular drug it is very important to be

5A

Police have
no leads on

stolen goods

Il ‘STEAL’ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

inside.

Security guard Frank Zavorka said
a projector like that was worth around
$1,500.

“That’s a great loss,” he said."Thar’s a
tragic thing to have missing.”

Principal Jerry Bexten said the
projectors were bought with money from
the CHS Foundarion.

This was the second projector stolen
from the ceiling, he said.

“Someone cut the padlock,” he said.
“There was no sign that someone had
forcibly entered the room.”

The projector was stolen the night
of a JV basketball game. Bexten said
there were two sets of doors berween
the gym and main building, one of which
should have been locked at all times.

icked off school a lot,” Doe said. interesting, she said. Now that she doesn't work so hard, her parents  monitored by a physician. He said neither sec was locked thar
m B ---“‘-J to gun for seraight As and to be in the top percentage of  don't seem o mind. “Ir basically makes the brain override the body,” she said.“Your nighr.
ngs [l bur not anymore. “They don't care as much about grades as I do,” she said. “They  body could be physically worn out, but the brain would make you feel Bexten said as of right now it is a
sapfill 0" i rigw she looks for-a balaes. want me to be happy.” like you have energy.’ mystery who stole the projectors
S :'.\.:'ll:.' M\ﬂmmt important things in life,” she said, “or at least A Register poll of 200 students said our of the 10 percent of . She said another popular drug for ADD is Ritalin, which has Senior Ben Bilyeu takes Advanced
ugh would !H.‘-. . students who said they have used Adderall, only 2 percent have been ~ also been highly abused. Placement Spanish in Bishara’s room.
Shi \I:IJ friends and staying happy were now more important to  prescribed it for ADD or ADHD. One type of quick-release Adderall has been banned by the FDA He said he used the projector last
class rank. v Still, 13 percent of those polled said thay used some kind of ' in Canada because it resulted in several adoloescent deaths, most of year and this year.
oniill She said she wasn't happy when she was working that hard. stimulant to help them with their schoolwork or tests. . which were heart-related. “She always had our assignments
t my It like a machine,” she said."Schdol, homework, sleep, every A pharmacist from University of Nebraska Medical Center said The illegal use of Adderall is extensive throughout the United and lessons on the projecror,” he said.
the drug can have adverse side-effects, even if the person is prescribed ~ States, with different terms and nicknames throughout. In the Now most of their work is verbal
nsifll Shesaid grades shouldn'e bc_[h‘“ Important to a teenager. it. Northwest they are referred to as"BBs” or “Blueberries” for their color. because he said Bishara prefers not to
d o \lv only worth was how efficient I could be,” she said. “Atleast if it is prescribed the patient has a doctor checking their  In other regions they are known as “Railguns.” Common names are work on an overhead projector, Bilyeu
he She said she knows many other students with her workload who  blood pressure,” she said. “ralls,""bennies,""amps” or “jollies.” People who take more then 100 mg said.
me, m drugs, prescribed or otherwise. The pharmacist said many people don't know Adderall can a day call them “goofballs” for the short, small high it gives in large “There’s a definite difference (in the
per t know how they can manage,” she said. cause a heart arrack in young people, especially those who run or play = doses. class),” he said.
on
ot}
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the

government for a redress of grievances.”
FIRST AMENDMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, RATIFIED DEC. 15, 1791

Jerry Bexten

1
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ADVISER
Molly Mullen
EDITOR IN CHIEF o
What is heard in the hall is repulsive and offensive, and nobo dy knows who can overhear it.
Students need to cut down on the use of ugly language, from racial slurs to general obscenities. @
Anyone could be listening. everybody is used to hearing them and not everybody uses it is all right to say it. It teaches them it is OK to hate The year is 2005 and people still cann
When students choose to use questionable language,  them. Students should be aware and courteous enough to others. It’s because of racial slurs, racial jokes an.
anything from derogatory words to obscenities can be  realize they are not the only ones in the school. Administration claims Central is diverse, and thatis  derogatory words being used in normal conversan:
heard walking through the halls. Students let them roll Derogatory words are especially dangerous. They are  one of its strong points. But how can we have a diverse At a school like Central, anything said in
off their rongue like they are ralking about a movie they  senseless and rude. Even in jest, racial slurs should simply  school and not get along? or hallway is heard by dozens of people righ
saw last weekend. not be said, period. If children are taught that these words are OK, Why offend someone you don't even know:
Not only do they pollute che halls, bur in almost any Some teachers are strict about this, as they should problems begin. According to hate crime statistics from An announcement was made by the i
classroom, too. The administration be. Nothing like that should be the Federal Bureau of Investigation published last year, ~American History Club, telling students to
needs to do something abour it. heard in any class, they easily offend  52.9 percent of all reported hate crimes were race related.  n-word. This is the posirive step that needs
Some rteachers may be afraid EDITORI AL and are extremely powerful. Anyone  Religious hate crimes were at 18 percent and sexual by the school.
to say something. They think the e e e o aieE who uses them should be prepared  orientation hate crimes at over 15 percent. Students will, of course, claim they didn:h
students will confront them and not The OPINION of to face the consequences. Society In all, the report stated that 9,035 offenses were announcement. That's why the message needs ro
change their ways. Teachers need to the Register staff has decided that racial slurs are committed. This is pathetic. from person to person, from peer to peer.
begin to punish the students and do inappropriate, and that rule should Things like this include not only harassing and racist Perhaps the most infamous racial slur wl
it immediately. apply to students at Central. slurs, but also more extreme things. But where do they  history behind it, the n-word has a horrid hist
Curse words express anger and frustration, said a This should apply to all racial slurs and any name to  start? it. Heard in the halls, it can easily offend :
linguistics professor from the University of Nebraska ac  demean any group of people. They start with that racist joke told at a lunch table.; y passes. o < vonis cen s cwnsit n e
Omaha Dr. Frank Bramlett. So in some way curse words Just by overhearing it, anyone can beoffended. ft started wich chac acticude, the atcitude that’it's not There are teachers in the hall everyda\ Can i
could be important because they offer an alrernative to The sad thing is that every imaginable offensive word  hurting anyone. stop the students from saying ar least the r
bottling emotions up. is heard in the halls. What does an environment where Bu if that attitude continues, it will. It's got to be  offensive and loud comments? At least give a wirn2
But there is still a time and place for them. Not  racist and sexist slurs are OK teach teens? It teaches them  killed at the source. Do something, :
o
- - Opponents of One City, O
, - ’
e | Javenport is chaotic after school
E-MAIL

124 N. 20th St.

[t is 7:30 a.m. and minivans, sedans, SUVs and pick-up
Omaha, NE 68102

trucks are lined up on Davenport to drop off students. In the

The problem at Davenport could be solved if students
were simply willing to be dropped off at a more convenient
location and walk a block or so to school.

The crowd at Davenport is provoked

MAIL _

402.557.3357 jumble of vehicles chere are also students walking between the
PHONE moving cars, carelessly placing themselves

402.557.3339 ti By

FAX

The congestion at Davenport s

and meanders half-asleep out of the flow

EDITORIAL

by the drive to ger as close to the school

building as possible before stepping out of

terrible as each student opens the car door, gTTRXISS SN0 the car.
puts on his back pack, gathers his books The npl_"m" of Often times the trafhic is exacerbared
the Register staff

by parents who pull up too far and must

of traffic, while there are a dozen vehicles
waiting behind him.

There are two other popular places for parents to drop
their kids off for school. These are the Joslyn parking lot and
Dodge Street. While these are also busy at the beginning and
end of the school day, they do not compare to the disorganized
confusion of Davenport.

Each of these areas has more space to drop off students
and is therefore less congested than the one-way, narrow
Davenport street.

On Dodge, there are five lanes of traffic. Davenport has
anywhere between two and four, all trying to turn left.

The Omaha Central High School
Register seeks to inform its readers
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Cornhusker awards from NHSPA.
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overall work.
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maneuver their way back into the flow of
trafhc, simply so their child can be ren feet closer ro the school
building. If a student is so late to school, he should plan ahead
and arrive earlier.

Central students are not the only ones who use Davenport.
There are also teachers trying to get into the parking lot and
Creighton students in the apartment buildings on the other
side of the street.

All of the confusion prevents these groups from having
a quiet, peaceful morning and thrusts them into a dangerous
teenage jungle at 7 a.m.

It also results in an unnecessary hazard for students.
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School prove racism still her

Envision a classroom separated by color, by
how much you pay for lunch and what culture
most influences you.

This is what One City, One School is about
to me; the racial and socioeconomic differences.
I believe that Brown v. Board of Education, the
court case in which blacks were given the same
right to education as whites,
did nor change the ideas of
segregation of schools.
Board has
enabled opportunities for

Brown w.

blacks to receive education,
but there is still segregation in
the school system. Fifty years

course of action for me because ir forces
accept changes. And changing from ones
to the next is, to me, the only way for |
succeed. i
If Millard doesn't want to blend win
then reasonably they should be forced ro. M
This prejudice is becoming more thin ®

. Millard problem
. It is becomn
-wide problem
just another prejudices
| in America,
Unless people @
theirideas, how canew®

get the education (e §

ago, segregation of schools

A Column by Matt Wiley

and deserve. his

stopped, but are Omaha and
Millard schools still segregated to this day? Yes, |
believe OPS is still divided by color even now.

[ don't think the real problem is the funding
Millard schools will lose, or different ways the
students will get to schools. T think the true
problem is racist non-colored kids will have to
share the class and the teacher with black boys and
girls. Integration is a very controversial idea, one
that makes old racists like the former Alabama
governor George Wallace turn in their graves.

But this idea is still prevalent, especially in
our school district. I may not be an expert on the
subject, but I see Omaha drifting back into the
years where racism and all white schools were
common.

Millard School District has a two percent
black population compared to the population of
OPS at 31 percent. Underneath all this debating
over who is taking over whom, is the strong but
subtle scheme of racism. Basically, OPS is mostly
a minority and they plan to take over certain
suburban districts that are mostly white. And this
oncoming fear for the Millard faithful will began
the flight of whites.

This is when so many whites began to move
out of an area because of racial mixing in the
neighborhood.

This is what will happen to Millard.

Race is not something to hate or to be afraid
of, yet racism is still prevalent here. The fact is
the threat of classrooms with blacks and whites
together scares Millard students and parents. Bur
if you keep people around a certain viewpoint,
they began to believe it and deem it justifiable.
The One City, One School district plan is the best

to the One Ciry, U
plan is just messing up their own o
guess the saying “separate but equal
true for everyone is it?

Voluntary integration is a joke. \\l
to middle class white Millard family would?
come and share the same study tools and i3
with middle to working class blacks. '

’ I
I'm sure there are a n NS

few chose:
residents who have no problem wit
schools, but they are the chosen few wh
too afraid to speak out. Why is integration 3
idiot idea when there are so many oppor
to make racism non-existent. To me i
needs to be forced because voluntary intt?s
only leaves opportunities for those who ¥
And I think that no one from Millard wo*
integrate because they feel as though
blend.

Millard schools were not made to "
in my idea. There are not made for “§
Americans to be successful or even to be '

Thar is why Millard, Ralston, EIKh”
Westside are in protest. To me Wes
nothing to do with it, they are not ¢’
issue. They are so close to Omaha that the 8
be for integration. :

But there protest just shows thi*
is even more close to home than }‘t‘l‘}‘l“
All black students are not academically ™
animals or a threar to your child’s life. ¥}
should this stereotype be able ro contnd® 4

Is the real issue Millards ideas of
how they can't deal with the fact that | bl
a part of American history. I believe that *
blacks, America would not be as it is 1%
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OPINION

“I think the pep rally was the
best ever. The dance contest was
off the chain. I think Eddie was
the best part of it. But what's up
with the power outage? But this

one was by far the best”
Lewis Culliver (11)

A CONTAGIOUS SMILE

A Column by Pascale Roussel

een appreciates
er unique family

‘ Somebody asked me the other day what it’s like to have
‘ ian mom. They kind of caught me off guard because
[ly people are scared to say anything about it. I didn't
-whar to say.
[ told them the truth, which is that I think it's cool, and I
ort my mom, no matter who she wants to date. But a few
ago, that was very difficult for me to say.
My parents got divorced when I was 7. We moved to
ha from Tennessee and lived in one of my Grandma's
ments for awhile. Not too long after we moved into my
s partner’s house. We've been living there ever since.
When that happened, I didn't really know what being gay
t,s0 it didn't bother me at all. Actually now that I think
tir, I don't think my mom ever really told me straight out.
too young to understand, or even care.
But when I got to be around 9, the kids at school started
hy me. | remember one time in fifth or sixth grade, one
e bovs was making fun of me at lunch, and I didn’t know
else to do, so I began to cry. My friends helped me by
h; me to the counselor, but that didn't change what the
otiflthought about my mom, or about me,
from that point on, I stopped telling people, period.
1 did tell someone, I had to trust them with practically

. So
}.(.‘.

I'would tell chem not to tell a soul because I thought of it

v deepest darkest secret. I also wouldn't tell them unless

were coming over to my house because I didn't want them

L'.'l\!ght Oﬁ‘guara.

p it a secret. So, I didn't make a big deal abour it. If
one asked, I would tell them, but I still kept it quiet.

When I got out of junior high, I wanted to change myself.
decided not to worry about it. I didn't want to care about
- more. I figured if someone asked me about it, I would

hem.

e all sorts of questions. And I actually kind of like to
er them. It's almost like I'm informing them on what it's
o have a different lifestyle than the rest of them.
Students at Central are so supportive about it. Some of
1 don't care, and some of them want to know more. I really
care who knows about it. I'm not sure if that's because
fed up with caring, or if I realized teens my age were
hr with it. Maybe it'’s because of the age, but I'm just
kful they're cool with the whole situation.

Our lifestyle at home is very old-fashioned. My mom is
y strict, and raises me as her mom raised her. The only
rence is, instead of saying to go ask your dad, she’ll say

t

ask Margo.”

My mom is definitely one of the greatest people I know.
only am I supportive of her bur also, she’s very supportive
She loves my friends and the decisions I make. I almost
bnd myself of my mom. Well...except for the whole sexual
iation thing,

ari

Atter a couple of years, I got sick of thinking that [ had

Now, mostly my friends are just curious about it. They'll .

Why is it that many honors and Advanced Placement (AP)
students don't see cheating as cheating? Applause is deserved for the,
high school students who chgose to take a full load of AP classes and
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Cheatmg in class goes to new level

There are plenty of students who don't use anything. They suffer
through senior year, getting little sleep so they won't have to pay for a

Why do other students feel like it's their

' 'pull the all- -nighters synonymous “with college
EDITORIAL

and do their own work.
It's not like the classes have even been
deemed as the most difficult in che district. seccssssssses
Some students have been turning to The OPINION of
Adderall to assist them in their college-level the Register staff
endeavors, They weren't prescribed the drugs

personal right to use enhancers? Why should they
get better treatment?

If people think it is safe to take, think again.
Canada pulled a type of Adderall from the shelves
because officials found out it carried a risk of “sudden
death for children” according to the Food and Drug

and they are buying them from dealers like run-
of-the-mill narcorics.

There are too many problems with this reality to count, and the’
biggest problem is many people don't see anything wrong with it.

They rationalize and give excuses and never admit to using illegal
stimulants to help them get better grades.

These are academic steroids, quite a few steps above a Mt. Dew
or caffeine pills. Just like steroids in sports, the pills won't make them
any better athletes; Adderall will not make students any smarter. It is
a quick solution to get a better grade.

It is pathetic. Hopefully students who are supposedly responsible |
enough to get college credit or extra points on their grade point average -
can see this for what it is, cheatmg This is plain cheating just like usmg
Stel‘OldS in pro Sp{}rts is Cheatmg

surprise,
weight lo

-side effec

Administration.

Some people have used Adderall for weight loss. This is no

the ADD (Attention Deficit Disorder) Help Center said.

Before the FDA approved it for treatment of ADD in 1996, it was a

ss pill. It was created 20 years ago under the name Obetrol.

Now it’s the same pill, new name.This makes it obvious why one of its

ts is anorexia. Is that really a good trade off?

Whatever the use, people need to know the risks. Insomnia,
dizziness and extreme weight loss are all side effects.

Students need to stop being selfish and realize what they're doing.
Drug abusing cheaters ending up on the honor roll or in National
Honors Society does not paint a good picture of the school, while so
many good, healthy students in regular classes get no recognition other
than a high school diploma.

: LET

g story needed to be written

e Editor,

In the last issue of the Register, there was some
troversy over the front-page story. People were saying
gs such as "That's unethical!” and “That’s not necessary!”
 contrary to popular opinion of the last issue, I found
story incredibly interesting and informative. I didn't even
w that Oxycontin existed before the story hit the press.
Pt think the story did any harm at all. The Oxycontin
y shined light on the facts of drugs and alcohol. This
 is real. This story needed to be written.

Liz Rockwell (10)
cials skills disappeared

r Ediror,

At the beginning of this school year, the faculty was
posedly strongly enforcing the five social skills. Well, all I
Il of that was about three of my teachers reading rules off a
and unrealistic roll playing for ten minutes. However, I do
kthe idea was a good one and necessary.

Since the second week of school there has been no
inuation of these lessons, and no improvement in student-
fudent relationships and student-to-teacher relationships.
Just curious if there will be any further attempts to enforce
five social skills, or possibly new ways of doing them.
Claire Anderson (10)

Igar language shows ignorance

r Editor,

Derogatory words are extremely offensive-especially those

& ire chauvinistic, which will not be named. Derogatory

B only symbolize ignorance. When there are so many
ds in the dictionary (and insults), the use of repulsive

gatory words is upsetting,

Delaney Kunz (10)

IS. language should be English
r Editor,
My opinion is the English should be the national language.

i

TERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS

Letters to the editor are gladly accepted in room 030, via e-mail to Central.

Journalism@OPS.orgor can be placed in Mr. Deabler’s mailbox in the main office.

Letters must be factual and contain the author's full name and grade. Incorrect or
mu!gmdletterswﬂlnotb: printed The use ofpennames is notallowed

I'm happy to learn another Ianguage like Spanish, French and German, but it also
upsets me when I walk into a store and everything is written in Spanish. Now, they're
barely translated into English anymore. I'll admit Spanish is a fun language, but a lot
of people don't know it. I like learning Spanish, but I can't speak to half the people
in my neighbored because they don't understand a single word I say. It's the same
thing with them to me. Honestly, since it is America, I think we should have dﬁercnc
languages, but English should be the main language.
Elizabeth Reynolds (9)

Only undeducated people use bad Ianguage

Dear Editor,
I feel that derogatory words are for uneducated people. Uneducated people will

use derogatory words because their language is not expanded, and they want to be
cool in front of their friends. Derogatory words should not be used. They make you
sound like you do not know what you are talking about.

Fatima Flores (10)

Moral classes should be offered

Dear Editor,
I chink that ignorance is a growing problem at Central High School. Students

and faculty are ridiculing each other because of their sexuality, how they dress and
who they hang out with. People seem to have no morals and can never just accept
people for who they are. Ithink the source behind chis is jealousy and uncertainty
of oneself. I think classes should be offered that promote awareness of this issue.
It should also address equality. This way, not only will the students and faculcy be
more sure of who they are, but learn to accept others as well.

Lauren Alston (10)

Students desire to throw away ID badges

Dear Editor,
I understand the faculty and the police want to ensure our safety, but people are
not wearing the IDs If someone does wear the IDs, most of them wear them on the

STUDENT POLL

REGISTER YOUR OPINION
place when derogatory

~ “Yeah, I think so. For
example, if you run ml:o
- adeskand sayacurse
~ word.”

o should be allowed. 'Iheres

e

stomach or below. You cannot force a student to do something,
much less wear a stupid picture on their body. I have wanted
to throw my ID away so many time and I am a controlled
person. Perhaps, some students have trashed their IDs. Also,
the picture of the student comes out dark, ugly and the student
usually looks possessed. Am not the only student who feels this
way. [ am one of many.

Clarissa Lovegren (9)

Questions need to be answered

Dear Editor,

What are these ID badges really for? Will this really give
us protection? (These are) things that ger asked every day by
students. I would really want those questions answered. What
happened thar caused the school to make us wear them?

Darius Wynne (9) \

Is there a time or

language should h
allowul in sellool?

= Kryuannal’ryor (10)

 “There’s no way it

o not really a reason to use ;_',__

s

Mandy Flemmer ( 10) :

~ “Ibelieve it is
~ disrespectful to the
people around you and
 to the people you are
talking to. There are a
few exceptions.”

Adam Hankins (10)

. “Yeah. In my opinion,
it's fine. For me, it’s
using bad words while

"

arguin
Jessica Creighton (11)

~ “Notreally. I mean,
there’s no causeor
purpose to use bad -

language?

Ian Danielson (12)

w
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(RIGHT) Sophomore Julian Egger
plays guitar in Toad, one of the
groups that auditioned at Band Aid.
Toad has played numerous concerts
at different venues, known for
their “surfer rock” style. (BELOW)
Alumnus Josh Koterba, class of
2004, plays in his band Rochester.
Rochester was one of the five
groups chosen, and only featured
one current Central student.

Alumna’s middle-school hobby turns to profession with release of new albu

BY BOB AL-GREENE

“Jazz," Camille Schmidr said. “That’s where
my passion lies.”

Schmidr graduated from Central in 1980,
after attending for her junior and senior years. She
recently attended her 25-year reunion, bur thart's
not the biggest event on her calendar.

Schmidt’s first album, "Easy to Love,” on
Clarion Records, a local label thar distribures
nationally, will appear in music stores on Dec. 10.
Schmidr describes the album as “straight-ahead
jazz.'

“There's a lot of jazz standards,” she said.
“Songs like ‘Misty” and ‘Our Love Is Here To
Stay.”

Not only is“Easy ro Love” Schmidt’s first solo
album, but also the label’s first jazz record. She said
she sang on all the tracks and played piano on one.
All tracks were accompanied by a band.

Y e

“It’s a really grea, full jazz band. Great sound,”
she said.” We've got members of the U.S. Air Force
band, and a grear saxophone.’

Schmidr said shed waited until now to record
a jazz album for a reason. She said she played in
a Top 40 band while at Cenrral, in addition to
being involved in music programs like the CHS
Singers, A Cappella and Stage Band. She said
music probably wasn't the most important part of
her Central career, though.

“As good as the music was, the English classes
were just as essential,” she said."It’s that academic
challenge that makes it important.”

Schmide said she first started writing and
singing jingles for businesses after Central, when
she was in college.

“I'm proudest of the Godfather’s Pizza tune
and what I wrote for the Sheraton Chicago,” she
said. “That's when I first started getting paid.”

While attending the University of Nebraska

ARTS

PHOTOS BY LAUREN CRIST/REGISTER
(ABOVE RIGHT) Senior Michael Greenberg works on setting up his drums before the tryouts. Greenberg worked closely with junior Trevor Moore to
schedule the concert, and is a member of one of the bands selected to play in Band Aid. (ABOVE LEFT) Guitarist junior Andrew Wahl and Benson student

singer Stephen Bils audition with VirginiaJoyce. Each band was allowed to play two songs for the audition, so judges could get a good idea of the
groups’ overall sound without taking up too much time.

at Lincoln, Schmidr received a letter from the
Berkley College of Music. She said she felt drawn
to that school and that life. She said singing is her
favorite thing to do, and her favorite thing to sing
i1s jazz.

After college she lived in Boston and
Nashville, and has played piano in different clubs
around Omaha. Currently she works at Benson
High, playing piano with the choir.

“I feel a little more seasoned at this point in
my life,” she said.” Where [ used to do other styles,
I'm able to sing jazz for real now.”

Schmide said she used to listen ro Ella
Fitzgerald records in elementary school and junior
high, and lists Fitzgerald among her sources of
inspiration.

“I'm really into old R&B,” she said. “I like
Bonnie Raitt, Mel Torme, Nat King Cole, Sarah
Vaughn... [love listening to Carmen McCrae. 1
can really hear her depth.”

THE REGISTER

Alumna Camille Schmidt, from the class of 1980, released her first album Dec.
“There’s a lot of jJazz standards (on the album),” she said.

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGj g,

After Band Aid’s near cancellat
musicians get ready for a newly§
scheduled spring concert as partg

week-long art fair. 1'
_’_

BY ZACH PLUHACEK

al

Band Aid was back on the calendar and tryouts were only a week ay; 38
another hurdle in junior Trevor Moore’s path to the stage. .

Along with a few of his friends, Moore had pushed for much of rhe ye, 88
the once-canceled student concert back in the books.

After being rescheduled several times, the date for Band Aid was finay
Mar. 24 as one of the nighttime shows in a fine arts week planned for early s
the Parents, Educators and Pupils organization. .

Now Moore, who made it his priority to get the concert date set and pr
would have to make the cut for it in front of members of Student Counci 4
music department. :

A week later when he and his band, VirginiaJoyce, showed up in the 1ui:@8
on Nov. 21, they didn't know what to think. One rumor was that dozens of
bands had heard about the auditions and were planning on trying out.

“We saw some kids in the hallway and they were rtalking abour vy {8
Monday,” Moore said. :

He still felt precty comfortable that he would be able to play in Band Aide
he was facing some rough competition.

While students waited in the seats to be directed by Band Aid sponsor i
Smith, they started asking each other for advice, equipment and cell phones, }
could call the missing members of their bands.

The armosphere was far from competitive.

All in all, seven bands showed up to audition and five were selected « |
VirginiaJoyce, Elysium, Amartharic, Toad and Rochester. Every band thut i ;
with the exception of Rochester, was mostly composed of Central student..

Freshmen Corey Himes was a member of Blutikhund, one of the rwe burd
was not chosen to play in Band Aid. Since the auditions, the group has chiyg
name to Promethius.

“When we started, we wanted to try out. It was like three weeks )
(auditions),” Himes said.“We're gonna stick with it. We knew we weren't i
for Band Aid, but we tried out anyway.’

All of the other bands that auditioned had ar least some more prior i
than Blutikhund. A few had been playing together for years. Many of the »
these groups had even been inyolved in previous Band Aids, giving them ¢/
in experience level.

“It (auditioning) helped me with stage fright,” Himes said.”This is 1y fis
performing in front of a small audience. I think we just need a lot more pracu

Even though some of the bands had less experience than others, Mo
still happy with the turnout, as well as the diverse group of musicians who ha
selected to play. He said the music ranged from hard core and punk rock :
called “surfer rock.”

He agreed with most of the bands selected to play, and felt the mem
Student Council were a good group of people to have judge.

“They had a little bit more of a say in it, I think, than a teacher would &
“Student Council can relate to the music more, They listen to that kind of s

o I B A 0 -
S 5 ]

some of the kids in Student Council have been to some of our shows.”

Sophomore Carli Culjat, one of the Student Council representatives |
the tryouts, said she enjoyed the bands that played.

She thought there was plenty of ralent in the group, but would have | ked
some more diverse types of music.

“Id like to see a little bit less screaming,” she said. “Theres a different o
music and we've only seen one. But...whatever's popular, We're only gonna it
type of fan.”

Another sophomore, Adrian Monge, felt the music was diverse enou;
noticed a great deal of difference not only in the types of music the differ
played, bur also in the skill level.

She could tell some of the groups had practiced together a lot more thin3
just by hearing them,

Monge was disappointed that Tomorrow’s Heroes, another one of rhe
that tried out, didn't make the cut. She enjoyed the bands that performed, esp
Rochester.

Culjat and Monge were chosen by Judy Storm, the Student Council spon
be two of the judges.

Even though Storm's choices were largely based on availability, she said
reason she picked particular students was because of their varying interests

“What I tried to do is divide it by grade levels. I just tried to get?
representation of students for the whole student body,” she said.

Storm was asked by Smith to pur rogether a list of students o be the Judg?

Smith, who played a large role in the planning of the concert and tryou®
meet with Moore and senior Michael Greenburg next month to discuss ricket
and other organizational matters for the show.

One of the things Moore and Greenburg have been most excited about
technology for this year's show.

Band Aid, for che first time, will feature student-engineered sound and lif
as well as a merchandize store for CDs, T-shirts and buttons to promore the ba

PHOTO BY EMILY HARRISON/RE
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rtwork shown to colleges across country

BY EMILY HARRISON

[he best of her arrwork sprawled across
Jesks. Senior Dena Rennard stood next
. inquisitive and critical eyes of a college
sentative preparing to review her portfolio.
Alex Hamil was not from Harvard and he
ot at Central to recruit star achletes or the
viledicrorians. He came to talk to juniors
eniors interested in attending an art school.
fennard and two other art students spoke
{Hamil on Nov. 17. They showed him their
ork and asked questions about the school,

n It be accepted into an art school students
to have a portfolio shuwing their rtalent,
o and devotion to their artwork.

0 Hamil had the authority to accepr Rennard
¢ spor based on the work in her portfolio.
[he quality of work in a portfolio could
mine not only whether students could be
red into a school, bur also what caliber of
arships, if any, a student would be able to

Rennard said she was not planning on
o an art school when she graduared,

¢h she may get a master’s degree from one
% ndlilg a regular university.

for her the review was nor abour being

ved, she did it ro ger a critique of her work.

Y
&

{ it was good to ger the opinions of an

nal source.
L Rennard said all the representatives were
il her to loosen up her drawing style, which
lled meticulous. They told her to experiment
il 17 style and try new mediums and ways of
il \
| wanr to get myself to where they are saying
ounfilt | o0, she said.
Ihe work for the portfolios comes from
cenfl < work in class and ar home.
teacher Larry Andrews said his srudio
Shil . \cre meant to help students develop their
sofll
said there were certain rhiugs every
rative was looking for. They wanted to
;(_0 ! ceptual drawing in color and in black and
ied till-life paintings and Agure drawings, |
p gs and figure drawings, he

i[}' " BY BOB AL-GREENE

}‘e 4 |- abour time.

cizfll |15 sbout rime this movie was made. It’s

onfllic time a journalist was once again cast as the
agonist. It's about time we all remembered

rst @ Edward R. Murrow was. He was a hero.

ce’ ll “Good Nighr, and Good Luck’, from director

ore @l ce Clooney, did exactly that. Clooney

1d Dl hed his wings of fAlmmaking with “Good

vhal::. ind Good Luck’, and came away with a

rpece

berd |11 the mid-50s, America was overrun with
n of Communism within our borders.

e forefront of the movement was Sen. Joe

aff
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Senior Dena Rennard shows a landscape piece to a scout for an art school. She said although she had no plans of going to school for

art, she appreciated the critiques.

said. Andrews has required his students to create
artwork thar flls chese categories in class and
helps them to achieve the level of work schools are
looking for.

In che fall art schools contdct Andrews, who
is the head of the department, to work out a time
to come give presentarions and portfolio reviews
for their schools.

This year Milwaukee Institute of Art and
Design and Chicago Art Institute have already
visited.

AII(‘[I’{‘\VS Siljd many Of l'l'!i.' rcprcscn[atives

McCarthy, who often stretched the truth in his
indictments of suspects.

McCarthy was finally

consider Central a top priority. He sa:id they know
Central has a good art department and there are
many students who they have recruited from the
department who are doing well at thgir schools.
“Some students are victims of a bad
department,” he said. He said those students did
not ger access to the equipment and reachers
had here, but :

recognize when students have talent, even if the

students representatives can
students aren't experienced.

Rennard said she was amazed at how the
opinions of each representative differed.

That's why it's called comic relief, and never
before has that term been so clearly defined or
deftly used.

newsman

most

debunked by
Edward R. Murrow, pl;chd
by David Straitharn. The
film, named for Murrow’s
nightly sign-off line, was
crisp, meaningful, dramatic

MOVIE REVIEW..

Al dd.

‘GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK’
Starring: David Straitharn

Probabl}f the
incriguing . aspéct of  the
film was the inclusion of all
real video of McCarthy. A
common complaint among
uninformed audiences was

and entertaining throughour.

The dramatic elements
were of course well done, bur what was surprising
was the humor, which added a lot. For such a
tense subject, any amount of humor would of

course h;ll"’(.’ bccn necessary.

the actor portraying him
was too over-the-top.
However, seeing the rrue McCarthy in all
his glory (or lack thereof) could only add rto the
viewer’s sense of disgust and disdain for him, and
made the moment all the more triumphant and

“Art is so subjective,” Rennard said, every one
has a different opinion of what makes art good.

The difference of opinion between people is
why it is beneficial for students to get the input of
someone other thar himself, Andrews said.

Each school also has a different-personaliry,
he said. The original impressions of the schools
sometimes depend on the artitudes of the
representatives.

If a representative is personable, he can have
a positive influence. If students do not like them

they may think twice about attending the school.

Film about journalistic integrity proves long overdue

justifiable when he was finally confronted, and
asked, at long last, “Have you no sense of decency,
sir?”

McCarthy lived just long enough to see
himiself on the bigiscreen:

Towards the end of his career and life,
Edward R. Murrow saw the fault in relevision, in
entertainment over information.

No doubt Murrow would comment on the
phenomenon we are observing in the modern
media if he was alive today, but in his absence we
can rely on powerful films and their messages to
guide us.

“Good Night, and Good Luck.” is one of

those films, and it could save us from ourselves.
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CD assists

victims of
hurricane

CD REVIEW

VY

‘LAGNIAPPE’
Key track: “Hypnotized”

BY BOB AL-GREENE

It’s the kind of CD you want to give a
good review to.

“Lagniappe’, Saddle Creek Records
new benefir album for Hurricane Katrina
victims, is now out on ilunes. It’s a novel
idea; however, there was the sense that
“Lagniappe” would be able to raise much
more money if it was more enjoyable to
listen to. Yes, it is in response to a horrible
disaster, but the mood shouldnt make the
listener feel worse abour the world.

It started off promisingly enough;
Cursive's “Ten Percent to the Ten Percent”
set a high standard for the resr of the album,
a standard that wasn't reached again.

The album moved slowly and withourt
a hint of interesting music. Song after
song on “Lagniappe” decreased any sense
of enjoyment to be had. Even Bright Eyes,
fresh from Conor Obersts recent twin
releases “I'm Wide Awake, Its Morning”
and “Digital Ash in a Digital Urn,” couldn’
salvage the wreckage. Halfway through the
album, the prospect of finishing the album
well seemed hopeless

Then The Faint arrived.

The Faint’s contribution, a track enrtitled
“Hypnotized,” almost single-handedly saved
“Lagniappe.”

this point couldnt completely salvage the

Sure, even a grear song ar

wreckage, but it did set the better tone for
the rest of the album.

If not fun, then at least the rest of
“Lagniappe” was heartfelc and chankfully
different from the tedious norm. Simple,
enjoyable tracks like The Good Life’s “New
Year's Retribution,” the finale of the album,
were probably too little and too late, but
they weren't as insultingly dreary.

“Lagniappe” is a French-Creole word
meaning “a lictle something extra” It was
traditionally a term used in New Orleans
gift shops and boutiques; a free gift to please
the customers and ensure their return.

“Lagniappe” the album
could've used a little something extra. All

certainly

proceeds from the album went to help the
Red Cross’ efforts, and that’s admirable, but
I can't imagine any other reason why anyone
would want to return and listen to it again.

It can be.
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Clarkson College has health science and health care
business programs designed to help you achleve your
educational and professional goals.
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MASTER'S DEGREES
Nursing
New Options
An to MSN
Adutt Nurse Practitioner
Health Care Business Leadership

Omana, NE 68144
402.330.4014 x:309

SERVICES:

AcapEMIC SERVICES * SociAL SkiLLs CLASSES
PARENTCLASSES* ADULT ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS
Turtoring * ACT/SAT PREP CLASSES * SPRING

AND SUMMER CLASSES

BACHELOR'S DEGREES
Nursing
Health Care Business Management
Health Information Management
Medical iImaging
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Clinical

Pastoral Education, Heaith
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Contact
Maryanne Greenwalsh, Bob Tucker, Pat Duff, or Jack Dross today
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Angel dances to the song “Today for You, Tomorrow for Me.” Both the play and movie did a good job of revolving around one central topic of “no day but today.” This
was a strong theme for the film because it discussed AIDS and poverty in the United States and hit the audience hard.

‘Rent’ reflects Broadway show

BY MOLLY MULLEN

“Rent” not only won the Tony award when it first hit
Broadway in 1996, but also a Pulitzer Prize for musicals.
Now an Oscar might be on its way after this hit rock-

opera turned into a blockbuster.

N*SYNC and Scary Spice.

When the screen opened up it gave one the same feeling

Since the crearor and director of the
first show, Jonnathan Larson, died before
opening nighe, the film director did a great
job of keeping most of the show and its
characters intact.

He also kepr the original cast with
Anthony Rapp playing Mark Coen and
Adam Pascal playing Roger.

They could have easily picked other actors who have
played these roles on Broadway since 1996, like Joey Fatone of

MOVIE REVIEW

‘ZATHURA’
Starring: Jonah Bobo

BY MOLLY MULLEN

When walking into a movie theater to see
the new children’s movie, “Zathura” one might
expect to see a replica for “Jumanji”

For the most part they would be right.
Two brothers got bored one afternoon when
they discovered a game their dad used to play.
They give it a whirl and the game came to life.

If one played Jumanji simultaneously
next to"“Zathura” the result would be as creepy
as playing Pink Floyd's“The Wall” next to“The
Wizard of Oz."

When Dax from the MTV show"Punkd”
showed up in an astronaut’s costume, one half
expected Robin Williams to be inside the
helmet.

Not to say the audience should have no
imagination with this movie, but there were
ridiculous inaccuracies.

One scene was devoted to showing they
were in a zero gravity atmosphere. The older
brother stood on the front porch of his house
and spit into the vast oblivion. The spit wad

MOVIE REVIEW

Ee
‘RENT’
Starring: Anthony Rapp

“Rent.”

It ended with everyone from two apartment buildings

everything was illuminated.

as when the curtain rose, hearing the first chords to“Seasons of
Love,” which shared the message of the whole movie “Measure
life in love,” and “no day but today.” .

Although there was some confusing
camera work, the audience just had ro
remember they were at an artsy, Bohemian
movie and not to expect the norm.

One of the pluses of having a real set
as opposed to a stage was the first scene

when Mark and Roger sang the song

throwing trash cans of burning paper into the streer so

Unfortunately, the movie lost out to one of the best songs,

“Contact,” when every couple was having sex ar once and
describing it with hot, graphic words. Everyone on stage would
be dancing erotically.to. themusic.

That's not to say that there werent sexy scenes. Mimi
played the stripper and did a great job at i, too.

Her dances, part punk rock, part strip club mimicked the
stage show almost exactly.

Both versions did a great job of shedding light on real life
problems from poverty to AIDS.

Ir showed support groups, and the fear each person has,
“because reason says I should have died three years ago.”

Whether or not the stage version was better, the overall

message of “Rent” was a good one.

The movie did a good job of porrraying the feeling that

each character had his own problems and identity.

Disney themes, adult humor create bad plot

PHOTO COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES

Walter (Josh Hutcherson) and his brother Danny (Jonah Bobo) are stuck in space after playing a board game that comes to
life. This plot was strangely similar in some ways to a 1995 movie “Jamanji.”

simply floated away to show that audience
there was literally nothing out there.

Why didn't they float away off the
porch, then, if the writers wanted so much for
everyone to think there was no gravity? And
why could the brothers breathe if the space
astronaut had to wear a helmet?

What
underlying tones of adult humor.

was more strange was the

The big twist in the movie involved Dax
being an older version of one of the boys. This
was weird because the annoying older sister
had a crush on Dax, so there was some level of
incest in this Disney flick.

That was probably what made the movie
funniest to a teen audience, bur ro you ng kids
it was just disrurbing.

This plot was more complex than

“Jumanji,” as far as one can remember. It went
past the children’s issues with divorce and into
people wishing their siblings were never born.

One cool part of the film was the space
aliens. Instead of stampeding rhinoceri, there
were meat eating, lizard-like space creatures
firing missiles at the house.

This was a sad attempt of a Disney
remake or recreation.

Film uses satire, noir to create new style of action-comedy

BY BOB AL-GREENE

As thrilling and suspenseful as they
sometimes are, and as original as they may
sometimes be, films in the genre of detective
thriller tend to wind up clichéd and reperitive.

“Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang” managed to escape
thar fate, succeeding where others have tried
and failed, and relieved audiences from the
drudgery of seeing a movie they swear they've
seen before.

The film did this by breaking many of the
established rules while still staying true to a

/Y

framework of events executed with tongue-in-
cheek quality and nacuralistic acting,

Robert played Harry
Lockhart, a small-time New York thief caught
in a blatant, supetficial and violent world called
Hollywood. Escaping from a botched robbery,
Lockhart stumbled into auditions for a
detective movie. Before he knew it, he was in a
Los Angeles full of muted-tone blue city streets,
shady alleys and shadier criminals, attending
party after party, mixing with the locals, and
accompanying a real privare investigator to

Downey Jr.

learn the trade. Soon he became interrwined

with the case, with the introduction of an
old love interest, her suicidal sister and a rich
celebrity’s daughrer.

Lockhart was the hero and the narrator of
the film, but instead of the gruff, cool manner
usually employed for narration in detective
films, Downey pulled off a neurotic manner
of voice-over that immediately set “Kiss Kiss,
Bang Bang” apart from other films in the
genre.

His monologues were so spontaneous,
unexpected and humorously unorganized, it's
easy to imagine much of it was improvisation.

He addressed the audience directly instead of
passively, and occasionally tampered with the
film or characters in it as it happened. His
conversational narration contrasted with his
wide-eyed inepritude during the actual events
on screen.

Val Kilmer played the private eye
Lockhart was shadowing, Gay Perry.

The character was the complete opposite
of Lockhart; slick, and

competent, while ar the same rime, effeminare.

commanding,

Kilmer’s Perry did at times seem very lofty and

jaded, however.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CcE
Joaquin Phoenix plays Johnny Cash in
about the Cash’s early career, focusing on w
met his second wife, played by Reese Wither

Movie offers
look at life o
Man in Blac

BY CLAY LOMNETH

Johnny Cash is the latest dead musician to have: 8
made abour his early life.“Walk the Line” may
like a rip-off of “Ray’, the story of Ray Charles, [t i: 48
up on its own as tough as the Man in Black woul
swung around his back.

The similarities to “Ray” are still almost uncax
a child, both lost a brother, whose death followel
around the rest of their lives.

Both also felt responsible for the deaths, and borf8
drugs as a way to forget.

In his early adult life, Cash, played by Joaqu:i I8
worked as a door-to-door salesman. Even in tlios o

Ll

the audience could

MOVIE REVIE U6
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see his yearning to
make music. He
was distracted by

His first wife
in chis
played by Sandra Ellis, didn't seem ro come acro .« ver )
as the unsupportive, stressed-out wife. She was

anything ~ music , ”
oriented. WILK THE I”"‘ :
Starring: Joaquin Pheony

movie,

in the beginning, complaining about his time .
home.

Evcnrua.lly.', her steam ran out. Could the direcrr
realized this?

She disappeared from the rest of the movie
Cash’s second major tour, leaving her like an unli
thought,

Cash’s shows away from home showed hi: dni
beginning.

He started to rake pills because “Elvis rakes:
Appearances by Elvis and Jerry Lee Lewis characters
the movie well worth watching for nostalgia purposes

There was a wave of laughter when the audienz
got a glimpse of Elvis, peering down at June Carter §
Witherspoon) from the shadows of backstage.

His first tour was when Cash fell in love with C
His wife and kids at home are completely forgorten
when Carter at first rejects him, she too is left tor ¢
groupies. It was surprising how fast Cash fell in lov
Carter, but completely convincing.

The close-ups during live shows improved as the
went on. They were sweaty and intense and usudly
fueled. Phoenix played the role of a man with an ad&
very well. The shaking hands and tantrums when he @
find his pills, and the lying to his friends abour whet
not he was still using were well done. '

Cash’s pursuit of Carter’s hand in marriage ¥
central part of the whole movie.

Though in the beginning, the movie srarts out3
Cash more than anything. After Carter came in @
picture, the focus veered toward her and stayed tht
His life of performance began to revolve around het
wanting to tour if she was around.

The highlight of the movie was placed ar tht
with a proposal by Cash on stage. The relief on tht
of Phoenix’s face summed up everything grear abo¥
movie. He looked as though an incredible weight had
taken off his back, and he could now breath again.

That facial expression alone was one thar f
Phoenix was the one for the job.

He should be watched in the future. With po
roles like that, Phoenix should be seen walking aws
the Oscars with at least a2 nomination within the ne*
}'Cﬂ.rs.

Phoenix easily becomes Cash himself. Not onlf
he have a strange resemblance to Cash, but he sou n."»‘.
Cash, too. Phoenix almost looked like he could be'

_ years from now, with wrinkled skin and that misch!

half-smile.

Witherspoon also shined in this way in the mov
was almost a perfect representation of her characret
down to the last detail.

“Walk the Line” isn't just a movie for hardcore®
fans. Some may be disappointed by it because the
didn't play an entire song. But if chey are true fans, thef
appreciate both the early life of Johnny Cash, and the

music that were played.

I
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ormer athletic director helps commemorate wins

ed athletic director Paul Pennington cleans off a trophy he plans on displaying in the new gym lobby. He
to help with the project because he worked here so long and helped win many of the awards.

In my opinion, The University of Nebraska

PHOTO BY TANIKA COOPER/REGISTER
said principal Jerry Bexten invited him

not have two national McMenamin due

Coach Petito had an advantage over coach

BY ZACH PLUHACEK

Nearly 150 plaques and trophies
were placed carefully on tables in the
hallway.

Some of them dated back over 50
years. Many were missing letters and
gold figurines had been snapped clean
off others, lying coated in dust in the
basement.

Former

Paul

Penningron was pulling them out, one-

athletic  director
by-one.

They had been kept in the South
storage room, the holding place for
trophies that are unable to fir in the
numerous cases lining the courtyard and
hallways.

Pennington was preparing the
trophies for their next big potential
move, to the eight new display cases in
the gym lobby.

“When you've been around as
long as Central has...(there are) a lot
of trophies with no place to go,” he said.
“What we're gonna have todois prioritize.
The biggest thing is getting those that are
State championship trophies fixed.

Some had suffered damage from
humidity and dust, especially the older
ones that were previously stored in the
East fan room before being moved.

Pennington estimated Central has
somewhere over 450 awards in storage
or being displayed in the halls. These
include awards in academics and other
school funcrions.

Unfortunately, very few of the
athletic trophies are from the past
decade. In recent years, Central has had
individual awards in sports like cross
country and wrestling, but no team has
won a State trophy since soccer in 1992.

“I'm on one of them,” Pennington

to the fact that most of Petito’s

said, pulling out a 1975 State basketball
trophy.

It was in relatively good shape,
missing only a few of its gold-colored
lecters. His name was still engraved on it
as the assistant coach.

He squeezed the trophy back into
its box, and motioned to a large wooden
plaque just to its right. It read: “Paul
Penningron Coach of the Year Award.”

The award was made last year,
Pennington’s fnal year as athleric
director, in dedication to over three
decades of service to Central.

When presented, the first name will
be placed on the plaque at the end of the
school year.

“We have to ger a committee
together to come up with the actual
guidelines,” Vicki Wiles said.

Wiles, one of the teachers who
organized the award, said she would like
the nominations and the presentation to
be an inclusive thing, involving more than
just a select few. Most likely, the award
would go ro a coach who achieved great
things in the year, but will not necessarily
be win-based.

“I've always thought of myself as
somebody who rtries to support the
coaches all the time,’ Penningron said.

He felt it was an honor to have
something awarded in his name that was
long-lasting.

Any other gift for his leaving, he
said, wouldn't be as special.

That plaque, along with the State
championships and runner-up trophies
are to be placed in and around the gym
lobby later this winter, preferably before
the first “real” home basketball game.

For now, most of the awards are
being sent away to Center Trophy for
repair.

Joach Mac will retire at end of school year, leaving huge void

senior transform him to be one of the most feared
players in the state.

gn i Sun., Nov. 6, I found out the head varsity ~ football, but he knows how to find great student
rach was going to retire at the end of this  athletes. of Lincoln would
il You cannot say Ahman Green is not one
might know him as coach Mac. of the most successful
hoa it going to cry over the subject, but he  halfbacks to come our of
ool coervea lot of credit. Central.
McMenamin may not have thar many Coach McMenamin
B humpionships under his belt, but he has  was also one of the assistant

. AT AV B Y,
V res'Whohave had sudcessfil careers in football

¢ college and the professional levels.
When I think of Central football,

i Green always comes to mind. After that

ever

nix

¢ the Grixby brothers.
lien separare athletes like senior D] Jones,
fon Williams and David Horne.

\

Ty : : . =
vin it does this say about him? Some people
:

g may not be able to coach high school

championships without McMenamin's help, due
to the fact of the Central

b players who were on the
team including star running
| back Green.
At that  time coach
P McMenamin 1 .
¥ assistant coach at Central.
In my opinion, he
is probably one of the

AT 3
coaches on the 1984 team was  an

and we all know what - e
OFF THE WALL

A Column by Todd Healy

happened that season,

In case you forgor, I
would be happy to remind
you. 1984 was the last year

best coaches to coach in
Nebraska.

Some people may say the greats are coach

Central or any Omaha Public School won the
Petito at Millard North or coach Joworski from
Creighron Prep.

high school State championship. It was a vicrory
over Omaha Burke 34-14.

freshmen kids had football experience and half of
McMenamin's didn't.

Coach Joworski is allowed to go out and
recruit players where it is against OPS policy for
McMenamin to do so.

Now think about if coach McMenamin did
not retire this year and per}‘laps maybe not even in
the next 10 or 15 years.

He probably would be able to capture one
or two State championships due to the fact that
starting next year OPS is allowing middle school’s
to have tackle football.

He also has a new stadium to work with.

I would say he could take a freshmen, no-
ralent football player and by the time he was a

Future players who are coming up which
could one day be playing on College Gameday
are Ronnell Grixby, Harland Gunn and Chris
Grifhin.

You probably could see Griffin playing
quarterback at Iowa State or Missouri, Grixby
playing corner at Nebraska and Gunn playing
offensive line for the Hawkeyes.

The fact is he knows how to turn nothing into
something. For that I give Coach McMenamin
not only two thumbs up, but he is a hall of fame
coach in my book.

I just wanted to say thank you coach
McMenamin. Enjoy your retirement. I-Back High
will not be the same without you.

dut Yourself
to the Test!

~It’s the only way to
know for sure if you're
‘the one with an STD.

comes first,
L]

Did you know
that Clamydia and
Gonorrhea rates in

Douglas County are
at least two times
higher than the
national rates?

Call the STD Hotline :
at 1-800-782-2437 for £
local clinic information. '

Or visit: STDOmaha.com.

- Make

Big on small.
At UNK you're a name,
not a number, in exciting

* classrooms where teaching

About opportunities.

More than 170 academic programs
and a challenging Honors Program
provide big-time opportunities for

Your future success.

~ Fun.

Enjoy nationally- ranked NCA
athletics, a thriving arts culture,
year-round intramurals, active
Greek organizations, and more
than160 student-run groups.

Nebisda
Kearney

- www.aunk.edu @ B800-KEARNEY

Come 1o UNK.
memnmories.

A home-away-

- - f rom-home. Kearney is an
exciting city where you find
internships and employment,
make a difference, and have fun
outside of class.

An exceptional

wvalue. we offer you » high-
quality education at less than half
the price of the average Nebraska |
private college.
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Football coach Joe McMenamin has been coaching for 32 years at Central and is retiring from coaching and teaching weight training after this year. McMenamin said he
does not know what he’ll end up doing afterwards. “I'm not sure yet,” he said. “Fll be doing something.”

Goach retiring after 32 years

BY CLAY LOMNETH

One of the biggest highlights over the last 32 years was
1984, when Central beat Burke in the State playoffs in football.
The man who was behind thar win, the only one in OPS since
then, is retiring at the end of the year.

Football coach Joe McMenamin qualifies for the 85 rule,

or early incentive retirement. When a teacher reaches the age ot

55 and his experience with the school district adds together to
make 85, then he can rerire.

“Just about everyone in OPS when they hit 55 they retire
from the school system,” McMenamin said.

McMenamin's experience plus age equals 87 years, bur he
was not old enough to retire rwo years ago. McMenamin said
he thought the football team had a successtul season this year.
Seven of the 10 teams it played were ranked in the top 10, he
said.

“You can't really judge our season by wins and losses,
necessarily,” he said.

McMenamin said the hardest part abour retiring would be

leaving the players. He said this year he had a fairly young ream,
and he would miss players.

“I'll for sure follow the guys and give them support,” he
said.

McMenamin  started coaching ar Central in 1978,
McMenamin said he liked it because of its history and
repuration for academics.The football program at Central was
weak and it was known more for basketball, McMenamin said.

“lI was a licle bir nervous,” he said. “Maybe more
anriciparing how we're going to do.”

From 1978 until 1984, McMenamin said each year the
football team gor betrer. He said it qualified for state nearly
every one of those years. But, in 1984, McMenamin said things
fell together well for Eagles, and they had a group of talented
players. McMenamin said there wasn't any additional pressure
to win more State championships after thar game. He said
expectations at Cencral were to just put forward a good foortball
ream and improve, no matter what happened previously.

McMenamin said he didn't know what hedd end up doing

after the year was over.

Sophomore Ronnell Grixby has played football for two
years and said he has gotten to know McMenamin. He said
with the players the Eagles will have next year, they will have
a fairly strong team, bur the new coach could take some time
to get used to.

Grixby said McMenamin was a good coach to work with.

“He really cares abour his players,” he said. “He's a good
person to know.”

Grixby said McMenamin has helped him improve his
football game by giving him a more positive atritude about
r|11'ngs.

“He's made a leader out of me,” Grixby said."He makes a
leader out of everybody.”

Athletic Director Darin Williams said they have no
replacement for McMenamin yer, but the job will be open ro
people in January.

Williams said the biggest difference next year would be for
the students, because McMenamin meant so much to them.

Boys season starts with win against Wildcats

PHOTO BY CLAY LOMNETH/REGISTER

Sophomore Ronnell Grixby lays up the ball, pushing over Millard West's Ross
Brenneman. The Eagles won the first game of the season, 77-68.

BY CLAY LOMNETH

As the crowd filed in, there were whispers
abour a One City One School reference.

It was the first boys basketball game of the
season, and the Eagles ended up with a close win,
77-68. They never trailed in the game, but had a
few scares when Millard began to hight back near
the end.

Central had a strong start, with five easy
points within the first two minutes. Three
pointers were very common but few were good.
Sophomore Ronnell Grixby was the first to
show promise in the game with a few drives to
the middle and a jump shor that lefc Millard in
the dusr.

Halfway through the period, Central was
already up 20-7, Millard West senior Kyle Junge
was the one who kept Millard alive in thar Ist
period. Almost an exact opposite of Grixby,
Junge had the height to drive it through the
lane.

Coming into the 2nd, the score was 24-16.

The number of fouls went up during this
period.

Junior Ben Kline got some more time with
his hands on the ball and did what he does best,
shooting three pointers.

Also, senior Bryant Cotton saw the foul line
a few times. He seemed to be one of the best at
the line and he knew how to draw the foul when
he wenr past the defense.

Fouls called against Central also starred to
rack up. Even if players missed some of them,
those extra points would put them into Central’s
scoring range.

Both teams easily gained 10 plus fouls, and
the players started making more shots at the line.
At the end of the 2nd, Millard could see hope,
the score was 40-35, Central in the lead.

There was controversy with some of the
Central students during the game.

Senior Ben Zimmer and others wore T-
shirts that said “If this were One City, One
School District [ would have goteen in for free.”

JNAYA Yoo

He said he was rold to turn his shirt inside out
by administrarion.

He said over 50 shirts were made, but only
eight students wore them.

The game started off again with an almost
immediate breakaway by sophomore Josh Jones.
Kline seemed to step it up in this half, attempting
and making more two and three pointers. Millard
was almost left behind by this, bur its offense
managed to keep putting it in the hoop.

The gap between the score narrowed. Fouls
were not as bad as in the first half, bur they were
still a major source of points for both teams.
Kline even ended up with an offensive foul,
which drew boos from the Eagle fans.

Coming back from a nervous break for
both teams, the 4th period again saw a steep rise
in fouls, especially toward the end.

Kline and Grixby again got their chance to
shine during this period, both with their long-
disrance jump shots that made them key players
in the game. Grixby even began dribbling up
the lane for shots and getting rewarded with a
chance ar a free throw.

In the final few minutes of the game, the
fouls almost got obscene.

Chants were traded back and forth berween
the student sections, which were right next to
each other.

“Let’s play football,” came from the Millard
West side.

“Drive home safely responded Central’s
fans.jingling their car keys with 30 seconds left
on the clock as Kline stepped up to the line to
shoor for rwo.

Another chant from the Central student
section was quickly brought to standstill from
Central administration. With 23 seconds left in
the game, an "OPS” chanr started up.

The final foul of the game happened with
9 seconds left, and Jones put in one shor for the
team. The game was over, 77-68.

Head coach Eric Behrens said the offense
played well in the game, but the defense needed
some work.

——
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Junior Jasmine Johnson shoots a basket |

S|

Millard Wests senior Jenn Yee. The Eagles iosijl -

game after a close 1st period.

Lady Eagles

fail to keep

up from sta

BY CLAY LOMNETH

The first Eagles girls basketball game of ;
ended in a 72-40 loss against Millard Wesr.
period, both teams stayed within three points of
but Millard rook over in the 2nd.

Junior Jasmine Johnson and senior Bria
were especially strong during the 1st half. Fouls
against both reams fairly quickly, and Tapley i
throw line quite a few times.

The majority of the shots were attemyp:
pointers, with only a few making it.

The mild 1st period ended at 17-14, Millu:
the lead, and Central’s problems began ro starr.

Coming right into the 2nd there was an obvio
in Millard West's defense.

It began to stick to Johnson and junior Rach.
more. Central’s offense puc up a hght and it becan:
for control of the ball. Steals were common and
fouls got worse on both teams.

By the 6:00 mark, Central was down 23-15

In most of the second period, the Eagles secii
worn out already. Tapley and Dryver still stood v

period and the three pointers lessened. They inste.
up the middle more often and frequently ended up
free throws.

Still, Millard West defense continued to hanee

Eagles. Players stole the ball and drove it down the

the end of the half, Millard West almost doubled !

41-23.

After the halfrime break, both teams came b

period that resembled the 1st.

The teams were equally matched after raking .

and began to go ar ir again for control of the ball.

More and more often two girls would end up ¢

the ball at the same time, only to have one yank it ou

other’s arms with enough force to knock her down.

More three-point attempts came from Central.

were made.

Both offenses were very closely matched.

As the 3rd period continued, the gap conor

widen.

The 3rd period itself almost seemed to be split 11
halves, the half where the Eagles held on, and the bt

they were devastated by Millard West's defense.

The 3rd period ended with 52-28, Eagles behins
‘The 4¢h period started and Tapley was ar the 10

again within two minures. Dryver and Johnson st

up especially in this period, but it seemed too late.

The girls started to score again, bur Millard e

too far ahead.

N - - ey e W W

-

The crowd cheered the loudest during this i
]

because there were signs of hope for a close score.

Millard’s scoring slowed for a bir, allowing the &

to get a chance to step it up.

But like the 3rd period, the Eagles seemed exii |

Millard defense took the ball and got it down the

more often.

Head Millard West coach Kip Colony said he exi®

agood game because he knew Central was an achleric »

He said it was a good starting game to get his ream 1o

the season by playing a ream like Cencral.

Colony said the change after the lst periov

ateributed to his team’s change in defense.




