
National Pacemaker 

Award Winner 

PHONE: (402)557-3357 

FAX: (402)557-3339 

124 No. 21)th Street 

Omaha, NE 68106 

[ -MAIL: rcgistcr@ops.org 

Cornhusker Award 

Winner 

MONDAY 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2000 

VOLUME 114, 

ISSUE 1 

Oldest High School Newspaper West 0 ISSlssippi, Established 1886 

• First in a three part stries dealing with capital punishmmt in Ntbraska 

ebraska · WOlllan feels 

ffects ofdea~h penalty 
)' Matt Wynn 

"All I knew was that the state 

I'as ki lling one of it's own citizens," 

tarylyn Felion, Chairwoman ofNe-

1raskans for Peace, said of her first 

. I~il at an execution. "And that was 

l!l:h u devastating experience that I 

1ade up my mind I was never going 

() gel to know a death row inmate." 

Felion's promise to herself did 

II I last long. 

In 1995, another execution was 

'l'heduled. 

A man, Robert Edward Williams, 

I'as sentenced to die on the Nebraska 

: k:c lr ic chair for the rape and mur­

er of two Omaha women. 

Felion said that she was in pain 

he entire day that the execution was 

upposed to happen. She. couldn't at­

end the execution because it was 

cheduled to take place while she was 

II 1I'0rk, but she still felt very strongly 

hout the event. 

After work that day, Felion 

ailed a friend, who told her that the 

\ecution had been called off. 
"I ';,ras so happy thai' when I got 

ome I wrote a little note to this per­

on just to say how happy I was," 

~ e lio n said. 

B'efore lo ng, Williams wrote 

ac k. 

For two years Williams and 

-dian kept in touch by mail. Felion 

ai d that at this time she still had no 

mention of ever going to the Lincoln 

'ra te Penitentiary to meet him. 

Then, in Sept. of 1997, Felion 

read in the paper that the Nebraska 

Supreme Court had turned down Wil­

Iiams' request for a retrial. 

To Felion, that was the last straw. 

She said she couldn't allow him 

to go to his death alone. after corre­

sponding with him for so long. 

She asked Williams if she could 

visit him. 

He agreed, and on Oct 30, 1997 

Felion and Williams met for the first 

time. 

"One of the very first things that 

Robert said to me when I got in there 

was ~e wanted me to understand that 

drugs and alcohol were not respon­

sible for the terrible crimes that he had 

committed," Felion said. "He was re­

sponsible. The 'drugs and the alcohol 

had opened the door and all the rage 

and hatred that was inside of him 

came pouring out." 

For the entire month of Novem­

ber, Felion went to the Penitentiary 

three or four times a week. 

Unfortunately. she could only be 

there during regular visiting hours. 

which severely limited the time they 
could spend togethe t " _. - ~ .-

Neither of them wanted that. So 

Williams suggested that Felion be­

come his minister. 

"This surprised me," Felion said, 

"I had no idea how I was going to go 

in as a minister. I'm not a minister or 

a nun." 

So Felion went to the Sisters of 

Mercy to see if there was any way she 

could be ordained as a minister to 
Turn to DEATH, page 6 

erit pay results inconclusive 

By Sarah Peterson 

In August of 1999, the Denver 

ublic Sc hools (DPS) and Denver 

lassroom Teachers Association 

CT A) reached an agreement to pi­

t a Pay for Performance Program 

Jt would base teacher's salaries, on 

e academic achievements of the stu­

nts they teach. a member of the 

'sign team for the program said. 

Betty Wissink said that after one 

ar of the pilot, results are still in­

lI1c lusive. 

"It is still too early to tell the 

pac t on student achievement." 

i,sink said. 

In the pilot. 342 teachers in 12 

ementary schools collaborated with 

eir principals to develop two objec­

yes based on academic achievement. 

eachers were paid $500 for each ob­

cti ve met, and an extra $500 for par­

L; ipating. 

At the end of the year. 87.1 per­

. nt of the teachers had met both ob­

ctives, Wissink said. Only 9.6 per­

nt had reached one objective, and 

,2 percent met neither of their ob-

jectives. Success varied by school. 

"Most teachers were pleased 

with the extra money." Wissink said. 

During the pilot, teachers remain 

on a regular salary and the extra 

money received from meeting objec­

tives is a bonus. The pilot will now 

continue until 2003. Wissink said. At 

that time. teachers will vote whether 

to continue and with what changes if 

continued. While originally 85 per­

cent would have had to vote. it was 

decided in March that only 66 per­

cent have to approve the plan. 

If voted to continue, teal;hers 

would be taken off of the regular sal­

ary and would have to meet objectives 

in order to increase their salary, 

Wissink said. 
OPS Superintendent John 

Mackiel said that he believes that 

merit pay is a misguided effort that 

will not be effective. 

"Merit pay works exceedingly 

well in industrial settings where pro­

ductivity can be measured," Mackiel 

said. "How can we measure a 

teacher's productivity?" 

Turn to MERIT PAY page 3 

By Michael Gerhardt 

Supporters of the slain George 

Bibins rallied outside the Douglas 

County courthouse Sept. 6 to protest 

the grandjury 's decision notto press 

manslaughter and other charges 

against Omaha police officer Jerad 

Kruse. 

On July 19. Omaha Police 

Officer Jerad Kruse shot and killed 

George Bibins after a high-speed car 

chase. Bibins was driving a stolen 

Jeep Cherokee and had crashed'into 

. ~ t~iephone pole. Kr~se shot the 

unarmed Bibins while he was still 

in the dri ver's seat. 

The rally was in response to the 

Sept. 1 ruling by the Nebraska grand 

jury. The demonstrators first 

gathered at 24 street and Aimes. the 

site of the shooting and later moved 

to the courthouse. 

Once at the courthouse, the 

demonstrators met up with other 

demonstrators. The demonstrators 

stood along the steps of the 

courthouse green, holdi ng up 

newspapers displaying headlines of 

different racist acts from around the 

world. After the television stations 

conducted a short television 

interview with Bibins' family, the 

group left to go their separate ways. 

Demonstrator Rocky Davis 

said the main purpose of the rally 

was to seek justice for Bibin's death. 

No police representative was 

present at the demonstration . 

Omaha Police department sgt. Dan 

Cisar said this was because the 

police wanted to avoid taking a side. 

He also said there was no reason for 

the police to be there. The group had 

no need for police presence. Cisar 

said. 

Many demonstrators were 

quick to make their opinions known. 

"This situation deals with a bad 

Demonstrators 

rally against 

Bibins' ruling 

atrocity. In this day in time. it leads a suffering 

among our people that should not live another 

second of disrespect that the Omaha Police 

Department and several other agencies have left 

harboring," demonstrator Anthony lamal­

Shadid said. 

Jamal-Shadid said he believed Kruse 

should be held responsi ble for the shooting, just 

as anyone who commits acts of violence against 

someone should. 

Central Social studies teacher Rod Muller 

agreed. 

"The law is going to have to be 

applied both ways ·to prev,ent 

something like this froni 

happening again .... If a 

citizen is proven to have ' 

killed someone and it was 

proven that the killing 

was not provoked . 

that citizen should be 

punished by some type of jail 

sentence. This should apply 

both ways," Mullen said. 

Davis said the issue 

had left black or white 

and moved on to a 

community issue. Davis 

Right: Demonstrator Rocky 
Davis holds a sign at a rally for 
the slain George Bibins outside 

Douglas Country courthouse. 

Abov~: Rochelle Gordon 
protests racism on the police 
force. 
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ational school population reaches record levels 

Nebraska school 

population grows 

18.4 percent, 

nation reaches 53 
million 

By Sarah' Peterson 

Students are surging into the 

nation'S schools in record numbers. 

according report from the National 

Center for Education Statistics 

(NCES). 

The total public and private 

school enrollment for this year is ex­

pected to be at a record 53 million. 

and this trend of record enrollments 

is expected to continue. Public high 

school enrollments are expected to 
r 

increase almost another nine percent 

by 2009_ 
Baby boomers (born between , 

approximately 1948 and 1966) are 

sending their generation of children­

-the baby boom echo (which started 

around 1977)--to school. the earlier 

part of which are now entering high 

school. The surge in births after 

World War II p~aked in 1957 at 4.3 

million births. The echo generation 

reached a record 4.1 million births in 

1990. However, unlike the post-baby 

boom e~a, the number of births in the 

post-echo generation is expected to 

remain stable at around 4 million 

births a year for about the next de­

cade. 

The greatest percentage in­

creases in school enrollment have 

occured in Nevada, Arizona. Florida, 

. North Carolina. Illinois. and Califor-

nia. 
< 

Tom Snyder. director of annual 

reports at the National Department of 

Education. said that between 1990 

and 2000. Nebraska had an 18.4 per­

cent growth in high schools. 

"This was one of the higher 

states in the midwest," Snyder said. 

The national average of high 

school growth was just slightly higher 

than Nebraska a~ 19.1 percent, Snyder 

said. 

Between 2000 and 2010, Ne­

braska is projected to have a decrease 

of 4 percent of high school students, 

Snyder said. Nationally. high schools 

are projected to have a 4 percent in-

crease. 

"This is a significant statistical 

difference." Snyder said. 

Ni ne of the 12 mid western states 
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Chicago school district 

backs religious book covers 
By Sarah Peterson 

"Do nOI sleal. Do nOI tell lies 

about others. Do not want anything 

that belongs to someone else." 

Th ese s tatements ma y see m 

harmless. but they are causing con­

tro ve rsy in th e C hic ago Public 

Schools. 

Operation 10 Commandm en ts 

has placed a modern version of the 

10 C.)mmandments along with other 

inspirational quotes on book covers 

that are being di s tributed to area 

youth . Debra Hall. Special Events 

Coordinator and Public Relati ons 

Director for the operation. said. 

The operation is run by the Total 

Livin g Network (TLN) in hopes that 

the inspiration from these sayings wi ll 

have a dramatic impact on the lives 

of today 's youth . Hall said. 

"These are a daily reminder to 

help the spirituality of the you th ." 

Hall said. 

Steve Benen. a spokesperson for 

Americans United for Separation of 

Church and State--a non-parti san edu­

cational orga ni zati on that slri ves to 

preserve reli giolls freedom, said that 

as long as it is the i ndi vidual's choice 

t9 lise the boo k covers, it is legal. 

Benen said that it became so me­

what controversial when the head of 

the Chicago Public Schools endorsed 

the book covers. 

" It was a little troubling when a 

person in charge endorsed the cov­

ers," Benen said. " It would have been 

better if the superintendent had re­

mained neutral." 

Gerry K. Rowe. President and 

CEO of TLN. developed the idea and 

discussed it with the head of the Chi-

cago Public Schoo ls, Paul Vallas . 

Hall said that Vallas was in sup­

port of the book covers as long as the 

decision to put the covers on is made 

by the student. The covers can not 

be passed out on school ground. 

"We want people to make this 

personal choice for themselves." Hall 

said . 
Operation 10 Commandments is 

not the first to put out such book cov­

ers. but are foll owing what others 

have already done-and quite success­

fully at that , Hall said. The network 

has already distributed 100,000 cov­

ers. and plans to print another 75,000. 

Hall said that orders for the cov­

ers have come in from almost all of 

the states. 

"We've received wonderful sup­

port and great response," Hall said. 

The network does not yet know 

about the future of the operation, Hall 

said. If the response is positive, they 

might continue. As of now, the op­

eration wi II end the last day of Sep­

tember. However, if financial support 

continues the operation might con­

tinue. 

Dr. Gary Thompson said that dis­

trict policy in OPS would not permit 

any form of advertising to be distrib­

uted within the school. However. the 

school has no legal control of the side­

walks surrounding the school. 

Senior Mitch Rafterty was indif­

ferent to the operation. 

"As long as it's the student's 

choice to put the covers on, it's a fine 

idea," Rafterty said. 

He said that he could wear a shirt 

to school that displayed the 10 Com­

mandments, but he has chosen not to 

do that. 
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ARTS ON THE 
GREEN: (LEFl) 

Alexus Harrison, 
seven, (Below 
right) Nia Jones, 
seven, and (Below, 
left) Jordyn 
Harrison, four, 
displays her talent 
on the driveway of 

Joslyn Art Muse­
ums parking lot 
next to Central 
High School. 
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Local elementary schools relocated to abandoned facto T 

Uy Ally Freeman 

Some Omaha Pub lic Sc hoo l 

'(OPS) students are spendin g thi s 

school year in an old cerea l factory, 

patientl y awaiting the reconstruction 

of their bu ildings. 

Me li ssa Orlando, prin cipal of 

Roseh i II elementary school said that 

she was told last fall that Rosehill had 

become one of the top eight schools 

to be renovated first in OPS. 

Orlando said that after interview­

ing architects, they determined that 

Rosehill would have to be completely 

demoli shed and would need to relo­

cate during the construction process. 

Senior Sarah Cleveland said she 

attended Rose hill in elementary 

school. Cleveland remembered the 

ex isting building being very old and 

in need of repairs . 

"]t was a good school, it just hap­

pened to have bad facilities," Cleve­

land said. 

She said she is excited to learn 

that her elementary school is being 

reconstructed. 

It was not until last spring that 

Orlando was notified that the district 

would be purchas ing the old U .S. 

Mills factory and turning it into a 

school. She also learned they would 

be sharing the school with Miller Park 

eleme ntary. 

Orlando said she was initially 

hesitant about moving their school 

into a warehouse and sharing the 

space with another elementary. 

") wanted it to be a school envi­

ronment," Orlando said. 

Now Orlando can say nothing 

bad about the move. 

"It is wonderful, you could never 

believe it was a warehouse at one 

time; it looks like a school and runs 

like a school ," she said. 

Orlando is also upbeat about 

sharing the building with Miller Park . 

She said that they have been able to 

better utilize and combine the two 

schoo ls resources. 

The students were also pleasantl y 

surpri sed with the converted ware­

house. Orlando sa id. 

Parents did have some early con-

cerns including transportation. Or­

lando said that this was the first time 

Roseh i II had to use transportation, and 

parents were worried about the bus 

, rides to school. But Orlando said the 

. kids are content. 

"Kids love riding the bus/' she 

said . 

In order to adapt to the tninspor­

tation needs, the two schools were 

forced to stagger the school times to 

accommodate busing. 

Orlando sa id that Rosehill starts 

a fter Miller Park and remains in 

school until 4:05 p.m. 

She said that they will occupy 

warehouse for two years while 

existing school building is being u'Ilse:an;t 

,molisbed and \eyele,d with 

tioll beginning or t)1~ . new fa,ci'itX. 

ter October. 

Luanne Nelson. Omaha sch 

district spokeswoman, said that J 

Smith, Ass!. Superintendent of 

ness services, searched for a buildi " •• ,rr,nn' 

to hold students during the rernoejel .hAt·tAr 

ing and renovation process OPS 

going through . 

Rising beef prices threaten shortage for OP 
By Ally Freeman 

Where 's the beef? 

Starting in November, sc hoo l lunches 

could be lacking ground bee f from all menus, 

the Director of Nutriti o n Services in the 

Omaha Public Schools said. 

Tammy Yarmon said the main reason for 

the shortage is the United States Department 

·of Agr iculture (US DA) has instituted new 

guidelines on meat processors . However, she 

said there was not enough time to make the 

changes and the plants had already produced 

much of the meat. 

Yarmon sa id OPS has eno.ugh beef in 

storage to last through October. 

"After October, we will have to look to 

see when the next beef shipment is coming," 

she said. 

If they learn they will not be receiving 

any beef from the USDA, OPS will look at 

purchasing beef locally or adjusting lunch 

menus. 

Yarmon sa id much ground beef is not 

used during the summer months, but during 

the rest of the year elementary and secondary 

school lunches contain beef at least once a 

week. 

Senior Jennifer Stober said she would 

definite ly notice changes in the lunch menu. 

. Stober said she eats sc hool lunch every 

day and one of her favorites is Rotini with 

meatballs . 

However the lack of beef would not 

greatly affect her decis io n to eat lunch at 

school since she can still eat meat at home, 

Stober said. 

Sue Olson, Asst. Chief of the 

commoditi es procurement branch in the 

livestock and seed division at the USDA said 

that they are still in the process of buying meat 

and are trying to provide as much beef as 

possible to schools. 

Olson said that the USDA issued 

additional food safety standards that ~-~ ' V "' IMc:L.:a 

delays in production. As a result the beef w 

cost more this year, she said. 

Olson said that schools are allot t 

entitlement dollars based on the number 

school meals served. The schools then use 

money like a checkbook to purchase 

Since the beef costs more schools have 

rethink where they spend the COlnnlO(litt,esll. 

"The higher priced beef is draining 

their [schools'] entitlements," Olson said . 

I need a cool downJ 
Teen pregnancy rate drops 

with abstinence, birth control 

FAITH LYNNrrHE REGISTER 

THIS ICE CREAM IS REALLY GOOD ... Senior J essica Ritsch and Junior 
Janelle Ritsch enjoy an a fternoon at the Crossroads Mall this summer. Many 

Central spent their s ummer months at the many malls in Omaha. 

By Jenny Nelson 

The teen pregnancy rate is the 

lowest it has been in the las t 60 years, 

the Communications Director of 

Planned Parenthood said. 

Beverly Nolte said that there are 

mainly two reasons why the birthrate 

is so low. 

She said that teen -agers are 

learning about abstinence, and that 

those who are sexually active are 

using birth control. 

"Teens are learning to be more 

responsible," Nolte said . 

She said that throughout th e 

nation, there is a 7.8 percent decline 

in teen pregnancies, and it is dropping 

in Ne bra ska and Iowa, too. Nolte 

cited thi s infonnation from the Center 

for Disease Control. 

"We hope to see that continue 

dropping," Nolte said . 

Central senior Melissa Slape said 

that she is glad to learn that teen 

pregnancies have dropped. 

"Teen-agers should not be having 

babies," she said . 

Slape said th at she thinks that 

teens are not emotionall y read y to 

care for another living being. 

She said that her older sister got 

pregnant when she was 17 . 

Principal Gary Thompson said 

that he does not deal directly with 

pregnant teens, but from what he sees. 

it is still prevalent. 

"From what I see it seems like it 

is still a substantial problem," he said. 

Junior Julia Anderson said that 

she has not noticed a decline in the 

pregnancy rate. 

"It does n' t look like there has 

been one at Central," she said . 

Dorothy Hill, an ordained 

mini s ter o f the United Church of 

C hrist and th e director of the 

Religi ous Coalition for Reproductive 

Choi ce, has worked as a volunteer at 

Planned Parenthood since 1942. 

She is a member of the Friends 

o f Planned Parenthood and is "on­

call " to help in the counseling of 

young wo men. 

Hill sa id she has seen on-hand 

the decline in teen pregnancies . 

"That comes with the availability 

of counseling and more education," 

she said . 

Nolte sa id she believes that 

Planned Parenthood has contributed 

to the decrease in birth rate. The two 

thin gs that Planned Pare nthood 

foc uses on are education and 

prevention. 

Empl oyees travel, teaching teens 

about abstinence and birth control. 1 " "n"r~ 1 

she said. 

Planned Parenthood also offers 

various medical services, all 

confidentially and on a sliding-fee 

scale, Nolte said . Teen-agers are 

guaranteed help, and they only pay '' '-­

what they can afford. 

"Parents don't need to know," 

Nolte said. 

She said that everyone th at 

comes to Planned Parenthood leaves 

with birth control if they want it. 

If a teen comes to Planned ... ---­

Parenthood to take a pregnancy test 

and it comes up positive, they give " '"UI.I1''' 
the teen three legal options-parent the 

child. give him or her up for adoption. 

or have an abortion, she said. 

She said employees can refer 

teens to other professionals in the 

community, such, as doctors ,or free 

lawyers for an abortion . 

Hill said, "A woman's right to 

choose is up to the woman and her _,rvi.,in. 

doctor, for the safety of th e 

pregnancy." 

Nolte said that they do 11 0t 

pressure teens or make the choice for 

them, just give them all th e 

information they can. 

"Our emphasis is that it's their 

decision," she said . 
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Teacher salary talks Mural solves grafitti problem 
cause budget delays 
By Joe Meyer 

Because of a new spending bud­

get, the Omaha Public School (OPS) 

district is trying to minimize some 

school-related expenses until teacher 

salary negotiations are completed, as­

sistant superintendant Dr. Dennis 

pool said . 

Pool said that the district is cau­

tious of spending money because they 

do not have an operating budget for 

this year. He said that they are being 

care ful no t to spend money that they 

do not have. 

The restrictions are caused by the 

ongo ing salary negotiations with 

teachers. 

Pool said that the district cur­

ren tl y has a 3.5 percent increase in 

sal aries budgeted for the upcoming 

schoo l year, but the teachers are cur­

rentl y requesting a substantial raise . 

At a negotiation meeting on Aug. 

2lJ. the Omaha Education Association 

(OEAl made its twenty-sixth pro­

pllsa i It outlined a 5.42 percent raise 

for the first year, followed by a 6.5 

and 6.6 percent raise for the second 

an..! thi rd years, OEA spokesman Tom 

Skates presented. 

In preparation of more spending 

than expected, the district released a 

statement two weeks ago advising 

principals to reduce funding for cer­

tain departments, until the budget is 

adopted, Central principal Dr. Gary 

Thompson said. 

Thompson also said that funding 

is currently being withheld for pro­

fessional teacher conferences out of 

state and major school equipment. He 

also said that he thinks the district has 

implemented a hiring freeze. 

"The district has told us not to 

spend monies right now," Thompson 

said. 

Thompson also said that he does 

not expect a budget until a teacher 

contract is made. 

Although the district is operating 

without a budget, Thompson said that 

Central is basically operating the 

same. 

"It hasn't had a major effect at 

this point," he said. 

Carol Hipp, social studies depart­

ment chairperson, also agreed that the 

spending restrictions have not had a 

big impact on Central High School. 

Hipp said the department has re­

ceived magazine SUbscriptions, text­

books and adequate materials for this 

year. 

"The social studies department 

can not ~omplain," she said. 

County Board approves 

Omaha tourism bond 
By Kaitlin Davis 

The Douglas County Board re­

cently approved a $750,000 contract 

to promote Omaha in the tourism in­

dustry nationally. 

A recent study done by Plog Re­

sea rch Inc . of New Brunswick, NJ, 

rev iewed how Omaha is perceived in 

the United State~, 1'im Mc~eih _ Mah­

ager of Marketing an Business for 

the Convention and Visitor's Bureau 

h said. 

s' The research was then set into a 

n proposal for a $750,000 contract to 

e be tte r Omaha tourism, McNeil said. 

"We want to try and develope a 

clear and concise image for Omaha." 

he , aid . 

The Douglas County Board con­

tracted Equation Co mmunications 

based in South Carolina to head up 

the project Board member Kathleen 

s M,Callister said. 

All members ofthe Board voted 

in fav or of the proposal except for 

Kath leen McCall ister who voted 

against the measure. 

" It was one of the smartest things 

I' ve ever done ." she said. 

The mayor's office and MECA 

s. had not seen the proposal prior (0 the 

voting, she said. 

"The proposal had never been 

seen prior to that day. The data had 

not been presented to tourism." she 

said . 

McCallister said she was angered 

that MECA was lIot included in the 

ori ginal plan and that other Omaha 

touri st companies were not given any 

, control over the proposal. 

"If we aren't doing it with 

MECA. then what are we doing?"she 

said. "MECA has to be a partner in 

thi s." 

McNeil said that MECA will ul­

timately be involved in the project, 

but that MECA is new and may not 

have the capacity to handle a nation 

wide project of this magnitude. 

"MECA will have some part," he 

said, "We have appointments to meet 

with all these people." 

The company would like to try 

~n~ promote Omaha's best qualities, 

McNeil said. 

"We've had a great response 

from the tourism industry," he said. 

McNeil said Equations plans to 

promote the arts in Omaha, such as 

the Orpheum Theatre, the Joslyn Art, 

the Omaha Symphony, and the Play­

house. 

They will place special empha­

sis on the Henry Doorly Zoo and the 

Old Market, McNeil said. 

, In the future Equations will in­

corporate the Convention Center in 

the project, he said. 

McNeil said they want to pro­

mote Omaha as a safe and inexpen­

si ve place to visit. 

"Absolutely, we need to promote 

Omaha," McCallister said. 

McCallister said she wants to 

promote Omaha, but that this pro­

posal and contract was not the right 

way to go. 

She said that more time should 

have been given to the Board in or­

der look over the proposal. 

The Board received the proposal 

the day before they voted on it, she 

said. 

"Something in my gut told me 

that it was already a done deal." she 

said. 

Equation Communication was 

among many companies that applied 

for the contract, and it was selected, 

McCallister said. 

PAINTING PRETTY (RIGHT): Local Omaha 

business owner Kesa Smuts solve s a grafitti problem 
by reproducing a postcard from 1913 (TOP) on a wall 
on 35th and Center. The postcard pictures a scene from 
nearby Hanscom Park. 

KAITLIN DAVIS, THE REGISTER 

PICTURES AND 
POSTCARDS 
(LEFT): The mural , on 
35th and Center, will 
help cover the wall 
where grafitti problems 
were evident 

Denver teacher pay study inconclusive 
.MERIT PAY, continued 

from page 1· 

He said that before worrying 

about how to motivate teachers, 

people should worry about how to 

make teacher's salaries comparable to 

other professions. 

"From birth to . age eighteen, 

. young people are only in school nine 

percent of the time," Mackiel said. 

"That means 91 percent of their intlu­

ence is from outside of the school." 

He thus said he questioned how 

a teacher's pay could be based on this 

short time that they have to influence 

the life's of the children they teach. 

In addition, he said that basing 

pay on standardized test is absurd be­

cause these tests are designed so that 

50 percent of the students fail. 

The pilot in Denver is testing sev­

eral different methods on which to 

base objectives, Wissink said. One­

third of the teachers base their objec­

tives on standardized test, one-third on 

criterion developed by the teacher, and 

one-third based on increased teacher 

kno wledge and skills . 

Mary Romero, principal of the 

participating Colfax Elementary, said 

that her school measured the success 

of their plan through the Iowa Test 

of Basic Skills. The entire staff-in­

cluding nurses, psychologists, and 

teachers-was involved in trying to 

raise math and reading scores of the 

approximately 400 students at the 

year-round school by five percent. 

The school decided that they 

wanted to participate in the pilot, and 

al so to make raising reading and 

math scores their goal, Romero said. 

"The plan was helpful," Romero 

said, "but our staff was already ahead 

of the plan." 

Romero said her staff already 

participated in staff development, so 

the pilot was an opportunity for the 

teachers to earn an extra $1500 for 

what they already did . 

All but two of the teachers at the 

school met both of goals in reading 

and math, and the other two met at 

least one of the goals, Romero said. 

"Overall it was good for the 

kids," Romero said. 

Staci Porter, a princ ipal-student 

assistant at Edi son E lementary in 

Denver, said she had mixed feelings 

about the effecti veness of the program 

at her school. 

' 'I'm afraid that teachers will be­

gin teaching to meet their goals in­

stead of educating the students," she 

said. 

Edison is a traditional, inner-city, 

urban school of approximately 514 

students. 

"We have an extremely compe­

tent staff," Porter said. "But we don't 

always have the same resources as 

suburban schools." 

Edison tested the pilot by allow­

ing the teachers to decide what test 

they were going to use, Porter said . 

Teachers chose from the Colorado 

State Assessments, assessments of 

spelling and math developed at the 

schoo l. 

"There was really a lot of flex­

ibility," Porter said . 

Ninety-seven percent of the 

teachers at the school met both of their 

goals, she said. 

"We are sti II unclear about the 

benefits," Porter said . 'There is still 

much karning and trainin g to be 

done .. " 

One thing did calm Porter 's fears, 

though . While there had been a fear 

that teachers would become competi ­

tive about which teachers met the 

goals, this did not occur. 

Junior Michael Heller sa id that 

he believed merit pay would be a bad 

idea. 

"Teachers will lower their stan­

dards for higher pay," he said . 

Dr. Thompson said he has mixed 

feelings on merit pay because it is so 

difficult to compare teachers' perfor­

mances. 

Thompson used to teach AP Bi.­

ology at Central, and said it was a di f­

ficult class to teach because of the 

subject matter. However, he said all 

of the students in the class also had a 

desire to learn. 

"How do you judge teachers of 

more basic level classes where stU ­

dents might not have those skill s or 

that desire?," Thompson asked. 

oreign teachers experience America 
y Faith Lynn 

What 's the difference between 

ebraska and the country of Spain? 

Quite a lot , say teachers Miguel 

aez and Raquel Rodriguez, who 

'ame from Spain this year to teach at 

entral. 

Teacher Miguel Paez said he was 

nvol ved in an exchange program that 

rought IS teachers to Nebraska, in­

IUding he and fellow teacher Raquel 

Odriguez. 

However, they are finding life in 

the United States to be very different 

and quite an adjustment from their 

home Coun-tries . 

Both teachers had never been to 

he United States. and said they were 

mazed at how beautiful it is and how 

friendly the people are. 

Now that Rodriguez has spent a 

few weeks in America, she said she 

thinks Americans are all very friendly. 

"I thought America was dangerous, 

with people walking around with guns 

all the time." 

" You are all very, very charm­

ing," Paez said. 

He said that in Europe, society 

is more closed, while in the United 

States, people are very outgoing and 

friendly. 
Some students may think that it 

is very exotic or unusual and excit­

ing to have a teacher from a foreign 

country, but Paez said that it is differ­

ent in Europe. 

In Europe, he said, people from 

Germany teach German, teachers 

from France teach French, and so on. 

He said that he th o ught the 

United States was sort of prejudiced 

in that respect ; that they like to draw 

more on their own resources than ask 

other countries for assistance. 

Rather than asking for or expect­

ing teachers from other countries, he 

said, they look to their own schools 

for new teachers, almost ignoring 

other countries. 

He said that he thinks the United 

States needs to be more open-minded 

and not so reliant on itself. 

Paez said that he thought the lo­

cation of Omaha was interesting. 

"Look at what surrounds it ," he said . 

"There are farms and cornfields to the 

west and all around . As one crosses 

the country from east to west, Omaha 

is right at the frontier. " 

He said he was surprised by how 

expensive it is to live here . He said 

that it was very expensive just get­

ting to Omaha and getting started. 

He had to pay for his airplane 

ticket , he said , then there was food 

and an apartment and a car, and that 

it all adds up in the end. 

He said that he does not miss 

very much about Spain. but that he 

would like to find some real Spanish 

food. 

He said that he enjoys the food 

here, but that after a while lhe food 

becomes "the same dog with a differ­

ent collar," which is a Spanish expres­

sion that means that something is ba­

sically the same as something else. 

Paez s aid that Nebraska re-

minded him of his home in Murcia, 

Spain. He said that the fact that ev­

erything was so green here surprised 

him. 

He said that his home is very 

beautiful, but dry like a desert, and 

that one of his favorite things about 

Nebraska is the landscape. 

Paez said that he does miss food, 

friends and family, but that he is glad 

that there are so many rock concerts 

here. 

"What do I like best? Rock con­

certs!" he said gleefully, then reeled 

off a long list of rock bands, includ­

ing Def Leppard and Metallica . 

Both Paez and Rodriguez said 

that they were given three states to 

choose from , and ultimately chose 

Nebraska because it was rumored to 

be very quiet and friendly. 

Rodriguez said tha t s he was 

originally chosen to go to Los Ang ~ ­
les, Calif., but that she would ha~ 

had to leave Spain earlier than she 

would have liked to. 

She wanted to teach secondai;y 

school rather than smaller children, 

she said, which was a determining 

factor in coming to Nebraska. 

Her hometown of Palen c ia, 

Spain has about 100,000 people, so 

Omaha is not much of an adjustment 

in size, though she admits that she 

probably would have had trouble in a 

large city like Los Angeles. 

Paez said "!t·s a challenge," but 

both teachers are doing very well. 

Both speak English very fluently with 

a light Spanish accent. 

\ , 
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Have you ever been drunk? 

All Graphs 
276 students 

polled 
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Have you ever been to a party where under 
people were drinking or getting drunk? 

By Danielle Rollins 

Hey, what's in that Fruitopia bottle? 

Kyle Clark was expe ll ed on Saint Patrick's Day 2000 for possessing and distributing alcohol concealed in a Fruitopi a bottle . 

After hi s parents were called and a conference was held with his administrator, C lark was sent to finish the semester at Pari sh Alternati ve Sc , 

This school was started to provide a structural discipline program for students who had been expelled from their traditional school , Expulsi on C( 

Robel1 Faulkner said. 

[t is a pl ace where students could continue with their education, he sa id . 

Clark said he spent three weeks out of school before being transferred to Parish. 

He described Parish as being very different from any traditional school that he has been to, a huge room separated into four separate are J ~ 

boards. 

T here were no passing periods or extracurricular activities, he said. Instead of lecturing about the top ics they were to study, the 

would provide each student with a packet containing the work they were to complete to receive c redit. 

They were given the work and expected to complete it without any further discussion, Clark sa id . 

" I think it is easier in class if it is explained to me before hand ," he said 

Clark said that it was very difficult getting adjus ted to Parish. It was unlike other school and he missed his 

friends from Central. 

" \ thought that [ was going to get picked on by bigger people," Clark said. 

Clark said that they were required to tuck in their shirts, and they were not allowed to bring 

backpacks or coats with them to class. 

They were not allowed to carry anything into the room and the books were 

provided, he said. There were many security guards, and every grade level 

Have you ever attempted to purchase 
alcoholic beverages while underage? 

was in the same room . 

Clark said he was put into a 'group' that met Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday mornings. On Tuesdays, Thurs­

days and Friday afternoons he was expected to 

Have you ever had someone over 21 

buy you alcoholic beverages? 

either work or do community service. 

By doing commu-

nity service, he could 

rece i ve ex tra credits 

that he would need to 

comp lete his sopho­

more year, he said. 

Clark sa id hi s 

group consisted of 65 

people that would be 

the only people that he 

would have class with 

for the entire' time he 

was at Parish. 

The principal 

taught them socia l 

ski ll s, and they were 

given extra credits for 

working. 

C lark said he ate 

lun ch with the sa me 

group of people in his 

c lass. He said it was 

much different than a 

normal school lunch pe­

riod . 

"It was worse than 

a regular school lunch, 

['II te ll you that," 

C lark said. 

Parish was meant to 

provide opportunities 

for expelled students, 

Faulkner said. The lack 

of freedoms and choices 

were meant to teach the 

students discipline . 

If they choose to disobey the rules than 

they do not get to participate in extracurricular activi­
ties, he said. 

"[ want to provide a very structured discipline program for them," 

Faulkner said. "We've eliminated any freedom they have." 

Dr. Gary Thompson sa id that he feel s a lcohol use among teenagers is a big prob lem. 

. The reqUired pUlll shment for al cohol offenders is a nineteen-day suspension and mandatory counsel­
mg. 

" \ am very pleased with the mandatory counseling," Thompson said , "My hope is that we can get 
I the students) some help ." 

::hompson sa id that under-aged drinking has become a serious problem. 

. I thmk that It IS a terrIble problem ," Thompson said "But [think that it has been a terrible problem 
for ma ny years." 
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•• 
cohol Use for. Teenagers 

Rehab gives life back to patients, a manager of the Drug Court says 

By Jenny Nelson 

Alcohol and drug rehab is the best 

response human beings can give to one 

another, alth9ugh it is not always com­

pletely effective, the Client Services 

Manager of the Drug Court Program 

in Nebraska said. 

Paul Yakel said that rehabilitation 

is gi ving something back to somebody. 

He said that the term "rehab" implies 

that a person has already been habili­

tated. 

The goal of rehab is to redirect the 

sick person back to a healthy standard 

of living. This is not easily accom­

plished if the person grew up in an 

unhealthy atmosphere, Yakel said. 

"A lot of folks don't have the ba­

sis to even begin living a healthy 

li festyle ," he said . 

The drug court program is a 

I we lve-month opportunity for sub­

stance abusers to have their felony 

taken off the record, Yakel said. He 

said that these people are kept busy 

rather than being put in prison. 

Many of the people the Drug 

Court deals with did not have a healthy 

slarting point, Yakel said. He said they 

suffer from cognitive dysfunction, or 

thinking errors. 

"We all suffer from various think­

ing errors," Yakel said. 

He said that the Douglas County 

Drug Court is the only such program 

in Nebraska, but Lincoln is looking to 

open one. It is fairly effective, Yakel 

said . 

Out of 200 or so graduates of the 

program, only three have been in 

-';iiciuble f 6f ? Q'r'u gJ'~r alt'6't{61"d' ~ e t~ ha" 
. h 'd 1.n.'n') ~)V 

time, e sal . 

Yakel said that the Drug Court 

deals with few teenagers. It is mainly 

adults or teens tried as adults. The 

youngest age is generally around 17, 

he said, and the average age group is 

25-40. 

"It [the Drug Court concept] is not 

necessarily tough on crime, but smart 

on crime," Yakel said. 

The Drug Court program and 

other substance abuse treatments are 

much more cost effective than putting 

the abusers in prison, Yakel said. Put­

ting people in prison costs taxpayers. 

Although rehab programs do not 

cost taxpayers, they ca,n run up quite a 

bill for the person seeking treatment. 

Sober Living by the Sea in New­

port Beach, Calif., is a 90-day mini­

mum rehab program that costs $15,000 

for 90 days, Pat said . Pat said he works 

for this program, and that they go on a 

first-name only basis. 

I WEAR MY SUNGLASSES AT 
NIGHT ... This picture is a rep­
resentation of the constant fo­
cus of some teens on alcohol. 

At this structured living center, 

patients live at the beach and are kept 

busy from 5:30 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. 

everyday, he said. There is an 85 per­

cent success rate. 

"You couldn't find a better pro­

gram," Pat said. 

He also said that patients attend 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meet­

ings everyday. 

Another branch of Alcoholics 

Anonymous is a program called Al­

Anon, Lyle, who works for AI-Anon 

in Nebraska, said. This program also 

goes on a first-name only basis . 

"AI-Anon is the other side of the 

coin," he said . 

Lyle said that alcoholics go to AA 

meetings to cope with their illness, 

whereas the alcoholics' families go to 

AI-Anon to learn to live with alcohol­

ics. 

They operate using the same 

steps, he said, although it is a separate 

form of treatment. 

Senior Amanda Radi said she be­

I ieves that rehab is helpful if the per­

son sticks with it. She said her father 

was in rehab for two years and it 

helped him get clean. 

"Rehab is effective, but the per­

son has to be strong enough when they 

get out of it. Rehab can only do so 

much," Radi said. 

She said that she knew kids that 

got clean from rehab programs, but 

after they got out, they went back with 

their previous friends and ended up 

using drugs and alcohol again. 

Yakel said that he deals with 

people who say they want to shape up 

and get clean, yet who persist in abus­

ing drugs and alcohol. 

He said that it is more important 

to listen to behavior than what people 

say. 

" All behavior is supported by 

thinking," Yakel said . 

He said that many people do not 

believe they should have to give any 

effort to receive results. 

In order for rehab to be effective, 

the substance abuser must put in a lot 

of effort, Yakel said. 

"A lot of folks don ' t operate that 

way, though," he said. 

Yakel said that America is a drug­

taking nation that is always looking for 

a "quick fix." 

He said the Drug Court not only 

deals with people taking illicit, or il­

legal, drugs or alcohol, but also pre­

scription medicine. 

"Annually, three times as many 

people die from using prescription 

drugs than illicit drugs," Yakel said . 
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YWCA studies show 

alcohol contributes to 

date rape 

By Melissa Angelo 

According to the Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual 

Assault Coalition, national studies indicate alcohol is con­

sumed prior to a sexual assault by 75 percent of perpetra­

tors and 55 percent of victims. 

Pam Clarke, the education specialist for the YWCA, 

said that alcohol and drug use is related to sexual assault 

but it is not the cause. They contribute to rape by clouding 

judgement and preventing a person from thinking in the 

right state of mind. 

"A lot of the research on the connection between al­

cohol and date rape has focused on the college campus, 

particularly in the fraternities," Clarke said. 

She said that she worked on a college campus last year 

and that she would hear of the upperclassmen guys target­

ing freshman girls. They would invite the girls to parties 

and saw them as easy targets for sexual activity. 

"Particularly at fraternity parties, men are slipping a 

date rape drug into drinks in order to have sexual relations 

with their victims," Clarke said. "In terms of sexual as­

sault, alcohol increases their vulnerability to be victimized," 

said Clarke. 

Marcia Adler, Clinic Director for Student Health Ser­

vices at University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO), said Stu­

dent Health Services complete classroom presentations on 

responsible use of alcohol on a range of 30 classroom pre­

sentations per semester. 

"In my own nursing experiences, I have never been 

involved in a student rape or sexual assault case where 

alcohol or drug abuse has not been a factor," said Adler. 

Rebecca Riley, Sexual Assault Counselor for the 

YWCA, said society has a tendency to blame the victim 

for being raped if they were using alcohol or drugs at the 

time of the assault. This decreases the likelihood of vic­

tims to report the rape , she said. 

Riley said that sometimes people who have been vic­

timized turn to alcohol or other illegal substances to cope. 

"That doesn't mean that everyone that is sexually as­

saulted will turn to alcohol or illegal substances, but the 

tendency is there because it's a method of coping," Riley 

said. 

Mary Vyverman, Department of Public Safety Crime 

Prevention Officer at the University of Creighton, said that 

there have not been any cases of date rape or sexual as­

sault on their campus. 

''The Dept. of Public Safety provides ongoing safety 

and crime prevention awareness , education to it's students, 

facility, and staff throughout academic support services 

throughout the year," Vyverman said. 

According to a study last year by UNO, 76 percent of 

students on campus have less than three drinks a week. 

"We employ two drug and alcohol counselors to coun­

sel students who are tangled with the law outside of the 

campus, and it is also part of the disciplinary action for the 

violators caught on campus," said Adler. 

According to a brochure provided through a public 

service grant from Hoffman-La Roche, counselors have 

been dealing with rape related to substances, particularly 

those involving alcohol , for years. 

Also, according to the brochure, recent media cover­

age has focused largely on two sedating substances: Gamma 

Hydroxybutyrate (GHB) and Rohypnol (flunitrazepam). 

GHB is a central nervous system depressant that has 

been investigated as an anesthetic and for treatment of nar­

colepsy and alcoholism. 

Rohypnol is a prescription sleeping medication avail­

able outside the United States. 

"A lot of rape prevention has focused on making 

women aware of date rape drugs when they are out and 

about," Clarke said. 

• Ii .. 

unteer program educa'tespeople about drunk driving, director says 

ADD organization (Mothers Against Drunk 

as been around for over twenty years, but does 

save lives? Roselyn Cappiello, President of 

chapter seems to think so. 

la 's work in MADD extends beyond the of­

of 1990, Cappiello said .she was hit by a 

in an accident that left her a quadriplegic. 

id she lost the job that she loved and is cur­

to participate in some of her favorite activi-

109 camping. 

the trials that she has faced over the years, 

ference is included. She said that the role her 

played in separating her from her youngest 

been hard. 

other she knew died in the crash ," Cappiello 

Cappiello does community service and speaks at 

schools wi:h her husband, Micheal , she said. 

Not all people believe that MADD is a life saving 

organization. Junior Rachael Hart said that the organiza­

tion is not doing it 's job. 

"It [MADD] is just a bunch of crazy moms who don't 

know how to deal with death ." Hart said . 

Hart said that the organization is not preventing teen­

agers from driving drunk, and therefore has not fulfilled 

it's purpose. 

However Cappiello and the Omaha chapter are trying 

to become more involved with the community schools, 

Cappiello said. 
Using videos, demonstrations and her own personal 

story, Cappiello said she teaches students anywhere from 

college to elementary school ages about the dangers of 

drinking and driving. 

"Sometimes you have to tell mommy and daddy that 

you don 't want to get into the car because they have been 

drinking," Cappiello said, repeating a serious message that 

she often uses with the grade school children. 

She said that school demonstrations are a big part of 

what makes MADD tick. More than 35 percent of all 16 to 

20-year-old deaths are a result of motor vehicle crashes, 

according to the National Center for Health Statistics 

(NCHS). 
Thirty-seven percent of those crashes were alcohol re­

lated, making a total of 2, 104 persons aged 16 to 20 killed 

in an alcohol related crashes in 1998, according to the Na­

tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

Another event that MADD is involved in is the Vic­

tim Impact Panel , a conference between past victims and 

present offenders designed to impact the offenders with 

the weight of their choices, Cappiello said. 

"We want them to see and feel the pain that we've 

suffered due to these actions," she said. 

Cappiello said she feels that this organization's main 

purpose is to reach out and touch the people; to show them 

the pain of loss and teach them not to take anything for 

granted. 

The Red Ribbon Campaign is another event put on by 

MADD, she said. Starting in November, volunteers will 

walk along the busy roads of Omaha, handing out ribbons 

to people in cars who promise not to drink and drive dur­

ing the holidays. Their slogan, "Tie One on for Safety," 

explains this plan. 

While many of these events are standard among many 

MADD chapters, Cappiello said she takes them to heart. 

The hardships that she has experienced seem to moti ­

vate Cappiello to further the MADD organization. She said 

her plans for the future include building a higher budget 

and making MADD a household term. 

By looking at the popularity that the Omaha chapter 

has achieved, it seems that she has succeeded. 
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Students build 

houses for Hu­

manity 

On Sunday, Sept. 10, Centra l stu­

dents participated in the Habitat fo r 

Humanity Youth Build, sponsor Rita 

Ryan said . Students worked on a 

house at 4609 N. 22nd St. Around 

60 students signed up for the event. 

State scores high 

on standardized 

test 

Nebraska is ranked fir st in the 

nation for ACT scores when com­

pared to other states with a high per­

centage (70 percent or more) of 

graduates tested, spokesperson Betty 

VanDeventer said. Students contin­

ued an 18-year trend of outscoring 

others from across the country on the 

college entrance exam. Overall, Ne­

braska ranked 13th in the nation with 

an average ACT score of 21.7. The 

national average was 21 .0 . 

National Merit 

Semi-finalists an­

nounced 

Seniors Chris Fisher, Travis 

Hepburn, Erica Kess, Sarah Peterson 

and Tyler Stahl were named semi-fi­

nalists in this year's National Merit 

Scholarship competition, Principa l 

Dr. Gary Thompson said. 

"Central has had semi-finalists in 

the competitio n every year but one 

since 1956," Thompson said. "This 

brings Central 's total to 397 semi-fi­

nalists." 

Thompson said that the qualify­

ing selection index score was 205 for 

Nebraska this year. The semi-fi nal­

ists are in the top 0.5 percent of scor­

ers in the state. 

OPS school board 

considers suing 

state 

Increased enrollment 

D~~,~~J~;?'~ ler;! ' ~d [? , ~ ,, 2 P S 
~ I ''Thi s result s 10 overcrowdIng 

from page - ' f 
are projected to ha ve a decrease and the need tor the constructIon 0 

in high school populations during the temporary buildings .... SIetsema saId . 

next 10 years. Snyder said . Central's population has only lO-

In OPS school enrollment in - creased by abou t 100 stude nt s thIS 

creased aro ~nd 8 pe rcent betwee n year, Thomp~on said. Thi s includes 

1989 and 1999, OPS researcher Pe- a combinat ion of new freshmen and 

ter Smith sa id . Enrollment increased tra nsfe rs fr om o ther high schools. 

from 4 1. 25 1 students to 45. 039 is The school' s population this year IS 

the ten year period, an increase of estimated at between 2,350-2,400 stu-

3,788 students. dent s. 

John Sietsema, an education stat- "Classes are not a lot larger than 

istician at the NCES, sa id the primary las t year: ' Thompson sa id . 

problem in these large enro llments is He said that the ne w schedule has 

that enrol lments have increased in a created a ga in in classroom space, 

lot of areas where facilities are not which has been very benefic ial. 

Rally seeks justice for Bibins 
• Rally, continued " It was a black/w hite Issue 10 the 

from page 1 se nse that yo u don't see In wes t 

co mmunity iss ue. Dav is Omaha , bla ck offi ce rs s hoo tIng 

described himself as a "gangbange r unarmed white ci ti zens," said Mullen. 

turned community activi st. " 

Dr. Everett Reynolds, president 

of the Omaha Branch of the NAACP 

sa id Bibin 's dea th was racia ll y 

motivated . Rey no ld s said that in 

many incidents like Bibin 's, the police 

officers reported of thinking of James 

Wi lson. Wil son was a white poli ce 

o ~Ticer killed by Afri can American 

gang members, Reynolds said. 

Senior C harri sse Ladd agreed. 

Ladd sa id the po lice officers saw he 

was an African American and simply 

ass umed he had a weapon. 

C isar said race had nothing to do 

with the shoot ing and had no more 

comment. 

Cisar said he could not comment 

on what can be done to stop situati ons 

like Bibin's from occ urr ing. 

Scientists' Discoveries 

Advance Medicine 
By Kaitlin Davis 

Scientists invo lved with the Hu­

man Genome Project recent ly made 

a breakthrough discovery in tech nol­

ogy when, after te n years o f research, 

they completed a map of the human 

genome, Co-Director of the Genetic 

Sequence Ana lys is Facil ity at the 

Uni versity Medica l Center sa id . 

William C haney said sc ie nti sts 

havc pieced togeth er, over the past ten 

years, thousands of strands of genetic 

code to map the human genome. 

The human ge nome consists of 

thousands of fragmented codes that 

tell scienti sts information about the 

human body, he said. 

The gene tic code, made up of 

DNA , carries information for sc ien­

ti sts about di seases and hereditary de­

fec ts-- such as Cystic Fibrosis , male 

pattern balding and many types of 

cancer, Chaney sa id . 

He sa id the Human Geno me 

Project started it s work to map the 

ge nome about ten years ago. 

" [t 's hard to say what good things 

wi ll come of it ," C haney said. 

The mapping could ul timatel y 

lead to better treatment of genetica lly 

related diseases, such as cancer and 

diabetes, Chaney said. Many of these 

di seases ca n be treated with gene 

therapy if diagnosed early enough. 

Chaney said that gene therapy is 

a process that tries to correct the mu­

tated ge ne in the DNA th at causes a 

disease. 

"Some di seases will be helped, 

but not necessarily all of them ," he 

good genes and try ing to repl ace the 

bad genes with the good c loned genes, 

C haney sa id. In many cases, the 

genes must be altered during the de­

velopmental stages of a fetus before 

birth. 

The mapping will ul timately help 

sc ienti sts when they try to locate the 

damaged or mutated DNA. he said. 

Most gene therapy is still in its ex­

perimental stages. 

Celera, a pri vate company, who 

aided the Human Genome Project is 

at present trying to patent the . genes 

they mapped , Chaney said. 

''I'm very uncomfortable wi th 

the patents," Sandra McCreight, the 

Adva nced Placement Biology teacher 

at Centra l High sa id . 

The patent will a ll ow the com­

pan y to ea rn mo ney on whatever 

medical knowledge may come of the 

map McCrei ght said. 

If th e private company paten ts 

the gene sequences, then they must 

be paid for any research done on those 

sequences, McCreight said. Thi s 

co uld hinder a ny further resea rch 

done. 

Biological warfare may also be 

a problem posed by the new knowl ­

edge gained from the Human Genome 

Project . Chaney sa id. 

" Know led ge is no t bad , but 

knowledge can be used for bad pur­

poses." Chaney sa id. 

At the presen t the Human Ge­

nome Project will not be used for bio­

log ical war fare because of the little 

that is yet known, he said. However.lt 

may pose a proble m in the future. 

said. " It 's gonna happen. It could be 

Gene therapy involves cloning very devas tating," said McC reight. 

the R . ter September 18, 2000 

A I look at Texas Christian University, Univers ity 0 
C oser , U' , 

North Caroli na at Chapel Hill, Amerrcan nlversl ty and 

Color"do College 

Texas Christian University 
Location: Fort W0I1h, Texas 

Admission: 79 percent of applicants accepted 

Enrollment: 6,254 

Average class size: 27 . . 

Housing: Dormitories, fraternities and soro~tle~ . 

A d ' Ed catl'on J'ournalism commUnICatIOns, health sCIences and ca emlCS: u, , 

the fine arts are a few of the strong and popular departments. 

Average test scores: 1030-1250 SAT, 22-28 ACT 

Tuition: $11,590 . .. . 
Interesting facts: While Greek life is big at TCU,. themmonty scene tS 

small despite adminis tration efforts to increase nunonty recrUltmg. 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Location: Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Admission: 37 percent of applicants accepted 

Enrollmetlt: 15, 291 

Average Class Size: 33 .. 
Housing: Dormitories, apartments , fraternities and sorontles 

Average Test Scores: 1130-1340 SAT, 26-30 ACT 

Tuition: $10, 622 ( out of state) 

Interesting facts: Chapel Hill , the surrounding town, is geared ~ Imo s t 

entire ly toward the school , and students will find that both varstty and 

intramural sports are popular here. 

American University 
Location: Washington, DC 

Admission: 79 percent accepted 

Enrollment: 5,494 

Average class size: 19 

Housing: Dormitories, fraternities and sororities . . 

Academics: American U ni versity'S academic reputatIon has been steadil y 

on the ri se. The pre-law and international relations programs stand out as 

the best in the school. Communications is also big and students have 

access to the international political scene around them, 

Average test scores: 1080-1280 SAT. 23-29 ACT 

Tuition: $20, 118 ~ : --=-::~ __ --:-= - - - -
Interesting facts: American offers a unique orientation program called the 

Freshman Service Experience. Students who sign up volunteer to move In 

early to do community service projects while meeting fellow students . 

Colorado College 
Location : Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Admission: 50 percent accepted 

Ellrollment: 1.968 

Average class size: 16 

Housing: Dormitories 

Academics: Colorado College breaks up its academic year into three-and­

a-half-week blocks during which students concentrate on a single course. 

At the end of each block, a four-day break allows students to cleanse their 

minds before starting the next class. 

Average test scores: 1180- L360 SAT, 25-30 ACT 

Tuition: $21,822 

Interesting/acts: During block breaks most students go s no:vboard~ng , 

ski in g, rock-c limbing, or traveling for five days in the beautIful envIron­

ment surrounding the college. 
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The Omaha school bOard is 

working with the legislature to fix the 

problem of school-finance policies , 

thus avoiding a lawsuit , the Board 

President John Langan said. There 

is no lawsuit filed at this point. The 

OPS budget was cut eight millio n 

do llars as a result of it being an 

"equalization" dis trict . he said . In 

other words. due to an increase in 

property value. the legislature said 

that the district could get the money 

from its patrons. 

Omaha woman expresses experience with death penal 
• DEATH continued 

from page 1 

Internet tools ease 

college searches 

A recent study found that four out 

of fi ve college bound seniors currently 

use the Internet to research uni versi­

ties. The report. conducted by Stamats 

Communications determined that las t 

year more than 80 percent of high 

school seniors used the Web in their 

quest. The number rose from 57 per­

cent in 1997 . A sim il ar study con­

ducted found that half of high school 

students utilized the Internet six times 

during the previous mo nth in search 

of college information. The studies 

reveal the trend in increasing Internet 

tools for aiding college searches and 

application processes. 

Williams. 

Thi s meant that Felion could 

come in at any time of th e day, any 

day of the week. and vi s it. 

During the course of thi s, Will ­

iams asked her to be hi s spir itual ad­

viser, to be the one that would lead 

him to the elec tri c chair. 

"That kind of took my breath 

away," Felion sa id , ' 'I'd never done 

anything like that before." 

Felion gladl y accepted the posi­
tion. 

Two wecks before Williams' ex­

ecution date he was placed on death­

watch . 

Then one week before the execu­

tio n. he was moved from hi s cell to a 

hospital room in the Penitentiary. 

Every night in th e hospital room 

people would c heck Williams' vital 

statis tics. Then when it came time for 

him to be electrocuted, they would 

know exactly how much power would 

be needed to kill hi m. 

"Does thi s ma ke se nse?" 

Marylyn asks, "They' re gett ing ready 

to kill a person so they put them in a 

hospital. That 's the opposite of what 

most hospitals are used for." 

The hospItal room was actually 

composed of two separate rooms and 

a hallwa y. 

In the first room there was a bed. 

Other than that nothing was given to 

Willi ams unless he asked . 

The second room was for visi­

tors. It contained three plastic chairs 

a nd little e lse. 

The hallway connected the two 

rooms. Two guards were in thi s hall­

way at a ll times. 

It was up to these guards to make 

sure that Willi ams did not commit sui­

cide. 

"You don' t want a death row in­

mate to commit sui cide:' Fe lion said , 

"Then they wou ldn ' t be able to kill 

him ." 

Felion first vi sit ed Williams in 

the hospital room on the day before 

Th anksgi ving. 

Fe lio n sa id that while she and 

William s were ha vi ng communion, 

th e warden e nt ered the room and 

asked Williams about what he wo uld 

like for his las t mea l. 

Williams was not scheduled fo r 

execution until the fo llowing Tues­

day. The warde n needed to know be­

cause it was Thanksgiving, and all o f 

the regu lar person ne l were going to 

be home for a long weeke nd . 

" I just wanted to shriek ," Felion 

said . " It was surreal. " 

Felion said that on the morning 

of the execution, Williams had to be 

shaven so that hi s hair wo ul dn ' t fry, 

and di apered so that he wo uldn't soi l 

himself. 

He was given a brand new prison 

suit with long sleeves so that the wit­

nesses couldn ' t see what happened to 

his skin . 

S ix guards wrapped Williams in 

chains that left just enough room for 

him to shuftle to the e lec tri c cha ir. 

Then Williams was taken ou t of 

his cell to where Felion was stand­
ing. 

T he n Fel ion did her duty. and cs­

corted Williams to th e death c ham­

ber. 

" We had just gotten to the eleva­

tor when Robert kind of sang Oll\. ' I 

am on the mounta intop, I am on the 

mountaintop,' and I said, 'Good Rob­

e rt, stay there." 

Felion said that the e levator was 

packed , so she s tood shoul der to 

shoulder with Willi ams and held his 

hand . 

The e levator opened right in to 

the death chamber, and Fe li on was 

forced to leave. 

"When I went upstairs 1 went 

past those six bi g guards that had j ust 

dragged me to the death chamber." 

Felion said . "The guards were sob­

bi ng." 

Williams was pronounced dead 

at 10:23 AM, six minutes after the 

firs t jolt of elec tricity was gi ven. 

One of the ten official wi tnesses 

was Wayne Rowe. who discovered 

hi s wife's nude, bloody body at the 

couple's Iowa farm 2 decades before 

the execution. Rowe made eye con-

cut ion. 

After the execution, Rowe 

"It did not take long. I have been \1 

ing twent y years for this. I did 

think it could be true." 

demned prisoner to be "J\'~\.."""U. 

Nebraska in 1997 , and the 3rd 

t ac tw· ~~ ~ .. ar~~~~~~~~~ 

Marylyn Felion examines a 
pai nting she did of her fri end Robert Edward Will­
iams, who died on the electric chair. 

1 
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Third party candidates bring variety, ideals to election, member says 

Freeman 

With the growing number of in­

dent voters, third parties con­

lillie to ga in prevalence in the United 

Or. Sue Crawford, an American 

itics professor at Creighton Uni­

W ity said that third parties shape the 

,,-e fllment by changing or adding to 

She said although third parties 

are rarely elected, they change issues 

in the other parties ' platform. 

" It is very hard in our sys tem for 

third parties to become elected o r es­

tablished," Crawford said. 

She said that many voters migh t 

like a third party but are concerned 

they will not win and are was ting a 

vote. 

Jim Sutton, a member of the Re-

form party since 1997 disputes the 

fact that by voting for a third party, 

the voter is wasting his choice . 

" People have only wasted their 

vo te if they don't vo te their con­

sc ience," Sutton said . 

Sutton said that th e U.S. is ruled 

by the politics o f fear and citizens are 

hrainwashed Into voting for the lesser 

of the two evils of the primary two 

political parties. 

ee Terry goes for re-election 
By Michael Gerhardt 

After two years in congress, 

:\cbraska Republican Congressman 

Lee Terry plans to continue to try 

,l ll d benefit the 

Lllnilies and fu­

tll re of Nebraska. 

For this up­

,ollli ng e lection , 

TelTY is making a 

hid push fo r re ­

I',' illl of the edu­

cal i()nal system, 

,llld bring in g in 

Ino re account­

ability for every­

" nc invol ved . 

Te rry is a s up­

por te r o f more 

p,lrc nt invo lve­

men t in education, as well as local 

,·(,ntm l of education. 

" [ tru st that the local school 

Q()urds parents are going to spend 

:hc local money wisely on behalf 

,d' nur children ," said Terry. 

Te rry is 

al so well 

all'a re of the 

prob le m s of 

leac her pay in 

OPS, but ac­

k no wle dges 

that the prob­ • 
Ie IllS are everywhere in the US, not 

.llIst Nebraska . Terry said teachers 

are leaving from everywhere. 

"There is no more important 

fac tor to educati ng our ch ildren than 

the teacher," Terry said. "A quality 

teacher means more to the success 

of a child than any brick or mortar o r 

program. So when you ge t good 

teachers, you want to keep them. To 

keep them, you have to pay them a 

market price." 

Terry said he 

vo ted for a budget 

that allotted $5 bil ­

lion to education. For 

this year's budget, he 

voted for $7 billion 

for education. Terry 

said that the stri ngs 

need to be cut that 

hold back education 

money fr o m loca l 

control, so that more 

money could be 

given to keep teach ­

ers and devel op the 

school di strict. 

Terry said he has faith that the 

local school boards would do the cor­

rect thing with the money given to 

them. 

Terry said another way to get 

more money in the district is govern ­

ment funded spec ia l educati on. 

He said that 25 years ago, Con­

gress passed an unfunded mandate to 

force local schoo ls to teach special 

education . Congress promised to pay 

40 percent of the costs, but in reality, 

Congress is currently paying only 13 

percent. 

He said if Congress would pay 

the extra 27 percent, the left over 

money cou ld be used for teacher pay 

raises . 

Terry is a lso ready to ta ke dras­

tic action with gun control. Terry said 

he voted for a bill last Jul y that in-

LARRY HOLLOWAY 
OWNER 

LARRY@RETRORECYCLE 

cluded mandatory trigger locks and 

background checks at gun shows. 

"[ want to take reaso nable 

measures that guns stay out of the 

hands o f felons, vio lent crimina ls 

and kids," Terry said. 

Terry said he was especially 

frustrated with the argument sur­

rounding trigger locks. Terry said 

that the trigger loc k issue was 

wrongly jo ined with school vio­

lence. 

" I want to challenge anyone 

who says that trigger locks would 

have stopped Columbine, or [Little 

Rockl. or the one we had in west­

ern Nebraska ten years ago. If 

we're go ing to talk about school 

safe ty , don't do the American 

people a disservice and talk about 

trigger locks and raise that up on a 

platform like it's a cure. Because it 

has absolutely nothin g to do with 

sc hool vio lence," Terry said. 

Terry said trigger locks main 

functions are to keep guns out of 

the hands of small children who 

wouldn't know how to operate a 

lock. 

Terry said this kind of protec­

tio n would only work with a small 

child . 

" I really want us, this nation, 

to have a legitimate discussion on 

school violence and what we can 

do as a society and as a govern­

ment," Terry said. 

Terry added that every hand­

gu n sold already comes with a trig­

ger lock. Gun manufacturers placed 

th is policy voluntarily in 1996. 

Terry sa id he recently passed 

402-341-1969 
PHONE 

402-341-6581 

415 SOUTH 12TH ST 

OMAHA NE 68102 

FAX 

www.retrorecycle.com 

The Reform party was created 

because the two party systems be­

came a delusion , Sutton said. 

"Neither party offers voters a real 

choice; they talk about issues but 

never act," he said . 

Founding principles of the Re­

form Party include setting the high­

est ethical sta ndards for the White 

House , creating a new tax sys tem , 

setting term limits in Congress and 

promoting j obs in the United States . 

Crawford sa id that generall y the 

Democrats and Republicans don't 

represent third party issues. 

"They think the two parties aren't 

working well and want to offer a dif-

ferent optio n," Crawford said . 

In addit ion, Crawford sa id it is 

hard for third parties to get estahli shed 

because the system is governed by the 

governmen t-run by th e two parties . 

Matching funds are al so hard to get 

for third parties , while bo th the 

Democrats and Republicans get th em 

autom:lti cally. 

Se nior Steve J-Ioulden supports 

the Green Party, another major third 

party curre ntly running the in presi­

dential race. 

Houlden said the Green Party's 

candidate Ra lph Nader seems to be a 

genu ine ca ndidate who is more con­

cern ed with sup porting important is-

sues than getting elected. 

Iiou ide n saiLl that when he turns 

18 he wi ll most li ke ly register with 

th e Green Party . 

" It may be a waste of a vo te, but 

unle,s people arc will ing to do some­

thill g. [third part y cand idates [ will 

m;vc r gc t elected . 

He sa iLl that he delinitely encour­

ages the forma tion of third parties be­

cause Democrat s and Republicans 

support the same issues and are not 

going to get anything accompli shed. 

" 1 f we ca n break the two party 

Il1 ll llopn ly, we can carry the cause of 

Re fo rm a ll th e wa y to the White 

I louse."' S utt on said. 

Kiel makes first Congressional run 
By Michael Gerhardt 

Democratic candidate for 

congress Shelley Kie\ is counting on 

her experience as a teacher and a 

Nebraska legislator to take her to the 

United States Congress thi s up­

coming election. 

Kiel had been a Nebraska 

legislator for two 

terms and a teacher 

for 26 years before 

deciding to run for 

Nebraska's 2nd 

Di s trict 

Congressional Seat. 

Kiel is known to be 

a strong advocate of 

ed ucation and gun 

control. 

Kiel sa id she 

believes her 

experience as an 

educator will help in 

her fight for better education III 

Nebraska and nationwide schools . 

"I think my experience as a 

teacher gives me a better knowledge 

of how classrooms really work and 

what resources are neces sa ry to 

provide a good education," Kiel said. 

Kie\ also said she believes it is 

up to the students to work for their 

best education. She said that 93 

percent of students agree that student 

disruption is the biggest problem in 

classrooms. 

In her two terms as a legislator, 

Kie\ has pu shed fo r better retirement 

packages for OPS teachers. But Ki el 

ac kn ow led ges that the bi gges t 

prob lem in OPS is the teacher pay 

disc repanc ies. 

" It 's a really se riou s iss ue 

because we' I'e not on ly see ing people 

not go into teac hin g because o f th e 

salary issues, we're seeing teachers 

leave the profess io n because o f sa lary 

iss ues," Ki e l 

said . " Th ere 

are things the 

state (an d o 

an d there are 

thin gs the 

federal 

governm e nt 

CJn do" 

Kiel sa id 

the state can 

provide direct 

aid to the 

sc h oo l 

distri cts to improve teacher pay, but 

the federal re sources ha ve to come 

through costs like repairing sc hoo ls. 

Kie l said she does not beli eve in direct 

federa l support for teacher sal aries. 

The rec ent OPS prin c ipal 

spending cap, Kiel sa id, contributes 

to inequalit ies amongst th e schools. 

Kiel sa id th e deci , ion was made 

without thinkin g. 

" [ don ' t think OPS considered 

that simply do in g a blanket cap o n 

princ ipals [s pending] at sc hoo ls is 

going to result in inequity. Schoo ls 

that have J wea lth y populati on will 

get [fund s to s pend ]. the poorer 

school s will not." Kiel said. 

Kiel a lso spo nsored safe schoo ls 

leg islat ion du rin g her term, as we ll as 

gra nt s and other bonuses fo r tho se 

who go into teac hin g. 

Anothe r huge part o f Kiel's 

c am pai g n ha s bee n her ques t for 

li gh ter gun c()ntrol. Kie l is a strong 

ad vocate of ma ndatory trigger loc ks 

and background checks at gun shows. 

" We need to llIake sure guns are 

secu re . .. I think all gun dealers need 

to be licen sed. If you' re a gun dealer 

and you ' re not lice nsed yo u d on ' t 

have to do hackground checks. You'd 

don't have to do anyt hing except se ll 

guns ." ' Kicl said. 

She , aid mos t un - licensed gun 

dea lers are at gun shows. 

Kiel has al so worked on banni ng 

th e importa ti o n of hi gh capacity 

ammunition c lips . Ki el sa id the 

lllanufactuI ~ in g of these clips was 

ill egal in the US, but not im porting 

them was not. 

She al so he lped s to p a law 

a ll owing Ne hl ~aska n s to ca rry 

c o nce ale d weapo ns. S he is al so 

pushing for parental c ivil lia bility 

laws, so that if a child uses a g un in a 

crime, the parents of the child can be 

held I·esponsible. 

"We need to ma ke s ur e that 

adu lt s who do no t secure thei r guns 

are subject to seve re penalty," Kie\ 

sai d. ' 
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Name: Raquel RodrIguez 

Ale"" 

Subjects: Spanish 1-2, 3-4 

Why Central? "Because 

wanted to know the educa­

tional system in this country." 

Name: Tarah Baumert 

Subjects: Algebra 3-4, Trig, 

Why Cenral? " I wanted to be 

in Omaha near my fami Iy and 

I deci ded that I liked Central 

the most. " 

Name: Amanda Beery 

S uhjects: Alge hra 3-4, E ­

Math 

Why Central? " Man y differ­

ent reaso ns : The high aca­

demic standards, atmosphere, 

location , and diversity." 

.' 
~ ... . ~ 

Name: Gene Boeka 

Subjects: World Geography, 

American Histroy 

Why Centra!'? "My family 

a nd I wanted to move to 

Omaha for a better education 

for our c hildren. The only 

high sc hoo l I wanted to teach 

at was Central." 

Name: Jodi Gail Borosko 

Subjects: World History, U.S . 

History 

Why Central? " I have a l­

ways had a strong interest in 

history and education ." 

Name: Linda Brock 

Subjects: biology 

Why Central? "The opportu­

nity to teach biologhy part time 

was gi ven to me and I took it. I 

feel very fortunate to be here." 

Name: Patrick N. Brown(no 

pictures available) 

Subjects: Algebra 1-2,3-4 

Why Central? " My wife 

wanted to pursue graduate 

work in music at UNL; I told 

her to find where she wanted 

to do her work and I would fol­

low. I believe Central to be the 

A+ ofOPS." 

Name: Chad Bums 

Subjects: math 

Why Central? "I followed my 

wife here. She is in medical 

school. " 

Name: Jess Busse 

Subjects: AP Chemistry, 

Why Central? "I wanted to 

teach chemistry full-time and r 
thought teaching of Central 

would be enjoyable." 

Name: Kri s Chavez 

Subjects: Aerobics, Fitness for 

Living, Team Sports 

Why Central? " I was hired to 

help build a new aerobics pro­

gram ." 

Name: Roger Hasz 

Subjects: Pathways 

Why Central? " I heard about 

the outstanding tec hnology 

program here and wanted to be­

come a part of it. " 

Name: Cara Heminger 

Subjects: French 

Why Central? "I had heard 

about the great French students 

at CHS from many people , and 

they were nice enough to hire 

me!" 

Name: Larry 1ohnson 

SUbjects: CAD 

Why Central? "CAD." 

Name: Toni Kerr 

Subjects: German 

Why Central? " I am here at 

Central to teach the AP German 

class. I'm a German native and 

I am assisting Mr. Moore." 

Name: Stephen Ki bier 

Subjects: English 9,10 

Why Central? No answer 

Name: Derek L. Leslie 

SUbjects: Pathways 21 

Why Central? " I have a fam­

ily history at Central, and the 

diverse student body, class se­

lection , and great staff are all 

motivation factors." 

Name: Sandra McCreight 

Subjects: AP Biology 3-4, 

Biology 1-2 

Why Central? " It was time for 

a change. I am impressed with 

Central's reputation for excel­

lence in preparing students for 

the future." 

Name: Nancy Medina 

Subjects: Human Growth 

Why Central? " I wanted to 

pick up some grad. hours, teach 

senior hi gh, and most of all, 

have someone else tell me what 

to do." 

Name: Ron Moore 

Subjects: German 

Why Central? " I was inter­

ested in working with more of 

a variety of people and stu­

dents ." 

Name: Mindy Morgan 

Subjects: Algebra 1-2, General 

Math · 

Why Central? " It is such a 

great school in general. " 
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Name: Miguel Angel Paez 

Munoz 

Subjects: Spanish 1-2 and 3-4 

Why Central? "Well, because 

I'm paid for it! (kidding) I was 

chosen by the Nebraska 

Board of Education to teach in 

Omaha in an education pro­

gram." 

Name: Ryan Murtaugh 

SUbjects: Physical Education 

Why Central? "It is an excel­

lent school with a fine reputa­

tion, both athletically, and aca­

demically." 

Name: Susan F. Myers(No pic­

ture available) 

Subjects: ESL (English as Sec­

ond Language) 

Why Central? "I love to teach 

and ESL." 

Name: Christine Pfeifer 

Subjects: Honors Algebra 3-4; 

AB Calculus 

Why Central? "Because Cen­

tral has an excellent academic 

tradition and all of the best 

students go here." 

Name: Dana Salvador 

Subjects: (ESL) English as a 

Second Language 

Why Central? "I heard that it 

was a really good sc hool." 

Name: Jerry Sill 

SUbjects: French 1-2 and :\-4 

Why Central? "Looking to 

the challen ge of a larger 

school and curri culum. " 

Name: Mark Smith 

Subjects: chemistry, ph ys ics 

Why Central? "I moved to 

Omaha after graduating to gel 

married. I found a job here al 

Central. " 

Name: Dwaine F. Sutter 

Subjects: JROTC 

Why Central? "To have an 

impact on young li ves." 

Name: Bob Tucker 

Go 

eel 

01 
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No 

Subjects: World Geograph \" .IlII"~n 

Amelican Hi story 

Why Central? "I was inter 

ested in workin g in a h i ~ 

school with a s tron 

academireputation and had 

varied student popUl at ion," 

Name: Ryan Wise 

Subjects: US History; World 

History 

Why Central? " ) am teacl1 -

ing at Central because of il> 

excellent academic rcpul ~I ' 

tion . " 
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God in Politics 

Central's Switch to Nine 

Periods 

The Napster Lawsuit 

filled 
a brim with 
and memories 

[ like seaports. 

I had just spent a week on a cruise in 

)ICece, visiting exotic islands with exquisite 

("'lb and beautiful, white sanqy beaches 

;-, Lilly of which were topless beaches, but 

' rrl} i'or 85-year. old hermaphroditic sea ur­

. . lll l'cople with excessive mole hair) and all 

,t those wonderful things. 

As if it were poss ible, my trip was made 

lI er by Ihis seaport eaphoria. Find the deep­

£. darkest, dankest, most pungent bowel of 

[HOP restaurant and it can't possibly com­

re: lO a seaport. Also, there were roughly 

8057 people in the seaport, all trying to get 

heir luggage, which in Greece, has a mini­

lI lll weight of38957 pounds and has to look 

;(L lly the same. Customs in Greece is great, 

I also liked how many cigarette butts I 

,)ulld on the ground. It's not like you, the 

, Ilh\'. extremely nice person needs to throw 

m in the garbage can. 

It may only take five or six extra steps 

H Yllu r lethargic, emphysema-ridden, car­

'I llogen-infested, clump of malignant carbon 

; a body, but it probably is not worth it. 

oke all you want, and please, please make 

c look at your garbage. Later on, we'll go 

nd have a barbecue. 

I loved how they drove in Italy, with an 

ying, skull-exploding passion. 

I loved how the people from towns with 

mes like Sqytr drove. It was great. They 

rove on the sidewalks, the drive through 

, into plate'glass wrndows, through crates 

f chickens and often on the power lines. 

Of course, they do all of these absolutely 

things al the wonderful speed of 

.895 ,739,456 mph while applying their make 

'po tal king on their cell phone, changing the 

nlume on the stereo, bathing, reading a book 

no giving birth to a horse. 

T hey're often dressed as the Kool-Aid 

la n, Then they came crashing through a brick 

:11 1 and gave people flavored drinks. 

One of my favorite parts of the trip was 

'ng about the intoxication level everyone 

:1\ goi ng to reach while we were there. Isn't 

why you come to foreign countries? 

[ mean, who cares about the scenery or 

I~to ry or breath-taking beauty of the Forum 

tile Coliseum? Who cares about that? 

The opinion of the Register !.ta.ff 
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The Nebraska Electric Chair 
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OUTRAGED This 

collage, made by Marylyn 

Felion after the execution 

of Willi Otey in 1994, 

illustrates the intense 

emotions at executions. The 

collage has toured the state 

of Nebraska several times 

in various art shows. 

This process is repeated an interminable 

amount of times. 

No t when there are extremely cheap 

wberry daiquiris, which looked to me to 

Il ~is t of nothing but camel vomit and ny- After several 

On the surface, the procedure is shock­

ingly quick and simple. 

The convicted man (or woman) is es­

corted into a room, strapped into the electric 

chair and secured. 

The end result is a dead body and ten 

shocked witnesses. 

['m insanely fond of people who make 

of the homeless. I love it when people 

il' k on the dow ntrodden and depressed. I 

n' l think they ' re miserable enough. I think 

u insensitive children should go and pick 

Ihem more often . Do it as degradingly as 

ib le, you extremely lovable, huggable, 

person you . 

One thing I did find very amusing was 

mopeds in Italy and Greece. There were 

usands of them, weaving in and out of the 

botched executions, 

the electric chair 

comes under public 

scrutiny 

A mask is then placed over the guilty 

party's head and a curtain is pulled back to 

reveal ten witnesses on the o ther side of a glass 

partition . 

A few seconds later, a switch is pulled. 

The body convul ses . After a certain 

amount of time, the circuit is cut and Ihe vic­

tim is checked for vital signs. 

If he (or she) is still a li ve, the mask is 

replaced and the switch is pull ed aga in. 

Commonly known as "The Chair", it 's 

the manner in which Nebraska deals with in­

dividuals who have been accused and con­

victed of first-degree murder, which is defined 

as willful, deliberate and premeditated kill­

ing o r killing while committing another 

felony. 

For the most part, executions given in the 

chair go off without a problem. But there are 

• Turn to DEATH PENALTY, page 12 

Ie walking, coming within mere inches 

' hi tt ing each other. 

Now, we a ll know that mopeds don't ac­

Iy look very cool. In fact, it's very diffi-

11 10 look even the least bit coolon a moped. 

Clear cut roles make for an abundance of ignorance 
in Italy, people tried it any ways . Ideas are the meat I want to sink my teeth 

You had yo ur average Italian stud; his into. . 

hair s li cked back , wearing his average Censorship, totaUtarianism, workism and 

alian stud c lothing, Then he mounts hi s feminism are the meat I want to bite, chew 

,. a purple moped ; and roars o ff. up and swallow. 

I could barely stand . These are the things I'm going to try my 

hardest to make arguments against, and I'm 
----___________ .. fll.irly certain it isn't 

Political Cartoon going to be that 
difficult. 

But I'm going to 

do it my way. 

People told me 

that I should attack 

people in my 

column. 

They said that I 

s ho uld point my 

finger at certain 

people and wag it disapprovingly. 

They told me to take strong sides on an 

I ~_'::::=:==~=="=::::'_-I issue, to point out who I like and who I don't 
like. But that's not my style, 

Bush looks r m an attack dog, yes . But I attack ideas, 

not people, 

Before you even read the words, "Read r---------------. Between the Lines" you made up your mind 

for a platform 
to call his own . 

Pg 11: 

whether] was a good guy or a bad guy. 

You may not even have ever met me. 

Yo u have some ink o n paper and a 

mugshot, and you think that's enough to let 

you know what kind of person I am . 

Oh yeah, I'm a perceptive, anti : PC, 

iconoc lastic, social commentator, 

No? 

Maybe yo u 

think I look more like 

a se lf-indulge nt, 

pretentio us, a tt ac k 

dog of a sexist in faux 

libertarian clothing? 

Whatever yo ur 

feeling s are. they 

don't rea lly matter, 

Yo ur love a nd 

hate sw itches with 

the wind . Like the Yankees fan that cheers a 

Wade Boggs that pl ays for New York with 

the same vehemence he booed him when 

Boggs was on the Red Sox . 

You keep your nose in the air, catching 

the prevailing s tink. 

Now you may not picture yourself as an 

indi vidua l with such a closed mind. Mos t 

peop le won' t. 

Maybe you agree with Republicans on 

some issues, and the Democrats on others. 

You may switch si des in this cop and 

robber world, but you ' re still playing cops and 

robbers. 

All little kids do the same thing. 

Think of the confusion a child watching 

te levision could go through . 

Here 's th e pirate , Lo ng John Silver. 

Sometime he's reall y nice to Jim Hawkins, 

going so far as to save hi s life . 

But sometimes he's mean, doing things 

like stea ling Hawkins' treasure map and 

caring only for money. 

It's frustrating . Is Silver a good guy or a 

bad guy? 

And if the kids don' t know, how can they 

know whether to cheer or boo? 

Little kids are look ing for a dividing line 

to tell them whether something is good or bad. 

They want to be able to judge a person 

by his looks, as opposed to the actions that 

person may carry out. 

Common little kid stuff; they want to 

make Ihings easier on theselves. You can ' t 

blame them for that. 

The sad part is that for most people, that 

kind of thinking doesn't end with puberty. 

Movies, television, government. school 

and other institutions cause it to persist our 

entire lifetimes. 

You want to be able to tell whether a 

person is good or bad. 

Saddarn Hus~p.in kills babies. Mother 

Teresa saves them. It 's that simple. 

NO IT ISN'T! 

Yo buckaroos, there are no good people. 

Only people. 

I can imagine what our class reunion will 

be like in twenty years. 

People will be coming in from all walks 

of life. 

I'll be watching the crowd with interest, 

waiting to see if an old friend that I somehow 

lost track of comes through the door. 

Then I'll see myoId administrator across 

the way and run to greet him. 

We ' ll joke, reminisce, and might find out 

that after this whole game called high school 

is said and done, we get along pretty well. 

I played my part as disillusioned teen, and 

he played his as an administrator. 

So then what was the point ofthe game? 
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For the love of God 
E

ver since the Constitution of the 

United States was penned, there 

has been an enforced golden rule in 

American Politics: Keep religion out. 

religion into their platforms, and even 

more have simply vocalized their religious 

views during political speeches and events. 

Now that rule has come under fire. 

Many political groups have worked 

This kind of blatant disregard for such 

an instrumental document cannot be 

tolerated, especially on the campaign trail. 

Wh e th er it is th e Re form their constituents. Therefore, all 

Part y cla imi ng that politics should 

mirror the intentions of God or the 

GOP press ing for prayer in public 

attempts to involve religi on in 

politics should be rejected imme­

diately, no questions asked. 

schoo ls, re­

li g io n in 

politics is a 

bi g iss ue 

th is e lec tion 

year. 

EDITORIAL 

The first problem 

with including religion in 

politics is the First Amend­

ment. The preaching of re-
• • • • • • • • • 

With 

good inte n-
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tions or not, in volving re ligion in 

polit ics is still risky business. Poli ­

ticians should do whatever it takes 

to sustain a centri st view on po­

liti cal issues and not involve reli­

gion. 

ligious ideals can never be 

justified anywhere in the 

U.S . go vernment. The 

United States' ideals would 

quickly deteriorate if our govern­

ment adopted religous views. 

The founding fathers estab­

li shed the First Amendment for 

good reasons. 

ity or not, alienates others that do 

not practice that religion. 

The First Amendment was 

established to maintain the rights 

of the few. Trying to strengthen 

this amendment by injecting poli­

tics with religion would ultimately 

lead to its demise. 

The second problem that sur­

faces when religion is incorporated 

into politics is the sudden appear­

ance of politicians' personal poli­

cies. If incumbents were to estab­

lish policies based on the views of 

their religion, what would happen 

when that representative left office 

and another politician took his 

place? 

sonal policy, detracting from the 

goals of majority rule. 

I 

~ ~Congress shall make no laws respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances. " 
FIf ~" AM8\[)t-lfNrTO TI1H".() NS,TlV fO;.l O F m E t r.-; mD ~" A T (?;, M nRID 1JIl ~ 15.17;)1 

for the good of the people . Lall 

are made by the people, for the 

people. Politicians make laws and 

the citizens should abide by thuse 

laws . Laws should not be decided 

based on the religious beliefs 0 
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The Golden Rule of politics 

is not to invo lve personal views. 

The Fi rs t Amendment pro­

tects everyone 's inalienable right 

to indi vidual religious views . 

Implementing legislation and poli­

cies based on one religion, major-

Basing political views on re­

ligion would provide politicians 

with infinite amounts of flexibil­

ity when enacting their own per-

If politicians were puppets 

with strings being pulled by a di­

vine creator, then the political 

views of the United States would 

quickly be forgotten . 

The United States is a land 

of the free. Freedom is a hard con­

cept to totally grasp, but what re-

mains clear is the need to main­

tain minority rights and include ev­

eryone in governmental affairs . It 

is hypocritical for a politician to 

enact a policy that crushed the 

rights of the minority and then jus­

tify it by saying that the policy was 

what God intended . 

those po liticians. Enacting l aw. O~-, 

based upon personal views make 

The United States is a repub­

li c where po liti c ia ns represent 

Politics is a game based on 

reality. Political issues are decided 

politics a game of the unknown. 

distorting its real intention. 

Central receives grants for renovations aimed at improving surroundings 
E very year, students arri ve at 

school and are welcomed by the 

sweltering heat , a cramped audi­

torium and inefficient cafeterias . 

T ha t ro u-

of these major improvements will 

bring Central into the 21 st century. 

Among these proposed im­

provements are: heating and air 

duct upgrades, plumbing 

tine w ill a ll 

change in the 

near future . 

EDITORIAL 
upgrades, electrical im­

provements, lighting and 

technological advance­

ments, masonry work 

and roofing repairs. 

• • • • • • • • • 

As every 

s tude nt pro b­

ably knows by 

now, a school 
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of 

the Register 
The school district 

bo nd issue passed last year will al­

low Centra l to receive many reno­

vations, including air condition­

ing. 

Central is oft en seen as the 

forgotten high school in regards to 

modern fac ilities. but the addition 

hopes to ~ ~ gin construc­

tion during fhe summer or fall of 

2001. 

The changes will affect al­

most every part of the school, from 

the fourth floor cafeterias to the au­

ditorium in the basement. 

One highlight of the proposed 

Nine period day causes 
problems, fixes little 

Centra l's change fro m a ten­

peri od to a nine-period day does 

not work. 

The intent o f th e sc hedule 

c hange wa s to f ree up mo re 

classroo ms during the day and 

extend the lunch periods so that all 

stude nts could ge t thro ug h the 

lunch lines. 

These things had to be done 

in order to 

in which classes take place. 

Many honors and advanced 

placement classes are scheduled to 

take place at the same time of day. 

T his means that in certain 

cases, students that would like to 

take all honors classes cannot do 

so. 

For many students, thi s limits 

their possible grade point-average 

and, in turn, lowers their 

prepare for the 

o ns la ug ht o f 

new s tu de nt s 

th a t were 

expec te d to 

EDITORIAL 
academic status at 

school. 
• • • • • • • • • 
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This impact is most 

prevalent when a student 

applies for college, and 

the schoo l thinks they 

year. 

Unfortunately, the schedule 

change also had s(jme unforeseen 

side effects that were not prepared 

for. 

For example, if a student takes 

an honors science class thi s year, 

th e c lass must take up two full 

class peri ods. 

This rul e was the same last 

year, but many students worked 

bo th sc ie nce peri ods int o th e 

lunc htime classes. 

By doing thi s, it was possible 

to make the two-period sc ie nce 

class take up the equi valent of one 

class peri od . 

Now, the student is requ ired 

to take the sc ie nce class fo r two 

peri ods o n one day. 

O n the nex t day. however, the 

s tud e nt has to sac rif ice a full 

period of that class fo r a study hall. 

T his stud y hall makes for 

more relaxed schedules , yes, but 

many stude nts do not want that. 

Stude nts would rath er have a 

Single peri od of sc ience every day. 

Thi s woul d make room fo r another 

class, thus allowi ng the student to 

earn another credit. 

Another pitfall o f the new 

sc hedu le is in rega rd s to the order 

are less acade mically 

successful then the student really 

is. 

This may affect whether or 

not the student gets accepted or 

what standing that student receives 

upon entering that school. 

The point of high school is to 

learn as much as possible in the 

four years that are spent there. 

In short, the goal of public 

schools should be to maximize the 

student's time spent on education, 

not waste it. 

If the new schedule prohibits 

students from max imizing their 

day, then the real foc us o n 

education is lost. 

It th en becomes painfully 

obvious that thi s new sc hedule 

does not work . 

The new nine-period day has 

led to an increase in student­

related problems. 

Granted , the new sc hedule 

might make mo re clas srooms 

available, but this change should 

not ha ve been made at the students ' 

expense. 

Th e nin e- perio d day has 

caused more problems than it has 

fi xed, and that is the exac t opposite 

of what the school system should 

be doing. 

plan is the complete renovation of 

the auditorium. 

the taxpayers of Omaha $15.2 mil­

lion. 

The district has not released 

a definite schedule for the comple­

tion of the various projects, but the 

renovations will be well worth the 

wait. 

be side effects of the renovation s. 

But if the construction is to 

run smoothly, student cooperat ion 

and understanding is goi ng to he 

required. 

New auditorium seating will 

be installed, catwalks will be con­

structed , and the stage will be 

renovated to better accommodate 

the population of the school. 

Also, a new cafeteria and 

kitchen addition will be built to 

replace the dysfunctional facilities. 

The school will also probably 

undergo inconveniences like those 

that Benson and North High un­

derwent when they were remod­

eled. 

The courtyard might end up 

having to house classes while air 

ducts are installed in regular class­

rooms, because Central does not 

After all, the school will cer­

tainly profit from these planned 

renovations. 

The planned improvements 

look like they will complement the 

existing school structure perfect ly. 

The planners and district oj· 

ficials that are planning thi s event 

should all be congratulated and The current cafeteria and 

kitchen will be converted into 

classrooms. This will help reduce 

class size and will lead to a more 

functional fourth floor. 

have an abunpanEe of empty c1ass­

Throughout all of the chaos 

that will take place during the mul­

tiple improvements, students need 

to keep reminding . themselves of 

what the· final results .will be. 

thanked. 

rooms. I 

But what will the cost of these 

mammoth construction projects 

be? 

These renovations will cost 

Dana, Larson, Roubal and As­

sociates, the same company that 

was involved in the latest renova­

tion of Central in the 1970s, will 

be assigned to underta ke the 

projects. 

Unfortunately, the construc­

tion will probably prove to make 

the environment of the school ' 

more hectic. 

Dust, noise, and the closing 

off of sections of the building may 

More importantly, the citizem: 

that voted for the bond should b-,' 

praised. 

Citizens have proven that the\' 

have an interest in revitalizi n ~ 

Omaha's public schools, and t h ~ ! t 

is something to be proud of. 

Letters, E-mails and Faxes 

Seniors earned more respect 

I think that seniors should be able 

to have open campus lunch. 

I have lunch sixth hour. I have 

only been able to eat lunch twice 

because of the insanely long lunch 

line. 

It would be faster and cheaper for 

me to run down to Taco Bell or 

McDonald's. 

Why haven 't we ever been given 

the opportunity to prove our class can 

handle the independence of an open 

lunch? 

Is Dr. Thompson afraid we won' t 

come back for afternoon classes? 

Who would suffer from that? 

Only the students who were 

dumb eno ugh to violate their 

privileges of leaving campus. 

I have go ne to Central s ince 

freshman year, and the onl y thing that 

I have earned as a senior is a spot in 

the senior parking lot. 

What would it hurt to allow 

seniors to have an open campus 

lunch ? 

Elizabeth Haskell, 12 

Politicians infringe on rights 

I feel it is ridiculous that almost 

all candidates are willing to blatantly 

infringe on taxpayer 's rights , and 

most people are eating it up with a 

spoon. 

Politicians are slowly taking 

away our second amendment rights 

and too many citizens are welcoming 

it. 

I believe it wa s Benjamin 

Franklin who said, "Anyone willing 

to give a bit of freedom for a bit of 

security deserves neither." 

Giving up the freedom to protect 

yourself doesn' t offer safety, but the 

exact opposite making a person more 

vulnerable and weak. 

I was given my first gun when I 
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was eight and was taught how to care 

for it and how to fire it. 

Not once did I have a friend over 

to play with it. 

By giving me a gun of my own, 

my parents successfully took away all 

curiosity and gave me a respect for 

the power of a weapon. 

When I turn eighteen one of the 

first things I plan to do is exercise 

my second amendment right by 

purchasi ng a firearm and joining the 

NRA. 

Ho pefully, the na ti o n will 

recog nize the mistake th e y are 

ma king before aboli shing suc h a 

valuable and precious right. 

Matt Griffin, 12 

Drug presence felt in school 

A major problem that faces 

Central High as well as many other 

high sc hoo ls is drug use a nd 

di stribution. 

I see peo ple e very morning 

sitting in their cars smoking weed. 

I see groups o f people after 

school lighting up as well. 

That doesn't bother me as 

much as seeing it in school. 

Everyda y, especially at 

lunch, I see people selling drugs 

to other students . 

I know it's very difficult to 

catch peo ple doing this, but I 

think the rest of the sc hool 

deserves the facuIty and staff to 

try a little harder to do so. 

For the most part, the little 

bit of selling and smoking 

marijuana and other drugs will 

not offset other students . 

But the fact remains: It just 

shouldn't be going on at schoo l. 

Dustin Moyer, 12 

Cheating affects everyone 
I am sure that we all have 

come ac ross someone that has 

cheated here at school. 

Heck , you yourself might 

even have done it once or twice. 

Or you might be one ofthem, 

you know, the ones who couldn' t 

pass a test without their cheat 

sheet if thei r life depended on it,. 

It is really upsetting when 

you work hard on something and 

only get a decent grade. 

It is e ven more upsetting 

when the kid next to you gets an 

excellent grade. 

But it is the worst to find out 

he got the grade s impl y by 

copying o ff of his friend . 

It is not fair. 

The worst part is fo r us 

seniors, colleges will look at our 

transcripts and only see numbers. 

They will not see who was a 

cheater and who wasn' t. 

Well , once we get into the 

real wo rld, maybe the cheaters 

will learn their lesson. 

Nikki Seffron, 12 
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e InIon 
'Information Superhighway' loses all relevance 

The Internet is overrated. . to-dos . o~ corporat.eAmerica 's hierarchy saw topic he was searching for. Internet is decaying, computer junkies and flrOP 
The Internet, which at one time had more advertlsmg potential. Throughout the years a number of dif- web surfers do have something to be excited 

llienlial than the advent of the television, has In the same light, freeloaders found a fast ferent ideas have plagued the Internet. about. 

izzled and died , yet people are still addicted form of transportation for smuggled products, Online gambling and pornography Recent trends are showing that the next 

(1 it. such as software and music. has become commonplace, and it is nearly im- technological frontier may be what the fore-

The Internet The 'superhighway', as possible to enforce local and federal laws on fathers of the Internet originally anticipated; 

'ou ld have, if used it is known now, is much dif- such formats on the Internet. advanced communication. 

rope rly, been the ferent than what the ambi- The most recent trend to help devalue the Email is easily one of the greatest points 

ILlr ld 's greatest re- tious programers of the World Wide Web is the advent of 'e-com- on the Internet's resume, and it looks as if 

·(1l1rce. 1980s and 90s foresaw. merce'. communications might move forward in the 

But due to mis- This superhighway has Almost every major company, and nearly nearfuture. 

,e. lack of mainte- been overused to the point all small businesses have hopped on the e- There have already been developments 

ance and absence of that it is no longer passable commerce bandwagon, and many fall off be- in the field of Internet long-distance, which 

c~lI lations, the and is no longer the most di- fore they have shifted out of first gear. will possibly break up the telephone service 

nternet has become rect way to get to peoples' in- It is not only the small business owners monopoly that is in place today. 

Jne of the biggest formational needs. that take the bait and then get caught, big bus i- With the use of digital cameras, video 

~ e,o res in pop culture today. This is evident to anyone who has ever ness America is being damaged. phones are slowly becoming a possibility. 

It is not without its admirable points, but used the Internet to research anything. CDNow.com's stock has plummeted Things once seen in Science Fiction mov-

1, misfortune has it, it has been plagued with With an average Internet search us- by more than 80 percent over the past ies are assimilating into pop culture. 

number of huge problems which can all be ing some of the common search en- two years. The Internet has a lot of work to be done 

raced back to one thing; greed. gines today a person is likely to The infamous online book- on it before it becomes a true information su-

During the early and mid 1990s, the tech- find hundreds of sites in which store Amazon.com has yet to perhigh way, but steps are currently being 

S ulvgical boom of the time promised an in- his topic came up. turn a profit in a single year taken to make it that way. 
he 

ormat ion superhighway within five to ten He would be lucky of its existence. If nothing else, though , the information 
nd 

'cars. if five of them have any Although the cur- superhighway has provided an interesting 
se Like any well traveled highway, the well- relevancy at all to the rent condition of the ride. 
ed 

s 0 Ten Websites You Should Never Visit 
es 

n, I) www.deathbywhirlingblades.com ~ 

A graphic description of one boy's science project. ffi 
2) www.midgets4sale.com m 

o The E-commerce website to fill all your midget needs . J: 
(!) 

3) www.jelIobymail.com ~ 

Perfect for holiday mail order. ~ 
..J 

4) www.essaysbylloyd.com z 
i= 

Forgot to do your theme? Lloyd can help. m 
5) www.pi.comi5 

3.1415 ... so on and so forth. Helpful for reports, otherwise,worthless 

ar trouble makes for after school fun 
It all started at approximately 4 p.m. 

1 had just finished the second day of 

'hool and was looking forward to heading 
ffii>: ' , ... . .. " . 

. Upon reaching' and unfocking my car~ I 

iscovered that my power locks were not 

mctioning. 

"Hey, that's alright," I thought. 

Then, I turned the key and my car refused 

1 start. The starter 

med, but the car did 

ot start. 

1 immediately 

nked at my lights. 

Naturally, I had 

ft them on. 

So I tried to find 

nne of my peers to 

elp me jumpstart 

y car. 

Then 1 realized that all of them have ei­

ler left before or immediately at 2:50. 

I did find someone, but their battery was 

01 the same size as mine and that led to a lot 

r smoke and foul odors. 

The paradox about jumpstarting a car is 

at one either finds a knowledgeable soul 

ithout cables or a person with cables who is 

o afraid that you will break his car. 

I was quickly running out of options, so 

headed towards school. 

I was frantically trying to find someone 

lal could help me because I was expected at 

ork in about 45 minutes . 

I asked the lawn guy, a counselor, and 

orne football practice spectators, but no one 

ould do anything to better my situation 

I asked ajanitor and made the rounds in 

e basement. 

At this point, I had concluded that young 

women are the most likely to have a pair of 

jumper cables in their car. 

I do not know why. Maybe 1 am making 

: 'just another one of my ignorant and stupic 

generalizations again 

Anyways, I asked the first person I saw 

at school. She wanted to make me a deal. 

She would jumpstart my car if I would 

star in a commercial they were taping out by 

the steps of the three side. 

1 agreed because I 

needed a ride home and a 

commercial sounded like a 

good idea. 

The commercial turned 

out to be an advertisement 

about Mrs. Shelly Kiel for 

her campaign for the second 

district house race. 

I was supposed to walk 

up the stairs behind the state senator while 

she gave some rhetoric about wanting to, 

"Make schools safer, classes smaller, and stu­

dents better." 

Halfway through the filming, I looked at 

my watch and thought to myself, "I was sup­

posed to be at work fifteen minutes ago." 

But a deal is a deal. 

I agreed to suffer through this and finish 

it, and my car did run at this point. 

I decided to shut my mouth and continue 

to run up and down the stairs of Central. 

After the shoot, the woman who jumped 

my car for me asked me if I would be inter­

ested in volunteering on a political campaign. 

Having a common interest for local poli­

tics and the fact that Kiel seemed pretty cool, 

I agreed. 

So Kiel for Congress and welcome to the 

Bahamas! 

6) www.quitpickingyoursore.com 

Find out how to treat that gangrenous scab on your elbow, you 

disgusting freak. 

7) www.mchammer.com 

Can't touch this, na na na na ... 

8) www.historyoftherubberband.com 

In the time of our forefathers, rubber bands . . . 

9) www.macrame.com 

It's all the rage, we swear 

10) www.jaroftoenailclippings.com 

Buy them in bulk! Get them for your friends! Hand 

t~em out for holidays! Put them in cakes! Just buy them! Please! 

ressures of Monday cause stress, Friday patiently awaited 
For some reason I always sleep the best 

ve minutes before my alarm goes off on 

onday morning. I toss the entire night, but 

4:25 a.m. I pass out into the deepest sleep 

f my life. 

Suddenly the 

larm of death goes 

ff and I am forced to 

ce reality. I have to 

o to school. 

The horror. I 

as so tired that I 

as thinking of play­

g sick. Then I real­

ed that if I played 

ck I would inevitably miss something in­

redibly important, like linear equations, or 

ansion, two of the most useless pieces of 

formation ever, both of which somehow 

ave control over whether or not I pass my 

ni or year. 

You wonder why there are so many stu­

id people in this world? It 's because they 

ere so busy learning math and science that 

ey completely forgot every shred of useful 

information that they ever had. 

I used to be an intelligent person. I would 

use big words and read lots of books. Now I 

am a complete flake. Want to know why? Be­

cause I read '''Great Expectations" in fresh­

man English, the most mean­

ingless book ever written. 

Now I frequently have 

trouble remembering my ad­

uress, but I can tell you about 

the symbolism between Pip 

and Miss Havisham. Yeah, 

I'm gonna get ahead in life. 

I decided to go to school 

and fill my head with more 

profitless information. I proceeded to do what 

I do every morning, spent an hour and a half 

doing anything but actually getting ready. 

This usually backfires when I realize that 

I have ten minutes until 1 have to leave and 

end up running around the house like a mad 

woman trying to get dressed. The only rea­

son that I don't just get ready is that it would 

be way too easy and therefore defeat my pur­

pose in life, which is to make everything much 

harder that it actually is. 

I finall y got to school (at six) and started 

pretending to do my homework. I didn't re­

ally do my homework because then I would 

have nothing to do in the first ten minutes of 

class . Instead I just sat there with a book in 

front of me and tried to look intelligent. This 

is so that when people actually start to arrive 

I don't look like a complete friendless loser; I 

simply look studious. 

Finally the bell rang and I was free to 

skip off to class and experience the joys of 

learning. So far I have learned two things that 

I will actually use in life 1) If a student places 

an open book on their desk they can sleep all 

they want. 2) NEVER eat school spaghetti . 

Don't ask why,just obey without question .. 

Luckily I haven ' t had to actually pay at­

tention in class so far this year. 

Because of my last name I am almost al­

ways placed next to a window and therefore I 

can daydream the entire hour. My philoso­

phy is that if a teacher is dumb enough to place 

you next to a window then he is telling you 

that the class isn't import enough to pay at-

tention to. 

Not that school isn't interesting. I really 

like listening to the girl who sits next to me 

talk about her nail polish choice for 40 min­

utes straight. 

She said that she perfectly matched the 

color to the little stripes in her shirt. She used 

many words to illustrate this to her pathetic 

little friend who was hanging on to her every 

word. I would have liked to hear how this con­

versation ended, but when she started talking 

about her new shoes I took my pen and shoved 

it through my skull. 

As the last bell rang I rushed out the 

door, beating, pinching and squeezing through 

the abnormally large crowd. I somehow man­

aged to find my car. I raced home to enjoy 

the brief but pleasurable bits of time before 

my brothers came home and filled our house 

with noise and chaos . 

As I fell asleep that ni ght, I am assured 

that the last thoughts that ran through my head 

would be of how likely it may be that we 

would have a freak snowstorm and school 

would be cancelled the next day. 

hat do you think about 

he new nine period day? 

"I have no time to do my work, 

I want homeroom back." 
Andy Adams, 12 

"I think it works for the 

advantage of everyone." 

Jamar Dorsey, 11 

"The day is too long." 

"The longer lunch periods and 

longer passing periods make the 

day go by faster." 
Anna Rafferty, 12 

I 

"I like not having a homeroom." 
Kari Belt, 9 

"I think it's stupid." 

Ashley Cox , 10 

"I can't really tell the 

di fference." 
Kerri Bahr, II 

"I like it because we have longer 

lunch and passing periods." 

July Sherman , 10 
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Tire opinion of tire Register staff 

Napster falsely accused of destroying music industry 
.' . b' k' C d bears the These artists are acting hke whiny Recently the music sharing pro- stili bought CDs, while only 35 per- su ~ect, ta en In ana a, . . 

, I Th d d d little babies who have had their toys gram called Napster has come under cent used Napster to make custom same resu ts. e stu y recor e 

fire for copyright infringement and CDs. Bes ides, people were making that 73 percent of users who do~n -

other crimes from artists, record com- custom CD's long before Napster be- loaded seven or more MP3 files 

panies and Congress. came so popular. purchased four or more in the past 

While these arguments are some- The same study found that 66 six months. 

what viable. the benefits o f Naps ter percent of students use Napster to Lars Ulrich, drummer for the 

far outweigh the consequences. preview music before they purchase roc k band Metallica, has spokell 

Napster uses encoded music CD CD's. Napster is most often used as vehemently against Napster. 

taken away. 

Contrary to popular belief, it is not 

always illegal to share, downl oad or 

have MP3s on one's computer. If a per­

son owns the album already, it is per­

fectly legal to download the MP3 . Dis­

tributing them to others who own the 

September 18, 2000 

Do you use Napster? 

No Yes 

,,. ;J ~ 

files, ca lled MP3s, and connects the a tool to preview music , not as a fci- Metallica, along with rapper Dr. 

use r to a server where N apster users 

can dow nload MP3s from each other. 

rum to Dre and others filed a $15 million 

album is also legal. 
Rapper Chuck D. made an excel- While 41 percent of Central slu-

th
o • • • H delJts admit to using Napster, 

lent point about IS entire SituatIOn . e 
the majority of them have only 

pointed out that if the record compa- downloaded 50 songs or le ss . 
nies had gotten this kind of technology 

coIl e c t lawsuit against the company. 

free mu- Metallica thought about filing 

sic. While individual lawsuits against users, 

EDITORIAL 
• • • • • • • • • 

II - 50 

45% 

How many MP3s do you 

have on your computer? 

More than 500 

5% 

I DC)! 

Napster is not the first file shar­

in g utility. People were using File 

Tran sfc::r Protocols (FTPs) years be­

fore Napster appeared , Napster just 

made th c whole process eas ier. 

The Opinion 

of thi s may but decided it would be futile . 
276 CENTRAL STUDENTS POLLED first, they would have used it to fit help L::~:::::::~~:"'::'':''''::'::'':::'':'':''::'''':'''':===-- ______________ -I 

One of the main arguments used 

by anists and record companies is that 

it takes away thei r revenue. They say 

a CD "bu rner" can be used to record 

these "stolen" MP3s on a CD for free, 

lead to Napster then banned over 

fewer al- 200,000 users who had down-
the Register 

bum sa les , it also increases customer loaded Metallica or Dr. Dre 's 

them, but since the people got it first, 

it's treated as some horrible thing. 

The di sc laimer that appears when 

a user opens Napster should preempt 

any lawsuit. It specifically outlines the 

Electoral drama dist,orts politics 
Most Central students cannot or to inanimate radioactive quarry dust 

will not vote , so why do we have to than the US citizens. sati sfaction. MP3s, but those users were later 

legality of its use. 
listen to all of thi s election POINT TWO : The Anti · A different s tudy by Jupiter reinstated. 

Thi s is fa lse, A study conducted 

by Gree n F ie ld Onlin e and 

YouthStrea rn Networks, 79 percent of 

co ll ege stude nts who used Napste r 

Communications found that users of They acknowledged these 

Napster are 45 percent more likely lawsuits were asinine. With all of 

to purchase new music , contrary to the studies listed , it could easily 

many allegations from the recording be assumed that Napster could 

industry. have boosted Metallica's or Dr. 

One of the first studies on this Dre's a lbum sales, not hurt them . 

The disclaimer informs the user 

that while thousands of MP3s have 

been authorized for distribution by the 

artists, millions of others have not and 

should not be reproduced for other uses. 

drama? 

do no t 

kn o w. but I do 

know that the 

"drama" of Al 

Gore's election 

bid and the 
-- ---------- --- ---------------~------------------------- "excitement" of 

• Death penalty are carried out in the United States a single guard sits at a large, metal Five members of the medi a are al- the Nebraska elections are driving 

ri ght now. desk, lowed to witness the execution, everybody insane due to their 

cont inued fro m page 9 Some states still use the gas Another hallway leads from Almost surely, members of the overwhe lming blandness and 

several instances where that has chamber to exec ut~ prisoners, but an the guardroom to a visitor's room. inmate's family will be present, as well stupidity. 

not been the case, overwhe lming majority of states kill The visitor's room has three chairs as members of the victim's family . AI Gore likes to kiss his wife, 

Th e execution of Allen Lee prisoners using lethal injection, sitting in a row and little else. The prisoner has a few seconds to America's lead ing pro ponent of 

Davis is probab ly the most infamous In fact, the only states that con- Thi s is the environment the speak to the witnesses, Most often, the Judaism thinks Joseph Lieberman is 

of execut ion mi shaps. Duri ng the ex - tinue to use the electric chair are condemned man must inhabit un- pri soner apologizes for his crimes. " too Jewish". 

ecutio n, which took place in Florida Georgia , Alabama and Nebraska. til hi s inevitable death. The mask is then placed over hi s POINT ONE: AI Gore's public 

last year. blood was seen to be ooz- Most states that use the death Every night of deathwatch the face and the first jolt is given . oscul atio n. 

ing from under the Davis' hooded face penalty switched to alternate meth- inmate's blood pressure is taken, The entire process can last any- AI Gore kissed his wife at the 

during the execution, ods of execu tion . body weight checked, and vital where from three to thirty minutes. Dem ocratic Nati onal Convention 

During hearings in Florida about In recent years, the electric chair signs recorded, so that on the day The inmates are made aware of over a month ago . Why does 

the const itutionality of the electric has been deemed as cruel and un- of the execution the correct amount this process while incarcerated, Then everybody still care? 

ch air, defense attorneys in troduced usual punishment. of voltage can be given. they are told exactly what date and time Is being ab le to kiss your wife in 

photographs of Davis taken immedi- These opinions are not unedu- A few days before the execu- they will be led through it themselves. fiont of 80,000 people in an 

a te I y after h is exec u ti 0 n, They cated, tion , the inmate is asked what he It almost seems as if there can be auditorium with millions watching a 

showed h is bloody face with th e A deeper look into the life of an wants for his last meal. no more horrible way to die . preresiquite for being president? 

leathcr mouthstrappushedupagains t inmate Then,onthedayoftheexecu- The electric chair is a cruel and un- If so, that qualifie s Donald 

hi s nose. EDITORIAL waiting tion , the prisoner is woken up and usual form of punishment. It should not Trump because he has kissed all of 

I n numerous cases wi tnesses • ••••• • • • for h is given his last meal. A priest is al- be allowed as a form of punishment in hi s 3,587 wives in like fashion . 

ha ve testi lied that the vict im's skin The Opinion exec u- lowed to talk to the prisoner and our judicial system, This little peck was rehearsed. _ 

"bubb lt:d", of t i o n counsel him, In stead, perhaps the Nebraska Al Gore is an emotionless little 

In Georg ia. tec hnica l difficu lti es the Register d ate Vital signs are checked and Unicameral should look to other states man who is just a mercenary for the 

with the chair resulted in one man be- sheds a the pri'soner is shackled. for assistance. Democratic Party with no opinions 

ing burned to death , lot of li ght on the si tuation , Six soldiers then lead the pris- Lethal inj ection seems to be a or feelings of his own. 

In 1997, flames shot from the One week before the execution, oner to the death chamber. A priest mu c h more pleasing, chea per al1d Not to mention the fac t that his 

he ad of dea th row inm ate Pedro the prisoner is put under deathwatch. is a llowed to accompany the in- easier method for everyone, wife is named Tipper. 

Medi na during hi s execution, Prisoners under deathwatch are taken mate if he pleases. Also, if Nebraska were to switch That fact alone shoul d 

In 1990, smoke poured from the to a differen t room than they have In the death chamber, the in- their method of capi tal puni shment to di squalify him from all j obs except 

hood of inmate Jess ie Tafero as he previously been incarcerated in, mate is offered diapers. The shock lethal injection, it could make the death the loudest and most dangerous. 

was put to death . Th e decor of the deathwatch of the electric chair is so great that penalty much more acceptable among For example, AI would fit in 

All of these examples of botched room is sparse, The state doesn't his bowels are released, Anal plugs citizens. perfectly in the uranium mines, 

e lectrocuti ons force officials and citi- want to risk any prisoners killing are also offered , In short, dogs are not even kill ed Placi ng o ur c urrent vice 

zens to ask themselves: Could there themselves, so the only fumiture in The inmate is then satin the using electrocution. They are given le- pres iden t in a mine ext ractin g 

be any other way? the room is a bed. chair and strapped in, thaI injections. quantities ofU-235 would serve other 

Of course there is. In fac t there A hallway leading away from The curtain is drawn back and Why should humans get any less purposes as well. 

are several methods of execution that the room ends in a guardroom, where the inmate sees several people. dignified treatment? He could probably relate better 

Defemat io n 

League had ~ 

press release and 

a segment on a 

mornin g ne ws 

progra m 

c riticizing Joe 

Lieberman for 

"appealing to voters along religiou, 

lines." 

In other words, the ADL is 

telling Lieberman to no t sho w 

anybody that he is Jewi sh wh il e 

running for vice-president. 

The ADL is predomi nant ly 

Jewish and so is Lieberman, so why 

are they telling him not to show hi, 

faith? 

Statements like this seem to be' 

counterproductive to the AD L's 

mission offighting anti-Semitism in 

the United States. It almost as if th ey 

are saying there are limits to being 

Jewish in today's society. 

So it a ll comes down to one 

question, What is theADL thinking') 

ADLRepresentative I: This Joe 

Lieberman fellow is sure making 

Judaism accessible to many people, 

,, _. A,P , ~ . R .e PIesent ative 2: No, not 

accessible Judai sm! 

Is thi s truly the message that the 

ADL wants to send') 

It would have been much more 

helpful for both the ADL an d 

Lieberman if this issue would have 

been di scussed in private. 

Inste ad the ADL c hose t ll 

alienate Lieberman fro m his own 

religion and refuse to support the first 

opportunity for the United States to 

have a minority as its vice presiden t. 

It is shameful to see what should 

have been a celebrated occurrence 

tarnished by the ADL's attempts to 

be overtl y politicall y correct. 
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COURTESY OF WARNER 
BROTHERS RECORDS 

Kiss roc 
By Michael Gerhardt 

They've followed the band 

since they were young. 

Most of them are old 

and balding, but th a t 

doesn't matter. Not to­

night. 

Tonight, they ' re 

young again. 

Tonight, it's Kiss . 

Kiss, Aug. 29, at the 

Civic Auditorium , in 

Omaha, Neb. ~ 

Fifteen years earlier, this 

show would have been any 

teenager 's dream. Today, it 

looks more like a convention for 

the middle aged "I still rock, I 

swear" groups. 

But the concert still did rock. 

A lot more than most concerts any­

more. 

But then again, it's Kiss. How 

could it not rock? 

The moment came that every­

one was waiti ng for. The lights went 

on, the sparks ' shot off, the flames 

exploded and Kiss came on stage. 

Paul, Ace , Peter and Gene, 

they were all there, fully painted. 

Every true, red-blooded American 

knows who these people are. 

While watching them play, a 

sense of disbelief occasionally rears 

its head. It 's Kiss. The Kiss. The 

loudest, most rockin' Rock and Roll 

band in the world. It was hard to 

believe its Kiss, playing live. 

dis -

P I a y 

screens the 

Civic has, 

they played 

early clips of 

Kiss , from 

when they 

first started to 

Omaha one last time 
ONE LAST KISS: Gene Simmons,' Paul Stanley, Peter 

Criss and Ace Frehley played at the Civic on Aug. 29 

eas -

i I Y 
picked 

out of 

the dis­

play. It 

was sti ll 

e x 
tremely 

cool. 

K iss 

played 

thr oug h 

man y 

more clas­

sic songs, a 

persona I 

fa vori te be­

ing "Lick It 

Up ." Paul 

Stanley 

ranted be­

After a few more songs, ev­

eryone left the stage except for 

Simmons, who began to play his 

quintessential bass solo, including 

the tongue and the blood. This was 

all expected. Everyone knows that 

Simmons does thi s kind of stuff. 

What was very unexpected 

though was his 10 foot vertical leap 

onto the rafters suspended above 

the stage. While Simmons is cer­

tainly no t the most amazing bass­

ist, his theatrics more than made up 

for it. His bloody face combined 

with his general size made him 

look pretty intimidating up there, 

high over the crowd. His mastery 

over the crowd was made clear by 

hi s vies for applause. A simple rais­

ing of the hands would bring a re­

sounding applause. 

Later on, Ki ss left the stage 

and Frehley came on alone, to play 

his ten minute guitar so lo. Like 

Simmons, Frehley is not an amaz­

ingly skilled guitarist. It looked like 

he missed half the notes he was try­

ing to play, but then again, it was 

quite a di straction when smoke 

began to belch from the neck 

pickup of his guitar. 

"It's a brand new guitar l It 

shouldn't be smoking yeti " Frehley 

said, sounding shocked. 

Kiss played a couple more of 

their timeless rock and roll tunes, 

before leaving the stage. The lights 

turned off, and shortly there after 

came the chants for an encore. 

Gene Simmons had his tongue 

(the on ly man ever to be able to lick 

his own chin), Paul Stanley did his 

fancy, effeminate foot work, Ace 

Frehley played his meandering gui­

tar solos and Peter Criss showed off 

his amazing drum work (amazing, 

that is, considering what he was 

wearing). 

before they broke up . After the song, 

Stanley loudly proclaimed his love of 

Omaha. 

After this, Kiss played another 

new song, "Millennial Man" and had 

another, much more impressive dis­

play of computer graphics. It was like 

a computer game, with a very amus­

ing plot. 

tween each song, thanking the audi­

ence for their long lasting support. 

Their entire set seemed to blur 

together, since at the volume they 

were playing, things tended to sound 

the same. The pyrotechnics were 

without a doubt the best part of the 

show. The music was there, but not 

nearly as good. Then again, very few 

people go to see Kiss for the music. 

It 's a lot like Gwar. 

A couple minutes later, Kiss 

appeared once again, to play their 

all time classic, " I Want to Rock 

and Roll All Night, and Party Ev­

eryday." The crowd went wild; 

confetti exploded from balloons 

above the crowd, each member of 

Kiss rose on platforms and the py­

rotechnics went insane. It was the 

biggest di splay of rock and roll 

ever. 

The first of the many, many 

memorable occurrences/songs 

throughout t~e evening was the co­

lossal rendition of "Do You Love 

Me?" On the massive display 

screen behind Kiss, as well as the 

The next amazing spectacle was 

one of their newer songs, "Psycho 

Circus," with ten-foot high flame jets, 

sparks and blinding flashing lights. A 

few computer graphics lit up the 

screen behind them, although most of 

the lighting up was done by the pyro­

technics. 

It looked like Kiss has been 

sucked into a time warp and forced 

to fight agains t bizarre aliens by 

shooting lasers out oftheir out of their 

instruments. This was all that was 

But hey, it's Kiss. What do you 

expect? 

_-.....~_.. ~ _." .1"' .. 

Bright Eyes' singer enjoys musician's life 
By Daisy Bonham-Carter 

Bright Eyes' band member Conor Oberst 

is unlike the average young adult that one hap­

pens to find in Omaha. 

Only 20 years old, Oberst has done well : 

Bright Eyes first album, "The Collection of 

Songs Written and Recorded 1995-1997" 

came out when he was ajunior in high school. 

Oberst was just starting hi s freshman year 

in high school when he held hi s fi rst concert 

in Omaha and also playing a national tour with 

other bands. 

Oberst, guitarist, pianist and singer in the 

current five-member band, Bright Eyes, has 

gone all around the world starting at a young 

age. 

'Tm theonly permanent of Bright Eyes," 

Oberst said who has been with Bright Eyes 

since 1996. 

Oberst said he came up with the name, 

Bright Eyes, by watching a late-n ight movie 

where the girl's boyfriend always referred to 

her as "bright eyes." 

Oberst, who writes the lyrics and basic 

chord structure for the band 's songs, describes 

his music as having an attitude called " indie­

ruck" music. 

The songs Oberst writes are based on his 

own personal experiences and observations. 

"You try to incorporate your personal 

feelings with observations about the world 

around you," he said . 

Bright Eyes has recorded over 100 songs 

and has released five albums between 1996 

and 1999. 

The albums: "The Collection of Songs 

Written and Recorded 1995- 1997," "Letting 

ABOVE: Conor Oberst of Bright 

Eyes has b een called a "prodigy." 

Off the Happiness," " Every Day and Every 

Night" and "Fevers and Mirrors" are full of 

songs that one would not believe a 20-year 

old would do. 

Critics have sa id that Oberst is a 

"prodigy." 

Bright Eyes' most recently released al­

bum , "Fevers and Mirrors." is the a lbum 

Oberst has just produced. 

National magazi nes said the album is "the 

most powerful of all his ," although it is the 

shortest of the albums that have been released . 

Before Bright Eyes existed, Oberst was a 

music ian for two other bands. Oberst was the 

drummer for Park Avenue and guitari st for 

Commander Venus. 

Even in middle and high sc hool, Oberst 

said he would skip school to play in shows 

that were held overseas or somewhere else in 

America . 

Oberst is not the only musician in his fam­

ily. His parents are music ians. His older 

brother, Matt Oberst, has also played in sev­

eral local bands. 

Because of his fa mily's musical hobbies , 

Oberst was encouraged to play the piano at a 

young age. 

"When you ' re doing what 1 'm doing, you 

need to have really happy and supportive par-

ents ," Oberst said. 

Since January of this year, Oberst has . 

been in many American cities on both the east 

and west coasts . 

Beginning at the young age ofl6, Oberst 

has put on shows around the Omaha area . 

Now, he visits places like China, Europe and 

Japan. 

"Yes, I like it [performing for ot her 

people]," Oberst said . "Sometimes it can get 

boring and tiring, singing the same songs over 

and over. But it 's fun." 

Bright Eyes' singles have been featured 

on Omaha's radio station The River (89.7 FM) 

and radio station The City (106.9 FM). 

When he hears himself on the radio, he 

is critical about hi s music and points out the 

band's mistakes. 

"I used to hate hearing my voice on the 

radio," Oberst said. "But now, I've gotten used 

to it, and it 's not so weird anymore." 

Oberst leads a relatively ordinary life in 

his hometown of Omaha, which is amazing 

because of all of his accomplishments. 

When Oberst is going to public places, 

he is not stopped by crowds of people want­

ing hi s autograph. 

" No," laughs Oberst, " I'm not that fa ­

mous." 

Mars Music opens doors to area musicians 
By Layne Gabriel 

A teenager with bleached hair was 

playing a pink 1 960s Fender Stratocaster. The 

white tag dangling from the head of the guitar 

boasted $214 off, with the final cost just under 

$500. 

Another teenager lifted a $ 1400 Gibson 

SG '61 'Reissue off the rack to show someone. 

These are only a few of the simple things 

that was seen at Mars Music , the new music 

store in Canfield's Plaza. 

Central High graduate and Mars Music 

employee, Greg Edds, said that Mars Music 

is not like any other music store in Omaha. 

"Any five-year-old can bring down a 

$5000 guitar," he said. 

The 1800 square foot store attracted 

almost 4000 people on opening night, Edds 

said. 

Edds said the store is very family ­

oriented and anyone is welcome to touch and 

play anything, except the four vintage guitars. 

A few employees were plugged in and 

just jamming to pass the time, whi le others 

were he lping the people in the store get those 

hard to reach guitars and basses from the top 

racks . 

Edds said that he loves his job at Mars 

Music and spends most of his paycheck there 

when he gets the chance. He said it is a fun 

place just to hang out. 

With 200 to 300 gu itars decking the 

wall s, keeping yourself entertained is far from 

difficult. 

Aside from the guitars and basses, Mars 

Music has an impressive dimly lit recording 

studio, a stage and a drum room. 

Inside the drumming room a 12-year-old 

kid was sitting at a set of drums. Although he 

said he has never taken a lesson in his life, he 

played like he has been playing for years. 

About one dozen drum sets were set up 

around the room, some electric, and all sorts 

of people just came in and played. 

James Borchers , an employee in the 

drums department of the store said that his 

job has a very high vol ume level , regardless 

of the glass between the drums and the cash 

register where he works. 

Borchers said that the level is higher on 

at Mars Music is not difficult and the store 

has many new instruments and tools to offer 

musicians. 

weekends when there is a steady stream of BELOW: Mars Music employee and 

people coming in to play, especia lly when Central graduate Greg Edds relaxes 
most are chi ldren. The professionals do not 

and plays the guitar at work. 
really sit down and play, they usually tryout 

what they want and then leave, h;.,;;e,.:s:..;,a:..;,id:,.._.,.,.".....,...LAYNE GABRIELfTHE REGISTER 

N o t only 

Omahans have 

payed a visit to 

Mars Mu s ic. 

Members of the 

Nixons, the 

Suicide Machines 

and Poi so n 

checked the store 

o ut while they 

were in tow n. 

Members of local 

bands can be seen 

often. 

Passing two 

and a half hours 

I 
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Three boys named Goo 
Drastic caters to unique taste 
By Layne Gabriel 

Not too many places in Omaha have seen 

the likes of Aerosmith and members of 

Counting Crows, as well as Maynard James 

Keenan of Tool , walk through their doors 

bands like the Jam, Devo stuff like that, 

then newer stuff, like hardcore bands," 

said. 

o 
By 

By Layne Gabriel 

Half an hour before the Goo Goo Dolls 

conce rt at the State Fair in Lincoln, a crowd 

of teenage females, as well as a few males, 

were standi ng in front of the buses wa iting 

for a glimpse of Johnny Rzezni k, lead 

singer and guitari st. 

The Goo Goo Doll s' performance was 

phenomena l. The show was full of great 

music and recieved a wonderful response 

from the audie nce. 

The crowd at the show was incredibly 

di verse. There were people with blue and 

purple hair, frail teenagers in tube tops and 

forty-something adu lts. 

After the opening act, Tonic, and a half 

an hour break. the lights went out and the 

crowd went wild. 

The Goo Goo Dolls came onstage and 

began with "Dizzy." The aud ience was on 

its feet, standing for the full 90 minute set. 

Fo llowi ng "Dizzy," Rzeznik said to 

the crowd. " I want to hear you sc ream the 

roof down tonight ," and the response was 

worth y of a few throat lozenges to soothe 

the torn throats . 

Bass player Rob by Ta kac p layed 

barefoot and danced around the stage when 

he was not s ingi ng hi s songs. 

"Slide" was another hi gh light of the 

Goo Goo Do lls' set. with Rzeznik asking 

the audience to sing along. The sing ing 

from the audience at times wou ld almost 

drown out Rzezn ik . 

Rzeznik ta lked to the aud ience quite a 

bit, especia lly wh ile he was taking hi s 

c iga re tte brea ks. He could comma nd 

applause by simply lifting his arms. and 

he spent most of hi s time smi ling when not 

si ngi ng. It was obv ious he was trul y 

enjoy ing the show. 

Rzeznik spent a little time talking to 

the crowd about boy bands and how he felt 

odd be ing in a real band. somewhere 

between the hoy bands and the heavy metal 

bands . He danced a li tt le bit for the 

audient:e, whit:h received many screams 

and holl ers. 

The Goo Goo Dolls then played the 

song "Name." fro m their first mai nstream 

album, "A Boy Named Goo." That got the 

audience si nging aga in. 

Rzeznik spent the so ng " Janu ary 

Friend" dancing around the stage, using it 

as his persona l playground. The energy 

emanating from him was awesome and 

commanded the audience's attention whi le 

Takac was singi ng. 

Rzeznik and Takac joked around quite 

a bit. telling stories of bras getting thrown 

onstage at other shows. At one point in 

time Rzezn ik was lyin g o n the fl oo r 

protecting himself with hi s guitar from 

Tabc's foo t. 

Fo llowing "Broadway," they pl ayed 

what could be their most popular song to 

Omaha 's #1 !7?aled 
New York Style 

Pizza 

within the past 18 years. . 

Drastic Plastic, a record store in the Old 

Market, has. 

"Aerosmith was funny. They tried to get 

Mike [Howard, owner] to give them a 

discount," manager Andrea Butkiewicz said. 

Two members of the Counting Crows 

fought over an album both of them wanted 

and Keenan spent over $150, Butkiewicz said. 

A store sporting such boasting rights as 

these is unique because of unusual items not 

sold at other stores in the Omaha area, 

Butkiewicz said. 

She said Howard began the store in April 

of I 982 in south Omaha as a hobby. It went 

berserk and it's popularity has since grown. 

"We see a lot of people from Sioux City, 

Des Moines [and] Lincoln," Butkiewicz said. 

Drastic Plastic offers a variety of music, 

employee Steve Cook said. 

"Anything from old seventies punk rock 

Aside from newer and more obsc 

bands, Drastic Plastic offers music by 

famous bands such as the Beatles. 

Drastic Plastic is also well-known 

their stock of vinyl albums that are 

available by the contacts Howard keeps 

record companies. Howard does his best 

get the highest quality vinyl possib 

Butkiewicz said. 

As for the employees, many of them 

gotten job offers following employment 

Drastic Plastic. 

"Everybody here is in some type 

band," Butkiewicz said. 

Former workers have gone on to Such 

things as playing in San Fransisco, work in! 

for a record label, acting on Broadway and 
DJ-ing on the radio in Florida. 

Butkiewicz said that Drastic Plastic tr ies 

to keep something on hand for everyone, but 

not all passers-by make it insidl! the store. 

"We have people that don't even make 

in the door," she said. "They get a nose 

and run away screaming." 
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Fan sites offer info 
to music followers 

"AND I DON'T WANT THE WORLD TO SEE ME ... " Goo Goo 

Dolls Mike Malinin, Robby Takac and Johnny Rzeznik played a fabu­
lous show with Tonic at the Bob Devaney Center on Aug. 29. 

date, "Iris." 

"Iris" was chilling. When Rzeznik hit 

the last chorus, he said, "You guys will sing 

with me, right?" and the audience gladly 

complied . The vo ice of the large crowd was 

j ust as loud as Rzeznik's and perfectly in 

unison. 

The Goo Goo Dolls left the stage after 

"Iris" onl y to return for a two-song encore. 

During the final song, Rzeznik and Takac 

showed off their most recent creations, their 

in s truments dec o rated with blinking 

Christmas lights . Rzeznik stopped in the 

middle of the song to show the audience the 

different settings for the lights. They wrapped 

up the final refra in and left the stage. 

Ton ic 's opening performance was also 

rather impressive. Their music sounded much 

better live than recorded. 

They began with "Open Up Your Eyes" 

and did a ve ry good job. The audience 

recognized most of the songs and Tonic was 

granted with an enthusiastic response. 

Jetf Russo, guitarist, and bassist Dan 

La very had fabulous chemistry all 

throughout To nic 's set and the show 

seemed to be simply a playful romp for lead 

si nger and acoustic guitarist Emerson Hart 

and company. 

The song that got the most out of the 

crowd was "If You Could Only See." Hart 

requested the audience to sing the last 

refrain on their own and everyone gladly 

obliged. 

Tonic finished their set with "You 

Wanted More" and then exited the stage 

receiving thunderous applause from the' 

audience. 

Following the show, there was still that 

crowd of teenagers waiting by the buses to 

see the band. Hart came out and the group 

screamed a bit. By the time most people 

were a block away the screams came again. 

Perhaps it was Rzeznik. 
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By Layne Gabriel 

With the advent of many new programs 

and tutorials online, it seems that anyone can 

create a website and publish it on their own. 

As many Internet users know, aside from the 

official website for their favorite band, there 

are sites created by fans . 

Fan websites are put together by people 

with any day job. Age is no matter, as some 

designers are 15-year-olds and others are 22 

or older. 

Nicole Larson, 15 and a high school 

student in Mankato, Minn., runs a fansite for 

the Dixie Chicks, www.dixiechicksfans.com. 

Larson 's site gets about 1,000 hits per day and 

is updated daily. 

Larson said she spends about five hours 

per week working o n her site. 

The type of music the Dixie Chicks play 

interested Larson. She said she was interested 

in finding more information about the lead 

singer. 

Larson has owned her site since Jan. 1998 

and has recieved some perks from it. 

"Because of my website, I've gotten to 

meet the girls three times (once each year). 

They are very kind and sweet to their fans 

and they said themselves, they love my site," 

she said. 

Keith Duemling, a 22-year-old server 

administrator from Cleveland, Ohio, has been 

running his Nine Inch Nails fan website for 

about two years. 

"It first began as a personal site and then 
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quickly evolved into a Nine Inch Nails site, 

Duemling said of his 

www.smashedupsanity.com. 

"Most of the material for the site is found 

online. We do our best to cover all aspects 

Nine Inch Nails, both online and offl ine. 

From covering the various tours to ,"UIlCI.lILIIi. 

memorabilia to add to the site," Dueml ing 

said. 

Duemling has three other fans work ing 

on his site with him. 

"We're the first ones buying the CDs 

when they go on sale, and the last ones to leave 

the concerts," he said. 

Duemling has high hopes for hi s site. 
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which gets over 1,700 hits per day, and ''''':np, . pink 

to work with the official site, www.nin.co inste 

·. ilLthe.futW'e ... He said he - ~o enjoys Sh(lWln gll ': rth8t I 

his supPJ)rt for .the band through his ,p.ag'll!>n 00IIgt 

Dustin Sorge, an 18-year-oId college 

student in Seneca, Penn., has a site on a 

scale. 

Sorge's Korn site , http://come.to/korn23. 

has been up since 1995 and gets about 75 

120 hits per day. Sorge said he does not 

his site much anymore. 

Sorge gets his material from 

websites and said he does not visit the offic ial 

site much, but he still gets a stable stream 

daily emails about it. 

Larson, Sorge and Duemling said they 

would like to continue their sites as long 

possible. The support for most of the 

has been good and all of them enjoy the 

creations. 
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IAc&E II 
Hippos have creative style 

on 'Porum' flop 
By Daisy Bonham-Carter 

The play "A Funny Thing Happened on 

the Way to the Forum" was horrendous. 

The synopsis of the first h .. lf was okay. 

Nothing new or special: two people fall in love 

on a bright, sunny, spring day. 

These people, Hero (played by Brian 

Whisenant) and Philia (played by Kirstin 

Kluver) cannot fall in love because he is a 

prince and she is a prostitute who has been 

sold to :I .:::aptain. 

Hero says to his slave, Pseudolus (played 

by Mati Kamprath) that if he can hook him 

up with Philia, then he can be set free . 

Oka y. It is a simple plan for ri ght now: 

Pseudolus puts the girl to sleep with some sort 

of magical potion and sneaks them off into 

"Never Never Land" and the two can li ve 

happily ever after ... 
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That is the tirst half of the story's plot, 

which all happened 

~ . ~ "":lI!IIo. in an hour and a 

half, before the 15 

intermission. A 

few people 

walked out of 

the door at 

, that poi nt 

because the 

play was so 

terrible. 

Yes, it 

had the 

occasional 

... , fun n y 

joke, but 

the play 

~ was mainly full 

of bad puns that 
Cln. were not very 

well thought out. They did not fit the s~ory 

PRECIOUS PEARL: Rodney Rocha, Kevin Quinp , Kevin Roentgen and 

Noah Shain , members of American Pearl, released t~ir first album Aug. 22 . 

AIllerican Pearl shimlTIers 
By Layne Gabriel 

American Pearl's self-titled release is a 

nice change from the rock usually seen on the 

pop ChaJ1s. 

The skills of guitarist Kevin Quinn and 

lead singer/guitarist Kevin Roentgen set the 

tone for the album, which moves quickly and 

sounds wonderful. 

Roentgen 's lyric writing skills are not 

quite up to par but his voice has a smooth 

sound to it. 

The album opens with "California ," The 

lyrics are simple yet strong and give the 

listener a good idea as to what is to come on 

the rest of the album. The guitars and drums 

are very strong and keep up throughout the 

album. 

different turn , beginning with a more clean 

cut guitar style than the other songs. 

The vocal harmonies between 

Roentgen and bass player Rodney Rocha 

make the song much more intense. It is one 

of the most impressive songs on the album 

and would most likely be wonderful live. 

"And I'll be stronger than before 'cause 

they can ' t bleed me anymore," Roentgen 

si ngs during "Bleed." 

Most of the a lbum is fill ed with the 

sounds of aggression and pure emotion from 

all members of the band and keeps the 

album moving and the listener interested. 

In the song "Amphetamine Girl ," 

Roentgen sings, " If she don't burn out, then 

I guess she'll fade away." The sound of the 

\ song is a bit more distorted than others on 

The opening guitar riff to "Giveaway" is the album, whi ch may be to making a 

one of the best riffs on the album and is worthy statement. 

of a mention. The rest of the song does not , American Pearl wraps up the album 

really stand out from the a lbum, but the with the song "If We Were Kings." It starts 

By Carmen Sird 

The Hippos. Don't ask me what kind of 

name that is, I have no idea what they were 

thinking. The picture on the cover is nothing 

at all to talk about either. But it's funny. 

I gave the a lbum a chance anyway, 

though. When reading the words they do 

sound a bit corny and make you do a double 

take, but when listening to it with the 

instruments it sounds different. 

It also sounds like a trombone is played 

in over half of their songs, which gives it a 

good beat. The instruments make their music 

just okay, but it is nothing you wi ll hear 

beating in the back of a Chevy Impala with 

some 15 inch speakers. 

I noticed right away that most all-guy 

bands like to talk about chicks a lot, but these 

guys take it to another level. It almost sounds 

like th ey have never had a real steady 

girlfriend before. 

There are six guys in this group and there 

is at least a song from each of them to a girl 

and probably more than that but I may have 

miscounted. 

There is a real popular girl who has her 

own song,"Pauline," and she a lso gets a 

couple words at the end of the CD, 

Track two and one of the singles from 

the album, "Wasting My Life", is cool but 

unrealistic. Who is going to waste their 

whole life waiting on just one person? Not 

me, how about you? One can on ly assume 

this song is an exaggeration. 

The Hippos talk about some of the most 

crazy stuff like struggl ing, pollution in their ' 

heads, sleeping all day and watching TV all 

night, going to the sand and grabbing your 

thongs, being far behi nd and walking with a 

cane, being all a lone and not being the same 

as they or he use to be. Doesn't that sound 

crazy? 

However, the beats on number 13 were 

cool. 

Some of their songs people can relate to 

because it is something everyone goes 

through. That is why I was able to li sten. 

Not everyone is smart enough to put his or 

her problems in a song and make money from 

it. 

I am not going to say their album sucks 

but it is not that bad after you get the gist o f 

it. The Hippos do a good job for what they 

do and the audience this record is geared 

towards will truly enjoy it. 

HIP HIP HOO­

RAY! The Hippos 

Danny Rukasin , 

Rich Zahniser , 

Ariel Rechtshaid , 

James Bairi an 

and Lous Castle 

dropped a perky 

record "Head ~ 

are Gonna Ron" 

on Aug. 24. 
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Ultimate Fakebook has humor 
either. opening riff qui ckly gets the listener's off with a bit more of a happy beat. 

Because Philia li ves in a prostitution attention. The melody is slower, calmer and 

house with a few other girls, the play had some The track "Free Your Mind" has a slightly sounds sweeter. The song is about religion 

By Layne Gabriel 
sexual content also. Creed sound to it at the opening with a harder and contemplating what it would be like to 

Each girl had to prove she was the right guitar part following. The song is about the help others. 

one for the night by dancing and showing off fine li ne between hate and fear that surfaces The album as a whole is wonderfu l and 

in front of her to-be owner. through violence and prejudice. sho uld get more recognition by radio Ultimate Fakebook's newest album . 

The costumes were not that great e ither. The alb um is not one that can be listened stations. "This Will Be Laughing Week," is exactly 

The costumes were very bright: neon to part by parI. Some tracks stand well on The cover art is impressive , with that: humorous. 

pinks, blues, greens and purples were used the ir own, while the album sounds much photographs of all four band members and The alb um sets a 

instead of the beige, gray, white and red colors better when played fully from start to fini sh. their tattoos. It is a bealltiful album in its high sc hool theme 

that better suit tmt.evR. llhe brightancolans,did Track seven', "Bleed," takes a much 'own way and sounds fabulous. wi th the first track, 
n ~~ \\y l ~.flythmg , 1tGl1tlfUrU\tqpJ.ay a i " L _____ ·:;,:··:.:.' -".· :..' -....:..:. ... :......;.-.:.;,.- . --':"':-:.:.' ---. _______________ ~....J "She Doesn't Eve n 

The same goes for the set. The cos tumes LIP d · & Sh Know My Name." It 

and sets looked as if they were made for a oca fO uctlO ns OWS sounds like asongthe 

play that took place in the 1960's. kids from "Grease" 

One would think that if a person is doing would have danced 
a play based in Roman times (200 years before The Dundee Theatre on 4952 Dodge St. is featuring "The Castle," Sept. 14 to. 

the Christian era), the costu'me designer and through Ocl. 21. Tickets are $3 .95 before 6 p.m. Seniors , child ren (3 to II) , and 

stage manager should take into account the college students with ID get a discount. Contact the Dundee Dinner Theatre for 

ti me that the play was based in. more information and ticket reservations at 551.3595. 

When this play was being planned out, 

the director and stage manager should have 

thought the colors were more important. 

" Weird AI" Yankovic, king of pop parody, will be at the Civic Audi torium 

Music Hall on Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. Reserved seats are available at the Civic box 

office for $25 or Ticketmaster at 422.1212. For more info call auditorium at 

944.4750 or visit th e Tic ketmaster website at 

The guitar o n 

most of the album is 

rather bland, but 

combined with th e 

drums and vocals, the 

so ngs begi n to take 

life and sound good. 

but Ultimate Fakebook has their own sound , 

The title track is an optimistic song 

about how last week was overly depress ing 

and now everything will be better. The 

aco us tic g ui tar 

plus hand claps 

make the song 

cheerful, but not 

too perky. 

"Thi s Will Be 

Laughing Week" 

is foll o wed by 

"Little Apple 

Girl ," a song that 

sounds like Fenix 

TX or some of the 

more pop -punk 

bands. 

The people behind the curtains thought 

that the colors were what really counted, 

which is not what is most important to a play. 

Think story line setting and then start 

worrying about what suits the script. 

www.ticketmaster.com. 

"Babe, the Sheep Pig" is play ing at the Omaha 

The fifth track, . 

"A Million Hearts" ABOVE: Eric Melin, Bill McShane and 

takes a different turn Nick,.colby are Ultimate Fakebook 

One of the beller 

songs on the 

album is track 10, 

"Far Far Away." 

The ly rics are 

dreamy, with the 

Perhaps. seeing the play on the opening 

ni ght was much worse than seei ng the play in 

the a later performance. Hopefully by then 

the actors would know their lines and the 

costumes wQuld change to ones that would 

better suit the performance. 

"A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 

to the Forum," directed by Carl Beck is on at 

the Omaha Community Playhouse until 

September 24. 

T heatre Company for Young People. The play focuses 

on a sheep herding pig. It starts on Sept. 15 and will run 

through Oct. 1. The theater is located at 2001 Farnam St. 

Contact the Omaha Theatre Company for Young People for ticket 

information and reservations ca ll 345.4849. 

"Picturing Nebraska" will be at the Joslyn Art Museum, 22nd 

and Dodge St. through Nov. 26. "Marsden Hartley: An American" 

through Sept. 24. "20th Century America n Drawings fro m the 

Arkansas Arts Center Foundation Collection" on Sept. 22. For more 

information and admission fees, call the Joslyn at 342.3300. 

The best place do-vvn under 

for your hOlTIecolTIing lTIeal! 

with a piano piece 

added to the simp le vocals and basic beat. " A 

Million Hearts" is a much s lower and rather 

peaceful song that sounds like something that 

one would hear at a prom. 

The song is actually rather sad, with lead 

s in ger Bill McShane lamenting about a 

woman that may someday break a million 

hearts, including his own. 

The album is sugary and not too pop­

sounding for most li steners. It could at times 

be compared to Blink 182 on a calmer level 

refrain asking if 

George Lucas will save the @anci from 

heartbreak. The song appears to be about 

movies , perhaps "Star Wars" in particular. 

The a lbum wraps up with "Pe rfect 

Hair," a song with very few lyrics and a really 

perky sound , thanks to the piano, but takes a 

quick turn to tpe harder side, or at least as 

hard as Ultimate Fakebook can get. 

The album flows well and shows that 

the band knows what it is doing and where 

it wants to go with its music. 

WEIRD 
WILD 

STUFF 

7}undee !7lorisl 

* HIP VINTAGE 

CLOTHING 

*PERSONAL 

SERVICE 
FOR PARTY 

OUTFITS 

*HEMP SHOES 

*" HIPPIE" 

CLOTHING 
HOURS: MON,-FRI. 

7605 Cass Street 
392-2212 

Your One Stop Shop 
For All Of Your Homecoming 

Needs 

IN:flio2;h'C , Hours 
'''''''"olJ-CS;''I_'(ll:- M-F BAM-5 :30 PM 675 N. 50th Sr. 

Sat BAM~3:00 PM Omaha, NE 68132 

Closed Sundays (402) 551-2442 

Corsages & Boutonnieres 

2-7PM 
SAT. 12-6 PM 

4965, DODGE ST. 

OMAHA, NE 68132 

(402) 551-7893 
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Open-mic 
encourages 

• • 

I sat myself in the comer on the hard floor 

leaning against a wall. I picked through my 

writing, selecting my pieces for the night. A 

few people slipped in and out, getting ready 

to enjoy the evening. 

Everyone there seemed to have one small 

notebook, but surrounding me was a 

collection of papers and notebooks scattered 

about as I tried to decide what to read for the 

night. 

creatIVIty 
The reporler rCCPl1tly went to the 

Medusa Project./or herfirst time 

readiJlg plletry 011 open mic night. 

This is her }irs/ -hand experience. 

By Layne Gabriel 

There were throw pillows strewn all over 

the floor and the dozen people there used Lhem 

to rest on. The microphone was plugged into 

a guitar amp and had no stand. 

I wandered inlO the Medusa Project, an 

art ga ll ery dl1w ntn wn. and fou nd on ly one 

[l e r~ on wurklng inside. Fo r a mo ment I 

Ihought I was in the wrong place but,judging 

by the exhihit on the wa ll that I had read 

about. I was 1I0t. 

The atmosphere of the Medusa Project 

was very charming and quaint. The 

photography of the current exhibit on the 

walls was beautiful and the writing being 

shared was exquisite. 

The featured reader of the night was 

Brian Bengtson. 

Bengtson has HIV 

He told the audience that a lot of his work 

was about the effect of HIV and AIDS on 

~A~2 e~,n has fans of all ages 
an ho ur early to sell more the next day . . 

It has caused books tores to sta y open unti I 

m idn ight. kids to wca r costumes in June and 

adults to be fascinated by wizards and magic. 

The phen!lm is the fourth boo k in the 

" Harry Potter" se rie s that tr a nsfixed the 

country th is summer creati ng more hype than 

any ch ild rens ' book in years. 

T ht' series. written by 1.K. Rowling, is 

planned to have seven books. 

Sen ior I.a ura Hendee said s he began 

readi ng th e ,cr ie s to a c hild s he' was 

babysi tting and g(' t hooked. 

"They arc fun to read and I'm impressed 

by the writ ing." ~hc said. 

Hend ee sai d she read th e se ries, 

conSisting of fOLir boob w far, in o nl y three 

days. 

She described the plot as the adventures 

of Harry. ~ y()ung hoy who is learning to 

become ~ "izard whi le t(li l ing an ev il wizard's 

vio lent plan in each book. 

Hendee said whimsical books such as this 

series are a nice contras t to boo~s read in class. 

"The bon ks are a good way to take a 

break for your bra in," she sa id . 

Ce ntral Hi gh School libraria n Kristel 

Mayberry said she had anticipated a growi ng 

intere,t in the booh this year and bo ught two 

copies of th e fir~t th ree books in the series, 

but so far students have had li tt le interest in 

them. May berry said mai nly staff members 

have c hecked ou t most o f the books for their 

c hildren. 

Tierza Twork. thc community relations 

coordinator fu r I30rders bookstore on 72nd 

and Dodge. sa id prior to the release of the 

fourt h Harry Potter boc;k they took pre-o.ders 

three months in advance. 

Twork said they sold out of the book the 

first day. 

She said she believes children are 

attracted to the book because they identi fy 

with the lead character since he is the same 

age as they are . Twork said she has also seen 

many adults express interest in the series. 

"Adults like to see what their kids are 

reading and these books remind them of books 

they read when they were kids," she said. 

Twork said she had never seen another 

series generate as much attention as the Harry 

Potter series has . It is still selling well almost 

three months after it was released, she said . 

"Each one sells more than the previous 

book [in the series]," Twork said . 

Junior Ian Atwood, a computer page at 

A. V. Sorenson library, said there was a waiting 

list of 350 people in expectancy of the fourth 

book. 

Atwood said he himself chose to read the 

se ri es to see if it lived up to the much­

surrounded hype. 

" In a sense they have [lived up to 

expectations]. I'm enjoying them 

thoroughly," Atwood said. 

He believes that they are gaining so much 

attention because there has never been a series 

before that attracted both kids and parents to 

reading books. 

Along with the novels. a movie is also 

planned . 

Hendee said she is not eager for the 

movie because she fears it will ruin the series. 

"Once you read something you picture 

how you think it is, and the movie changes 

your perception of that," she said. 

theR 

One of Omaha's 
newest hardcore 
bands, Art's Got a 
Gun, composed of 
current and former 
Central students, 
starts off with a 

bang. 

r­
o 
o 
~ 

o 
c 
, I 

ROCK ON! Hardcore band Art's 

Got a Gun played a backyard 
show at the home of lead Singer 

0' .., 
, Zack Peterson during August on 
bassist Francis Rhoe's birthday. 
From left: juniOr Joseph Tingley, 
Central grad Peterson, senior Rhoe 
and former Central student Brian 
Mehan. 

» .., 
people. Bengtson was infected eight years 

ago. He seemed to be very in touch with his 

feelings. 

His work was very strong and his talent 

was obvious from his first poem onward. 

When he was finished, I nervously 

volunteered to read. 

The whole time I read, I was slightly 

shaking and my voice was quivering. 

It felt very odd to be able to utilize my 

voice to interpret my writing and make my 

words come alive to the people watching me. 

lt was awkward being the youngest one 

there and pouring o ut my world to people 

twice my age. 

I was worried about how the audience 

felt about my writing, but I did get applause. 

I ran through all the reasons in my mind 

that they would not have liked my writing. 

Was it bad writing, speaking too fast, tripping 

over word s or something else? I found 

nothing wrong with what r had read. 

Bengtson was a tough act to follow, but I 

think I did the best I could ha ve. 

Ud.J 9.24 

, I 

Another reader informed the audience 

that his grandmother may have cancer and that 

he just recently broke up with his significant 

other. He read only one poem, but it was very 

strong. His feelings of loneliness and isolation 

were easy to hear in hi s sorrowed words. 

Following a five minute bre~k, the night 

continued with Kameron Bayne, featured 

photographer in the Medusa Project gallery. 

Bayne read one poem about possess ion 

and then played three songs on his acoustic 

guitar, as requested by a member of the 

audience. 

Bayne's second song, "Parasite," was the 

most pleasant of the songs he played. His 

guitar skills are wonderful and his voice is 

very calm and emotional. 

Two more people read and Lhen the night 

was done. Only six people presented . 

All the readers shared with the audience 

their wit and wisdom of life, as well as their 

intelligence and wonderful writing. I, 

fortunately, survived my first experience 

sharing and look forward to my next . 

10. 1'£0uL/4 @.£aIwL 7:30pm UL/ 'J:)(u().ndd g P;z,i.me/z, 55 

10. 9 /J1Li<jId r:tp4 @ .£oIwi, 8:30 run . 

tember 18, 2000 

Tackling 
real life 
television 

H ypo th etica l statement '1\ 

corporate America: "Gather III .1 

group and put them o n teievl 'lll111 

Add some conflict and compe:IIlIl!1 

We ' ll make millions!" 

What th e heck werc tlt· \ 

thinking? 

With all the hype of new "It' I: 
life" television shows, one can ' t hL II 

bu t wonder what kind of P(;() p .. 

would be on them . Try (h is que ;,11 ' 

on for s ize: what show would :- , 

be on? 

What is better? Is it spend l:'~ 

a few months o n a is la nd in I'] 

middle of nowhere eating rats for I!ll 

chance of winning a million buck. 

Or perhaps it would be II I I' 

interesting to be carted around In 

lo usy Winnebego on "Road Ru k 

with a load of other i ntolearah 

people to do things that norm ,d 1 

would not be done: unle~, I' 

participants were usin g heavy dll1~ 

Or the third choice is to be: , 

camera 24 hours a d ay on "U ,. 

Brother." Contestant s ha ve II 

potential of getting removed fr \1 

the show. 

The final cho ice is "The I< L'" 

World ." Pac k up and movc in ll 

huge mansion in a big city, ge:t a i" 

a nd get about rive houl s ,I d. 

without the camera' , voyeul l\' 

eye. 

What would I choo,e 'l 

'The Rea l World." 

Now don' t get thi , \VI'ong.l\J I \ 

is awful , but thi s sho w has to be "I 

of the mos t addi cti ve shows on tk 

station. It's a soap opera ,taning " 

buns;l1 ,of);)\'.t(nt)';:SQrl'}ythings that 1J{~ 

tQo C\if,felent . fOJ ,.)nyth in g, .W 

logically work oul. 

I only recentl y began walch in::, 

"The Rea l World" and have see l1 

most of the Hawaii episodes and a, 

many of the New Orleans episode:, 

to date. The Hawaii kids created " 

coffee house/surf shop and thc Nc\\ 

Orleans kids are workin g o n a cabl L 

access show. 

But "The Real World ." as u,ua 

is full of conflict. Therefore. he" 

is a brief synopsis of almo~t e\,' 1 

.season created: 

* The loudmouth 

* 
* 
* 

A devout religious pason 

A homosexual 

A goofball 

* A reall y cute dude that ha' . 

girlfriend 

* A coupl e other useles~ peoJ1 '" 

How cou ld "The Real W\lI'!d 

be tu rned down, compared 10 ea lir' 

, rats and dri vi ng across the count l 

to complete missions" 

Although "Survivor" got gr c~1 

ratings. what is more interesting th,,' 

the s how itse lf is wh y ,0mc\ )I~ 

wo uld watch it . The first 1'1\ ,· 

mi nutes of the last show were " 

borin g that a mo vie sounde:d bell el 

The one thing that i, annoy:n; 

about "The Real World" is th:.!t c\ el\ 

time I turn around. MTV is sho" II1 ~ 

reruns of this season's shows. Wh.il 

is the purpose o f repeating th l' 

torture continuously? 

But hey , the ca st is 1'3n1O U, 

Is n't th at what everyone wa nt s. thc ~ 

Q.V 

this ~ 

A. I 

me Fi 

Twork ,aid Burd ers also remained open 

until midni ght to u'1'.'c il the book ::nd opened 

However, she is anticipating the fifth 

book in the series and plans to be put on a 

waiting list to receive it as soon as possible. 

fiftee n minutes of fame? And Idle' ~'Ci:l~iD 

f- -.----

LOTS OF HAPPINESS DAYCARE 
S YNTHIA SKlPPER 

-DIRECTOR-

TITLE 20 * TRANSPORTATION * HOT MEALS 

NURSE ON CALL 24 HRS. 

1470 EMMET ST. 
OMAHA, NE 68110 

(402) 341-5012 

CELL#630-5189 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ wouldnotlik ea~wmorethanlha l' 

Reservations 

Honored 

342-2050 

M's, 

Restaurant 

and Pub 
422 South 11 th St 

342-2550 

ELIMINATE WASTE!! 

DONATE 
YOUR 

KIDNEYS 

* And Other Organs 

& Tissues 

Sponsored by: Omaha N ephrology 
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This Week Inside Next Week 
ARSITY FOOTBALL 
/ 22 at Burke 7 PM 

ARSITY VOLLEYBALL 
/ 2 1 at Northwest 7:30 PM 

RSITY SOFTBALL 

18 at Millard South 5 PM September 18, 1000 

-Life After CHS Football 

-Fall Sports Preview 

-Internet and Sports 

-Skateboarding Show 

-Football Top Ten 

Page 18 

Page 19 

Page 20 

Page 20 

Page 20 

VARSITY FOOTBALL 
9/28 Millard Sou th 7 PM 

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL 
9/29,30 Skutt-Central Invite 

VARSITY SOFTBALL 
9/26 at South 5 PM 
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~~~~~~~~~~~Coaches key In 
preventing violence 

uskers face 

ough route 

~1ianli, FL 
The middle of September and 

l(lng hOI summer can only bring 

1I Ih i!:g$ to mind . One : the 

ing of schoof, and two: another 

,,,"11 of the most exciting SD0 rt in 

. cllun lry, college footbail. 

With every season c~ mes an 

[h :nbbi :: (;.mount of questions 

ing the ~ eason and what it will 

,'" questions that sportswriters 

(; ;'lInblers all over the country 

-[hey had the answers to. Well, 

Ju, l like to say I have the a ~ lswers, 

Since [like you all so much I'll 

\ ~ Y O ~ the answers to the five mos~ 

lnanl. 

Co Who, if anybody will u·p t.t 

C,l'aS(,n top renked Nebraska? 

,\ , Most iJf;0rle 3ay Kansas St. 

Co:w?d0 or maybe both, ne pe. If 

By Troy Schulte 

Some people say that vio­

lence among high school athletes is 

an issue that needs to be adressed. 

Others, like Central head football 

coach Joe McMenamin, say that ath­

letes recieve more attention because 

of their athletic talent. 

Over this past summer a 

Papillion La Vista offensive lineman 

was involved in a fight and was 

charged with first-degree ass!tult. 

"Kids get into fights all the 

time," McMenamin said in reaction 

to the incident. 

Him being a talented foot­

ball player made the incident news 

worthy, otherwise nobody would 

have heard about it, McMenamin 

said . Physcologist Dr. Jack Stark 

agrees. 

"You have to keep in mind 

that 15 to 20 percent of people have 

physcological problems," said Stark. 

Athletes are brought to the forefront, 

he said. 

If problems like this take 

place over the . summer, as with the 

Papillion-La Vista lineman, there is 

not a lot coaches can do about it. 

Stark said . 

"If it happened in the sum­

mer," McMenamin sa id , "r would 

look to the police and give anywhere 

from a one game suspension, to o ff 

the team ." 

Stark said that there is a lot 

coaches can do to preven t a problem 

from happening beforehand. He said 

that sometimes egos are a problem, 

and players are put in position to make 

mistakes and coaches should provide 

them with morals, if they do no t get 

them at ho me, Stark said . 

At every level coache 's jobs 

are at stake, McMenamin said. He 

said that sometimes coaches keep 

problematic players on the team in 

order to succeed. He does not agree 

with practicting that method and said 

that some coaches need to crack down 

more. 

McMenamin sa id that in all 

his years at Central , there has ne ver 

been a problem with o ne of hi s play­

ers regarding violence that he knows 

about. cl ne ill t:H~ir ~)Ctremely weak 

hcdule will beat Nl": this year it will 

. Ihe Oklahoma Sooners. au has 

.1 bt:aten NU since 1990 when they 

I ' ~ , till bitter rivals . Now with 

tiKI-year head coach Bob Stoops 

Ie) fina lly nav e the talent and 

la: hing to pull it e ff. 

EMILY NEUMANNrrHE REGISTER 

Hunt for gymnastics 

coaches proves difficult 
Q. Can s uper sophomore 

Ichael Vick lead Virginia Tech te 

her undefeated regular season 

a BCS bowl berth? 

IT'S NOT DELIVERY ... Rob Wylie throws a Iightjab duIing his kickboxing match at 

Harvey's Casino on Sept. 3rd, He is the teammate of Central student, Matt Bentley, who 

won two bantamweight titles at this event 

By Seamus McMorris 

Central, North and Northwest 

have merged together in gymnastics 

to form a super te;lm due to a lack of 

A. No. Vick is without a doubt coaches and playr;:rs, the gymnastics 

1 " ' ~: n p~ h ry y o: b~u~ta, s ~w:nIUtthl~dtWh;e · ~alto~S:S~O~f~n~l~n~e Cen tral studen t captures ti tIe. coac~~:~~ ' LindaHarringtonsaidthat 
, the mixture of schools is not solely 

ft ers off of ia5t year"s defense-and·' ~, • I k· kb · based upon the direct lack of players 

aH11's ~ udde. n rise bacK toi>6Wer;> J J ~t n.f;).tt, ~ 1 o·n· a-' '1 C , ~ " OX1' n' _-"g even t but the utter lack of coaches and re-
ey won t even wm the Big East. a a. sources as well. 

Q. Out of the five most recent "There are just not enough 

HS graduates to go on to Division By Seamus McMorris a quick exchange of blows leaving as Bentley raised his right knee, his <coaches)," Harrington said. 

A schools (Terrel Gardner Colorado Through displaying a barrage of both fighters weary. The rest of the fist arose as well and when Flurry Although the support from the 

" Brandon Williams Michigan, knees and kicks , a Central junior first round was hard to watch as the went to block the knee, Bentley North Athletic Department has been 

. Maine Billups Iowa St., Lornell became one of the National Amateur lights momentarily went out. knocked him down to the ground with great, it is not 

Matsunomi said . 

They only have three seniors and 

one junior with roughl y ten sopho­

mores and freshm an, Altho ugh the 

team has a lot of youth th is year, it 

also has a lot of depth , Matsunomi 

said. 

" It's a young team ". Matsunomi _, 

said. 

Centra l senior Jo s ie Wie land 

seems to agree. Weiland plays on the 

gymnastics team and seems to be a 

dominate leader for the team. 

Weiland 's career of gymnastics 

for the combination of schools almost 

did not happen. 

She was unable 'Pherson Nebraska, and DeAntae Kickboxing Final champions at the As the lights came on, the a right hand to the face . Ie n 0 ugh , 

rlxby), who will be the most Harvey 's Convention center. fighters went right back to the The round continued without Herrington said. 

c essful" The event also featured fi ghts bo ut and Flurry was knocked any big hits and both fighters went The funds they 

A. Billups. Last winter he opted featuring Rob Wiley who has won down . He quickly arose to their corners weary and tired received only go 

"There are just not 
enough (coaches)." 

to obtain any in­

formation for the 

gy mn as ti cs 

attend Iowa St. over Nebraska so several national titles unhurt and was given an after the ball had rang to so far until they 

had the chance to play running Matt Bentley, ajunior at Central, eight count by the end the round. have to start us-

k. With the Cyclones having only won against his opponent, David referee . Bentley, it ing fundraiser 

nc runn i ng back with any Flurry, through three grueling rounds The bell r seemed could not monies, Harrington said. 

\perie nce, he will get plenty of in a heated bout. soon after that and stop his aggression Harrington said that she is rely-

I"y ing time and contribute to a " It was one of the best fights J as Bentley put his fists down, as he came out of his corner ' iug on the Assistant Coach Ray 

rowing program. have ever been in", Bentley said. a right cross hit him in the face and began the third round with Matsunomi to coach the team because 

Q.What is the biggest surprise so Flurry, from Dubuque,Iowa, had from Flurry. This enraged non-stop knees to Flurry's of her lack of experience as a coach. 

started talk about the fight before Bentley along with the body and face . "Matsunomi brings a lot of ex-

hand with a few comments abo ut comments before the fight The fight was not over perience to the staff being in and out 
A. Bob Davie and hiS Notre . B I f Fl 

ent ey. rom urry. yet, however, Flurry came out of gymnastics since he was a kid," 
me Fighting Irish. Last year's 5" "Bentley is overrated," Flurry As the second of it and landed several hits Harrington said. 

was less than stellar to Notre 'd "[B I ]. . d . h b B I f 
sal . ent ey IS gomg own m t e egan, ent ey came out 0 to Bentley's body. The fight The lack of people is a big fac-

e standards. This year they upset ring." his corner and started to it seemed was almost all tor, though, the team only has about 

as A&M in their opener and put BentleY,started the bout with his work on the body of Flurry Bentley as the end of the twenty people at the beginning of the 

into Nebraska losing to them ritual of bowing to every corner of wi th knees and kicks. round was the end of the year and end up with fifteen at the end 

ovcrlime . That Nebraska game the ring to pray that he will defeat Flurry punched and kicked match. of the year, Matsunomi said. 

j ust have been enough to keep his opponent. He seemed unfazed by but Bentley was still able to Bentley was declared The sport seems to be dominated 

vie's job for at least another year. his o pponent ' s co mments. When attack. the winner in a thirty to by females, especially with this par-
Q. Now the most sought after B tl d d h ' "t I th f " ht Th db ' . d en ey en e IS Tl ua e Ig e ro un can e twenty-sIx score reglstere ticular team, only averaging about 

s ti o n in the college football oegan . summed up in one by all three judges. three men a year on a team of about 

Jrld. which will play on January 3
ni 

The first round began with a move.. . Bentley Turn to eighteen, Matsunomi said. 

Ihe FedEx Orange Bowl for the ':ight kick from Bentley as the crowd had Fl urry up MATT KICKBOXING, page "The season should start out a 

. >nal championship? went wild . After that, however, it was against the ropes, BENTLEY 20 little worse than last year but the team 
A. Florida State and Nebraska. 

should come together in the end", year these two school s areL-__________________________________________________________________________________ ~ 

Linda Harrington, 

gmllastics coach 

Weiland said. 

team. 

" Th e re 

was noth in g" , 

Weiland said that because there 

was no information unti l a little blurb 

in the circular she had no idea what 

she was missing out on. 

Weiland says th at occasionally 

transportation can be a problem with 

school vans . She went on to say that 

there is some confusion on off days 

for one school creatin g sc heduling 

problems. 

Weiland says that she li kes the 

way the coaches handle the problems 

that do come up and the fact that they 

are not afraid to try new things. 

Weiland said that even with the ' 

problems that the co mbinati on of 

schools has, it is still pretty well or­

ganized. 

Weiland said that mos t o f the 

gymnasts first start in dance cl ubs 

before high school gymnastic ,; . 

with the best players in the 

try and placed at the top of the 

ran kings so : it seems that 

would be the easy choice. Also, 

Ex-Central player strives for success in Green Bay 
n Nebras ka playing an easy 

erence schedule and with Florida 

playing in the ACC they should 

de feated in the regular season. 

Now, for whose going to win the 

The Seminoles have played 

e last two national championship 

es (thi s being their third) and 

their 28 year o ld quarterback 

sho uld have the talent and 

to win . 

But, if this year Nebraska can 

a running back to hold on to the 

Ihe ir o ffense will be more 

ge ro us than last year's and 

ly score 40 points a game, 

would probably be enough to 

My prediction is that Nebraska 

beat the Semiono les, 31 - 20. 

Chris A po nick 

"Hard work always pays off' is 

the motto that I-Back High graduate, 

Ahman Green, has lived and died by 

ever since his days at Central. 

" In the weight room and on the 

field, I have always given 110 per­

cent," he said . 

Green has used this advice, 

which was given to him by his step­

father, through high school, college 

at the University of Nebraska and 

now in the National Football League 

where he plays fo r the Green Bay 

Packers he said. 

"I will probably be remembered 

as a hard- worker," Green said. "I al­

way~ gave an extra effort if I felt a 

step behind.' 

Green said :1' ~ has always pushed 

himself to never be beat. 

in the 100 meter dash . 

" In my senior year, I knew I had 

the athletic ability and I could meet 

my goals," he said. 

Green said he had good team­

mates at Central and that everybody 

hung together. 

" It was very team-oriented," he 

said "Coach Joe . McMenamin in-

stilled that in us. The team had a good 

time together." 

However, Green did not start out 

playing high school football as an 

Eagle. He transferred from Omaha 

North at the start of his junior year 

and the two teams played each that 

season . 

"The first half was a good game 

but the second half began with me 

maki ng a 91 yard touchdown return. 

We (Central) won 28-14," Green said. 

".That's the most memorable game I 

while at Nebraska, as well. In his 

freshman year, he was part of the 

Nebraska national title team. 

Another memorable game was at 

Washington State. He played the sec­

ond half and rushed for 100 yards and 

two touchdowns. 

"I had the confidence to play in 

college but that game proved I could," 

Green said. 

Green said he learned new things 

when he started in the NFL. 

"The main one was I learned was 

how to read defenses better," he said. 

Green was drafted by the NFL's 

Seattle Seahawks and played there 

until he was ~a!!ed to Greet' Ray lit 

the start of this ~,=a so n. Green said he 

was shocked about being traded. 

However, he has come to like Green 

Bay. 

He also said he likes Green Bay 

because it is a quiet town. 

"I am a smalJ town type of guy," 

he said. 

Green has already started in sev­

eral games so far this season. He 

gained the starting position after 

Dorsey Levens, the Packers top run­

ner last year, went down with a leg 

injury. Green also had to recover from 

a injured leg 

"I only wanted to play if I was at 

100 percent. I want to get 100 yards a 

game and get some catches,'" Green 

said. "I want to be able to run hard 

out there." 

Green said that the haldest part 

of coming back off the injury was 

the first day o(practice. 

"The first day in pads I was 

slow because of the knee brace. I 

: 
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Ihey are. The fi ve most sought 

questions In the college football 

and r just answered all of them 

ou free of charge, consider that 

, fro m me to you. 

In high school. Green mixed 

track with football. At the end of his 

junior year green was first in the state 

have ever been in." 

Green said he also gained expe­

rience playing in memorable games 

"It's almost identical to Ne­

braska. There's no baseball or basket­

ball, just the Packers," Green said. 

"The town has really good fanfare." 

wanted to crank it up the next day," 

Green said. 

Green said he hopes that he can 

contribute to the Packers. 

NUMBER 30 Ahman Green ~: ! 
adjusts to life in Green Bay. .. . ~ 
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Former Eagle overcom 

injuries to play for NU 

By Troy Schulte 

during hi s career at Central , there 

one thing that sticks out in 0 . 

mind and he says he will never 

get. 
"Beating Prep my junior 

he said, "of all the stars to 

One former Central High football 

standout's co ll ege football career is 

jus t getting off the gro und , even 

though he played his last game as an 

Eagle almost three years ago. 

though here we were the second .• 'I.,tJO" .... 

si nce 1960 to beat Prep, that was J 

so fun ." 

On that October night in I 

Central rolled over Prep from start 

DeAntae Grixby, a 1997 all -state 

de fe nsive back who graduated from 

Central in 1998. is just starting his 

football career at the University of 

Nebraska at Lincoln after battling two 

finish beating them for the fir st 1I".:enzle 
since 1984. 

years of serious injuries. In the game Grixby carried 

During the last game of hi s high ball 15 times for 191 yards (167 

school career in the 1998 state play- them coming in the second hal f) 

offs, Grixby, who also started as 1- a 25 yard touchdown run in the 

Back. separated hi s shoulder and quarter pulling the final touches 

eventually had to have surgery on 28-7 Eagle win. 

both shoulders to correct this. In hi s junior year, Grixby ran 

While a fr esh man at Nebraska 966 yards and 8 touchdowns 

Grixby tore hi s anterior crucial liga- ing 107.3 yards-per-game. 

ment (ACL). That yard s-per-game ave -_vv.,,"" 

Both of those injuries were was good enough for JOthinthe o'"' .ElCClr 

enough to put Grixby on the sidelines Central was 7-2 that season 

for two years. Gri xby tried to make ing into the state playoffs before 

the best of a bad situation while he ing to Papilli o n/La Vista in 

sat on the sidelines for two full sea- quarterfinals. 

sons. Grixby's senior season was 

"I got to stand on the side lines as successful with them going 4· 5 

and watch them [teammates) on TV." the regular season but still I,,"uou • • · 

Grixby sa id, " I was just a fan ." spot in the state playoffs. 

Thi s season Grixby is li sted as a In the first round they shut 

freshman . He made hi s collegiate de- Millard West 19-0, in that ' 

but on Sept. 2 against San Jose St. Grixby ran 6 times for 42 yards 

Duri ng that first game he re - fore separating hi s shoulder CIIUIW _ _ 

turned kickoffs and had one carry for his high school career. 

nine yards on the last drive of a 49- Central went on to play Mi 

13 blowout South losing 17-0 ending thei r , 

Even though he got limited play- son. During the 1997 season On 

ing time Grixby understands hi s role ran for 943 yards and JO touch 

as a backup to starters Dan Alexander his 104.8 yards per game was 

and Correl Buckhalter. enough to rank 8th in the state . 

GO CENTRAL! Central Eagle fans get pumped up for the Central vs . Creighlon Prep ga me on Fri ., Sept I at Berqui st stadium. Central was 

having probl ems in the ir opening game against Cre ightoll Prep, but that did nut keep Cen tr:.t l fan s from showing their support. From left 10 the 

right : Ty Griess, Tim Davey.Robc rt I·ogarty. Clintoll Lloyd , Da vid Piskac, Scott Pearson. Chri stopher Ingraham . Ju stin Furby and Jaso n Goosen. 

"] Just want to help out on spe- Right now Grixby is finishi ng 

cia l teams," Grixby said, "and step in his studies and is scheduled to grad." •• 

• Terrell Gardner 

and contribute in case of an injury." ate in two years. 

As for the expectations of the After he graduates , Grixby 

2000 Corn huskers. Grixby says there he would like to get his masters 

is one thing on their minds, that is to gree in business and become a gr ' 

win the FedEx Orange Bowl for the ate assistant. 

nati onal championship . He said he would then like to 

"We're just goi ng to go glrnle b)",,·· 'Cotn8-'.hf'llssistant ct5ach for a 
. .' '. . ~.~. 

Former Eagle starts out at Colorado State 
game," Grixby said, "and show ev- " fo'olb1t1l tean't, prefetably at Nt'-

eryone in the world who the best team " I would like to stay in 

in the country is." someway," Grixby said, "Just nnl 

Of all the things he accomplished a player, I think this is it for me " 

By Seamus McMorri s 

One form e r Ce ntra l eagle 

discovered what life can mean after 

high school. 

Terrell Gardner, a former Central 

eagle. has been continuing his footbal l 

career at Colorado State Uni versity 

(CSU) with the Colurado State Rams. 

Although Gardner does not stan 

for the Rams, he plans to by the end 

of the season. 

At the mome nt he plays strong 

side guard. playing backup to 

Brodrick Lanaster. 

He has hi s work cut out for him . 

with learning the new system of plays 

and formati ons. but he says that he 

plans to have it all down by the end 

of thi s season. 

Gardner said that there is a major 

difference between high school and 

college football. 

He said that things move a lot 

faster in col lege footba ll and he just 

concentrates on offensi ve. as opposed 

to high schoul where he worked on 

just about everything . 

Gardner also said that ther-e is 

more competi tion for co ll ege football 

and that he has to work forevc rything 

a lot harder. Ca rdner said tha t even 

though he enJoys co llege football . he 

mi sses high sc hool footbalL 

l ie says that he likes the w aching 

s taff at CSU bu t misses Coach 

McMenamin and the coaching staff 

at Cemral becausc it was not as much 

work and more fun . 

" It s lik e th e bes t from every 

sc hool". Ga rdner said. 

Coach Joe McMel1Clmin said that 

he has fond memories of hi s former 

starter. McMenamin said that hc was 

a gOlld playe r duc 10 hi s size and 

tremendous speed . 

Cardncr wa s we ll liked on the 

team and rece i vecl no spe c ial 

accom modations whi le he played sa id 

McMenamin. 

McMenamin al so said that 

Gnrdne r 's best moment was against 

Creighton Prep hi s se nior year. 

McMenamin said th at Gardner 

was a leader in the line and the line 

looked up to him as a player. 

"Terre ll was more than Just size," 

McMenamin said. 

Gard n e r 

said th ~ lt he ill"st 

e njo yed the 

opening games 

"I cracked that guy!" 

and the Benso n 

game s bec au se 

of the trasll talk . 

But 1](: S~t id that hi s fa vorite game 

wa s ag[lill ~ t Prep hi s ~clliu r year. 

III thai ga me Cia rdner had the key 

block that let Brandon Williams go 

o n a nincty -y ard r un 10 score a 

touchdow n for thc E~ l g l es. 

,, ] crack cd that guy." Gardner 

said 

Ga rd nci did wc ll hi s se nior year 

with twcnty-four tackl es. thirty-seven 

ass ists and t\Vo fumblc rccover ies for 

the year. 

Wh e n as kcd about hi s future 

plans , G~ u · d Ilc r n:spllilded by saying 

tha t he wo uld like In go on to the pros, 

but he know s that someti mes that 

does not always work Oul. 

Ir e plan s to fa ll back o n his 

degree in computer sc icnces with a 

minor in finan ces if he needs to. 

''I'm blcssed wi th thi s tale nt. " 

Gardner "I id 

Terrell Care/lief; 

f onller Eagle 

Gardner sa id he hopes to see hi s 

tea m go on to he an un defeated 

champion, but he lea l izes th at cannot 

always happen and th at his team will 

probably suffer a couple of losses. 

He still sees them within th e top 

fifteen in rank. 

Gardner said he hopes [0 see the 

success from the fi eld and not from 

the sidelines. 

Since hi s deparlme from Central 

in the spring of 1999, Gardner has 

been keepi ng up with the sport and 

work ing hard as a red-shirt fres hman. 

Gardner has lowered his weight 

from close to 300 al l th e way down 

to 225 1bs. 

He has even been ab le to improve 

on hi s squat max . which is reaching 

over six hundred pounds. 

Gleaming the cube 

KAITlIN DAVlsrrHE REGISTER 

LEFT : Jeff 

Chase, spon ­
sored by Bykez. 
Bordz, and 
Bladz. does a tail 
stall on th e 
snake run b e­
fore dropping in. 

The Good Times are Killing Me Tour passed through Omaha 

un Tuesday, August 22. They skated at Robert 's park which fea­

lured skaters Ethan Fowler, Kris Markovich and Jon West. 

GJ1Ilperiai 'Palace 
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

VZ9!F!~neMlk!~ 402.291.6781 YOU ARE Worth Waiting For! 

"Experience authenti c Chinese dishes 

in our Spectacular Palace ." 

Lunch Mon· Fri 

Dinner 7 Days A Week 

Sunday Lunch from 12 Noon 

Private Party & Banquet Rooms 

Reservations & Carry Out 

12th & Davenport * Old Mill South, Omah 

330-3888 Rated by Omaha Magazine 

" Omaha's Bes t Oriental Restaurant" 

)II Jau U j 

www.pflag-O maha.org 

Am I Gay? 
(you' re not alone) 

Proud Horizons Youth Group 
Gay*Lesbian*Bisexual*Trans*Straight & Qut:stioning Youth 
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Greek Islands ili -~ 
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~ Gyros and More! 
,< 
~ 

"" ~ T, 

Greek and American Food 
a. 

q L. ,.... 
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~ Dine In-Carry Out 346-1528 ~ 
'" ::i M 

"" 3821 Center L. 
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such (IS chlilll1yC\i(1 , gOllolrhen, herpes, syphilis. (lml 

II IV/AIDS 7,000 !\'l1elic<11l teens cOH lr(1 ct a STI) every d" y 

The Birth COl1lroll'ill ano the "Morning-After" pill cnll 

(,fl!!Sf: b lood clul s, high hlood pressure. hre(ls l Cf1 11 Cer , 

eer vic(ll C(lll CC r, hC(lu(1 ches, blo(]1 illg, weight g(]ill , Il(lUSC::l 

(Jiltl vO lllitillg The " pill " causes chemi cal (1ooltiollS by 

all o\v illg ferlili zation 2% - 10% oflh e time and tJl en plevelll s 

i III P I a 11 t (11 ion (l r I he till Y b (\ by ill l he wall 0 r tile ute ru s . 
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cOllples per year ill prevellting 
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F Ol l110r e infOlIl1C1tioll , ca ll 399-0299 

[\tlETRO RIGlIT TO LIFE 
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. Wendy Olson 

urning letterwinners: 
bby Dyer ( II ), Ashley Krijan (10), 

Ivx Matyja (12), Katie Pryor, Jor­

~ Zendejas ( 10), Abby Olbirtz, 

McCall (11) 

ok for this season: 
average season is expected Olson 

id. 
e learn has played three matches 

have won one so far. 

. Jodi Dierks 

IaI c,Nll'{1 last year: 18-13 

starters: 3 

REGISTER 

Key games this year: 
Metros- September 27 

Districts- Ocotber 2 

Key players this year: 
Ashley Krijan (10) 

Alyx Matyja (12) 

How do you think this sea­
son will compare to the pre­
vious season? 
.. I don't know, this is my first year," 

Olson said. 

every game. The team will struggle 

early but will end strongly," Dierks 

said. 

Key games this year: 

Coach: Linda Harrington 

Record last year: 7th at state 

Returning letterwinners: 
Six 

Outlook for this season: 
A lot of youth with not many seniors. 

It 's a young team so it will be a littIe 

rough 

Key games this year: 
Papillion, Belluvue West, Marian, and Metro for girls- nice learning expe­

Millard North, they are all top ten rience and a lot of peolpe with major 

teams. 

Key. players this year: 
Holly Greenamyre and Robyn 

Sorensen be­

cause they have 

the moct experi­

ence and are 

leaders. Also, 

Angela 

Capellupo be-

cause she is new 

to the setting po­

sition (the quar­

terback of volley­

ball. ) 

competition 

Millard North- best team in the state 

so iys always a challenge 

Millard South Invite- Lots of people 

with a competitive atmosphere 

Key players this year: 
Josie Wieland- She is a powerful 

leader 

Lindsay Herrington- She is a good 

leader and a great gymnast 

Liz Pavlik- She is a promising talent. 

How do you think this sea­
son will compare to the pre-

vious season? 
"This season will start worse but it 

will get better. They have a lot of 

depth this year with a lot of younger 

people on the team," 

~ - -

f\ 
c , 

/-

FAITH LYNNITHE REGISTER 

JOCIE WIELAND (12) 

How do you 

think this 
season will 
compare to 
last? 

t t,t"I'BAU 
This season they 

stri ve to have 

m'ore than 20 wins 

under their belt, as 

opposed to 18 in 

1999. 

Coach: Joe McMenamin 
Record last year: 8-3 

Returning starters: 
Four on offense and fo ur on defense 

Outlook for this season: 

offensive line. Quarterback, George 

Da vis is a two year starter. 

""He is the glue for the team," 

McMenamin said. 

Running back, David Horne, and 

wide recievers, AJ Anderson and 

Mark Leflore. 

VOLLEYBALL IN ACTION 

The potential is good. Our goal is to 

make the state playoffs and see how 

far we can get from there," 

McMenamin said. 

How do you think this sea­
son will compare to the pre­
vious season? 

... .-v ........... Kerri Murtaugh 

. Coach: Scott Wilson 

last year: 10-14 

letterwomen: 
i Iy Lykke (12), Angela 

ckson (12), Jessica Gofta (12), 

ily Felix (11), Bernhardts (11), 

Miller (10), Kate Muldoon (10) 

look for 

sho uld be 

Key games this year: 
Our district games. The teams in our 

district are Millard South, Bellevue 

West, Westside and Burke. ""If 

September 18th we win these, it garantees that we go 

Papillion La Vista Invite- September to state," McMenamin said. 

16th Key players this year: 
Districts- October 5th & 6th Jamar Dorsey and Nick Lemek on the 

Key players this year: 
Jenny Miller (10) 

Ashley Wilds (9) 

Emily Muskin (9) 

How do you 
think this 
season will 
compare to 
the previous 
season? 
"We are a lot 

younger and have 

I e s s 

expierience, " 

Wilson said. : EMILY NEUMANNI THE REGISTER 

"It will be the same type of team as 

last year. It will be as good on defense 

and hopefully about the same for of­

fense. The defense has Clifton Gintz 

as linebacker, Mike Paltan as 

defensve end and Marlon Carter in the 

secondary," McMenamin said. 

il lard South-
EMILY NEUMANN/THE REGISTER JAKE PEDERSEN (11), JOSH SPRACKLIN (12) 

Coach: Tim Shipman 

Returning letterwinners: 
Carlos Zendejas (12), Andrew 

Danford (12), Graham Engdahl (12), 

Adam Deacon (11), Ryan Shaw (10) 

Marie Engdahl (11), Jamie Hills ( 10), 

Meredith Grunke (10), Cori 

Gustafsen (10) 

Outlook for this season: 
We have a good mix of 

underclassmen and sophomores, 

we should improve and be 

competitive. The goa l is to try 

and build a team , Shipman said . 

Key meets this year: 

Metros- Oct. 5th 

Districts- Oct. 12th 

I Vtflj III 

Key runners this year: 
Chris Gorga was 8tl

' at state last year. 

Ryan Shaw and Carlos Zendejas will 

also be imp ortant , Shipman 

said.Marie Engdahl and Meredith 

Grunke are the main girl s. 

How do you think this 
season will compare to 
the previous season? 
The men's team has a good mix of 

sophomores and juniors and should 

improve, Shipman said. While the 

girls will try to be more copetitive, 

he said. 

FAITH LYNNITHE REGISTER 

CARLOS ZENDEJAS (12) 

Coach: Matt Shafer 

Returning starters: 3 

Outlook for this season: 
Graduated a lot of players that are 

missed and also play ed 

doubles.Several top players who have 

improved a 10t.A couple of seniors 

who have tournament experience. A 

lot of guys are gettin their first var­

sity experience. Its a young team. 

IAN SANSOM (12) 

Key matches this year: 
Papi Ilion Invite. It is in two weeks and 

its a big tournament with lots of 

schools .Metro st. amny compete at. 

North invite could win would help 

confidence. 

Key players this year: 
Singles: Ian Sansom and Edward Yin 

Doubles: Seniors, Justin Furby and 

Mike Kruger. Also, Dennis Yin and 

Rob Garvin, who is a freshman. 

These six players will compete at 

mostly all of the tournaments 

How do you think this sea­
son will compare to the pre­
vious season? 
"Last year, we had several players that 

had experience. This year, several 

players have not played in a 

tournament. We are starting 
back from 

Shafer 

, ,/ 

~ )~ ~ 

ED YIN 
(11) 

KAITLIN DAVlsrrHE REGISTER KATE MULDOON (10) 
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ANDERSEN PAINTING I 

HOMECOMING SPECIAL 

ANY TUXEDO IN STOCK FOR 
$65.00 EACH 

556-3766 

72nd & Cass Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68114 

',I . 

B I{ l ; E ( ; ( ; E R 'S I ~;\ ( ; ~ L S 
- - BAKED FRESH 

Totally Lotllfletely ob<~~eJ w;tf, ~heW" 
Bagels Desserts 

. Bagel Sandwiches 
Beverages Soups 

North 114th Street 4743 South 96th Street 
3105 West Center Road 4015 Dodge Street 

Chilis' Bar & Grill 
"Home of the Baby Back Rib!" 

391-2500 

7400 Dodge St 

Omaha, Nebraska 68114 

Call in to Make a 

To Go Order! 

. if< h" I offers this speCla or t lS exterzor season: I 

I bathroom painted at no cost with every 

exterior. or S 150 price reduction 

(Free esti mates, insured, references) 

I 
I 
I 
I 

(402)679-6464 I 
Coupon needed I 

--~-----~-----~-~~--~ 

••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 
:~ Calif~ 7 acos : 

: ~ Expires 10/18/00 : Just 112 mile from Central: 
• 
• Buy a flour taco and a 
• • beverage and receive a 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Dine in/ Carry-out 

MON-SAT 11-9 
: complimentary order of 

• nachos . : 33rd & California 
• • 

••••••••••••••••••• 342-0212 

-
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Safe training 
beats the heat 

Central's athletic 

trainer, Jeanee Weiss, 

discusses heat 

illnesses. 
What are the warning signs? 

Heat illness may vary in degree of 

seriousness ; therefore warning signs 

may be different. Heat cramps are ine 

voluntary spasms of the muscle and 

may occur without warning. Heat eXe 

haustion is caused by the dehydration 

and overheating of the body. Signs 

may include dizziness, weakness, 

nausea, and profuse sweating. Heat 

strokes are characterized by loss of 

consciousness, body temperature of 

106 degrees, lack of sweating, and 

clammy skin. 

What happens to an athlete's 

mindset as heat illness start set in? 

Once the athlete recognizes that 

he/she is experiencing some form of 

heat illness, he!she may become con­

fused due to the dehydration, or he! 

she may begin to panic. Should such' 

illnesses occur a number of times, the 

athlete may become discouraged in 

participating from that particular 

sport , or exercise in general. 

Do the risks of some injuries in­

crease if training in the heat? 

Yes. In addition to the heat illness 

previously discussed, injuries as a re­

sult of exhaustion or fatigue increase. 

In the heat, your body fatigues faster, 

putting you at risk for sprains (stretch­

ing of ligaments), strains (stretching 

of muscle or tendon), fractures. 

What is the best prevention? 

If you're hoping to prevent heat 

illnesses, consume at least two quarts 

of water per day, wear loose-fitting 

cotton clothing that allows your skin 

to breathe and evaporate sweat, and 

choose cooler tims of the day to ex­

ercise. 

What is the best treatment? 

When dealing with any heat ilness, 

the most important step you can take 

is to cool the body. This may be ac · 

complished by stopping the activity, 

moving into the shade or air condi­

tioning, wipe the body with cool wet 

towel, drink water, and immerse in 

ice!water if needed. 

What are the main factors that 

cause heat illnesses in athlete? 

When the athlete has not con­

sumed adequate fluid prior to activ­

ity. Causes such as dark clothing, 

wearing rubberized or spandex cloth­

ing and practicing between 2 p.m. and 

5 p. m. are also factors that put the ath­

lete at greater risk of developing heat 

illnesses. 

NIKKI 
SEFFRON: 
shows her 
school spirit 
while perform­
ing with the 
cheerleading 
squad during 
the fall pep 
rally. 

Central kickboxer wins championship 
Klckboxlng, from page 17 

Bentley fought at the National 

Amateur Kickboxing Finals for two 

vacant bantamweight belts in Muay 

Thai. 

The judges decided Bentley the 

winner in a 30-26 score by all three 

judges. Bentley became the victor by 

unanimous dec ision. 

Bentley fought at the National 

Amateur Kickboxin g final s fo r a 

vacant belt in the bantam weight 

division for Muay Thai. Muay Thai 

is a form of kickboxing that allows 

knees and elbows. 

Bentley has now been awarded 

the International Kickbox in g 

Federation Bantamweight Muay Thai 

Championship belt and the 

International Kickboxing Federation 

United States Bantamweight Muay 

Thai Champi onship belt for hi s win 

over Flurry. 

Bentley is now ranked number 

one in the United States and number 

two in the world . 

Thi s ranking did no t co me 

overnight , however. It has come ove r 

the years with a lot of hard work and 

training. 

It all started at age nine when hi s 

mo ther entered Bentle y into se lf­

defense lessons because of the kids 

picking on him in schoo l. 

Bentley 's coach and teach e r, 

Mick Doyle, saw potential in him at 

an early age and entered him in point 

sparring competitio n. Ho we ver , 

Bentley was not terribly success ful 

and bo th Bentley and hi s coac h 

thought that Muay Thai and 

Kickboxing would bc the best place 

for him. 

In Bentley's se ven yea rs o f 

training, he has tra veled to Ireland 

twice and has had a recent trip to 

Thailand. He may not have come back 

with the win but he always retained 

his dignity and honor. 

Bentley is now captain of the 

United States Junior Competition 

team . This team not only does Muay 

Thai fighting, but Low Kick , and 

Above the Waist kickboxing as well. 

The team has been challenged by 

the Be larouse team and the Ireland 

tea m. Even th ough Bellarouse 

fighters have been in sixty plus fights , 

Bentley said that he and his team are 

up for any challenge. 

Muay Thai is supposedly going 

to become an official Olympic sport 

in the 2004 Olympics. 

KICK: Rob Wiley attempts to finish off his opponent with a 

kick during his bout at the National Amateur Klckboxing fin,al 
held at Harvey's Casino onSept. 3rd. 

the R ber 18, 2000 

Husker webcast 

paves new road 

for broadcasting 
By Chris Aponick watch the game. 

However, many Central 5t 

The Internet broadcast of the and staff had trouble with the g<l 

Sept. 2 Nebraska football game may reception on their computers. 

start the trend that affects how people Junior Cole Schulte watched 

watch sports, the University of game from Circuit City Wh ere 

Nebraska sports information director works . 

said. The computer streaming I 

Shamus McKnight said that the game put the game up onto a I 

Sept. 2, 2000 webcast of the screen television . The recep 

Nebraska- San Jose State game was looked bad and the audio feed 

the start of a good trend that he would ahead of the video," Schulte sa id. 

like to see continue. Nick Delman, freshman, sa id 

The game's broadcast was the video feed had still screens 

viewed by more than 200,000 had to reload the site several times. 

computer users, McKnight Said. "It took forever too get on," Tut 

This is the first Division 1 said. 

football game that had been Central social studies 

broadcasted on the Internet," Gene Boeka said he was 

Nebraska Educational Television impressed with the quality. 

executive producer, Bill . . _. ___ _ _ "I would prefer 

Ganzel said. He said the " Iii sten to it o n I 

-

broadcast generated "J radio," Boeka said . 

many positive I ~ I The webcast 1_::""':;-

responses from z not able to be 

around the world. ~ television q uali 
We received e- ~ a: production due lu · I .· p ~,:im 

mails from China, 3 m t ran s m i ss i 0 

Holland, England \\ ~g I McKnight sai d . . 
I I • Z a: 

and New Zealand," : \ \ ~ ~ I 56K modem doe> 
Ganzel said. "In I '" \ , get as good ,~ .LIIUUI 

Ch ' f ' • , 
lOa, a group 0 \. \, \, . ....--- ~ :. -::.::. ·:::. -:~ i reception as a hig I _;.;~.;o~ 

Husker fans ., I •• __ - - ~.......--- __ . ".: •• f speed connect I 
, i~ __ ~__ " • ,_ /. 

gathered around a ... r -- ~.;; .. -- > J he said. 

computer to watch the .... __ ., . Omaha mainly 

game." . _-- cable modems. How e, 

The webcast's .--- digital lines have the best q uali 

reception was pretty good for a reception. Ganzel said. 

computer with a 56K-modem, Central "If people are on mod e 

social studies teacher, Bill Tucker frankly they (the video steams) 

said. going to be really bad," Ganzel sai 

Tucker said he would watch a "They will not have smooth moti 

Husker webcast again. and may look like a slideshow," 

NETV broadcasted the game Video is hard to send down m o d e~ .I .II«'O"" 

along with FOX Sports. Most of the because of their size Ganzel sa id. 

technology behind the game belonged As more people watch In 

to NETV McKnight said. webcasts, they will begin to dema 

The process NET V uses to better quality in production, Gam 

broadcast on the Internet is ca1lM siiia: ~:de . n~i 

"streaming video" Ganzel said. This could be a reality becau. 

"NETV has been streaming Nebraska may choose to prOl,' 

audio! video for other Nebraska sports them McKnight said. 

for over one year now" Ganzel said. Nebraska football games m a ~ 

"We stream the games so people webcast depending on the te 

outside of the area can watch the schedule. 

games." 

The broadcast was done using 

the cameras that are used to provide 

the video feed to the big screen 

televisions inside Memorial Stadium. 

The feed is then sent to NETV 

through an underground fiber-optic 

channel. NETV proceeded by putting 

the images up on satellites. A 

company hired by FOX Television 

then brings down the video off the 

satellite's feed. It is then placed on a 

computer and they put it on the 

Internet. 

The Huskers' radio announcers 

provided the audio commentary. 

Viewers were able to log on to FOX 

Sports' website or Huskers.com to 

"If the Nebraska games are n" ,r .. I--­

selected by ABC or FOX 's Big 

coverage, if there is no other 

without the Internet, then we I I il 

webcast them," McKnight said . 

However, the ability to 

streaming video could also be u 

by high school Ganzel said. 

"It is perfectly within the abili l: 

of high schools to do it," Ganzel ' 

"Maybe it would be only one ca 

but the cost for the technology is 

that much. It would be easy to ,ill 

live video stream and put it on 

school website." 

For the Nebraska sports see 

the Internet is a new opti 

McKnight said. 

entral sinks as ~~aHtlJS~a~odominates Central's offensive line establishes uni 
Lincoln Southeast is once again 

at the top of Nebraska high school 

football. 

This time it is exerting its domi­

nance through a defense that has not 

allowed a point in two games. This is 

a defense that wins state champion­

ships and because of that they are 

ranked number one in the Septem­

ber Register Prep Rankings. 

On the other hand, seven points 

is all that sepa­

rates the Central 

Eagles from an 

undefeated sea­

son. Central has 

fallen to 

reighton Prep, 

The Opinion 

of 

the Register 

Sports staff 
'---------' 

28 ·27 , and to Bryan, 28-n. 

Central has struggbJ due to its 

tough schedule and a grollp of rela­

tively inexperierlced players. How­

ever, ifCer.tral wins district games at 

Burke, at Westside, and home games 

against Millard South and Bellevue 

West. it will find itselfin the hunt for 

the state title again . 

Creighton Prep has barely won 

both of its games. 

Millard South holds the middle 

ground at number 5 after a close loss, 

38-28, at Papillion. 

Eight teams are undefeated in the 

top 10 and anyone could be at the top 

when state playoffs roll around. 

By Chris Aponick 

Having strength and unity as a 

group, accepting their roles on the 

team and helping out the team as the 

season gets rolling, are the three 

paramounts for Central's junior-led 

offensive line. 

The line is separated from the rest 

of the team in practices Jamar Dorsey, 

right tackle, said. 

"We practice in a small group. 

There is more intensity in the prac­

tices ," he said . 

Unity is also built in how the line 

works on the field because the offen­

sive line has to move together. The 

running back and the quarterback 

only do one thing, but the (offensive 

line) have to know what the other 

guys are going to do," Dorsey said. 

However, a strong unity also 

serves to help when things do not go 

according tv plan. 

"Sometimes you have to impro­

vise. You have to be ready to give up 

your body for the good of the team," 

left guard , Nick Lemek said. 

We have a couple of kinks to 

work out but we have gelled really 

well Dorsey said . 

Two of the starting linemen have 

had to fi II holes left by injured play­

ers . There was a lot of adversity 

caused·by the injury to former right 

guard , N. Johnson, but David Kass 

stepped up to replace him. 

"Kass had to learn all the posi­

tions," Lemek said. 

David is a humble guy, but he is 

not shy on the field, Dorsey said. 

"He won't shy away from a little 

violence," Lemek said. 

Center Matt Foreman also had to 

fill a vacancy left by an injury to 

Sherrod. Foreman came in with no 

complaining, Dorsey said. 

" I am just happy to step up and 

to play," Foreman said. 

Both players learned their posi­

tions very quickly. 

"At first, Foreman did not know 

how to snap the football," Lemek 

said. "He snaps pretty good now." 

Central's linesmen know their 

importance in creating a successful 

football season. 

"Central has a history of great 

running backs, but they need offen­

sive line to open up holes," Dorsey 

said. 

Last year, Central had two 1 ()()()­

yard rushers. That was attributed to a 

good line. 

"If you do not have a good of­

fensive line then you cannot do any­

thing," Dorsey said .. 

The offensive line is the most 

underrated part of football, he said. 

"Without us, there would be no 

superstar running backs," Lemek 

said. 

"However, our reward is 

the running back make a 50-! ' 

touchdown and knowing I mad.: 

integral block," Lemek said. 

The line also is ready to help ' 

as the team tries out its new 

on its rivals. Hopefully, the tealll 

be able to win games dure to its 

look, he said. 

"We are hoping to open up . 

more passes ,' Dorsey said . .. 

makes us an unpredictable tealll " 

The evenly mixed pass and 

attack gives the team more 

Lemek said. The season's earl y 

was to get revenge on Creighton 

who they split games with las t 

son. 

"Prep is everybody's best 

up and their rivalry," Dorsey said. 

Central played Prep on Sept 

which was their first game thi s 

son. They loss 28-27 . 

"We had all year to think a 

this game," Dorsey said. "We 

to come out fired up and play 48 f 

utes of hard, smash mouth foot 

Dorsey said that he wants to 

Prep again . 

Despite this loss, the line 

ues to grow along with state tilk 

pirations . 

" I want to go to Lincoln 

win state this year," Dorsey said. 


