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ndrew Danford 

an effort to increase awareness of 

di stric t developments, Omaha Public 

Is (O PS) admi ni strators met with nearly 

tra l members, students and parents 

a two ~ h ou r forum in the Central 

1rium un Jan. 20. 

Superintendent Dr. John Mackiel 

purpose of the meeting was to address 

l:oncerns over the $254 million bond 

Central renovation plans and equity 

n the district. 

. s represents an ongoing commitment 

e school di strict has to its constituents," 

iel sta rted the meeting with an 

. tion of the reasons behind the changes 

rict made in its student assignment 

He said a major force driving the change 

eral funding. 

f we were interested in applying for a 

t school grant," he said, "we wouldn't 

to because of a public school system, 

magnet school attendance is based 

race." 

cyo nd the issue of federal funding, 

. el said several court cases across the 

1n pro mpted the change to a student 

nment plan not based upon race, This 

student assignment plan formed the 

bone of the $254 million bond issue last 

Fo llowing thi s opening explanation, 

'k iel and severa l other district 

in i ~ trators li stened to the concerns of 

al staff, students and parents. 

Centra l Marketing Teacher Vicki Wiles 

Ce ntral, No rth, South and Benson 

ived new gym facilities the last time the 

iet did a major renovation project. 

Every school excluding Central currently 

's their home games at their school, she 

"We are visi tors on our home field, " 

Cent ra l Football Coach Joe McMenamin 

Centra l's 18 ~ year old Astroturf is the 

artificia l field in the nation , 

Despite the aging fac ilities, McMenamin 

Centra l is still a great place, 

'There is no other school in the state that 

ould rather be teaching at despite our 

age fac ilities," he said. 

In light of the needs of Central , Mackiel 

he and the administration must look at 

di strict as a whole in order to make 

"A commitment was made to the Omaha 

mu nity-Centra l included ," Mackiel 

" It is not acceptable that a 1957 trailer 

as a classroom for students in OPS, 

take a look at equitable funding and 

on a c ity ~ wid e basis," 

He said because OPS is the only school 

triC! in the c it y, it i s vital that the 

in istration looks out for the entire district 

not just one schooL 

Turn to BOND, page 2 

OUCH! (ABOVE) Central alumnuss, Dominic Holmes, carefully sketches a taUoo on a customer at American 

Tattoo. (BELOW) Holmes shows off one of the many taUos featured on his neck. 

Central Alumnus makes a permanent career 
By Kaitlin Davis 

"Yeah, they bleed sometimes," former Central 

student Dominic Holmes said . 

Holmes got his first tattoo when he was 18. He 

now works full time for American Tattoo on 84'h and 

L streets. 

"It didn ' t hurt as much as I thought it would," 

Holmes s'aid : 

He has Qe,eQ"a t.?ttop artist since he graduated in 

1996 from Central. 

Holmes said that he wasn't sure what he wanted 

to do when he left Central, but he knew that he walited 

to involve ar t in his ca reer choice, .• 

He rece ived a Go ld and Si lver Key in th e 

Scholastic Contest while at Central and hi s artwork 

was featured in an exhibit at Joslyn Art Museum, 

Holmes sa id that before decidi ng to become a 

tattoo artist he was looking into becoming a graphic 

designer. He was hoping to attend the Colorado Art 

Insti tute or the Kansas City Art Institute , 

Holmes sa id that some of his previous art teachers 

are di sappointed that he has become a tattoo artist, 

bur.th:r ~ t ' a.~~ri1:t bother h irrY. i~ ;;'" ",: 
., '(' ~~"~.~J; ,'" \' 
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Race commision proposes city survey 
By Andrew Danford 

As part of the group's goal of addressing 

racism in the city, the Omaha Commission 

on Community -and Race Relation suggested 

that a survey be conducted to test Omahans' 

attitudes toward race, _ the Omaha Human 

Relations Depa ~ tment Director said. 

Kellie Paris-Asaka said that th e 

commission, which was formed by Mayor Hal 

Daub in 1998 in respo nse to the Marvin 

Ammons' ~ h ~o tin g, plans on conducting a 

phone survey of 1400 Omaha residents before 

May I in order to get their opinions on race 

relations in the city, 

" It 's not 'going to be obvious questions 

such as 'Are you a racist,'" she sa id. 

Instead, Pari s-Asaka said that the survey, 

which will last no more than 12 minutes, will . the sur vey, Paris-Asaka said that they would 

foc us rnore o n personal experie nces to need an additional $10,000. 

determine how widespread rac ist acts are in The commission requested this money 

Omaha. from the Omah ~ C it y Cou'nci l on Jan. 4 . 

Central j unior Ty Griess said that he does 

not think that a race survey is necessary. 

" I do n ' t th ink that we need a sur vey 

because racism will always be there," Griess 

sa id . "We would be wasting tax payer money 

when we already know that it exists," 

However, Central junior Willie Potts said 

th at he would support a race survey if it would 

help lead people to so luti ons for the problem, 

, 
However, the counc il rejected its request 

for the money. Councilman C li ff Herd was 

the only person '; vote in favor of the funding. 

"r wasn't ill · IOO percent agreement with 

the survey," Herd said, " but thi s is kind of a 

volatile subject " 

Herd sa id tha t he ho ped to avoid a 

confro ntati o n with the commission by 

approv,il'ig.the fU}1ding even though he did not 
1_.' .' . ' 

think that .thl.·. ·. om,m. issio'n was following 

proper {orM j , ,,. ~!t purvey, 

On Jah. . ij& Commission published a 

62 cpage r ~p ' ~ th~ ' t asked the c iti zens, 

Before the commiss ion can proceed with government and organi zations within Omaha 

"Everyone knows that racism ex ists in 

Omaha ," Potts said , "but we don't know to 

what ex te nt. T hi s survey would he lp us 

di scover the truth of the m a tte r: ~ 

to make a statement agai nst racism before Jan . 

31. 

Herd said th at thc commission should 

have cond uc ted the sur vey fir st and then 

published its findin gs. 

. The commissio n's report suggested that 

the cit y form a database of reports of racist 

acts before the year 200 I . 

A lso, Pari s-Asaka sa id th e report 

requested ' that there be a campaign against 

racism and .s upporting the promotion of 

diversi ty in the c ity. 

One such agency that receives criticism 

for racis t prac tices is the Omaha Police 

Department (OPD), she said . 

OPD Spokesperson Officer Don Savage 

• Turn to RACE, Page 4 

laystatians used far student achievement 
Meredith Zendejas 

foor ma ny students in Pleasantville, New 

y Public School District, their parents 

no t be ye llin g a t the m to do their 

rk , they will yelling at them to luse 

Playstaitons, 

Dr. Andrew Carrington , Pleasantville 

ic Schoo ls Superinte ndent said that the 

r urchased Playstations for the schools 

student achievement in academics 

ing skills. 

Carrin gton sa id that the students are able 

to check out a Playstation for as 

long as a semester. 

The students also took / ' 

Principal Dr. Gary Thompson sa id that 

he cou ld no t imagi ne the Playstations being 

beneficial. 

home ga mes with the Playstati ons, He sa id that the games would become 

The games, pro v ide d by Life Span a di straction to the learning of the students. 

Corporation, are interac ti ve games that Nin g nin g Li, juni or , agrees with 

corre s pond with what they are ~ h o mp so n . 
lea rnin g in schoo L Li sa id th at no matter what the 

Carrington sa id that the students are ~ • Playstat ions are supposed to do, 

asked to give up twenty minutes of their Ii '- they wont help learning. 

televis ion time to use the Playstation. DO ~ ~ , ~ ~ , ,- " It 's a noble effort, but all it 

He said that it reinforces what they " """'\ does, is was te money," Dustin 

learned in the classroom. COURTESY OF SONY Fri edman, senior sa id. 

Carrington said that the students have 

spent morc than thc required time with the 

games, 

"They spent an hour to an hour and a half 

more," he sa id . 

Matt Lind, senior, said that homework is 

looked on as a bad thing to students. 

He said by giving students a Playstation, 

they can relate to it, and would be more likely 

to do homework . 

Thompson said that he thinks th at the 

student s woulrl rather play with rea l games 

than the educat iona l games provided. 

Li sa id th at thcre are not any kids who 

are honest enough to use the Playstatio n for 

school. 

Carr ington said that they just started the 

program thi s year. so they will have to wait 

until the school year is over to see if the 

Playstation s really worked or not. 

Thom pson sa id th at Centra l is no t 

planning on purchasing Playstations any time 

soon. 

He said that he doubts th a t the 

Playstat ions actuall y enhance learning skill s, 

bu t he would ha ve to see it to beli eve it. 
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Caucuses 

show future 

candidates 
No surpri ses were re vea led in the 

Iowa Ca ucuses fur president o n Jan. 

24. The result s showed George W. 

l3ush leadi ng the Rep ublican Caucus 

and Vice-Pres ide nt AI Gore with ail 

i mpressi ve lead in the Democratic 

Caucu s. 

Smoking bill 

defeated in 

legisature . 
Leg isla ti ve Bill 750, introduced 

by Slate Se nator Nancy Thompson, 

that \\o ltld ba n smoki ng in about 

1,400 sit -down restaurants and cafes 

\V a; rejected by two vo tes in the 

Ncb ra ~k a Legi slature. 

The bill wo uld have a llowed 

sillok ing in bars and bars attached to 

restaurants. 

DECAhoids 

districts at 

Central High 
DECJ\ Di stricts were he ld on 

Jan. 29 at Central High School. 

Thc co mpe tit io n, which is 

us ua lly he ld at Southroads Mall, 

inc luded marketing workshops and 

other leadcrship building activities. 

New hotel 

p lanned for 

downtown 
An cight-story Hilton is planned 

to be bui It at 10,10 and Dodge Streets 

near the proposed convention center

arena. 

The 179 roo m hote l will cos t 

$ 15.8 mi Ilion to build on the site that 

served as the Omaha Police Station 

and i:l il unti l 1970. This will be the 

third hOle I bui It in the lO'h Street area 

s i nee 1997 . 

Former city 

mayor Leahy 

dies at age 70 

Former Omaha Mayor Eugene 

Leahy d ied o n Jan. 18. T he Gene 

Leahy Mall, which was renamed after 

the mayor in 1992 , is a phys ical 

sy mbo l o f this past mayo r 's 

c()nt ributions . 

Leahy was known for hi s sense 

of humor and various contributions 

to the c ity of Omaha. 
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IN A SHOW OF 
SUPPORT Neb. Sen. 

Bob Kerrey shakes Bill 
Bradley's hands. en
dorsing his campaign 
for the Democratic 

THE MANY 
FACES OF 

BRADLEY: 
Bradley reacts to 

the questions 
thrown his way at 

a campaign stop 
in Council Bluffs. 

Photos by Claire 

Devney. 

Bradley campaigns in Council Bluffs 
By Andrew Danford 

In the poll s he was neck and neck with 

Vice President Al Gore, but in Counci l Bluffs, 

Bill Bradley at a height of 6 feet 5 inches 

stood head and s houlders above the 175 

people who gathered to hear him on Dec. 19. 

Fo llowing an endorsement speech by 

Neb. Sen. Bob Kerrey, Bradley addressed the 

crowd o n a w ide variety of iss ues but 

focussed mainly on recent attacks delivered 

by Gore. 

Bradley said that the Gore campaign had 

inc o rrec tly portray ed his sta nce o n 

educational issues. 

He said that although he voted in fa vor 

of several experimental plans during hi s three 

terms as a N.J. senator, he was not in fa vor 

of school vouchers if they took away from 

funding for the public schools. 

"Vouchers cannot be the answer to the 

problems of public education in America," 

Bradley said. "So, no matter what anybody 

else says, that is what you heard from me." 

In addition to' defending his stance on 

school vouchers, Bradley di scussed the issue 

of expanding the potential of chi ldren and 

granting them more opportuni ty to use their 

tal ents. 

"The economy really is not good if 

working families cannot look at their children 

and believe that their children will have a 

better standard of li ving than they," he sa id. 

He said that as president he would work 

to help students achieve everything that they 

are capable of doi ng. 

He added that the great economic trigger locks . 

prosperity that America has seen over the past "I think that would help," Bradley sa id, 

decade is like ly to continue long into the "but the problem is greater than just that. " 

future. He said that the media a lso has a 

Thi s bounty would be able to push responsibility to control what they show to 

Amer ica forward into an age of greater students on television. 

growth and opportunity for all,he said. When he was a senator, Bradley used to 

"This is the time to decrease the number meet with high school seniors every year. 

of people in poverty," Bradley said. "This is During one such meeting, he asked the 

the time to move our country a couple of feet students how many of them had witnessed a 

forward." person die. 

He said that he hopes the rest of the Out of the 20 seniors he was meeting 

world would follow the lead of the United with, two claimed that they had witnessed a 

States and attempt to aid the poor as well. person being killed . 

Part of moving the nation's poor into Bradley said one of the students then 

wea lth is providing them with the described to him what it was like to witness 

opportunity to seek higher education, a person die. 

Bradley said. ''' You know senator, it is nothing like it 

. As president , Bradley said that he would looks on T.v. There was finality to it. ' ," 

work to make sure that all people could reap Bradley quoted the student. 

the bcnefits of college. Bradley said that the media has placed 

Bradley also addressed the issue of its own economic interests above the safety 

school violence while in Council Bluffs. of the public. 

"The problem of scho Q ; E. viol~Q~ . e , ip ~~'. ae said . that it is the . medi a's 

America is not a simple one," he said. "It 'is responsibility to censor it se lf and not 

a question that demands multiple levels of promote violence through the programs that 

respo nse." it shows. 

One action that Bradley named in the "It is not just a matter of freedom of 

interests of preventing further incidents of expression versus responsibility," he said. 

school violence was the tighter control and "There is a built in issue of responsib ility 

registration of guns. for people who know something is har mful 

"Las t year, 8000 kids carried a gun to for those younger than you." 

school at least one day," Bradley said. Bradley said that another fact or that 

He said that as president, he would would lead to a so lu tion wou ld be the 

support a national system of registration for involvement of parents in the lives of thei r 

all guns and work to have guns fitted with children. 
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"There isn't another school di strict Ir, H 

city," Mackiel said. "As goes the school dlltO ge~ 
so goes the city." 

OPS Administrator John Smith said ~. l ppr . el 

the di strict proposed the $254 million bond/ hl~ 
last year, the district looked at the needs o f~ . 

school in the district on an indi vid ual b i Pp~el 
From this information, the district deci ded \: .' 

the amount of the bond that the city passetS ' 

1999. 1 
"We are trying to do the best we can 

the hand that we have been dealt," Smith l. 

"There are over $500 million wort~ ,of ncel ' 

the Omaha Public Schools distrICt. a 
When the district looked at the urgent, 

the indi vidual needs, they limited the amI , 

of the bond to $254 million. About $l5 2 milJy A 
of this money will go to Central , Sm llh 5al:-

Thi s $15.2 million will be used to fun: . A 
conditioning, heating. general refur bi sh i n. ~ atio 

the interior, addition of classroom space a: 'rogn 

total overhaul of the infrastructure includim tu4,e 

plumbing, electrical and technological neec'!:nowl 

'd R sa l . . 
Smith said these changes are t entat l'> ~atlol 

scheduled to begin at Central sometime duNCE 

200 1 or 2002. ourth 

'. I 'd h d" Id b Illd n< Mackie sal t e IStrlCt wou e WI , 

. h ' d d . ubjec to wo rk Wit pnvate onors an organizat. 
. h d ' t th ourth that WIS e to give money 0 e reno va: . 

. ount! 
project. C 

"Collaboration is indeed a key," :-'1aCi . 
)lrect 

said. " We would very much endorse thai k . 

f h
· " aid th 

o partners lp. 11 
Mackie! also said money could be ('b la t: ~e 0

1 
from federal grants to supplement the S: e . 

million that the district has allocated for
eqUir 

. [Jstrm 
Central renovation project. H 

In addition, Mackiel said it was impor. 

to remember that the $15.2 million will noW t 

an entire o verhaul of Central. ePOt
r 

. la WI 
" [( was never a top to bottom renm 311': .• p ol 

'rollc' 
Mackiel ·said. ·· sess 

For example, Smith said the rep\acerr s H 

of the Astroturf and track is not coverd ur'\'d 
I no 

the $ 15.2 million. He said such projects are'he va: 

of the regular repair and upkeep of the scho,eing 

Smith said he estimates the cos t of Ir the' 

replacement project to be near $500 thcusa:,r ina; 

Mack iel closed the evening by reaffi rm C 

th e district ' s commitment to th e pub':hair 

spec ific ally Central. he su 

"Tonight, there is a commitment," he \'Iuesti 

"Can these issues be relieved overnight ? I ti, how , 

no t. But at least we have a start." H 

Standardized tests determine students' placemen:1 
By Andrew Danford 

In response to grow ing concerns 

over academic achievement, sc hool 

districts ac ross th e country are 

ad o pting s ta ndardiz ed tests to 

determine a student 's grade 

placement , an education expert sa id . 

Robert Hauser, a professor at the 

University of Wi sconsin , sai d he 

served on a committee to evaluate 

such test use in 1998. 

Hauser, who was the cha ir of his 

section and co-ed itor of the study, said 

the committee found th at retaining 

students in their grade level did very 

little to help them academica ll y. 

"Contrary to the widespread 

belief," Hauser sa id , "a very good 

share of kids are held back." 

The larges t age groups to be 

retained are those between the ages 

of 6 and 8 and those between the ages 

of 15 and 17 . F ifteen percent of 

students in those age groups are held 

back, Hauser said . 

" For so me odd rea so n, the 

Educati o n De partment does not 

publish these statist ics," Hauser sa id . 

"The big problem here is that when 

kids are held back, no one cares to 

follow up on them." 

Currently, Hauser said that the 

state of Texas and the cities of 

Chi cago and New York City were 

exper imenting with programs that 

used standa rdi zed tes t re sult s to 

determine whether a student should 

move on to the next grade leve l. 

" It is not fair to the kids," Hauser 

said . "It doesn't help them out at all." 

Junior Chris F ischer said that he 

does not be li eve tes ting is useful in 

determin in g stud e nt 's grade 

placement the way that schools are 

currently organized. 

"Testing doesn ' t help any if you 

are going to keep our current model 

of education," Fischer said . 

He said that a model similar to 

the year round plans in Europe would 

have to be adopted before testing 

could be used effectively in America. 

However, Hauser sa id that 

standardized testing of this type is not 

entirely bad . 

He said that these standardized 

tests cou ld be used to determine 

which students need extra help with 

learning. 

"There are right ways and wrong 

ways to go about it," he said. "If tests 

are used in the right way, they are a 

reasonable practice." 

Junior Steve Houlden said tests 

could be used to determine where 

students should be placed. 

"Tests do have their valu e," 

Houlden said. "They might be a good 

solve problems with retention" .ludie 

However , Muff said thai 'T 

provide a solid standa rd to eva luate a would not support using standard l: ustIC( 

tes ts to determine a st ude l)f gO\ 

placement in school. 

way to separate people ." 

He sa id th a t th e te sts would 

student 's progress versus their peers'. 

In Omaha, Sc hool Psychologist 

Richard Muff, who wo rk s out of 

Central Hi gh. said standardi zed tests 

are used to identify students who may 

have a learni ng di sability or need 

extra hel pin school. 

"What we li ke to foc us on is why 

students are unsuccessful ," Muff said. 

He sa id th a t o ften s tudent 

ass istance teams are formed to help a 

child if it is believed that they need 

extra he lp . 

"You ' ve got to be care ful . ,....., 

tests,' he said. "Your are going lO r ........ E 
people on a bad day." 

For this reason, Muff said I ~y T 
programs such as those in Tel. 

Chicago and New York are ri sk\. ' TI 

the students . :entra 

Muff said that although he ' to 
seen some public pressure to In the 

standardized tests to determ inihe pa 

student's placement , the dis lrJeog l 

Th ese team s cons is t o f the would probably not consider doinf·ompe 

parents, pri nc ipa ls, teachers . 

psychologists and students and help 

to pl an to mee t each child 's needs, 

Muff sa id . 

" We loo k a t eac h case 

ind ividuall y," Muff sa id . "You don ' t 

Muff said that in the Om! ' 

Public Schools (OPS) di stri ct. t~ 
were certain guidelines that stude' 

should achieve. These standard, : 

called the Omaha In s tru ctior 

Objectives. he said. 
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RESTAURANT &. LOUNGE 

Central High School presents ' I 
I , 

Saving sex for marriage provides real freedom from 

unexpected pregnancy, emotional pain from broken 

sex ual relationships, and sexually transmitted dis

eases, such as chlamydia, gonorrhea, herpes, syphilis, 

and HlY/AIDS . 7,000 American teens contract a STD 

every day. 

The Birth Control Pill can cause blood clots, high 

blood pressure, breast cancer, headaches, bloating, 

weig ht ga in , nausea and vomiting. The pill causes 

r hemical abortions by allowing fertilization 2%-10% of 

the time and then prevents implantation of the tiny 

baby in the wall of the uterus. 

Condoms fail to prevent prenancy 20% of the time and 

fai l to prevent HIY / AIDS 17%-23% of the time. 

For more information, cal l 399-0299 
METRO RIGHT TO LIFE 

900 1 Arbor St. Suite 104 

\ 

"Experience authentic Chinese dishes 
in our Spectacular Palace'~ [! I LUcUoa - Frl DIDDer 7 D.y_ A W •• k 

'g" Sand_y Lrmc1a from 12 NOOD 

Private Party.& Banquet Rooms 

ReservatiollS & Carry Out 

112th & Davenoori • Old Mill South. Omaha ' 
330 "888 -.. Rated by Omaha Magazil'le 

-~ "Omaha's Best Oriental Restaurant" ---------------.. .. ' 

• 

the 86th annual 

1I1'V~ ~ 

'I 
I , 

: ii l ,;., 
I 

• : .I ~J. 

Feb. 11th and 12th at 7:00 PM ' 

For Reservations call 557-3332 
. ' .................................. ' 
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attoos express social, religious views, artist says 
, continued 

page 1 

" I lo ve what I do ," Holmes sa id , "It 

me happy." . 

He s aid that whe n tattoo artists are 

tattooi ng they ha ve to acco unt for peo ple 

mov ing, breathing and they have to plan for 

different skin types. 

Ho lmes sa id that ta ttoo a rtists ha ve to 

learn to change and adapt to diffe rent people. Holmes began tattooing in April 1997 . 

He said that hi s parents weren' t fond of 

at first but they have had to adjust. 

"The most pa inful place to get a tattoo is 

on the ribs," Holmes sa id, "Skin is the ultimate 

canvas !" "Tattooing is my favorite ar t fo rm," 

said . The most common age groups that come 

in fo r ta ttoos are between the ages o f 18 and 

25 , Holmes sa id . 

He said that he went to American Tattoo 

some prices on their tattoos. 

They asked them if th ey did 

nticesh ips and they asked to see some 

is artwork. 

Although, he said that he has tattooed 

people who are over 80 years o ld . 

Tattoos have given peo ple a way to 

express themselves wheth er it be soc ial status 

or sacred religious right s. 

Holmes sa id that a ll tattoo art ists start in 

urvey shows students 

ck ei vies knowledge 
Ally Freeman 

A recent survey conduc ted by the 

ional As sess me nt of Educationa l 

(NAEP) fo und that most U.S. 

nt s a re lacking in governm e nt 

edge. 

Released in N o vember by the 

I Center for Educational Statistic s 

). the survey found that about three

of the students who took the test 

not demonstrate pro fi ciency in the 

I. The test was taken by 22,000 

-. e ighth-, and 12'''-graders across the 

try. 

C harle s N . Quigley, Executive 

of the Center fo r Civic Education 

that the fai lu re of students to perform 

on the test is a direc t consequence of 

la ck o f adequate c urri c ular 

irements. teacher preparation and 

in c ivics and government. 

However, th e news is not all negative. 

"The good news in th e NAEP civics 

card is that about'25 percent o f our 

o n 's s tudent s performed at th e 

cient o ra d~a n ce ' I ~ ve l on' the civics 

," Q ui gley sa id . 

He said tha t a primary reason students 

do well on the NAEP study is that 

majority of students are either no t 

taught c ivics and government at all 

are being taught tuo little, too late 

equately. 

Central Social Studies Deparment 

Carol Hipp said that the findin gs of 

survey are probably correc t but the 

ions could have been reworded to 

different results. 

Hipp said that most young people do 

have a big interest in politics. 

Next yea r Centra l will incorporate a 

go vernment c lass into the soc ial 

ies curriculum, Hipp sa id. 

The c lass will be ca lled Law and 

and will teach a pratcial application 

Central junior len Bradford said that 

she is not surprised with the tes t findings, 

she herse lf doesn ' t know a lot about U.S . 

c ivics. 

" It seems that schools concentrate on 

math and sc ie nce," Bradford sa id . 

A ltho ugh she w ill be able to vote in 

next year 's e lect io n, Bradford said that she 

does not believe she is qual i fied to vote 

and wi ll probably vote fo r the candidate 

her parents choose. 

Her self-evaluation is similar to the 

NAEP finding s. 

According to th e survey 35 percent 

o f hi g h sc hoo l se ni ors lack a basi c 

understanding of how the gove rnment 

wo rks, and on ly 26 perce nt of seniors 

know e no ugh to make what educato rs 

consider reasonable, informed choices at 

the poll s. 

" Young people read a lot less than 

they used too and lack the informati on 

needed to make political choices ," Hipp 

said. 

Bradford said schools are putting a 

bigger emphasis on other subjects. 

"We recognize that impo rtant and 

co mplex s ubjects such as mathemat ics , 

science, hi story, and langllage a rts should 

be taught rigorousl y and wi th increasing 

so phi s ti ca tion from the e le ment ary 

through the secondary years of school, yet 

we do not d o this with civics and 

government ," Qui gley sa id. 

Tam Taylor from the C enter for Ci vic 

Educati on said that the test sho ws there is 

obviously a need for more, good quality 

c ivics education and it needs to start well 

before high school. 

"There is a need for more civics in 

the curriculum , the current curriculum is 

no t cons istent , not adequate and that's 

what the NAEP test shows," Tay lor sa id . 

She sa id the center runs extens ive 

program in ci v ics for students grades 

Kindergarten through 12'" grade around the 

world. 

Ta ttooing , or a form of it , has been 

present in many different cultures around the 

wo rld, said Tattoo Artist C hri s Orr, who ' also 

works at American Tattoo. 

Tattoos are a sign of soc ial status in Japan. 

Some Japanese mobsters get tattoos all 

over their body, he said . Thi s styleoft attooing 

is called the body suit. The body suit ca n tak e 

days to month s to complete , Orr said. 

Tattoos can be signs o f reli g ion fo r some 

people, Erin Anderson said. 

She said that she is 24 and has spent over 

46 hours " in the chair. " 

rn the tattoo indu s tr y, ta ttoos are 

meas ured by how many hours it takes to 

complete them , not ho w many you have 

Anderson said. 

Anderson said she has many Buddhist, 

Hindu and Celti c symbo ls tattooed on her 

arm s, legs , back and stomach. 

She said that she was 17 when she got 

her first tatoo. 

Anderson said she was sure her mom was 

goi ng to freak . 

She didn ' t do it fo r the shock value and 

she doesn't think that it's a good idea to get a 

tattoo just to freak peop le out, she said. 

The public view people with tattoos with 

a biased attitude, she said . 

Peop le react diffe rently o thers with 

ta ttoos, Anderson sa id . 

She said th at she has o ft en fe lt like an 

outcast because of he r tattoos, but that she is 

proud o f th em . 

Anderson said that she has had peop le 

stare at her in the mall like she was evi l. 

'T ve ac tu all y had people c lut ch th e ir 

children c loser whe n I wa lk past th e m ," 

Anderson said . 

Ce ntral senio r, China AI -All1 in, ~ a id that 

she got her ti rst tattoo whe n she was 17. 

AI-A min said that getti ng tatoos begins 

to get addic tive and you just keep wa ntin g 

more. 

"It felt like il burn at fir st and then I gu t 

used to it and it went num b." A I-All1in sai d . 

Anderso n said th a t shc has hc a rd o f 

people having an a ll ergic reac ti()n to 111\; 

pi gme nt s used in the tattoos but th ai she has 

neve r seen an y rea ll y dan gerous reac ti o ns in 

her own experiences. 

gmprovins Cen/ralone 
Students volunteer T /' / j · 

their time to help DrUSn a a 11me 
beautify the school 

By Melissa Angelo 

Parents, Educators, and Pupils (PEP) 

and volunteers painted from eight to noon 

on Jan . 8 to spruce up the building be fo re 

the annual open house for prospecti ve new 

students. 

PEP has sponsored a paint-a-th a n the 

pas t two years. 

Jane Fis c he r, Chair of Buildin g 

Improvements committee of PE P. said 

Omaha Public Schools provided the paint, 

tools and its professional painters. 

"Three years ago as parents we looked 

and saw things at Central needed repairs 

and decided to put a committee togethe r to 

investigate areas where parents can help," 

Fischer said. 

Principa l Dr. Gary T hompson sa id the 

Maintenance Department of Omaha Public 

Schools did no t be li eve it would work with 

the large number of people volunteering. 

~~~~CH~~~~~ITR 

Abo u e: Senior Keyvan Aarabi 

bends down to paint the wall. 

"The chance that the 

school distr ict would get all 

the painting done was very 

s l im unless they in ves t a 
tr e mendous amount o f 

money," Thompso n said . 

[t g ives an op portunity 

for people that do not kn ow 

each other a chance to meet 

and vis it , he said . 

Between 70 and 75 

parents and st ude nt s 

vo lunteered Thompson said . 

The major projects 

completed were cafe terias 

4 35,445 , the serving lines 

and some of the hallways. 

The paint-a-thon was 

advertised by flyer s a nd 

Nati o na l H o nor Society 

ga ve service hours to the 

students who volunteered. 

Andrea Mullen , senior, 

was one of the ma ny 

students who vo lunteered . 

It is a gocd way for kids to better their 

school and have fun at the same time, Mullen 

sa id. 

Ben Shaddy, freshman, was a vo lunteer, 

and also was covered with paint by the e nd of 

the day from a paint fight. 

"If other people are willing to provide the 

paint and tools I'm more than willing to provide 

the serv ice", Shaddy said. 

Susan Koenig, parent , and PEP member, 

said it was a great way to meet other parents 

a nd it he lped you fee l like a part o f the 

community. 

" I think it's rea lly important to support our 

students and faculty and it 's a great way to do 

it," Koenig said. 

Roger Fitch, parent and P EP member, has 

been active at Central for seven years and has 

been in PEPs ince the o rgani zation began three 

MIKAYLA CHAMBERSfTHE REGISTER 

years ago. 

"Centra l is a very good schoo l 

which needs repairs and if people are 

willing to set it up I ' m willin g to 

par ticipa te in a nythin g the sc hoo l 

thinks is necessary," F itch said. 

Celeste Feli x, parent. and P EP 

member, sa id she had hel ped pa int the 

last couple years. 

"The school needs some work am! 

there needs to be someonc to do it ," 

Felix said. 

Abo u e: Freshmen Ben 

Shaddy. Nora 

Prazan. and Artis Pruitt 
reach to all lengths 
to help spruce up the 

cafeteria. 
\'1 

photography award Geographic' 'National entral student 
. 

WIns magaZIne 
Ta 

The flash of a camera has brought one 

I senior recognit io n and rewards . 

Laura L ambrecht , who has partic ipated 

Career Center photography c lass for 

pas t two years , entered the Na ti o nal 

grap hic hi g h schoo l photog raphy 

'tion with no illusions about winning. 

• 

" I just thought that it 

was a good c hance to 

exp e rim en t with new 

tech niques," Lambrecht 

said, "and it was amazing I 

won ." 

She said that she won 

a check fo r $ 1000, a $1300 

camera and a three-day trip 

__ & .. e it easy on 
yourself this ·oliday! 

Give $10. $25 or $50 gift certificates to aU your deiries . . '. 

[O~l"ou~"1 

OMAHA 
7605 Cass St. 

392-2212 

OMAHA 
2414 S. 132nd St. 

697-1199 

to Washington DC. 

"I am to tally overw hel med by the 

experience," she said. 

Lambrecht said. "Besides timed exposure, it 

was a lso my first time photographing a t 

ni ght." 

but she was not ..:ertain ho w to approach it. 

and I was ab le to help her oul. " 

Helms said th at she suggested Laura us.; 

timed exposure because she felt no other hi gh 

school s tud e nt would use thi s d iff ic u lt 

techniq ue . 

Lambrecht, with the help o f C aree r 

Center teacher Janet Helms, ex perimented 

with a technique called timed exposure whi ch 

is when the shutter is left open for a longer 

period of time than usual, she said. 

She sa id that encouragement from her 

teachers, especially Helms, moti vated her to 

take the plunge in entering this competition. 

"I had no idea how it would turn out," 

"T hi s wa s rea ll y a n example of a 

coll abo ration between teacher and student," 

He l ms said . "Laura came to me with an idea, 

"Using this tec hnique. Laura was able 

to create thi s be:Jlltiful ethereJ I portrait o rher 

world," Helms said . 

One of the 100 best scholarship 

programs in the nation!* 

:PresideniIal 

(Scbolarsbip 
and !lJ(elc£ior Voice 

Gompelilions 
0unday) Yeb. 1 J) 2000 

If your ACT is 25+, or your SAT is 1130+, or your 

GPA is 3.25+ you will get a scholarship. Fi ne arts 

and athletic interviews are also avai lable thai day. 

You must apply for admission and 

register for the competition by Feb. 4, 2000. 

Call today- 1.800.444.3262, ext. 1 
-,.., 
I~ 

DanaCollege 
Blair, Nebraska 68008 
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Anti-Racist Action groups fight for cultural acceptance 
school, he said. 

By Ally Freeman across the cou ntry. The group goes on a fir st name ba

sis. 

with video cameras hoping to catch any raci st ac

ti ons, Peterson sa id . 
Thouoh the members often ha vc different belief, 

and disag;ee on various issues, th ey are all wo rk in ~ 
for a co mmon goal. he said. Raci sm equ<lls raci<ll prejudice plus power. 

Thi s is how the Anti-Raci , tAction (ARA) defines 

racism. the ca use they are trying to ti ght. 

Four Cen tral students have recentl y st<lrted an ARA 

chapter in Oillaha. Zach Peterson, Jereilliah Connor. Matt 

Cava nau gh and Michael Gerhardt all helped form the 

chapte r. 

lie said it was founded in 1987 wh en hard-core, 

punk-rock music was gaining popularity. 

At fir st the music scene was multi-racial and non

violent Mac sa id , bu t soon racist groups started appear-

" Keep your eyes open [for racist actions]," 

Peterson sa id to members at a recent meeting of th e 

Omaha chapter. 
Watchin g out 'for any racist actions is very im-

portant, Mac' sa id. , 

On a large scale, the ;\RA hold s an annual con 

Ference every October where people from every chap. 

ter are welcome to attend. 
ing. 

" It wen t from innocent people tryi ng to be radical 

to graffiti and property damage." Mac said, "What used 

to be a rea ll y fun thing turned violent." 

Wh e n ~ve r racist recrui ting is occurring in pub

lic . the ARA goes there to interfere and use the op

portunity to promote their cause. Mac said. 

Mac said that over 1000 peoplc attended the l a~ ' 

conference where progra m and spea kers are heard. 

Junior Jereill iah Connor said that currently, the mai n 

goal of the Omaha chapter is to get record stores to pull 

white power music. Thi s' includes music by Resistance 

Records and Skrewdriver Records. 

Mac said that it soon became difficu lt for black 

people to be around . 

On th e street, action is another way for the ARA 

to endorse their group and its ideals, Mac said . 

There is al so a national ARA bulletin with loca' 

chapter updates, but o verall the ARA is pretty IclOlt 

because of low-funding. pi 

The group is also investi gat ing reports that Strictly 

GI on Sadd le Creek is selling clothing made by SS En

terpri ses- a company that funds m:lIly white power or

gani zations, Connor said. 

He said that soon after the ARA was started the 

rac ist acts weakened, but that wasn't enough. 

Mac said that the ARA attends Klan rallies, 

speeches. tours with bands and hands out informa

tion to support their ideas and abo li sh raci sm. 

The ARA supports women 's ri ghts, gays. im ml' 

grants and any other prejudices. he said. 

In 1993 the ARA decided to expand its range to 

mor'e educa tional and cultural programs to get rid of 

the problem altogether. Mac said . 

"All prcjudices come from the same bad atlituce 

and stem from stereotypcs." Mac sa id . 

I Mac said it's not onl y common stereotypes. bu' 

"We' re also trying t o organi ze a campaign against 

David Duke. who applied for a gun permit which is be

ing denied because he was convicted in Germany for Naz i 

propaganda." he sa id . 

Peterson sa id that they formed the group when 

Nazi \ were threa tening some of them last summer by 

chasi ng them and ramming them with cars . 

Peterson sa id that the Omaha.chapter hopes to hold 

'fundrai sing events to make more money. 

In 1998 the ARA sponsored the "Ska Against 

Racism Tour," the largest anti -racist tour which trav

eled to 40 cities across the nation. It is these and other 

promotions that help the ARA spread its message. 

"We use their [racist groups] presence to pro

mote our cause," Mac said. 

Alth ough the orga nizat ion is primarily youth 

based, there are many older volunteers who are still 

involved from when they Joined the ARA in high 

people often have prejudices aga inst jocks, hippie. 

and people involved in fraternities. 

However, to fi ght these and other prejudices ARi 

volunteers firs t have to learn to break down their 0 \\' [ 

thinking. 
Mac, a vol unteer from the ARA in Columbus, Ohio. 

one of the largest ARA chapters in the country, said the 

ARA was first formed in Minneapol is and then spre<ld 

They are also interestcd in starting a Copwatch pro

gram in Omaha where students follow po li ce officers 

Anti-DefalDation League 
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Conner said that the local ARA chapter 1m , 

websi te at www.a nge lfire.com/pun k/araomahaJ. 

SUPREMACY, 
he celtic cross is often a sy 

bol associated with prejudi 
groups. 

Supremacy groups promote white culturl 
By Sarah Peterson 

" Racia l matters are onl y a problem if 

they di vide." Regional Director of the Anti 

Defam ati on League said . 

Bob Wolfson said that racist groups are 

st i II apparent ~lC r oss the country. 

Nebraska alone has a sm all number of 

racist skinheads who travel in several dif

ferent groups. Wolfson said . The state al so 

has several militia groups whose mai n goals 

are to overth row the government. but also 

som etimes ta ke rac is t and anti -Sem it ic 

stances. 

"These people don' t represent a lot of 

the pop Ulation." Wolfson said. "There are 

onl y about 50 people into it seriously lin 

Nebraska]. but many others are interes ted ." 

Pas tor Thomas Robb, nati onal direc

tor for th e Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 

since 1939. pastors a ch urch in Harri son. 

Ark . The Kni ghts of the Ku Klux Klan was 

foundcd in Loui srana in 1956. 

One of hi s concerns. he said , was that 

he fee ls that there is somewhat of an anti

white sentiment in today's culture. He sa id 

that whi le black people can stand up and 

say that Ihey are proud of being black. a 

white person woul d be consrdered racist if they 

were to do thi s. 

"The Klan isn' t fi li ed with people who hate 

blacks ," Rohb said. "We' re just people who 

want to preserve our heritage and not be scared 

of a minori ty attack ing us." 

Robb said that he was also angered by the 

nati onal holiday celebrating Dr. Martin Luther 

King. Jr. 's birthday and legacy. 

King is the onl y American who has a na

tional holiday, Robb said. He sa id that he 

feels that there are ma ny forefathers of the na

tion who are mor'e worth y of a national holi 

da y. 

Robb said the Klan used to ho ld ra ll ies 

against the holid ay, but has n' t held any rallies 

in the past few yea rs. He said that people 

should reJlr ze that Krn g was associa ted with 

Communists. He said that it was suspicious 

that all files on King ha ve becn sealed to ev

.eryo ne until 2027. 

"Why should these fil es be sealed if he 

[King] was such a great nati onal hero?" Robb 

said. 

Dr. Eve rett Reynolds. pres ident of the 

Omaha branch of the Nationa l Association for 

the Ad vancement or Colored People (NAACP), 

sa id that about three to four yeJ rs before King 

was assass inated, people began to try to dis

credit King by labeling him a Communist. 

"They never could prove this," Reynolds 

sa id . "There was no truth to it at all." 

Robb said that images created by Holly

wood falsely portray the Kl an- parti cularly 

programs such as the Jerry Springer Show. 

" I don ' t know where these people [Klan 

memb ers portrayed on shows like Jerry 

Springer] are dragged from ," Robb said. 'They 

have to be actors." 

He said that there should be more equal

it y in the nation. People should be hired for 

jobs because they are best suited, not because 

o f their race. He also said that scholarships 

just for minorities are unfair. 

"There are plenty of poor white kids out 

there, 100, " Robb said. 

Dem og raphic projec ti ons predict that 

white Americans will bc in the minori ty by the 

end of this century. Thi s worries many, such 

as David Duke-current chairman of the Re

publican Parish Executive Committee, candi

date for th e House of Representatives and 

former Knights of the Ku Klux Klan director. 

Duke said that American European white 

descendents are already being discriminated 

against, and he only sees it getting worse. 

"Once we are in 

the minority, we won't 

how Nel son Mandela has ruled the country. 

"Leadership doeS not have color, it is 

based on quality," Reynolds sa id . 

He said that he thinks white raci sts are 

bothered because their supremacy is cha l

lenged. 

Duke said he promotes equal rights for 

everyone. 

He does not believe that it is right that 

minorities are given special scholarships or a 

better chance at getting jobs. 

Reverend Matt Hale, head minister of the 

World Church of the Creator, sa id that his 

group basically believes that people owe loy

alty to their own people. Rather than J per

son putting their nation or religion first, thi s 

group believes in putting ethnicity first. 

The group does believe in Darwin 's 

th eory of evol ution, and believes that white 

people are the most "evolutionized." 

Hale said that hi s group is unique because 

it is a church. Hi s church is not Christian. 

They have 16 commandments and a While 

Man 's Bible. The group does not be lieve in a 

supreme being, but in helping one 's own kind. 

Hate crimes are a problem oft en assoc i

ated with the Kl an and other racist gro ups. 

A hate crime is a crime committed by a 

person that is influenced by race or homopho

bia, Freeman said. The vict im is targeted be

cause of their skin color. 

Is racism Q problem at" Central? 
be trea ted half as well 

as we' ve treated th e 

m i'nori ties of today, " 

Duke sa id. 

Hate crimes are committed against every 

race, although they are mainly committed by 

whites against blacks, Freeman said. How-

Molly Moriarty, Teacher 

No . I think 

ma ybe it 's no t so 

much a raci sm is

sue. but more of a 

respect iss ue. 
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Ayaka Oe, 12 

Yes. People sit 

with th e ir s ame 

race-- especiall y at 

lunch. It 's not al

ways like th~tt , but I 

often see it. 

Noah Moe, 11 

Racism is ap

parent in people's 

ideas, but it 's not as 

bad as in other 

schools. 

He said that he be- ever, a growing trend shows gays and lesbi

Iieved that many prob- ans as the victims of hate crimes . 

lems will arise when 

whites are in the mi

nority. The U.S . will 

beco me mo re lik e 

Mexico and other third 

world nations. see an 

increase in taxes and 

experi ence many other 

problems . 

H o wever , 

Reynolds said that he 

d id not ag ree with 

what Duke sa id . He 

ci ted South Afri ca as 

an exampl e. showing 

Freeman said that statistics show 65 per

cent of America's hate crimes are comm itted 

by whites aga inst blacks. 

Freeman sa id that in the past five years. 

there has been an increase in hate crimes. 

"A lthough racist crimes are not as bla

tant as in th.e 60's or the 50's, there has been 

an increase in the number of hate crimes ." 
Freeman said . 

Th is could be because more crimes are 

being documented and police agencies are t ~ ) I 

lowing-up more re ports. Freeman sa id . 

Rey nolds sa id that the Omaha Police De

partment does not currentl y report hate crimcs. 

but is working to solve thi s problem . The 

Omah a Hate Cri me Committee ret 

ceived a grant to teach law enforccn:; 

ers how to report hate crimes. 

"Omaha is just now gett ing 10' 

where they will adm it that th w . 

crimes. " Reynolds said . 

\\'olfson said th at in 1998. l'<d' 

ported 54 hate crimes. 

Si x hate crimes were reported Ir 

W()lfson said . Three of these dealt ,i 

two with et hn ic it y and one with S~\ L 

wtion. 

The yeJ r before. no hate crime, 

ported . Wolfso n said. 

"We are Just beginning to gettl)' 

where people are learni ng what 11 31. 

are Jnd r'eporting them." Wolfson ;:\], 

It is difficult to tell whether 11 :11; 

are decreJsi ng or increasing. WOIt SI" 

Therefore. Reynolds sa rdo hate l ~ 

occur in Omaha but are not repone, 

crimes. 

Hate crimes arc more likely toP! 

Freeman said . People are more Ill! 

hospital ized because of a ha te cri[11l 

than j ust vic timized. 

Freeman said that there has bel' 

crease in the number of hate group' 

ever, the growing trend has been pi, 

coming " Ione-wolves" - in other w(lrd· 

ing down into smalle r groups . 

"People in smaller unrts are :Ir 

more without the organi zational p r ,'~ 

a large group," Freeman said . 

[n addi tion. smaller groups ard .. 

the police to track. Freeman said . 

Groups such as the Ku Klu x KI.1r 

as much of a problem anymore . Freen, 

"The Klan is basically a dead i" U' 

man said . "There is not a lot go ing ," 

Instead of groups like the K\;ln. 11\ 

in g trend has been the pseudo- reli gr 'ln ' 

tian identity. Freeman said . In thi, rje 

is Ihought that.Jews carne from S,II.i' 

Llne with color is thought to have been· 

de nts of the beasts mentioned in (ien: 

. carne hefore Ada m - th ~ first m i,ta~ t' 

They arc to be treated like creatur6 

"Thi s the0ry fight · racism :rnd r 

biblical Justificalion to comm it thi, 11 

Freeman said . 



Omaha proposes cultural survey 
• RACE. continued from page 1 Bro wn sa id th e co un c il 

sponsored town hall mee tings ' 

about the issue of race and OPD Spokesperson Offi cer Don Savage 

said that the department 3t1empts to stay away 

from rac ist practi ces . 

"There has been some interest in rac ial 

profiling in past months," Savage sa id. "That 

is a practice that the Omaha Police Department 

does not part ic ipate in." 

He sa id that thc dcpartment has worked 

g r e ~tl y to improve race rel at ions in t h ~ past 

year. 

Savage said tha t pol ice have worked to 

learn Spanish to help with Hispanic relations 

. and tri ed to work togethe r with the African 

American commun ity in the rece nt pas t. 

Savage sa id that thc dcpartmcnt would 

support the survey if it would help improve 

race relat ions in the c ity. 

"Anyth ing to enhance poli ce community 

relationshi ps would definitely be accepted by 

the department:' Savage sa id. 

O maha C ity Co uncil Pres ide nt Frank 

Brown said that he votcd aga inst the survey 

because he fea red that the data derived from 

the survey would to be pu t to use. 

"There are nO assurances that thi s would 

be implemented," Brown sa id . 

Brow n said that in the past, Omaha has 

conducted around five surveys simi lar to the 

commiss ion's proposed survey. Some of these 

studies date back to the III id - 1960s. 

He said that nothing was done with the 

results fr om all the prev ious surveys . 

"The Ja ta just sat on the she lf, " Brown 

said . 

He said tha t rathe r th an co nductin g 

surveys, the city sho ul d enact laws to stop 

racism because people already rea lize it is a 

problem. 

"It is a fact th at the c::st yo u li ve, the more 

car insurance you pay." Br\lym said. 

Brown said that Daub has a disc rcti onary 

fund of $19,090 th::11 he CGuid have used to fund 

this survey. 

"We [the City Counci l] are always pointed 

out as villains," Brown said. "He !Daub! could 

have put that moncy towa rd thi s survey and 

th rown in a buck out of hi s own pocket." 

He said th at the council has worked to 

combat rac ism in the c ity through several 

means in the past few years. 

met with contractors to 

co mbat racism In 

Omaha. 

A I so, 

Bro wn s a id 

that he me t 

w t h 

s ta ti s ti c ia n s 

fro m th e 

Uni ve rs ity o f 

Nebraska-Omaha . 

Thes e peo pl e 

said 'a rac ism survey 

in the c ity is not a 

feasible project. For 

thi s reaso n, a 

s urv ey ha s 

no t bee n 

at te mpt e d 

by pr ivate 

organization, 

B r o w n 

said. 

Presiden t 

o f th e local 

cha pt e r o f th e 

National Association for 

the Ad vancement of Colored 

People Rev. E vere tt Reynolds, 

said hi s orga nization is opposed to the 

survey. 

"You can design a test to prove anything 

you want to," Rcy nolds said. "It would be a 

waste of taxpayers ' money." 

She said that although the council rejectcd 

their request fo r money, they might be able to 

raise funds from pri vate donors. 

'" "Th ey [ th e C ity C ounciJ] had an 

opportunity to make a statement that they care 

about race relations," Paris-Asaka said. "Jt was 

a prime opportunit y that they 

missed." 

She sa id th a t o nce 

sufficient funds are raised, the 

commiss ion wil l work with the 

Gallup Organization to write the 

survey. 

" It is sti II pOssi ble to ha ve it done 

by May l ," Pari s-Asaka said. 

D I UEns ITY! 
Many ethnicities contrib

ute to Central's student 
body, 

RacisIn not proIninent in schools, students say 
By Jenny Nelson 

"What's famil iar is what we gra vitate tuward ." 

Patt y Sherman , Events Coordina tor for the National 

Conference for Commun it y and Justi ce (NCe]), said stu

dents te nd to fee l more comfortab le around their own race. 

Sherman said that the NCC1 promotes creating qual 

ity human re lations and bui ld in g just communities in 

America in the 2 1 s t century. 

Central Sophomore Lisa Clifford said she transferred 

from Burke to Central this year. She said that at Burke 

stude nts hung out with other people similar to themselves . 

According to the Rescarch Department of the Teacher 

Admin istrator Center (TAC) , there is a higher percentage 

of Ca ucas ians at l3 urke than at Cen-

tral, as well as fewer Afri can-Ameri -

cans, Hispanics and Nati ve Ameri-

cans. 

'T hey sat with thei r ow n color," 

Cl ifford s.aid. 

She said that Centra l does not 

segregate in thi s way as much as 

Burke d id . 

With a lack o f di vers ity in some 

hi gh schoo ls. rac ism could become 

more apparcnt , however, Centra l 

High is a very d iverse school, Pri n-

cipal Dr. Gary T hompson sa id . 

"People tellmc the reason they 

li ke Central is bec:llIse we are so di 

verse," hc said. 

Sophomore John E. Ordulia said 

he agrees with T hompson that Cen

tral is a very d ive rse high schoo l. 

"Cent ral is abuut the m()st di

verse sc hoo I J" vc l: Vl:r gone to," 

Orduna sa id. 

Jam aal Youn g. a fres hm an at 

Georgetown Uni vc rsit y in Washing

to n D.C.. who studies com munity 

81 % 
No 

service lea rni ng. was a guest spcaker at Wcs ts ide High 

Sc hool on Martin Luther King J)'IY· 

Servicc Lcarning Coord inator at Westside, Jam ie 

Palmesanu, said that Wes tside, as well as the rest of Dis

tri ct 66, has always had school on Martin Luther King Day. 

She said that thi s was because they believe that the 

students gain more fro m hav ing school than from hav ing a 

day off. 

'Th ompson sa id th at Martin Luther King Day is a fed

eral holida y and the Omaha Public School Distri ct has not 

had school on that day for a number of years . 

In hi s speech, Young said that racism is mani fes ted in 

high sc hools, but it is often subtle. It can be seen by the 

people group 's associate or refuse to assoc iate with , he said. 

"Rac ism is not speci fied to a certain reg ion or class," 

Youn g sa id. "It 's a way of thinking." 

Dr. Phylli s Uchtman, principal of Westside, said that 

the district adopted the national theme of mak ing Mart in 

Luther King Day "a day on, not a day otl .'· 

Uchtman said that there was not a lot of racial diver

sity at Westside . She sa id that race relat ions there are as 

good as could possibly be. 

Th roughout all o f District 66, there is 93 percen t Cau 

casian, th ree percent African-America n, two percent His

panic and two percen t Asian-Americans. Uchtm an sa id . 

Wes tside Sophomore Susan Erick son sa id that al

though she fld mi ts her school is not very di verse, it is not 

som'ething that can really be changed. 

"We pro bably miss a lot of that !diversity ! J t Westside," 

Erickson said . 

Even with a lack uf minoriti es, she saiJ' tha t she has 

not noticed racism to be a problem at Westside. 

How Biased is Central? 

Er ic k so n sa id tha t 

there is some separa tion, 

but it is more because of 

different types of people, 

not different raccs. 

Have yOLi ever disliked 
anyone o r tho ught abo ut 

a perso n In a 
di fft' l't'nt wa y beca use uf 

hi s I her race? 

47 % 53 % 
Yes No 

1~% 
I\<fa jor 

57%' 
Minor 

Have you eve r fe lt thil t you 
we re a v icti m of rac is m ? 

How b ig of an issue 

do yo u think that 

racism is at Central? 

215 Students Po lled 

JARED HARTl THE REGISTER 

Ordu na sai J tha t he 

has not experienced ['<lc ism 

at Cent ral. 

" I think that racism is 

the most se nse less prej u

d ice anyone could have," 

he sa id . 

Orduli a said that there 

are mi I I io ns o f d i fferc nt 

persona liti es wit hin o ne 

race . He a lso said th a t 

people should not be ca t

egorizcd . 

Young sa id that racism 

is call sed beca use o f a lack 

o f e xp e rie nce of o ther 

people's cultures. 

"As long as there are 

peoplc willing to leJrn. we 

ca n overcome this problem 

!racism j." he said. 

a: 
w 
l
(/) 

a 
w 
a: 
w 
:r 

~ 
a: 
<i 
:r 
o 
w 
a: 
<i -., 



Principal 

Dr. Gary Thompson 

Advisor 

Matt Deabler 
Opinion Page Editor 

Michae l Gerhardt 

E-mail 

re gi sler @ops.org 

Address 

J 24 North 20th 

Omaha NE, 68132 
Fax 

557-3339 

Page 6 The Central High School Register 
__ ~J~an~u~a~ry~3J~ , ~2~O~O~O ____________________ ~ ___________ ~ 

e e Ives 
Video Games • Grocery Stores • 

Gun Control 

Lost opportunities damage future experiences 
" They miss out. They go on with their lives them, the chance of a Itfetlme will never return. 

It's 
All 
Good 

; 
, / 

Wednesday, 9:04 p.lII. (The pholle rang.) 

" I don't know, Danford. I Just can ' t ice 

skate." 

"You're coming. You' ll thank me in the 

long run," I said 

"Last time I went, I hit my head on the ice 

and was out cold for 45 minutes. You kno w, 

my ankle hurts too. I don ' t wan\ to come." 

"Fine then, you don't know what yo u are 

going to be missing. I am going to come by 

your house tomorrow morning and drag you 

out of your bed if I have to, You are going to 

come." 

"But I . . , I. urn, have to work tomorrow. 

My boss just ca lled and said that I have to work 

tomorrow morning." 

excuses. . . I d· ·d I · f th I b d 
Wedl1 esday 10:32 p.lII. (s till the sallie phone assured that they have made the nght chOIce n IVI ua s rom across ego e ma e 
call) , and are oblivious to what they are mi ssing. their New Year's resolutions l a~ t month . 

Excuses are the onl y thing these people make Wh y do people make th ese promises 10 
"You know she sa id th at you were a wuss 

if you didn't come." 

"She did?" 

"Yeah, so I had better see you skating 

tomorrow. '" 

"OK, but I still don' t want to . I hate you , 

Danfo rd ." 

out o f themselves. c hange themselves? Certainly, they cannot be 

However, this mindset is contrary to the happy with th e person they are now or were 

feeling of the world as a whole . before they fe lt it necessary to change. 

Today, in thi s age of informa tion and E very day people should make it their goal 

technological growth, it seems that nothing to try new things in order to make them a well· 

stays the same for very long. By the time that rounded perso n. Why should people j ust think 

t W computer at home the about thi s on Jan. I ? They will have aimosl 
"See you tomorrow." you se up your ne , 
"I hate you , Danford." _ industry will have produced a faster one. certainly forgotten about their reso lutions by 

The next day we went ice skating, and I Humans too must adapt and change in thi s June I . 

I h
· k . h unsteady world. People need to experience life There is no better time than the present 10 

was the only one to eave t e nn Wit sc rapes 
.and bruises. He did not even get bli sters on a nd look for opportunities to expand their ex pand o ne ' s ho ri zo ns. In high school, 

his feet from the molded plastic rental skates horizons . s tude nt s are exposed to a wide variety of 

that we both wore. G'''· If peo ple lose their se nse of classes and people. 
When he came over to m: house to ..:-::~ \ ). adventure and ~urioSity, they can never They should notJust center themselves on 

pick up the coat that he lett III my car, '2t Improve themselves. They can only a particu lar subject or associate with just One 

all that he talked about was the great time f ~ . P'lifl ~emain in the same place and participate group of people. 
he had that day. He even thanked me I{, l, ,~ ~ 111 the same activities day after day. When people do this, they miss out. They 

for making him come. So, what's the ; ll i ' : ~;,:Y Nothing. is ever accompli s hed. lose knowledge; they miss out on friendsh ips 

moral to this story? 'i r~ , 1 ~ Opportumtles are the only thll1gs that are ThiS leads to mi sunderstandings bet\~een 
All too often people lImit themselves) , I I I los!. people and gl oups of people 

by not trying new thll1gs They ____ \ I \- People may not be presented With ?h we ll. Keep work ing o n your New 

remall1stUCk inthelrways and .. .\j\. I \ he sameopportUnItlestWlce.lfthey year s re SO lutlons.selze the day, and It will 

refuse to change. ! '\ " don' t se ize what IS presented to all bc good. 
\I \V •• • 

liop Ten S' th t Yo Need to Get I ~ 5. You .have arthntls In ,your thumbs from hours of 
Igns a u \ 7 ~ ~ \ plaYing Crash BandIcoot. 

Out of the House U~· ) 6. Your pupils are the size of quarters. 

" You are still coming. Stop making 

1. You can't bend over to pick up the remote control \~ if 7. You spend more time online than outside. 

because of your rickets. /. ~ 8. The couch has fused with your fanny. 

2. Seasonal depression? What season is it? I~ 9. Your idea of a balanced meal is laughing without 

3. Your only experience with the opposite sex comes ~ r having the plate slide off your gut. 
from late night TV, j{ 1 O.A fridge full of Cheez Wiz, whipped cream and 

4. The highlight of your week is ABC's new miniseries. l~ cookie dough-who could ask for more? 

I'm a 
Jerk, 
You're 
a Jerk 

So I'm walking through the grocery store 

with my parents doing some las t minute 

shopping, and I suddenly had a realization. No, 

wait, I'd had this reali zation every five minutes 

since I was seven. 

There's something wrong with Americans. 

I can't quite identify it, but there is something 

very wrong with Americans as a whole. 

Not that I am knocking Americans. I 

myself am an American. I love fatty fried foods 

just as much as the next Super-Bowl loving, 

suburb living in , Suburban-driving Uncle Sam. 

Still , therc's somcthing wrong with us . 

You want proof, go to the supermarket, 

and look in the toiletries aisle. They have these 

little tablets that you put in your toilet that make 

your toi let "99.9 percent germ free." 

For God 's sake, who cares? What are you 

gonna do? Eat out of your toilet bowl ? Do you 

_ever .say to yourself, " Yay! My toilet bow l is 

' ''99.9 percent germ free," now I can go play 

and eat in the to ilet without getting any bizarre 

infectious di seases!" No. You don'\. . 

Personally, the germs in my toilet don't 

bother me until they form giant ha nds and 

grasp at me and try to pull me into their tiny 

world of germs, to sacrifice me to their 

heretica l germ gods. 

Has anyone seen that toilet paper with the 

fl ower prints on it, as if they' re trying to make 

toilet paper tas teful ? Doesn' t that seem kind 

of futi Ie? Once toi let paper is used, no one cares 

what it looked like before. 

While a friend (Who we'll call Joscph, for 

no real reason, since I won't mention him 

again) and I were in the supermarket, we found 

the most obvious proof that there is something sorry, you are unlike most Americans, who are 

wrong with Americans, in the form of the dirty, fowl, lazy and fat. Would you also like a 

canned meat aisle. In thi s aisle, we discovered pig's snout in hOI vinegar? 

the most wonderful thing in the universe: Pork American : Certa inly. 

Hocks . The Pork Hocks came in a clear glass Stuck up FrenchlItaiian Waiter: I'll get 

jar and looked like vomit with chunks of po rk right to it s ir, but I have to go bc rude to 

hock floating in them. They were truly the most someone else who does not enjoy pig legs. 

unappeti zing things I /lap <:¥er s,<t.u iQ.JlIyJi(e . .v . ,; • So I'.i:n a~k in g you,.Jhe read<:;r, t,9 tell me 

So awed by these hocks were we tha't we ·' what porK hocks reall y are. If anyone can tell 

took them to the butcher to find out exactly me what they are , I will read it and say 10 

what they were. He didn ' t really know. myself, " Well I ' ll be." 

"I think they ' re parts of a pig's leg cut up We also found the famous "Armour Potted 

and put in wine or vinegar," he said. Mea t Food Product ," which need s no 

Mmmmmmmmmm, parts of a pig leg cut explanation other th an the fact that the mai n 

in and put in wine or vinegar. I can just taste it ingredient is " partially deffated cooked pork 

now. fatty ti ssue." You need some of this , now. 

Stuck up French/Italian Waiter: Stupid Along with those wonderful products, we 

American, what you do you want to eat? You found c lam juice, ancho vy spread which came 

want the hamburger? You want the french fry ? in a tooth paste roll , hot sausages (which I will 

You want the onion ring? I make love to your not desc ribc bccause of journalistic ethics). 

wife! vo dka that i s in a mouthwash bo ttl e, 

American: I' d like parts of a pig's leg cut champag ne in the same aisle as deodorant , and 

up and put in wine or vinegar please. !reet , wi th its ing red iant, " mech a nica ll y 

Stuck up French/Italian Waiter: I ' m separated chic ken." 
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I'm Better 
Than You 

According to the Ad Council. ten children 

are killed by guns every day. Random acts o f 

violence are co mpletely out of m y 

co mpreh ens ion. It 's the year 2000 and it 

appears as if wes tern society is more like the 

dark ages. 

How can a child grow up and feel that a 

gun will so lve hi s problem s? Po liti cia ns 

beli eve that guns are the problem. 

G uns are not, nor have they ever been the 

problem. 

Guns don't kill people; people kill people . 

Parents are not teaching their children how 

to bchave. Any rational human who was taught 

proper princip les by their pare ntal unit s 

wouldn't lash out. 

Any parent worth their hide wouldn't let 

this happe n. But in that lies the fir st problem. 

Parents men't raising these children. 

M ay be everyone forgot where the 

Littleton inc ident took pl ace-Denver suburbia . 

Parents cannot escape the problems of the c it y 

by mov ing away. 

Many parents have the illusion that by 

moving farther away from the inner ci ty, less 

vio lence will occur. Moving away from the 

proble m doesn't solve the problem . If yo ur 

kid causcs trouble in town, he will probab ly 

ca use trouble in the burbs. 

Thc pa rents in reccnt schoo l shootings 

were not good pa re nts. Neither the parents of 

the kill ers, or the pare nts o f the arrogant jocks 

deserve to parent. 

These parents show how lousy parent 

invo lvement is now. If your child can have a 

we b-site with a KKK affili at ion and "The 

twent y easy s teps to making a pipe bomb," 

then, s lic k, you hnve a problem. 

Most important. " the top ten people I wan I 

to kill , and how." Does thi s sOllnd like there is 

something wrong with your kid ') Yeah. 

If yo u are that oblivi o us. you do not 

deserve to be a parent. 

I'm no ex pe rt, but if your kid stays up in 

the garage until three in the morning making 

pipe bombs, the re mi ght be a problem. Or 

perhap s yo ur adolescent has an explicit 

co ll ec tion of ill egal firearms. 

I hold these types of killer s totally 

accountable for thc ir acti ons. But in the big 

picture. tce ns aren't just s itting on the couch 

Sat urda y ni g ht , th inkin g, I want to kill 

someo ne . 

Somclhing drovc these kids to thi s. It was 

rumored that the Little ton kids were getting 

back at some jocks for defilement. 

Maybe so. 

I f teens can ' t learn how to treat each other, 

how can they expect to be treated decen t Ii' 

It was not ge net ics or bra inwashing thai 

led th ese kid s to m urde r, it was te rribl e 

parenting. 

They arc still completely responsible for 

whal they did . It just shouldn ' t have ended like 

thaI. Too lill ie too late . 

Sorry. maybe pa ren ts sho uldn't be held 

accountahle fur Ihe ir children's acti ons. 

Remember it takes a whole vi llage to raise 

a child . Ma ybe all the killings are someone 

c lse ' s faull B y a ll mean s . don't take 

responsi hi lily. Thcse children were nOI prone 

tll vio lence: II \\:l S somenne 's fau lt. 
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Perspectives 
Welfare 

Super-Gore beats Bradley yet againo 

• Letters to the Editor • Murderers 

Welfare money not drug money 
Welfare recipie nt s shou ld not be using 

their welfare mo ney to purchase drugs. 

Drug tests shou ld be mandatory for those 

o n we lfare, no matter how large of an invasion 

of privacy thi s is . Tax payers should not be 

forced to purchase drugs for anyone. 
Mi c hi ga n has ______ _ 

recently implemented a Editorial 
plan much like thi s, ••••••••• 

which has received more 
TIle opinion 

oppos ition from the c ivil of 

liberties groups thari the The Register 

welfare recipients ======= 
them se lves. This 

demonstrates that the plan wou ld work, with 

no where near as many problems as would be 

expected. 

Many wou ld argue that thi s stereotypes 

all of th ose who receive welfare as drug users, 

and that it lowers the already down-and-out. 

While thi s seems unfai r, it is much more unfair 

to have a tax payer ay for someone's heroin 

or liquor. 

If a person is on welfare and is fo und to 

be using drugs, his we lfare money would be 

rehabilitation program or is able to pass hi s 

drug tests. Drug tests would be do ne twice 

monthly and would be simple urine tests. 

Paying welfare recipi e nt~ while they are 

in rehab would reward them for being in rehab, 

as well ~s keeping them motivated to stay in 

rehab. 

While a law like thi s may stereotype 

welfare recipients, it could eventually he lp to 

destroy the stereotype. 

If it was known that welfare recipients 

didn't do drugs, then the assumption that they 

did might not be as present. It would ga in more 

respect for people who are assumed to be lazy 

and uneducated . 

Finally, drug testing wou ld help moti vate 

welfare recipients to get off of welfare and get 

a job. A person using drugs is not going to have 

the same desire to get ajob as a person who is 

not using drugs. 

Keeping welfare recipients off drugs is 

going to help welfare recipients be more 

motivated to get jobs, get off welfare and make 

a better life for themselves and their famili es. 

The benefits of a law like this wou ld far 

kept away until he is invo lved in a drug out weigh the drawbacks. 

reedom of research needed to help mankind 
In response to objections by protestors, the 

ni ve rs ity of Nebraska Medical Center 

N MC) has agreed to attempt to use fetal cell 

from sources other than electi ve abor

However, they will continue to use fe-

is also beneficial to improving the quality of 

medical care and research facilities in Ne

braska. 

Activists were objecting to the fact that 

aborted fetuses were used in the research. 

from some abortions. However, the study was using fetuses that 

UNMC should have the freedom of re- have already been aborted and were not caus-

rch wit hin reaso nable boundaries. 

They will attempt to use fetal cells -------

ing more abortions or by any 

means promoting it. It is non

sense to imply that this type of m miscarriages , ectopic pregnancies 

stillbirths, according to a UNMC 

pok~es r) er!;o n The problem is the miscar

ti ss ue is very hard to obtain and is 

hen unusable and this will slow down 

e research immensely. 

Editorial 
• • • • • • • •• research would increase the 

The opillioll 

of 

The Register 

frequency of abortions. 

The potential benefits from thi s research 

ould improve the lives with those afflicted 

th neurodestructive diseases. This research 

A woman's decision to 

have an abortion is very per

sonal and it is ridiculous to say 

it would be swayed by research done by a lo

cal university. 

These activists are intending to help the 

human race by protesting abortion, yet in all 

actuality are preve nting its advancement. 

UNMC is researching neurodestructive 

di seases such as Alzheimer's disease, 

Parkinson's di sease, and multiple sclerosis. 

Alzheimer's disease afflicts about four 

milli on people in the U.S. and has been steadily 

increasing in the past 30 years, according to 

the Journal of American M edic ine. 

This does not include the family members 

of those diagnosed with the disease who suf

fer its effects as well. 

Granted, there is a substantial amount of 

controversy surrounding abortion. Many 

people feel strongly opposed to the moral is

sue behind it. T hi s clearly is not a pro-life is

sue; it is a freedom of research issue. 

Gov. Mike Johanns along with several 

state senators are attempting to stop this type 

of research by cutting funding . 

They need to put their moral objections 

aside and realize that the benefits from research 

would be beneficial to Nebraska and the rest 

of the world. Stopping this type of research 

would be detrimental to the university system 

of Nebraska as a whole. [t is no wonder that so 

many top students go out of state for college. 

This type of advancement in research 

could lure top-notch scientists to the sta te of 

Nebraska. If the political c limate remains the 

status quo, Nebraska would be losing prospec

tive researchers. 

The Register respects the views of anti 

abortionists , but the fact of the matter is many 

people suffer from these disorders. The need 

for advancement in treatments is apparent. 

rotest billboards insult and falselym:artyr 
Two of Nebraska's death row inmates are way to plea for passion. This does not make 

ng featured in an anti-death penalty cam- sense. 

gn sponsored by fashion giant Benetton. John Lotter was sentenced to death for the 

·s is di srespectful and insulting to the fami - murder of three people near Humboldt, Neb. 

of the victims. It also falsely martyrs the People who commit crimes such as thi s do not 

mates. This campaign needs to be stopped. deserve to be glorified worldwide on bill -

Pictures of Jeremy Sheets and boards . 

ohn Lotter wI·II appear on billboards ------- It is extremely hypocri ti cal to use 
EdlOtorloal 

Idwide at the end of this month, a heartless murder to plea for com-

the words "Sentenced to Death" • • • • • • • • • passion. 
ten over them. The opinion Billboards such as these create 

Jeremy Sheets was sentenced to of false pity for the inmates, making it 

eath for the racially motivated kid- The Register seem like they are dying for some 

apping, rape and murder of Omaha mighty cause and are innocent people. 

Kenyatta Bush. This man committed a These bigots and murderers are not innocent 

orrendous hate crime, yet he is being used as people. They are not fighting for any good 
), 

cause. They should not be martyred. 

These billboards are a lso extremely insult

ing to the families of the victims . Kenyatta 

Bush's family does not need these horrible 

memories brought back. Bush 's death has 

caused enough harm without it being rubbed 

in her families face . 

The death of John Lotter 's victims, Lisa 

Lambert, Phillip DeVine and Teena Brandon 

do not need to be brought up for the families 

to hurt o ver again. 

The deaths of a ll these victims should not 

be trivialized by the "suffering" of their kill

ers. Jeremy Sheets and John Lotter wi ll · not 

"suffer" anywhere near as much as the fami

li es of Kenyatta or Teena or Phillip or Lisa. 

These billboards are a lso easy ways of 

getting publicity and creating controversy. Pro

testing the death penalty can be done in more 

intelligent ways than exploiting murderers and 

disrespecting families . 

Oliviero Toscani, the pho tographer spon

sored by Benetton, said these photos are de

signed to show "a human face to the prisoners 

on death row." Along with the pri soners, the 

victims need be shown as well. 

While everyone had the right to their opi n

ion regarding the death penalty, the flesh and 

blood of Bush needs to be shown as well. The 

flesh and blood of al l those murdered needs to 

be displayed for a ll to see, to show what these 

murderers did . 

Register Your 
Opinion 

"Register Your Opinion" is 

not meant to represent the 

view the entire student 

body or the staff of the 

Register. 

Does UNMC have the 
right to research using 
whatever it chooses? 

Yes. Research benefits mankind. 

Ed Yin ,10 

Yes. Scientific research in any 

field will continue its develop

ment and be beneficial to 

mankind . 

Mitch Raftery,tt 

Yes . The benetlts of research 

for suffering patients greatly 

outweigh the cost of obtaining 

the information. 

Marina Tsed, 12 

Yes. But Uley should limit what 

they do. 

Valerie Neimeier, 9 
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00 Much Y2K Hype bad 

I was reading the Register and I 

came across the editorial " Y2K 

Hysteria Overplayed by Media. " 

Everyone thinks that just because the 

year 2000 is coming that everything 

is going to blow up. 

Who ever thinks thi s is going 

to happen needs to wake up. Nothing 

happened at the beginning of 1998, 

1999 etc . Why are people thi nking 

the world is coming to an end? 

Not all people think the world is 

coming to an end. They think there 

is goi ng to be hover crafts and fl ying 

cars . Why does there have to be 

flying cars just because it 's the year 

2000? 

I think no thing is go in g to 

happen . There will be no flyin g cars. 

Its just going to be another year. So 

get real a ll you people w ho think 

something is going to happe n in the 

year 2000. 

Jerome Scott, 11 

ollections proves effective 

I read the art icle "Collection 

removes weapons from Omaha's 

streets, organizers say." I think it was 

a great way to get guns off the streets 

and get guns out of houses . The reall y 

neat thing is that even some teenagers 

ha nded in guns. 

MADD dads ha ve a good 

strategy to sto p vio lence. J think it 's 

great that they go out 

and ta lk to teenagers 

once a week. 

Some adults do 

not understand that 

maybe if they could 

try to understand 

teenagers and really talk to them, they 

could get their point across better. 

Lori Jimenez, 11 

Road Show Variety Dismal 

I am thoroughly disgusted with 

the way that Central decides to show 

off our talent. Picking a few people and 

putting them in multiple skits is not 

the way we can show this city o ur 

magnitude of diversity and talent. 

1 al ways thought that this show 

was meant to showcase the talents of 

Centra l, and the different ideas that 

creative people can come up with . 

But in the pas t four years tha t I 

have been here, I have seen the same 

people in every thing that involves the 

s tage. 

The musical and the Spring play 

are the ir time to shine. To let Omaha 

see the rest of Central strut it's stuff. 

Talent and variety shows have 

been assoc iated with each other in the 

past, yet Central's talent show lacks 

varie ty. 

Kelli Muldoon, 12 

I play o n the Girl's Basketball 

.. 

Reserve team. I have never seen 

or heard of an artic le on any of 

the lower teams. 

Why is it that only Vars it y 

gets a ll the ho nor and glory? I' 
would like for the Register to 

take into consideration what 1, 

along with ma ny others des ire, 

to be recognized . 

I'm no t asking for a full -page 

article, maybe just a few pictures of a 

game from a team other than Varsity. 

Morgan Kimble, 10 

Football Coach Out of Line 

I'm writing in reference of th e 

artic le entitled, "Westside Football 

Season Erased o ff the Records. " I 

thought it showed what some hi gh 

school football coaches will do to win . 

The Wests ide coach must ha ve 

known that hi s fu llback was ine li g ible 

if the coach knew that Makoid had 

been enro lled in sc hoo l fo r eigh t 

semesters. 

I think that he was trying to keep 

it a secret and get away with it, for 

more glory. 

T hat just shows that Wests ide's 

head coach is look ing more to him se lf 

for wins, rather than what is in the team 

best interest. 

If I was on the team and I did not 

know that we had an ineligible player 

and this happened , I wo uld be mad and 

would expect an apo logy. 

Clifton Gintz, 11 

Open House a Success 

On Jan . 22, I attended Centra l's 

Open House with my bro ther and hi s 

friend who wi ll both be incoming 

freshmcn thi s fall. 

I was amazed at the multitude 

of people who attended . As I was 

wa lki ng around , I was trying to 

fi gure out what. Centra l would do if 

a ll these s tudents came as freshmen 

to Central. 

We are so crowded already. 

What are we going to do thi s fall 

with more s tudents') 

Nicole Engler, 10 

Later mornings needed 
I think that schools shou Id s tart 

later in the mornin g. The Board of 

Education wants students to achieve 

better academically yet schools start 

carly. This causes students to walk 

around like zombies not being able 

to concen tra te and falling as leep in 

c lass. 

I fee l very strongly that once 

this plan is in place, students wi 11 

do better, work harder and get higher 

grades. 

Nicole Paroda, 9 

When writing a letter 

to the editor, please 

include your name and 

grade. 



the release of four album~ 

By Stefanie Wulff 

Throughout the years, the Faa 

Fighters have reminded us that it's 

okay to play ungod ly loud and In tune, 

that songs can sti ll be about girls and 

that teeny-bopper bands hold true to 

their name. 

The Faa Fighters, who recentl y 

released their new album, "There's 

Nothing Left To Lose," are composed 

of three men who have grown up 

under the public eye with every 

second of their ado lescence recorded 

for posterity with little regard for 

privacy, RCA publicist Shelby Meade 

said . 

The creation of the band, best 

known for their songs "Mo nk ey 

Wrench" and "Everlong," was simple, 

Meade said . Founder David Grohl, 

who was in the late punk rock band 

Nirvana , set out to put a band together 

by pass ing along a tape of him playing 

guitar tracks. 

Future bassist, Nate Mende l and 

drummer William Goldsmith got their 

hands on the tape, met with Grohl and 

the Foo Fighters were born, she said. 

second album, "The Colo ur and the 

Shape" with hi s producer. Gi l Norton, 

Meade added. 

Howeve r, the drummer, 

Goldsmith , had had enough with the 

fame and left the Foo Fighters in the 

middle of creating the second albu m. 

Groh l then had to fill his shoes 

and play the drums a lo ng with his 

no rmal duties of vocals and guit ar 

work. Meade sa id. 

Steve Martin of Nasty Little Man 

Publit: Rel at ions sa id that drummer 

Taylor Hawkins, who traveled with 

Alanis Morrisctte's band for 18 

months, joined the Foo Fighters and 

appeared in the hit video directed by 

Gro lh , "Monkey Wrench ." 

With the release of "The Colour 

and the Shape," the Foo Fighters were 

once again head over hee ls in fame, 

Martin sa id . 

The hits " M y Hero " and 

"Everlong" invited li steners to sample 

th e bands loved chorus and gui tar 

ri ffs , he added. 

Unfortunately. Smear left the 

band in 1997 but immediat ely was 

replaced by friend and former band 

mate to Grolh, Franz Stahl, Martin 

sa id . 

Grahl, Mendel and Hawkins when 

c reat in g "T here 's No thing Left to 

Lose," their fourth and newest album. 

The album was made at Grohl's 

hOllse in Virginia without the help of 

a ret:ord <iompany, Martin said. 

guitar as a n 

instrument and 

confessional va i ce 

that isn't afraid to scream once in a 

while. 

Grohl' s voice entrances the 

listener to sing along as he's " looking 

for a comp lication to make my way 

back home and learn to fly," he sings. 

~ 

THE FOO FIGHTERS .. . 
Dave Grohl. Nate Mende. 

and Taylor Hawkins r elax Ii 

the shade of their hot rO{ 

when not screaming ani 

playing ungodly loud fa: 

Pat Smear, who held the spo t o f 

a tourin g guitarist/member in 

Nirvana, also joi ned the band. she 

said. 

A year in a hal f later in 1996, th e 

radio hit " I' ll Stick Around" and the 

1996 MTV video of the year, "Big 

Me" pushed their firs t se lf titl ed 

album to platinum sa les, Meade said. 

Stahl hung around lo ng enough , 

Martin said, to fini sh touring for "The 

Colo ur and the Shape," but by 1999, 

left the band as we ll. 

Grahl built a s tudio in his 

basement wherc he li ves with fellow 

band mates Mendel and Hawkins, he 

said . 

Influences for the Foo Fighters 

came from Queen, Lynard Skynard, 

Pa ntcra, B lack Sabbath and others, 

Meade said 

The second track, "Brakeout," is 

Grohl' s ode to the interaction of love 

and what a bitch it can be. 

The song is pure , real and Grahl 

is still screaming like a 6-year-o ld boy 

who has to go to the denti st. 

Grohl 

prom date fo r fans all around the world, 

and it's almost like he's 

After the fame was high and 

rolling , Groh l s ta rted creating the 

"The band had people coming 

and go ing," Martin said. "Maybe 

that's why they wrote that song, 'I'l l 

Stic k Arou nd '." he joked. The first sin gle, "Learn to Fly," 

o n thc new album returns to us ing the 

"Aurora" is a song about that 

special girl that all the guys are after. 

Beauty and brains make for a nice 

reminiscing form the past when,he guitars, screamin g, 10\ c ,un;· 

chants, " Hell yeah, 1 remembe r hard rock songs and everything I: 

Aurora." between. 

Th e 11 tracks of "There ' s It's the best Foo Fighter dlbu-

No thin g Left to Lose," is full o f to add to your co ll ection. 
The Faa Fi ghters were le ft with 

8ega shows womanly 

affection,dullness in album - 1 
By Stefanie Wulff 

Sunny songs and good moods are 

guaran teed with the purchase of Lou Bega 's 

album, "A Little Bit of Mambo," that is if what 

you like to li sten to are songs about women 

being the center of the world and the rhythm 

of Afro-Cuban beats . 

Mos t of you are familiar with "A little 

bit of Rita' s a ll I need ... " and the praising of 

:. Sandy, Jessica and Mary in 

Bega ' s first si ng le, 

"M ambo Number 

5," but 

h a v e 

you been 

wonderi n g 

why yo u 

ha ve n ' t 

hea rd a 

sec and 

single from 

t his 

\ 

Mambo King? 

"Ma mbo Number 5" may be a huge 

success in Germany, se lling more Ihan one 

million co pies and ho lding the number one 

spo t o n the German Media Control charts for 

months, but in America, a littl e bit of sil ence 

is all I want from Bega. 

Do I smell a one hit wonder fro m thi s 

single, 24-year-old, lady charme r') 

"The a lbum definitely expresses Bega's 

love and affec ti o n for the fairer sex ," RCA 

Publicist Roger Widynowski said. 

He also said that Bega o nce sa id that 

females have always been at the center o f hi s 

life and there were women who made him 

laugh, cry and fa ll head ove r hee ls in love. 

This album, he sa id . is Bega's way of 

exp rcssing hi s love for a ll women out there. 

Bega sa id that in hi s album he can ex press 

full y his philosophy of life, which is' basicall y, 

he sa id , "you have to look a bit deeper to see 

how wonderfu l the world is." 

And most importantl y, Widynowski said 

that Bega said , there's nothing more beautiful 

in a ll of God 's creati o n than wo men I 

This idea is exp ressed well in " I Go t a 

Girl," which Wid ynowsk i said is about one 

of Bega's ex-girlfriends from Miami whom 

was C uban and danced as if "she became one 

with the music." 

Wid ynowski said that Bega believes that 

no thing is bette r tha n the combinati o n of 

music and fun. Mambo mu s ic is full of 

temperament and passion fro m start to fini sh, 

he added. 

Bega said he likes to s in g abo ut hi s 

mottoes ill life and good rules to li ve by. It 

seems as ifBega likes songs that illustrate the 

ways o f li fe and the women in the m. 

One of hi s favorite mottos is illustrated 

8 in a particular so ng , ca ll ed " Baby, Keep 
c 
:n 
-; 
m 
(j) 

-< 
o 
"1'1 

Smiling." 

Bega sings, ..... even when it rains, it is 

enough to look up and see a little bit o f sun 

shin ing through the clouds. " He sa id his 

motto in life is to always reme mber that the 
:n 
() 

l> 
:n sun shines after it rains . 

i!l Even th o ug h Bega loves black and 

§5 South-American rh ythms, he said hi s heart 

~ is with the Afro-Cuban sound of Mambo. 

, 
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WHAT'S MY NAME?!! Jon Gula of Turmoil shouts a number ofthings to 

the audience at a hardcore concert at the Cog Factory on Jan. 15. 

Night at the Cog comparable to sardines in a can 
By Michael Gerhardt 

1 was at the Cog Factory looking around 

at the c rowd that had formed--a 65 year old 

man wearing a Megadeth shirt and his older 

wife wearing a Pantera shirt. Cloaca, System 

Fai lure, Indecision and Turmoil aren't the 

kinds of bands that the geriatric clans come 

o ut to. Oh well, it all turned out well. 

First up for that night was the local 

C loaca, playing its first show and hopefully, 

its las t. That's all that needs to be said. 

Next came Omaha's own System Failure, 

an extremely pleasant surprise. They started 

o ut heavy and energetic, and stayed that way. 

In the first two songs of their set, the mash 

pits damaged the soundboard, so so me 

technical difficulties insued. 

After the technical problems were finally 

fixed, System Fai lure once again s tarted 

bashing the crowd with their set. After the 

disappo intment that Cloaca gave me, System 

Failure mamiged to salvage any damage done. 

After System Failure came Indecision, 

who I know I should have liked, but didn't 

really do alot for me. 

They were loud and all of those things 

that a hardcore band is required to be, but they 

didn 't seem all that original. Their guitars had 

too much feedback and eventually became so 

irritating that it was hard to pay attention to 

the music. 

They also had a few technical problems, 

but it didn ' t stop them at all. Their energy was 

non-stop, they very clearly appreciated their 

fans and had some very good songs. Anyone 

who is into hardcore should definitely check 

them out. 

Surpassing all of my expectations, as well 

as any other band I had ever seen, Turmoil 

exp loded on the s tage and abso lute 

pandemo nium bro ke out. Their sound was 

incredible , with a great mix and more energy 

than I had ever see n in a band . Every 

instrument WilS perfect and the VOCJ \' (li 

through it all. It was abso lutely mali ~lling 

I had never seen the Cog Faclorl " 

frenzied as 1 had during the firs t fou r chord: 

of their opener, "Playing Dead" and il nc\ ( 

slowed do wn. It was so frenzied that people 

were crowd surfi ng at the Cog Factorl' Thl 

Cog Factory is the size of sm J l1 dng. 

generally people don't crowd sur f Ih<.: rc 

They absolutely destroyed thrnugt 

their entire set, mostly songs of their Ill l\ 

album "The Process Of .. . " and a fell' (lId,! 

songs. The hi ghli ght of their set h:ld Ii' 

"Anchor," durin g which I ended up on SI.lgt 

for a few seconds before leaping bad flU! 

into the crowd. 

Other high li ghts were the chaos C;Jlbee. 

by "Let It Die" and the eerie intensill I'i 

" Impending Doom Theory. " Still. \\' orj, 

cannot really describe the complete ill sani[1 

that was caused by Turmoil. They were I n~ 

best band I had ever seen , bar none . 

By Sandi Czapla 

'Magnolia' blossoms nine confused characters on to the big screen 
shows how they touch (or fail to touc h) one confronting their mistakes, passions- and in much she loves him. Some would probably cons ider him [I 

It 's not raining cats and dogs in the new 

film "Magnolia," it 's raining frogs. Yes, frogs. 

In what could very likely be the most 

complex and twi sted movie I will see all year, 

I left the theater wondering what compe ll ed 

the director Paul Thomas Anderson to flin g 

frogs from the sky. 

I give the film a strong A-. 

It taught more about life, love and taking 

ri sks in three hours than I could learn in a 

lifetime. 

The mov ie foll ows nine characters 

through a ll their mistakes and problems and 

another within a day. two cascs- mortality. Hoffman po rtrays a truly troubled man mos t s table c harac ter because he k arJl) 

A man o n hi s dealhbed, a cop , a drug A dying man (Jason Robards) asks hi s that wi ll do anything to please the person he accept the feelings of others and is the f'r, 

addict , a quiz show host, a woman hater, a caring and dedicated nurse (Phi lip Seymour takes care o f. He 's an extremely talented actor one in the film that truly learns to , t ; l n d ~ 
confused nurse, an ad ulteress , a child prodigy Hoffman) to contact hi s long lost son (Tom and he far outshines Crui se in thi s di sturbing for himse lf. 

and one in the maki ng. C rui se). film . The n there is the anti -social, e motif,nJi 

All <.: harat:ters that deve lop re lati o nships C rui se play s the most colorfu l and William H . Macy al so stars in the film as incapable cop who hasn't had a date In Ih!; 

and mentaliti e s that are perp lex and dis turbed character in the film . an old c hild prodi gy because he won a quiz years and tries to have a relali o nship \l Ilt 

intertwi ned in one way or another. He hosts what I like to ca ll "penis pow- show when he was younger. He is haunted by dru ggie (Melora Walters) so as III fulfill h 

The connet:l io n between these nine very wows ," for all these testosterone filled men hi s past because he feels that he deserves helpless needs. 

different characters is extremely vague, but in a c lass called "Seduce and Destroy." more. The drug addict' s father (Philip UJ 

is revea led towards the end of the movie. Robards' young and beauti ful wi fe, Macy is connected with a prodi gy in the Hall ) is the second character faced with deJI 

Most of the charac ters in "Magnolia" are played by Julianne Moore, goes through the mak ing who loses a game show and the love He is extremely ill not onl y physlol,\ 

e ither trying to o utrun , deny or igno l-e th eir whole movie trying to get herse lf written out of hi s father all becau se he has to go to the 0 

past and th ey tr y to do thi s a ll before of his wi ll because she just now realizes how bathroom. ~urn to MAGNOLIA, page , 
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7he !J?ey;'s!er 

ypnosis less than hype 
y Becki Chandler 

You Gre getting very sleepy . .. 

'het hel' yo u beli eve it or not. 

Many be li eve that every person 

a, bl!l! n unde r hypnosis whether 

,. re of it or no t, a lthough others 

ieve it to be fake and rehearsed. 

Nita Wall i ng, a registered 

ypno ti s t Gnd the ow ner of th e 

idwes t Hypno ti s t Cente r in 

cllevue, said that every person is in 

pnos is at least twice a day. 

She said that the hypnosis occurs 

ile yo u wake up and as you fall 

sleep. 

Walli ng sa id that hypnosis is an 

It..:red state of consciousness that 

s one in touch with the inner mind 

. the subconscious. 

S he s aid that h yp no s is is a 

laxed state one can be in to release 

ress and become more re laxed, at 

same time correcting behavioral 

s uch as smoking, 

'creati ng , and anger. 

Basica ll y, hypnosis a ll has to do 

ith the mi nd and the control of it, 

ling sa id. 

Vari ous types o f people come to 

ypnotht:ra pi sts for counseling sick 

,pie or wa nting to change thei r 

hav i() r. 

Hypnothe rapi s t Michae l 

ns tein said that hypnosis allows 

op le to use their mi nd more f reely 

1111 have more po wer over their 

to fi nd a way to use it to your bes t 

advantage. 

"People need to learn how to use 

their mind to shift their belief far 

beyond an y scope of hea lin g, " 

Braunstein sai d. 

Braunstein is a strong believer 

in the art of hypnosis. 

He said it could be used in 

various ways from healing to se lf

improving to e ntertai nment. 

Hypnosis can be seen o n 

television and can even be used to 

help cancer patients visualize, which 

is a usefu l adj unct to chemotherapy. 

Walling emphasizes the 

importance that when under 

hypnos is, peop le ha ve complete 

control, instead of the false be lief that 

the hypnotists are in control. 

Braunstein sa id when und er 

hypnosis, people are not sleeping at 

all. 

Hypnos is is on ly like s lee p 

because it re laxes the person, but 

other than that, it is nothi ng like 

sleep . When a person is under 

hypnosis, the y ha ve comp le te 

contro l. 

Juni o r Mitch Raftery has 

experienced the effects of hypnos is. 

Raftery said that he went to a loca l 

comedy club and was hypnotized by 

a hypnotist. 

He said that he was aware of 

everything that he was doing and had 

a cho ice of what to do or what not to 

do. 

"When I was hypnotized I fe lt 

very relaxed and I fel t that the 

hypnoti st had slight control but I still 

had complete cont rol," Raftery said. 

He said that the hypnotis t had him 

pretend he was pregnant and also that 

he was a stripper bu t couldn ' t take any 

c lo thes off. 

" I was embarrassed but I would 

do it again. it was a very interesting 

and fun experi ence," Raftery said. 

Braunstein said that the idea of 

hypnoti sts as entertainers is also an 

interesting view of hypnosis. There is 

no con spir ac y in vo lved in 

demonstrations on televi sion and that 

everything is real. 

But the mosr c rucial part of 

hypnosis is the induction. Induction 

is a breath i ng technique that is used 

by man y hyp notists to put yo urself 

into hypnos is , Walling said . 

She said that many people have 

mastered the art of self-hypnos is and 

it hel ps to cance l out SlI;ess for those 

who need it. 

A person who does self-hypnosis 

simp ly di stracts their consciousness 

and when a person is ab le to do this 

they have mastered se lf-hypnosis, 

Braunstein said. 

Braun stein e mphasizes th e 

importance of how hypnos is is used 

to he lp them . [t pushes aside all the 

worri es to help a person focus thei r 

mind on a certain thing to conce ntrate 

on. 

"Hypnosis is a tool, like any too l 

it can be used for a variety of purposes. 

Hypnos is can be sa fel y used fo r 

entertainment or therapy," Braunstein 

sa id. 

wo Central students struggle 

i th common fears I disorders 

a 

Imagine going through life being 

ohsess ive-compulsive or having a 

. of dea th . These are people that 

er from what are ca lled specific 

Iwbias. a lice nsed cli nica l socia l 

said. 

C indy Bang, a psychotherapist 

I r th e; U ni ve rsity o f Nebraska 

cdlca l Center, sa id that there are 

wo basic divisions of obsess ive

mpul si ve behavio r. 

"T he re pe titive pattern of 

hough ts is the obsessive part," she 

aid. "and the repetitive pattern of 

avior is th e compulsive part." 

Some behaviora l characteri stics 

hat a re brought about by either 

bsess io n o r co mpulsions a re 

. sh ing of th e hands or specific 

ki ng patterns [hat if broken could 

. gi ta le such a person, Bang said . 

"Ofte n obsess i ve-compulsives 

tr y to neutralize or ignore their 

icti on and that may cause another 

ss io n o r compulsion to come 

about," l3ang sa id . 

Jun ior Qui nn Corb in was 

di agnosed as an obses s ive 

compulsive as a sixth grader and sa id 

that her disease was more menta l 

than behavioral. 

Corbin did no t deve lop th e 

stereotypica l obsessi ve-compul sive 

be havior that is represented o n 

movies or on television. Hers was 

more based on beha vioral checking 

and was easi ly det a ined by a 

counselor and medicine. 

"At first I didn ' t wa nt to go to a 

counselor because I felt like I was 

the onl y person my age with the 

problem," Corbin said, "but now I've 

found that obsession s and 

compulsions are a lot more common 

than I thought." 

Another spec ific phobia that is 

somewhat comm on is the fear of 

death This fear could evolve from a 

number of things, Bang said. 

"The fear can develop from a 

disbelief in an afterlife and a fear of 

the unknown ," Bang sa id, "or it 

might poss ibly be the fact that they 

are anticipat in g something that is 

beyond their co ntrol." 

She said that the fear could also 

..... ..... ~ 
you ask 

We're past holding hands and 
ready (or the hext step. How 
do we know what's tight to do? 

-Drew ( Kati 

DlvaB_wers 
Deat Dtew ( Kati, 

when to get physical and with whom is 

completely yout choice. Kissing, {ooling 
around and sex can be really powerful 
things, both physically and emOtionally. 
And i( you go too fat too (ast; It can be 
~aty, disappointing, and even dangerous 
-- you could end up with a bto/<en hearl, 
pregnant ot with r< sexually tmnsmltted 
disease. 

So think ahout what you can do instead 
- snuggling, walking hand-In-hand -
because it'll give you a lot fa talk about 
and a lot o( options. You might {lnd that 
what you like right now has almost nothi~ 
to do with sex, and that's completely coo' 
-- Diva B 

••••••••••••• • 

__ I'lIIQIIe AU Dlv •• at dlv.bCnllVlx.n.t . 

• • teenwlre.com for more a & A on hot topics. 

: See Planned Parenthood for pregnancy tests, 

• emergency contraception, birth control, condoms, 

•• information about abstinence, and STDIHIV testing. 

Four health centers in Omaha, one in Council Bluffs. 

We're in the White & Yellow Pages. 

Or call 1-800-230-PLAN. 

come from horrific visions as a child 

or a traumati zi ng experi ence. 

Se ni o r Raechel Ac helpo hl 

developed a fear of death about two 

ye ars ago when s he was in a car 

accident. 

Her fear is one that includes the 

fear of not only herse lf dying but a lso 

pe()p le she cares about. 

" It 's not that I 'm afraid of death, 

['m a fraid of it co ming too soon," 

Achel pohl said. 

Bang sa id that thi s could go back 

to the anticipati on of uncontroll able 

events in a person's li fe. 

She said that the most effective 

fo rm o f curin g a fear of death is to go 

to a counselor to perform grief work 

on a person to see where their fear 

evolved. 

Medi c ine ma y cau se a perso n 

with thi s di sease to be responsive, but 

it wou ld be mos t effec ti ve to have a 

combination o f co un se lin g and 

medicine. 

B o th o bs essive-co mpul s ive 

di sorder and the fear o f death affect 

ma ny people in today's soc iety and 

can be eas il y cured or deta ined. 

Monday, January 31 , 2000 ~ 
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LEFT TO R I 6HT: Tim Diaz, Jeff Fowlkes, Michael Nehra, Robert Bradley and 

Anderew Nehra add some hot beats and creative tunes to make up Robert Bradley's 

Blackwater Surprise. 

Robert Bradley's Blackwater 

Surprise gets a taste of fame 
By Stefanie Wulff 

The fate of becoming a star 

is se ldom reached and often 

comes by chance, but for fi ve men 

who were in the right place at the 

right time, the birth of stardom in 

the formation of the band Robert 

Brad ley's B lackwater Surprise 

defin itely was a surprise. 

Robert Bradley was a blind 

street musician from Alabama. 

singing in Detroit parks f()r money 

when guitarist Michael Nehra, his 

brother and bassist, Andrew, and 

drummer Jeff Fowlkes heard him 

outside of the ir recording studio 

window and immediately wanted 

Bradley to form a band with them, 

Todd Schenkenberger, RCA 

publ ic ist said. 

"The guys thoug ht that his 

voice came strictly from the soul 

and they knew that if Bradley 

formed a band with them that they 

would have an original sound," 

Schenkenbergcr sa id . 

The Ne hras and Fow lkes 

approached Bradley a nd asked 

him if he wou ld be interested in 

forming a band, but Bradley sa id 

he decline. Six months went by, 

he added, when M. Nehra 

received a ph o ne ca ll from 

Bradley confess ing hi s interest. 

"We decided to get together 

in the studio to have a spontaneous 

jam to see where it would lead," 

A, Nehra said. 

The Nehras and Fowlkes said 

that the y didn ' t think Bradley 

wou ld mesh well with the Detroit 

music scene, however, A. Nehra 

said that the group blossomed and 

formed into somethin g 

unimaginable. 

M. Nehra, said that Diaz, hi s 

brother and Fow lkes wanted to 

help Bradley unveil the qualities 

in his voice that he never had the 

chance to express. 

After a while , Tim Di az 

joi ned Rob ert Bradley's 

Blackwater Surprise and played 

the keyboard, A. Nehra sa id . 

"The keyboard so und was 

something needed to set the band 

apart form all other bands ," he 

said . 

With the help o f MTV 

p layin g Robert Bradl ey's 

Blackwat.er Surprise's first video 

off their firs t album, "Time to 

Discover," doors opened fo r the 

band. Schenkenberger said. 

"We had been working so 

hard and that [stardom] made us fee l 

like thi s was definitely meant to 

happen," A. Nehra said. 

An appearance on the "Conan 

O'Brian Show" fol lowed as well as 

write -ups and reviews in People 

Maga zin e and the N ew Yorker, 

Schenkenberger added . 

Robert Bradley's B lackwater 

Surprise has traveled all over the 

nation playing over 400 shows with 

s uc h names as Dave Matthew's 

Band, Brian Setzer Orchestra, Sonic 

Yo uth and Maceo Parker, 

Schenkenberger said. 

He said that the band also was 

included in the HORDE tour of '99 

and shared the stage with Beck and 

Ben Fold's Five. 

"Time to Discover" is a mixture 

of blues, ro«,ls.. J'Q(lslOilll?e R & Band 

soul. 

The album captures the band 's 

tightness as a unit , illustrates the 

tiredness fro m years of touring, but 

s hows frie nds growing c loser 

together and perfecting their skills, 

Schenkenberger said. 

"Getting to know each other 

better from being out on the road for 

so long really helped in the studi o," 

Bradley says of the past. "I think 

thi s album had more of a band feel." 

'Magnolia' captures attention of audience 
• MAGNOLIA, 

continued from page 8 
bu t a lso emotiona lly . T he man is 

connected with Macy and the little 

boy because he is the host of the quiz 

show that made the two "popular." 

T he symbolism in the film was a 

little too much for me to handle. 

Why did frogs fa ll from the sky? 

What do magno lias have to 

do with anything in the film ? Do these 

characters represent people or do they 

resemble the images that you and I 

are faced with? 

I found it weird that it took fl ying 

frogs to bri ng the charac ters together 

and to find out that they had problems. 

If it takes fl yi ng frogs for me to fi gure 

out my problems, then I'm go ing to 

go thro ugh life thinkin g that it 's 

perfect. 

I co uld o nl y co me to the 

conc lusion that Anderson was trying 

to pro ve th at co incidence a nd 

misfortu ne control our destinies more 

than we would like to think . 

Perhaps, he was right. 

YOU'RE A DROP OF REFRESHMENT IN A THIRSTY WORLD. 
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No date needed for 

fun on Valentine's Day 

Lip 
Smackin' 
Good 

The ho liday season is over. 

Yo u 're bro ke from buying a ll 

those gi ft s, you're bl ubbery from all 

tlw,e C hri stmas cookies that tasted 

good at the time and now you need a 

date for the infamous Valentine's Day, 

Reall y bad . 

That's right kids . One season o f 

1m e is o ve r. 

And yes , Chri stmas qualifies as 

a season o f love . How many of yo u 

ha ve birthdays in A ugust? Uh-huh. 

That's what I thought. 

Anot her sea,o n o f love is on its 

way. 

Ano ther so-ca ll ed "holiday" to 

pu r u nneeded press ur e o n yo ur 

already s tre,s ful and hec tic lifestyle. 

.An d yo u' re stuck. 

Those o f yo u wit h s ignifi cant 

()thers arc confused as to ho w to make 

the da y spec ial and those of yo u 

Wit hout are loo kin g fo r a spec ia l 

someone to share the holiday with. 

If yuu ha ve a date, good for you. 

Yu u have one o f the requi rements for 

a happy day conquered. Lucky you, 

u(ln't talk to me. 

Now for those o f yo u who have 

rea l pro ble ms. 

be') 

Whel'e should you find a date') 

If yuu find a da te, who sho uld it 

If yo u don' t find a date, should 

yuu spend it with yo ur best guy or girl 

I"r ie nd? 

I know abo ut a ll these questions 

tha t are runn ing rampantl y through 

Yllur head . 

We ll, I mig ht not be the bes t 

pe rson to g ive advice, but who rea lly 

needs a d :.t te to have a ni ce Va lentine's 

Dayanyway'7 

It 's just o ne more day o ut of the 

year to get gifts and spend it with 

somell ne you real ly enj oy. 

Wel l, correct me if I'm wrong, 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Even 

tho ugh you rnay ha ve not gotte n ev

er ything you wanted for Chri stmas, 

a nd you a lready broke yo ur New 

Year 's reso luti on, things are looking 

C E N A A L 

U1 

w 
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w 

u 
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but if Valentine's Day is for people you 

rea ll y ca re abo ut, then wh y not Jus t 

spend that money on yo ur best friend? 

Or for that matter, yo urse lf? 

Face it , you wo uld muc h rather 

s pend th a t moo lah o n so met h ing 

mater ia li sti c, like 6hoes or pe rfumel 

co logne. 

We could all use a little cash in our 

pockets. 

Plus, wou ldn't you feel cheap if 

they spent a lot of money on you and 

all yo u got. them was a measly heart

shaped box of chocola tes? 

I'm perfectly prepared to spend the 

day with some of my friends . Frank ly, 

I don't see what 's wrong with it. 

So I might look like a loser if I'm 

the o nl y o ne not carryi ng around 

fl owers on the infamous V-Day, but I'm 

go ing to look like I'm being 

indepe ndent. 

Yeah, that's right, independent. 

I suppose it would be nice to get a 

bouquet o f fl o wers to carry around 

school so that you could think you were 

a little ·more than something special. 

Boyfriends and girlfriends can be 

ni ce , but do yo u reall y want to go 

through life re lyi ng on someone else to 

pay for a movie or dinner? 

On second tho ught, that doesn ' t 

sound half-bad. 

But you have the rest of your life 

to have so meone s uc ke r you into 

spending huge amo unt s of time and 

money on them. 

I propose that for thi s Valentine' s 

Day, for the first time ever, anyone free 

and clear of that o ld tradition of having 

a date should make a point to pamper 

the mselves and their friends . 

Make this February 14 all about 

havi ng a good time, be ing good to 

yourself and celebrating the wi ld and 

crazy days of your youth . 

Then maybe when yo u' re 80 and 

tearing the cellophane off of yet another 

box of (surpri se, surpri se) candy, you 

can think back to that one Valentine 's 

Day whe n yo u had no obligations. 

The day went how YOU wanted it 

to, and yo u were surrounded by friends 

you va lued far more than a bo'uquet of 

flowers . 

up for you . Patience is the key for thee. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) What 

you 've done in the past is coming back 

to ha unt you . Did you forget that what 

goes arou nd comes around? Have more 

of a heart next time. 

Aries (March 21 -ApriI19) Use the 

power of the mysterious beyond to help 

you get what you want. Thi s could 

mean prayer or focusing a ll your atten 

ti o n on your current dream . It 's more 

c urrent than you think. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Live 

and le t live. Don't kill th e spider just 

E A G E S C E N 
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Top F i \TE Sp' 

picks .a 'p 
set 

Top 5 Fast Food Placts 
1. Burger King 
2. Taco Bell 
3. McDonald's 
4 . RURZa 
5. Fazoli's 

Top 5 80's TV ShoWs 
1. "Saved By the Btll· 
2. "Alf" 
3 . "Full House" 
4. "Family Ties" 

5 . '\he Cosby Show' 

Top 5 Things Wanted 
for V-Day 

1. Lovin' 
2. CD's 
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'E YEO F TH E BE H 0 l D E R ' ... a stylish thriller starring Ewan McGregor 

(right) and Ashley Judd hit theaters Jan. 28. McGregor plays an intelli
gence agent who's assignment is to corner Judd, who plays a seductive 
conartist who is blackmailing the son of a senior government official, Ja

son Priestly co-stars. 

3. Money 
4. Jewelry 
5. Clothes 
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Pennill 

Schulz lays down pen 

Cartoonist Charles M. Sch ul z 

put hi s pen dow n Jan. 3 a nd 

an no unce d hi s ret ireme nt from 

drawing hi s fam o us c har acters, 

C harli e Brow n, S noopy, Linu s , 

Lucy and the gang, in hi s comi c 

str ip, "Pea nuts ." 

Schul z had been draw ing the 

loveable cha racters for a lm ost 50 

years , he sa id, and it was the 

fulfil lment o f hi S c bildhood 

ambition. 

Sch ul z shed tears during a 

nati o nal te lev is io n interview whil e 

because he bit. He needs you to li ve 

just as much as yo u necd him ... 

Gemini (May 2 1-June 20) It 's 

time to be your own worst enemy 

again. Get rude wit h some food or 

grab a lighter and sta l1 a fire because 

it's your turn to be the worm. 

ClI"ceT (June 21 -Jul y 22) The 

winter season leaves you unhea lthy. 

Just bec ause the snow is falling 

doesn' t mean your weight shoul d be 

ri sing. Hit the gy m in your spare 

time ins tead of the couch. 

Leo (Ju ly 23 -Aug. 22) Feeling 

R A E A G S 

he sa id good-bye to h is da ys of 

drawing. 

But never fear, Schu lz said he's 

drawn e nough ne w cartoons to las l 

through 2000. 

Millennium arrests triple 
There were three times as many 

arres ts than on an average night were 

made by th e Omaha Po li ce 

Department (OPD) ol1' the nig ht of the 

ne w mill e nnium , Omaha Po li ce 

De partment Sgt. Dan C isar said . 

Cisar said that most of the arres ts 

we re b eca use o f drunk drivin g 

a lthough there were a couple that 

involved guns. 

Rumors of the Civ ic Auditorium 

being used as a ho ldlllg cell for New 

Year's Eve arrestees were, however, 

false, Sgl. Cisa r said . 

On ly 35 arrests were made by the 

officers that we re on duty th at night, 

dr<lb? Non aggressive? Laid back? 

Dri nk a s trawberry shake and indulge 

in the na vor cuz that fl avor is the na

vor you need to sp ice up your life. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You are 

young, so be yo un g , have fun and 

do n't tie yo urse lf dow n to an unmov

i ng object. 1f t here 's no room for 

change, it 's very deran ged. 

Libra (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) "To be 

tru ly beautiful, a woman must be a t 

least a littl e insane." - Sal vador Dali 

Scorpio (Oct. 23- N ov. 2 1) 

Look in' good ! You're feel ing tl y, but 

C E N R A E A G 

he sa id . 

Sgt. C isar said that he and the 

o ther o ffi cers in the OPD didn't 

know what to expect on this eventful 

ni ght, but they were glad that there 

weren ' t any riots . 

'Witch'sequels planned 
Jus t when you th o ught it was 

safe to camp again, the directors of 

the "B la ir Witch Project" are 

bre wi ng up a double d ose of • 

madness once again. 

"B lair Witch 2" is expected by 

Halloween followed by "Blair Witch 

3" the preque l that wi ll hit theaters 

in 2001. The prequel starts in the 

1780s with the w itc h 's first 

appearance in Blair, MD and th e 

fir st di sappearances of children, The 

story will carry the tale up to 1994, 

the yea r th e los t filmmakers. 

vanished . 

nobody knows why. So why try to 

fi gure it out? When in do ubt, let out 

a shout, it ' ll make you fee l much bet

ter. 

SlIgiltllTillS (N ov. 22-Dec. 21) 

The time is ri ght to let others know 

what you ' ve been hiding. Get that 

mo nkey o ff your back and make 

things the way they were meant to 

be. 

ClIpricorn (Dec , 22 -J an . 19) 

Waiti ng for someone? Don't just 

s tand there and sm ile, get up and 

dance! Anyone wi ll notice you then! 
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18"' Amendment to do : 

Feb. 24- Machine 

Head and Revellie 
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5 p.m . 

Feb. 24- Five Stan 

Fall and Carolyn's 

Mother at the Rane: 
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portsmanship 

prob~e~ in 
chool athletics, 
oaches say 
BEHAVE, continued 

from page 12 

Penni ngton said that the parents of 

t athletes are often found yelling at 

rees and opposing coaches when they do 

agree with a ca ll. 

They often get very emotional at games 

en it co mes to their children and their 

mates, he said. 

Behrens said coaches are always trying 

set 3n example for their students . 

This inc ludes things such as shaking 

nds with other coaches and officials before 

~ ", fJr:f 
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Central student dreams of future as martial arts 
By Courtney O'Malley 

After over 37 0 ho ur s o f prac tice , 

thousands of broken boards and a broken arm, 

sophomore Mickey Williams strives to one 

day be a Tae Kwon Do master. 

William 's hobby did not start out that 

way. Tae Kwon Do and other martial art 

classes such as Jujitsu, Judo and Hakida acted 

as a way of self-defense, he said . 

Classes such as these helped him defend 

himself against a group of bullies who picked 

on him in his early childhood . 

. "The cl ass es ended the bullyin g 

sItuation," Williams said. "After that I just 

stuck with it. " 

Willi ams has been involved in the martial 
arts since he was eight. 

After seven years he has been th rough 

ten and is not as good as 

a per ~o n who is forty that 

has had a black belt for 

thirty years ," Williams 
said , 

To mo ve 

perfo rm 

mo ves o n the 

pa rticular material in 

move up. 

Yet , before one tests the student learn and 

perform the material and asks his instructor's 

permission to test. 

Williams is not only a student , but also 

an instructor. Although he is an 

instructor he wishes to become 

a master, he said. 

" I have approximately 

thirty- three more years 

until I can be 

a master," 

he said. 

A master is 

the head of the 

organization. He is a 

lieutenant in the Omaha Police force. 

Williams sa id that he became friends with him 

and he saw his potential. 

Tea Kwon Do, meaning the way of the 

Hand and the Foot originated during the 

Korean War. 

The Korean government combined all the 

existing Korean martial arts together so that 

the soldiers would be all learning the sa me 

things, Williams explained . 

"My favorite move, if! were showing off, 

would be the butterfly kick. My favorite 

defense move is a knock out technique similar 

to that of the double outer form block," 

Williams playfully admits. 

when they make a mistake. various levels of belts, and is now currently a 

" [ wi ll say something to officials, but I'm second-degree bl ack belt. He also has a first

going to go ballistic or anything, just sort degree black belt in Judo and Jujitsu. Willi ams 

Along with a growing self-confidence, 

and improved hand-eye coordination, the 

martial arts has improved Williams ' qualit y 

of life throughout, he said . 

" I hope to someday be a master, train in 

Japan , and open my own Tea Kwon Do 

school," Williams said. 
remind them when they make a mistake," 

added. 

However, coaches do have their moments 

we ll. 

Thcy often get so involved in the game, 

is sometimes difficult to remember to set 

h a good example for their team , 

nningtOn said . 

" [n the heat of battle, sometimes they 

. Some are misguided enough to think 

when they ' re doing that, its for the kids,'" 

said. 

Head Wrestling Coach Jimmie Foster 

he was thrown out of the Boys Town 

ling meet in December for yelling at a 

'Tve been a part wrestling for fourteen 

and I've only gotten thrown out of a 

ment once," Foster said, " I thought my 

had lost unfairly a'nd so I let the ref 

that he took hi s power too far. When it 

mes to my wrestlers I will go against 

thori ty." 

He said on a whole, his team wrestles 

ith class . 

Pemington said, .... think when you get 

at the officials it gives the kids an excuse 

do so," 

"Students sometimes try and put the 

lame of their losses on referees or 

nents," Pennington said . 

"The whofe idea .of spDrtSjs to do your 

s t and accep t the turri'otit rather than 

laini ng ; look at how you can .work on 

ng things better," he said, "B lam ing 

body else is not going to help you to 

prove, When you lose, if you use somebody 

Ise as an excuse you're not goi ng to get any 

, you' re just going to make the same 

Both Pennington and Behrens agreed that 

'p in high school sports today has 

It 's better today than it has been in the 

t, the coaches said . 

" I think it 's better now because of 

wareness," Pennington said. 

you. If your score is high 

eno ugh, then o ne may 

Wrestler pins his 

way into Class-A 

top ten rankings 
By Jeremy Scurlock 

Senior William Garcia was ranked fifth, 

as of Jan. 19, 2000, in the Omaha World 

Herald's Nebraska High School Class A 1I2 

Ibs. weight di vision after pinning another op

ponent in the team 's first dual meet victory 

against Omaha South, Coach Jimmie Foster 

said , 

Garcia said he was ranked as high as 

third earlier in the season. 

"I suffered a loss to this kid from North 

who is third in the state now," Garcia said. 

"That put me out of the rankings all together, 

for just a little bit though ," 

Garcia is the team leadeJ:jn pins with 14., 

only eight short of the school record, which 

stands at 22, Foster, said. 

"The wrestling program here [at Central] 

has been around since 1933 and has produced 

more state champions then any other high 

school in the state," Foster said. "Will is get

ting close to a record which compares a lot of 

wrestlers achievements. Ray [Kizzee] had 18 

pins on his way to a State Championship and 

is one of the best wrestlers Central has ever 

seen, if not the best." 

SINGLE RHEL, DOUBLE RHEL, TR I P LE RHEL, •••• Sophomore Foster said he has seen a commitment to 

Virginia Meyer works through her virtually daily workout routine wrestling from Garcia, as well as a commit

at the Benson Park Ice Arena at 69th and Military Ave. where she ment to being the best wrestler he can be. 

gracefully practices her ice skating techniques, A commitment to beating the best wres-
L-______________________________ ---1 tiers he can and a commitment to never back-

displays daily, Foster said. 

"Tough guys are tough, Foster said. 

"They don't decide one day that it 's time to 

get tough because all of a sudden it's the cool 

thing to do . They ' re tough through and 

through every day." 

Garcia was ranked sixth during the 1999 

season before he was forced to step aside to 

allow senior transfer Lewis Williams from 

Omaha North High School to wrestle his 

weight class . 

"Will 's been working hard since I took 

over as coach when he was in the tenth grade, 

he does what has to be done to win," Foster 

said. "He's the kind of kid who leads by ex

ample." 

Garcia is in his fourth season with the 

Eagle wrestling squad, and has competed at 

the varsity level since his sophomore year, 

Foster said. 

"Will is the kind of wrestler every coach 

likes to have. He's a tough, hard-nosed, con

fident kid who do~s what is necessary to be a 

winner," Foster said. 

Garcia said he is looking forward to the 

district tournament the second week of Feb

ruary, when he will be going to the mat to 

wrestle fourth and sixth ranked contenders 

from his weight class. 

"I like his [Will's] chances at the district 

tournament , and Will Garcia has a chance of 

doing extremely well at the state champion

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
r ___________________ ...-...:i~n~ g .:::d::ow.:.:.:.:n.:a:.:re~all attributes Gan ~ ia prominently ship," Foster said . 
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MICHAEL ANDERSON-ALUMNUS OF SPACE & CREIGHTON 

HIGH, Go FAR. 
Why do students choose Creighton? To exrlore 

new worlds o f lea rning, to aim for high standards 

of achievement, to rrepare for tomorrow today 

For 4 years in a row, U.S. News & World Report 

has Yanked Creightoll th e 111 university in the 

Midwest. We're a small school with a large 

tradition . Our mission is VOU. 

Maj. Michael Andersol1-

Astronaut on Space Shllt/le Endeavour, J 998. 

Master's Degree il1 Physics, 1990. 

(011402-280·2703 • www.creighton,edu 
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Central Students: 
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~ ___ • City Wide Delivery Services 

http://www.janousekflorist.com 

4901 Charles Street 
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Sports show 

gender dif

ferences 
Let's take a time out to look 

at the· difference between girls, 

guys and sports . 

My little brother and I both 

run cross country and track, so we 

go to meets together. 

I am usually the one yelling 

from the bottom of the stairs 

asking him to hurry up . 

When he finally comes down, 

all he is carrying are his racing 

sp ikes in one hand and maybe a 

bottle of Gatorade in the other. 

I, on the other hand, have a 

bag with a change of clothes, 

socks, extra shoes (besides my 

racing sp ikes), lotion, lip-gloss (I 

never leave home' without it), 

deodoran t, water, a brush, and 

because I am such a klutz, an Ace 

bandage, medical tape, and my 

inhaler. 

Isn' t it true will all girls? We 

are prepared for any natural 

disaster to happen while playing 

sports. 

Guys could care less. 

Now be honest , how much of 

that stuff that we lug around do we 

ac tually use? 

I am not trying to make fun 

of girl s because I am also one to 

blame, but maybe we should 

follow the example of the guys, 

just leave a lot of that stuff at 

home. 

After entering the girls locker 

room for the first time this year, I 

noticed that it smelled a lot like 

Bath and Body Works, mixed with 

the smell of dirty clothes, 

That's right girls, lets put 

some smelly lotion on before we 

work out, that way you will sweat 

even more! But at least we will 

smell good! 

It never stops to amaze me 

how stupid some girls are. We put 

lo tion on before we play 

basketball. Is their some special 

ingredients in the lotion that helps 

catch the ball better? 

When I played basketball, I 

used to have butter fingers when J 

put lot ion on. 

Maybe if we didn't have so 

man y distractions we could 

concentrate on our game a Ii ttle 

more. 
But I am I)ot done, because I 

have yet to talk about the guys. 1 

have not forgotten you. 

Girls may be a little too 

prepared, but guys aren't prepared 

enough. 

I can't tell you how many 

times that I had to turn my car 

around because my brother forgot 

his Icy Hot. 

Or one of the guys left his 

shoes at home and they had to 

borrow someone else's shoes. 

There have been times where, 

not only did I have my stuff in my 

bag , but three other peoples ' , 

because they didn ' t want to carry 

their clothes. 

Guys could take a shower 
. . 

after they play. It is not illegal. 

Or maybe you could wash their 

socks and shirts. You will not go 

to jail if you do. 

Another difference between 

girls, guys and sports is how we 

handle critiquing from a coach. 

When it comes to telling girls 

they did something wrong, and 

you tell them how to do it right 

they get mad and go on this PMS 

kick, and hold a grudge against the 

coach. 

With guys, they may get mad, 

but they don't show it . They also 

are more aggressive on the court, 

and actually take the advice and 

apply it to their game. 

r am not trying to ridicule 

. girls or guys, but just letting every 

one know how we work. So the 

next time you know where we are 

coming from, even though the 

extent of my expertise of guys is 

very minimal. 

Lone diver qualifies for state 
By Daisy Bonham-Carter 

Holding the title as the only person to be 

a swim team diver for the Central High Swim 

Team is what sixteen-year-old junior Alissa 

Fitch is keeping all to herself for this school 

year. 

"It 's not bad because people give me a 

lot of attention," Fitch said . She also said that 

being the only diver is bad because there 's a 

lot of her not competing all the. time. 

Fitch said that she started s"Yimming for 

Central three years a1o, during h ~f re s hman 
year and she started swimming on her own 

one and a half years before. 

Fitch practices at Burke High School for 

o ne and a half-hours everyday during"the 

school year, and she practices three days a 
week during school as well ~s in the summer. 

Each practice and meet starts with 

. stretches and conditional exercises. The prac-

ti ces are based on drills, or on the 

dives for two to three times. 

"[Jim Hueleskamp) is a 

coach," Fitch said. 

Hueles kamp has been sw' 

some time. He also knows a lot aU\Juctl'C; 

of swimming, and he also knows a 

the dives. 

When she warms up, Fitch 

doesn't really put a lotofcffort into 

tices, but physiologically she 

each dive in her head before 

"I concentrate more at 

do at the practices." 

The meets are 

practiced in the practice. ., 

"There's a lot of sitting around and waif';; 

ing at the meets, there's a lot of 

people in them, but are really 

fun." 

She sa id that the practice s are very 

strenuous, depending on the type of dive that 

she does. She practices with seven other 

divers , a total of five sophomores, and two

juniors from a variety of Omaha schools: 

Burke High School, North High School , 

Northwest High School and Creighton Pre

paratory High School. 

Fitch was taught the dives, the front

double summersault, and the back half and 

inward half summersaults, and twisting dives 

by coach, Hueleskamp, a Burke High School 

coach. For some of the more basic dives such 

as the front and back flips, she taught herself 

to do. 
, Fitch said that she has been qualified for 

the state competitions, which are held on Feb

ruary 24 to 26, 2000, because of her 285 points 

in which she earned from throughout her high 

school career of diving. 

''I' m excited to go to the state composi

tions," she said. 

Fitch said that the point scale for diving 

is based on the degree of difficulty that a dive 

is , and also by the judges ' combined scores. 

In order to be in state competitions, one 

would have to have a total of 277 points 

earned during the diving career. 

Fitch said that the most difficult dives are 

summersault, the back-half 

injuries involved, and 

of diving. 

Fitch's influence 

coach, and by the other divers that she prac

tices with. 

"I've come a long way, and I've gotten a 

lot hctter than what I used to be." 

CHS football standout 

commits to Iowa State. 
By Jeremy Scurlock 

Senior Ja'Maine Billups disclosed his 

college decision on Thurs., Dec. 16, revealing 

that he will be on his way to Iowa State 

University (ISU) in the fall. 

"A lot of people asked me, 'Why not 

Nebraska?' and questioned if! had made the 

right deci sion. To tell the truth, I never really 

considered going there," Billups said. "They 

[the Nebraska coaches 1 wouldn't assure me 

a chance to run the ball . They felt I'd fit in 

better as a free safety in 

Lincoln." 

Instead of becoming 

a Blackshirt at the 

University of 

Nebraska at 

Lincoln (UNL) 

along's idc senior 

Lornell 

McPher so n, 

Billups will be 

heading to Ames, 

Iowa to become a 

Cyclone. 

"Hc [Billups] 

wanted a chance to 

run the ball," Head 

Football Coach Joe 

McMenamin said. 

" We spent some 

time talking about 

do what I want, contribute as soon as I can 

and as much as I can. I'm ready to play right 

away." 

The 1999 ISU football team finished the 

season with an overall record 4-7, and it 

see med its offense relied heavily on the 

running game, Billups said. A running game 

that was lead by senior Darren Davis whom 

rushed for over 1,800 yards in 1999 and did 

the same the two previous years, making him 

the best rusher in the Big-12 three of his four 

years with the Cyclones, McMenamin said. 

"Coming in after the ' 

Davis' era puts some 

pressure on me, but it is 

also kind of exciting 

Ja'Maine 
Billups 

coming in to a 

program with a 

pretty well 

established running 

game." 

The two years 

pri9r to Darren 

Davis' stint with 

ISU, his brother, 

Troy Davis, ran the 

ball for the 

Cyclones . Troy 

was the top rusher 

in the nation two 

years in a row, 

McMenamin said. 

it and considered his 

tremendous success 

running this year in a 

limited number of carries. 

Since he 'split time with 

McPherson, it's hard to say how 

" He ' I 1 

[Billups) put on 

some weight before 

the season starts and 

he' ll be given a chance to 

show what he can do,'" 

McMenamin said. "The pressure 

he ' ll feel shouldn't last long, since he'll be 

splitting time with a senior." 

JARED HARTfTHE REGISTER 

well he could have done." 

Although Billups only made a verbal 

commitment to [SU, he sa id he has no 

intention of changing his mind before he, or 

any other high school football player signing 

a letter of intent to play college football , can 

sign on the dotted line and finalize his college 

plans. 

The earliest Billups can secure hi s future, 

as an ISU Cyclone, is Feb. 2. 

" He' ll lose some press by not staying in' 

sta te , and as with most major dec ision s, 

there's a few other possible drawbacks ," 

McMenamin said . 

Billups sa id he was told that not only 

would ISU give him the chance to run the 

ball , but the opportunity to play a significant 

amount of time as a freshman as well. 

"Making it [the decision to attend ISU 

next falll public removes a lot of pressure and 

it' s good to know exac tl y where it is I'll be 

going," Billups sa id . "Th ey're [the ISU 

coaching staff] giving me the. opportunity to 

McMenamin said ISU's recruiting class 

for next season is very impressive. One highly 

sought linebacker out of Des Moines only 

committed to ISU after he was sure Billups 

would be doing so for a fact. 

"The team is going to be pretty young, 

and most of the offensive line is coming back," 

Billups said. "I'm feeling pretty optimistic,] 

think we should be able to put something 

together in Ames." 

Billups said he is looking forward to the 

game against UNL, and hopes to steal at least 

one victory before his years in Iowa are done. 

Billups said that he never really 

cons idered playing at UNL because he 

thought he could contribute more as a running 

back to whatever team he decided to play for. 

"Tell McPherson I wish him luck." 

Billups said . "I'm looking forward to a good 

game with the Huskers and coming up Mac's 

[McPherson's) alley." 
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R B 0 U E : Junior Alissa Fitch performs a front double summersault 

during practice at Burke High. 
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LEFT: Fitch enters the water after another dive. She qualified for 
state after earning 285 points during the course of the season 

Students discuss Creatine ust
ooo 

By Ally Freeman 

For some athletes hard work, eating right and 

exercise are not enough. 

Recently more and more high school athletes have 

been turning towards the dietary supplement Creatine 

to help enhance their muscles. 

Central junior Dan Lewis said he has previously 

used Creatine. 

Lewis said he used it to help gain lean muscle. 

, "Creatine also helps your muscles repair quicker 

and better mainly due to the amount of water you use 

with it," Lewis said. 

Another Central student, junior Travis Hepburn 

also lIsed Creatine to enhance his athletic performance. 

Hepburn said he learned about Creatine from his 

cousin who also used it. Hepburn said he also had seen 

an article on Creatine featured in Sports Illustrated. 

Kristi 'Reimers, Associate Director at the 

International Center for Sports Nutrition said that 

Creatine is used to help athletes get stronger and have 

more endurance for high intensity exercise. 

Reimers said that although Creatine is used 

primarily with athletes, it is also being explored to use 

on patients with Multiple Sclerosis and other neuro

muscular diseases. 

Lewis said before stopping, he used it two times 

daily before and after a hour and a half to two hour 

work routine. 

Hepburn also used it twice a day before workout. 

Lewis said he first heard about Creatine from 

friends. 

"Creatine is rather popular with athletes, but can 

be harmful if used wrong," Lewis said. 

There have been very little side effects seen other 

than weight gain with Creatine use, Reimers said. 

Neither Lewis or Hepburn said they experienced 

any side effects. 

But Lewis has heard of cases of athletes, wrestlers 

in particular, loading up trying to lose weight rapidly 

usually by sweating out all of the water in their system 

while using Creatine. 

. Reimers said that Creatine does not! l\. 
by itself, b~t athletes ~ust train and haw l ' ~ 

adequate diet for Crealtne to be successil. 

"It [Creatine) works when acti ve pei' 

combine training and diet," she said. t 
Reimers said that it increases \:in athk ~ 

muscle strength, which then allows therr 

work out harder. 

Lewis said the Creatine did work for I. S 
He said that when he used it his we: 

jumped 15-20 pounds in two months. All: 

max.'s went up from 10 pounds in milil a~ 

50 pounds in bench, he said. By 
Hepburn said that after he stat1ed u,-

Creatine, he was able to bench press 20 IT, ' 

pounds. cont 

He said that he only stopped usin state 

because when school started he had less II' Net 

and began taking it less frequently unlll Ass. 

stopped but that he might start using it 3£ Stat 

if he had. more time to work out and m0: 

was not an issue. Cor 

Safety has also been a concern I orgl 

Creatine users. Reimers said tha t diel. the 

supplements such as Creatine usually do' 139 
go through testing, but athletes have iI' con 

using it for 10 to 15 years. 

Research done has s uggested II sup 
Creatine is safe for short term use. but II legi 

term research has not been completed. ' 

said. the 

For the brand and type I used, a mOl Ne: 

supply of Creatine ran about $30, H ep ~ : rall 

said. 

"Creatine is not like steroids, you hi at t 

to put a lot of work into your body r as wei 

Lewis said . spc: 

Lewis said he does not believe Crear raIl 
is harmful if used correctly, but there is so' , 

caution. Prl 

"It is harmful on your liver and your br alb 

account," Lewis said. raJ 

Sportsmanship creates growing:: 
problem in athletics, players say: 

sal 
good sportsmen. Before and after every game. tfi By Ally Shandell 

Learn how to play or get off the court! 

This sentiment is just part of a growing 

problem in high school athletes' poor 

sportsmanship. 

Central Varsity Boys' Basketball Coach Rick 

Behrens said bad sportsmanship can be a problem 

with lI thletes, coaches, spectators and parents. 

"Both parents and students can be bad at 

times ," Behre ns said, "But students know it can 

also be tu ~ ned around upon them, so most often 

they show very good sportsmanship." 

shake hands with their opponents; and are \1 ." 

good at not acknowledging or responding to 11 48 

comments made by the crowd. 

Bowl ing team member Courtney Beals,l C. 
the bowling team has been accused at times o f ~ 13 

sportsmanship, such as yelling profanities at el: tel 

other. There have been letters sent to ) ~ 
Pennington regarding the conduct of the gil ch 

team. ed 

"They say we get a little out of hand and 1(1' p~ 

but we don't make fun of any j ther team," ,: NI 

added, "Usually its just between the varsity 11
: ~ 

and varsity boys teams, which is something thJ: • Central Athletics Director Paul Pennington 

said that schools attempt to encourage good been done for years." • 

Bowling team member David Jackson saidt 

game, a coaches made a rule that if you swear once I, B 
is made, get a warning and a zero for that fram e. If you ! -

sportsmanship in many ways. 

Before each basketball 

sportsmanship announcement 

Pennington said. 

"Some sc hoo ls also put sportsmanship 

messages on their programs," he added. 

Recently, school athletics as a whole have 

good s po rt sm a nship , but there is still the 

occasional 'event where somebody gets mad and 

cannot control the ir anger. 

"These are isolated incidents that] wish 

would stop," Pennington sa id. 

Behrens sa id students as a whole are very 

it repeatedly you can get kicked out of the ga ~ ' 

or even off the team . . • , , _I 
He also said that thi s rule is rarely fo 11011 c· eel 
"We get in trouble all the time for cussing) w 

telling each other we suck," Jackson said, " BLlI ' 

do it for fun . It 's sort of a boost. It makes pel1
[ BI 

bowl better because you don't want to get 01 ~ SC 

fun of." cc 

.Turn to BEHAVE, page 11 
is 
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