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Fighting for Pay 

Teachers Rally Over Salaries, Respect 
By Andrew Danford 

"What's priority number one!" 

"People' " 

The Oma.lla Educators Association 

(OEA) carried this message to a rally at 

the Teacher and Administrati ve Center 

(TAC) to help increase public awareness 

of the teacher contract negotiations, OEA 

President Liz Rea said. 

Teachers have been working thi s 

school year without a new contract. 

Usua.lly, teachers have a contract for the 

school year during Mayor June prior to 

that year, Rea said. 

However, Rea said tha t this year, the 

teachers and negotiators have not been 

able to reach an agreement on improving 

teacher sa.!aries and working conditions. 

"Negotiations have slowed down to 

a crawl," Rea said. 

Omaha P ubli c Schoo ls (OPS) 

Superintendent Dr. John Mackiel said that 

the teache rs were demanding a 5 .6 

percent pay rai se. The negotia tors were 

offering a 5.1 percenL pay increase. 

At the rally on Sept. 20, over 1,000 

tcachers from across the district came to 

let the school board know that teachers 

and administrators want to reach an 

agreement rcgarding their contracts, Rea 

said . 

teachers in OPS are paid signiticantly less 

than other teachers around the nation. 

According to OEA, the average 

teacher sa.lary in OPS is $5,000 less than 

the nationa.l average. 

Cent.ra.l Soc ia.! Studies Teacher Carol 

Krejci said thaL she has seen man y 

teachers leave OPS for other school 

districts because the pay was beLLer. 

"We are about 44th in the nation as 

far as teachers' sa.laries go," she said . 

"But our students rank in the to 10 in 

student achievement." 

OPS School Board Member F. E. 

"Fri tze" Stanek said that there is not 

enough money to increase teachers ' 

sa.laries. 

"There is only so much money for 

sa.laries," Stanek said. '" can ' t vote any 

more to them. They must feel that there 

are some reservoirs of money that we 

don't know about." 

Stanek said that he did not believe 

the protest would be very he lpful in 

reachin g an agreement on teac hers' 

contracts. 

"We ha ve not sat a nd finalized 

anything," he said . 

After the rally, seven people spokc 

on thc beha.lf on OEA before the school 

board. 

One majorthemeofthera.llywasthat Turn to RALLY, page 2 
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R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Omaha Public 
Schools' teachers rallied before the 
school board on Monday Sept. 20, pro­
testing salaries. Top: Susan Troyer from 
Howard Kennedy cries for respect. 
Above: Central High School Government 
Teacher Carol Krejci protests current 
teacher salaries. 

Denver teachers to 

receive merit pay 
By Andrew Danford 

The Denver Public Sch oo ls 

(DPS) District will implement a new 

pilot program study this year that will 

reward teachers based upo n their 

student's performance, Vice President 

of the Denver Classroom Teachcrs 

Association (DCTA) Becky Wissink 

said. 

The program will be a two-year 

s tudy, Wis si nk sa id . Twelve 

elementary schools and three middle 

sc hools will participate in the 

program for the first year. 

Faculty at Denver schools will 

vote on whether to participate in the 

program. The program will include 

only those schools where the staff 

voted by an 85 percent majori ty to 

participate in the program. 

About 450 teac he rs will 

partic ipate in the program during the 

first year, Wissi nk said. After the first 

year, 200 high school teachers at two 

high schools may be added to the 

same elementary and middle school 

teachers. 

Teachers will receive $500 for 

partic ipating in thc first year of the 

study. 

School s wil l measurc sludcnt 

ac hi evement in onc or three 

categories: scores on the siandardized 

Iowa Test of Basic Skill s. scores on 

tests c rea ted by teachers or 01 hcr 

measures of achievement resulling 

from special tra ining tha t teachers 

undergo, Wissink said . 

The teachers will a lso set goals 

for the ir studenl s in thcsc three 

categories. They may set up to two 

goals for each year. 

For each goal Ihat the students 

ac hieve in the first year, the teacher 

will rcceive $500 in add ition to Ihe 

$500 for participating in the program. 

During the second yea r of Ihc 

program , teachers wi ll recei ve $750 

for eac h goa l tha t their studc nt s 

achieve but no mo ney for s imply 

participatin g. 

The program will be ovcrsccn hy 

a committee of four members. Two 

members of the committcc will he 

appointed by DPS and two by DCTA. 

Turn to PAY, page 2 

Students choose 

school curriculum 
By Andrew Danford 

When 15-y ea r- o ld Meli ssa 

Randles went back to school on Sept. 

8, she did not start her sophomore year 

of hi gh school. She had no teachers 

and no c urri c ulum. She will not 

receive any grades this year, take home 

any report cards or have to worry ahout 

taking any tests. 

Randles and 17 other students are 

different. They attend Alpine Valley 

School in Golden, Colo. 

At Alpine Valley, the students 

decide what to learn and when to learn 

Alpine VaileLt 
18 ,Iudenl, allend 

• ri,e ,chool i, Iwo , ear, old 

There are 7 ,101/ members 

S iudenis ore in sd,ool 5 I,olll', 0 dOli 

School Hours are 8:00 am-5:00 P ill 

Aqes 5 -19 accepled 

Tuiluion is $3 500 

it, Randles said. 

"No one ca n te ll you to do 

anything yo u don ' t want to do," shc 

sa id. "What the students learn hcrc 

is what they want to lea rn and need 

to learn." 

Alpine Valley was fo unded three 

years ago by Larry Welshon , a puhlic 

school teacher. and accepts childrcn 

ages 5-19. 

'" rea li z.ed that whal I was doing 

in the public schools was hamling the 

children," Welshon sa id. 

He also said that he believed thai 

st udents learn more and are happier 

when they are all owed to learn on 

their own. 

"Hum an bei ngs want 10 

he the best that Ihey can bc," 

Wel shon said . " It 's when 

you forcc them to learn Ihat 

they hate to learn. " 

Welshon said Ihat thi s 

idea is very clcarl y cv idcnt 

at the public school where hc 

~ ~ 

Turn to ALPINE, 

page 3 
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Cameras need~d at Central, Thompson said 
By Rebecca Rennard 

Bc aware; big brother is watChing. 

Principal Dr. Gary Thompson 

said sccurity cameras are high CcntraJ 

lligh School's priority list. 

He said Centra.! is a "safe" school 

compared to many others, but it too 

could usc a few changes. namely 

securit y cameras. 

"It wo uld be grca t if we had 

complcte control over who is in the 

building at a.! I times," he said, "hut in 

reaJity we can't do that. " 

Thom pso n sa id he be li eves 

cameras would increase the securit y 

of the school. 

"There is no way 10 get someone 

aLevery door," he said . "The security 

cameras would give us better control 

over who comes and goes." 

Security Guard Joe Vendill e said 

every door, as ide from t.he West side 

of the school, arc locked at 8:00 every 

morni ng. Althou g h he . a nd hi s 

colleagues. check the d(x)rs everyday. 

there is no way for them to constantly 

monitor the many doors around the 

building. 

rreshman Doug Longcrnwe said 

hc feels the CCUllera<; cu'e necessary for 

tlli s cxac t rcason. 

"Central necds those cameras 

becausc the school is so big," he said . 

"It is impossible for ulcm [security 

g u ~ u ' d s J to watch every thing at once . 

The ccuneras would give ulcm the info 

(hcy need to kccp tllC school safc ." 

Thompso n s tressed th a t th e 

ca mc ras wo uld he prevc nta ti ve 

devices more tll{m anyuling else . 

Securit y Guard Frank Zavorka 

sa id thcy would he vcry helpful for 

preventin g s kippin g as we ll as 

v;Uld<tli sm in the parkin g lots. 

T hompson said th a t nex t to 

controlling who enters the school, his 

main concern is neighborhood gang 

graffiti. 

"We would be able to monitor 

tapes and 10 see who is doin g the 

g ra lfiti so we can puni sh th e m 

accon.lingly." he said . 

T he biggest problem witll the 

ideas is fundin g. T hompson said he 

h<lS found Lilal a minima.l sys lcm with 

th e capabilit y to di spl a y faces 

acc urate enough for identification 

wou ld cost around sevcnty -five 10 

eighlY thous<lnd dollars. 

Security Guard Dan Longwell 

sa id another probl em with the 

cameras is that they would need 

constant monitoring. 

"Came ras are a good idea, 

provided th e re is perso nn e l 

specifica.lly assigned to watch them," 

he said. 

Despite th e few pr o bl e ms. 

Thompson said Centra.l will hopefully 

he receivin g the security cameras 

soon.He said they will be posted 

around the school inside as we 11 as 

out side. 

Zavorka said the cameras will be 

especia.ll y important in thc North sidc. 

"That [the North side) is where 

the skippers are; where people get let 

in ," he said. "Cameras will be vcry 

useful for monitoring ulat area." 

Even withou l Ihe came ras. 

though. ule sec urit y guards sai d U1CY 

believe strongly that Central is thc 

safe st school in the Oma.lla area. 

"I' ve heard from parent s who 

have kids go ing to other schools that 

Cent ra l has th c bes t sys tem for 

securit y," Security Guard Dan 

Longwell said. "'f I had kids. I would 

definitely send them to Centra.l . 
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Shooting 

hits close 

to hOll1e 

;' 

A shooting occurred outside of 

Central High on Dodge St. between 

Central and the Joslyn Art Museum 

on Sept. 21 at approximately 1:58 

p.m., Omaha Police Department 

Officer Don Savage said. 

Twenty-three-year old Israel 

Rodriguez was hit in the shoulder and 

leg as he waited for his girlfriend, a 

Central student, Savage said. Police 

found six shell casings at the scene, 

he said. 

The suspect, a Hispanic male, 

was seen driving a dark-colored 

vehicle west on Dodge St. , Savage 

said. 

Disney 
. 

recognIzes 
CHS teacher 

Central High School's English 

Department Chair, Terri Saunders, is 

one of the finalists in the Disney 

American Teacher Awards. 

Saunders was one of the thirty­

nine teachers chosen out of the sev­

enty-five thousand teachers nomi­

nated. Saunders said the awards cer­

emony will aired on the Disney Chan­

nel on Nov. 15. 

CHS dropout 
pleads guilty I, 

Central Dropout Andrew 

Westling pled guilty to murder in the 

second degree and Qse of a deadly 

weapon to commit a felony on Aug. 

18. 

The murder charge holds a 

minimum penalty of one year and a , 

maximum of 50 years in prison. The 

weapon charge holds a minimum 

penalty of one year and a maximum 

of 20 years in prison and up to a 

$25,000 fme. 

No date has been set for his 

sentencing. 

Rose 
celebrates 
anniversary 

The Omaha Theater for Young 

People at the Rose is celebrating a 

special 1999-2000 season 

commemorating its 50th anniversary, 

Executive Director Roberta Wilhlem 

said. The Theater will be performing 

some of its most popular productions 

nJong with world premiers of other 

productions during the anniversary 

season. 

CHS dances to 

the millennium 
This years homecoming will be 

held on Oct. 2, from 8 p.m. to II p.m. 

This years theme will be "Millen­

nium Magic." 

The homecoming game will be 

held Oct. I , against Millard North at 

Bergquist Stadium at 7:30 p.m. 

Homecoming king and queen candi­

dates will be introduced during half­

time. 

Monday starts off spirit week 

with pajama day, Tuesday, Hawaiian 

Day, Wednesday, Blast from the Past 

Day, Thursday, Crazy hair/Clash.Day 

and Friday is Purple School Spirit 

Day. 

Central puts 
on musical 

Central will perform its fall 

musical. "Soulh Pacific," starring 

Matt Smith and Jenny Storm on Nov. 

5 and 6. A student matinee will he 

held on Nov. 4 . Tickets ror the 

matinee will cost four dollars and he 

~oldatthe school siore. 
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Teachers 

test new 

program 
Denver teachers 
participate in 
study to examine 
merit pay 

• PAY, continued 
from page 1 

Outside experts will be used 

to help ensure the reliability of 

the goals and assessments of the 

goals, Wissink said. 

Disputes as to whether or 

not students have achieved the 

goals that teachers set for them 

will be settled by an arbitrator. 

Data will be taken 

throughout the course of this 

program to help assess the 

progress of the study. 

After the two-year pil ot 

period, members of the DCTA 

will vote on wheth er 

performance pay will be used to 

determine their entire salary, 

Wissink said. 
"There has been nothing like 

this in the past," she said. 

in the past and in the Omaha 

Public Schools district, teachers 

have received pay based on 

seniority. Also, past m erit 

programs have awarded bonuses 

to teachers' salaries. 

Howe ~er, if the plan is 

passed in two years. it will be the 

first merit pay program that 

would be used to determine the 

teachers' entire salary, Wissink 

said. bold 
Central Math Chair John ' tneil 

Waterman said that he believes 

that a program such as this would ; mai 

be an effective means of helpi n~ , enc( 

boast teacher performance. parti 

"The general teacher would ' Juli , 

become more concerned about 

their students if it is dir~t1 y tied ' sen 

to their salaries," Waterman s'lid .i, oge 

,,. fI ,1\Uleliewe in,rewarding.quality." " fr<>n 

However, Central Englisb , " part 

Chair Terrie Saunders said that .. 

she believes that these programs 

are not effective. . 

"A good teacher is .: 

motivated anyway," Saunders <. 

said. "A bad teacher is a bad 

teacher no matter how much you .; 

pay them." 

She also said that she :' 

believes that studen ls" 
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TO P: Republican Presidential Candidate, George W. Bush, speaks at a press conference held on Aug. 31 at Iowa 

western Community College. 

performance would be hard 10 

measure in order to hav e a f) 

program such as this. 

"I don ' t think that you can .: 

AHOUE: George W. Bush greets supporters after the rally. Bush spoke to a ~rowd of over 400 supporters on 
educational issues. 

Presidential Candidate Bush visits Omaha 
By Andrew Danford 

As a parent of 17-year-old 

daughters, Republican Presidential 

Candidate Governor George W. 

Bush brought educational issues to 

the forefront of his recent visit to 

Omaha. 

Bush began his Aug. 31 trip by 

visiting two Catholic grade 

schools, Our Lady of Guadalupe 

and St. Agnes Mission School, and 

ended it before over 400 supporters 

at a rally at Iowa Western 

Community College in Council 

Bluffs. 

" As governor, I made sure that 

making sure our children got 

educated was our first priority," 

Bush said. "All orus must work to 

make sure that every child is 

educated." 

Bush stressed the importance 

of offering equal opportunities to 

all children in America throughout 

his stay in Omaha. 

"Two societies have developed need to start to take responsibility 

in schools today," Bush said. "One for their actions. 

that reads, the other that doesn't- "Children must hear a message 

One that dreams, the other that of responsibility," B ush' said. "We 

doesn't." must pass laws that say We are going 

He said that local communities to hold you accountable if you break 

must take charge of their schools and laws . We will hold you accountable 

insist that the students in their if you illegally selJ a gun. That 

schools meet high standards. accountability is called jail." 

"I think that it is important to Bush also addressed the issue 

know whether students are meeting of school safety while in Omaha. 

standards and expectations," Bush "I think that most schools are 

said. ' safe in America," he said. 

As evidence of this. Bush said In Texas, Bush said that several 

that standardized test scores were up measures have been taken to help 

in his home state of Texas. prevent violence in schools. 

When schools meet the goals One such measure was the 

they set for their students, they need establishment of intermediate 

to be praised, Bush said. schools that are half-way between 

However, when schools do not school and jail, where students who 

meet the expectations that they have have committed crimes may attend, 

for themselves, the public must shine he said. 

the spotlight of shame on them, he Also, he said that simple things, 

said. such as placing drug and gun free 

As part of meeting these high zones around schools, are also 

standards, Bush said that people effective measures in the prevention 

of school violence. 

Bush said that another 

important step in the prevention of 

school violence is local 

involvement in the schools. 

"Communities must take 

charge of children who have turned 

school yards into battlefields," 

Bush sa'id. 

Bush also said that the best 

way to prevent violence and crime 

was to change the hearts of the 

people through involvement in 

church and charities. 

"When we change hearts, we 

change America for the better," he 
said. . 

He said that as America 

approaches the 21" century, 

everyone should have the · 

opportunity to become prosperous. 

"An educated child is one more 

likely to realize their dreams," he 

said. "There are no second rate 

children in America, and no second 

rate dreams." 

monitor it objective ly. " 

Saunders said. 

Central Senior Samira 

Nazem said that she believes ulat 

this program would be unfair to ( 

teachers who do not haw 

motivated students . 

"I think that it is unfail 

because teachers have differcnl 

levels of students," Nazem said 

"The students are the ones who 

should be rewarded." 

However, Wissink said Ulal 

the teachers would be able to sct' 

goals according to how they 

believe their students will be 

able to perform. 

"We all work with different 

children," she said. 

President of the Omaha 

Educators Association (OEAl 

Liz Rea said that she does not 

believe that such a program wi ll 

be implemented in OPS. 

"I can't see anything like 

this in the near future," she said. 

"Usually there is not e n o u g~ 

money to go around for teachers 

salaries anyway." 
While this program is sti ll 

a pilot program in Denver, the 

funding for the program ",Jil 

come from outside sources. 

said. 

no \\ 

,the I 

ThO! 

ever 

p'rac 

who 

wet 

base 

ever 

.Mee 

ODlaha Public School's teachers rally for better benefits 
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.RALLY, continued 
from page 1 
One speaker, King Science 

Center Teacher Jim Fisher, said that 

the teachers are not paid enough to 

support themselves and their families . 

"Things can't continue the way 

that they are until people are a higher 

priority," Fisher said. 

Another speaker, Central 

Spanish Teacher and Nebraska State 

Educators' Association (NS EA) Vice 

President Vicki Anderson, a lso said 

that teachers are often forced to seek 

employment outside of the classroom 

to sUPPOI'! themse lves. 

"Several of my colleagues said 

that they wanted to be here toni ght ," 

Anderson said. "But th ey are 

working." 

OPS School Board Presidem Dr. 

John Langan said that the school 

board could not do much to help 

increase teacher s~laries . 

"You are marching on the wrong 

building," Langan said. "Teachers are 
underpaid, but the root of that problem 

does not lie in this building. Our 

leg iSlatures own that problem." 

He said that caps on property lax 

increases imposed by the s tat e 

unicameral prevent the district f(om 

raising teachers' salaries. 

Mackiel also agreed that the 

problem did not lie in the district. 

Instead, it lies in the state legislatures. 

he said. 

" Th is raIl y needed to take 

place," Mackiel aid. "It needed to 

take place in Lincoln together." 

The district may vote to override 

the limitations on the increases, 

However, Langan said that the 

district does not plan to vote to 

override the state limitations bccau, 

of the recent bond issue. 

"We have already stretched tl 

voter in this di trict," Langan S.1 ~ 

Rea said that the NSEA plans 

present a bill to the state unicamCf : " , 

in January that would allow d : ~ 
school districts increase the fundi !.: 

~ .. 
for the teachers' salary oulSide l '" 

restrictions of the stale property t • 

levy. 
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tudents pray for 

chool, ad
l
l11inistration 

Sec Yuu At The Pole is a student 

lIil iil tcd , student lead prayer time 

nee a ye ar, around your school 

agpolc. Ke nt Julian , pa stor of 

s iu de nt mini s tr ies at Christ 

Comm unity Church said. 

"'There were a couple of students 

who asked me if they could do a See 

Yll U At The Pole at Central , and I said 

Ihat it would be fine," Principal Dr. 

Thompson said . 

Jul ian said that See You At The 

Ie hegJn about ten years ago when 

ents at a high school in Texas 

ided 10 stand around their flagpole 

pray for their school. 

He said that police came to the 

hool, and it was later discovered 

hat it was perfectl y legal to hold a 

You at the Pole. 

"When people found out that is 

legal, it spread to other states, and 

y across the nation," Julian 

" If the school is going to enforce 

laws again st cert ain freedoms on 

school grounds , like smoking, why 

no t aga ins t all of them including 

prayer." Hoggarth said. 

Dr. Gary Thompson, principal at 

Ce nt ra l Hi gh School , said that 

because of the open meeting laws, 

students are all owed to hold religious 

organi zed events as long as there is 

no direci teacher involvement. 

Julian said that having See You 

At The Pole led by students is very 

important. 

hI think its great for a student to 

be in a place to show courage and 

boldness by taki ng a stand among 

their peers," Julian said. 

" It 's a confidence builder, and we 

ma inl y want s tude nts to gain 

encouragement to get out there and 

participate in See You At The Pole," 

Julian said. 

He sa id that the pre-rally also 

se rved as a wa y to get students 

together to be ab le to see other people 

from their schools 'who Iwill also be 

participating. 

Julian said that See You At The 

Pole has two core aspects. 

One, he said, is that it is 

completely student lead. Second, he 

said, is that the entire event is prayer 

oriented . 

"Students are there to pray for 

their schools, their teachers, the 

administration , their peers, and 

themselves," he said. 

Central Junior Erica Kess , said 

that she thought this year's See You 

At The Pole was awesome and that 

everyone there was really focused on 

the prayer. . 

"God was really there with us 

that day, and I was touched by that 

amazing time that morning," Kess 

said. 

Kess said that prayer is really 

powerful when you do it with a bunch 

of your peers, and it was really neat. 

Julian said that prayer is so 

important to make See You At The 

Pole successful. 

"See You At the Pole is important 

for the school because students are 

being prayer ambassadors for the 

current condition of the school," 

Julian said. 

Thompson said that he thinks it 

is very nice that students take time to 

pray for the school and 

administration. 

Central Senior Jon Noland, said 

that he thinks having students around 

the fl agpole praying for the school is 

very important and encouraging. 

"It showed me that there are a lot 

of Christians here at Central and that's 

cool ," Noland said. 

Julian said that he has also seen 

the positive effects that See You At 

The Pole has on students and schools. 

He said that because of See You 

At The Pole many students have 

really been deepened in their faith and 

have gained boldness. 

"For a lot of students it was a 

serious step in their walk with Jesus 

Christ to attend, and they advanced 

from a private walk to a much more 

public one," Julian said. 

He said that in many c.ases, aftel 

See You.At 1ii e ' P0)e ~ many studen~ ' 

decide ~ stiic milii~ s.t.uiji ~ s . a;Q <t : §ib ~ 
Christian organizations. 

CLAtRE DEVNEYITHE REGtSTER 

CENTRRL STUDENTS stand around the flagpole 
to pray for their school and peer~. 

( 
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7Jay/n /he /3/ e ... 
. .. An in-depth look at an all-

boys and an all-girls school. 
By Meredith Kalina, 
Courtney O'Malley, and 

Ally Freeman 

"It's a great situation, a great 

atmosphere," Dan Kenney, Athletic 

Director and Theology teacher at 

Duschene Academy said . 

The atmosphere in which 

Kenney spoke of was very evident 

to us as we visited Dusehene that 

morning. 

Walking through the audito­

rium doors to Duschene, we no­

ticed that all 

of the 

Duschene stu­

dents were wearing red 

plaid skirts and either polo shirts, 

red sweaters,or Duschene 

sweatshirts. 

Many students saict they did not 

mind wearing uniforms because it 

takes off a lot of the pressure of 

~ool<il ~l g~ . a~ ~ , ~ ~ ~t e ~ s! n~ , pe~ ple 
Jll schQ.qt ' .. ;~,: ~-. ~_:. :* ~~ 

"Although uniforms eliminate 

somc of the distractions initially, 

pecple <lccept people for who they 

are," Dr. Gary Thompson, Central 

High School principal said. 

As we were walking, we no­

ticed that one of the girls took her 

backpack off and left it in the middle 

of the hall and continued walking. 

Shocked, the three of us asked 

what she was doing, and we then 

found out that thi s was a common 

happening, which showed us the 

trust and unity at Duschene. 

After that shock we were led to 

Spanish class. We were amazed to 

find out the students were not al­

lowed to speak any Engli sh. 

Every Monday, Tuesday, and 

Friday after second block, the stu­

dents get a 15 minute break in be-

tween classes, Sophomore ,' 

Kathleen Heck said. K. Heck said 

the students use the time to eat, talk, 

and catch up on homework. 

Thompson believes that breaks 

'such as these at Central would cre­

ate potential problems and mischief 

among students . 

The next class we visited was 

Theology taught by one of the few 

male teachers at Duschene. 

The first few minutes of class, 

students went around the room 

and said intentions. 

Duschene stu­

dents, along with 

other pri vatt 

Catholic 

schools are 

required to go 

to attend 

church once a 

week as part of 

h e i r 
schedule,Dean of stu­

dents, M. Heck said. ' 

When asked about his 

feelings regarding being one of the 

only male teachers in an all-female 

school Kenney replied that he had 

previous experience in public coed 

and in many ways prefers teaching 

at a private single sex schooL 

M,. Heck said that the average 

class size at Duschene is around 15, 
. iUld 2CJ is - ~ maximum. 

The smaller numbers in class 

sizes and total student population 

allow students to have more atten­

tion from the teachers and better op­

portunities to excel," M, Heck said . 

Thompson agrees that to a cer­

tain extent smaller working envi­

ronments do make a difference 

when class sizes are under 20. 

Along with having no male 

students, Duschene also has few 

minorities, but M. Heck said they 

are trying to increase the percent­

age of minorities at the school. 

Thompson said Central's di­

verse environment, as opposed to a 

single-sex environment, is benefi­

cial in the future for preparing stu­

dents for the real world . 

To get the full view of private 

'single sex schools, we thought we 

could also get the other side of the 

spectrum and visit Creighton 

Prep . .. 

We walked into Prep and were 

astonished to see approximately 

300 boys sitting in a cafeteria, well 

behaved, studying and eating their 

catered lunches. 

As the guys finished eating, 

everyone dispersed into different 

"recess" activities. 

While some studied in an area 

specifically designed for doing 

homework, others headed to the 

gym for games of basketball. 

Prep merely requires a dress 

code of a collared shirt, no jeans or 

sweatpan ts. 

As the bel l rang , for lunch and 

basketball to cnd. the st uct enb 

qu ickly hurried to their classroolJl~. 

They knew better thnn ((1 loiter in 

the hal ls for rear orthe stri ct demerit 

sys tem. 

In Ecology, the teacher took thc 

class outside to learn ahollt trce.". 

"Pri vate schools allow smallcr 

workin g environments and belter 

student teacher rat ios than puhlic 

schools," Baines said. 

Our final observation of thl' day 

occurred when we went to rdi l'vc 

ourselves ; we wel'c astoni~hcd th <Jt 

Prep, an all boys ,ellOOI. lta .~ Iur~ ~l'l 

women 's bathrooms thao Ccntnd' 

MEREDITH KALI NAfTHE REGISTER 

DR N [E WITH MEl . Duschene s tudents spice up 
Spanish class with a dance to help memorize 
spanish conjegations for verbs. Above right: Prep 
students listen to Architecture teacher. 

Central as compared to Prep and Duschene 
Central Prep Dusc hene 

'Ibtal # of 
2325 960 239 

Students 

Percent who 

go onto 70% 98% 100% 
mll€g2 

Cost Free $S06Sper year $4900 per year 

Percent of 

minority 40% 10% 6% 

students . 

Alpine Valley offers unconventional educational experience 
• ALPINE, continued from 

page r 
teaches' at pan-time. 

meeting makes the budgeting decisions at the 

school and has the power to hire and fire staff 

members, he said, 

as late as I can," Randles said. 

As a result of the freedom students have 

at Alpine Valley, there is no such thing as a 

typical day at school, she said. 

part of learning at Alpine Valley is learning 

from other students. 

"I have learned things from 5-year-olds, 

and they have learned things from me," she 

said. 

educational organizti on. 

" It' s a game, " We ls hon sa id. 

"Accreditation is a game." 

"The kids at my other job are dead," he 

said. "They are the walking dead. They have 

no will and no desires. I hate it [teaching in 

the public schools). it's a·drag." 

However, Ce ntral Principal Dr. Gary 

Thompson said that he does not believe that 

the learning style at Alpine Valley is practical 

everywhere and for every student. 

"Things that are practical there, are not 

practical here," Tb ompson said. "Everybody 

who wants to walk in the doors here can, and 

we have to educate them." 

Welshon said that life at Alpine Valley is 

b~e d upon one fundamental rule: "Do what 

ever you want to do, but don't hurt anyone." 

Alpine Va lley is governed by the School 

Mceting. 

The School Meeting is composed of all 

18 students and se ven staff members and 

makcs all the day to day decisions ' of the 

school, Welshon said. In addition, the school 

Randles, who is the Chairperson of the 

School Meeting, said that each member of the 

School Meeting is given one vote, even the 

5-year-olds if they choose to vote. 

In addition 10 the School Meeting, the 

Judicial Committee helps govern the schooL 

It is composed of three students and one staff 

member, and its purpose is 10 hear cases of 

those who violate school rules and sentence 

the offenders. 

The sentences issued by the Judicial 

Committee are often tailored to fir the crime, 

Welshon said. 

For example, a student caught running 

in the school was sentenced to walk 

backwards in the school for a week. 

The school is open from 8 a.m. until 5 

p.m., and students are required to stay at 

school for at least five hours every day but 

are free to leave the campus at any time. 

"I usually come as early as I can and stay 

"I really don't. know what to expect when 

I come to school," Randles said. 

Students learn through game playing and 

social activities, have written and performed 

plays and also enjoy activities such as writing, 

Welshon said. 

Although there is no curriculum, if 

students wish to be taught in a particular 

subject, they can ask a staff member to teach 

them in that subject, Welshon said . 

He said tJlat in the school's frrst two years, 

staff members have only taught 'three classes: 

math, science, and Spanish. 

Randles said that if the staff members 

could not teach the student in a certain area, 

such as music or dance , that a teacher from 

outside might be brought in to teach the 

student, or they might take lessons outside the 

school. 

Randles al so said that another important 

The school building consists of two 

"quiet" rooms, one large room, and a small 

kitchen. 

Students use the "quiet" rooms for 

activities such as reading or playing music . 

The large room provides an area for students 

to interact with each other, Randles said. 

In addition to activities inside the 

building, students often play outside the 

school or go to a nearby park during the school 

day. 

Because Alpine Valley is only in its third 

year of existence , the school has had no 

graduates. 

However, Welshon said that at Sudbury 

Valley, the school upon which Alpine Valley 

is based, 80 percent of the graduates go on to 

college. 

Alpine Valley is not accredited by any 

CenlIa l J unim Clint Lloyd saicl tJlat he 

does not believe that studellts can I)\; clluustt:d 

with the respollsihili ty to prepare thcmselves 

for college. 

"You go from jacki ng off all clay, to going 

to college," Lloyd said. "I don't think so." 

Also, because there is no t:urricu lum or 

traditional graduation rC4uin:mt:nts, students 

can grad uate from Alpinc Valley whenever 

they feel ready to leave, Wclson said. 

In order to graduate, howcver, students 

must write a tJlesis defending U1C iuea tJlar thcy 

have taken thc respon sihility tll prepare 

themselves for the world outsidc of Alpine 

Valley. 

Several panels willthcn review the thes is 

and then gran t or deny the student a di ploma 

based upon tllC panels' dt:cisiom •. 

Thompson said that he dot:s IIOt believc 

that most students can bc elllfllstcd with Illt: 

rcsponsibility of teaching tht:msclVl's. 

eBREAKFAST 
eLUNCH 
eDINNER 

~f~'~'~ f~ 

7~ :i 
CATERING AND 
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CHS A Cappella chosen to 

sing at r~gional convention 
By Courtney O'Malley 

Central High A Cappella will be . 

the only Nebraska school to join a 

Regional Convention in Wisconsin in 

early March, the Central Vocal Music 

teacher said. 

the University of Wisconsin at La 

Sal and Madi son Youth Choir, 

Bouma optimisiically said. 

They will be singing a session 

on African Music. 

"The music we'll be singing is 

a big c hange from the usua l 

repertoire selection that we're used 

to," Smith said. "It wi ll be a great 

opportunity to expand ." 

Central had to audition to even 

get into the convention, Bouma said. 

Get out of my way! 
Students gain 

. 
eXperIenCe 

in law field 

By Andrew Danford 

Hear ye! Hear ye! Court is now 

in sess ion. 
, Well , almost. 

Later this fall, the Central High 

Sc hool Mock Trial teams wi ll 

compete agai nst other area hi gh 

schools for the third year in a row, 

Mock Triill Sponsor Carol Hipp said. 

Lyn Bouma said that she was 

exc ited that A Cappella will be 

performing at the American Choral 

Direc tors Association Regional 

Competition. The Competition will 

be held in Madison, Wisconsin, the 

first week of March of 2000. 

"I thought it was a long shot, 

that maybe we'd have a chance, and 

obviously we did!" Bouma said. 

As part of Mock Trial, students 

spend hours preparing to be either the ~ 
plaintiff or the defense in a courtroom ' 

-"iii-­

Ccntral High's A Cappella was 

chosen out o f six other Nebraska 

schools competing to be accepted 

into the one available spot open in 

the convention, Bouma said. 

Centra l is the 

. Central sent in a tape of musical 

pieces that we had performed within 

the last three years, she said. 

"Ms. Bouma picked one song 

from each of the past 

on ly Omaha Public 

School to ever be , 
accepted in to this 

convention, Bouma 

said . 

'Central is by 

far superior in 

the metro area.' 

three years tha t we 

compl ete ly tore up', 

mastered a nd did 

exceptionally well on," 

Smith said. 

Senior Matt 

S mith , one of the 

Central students to 

a tte nd the 

--Lyn Bouma, Central's 

vocal teacher 

Central was 

chosen and notified in 

the spring, although the 

students were not told 

convention, said that it is one of the 

greatest honors to be accepted. 

We 'l l be singi ng with many 

othe r sc hoo ls s uch as SI. Olaf 

Co ll cgc, he sa id . 

Ce ntral along with five other 

states: North Dakota, South Dakota, 

Iowa, Minnesota ·and Wisconsin will 

be performing. 

There are a total of 20 

perform ing gro up s, · including 

chi Idren's choirs, high school choirs, 

co ll ege choirs and adult choirs, 

Bouma said. 

T he Bi a nnual Regional 

Compe tit io n, a lthough called a 

competition, will be organized more 

like a convention. 

The co nvention will last 

approximate ly fo ur to five days, 

Bouma said. 

Ce ntra1 A Cappella will be 

performing wi th 2 other choirs from 

until the first week of school , Bouma 

said. 

"I am very excited and looking 

forward t'o it ," Junior Melissa 

Mancuso said. 

Central will have to do a lot of 

fundrai sing to make it, Bouma said. 

The cos t per perso n is 

approximately $300, and we have to 

take 60 students, Smith said. 

"It 'will take a lot of fUndraising 

to get there," Smith said. 

As compared to previous years, 

A Cappella is very different. 

There is much more ethnicity 

and cultures combi ned in o ne, 

Bouma said. 

:' Central is by far superior in 

the Metro area," Bouma said. 

"I am very excited to be going 

and represent all of the graduated 

studenis that did so wel l in past 

years,"Mancuso replied. 

CLAIRE DEVNEYfTHE REGISTER 

"I HRTE MONDRYS," Garfield rolled out of bed Monday, Sept. 6 to participate In 
this year's annual Labor Day Parade, Garfield and three other balloons, each fllled 
with 6,000 cubic feet of hellum, floated through the streets of Downtown Omaha. 

setting, Hipp said. 

Th e s tudents must learn the, ~"cted 

co urtroom procedures and al so ., .. hllII;t'1m 

terminology to be very familiar with : cdlnliUi 
the case, she said. 

" It is a n exce llent way to 

experience the law profession, Hipp , 

said. 

" If you are thinking about law," 

she said , "there is no better way to 

experience it. " 

Central Junior Shayna Denny, 

who was part of Central's Mock Trial 

team last year, said that they spend 

hours learning the case and practicing 

courtroom situations. 

Denny said the case this year 

involves a daycare. 

She said a ch ild was diagnosed 

with a disease that does not permit 

him to be in the presence of smokers, 

she said. 

The parent of the child informs 

the daycare management that the 

child is not to be around people while 

they smoke, she said. 

However, a daycare sta ff ~ 

member smokes while near to the 

chi ld , and the child has an asthma 

attack. The child suffers permanent 

damage, the parents are bringing 

charges against the daycare, Denny 

said. 

We have an interesting case thi s 

year," Hipp said. "It is kind of drawn 

out of today's news ." 

..... ~vuv' 

Ne 
Deve 

Increased enrollment causes chal1ges in suspension system 

Central Sophomore Joseph 

Meyer, who joined Central's Mock 

Trial team this year, said that his case 

is so realistic makes it interesting and 

enjoyable. 

"It makes you more interested in 

the case instead of something that 

would never happen," Meyer said. By Ally Freeman Paul Semrad said. "Being in [the room] for two 

Semrad said that now the stu- hours is more lenient than being in 
If you've been in trouble and dents are given a warning prior. to there for a whole day," Graham said. 

you're thinking of going home this their suspension, so they have time Semrad said that other schools 
afternoon--think again, a new in- to arrange transportation home af- around the area have tried it and that 
school suspension program (ISS) ter school. Central has previously held a Satur-
will be held after school hours in- I would like to believe the pro- day school ISS as well. 
stead of during classes. gram will be more successful and Semrad said he hopes students 

Principal Dr. Gary Thompson, help teachers by not taking the kids will understand it is in their best in-
said that the main driving force be- from classes and homework, terests. 
hind Central's 'change was the need Semrad said . "Some kids could have missed 
for additional classroom space due Junior ~hane Graham said he up to five days for being in ISS and 
to increased enrollment. has been in ISS before. Graham be- there is no substitute for being in 

The old sys tem was al so Iieves the new concept is better if class," Semrad said. 
changed so students would not have you are being suspended, but a Semrad also said there were too 
to miss classes, Assistant Principal worse punishment. many repeat offenders missing class 

and parents complained about their 

children being absent for class. 

Central English Teacher, Jodie · 

Martinez is in charge of watching the 

kids assigned to ISS. 

If the kids work constantly they 

are permitted to leave at 4:30, but if 

they do not, they -say until 5 :00, 

Martinez said. 

Junior Laura Hendee said she 

believes many students will be upset 

about the change in the system. 

"It will be more threatening to 

some students because now they have 

to spend a significant amount of their 

free time after school in ISS," Hendee 

said. 

Elkhorn High School changed its 

in school suspension sys~em last year, 

and created a new program, After 

Hours. 

Elkhorn 's After Hours program 

was created because they were not 

seeing a difference in behavior, Roger 

Breed, Superintendent of Elkhorn 

Public .Schools said. 

Central is the only school in the 

district that I know has adapted this 

new program , Thompson said . 

"Now, the students will be going 

during their time, not the teachers," 

Thompson said. 

In the past, Central has had only 

one Mock Trial team. 

However, Hipp said that she 

hopes that Central will be able to have 

two teams' this year. 

Also, instead of practicing with 

trial lawyers as they have done in the 

past, stude nts will work with third 

year law students from Creighton 

University, Hipp said. 

Teams consist of three lawyers, 

three witnesses and one alternate, she 

,said. 

Ice Skating proves more than hobby for Central teacher 

The witnesses are gi ven 

affidavits. They mus t know their 

affidavits and testify only to what they 

are given on the affidavit, Hipp said. 

Th e witnesses dress as their 

character, act and add drama to the 

cases, Hipp said. 

By Courtney O'Malley 

The flit of the skates, the brush 

as the blades hit the ice, a swoosh 

as a figure flies by, snow sprays as 

the skater comes to a stop ... 

One central teacher is otie of 

those people who has taken an 

ordinary activity and turned it into 

" something ex traordinary. 

Art Department Chair Larry 

Andrew s had a most unu sualy 

hobby--ice-skating. 

Andrews explains that after 

teaching for 18 years, he found ice­

skating to be very relaxing and 

enjoyable, as well as an effective 

stress reli ever. 

Although Andrews no longer 

enjoys ice-skatiQg, he sti ll considers 

it to be his favorite pastime. 

When asked why he started to 

ice-skate, .Andrews immediately 

went into a daze as he reminisced 

of his days growing up in Blair, 

Neb. on the nearest frozen pond. 

In 1963 at the age of 12, 

Andrews was involved in a serious 

sledding accident, almost resu lting ' 

in the amputation of hi s right leg,he 

said. 

"When the iron steering handle 

of the s led went through my leg, it 

mfssed my main artery by 

a quarter of an inch," 

Andrews said . "If it would 

have hit it I would have 

bled to death." 

A fter spending nearly 

six weeks recuperating in 

the hospital Andrews 

decided to make the best 

use of his leg, Andrews 

said. 

"I figured it was a miracle that I 

still had my leg, so I might as well make 

the best use of i t," Andrews said 

jokingly. 

Andrews spent most of his time 

ice- ska ting a nd playing 

hockey. 

After a while he found 

that skating around and 

around on the ice rink was 

very monotonous and boring. 

He combined his love of 

skati ng, music , fi nd winter 

sports and started to ice dance. 

"Ice dancing was a -great 

. exercise and a stress reliever after a 

hard day of te{lching," Andrews_said.' 

" It just made me feel better." 

Andn;ws spent approximately 

six years as an ice-dancing instructor. 
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"I taught 0 many dances like the 

fox-trot , waltz, and what was back 

then, swing dances," Andrews said. 

In 1983 Andrews stopped skating 

all together, Andrews said. 

Andrews said that he stopped for 

the fear of ruining his knees any 

further and not being able to play 

tennis any more, Andrews said. 

"If I could go back and do 

everything allover again , I would 

definitely choose to skate again," 

Andrews said. "It was a wonderful 

learning experience, and fun too. I 

think it made me a more interesting 

as a person." 

The competition will take place 

in late October or November, Hipp 

said. . :..; 
The trails are held at the County I 

Courthouse. • ~ 

The jury judges the teams On how ~ 

they obeyed the courtroom procedure ~ , 
and how well they knew the case. : 

Hipp aid. ~ 

Last year, Central made it to the ~ 

third round. The year before, they ~ 

made it to the local semifinals. Hipp ~ 

said that she hopes as the team grows ~ 
older, they become more competitive. ~ 

" It takes years to build thi s ~ 

~ 

anno's 
studio 

. ome to b~unos 
for your ' 

1999 Homecoming Style 

and receive a free 
make-up application 

with mention of this ad. 
• 
• 
• 
• Call today for an appointment 

496-4588 • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• • 

... 
C 

I 
; 
Th 
Ju, 

yo 
yo 
QI 

"" yo 
fe, 
pn 
~ 
Q , 

So 

sa, 
yo 



,. 
, ........ 

, ~ .. ... .,.. ~~ ~ 

I ., .: 

.. 

~ V$' • \ ", 

Fifte~ reN {i" . J .. 

Sarah Peterson 

c.... 
» 
Jl _ , ___ m 

,. '\ " It .... " ". ::"" ......... _.... 0 
... --;:- -......... ::I: .... 

Jl 

\ l ' :T n' ~ ; 
t 1 l '1 n' ~ 

....:-"'-t --t~ :' into Iial~ l . f i ,ame 
F~om : w on, teI ~ iSting ed pr ~v~ of 'PP~ onstba ~ the volumeer as a Learn physician, a~ 

ates and teache ~ induc . " ,*a t~ f an attend the he has for the past thirty-five 

Fifteen distinguished graduates . _ ~ enty ; seven yel!fS, :ot;.1(he sc ~C e . t inducLed IOto the Hall of ~ ery banq u e t wi t'f\ o.~P " P I ac~ 0 f an years. 

t eac~ers will be, the flfst to be t¥.~ , · and ilS r*;~ " ~eR n . >.~ : . ' / ~at ..;fyear, Kennedy s!i~ . id(J1jt t~e! ' '''' ' 1 /" "Central gave me a good 
1010 Central sHal l of Farne, ~d ; , 'H ~ ', ~'1.6 1 • ,, \(' .. c\ c.' h~s, ' Also , pl aq ue~ , onortng tlf.e ~, Dr. J..ac.lii. C ~ Lewis, a Central start," Lewis said. 

rman of the Hall of ~~ me .r 'r. ~ . ,~~ . . ili.g , ~e tanquel, ,it: • " ) ven the fifteen people . ' '. n displaY4u?te of 1952 ~ r: . of the ~ft:een . Lewis said he later attended ,,,d. , , ~'t .... Ih O:~'5? d wdl " . !~ h C" n"," e,.,., . '" /, Book. "' C',qJrn), K , ' .. w&ilI be hon J> . < lan,,,,., ,<ad ""tin, wilh , pre· 
Max Kennedy, Central graa~ ~ ~ t . eut grou~s ~ith;,l!imilar f ~ Fifty- I v e- ' n ~ , min tion s w e re ~ . ~f Iile fifteen ,ve@le inducted. '1ts a greJt · nor," Lewis said. medical degree, He went to 

1953, saId that the mdtfctees Will Interests careercli ~"l{ ennetly ' receiv ' &rrth l:tl!I'fMl ~ fFamein 19987"" 'Seve n ~~ sll,id. Of "I' m proud to be part orAhi, fi~t, medical school at the Nebraska 

honored at a banquet in Central 's said. He said thai the group will also Kennedy said. In Ian. 1999, an initial the eigh 111at ~~ stU . · ~ : 9 ., . M«,!lt group," ~ .. ~ " " College of Medicine. He has 

on Sept. 30. be hqpo ~ at th e Homecoming fifteen were selected for induction this he expects ail to be at the banquet. t'#f;¢t Lewis said he continues to go to' maintained a private practice in 

"The Hall of Farne was created footbalig ame. year. Famil y members Hnd all Central football games and Omaha since 1969 . 

Robert M. Spire 

Class of 1943 

Nebraska Attorney General; 

OeieiC)DE!a Nebraska Bar's pro 

bono legal sennces 

Sara Yore Taylor 

Gale Sayers 

Class of 1961 

Star running back 

for the Chicago Bears; 

Named to National 

Football Hall of Fame 

Jack K. Lewis 

Joseph G. Masters 

Teacher 

CHS principal from 1910 to 1939; 

Instrumentral in creation of 

National Honor Society 

Brenda J. Council 
.011 ~ ,.,... ~ ......... "'" ." ~ . '. t·.,.~. 

Teacher 

Wrote the Style Book. 

introduced at Central 

in 1921 and used na-

tionally 

Cariton B. Goodlett 

Class of 1931 

Civil rights leader; 

community activist; 

publisher 

Class of 1952 

Volunteer physician for 

Centrars sports program for over 

35 years 

Susan Thompson Buffett 

Class of 1950 

Lobbied and organized 

school board and community 

to support Central High in 

1960's and 1970's 
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Oass of 1971 

President of 

Omaha School Board and 

member of Omaha City 

Council; attorney 

Lawrence R. Klein 

Class of 1938 

Winner of Nobel Prize in 

Economics in 1980; 

Served as President Jimmy 

Carter's economic adviser 

emergency contraception , condoms. information about 

abstinence and STD/HIV testing. Four health centers 

in Omaha 'one in Council Bluffs. We're in the White & 

Yell/ow p~ges Or call 1-800-230-PLAN. Lunch Specials $4. 15 to $5.55 

Jessie M. Towne 

Oass of 1892 and Teacher 

First Dean of Girls and 

first female vice principal; 

taught at Central for 

more than 40 years 

Peter Kiewit 

Class of 1918 

Built family business 

into one of world's 

Henry J. Fonda 

Class of 1912 

Renowned stage and 

screen director; 

Recipient of Academy 

Award 

Class of 1953 

National leader in aiding 

organizations to outreach 

to minorities in areas of largest construction 

companies deielopment and self help 

J. Arthur Nelson Saul A. Kripke 

Teacher 

CHS principal from 

1944 to 1968; Central 

recognized as one of 

top ten schools in the 

Class of 1958 

Considered to be one of pre­

mier philosophers of Western 

world based on his many bookS 

nation 

on subjects from mathematical 

logic to metaphysics 
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Road rage, a harrowing experience 

It's 
All 
'Good 

The air was thick with expletives. 

I couldn't even hear the other car's horn over the 

string of four letter, monosyllabic vulgarity. 

So what just happened? 

I was turning left on 72nd Street on a Saturday 

morning. 

There was no light at the intersection, so I was 

on my own trying to get across the street. 

About 150 feet to the right of me, there was a red 

light that had stopped traffic on 720d Street. 

Someone had left me a space to cut 

through traffic that had backed up at the light. 

However, I could not see around the 

traffic backed up at the light to see whether 

or not there was traffic in the right lane. The 
f 

light was red anyway. 

Just to be safe, I decided to turn into the 

turning lane in the middle of the road to avoid 

, anything that I could not see that was 

traveling in the other direction. 

As luck would have it, not only was there 

someone in the right lane, but he also wanted 

to be in the turning lane. 

He did not seem to have the 

time to slow down to let 

me into traffic. 

However, he did 

seem to make time 

to stop next to me 

and inform me that 

Road Rage: 
The Warnings' 

1. The car has .a gun rack 
painted like the confederate flag. 

2. The windshield is obscurt:d 
by the antlers on the front of the 
car. 

3. The guy screaming at you 
has arms bigger than your waist. 

4. Spikes on the bumper. 
S. The person has more than 

three baseball bats in the car. 

my driving had something to be desired. 

He hung out the window of hie rusted old, 

red mini-van and yelled a strihg of obscenities 

at me. 

I did not know what to do. 

I was scared. 

So I turned the wheel back to the left. 

I was too shaken up by the man in the 

wife-beater (lriving the soccer-mom-mobile to 

realize that there was also traffic in the left lane 

going the opposite direction. 

A couple of drivers in the left lane did take 

notice and leaned on their horns. . 

I slammed on the brakes and stopped just 

a few inches from hitting a car in the other 
lane. . 

My friend in the wife-beater was still 

carrying on about my driving. But now he 

was not just yelling, he was reaching for 

something. 

But what? A gun? A knife? Was 

he going to kill me? 

I floored the gas and pulled ahead of the 

man in the wife-beater. I was not going to frnd 

out what he was reacliing for. 

I never saw him again. 

I had just become a victim of road rage. 

I had heard the stories about people being 

shot over parking spaces, and read about the 

rise in highway fatalities as a result of road 

rage, but the existence of road rage was never 

real to me until that day. 

But why are people victims of road rage? 

Maybe it's society'S fault. 

The rush of deadlines and need to be in 

several places at the same tiine has placed a 

great stress on members of society today. In 

their haste, people just do not have the time to 

be nice to each other. 

Maybe if we all just took it easy for a 

while, the world would be a better, not to 

mention safer, place. 

6. You can 1 hear the cars 
around you because of the 
string of obscenities. 
7. You learn entirely new 

things about your mother from 
the guy In the other car. 

B. The guy has beer stains 
on his shirt from 15 different 
countries. 

9. His dog rides In the front 
seat and his kids ride In the 
back. 

10. He openly shakes while 
driving. 

Stupidity abounds for teenagers 
I'm a 
Jerk, 
You're 
a Jerk 

Ok, so, I'll be blunt. There are a lot of 

really stupid people out there. 

Seriously, like, really, really stupid people. 

For instance, has anyone met those ~eople 

who drink a whole lot at parties and then have 

sex with people they've never met? Those 

people are stupid. 

It always end up that one person runs 

around bragging about it and the other runs 

around denying it. If they weren't such an idiot 

and didn't drink , they wouldn't have to do 

that. 

Has anyone met those people who come 

to school completely plastered: and think they 

can cover it up by chewing gum? They're really 

stupid. If you do that, let me inform you, it 

doesn't work. It's obvious you're hammered 

out of your skull. The fact is, your eyes are 

barely open and your breath still smells like it, 

no matter what gum you chew. Don't waste 

your time because it's obvious no matter what. 

Another thing, I don't particularly care 

how many cigarettes you've just smoked. I 

don't care. 
Also, I don't smoke, I don't have any 

cigarettes, and I don't have a lighter. Don't ask. 

Complaining 'about the stairs isn't a good 

thing to do either. Hey, there's' lots of stairs , 

hey, we know. Great. When you complain 

about them, it helps out everybody. I'll agree, 

they get irritating, trudging up them everyday. 

So what. Shut up and deal with it. . 

0.1'. S. foolproof pion +0 keep wiApo-ns 
011. t of 6d.ool. 

I 1 
O.~ 

We all know that the passing periods aren't 

very long. Maybe if you di<!n't stop and 

complain to your friends about me stairs and 

how long the pas ~ ing periods were, you'd get 

to class on time. I've gone from the locker 

room to the third floor in four minutes, you 

can get from your second floor class to your 

ftrst floor class in that much time too. 

Also, don't try to cover it up when you 

trip on the doorstops because it just makes you 

look like a fool . 

Don't try to look cool when you fall on 

the stairs either. It's not feasibly possible. Just 

look like and idiot and smile . . 

It really gets to me when people beat­

around-the-bush or what ever phrase you want 

to use, and don't just say what they mean. 

Don't try to sugar coat things, if you have · 

something to say and somebody asks you about 

it, then say it. Don't worry, they asked what 

you think, if they want to know, tell them. If 
someone says, "Do you like this?" don't say 

I'm Better 
Than You 

'It's ok, I don't mind it," when you know you 

don't like it. Say "No. It's terrible." People may 

be offended, but hey, they asked. You told them 

what they wanted to know. They shouldn't gel 

mad. 

I've found that in life, being blunt works 

a lot easier than anything else. If people get 

offended, then that's what happens. Not too 

many people get that upset when I'm blunt. A 

lot of people are actually entertained by it. So. 

that's my goal, to tell it as I see it, with no 

filling. 

It's kind of funny when people take things 

so seriously, when it's very clear that I'm not I 

being serious. I have a feeling that Jared Hart 

did the same thing last year, and boy, gee golly, 

did I ever get mad, but I was too stupid to 

realize what he was doing. 

If you really feel the need to complain, 

write a letter or e-mail me atrel:ister@o.ps or ~ . 

If you feel the need to complain to a person, 

complain to me,to my face. 

to cut myself off from every female at th i ~ 

school. 

Don't believe me? Think back to jun· 

ior high. Did you think that popularity wal 

'important? Truthfully. Reflecting, does any· 

one care who was who injr. high? No. High 

school is the exact same way. On the col· 

lege scene, no one cares if you did anything 

important in this juvenile abyss . 

Any connections with friends in high 

school waste away. You should feel lucky 

It begins. if you take a friend away from high school. 

As quick as you can say go, themes are I'm not talking in the next year, I mean in 

in your face, homecoming is right around the . the long haul. But you won't. The only thing 

comer and high school is getting in gear. you have in common with any of these 

Do you know what? people is that you go to the same school. 

It's all for not. If you ever find you have anything else 

Not to rain on anyone's parade, but high in common, props to you. I was wrong. BUI 

school is nothing. It means nothing now,'nor . do you know what the chances are? Slim to 

will ,it ever mean anything. none. 

High school means nothing because stu- Even if you have found your life-long 

dents are here for a measly four years. No friend at Central , how long is that, four 

matter who you meet, who you date, in ten years? This is Four years of your measly 76 

years no one will be concerned with your on this planet. One nineteenth of your life is 

wasted life. spent here. Central is not that big of a deal. 

I don't care if you are president of stu- So what does this all mean? If popular· 

dent council, or All-State quanerback, what ity doesn ' t matter, then what does? Noth· 

we all do now is pointless. ing. Everyone will find out, in the real world. 

Even if people seem to care now, in ten that in college people are no longer in schOOl 

. years they won't. , Heck in one year you're ~o be popular. They are there to learn . 

lucky if anyone remembers your name. Un- Now, if you are in high school and more 

less you are me. worried about what ' those snobby' girls art 

People act as if popularity matters. It going to say about what you are wearing. 

doesn't. Popularity only matters when you you're really out of touch. 

open the yearbook. If this is the case, it is my prediction thai 

The minute you leave the stage with you will officially be stuck in high schOO 

your diploma all of the people you pretend to forever. You will never join the uni versity 

like fade away ~ scene. You will always wonder, 'what's hap 
Suddenly you don' t have to act like you pening at Central ?, And you have my pity 

are their friend. So why do you have to pre- Sorry to everyone who cares whal 

tend now? I don't, which is probably the rea- . people think:. It's all over in six months. Live 

son I can' t find a date to homeCOming. That, it up now. 

Jonl 
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Merit Pay. Letters to the Editor. Security Cameras 

Merit pay, not the answer 
Recently, the Denver Colorado Teachers 

Association implemented C! pilot for the 1999/ 

2000 and 2000/2001 school year that would 

base teacher raises on the academic perfor­

mance of their stu-
dents. Editorial 

While teachers 

should be re­

warded for their 

achievements and 

• • • • • • • • • 
The opinion 

of 

The Register 

skills at teaching, ======= 
merit-pay is simply not the answer. 

The raises would be based on scores on 

the standardized Iowa Test of Basic Skills, 

scores on skills tests created by teachers or 

other specially designed measures of higher 

achievement resulting from additional train­

ing that teachers have undergone. 

In the first year of the plan, the staff of 12 
elementary and three middle schools will be 

given one month to vote whether to partici­

pate in this plan. An 85 percent majority is 

needed to participate. If achieved, the teacher . 

would receive a $500 stipend and a possible 

$1000 bonus if their students meet achieve­

ment goals. In the second year, two high 

schools are allowed to join in on the pilot and 

the teachers could be given as much as a $1500 

bonus for the students meeting their goals. 

Teachers who teach new or learning dis­

abled students are at a definite disadvantage 

to those who teach more advanced classes. In 

a question-and-answer forum held by the Den­

. ver Board of Education, Laura Lefkowits, 

board of education member, said that the ques­

tion of performance objectives for learning dis­

abled students would be addressed over the 

next 24 months. 
Over the next 24 months, many teachers 

could lose money simply because they deal 

with mentally handicapped students. Many 

teachers are intimidated or uneducated about 

working with the mentally handicapped. This 

lack of teachers for this field will be perpetu­

ated by the lack of incenti ves for this area. Two 

years is not soon enough. 

The limited involvement of high schools 

is a great omission in this plan. Lefkowits said 

that this was because of the budget of the year, 

and that it would be more feasible to try for 

the first year on the elementary schools. 

Twelve elementary schools compared 

with two high schools is too uneven. The un­

equal amount of middle schools also questions 

the intelligence of this plan. Implementing high 

schools in the second year of the plan makes 

no sense. Teachers in high school would be 

bitter because they don't have the chance to 

receive the additional payments that teachers 

in the elementary schools and some middle 

schools receive. 

This limited involvement of high schools 

does not begin for another year. For one half 

of this pilot; High Schools are completely 

uninvolved. This pilot cannot be proven to 

work well if one of the main components of 

education is missing. No one plan can be 

proven if the whole of it is not tested . 

Register Your 

Opinions 
"Register Your 

Opinion" is a sampling of 

school opinion. It is not 

meant to represent the view 

of the entire student body or 

the staff of the Register. 

Do you think 

security cameras would 

do anything to stop the 

violence or vandalism at 

Central? 

Yes. Kids would 

know not to do anything 

stupid, but it wouldn't 

stop the whole problem. 
-Joseph Jingly, 10 

Brother provides long lasting friendship 

Y'All 
Ready for 
This 

My brother. My Hero. 

Dave. 

Known to many as "Superdave." 

He wears a superman shirt, an Indiana 

Jones hat and a green cape. 

He likes LO call himself the "Green 

Lantern ," although I'm not quile slIre why. 

Once we went to see a movie, him dressed 

as the Green Lantern and me as his sidekick, 

the Silver Tiara. Everyone gave us funny looks. 

Everyone looks at Dave differently. 

Most are in awe. In awe of his intelligence. 

In awe of his enthusiastic lifestyle. 

Many look at him, but don't really know. 

They see his yo-yo and his harmonica. 

They see his talents. They see his wild hair and 

friendly smile. They see his confidence. 

"" i.Tbe,y .-se.e,.h.imas, a .lilIaight ' f1;.., ban.d­
tlite-cting, ,soccer-coaching, Boys Nation 

representative with the lead in the musical and 

his own math theorem. 

Those things are not so important. They 

are as superficial as beauty. 

To me he is more. 

He is my big brother. He is my big hero. 

When I was two, he finally learned to talk. 

When I was four, he peed on me. 

When I was eight, he beat me up. 

When I was ten, he teased me. 

When I was 12, he ignored me. 

When I was 14, he became one of my best 

friends. 

Now, he tries to teach me to play chess. 

We talk for. hours on. end about life, about 

philosophy, about truth, about. fear- everything 

and nothing. We watch "Friends" together-he 

secretly wants to be Chandler. He tells me 

about how he picks wild daisies for his 

girlfriend. 

We bicker, but we are unconditionally best 

friends . 

Once I came home crying. 

-He came up to my room, sat beside me 

on my bed and put his arm around me- not 

caring, not asking why I cried, only knowing 

that I should stop. 

No words could have been as powerful. 

1 have always known that if the world were 

in danger he would save it. But that day I knew 

that if I was ever in danger he would save ~ ~ . 

too. 
No one could ask for a better brother. A 

bigger hero. 

No. Kids don't care. 

If they want to do some­

thing or break something 

they'll do it anyway. 

They might get caught, 

but they '11 just keep 

doing it. 
-Brooke Szeliga, 12 

Juviniles need tougher punishments, earlier 
In recent years, younger and younger Eighteen-year-old Kirkland L. Wise was where near as likely to commit later crimes. A system like this would show them that 

people have committed more and more convicted for the rape of two women, as as Recently, four Westside High School no one is kidding around. 

atrocious crimes. Ed itorial well as one count of using a deadly students were arrested for an alleged attempted In this "strike" system, children found 

From murder to larceny to weapon to commit a felony. arson of their administrator's house . guilty for the first time would be would receive 

rape, horrible crimes are being ••••••••• Wise's criminal record started at It is not being implied that we should lock- a semi-harsh punishment, such as a fine or 

committed by children as young The opinion age 10, with shop lifting, and at 14, up our children or crush them with an iron fist. public service. 
No. However big it 

is, they'll always find 

ways to get around the 

cameras. 

as II. The rna j ori t y of those of had gone to armed robbery. They should simply be shown that no one will The second, third and later offenses would 
The Register 

children and teenagers who go Society needs to make it clear to accept their actions. 

onto commit such horrible crimes its children that there is no . tolerance We need a system which punishes second 

be treated more harshly, and continue to grow 

more severe, relative to the number of offenses 

and type of offense. commit lesser crimes before. for crimes committed by the young. and third time young offenders harsher, to 

We need to educate and enforce, so that A child who shoplifts at age 13 and is discourage them from going on to committing· 
-Zach Akin, 9 

these children do not go on to worse crimes. shown no tolerance for his behavior is no worse crimes. 

Kids need to have crime prevention early, 

before they go on to worse things. 

The Register LETTERS, E-MAIL & FAXES 
VI,1113 Is:> lie 'I St>ptember 27, 1999 Omaha, Nebra::.ka 

Co-Editor in Chief/Columnist- Rebecca Rennard 
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AnI11",p'w Danford 

!\r , t)y' > Olinalla\C~tr'al High 
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Focus on other sports 
I think the Register does a 

wonderful job. I know a lot of hard­

work goes in to making the paper. 

However, one area that could use 

some improvements would be the 

sports section. 

Many times the section focuses 

more on basketball ot football. I play 

softball and I felt that sport, didn't get 

that much publicity last year. 

Also, I tllink the sports section 

should focus more on Central sports. I 

remember seeing many articles 

talking about national sports or 

regional spons, but not a lot on 

Central's teams . Maybe just broaden 

the horizon a little bit. 

Emily Felix, 

sophomore 

Show more Eagle spirit 

Isn' t school spirit great!?! Like 

those outrageous guys at the football 

games who have their shirts off and 

chests painted ""Eagles." And what 

about tllOse porn squad girls! That's 

some good-Iookin' school spirit if 

. I've ever seen any. Don't forget our 

athletes who are sportin' their Central 

gear on game days , plus the gazillions 

of clubs we have represented here, 

I'm saying get involved during 

your high school years and show 

some pride for the eagles. 

I'm tired of hearing about all .this 

Lr~ 
~c 
~)~ 

9 
bad stuff and it's time we heard 

about some good things that are 

happening. Anyway, high school can 

be great and "Thai makes it Larger 

Than Life!" 

Joe Fehrman, 

junior 

Hart goes too far 
I was upset by last year's 

column on "GothslHessians" by 

Jared Hart. I am not easily offended 

and I don't have 'a problem with 

people expressing their opinions ... as 

long as they can back them up with 

valid evidence. 

Not only did this columnist stale 

his opinions as fact without anything 

to back them up, hc also had a few 

blatenl untrutlls in the editorial.. 

For example, he stated that the 

Wiccan religion is basically tlle same 

thing (I don't recall tlle exact 

wording) as Satanism. This could 

not be further from the truth . Besides 

that it is religious disclimination. I 

feel thal in the future he should at 

least research his topic so he can try 

to intelligently argue against it.. 

Jennifer Gunn, 

sophomore 

Humans make mistakes 
1 think people complain too 

much about school. I always hear 

someone complaining about 

something in the school. 

While I do admit there are flaws 

in the school, you have to remember 

that humans run tlle school. Humans 

do make mistakes. If you don't like 

the school, go to another one. 

Every school has something 

wrong with it. If you have a 

complaint, go talk to someone who 

can do something about it. The 

common person doesn't want to hear 

about it. 

Adam Tapio, 

sophomore 

Hart's column great 
Jared Hart's column, "I'm Better 

Than You," was very amusing. It was 

the only thing I looked forward to 

reading every time the paper came out. 

It gave the people in this school 

something to talk about, with it's 

controversiality and sarcasm. 

Personally, f'd like to see it again this 

year. 

Kyle Clark, 

Sophomore 
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EUERYBODY ON THE FLOOR... Four to the Floor's Chad Rozniecki battle's it out for the grand 
prize of a free recording session at the Nevada Studio Room. Battle of the Bands, held on Sept. 17th, 
drew in 800 people and six competing bands. 

Second ann~al Battle of 
the Bands attracts 800 
By Stefanie Wulff 

Six bands competed against each oUler 

in the Christ Community Church's second 

annual Battle of Ule Bands on September 17th 

for tbe grand prize of a free recording session 

and profess ional demo tape a t he Nevada 

Studio Room , Battle of Ule Bands coordinator 

Joe Darago said . 

Four 10 the Floor, an E lkhorn Hig h 

School punk band, competed against other 

bands from Prep High School, Westside High 

School and Blair for Ule grads prize recording 

session or the second prize, a $ 100 gift 

certificate to the Nevada Studio Room, 

Darago added. 

"Only six bands can compete because of 

the time frame," he said. 

Bands interest.ed in competing entered 

try-out t.apes wh ich were li stened to and 

narrowed down to the best six, he said. 

All of the lights , speakers and technical 

equipment was rent.ed form Midwest Sound 

and Lighting, Darago added . 

Approximately 800 studenLs and adults 

attended t:be event 10 be entertained by Ule 

contestants and to ~ee who would end up Ule 

winner. 

And the win ne r was R em edy from 

Westside. 

Even though Four to Ule Floor wasn't Ule 

winner, guitarist Nick Brophy said he had a 

blast. 

. "Il was a really good experience," he said. 

"That was the biggest amount of people we've 

ever played for," Brophy added. 

Four to the F loor cons ists of Pat 

O'Donnell on g uitar and vocals, Chad 

Rozniecki playing bass, Steve Massara 

beating the drums and Brophy. The band got 

together in middle school and have been 

together since, Brophy said. 

Even though Four to the Floor doesn 't 

have an album out yet, they are working on 

more songs and will eventually come out with 

an al bum, Rozniecki said. 

Four to the Floor has played at Waterloo 

Days and Elkhorn Days mostly for publicity, 

Rozniecki said. 

The inspirations for the four are Blink 

182 because they've been around for a while 

and they dig thc punk style, Brophy said. 

However, Brophy said that he has 

" respcctJor any band Ulat can make it." 

He said that it is tough to make it in the 

music business and it .takes a lot of work and 

determination . 

Most importantly, Brophy and Rozniecki 

boUl agree that being in a band is a good 

characteristic to tell a girl. 

"They might say, ' Wow! He's in a 

band!'" Brophy said. 

entertains, receives loud response from crowd 

By Stefanie Wulff 

The Westside High School band, Chop, 

was one of six contestants to enter Christ 

Community church's Battle of the Bands on 

September 17 th
. 

They didn ' t win. 

The competition was loud, tough and I 

thought for sure that they would win because 

they had the crowd of 800 j umping up and 

down long before they started playing. 

Chop consists of Eddie Morin from Prep 

High School , Chris Pelphrey from Westside 

High and Mike Defranco also from Westside. 

The band has becn togcther for over a year, 

Pelphrey said. 

Defranco, Chop 's drummer, said that the 

name Chop has really no significance except 

for the "inappropriate" story that only Morin 

and Pelphrey know: 

He said that the band had a lot of fun and 

that was the most amount of people they had 

ever played in front of before. 

Chop has had gigs at Sokol Auditorium, 

the Cog Factory and the Ranch Bowl, 

Pelphrey said. 

The three members sell the tickets to 

friends and fans and then amount of people 

who come is how much they make for that 

show, Defranco said. 

Chop gets 75 % of all ticket sales and has 

recently noticed more people showing up at 

tlleir shows, he added. 

Inspirations for Chop are similar to the 

l?~ds whom competed against them, Blink 

182 and MxPx, Defranco·said. However he 

said that he enjoys older music and loves the 

band Phish. 

If you have never heard of a drummer 

with determination Ulan here is your first 

chance. 

Defranco said that he really wants to 

make it big, wiUl or wiUlout Chop and plans 

on moving out to Los Angeles when he lurns 

18 years-old. 

He said that he does not want to get a job 

and wants to move out to California 10 start 

making someUling of himself before ii 's too 

late. 

"My drum teacher who's 30 wallls to go 

out to LA, but Ulat's kinda old to start out 

tbere, so you might as welllTy it when you're 

young," Defranco said. 

Chop's music has a "poppy punk" sty le 

and its lyrics are about every day Ulings and 

of course, ex-girlfrie nds , Defranco said. 

He said Ulat it was lough to write about 

serious things, so the band sticks wiUl topics 

they know about. 

"'She's Gone Dike' is about one of our 

ex-girlfriends and we wrote it around Ule Lime 

we had all broken up with our girlfriends," 

Defranco said. 

"Beth (ex-girlfriend) kinda acts like a 

dike, but she' s nOI ," he added. . 

Catch Chop's next show a t the Ranch 

Bowl on September 29th You'd be chopped 

liver not 10. Ha. Ha. DRUMMER Mike Defranco 

pounds out the beat for Chop 
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Different bands provide a variety of musical beats 
By Sandi Czapla 

Bands returned to Christ Com­

munity Church on friday September 

17th to battle it out for ca.sh in Ule sec­

ond annual Battle of the Bands. Six 

bands were introduced to everyone on 

this night to show off their great tal­

ents. 

The first band that I saw was 

Four to th e Floor and they were 

dressed in somewhat casual cloUles. 

T hey produced a great sound and 

worked very well together. They 

played two songs Ulat sounded awe­

some, even Ulough I was right next 

to Ule speaker and everyUling was 

muffled. 

The second band Ulat played was 

fro m Prep called Prhyme. The crowd 

seeme d to like the m . I thought 

Prhyme was Ule best band that played 

because Uley played two very oppo­

site songs called "Halo" and "Too 

Cool." The guys were dressed in 

black dress pants with white shirts and 

ties so they looked very formal for Ule 

event. 

The third band was from 

Westside and Uleir name was Rem­

edy. 

Now talk about good looking . 

This band wore black pants wiUltight 

black shirt s and they looked ex­

lTemely s tudly. However, the ir songs 

left a lot to be desired , but th ey 

sounded a lright for a simple high 

school band. 

People began to jump up and 

down and Uley looked so stupid. II 

was very interesting to notice that this 

was Ule only band Ulat made people 

react so slTangely. 

The final band Ulat I saw was 

Chop. Now Ulis one was the one that 

had the most hype leading up to i t. It 

was kind of like "Titanic" where ev­

eryone expects to be SO good th ~ t 

when they see it, they are onl y disap­

pointed to find out that it was no Ul­

ing what Uley expec ted it to be. 

I thought this band was horrible . 

Al l tlley did was scream and there was 

really no beat or anyhting and you 

couldn't fo llow along to Ule music at 

Hip-hop vibe shines through for Central band, Theory 
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By Stefanie Wulff 

Sit down, N'Sync, because the 

CenlTal High band, Theory has a lot 

more talent Ulan you do! 

T heory, who ha s been 

together for almost one year, 

" works hard to deliv er good 

music to it s fan s. Central 

Sophomore and Bassist Ed Yin 

said. 

The band includes five guys, Paul 

Penke on drums and Tom Wrighton 

o n guitar, whom both attend Burke 

High School. Yin on bass and both 

C hris Piatt and Nick Saldi on the mic. 

"The band slowly formed." Yin 

said. "First Paul, Tom, and I start ed 

jamming. then Ule songs came, Ulen 

fl yers and Ulen wiUl luck we found 

s ingers Chri s and Nick," he said 

pro udly. 

The inspiration behind Ule music 

is 3 11 , a local gone national band and 

the Beaslie Eoys, Yin and Saldi , said . 

Yin assured me Ulat 3 11 is not a 

. "sell -out" band like a lot of Omahans 

Ulink and they work hard to send out because we were on tlle road a lot on 
Uleir positive vibe. 

Saldi, a Westside graduate, 

scratches and mixes records which 

help Theory's hip-hop vibe shine 

Ulrough . 

A lot of money goes into a band, 

Yin said . 

"Saldi Ulrew in a lot of his own 

money to get the band started wiUl T­

shirts and the demo CD," Yin said 

Ulankfully. "So that means Ulat most 

of Ule money from the shows goes to 

Nick," he added. 

Saldi and Pialt, anoUler Wests ide 

graduate had been in prev ious bands 

together, therefore a lot of th e 

equipment was recycled for Theory. 

Saldi said. When Theory proved to 

be successful al sho ws, more and 

be tt e r equipment was bought, he 

added. 

Theory often plays at Ule Ranch 

Bowl and Ule Asylum Dance Club. 

Yin said . They have also lTaveled to 

Sioux City and Grand Island. 

'The summer was our busiest time 

tours," Yin said . 

However, when schoo l started Yin 

said Theory had to cut back on toui's 

because Ulree of Ule five members are 

still in school. 

T he future of Theory looks 

promi si ng. Yin and Sa ld i agreed. 

Whe n Pe nke, Wri ghton and Yin 

graduate. the fi ve plan to move to Los 

Angeles in order to get the nationlll 

ball rolling. Yin said. After al l. that's 

what Uleir inspirations. 3 11 did and 

look at tllem now. 

T heory's 1I1hum. which is se lf-

entitled. has had ,unazing sales. Saldi 

said. The a lb um was di stributed to 

Homers and CD Warehou sc and often 

Saldi sa id he had to restock th e 

shelves in tlle stores to meet the needs 

of the fans. 

And. of course bei ng in a band 

has its rewards ... the ladies . Both Yin 

and Saldi said Ulat heing in Th(;:ory 

a ttracts g irl s and tha t th ey e nj oy 

seeing Ule crowd jump up and down 

to tlle beats. 

Saldi chuckled as 

he said, "Yeall, being in a 

band is a good 

co nv e r sa tion 

co me s to 

ladies." 

all. 

The performances attracted 800 

people and turned out to be a great 

evening for most of Ulem. 

The music was good, Ule boys 

were cu te, and they even provided re­

freshments . What better way to spend 

an evening then like this? 

In the end, Ule winner was Rem­

edy and second place went to a band 

called Treebeard . 
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COURTESY OF RED AUNT ENTERTAINMENT 

MOUE OUER BACKSTREET BOYS, there's a new group in town. (Left to right) David Loemer, Damon 
Butler and Trey Parker combine the sounds of hip-hop and pop-rock as they try to make it big as Express 
Yourself Clearly (EYC). Their hit album "I Feel It" is loaded with teenybopper tunes sweet sounding to the 

ere a boy band, there a boy band 

Well. there is ,Ulother all boy band out 

foreveryone 's enjoyment and pleasure. 

N'SYNC anel llie Backstreet Boys were 

enough for you. then you have to hear 

guys. 

The band is called Express Yourself 

better known as EYe, and they arc 

like aU the other boy bands around .. 

EYC is an extremely talented group 

has produced a varielY of different 

Their LOp selling single "This Thing 

Love" and other songs like it are 

theirtatesralbom, I Feel It." 

Th~ ' g ' roup seems to clarify a distinct 

between soul and pop rock, bu t all their 

contain a little of each. The words to 

songs are kind of like words of wis­

from the guys. 

The song "Fall en Angel," is a very well 

LIen song that gives guys everywhere a 

'-decenl name. 

Ilowever, the one song on the album that 

gOI on my nerves was "Time to Party." 

II sounded like screams and it didn't go 

over well with the expected pop music genre 

of this time. 

The guys in this group aren't the picture 

perfect pretty boys that every girl drools over 

and their voices are a lot more mature than 

the others are. 

EYC was actually together long before 

the Backstreet Boys or N'SYNC were even 

around. 

They won the "Smash Hits". Breaking 

Band Award one year before the Backstreet 

Boys did. 

Damon Butler, Trey Parker and David 

Loeffler (EYC) are also different from other 

boy bands because they formed from friend­

ship instead of by agents and managers . 

EYC performed with the Backstreet 

Boys and even the Artist Nobody Ever 

Stopped Calling Prince. 

Even though EYC is not very 

well known in America, they have 

to sneak out of the back doors of 

hotels in England, Australia and 

Europe just to get something to eat. 

So if you are into the whole 

all boy teenybopper craze that every 

girl seems LO be in right now, then this 

album is definitely for you . 

However, if the sound of three more guys 

that sound exactly the same doesn' t thrill you, 

then I guess you will have to look for another 

bands name to praise. 

Swing, Latin dance 

popular among many 
By Sandi Czapla 

Swing dancing is becoming more and 

more popular by the day. Unfonunately, swing 

dancers in Omaha have to find a new place to 

dance because of the recently closed Stork 

Club. 

Ron Shepard, the owner and instructor 

of Just Dance, said he teaches about 14 classes 

a week involving various dance crazes such 

as ballroom, Latin, tango, mambo and defi ­

nitely swing. 

Shepard has been teaching in Omaha for 

20 years this year, he said. 

"My favorite class to teach is swing. All 

the people are really great and it's such a fun 

class to teach," Shepard said. 

Different music rhythms and danci ng 

styles make up all the intricate dancing skills, 

Shepard said. 

The reason that all types of dances are so 

similar is because they all evolved from the 

same era, he added. 

The 30's, 40's and 50's were a large part 

in the formation of music and dance styles, 

he said. 

Shepard said that they participate in com­

petitions such as ProAm. In thi s regional per-

formance, Shepard and one of hi s students 

compete with each other. 

"The closing of the Stork Club is a real 

tragedy," Matt Smith a Central senior and 

dance student said, "It was the only place in 

town to go to past midnight and still have fun ." 

Smith has been swing dancing for about 

four years now and has recently staned tak­

ing lessons from Shepard at Just Dance. 

Swinging is a talent that can be used in 

all types of performances at both church and 

school, especially when instructing students 

on how to perform well, Smith sa id . 

He said that sw inging is a great way to 

get involved and meet other people, especially 

at Just Dance where everyone is so friendly 

and unique. 

"The Stork Club's atmosphere was un­

like any other," Smith said, "All the furniture 

and decorations were from the same era and 

there is no opportunity in the world to see 

somethi ng like that." 

Swing dancing involves both movemen t 

and coordination . That 's what makes it kind 

of difficult, Smith said. 

Until another club is opened, students like 

Smith and others who enjoy the fad will have 

to tind a way to continue to sw ing. 

"Blue Streak" d'emonstrates 

Lawrence's talent 
By Sandi Czapla 

Martin Lawrence has always been an 

audience pleaser, but in his new movie "Blue 

Streak," Lawrence over excels at his come­

dic talents . 

In the movie, Lawrence's character, 

Miles Logan, steals a diamond and in the pro­

cess, gets arrested. 

However, he was sman enough to hide it 

in the air ducts before he was taken away. 

So he memorizes the address and the air 

duct number so that when he got out of jail, 

he eould retrieve it from the same spot. 

Two years pass and Logan is released 

from jail, so he goes to the address only to 

find that the place is now a police station. 

Logan, being an ex-con, has to try to be­

come a police officer so that he can get the 

diamond he worked so hard to steal. 

As soon as Logan becomes a polic e of­

ficer, he does everything right and eams the 

respect of his boss and co-workers. 

Even though it is obvious that none of 

this stutl could ever happen in real life, the 

writers come up with very creative lines that 

the actors put on screen in a way that no other 

movie I've seen do before. 

The soundtrack to the movie should also 

be great. The songs are bouncy and they go 

along pefectly with the movie and plot. 

The songs helped to keep me involved 

in the whole ora of the film. 

The cast consists of extremely talented 

actors and actresses who are not very well 

known. 

The movi e is very well written and 

Lawrence is the perfect man to play the lead . 

I don 't think. it was worth nearly killing 

himself over, but at least he is fine and the 

movie is going to turn out to be a big hit . 

There is absolutely no possible way that 

you could go wrong with a hilarious movie 

like this with a lead character like Lawrence. 

If you are looking for a light, fun com­

edy this weekend, " Blue Streak" is definitely 

the movie for you. 

I thought the movie was great and some 

of the lines were so clever and creative, there 

is no possible way I couldn 't have laughed. 

I suggest you go see thi s movie this week­

end. It is definitely a must see! 

estiny's Child's album appeals to teenage girls everywhere 

Desliny's Child is back with it 's hOI new 

"The Writing 's on the Wall." 

The songs on the alhum are really unique 

the beals are swee t. 

Al so, not on ly do th e songs have 

Iyri c~ , hut the songs rea lly help 

deal with rehllionships. 

One particular song, "Hey Ladies" is a 

prime example. 

In that song the members of the group 

di scuss how their boyfriend has been treating 

them wrong but they just can't seem to leave 

him alone. 

A line in tlle song that sticks out in my 

mind is : "Yea, he did me wrong: but I love 

him so. I keep holding on but he 's got to go." 

A lot of teens (ladies that is) can really 

relate to that song because of similar problems 

that they have dealt with in their relationships. 

Another one of their songs, titled "Bug­

a-Boo," is also related to teens. 

The song is about how a man just will 

not take no for an answer. 

The chorus goes: "You make me wanna 

throw my pager out the window, teU MCI to 

cut the phone cords, break my knees so I can't 

move, cause you're a bug-a-boo." 

My absolute favorite song on the album 

is a song titled "Say My Name." 

And no, it 's not what you think. 

The song really surprised me. 

lt talks about how guys like to act 

different when they ' re around their friends. 

You know how it is . They act all macho. 

The chorus goes: "Say my name, say my 

name. When no one is around you say baby r 
love you, if you ain' t running games." 

To sum it all up- this album is great. Their 

first album doesn't even come close to this 

one. 

I would really recommend Lllis album to 

every teen (female) that I know. 

Sorry guys. this bud's not for you. 

Janousek Florists Inc. Billboard Hit brings Divine to the top 
Central Students: 

• Flowers For Every Occasion 

~ __ • City Wide Delivery Services 

http://www.janollsckflorist.com 
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By Slefanie Wulff 

There's something about youth , 

flawless voices, raw talent that 's pure 

in eve ry essence. thrce powerful, 

determined, emolive voices that 

harmonize to a sound so spectacular 

that the three c,1n only be called on 

name .. . Divine. 

The fate of three New Jersey 

teenagers meeting and forming 

Divine was only thc first s tep. 

Seventeen year-old Nikki 

Oratcher. 17-year-old Kia Thomton 

;Uld I R-year-old 'llmia Tash de Ii vcr 

tlle hip-hop soul vihe of Divilll':. 

"I ,:ttely," the platinum # I sclling 

singlc was the first song 10 hit Ihe 

airwaves . "Fairy ·nll es". the hands 

IIrst alhulll Sf1CIII II weeks 011 the 'li1p 

, I;ive OillhoanJ lIot 100 and 14 weeks 

Oil Ille ' Iilp Ten OillhoanJ Ilot 100. 

'llic music. which is mostly ahout 

fanlicic. evillllalc heart hreakcrs and 

drcams, n:llects thc life cxpcrienccs 

and pcreeptiolls of Iccns their age. 

"( )lIr alhulJI has;1 live feel. a fun 

fcel," 17-year-ohl 13r:t lcher said. " It·s 

ahout youllg love . Although Ollf 

pcrccplioll of love lIIay 1I0t he Ihe 

S;IIJIC ill tCII years ." .... he adds . "It's 

ahoul what's real to liS 1I0W ... at this 

1II0lllCIII 

Thnc's 110 rcasoll Ihl' Irio lIeeds 

he lp with their lovc li le. hOWl·VCI. 

With all Ihl' f:III1L' the ICCIIS arc 

absorbing, the guys must be flocking. 

"At our age, guys come and go." 

Bratcher said. "Love is not a fairy 

tale , and it doesn't always have a 

happy ending." 

"Never Thought," the first track 

on "Fairy Tales." starts off non-funky. 

but gets a serious twist as the song 

goes on. 

The girls harmonize in singing. 

"Never thought tbat I'd find someone 

to love me like you do. Never thought 

in a million years that you 'd make all 

my dreams come true ." 

This surely 

deliverers the love 

message followed by powerful rap 

lyrics and bass in the background, 

which is trul y a combination of 

divinity. 

Divine also ha s a video for 

"Lately" showing on Bl ac k 

Entertainment Television (BET) that 

evokes warmth and innocence. 

The video depicts a story of a 

young girl missing a childhood fri end 

who has moved away. 

It describes the feeling of loss , a 

universal concept we ' ve a ll 

experienced. 

The teens try to emphasize the 

good and bad 

aspects of life in their writing and 

musica l beats . 

"We want to set and example that 

no matter what you' re going through. 

have a dream and follow Lllat drerun." 

Tash adds. 

For the fans , Divine will come 

out wiLl1 a new album in OClober. 

" I feel like thi s is what I was 

mea nt to do ," Bratcher sa id . 

"Because all my life I've been on this 

steady road of good, like God has 

been watching over me my whole life 

and he l1t:ver steered me wrong." 



Libra (Sept. 23-0 ct ,22 ) A mysterious 

~ ( "lle() lle is tryin n to get your attention, Your 

love life wi ll st" to spark and get more ex­

cit ing, 

Scorpio (Oct.23-Nov.21) An out of body 

ex perience may leave you jolted. Don 't be 

shoc ked. the result could leave you with a new 

out look on life, 

Sagittllrius (Nov,22-Dec.21) The love 

of your life \V i:1 soon pop into view. Take the 

chance to ge t to know them better (wink, 

wink). 

Capricorn (Dcc,22-Jan, 19) Don't be 

afraid 10 make a wrong decision, it may bring 

bdter th ings to your life in the future. 

Aqullrius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Apologies are 

olien hard to sp it out, but thcy mean a lot and 

fix a lot of your wrong doings . Repeat after 

lil t.!. ' 'I'm sorry. I' m ajerk." 

Pisces (I:cb, 19-March 20) Feeling over­

IO;lciccP No wonder! Your pants are on to 

ti ght. so looscn up. Hang out by yourself 

~()met iI1les instead of your crazy friends . 

Aries (March 2 I-April 19) Think before 

1Il ;lk ing any commitments , It 's harder to say 

"no" after yo u've al ready said "yes." 

TOP PICKS 

Taurus (Apri l 20- May 20) There are at 

least two rcsolutions in the problem you are 

f(lcing. One side may be a risky alternative, 

and tht: other may be boring but brings long 

time happi ness. 

Grmini (May 21- June 20) If it seems 

y,)t!f friends arc acting different towards you 

If)[' th e \\ 01':,<:: . don't hi de LInder a rock, Talk 

,,' Iklll ;!Il d '; "i't ( li t Ihe differences, you' ll be 

l"I.,·b h'IJ'rICI 

COURTESY OF HOLLYWOOD PICTURES 

IT'S COLO IN HERL.. Haley Jole Osment stars with Bruce Willis in "The Sixth Sense," a chill­

ing, psychological thriller from Hollywood Pictures and Spyglass Entertainment. The abnormal boy 
with paranormal powers scored first place in Entertainment's Top Five Movies, 

( . l lJICf'r I I un..: 2 1- July 22) Make a move 
,'II d., hoy (,;' giri ll ext door, Don't hold back 

,. ·v k el in g.), maybe they feel the same ... 

Leo (July 23- Aug. 22) Sharing is always 

11., c . depenuing 011 what it is you share. It 's 

,'('cat III share clothes, but don't share lives . 

TOP 5 SUMMER 

BLOCKBUSTER MOVIES 
I. The Sixth Sense 

2. The Blair Witch Project 

3. American Pi e 

4. Bi g Daddy 

5. The Haunting 

TOP 5 RESTAURANTS 
FOR HOMECOMING 

I, Village Inn 

2, Olive Garden 

3, Applebee's 

4. Garden Cafe 

5. French Cafe 

TOP 5 BANDS FOR 

HOMECOMING 
I. Dave Matthews Band 

2, Backstreet Boys 

3. N'SYN C 

4, Lil11p Bi z.k it 

5. Blink I S2 Jlirgo (Aug, 23- Sept 22) First impres­

silll1s arc tht: Piles tha t last. Look and feel 

your best no mutter where you go, 

* 178 people po lled 

~ Ups 

I Icy kills, it's time to FIlL UP! Now put down your English homework and give this a 

tr)', [t' s elltitled 'Tirst day on the jOb," so keep that in mind. And don' t cheat and look at the 

passage firs (I 

1, F am u us person 2. Verb ________ _ 

3, Famous landmark ______ _ 4. Type of weather _____ _ 

5, +ing verb _________ _ 6. Famous person _____ _ 
7, 1'lacc __________ _ 8. Noun ________ _ 

9. Street ____ ______ _ 10. Famous person _____ _ 
Sept. 27- 30-The Amazon on the IMAX at Henry Doorly Zoo 

Sept. 29- The Nebraska AIDS Projects, "You Gotta Have Friends" Benefit Concert with 
12. Famous mobster ____ _ 

13 , Actionhero._ ________ 14. Verb _________ _ 

II. Verh __________ _ 

First day on the job 
It all started when my friend (1) woke me up way to early to 2) ___ _ 

to the (3) , It was (4) , and I was sti ll recovering from 
(5) _______ the night before . (6L ______ and I were suppose to go to 

(7) to pick up a (8) and then drop it otl' on the comer of 

(9t for it to be picked up by (10) . Some task! Sometimes I 

Ihink it would be easier for me to (11) a bank to get cash than to work for 

(12) , But after aU, what I really want in Life is to be (13) and if 

thi, is how uley started off then this is what I must do to (14) _______ my career' 

I. E N T A A L E , G L E S C E N R A L 
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Celine Dion and Michael Bollon at the Civic Auditorium 

Sept. 29- Johnathan Riclunan with Five Story Fall at the Ranch Bowl 

Sept. 29- Chop at the Ranch Bowl 

Oct, 1- Phish in Ames, IA at the Hillon Coliseum 

Oct. 2- Frog Pond with Five Story Fall at the Ranch Bowl 

Oct. 4- NO SCHOOL 

Oct. 4- Ben Folds Five at Sokol Auditorium 

Oct. 15- Carolyn's Mother at the Ranch Bowl 

Oct. 19- 311 at Sokol Hall SOLD OUT 

A G L E S C E N 1 R A l. E 1\ r; 
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Lip 
Smackin' 
Good 

Teenyboppers 
provide no pu rpose 

Ah , the lovely sounds oftwe!ve-yc;u"I I, 

girls screaming the names of all the bOl'l I 

hands like N' SYNC and Backstreet Buys 

We all know the sounds [' m talking alx l. . n 

and I think .. . no wait , I KNOW thai I' ;:. 

had enough and Ihat obsessing over the ".Ii 

hands is a senseless thing to do, 

ll ow can one person be so in vol ved , rt;' 

one band tJlat U1CY go to see every corlCt' :: 

with their "r Love N' SYNC" s ign ~'1 \\'11 ;11 ,. 

lovely demoral izing sight to see. 

I almost have to feel sorry for tJ1cse pir: ?: 
that pU I their whole heart and soul into L1 1~ ... , 

bands only to find out later on the hand \1 <J.\ft ; I 

even that great in u1e first place , 

Exc use me as I clear my throat and t.1l . ,', 

a lovely tTip back to the early 90's with a ban ,. 

called New Kids on the Block , 

You remember what happened to tlien 

They were banished from society for ,el't -; 
years never to be heard from again, l Jnfont _" 

nate ly, for our sake both Joey McIntire an ." . 
Jordan Knight came back to haunt us ill (It I 

seemingly happy days, 

Or how about Milli VaniUi? The 100el 

Graml11 y winning, lip sinking. dynamic Ju 

Ulat fe ll apart after everyone found oul t1k 

secret . 

Ilow can we forge t the beautiful Sine, 

O'ClJnner') Truthfully, I owned one (I ! h. 

tapes and the only thing I remember ahol 

her is her baldhead , I guess that's prohahl 

U1e way she wanted to he remembered. 

Is this what we want to happen to Oi 

treasured N' SYNC, Backstree t Boys and II 

overl y heautiful ye t talent lacking Britt an 

Spears'! 
.By Jere 

A simple answer to an ea~y question , Ye' 
Think about the world without Ihel 

people, Young girls could idolize some () l1~ I 

more importance, such as Bill Clinton, 

Wai t aminute, maybe that's not the g r~a 

est exmnple, but you get the picture, 

Mayhe the rea,on that the hands arc he: 

in the first place is to keep young people aI'" 

from worshipping creepazoids like the I're" 

dent. 
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the cut 
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baseball tl 

to discove 

on the col 

"I've 

lad that I \.I 

ball," J ac· 
, Plus if we banished these people f!\ll that all tht 

Ihe race of the earth , who would we m .\\ ~ ' ;.:"' ~ __ 

fun of and when would we be allowed: 

change the radio station? 

All right, so maybe tJ1e Backstreet Bo:, 

do serve a purpose on this planet. [ think tIl< 
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Serving up Winning season 

By Carlos Zendejas 

The 1999 tennis team starts the season 
off with a bang, going . 500 dual competition. 

In pre-season preparation, Head Coach 
Matt Shafer said that it was the team's goal to 
go .500 in dual matches in the season. 

Well, that goal is coming into fruition as 
the season progresses with a current record 
of three wins over Benson, North and 
Papillion and three losses to Westside, Millard 

North and Creighton Prep . . 

"The matches we lost were in arms reach 
of becoming wins," Second Year Varsity 
Player Junior Michael Kruger said. 'Things 
just didn't work out for us those days." 

As for upcoming matches, Senior 
Sittig 'said that he hoped to beat 

that they are capable of beating, 
that they may face some 
opponents in upcoming matches, 

in the big tournaments such as 
State. 

Sittig said that the leadership on the team 
comes from a combined effort of the top 
players on the team, especially from Captain 
Chris Ochsner. 

Ed ¥in plays"Iiumber .one 

is constant competition among 
"We all each ollier to 

put us through show, and they allow 
us each to display our skills," Kruger 
said. 

Kruger said he believes·that the 

tea will continue to improve, 
because of the support members provide to 

er. 
e it's a lot of work," Sansom said, 
ps the get team better and brings us 

Closer t our goals." 
S~er said that one of his goals was to 

bave~, Shafer also said that his goals were 
to see e team improve, learn the rules and 

etiqu and to see them learn a sport like 
tenDis tllat will stay with them for a lifetime. 

Shafer also said that his goals for the 
season include continual improvement of the 
team, to go .500 in duals and to win a few 

matchesilt both metro and State. 
. :rhf(se goals go hand in hand with the 

goals of fuose of the players. 

11 

"Come time for the state tournament, 
will really have to depend on the older, more 

experienced players on the team," Shafer said. 

attributes this fact to the drills that 
Shafer puts them through. 

"All of the drills that Coach Shafer has 

Sittig said that his goals include seeing 
the te~ beat every team that is possible for 
the team to beat, to playas well as possible, 
to win some matches in the big tournaments 
and to have as much fun as possible. 
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Top: Fabian Sittig (12) strikes a solid return. 

Rboue: Chris Ochsner (1~) stands ready for 
the oncoming serve during a teenis practice. 

Central alumnus makes college baseball roster 
Former Central High School 

tudent Zach Jacobson went to check 
e cut list for Allen County 

unity College's [ACCC] 
team in lola, KS last week 

discover that he was now a pitcher 
the collegiate level. 

"I've known since I was a wee 

that I wanted to play college [base] 
" Jacobson said. ''I'm relieved 

all the har~ work I put into, ove ~ 

so many years has paid off." 
Jacobson was unable to take part 

in Central's 1999 spring baseball 
season after a conflict with former 
head coach Matt Shafer; leaving 
Jacobson no chance for a Spring 
season. 

"It wasn't an easy thing [kicking 
Jacobson off team] to do, but I had to 
stick by my guns and let him 
[Jacobson] know that I wasn't going 
to stand for any behavioral problems," 

Shafer said. "I'm glad to see it didn't 
. . - ........ 

keep him from going on to play in 
college." 

Jacobson was a leader and a key 
player on the Eagle baseball team, 
three-year teammate of Jacobson and 
two-time letterman, Dylan Morgan 
said .. Losing him. was a real blow to 
our spirits, the whole team felt we 
needed him to win. 

Jacobson signed up to play for a 
non-American Legion team in the 
summer since Shafer had banished 
him from Central baseball. American 
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Legion is the league where the best 
baseball players in the area compete, 
Jacobson said. . 

"I knew that with no spring 
season and not much play against 
tough competition, in the summer, I'd 
have to work really hard to get to 
where I wanted to be," Jacobson said. 

Running, weight lifting and 
vigourous conditioning became a part 
of his daily regiment, Jacobson said. 

"I never heard much from Allen 

• County, ~ I came down here [ACCC] 

really just hoping for the best," 
Jacobson said. "I'm excited to see 
what I can get out of being on this 
team. 

The workout regiment and 
training Jacobson does takes a lot out 
of him, Jacobson said. It consists of 
lifting and throwing three times a 
week as well as conditioning almost 

every day. 
"Since I spent my summer on a 

team which wasn't scheduled to play 

much, I spent a lot of tune on my own 
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running and working with my 
pitching." Jacobson said. "I did a lot 
of work on my own to get myself 
ready for this." 

Coach Val McLean heads the 
ACCC baseball program and is, 
Jacob~on said, able to correct any 
flaw in 3DY ball player. 

"It's great to finally go to a school 

where the coaching staff is educated 
in the game of baseball and able to 

communicate what he knows to the 
players," JacQbson said. 

" ................. . 
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Central student to play atUNL 

Lornell McPherson 

By Jeremy Scurlock 

Central High School senior 
Lomell McPherson has made a ver­
bal commitment to play football for 

the University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

[UNLJ during the 2000 season. 
On Thursday, August 25 

McPherson said he and several 

coaches, including Husker head coach 
Frank Solich, met and discussed the 

possibility of he becoming a Nebraska 

Cornhusker. 
"After we finished drills for the 

day 1 was taken to an office and of­

fered a full ride," McPherson said. "I 

liked what they had to otTer, so 1 ac-

cepted. Getting the recruiting started 
and pretty much over early and be­

fore the season started was a relief," 

McPherson said. ''Now I'm able to fo­

cus on the team winning and not mak­

ing an impression on scouts." 
A verbal commitment, being one 

which is ~ot legally binding, Central 

Football Head COach Joe 

McMenamin said, McPherson can 
still decide to go play somewhere 

besides UNL. A contract cannot be 

signed until the second Wednesday in 

February, he added. 
"At this point, there is very little 

doubt about where I'll be playing next 

season," McPherson said. "I've made 

RIGHT: Bottoms up, Adam Deacon (10), Takes a swig of the 

good stuff, but he swears he is only a social drinker. 
BELOW: Left to Right: Ryan Shaw (9), Quentin Lueninghoener 
(10), Joe Hoagland (10), Kevin Grace (10), Shawn Daley (9), Adam 
Rachwalik (9), Doug Meigs (9), Luke Matyja (9) and Fred Vacanti 
(11) Gather at the starting line and prepare to take off after the 
gun, Just another day at Central High. ' 
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k " up my mind, I'm going to Nebras a. 
McPherson was one of the most 

sought after play ~ rs in the state, 

McMenamin said. He was the recipi­

ent of interest from some of the top 

football programs in the country. 

Schools such as the University of 

Iowa, the University ofMichiga~ , the 
University of Kansas, Iowa State Uni­

versity, and Colorado State Univer­
sity all showed a lot of interest in what 

McPherson was capable of. 
"I was first contacted by Iowa 

. State, but .received a lot ofletters from 
many schools." McPherson said. "I 

put some thought into it, and liked 

what Nebraska had to otTer. Plus it's 

close to home." 
McPherson is in bis third year as 

a starter on Central's Varsity Football 

team, McMenamin said, and has de­

veloped into a player with talent as 

well as leadership ability. 
"This year we asked him 

[McPherson] to step out ofthe'Quar­

terback position and move to full­

back," McMenantin said. "He knew 

that it was in the best interest of the 

team and told me he was more then 

willing to do whatever it took to win." 

Because McPherson committed 

only in a verbal manner, Coach Solich 

was unable to comment on his recent 

acquisition. 

Teacher takes coaching position at university 
By Carlos Zendejas 

Central High's former Head 

Volleyball Coach recently took a job 

which forced him La relocate to 

Texas Tech 

University in Lubbock, Texas. 

Reichmuth said that he is now an 

Assistant Coach at Texas Tech 

University. 
"My main Job is to help in running 

practices and scouting opposing 

teams," Reichmuth said. 

Reichmuth said that in practices he 

helps run drills but he said that 

mostly he acts as a player. 

For example Reichmuth 

said that if there is a team that they 

are facing with a specific talent, 

then it is his job to mimic that skill 

in practice in order to prepare his team. 

Along with his practice duties, 

Reichmuth also said that he is 

responsible for watching videos of the 
other team and rating their passers." 

"There is a lot of preparation 

invol ved in the games, a lot more than 
in high school volleyball," Reichmuth 
srud. I 

And as far as the differences 

between high school and University 
level volleyball, Reichmuth srud·that 

there aren't as many differences as he 

expected. 

However, Reichmuth said that 

there were a few that he had noticed. 

Reichmuth said that one of the 

biggest differences was the fact that 

there are only 12 players and fo ur 

coaches, which makes him more able 

to focus on coaching. 

"It is a lot easier for me to focus 
on coaching without all of the extras, 

like trying to reserve the building for 

practices and dealing with parents, 

that high school gives you," 

Reichmuth said. 

Another difference that 

Reichmuth said has noticed is that 

there is not a lot of work needed to 

bone the s kil~s of the players. 
"In high School some kids come 

who aren't that great, and then ttJey 

work to become good, whereas in 

college they already come to you 

pretty talented," Reichmuth said. 

Aside from the differences, 

R eichm~th said that he is adjusting 
well, and as for the question of 

whether he will ever come back to 

Central, Reichmuth said that he is still 

unsure about tlJat. 

Reichmuth srud that that decision 

all depends on the coaching job offers 

that he receives in the future. 

Reichmuth said that he will only 

take a Head Coaching job if it is in 

the right school in the right part of 

the country. 

Reichmuth said that he still 

thinks about Central a lot and that he 

enjoys the high school atmosphere 

over that of the University, so coming 

back would not be out of the question. 

But in the meantime, Reichmuth 

srud that he is looking forward to 

coming back to Nebraska when he 

will face the Huskers on Oct. 30 at 

the Coliseum in Lincoln. 

Until them, Reichmuth said thaL 

he misses life at Central High School 

and thaL he thinks about it every day. 

Tom Osborne makes a leap of ' Faith in the Game' 
By Meredith Kalina 

Lines of Husker fans wove in 

and out of the bookshelves at the 
Borders on 132"d and Maple on Sept 

13 for the signing ofTom Osborne's 

new book, Faith In The Game. 

"We felt really privileged to 

have Tom Osborne at our store, it's 

really impressive," Nancy Johnsen, 

the general manager at Borders, 

srud. 

Johnsen said that she bas a 
great deal of respect for Osborne 

and that the people there at Borders 
that night did too. 

Leanna Jones, a bookseller at 

Borders said that although the 

Signing . officially began at seven 

0' clock, people began pouring in at four 
o'clock. 

"It was the best turn out we've ever 

had for a book signing," Jones said. 

Tom Osborne, former Head Coach 

of the University of Nebraska 

Comhuskers said, that his new book, 

Faith In The Game, is basically about 

the importance of coaching. 

"The book has a lot to do with good 

· team character, the importance of 

loyalty to your team, learning to work 

as a team, how to win the right way, 

and my personal faith," Osborne said. 

" I admire his faith and the fact that 

he is not afrrud to talk about it," Jones 

said. 

J ones said that he has 'good moral 

character, and always keeps his cool, 
which is very impressive. 

Osborne said that he decided he 

had better sit down amd write while 

he could s till remember the 

importance's of coaching and write a 
book. 

"I start ed on t he book last 

September and sent it to the publi s h ~r 
in March," Osborne srud. 

He said that he has had a lot more 

flexibility in time since his retirement 

even though he still works all day. 

"I am teaching some classes at 

the University and working with some 

mentoring groups," he said. 

Osborne srud that he now has 
more time for hi s family and is 

enjoying spending more time with 
them. 

He srud that he enjoyed writing 

the book, and he hopes it inspires 

coaches and teammates everywhere. 

When a ked if he had any words 

of advice for Central High Schools 

varsity football team, Osborne replied 

iliat considering Central's season so 

far, there is nothing more he can say. 

"You ' ve always had a great 

football team and wonderful coacbes, 

and I want to wish them al l the best 
of luck tllis year," he said . 

Tom Osborne signs his 
new book at Borders. -
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Sports sol 

all problem ~ 
Hello Sports fans welcome to 

bench. 
As Sports-fans you have 

enlightened, perhaps that's why 

are reading my column . 

You know that the trOubles 
world can all be solved with 

Even in the time of the 

Greeks, only one thing could 

constant warfare, sports. 

So why can' t we take a lesson 

the Greeks? 
Sure, we're not under the 

circumstances by any means, but 

at it a broader sense. 

Sporting is something thai 

countless positive qualities . 
So why can't we use those 

qualities to overshadow some 

negativity in the world. 
So then, let us look at 

applications of this enligh 

concept of 

First of .all, we could get rid of 
of the, war in the world because 

disputes would now be sewed 

sports field. 

Don't worry, there wouldn 't 
much noticeable difference in 

balance of worldwide mi . 

powers. 

I say this because it seems to 
that the countries with the I 

militaries are also the countries 

the best sports teams. 
Which means that the good 

U.S. of A. will still be number 

One of the main reasons for 

that Europe consists of a bunch 
. girly-men and artsy.fartsy 

Secondly, those commies in 

can't afford to inject their young w 

steroids anymore. 

You could also get rid of those 

like SadamHussein because you 

steal athletes or genetically engin, 

them in a shack in the middle of [ 

desert. 

Well, know that we have sin; 
handedly gotten rid of all war, It 

move on to some of societies olb 
ills. 

How about those girls who 

always whining about how fat tll 

are. 

Why don't you playa sport ar 

lose some of that excess baggage. 

And what about all of those lin 

depressed weirdoes running aroulil 

Why don' t you playa sport? 
. Sports are proven to boost ; 

esteem and improve social skills. 

Which is something you COl 

use. 

And what about all of you viol, 

kids running around trying to h. 

people. 

Why don 't you take out y ~ 

aggression with a nice contact sjXf 

Sports are also beneficial to al l 

you college bound people out we 
because colleges love it when yi 

play a sport. 

So people, now that you know II't 

sports are such an important thing 

play, go out and play them. ----

Listen to me, and don' t confuse u 
word sports with those worthlC' 

sports video garnes. 

I can't stand those people wbri 

only sports experiences involve tho; 

silly sports video games. 

Then they have the nerve to br1 By And 
about how they can "kick your hut' 

at some play station game. 
Whoop Dee 000, who cares, certai ~ 

not me. 

Buthey, can you beat anybody at 

real sport, probably not. 

What is that, you can't. 

I would love to see it if you wei 

to actually try and get off of your b ~ 

and pI a sport. 

"Coach, why didn' t he pass 10 mt 

I'm positive that I pressed the I 

button. 

Anyway, please try and not be 

really big loser. 

Play sports because they can clll 

all of the world's l'roblems . 

So goodbye for now, I' U see y ~ 
next time on the bench. 

So until then I'll be keeping il ni 

and warm for aU of you real play(J' 
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