
Road Show Sitting Bear 
shares history 
By Jen Houlden doing were also punishable. 

and Sarah Pugh Jones said these schools 

"No matter how bad your 

school situation is, you don't 

know how bad it can geL" 

Matthew Sitting Bear Jones, 

member of the Kiowa/Otoe tribe 

of Missouri , told this to a group 

of students in Central's library on 

Feb. 16. Jones said he was a part 

of the last generation subjected 

to the federally administered 

American Indian boarding 

schools, ending in the 1950s. 

"Indian catchers would ride 

around reservations in wagons 

and pick up any children they 

saw," Jones said, "and not tell the 

parents. Often parents would go 

through their lives always won­

dering what happened to their 

child." 

Jones said children near five 

years of age were typically taken 

over 1,000 miles away. Their hair 

was cut and they were given a 

uniform they were required to 

wear at all times. The school was 

administered more like a labor 

camp, with time equally divided 

between school and manual la­

bor in the fields . 

were set up to try to educate the 

"savages" and provide them with 

a proper American Euro-centric 

education. 

"We were given the right, the 

privilige of being American citi­

zens at the cost of our dignity," 

Jones said. "The federal govern­

ment got away with it because 

they are the federal governmenL" 

Jones said thi s unwilling 

separation of the children from 

their parents had a long-term de­

generative effect on the Ameri­

can Indian culture. Because many 

children were raised without the 

innuence of their parents and 

community, as these children 

grew up the proper parenting 

skills were absent from their ex­

perience. They did not know how 

to discipline their children in a 

way other than what they were 

taught, physical punishments. 

Jones and other objectors to 

the boarding school system have 

tried to shut the federal adm inis­

tration of American Indian edu­

cation down . The tribes are now 

running the schools on the reser­

vations , and any child within the 

area is able to attend. Under the 

boarding school s ' administra­

tion , Indian students tested four 

grade levels below their peers. 

Give Bessie, give, baby gotta live ... says 
senior Nadia Blazevich at the 82nd annual Road Show. 
This Student Council act earned many laughs at the stu­
dent matinee. For review, see page 11. 

Jones said the main goal of 

the school was to thoroughly 

Americanize Indian children . 

Only English was allowed to be 

spoken. Those rai sed on the res­

ervation speak ing only th e ir 

tribal language were beaten, 

starved and incarcerated if they 

were heard speaking their own 

language. Any other cultural cus­

toms that the children were seen 

"These are the prices we pay 

for Americanizing ourselves, and 

s ti II we are not regarded as 

Americans," Jones said. "It 's pig­

mentation that makes the differ­

ence." 

Cheers turn to jeers, concern administration 
By Sarah Pugh 

Central security guard Jarvis 

Duncan said he attended the Feb. 9 

home basketball game to stop pro­

fane cheering at the request of the 

administration. According to Ath­

letic Director Paul Pennington, he 

first became aware of the problem 

when an advisor at Lincoln High 

School brought the cheers of the 

Central spectators to his attention. 

"They were saying things like 

'The ref beats his wife,'" Pennington 

said. "It's not funny. Beating a 

woman is never funny." 

Central security guards Mike 

Wharton, Jarvis Duncan and Brenda 

Pope patrolled the game. Charles 

Williams was there for reasons un­

known. 

"A lot of students wanted to be 

unruly," Duncan said. "My presence 

was to alleviate some of that." 

After the Lincoln game, 

Pennington monitored the crowd at 

the next game in Papillion. He then 

called six students into his office 

who he feIt were "leaders" and 

warned them to stop yelling obsceni­

ties. 

"We're not trying to squelch 

school spirit," Gary Thompson, 

Central principal , said . "Good 

healthy noise is great, it's fun, so 

long as it's not derogatory." 

Central students took the warn­

ing literally. 

"We were told not to say any­

thing vulgar or we wouldn ' t be al­

lowed to any other games," senior 

Joel Mueting said. "So at the North 

game some people wrote it on their 

chests." 
Those with the words on their 

chest lifted their shirts for the pho­

tographer. After that, Duncan said 

they were asked to wash it off or 

leave. The students washed their 

chests. 
"We play well in an environ­

ment that is loud," senior and cen­

ter Corey McCune said. "When the 

crowd is loud, it helps us get ener­

gized." 
Junior Dane Foster, with 'ref' 

on his chest, said he wished there 

was a written set of rules distributed 

at the beginning of the year. 

"At the last home game of the 

year they tell us we can't sit in the 

front row and we can't stand," Dane 

said. "Why didn ' t they say that be­

fore I paid $16 for a SA ticket?" 

Pennington said the students 

have been sitting all year and that 

problems only arose during the 

Papillion and North games. 

"They were forewarned ," 

Pennington said. "I spoke with sev­

eral students after the Papillion 

game. I thought they would help me. 

lt's extremely embarrassing to stand 

in front of a crowd, tell someone to 

do things and have them not listen 

to you. It's insubordination." 

Pennington said some of the 

Central fans left the game "with 

hatred in their eyes" directed at him. 

"They need to find a middle 

ground between the two extremes," 

senior Steve Farrington said, "of 

students using profanity and stu­

dents not being allowed to stand." 

According to Nebraska School 

Activities Association, students may 

stand to cheer for a play but must 

then sit down. Pennington said it is 

unfortunate that Central is one of the 

few high schools who enforces the 

rule. 

" I never heard of any sport 

where you can't stand," Duncan 

said . "If they pay to go in, they 

should be able to stand. It wasn' t 

like it was packed or anything." 

Some students said the last 

games were lost because the crowd 

was not allowed to stand and cheer. 

Dane pointed out the Central bas­

ketball team has a better record at 

home than at away games. 

"If no one has noticed," senior 

and team member Brandon Myers 

said, "if the crowd isn't into the 

game, neither are we." 

Both Pennington and Thomp­

son said they want the crowd to en­

joy the games but in a reasonable 

manner. 

"It's a safety issue," Thompson 

said. "I'm not sure people know 

what school spirit is about. People 

who care about how others perceive 

their school don't do these things." 

Pennington agreed. 

"All I'm doing is trying to keep 

Central's image where I think it 

should be," Pennington said. "I want 

kids to have fun reasonably Don't 

embarrass me or Central High." 

~ .". ., . . ,.,................ .......... .......... . .. . . 



Helicopters help police, citizens 
In recent years, Omahans have helplessly watched crime rates s.oar. to 

intolerable levels. Last year, Omaha had 41 homicides, the most thIs city 

has ever had . No change is in sight. City government officials have tried a 

number of different ways to thwart crime, ranging from simply increasing 

the number of police officers to educational programs. However, none of 

these attempts to lower crime have produced a real change. 

Last July, Mayor Hal Daub informed city officials that Omaha had the 

chance to receive three helicopters which were not in use because of mili­

tary downsizing. The helicopters would be used to patrol areas, aid in ~o­

I ice searches and chases and rescue victims. The only costs that the city 

will have to assume are operational. These helicopters cou ld be the crime 

fighting weapon we all have been waiting for. 

An 18 month feasibi lity study done in Lakewood, Calif. showed that the 

city's use of helicopters lowered their crime rate II percent. In the adjoi ning 

cities without heli copters, the crime rate went up 44 percent. In Clayton 

County, Ga. the use of helicopters reduced residential burglary by 30 per­

cent. Since the 1970s, nearby cities of Kansas City, Wichita and Cedar 
/ 

Rapids have all added helicopters to their police departments. / 
A helicopter has a three dimensional view, 35 times the visibility of a L_---1.... ____ ....L ______ ...L. ____ ~~ ... __ ~ ~ 

regular police crui ser and covers IS times more area. Using infrared lights, 

it can be used to view a ground object ten times longer and view areas that 

are not visible from a patrol car such as fenced areas, parks or wooded areas. 

Thi s most definitely wou ld advance the police department's search capa­

bilit ies . 

They could al so be used in rescue situations. In February of last year, a 

12-year-old and a 33-year-old drowned in Carter Lake. Operating helicop­

ters , cou ld have been used to save the lives of these two people. 

The cost for the city to run three helicopters would be approximately 

$400,000 a year. However, si nce 1993, Omaha has spent $2.92 million to 

pay for police pursu it settlements. With helicopters , such dangerous pur­

suits would no longer be necessary. A helicopter could stop a police chase 

before it even occurs. 

With reduced crime, Omahans could save thousands of dollars. Using 

Omaha's 1993 crime statistics, a study was conducted comparing the amount 

of money citizens lost from robberies and burglaries compared to what the 

loss could be if the city made use of helicopters. The study showed that in 

1993, citizens lost $337,298 dollars to robbers. With helicopters, the loss 

could be as low as $33,956, a difference of $343,342 . 

The operational costs to run the donated helicopters could have been 

included in the 1996 budget. However, the city council voted to cut these 

costs from the budget. Yet, there is still time to bring the Omaha Police 

department into the modern age of crime prevention. Mayor Hal Daub said 

that, with the support of four council members, the city will make the heli­

copters operational. What are they waiting for? 

Yes, it is something that the city has never tried before, but if helicopters 

have been successful in surrounding communities, even smaller ones such 

as Cedar Rapids, Iowa and Topeka, Kansas, surely they could be successful 

in the metropolitan city of Omaha. The city council should not be afraid to 

give this program support. It is the criminals of this city who should be 

shaking right now. It is time for the city to get serious about fighting crime 

and make the streets of Omaha safe once again. 

Late start a safer alternative 
During the month of January, students in the Omaha Public School sys­

tem never completed a full five-day school week. Cold temperatures, bliz­

zard-like conditions and icy roads contributed to the weekly absences. While 

students happily rejoiced over this predictable break, frustrated teachers at­

tempted to compensate for the lost classroom time. If the school had insti­

gated a late start on snow days, classroom hours might have been saved. 

On a late start day, the traffic congestion would be reduced. Buses and 

student drivers would be out of the way of workers who commute early in the 

morning. Also, by the time students were on their way to school, the mainte­

nance crews would have a chance to clear the roads. This would reduce the 

risk of possible accidents. Though a late start could never be an absolute rule 

applied to all bad weather days, it could reduce the number of canceled school 
days. 

According to Dr. Gary Bennett, assistant superintendent of OPS, the school 

district has not used the late start policy because they were concerned that 

working parents would not be able to make sure that their kids got to school. 

Bennett was also concerned that the late start would cause communication 
problems, reSUlting in confusion. 

These possible problems could be prevented through careful planning. 

Instead o~ announcing that school was canceled, the district could simply 

replace thIS announcement with a late start notice. Bennett said that busing 

What is your opinion of the flat l s~O 

"I don't like it because already the bud­

get is messed up, and the government 

doesn't want us to have anything," 

- Felicia Me Dougal, senior 

"I think it's bad because it doesn ' t ben­

efit the poor people." 

-Jill Carron, freshman 

"I don' t like it because I am getting 

money back this year, but if we had a flat 

tax, I "'ould get nothing." 

- Susie Lama, senior 
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"It's great because everyhod, !lin 

same percentage, and the rich i !lic 

able to take as many lo o p hole s\\ ~ y ti 

ing their taxes." ; w: 
-Grant Hepburnm. 

"I like it because I plan on b6 

some day, and I don 't want to hal: 

more taxes." 

-LaSonja JohnSO~ 

TI 

could be arranged to meet the needs of students if a late start policy were 

used. Considering the class time that could be saved, a late start instead of a . FR;;i;t;~~~iliJ~~;;-;;;~ii;;;~:_;;;:i::;_:=;:;;:::_h::i:::;::::;_;:;:;;~ 
cancellation would payoff for the school district in the long run. Your Opinions" is a sampling of student opinion. It does not represent 

student body or the staff of The Register. 



not ag ree with what you 

will defend to the death 

to say it. " 

ire, French philosopher 

surf the Net and check 

nt conversations in the 

religion areas, abortion is 

e up. In fact, I'd be wi 11-

is the hottest topic 

on the Net period. 

Iy, it is a very danger­

as well. Dangerous be­

king about abortion can 

in jail. 

nder two weeks ago, both 

Congress passed the Tele­

Act by a whopping 

the President signed it 

has many worthwhile 

will allow communica­

to compete freely 

each other's areas. 

in the telecommuni­

package, though, is 

. olating Com­

ons Decency Act, which 

people voted against and 

by Nebraska's own Jim 

is an apparent act of irre-

I Iii I·.· •.• II ... " : 

sponsibility on both the President 

and Congress' part, but this is noth­

Ing new. 

With this new law, the distri­

bution of ' lewd' graphics, files or 

texts via a computer service such as 

the Internet, America Online or a 

local on-line service is now illegal. 

In addition, discussion of 'lewd' 

topics, including abortion, is also 

illegal. While this law may sound 

like a good idea, it is both unneces­

sary and impossible to enforce. 

Most local on-line services, or 

Bulletin Board Systems (BBS for 

short), require voice verification and 

a photo copy of a person's driver's 

license before allowing access to 

adult areas . 

And large commercial on-line 

services such as Prodigy and 

America Online are already highly 

regulated and even censored to an 

extent. 

On the other hand the Internet 

is a vast, open means of communi­

cation over the modem. You can 

connect to the Internet through one 

of a million places, download an of­

fensive message or graphic without 

any fear of repercussion. 

Whether or not there is a real 

' problem' with offensive material 

on the Internet has been a topic of 

debate unto itself, but it is all a mat­

ter of perspective. 

Even Newt Gingrinch, Speaker 

of the House notes, "I think by of­

fering a very badly thought out and 

a not very productive amendment, 

if anything, that put the debate back 

a step." 

In comparison to everything 

that is available online, there is very 

little pornographic material at all. 

Some would argue that very little is 

still too much. So what 

do you do? 

Congress made it il­

legal. But since when is 

it Congress' job to judge 

what is morally accept­

able or not? 

And making it ille­

gal to discuss abortion is 

just going too far. 

It is possible that this 

law will be questioned 

and that a case cou Id 

make it to the Supreme 

Court where it is possible 

that it could hc ovcr­

turned . Until then, the 

law stays. 

If you find this di s­

tressing, be warned. This 

is not the first time a law 

has been passed that 

clearly violates the first 

amendment. In fact, in 

Florida it is still against 

the law to listen to a 2 

Live Crew.album. 

More recently a bill 

was passed that may very 

soon affect the lives of all 

of us . It is the first step 

in putting ' V-Chips ' in 

the homes of every 

American . 

These chips can 

block out televi s ion 

shows that are deemed 

'inappropriate. ' 

In defense of accusa-

tions that Congress has passed un­

constitutional laws, Gingrich adds , 

" It 's not our job to question whether 

a law is constitutional or not" 

But shouldn't they have an ethi­

cal obligation not to pass a law they 

know is unconstitutional? Accord­

ing to the 14th Amendment, "No 

state shall make or enforce any law 

which shall abridge the privileges 

or immunities of citizens of the 

United States... " 

And maybe it 's just me, but 

when Congress tells me that if, 

heaven forbid, I decide that I'm up­

set about something and use one of 

the 'seven dirty words' or voice my 

opinion about abortion that they can 

fine me for $250,000 andjail me for 

two years, I think my rights arc be­

ing denied . 

Already 67 major organizations 

have joined the Center for Democ­

racy and Technology (CDT) in 

fighting the law. 

Web pages on the Internet were 

turned black in mourning and 

around the country people are sport­

ing blue ribbons in protest. 

And rightfully so. Maybe I'm 

mistaken, but I thought the govern­

ment was supposed to be 'We the 

people, by the people, and for the 

people.' The government is sup­

posed to work for us, not the other 

way around! 

Perhaps you don't use the 

Internet and maybe the law doesn't 

affect you directly, but it is disturb­

ing none the less. 

I will not stand by as Congress 

passes laws that insult anyone that 

believes in freedom or democracy 

or the rights of the individual. 

If you too value your freedom 

of speech, e-mail President Clinton 

at president@whitehouse.gov, call 

him at 202-456-1111. or fax him at 

202-456-2461. 

Personally I am nothing short 

of enraged. I've always known that 

our government was flawed and im­

perfect, but we ' re all human . There 

is no such thing as a perfect gov­

ernment. 

However, I had once held a 

great pride for this nation . In fact, 

we as Americans are so convinced 

that democnicy is such a great sys­

tem that we try to impose it upon 

others . 

But thi s isn ' t a democracy and 

it never will be until the people have 

a voice. I am told that thi s is the 

dawning of a new era of 'decency' 

in government. And I thought the 

days when the Constitution meant 

nothing were far gone. 

J thought that revolutionaries 

like Thomas 1efferson, Abraham 

Lincoln and Martin Luther King had 

shown us the error of our ways . I 

was wrong. 

But the Constitution and all its 

promises are nothing unl ess we 

cherish them and want them more 

than anything. Freedom is not won 

on a battleficld and freedom is not 

doled out by a sheet of paper. 

The people will have freedom 

when they want it so had that they 

can' t live without it. 

But those days are gone. Lost 

in thc annals of hi story, so long ago 

and so far away .. . 

'Administration took their actions too far' 
Dear editor, 
This letter is in response to administration's actions toward the sup­

portive students that attend the basketball games. Many others, along 

with myself, believe the administration took their actions too far in try­

ing to discipline the student supporters. This was especially apparent at 

the home game on February 9 versus North High School. At this game, 

the students were not allowed to sit in the first row. I do not see any 

rational reason for this except to punish the students. I strongly believe 

the administration took away Central's very strong home court advan­

tage. After all, the team's record at home was 6-1 with the only loss 

coming from a close game versus number 3 ranked Lincoln High School. 

Their record away from home is 1-5. The administrations complaints 

come mostly from the student body's "chants." As I have slated to the 

administration, these are the same chants that have been around since I 

started attending basketball gamcs in junior high. Why does the admin­

istration now have a problem with the students? Almost every other 

high school has a section for standing. If it is a district wide rule, then 

every high school should abide by this. In conclusion, I thought high 

school sporting events were supposed to be fun. The administration has 

succeeded in taking yet another enjoyable experience from the student 

body. I sincerely hope this will not further affect a great team's chances 

of qualifying for the state tournament. 

Aaron Champenoy, senior 

'Central has one of the best crowds ever' 
Dear editor, 
This letter is in response to the letter written to the editor by Tanya 

Watzke in the January 31 edition of The Register. First of all, we think 

that Central has one of the best crowds ever for a metro basketball team. 

Second, Millard West did not seem like they took the criticism hard. 

Personally, we" think that we are very supportive and occasionally our 

fans may get out of hand, but it is all in good nature and in support for 

the team, Varsity basketball team memberS" Corey McCune said, "Any 

energy given off from the crowd is transferred to the players and really 

pumps us up!" 

Thank you, 
Nate Keenan, Eric Chartier and Joel Mueting 

In !he "TeacheB talce J;CCood jon • • 0 malte ends meet" story thai appeared In .he Jan. 3 . i .. uc. busine.<., teacher Kathleen 

Laughlin wa.~ IncorTCctly idcDlifkxt as Karen Laughlin. 1111' R~Ri:llu a(X)logI1~ ror tbe error. 

Central Standards 
Do you think that 
Hillary Clinton has 

been lying about 
Whitewater? 

Yes 60% 

No-21% Undecided - 19% 

106 Students Polled 

I 
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New math class hits Central 
By Sarah Pugh 

E=mc what? For those of you 

, who never mastered mathematics, 

calculus may sound daunting. Many 

seniors elect not to take math their 

senior year, and the administration 

is trying to change that. Discrete 

math will be offered in the 96-97 

school year. 
Discrete math is a level below 

calculus and a step above trigonom­

etry. Jim Harrington will be teach­

ing the class. 
"There 's a lot of things that 

could be studied in an advanced al­

gebra or pre-calc class that aren't," 

Harrington said. 
"Permutations, sets and sub 

sets, searching and sorting fields are 

just some of the things we'll be cov­

ering," he said. 

John Waterman, mathematics 

department head, taught the class 

several years ago. When Enrich­

ment math became two class peri­

ods instead of one, Waterman 

stopped teaching it. 

"UNL is now requiring four 

years of math," Harrington said, "so 

there's a lot more interest for the 

class." 

_ According to Gary Thompson, 

Central principal , many parents ex­

pressed a desire this year to have a 

fourth year math class other than 

calculus available for their children. 

"We have a number of students 

not quite academically prepared for 

calculus," Waterman said. "Quite a 

few kids fit in this category, but we 

don ' t want to offer a watered-down 

calculus class." 
Discrete math was the logical 

answer. The response among stu­

dents has been varied. 
"If I had a choice of taking it I 

would have," senior Jeff Baxter 

said. "It's better for the students who 

don ' t want to handle the stress of a 

calculus class." 
Harrington said he is well-pre­

pared for teaching the course as he 

has taught it out at Metropolitan 

Community College . His only 

worry is the number of students he 

will be teaching. 

"I have a funny feeling there's 

going to be more than enough stu­

dents for two sections of the class," 

he said. 

"There's a lot of seniors not tak­

ing any math. This at least pulls 

them back into the math program," 

he said. 

Waterman said scheduling 

hasn't changed as of yet but the new 

class will "definately" affect sched­

ules. 

"It's finding a fit for it," 

Waterman said. 

Youth crime on the rise in Oma~;' 
By Carrie Parrott 

Although crime and violence in Omaha have 

decreased by one percent in the last year, juve­

nile crime has jumped dramatically, with 20 per~ 

cent more juvenile arrests for major crimes ac­

cording to recent crime statistics. 

Recent national crime statistics indicate that 

teenage crime has increased by 16 percent na­

tionwide, with a decrease by 22 percent in adult 

crime. 

Bernice Nared, Central assistant principal, 

said she has not seen the rise in youth crime re­

flected at Central. 

"We have very few cases of violence at Cen­

tral," she said. "In the past four years, we've 

only had two cases of violence, one first semes­

ter this year and one second semester last year." 

Nared said the outburst of violence this year 

required three assistant principals, two security 

guards and a police officer to restrain the stu­

dent, who was "completely out of control." 

"We think we're prepared for any type of 

severe violent act, but that isn't always the case.," 

she said. "We're working to secure the building 

much better, but we don ' t have enough teachers 

to supervise certain areas where we need cover­

age, especially during lunch periods." Nared said 

that if there are students with ideas on how to 

better secure the building, they should stop in 

and talk with an administrator. 

Matt Clouse, sophomore, said that although 

he thinks crime is not that bad in Omaha, he has 

seen the number of fights increase in the past few 

years. 

Class officers select Central crest 

--~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ 

By Morgane du Liege 

How would you picture the graduation an­

nouncements next May? Plain and simple, like 

last year's? Maybe you think they were too flat.. 

Well , the Senior Class Officers agree with you. 

They thought about a way to personal-

ize Central's spirit and leave 

something for the next 

generation. 

After looking 

around at the 

different high 

schools, the 

crest, an orna­

mental device 

used to define 

a group of re­

lated people. 

They decided to 

make one up. 

With Ray 

Sorenson, representative 

from Jostens, the committee 

worked on it through several meet-

ings, giving different ideas of design which were 

submitted to a vote . They finally pulled all of 

those elements together in order to obtain an 

emblem that would symbolize the whole school's 

flavor. 

Artist Marion Orchard, who lives in Min­

nesota, gave the final product shape and form. 

Being the first ones to think about 

a new crest, the Senior Class Of­

ficers are really excited and 

proud of it . 

"It's something 

that future classes 

will look at and 

remember of 

class of 1996," 

Jon Lynch, se­

nior class 

president said. 

They are 

plamung to ex­

tend the use of 

the crest. 

Sorenson 

said Jostens is 

starting a process of 

bringing graduation 

products that will wear the 

Central's symbol. 

According to the Senior Class Offic­

ers, it was a hard work, full of compromises, but 
definitely worth it. 

"Kids have a lot more prohlems ll' md s 
now," said Matt. "Those prohlems 'e bel 

lcrad to violence." lie S 

Greg Warner, sophomore. said ~ Itorin 

teenage violence is often caused b y~ ' stue 
consciously leading their children lO e Tlie 

"Parents often stereotype their ctrlt is 

cause of the way they dress or aci. T~ one l 
that because their teenager has a stuffeilect. . 

he's doing drugs, or that because h e~ unit 
certain way, he's smoking pot. They ~ ~ ) to d 

the opposite of what is true. That's alefit t 

than peer pressure." T~t 
Phil Jonak, freshman , said, "SameUltom 

ents expect too much from their kids 

don't live up to their expectations, 

ers take up a different lifestyle." 



nder new management 

dent of the Month to continue 
onally, most Central students get 

According to Cipperly, Student-of-the­

Month is still in conjunction with NHS, but the 

counseling department has more flexibility to 

meet with the students and the officers of NHS 

to decide who will be chosen from the teacher' s 

nominees . 

meets certain criteria," Blanke said. "Students 

can nominate themselves, but a teacher must fill 

out the form . It's difficult to get Students of the 

Month, but there are perks to being one." 
a daze on the way to and from their 

n that daze, they might notice some­

have never seen before. The candidate must be a good example to 

students in their classes, in the halls, in the caf­

eteria and in the community. The Student of the 

Month is chosen not only by the teachers, but 

also by the officers of NHS and the counseling 

department. 

might notice the Students of the 

ay on the " three" side of the first The Student of the Month became the re­

sponsibility of the guidance center this year. u haven't noticed it before, you might 

is a gap between the months dis­

which no Student of the Month 

The gap begins in February 94-95 

nues to the start of the 95-96 school 

"We make sure it will happen each month," 

Cipperly said. "We wanted it because of the posi­

tive experience of working with different kids. 

We wanted that experience. Sharing the wealth 

is what it's about, giving everyone the same 

chance." 

The perks include one's photo being taken 

and displayed until the next month 's students 

are chosen, a free t-shirt and a free meal certifi­

cate for Perkins on 38 and Dodge streets. 

I Honors Society, or NHS, formerly The guidance department was not in charge 

of Student of the Month when the gap occurred, 

Cipperly said. 

"The gap was unintentional," Blanke said. 

students for Students of the Month. 

, social studies department head and 

sor, said NHS was having troubles 

inees for Student of the Month, 

counseling department helped to pro-

Now, Cipperly is in charge of Student of 

the Month activities. She chooses who the Stu­

dents of the Month will be each month from the 

nominees chosen by teachers. 

"We aimed to continue it. J didn't notice the 

gap but I guess the students do." 

Blanke said the activities of NHS were cut 

back, including Student of the Month because 

the sponsors know the members are very busy. 

nseling department went th~ough 

in the last year and Sharon 

counseling department head, wanted 

the task of Students-of-the-Month. 

According to Blanke, the nominees followed 

the standards that NHS established in order to 

be Student of the Month. 

"It must be a non-member [of NHS) who 

"They have a lot to do," Blanke said . "We 

hold the meetings on call and instead of seek­

ing out community service they tutor, partici­

pate in Honey Sunday and visit Mercy Care 

Center." 

achers work to provide mentors 
I English teachers Terrie 

and Kathy Maloney have 

lesson plan scheduled for 

r. The two teachers 

se lcc ted by the Omaha 

s, or OPS, to create a 

's receipt of an "extern" 

n extern project is an op­

provided to teac hers in 

lop programs which will 

entire school system. 

teachers' ide a for a 

, program originated three 

orf: a new 
at Central 

is teaching position/has 

Endorf is still the head 

the girls' freshman ba's­

and assistant coacti of 

varsity basketball team 

schedule is difticult right 

dorf sa id. "Once my 

season ends and J be­

accustomed to Central, 

an easier workload." 

D<U'~vll'" in Saunders' first 

hour classes and 

s fifth-sixth and eighth 

have Endorf for their 

ts are impressed by 

teaching and his quick 

doing well for a new 

th unfamiliar material," 

ser. a sophomore in 

eighth hour said. 

years ago but just recently recei ved 

admini stration approval. 

"There are a limited number of 

extern projects selected. We' re 

pleased th ey de-

cided ours was a 

worthwhile 

project," Saunders 

said . 

A maximum 

of ten extern 

projects are given 

to teachers in OPS 

each year. Because 

of the limited num­

ber, Saunders and 

Maloney com­

pleted a se ries of 

steps during the ap­

plication process. 

beginning stages. They plan to com­

municate with Central students over 

the course of the semester to hetter 

understand what type of mentoring 

versi ty of Nebraska at Lincoln , is 

now teaching two of Saunders' 

Sophomore Honors English classes 

and two of Maloney's Sophomore 

r 
~ . Th e teache rs 

prepared a written 

abstract describ ing 

the purpose of the 

me nt o r ing pro ­

gram. Saunders and 

Maloney were also 

intervi ewe d by 

John Mc Kie l, As­

sistant Superinten-

Saunders, Endorf and Maloney (I -r) sepa ratly they 
are just three English teachers. Together they form a team work­
ing to provide mentors for Central students . Maloney and 
Saunders expect the program in place for the 96-97 school year. 

dent of Staff Per-

sonne I for OPS, and a four member 

committee. Finall y, the teachers di s­

cussed the idea with Gary Thomp­

son, princ ipal of Central. 

The purpose of the project is to 

match student participants with men­

tors at Cen tral who will help the stu ­

dents grow academ ica ll y and be­

come in volved within the commu­

nit y. 

"We helieve that there are many 

programs in place to he lp students 

with serious academic or soc ial proh­

lems. but we believe there are tal­

ented students at the upper end of the 

spec trum who, for some reason, are 

not ab le to reali ze the ir potential ," 

Maloney sa id. "We want to iden tify 

these students and he lp them over­

come the ohstac les that they may not 

rea li ze ex ist. " 

The mentoring program is in it~ 

would be most beneficial. 

"The projec t does not ha ve 

much shape ye t; it is still evolving." 

Saunders said. "We are making sev­

era l cont ac ts hefore we decide the 

detai Is." 

Exactly who will hl' desi ~ llated 

as a mentor or a "high-achiev in g" 

stuclen t will he determined over the 

next few months. 

"Right now we envision upper 

leve l students, juniors and sen i or~, 

forming a partner relationship with 

a ninth or tenth grade r," Maloney 

said . 

Part of the ex tern project in ­

volves pro vid ing the teachers with a 

full -time suhstitute who takes over 

some o f the teachers' c lasses and 

enahles th e tca c her ~ a daily amount 

of time t(l work on the project. 

Dan I-:: nri orf, a graduate of Un i-

English c lasses while they work on 

their mentoring program . 

The mentoring program will he 

ready for the s tart or the \)6-\) 7 

school year. Saunders and Maloney 

hope the program wi ll he one which 

c(ln he adopted to fit any of the sec · 

ondary schools in OPS. 

"We arc not developing any­

thing spec ifi call y for the Engli sh de­

partment or for Central. Our men­

tor program is designed to pull all 

depart l1lents from all over the ci ty 

together to help the high-achieving 

student s." Ma loney ~a id . 

Saunders and Maloney spend 

pcriods five . six. seven and ninc 

working together. Additionall y. they 

each devote a separate plan peri od 

and time hefore and after SciHHl l 

spccifiea ll y to thc project. 

All-City: . 
years of musiG 

. Feb. 3 marked the passing of 

the 47th annual An-City Music 

Festival. 

Students from every Omaha 

Public School participated in the 

festival. OPS is the only school 

district in the country to assemble 

musical groups from all of its 

schools, 

In years past, the high school 

groups have participated in an all 

day practice the day . before the 

night of the festival . This year, 

however, the all day practices 

were canceled because of cold 

weather on Feb. 2. 

Students grades six through 

12 partkipated in the fe stival. The 

festival had three choirs; elemen­

tary, middle se hool and high 

school; two bands and two orches­

tr as; middle school and high 

school. 

"TheAll-City Music Festival 

offers the younger students an op­

portunity to learn from older stu­

dents and encourages them to con­

tinue participating in music," Ri­

chard Jorgensen. coordinator of 

Music for OPS, said. 

The high school band was se­

lected by audition in early Decem­

ber. Orchestra participants also 

audi tioned, not for selection, but 

rather cha ir placement. The high 

school choir made up of audition­

only singing groups from the 

seven OPS high schools. Ap­

proximately J 62 Central students 

participated. 

Guest conductors for (his 

year's high school groups in­

cluded Quincy C. Hilliard of 

Southwest Louisiana State Uni­

versity, Ernest Richardson, resi­

dent conductor of the Omaha 

Symphony and Robert Morris of 

Macalester College in S1. Paul, 

Minn. 

I 
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Drama Club 

Drama Club had a Val­

entines party and meeting on 

Feb. 14. At the meeting, plans 

for the spring trip to Kansas 

City were d iscussed . The 

dates for the trip are May 18 

and 19. They wi ll go to 

Worlds of Fun on Saturday 

and stay at the Westin Crown 

Centre. Those who choose 

not to go to the park can shop. 

On Sunday, evening they will 

leave for the New Theater 

urant , have dinner, 

watc h the show then go 

home. Drama Club president, 

Kari Hogya, said the trip will 

serve as a way to wrap up the 

year. 

French Club 

Frenc h C lub has be­

tween 130 and 140 members. 

club sponsors one activ­

per month that is orga­

zed by committees picked 

the beginning of the year. 

ording to Beverly 

lman, Foreign Language 

this sys~em works 

very well and erisutes that 

will be some kind . of 

tivity each month. They 

have a mall scavenger 

in Feburary where ev­

will be given a list of 

to find and will have 

buy them. In March the 

will help out at the Cen­

High School auction and 

·attend the Statewide Lan­

Fair at Unive.rsity of 

at Linco ln. In 

can compete in 

ging from impromptu 

speaking to business calcula­

tions. State officers will also 

be elected a t confe rence. 

FBLA is hav ing a bowlathon 

to help Camp Quality of the 

Heartland , a camp for kids 

with cancer. Cam p Quality 

began last summer and is held 

at the Easter seals cam p in 

Milford ehraska. 

F 
Central graduates rock the airwa~e 
By Beth Katz 

Johnny Fever and Ve­

nus Fly trap first made radio 

dee jay ing a hit on the popu­

lar late 70s sitcom "WKRP in 

Cincinnati". 

They showed the public 

that bei ng a radio personality 

simply required a little cha­

ri sma, a wacky attitude and 

The music staff has a ro­

tation, which is a set of 100 

CDs that are fairly new off all 

kinds of different labels, and 

your whole three hours of air 

time is picking from the rota­

tion, except during a request 

slot," An to n said. " I can play 

whatever I want during those. 

There are usually eight re­

quest slots per hour." 

ested and he got me an appli­

cation ," Anton said. "He 

helped me make a tape of my 

voice at the station. I turned 

it into before I left over 

Thanksgiving Break. I came 

back and they called me." 

sporting events for 89 . 1 that it just "fee acey 

WFNM at Franklin and " I n e v e rrt' ~ 

Marshall college in to say," Si gm0: Bras 

Lancaster, Pa. station is non-:'e me 

"When I started, I was I read public 0 Sinl 

doing commentary with a guy nouncements.): their 

who already graduated. He sometimes I d' .ally I 

did the play -by -pl ays," shol\ andreahusici 

some groovy tunes. 

He r fa vo rit e a spect , 

Anton said , was being able to 

play talented bands, espe­

c ia\1y local ones, tha t she 

Sigmo nd said . "Now, we got Sigmond ~ ; or 

switched and he does com- att ending an :" s 10'< 

mentary." meeting earlre"\yac, 

where he plal" n mt 

com ment3f1 ('n Jal 

p lay s from , :d wi 

Twi ns gamerec)rche 

a session ofjou:.lred s 

However, two Central 

graduates have found that 

being a radio OJ requires 

more than just style, it re­

quires a lot of talent. 

Although this is Anton's 

first time as a radio host, 

Anton said she is already en­

knows of and to or- Sigmond covers a 

joying the benefits 

such as ge t­

Anto n currently hosts 

her own rock show Thursday 

nights from midni ght to 3 

a.m. on 90.7 KJHK at the 

Uni versity of Kansas. Anton 

said she tries to sho wcase 

lesser-known bands which 

she feels deserve airplay. 

ting into ~~------~~~~~~0 

portion of the men 's and all 

of the women ' s basketball 

games, as well as serving as 

technical director for some 

other shows. Sigmond ,:axor 

freshmen do n,: it w. 

a chanCl' to broi. said . 

if he \\ a~ luch lg up 

a ch,ll1cl' to h, jazz 

concert s 
105 

for free 
102 

and expo-
99 

sure to new 

bands. 
96 

"1 ge t .3 

requests all 90 

the tim e 87 

and the sta-

1700 

Treble 
1500 

~C)~ 1300 
'" '" 

1100 o " 

900 Bass 

700 ~ C) ~ 
'" '" 

500 
o " 

Sigmond recently began 

hosting his own sports talk 

show, where he interviews lo­

cal coll e ge a thletes a nd 

coaches. year. .Iong 

H, ·,".\ elcc1ay in 

so i!ll l'rl'~ ,rd li s ~ r 
that thcI de,ido: a pie 

a ch an~e broac.e ntitl 
There are a bunc h of 

bands out there that aren ' t so 

mainstream," Anton said. "I 

give them an outlet. But be­

sides the whole college and 

indie rock sound, you can 

play just about anything in 

rock because the station has 

a huge music library." 

tion has been really receptive. 

The people at the station told 

me I have the perfect radio 

voice," Anton said. " They 

said it's very 'soothing. " , 

them in a good order. 

He said that although he 

loves ha ving hi s own ta lk 

show, it requires far more 

preparation than broadcasting 

sporting events. ball £fames. 
. Gil 

S i ~mond ~, med 
~ . . dUI 

on purSUIng a c~ ? 
. wor 

castln !:' . 

S ~ d ,h a 
I (! ll1o n " 

But with so many bands 

out there, how does one de­

cide which bands to air? 

Anton said she got the 

job when she met a dee jay 

from the station through a 

friend . 

And on to sports 
While Anton spins a 

medley of talented bands, 

Central graduate Mike 

Sigmond is keeping tabs on 

the latest sports reports. 

Sigmond offers play-by­

play accounts of various 

''I'll jump on the Internet 

and go to the sport page and 

read up on the candidates for 

my show," Sigmond said. "I 

like to call the people before 

they come on the show and 

discuss the topic ahead of 

time." 

~ S . Neb 
gran ted ,1 paUle 

h
· . L d J ter: s lp 111 ea efS,L 

. dges 
lows hi m to Jn~:-

·0 to 
affili ate WGAl l h 

ose 
Lancastcr. Pa "I told him I was inter- Sigmond admits 

Central teachers offer helpful hints for AP su c~Jj 
By Carrie Parrott 

Advanced Placement, or AP, 

tests will be given May 6-14, and 

now is the time most Central teach­

ers tell students to start studying. 

But how does one go about 

studying for those difficult stress­

inducers? 

AP English teacher Daniel 

Daly said, "Students started prepar­

ing for the AP Engli sh test the 

minute they walked into the door. 

Anyone who has gone through 

Central's curriculum should have 

success taking the Advanced Place­

ment English test. In fact, the gen­

eral English curriculum at Central 

wi II prepare a person to take the AP 

test." 

Central AP English students 

who choose to take the test take the 

English literature test. 

The test consists of multiple 

choice questions, free response sec­

tions about pieces of verse and prose 

and a free response section that "ad­

dresses a topic and includes works 

you ' ve read in class," Daly said. 

Daly said students who take the 

test should be able to analyze pieces 

of prose and verse intelligently and 

answer questions they are subjected 

to . 

Pat Wallington, AP Biology 

teacher, said students should start 

preparing for AP sc ience tests far 

before the test takes place. 

"Students should start with the 

first unit of the course and do a con­

stant re vicw so thcy arc build ing 

()n to what we have. not just mastcr­

ing onc concept and mov ing on ," 
~ h c said. 

Walli llgtoll ~a iJ \t u dCllt~ in tn ­

l,tccl in t:d,ing the !\ SI shou ld Ill ­

i'Of'lll herearl ~ III the ycar s() ';he C.1l1 

begin working with them. 

She gives these students sample 

essay questions from the test to 

complete so they can find where 

their weaknesses lie, then decide if 

they definitely want to take the 

exam. 

Wallington said that about 10 

people take the AP Biology test each 

year, though last year a record num­

ber of 22 students took the test. 

"The vast majority of students 

earn a three on the test, which earns 

them college credit," she said. AP 

test scores range from one to five, 

five being the highest score pos­

sible. 

"Between 1986 and 1995, 

we've had as few as 17 percent to 

as many as 67 percent of students 

earning the highest grade possible," 

Wallington said. "As few as 68 per­

cent to as many as 100 percent of 

students have earned college credit 

by taking the test." 

Wallington said the test has 

grown increasingly difficult over the 

past few years because "fewer 

schools want to accept it as college 

credit. Schools want you to take 

their classes so they can earn more 

revenue." 

Carol Valdrighi , AP World His­

tory teacher, al so said AP tests have 

grown more difficult in recent years. 

Students in Valdrighi 's class 

who choose to take the exam take 

the AP European History test, which 

can cover any aspect o f European 

hi story from 1450 to the present. 

Valdrighi said studyi ng for AP 

soc ial s tud ies tes ts takes mu ch 

preparat ion. 

""tlldents have to start early," 

Vald righi said . " It's not an in~~r­

nWlllllar-k ta sk if they start earl y 

enough. They can teach themselves 

enough history to pass the test us­

ing a basic textbook." 

The AP European history test 

consists of multiple choice ques­

tions, two free response questions 

and a document-based essay re­

sponse section. Valdrighi said class­

room work also helps students pre­

pare for the test." 
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s yo u' ve see n 

around school. 

t students who 

the Top 40 Hits 

th , this senior 

'ng hits by 

such as Miles 

ohn Co ltrane . 

of jazz has lead 

plishmen ts in 

ic career. 

. 30, Frank per­

the Neb raska 

ic talents to ar­

of music origi ­

"Manteca" by 

spie. T hi s was 

ong with other 

ng the program . 

hi s playing time 

ti on held 

Frank said he enjoyed 

hi s experience with the Jazz 

Orchestra very much. 

" It 's good to play with 

older people who really know 

what they ' re doing," Frank 

said . " You can lea rn a lor 

from them." 

Along with the jazz or­

chestra, Frank has performed 

with the 1994 and 1995 Ne­

braska All-State Jazz Band, 

the Nebraska Jazz Orchestra 

Student Big Band in 1995, 

and the 1994 and 1995 UNO 

All-Star Jazz Band. 

Accordi ng to Frank, All ­

State has been his best musi­

cal experience. 

" All -S ta te is grea t," 

Frank said . ''I'm ab le to work 

with the best jazz music ians 

in the state. 

Frank sa id he e nj oys 

playin g jazz more than a ll 

other s tyles of music. 

" I love jazz," he said. 

" When you improvise you 

use sk ills to express yourself. 

And it's neat." 

Pe te Wilger, Central 

Band director, said he enjoys 

Frank's playing. 

Wilger said . 

Along with hi s concerts, 

Frank has incorporated mu­

sic into hi s everyday life . He 

works at Homer 's music store 

in the Old Market as a sa les 

c lerk , where he is ab le to 

sample as much new jazz mu­

sic as he likes. 

" ) didn't reall y s tart li s­

tenin g to jazz until hi g h 

school," Frank said . He ex­

plain s that he owes Jo hn 

Crawford , forme r Central 

student, thanks for introduc­

ing jazz to him . C rawford 

was in band at Cen tral with 

Frank a nd occasio na ll y, 

Frank played in Crawford 's 

band Shurfine. 

Frank plans on s tudying 

music at the Universi ty o f 

Nebraska at Omaha next fa ll. 

" ) want to major in per­

formance rather than educa­

tion ," Frank said . " It takes a 

certain kind of person to be 

able to teach. ) love playing 

and I don't think my patience 

could hold out." 

Frank's philosophy on 

music is simple. 

r 
~ . 

"Frank is the most tal­

ented musician I've worked 

with in this high school ," 

"Music is good," Frank 

said. " [t's a part of everyone's 

life. Even if you don't play 

it, you have to listen it." 

Frank Brasile gets down and funky with his baritone 
. saxophone during Central's Road Show. 

rmer Central faculty staying active 

iss the exc itement of a 

Even a fter 38 years of 

class was different," 

ral English teacher John 

in reference to hi s re­

spring. 

an, several other staff 

to end their career 

with th e 1994- 1995 

Gaylord E. Moller, the 

'pal of Central for 32 

Gaherty, former jour­

creative writing teacher 

so the "Register" and 

advisor; Gerry Zerse, 

e counselor; Larry 

Hausman, former art and stage crew 

director; Bo b McM ee n, former 

guidance counselor and choir direc­

tor ; and John William s, former 

chemistry teacher, all have mixed 

emotions about the ir recent retire­

ments. 

Although these retirees do not 

arrive at Central early every morn­

ing, they are still very much on the 

go. Each former staff member has 

become involved with new hobbies, 

jobs and community projects. 

Moller has hardly begun to live 

a slow-paced life . He is taking com­

puter instruction courses, an art hi s­

tory course and supervi sing teach­

ers at University of Nebraska. Over 

the summer, Moller and hi s wife 

drove throughout the southwestern 

United States. This summer they are 

taking a cruise to Alaska. Moller 

hopes to further hi s education in the 

future . 

"I hope to take other college 

courses such as music appreciation 

and economics. I have always loved 

school, and I am now able to return 

to my education," Moller said . 

Moller mainly mi sses the 

people of Central. "Central has a 

great s ta ff and great s tudents," 

Moller said. "The disciplinary prob­

lems I miss the least. Those were 

never any fun ." 

The former journalism teacher 

is practicing what he tau g ht. 

Gaherty is on page 22 1 of hi s first 

nove l. He enjoys spend ing three to 

four hours writing every day. He has 

also traveled to Washington D.C. 

and Colorado and plans to vis it Ire­

land thi s summer. 

Gaherty mi sses the together­

ness of Central's faculty and stand­

ing before a c lass, bu t does not fee l 

inclined to return to the fi eld of ed u­

cation at thi s moment. "One thing I 

don ' t miss is the deadlines," Gaherty 

said. " It seemed every time there 

was a snow day, there was a dead­

line." 

Gaherty has kept in touch with 

other Central faculty members, in­

cluding Daniel Daly, English depart­

ment head, Moller and Keenan. 

" I call [Daly] once a week. He 

keeps me informed with what is 

happeni ng at Central. Mr. Keenan 

and I go to breakfast week ly, and I 

have seen Dr. Moller a couple of 

times," Gaherty said . 

Keenan is s till appre he ns ive 

ahout hi s retirement. "Be ing retired 

is like standing on the s ide lines," 

Keenan said . " I never fe lt , for the 

most part, like I was putting in time. 

Except for grading themes, I got a 

kick out o f teac hing," Keenan said . 

For the past s ix months, he has 

become active in the Vete rans of 

Foreign Wars Benson Post and is 

currently working o n a Vie tn am 

memorial for Central graduates who 

lost their lives in battle. He a lso par­

ticipates in the St. Vincent Depaul 

Society a t St. Margare t Mary's 

Church, which is an organi zati on 

that he lps the less fortunaie in the 

communit y. Keenan has spe nt a 

great deal of time redoing hi s house. 

Keenan and hi s wife will he joining 

Gaherty and hi s wi fe on the trir to 

Ireland in August. 

Besides Gahert y, Keenan asso­

c iates with othe r Centra l fac ulty 

members. He plays racquethall with 

junior E ng li s h teac her Jurge n 

Sha wver and spec ia l educa ti on 

teac he rs T im Shipman and T im 

Herbert. 

Zerse has become a full -time 

realtor for the NP Dodge Company. 

In November, she attended the Re­

altors' Convention in Atlanta, Ga. 

She also volunteers as a standard­

ized pa tient for the UNMC and 

spends time with her four grandchil ­

dren . She exercises every morning 

and loves having her own schedule. 

"I miss the students and won­

derful staff of Central, but I don ' t 

miss the structure. I enjoy bei ng my 

own boss and working as little or as 

much as I want," Zerse said . 

A new father-son partnership 

has been formed in the construction 

business . Hausman is working part­

time with hi s son building severa l 

projects aro und Omaha. Hi s crafts­

manship is a lso useful at home; he 

is finishing small projects which 

have acc um u lated for 30 years. 

Hausman doesn ' t mind waking up 

at 8 a.m., which is three hours later 

than when he made the drive to Cen­

tral, but he does miss the daily con­

tact with kids and hi s peers. 

" I will always value the special 

ex per iences I had teaching high 

school students," Hausman said . 

Hausma n int e nd s to visit 

Canada thi s spring and has already 

trave led to Hawaii . " I am able to 

take a vacation when I want. It is 

differe nt th an hav in g a s tand ard 

summer vacati on," Hausman said . 

McM ee n ag re es w ith 

Hausman . He can eas il y do withou t 

the da il y reg imentati on of Central, 

a lth ough a ft er 28 yea rs , he has 

trouhle not working with s tudents 

on a dail y basis . 

He sa id he loves to s tart hi s 

mornings with 50 minutes of walk­

ing. He has been busy with home 

improvement projects and enjoys 

gardenin g. McMeen has taken a 

long trip to the northe rn United 

States and across the border to 

Canada. He has not made any defi­

nite plans for the future, but ajob in 

educati on looks doubtful. 

"I've taken a .year off just to 

relax and regroup. I have no plans 

for other career options at thi s point, 

but I know I will s tay active." 

McMeen said. 
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Automobiles 

Daily necessities in the life of a teen 
By Angela Parks and Laura Richards 

Since the tam ing of horses, humans 

have felt the need for modes of transporta­

tion . Beginning in the 20th century the au­

tomobile has become the most popular form , 

especially in the lives of teens . 

' ''A car is a necessity in a teen-agers' 

life," Stacey Rushton, junior, said. 

Many Central teens feel that without an 

automobile, their life would be much more 

complicated. 

Rebecca Wolfson, senior, said, "Its a 

hassle getting to and from places without a 

car. I hate not having my car anymore." 

Rebecca was in an accident and chooses not 

to pay for her high insurance rates. 

Brandi Crozier, junior, said she likes 

having a car at school because it is conve­

nient. "I don't have to wait around for any­

one, I can just leave." 

Cassy Koziol, junior, said, "I need my 

own car, my schedule is too hectic to plan 

around other people's schedules." 

According to the Department of Trans­

portation, Nebraska had 1,373,000 vehicles 

registered in 1993. 

Teen-agers may feel that havin g a au­

tomohile is a needed fac tor in their lives, 

hut stati stics show they have a slightly higher 

risk in heing involved in an acc ident. 

Rehecca agrees with th e s tati stics , 

"'Ncw drivers let the freedom go to their 

heads, its like having a brand new toy." 

'Teen-agers may drive a lillie bit reck­

lessly, but for the most part, \ feel that we 

drive okay," Lindsey Schul z, senior, said. 

" \ don ' t feci that more experienced drivers 

should fear our driving abilities, it's basi­

cally just a stereo-type." 

"Anyone can get into an accident, it just 

depends if the driver was paying attention 

to the road," Joe Lupo, senior, said. 

In 1992, one death occurred every 13 

minutes and every 14 minutes an injury due 

to automotive accidents, according to the 

National Safety Council. 

Accidents are common occurrence 

from the start of the automohile. According 

to the 1995 Almanac, many accidents oc­

curred due to cars running into horse bug­

gies. 
The automobile was furthered by the 

development of the gasoline engine by 

Daimler and Benz in 1885. By 1891, the 

Panhard et Levassor company created the 

basic frame for the automobile. In 1894, 

brothers Charles E. Duryea and J. Frank 

Duryea built the first successful gasoline car 

in the United States. 

To help prevent injuries while in an ac­

cident, car dealerships recommend that a au­

tomobile should be equipped with air bags. 

According to Dave Robinson, Assistant 

manager at Ratigan Motor, air bags are good 

for protection in head-on collisions. But he 

says air bags do no good when your hit on 

the side. 

Robinson also suggests that cars should 

not be equipped with anti-lock brakes be­

cause they only stop one from skidding side­

ways, not from rolling. He said this winter 

he almost got killed because of the anti-lock 

brakes on his car did not stop his car from 

rolling. 

Hc also recommends for ultimate 

safety that teenagers purchase 

largc or mid-size cars, such 

as a Grand Am , and not 

to purchase light 

trucks and sport 

utility vehicles, 

since they are in­

volved in more 

fatal crashes . 

"Small cars 

are like pop cans on 

wheel s," Robinson 

said. 

He also recommends to purchase a 

four door, because its larger and it cuts the 

insurance rate down by half. 

Mimi Douglas, 1995 Central graduate, 

said, "My mom feels that a larger vehicle is 

safer if I'm ever involved in an accident." 

--
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Buses deC 
ATI 

Teenage Motor Vehicle Deaths 
By Kate King ~ad. 

Some Central students use public transportall'ud t 

means to travel inexpensively. There are also some t ha : ~ e W 

buses a menace to the roads of Omaha. .ge; ! 

Year Male 

1989 4,528 

1990 4,420 

1991 3,891 

1992 3,493 

1993 3,672 

Courtesy of Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 

Female· 

2,158 

1,944 

1,867 

1,713 

1,740 

Total 

6,688 

6,364 

5,760 

5,213 

5,143 

"IfI'm behind a bus, I move around it," Lindsey $(ls Ti( 
senior, said, "If I see one ahead of me, then I change I; " 

I can't stand to be behind buses because they stink.thi1d of 

slow and iliey have to stop all of the time." 

According to Dave Dunlap, planning coordina!l1',Dse! 

Omaha's public bussing system Metro Area Transid;ey. 

there is no law for buses to yield to cars or vice ver>3 rid( 

"It's pretty much 50-50 on who yields to \\ h' hool 

Dunlap said. "It's just defensive driving and conltllOi1 'ng t 

tesy. Some cities in Canada and a few in the Unitd' j rid 

have specific laws which state that cars must yield t (l ~ : wi) 

that come back into traffic after loading or unllladinHth e 

sengers at bus stops. The only law that they, hoth r-.1. ~ 1 vel) 

yellow buses, must follow is stopping at all railro;\d;'ll R. 
ings." shm 

Some students have had the expericnce of riding,.I.nly ) 

whether it is a yellow bus from the Omaha Puh lic S, 
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omobile accidents prevalent among teenagers 
tute for Highway Safety, many 

examples were given by the par­

ents of the victims. 

while going approximately 75 mph. 

Two 16-year-old gi rl s, best 

friends for over II years, were killed 

when the girl driving lost control on 

a winding road while going 75 mph. 

rate for drivers in 1993 was 6 per 

100,000. 

Most teenage motor vehicle 

deaths involve 16 - 19 year-olds, 

but 20 percent involve 13 - 15 

year olds. 

ally responding officers have them 

as we II, reported Setterl u nd . 

Omaha has a city ordinance that 

requires that acc idents are reported. 

Occasionally, on days with a lot of 

accidents, the police department 

makes an announcement that says 

unless there is injury to anyone, it 

is not necessary to involve the po­

lice. 

One 16-year-old boy died 

while racing with another teen. 

Facts," this was a 

8 percent since 1975, 

of 8,748 teenagers 

A l6-year-old girl died after 

her truck went off the road a little 

and then she overreacted. Her 

mother said the pickup "did a 360, 

kind of got airborne, enough up off 

the road to tilt over, and it hit the 

telephone pole." 

According to "Fatality Facts," 

in 1993, 27 percent of teenage driv­

ers that were killed at the wheel had 

blood-alcohol level of 0.1 0 or above. 

Forty-three percent of motor 

vehicle crash deaths were drivers of 

passenger vehicles in 1993. 

There are s teps reco m­

mended by Traffic Officer 

Setterlund when you are in­

volved in an accident. State law 

requires that anyone's property 

damaged in excess of $500 must 

be reported within 10 days to 

Lincoln. The forms are available 

in insurance offices and gener-

Officer Setterlund recom ­

mends that individuals also ex­

change all insurance and registra­

tion information to pass on to in­

surance companies. 

have car accidents 

In a pamphlet 

the Insurance Insti-

A 16-year-old boy died when 

the driver of the car he was riding 

in drank too much and hit a pole 

The male teenage fatality driver 

rate for 1993 was 13 per 100,000 

people. The female teenage fatality 

Future for speed limits uncertain 
By Valerie Newhouse 
How fast do you drive on the interstate? If you 're like most people, it's higher than the posted speed limit. 

Since Congress decided to let states decide their own speed limits', the Nebraska legislature intro­

duced a bill to increase the speed limit. 

According to Mike Hybl, legal counsel to the state legislature's transportation committee, 

the bill is up for debate in late February or early March. 

LB901 was recently ammeded by the committee, according to Hybl. 

The bill would raise the speed limit on the interstate to 75 mph, on two­

lane highways to 60 mph and 60 mph on interstates in Omaha city 

limits. 

LB90 1 also provides a clause stating that the Department of 

Roads can lower the speed limit if they choose. 

Fines for speed ing would be increased for the interstate, and 

the fines for speeding in construction zones would be double that 

elsewhere, Hybl said . 

Central students have mixed feelings about the increase in the 

speed limit. 

Senior Kori Leavitt said, "People are going to go as fast as they 

feel comfortable, regardless of the speed limit." 

Jenette Kyte and Jarod Anderson, seniors, said that the limits 

should raise because drivers already go that fast. 

"I think it's a good idea to raise it [speed limit], but people will abuse it," senior Jon Lynch, 

said. 

n popularity as students age 
. Some of those experiences are good 

majority of the students that ride on 

of the junior high and in-coming 

as freshmen and sophomores. The 

MAT buses has decreased through-

off as they get old enough to drive ,~ ' 

that dropped off of the bus riding 

" said Lindsey. "I had to ride them 

ridden both school and MAT buses. 

because I bought my sister's 1977 

the bus. They were just too blah, es­

with all the wet, dirty s lush that gets 

passenger. They also never washed 

was dirty. I just don ' t like buses." 

has ridden the school buses since 

Now that she is a senior with early 

the bus in the mornings, along with 

brother Brandon, sophomore, and is picked up by her par­

ents in the afternoon. 

"I ride it because it's free and because I don't have my 

own car," Jill said. "My mom and I share the same car. I 

like riding it because I don't have to find parking or come 

to school at seven a.m." 

Jill said that she doesn ' t like riding the bus because it 

can be very late and isn't very an efficient mode of trans­

portation to depend on all of the time. She said that waiting 

in the snow and getting stuck on ice-covered roads is the 

worst 

Still , the buses aren't meant to be a nuisance or hazard 

to traffic , according to Dunlap. The buses go through regu­

lar inspections to ensure they are safe. They must also go 

through specialized inspections for things such as brakes, 

alignment, exhaust systems and transmission. Buses are not 

installed with safety belts, which is a Nebraska state law, 

because they are structurally built for safety in case of an 

accident. 

The bus employees also try to eliminate the problem 

of an occasional rowdy person or two who can pose as a 

safety hazard. Disruptive people are too distractive to the 

driver resulting in . an accident or to the other passengers 

resulting in them missing their stops. 

"We've never had any serious injury, knock on wood," 

Dunlap said. "Drivers go through six weeks of training and 

must have a commercial license from the Department of 

Motor Vehicles before starting those six weeks of training. 

That insures that they will be able to pass the tests and we 

won't waste our time weeding them out. After completing 

the classes, they take three tests that are above and beyond 

the regular [commercial license] test." 

Lindsey said that she's never seen any real harm done 

by buses in traffic except making car drivers mad. She said 

that buses seem safe to her, but she would feel more com­

fortable having optional seat belts. Lindsey said that the 

companies should also replace the seat cushions more of­

ten or make them of a more durable material. Doing that 

would make passengers more comfortable on their rides. 

She also said that they should lengthen the time that buses 

run on the weekends so that people that need to use the bus 

can. 
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AROUND OMAHA:THE ALPINE I~;:':":: 
By fen Houlden 

Squinting as I walked into the 

diml y lit restaurant. all I could see 

was a long bar and a pool table with 

people loung ing aga inst both. Mov­

ing further into the room, there was 

a huge family seated at a long table 

agai nst the back wall. They seemed 

to be quite content in thi s somewhat 

odd ly scented room. The scent per­

vad in g th e entire es tablishment 

wasn' t a necessarily foul one, but 

very irkin g. L ike o ld co uc he s , 

lemon scented 1100r wax and fried 

foods. the smell st uck in my nose, 

creat ing a ve ry ruzzled look on my 

fa ce. drawing stares from the fam­

ily aga inst the hack wall. 

I was an obvious city gi rl in thi s 

very hom ey restaurant/bar/loca ls 

hangout. I think the reason for my 

non-homogeneit y with the locals 

was from my hefudd led staring at 

the menu on the wall that said " Iiver­

gizzards mix-$5.9S." I guess inter­

nal organs arc a good thing. 1 do n' t 

think I could stomach that stuff, but 

to each the ir own . 

10405 Cal ho un 

Road, the Alpine 

Inn has been ru­

mored to feed most 

of the loca l rac­

coons, ca ts a nd 

other vermin . 

I began to wi sh I had n' t eaten 

in days so whatever 1 ate, regard ­

less of the quality, would be per­

ce ived by my tongue as delicious. I 

decided a beverage would be pleas­

ant. At the Alpine Inn , they have 

both Coke and Pepsi, which is a cola 

choice I am usually not presented 

with, and I was absolutely thrilled 

at the opportunity. I ordered a Coke, 

which came in a can, accompanied 

hy a quaint little glass, so I wouldn't 

have to trouble mysel f to drink di­

rectly out of the can. 

I sea ted my ­

se lf nex t to th e 

wi ndow facing the 

hack of the restau­

rant , hoping to see 

a little hit of wild ­

I i f..!. The wai tress 

at the next table 

murmured some­

thin g about there 

usua ll y bein g 

abo ut 30 raccoons, 

but there bei ng too 

much snow. But a 

little wi ldlife I did 

see - na mely, a 

ta il ess cat rum ­

ma g in g through 

th e o ld c hick e n 

bones on a ledge 

next to the window 

and some very col ­

orfu l bird s. My 

more knowledge­

able companion 

informed me that 

The Alpine Inn offers an assortment of food and a warm and homey atm o~ p l1 er e \ HOl 

Located o ut in the north 

woodsy area o ut s ide Omaha, a t 

they were cardinals, woodpeckers 

and bluejays-who, she also in­

formed me, are mean. 

I decided that potato wedges 

sounded more appetizing than any 

of the various chicken parts they had 

up on the menu. The Alpine Inn's 

specialty seems to be fried chicken 

from the vast quantity of poultry 

piled at all orthe surrounding tables. 

It did look very appetizing, but [ 

chose not to partake of the feathered 

feature. 

In general, my visit to the Al­

pine Inn was entirely enjoyable, 

except for the bathroom hand dry­

ing method. I cannot speak for the 

men's restroom, but the women 's 

has the roll of cloth inside the box 

on the wall which you pull to ex­

tend clean cloth. Besides not being 

sanitarily guaranteed, the cloth is ru-

A Cappella fills the air with IDusic 
By Caroline Foley 

Central Hi gh School's A 

Cappell a choir sang with other lo­

cal choral groups in "Crying for a 

Dream" at Cathedral on Sunday, 

Feb. II. 

"Cry ing for a Dream" is a Can­

tata written by 

Re ne C lau se n . 

According 

Clau se n , 

to 

hi s 

work is an exten­

sio n of Lakota 

Sioux based 

texts . His work 

wa s over 101 

pages long and 

took ap proxi ­

mate ly 45 min ­

utes to perform . 

Bouma, said , "An event like thi s 

takes a lot of preparation . It took us 

about one month to prepare the 

piece. 'Crying for a Dream' was 

only performed once before in the 

United States." 

Charles E. Timble, an active 

formance. 

"The music was really neat and 

very powerful. It took a lot of prepa­

ration , but it was smooth and went 

well," senior Jenny Kucirek said . 

Joe Achelpohl , senior, said 

"The conductor asked a lot of us in 

performing 

the piece, 

but it was 

good to be 

a part of. I 

got to meet 

a bunch of 

really good 

mu sician s 

and see 

th e m per­

form . It 

was a cool 

experi ­

ence." 

Bill 

J a so n 

Hoberman, jun­

ior, sa id , "The 

pi ece was so 

lon g that we 

never sang it 

fully in class." 

The Clarion 

Chamber Cho­

rale, Omaha 

Central A Cappella members perform a Cantata 
at St. Cecilia's Cathedral. 

Mathews, 

tec hni ca l 

director for 

the Cathe­

dral Arts 

Program , 

sa id that 

the goal of 
Public School s 

Mini-Singer Chorus, Dana College 

Chorale and Central's A Cappella 

each individually performed selec­

tions chosen by the direc tor of the 

group in the first part of the pro­

gram. All of the groups coll abo­

rated in the second half of the pro­

gram to sing "Cryi ng for a Dream." 

Central mu s ic teac her, Lyn 

member of the Ogala Sioux tribe, 

narrated the cantata. Timble serves 

on the Nebraska Indian Commission 

and the Nebraska State Historical 

Society. Quotes, such as, "Let us 

put our minds together and see what 

life we will make for our children" 

taken from Chief Eagle, were in­

cluded in Timble's emotional per-

bringing things, such as "Crying for 

a Dream," to the church is to "turn 

Cathedral into an active community 
center." 

The Cathedral Arts Program is 

planning hold a jazz festival in the 

spring. It is also going to perform a 

few plays sometime during the sum­
mer. 

mored to just be a revolving circle, 

and the clean part just the old dirty 

cloth from before. 

The potatoes were delicious, 

and the waitress was more pleasant 

than I would expect Mother Theresa 

to be. The staff al Alpine made me 

feel more comfortable than I do in 

my own home. I must acknowledge 

the signs along the bar whi c h 

amused and delighted me as I 

ngratl 

walked past the ll1 . Thi .'S 82n 
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us! Student Council members Nadia Blazevich, Mary Hill, Jaclyn Diagiacomo, 
uska, Maria Theophilopoulos and Early Bryant crack-up Road Show audiences. 

. ng rendition of 

junior, Karen 

baton. Being the 

first performance 

added a few 

tion is accept­

freshman have 

God knows we 

n, I, as an 

want to apolo­

Council's hi­

mocking of you poor 

. Don't be mad, you 

f Road Shows left to 

·ng. Juniors Mary 

Hayduska, Maria 

,sophomores Jaclyn 

Cara Spoonhauer and 

Bryant and Nadia 

the first roaring laugh­

tinee with their zany 

were ex tremely 

many of the acts. Con­

ghing and even boo­

from many diflerent 

ditorium. Even cas t 

ious acts chattered and 

0\\ n ,K t from the bal -

ng ,hows were <;0 much 

better. I think the crowd had a lot to do 

with it," Mary said. "The kids didn't 

seem like they even wanted to be 

there." 

Many actors had to rush to change 

between acts. Kudos to senior Anna 

Perillo on her swift costume-chang­

ing ability. It seemed like she was in 

every act,. but she al ways managed to 

get back out there one more time with 

exceptions have become excessive. 

This criticism is not directed at those 

performers, but those in charge who 

made so many exceptions. 

A recurring act, The Improv 

Group, seemed to have regurgitated 

their act from last year. This year they 

did break a few unofficial guidelines 

for the act however. Members of any 

group are not supposed to perform 

he Lady 

Steppers ... the 

most rhythmic 

act in road 

show ... got the 

anything of an inappropriate or 

distasteful nature. The unspoken 

rule is fairly vague, but does in­

clude any male pregnancies, ho­

mosexual acts, or mocking of 

any administrators or teachers, 

all of which did occur. 

Senior, Joe Lupo, a member 

of the group, stated that he initi­

ated the decision to break the 

unspoken moral theatrical code 

to "save a dying act," and admits 

that it was a wrong decision. Ac­

cording to Joe, Pegi Georgeson 

audience 

hyped up. 

a new costume on. 

The faces of the performers in 

each act appeared quite familiar from 

the previous acts. After attending a 

Road Show rules meeting earlier in my 

Central career, I was informed that you 

could only be involved in up to three 

separate acts . Although this is still 

stated in the guidelines, this did not 

seem to be accurate. I understand that 

a biasless school production is impos­

sible, but there didn't seem to be even 

an attempt to maintain this rule, and 

there were plenty of exceptions. 

When a performer is involved with 

one act as a main performer and in­

volved with a large performing group 

such as A Cappell a, CHS Singers and 

Porn Squad- or in certa in situa­

tions- al l of the aoove, except ions are 

made because in most c lasses part ici ­

pation in the Road Show is mandatory. 

H,lwcver. when a performer is involved 

in three large groups and four smaller 

ac ts, sometime'> ~ oloing in the .lct, the 

verbally reprimanded him, and 

instructed him not to repeat in­

appropriate acts in any other per­

formance of the show. 

Regardless of any indiscre-

tions of particular acts, the per­

formance was almost entirely a suc­

cess. Seniors Stacey Cody and Col­

leen Cleary performed a startlingly 

heartfelt rendition of "You Left It Up 

to Me" by the Indigo Girls. They were 

accompanied by juniors Sean Baxter 

and Rhaym Keel and senior Sarah 

DeWitt. Lacey Pruitt also sang a 

beautiful song, an original composi­

tion written by her mother, for which 

she also played guitar. 

Chesley Thomas had one of the 

most outstanding acts of the entire 

performance, her modem ballet rou­

tine called Hey Mann [sic] . She is an 

extremely talented dancer, and her ex­

pressiveness in dancing was a delight­

ful addition to the show. Truly im­

pressed by Chesley's act, the crowd 

was si lent as she finished, and ap­

plauded with genuine appreciat ion. 

Congra\Ulation~ to another suc­

cessful performance. All acts added 

sOlllethi ng unique to the !:oho'" and 

could he commended for their tlllle 

and effort 

february 23, 1998 

Vroom! Vroom! The Equalizer makes an 
unsuccessful attempt to pull the Enforcer. 

Monster truck BhDw 

r~,!!6{e8 thrDush Civic 
By Caroline Foley 

The Grand Slam Power Jam sponsored by Z-92 and the U.S. 

'Hot Rod Association provided eager spectators with ear-blow­

. ing engines,fire-breathing monsters and ear-crushing trucks. 

The show not only presented "four tons of bone-crushing 

,steel,'f but attempted to present the many children of the audf; 

ence moral lessons on the power of positive thinking. 

Dinosaurus Rox a 50-foot fire-breathing alien from some 

unknown galaxy, and Malaki , his Merlin-like rival, had an ex~ 

plosive ethical battle. ,',' , , 
.. Forturi'aiely for the rest of humanity, the children of the.au­

diencewer'eable to convince Rox, by screaming in unison, that 

i "youcill~ j beg~d" an((that ~~ we need you". 

'After the battle, Rox thanked Malaki and the 

eliildrenofthe audience. 'The an- nouncer fol-

see 

the power of 

" .,', . 

came from Rhbde IsI~fid 
p3!'lieipate in this supposed na-

.'. 'I< 

to an auditoriiun," Chris said. , , . 

The highlight of the show was when the "Orange CrusMr," 

a car from Omaha, lost its front wheel when pulling the Enforcer. 

The announcer said that "this is the most unbelievable thing 

to happen here in the last few years that this event has been go­

ingon." 
."Basically, I think it is a way for people to waste money to 

build ou trageously stupid trucks and drive them in the dirt," 

Chris said. 
The truck show was not only a night for eardrum-exploding 

engines, but for romance. Rod and Julie Carter chose to have 

their wedding at the Grand Slam Power Jam hecause "Julie likes 

the big trucks. " 
The Grand Slam Power Jam cost $14.50. The next truck 



Rappers' album booms with 'EFI' 
By Jen Houlden 

They want "EFX," and they got 

'em. DAS EFX's new release Hold 

It Down bumps with the same en­

ergy and lyrical style that 

DAS EFX has poured 

into the airways in the 

past. Not generally given 

airplay on any local radio 

stations, DAS EFX has 

gained attention mainly 

through MTV airplay. 

The new album has 

the same amount of self­

branded "Real Hip Hop" 

as you would expect. The 

main selling point of 

DAS EFX's style is that 

they are a rap group, not 

Mr. DAS EFX, the rap­

per. The group's variation 

on style contains more 

than just the different 

rappers switching on and 

off. They use many dif­

ferent styles and varia-

tions on those styles. 

Like one of their songs, DAS 

EFX has maintained their image as 

a "Hardcore Rap Act." Making no 

excuses for their opinions, they blast 

their messages through their lyrics 

directly, or through satiric refer­

ences. Their songs like "40 & a 

Blunt," and "Represent the Real" 

don't disguise their support of mari­

juana, Old English and the like. 

Their references to Colin 

Ferguson, the man who open fired 

and claimed "black rage" as a de-I 

fense, disturbed me a little bit. The 

lyrics, unquotable for language rea­

sons, basically say that Colin ' 

Ferguson was right on I 
in his actions, and 

should be acknowl­

edged, if not admired 

for his actions. 

That attitude 

scares me a bit, and I 

hope the obvious ha­

tred in those lines were 

just a one time thing, 

and not a crusade or 

band motto, because I 

really like DAS EFX's 

new album. If I had to 

discount every band 

who has differing poli­

tics than me, I'd be 

stuck listening to 

Michael Stipe whine 

for the rest of my life­

and nobody would 

want that. 

So if you are looking for a little 

bit of something to bump up your 

system, grab the new DAS EFX's 

album Hold It Down. I t will get 

on a group of people in a subway your system booming. 

HARPERS' MELLOW STYLE ENCHANTS 
By Caroline Foley 

Fight for your Mind, the new 
re lease from Ben 

Harper, is a refresh­

ing innovation in 

popular rock mu­

s ic . Harper 's elo­

quence and mas­

tery of verse domi­

nates every song 

that has not been 

seen in the industry 

since Cat Stevens. 

Fight for your 

Mind, off the Virgin 

label, is a combina­

tion of somewhat 

hard-core and folk 

mu s ic that is not 

only pleasing to lis­

ten to, but interest­

Ing. 

/ hate to say / 

love you, because if 

means fhat /, will 

be with youforever, 

or will sadly say good-bye. / love 

to say / hate you, because it 

means that /, will live my life 

happily without you, or will sadly 
live a lie. 

This excerpt from the song 

"Ground on Down" shows the 

lyrical expertise and emotion that 

can be found in close to every 

song on the album. 

Harper's lyrics deal mainly 

with social issues, most involv­

ing racial equality. However, he 

does not try to change the 

listener's mind. It seems that 

these lyrics were written for his 

own enjoyment, not as a way to 

make money, and their down-to­

band. 

earth nature re­

veals this. 

The cover and 

i.nside photos for , 

Fight for your · 

Mind do not give 

any indication as 

to what the music 

sounds like. The 

band is such an 

odd combination 

of people that their 

music cannot be 

foreseen. From 

the tattooed drum­

mer, to the hippie 

singer, to the fat 

guitarist who has a 

~ str ikin g resem­
n s; blance to Lead 

&;- Belly, Ben 

Harper's music is 

as diverse as the 

Fight for you r Mind is a 

wonderful album, and well worth 

the cost for anyone who desires 

good music without all of the 

mainstream packaging. 
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trip. Allhough it is an 

on for us tee nag­

ildhood it was a tor­

nee for kids and par-

ps with parents and 

meant frayed nerves, 

-

sudden outbursts of anger and utter 

boredom . For my sister and I, be­

ing occupied every single minute of 

the trip was a must. 

Even a simple trip to Kansas 

City required at a large basket full 

of things to do, including coloring 

books, tapes, electronic toys and the 

almighty Etch-A-Sketch . We had 

enough activities to occupy us for a 

week. Months after the trip we 

would always find melted candy and 

crayons between the seats. 

If a ll e lse failed, road s ign and 

lice nse plate games prevailed­

finding the alphabet on s igns, find­

ing all states in the U.S. on the li ­

cense plates of various cars and 

trucks, making faces and hand signs 

at passing semis. 

Oftentimes urgent si tuatio ns 

. took over road trips and added hours 

to the journey. One of these situa­

tions is carsickness. Once when my 

fami ly had eaten breakfast at 

Perkins in K~nsas City I had blue­

berry pancakes, and I was sick the 

entire way home. The lesson I 

learned: blueberry pancakes and car 

rides do not mix. 

Another problem on trips- the 

bathroom situation. Everyone al ­

ways had to go at different times . 

That, combined with drinking pop 

along the way, contributed to infi ­

nite pit stops, each lasting about 15 

minutes depending upon the num­

ber of children in the car. 

The all-prevai lin g question 

while driving, asked every 20 min­

utes, was , "Are we there yet? How 

much longer? What time are we 

going to get there?" My parents 

would say, "On ly an hour left" or 

"Why don't you take a little nap so 

the time will go faster?" or, after the 

question had been asked for the 

tenth time, " I don't know! Just shut 

up and color!" 

Tension is often thick during 

road trips , especia ll y hetween 

adu lts . It was always amusing for 

us kids to watch our parents try to 

control their frustration when they 

were lost. Maps wou ld be scattered 

all over the front seat , my parents 

would be looking for signs, making 

quick turns, yelling . There was al ­

ways a large sigh of relief let out hy 

everyone when our destination was 

finally located. 

Once our family got to the ho­

tel we were s taying in. my dad 

wou ld go into the lobby to check in , 

leavi ng my sister, my poor mother 

and I in the car for 15 minutes . The 

minute he got back we would al­

ways jump out of the car and race 

up to the hotel room , Illy sister and 

I fighting about who got to push the 

buttons on the elevator. 

Once into the roOJll, the first 

order of business was always tojunp 

on the beds until my mother made 

us stop. Then we would turn on the 

televi s ion and check for HBO or 

cartoons. Ulti mately, my parents 

always made us watch CNN . 

Soon, we would begin demand­

ing if we could go sw immin g. 

"Where is the poo)") Can I put on 

my swimsuit yet') When do we ge t 

to swim')" My parents always even­

tually gave in due to sheer fatigue 

and took us down to the pool. The 

pool is quite often the highl ight of a 

chi ld 's trip. Al l else is trivial. Noth­

ing else matters . 

Overal l, road trips can he joy­

ful or painful , depending on how old 

you arc. Much suffering takes place 

inside automohi les during these car 

rides from he ll. If I have ch ildren, 

we're taking a plane. 

CDs use CD-ROM technology 

in one way or another to 

th the latest developments 

hnology, the value of the 

you buy may be greatly 

also include a wide array 

videos, pictures and little­

the art ist. All you need 

feature and a CD-ROM. 

ord companies over the 

come out with " inter­

hanced" CDs, an innova­

to get much more out of 

buy than just music. Soon 

to take any musical CD, 

D-ROM, and discover an 

about the album, the band, 

couldn 't squeeze into that little lyric booklet. 

"The sound quality is really good," Amanda Weiler, jun­

ior, said. ''I'd rather li sten to my computer than my 

stereo." 

In addition to 

cent ly-re leased a lhum that includes the feature is Sarah 

Mclachlan 's The Freedom Sessions. The CD has several 

acoustic versions of songs from her 1995 album, Fumbling 

Towards Ecstasy. The entire first 

, d rather lis- better sound quality, 

the feature provides 

visual programs 

with excellent graph-

track of the CD is 

devoted to com­

puter graphics . 

Mclachlan 's 

program is ten to my 
ics . 

computer 

than my ste-

The recently released 

Stripped, by the Rolling 

Stones, has this feature. A 

long li st of programs con­

sist of interviews with the 

band, an in-concert video of 

their Like a Roiling Stone 

re-make and an acoustic ver­

sion of Wild Horses. 

much more in­

tricate than 

the program 

for Stripped. 

It 's the same idea 

(interviews, cu ts of 

the band or 

Mclachlan prac­

ticing and videos 

reo." 

--Amanda 

Weiler, jun-

lor 

Most of the programs for 

Stripped are more aestheti cally 

pleasing than anything. They in­

clude designs that say "Stripped" or 

"The Rolling Stones" using fairly 

intricate graphics. It's cool for about 

five minutes if you want to print 

purpose. 

for severa l songs) 

but her CD seems to have more of a 

some up and hang them on your wall or something. Other 

than the interviews, most of the programs seem pretty tedious. 

The idea of bands using computers to market thei r music 

is not entirely new. Music has been an important component 

in the growth of the Internet. Last year, the band 10,000 Mona 

Lisas released an e ntire album on the Internet over a week 

before the album was released in stores. Forums honoring 

various artists can be found all over the Internet. 

Computer technology is daily becoming more innova­

tive and detailed . Enhanced CDs are jusl another stair-step 

foreshadowing the future of computers and music . 
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Today, high sc hoo l ath letes arc 

not pushed hard enough to succeed 

in their academic lives. 

Sometimes it seems that they 

don ' t understa nd th,lt the reason 

th ey arc goi ng to school is to ge t an 

educat ion, not score a to uchdown . 

Constant slack ing off through­

out hi gh school, not doi ng home­

work and no t car ing aho ut the ir 

grades arc j ust a few reasons that 

they do n' t ge t into the co ll ege they 

wa nt. 

Athle ti c ahilit y is not the onl y 

thing that co ll eges look for when 

rec ruitin g top - no tc h athlet es. 

Grades are one of the mos t impor­

tant part s rec rui te rs look at, and 

some athl e tes are not gelling the 

clue ahout thi s. 

The sad thing is, no one is do­

ing much about it. 

Omaha Public Sc hools' po licy 

for pl ay ing a varsity sport is quite 

lenient towards academics. It states 

that you must have passed at least 

four credits the semester before the 

season of your sport to be e ligible 

to play. 

Thi s is the onl y requirement 

that athletes have to he e ligihle for 

varsi ty play. Doesn' t thi s seem a 

lillie too much of a re laxed po licy'l 

I f you are a god on the hasket­

hall court , who cares whe ther yo u 

are pass ing yo ur Algehra I class, as 

long as yo u arc averaging 25 points 

a game. (That is, i I' you are even 

taking a ma th c lass ahove hasic 
math .) 

G ive n . so me cOJc hes have 

taken it upon themse lves to have 

thei r ow n system of keep ing play­

ers in line with thei r studies. 

" 1 always want to make sure my 

athletes arc in good standi ng in their 

classes." Head Footha ll Coach Joe 

McMenamin said. "Bu t it is rea ll y 

hard to keep track of everyone." 

Toda}. ~ tu dent athletes have it 

ingrained in their heads that as long 

as they can make it on the ficld , 

court or wha tever, i I doesn't mailer 

what they do in the classroom . 

~~ 
MUS1CCEHTER 

2322 South 64th Ave. 

554-01 23 

Alesis Keyboard Clinic 

March 1 at 6:00 pm 

FREE ADMISSION 

guitar strings $ 1,50 a set 
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CENTRAL WRESTLERS 'LACE A TSli--

Wrong. I am sorry, that is the 

incorrect answer. You lose, plain 

and simple. 

By Les Anich 

Four Central wrestlers expec ted a strong finis h at 

the State Tournament, Feb. 15-17 at the Devaney Cen­

ter in Lincoln, after qualifying on Feh. I I at Distri ct A-

3 in Omaha Creighton Prep, Head Coach Gary Ku bik 

said. 

These fo ur wrest lers, better know n as the Four 

Horsemen, are senior Gabe Lawerenee, sophomore Josh 

Buckles, j uniors Ladarius Murry and Vito Agosta. 

"They have a good chance of plac ing for a medal at 

Accordi ng to Vito, v,Te ,IIvi\\\h" 

c lass at District are seeded i I' tile Iv 

Tournament. 

"You have to pl ace In Ii., tllp I . 

quali fy for State," Vito ~aid 

State Tournament RCI,u li, \·lln!. · 

place a t the State Tourn arn l"il. He . 

John Carreon of Mi llard North. iI)·> 

match at 11 9 pounds. 

Vito lost in the semifi nal , bl ad 

Anyone who th in ks that th is is 

the way to go abou t gelling through 

high school rea ll y needs to take a 

look at their prioriti es and ge t them 

straightencd out with quick ness . 

In the past, there have been ath­

le tes at Cen tra l who have rui ned 

their chances of gelling into good 

co ll eges hecause of poor grades. 

.--------------------------------------- -- ----- ~ 

Gett ing caught up in a ll the 

hype of poss ibly play ing co ll ege 

sports can real I y overwhelm a teen­

ager. 

It seems as though these young 

people have not had enough influ­

ence or guida nce in the rig ht di rec­

ti on. 

Thi s responsibil ity should fall 

on the shoulders o f coaches, teach­

ers, administra tors and most impor­

tantly, parent s. 

Bas ica ll y pa rent s are doing a 

good job of keeping most of their 

ki ds on the ri ght path. But when 

you kn ow that your son or daughter 

is interes ted in pl ay in g co llege 

sports, shouldn ' t a lillie ex tra time 

he taken to make sure they are in 

proper standings'l 

Central graduate Ahman Green, 

the hest running back in the state his 

junior and senior years. graduated 

with a G.P.A. above a 3.0 and passed 

all the criteri a for the N.C.A.A. re­

quirements with flying colors. 

He is the prime example of a 

student athlete, not an athlete who 

just goes to schoo l. 

Ahman was not alone in his 

ques t for play ing co llege athleti cs. 

It is a known fac t that hi s mother, 

Glenda SCOII , was a real faetor in 

Ahman st icking to the books. 

"A hm an's whole uphr ing ing 

was huilt on the emphas is o f stress­

ing commitment to what he docs," 

coach McMe nam in sa id. " It d idn' t 

matt er what he dec ided to do as long 

as he put fo rth the effort to get it 

done to the hest o f hi s abilit y." 

Teenage athle tes reall y need 

guida nce, and Ahman is one person 

that Illany can use as a very pos iti ve 

role model in thei r li ves. 

Acco rd in g to coac h 

McMenamin , even though Ahman 

was a star he still worked hard ev­

eryday and never mi ssed prac ti ce, 

and most importantl y always did hi s 

homework. 

Th is just goes to show, i I' you 

want to succeed in athle ti cs, yo u 

Illust first succeed in academ ics . 

All tied Up ... Junior Vito Agosta controls his opponent in 
tournament at Creighton Prep. 

the State Tournament," coach Kubik said . 

Vito is the number one seed at State at 119 pounds. 

He was al so seeded number one coming into District 

competitions. He proved it by pinning his opponent , 

Trevor Sayk of South Sioux C ity. 

"Winning di stri c t was a great feeling. My season 

could 've heen over a coupl e of weeks ago. But instead, 

I' m moving on to the nex t Jcve l," Vito sa id. ''To be hon­

est, I have a good sho t o f winning State thi s year. " 

Last year at the State Tournament . Vito fini shed 
sixth overall in hi s we ight cl ass. 

Gahe. 11 2 pounds, is also the number one seed at 

State. Like Vito, Gabe was seeded first coming into Dis­

tr ict. He defeated Shane All en of Creighton Prep with a 
15-7 score . 

Josh is the number three seed at State. He was 

seeded number three coming into Di stri ct. In hi s fourth 

and fin al match at the meet. Josh pinned Jerry Miller of 
Omaha Bryan. 

" I have the toughest hrac ket at State. Most of them 

have twe nt y-fi ve or so wi ns and onl y a couple losses 

thi S season, but I'm confident of placi ng high at State," 
Josh sa id. 

La(iJrius is the numher two seed at State . 

to Papilion LaVista's Carlos Marllnn l. 

7-7 tie early in the third and fin al r,)lInd II ' 

a point for an escape. Vito led 7 _ ~ carll 

Gabe fini shed in fifth pl:tc'c 1)1 ,. 

Catlin o f Omaha Burke in the filth ·pl,i:. 

pounds with a 6-3 decision . G:lh,' 1,"1 1" 

match to Peter 

Is ha m o f 

Bellevue West, 

8-2. 

L ad a riu s 

and Josh were 

defeated in the 

first round. 

J os h was 

de fea ted by 

Justin Kullman 

o f Mill a rd 

North, 4-2. 

Ladar iu s 

was dere,lIed 

by SCOII Gra­

halll o f Colum­

bus, 5-2. 
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ng Some Air: Nick Rowland, junior, displays his 
prowess on the stairs outside Central's west, or '3 

. Nick, who is considered an interinediate skateboarder, 
y and has been skating for three years. He is one of 

Central skateboarders who skate for fun, and as a sport. 
Central skateboarders can easily be found hanging out 
the downtown courthousg. 
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Basketball100ks up for Districts II#ltl' 'AINITIALL 
By T.]. Brumfield Galen e.xploded ~gainst the E.agles ~ersever . ed and ~anaged a, '~UR; mU"LING 70':) n 

After climbing to a 9-4 record, Bulldogs WIth 27 pomts, 15 .of nme-pomt lead 10 the thIrd. But by . ... ~ 

a five-game winning streak and a whIch game beyond the three-po lOt then Keenan WrIght, " Kenn~ 

third place ranking in state, the Cen- line. The shots were droppmg all McMorrIS and ROb.ert. Shaq 

tral boys basketball team has fallen night for Galen with 67 percent from Jefferson were all SIdell ned for I 

short in four of foul s. I 

the ir las t five 

games. 

Coming 

off a bi g win 

against the once 

second ranked 

Millard South 

Indi a ns, the 

Eag les were 

prepared to face 

Linco ln High at 

home. 

The Eagles 

we re und e­

feated pl ay in g 

in th e No rri s 

gymnasium, but 

Lincoln was the 

hi ghest ranked 

tea m Central 

had played 311 

year. Lincoln , 

a lso a divi sion 

rival, came into 

th e game 

ran.ked seco nd 

in the" state . 

I 
They re- i 

turned to play 

a couple min­

utes in the 

fourth , but 

both Robert 

and Galen 

fouled o ut 

completely. 

Nor t h 

began to pull 

away and 

Central's of­

fense went 

completely . 

cold and 

fai led to score 

in the final 

three minutes 

of the game. 

Fin a I 

score, North 

60, Central 

51. 

Accord-

Ques ti o ns 

were raised 

abo ut whether 

or not the young 

Ce ntra l te am 

could be taken 

se ri ousl y. A win 

agai nst Lincoln 

wo ul d s il e nc e 

th e d o ubt. It 

proved to he a 

great match-up. 

UD Up and awav ... senior Keenan Wright 
gdes up and over opp()nents to get the two point 
bucket. 

ing to Coach 

Behrens, after 

th e ga me 

fru s t rat io ns 

ro se due to 

the four game 

week and 

hard loss. Af­

ter a brief dis­

pute In the 

loc ker room, 

Gal e n was 

suspended for 

th e 

aga in s t 

Bryan. 

Both teams 

have ta len ted 

offenses, yet re ly on defense to win 

games. 

Team scoring leader Galen 

Morrison was held to 13 points on 

the ni ght , but good playoff the 

bench kept the game ti ght through­

out. Turnovers hurt the Eagles and 

in the final seconds Central just 

couldn ' t fi nd the mirac le basket 

needed to win. 

Central lost in a heart-breaker, 

69-67 . 

Despite the loss, the game 

showed Central could play at the 

level of any team in the state . 

Next on the schedule was 

Burke High. 

Any problems the Eagles may 

have had against Lincoln were no 

more . The team racked up 13 steals, 

21 defensive boards, and 3 blocked 

shots to set the defensive tone of the 

evening. 

Departments 

Page 14 From the 

Bench 

Page 15 
Skateboarding 

the fi e ld, 63 percent from three­

point land and 86 percent from the 

line. 

By the time the smoke had 

cleared Central had rotated in 12 of 

thei r players in their 83-66 on-. 

slaught against the Bulldogs. 

The win was enough to im­

press the voters down at the World­

Herald, and Central secured them­

selves a third-place ranking in state . 

The following week Central 

travelled to Papillion to play an un­

derrated Monarch team in a resched­

uled game. 

All ofPapio's losses were close 

games and usually came at the last 

second. 

Against the Monarchs, 

Central's top players found them­

selves riding the bench during the 

fourth quarter as Papillion took the 
lead. 

With twenty seconds left in the 

game and the score tied, Papio 

pulled away for a four-point victory. 

Coach Rick Behrens mentioned sev­

eral tough calls during the game that 

didn ' t go Central's way, but fouls 

were still a problem. 

When the Eagles returned 

home they met up with the Vikings 

of North in an ugly battle. 

Central was called for 46 foul s 

while North was called for 17. The 

Galen showed up at the game 

to cheer the team on, but it wasn' t 

enough for an Eagle victory. 

Earlier in the year Central 

trounced the Bears 68-54, but ac­

cording to Coach Behrens the ex­

ecution wasn't there. 

Central had some oppotunities 

to put the game away in the final 

minute s, but Bryan bested the 

Eagles, 56-53. 

A simi liar incident occured in 

1992 with another player. Accord- . 

ing to coach Behrens, Eddie Smith, 

Central's star player that year, was 

suspended during a loss against 

South but the team came back to 

beat the defending state champions, 

Papillion, to go onto state them­
selves. 

After the tumultous week the . 

Eagles are no longer ranked. But 

coach Behrens said he isn't worried. 

"It's hard to get through any season 

without slumps," he said. 

The final two regular season 

games will be at Millard North and 

Lincoln East followed by the dis­

trict and state tournaments . 

Central's first round opponent 

for the district tournament will 

likely be either Benson High or Lin­
coln East. 

Winning the tournament will 

mean a guaranteed spot at state. 
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Tr and stop her ... four North defen.,. 28, a j 

fin out that semor Nicole Benson is un stOp r ~t on tl 
as she taskes a two point shot. mgarten 
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Finally, the 18dy eagles dropped a heart breaker to 

Feb. t " ~ir final game of the season befQre districts. 
The lady eagles st8rted slow,and by the end of the first 

East pqt up a 28-121ead:" . , 
'.-..1bis . lead ~med tb be enough, alnd when the second 

Central Was playing red hot. 

They ended up holding the s~s to 16 points in 

while scoring 19 for themselves. 

, "We played hard, but we could not get our offense 
half," junior Emily Broom said. "It seems like we always 

first balf and have to play catcb-up in the second half." 

. "We are a second batf team," junior Sarah Deacon said. 
IS not a good thing, althougb we dominate the second half, 
blow the fIrSt half." 

They lady eagles started district play on Feb. 22, and 
to state tournament. 
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