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ping in a little holiday cheer: Seniors Briana Hooi and Andy
esen help the Salvation Army's effort for the needy. Photo by Cathy Moyer.
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Christopher Masters, 20,
nd guilty November 30 of
gree murder for the shooting
Jeremy Drake, former Cen-
flent. Masters was convicted
ing Jeremy October 8, 1992,
ymmiting a kidnapping that
om another youth’s, Jeremy
's, suspicion that Jeremy
new about the theft of his car
peakers.

Jeremy Herman, 18, was
ed November 15 to life in
with no chance of parole,
Py state law is the mandatory
¢ for those involved with a
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kidnapping. Jeremy Herman pleaded
guilty to kidnapping in a plea bargain
for his testimony against Masters.
Jeremy’s body was found
along a hiking trail in Hummel Park
three days after the shooting.
Masters faces life in prison
ora possible death scmcnce HIS final
sentencing hearing
is scheduled for
January 11. Mas-
ters was also found

Masters were sentenced to death,
there is no guarantee thathe would
actually be executed in the electric
chair. He said that there are nu-
merous people on death row and
the last tobe executed was in 1958.
He said that he is somewhat dis-
satisfied with our justice system
and believes
that Nebraska
should either
“enforce the

guilty of use of a f death penalty or
firearm to commit a aware o who getrid of it.”
felony and Kidnap- their friends s
ping. Drak

Mr. Bob he believes
Drake, Jeremy's fa- Masters had the
ther, said he s some- --Mr. Bob potential to kill
what satisfied with 5 and would have
the verdicts but be- RIS eventually
lieves the judicial e ended up kill-
system tends to father Of ing somebody.
carry on m Mr. Drake said
sentencings. He ]ere y ﬂ@lhcdoesnm
said that the whole | Drake think that the
ordeal lasted 14 murder was

months. Mr. Drake said he has “mixed
feelings on capital punishment,” but
believes that Masters and Herman
“should not be an active jiart of soci-
ety.” Mr. Drake said t:at even if

premeditated but believes that
things just got way out of hand.
He said that he believes Herman's
“intention was only to scare Jer-
emy,” to get information out of

By Matthew Truesdell

Several Central clubs are
donating their time to the commu-
nity this holiday season.

Project FREE, Central’s
drug-free youth club, will go carol-
ing this month at Skyline Manor
| retirement home, according to
Michelle Seiter, freshman. “We
think the people at the retirement
home will really enjoy it,” said
Michelle.

Tanya Luken, senior and
Project FREE president, said she
hopes to “bring a lot of joy to many
people who otherwise wouldn’t get
into the Christmas spirit.”

Ms. Sharie Jorgensen,
counselor and sponsor, said that
other clubs from Central would be
invited to go caroling with Project
FREE.

Also caroling this year is
the German National Honor Soci-
ety. Mrs. Heidi Jung, sponsor, said
that GNHS will carol at The Lutheran
Home. Caroling is a tradition for
GNHS. Mrs. Jung said, “We've
been doing that for probably 15 to
20 years.” GNHS also made Christ-
mas cards to send to United States
troops stationed in Somalia, said

| Mrs. Jung.

Central’s creative writing

remy Drake's father ‘satisfied’ with
Herman murder trial

him about the stolen speakers.

Mr. Drake said he holds
them both equally responsible, even
though Masters is the one accused
of firing the shot that killed Jeremy.
He said that it is really upsetting for
him and his family because Jeremy
Herman and Jeremy Drake were
originally friends and that he and
his whole family had been ac-
quainted with Herman. Mr. Drake
said that his life has been changed
drastically. He said the loss of his
son is something he and his family
have to deal with on a daily basis.
He said he has become really “ap-
prehensive” about whohisotherkids
are involved with.

Mr. Drake said through this
whole experience he has become
“aware of the problems that face
society today.” Mr.Drake said his
suggestionto youth to prevent mur-
ders like this again would include
that “teenagers be aware of who
their friends are.” He said he strongly
believes in the relationship between
teenagers and their parents. He be-
lieves it is crucial that parents “stay
in touch with their children” anc
recognize who their friends are anc
what they are currently involved in
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classes answered letters that chil-
dren sentto Santa Claus. The Postal
Service gets letters every year ad-
dressed to Santa and allows organi-
zations to respond to them and send
them back to the children who wrote
them.

Classes have answered let-
ters for six or seven years, according
to Mr. Mike Gaherty, creative writ-
ing teacher.

National Honor Socicty is
considering volunteering at the
Omaha Food Bank or at the Francis
House sometime in December, ac-
cording to Jeff Darst, senior and
NHS president.

DECA members are vol-
unteering toring bells for the Salva-
tion Army. Some members rang
bells in the courtyard during lunch
periods this year. Ms. Alice Bunz,
sponsor, said that their goal is to get
the entire DECA chapter involved
with the Salvation Army and with
community service in general.

DECA also held a blanket
drive for the Salvation Army. Mrs.
Bunz said that both activitics were
held in conjunction with Central’s
Adopt-a-School partner, Scoular
Grain. DECA sent fliers about the
blanket drive to Scoular, and em-
ployees also held a drive.

I
DECA tries |

new format

By Bethany Vesely

Central’s Marketing de-
partmentis attempling to parallel
the National DECA Quizbowl
format with Central’s district |
| DECA Quizbowl. '
g Quizbowl is a competi-
tion for DECA teams to test their |
knowledge and marketing skills |
against other teams on district, E
state and national levels.

AtCentral, each student
on the team answers four ques-
tions in front of an audience in-
stead of in a room with only the
judge. In other schools, the per-
son on the team to press their
buzzer first is presented with the
question.“Callingitateamiskind |
of erroneous because one person |
could answer all the questions,”

said Mrs. Vickie Wiles, market- |
ing teacher. |
Central’s formatallows |
about 17 teams to participate at
one time. The new format was |
developed because of the large
number of people showing inter-
est in DECA.“As interest rises,
we want the national competi-
tion to change, and we will show
| them how ours is done,” said
L Mrs. Wiles.—
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Unsigned articles are the opinion of the Register

In School Suspension in dire
need of drastic reformation

The primary tool which
Central’s administration uses in its
valiant efforts to curb misbehavior
in the school is In School Suspen-
sion, or ISS. During that day, spent
in a room which the administration
admittedly keeps at a considerably
lower temperature than the rest of
the building, that student must first
copy alistofrules, then writc essays
regarding theirmisdoings. Afterthat,
the studentis allowed to work on his
or her studies for the rest of the day.

The administration be-
lieves that this system keeps stu-
dents out of trouble, as they theo-
retically fear the impending days
which would be spent in a closed
room, away from their friends and
classes. Further, this form of pun-
ishment is better than outright sus-
pension in that it keeps the students
in a controlled environment, out of
trouble.

We at the Register believe
that although the premise behind
ISS is good, the practice of it has
become ineffective and requires re-
vision. The largest flaw with the
system involves the recidivism
which ISS fosters. For many stu-
dents, being allowed to spend a day
ortwocatching up with their studies
is far [rom punishment. Further, days
in ISS are considered as excused
abscesses. This offers many students
the chance to legally skip their

classes; again, not exactly punish-
ment.

We concede that in many
cases, outright suspension is an un-
fair punishment for most students.
There should be other options. Per-
haps assigning students to assist in
the custodial duties of the the school
or assigning students to cafeteria
duty would accomplish the discipli-
narian goals the administration much
better. By doing this, the adminis-
tration can still keep students off the
streets and even go further in teach-
ing some responsibility and at the
same time creating for many a more
effective punishment.

Less radical would be to
simply make days spentinISS count
as legitimate absences, forcing those
students who recurrently find them-
selves in room 245 to consider the
ten-day absence rule as another part
of ISS, also increasing its power as
adeterrent.

The fact that the adminis-
tration has resorted to means as re-
actionary as lowering the heat and
forcing students tocopy rules should
be asignal that ISS is not as success-
ful as many would like to make it
appear. It is time that the school
begin looking at other options for
this level of punishment, beyond
simple incarceration. It is time that
the school make a change in another
area which is in desperate need.

Cutting gifted programs
hurts many bright futures

With the shortage of edu-
cational funding, many departments
have cut extras out of programs.
However, the decision as to what is
an “extra” is not easily made, and
sometimes the wrong things are sac-
rificed.

One of the most recent
“luxuries™ that has been cul is the
program for gifted students. This
program has been cut with the inten-
tion of not only saving money, but
of putting students on more of an
equal basis. This is approached with
the attitude that gified students will
excel whether they are helped in a
Separate way or not. and that keep-
ing these students in a mainstream
classroom will aid students with
problems in overcoming their ob-
stacles.

Unfortunately, these ideas
are incorrect. Even gifted students
in the United States rank lower than
those in other countries when tested.
This should prove that aprogram lor
intellectually gifted children are 4
necessity, not a luxury. Students
with outstanding abilities should
have special guidance in order to
make the most of these gifts. Pro-

grams for below-average students
receive extra funding, but the stu-
dents with the most potential are
virtually ignored.

Cuts to programs for the
gifted have been made nationwide,

and in some cases they have been
completely eliminated. In OPS, the
entiredistricthas cut these programs
atallleveis. Thejunior high schools
have lost mostof their honors classes,
including English and science. They
have also lost ten part-time facilita-
tors for talented and gifted students.
Senior highs lost the Academy of
Finance previously offered at the
Career Center, among other things.

Keeping everyone in a
mainstream situation is not a way to
help students getahead—itisonly a
way of chaining gifted students
down,

Peoplencedto think of this
situation inevery aspect. They need
tolook atit from the gifted students’
point of view, They need to put
themselves in the desk of that bored
child. sitting in a classroom with
nothing to do but dream of a time
away fromschool. Children need to
be challenged to be motivated. and
they need to be motivated to be
successful. If officials are worried
about this country’s youth, the an-
swertoending their worries will not
be found by increasing the number
of unmotivated children who do not
enjoy school. Instead. they should
be finding ways of making educa-
tional environments more fun and
the time spentin them more produc-
tive than it is now.
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On violent video games
Congress is angry over
video game violence—angry enough
to legislate about it, some members
say.
Consumers, if they are
wise, will look to neither Congress
nor the video game industry for an
answer to this problem, because
anything Congress does is likely to
be unconstitutional and anything the
industry does will be inadequate.
Let conscientious parents,
employing whatever ratings inspire
their trust, monitor their children’s
rental or purchase of these expen-
sive games. And let the sellers be-
ware.
--Chicago Tribune

On the Boy Scouts

If you thought the Boy
Scouts of America was mostly about
camping, hiking and other such
outdoorsy stuff, you haven’t been
paying attention.

|Editorials) In Brief

the opini _

Lately, it’s been about go-
ing to court over the three Gs—
girls, gays and God. '

This week, the scouts won
a victory on the God front.

TheGirl Scouts of America
decided in October that holding out
against the nation’s increasing di-
versity was fruitless, so they stopped
requiring their members to swearan
oath to God.

The Boy Scouts should
strike their religious tent and do the

same.
--USA Today

On hard core rap

Hard-core rap music is
wildly popular and often reaches
number one on the charts, It is also
the music where women are called
“bitches” and “whores,” and men
murder each other for sport. But
now hard-core rap and other mur-
derous, misogynous music will have
one less radio outlet in New York
City.

Inner City B
which owns several rd
around the country, hs
policy for keeping violex
fanity ofFits airwaves. Iis
sible measure that cift
ought to emulate. .
s Nﬂ fis

to outlaw street gangs, &
not for some fine printini*

acting through public-lor
cials—the right 1o oull#5 ¢
of an group, no matter Mits
some of its members. [

Besides, forhis
wearing of gang colors
nate gangs—or the illicil 44
members—any more I
ing white sheets could h!

the Ku Klux Klan. e
--The Des Moint" &
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Register Your Opinions

Do you think teachers should be allowed to dress in a more casual mar

Yes 799%

Voices

(87 students polled)
No 10%

Undecided ¥

across Central

A

DyChelle Brunt (11)

"Yes, because they have to deal
with children. If they were

more comfortable they could
make their classes livelier.”

Shawn Corbett 9

"Yes, they should be able to
dress how ever they want."

Jono Brandford

"No, it is the profess®

chose, and dressing 17"

the things that goes 1
the job
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en you'd rather spend vacation under a tent of blankets and chairs

Rub’b_e_r-
Soul

' Michelle Chandler

Merry Christmas. Happy
ah. Festive Season. What-
« the winter/holiday season
wes, winter break draws near,
TVONe Wi vacation time
ites the days of leisure and
vities he or she has planned

1CITL.

While American students
countdown the days left until winter
break, vacations are approached in
an entirely different manner inother
parts of the world. While we keep
track of the hours from one break to
the next, the government in other
countries is enforcing leisure time,
encouraging vacations and putting
forth every effort to make citizens’
free time as productive as possible.

Japan is one country that
has begun to work hard at enjoying

freetime. Citizens are now learning

what to do with vacations.

The latest effort consists
of anindoor beach and ski slopes. In
an attempt to persuade workers to
spend more time in leisure, they
have created an entirely man-made
beach, complete withcomputer-gen-
erated waves, a voicano that ex-
plodes every 15 minutes and the
sounds of chirping birds piped in

™ CROSSEIRE

through a sound system—all under
the largest retractable dome in the
world. Another climate-controlled
shelter houses ski slopes that are
covered with a fresh powder of ma-
chine-generated snow each morn-
ing.

In oy opinion, extra vaca-
tion sounds like a fantastic idea.
Being able to plan a trip without
worrying about the weather would
be nice, too. However, the thought
of having to work at enjoying free
time somehow puts adamper on the
idea. This kind of rigid vacation
time takes all of the risk out of
making plans. How many times
have you stayed in on a rainy day
and played games?

When I was younger, my
friends and I would make tents by
draping blankets over furniture when
the weather was inappropriate for
playing outside. We made up plays

and performed them for our parents
and siblings. Some of the most
enjoyable activities we participated
in occurred on days when it seemed
like we had nothing to do. We used
our imaginations. We were cre-
ative. We didn’t say, “Oh, it’s rain-
ing. Let’s grab our skis and head for
the slopes!”

Okay, okay. I don’t want
to end up sounding like my dad,
talking about the “good old days”
when candy bars cost a nickel and
you could get a steak dinner for a
quarter. I just want to make the
point that if these indoor-outdoors
had been around earlier, many things
would be different. Not only would
children lose their ability to chant
the “Rain, Rain, Go Away” song,
but the phrase “save it for a rainy
day” would never have been ut-
tered. Somehow, the phrase, “save
it for aday at the climate-controlled

This Month: The morality of doctor assisted suicide

beach” justdoesn’tconvey the same
idea.

Everyone should know
how to enjoy free time. Itshould be
an inborn human characteristic. It
should not be a learned behavior.
There are many ways to have fun
without creating new environments
and computerizing the ocean. Thope
that we will always be given vaca-
tiontime. Having funis what makes
hard work worth the effort. 1 wish
the Japanese government the best of
luck in fulfilling its vow. I hope that
Japan will become as fun-loving as
the next nation. Ialso hope that after
they find the ability to use spare time
tohave fun, they will keep it forever.
But, for the meantime, I'll be count-
ing down the seconds until my vaca-
tion begins. Let's see here, now.
Where was [? Oh, yeah—518,429
seconds. 518,428 seconds. 518,427
seconds...

David Lawler

OnMonday, December 13, aMichi-
:¢ finally declared the ban on doctor-
suicide unconstitutional. This is the
lor victory in an ongoing struggle by
Kevorkian. Dr. Kevorkian feels that

ssisted suicide is a humanright. How-
¢ state, up till now, felt it was not a
1¢ government has no right to prohibit
vidual from receiving this humanitar-
ice.

The basc right of this service is pro-

by the fourteenth amendment of the
tion which guarantees our right to

liberty. The Michigan judge who presided
over the case declared the ban in conflict with
the fourteenth amendment

ng that it took so long for the ban to
be declared unconstitutional. An individual
has the right to make his or her own choices.
This concept, self-determination, is one of the
main principles this country was founded on.
To go against this principle, undermines our
entire way of life and reinforces the hypocrisy
this country has sunk into.

Despite the legality, the morality of
the issue cannot be denied. If a patient is
terminally ill and wants to die, it is only moral
to let them. They are suffering and want it to
stop. If they wanttolive, letthem. Butdo not
tell them they have to suffer living. It is
immoral, itis unethical, and most importantly

it is unconstitutional.

Assuming that society limits assisted
suicides to seriously ill patients, will it be left
to the individual patient and the doctor to
determine when suicide is appropriate? Sui-
cide today isillegal. Why? Because our expe-
rience with human behavior has led us to
conclude that people who attempt suicide are
not rational. This assumption is reflected in
the fact that, even though suicide is illegal,
people who attempt it and fail are rarely pun-
ished. How do we assure that the seriously ill
patient is making a rational decision? After
all, not all terminally ill patients dec:ide that
they wanttodie. Some fight to the end for life,
even when they are in pain. Presumably, we
donotintend to allow doctor-assisted suicides
for trivial reasons. If not, how do we deter-
mine when a reason is good enough? Do we
limit the practice to terminally ill people in

Chuck Whitten

pain? Why should we distinguish betweéen
people who are terminally ill and in pain from
those who are not terminally ill, but who are
also in pain? If all people in pain are allowed
to take this route, how much pain is required
before suicide is permissible? How do we
measure this pain? How do we assure that the
decision is a product of the pain and not the
undue influence of overburdened relatives,
greedy heirs or even the natural feelings of
guilt on the part of sick persons about the
problems they are creating for their families?
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School Board cuts
Gifted Program for

By Cliff Hicks

“It’s the first major reduc-
tion we've had since the program
was founded in 1978," said Mrs.
Judith Hennig, supervisor of the Tal-
ented and Gifted Department.

For the 1993-1994 year,
$200,000 was cut from the Talented
and Gifted program. Ten part-time
facilitators from the junior highs
were cut this year. These part-time
facilitators were there (o assist stu-
dentsintothe honors programs from
the grade school level.

[college] in four years where her
friends mostly graduated in fourand
half years.”

Ms. Hennig claims that the
preparation her daughter received
from the junior high level was “in-
valuable.” The cutting of honors
programsis “extreme and harmful,”
said Mrs. Hennig.

“We still have programs
like Invent America and Knowl-
edge Masters, but the coordination
is gone,” Mrs. Hennig said.

$200,000 from
1993-94 year

July.

Cuts in the general bud-
gets are also affecting the gifted
programs, such as the cuts 10 the
academy of finance, transportation,
ficld trips, professional conference
attendances, services, supplies,
equipmentand funds for staff devel-
opment.

Mrs. Hennig believes the
loss of these funds has injured the
gifted program a great deal. “How
can we desire to be the first country

in the world in educa-

Mrs. Hennig
believes that the lack of
these facilitators o help
guide students into
preparation for ad-
vanced courses in high
school will hurt their
growth academically.
“Students will lack the
discipline necessary for
the honors and AP
courses,” said Mrs.
Hennig.

Junior high
schools arc moving to
the “middle school
model,” with few or no
honorsor gifted classes.
This extension of
middle schools contin-
ues the tradition of stu-
dents “all having the
same abilitics,” which
Mrs. Hennig says “‘sim-
ply isn’t so0.”

tion, when the first
people we cut funds
from are our gifted?”
said Mrs. Hennig.
Omaha Public
Schools does not re-
ccive any funding for
its gifted program
from the state. Ne-
braskaisthconly state
in the surrounding
six-state area not to.
The gifted program
also docs not receive
any federal dollars.
Mrs. Hennig feels that
the gifted studentsare
“getting the short
end.” .
High schools did
not suffer the same
dictated cuts as the
junior high schools,
but Mrs. Hennig says
that high schools are

The ten facili-
tators cut from the jun-
ior highs were cut along with many
honors classes, in falling in with the
middle school model. Honors En-
glish, honors science, and others
have been cut, the only exception
being honors math.

Earlier last year it was
agreed these cuts needed to be made
by the Board of Education. The de-
cision, which began in the hands of
the teachers, was passed in July of
this year.

Ms. Hennig feels cutling
the gifted programs will be hazard-
ous o the students,

“My daughter graduated
from Central and she got 15 hours of
credit from the AP exams,” Mrs.
Hennig said, “and she graduated

Iirst
Final

Tuesday, January 11: Periods 3, 8, 10

A student’s learning pro-
cess is hindered by “the limitations
of being in a class not up [to] the
student’s level. Students need to be
challengedtokecp them interested,”
said Mrs. Hennig.

A motion was made at the
last Board meeting to reinstate a
facilitatoratone school. The motion
was voted down, which Mrs, Hennig
believes was “because it was only
for one school.” Itis Mrs. Hennig’s
hope that the facilitators will be re-
instated for the 1994-1995 year.

Several parents and stu-
dents spoke outat the meeting about
the cutting of these facilitators and
programs. Nofinal decision hasbeen
made, and it will not be made until

INesvs
Semesltler

Exam Schedule

doing a“paringdown
of staff."

The reduction of staff
could lead to even larger classes,
with fewer classes offered. Unlike
the junior highs, the senior highs are
allowed to decide where the cuts
will be made.

Mrs. Hennig claims the
turnout at the Board meeting has
been “extraordinary.” Many parents
and students have attended to state
their objections.

Mrs. Hennig hopes that
the facilitators will be reinstated if
possible.

She asks parents and stu-
dents to write to the Board, or attend
a meeting if they have input to the
situation. Mrs. Hennig said, “it does
make a difference.”

Il Taboo topics
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abortion not discussed in &

By Elizabeth Kaplan

She said that il quey

“Some topics are not in  upabouthomosexu mm “-_1
the bounds of this Human Growth AIDS, the teacher i !
and Development class, and the  give statistics “withy,
teacher will say so if a topic or their personal view a8
question does not apply to this “I don't :":sthcl
class.” reads rule number sevenof  rule,” said Mn asio
the Human ¢ are
Growth and , " 1by (¢
Development we didn’t have 7
guidelines dis- Sessfi
tibeied to the gag rule, I'm 'isue
students en- 2 shich
rolled in the afraid teachers ‘e
course. ; i “serce

This rule would interject
refers to the . "k o
controversial their personal  J7
topics of abor- AL . " homt
tion and ho- Oplmons In.to i wers
mosexuality their teachzng “test)
which are not ik
& parl o ae --Mrs. Schuler- /s
Human  ‘pani
Growth and Weingarten ligtov
Development y sai

curriculum, according to Mrs. Betty
Schuler-Weingarten, Human
Growth and Development teacher.

“The rule implies two
things,” Mrs. Schuler-Weingarten
said. “The student does have the
right to say the words abortion and
homosexuality, or write it in an
essay, but it is not a part of our
curriculum. We never present or
teston information on homo-sexu-
ality or abortion.”

Mrs. Schuler-Weingarten
said that the rule has been enforced
since the Human Growth and De-
velopment classes were instituted
into the schools. “I was on the
superintendent’s task forcein 1986
to 1987 which worked on the cur-
riculum for the course. There were
so many varying beliefs that no-
body could come to a common
ground as to what should be taught
about the subjects. We decided to
leave it out of the curriculum com-
pletely,” she said.

Mrs. Schuler-Weingarten
also stressed the fact that students
“do not get in trouble for making a
comment in written work on per-
sonal beliefs on these issues or for
using the words in the classroom.”

Tollesfrud, directorolime b
Planned Parenthood. & pref
gagrule “doesn’! makevr, Tk
of factual informationcon 1
sented on the subjccts s
enhance studenis’ une
and also acknowledge
beliefs on the subicct ‘
“PCOP!L are s
that by talking abouther
ity you're promo'ins 'y ya
saying that somecthi=——
doesn’tpromote i, Ms
said. Ms. Tollesfrud alsOUF:
factual information shouAR
sented on abortion. T2
“I think that 1 #Ce
tant that sexual oricntat S
ered because young i@
are confused about theirs
entation might have nows &
to talk about it,” Ms. T
said. s
“People woull Uf
tolerant if they were les®
andthe only way thatcou:
would be if we talked abe-
often. I don't understar
this one area of life wear ¥S
to talk about and dedl

she said.

ash

DECA rings bells an collé
blankets for Salvation Arr

Approximately 40 DECA members
have been doing volunteer work as bell ring-
ers for the Salvation Army. The students de
the bell ringing from 3:00t0 9:00. Mrs. Vicki
Wiles, DECA sponsor. said the students doall
the work on a volunteer basis, and work one to

issues,”

Mrs. Wiles said the bell '
one project that Central does for S¢
whichis an-adopt-a school partner olt
Thisisthe third year that DECA l'.\i»j\‘
been involved with bell ringing for "

oy
[

tion Army.

DECA also plans to hold ¢!
drive whose goal is to get student
and also supply for those in necd &

Wednesday, January 12: Periods 1,4,9

two hour shifts  She also said some of the
students have been creative while they are
working and sing Christnas carols and ring
the bells to tunes.

Thursday January 13: Periods 0,2,5-7

winter season.

Students play at Kellom scb

Approximately 25 jazz band mem-
bers and 12 pom squad members held an
assembly at Kellom elementary school on
November 30. According to Mr. Wilger, jasz
band teacher, the performance was to allow
students to view the performance if they
showed that the had carned the privilege h-_\

Central band, chorus, orchestra
members audition for All-City

Tryouts were held Decemberl and 3
for the All-City band, chorus and orchestra.
The students auditioned to participate in All-

being good. Mr. Wilger said the+
ment included the band playing IV
minutes and also a performance by
squad members. Mr. Wilger i
purpose of the assembly was [0

young students and show them U

City, anannual citywide concert, and for their
chair placement. All-City will take place on

March fifth at 7:30 at the Civie Auditorium. goodcitizen can earn them speci
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Students, teachers tell their tricks

eating: a practice in which some students participate

-abeth Kaplan

I~ names have beenchanged
i c anonymity.

Copying, placing cheat
calculators, prewriting in-
o5, writing chemistry for-
i1« pencil or answers on a
- u1ll methods of cheating

Central students.

Many of these students are
ul intheircheating ventures.
Jent described an instance

she cheated on an algebra
iehth grade and received a

nt for it .

"We were given the test
lihe home and correct and
the 1t the next day,” the
vesuid. *T kept all of the

id then copied them onto

iody. senior, cheated onan
theme her sophomore year.
“hed me to think T would
v e awhole theme inclass,”
il T wrote out the whole
clore the class, took it out
cnded to write for half an
enlwrneditin.” Jody gota
wer theme.
Lynn, junior, also claims

ob Slosburg

Thereisan uninvited guest
home. Heis secretly lurking
orners and halls, poisoning
iily’s lungs. Ms. Lisa Hug,
teacher, is working to kick
nger out of your home and

Radon, a deadly invisible
be found in many buildings
ics in Nebraska. Nebraska
'the highest radon levelsin
ed States. The second lead-
sc of lung cancer next to
2, radon is dangerous.

Ms. Hug, who volunteers
cbraskaRadon Project, said,

to have cheated at various times in
her high school career. “I cheat ev-
ery once in a while,” she said. “I try
not to do it too often in the same
class, though.”

“I think the worst thing I
ever did was to write out half of
an essay test for history before
class. I got a 100 percent on the
paper,” she said.

Another Central junior,
John, described an effective
method of cheating. “Before you
hand in your test paper you look
at other people’s papers to check
youranswers,” Johnsaid. He also
said sometimes if a smart student
whosits in frontof him gets up to
ask a question he “accidentally”
looks al answers on their test.

Robert, junior, said he
once cheated on achemistry test
by writing formulas on his pen-
cil.

Though it often seems that
students whocheatdo not getcaught,
some instances do arise in which a
student is caught by a teacher and
punished for cheating. Robert de-
scribed one such instance.

“When [ was a freshman, |
was writing answers forateston my
desk. The teacher was standing be-

“Radondirectly damages lungcells.”
The Nebraska Radon

Project, sponsored by the Univer-

cells.

sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, is a state-
wide effort to findoutexactly where

1R don directly
damages lung

--Ms. Hug, sci-
ence teacher

hind me talking to a student. She
walked forward and saw me writing
them down. Therefore she gave me
azero on the test and made me crase
the answers,” Robert said.

This occurred right before

parent teacher conferences which
Robert said was “very bad.” “1didn’t
cheat for quite a while,” he said. Tt
was a good lesson.”

Students have various rea-
sons for cheating. These often in-
clude forgetting to do an assign-
ment, being too tired at night to
study due to a job or not feeling
prepared for a test.

the high levels of radon are. Partici-
pating cities in Nebraska are
Chadron, Columbus, Grand Island,
Lincoln, North Platte,
Omaha, Scottsbluff and
Wayne.

A teacher is in
charge ineachofthe above
cities, and a teacher is as-
signed to represent each
school. Ms. Hug is the
Central representative.
She learned about the
project by watching sev-
eral closed-circuit televi-
sion broadcasts informing
her about radon, its dangers and the
various ways to detect its presence.

“Sometimes I know that if
I don’t cheat, I'll screw up really
badly on the test,” Lynn said. "I
know if I studied I could do well on
the test, but sometimes I don't have
time to study.”

Mrs. Bernice Nared, assis-
tant principal, said that no specific
rule oncheating exists in the student
handbook. However guidelines for
teachers on how to handle cheating
and plagiarism are outlined in the
teacher handbook.

“Teachers are allowed to
extract the work, keep the work and
set up a parent conference, or give

Part of the projectinvolves
the incorporation of radon informa-
tion into the classroom. Ms. Hug
passed out 40 testingkits to students
and faculty and has been using itin
her applied chemistry class.

She hopes to see a com-
plete list of the results in January.
Ms. Hug went on to explain that the
EPA standard radon level is 4pCi/
L(picoCuries per liter). She said
that Nebraska's level is significantly
higher because of “uranium depos-
its in the soil.”

Ms. Hug also tested Cen-
tral in two different areas for radon.
When tested in a third floor class-
room, the results were normal. The

the student a zero and not allow
them to make up the work or test,”
Mrs. Nared said.

“Weltry toprevent students
from copying a previous student’s
work by collecting all papers and

not returning them until gradua-
tion,” she said.

Mrs. Carol Valdrighi, his-
tory teacher, feels that cheating is
“unfortunately’ a big problem.

“I wish it wasn't idealistic
to say that they’re only cheating
themselves andinthe long runthey
are only hurting themselves,” she
said. “Cheating isn’t just cheating
yoursell. Cheating hurts the other
students, too. It is insulting to the
teacher and fellow students.

“Itis also the teacher’s re-
sponsibility tomonitor and attempt
to make testing conditions fair,”
Mrs. Valdrighi said. Making two

sets of tests is a way Mrs. Valdrighi
attempits to prevent cheating.

Mrs. Valdrighi said that she
is "loo compassionate” to embar-
rass a student in front ol his or her
peers when she catches the student
cheating. "I usually take their cheat
sheet, give them a zero, and never
forget that they’re a cheater,” she
said.

idon: a dangerous, deadly gas found in much of Nebraska

other test is still at the lab,

For radon levels only
slightly higher than the EPA stan-
dard, Ms. Hug recommends “open-
ing windows more frequently"” or
the installation of a “ceiling fan.”

For levels significantly
higher than the norm, a high-tech
ventilation system may be neces-
sary. The Nebraska Department of
Health will provide individuals with
along-termradon kit free of charge.
Otherwise Mrs. Hug said that radon
kits can be purchased at arca hard-
ware stores “for around $30-40.”

Ms. Hug believes that ra-
don is not something the public is
knowledgeable about.

ounting team ranked fifth in the nation Small elected as District 8 president

Central High honors principles of
iting students, under the direction of
¢ith Bigsby, accounting teacher, are
tly ranked fifth in the nation in the
Collegiate Investment Challenge. The
Collegiate Investment Challenge is a
m that is sponsored by AT&T, Texas
ients, Pontiac, USA Today, Radison
werican Airlines.

This program allows students to get
>din the stock market, where they have
S-on, risk free opportunity to manage
in a three- month competition.

Each team receives $500,000 in

fake money. They thenhave anopportunity to

choose the stocks that interest them and ones
in which they are willing to invest. The
average of the five Central portfolios shows
that they raised their$500,000 to $531,593
allowing them to be currently ranked fifth in
the nation. There are approximately 1400
other high schools and 1500 students who are
participating in this contest. Last year, Mr.
Bigsby and his students from the Academy of
Finance participated in this event and finished
eighth in the country.

On Thursday, December 9, a fire
Pscovered on the second floor by Mrs.
koog, English teacher. during ninth
. Mr. Dan Daly, English department
said that he "heard the fire alarm and
sed it as usual."

He said Mrs. Skoog notified him of

glish teacher puts out fire

the fire. He then got a fire extinguisher, and
astudent pulled the pin while he aimed at the
trash can.

Mr. Daly said he believes the fire
was intentionally set. "Idon't see how the fire
could have been accidental," he said. "It
could have beensmoldering forquite a while."

Kyle Small, junior, was elected Ne-
braska Association of Student Councils Dis-
trict 8 president. He attended the NASC
Student Conference last month at North High
School and ran against six other candidates
for the position.

The District 8 president is respon-
sible for running District 8 meetings. At the

meetings, plans are made for social and com-
munity activities, according to Kyle.

Kyle said that he hopes 1o get Dis-
trict 8 involved with the community more
than it has been in previous years.

This is the second year in a row that
a Central student has been clected District 8
president.

New computer system for students

The business computer lab in room
334 recently received a new LAM computer
networking system that will be available to
business and marketing students.

“Central was the last of the Omaha
Public Schools to get new computers, making
us number one in the technology race,” said
Mr. Bixby, business teacher. “It will give
Central an advantage."”

Mrs. Hansen, Mrs. Wiles and Mr.
Finn, business teachers, are currently being

trained as systems operators for the lab.

“Experience with computers will
make our students more employable and give
them a well rounded background of business
requirements for college.” said Mr. Gaylor,
marketing instructor.

The lab may open the possibility of
more computer classes offered to students.
“We are conducting research to see if there
will be a demand for zero or eleventh hour
classes,” says Mrs. Bunz, marketing teacher.
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Patrlotlsm. is

Centml students show

By Jacob Slosburg

Thesinging of the National
Anthem before Friday night’s bas-
ketball game, the American flag
found in every classroom, ~us
tom of wearing red, white and blue
onthe Fourthof July and the tying of
yellow ribbons around trees during
the Gull War.

Patriotismis as muchapart
of America’s culture as is apple pie
and baseball. Orisit?

It is a fact that patriotic
activities peak during wartime. Do
the citizens of the United States take
their freedom for granted until itis at
risk? What are Americans willing
to sacrifice for their nation? Do
citizens frequently practice patri-
otic activities such as the pledge of
allegiance and the National Anthem?

it still alive?

cials, the pledge of allegiance is
encouraged on the elementary level.
Mr. Mel Clancy, director of elemen-
tary education for the Omaha school
district, said, “It is standard proce-
dure that all teachers are asked to
incorporale patriotism into their
classroom. However, having their
classes say the pledge of allegiance
is not mandatory.”

Mr. Clancy went on to ex-
plain that most of the district’s el-
ementary students, “90 percent,”
engage inreciting the pledge of alle-
giance cach morning to start the
school day. On the high school
level, he said, “Teachers have much
more flexibility.”

According to Mr. Clancy,
an American flag can be found in
every classroom. “There is a stan-

dard equip-
The Pledge--IsIt ment list for
Still Said With P ™% | | each class-
Meaning? r}(:or:. an.d
e | the Ameri-
pledge allegiance can flag is
to the flag of the an item on
United States of this list.”
America and to If a stu-
the republic for dent should
which it stands choose that
one nation under he prefersto
God indivisible not say the
with liberty and pledgeofal-
Justice for all.” le gica]ncc,
Many Mr. Clancy
students can re- said that
member when the “ 1t hoe
pledge of alle- student’s
giance wasrecited wishes are
atthe beginningof upheld.”
each school day. An -
Hand over hearl, | wear your stars and stripes: | other OPS
standingupattheir | oo Shoener, senior, models a official, as-
desks; The ahm‘fc patriotic shirt. Photo by Cathy Sitank -
words were said MO}'E]‘ perinten-
by most clemen- dent Dr.

tary students in the Omaha Public
Schools.

Although the American
flag can be found in every class-
room at Central High School, the
pledge ofallegiance is notsaid at the
high school level other than a brief
part of the reshman curriculum for
students in ROTC classes.

According to OPS offi-

Students

By Julie DeWitt

It’s that time of year. It's
the season of giving and receiving
and being with families. People
everywhere are celebrating this holi-
day season. For many of them it’s
one of the happiest times of the year.

So what is there to be de-
pressed about?

A lot of things, according
to Ron (first name only used to pro-
tectidentity) of the Douglas County
Mental Health Center. “Having no
family, nosocial environment and a
lack of money™ can contribute to
holiday depression, or a heightened
sense of depression during the holi-
days, he said.

Ron said that there are
many different types of people who
are candidates for depression around

Gary Bennett, said, quoting from
his policy handbook, “The pledge of
allegiance to the flag should be
learned by every student and used
onappropriate occasions in the class-
rooms.”

According to Dr. Bennett,
OPS policy does not define “appro-
priate occasions.”

Mr. Bob Reznicek, assis-

‘Have a

the holiday season. “People who
don’t have a vast support system
tend to get depressed during the
holidays,” Ron said. He also said
that a person’s age is not a factor in
depression but that their “socio-eco-
nomic situation” is. He said that
people with little money get de-
pressed “because they can’t buy gifts
for loved ones.”

Alex Yale, junior, said that
one thing people may get depressed
about is that “there are homeless
people outin the cold.” Alex thinks
the best way a person can deal with
depression during the holidays is
the “giving and receiving of gifts.”

Clay Wulf, junior, agrees
that thinking of the poor and home-
less can bring people down during

the hohiday season. “Someone who

S
*
*
*
*
*

UNDECIDED:

326

tant principal at Westside High
School said, “The pledge of alle-
giance is not said on a regular basis
at Westside High School.”

At Marian High School,
however, the story is adifferent one.
Nicolle Hamilton, office aide and
student, said that the pledge of alle-
gianceis saidevery morningineach
classroom. She believes this is true
for all of the parochial schools.

According to a Register
poll, the majority of students feel
that the pledge of allegiance does
not need to be said on the high
school level.

Chris Darst, freshman,
feels that the pledge of allegiance
does not need to be recited each
morning. “Mostofusdon’t remem-
ber it anyway.”

Andrea Wieduwilt, junior,
said, “It's O.K. for little kids to
develop asense of nationalismand I
appreciate the efforts made by edu-
cators in the elementary school, but
it’s too much of a controversial is-
sue in the high school.”

Andrea feels that on the
high school level students can form
their own opinions on the United
States of America.

“There are other ways to
show your patriotism,”
Sara Corbin,

A Piece of Cloth or an
American Symbol?

Flag burning is another
patriotic issue in question. In 1990,
the United States Supreme Court (in

said junior

Holly, Jolly Christmas’

can’t provide a good Christmas for
their family” is a likely candidate
for depression,

the Ikeman vs. United States of
America case) ruled that burning a
flag in protest is legal and a form of
free expression. The decision was
not unanimous but overturned the
Flag Protection Act. Previously, in
1984, the U.S. Supreme Court passed
the Flag Protection Act which
banned burning the flag in protest
when an American flag was burned
atthe Republican National Conven-
tion in Dallas. This decision was
also not unanimous.

Sara said, “I don’t think
you should burn the flag because it
is disrespectful to your country and
offends others’ beliefs.”

may want to live in 1 naiS b8
than the United Staies yieed

not the best country in the /&
live in because of crim: #€
problems with its jstice (%
Heather also said, Ve [(h @HSAEE
States] are a leader m (€ mmi
econom e
d ¥
The National A mhr:‘m‘m &
Congress mude 1 g
Spangled Banner " the Unitc seballte
National Anthemin 193 I.Tfe
is sung before most professie? lh& W
amalcurspomnge\en‘wmhs s
States. 3
i‘ui&*

Jer - It is custom forné*
emy Fenton, adopta
junior, said, M OSt Ofus ?mhc_m;_.'_, o
“Flag burning is don't remem- .r:L;an:' —
aformoffreeex- . evenis.
pression and ber 1t [the though
shouldbelegal.” Z dge o f the ..m\
Jer- pte Uus.’
emy is patriotic ll . ] Anthert
but does not a eglance before
know whetheror events, i
not America is anywa}/- dition i
the best nationin _Chris Darst
the world to live LW 3s1'..
in. feels th
“T've tional A

never lived in any other country so
really have nothing to compare it
10.”

Sarasaidshe likes livingin
the United States because of “free-
dom and democracy.”

Heather Brown, junior,

depressed, according to Kevin
Armstrong, senior. Kevin said that
one thing people may get depressed

Clay said. ’ b i
& eople who don’t I s
thinks that a h
good way to feel have a vast Sup- :l:ees:l ‘a:
better about the i
situation would port SyStem tend :1:1 10'-_'

be to “do char-

to get depressed

more."”

ity events like . . He thinks
ringing bells for durlng the hOll" the best
the Salvation dayS way to
Army.” = deal with
J . D 5 1e 4

Welsh, junior, --Ron’ mental ;'::.ia:](:r;
agrees. ] health worker is 10 “sit
helped deliver down

food to the poor
last year.”

"Basically anyone” can get

and talk
about i,

Ron said that at the root of

has lost some of its patrol
ing.

He said, 1 think1
ing of the National Anthen
sporting events has lost i1
over the years. Now it’s |
of tradition.”

most depression cases dVf
holidays is loneliness. “T'
days, especially Thanksg!"
Christmas, are supposed 0™
ily situation. People begin’
about what they don't h¥
said.

Ron said that the ™
to deal with depression i8I
be around somebody lik¢
and family. Don’tisolat¢!
from others.”

Ron also stres™
people who are or may hee!
pressed stay away from
“Alcohol will make thine
because it's a depressant-

Anyone who %
more information on depie
contact the Douglas C
for Mental Health, 444
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atthew Truesdell

If you have never heard the
» Blazevich around Central be-
it hasn't been from lack of
riunities. Mr. Paul Blazevich
social studies
1er. his son
oc Blazevich
dentteaching

in education from Northwest
uri State University. He was
ed special permission to teach
ntral.

Joe Blazevich said he
ed Lo student teach with one of
est teachers around and that
Ancoln fit that definition.

Joe Blazevich has been no
per (o Central since graduat-
¢has helped coach the Eagle’s
all team for the last five years.
lazevich said he feels at home
ntral because he knows many
> leachers and students due to
vaching.

His student teaching has
‘omplicated by Mr. Lincoln’s
ce fromschool due to surgery.

e

y father tries
to make class

All in the family

amily ties strong at Central High

Joe Blazevich has had to take over
Mr. Lincoln’s classes completely,
preparing and administering mate-
rial. He says it has helped him
because he has torely on himself for
preparation. Although he has an
e X tr a
workload, he
said, “It would
be impossible

r.ClydeLin- . . without other
and Joe mteres“”g teachers for
svich's sister supportand as-
a is a sopho- and S0 do I‘ sistance.”
at Central. “Under
I o e ——]Oe the currentcir-
:vich, a Cen- 2 cumstances,
graduate, is BlazeVlCh I’'m ecstatic
ntly getting with the way
ichelor’s de- he’s been han-

dling Mr. Lincoln’s absence,” said
Paul Blazevich. He said that “a
parent is always apprehensive about
wanting a son or daughter to suc-
ceed,” and he is proud of his son’s
performance. Paul Blazevich said
that his son has worked and studied
extremely hard to make it where he
is.

An added twist in the
Blazevich family circleis that Nadia
is in one of Joe Blazevich’s classes.
“If he can get past her he can teach
anyone,” said Paul Blazevich. Joe
Blazevich said that the first few
weeks having Nadia in class was
difficult but that he’s gotten used to
it now.”

Nadia said that she’s

Brother and sister spats: Nadia Blazevich, sophomore, and Joe Blazevich, student teacher,

laugh over an argument in class.

Photo by Amber Wood.

treated exactly like any other stu-
dent, and that the hardest part of
having her father and brother teach
at Central is that “you always have
aneye onyou.” She says that what-
ever she does during the day has a
good charce of getting back to some-
one in her family.

Joe Blazevich said that his
father influenced him to a certain
degree. “My dad tries to make class
funand I try todothe same,” hesaid.
He said that his father had more of

TOLIDAY,
CASH

an influence on his getting into
coaching thar on his teaching. Paul
Blazevich said that he hopes he has
had an influence on his son. Mr.
Blazevich said that his philosophy
is “to try and help as many students
as possible, and I see Joe doing
that.”

Joe Blazevich said that al-
though “relating to kids is fun” he
doesn’t want to make a career out of
teaching. He wants to go back to
school and get his master’s degree

in administration. He aiso said that
he would like to coach at the college
level, but he is not relying on it as a
career.

According to Nadia hav-
ing family members at school “isn’t
as bad as everyone thinks” and says
that at times it can be very conve-
nient. Joe Blazevich said that hav-
ing family at Central “makes com-
ing here more interesting. Everyone
has stories throughout the day.”

b
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e Need extra cash this holiday season? West Telemarketing has a great way for

you to earn $6.50 per hour* processing incoming telephone orders (no selling):
Don't wait - we have lots of positions with great pay, great benefits and flexible

, schedules available right now!
i start
€ at

gl

50

per hour*

Apply Now!

up to Oq
per hour
premium pay

* Up to $7.50 Per Hour® (including incentives)
« Flexible Day, Evening and Graveyard Shifts

o Paid Training - $6.50 Per Hour*
e Great Benefits Package

'.'-_
102ND STREET

$0TH STREET Eg

$3RD STREET

3311 N. 93rd Street « Omaha, NE 68134 « ph. 571-3200

—

TELEMARKETING CORPORATION
The Most Respected Name In Telemarketing

Monday-Friday, 8:00 2.m.-6:00 p.m.

o Based on temporary wage increase.

| emporary base wage and training increase.

Qualifications: Clear, Distinct Speaking Voice Ability to Type 20 wpm + Good Spelling Skills
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Disruptions downtown affect business3

By Matt Kudlacz

With the heavy focus that
has been placed on the mid-Novem-
ber jaywalking incident involving a
number of Central students, a great
deal of interest has been placed on
the relationship Centralites share
with downtown business owners.

The area most affected by
neighboring students is the Park Fair
Mall, a community comprised of
mostly eateries, located at 201 South
16th Street, during the hours be-
tween 2:30and 5 p.m. when most of
the youths are presumably waiting
for the arrival of the city bus.

Ahme Kuzu, manager of
the Great American Steak and More,
a small restaurant within the mall’s
popular food court, said that his busi-
ness “has a lot of problems from
Central High kids,” adding that *if
they were to stay quiet,” he would
welcome their presence. They “af-
fect our business,” Mr. Kuzu cx-
plained, frightening the clientele
from the ConAgracorporation, who
often visit the mall after school dis-
missal.

Mr. Kuzu maintains that
it is because of the “loud,” disrup-
tive actions of the students that he is
“losing customers™ and gaining a
“bad reputation,” adding that the
attempts at solving the problem are
destined to be unsuccessful,

“Many people are talk-
ing—mayors, city officials, and busi-
nesses—but it's not working,” he
said, saying that the public “cannot
blame ourselves or close our eyes to

Task force formed to clean up image

By Matt Kudlacz

With the growing problem
of teen mischief in the downtown
areaand the resulting disapproval of
the nearby businesses, Central High
has tried to form a task force to help
deal with the situation.

The committee, which is
comprised of Central High staff
members, including principal, Dr.
G.E. Moller, marketing teacher Mr.
Harry Gaylor, Mr. John Keenan,
Englishinstructor,and Keith Bigsby,
head of the business department, a
Central High studentrepresentative,
Kyle Small, junior, spokespersons
from a number of downtown busi-
nesses, leaders from the black com-
munity, representatives from the
Omaha Board of Education, and
Omaha police officers, has had three
meetings since the highly-publicized
Jaywalking incident occurred.

Mr. Harry Gaylor ex-
plained the evolution of the com-
mittee, saying that the intention of
the first, high-attendance meeting
was not Lo create such a council, but
rather to “gather input” and “review
the facts™ of the jaywalking situa-
tion. “A consensus was reached,”
Mr. Gaylor said, “that it was really a
societal problem across the nation.”

He said that Central’s prob-

lems seemed unique only because

b
)
1

the problem.”
Mr. Kuzu warned

that if the disrup-
tions in the mall
continue, busi-
ness may find dif-
ficultiesinselling
their productsand
“payingourrent.”

“About
three o'clock, we
startto have prob-
lems with the
noise in the food
area, s
saidAngela
McGinnis, man-
ager of Popcorn
Plus, “while the
kids are wailing
for the bus.” She
added that a so-
lution could ex-
ist, but it would
have tostart with
the correction of

the “poor

parenting.”
“Oneof

the biggest prob-

Center of activity: The Park Fair Mall, located a 201 South 16 street, is a commor

gathering place for young people after school while waiting for the city bus. Photo by
Amber Wood.

lems we’ve ever
had was a large fight in the mall,”
Rick Hanna, assistant manager of
the Walgreen Drug store in Park
Fair, said, which involved “around
thirty” of the individuals in question
and a number of the mall’s security
guards and resulted in the hospital-
ization of a few individuals, the clos-
ing of the store and a flood of public-
ity.

“Whether the problem is

of the presence of “bad press.” “Fi-
nally,” he said, *a structure for the
group was reached and it was de-
cided that it would be an organiza-
tion focity officials, parents, Omaha
Public School, Central’s neighbors,
teachers and students, in order to
remedy

with Central students is not the is-
sue,” Dan Dannenburg, manager of
Walgreen Drug store, said, saying
the concern should be placed on the
correction of the relationship be-
tween young people and Omaha
merchants, whichis onuneasy terms
“all across town.”

“It’s not so much an every
day problem,” Mr. Dannenburg ex-
plained, claiming that “not all Cen-

poned to the third assembly.

In retrospect, Dr. Moller
characterized his attitude towards
the third gathering as “disap-
pointed,” saying that the greatest
portion of the conference was spent
“rehashing what had happened”

down-
t h e ' : townand
s he image of Central ' s
Lol and the public’s per-  ferent
During ) ) perspec-
the first ception of it has to be  tives” of
meeting, 5 it. Rathe
he ex- Clﬂrl_ﬁed. :han er
plained, ing i
a rough -_Mr- Gay10r :::nbll:g
outline past,” he
oftheat- said that

tempted goals was created to “end
the disrespect” that the youth has for
downtown businesspersons, meet
the “merchants’ concerns™ and per-
haps “set a modei for the rest of the
city.”

With the initial need estab-
lished and recognized by the com-
mittee members, the force was ready
to plant itself upon firm ground and
begin working towards solutions to
the problems presented. However,
as Dr. Moller explained, because of
poor communication and the result-
ing low attendance of the second
meeting, “any realchange” was post-

he had hoped the group would at-
tempt to “prevent a reoccurrence”
or at least “reduce the frequency,”
while “developing a better relation-
ship between businesses, the police,
and students.”

Dr. Moller said that he
thought thata mere “Sto 10 percent”
of the meeting focused on what to do
inthe future. “Finally,” he explained,
“inthe last few minutes of the meet-
ing, the members discussed what
might be done.”

The ideas that Dr. Moller
said were hapharzardly suggested at
the conference’s closing included

tral kids are bad."

“Wehaven’thad any prob-
lems,” Bob (who declined to provid
¢ his last name), manager of The
Cookie Company, said in support of
the students.

Todd Seavers, Little King
employee, said that Little King
doesn't "have any problems," but it
closes "at two-thirty, before they
(the large group of students) get

incorporation of more employment
of Central students in the downtown
area, usage of the area as a site fora
city-wide homecoming parade, the
use of a video camera to single-out
troublesome individuals, the admin-
istering of a school survey concern-
ing student attitudes toward the situ-
ation and businesses in general, the
addition of positive material into the
social studies program and a school
assembly.

In opposition, Mr, Gaylor
failed to see the problems that Dr.
Moller did, saying that the third
meeting has established the group
asan “identifiablealliance™ that may
provide “some growth for the com-
munity.” He continued to say that
the very existence of the committee

here.” However, Mr. Sei\t
plained that it was obviousthi
merchants were having ad
time keeping customers, asC=g
areoften “scared away by the? 3
He concluded thait’
solution, aside fromclosing2*
businesses early, as LittlcK
would be to attempt to senda
people “straight home.”

could help to develop a 17
“relationship between Omat .
Central,” afriendship that has’ 14
strength recently because o 15
press.”
“The images of Cenl® 48
the public’s perception of it
be clarified,” he said. addité]
“being one of the unique schill
the city, understanding “#& 3
important. There's alway |
when youcomminicate, M (]
said, saying that the task f0R
“try” to better the future.
Kyle Small, appoini®g
dent representative, did 1§
ment upon the nature or dired'J
the committee, which had
meeting scheduled for De T
16, 1993. !
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rreal downtown theater ideal for Belches on Couches

Anna Thomas

viewing of 40 years of videotaped

The window stretches be- humanity might affect our futures if
me. Flattened Frito-Lay bags, we sit on our couches and ‘tune-in’
p chairs, and a Mr. Potato Head  to our possibilities rather than ‘tune

LT

rate the space. Some surreal out’.

1 n? NO! I'm at the Omaha Ms. Schmidman disagrees
| i Theatre. with the present move tocensor tele-
l Upon enter-
v he establishment . )
f ¢ Jo Ann an't you tell slime
nidman, head of 2
{agic Theatre and om Teahty? The
¢ rul graduate of . . .
working, [N Assumption is, is that
nest a cl f
pisadty we can't tell the
;] flee cups. ;
e In the center dﬁerenCB'
: ( nu:miw sel‘off __]0 Ann SChITlldman
ire, swimming

<hredded video tape and dotted ~ vision. “Can’t you tell slime from
plastic half-spheres and two reality? The assumption is, is that
um cleaners. The space is bor-  we can’t tell the difference.”
Ihy colossal half-assembled col- Ms. Schmidman thinks that
sandaprojectionscreen. Barsof  if we focused on the vast amount of
ow light slide from the ceiling.  information accumulated on televi-
Down at the Magic Theatre, ~ sion, instead of the violence and sex,
uctions are approached with a  society could witness “a window on

i Jo Ann Schmidman, Sora a whole other life.

4 berlain, Megan Terry, and occa- “Television offers “so
ly others, team up to write, di- much information and insight into . 5
and produce their own plays. human sensibilities,” she said. ngbts! Camera! Belches! Jo Ann Scmidman and Sora Kimberlain

o[ choosing the words to painting The Magic Theatre staff play out a scene from Belches on Couches in full costume. Lighting,

. they do it all. wants their audience to gain some- fiber optm's, and other set elements contribute a major part to the

iff Although often works are thing from the script of the play, but pdeUC[lOI'l S completeness. Photo by Megan Terry.

lies pted from playwrights outside of  they also pride themselves on offer-

ol hcatre, and from around the ingacomplete visual show, in addi-

- cd States, the women toil to pro- tion to the sounds. admitted free. The staffencourages women on the stage.

1l one major production a year, in Ms. Schmidman said that  still get something out of it. people to bring out-of-town guests Erich Christian and Matt

ol h they do all the work. if a person came to the play “with “The audience really to the production to “show off Erickson will be supplying audio

Ilo This year's “big show” is earmuffs and a frontal lobotomy,” writes the show,” said Ms. Omaha’s cultural work, while
led Belches on Couches. there would still be enough visual Schmidman. wealth.” I t's llke no Todd Clark

Lassie, The Young and the action to keep them entertained. Although they craft the All per- video creates
less, The Simpson’s, Jeffrey “It’s like notheatreTknow.  script, everyone sees something  formances begin at other the- subliminal
mer, Madonna, rape, Hostess .. we take special care to design different, all depending on what  7:30, and seating is sound and vi-
balls, QVC . . . everything is every element,” said Ms. type of person they are. limited. Reserva- atrﬁ' I sual elements.
: Schmidman. The Magic Theatre’s tions can be made k After
“Belches projects that a Both Ms. Schmidman and  Belches on Couches will premiere by calling 346- now. the Omaha
ive human leap may result from  Ms. Kimberlain were carefultostress ~ Christmas week, December 27- 1227 between the “JO Ann premiere,
hing’ back at tube,” said Ms. thatBelches issupposedtobe funny. 30. During this time, individuals  hours of 9 a.m. and Belches will
lidman. “We look at how are- They wanttheaudiencetolaugh,but  bringingtwopaying guests willbe 5 p.m., Monday- &_‘_hmldman be touring na-
=l . Friday. tionally,

David The
Brink, Hollie McClay, and Larry Magic Theatre is a non-profit or-
Tarkington will be joining the ganization

MID-CITY JEWELRY
SAVE $ §$ ON

Musical Instruments - Luggage - Gold
Diamonds - Stereos - TVs - VCRs

321 North 16th Street 341-5466

4

It's tough enough o be a teenager. Don't add to your load!

See Planned Parenthood for:
* The Facts of Life = Birth Control
* Private Services » Free Pregnancy Tests

.Facts-of-Lifeline (recorded information)  Dodge Center
+ 558-PLAN 4610 Dodge St., Omaha

_Say potato, you say potahto: The display window to the Magic
heater features lawn chairs, Mr. Potato Head and a big shark caught in a

et. Photo by Cathy Moyer. Pregnancy Helpline + 553-6361 554-1040
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| | Holiday shopping madness!

Deck the malls with crowds and folly;look out, it's a zoo!!!

By Carrie Jacobson

'Tis the season when we
are mauled by malls.

For the many procrastina-
tors and faithful readers alike, I ven-
tured to Oakview, Crossroads and
Westroads malls, and tape recorder
in hand, I braved the crowds, made
an exchange, even saw a few Saint
Nicks.

My journey began at
Oakview, which is all the way out
on 144th and Center. To coin an
adjective, Oakview was zooey. The
first thing I saw as I walked in was,
quite naturally, Santa, but the sec-
ond thing was a, dare I say por-
table?, cash machine! 1 asked a
guard who was conveniently walk-
ing by what this was all about; he
sheepishly admitted that a couple of
cashmachines had temporarily been
added to make cash more readily
available to customers. Eek, the
epitome of commercialization it
seems. If I would’ve been him, I
would’ve lied to me,

So I inevitably stepped
through The Line— you know the
one, the line full of screaming chil-
dren in their Sunday best waiting to
see Santa. [think the parents thought
I was cutting them, although I was
only “tee hee— just passing
through!!”” But who did I see work-
ing the jacked-up Polaroid than
Central’s own Briana Hooi, sport-
ing a green Frosty-the-Snowman
smock. [ had to admit I was curious
to know what one of Santa’s elves
actually does, so when Santa “went
to feed the reindeer— he’ll be back
in half an hour!” I cornered her.

“I’'m not his elf,” she said,
exasperated. “I'm just this girl who
gets paid five bucks an hour to take
these kids’ darn pictures.”

“Santa is an all-cash busi-
ness,” she explained. “Hundreds of
dollars are made an hour. It’s justa
big photo opportunity.” She leaned
in close and whispered, “Ya know,
parents can bring their own cameras
and camcorders. They hit the roof
when they find that out after they

By Joe Breci
"Twas the night before

Christmas and all through the house,
not a creature was stirring because,
well, they were

To buy or not to buy:CD
sampling has the answer

to almost any CD they like , then if
interested, buy.

An employee of Twisters

said that because of the listening

station “our

all out getting
thosecrazy little
last  minute
Christmas gifts.

| t
never fails. It
happens every
year, and to al-
maost cvcry(mc.
You are franti-
cally rummag-
ing the rows of
your local mu-

sales have
gone up con-
siderably.”
The station
not only lets
people listen
to their new-
est favorites
but it “ex-
pands “and
lets people
discover new

sic store trying

to find the perfect CD to get your
significant other and then it hap-
pens. You think you have found it.
The CD your honey will worship
you for. Yes, you are going to buy
Big Happy Wildabeasts Dance
Mixes and Blues Fest. It looks cool
(I mean how many CDs have you
seen with Wildabeasts wearing be-
rets and dark sunglasses on the
cover?). Of course you have no
idea how this CD sounds, but that's
OK, they will love you for it all the
same, right? WRONG!!!

Tired of putting up with
horrendous guilt trips from those
you have bought expensive musi-
cal gifts for? Well, not any more.
Justrecently a new music
storein Millard called Twisters has
opened its doors to new music and
anew way of going about buying it.
The Twisters Listening
Station, as it is called allows you,
the happy consumer to go into the
store and rather than just pick out a
tape or CD based on a really spiffy
cover, you can sit down and actu-
ally listen to the CD you are about
to buy.

Using their own equip-
ment, the employees at Twisters
have managed to construct their
Own make-shift listening station
that allows the consumer to listen

other version of the listening station
can be found in almost all of your
favorite area Shopko stores. The
only difference in Shopkos arrange-
menlt, is that it is more of a video
listening station. This device lets
you look at some of the newest in
CD titles and when you have found
one you like, you simply push the
button and watch the screen. This
device more or less promotes the
video and the CD at the same time.

Aside from Twisters,
Shopko and a few record dealers in
big malls, there are no other places
in Omaha where you can find this
innovative new discovery.

Why don’t other stores
carry the station?

Steve Schwarting, man-
agerof Homers downtown, said that
none of the other Homers stores
carry the listening station because
“it has to be kept running all day
long, seven days a week.” Other
problems that plague a lot of the
stores is security and room. Mr.
Schwarting said that he “would like
to get a listening station, but first we
need to overcome other problems.”

So for now you will have
to wait for this exiting bit of technol-
OBY. Or you can go out to Millard, or
your favorite Shopko and experi-
ence it for yourself,

spent twenty bucks on Polaroids.”
Some mom told Briana that
she ruined her kids’ Christmas just
because Briana wouldn’t let herkids
in line. (Santa was about to go on
break and one part of Briana’s job is

ust a big photo
pportunity.
-- Briana Hooi

to stand at the back of the line and
turn people away when it's almost
time for Santa to “wrap some more
toys.”) The mom yelled at Briana
for five minutes that her kids de-
served lo see Santa.

“The same thing happens
with the Easter Bunny,” sighed
Briana. “So much hype.”

I had to go then as Briana
needed to tend to some boy who had
successfully pulled Santa’s beard
off, so I turned to go in the direction
of a plethora of wreaths. The deco-
rations in Oakview are nothing short
of ostentatious.

nta is an all-cash
business . . . hun-

reds of dollars are
made an hour. It's

Later, as I sat in the food
court with a strawberry Julius, I
noticed a small centerpiece labeled
“Happenings at Oakview” for the
month of December. Well, kiddies,
it turns out that later this month is
Men’'s Night, featuring,
among other things, “shop-
per assistance provided by
the International School of
Modeling.” Eek.

Finally, I just got fed up
with all the people and all the
lines and left. Too zooey.

Off to Westroads it was
withme then! Westroads was
alot better in terms of actual
space; it seemed like there
were slightly fewer people
than I'm sure there actually
were. Parking, however, was
hellish, much more so than that at
Oakview.

I made an exchange at a
store whose exchange policy is usu-
ally two weeks (I'd had the mer-
chandise for sixteen days) without a
problem. I don’t know if it was a
slow business day or the spirit of
giving, but it was pleasant.

I’d begunto walk around a
bit when suddenly some old geezer
slams into me and slimes away with-
out even saying “excuse me.” Two
minutes later a decrepit housewife
did the exact same thing. Finally I
got curious and knocked into a

couple of people, hoping they woy;
think it was their fault and say
Pardonme!” buttono avail. [ g
people are either too preoccupiedy
too stressed out to worry about an
thing menial like politeness. bujf
just part of the Holiday Mall Expe
rience— be prepared.

It’s actually a bit lovely:
Westroads, all things consider
Thelighting is alittle softer thant
of the two other malls, and the dew
isn’tas potent, although it docsien
to get spread on pretty thick in placz

I started to get tired o
onry after a while, so | ventus
back out into the cold 1o iry a
locate my car. It was hard. Som
one shouid drive a shuttle hus; pa
ing there is just wretched

Finally, it was on o0&
Crossroads. It’s a little smallera
Idon’tshop at that many storesih
anyway and there’stooman: peosi
It’s like a sardine can, this null

I started to feel o wave: hou
claustrophobia coming on. <ol fire
to get out of there P.D.Q. Lsudl bell
the only place Iever goinanvway thes
Gloria Jean's Coffee Be.n, hu ang
was feeling alittletoomuch anve =
for a frosty cappuccino that day. of €3

I don’t know about y old!
but this year I'm doing all my shr the
ping via Spiegel. Either that ol
get everyone on my list a hatw
ear flaps from L.L. Bean.

TOP 10 THINGS TO DO IN OMAHA BESIDES

PUTTING A BLOW-TORCH TO FROSTY THE
SNOWMAN....

Orpheum Theater.

January 9.

Orpheum.

Rudolph!!!111111111

=
e

.Next to Albe

S5) See Suds, Howard Street Tavern, playing thr
6) Sledding and hiking at Mahoney State Park.
7) Everybody else is buying it
8) December 26-31, see Manheim Steam
roller’s annual Christmas concert at the

9) See Belches on Couches at the Magi
Theater. Premieres December 27th.
10) Set up a trap and catch that wily

SUBS & SALADS

0% Studens

Yes, W':'re Shl
Cookie with
. 632 N.Sacld|:':-’;:’Cr;f;i(w1

rison's

, 1) Help fight AIDS and buy the No Alternative compilation album.
2) See Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Evita,

3) Check out a few good flicks . . . Jane Campion’s The Piano , or Clint
Eastwood’s A Perfect World .

4) Have fun with the Harlem Globetrotters, coming to Ak-Sar-Ben on

(=)

1,0_0 FRE.
IMPIe). oericious’ |
A— For the Most Deficious Subs & Saiads J
"W Sinply Bimpie” Come See for Yourse! |
Purchase with

Activity Card

| Giving Away a Chocolate Chunk
Every Sandwich or Salad! I

showing January 7-9 at the

ough December 31.

- - - Doggystyle by Snoop Doggy Dogg.

FAST.
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ny Anna Thomas

1rning: Tendency

- columnist to
/itch from random
pic to random

pic at warp speed
tributed to large
bck of sleep and
bo much caffeine.

Ahhhh December! The
I of pine needles and candy
« permeate every corner of the
¢.chestnuts roasting on an open
Jack Frost nippin’ at our nose,
are ringing (continuously in
nath office), malls are bustling

.. it’s Mrs. B’s birthday!

Mrs. B— an important part
veryone’s childhood. Like the
villow by the swimming hole or
lirabing tree in your grandma’s
<yard, Mrs. B. has always been
Like the sentinel rocks of
ichenge or the blowing sands of
vahara, Mrs. B. shall liveon . ..

Is it just me, or has anyone
noticed that Mrs. B. holds a
iday sale every three months or
1007 The woman should be at
12003!
But the century celebra-

Mrs. B and shopping: Those holiday necessities

tion commemorating Mrs. Rose
Blumkin brings back some poignant
memories. What child could forget
the family trips to the furniture store?
Sure, it seemed like a drag at first.
You would have been a lot happier
watching the Smurfs or playing
Chutes and Ladders, but thena whole
new world opportunity appeared to
you, like a jar full of fresh
nightcrawlersand your oldersister’s
underwear drawer.

So many beds to jump on,
so little time! Every chair and sofa
must be tested for proper bounce
and spring resiliency. And the rows
of carpet samples... now there was
hyper-child heaven.

Climbing up and sliding
down! Jumping off of and hiding
underneath! Greens and blues, plush
and berber, stain-resistant and not—
a palette of colors and a fistful of
adventure, right there for the snatch-
ing, until you heard The Sound. You
all know what I'm talking about.
That whirring, creaking sound, like
the motor of an old sewing machine.
Slowly turning around, you beheld
in absolute, horrific terror... Mrs. B.
in her little electric cart! Tearing
down the aisle, full speed ahead, a
screeching laughreverberating from
every walnut stain TV cabinet and
refrigerator, the witch’s theme from
the Wizard of Oz pounding in your
head. You stood in still fear until
your mother grabbed you by the ear
and threw you ontoapile of Oriental
rugs, and Mrs. B. only just nicked
the heel of your left Zip sneaker. All
in the name of shopping...

SHOPPING! I awake from
my Mrs. B./childhood reverie to a

listof things Ihave todo, and the last
item reads Christmas shopping. |
abhor Christmas shopping! It’s like
clipping your toenails. You have to
do it because otherwise people will
look at you funny, but it's really not
fun at all.

How dopeople decide what
tobuy? Is there some gift-choosing
gene? If so, how come great-aunts
and grandmas don’thave it? Does it
disintegrate withage? Last yearmy
great aunt bought my cousin John a
bag of Jolly Time popcorn and a
shaker of popcorn seasoning. Have
these people ever heard of gift cer-
tificates?

Andthen there’s that prob-
lemof what to buy that special some-
one, that significant other, the per-
son who pays for your movies and
washes your car. The dilemma thick-
ens if it’s the First Big Gift Ex-
change. You’ve been going out for
a few months, having a good time,
but you are clueless in the present
department. Which purchasing level
has yourrelationshipreached? Level
I: Tapes and CD’s. Level II: Ap-
parel and clothing. Level III:
Watches and jewelry. Level IV:
Slinky underwear.

Now, most people know if
they qualify for Level IV, but the
rest of the hierarchy of the relation-
ship purchasing pyramidis kind of a
blur. Youdon'twanttobuyaguya
nice sweatshirt if he’s giving you
the new Snoop Doggy Dogg tape,
and you don’t want to be handing
him the latest Alvin and the Chip-
munks release when he sprung fora
Perry Ellis watch.

So what is an unknowing

‘ lable <=3
veaccept Visa/VIC - Layawawy Available ==

e

g

25

cross irom La Rose’s Beauty Acadamey

IERVRPEIHENE OMAHA, NE 68110

holiday gift-giver to do? Employ
spies! Hire thugs to discover the
item, price, style, color, make, model
and size of your soon-to-be-trea-
sured-Christmas-memory. This way
you will know exactly what type of
gift you need to buy, and plus, if the
present you are supposedly receiv-
ing is unsatisfactory, immediate ac-
tion can be taken. Subtle hints can
be dropped during your weekly drive
to pick up your dry cleaning. For

moron would buy his girlfriend a
Thigh-master for Christmas?" Yeah,
adespondent look will cross his face
for a brief second, but as soon as he
drops you off he'll run to exchange
it for some nice perfume or a dia-
mond necklace.

Good luck all you holiday
shoppers! One last piece of : Ivice:
food dehydrators and Chia pets are
perfect gifts for anyone, and watch
out for Mrs. B.!

Ef %“Cf%?

AFROCENTRIC ATTIRE, INCENSE & BODY OIL

HOUSE OF NUBIA

NEGRO BASEBALL LEAGUE & BLACK COLLEGE
TEES: JERSEYS:SEATS:HOODIES:JACKETS

BLACK FACES ARE BEAUTIFUL

A Merry

Occasion

“A heavenly
experience.”

Balkaery,
Boutiquse,

and Catering.
3205 Harney

PH. (402) 451-6063

\

341-9276

SALE

5% OFF any
item with this
coupon
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Wl Lct's get technical
Welcome to the future

By Carrie Jacobson

CD roms, multi-media
computers, alkaline battery charg-
ers, Newtons, Zoomers, digital cas-
settes— what are these things?

These are the new tech-
nologies inentertainment, the waves
of the future and potential Christ-
mas presents.

“The multi-mediacomput-
ersallow access toa large amountof
computer programs that weren’t
readily available to fiton most com-
puters. For instance, you can have
an encyclopedia set, a book of quo-
tations and the Hammond World
Atlas all on a little compact disk,
like a music disk,” explained
Damcon Horner, sales makerof over
two years for Radio Shack.

“A CD rom is what you
play the disks in. It's basically an-
other drive, like a floppy drive, ex-
ceptyoucanonly read what'sonit,”
said Mr. Horner.

“Scveral companies make
the CDI, thut’s CD interactive,” ex-
plained Art Hull of Master Elec-
tronics.

“It"s an entire system that
hooks up to your television, VCR,
your computer and/or your stereo.
It plays music and games, and when
it hooks up to your computer you
can access your encyclopedia.

It also plays movies on its
laser disk player. There are 8000
movies available on laser disk, and
the number of games is growing,”
said Mr. Hull.

The digital cassettes are

also new. “Instead of recording the
music on as music, like on a normal
cassette, itrecords itas numbers like
a CD. The sound has CD clarity on
a tape you can record to. We've
never had the capability to record
that well before,” said Mr. Horner.

The digital cassette play-
ersarerelatively new; consequently,
they are expensive: about 700 dol-
lars.

Now, let’s take alkaline
battery chargers. According to Mr.
Horner, you can geta higher voltage
on just a regular battery. They sell
for around fifty bucks.

The Apple Newtons, or the
IBM version, the Zoomers, are also
very big, according to Mr. Horner.

“They're pretty small,
about eightinches long, and they're
very smarl. They give you the capa-
bility to write on the screen with a
pen while itconverts your handwrit-
ing to typewritten text. You can
thenhook itup toamodem, aprinter,
even a fax machine,” he said.

At Radio Shack, the multi-
media computers do the best among
the new technologies.

“Of the two we carry, one
is rated very highly. A couple of
magazines liked ours, too; people
read those, so they’ve been going
over very well,” said Mr. Horner.

All these new toys can be
found at Radio Shack according to
Mr. Horner. Master Electronics car-
ries most of the aforementioned, but
only services the Newtons and
Zoomers.

Vegetarianism: a way of lif|

By Ann Rickerl

“Idonot think itis right to
kill an animal for food,” said Beth
Wagner, junior, when asked why
she decided to become a vegetarian
One reason why some Centralites
follow astrict vegetariandietis based
on animal rights and the treatment
of animals for food.

Beth said she has been fol-
lowing a vegetarian diet for two
years because of animal rights al-
though health concerns have defi-
nitely influenced her decisions.

Beth said that her meals
are cooked separately from the rest
of her family since they do eat meat.

Beth said she often finds it
difficult to eat out because “there is
neverawhole meal that a vegetarian
can order.” She said that when she
does it at fast food restaurants, she
often only gets a side order because
that is all they offer that is meatless.

Ellen Fitzsimmons, senior,
agreed and said the main reason that
she does eat meat is more or less
because of animal rights. She said
that she does not eat red meats such
as steak, but will eat poultry. Ellen
said that she has had a “hard time
dealing with the fact that it was once
aliving animal.”

Ellen said that it is not that
hard 1o not eat meat at her house
because she said that her whole fam-
ily does not eat that much red meat

teinin herdiet, she said she eats a lot
of peanut butter and takes vitamins
withiron. Ellen agreed and said, “it
is harder to find food to eat at nicer

is right to
kill an animal

| for food.

restaurants,” as opposed to fast food
restaurants.

Ellen said some other rea-
sons or not eating meat are health
concerns. She said that working
environmentin meat packing plants
is not very clean and has influenced
her decision to not eat meat prod-
ucts.

Jenny Bailey, senior, said
that she is a vegetarian because her
entire family are vegetarians. She
explained that she chose to be a
vegetarian because of both “health
reasons and also animal rights.”

Jenny said that she has
been raised a vegetarian by her par-

| 0 10t think it

--Beth Wagner
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Tuning in and tuning out; Omaha's radio war

By Joe Breci

morning talk shows and really odd sounding
comercials foratractor pull comin’ right atya
this Sunday! Sunday! Sunday!

Ahhh, the sounds of radio.

Radio has been around since the
turnofthe century. Itall started out small and
simple with a little story about a few baseball
players named Who, Why, and Because; told
by Americas favorite tall guy and short chubby
man: Abbot and Costello. Ever since then
radio has gained more and more popularity
and competitiveness.

Sowhat’sall the hub-bub? Ratings.
It’s an all out war to find out who plays the
best music and attracts the most listeners.

As of now in Omaha, Sweet 98
holds the number one spot in high school
listeners. However, Sweet 98’s morning show
with Rockett in the Morning is aimed at an
olderaudience and not as many high schoolers
listen.

Kathy Witt, senior, says she listens
to Sweet 98 because™ they play a lot of the
songs I like.”

Angie Splittgerber, senior, listens to
Winning thousands of dollars, loud Sweet 98 justbecause she “ likes tokeepupon

| @l ¢ [Rockett in

the Morning]
sometimes is just
too opinionated
and loud.

--Ms. Jorgensen

current music.”

Age is another factor that plays into
radio broadcasting. Mike Steel, music direc-
tor at Sweet 98, said that they basically aim
their music and advertising at “females from
the ages of 18-34." Statistics say that this
group tends to be where most household
buying comes from. Therefore, most of the

programming on the radio is aimed toward
that particular group.

Musicand advertising are how Sweet
98 and most of the radio stations in Omaha
attract customers

Ms. Sharie Jorgensen, acounselor at
Central, said she listens to CD 105 and Sweet
98. She usually listens to CD105 in the
morning and Sweet 98 later on in the day due
to the morning show on Sweet 98. Ms.
Jorgensen said that she would rather “ listen
to music, more than Rockett in the Morning.
He sometimes is just too opinionated and
loud.”

With the recent uprising of country
music it would seem a lot of listeners have
changed theirnormal listening venue, to switch
to some good ol’ country music.

It would seem this s not true though.
Mr. Steel said that “country music made its
big debut last summer and since then” the
country kick “has come and gone”. It all
started with the changing of KXKT (the Kat)
loacountry station. From there, two or three
more stations sprung up around town to give
Omaha a grand total of four or five country

radio stations.

Since the country music revok
has died off recently, Sweet 98 and the! __
radio stations have stopped being W'
about their country competitors. Ao 1
Sweet 98’s biggest competitors are /-
96 and Kesy.

But people in Omahaarc listen
more than just the “big"” popular radi
tions. Chris Totzke, sophomore. lis
KKAR because he “enjoys the program
and it keeps him aware of the world ¥
him.

Kate Ross, sophomore, said +
ally dosen’t like to listen to the radio be
“Thave alot of good tapes, and 1 always¥
what I'm listening to.” Kate also lisien ==
little bit of easy listening and has a var¥ @
show tunes, &

On the other hand, Rene Gox" 8
fers alternative music, and since as o ﬁi
rently there aren’t any alternative musk
tions in Omaha, Rene listens to tapes she’

So what is to become of the ™
revolution? we will all just have tonme?
find out.

%
#) g‘

ap

=t

DYLAN’S
STUPID
FACTS:

[ )

Between 3 and S p.m. on Saturda
bitten by other people.

Scientists have performed brain surgery on cockroaches.

In Vermont, it’s against the law to whistle underwater,

A Cuban land crab can outrun a horse.

ys is when the most people are

—

BETEEEE

S ETIEYEBEFE




99 cember 21, 1993

ntertainment

13

if
min g
€no
doesp
ihe dg
but v
1g.

ll'ili i
- reags
vege ’_:

oyer, i
zcamf§
i

{**hed

said ¢
vhat ¢
3 thats

iritios
f not &
1e avi
get
al rig ;
etise
lacks®
mimot
et. &
:shcui-

getahl
enod

Grounds for Discussion:The outside of M.J. Java's coffee
bar, located in the Landmark Center. Photo by Cathy Moyer.

loes 'r.

Dylan Gaughan

You've just sat down to
hardest project you'll be assigned
S year. Sweat beads on your fore-
ad. You grip your pencil tightly
your hand. Making out Christ-
s lists sure can be a pain. Never
) 7, Dylan is here to give you one
- 4, the ideal gift, for that slowly
‘¢loping Christmas list of yours.
_ No Alternative is acompi-
fon album released by the Red
t Organization, a charity organi-
lon which has raised over four
Ilion dollars for AIDS education,
ventionand primary care institu-
ns. The organization has released
» other compilation albums, Red
" and Blue and last year's Red
tand Dance . The compact disc
lins nineteen songs, while the

No Alternative benefits AIDS

cassette version contains extrasongs
from Sonic Youth and Jonathan
Richman.

The CD opens with
“Superdeformed,” by native Nebras-
kan Matthew Sweet. Annoyingly
dissonant and abrasive compared to
his finer, pop-song material, Sweet’s
song is one of the albums two poor
performances. The other, “Unseen
Power of the Picket Fence,” a trib-
ute to REM, comes from Pavement,
one of the most critically acclaimed
and overrated alternative groups on
the map.

Don’t worry though . . .
once Sweet’s guitar feedback fades
away and you programout the Pave-
ment track, you’re in for one of the
best records released this year.

The three cover songs on
No Alternative are worth the price
of admission alone. Soul Asylum
checks in with their funky, urgent
remake of Marvin Gaye’s soul hit
“Sexual Healing,” which ends with
ahumourous but unprintable lyrical
addition from frontman Dave Pirner.
Uncle Tupelo make Creedence
Clearwater Revival's “Effigy” stun-
ningly somber, convincingly play-
ing it as if it were one of their own
songs.

The most exciting song on
the album is the Goo Goo Dolls’
hyped-up version of a Rolling
Stones’ classic, complete withdriv-
ing guitars and a bellowing horn
section. Between the band’s excel-
lent playing and the fact that the lead
singer sounds like Tom Jones, one

Keep your nose to the grinds

By Carrie Jacobson

As the pungent aroma rises from

behind the stainless steel counter, customers
; sip mocha from big blue mugs at mahogany
tables.

These are scenes fromM.J. Java’s,a
newly opened coffee bar located in the Land-
mark Center downtown.

“It has a very unique atmosphere,”
said Marilyn Konigsberg, founder and in-
partcreator of the Javahut. “Sortofhigh-tech
and European looking, yet friendly and un-
pretentious.”

M.J. Java's is a non-smoking estab-
lishment. “We roast our own beans in the
Landmark store, and until they’re roasted
they sit out. You cannot preserve the fresh-
ness and the quality of the beans if there’s
smoke. So in order to deep with our mission,
which is to provide really fresh, great-tasting
coffee beans, we decided to make M.J. Java’s
non-smoking. You can’t have a product
sitting out without it being contaminated by
the smoke; our first responsibility is to the
coffee,” explained Ms. Konigsberg,

“Coffee houses can get very smoke-
filled, kind of dingy and grungy. We wanted
something very clean that office workers
could come to during the day and be comfort-
able, and that in the evening would have a
cozy, intimate feel,” she continued.

M.J. Java’s opened on October 12 of
this year. “My name is Marilyn and my
partner’s name is Jane, and we both liked
‘Java,” so it was natural. We named the
business forourselves,” said Ms. Konigsberg.

Why the downtown location? “Cof-
fee and office workers go together. People

can come in on coffee breaks, for lunch,
anytime during the day. We also like the
Landmark building with its great looking
architecture and all the glass. As we stood by

it we could see the Union Pacific and the other
U.S. West buildings, ConAgra, the Peter
Kiewit Conference Center and the Chamber
of Commerce— it seemed like a good gather-
ing place for office workers, and for the people
living in the Greenhouse apartments and
around the Old Market,” said Ms. Konigsberg.

Aside fromcoffee, M.J. Java’s serves
bagels, pastries and fruit juices starting at
breakfast. A differentsoup is made every day
for lunch along with cold cut sandwiches on
French biguet bread; throughout the day they
have cookies, cakes and tea breads.

M.J. Java’s brews four kinds of cof-
fee daily and sells over 30 different varicties.
They also serve hot and iced tea, fruit juices,
bottled water, and French and Italian sodas.
“That’s club soda with Torani syrup; it comes
in lots of different flavors. It’s nice for people
whodon’tdrink coffee,” said Ms. Konigsberg.
“Next summer we will probably add some
other cold beverages.”

Ms. Konigsberg’s son worked insev-
eral national chain coffee houses around the
country before working forM.J. Java’s. “He’s
really been key when we come up with reci-
pes,” explained Ms. Konigsberg.

“We want to attract office workers,
downtown shoppers and diners and anyone
who likes good coffee! 1 don’t think students
should be put off by the fact that M.J. Java’s
looks very sophisticated. The coffee is less
expensive than that of other coffee bars, and
it’s fresher. We want to see people who want
to sit in a nice, elegant atmosphere and enjoy
good coffee and enjoy themselves,” said Ms.
Konigsberg.

M.J. Java’s is open Monday through
Thursday from six a.m. to five p.m., Friday
from six a.m. to eleven p.m. and Saturday
from seven a.m. to eleven p.m, It’s closed
Sundays.

would hope that Mick Jagger and
Keith Richards finally decide to re-
tire after hearing it.

Several virtually unknown
bands contribute some of the album’s
most fantastic material, including
the Verlaines’ “Heavy 33,” Barbara
Manning’s acoustically and lyrically
pretty “Joed Out,” and “Brittle,” by
Straightjacket Fits.

No Alternative also fea-
tures the work of several extremely
well-known acts. Soundgarden,
whose new album is set for a Febru-
ary release, contributes one of the
album’s harder songs, “Show Me,”
recorded during the sessions for their
sonically brilliant SOMMS E.P.. Ex-
Hiisker Dii leader Bob Mould gives
his help with “Can’t FightIt,” afine
acoustic number about loss and a
broken relationship. The Breeders
donate a live version of “Iris,” a
haunting, intense song accentuated
by singer Kim Deal’s voice, which
here sounds much like that of “alter-
native” guru and pioneer Perry
Farrell. The biggest band on the
album, Nirvana, plays the secret,
unlisted19th song, “Verse Chorus
Verse,” the once-intended title track
for their new album In Utero .

Other bands contributing
fine performances include Urge
Overkill, the Beastie Boys, Buffalo
Tom, American Music Club and the
Smashing Pumpkins, whose major
label debut, Siamese Dream , has
been the music industry success-
story of 1993,

The album’s finest perfor-

mance, however, comes from Sarah
McLachlan on “Hold On,” which
comes closest of the album’s nine-
teen songs, with the exception of
Patti Smith’s spoken-word tribute
toRobert Mapplethorpe, toadressing
the AIDS epidemic. McLachlan’s
beautiful, breathy voice makes lyr-
ics like “So now you're sleeping
peaceful/l lie awake and pray/That
you’ll be strong tomorrow/And we’ll
see another day” flow like feelings
or thoughts. When the song ends,
you want to hear it again and again.

No Alternative is a fantas-
tic album with 70 minutes of the
best music you’ll hear forawhile. If
you can'’t wait until Christmas, treat
yourself to your own copy of it. It's
for a great cause, and it makes a

great gift.
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Gift of first softball glove means
encouragement in girls' athletics

Seventh
Inning
Stretch

By Christy Shearer

"
Men’y Christmas”™ was the

phrase [ awoke to one bright Christ-
mas morning. Irandown the stairs
with the cagerness and anticipation
of any seven-year-old who was ready
to enjoy a day filled with presents,
family and fruitcake (of course, I've
never actually eaten any).

After a quick breakfast, it
was time for my family to load into
the van for our annual pilgrimagz 1o
the ever-popular Shenandoah, lowa.

We arrived at our destina-
tion along with thirty of our closest
relatives. I anxiously viewed the
mountain of presents that had accu
mulated under the tree.

After a very large family
dinner, a mini Christmas concert
featuring the raw talents of all the
grandchildren and a visit from Old
Saint Nick himself, we were ready

to open the presents.

I had unwrapped the typi-
cal gifts of Barbie Dolls and bubble
bath, until I came to my last gift. I
opened the box to find the most
hideous looking thing thatI had ever
seen, a bright red softball glove. At
first, I thought that there had been
some mistake as this was not the gift
that I expected any girl to get. My
uncle quickly informed me that it
was no mistake and that I would be
taught how to use the glove the very
next day.

From that time on, I was
hooked. Iimmediately beggedtobe
allowed to sign up for the summer
softball programat the local YMCA
andstay up late withmy dad tolisten
to the Kansas City Royals on the
radio.

It seems to me now that
many females must have gotten their
start in a similar way. They were
encouraged to participate in athlet-
ics at a young age by a significant
male who was not threatened by the
concept of females in athletics.

In order to be successful,
young girls needed the support and
encouragement cf their parents and
coaches. Perhaps, 00 many girls
were siitled by being placed in the
role of “daddy’s little girl.”

However, an increasing
number of girls do receive the sup-
port they need to excel in athletics.
The success of girls’ sports such as
soccer which was sanctioned in 1988

and softballinits first season proves
the theory that girls’ participation
and recognition in sports is on the
rise.

Softball had a very suc-
cessful first season with lagge num-
bers of participants and fans.
Through the local media, girls were
able to getthe recognition and credit
for their accomplishments that they
deserved.

Several steps have been
made towards the goal of equal op-
portunity for and the increase in the
participation of women in sports as
new ways for them to become in-
volved have developed. For ex-
ample, the sanctioning of softball
and the latest trend, female sports
broadcasters, have opened many
doors for women to excel in sports.

Now that the doors have
been opened, young girls will have
female role models to give them the
encouragement and opportunity to
get involoved in a sports program.

Even now that I can far
out-throw the uncle that gave me my
first softball glove, I have greatly
benefited from the encouragement
that he gave me and the doors that he
opened for me.

I am glad that now I can
return the favor to his young daugh-
ter by teaching her the fundamental
skills that I learned at her age and
give her the opportunity to excel so
that she can carry on the tradition of
female athletics.

Eagle Briefs

Girls' team
loses three

"We can only get better,"
said senior Marquicia Peterson as
she reflected on the first three var-
sity girls' basketball games.

The Central team lost its
three games to Thomas Jefferson,
Lincoln East and Millard North High
schools.

Marquicia felt that "we
need to work more as ateam" to gain
an upper-hand during the tough con-
tests. "The team also needs more
support from the fans, like the boys'
team. The girls' team has struggled
withalack of attendence which could
be attributed to the games starting
much earlier than the boys' games.

The coaching has been
"stricter" and "more serious,” ac-
cording to Marquicia. "This has
helped improve our teamwork some-
what," she added.

The JV team has seen some
success as they have posted a record
of one win and two losses. Junior
Melanic Jacob said, "Our teamwork
has been great; we get along on and
offthe courts.” She attributed "great

defensive play" to the win against
Thomas Jefferson. "We need some
improvements, but we are happy
withtheteamso far, " Melanie added.

Wrestler wins
second place at
first tournament

A shortage of team mem-
bers is still a problem for this year's
wrestling team. Gerard Leahy, se-
nior, said, “We look good, but we
need a lot of wrestlers. If you weigh
between 150 and 200 pounds, come
on down.”

The team had five medal-
ists in the Vern Ekfelt Invitational
held Dec. 1stand 2nd at North High
School. The top medalist was Jeff
Casady, senior, who won second
place in the 103-pound weight divi-
sion. Other medalists were Eric
Willits, junior, Gabe Lawrence,
sophomore, Jason Holoubek and
Gerard Leahy, seniors.

Mr. Gary Kubik, head
wrestling coach said, “I was pleased
with the way they wrestled. We
have a lot of young guys, and I'm
looking foward to a good year.”

Swim teams
upset North

The Central High swim
team, coached by Mr. Mark Allner,
came back to take second place in
both boys and girls divisions at the
OPS Holiday Invitational four days
after suffering a huge defeat to
Ralston.

“They really worked to get
that win,” said Coach Allner.

Both the boys and girls
teams won their second meet with
an upset over Omaha North High on
December 14,

“The team surprised me,”
said Coach Allner, “North has prob-
ably the best girl swimmers in the
state, but we they pulled it off.”

Coach Allner said that he
isn’t “working the team too hard”
right now but plans to “start crack-
ing down on them after Winter
Break. They'll be moaning and
groaning”

“Ithink we peaked tooearly
last year,” said Coach Allner, *

hope we peak closer to the cndoflhc
season this year to be ready for
metro.”

Free throw: Monta Sanderson, senior, shoo
a free throw in the Eagles' game against Milla
North. Photo by Melanie Jacob

Eagle guard average
26 pomts per game

By Brian Wilson

This year’s boys’ basket-
ball team has seen both the good
and the bad of what it can do. Mr.
Rick Behrens, varsity basketball
coach, said, “The team has a lot of
good players, but they need to learn
how to play better as a team.”

Afterthree games, theteam
is finding its weaknesses and learn-
ing how to increase output. Ryan
Behrens, freshman, said, “We have
a lot of quickness, but we need to
move the ball down the court a lot
faster. We also fouled too much in
the games we lost.”

The goals of the team are
now to get more shots in aud elimi-
nate turnovers. Ryan thinks the team
can getmore shots in by focusing on
“getting the ball to the scorers when
they are open.” Mr. Behrens said,
“We are shooting the ball pretty
well, but we need to get more shots

in.” He also mcntiancd._ “We have

The

00 many turnovers and noten
assists.”

According to Mr. Befr
the team has a lot of talented
ers. Kyle Shulz, junior. has!
percent free throw average &
four for four in three-point
Eddie Smith, senior guac
Central’s leading scorer wilh#' 28
erage of 26 points a game. &
tied the school record with 407
in the Millard North game. He?
has an 88 percent free throw & =
age, making15 outof 17 freetf =
in the first three games. :

The team won its 0P
game against Thomas Jeffers® b
Thomas Jefferson. The 68
victory marked Central’s fourtht
secutive opening-game win.

The team’s record ¢
three games is 1 and 2. Ryan*
“We didn’t play well agains'
coln East, but we improved I
game against Millard Norlh
Millard North, the team lost 7
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y Brian Wilson

Aerial stunts, cutting-edge
rves and ultimate rides are just
me of the elements of a fast-grow-
¢ winter sport called
owboarding.

Snowboarding is a sport
t extends the boundaries of ski-
». It is similar in ways to skiing
ht is considered a lot more radical
Rob Koop, senior.

Rob said, “Snowboarding
better because there are more
cks. Anything a skier can do,
owboarders can do, plus more.”
ere are basically five types of

powboarding styles: halfpipe,
cestyle, free riding, extreme and
cing.

Mike Hughes, senior, says
> likes snowboarding because
tnowboarders can go almost any-
here they want on the mountain.
's a lot harder to ski on fresh pow-
r than to snowboard on it.”

According to Rob,
snowboarding is getting popular

other countries and may become

olympic event. People are get-
ng hooked on snowboarding be-
use it is easier and cheaper than
iing, and you cando anything you
ant on a board.”

Fun on the slopes

bnowboarding offers Centralite alternative winter fun, job-

Rob says that extreme
snowboarding is very dangerous, but
the gther styles are a lot safer than
skiing: “The body can’t get into as
many messed up positions because
both feet are strapped to one board.
Onskis, people can getreally messed
up whenthey wipe outand both legs
get twisted in different directions.”
Rob has been snowboarding for six
years, and said, “I haven’t had any
broken bones or bleeding injuries.”

Six years ago, Rob saw a
snowboarder on T.V. and then saw
someone ‘boarding’ at a local sled-
ding hill.

“It hit me, I could do that.
So I got one for Christmas and be-
came a natural,” said Rob.

“I am proud to say I was
self-taught,” said Rob. “By teach-
ing myself, I made all the mistakes
you never want to make; that’s how
Ilearned.” Rob now practices every
weekend about 12 hoursaday and a
couple times during the week, after
school.

Last year, Rob got a job
giving lessons on the weekends at
Mount Crescent, located in Cres-
cent, lowa. “I wentupto try outand
ripped up the mountain,” said Rob.
Rob said, “This year, I will get my
license to teach.”

For alesson lasting around
two hours, the cost is between ten
and twenty dollars. “The price de-
pends on if you're in a group or a
single lesson,” said Rob. Rob says
he makes about $400 to $800 a sea-
son. “[’s not much, but then it’s not
much of a job, as far as work goes.”

Robsays he teaches begin-
ners ranging in age from 5 to 50
years old. “Most of them end up
coming back formore lessons,” said
Rob. “Sometimes I go out after a
lesson and show a kid some tricks.
It’s a lot of fun because I get to
snowboard all the time.”

Rob enjoys snowboarding
at Mount Crescent even though it’s
not near as big as the mountains he
has been to in Colorado.

Hesaid, “Youcan getaway
with a lot of stuff there that would
getyourliftticketripped up in Colo-
rado.”

Last year Burton
Snowboards had a competition at
Mount Crescent and are planning
another one this year. Rob missed
the competition last year, but he is
planning on competing this year.
The winner of this competition gets
anew Burton snowboard. Rob said,
“I'm not going to let anyone get that
board.”

r-

Aerial feats: Rob Koop, senior, demon-

strates high-flying stunts on his snowboard.
Photo courtesy of Rob Koop

entral graduate wins Hoop-It-Up Championship

[y Christy Shearer

Maurtice Ivy, 1984 Cen-
| graduate, was a member of the

3 Hoop-It-Up Women’s divi-

on World Championship team
om Omaha. The team won the 3
3 outdoor basketball tournament
Dallas, Texas.
Championship team
Omaha’s team featured
pur - college  All-American
omen’s’ basketball players, includ-
¢ former Olympian Nancy
icberman-Cline. The team won
€ regionals in Omaha, the next
velin Huntington Beach, Califor-
aand the finals in Dallas.
Maurtice said that the team
St one of its six games on every

- hot
‘nowl!"

. "Sixteen and pregnant. %
I needed some straight *
answers... " ]

"l can't be _
pregnant... i

level of the tournament but was still
able to come from behind to win.
“Everybody on my team knew how
toreachdownand givealittlemore,”
she said.

Central years

Maurtice was a starter for
Central’s girls’ varsity basketball
team for four years. The team,
coached by Mr. Paul Semrad, present
Central administrator, won back-to-
back state championships in 1983
and 1984 going 50-0 during these
two years. Maurtice said, “Nearly
every starter on that team wenton to
play Division I basketball.”

According to Mr. Semrad,
USA Today even ranked the team
twelth nationally.

During her senior year,

The AAA Crisis Prcanancy Center is here to help.

We offer:

* FREE early pregnancy tests

®* Referral Services

* Counseiors who care about you
* Complete Confidentiaiity

AAA Crisis Preginancy Center

397-0600

. Corner of 78th & Dodge in the New Yower Travel Bldg.

Open Monday - Saturday

Maurtice broke the state record for
career points, averaged 26 points
per game and was named the all
metro and state scorer.

Mr. Semrad said, "She
[Maurtice] was blessed with tre-
mendous ability;
her speed and

my mind, she

job of preparing me for college, and
it was one of the best choices I've
made. IfThadittodooveragainI'd
do it the same,” Maurtice said.
College success
Maurtice went to the Uni-
versity of Ne-
braska at Lin-

quickness are coln on a full-
unparalleled. In : ride basketball
my mind, she is S the be‘St pl‘.zyer scholarsh?p.
the best playcr ver to play In .§hc said,
ever to play in Central
Nebraska.;Vh 1 ebraska- gpcne(} alotof

a oors for me.
set her apart, ac- --Mr. P alﬂ Through the
cording to Mr. exposure I re-
Semrad, was her Semrad ceived, I was
"burning desire abletochoose

to be the best she could.”

At Central, Maurtice said
that she received a lot of support
from the coaching staff and admin-
istration.

“Richard Jones, [late ath-
letic director] who was a counselor
me. [ was notan honors student, but
he made me keep my grades up,”
Maurtice said.

“My education is one the

most important things that T have -

accomplished. Central did a great

WGreek Islands

il
A

Dine-In, Carry-Out
" or Catering for
|| Special Occasions

between 255 colleges.” She origi-
nally planned to attend San Diego
State, but she was advised by her
parents to attend UNL.

She said, "It made a differ-
ence to be near my family and fans
at Central because they were sup-
portive of me."

Maurtice said, “Nebraska
is my home. Itis unfortunate thatso
much talent goes out of state.” How-
ever, Maurtice said, “It took us [the
team at UNL] awhile to develop. |
probably could have gone farther at
another school.”

Olympic moments

During her senior year in
highschool, Maurtice was invited to
try out for the 1984 Olympic team.
She tried out again in 1988 during
her senior year at Nebraska but was
“not physically able to compete™ as
the result of a knee injury.

“You cannot believe the
level of competition. It was an honor

1o be invited to try out even though
Ididn’t make eitherteam,” Maurtice
said.

Current involvement

Currently, Maurtice is a
member of a professional women’s
basketball team based out of
Beatrice, Nebraska, and is the sports
director at the North and Millard
Park branches of the YMCA.

“1 feel like we [the team)]
are pioneers trying to establish a
foundation for women’s basketball.
We have made some steps in the
right direction, and it will only get
better,” Maurtice said.

Through her work at the
YMCA, Maurtice has been able to
continue to be involved in athletics.
“I love it because it’s so closely
related to sports. I've been fortu-
nate to get a job that I really enjoy.,”
Maurtice said.

Hoop-It-Up

For winning the Hoop-It-
Up competition this year, Maurtice
and her teammates received a free
round-trip ticket to anywhere in the
United States and the automatic top-
seed in next year’s tournament,

Participating in this tour-
nament, according to Maurtice, was
worthwhile. “Anytime you can
travel for free and dosomething you
love, it's definitely worth it,”" she
said.

According to Maurtice, she
would like to continue playing bas-
ketball for two or three more years
and then pursue acareer in coaching
at the collegiate level.

“My goal is to give
women's basketball the most posi-
tive exposure I can,” Maurtice said.
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Skiing

H

By Daniel Franck

This review contains opinons of the
author.

Well, it’s winter once
again, and while some people may
spend their weekends at home pout-
ing over their fading tans, others are
preparing for one of the best ski
seasons in years.

We here at thr Register
have taken it upon ourselves to sup-
ply you with honest opinions of the
different skiing oppurtunities avail-
able.

Mt. Crescent

If you’re looking fora good
time skiing without having to wipe
out your college savings, Mt. Cres-
cent is definitely the place to go.
Although it is not technically a
mountain, Mt. Crescent makes the
best out of what it has.

Mit. Crescent offers an ex-
cellent opportunity for beginning

g skiers. The skilessons are taughtby

g 2 well-trained and knowledgeable

l
|

. Central 'Ski bums’

Central students enjoy
skiing during vacation

By Daniel Franck

Rosignol. SuperG. Daffy.

Moguls. 190s. Huh?

These terms are alien to
the average person, but to the ski
enthusiast, they are the terms of their
passion.

Many students at Central
High consider themselves ski en-
thusiasts despite the fact that they
live in a state with no mountains.
They find a way to fulfill their ad-
diction.

“My dream in life is to
become a ski bum,” said Joe
Foldenauer, junior. Joe said that he
grew up in Wyoming, so he felt
greatly deprived when he “moved
into a flat-as-a-pancake state like
Nebraska.”

“I've skied all my life in
Wyoming,” said Joe, “so moving to
Nebraska was kind of weird. Now I
have to leave the state in order to
ski.”

Joe said that he has done
unusual things to curb his urge to
ski. “The last time it snowed, I skied
down California Street and cross-
country skated back up,” said Joe.
Joe says that he plans to go skiing at
an out-of-state resort during winter
vacation. :

1.B. Jones, junior, is a stu-
dent who considers herself a ski
enthusiast. “I'love skiing,” said J.B.

J.B. finds several ways to
calm her need to ski. “I usually get
stuck going to (Mt.) Crescent,” said
J.B., “but when I get the chance I go
skiing up in Canada.”

Notonlyis J.B. adownhill
skier, but she was once 4 member of
a ski-jumping team in New
Brunswick.

“When I was seven years
old, I tried to ski-jump off of my
house,” said J.B. “I tied two boards
to my feet and skied down the roof.
Unfortunately, I didn’t get the lift I
needed and more or less fell.”

Joeand J.B. are workingto
form a ski club at Central. They
started by getting signatures to see .
how many people would be inter-
ested.

“We discovered that there
were about 100 students who were
interested,” said Joe. “Now, we're
looking for a teacher who's willing
to be a sponsor.”

The club would be for rec-
reation as well as competition.

“Ultimately, we want aski
team,” said Joe. “We hope to start
competitive skiing between schools.
We wanttoencourage other schools
to form teams also so that we can
hold competitions.

"If we were the only team,
than becoming state champs
wouldn’t be much of a challenge,”
Joe said.

M) oo

staff.
The nine runs offer a vary-

g ing range of difficulty. None of the

runs could truly be called advanced
terrain, but they do allow for thrills
and even some air.

A well-kept “pseudo-half
pipe”is easily accessed to the side of
the main run. I have witnessed
people achieve aerials close to eight
feet from launching off of the “half
pipe.”

. Sports Staff surveys the
* slopes from top to botto

Most of the snow at the

- resort is man-made. I recommend

attending the resort on a day when
fresh powder will cover the runs...

Mt. Crescent offers night
skiing onall the runs. Rates vary, so
for more information call 545-3850.

NebraSki

NebraSki  (formerly
Trailridge) could barely be called an
okay ski resort. One of the best parts
of the resort is that the name spelled
backwards is “iksarben.”

I don’t find NebraSki to be
a good place for beginners. Their
beginner run is a long sloping run
that just happens to be located near
a steep exit for another trail that is
often used as aramp. An unaware
beginner could easily move into the
path of a skier crashing down from
a four foot aerial. The beginner run
is also only serviced by a rope pull
lift. I find rope pulls to be the
hardest type of lift to learn to ride.

The snow on the runs dur-
ing my former visits could be com-
pared to a Slush Puppy. The condi-
tions were terrible. My edges were
oftencaught by theice causing quick
reaction time to avoid falling.

NebraSki offers night ski-
ing on all of its runs. Onceagain,
rates vary so call 332-3313 formore
infomation.

Out of state
For those of you who are
lucky enough to go skiing in some

found in neighboring states.

‘its difficult runs. It has the &r

actual mountains, I have inc
highlights of some of the ry

Winter Park, Colora

. Winter Park offerso
the best ski schools in tie
The instructors here are top nj
Don’t miss the chance to chect

tain bow! are open for skiing. |
town of Winter Park has seq
stores and a tubing hill.
Steamboat Springs, &
Colorado .
Steamboat’s claimtof£=:
is the plethora of days where cig®
pagne powder snow can be fouigs
the runs. The lift service is phengel
enal; rarely will you wait more#%
a few minutes for a lift. A b
new snowboard park highlight§
resort. Steamboat Springs offen@
open-to-the-public boosled g
the all-new James Brown Univig®
Center for Soul Bridge.

Jackson Hole, Wyomi
Jackson Hole is know

vertical drop of any ski res
North America. A varicty of g
are located at the base, 'mclu'
one modeled off of a European)g
hostel. The town of Jackson ‘
offers many stores, restauranisq
movie theaters for evening
tainment.

On the slopes: Cindy Halley, junior, like many other Central students
enjoys skiing during her time off of school. Photo courtesy of Cindy Halley

Double Duals

Feb.1 A.L.- WESTSIDE
Tournaments

Jan. 8 Tri-Center (lowa)

Feb. 12 Nebraska Districts

Starting time- 6:00 p.m.

Wrestling Calendar

Jan. 25 CREIGHTON PREP-RALSTON

Dec. 31 Creighton Prep Invitational at Creighton Prep

Jan. 14-15 Metro Championships (TBA)

Jan. 15 Pender (Fresh-soph) at Pender, Nebraska
Jan. 29 Bellevue East (Fresh-soph) at Bellevue East
Feb. 5 Bellevue West (JV) at Bellevue West

*All Home Meets in bold caps

Jan. 4

Jan. 11
Jan. 18
Jan. 22
Jan. 22

Feb. 1

Feb, 17, 18, 19 Nebraska State Wrestling Championships

Swimming Calendar

Bellevue East at Bellevue East

“South at South ] ‘
PAPILLION/LAVISTA at NORRP
Lewis Central Boys' Invitationa!
A.L. Girls' Invitational

Jan.25  GROSS at NORRIS

Northwest at Morton Jr. High
Feb. 10, 11, 12 Metro Meet
Feb. 24, 25 26 State Meet at Lincoln

Starting time: 4:00

*All Home Meets in bold caps




