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[Central track runners, Sophomores Josh Cusworth and Travis Howard and Senior Mike Greenfield, hurdle their way to the
finish. Mike Greenfield leads the pack of Central runners. For highlights of the track season, see page 15.
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Dialogue group attempts to confront changes

Kate Lundholm gifferentraces, religions,ages,  peopledifferentfromoneself.  developed skills which will ~ “It’s human nature to
“As the year 2000 gender, and ethnic groups,”  “Peopledon’tbelievetheyare  increase their ability to have  prejudge people. I prejudge
successful interactions in a  people, but I don’t let it get

approaches, there is a big

said Mrs. Nieves. This year,

prejudiced, but everybody

change taking place in our  the NCCJ started groups at  has reservations about other ~ “multicultural, pluralistic  through tomy behavior,” said
community: that our both Central people. What  democracy.” Owei.
populationisbecomingmore  and Burke they say and They have used a set “Wehavetohaveour
diverse,” said Marta Nieves, P eople don t believe do are two ofgroundrulesinthegroup. own beliefs,” said Jessica
instructor for Central’s Nieves went i ars oretadlced different Throughthegroundrules,the  Nicholson, seniorand group
Multicultural Youth  toDr. Moller y Pee] ¥ things,” said  studentshave“learnedtotalk  member.
Dialogue, a group designed a n d but everybody has Owei Belleh, toeachother withoutputting Members of the group
for students to discuss presented reservations about junior and  each other down,” said Mrs.  agreed thatinstead of looking
different cultures. the idea of other people.” member of  Nieves. at people as part of a large
Under Mrs. Nieves  starting a - Owei Belleh the group. group, each
direction, .the Multicultural  group last . “People person
Youth Dialogue has met fall. “You'rebroughtupthinking h a v e should be
weekly on Tuesdays since Then with the help of  thatyourcultureisbetterthan enjoyed we have to have recognized as
November. OnTuesday,May = Ms. Faye Johnson and Ms.  everybody else’s,” said Clint  having a beliefs.” anindividual.
7, the group met for the last ~ Gerry Zerse, guidance Richards, junior and group  place where ~OUI OWR DEMIELS.”
time. counselors, they wenttosixth ~ member. they could -Jessica Mrs. Nieves
The National  and seventh hourstudy halls “All of us as human  expresstheir Nicholson said that she
Conferenceof Christiansand  and recruited students tobe  beings feel uncomfortable  opinionsand feels the
when we're around people  be heard,” group has

Jews, the NCCJ, developed
the idea for starting dialogue
groups in high schools. “The
idea behind the group is to
have a group of students of

in the group.

In the group the
students have talked about
discrimination and skills
necessary to get along with

who aren’tlike us,” said Mrs.

Nieves.
She added that through
the group students have

she said.
According to Mrs.

Nieves, people have to

possess the desire to change.

b e e n
successful and is interested
in having a group at Central
next year.
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Editorials

Unsigned arficles are the opinion of the Register

Changes required to stay competitive
Improved education needed

As the United States
faces the year 2000, many
problems confront the
American people. The
Register staff believes that one
of the most serious issues is
the future of education.
America’s present
educational system is
outdated; many changes
must occurif the United States
is to remain competitive in
the world.

Many good things
are occurring in schools
today, but more action needs
to be taken. Instead of
complaining aboutlow scores

-and high taxes, Americans

must begin to solve the
dilemmas thatfaceeducation.

Themajorstumbling
block facing education is
funding. While many wanta
better educational system,
few are willing to part with
the dollars needed to finance
such a system.

Teachers deserve
higher salaries as well. As
college graduates, teachers
deserve beginning salaries
abovecurrentlevels. Quality
teachersarehard tofind when
base salaries are under
$20,000.

President Bush has
made some proposals for
education. His proposals
constitute a significant first
step.

Bush has proposed
differential pay, mandatory
examinations before
graduation, awards for
research and development
and 535 “new” schools.

Differential pay
would reward those teachers
who teach core subjects or
handicapped students.
Teachers are important to

society, and those who teach
such basic skills as reading,
writing, and arithmetic
should be recognized for their
efforts.

Mandatory
examinations are also
important. We must be
certain that high school
graduatesareable toread and
understand basic math
concepts. Also, more
emphasis on real-life
situations must be present.

Teachers who go
above and beyond their
duties and develop new
theories in their respective
fields should also be
rewarded. As Americans, we
mustgive teachers the respect
they deserve.

The President has
also proposed 535 new
schools. The new schools
would be different from
nearly every school in
existence today. The Omaha
Public Schools could benefit
from one of the new schools.
Hopefully, the
Superintendant and the
Board of Education will
attempt to get one of these
schools.

Education in
America is at a major
crossroads. The Register

believes that many changes
mustbe made. Wemustmove
away from the antiquated
system now in use. If
American taxpayers are
willing to help, then
Americanstudentscan regain
the top spotand achieve great
goals.

It is time that the
politicians in America begin
to solve the problems of
education, not just discuss
them.

Students upset at Memorial closing
Early park closing a nuisance

Memorial Park has
long been alocal hang-out for
Central and other high school
students. But for the past
twenty years, “hanging out”
past8:00 p.m. hasbeenillegal.

From November 15
toMarch 15, Memorial closes
at11:00 p.m.sothatlate-night
sledders can use the hills at
the park. After March 15, the
closing time is back to 8:00
p-m.

These park hours
haveexisted for twenty years.
Ever since 1971, when
neighbors were complaining
about the loud noise, the park
has closed at 8:00 p.m.
Regardless, students continue
to use the park. The police
pullinand kickeveryoneout,
and then a half an hour later,
studentsare back at the park.
Why punish students forsuch

an innocent thing as
socializing?
The Register

understands that there are
some whoabuse the parkand
only use it to drink and play

\

loud music. But obviously
closing the park is not the
answer to the problem if this
behavior hasnotstopped. The
majority of kids up at
Memorial aren’t there to
drink, only tosee their friends
and avoid sitting at home.

Nearly all of the
clubs that have opened in
Omaha in the past few years
have closed down. Most
students don’t even keep
track of the new teen clubs
anymore. For many, many
years, Memorial has been an
enjoyable, constant place for
teens tohangoutand meeton
weekends.

Since some students
do abuse their priveleges at
the park, the Register
recommendsa regular police
or park security check-up on
the weekend nights to
monitor the park. A 12:00 p.m.
closing time is fair since most
students’ curfewsarearound
that time. However, closing
the park early is not the
ANSWEer.
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Centralite Voices
Do you feel that education in the

United States can be improved? Why

or why not?

There should be

We're behind a lot of

:l dont think students

Teachers need to
teach more about the real
world. They should show
students how certain
subjects will help us later
in life.

more room for taking countries in education. If should have to go to school
electives. By takingclasses the U. S. would spend less longer. If teachers were to
you enjoy, it would be money on war, we'd have liven classes up, students
more fun to learn. more for education. would be more interested.
-Tricia Herrley -Meghan Sullivan -SaRina Young
Sophomore Senior Junior g

I think more schools
should have English
programs that include in-
class themes like Central.
That way they'll be ready
for college .

e

The entire public
education system needs t0
be restructured. There ar¢

very few students whohave
learned up to their
potential ability.
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Ina
Manner
of
Speaking
Shelly Barkes

My final column. I never imagined it would
¢nd, and I'm sure some of my readers didn't either.
Commencement draws closer and closer, and my
grades drop lower and lower. With all this time in
cass that I'm not paying attention, I have some time
tomull over my years here at Central.

HighSchool has taught me alot. I've learned
how torespectauthority and how to earnrespect. I've
karned to budget my time and to balance my budget
(well, maybe not). I've learned to make decisions for
myself through independence and to let others make
them for me through democracy.

ButIsee other lessons learned in high school.
Isee separation, butI see segregation. I see admirable
oyalty, but I see violent rivalry. Isee preference, but
Isee prejudice. I've learned to make friends, not to
mention a few enemies. I’ve learned about the real
world. and I've formed a few opinions.

Now everyone has their own opinions, and
theright to express those opinions is what makes this
tuntry great. So why doesn’t this school believe in

Administration must come
to grips with the truth

this concept?

It's the last paper of our high school
careers,and wedecided to go out witha bangand
make the spread about that ever-popular
subject...sex. But how sexually active are high
school students? In order to write a truly

AIDS spreads like fire

and we can't ask students
if they have had sex

comprehensive story, we decided that an
anonymous poll given toall the homerooms would
give us the statistics needed. So we wrote up a
poll. Oops, better run it by administration first.
Itis an outrage. The Register staff is not
allowed to ask students if they have had sex. It
may “upset parents.” Thisattitude is what scares

me themost. AIDSis spreading like fire, people are
dying, and we can’t ask students if they have had
sex. The main way to fight death and disease is by
knowledge, but the administration of this school
wants to keep the facts in the dark so that parents
won'’t get upset.

I strongly believe in freedom of speech.
Thatincludes freedom of expression through music,
art, and high school newspapers. If you can't deal
with truth, don’t buy the album, don’t go to art
exhibits that may offend you, and don’t keep the
factsabout Central high students a secret. Labeling
records and banning art not only stunts cultural
growth and caters to the closed-minded, it violates
the First Amendment to the Constitution.

I believe that knowledge is the only thing
that prevents needless sufferingand death. But the
administration wantstokeep thisinformation from
the very people that need it the most. If this sort of
censorship continues, I can only say one thing.
Good luck.

Letters to
the
editor

‘Animals feel, hear, breathe,
and see just like we do’

Dear Editor:

Iam writing in response tothe editorial [“Don’t
stop dissection”] that appeared in the April 19th
Register.

I found the article very offending. As a
voice for our school you have the responsibility to
project the views of the students who attend this
school. Tunderstand editorials are just a statement
of opinion, but both opinions were not covered in
that editorial and I feel it should have.

You mentioned the Animal Rights Group
PETA as just another radical group doing illegal
things to free animals. It's an organization that
includes many of our favorite musicians and people
in the public eye, as well as ordinary people doing
their part for a cause they believe in.

Everyone has a right to their opinion. The
ones of us who are againstdissection have the right
to be heard too! What we believe in means a lot to
us. Animals feel, hear, breathe, and see just like we
do. Therefore they have rights. We are the people
who can help them maintain their rights.

People say dissecting a few frogs is no big
dealand because they’renotendangered itshouldn’t
matter. By believing this way they consent to other
forms of animal abuse. Medical research can be
improved through furtherstudy of the humanbody,
not the animals’.

Jenne Butler
Freshman

Editor'snote: Register editorials reflect the
Register Staff’s opinion. Something unique about
the Register is that in every issue the editorial
Page contains a section called “Centralite Voices”
which reflects the students’ opinions on the edito-
tial topic. In the April 19 edition, the Register
Published the opinions of students who were for
oragainst dissection. The Register alsopublished
2 poll of 158 Centralites that asked students
whether they were for or against dissection.

‘Abortion that was supposed to
liberate women is cruel lie of it all”

Dear Editor:

I recently read the editorial “Notification an
Invasion”. The editorial dealt with parental
involvement laws and abortion.

I graduated from Central in the free-
wheeling 70s and therefore have an interest in what
current Eagles are thinking, particularly since my
generation was impressed with many falsehoods.

I entered Central before the “Just Say No”
anti-drug campaign. When some of your mothers
weregivingbirthtoyou, I was walking the halls you
walk now. Roevs. Wadelegalized abortionsduring
my freshman year.

While you were busy growing up, a
staggering number of abortions were prformed, yet
child abuse and poverty cases increased. When I
was at Central, the worst consequence of teenage
sex was pregnancy or venereal disease. Today
abortion erases some evidence of sexuality, but
abortion cannot eliminate AIDS, chlamydia, or the
painful emotions that sometimes accompany sexual
involvement at any age.

I’ve experienced pregnancies both planned
and unplanned, both withinand outside of marriage.
I can tell you that often a child who isn’t wanted at
conception is very much welcomed at birth. You
can never entirely predict how you or your
immediate family will react over the course of nine
months when an unexpected baby is due. You can
never entirely predict how you will feel after
choosing abortion, either.

But the worst thing about abortion, birth
control pills, and everyting else that was supposed
toliberate women twodecadesago was the cruel lie
of it all. I don’t think we've come very far when
women must choose between giving birth and
personalorprofessionalindependence. Malesrarely
choose between babies and education or careers,
babies and relationships, or babies and economic/
emotional survival.

So long as there is legal abortion, society
won’t have to work very hard to get fathers to
assume equal resonsibility for children. There will
be few serious efforts to make quality child care
services affordable and available to all who need
them if we can simply wipe out multitudes of
children before they are even born.

Ifyouryearsata fine high school like‘Central
have taught you anything, I hope you will have
learned to examine issues carefully and beyoqd
whatever notions seem popular. I hope you will
also have the courage to wisely lead your peers a.nd
leave the world a better place foranother generation

of Central students.
Becky White Moertl
Class of ‘76

Memorial park curfew ‘made in the
days of free love and Jimi Hendrix’

Dear Editor:
I am responding to your “Memorial Park”
article released April 19.

Some young citizens of this city favor
extending or eliminating the curfew. The park
cannot, asmuch asIwould likeit to, be “open all the
time.” Money and manpower of the police will
simply not allow it.

The only alternative left for us is to extend
the curfew. Since police want it left at 8 p.m., and
students probably want to hang out until the wee-
hours, I feela COMPROMISE of 11:00 p.m. is proper.
The curfew of 8:00 p.m. was made in the days of
freelove and Jimi Hendrix. Itis horribly outdated.

I'mafraid the curfew will never be changed.
A student group might go in front of a committee,
but after those status-quo loving bureaucrats are in
a conference room, they might issue an opinion on
the matter. Any response would sound like the
following: “We, the conservative, lazy, money-
grabbing, brown-nosing committee of bureaucratic
warthogs, declare that extending the curfew on the
park would not be beneficial to the surrounding
area or the public well-being.”

So ends another student movement.

Nick Englett
Junior

‘Not an excuse for me to join Mafia
or Irish Republican Army’

Dear Editor:

[feel thatanethnic studiescourseisa pretty
good idea for the most part. Perhaps taking this
course will make one a more well rounded person
and get rid of some stereotypical views. However,
after reading Jerome Moore's reasoning for having
this class, I for the most part was quite appalled.
Jerome said that because there is not more on the
African heritage in social studies books that this
causes black kids to drop out of school and go join
the gangs. Quite frankly, I find this reasoning
ridiculous.

I am one with Italian/Irish ancestry. I too
would like to learn more about where I descended
from. But just because every page is not plastered
with whatI wanttoread is simply notan excuse for
me to drop out of school and go out and join the
mafia or the Irish Republican Army.

Bobby Franzese
Junior
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Senior's finals, Advanced Placement tests collide

By Erika Gaylor

“Thank goodness,
I'm done with finals!”
exclaimed oneexcited senior,
Diane Atkinson, who took
two Advanced Placement
tests. Due to scheduling
problems, students who took
one or more Advanced
Placement tests were exempt
from all finals this year
pending on the teacher’s
decision.

According to Dr. G.
E.Moller, principal, “This was
the case, but it depended on
the teacher’s
recommendation.” “If a
student needed this grade to
increase a grade that was on
theboundary line, whether it
be a 2 or 3, or a 4 or 5, the
student had this option, and
the teacher had this power,”
said Head Counselor Harry
Forehand.

Senior Kim Kurtzuba
said it is not fair. “A final is
the responsibility you have
when you sign up for a class.

If I were an AP student, then
I would think it was great,
butIstill don’t think it is fair.
Just because you're good in
one class, it doesn’t mean
you're good in another,” she

explained.
Another  senior
disagrees. Brad Hynek,

senior, said, “Those students
are smart enough to take the

class, so they would pass the
final anyway. Why create
another burden on them?”
The AP tests take
“either all morning or all
afternoon, lasting three to
four hours,” said Mr. Jack
Blanke, AP history teacher.
He said because the “results
are tied in with national
scores, you want your school

CENTRAL A.P. TEST RESULTS 1987-1990

3 or Better

100

20

0

% English For
Lang

History Math Science

Total

todo itsbest.” According to
Mr. Blanke, students “can’t
do that when they have other
tests to study for; plus they
have $65 tied up in it.”

“If it didn’t conflict
so much, it wouldn’t be as
fair. There is no way to study
for both. It would be
impossible with the time we
are given,” Brad Gibson,
senior, said. Brad took three
AP tests. Agreeing, Diane
Atkinson said, “After paying
this much, we need to focus
all ourattentionon these tests
because they can do so much
for us in college.”

Radek Kosior, senior,
took two AP tests, but healso
took his regular English final
because his teacher requested
it. Radek said, “I don’t mind

because I respect her
decision.”
Mrs. Juanita

Merrigan-Potthoff, English
teacher, gave all her students
the final. She said she was
not “comfortable evaluating

theirgradeasa totalreflection
of the semester without the
final.”

“Allthrough theyear
Istressresponsibleaction. We
work toward a point of
completion, and if they don't
take the final, they are
deprived of thatcompletion.”
“Students who  are
responsible will not mind
taking the final,” according
to Mrs. Merrigan-Potthoff.

In her experience of
13 years, Mrs. Merrigan-
Potthoff has found that the
finals usually improve the
grade. “It is a strong
accomplishment on the
students’ partand itisa true
learning experience,” she
said.

Mrs. Merrigan
Potthoff sees scheduling as
one of the problems. But she
said, “I'm not hurting their
chances on the AP test; my
students know I will help
them to schedule around the
tests.”

Maggie Boyle provides support for campaign

By Katie Rickerl

After twelve days of
hard work and hours of
nervous anxiety, an ecstatic
smile spread across Maggie
Boyle’s face as she was
reassured of her mom’s
victory.

Maggie Boyle,
Central junior, is currently
involved in her mom’s
political campaign for the
Omaha City Council.

Maggie and the
Boyle family ended the first
partof Anne Boyle’s write-in
campaign on Tuesday, April
2. The

Boyle family is
delighted that the campaign
which lasted justless than two
weeks was so successful.

Maggie felt that the
“positive response” to the

campaign was
“overwhelming.”
Maggie said,

“Campaigning is a lot of fun
because you get to meet
people you’ve never met
before.”

Maggie indicated
that her family’s lifestyle is
affected by thecampaign. She
noted that in her family
schedules often conflict which
makes it “difficult to have
dinner together or to do
something as a family.”

But, Maggie thinks
her mom’s campaign also
brings her family together.
She explains that the older
Boyle children are no longer
living at home, but all five of
thechildren work togetheron
Mrs. Boyle’s campaign.

“We're all working
toward the same thing,”
Maggie commented. Because
of Mrs. Boyle’s campaign,
Maggie sees her relatives
outside of her immediate

Y 1w

family more oftenasopposed
to “just on the holidays.”

One thing Maggie
misses is the “stability of a
my mom’s regular job” and
“being able to contact her
anytime I want.”

Mrs. Boyle’s
campaign also affects
Maggie’s privatelife. Shesaid
that her teachers and friends
donottreatherdifferently on
account of her mom’s
campaign because “they
realize we are individual
people.”

However, Maggie
does notice that she and her
familyare “putinto the public
eye.” Maggie feels that thisis
adisadvantage of politicsand
that everybody “needs some
privacy.”

“There is nothing I
do that everybody needs to
know about,” Maggie
remarked.

When asked if she
would consider a career in
politics, Maggie responded,
“Idon’twanttoruleanything
out for my future, [but] right
now I couldn’t see myself
doing it.”

She said, “Ever since
I was born I've had relatives
in public office,” indicated
that she knows the
advantages and
disadvantages of being from
a family involved in politics.

Maggie thinks she
wouldenjoy a career working
with people that would allow
her to maintain a private life
rather than get involved in
politics.

Her family’s
involvement in politics has
affected the way Maggie lives
her life. She said, “We strive
to help people; it’s the way |
was brought up.” She feels

working  within  the
community “makes you
appreciate where you live.”

Maggie encourages
her mom'’s efforts. She puts
the happiness of her mom
before her own personal
feelings about the campaign.

Maggie said, “I can
deal with how the campaign
affects me negatively.”

Shecommented that
to see her mom happy
“makes me feel the same
way.”

“I'm really proud of
both of my parents [and] I
would never regret anything
they’ve done,” Maggie
speculated.

Although Maggie
feels confident that her mom
will do well in the next
election on Tuesday, May 14,
she is prepared for the worst.

Maggie would be
disappointed if hermom ost,

Schools Open
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Martin Luther King Day

Second Semest

Cheryl Kulus
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council seat.

Maggie Boyle, junior, discusses campaign strategy with
her mother. The Boyle family is active in politics, and
Maggie supports her mother's efforts to attain a city

but, “Iwould feel that the
people voiced their opinion;
everyonehas theright to their
own opinion.”

Omaha Public Schools Calander, 1991-1992
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Maggie added, I
would want toactlikeit never
happened, butyoucan’tgain;
anything unless you try.”

September 2

November 15
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Decathlon goes on to
national competition

Central’s  state-
champion Decathlon team
recently returned from
national competition in Los
Angeles, California.

The team, named state
champions in March, spent
five daysin California for the
competition. The team
competed in speech and
mterview competitions on
one day, and competed in
tests and the Super Quiz the
next day.

SeniorMike
Hendricks won a bronze
medal in Language and
Literature and a Silver in the
Essay competition. Also,
senior Suzy Wolff won an
award for the highest score
on the team.

As well as
competing, the team toured
Universal Studios and spent
an afternoon at the beach in
Santa Monica.

f50phomore involved
in Opera's Magic Flute

Thad Domina,
sophomore,recently
appeared in Opera Omaha'’s
production of The Magic Flute.

In the opera, he played
theback half of a “gir-a-mel,”
animaginary animal thatisa
combination of a giraffe and
a camel. Thad found out
about auditions from his
stepmother who is involved
in Opera Omaha. He danced
in the opera which took place
April 3,5,7,and 11.

Choirs, band score at
District Music Contest

April 19 and 20 the
vocal and instrumental music
departments participated in
the District Music Contest
held at Ralston High School.
A Cappella, CHSSingers,and
Orchestra received “1”
ratings, the highest ratings
possiblein Contest. Band and
JazzBand received “2” scores.
Inaddition to Central’s large
groups; vocal solos, small
groups, and instrumental
solos also participated in
Contest.

Russian a language
option next year

An addition to the
foreignlanguage department
next year will allow Central
students to take Russian in
addition to their primary
second language.

Mrs. Daryl Bayer,
head of the foreign language
department and French
teacher, said that this class is
only a supplement to the
otherforeignlanguages. “We
do not encourage students to
take Russian instead of their
first foreign language,” she
said.

Theclass hasalready
been in the announcements,
and studentsareaware thatit
is available. Although the
teacher for the class has not
beenarranged yet, Mrs. Bayer
said that the department
plans on making the Russian
class into a four-year

program.

Sean Chapman

Students selected for
Boys' and Girls' State

American
Government teachers and
counselors have selected
Central’s representatives for
the 1991 Boys’ and Girls'State
seminars. Students selected
will spend a week at UNL
this summer where they will
learnabout state government
activities and compete for
state offices.

Representatives are
juniors Matt Scanlon, Michael
Taylor, Emily Hooi, and Kris
Turco. Alternates are juniors
ClintRichards, Walt Buckley,
LaVonya Watson, and Else
Festersen.

They work in honitals, clinics,
physicians’ offices, public healtk,
government, industry and educa-
tional facilities. They’re radio-
logic technologists, and they take
x-rays, administer radiation
therapy and apply the principles
of nuclear medicine. One of
the youngest of the paramedical
fields, radiologic technology is an
expanding, exciting career choice.

At Immanuel’s Schooi of
Radiologic Technology. you can
be a radiologic technologist in just
two years. No college degree 1s
required. A high schoo! diploma

SOME
PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEVER WORK
IN A STUDIO.

and ACT scores are all you
need to apply. Our two-year
fully accredited program 1is
offered through our Radiclogy

Department.

details.

Be an allied health specialist in
radiologic technology. And, train
with the best. Contact Immanuel
Medical Center at (402) 572-2043
for your free brochure and further

Immanuel
MEDICAL CENTER

6301 North 72nc Street - Omaha, Nebraska 68122

Centralites appear at
Commuity Playhouse

Two Central
students are making their
Omaha Community
Playhouse debut in the
production of The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie. Katy
Deatherage, sophomore,
plays Mary MacGregor, and
Amy Knoepfler, sophomore,
plays Ruthie. The play isthe
story of Miss Brodie, a teacher,
and her influence over the
girls she teaches.

Debate banquet to be
in courtyard May 15

The Central Debate
team will hold its second
annual Debate Banquet May
15, in the Central Courtyard.
Team members gave
certificates and awards for
their participation in the
Central Debate Programand
the National Forsenics
League. Parents
attended. Members of the
team gave performances.
Participants are Sean
Chapman, Dan Fellman,
Marie Holzpafel, Taria
Conley, Michelle Crowell,
Eric Schumaker, and Tina
Ray. Mrs. Kris Bertch is
SpONSsOr.

_Students study pottery

Saturday, May 11
and Sunday, May 12, Mr.
Larry Hausman, Central art
teacher, held a workshop at
his farm for OPS artstudents
to learn about multicultural
pottery techniques. ~ They
will use pit fires, black
burnish, and Japanese Raku
which are primitive firing
techniques used in creating
pottery in many cultures
throughout the world.

Junior to attend June
science workshop

Pete Thorson, Central
junior, was selected as a
student representative of
Nebraska to participatein the
United States Department of
Energy Honors Program.

Pete and Quen Chin
were nominated by Mr. John
Waterman and Mr. Jerry
Doctor to apply for this
program. From June 16-26th,
Pete will work with other
students from various states
at the Livermore Laboratory
and National Energy
Research Center(NERC)in
Livermore, California. In the
program, Pete will use the
Cray Super Computer to
assist in his experiments in
mathematical concepts.

)

Talk 1o somecne wiho knows tha lacls
.. like your parents, or the puople at
Planned Parenthood
Al Planned Parenthood, we ofice
. Informalion about all options of
birth contral.
. Low-cos! birth contiol supplivs
for women and mon
. Free preynancy tesling.
. Complele conlidentiality.
. Caring counselors.

@ P Ianned Parenthood

canscal Blulls

If you're old enough
to get pregnant.,
You're old enough not fo.

)\ Don't take chances with your life...
GET THE FACTS!

Visit one of our clinics:

4610 Dodge St
Omaha, ME
£E54-1240

6415 Amas Ave
Omaha, NE
455-21210

1604 Second Ave
Councid Blulls, 1A
222 GL50

13331 Gold Carcle
Omaha, NE
333 2050

W eall the 24 -hour FACTS-OF-LIFELINE

_ior tecorded messages on barth conligl, preg

nancy, and other health issues From a touch
tone phone, Jial 558 PLAN (558 7526)

NS

4.
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Chilean visits Central

Sean Chapman !

teacher.

Members of U.C.A.N., United Colors and Nationalities, recently hosted an ethnic
food fair in Central's courtyard. The students cooked and served ethnic dishes for all of the
faculty members at Centrral . U.C.A.N. is sponsored by Mrs. Clarena Eure, special education

Schuerman discusses
of education

future

Recently, Register
staff members Dan Fellman
and Rick Besangon
interviewed Dr. Norbert
Schuerman, superintendent
of the Omaha Public Schools.
Dr. Schuerman responded to
questions about President
Bush’s new education plan
and the state of education in
Americatoday. Followingare
the questions and Dr.
Schuerman’s responses.

Q.. Do American
Schools need an overhaul?

A.: Yes,schoolsneed
to improve. I do not want to
leave the impression that
everything is wrong—lots of
good things are happening,
especially in the metro area.

But, staffs must
rededicate themselves and
behaveaccordingly. Wemust
remember that all can learn.

Q.. Are poor test
scores an indication of
problems?

A.: Personally, I
would like our students to
score higher. However,
education is more than how
many facts one knows on a
pencil and paper test.
Lifetime skills are also
important.

Q.: Doyou think that

the United States should go
into deficit spending for
education?

A.: I do not know if
we need to go that far, but
additional support is needed
if schools are toimprove. No
improvement is found
through rhetoric and lofty
goals. We need reasonable
expectations and local
commitmentfromthe private
sector, parents, staff, and
students.

Q.: What do you
think about Bush’s plan of
mass examination?

A.: Expectations and
standards need to be looked
at carefully. Whether or not
everyone should take the
same test is a real question. I
would like to see the tests
first.

Q.. What do you
think of differential pay for
teachers?

A.: Some sort of
differential pay should be
developed. I wish I had the
panacea for coming up witha
system which would
appropriately recognize the
superior or master teacher.

Currently, no good
system exists to differentiate
pay:

Q.:Doyou think that
teachers should be rewarded
forresearchand development
in their fields?

A.: I think that
teachers should be rewarded
for doing a great job with
students in the classroom.
Merit pay has not been
accepted well because there
is difficulty in measurement
of merit.

Q.: What do you
think about the President’s
proposal of 535 “new”
schools?

A.: The concept is
interesting, even though it is
political. If congress passes
the proposal,Iwould dowhat
[ could to getone.

Q.: In President
Bush’s plan, open enrollment
is raised.

A If open
enrollment means that
parents and students can
attend schools in other
districts, then Iam not totally
in support. Ido not believe
that running away from the
problem is the answer.

Q.: How would you
describe the present state of
education in America?

A.. Schools are

Sean Chapman

By Allison Atkinson

Imagine sitting in a room, watching those around
you speak, hearing all, but understanding little of what is
said. Frustrating? Yes. But for David Moreno, a visiting
studentfrom Chile, itisachallenge and alearning experience
that he will carry around for the rest of his life.

David is one of many foreign exchange students
that have come to the United States with one sole purpose:
to learn English.

David arrived in the United States knowing no
English but willing to learn. He does what is known as
auditing. This means that he goes to class just as other
students, does the homework that he can understand, but
mainly listens and learns basic English. A difficult task.

Having already graduated from high school in
Chile, David is here as a senior. David is living with a host
family while he is in the United States and will go back to
Chile to continue his education in June.

Mr. ElvisDominguez, Spanish teacher, came to the
United States under similar circumstances at the age of
nine.

“The sole purposeis to totally immerse yourself in
the culture, your surroundings. You jump in the water
with both feetand takeitday by day,” says Mr. Dominguez.

Mr. Dominguez says that he remembers feeling
just as David is feeling now.

“Heisscared. He doesn’t want tobelaughed at; he
doesn’twanttomakea mistake,” explained Mr. Dominguez.

“It's hard for people to understand what it feels
like to walk around for twenty-four hours, day after day,
taking the same classes everybody else is taking, but only
understanding less than half of what everyone else
understands. It's frightening and very frustrating.”

But David is determined. He goes from class to
class listening intently, hanging on the words he can
understand, struggling around those he can't.

Despite being here for a year, David still feels
somewhatinadequatebecause he constantly has tostruggle
to get his points across and to understand what peopleare
saying.

David says, “I wish thatI could speak better. I am
trying ”

Mr. Dominguez remembers feelling like “are they
talking about me? Am I saying it right? What are they
thinking? What are they saying?

“But yes, David is trying. He's here, that's worth
more than any words he could possibly take back with
Nm-ﬂ

Although David can’t “possibly learn all of the
English there is to know, he will go back to Chile with a
good foundationif he wants to continue learning English,”
said Mr. Dominguez.

David states, “I want to do better, that is all.”

“Even I am still learning,” states Mr. Dominguez.
“Just simple things will continue to stump David for a
while, but the effort he’s making is tremendous, and what
little English he does take back with him will be worth so
much.”

M.

Dr. Norbert Schuerman is superintendent of the Omaha
Public Schools.

improvingacross thecountry.

helpkidslearn, rather thant0

Whe&er thepaceisadequate  gaye money. We need to look
is debatable. at how money is being spent:

It appears to me that  Weneed to spend efficiently,
we need a greater and get the maximum out of

cemmitment. Schools exist to

the tax dollars for education:
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By Erika Gaylor

The fear of authority. Do
those uniformed enforcement officers,
or better known as cops, hinder or
felp? What happened to the days
when you would try and get that
riendly, yet massive police officer to
wave at you?

Most Central students will
siy he turned intoa frightful authority
fizure. His stature demanded utmost
Otbedience from your behavior at a
time when your mind was telling you
1> do the opposite of anything legal.
They still have the same
controland power. Beforeitwasused
(0 help you if the need arose. Now
they are there to prevent and punish
‘legal, yet typical, adolescent acts.

Police officers “are justdoing
their job, and I respect them for that,”
said Kelsey Gibb, senior. However,
twoseniors donot harbor any kind of
respect for cops, and they have been
nenough trouble with them toknow.

One senior alone has been
arrested for shoplifting, false
information, assault, disturbing the
peace, and failure to pay fines.
Another senior attributes his lack of
respect to the fact the police do not
respect teens.

Whatever teens call them -
pigs, cops, cherries, bacon - most
teenagers have respect for them and
what they do, according to Kelsey.
According to Sergeant William
Kingston, respect forauthority “keeps
society intact.” Officer Marlin
McClarty said, “Kids don’thave tobe
more respectful, but justas they would
toward any otherindividual.” Police,
he insisted, see the “good and bad” in
all people.”

Freshman, lan Barns said, “1
used to have more respect, butasIgot
older, I realized they don’t do that
much.”

According to Mr. McClarty,
youth see cops as authority figures

with “too much power.” Young and
older people are “uneasy with police
yielding so much power,” he said.
The image comes from television and
movies, according to Mr. McClarty.
One of the main jobs of the
policeistoenforce thedrinking lawin
the state of Nebraska. Students, who
oftenbreak thislaw, seemto fear police
even when they are being legal.
Junior SaRina Young said
speeding is the extent of her criminal
activity. Her view of policemen

By Becky Beerling

_ College, the one word that

glves some spring seniors butterflies
and makes other seniors cringe.

Deciding what college to

choose is a problem facing the

majority of the seniors about to

graduate from Central. First of all,

how do you find the college that is

right for you?

“The first step is to go to
the college fair where you can sign
up to get information from many
different colleges,” said Stephanie
Sirois, senior.

Stephanie applied to four

£ schools: Bradley, Duke, Santa Cruz,

and Creighton. Shesaid narrowing
down was hard because there were
S0 many she wanted to go to.
There are many different
factors that affect students’ college
decisions. Carl Griffin, senior, said,
“It's hard because I have to choose
between athletics, friends, and
family.” Carl applied to seven
colleges; they are Central in Pella,
Iowa, Iowa State, UNL, Washburn
in Topeka, Kansas, and Northemn

Police viewed as authority figures:
Conflict between youth and police continues

“kind of negative on youth.” They
need tobe shown by example that the
youth can be trusted, according
Officer McClarty.

~ Some teens feel they are
responsible enough to drink. “If I'm
old enough to go to jail, I should be
able to drink,” said an anonymous
senior. Officer McClarty reinforces
his view that many students’ bodies
are “not as mature as adults.”
Therefore, the police find ways to
hinder youth’s illegal activity and

Officer McClarty said he believes youth
should be able to go "anywhere as long as
they don't do illegal activity, which includes
keeping the noise down and refraining from

littering."

changed when a policeman simply
“treated her like a criminal.” SaRina
said, “Police abuse their power.”

A common thought among
youth at Central is that Omaha is a
boring city. Even with the few night
clubs in town there is not a place
where social gathering can safely take
place. Officer McClarty said he
believes youth should be able to go
“anywhere as long as they don’t do
illegal activity, which includes
keeping the noisedownand refraining
from littering.”

Officer McClarty refers to a
proverbial phrase, “when I was
young,” to show how “team
establishments” worked. “We used
to chaperone ourselves at these
dances.” Officer McClarty isunsureit
would work, now. When youth get
together, it seems there always has to
be fights and drinking, he observed.
In thiscommunity, he said, peopleare

because many crimes involving
students have been commited under
the influence of drugs including
alcohol,according toOfficer McClarty.

Freshmen Rodd Fuller and
David Christensen said that students
should be able to go to parties as long
as they don’t indulge in alcohol and
not be ticketed.

Sergeant Kingston has
worked undercover six years, both in
narcoticsand on the vice squad where
he was in charge of enforcing liquor
violations, prostitution,and gambling,.
Because he was young-looking, he
wasable to “getin” on the major drug
situations. When he was head of his
vice squad, Sergeant Kinston used
plainclothed policemen to enter
Creighton parties and “make
observations.”

If they saw enough violation,
they would let the other police officers
inand point out those who were guilty

Register =——————News 7

College decisions count

Colorado.

Carl chose these colleges
because of his aunt, his best friend,
and athletic scholarships.

The counseling office is also
there to help, when you're stuck. “I
went down there and they helped
givemeideasabout financial aspects,”
said Walter Hess, senior.

The financial aspect of
colleges is becoming increasingly
moreimportantas the cost of colleges
Increases. Alex Harz, senior, said,
“It'shard because you have to balance
out study, location, and price.”

For you juniors who are
starting to feel the increasing tension
of the college decision, here is some
advice from seniors. “Going to the
college fair is the best thing you can
do,” said Stephanie.

“Donot go justbecause your
friends say itis a good school; go visit
and find out for yourself,” said Walter
Hess, senior. “Once you decide do
what you feel is best; don’t let people
change yourmind for you,”said Alex.
“Choose the best one that fits you,”
said Carl.

or innocent, whichever was the
majority.

Sergeant Kingston
emphasized, “Wecan’tgointoateen
liquor party unless there is obvious
violations or neighbor’s complaints.”
Officer McClarty said, “There isnota
need for undercover police officers in
the schools because we have a good
rapport withstudentsall over the city
who will inform us about illegal
activities, including big parties.”

Students view policemen as
the authority figures. Tina Wagner
said she hoped police would realize
that not all teens are as bad as
policemen think. According to
SergeantKingston, itseemstogetback
to the point that the majority will ruin
it for the minority.

There are some
misconceptions onbothsides. Officer
McClarty said, “One common myth,
name dropping, gets you nowhere
whenyouareintrouble withthelaw.”
Ifastudentisata party where thereis
drinking, he/she cannot get a ticket
for Minor in Possession. But if they
are in a car, most police will give a
ticket.

Sergeant Kingston would like
to clear up the misconception that all
policemenare “crooked.” Withall his
years in vice and narcotics, he said, “
I never doubted the integrity of other
officers,and we dealt with large sums
of money.” He would also like to
eradicate the image thatall cops “hate”
teens. “The majority of them want to
understand teens, and their
problems,” Sergeant Kingston said.

Other conflicts between teens
and policemen include speeding and
vandalism. “Weoften have verylittle
trust in the student’s driving ability,”
said Officer McClarty.

Youth say policemen should
realize not all “of us” are bad.

Police say that youth should
realize not all “of us” are bad.
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A warning to students:
Date rape surges on

American campuses

By Bob Zeilinski

caving high school for college life
brings out fears of date rape in many
female studentsat Central. Daterape
is onc of the leading crimes on college
campuses all over the United States.
The Federal Burcau of
lnvcsi‘iga.tionscstimatcs thata woman
israped every sixminutesin America.
This information is based on
% estimation because many women fail
to report a rape to the police. Women may seck reliet through
Rape-Crisis Hotlines instead of filing charges against their
attacker,

According to Kathy Tolleffrud, a community educator
for the YWCA, “People are starting to recognize what date rape
isand reportit. Date rape victimsarealso morelikely to report.”

Tolleffrud cited statistics saying, “60% of women aftera
rape go through post-trauma syndrome and 20% of victims
attempt suicide.” :

“I'm really afraid of date rape. Itis probably my biggest

fear,” said Jennifer Walters, sophomore.

SR S |

Jennifer Beal, sophomore, stated,”Schools thigh schools)
could certainly try and help publicize the issue.” '

Tollefrud agreed, saying, “Yes,absolutely” highschools
should be doing more toeducate students about rape.

Characteristics fo a date rapist includea person with a
strong disrespect forwomenand someone who hasbeen abusin g
drugs or alcohol, according to a rape counselor who wished to
remain nameless. Many Central students agreed that drinking
does play a large part in date rapes when one or both of the
individuals had been drinking,

Linda Heidvogel, sophomore, commented, “A lot of
people say that the girl puts herself in the situation of being
raped.” h

Tolleffrud suggested the attitudeof many meninvolved
indaterapeisoneofbeing justified in their action because of the
expense of the date.,

Rape counselors are united in their advice to young
women in how to avoid date rape. They recommend carefully
choosing dates by getting to know the person involved. Also,
there are many classes which girls may take to learn self-
defense tactics for a rape situation,

An anonymous rape counselor commented that the
naturc of a rapeis very degrading and inhumane. The process
of bringing charges and going to court to face a rapist is very
traumatic and often makes the woman feel victimized all ovor
again, she added.

Allcounsclorsinterviewed agreed that highschoolsdo
so little to inform girls about rape it is up to individuals to
educate themselves and learn defensive techniques.

Students' opinions on sex

*When is the right time to
have sex?

& 85% of students polled approve of premarital sex

@ 51% of students polled feel date rape is a
problem in high school

@ 76% of students polled would report a date-rap¢

What type of birth control doy
think is the most effective agal

pregnancy?

Note: According to statistics from Planned
Parenthood, the birth controll pill is the most
effective type of birth control. It is 98% effeetive.\
Condoms are 90% effective.

Birth control: a c

By Shelly Barkes get on the Plll “hecausd i

wish people could hear the Other studeniSgmy. A
heartbreakingsobsofgirlswho  said that he “wanted
come in and find that they are explained that the rea
pregnant.” Jean AnnBallinger,  without condoms.” A
Director of Education at people donot use birth
Planned Parenthood, explained  the moment.”
the difficult consequences that Someschoolsin
msultfmmalad&ofbir&oontrd are nNOwW making
use. For Central students, the  condoms available
choicesinvolvedinbirthcontrol ~ gchools to  limif
are difficult. wh

. nted pregnancy
“Birth control is the responsibility of both theman sy | P ocually
and thf woman,” said one senior, “because it takes two to transmitted diseases:
tang’o. The reason he said that he felt this way is because “1 Ms. Ballinger said that
don' twanttobea fatheryet.” Many studentsagreedthatthe  ghe would favor this
responsibility is of both parties involved. step if it would pre]

“You should use the pill and a condom because yonei ‘s
' you  “zn inOmahaw?
;g;d to prevent diseases as well as pregnancy,” said a junior  and highly unlikely-
: o Some student®
Many girls choose to use birth control pills. Asenior  gchools is a good id¢?

girl, said she “went on the pill to regulate my menstrual

“cond inesin
cycle.” She wenton tosay thather mother suggested that she i

think that people woul
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i By Emily Rennard
ifty percent of high school students are sexually active
during the high school years and 90 percent of the total
populationis involved sexually beforemarriage, according
toMs. Jean Ann Ballinger, Director of Education at Planned
Parenthood.
These statistics, according to Ms. Ballinger, are
the highest everin history. “In the late ‘60’sand early ‘70’s,
things began to change in the levels of sexual activity. The
numbers have continued to increase and are the highest
" today despite negative messages about AIDs and other
§ ¥'s (Sexually Transmitted Diseases).”
= Ms. Ballinger blames part of the large increase in premarital sex
i changing message of society. “The movies of the ‘60’s showed that nice
kdon’t have sex. Today, the message is the opposite, that it is not cool to not
R sex.”
“I believe that there are basically two messages that teenagers get
eming sex. One is that they absolutely should nqt be involved in sex. The
*ris that everyone is having sex; why not just do it?”
| The decision to have sex, according to Ms. Ballinger, is a hard one to
't many people “are pressured into having sex before they are actually
iy,
_'A' Many fears face teenagers in the decision to have sex. “Will I get caught?
|'my parents find out? What will my friends think of me? These are more
'mon before having sex but while they are making the decision of whether to
0. Fears of pregnancy and STD’s do not usually come until after the fact,”
Ballinger said.
p 1 “There was a study of sexually active teenagers and the great majority of
nsaid that the right age to have sex was older than they were at the time they

“Ms. Ballingersaid. “A lotof people have sexand are sorry they did not wait

 you] | an older age.”

Ms. Ballinger said thatat least half of the time people, especially younger
7le,are under the influence of alcohol or some other drug when they havessex.
Tthe first time having sex,43% of women report being influenced chemically,”

] Wdded.
She also said that on the college level, one in five people have sex and
| ¥ regret it because of the influence of alcohol or drugs. Outof 96 juniors
Useniors polled at Central, 23% report regretting a sexual act while being
influenced by drugs or alcohol.
v One major question dealing with sex is the topic of premarital sex.
| 'ral students have mixed views on sex before marriage. “Sex is something
should be done after marriage. It is supposed to be sacred,” said one junior

=l

2. - Another senior  their problem.”
*sponsibility.” He
Use “sex is better
£'td that sometimes

. senior felt that “if people aren’t mature enough to handle it, it's

Ms. Ballinger attributed the lack of birth control use to
various misconceptions. “Many girls feel embarrassed, or think
they need parent permission,” she said, “and some think they

Jifferent people, different perspectives

Shafi Firoz, sophomore, does not believe in premarital sex because he is
Christian and “Christianity does not allow for it.”

A sophomore girl believes that sex before marriage isacceptable. “Idon’t
think you have to wait because it can be special even if you are not married,” she
said.

Another sophomore said that the issue of premarital sex depends on the
circumstance. “It all depends on whether or not you really love and trust
eachother.”

According to some students, sex is “addictive.” “There is so much draw
onceyou’ve had sex. Before you have sex though, you never really think of it,” said
a senior male.

Ms. Ballinger said that “there is a lot of controversy in the sexual
education field as to whether or not sex is truly addictive. The sex drive is strong,
but what does ‘addictive’ mean? Is that the only force and the rest of life just gets
taken over by sex?”

A mandatory class in high school today is Human Growth and
Development, a sexual education class. Dr. G.E. Moller, Central principal, the
class is "working beautifully.” He said, "Every time I visit classes I am amazed at
the matters being discussed, vital matters to teenagers."” Dr. Moller added that the
class, which was started only two years ago, was "long overdue.”

Despite the informational course, some people believe that the schools
should do more to educate and prepare students for the world of sex. Schools in
larger citiesin America are beginning to sell contraceptives tostudents to promote
safe sex and to attempt to control Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD's).

Joe Le, senior, said that the schools should sell condoms because “most
kids will doitanyway and they need the protection and might not otherwise get
it.”

Bill Savidge, senior, has a different view. “They should not be sold in
schools because it promotes sexual activities when they may not otherwise be
considered.”

Dr. Molleragrees with Bill. "Here in the Midwest, westill have conservative
parents and taxpayers who feel we're in the business of educationand not to sell
contraceptives. If we were selling condoms in school, we certainly would not be
discouraging abstention,” he said.

Ms. Ballinger said that the sale of condoms in schools could produce
another problem in that the purchase of condoms is “something which some
people like to do privately.” She said that the sale of condoms in schools might
invade people’s privacy. “Itis unlikely that OPS (Omaha Public Schools) will ever
offer condoms to students, but you never can tell.”

Dr. Moller said that the Human Growthand Development class could not
be all that the schools do on the matter of sexual education. "Biology classes, home
economics, child development, family living, all these classes talk about sex.
There has to be overlapping because of the subject matter,” he said.

Bversial issue among students

Some girls do not use the pill asa form of birth control
due to fears of “side-effects.” Ms. Ballinger stated that the pill
is safer than risking pregnancy or unguarded sex.

“There are only slight, harmless side effects, and for
everyone thatreports that they have gained weighton the pill,

*ygetcaughtupin  won’t have transportation or enough money.” therf.'_ is someone who says that they have lost weight while

- The i fou e exptt Bl L R S O dthon iy i oyl pvosii ik
by ; . the recipient, thus, th whatthey canafford. addition to using birth control pills, people who
. S go onthel pitherec ?yf’zienlal cl:)e:sent is not  visit the clinic are encouraged to use condoms. “People have
S = " requiredand parentsare faiththattheir partnersdon’thavean STD [sexually transmitted
not informed. disease]. But everyone who has had previous partners is at

®who plan and visit Planned Parenthood
-4

risk,” Ms. Ballinger said.

“About one-third to
it “One thing thatis interesting to me is that if girls have

one-half of the people

" down upon. : having sex for the first  sex they’re sluts and if boys have sex they’re_ s.tuds," Ms.
. : timed%notuseanyform Ballinger said, “and girls who eplan and visit Planned
& ?fvdlllnger, Planned Parenthood . of birth control,” Ms. Parenthood are looked down upon. To think that a girl is
hancy, saving her virtue by putting herself at risk of pregnancy is

Ballinger said. “People are embarrassod to buy over-the-counter
methods.” According to Ms. Ballinger, the U.S. has the highest

teenage pregnancy rate of developed countries. _
Some students said that they had had sex without using

3 WMy, however,

: ixed-up thinking.”
Isitas controversial really mixed-up thinking

Ms. Ballinger suggested that if people communicate,
are honest, and if they are responsible about using birth

[z avallable i i » 1 and avoiding STD's, there would be less risk. “Even
Bt protection. One senior explained that he has been “caught off- control a g ’ _ sk, “1
=un?:rtdﬁg:.$mfl guard,” and a sophomo::]s’aid she had sex before the pill was in adults have enough trouble fulfilling these qualities, she
"~ bout it.” Anotl.ief effect. “I was so scared that I was pregnant,” she said. said.

- e —————e—— R s
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Prom: A night in Shangri-la

Prom queen and king, Felicia Webster and Terrence Jackson. Prom royalty included:
Heather Dunbar, Jennifer Boatright, Shani Sellman, and Blake Thomas, for queen, and
for king, Mike Digiacomo, Dorrell Morrow, Mike Stansberry, and Wiff Farrell.

For the fun of it this season

Putt-Putt , the “in” sport

By Tom Rose

. “Putt-Puttfor the fun
of it!” That is no joke. For
many years the fun loving
sport of Putt-Putt Golf has
been established in Omaha
and now that spring is here,
thatfun golfingspiritcanstart

This article contains
opinions of the writer

up again.

Some people at
Central High School might
say, “Putt-Putt? Yeahright.”
Seriously it’s no joke. Putt-
Putt Golf is Omaha’s largest
and most fun miniature golf
course. With six 18 hole
courses, multi-gamediscount
prices, birthday parties,
group rates, weekday and
weeknight specials, what
more can one ask for?

At Putt-Putt Golf,
located at Northwest 9216
Maple and 9112 W Center
Rd, anybody and everybody
can have a good time. With
the right attitude, there are
numerous possibilities and
countless ways of having fun.

Matt Hoffman,
junior, said, “It's fun for
everybody. Real golf takes
time to learn, but Putt-Putt
doesn’t. It takes no skill and
no mind whatsoever.”

Blake Thomas,
senior, said, “I think it makes

a great date.”

OK.- It's
understandable if someone
wouldn’t want to take a girl
or a guy to play a little Putt-
Putt golf, or they feel like
playing a game that takes
some mind power. Thegame
of Putt-Putt is still an option.
Matt Conn, junior, stated, “I
like calculating the precise
angled shots towards the
perfection of a hole in one.”

Maybe calculations
arenotastrong pointfor some
students. That still won't
keep them fromappreciating
a hole-in-one. “To make a
hole in one is such an accom-
plishment!” Carie Weyer-
man, sophomore, exclaimed

"I like the
architecture"

Molly Philips
senior

obviously picturing it in her
mind.

Since the subject of a
hole-in-one has been
mentioned quite a bit, It
would be a pity if someone
got the wrong idea. Thisisn’t

the only reason people play
Putt-Putt. Molly Phillips,

v ) - .

senior, stated, “I like the
architecture.”

And talking about
architecture, sophomores
Shaffi Firoz and Dimetrius
Richardsbothsaid, “Ilike the
challenge the obstacles give
me.

As anyone can see,
the game of Putt-Putt is for
everybodyand anybody. All
youneed istheright attitude.
Sure, people think itmakesa
great date, others like to
calculate angles, and some
love the accomplishment of
making a hole-in-one, but
there are still more reasons to
play the wonderful game.

Sandy Kaiser,
sophomore, said, “I just like
to play because it's
enjoyable.”

Belinda Kitt, junior,
said, “It’s fun and it makes
you concentrate.”

For those students
who would rather stay at
home and watch T.V. instead
of play Putt-Putt, they’re
missing out. If the reason is
lack of energy, then they
obviously haven’theard what
Matt Turpen, junior, had to
say, “IV'seasy and notenergy
consuming.”

It's obvious fellow
Central students; Putt-Putt
Golf is the “in” sport this
spring.

sunoD Jayieay

By Shelly Barkes by the newly crowned queen
Shangri-la. The  and king,and the prom went
word means paradise. This on. After a few dances, ::
year’spromthemesuitedthe  was time for some thir<:
festivities well. quenching. Fifty cents for 5
All right, so the soda? Well, I guess -
weather wasn’t exactly eighteen-dollarticketsdid- |
rfect. The 45- go to the refreshme
ge e g r e e Huge committee. Then ha
temperatures banners some time to look
mixed with off-| seemed to W the courtyard.
and-on showers| flpat Itsamazing
caused somedying | nverhead. . . what the Student
hair-do’sand chills Council did with this
for those wearing place where [ eat

strapless dresses.
But this didn’t stop the many
prom-goers determined to
have a good time and dance
the night away.

I walked into the
doorsand it just didn't seem
like the same Central High
that I attend during the day.
The lights were dim, and a
hugedragonloomed over the
entrance to the dance. Music
drifted out, and as I put my
umbrella in my locker, I was
filled with anticipation at
the thought of who would be
prom royalty.

The announcement
was made: Felicia Webster
and Terrence Jackson. The
traditional dance was enjoyed

lunch every day.
Hugebannersseemed to float
overhead as a fountain
bubbled behind Oriental
screens. The ambiance was
enhanced by hanging
Oriental lights.

The tables were
adorned by balloons tied to
Chinese food carry-out
containers, empty of cour=
The Student Council must
have had to eat a lot of
Chinese take-out.

After dancing and
many smiles for picture-
happy friends, it was time
to spend the rest of the
evening (and early morning)
making prom a night to
remember.

Sounds

Lazer Majic
Yes
May 10-June 1

Kountze Planetarium

UNO

Jane's Addiction
May 20
Ak Sar Ben

Black Crow's and
Jelly Fish

May 21

Music Hall

Jeff Healey
June 2
Peony Park

David Lee Roth
Cinderella
Extreme

June 5

Civic Auditorium

18.75 adv.

Clash of Titans
Slayer
Megadeth
Anthrax
Alice in Chains

Civic Auditorium

Need Someone

To Talk To?

Confidential Counseling

554-1000

Free Pregnancy Testing

Emergency Pregnancy Service
5001 Leavenworth or Bergah Mercy Hospital / Rm. 309
Office hours at both locations » 554-1000

-
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~ The outside of New Cinema Theater. The fifteenth and
. Davenport location lends itself to the downtown
- imosphere.

By Becky Beerling
Feeling the summer
blues before the fact? Then

* read on, because I have some

deas to make your summer
kick butt.
Omaha may seem a

'~ little dull, no beaches for

swimming or mountains for
hiking, but fear not there are
sjome hidden treasures. Two
located just
southwest of Omaha, has a
bank in the middle of the
water that you canlay out on
ortoss a frisby . Italsohasa
park area where you can eat,
50 you can pack up a

picnic lunch and head out to
TwoRiversfora cool day on
the beach.

Linoma beach is
another beach for you to go
to and pretend you're in
California. Okay so maybe
it's not exactly like California
but it also won't cost $500 to
go there. Linoma beach is
located on 17106 S. 255, right
in between Lincoln and
Omaha, getit LIN-OMA.

But for those of you
who don't feel like getting
sandy and dirty there are
always those wild and
exciting water- slides. First

Register

4 A theater that tops AMC?
' New Cinema Theater, for the neobeat culture

¥

By Libby Duckworth

Thescene: Noflashy
signs;Noglitzhere. A starkly
minimal but chic facade
coupled with a clean-lined
logo, The New Cinema
Theatre takes an unassuming
stance on Fifteenth and
Davenport. Onceinside, you
take only one stride and the
seats are in your face. The
next step is to pay the cashier
who greets you with that
smileof genuine Midwestern
hospitality.

The ticket stub man
suddenly transformsintoMr.
Concessions and says, “We
were just about to start the
movie, but can I get you
some popcorn first?” How
personable. The show waits
for you? Whata change from
walking in just when the
coyote is blowing himself up
with acme dynamite.

Swaggering to the
refreshment stand, the
moviegoer, i.e.adventurer,is
faced with surprising
possibilities:  borderline
healthy alternatives to
traditional cinema fare.

To go along with the
new inner-city acculturation,
sparkling fruit spritzers,
natural trail mixes, and
granola bars are offered. But
for those less inclined to
healthy standards there is

. 1-402-397-0600

An Unplanned Pregnancy?

It's not a time for hassles...
It's a time for help.

* Free early pregnancy test
* Referral Services
* Counseling
* Complete Confidentiality
* Open six days a week

Located at the corner of 78th and Dodge
in the New Tower Travel Building

AAA Crisis Pregnancy Center

there are those all so
famous Moby Dick water-
slides, located on 7505and
South D. Moby Dick
provides you with four
exciting slides which leads
to an exciting day in the
sun.

Peony Park is also
a great place to go slipping
downawetslideintoacold
pool of water.

If you just want to
goswimming with nofrills
there are still a couple
places you can go. Peony
Park has a simple

swimming area with a
small slide and diving
boards. And then of course
there is always Elmwood
park where swimming is
$1 for all day.

For those who

Tath &V
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popcorn immersed in butter
and candy bars.

The proximity of the
seating area is comparable to
that of about a tenth of your
favorite study hall, only you
won’t find gum wrappers
flying over your head.

The screen isn’t silver

The screen isn't
silver size, but it
lends itself to a
homey feel that
beats the heck
outta "Home Box
Office."

size, but it lends itself to a
homey feel thatbeats the heck
outta “Home Box Office”.
Oh yeah, the flick?
Well, the night’s feature was
Mystery Train, and I felt like
theP.I.,asin Magnum, trying
to figure out the plot which
was dangling somewhere
near Mars. Elvis Presley: the
myth, the music,- and his
ghost? Elvis lives, and his
legend is the only connecting
factorin what would be three
completely unrelated
vignettes in the movie.

want a little culture in
their summer, don't worry
you won't be left in the
dark; Shakespeare on the
Green and Opera on the
Green are both
professional events which
can put a little culture into
anyone's summer.
Shakespeare on
the Green will be
performing Othello , June
27-30 and July 5 and 7,and
AsYou Like It, June 20-23
and July 4 and 6.
Culturecanalsobe

found year round at Joslyn
Art Museum, but while
you have those three free
months, take advantage of
it. While you're at it take
your shoes off and walk
through the lawn or lay on
the marble.

Entertainment 11

The flea bag motel,
location: Memphis,
Tennessee, is frequented by
Japanese tourists who are
sapsof therock ‘n’rolllegends
of Graceland or the easy mark
European tourists who might
as well be throwing their
money away. Traces of dry
wit do exist, but the running
time kills it.

If the seats had been
blessed with velvet, or its
cousin, plush velour, one
might find oneself drifting off.
But their choice of almost
classroom chairs kept one
alert in even the most
uninviting portions.

The theatre has a
variety of offerings geared
toward the neobeat - lture.
Given another ."3.1.2.? this
alternative experience to the
whining kids at AMC could
be quite pleasurable. Any
new twist to  greater
awarenessof society deserves
ameasure of respect. Keeping
abreast of current offeringsat
the New Cinema is the key;
personal discretion is
advised.

Spring season 1991
offers films on Friday and
Saturday nights,and Sunday
afternoons. May 10-12 is the
New York Film Expo, the 17-19
is Breathless and the 24-26 is
Landscape in the Mist.

Water, culture, and travel to last all summer through

If you really want

some easy culture, walk to
the library, check out a
book and go to a park and
read.

For you who are
of a nomadic nature here
are some ideas for you.

Take a short road
trip, to Kansas City or
maybe to Des Moines.

If you like concerts
call the concert line , and
follow your favorite band
to a new place.

There is always
something todo if you look
hard enough.

Whether wet,
cultural, or just getting in
your car and taking off for
the weekend this summer
by no means should be
boring
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Bit Of
Whimsy

Aidan Soder

The last paper of the 1990-91 Register staff,
and of course, that means my last column. While
I'm sure some of you will begin to party, some of
you might actually be sad, as I am. The only
consolation for meis that all of you who did not look
upon my column favorably, will probably not like
the column next year, either . . . unless of course,
you’re writingit. Some people can never be satisfied.

Despite the many complaints during the
year, | think that most everything went fairly well.
Granted, there are quitea few things that could use
some changing, but then, hey, what doesn’t need
changing?

Central has had more than there share of
problems this year. Actually, everyone has had
more than their share.

The country’s been in war, and to keep in that
war spirit, we’ve had our own little private “wars”
here at Central.

Senior year and all anyone hopes for is that
we can all get along with each other. Of course,
that’s an awfully high expectation, one which I
don’t think any of us ever live up to.

We all have too much fun trying to be as
vendictive as we can. Make as many enemies as
possible and you're doing well. The more

backstabbing you do, the better off you are.
And just when you think you’ve started to
make amends with your enemies, they always have

And just when you think you've
started to make amends with your
enemies, they always have to get
the last word in, whether it's by
senior wills, yearbooks, or by other

means.

to get the last word in, whether it’s by senior wills,
yearbooks, or any other means. Butby now, we're
all old enough to just act like it never happened
(right).

Central is a great place for beginnings and
ends. It's a great place to go to high school. It
prepares you for the “real” world as well as any
high school can. You learn how to deal with people
and how to make friends.

Oh, and the enemies that you do make, you
either have to learn to live with each other, making

No. 11

Friends, enemies, and
A Bit of Whimsy

your high school years a bit more pleasant, or, yor
can think up 101 ways to make your favorit.
miserable for four crappy years. It's up 1o cact
individual. It's a personal preference.
That's all high school is really abou
Learning to live with each other.
You can make mistakes and learn fro
without severe penalty (usually) so that ma
won’t make the same mistake once you b

adult.

Hopefully, the next few years will i
for all you underclassmen. Hey, look on ti
side,its can’t get too much worse.

But most likely, things will probatiy st
pretty much the same. There will be a new /il
staff next year that will learn to work together an
learn to deal with some of the unfair outsid
influences; there will be a new ruling senior clas
that thinks that they’re better than the previou
years’ (good luck); there wiii be new issues tofig
over that will hopefully be solved; and I'msure tha
the school will take on a new attitude. Itdoeseve

year.

enemy

But the one thing that I'm really depre:se
about though—no mcre “Bit of Whimsy.” Aren

we all?

A Kiss Before Dying thriller, a little less than mind boggling

By Becky Beerling

Sick of seeing the
same kind of mystery -
romance movie? Well watch
out here is another one .

A Kiss Before Dying is
the all to typical, predictable
suspenseful, mystery,
romance movie.

The movie was rather
boring and not to terribly
interesting.

I can’t even
remember how many times [

looked at my watch, as my
mind drifted between who
picked out the velvet lining
for the theatre and what
mystery food my mom was
going to make for dinner.
Not only was this
movie a little boring, but the
acting was more than a little
short of convincing. Sean
Youg and Matt Dillon both
gave performances thatmade
it hard for you to believe that
they wereactually the people

they were suppose to be
portraying.

Even the screen play
was written badly. Itseemed
as though the writers took
bits and pieces of scenes they
liked from different movies
and just put themall together

The story was about a
deranged man wh~ kille hig

—

AVON
EARN EXTRA $SS
CALL KATHY

551-8135

1991 GRADUATES!

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR
FORMAL GRADUATION PARTY

J and L Catering
WEDDING-PARTIES-ANY OCCASION

Jane g

339.1907 5721595
DINNER BRUNCH
BEVERAGES HORS D'OEUVRES
DECORATING DESSERTS

way intoone of the wealthiest
families in America. The
sister he marriesis still trying
to find out what happened to
her twin, who her husband
has murdered. It actually
sounds more complicated
than it is.

Even when you get
to the climax of A Kiss Before

ENGLAND'’S /I NEW BAND
STEPS ONTHEVU.S.

HAPPY

Dying it is just there your
heart doesn’t pound anv
faster, and your stomach
doesn’t turn. It just happens
and the movie ends.

I would definitely
wait for the video tocomeout
with this movie, but I don't
know if you even want to see
it then.

MONDAYS
‘STEP ON’

the international hit song

GET AFREEHAPPY MONDAYS ‘STEP ON’ CASSETTE SINGLE
Write your name and address on this ad and send it to:

Elektra Entertainment
75 Rockefeller Plaza
MNew York, MY 10019
ATT:LEAH SIMON

(Offer expires 5/31/91)

HEAR HAPPY MONDAYS NOW
CALL KQKQ AT (402) 342-0898 AND REQUEST
‘STEPON’

ONELEKTRA CASSETTES AMD COMPACY D!sScs

1991 Elghing Earesss mment A Diesnt

o Wainer

Communcanan irg

Buy Happy Mondays’ PILLS 'N’ THRILLS AND BELLYACHES
at a cool musie store near you.

O & Time Warnes Comgare
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2 Peanuts and popcorn are extra

By Bill Thoms

You can almost feel the low-
| npped grass underneath your feet.
| ou can smell the peanuts and
gpcorn. Thecrowd roarsatthe crack
| i/the bat. Omaha Royals baseball is
¢| uck for another spring.

This article includes
opinions of the author

, The Royals, who have won
A| ‘ir division for the past three years
#| »d won a championship last year,
k] e looking to be good this season.

lith such power hitters back like Bob

& fould see some good hitting.

: Fansshould alsoseesomefine
| siching. Pitcher Mark Gubicza who
‘| sworking his way off an injury and
| ack into the majors will start for
*l)maha. So will pitcher Mike
?| lagnante who was up with Kansas
® | ity toreplaceaninjured Mark Davis.
_ Fans who go out and see the
* | oyalsshould see some good baseball.

Bl amelin and other new faces, fans

Register

An Omaha Royals player drives the ball for a base hit. The Royals, a
farm team for Kansas City, have won their division the past three years.

Although the Royals started off slow,
they’re really starting to pick up the
pace. It should be exciting as it was
last year to watch Omaha in the

pennant chase.

Omaha Royals baseball is

very traditional with the game. The
organsstill plays between inningsand
they still sell peanuts and popcorn.
Youcanstill sing the traditional “Take
Me Out to the Ballgame,” at the
seventh inning stretch.

Sports
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Royals offer excitement of America's game

The Omaha Royals are in the
AAA whichisanaffiliateof the Kansas
City Royals baseball club and is the
most competitiveleagueintheminors.
The schedule consists of teams within

The organ still plays
between innings and they
still sell peanuts and
popcorn. You can stll sing
thetraditional "Take Me Out
to the Ballgame," at the
seventh inning stretch.

Omaha’s division, which include
teams like lowa, Denver, and
Oklahoma City,and the International
League consisting of teams like
Toledo, Buffalo, Indianapolis and
Rochester.

This season, however the
Royals are up for sale. It is possible
that they may move, although there
are three groupsin the Metroarea that
are looking to buy the club.

Transferring next year

Freshman sees

challenges as

By Allison Atkinson

“Jenny is a hard
orker,adetermined player,

id an excellent asset to the
im,”  says Mrs. Vickie
- lles, volleyball coach, of
nny Gillespie, a Norris
- nior High freshman with

Jennyl
Gillespie
|stretches
out over a
|defender to|

tri-sport athlete

play at Norris and recruited
me for the volleyball team. 1
tried outfor varsity and made
it. After that, I figured thatI
might as well try out for the
basketball team. What did I
have to lose,” explained
Jenny.

“I had planned on
trying out for the soccer team
all along, but a highlight was

Jalsand determination that ead the ; :
, i actually making varsity. That
we gotten her onto three all pasti| un):expecte(gi. “
tntral varsity teams and a er. Jenny| “Making varsity is
putation for being tough etteredthis| | ;1yays exciting, but it also
| ‘dhardtobeat. |yearinthree| |  roquires a lot of work. The
| JennyGillespieisan arsityll pressure isn’t the main issue
| ‘around sports enthusiast ports:ll  for me though. It's the
[ %o claims “it just comes olleyball, ||  amount of time thatIhave to
asketball}

turally to me. Idon’t have
trainand Ireally don’thave

iwork at it. I just love to
mpete.

“1 think my interest
'sports comes just from my

Brian James

i

and soccer. |

fole family environment,

.y parents and my brother
ffareall really into sports. I
ink that it kinda rubbed off
'me,” said Jenny.

Todd Smith's Gym

... S

volleyball at Central last fall
after being recruited for the

Jenny started playing

volleyball team in the

summer.
“Mrs. Wiles saw me

"THE FUTURE OF FITNESS"

* The Only Club Offering Personal

« NEVER QVERCROWDED-LImited

Tralning for the Beginning Exerclser

at NO Additlonal Cost
+ Staffed by Certified Instructors
with Exerclse Sclence Degrees

Memberships
« Finest and Widest Varlety of

Aeroblc Equipment, Machines and

« Free Welghts

» Impeccably Clear Locker and Shower Facllities

3600 North 90th ST

571-8800

MON-FRI 5AM-1 1PM
SAT & SUN 8 AM -6 PM

=l e

CENTRAL " SPECIAL Shdurie

put into it," she said.
"During soccer
season, my life is soccer, the
same with the rest of the
sports. It takes a lot of effort
and flexible scheduling.”

When “my sports
aren’t in season at school, I
play basketball with AAU
Basketball Club and I play
Gladiator Soccer all year
round,” said Jenny.

Jenny explained that
a major downfall of being so
involved in sports is the fact
that “I have no job, therefore
I have no money.”

“I also have to give
up a lot of sleep so that my
grades don’t suffer. There is
only somuchtimeintheday.”

When faced with
choosing what is more
important to her, Jenny feels
that “winning isn’t as
importantasdoing yourown
personal best. When people
are watching the game, they
don’t look at the team as a
whole, they look at you, at

how you are doing. Even
though winningisimportant,
personal satisfaction and
knowing that you played a
great game is too.”

"The pressure isn't
the main issue for me
though. It's the
amount of time that I
have to put into it. It
takes a lot of effort

and flexible
scheduling," said
Jenny.

Next year, although
Jenny enjoys playing sports
at Central, she thinks she will
probably go to Burke.

“It's not definite yet.
But they offer astronomy
courses thereand thatis what
I want todoforaliving. They
also have a good sports
program,” said Jenny.

When asked about
Jenny’s possible change in
plans, Mrs. Wiles stated that
“it would be a shame to lose
Jenny, but she has got to do
what she wants. She can
always change her mind.
We'd miss her.”

Jenny saysthatsports
arewhatsheenjoysdoingand
says that she will continue to
do them “until my arms and
legs fall off. I just hope that
doesn’t happen. That would
really hurt.”

Jenny wentontosay,
“]better not say that, it might
give the competition an idea.
I'd at least like to finish out
the soccer season.”
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~ Late Innings

. Brian James

I"'mlooking back on this past year of sports
and many thoughts come to mind. They’re not
necessarily justall thoughtsabout high school sports,
nor are they just from this past year. Here are a few
of my opinions and thoughts:

I bet within ten years we’ll be paying to
watchbig-ticketeventsonT.V. like the World Series,
Super Bowl, or even some national championship
bowl games. It's all come down to money, and it’s
sad to think pay-per-view pro wrestling may have
started all this. . . Dot races on scoreboards at all
ballparks should be prohibited. . . Here's hoping
Omaha doesn't get shut out in its bid to keep the
Royals here. As you can probably imagine, losing
the Royals would mean certain death for nearly all
major sporting events that would be held here in the
future, including the College World Series. ..

What's all this hype about healthy, lean,
gunk-free foods? I know a growing number of
people watch closely what they eat (as they should
be doing), but if I'm hungry, at my age I couldn’t
care less how much fiber my lunch has in it. Leave
the low-in-sodium tree roots for someone else to
munch on, and give mea steak. Pass the A-1sauce...

For some reason, that Slimfast commercial with
Tommy Lasorda keeps popping in my head. .. One
of the best things that will happen for U.S. sportsin
the next several years will be the arrival of World
Cup Soccer in'94. . . In the meantime, it'll just have
to be the Cubsin 91. ..

What's all this hype about healthy, lean,
gunk-free foods? Leave the low-in-
sodium tree roots for someone else to
munch on and give me a steak. Pass the
A-1 sauce. ..

How's this fora gymclass? My cousins who
live in a small town told me they go out fishing the
last weeks of school for their physical education class!
Deciding to rub itin, they proceeded to tell me that
bass were hitting on spinners and worms. . . How
'bout it Mr. Jones? Could we swing some sort of a
Fishing/Recreation/General Boning-Around type
class here at Central? Just curious. .. Sipping anice-

From tree roots to dot races

Some sporting thoughts

cold beverage at poolside is sounding mighty nice
right about now. . .

Parents from other schools that come to
basketball games: They have tobe theonly annoying
part of high school basketball. Whatever happened
toa home side and a visitors’ side? Each and every
time I went to an away game at some other school,
the Central fans that were there would have to fight
off these surly bands of parents, oddly enough all
armed with video cameras, who weressitting on our
side. "Hey, buddy, why don't you record this on
tape: '"GET OUT OF MY SEAT!" Granted, Central
had a few parents and supportive fans on the other
sideathomegames, butthey all confined themselves
tothearea behind Central’sbench, notstaking claim
to the opponents’ side of the stands...

Though Central’s sports this year didn’t
appear to be as strong when compared to other
years, the talent is there on nearly all of the team’s
benches. Central’s teams are young and will be a.,
strong as ever next year. With the close of the state
track meet this week, though, we will be saying
goodbyetoa very exciting year for sportsat Central.
Thanks!

"Accepted it for brother’
Former Central star inducted into CU Hall of Fame

By Brian James

Former Central
basketball star John C.
Johnson accepted his
induction into the Creighton
Athletic Hall of Fame with
one thing in mind: he wanted
to dedicate it to his brother.

“I basically accepted
it for Michael,” John C.
Johnson said.

Michael Johnson, his
younger brother who also
played basketball at both
Central and Creighton, died
of a rare bone disease three
years ago. “We were very
close. He was my biggest fan.
I feltit was very important to
dedicate it to him,” Johnson
said.

'l basically accepted
it (my induction) for
my brother Michael...
We were very close.
He was my biggest
fan. It was very
important for me,"
ohnson said.

Johnsonand another
former Creighton athlete
(who is deceased) were
inducted Tuesday, May 7,
during a banquet at the
Holiday Inn,72nd and Grover
Streets.

While at Creighton,
John C. Johnson amassed
1,520 points, earning himself
the ranking of eighth on
Creighton’s careers scorers
list. Johnson was co-captain
of the 1978-79 Bluejay
basketballteamand averaged

18.3 points per game thatyear.

In a telephone
interview with Johnson, he
said he really didn’t start to
play basketball until “later on
in grade school, around fifth
grade. And then it was only
unorganized back-yard
basketball.” -

Recalling his playing
days at Central, Johnson said
he got his break when he was
a sophomore.

“Some of the older
guys skipped practice and
Coach Martinmoved a few of
us].V.guysuptoplayagainst
Roncalliindistricts. Thatyear
kind of boosted my future,”
he said.

JohnC.Johnson went
on to lead Central to back-to-
back state titlesin‘74 and '75,
coached by Central teacher
Jim Martin.

Johnson said his
senior year of basketball held
his favorite memory, that of
the state championship
against Burke. “We were
down13against themat half-
time and everybody in the
locker room was saying,
‘Man, we're gonna get beat!’
We came back and beat them
by two.”

For those who
followed basketball back in
the mid-to-late 1970’s, the
name John C. Johnson brings
back memories not only of a
player who made quick cuts
to the basket but also of a
person who was a genuinely
nice guy.

“He was a person
with great humility,” Mr.
Martinsaid. “He was a quiet-
type guy whose character

made him a natural leader.”

Mr. Martin
commented that Johnson's
athletic ability was “unreal.”

For those who
followed basketball
.. the name John C.
Johnson brings back
memories of a
genuinely nice guy.

He noted that more than his

“outstanding natural skills,
John C. had tremendous
concentration.”

Johnson said he
thought he averaged “about
19 points a game” his senior
year ('75).

Johnson chose to go
to Creighton because of his
family. “I had what a lot of
other players didn’t have:
their family behind them.
And seeing my brother
Michael play (at Central) was
so important,” he said.

Johnson  played
under Coach Apke at
Creighton from 1975-79. He
said his timeatCreighton was
"positive” and that it "was a
learning experience."

"My hardestyear was
my senior year. We went 15-
17.Iwasn'treally accustomed
tolosing like that. It took a lot
of growing," he said.

He said that the
major difference between
high school and college
basketball was the level of
talent and the travelling,
“Fortunately, I kept a pretty
good grade-point average
whilelwasthere. Itwasa real

learning experience."

Johnson was drafted
by the Nuggets, but chose
not to continue with his
basketball career. He was a
juvenile probation officer for
10 years.

Looking back on
sportsin hislife, hesaid, “I've
been real fortunate. Sports
opened a lot of doors for me
thatotherwise wouldn’thave
been there. I thank God for
that.”
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Outdoors 'just a part of life' for biology teacher

By Brian James

When biology
teacher Joe Perina teaches his
students about life, some of
his lessons might include
excerpts from his own life.

Mr. Perina is an avid
outdoorsman whose hobbies
rang ¢ from fishing and hunt-
ing to trap shooting and carv-
ing wooden ducks.

Mr. Perina said his
interest in the outdoors be-
gan “sometime in
gradeschool when my dad
took me out fishing. And it
kind of grew from there. I
began hunting with my
uncles and some friends and
that kind of led off into trap-
shooting and other things.”

Trapshooting,aform
of skeet-shooting involving
clay disks launched from a
spring-lomded mechanism, is
“more challenging than it
looks,” Mr. Perina said.
“You're shooting at some-
thing the size of a fruit-jar lid

goingabout45miles per hour
from40yardsaway. Youhave
to be relaxed when you're

. | shooting.”

Mr. Perina said he
was on a team recently with
other trapshooters who com-
peted every weekatSeymour
Park. “In those (competi-
tions), you’re working to-

~othae Ceramrnana crnroc thoir

own points but then collec-
tively your team gets a rat-
ing.” He said his team did
“pretty good,” and that the
winners “usually celebrated
withbig steak dinnersinstead
of trophies.”

One advantage to
trapshooting Mr. Perina has
found is that it improves his
aim when he does go on his
hunting and fishing trips. His
venturesin theoutdoorshave
included trips from the
Sandhills and South Dakota
to as far away as Alaska.

Recalling his trip to
Alaska a few years ago, Mr.
Perina said it was one filled
with great risks and life-
threatening situations.

He and a friend who
ownsacabinand a float-plane
in Ketchikan, Alaska, spenta
month flying to different
spots in the region to hunt
and fish.

“This was wilder-
ness, no people anywhere,”
he said. “When I bought my
(hunting) license, the guy said

Brian James

“You guys are in for some of -

the most dangerous type of
hunting.” We didn’t know
what he was talking about.
We found there was a list of
peoplethey’restilllooking for
who had disappeared in the
mountains.”

They continued to

Joe Perina, pictured here with his replicas of antique
ducks, makes detailed carvings of various waterfowl.

discover every day just how
dangerous their trip was.

“We were camping
about 100 miles into this re-
ally rugged mountainregion.
If the pilot didn’t pick you
up, orif the weather clouded
over, you could be stuck
there,” he said.

That’s what did end
up happening. Mr. Perina’s
group was stuck there sev-
eral days (while running out

o
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of food) because of miscom-
munication between the pilot
and the owner of the plane.
“On top of that there was a
big grizzly bear harassing us
most of the time. He was
scratchinga tree about 13 feet
up and when he got done it
looked as if someone had
worked it over with a chain-
saw.Idon’tevenknowifhe’d
ever seen people before, but
it got to the point where we

didn’t go anywhere without
our high-powered rifles.”

Avoiding any bear
attacks and finally flying out
on the float-plane, the group
made it back home safely.
“SometimeI’d like to go back
up, not necessarily for the
hunting, but for the fishing,”
he commented with a smile.

Though he’s had his
share of risky situations, they
have not diminished his
appreciation fornature. In his
spare time (usually in the
winter), Mr. Perina carves
wooden ducks, using them
eitherasdecoysorasreplicas
of the “ones madeback in the
2(0’s and 30's.”

“The carving of
wooden ducks is one of the
first American folkarts. That's
how I got started, out of the
appreciation for the antiques
and some of the onesa friend
of mine wasmaking,” he said.

According to Mr.
Perina, it takes him about 100
hours to finish each carving.
He stated that he has created
about five ducks and carved
various other gamebirds.

Though Mr. Perina
hasshowed some of his pieces
inanareaduck-carving show,
he says he doesn’t sell any of
his work. As he stated, “It’s
just another one of my hob-
bies.”

Relay teams shine
before state meet

By Bill Thoms

The Central high
boys’ and girls’ track team is
gearingupinits preparations
for the state meet.

Head track coach
John Georgeson, in his first
year as head coach,feels that
the team has done well in its
meets this year despite “the
weather factor, and injuries
to key people. The team is
running up to potential,” he
added.

Coach John
Georgeson feels that several
team members from both the
boysand thegirlshavea good
chanceof going tostate. “The
team is in good shape and is
in reasonably good condition.
I feel our runners are right
where we want them to be,”
he said.

Overall this season,
the girls'team has finished
from first to sixth place in
each meet while the boys'
finished from third to sixth.

Coach Georgeson
feels one primary strength of
the team is the 3200 meter
relay runners. The boys’ 3200
meter relay team is made up
of juniors John Maaske and
Bobby Franzese, an d
sophomores Tye Thomas and
Tim Petersen, anchorman.
The team has finished first in
twoout of the last three meets.

Team member Bobby
Franzese commented on the

team’s success this spring. “I
think it’s because of our pre-
season conditioning. It helps
if you go all out” He
continued, “It also helps if
you're involved in different
sports over the winter, then
[you’re in shape by track
season].” _

Bobby concluded,
“Our biggest goal is to take
state next season, since all of
us will be back next year.”

The girls 3200 meter
relay team has also been
successful.  Relay team
members are Becky Tworek,
sophomore, Gretchen
Pfeiffer, freshman, Yvonne
Andrews, junior, and Sara
Briggs, junior. Coach
Georgeson said that he feels
that the “team is young, and
should make state.”

Coach Georgeson
also feels that several other
team members have a good
shot at going to state. Senior
Charonna Chambers who
runs the 100 and 200 meter
dashes, and junior Mike
Greenfield, a hurdler, both
have good chances.

Coach Georgeson
had positivecommentsabout
sophomore hurdlers Travis
Howard and Josh Cusworth.

Coach Georgeson
concluded that the boys’
hurdlers and jumpers have
helped make thisa successful
track scason.
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Girls tennis team sees Girls soccer finishes

season end in wins strong end of season

The Central High The Girls' soccer team
School girls’ tennis team has ~ came together late in the
been causing quite a raquet  seasonto play theirstrongest.
on the court recently. Team  One of the most exciting
members,MeganBurnettand  games of the season came
Sara Torrens made it to  against Lincoln East. Mel
quarterfinalsinWednesday’s  Hoialmen earned a shutout
Metro Tournament. Mr. in a shootout, saving the
Andrewscommenteditwas  game for the Lady Eagles.
a "positive end to a fun They were defeated by
season.” Ralston 3-0 in the districts.

SeniorScott Whitaker
slides safely under
Elkhorn's second
baseman as he tries to
apply the tag during

district competition. "The loss was very
"I was rcalljl; happy 'Most succese-s' ever' disappointing, but it was a
with the way the team for golfers this year fun season,” Mel said.
pulled together and Senior Jon Warden

made the best of their

golfed his way to state earlier
this week in districts. Mr. 5 5
Galus said it was "one of the Sea.son ;‘rom{lg ol
i % Central's baseball team
Winning record for s seasont finished with &
Boys' soccer team record of 7-10. Though the
The Central boys'  Eagles lost 64 against
soccer teamended itsseason ~ Elkhorn in districts, senior
with a record of 8-7. The Aaron McKeever said, "This
Eagleslostin the firstround  season was a learning
of districts to Ralston 2-1.  experience for the younger
Sean Foster led the team in  guys. We should do well this
goals for the season. summer.”

jtalents," Coach
Dominguez
\commented.

Brian James

May 15:
State Baseball
he May 16:
d Joel Devies
Course (Holes) | Par | Size Price General and mainly State Baselfall State Golf
irrelevant comments State Tennis
May 17:
Eagle Run  (9) 27& | Two |$5- weekday| Nicest name of all the courses. ]
132nd and Maple | 32 | courses |$6- weekend |Jump fence at #4 for a free game. State Baseball State Tennis
State Golf State Track Meet
The Knolls (18) 75 6,149 |$8-12 w'day |[Hard shot with driver can skip any
120th and Maple Yards [$9-15 w'end |ball out of the drink and onto green. May 18:
Lakeview (9) 34 2,815 |[$5.50 w'day [Hard to get tee-time because of big
7400 Q. Street Yards |$6 weekend |geriatric league. Close to Fun-Plex. State Track Meet
Miracle Hills (18) 70 148 Acres| $18 (9 or 18) |Driving range available, but no
1401 N. 120th batting cages. Go-carts optional. QQERATLLLA-“QNS GRADLI 'ATES
Fontenelle (9) 35 | 75Acres| $4.25 (9) |A quality course, kind of small, but . )
4410 Fontenelle $2.50 kids | where's the forest? This finely crafted solid oak plague is
PPN i | aose | mecimtGodbaositn adsiibmutiion o avzilable in male and female profile and
w ; or ood bargain. Resist temptation o : ,
62nd and Pacific Yards bathing in lake on hole #2. holds your senior photo and tassel. It can
be hung on the wall or set on a shelf with
MillerPark (9 | 27 | N/A $4.25  |While playing kids often swipe the any year you choose. Each plaque is $19.0
27th and Redick ball and run. Nice course, though. including S&H. Save by ordering 2 for $36.
Benson Park (18) | 72 6800 | $6- w'days |A solid course with their Formula 1
5333 N. 72nd Yards |$9.50- w'end jperformance racing carts. N N
0 0
Maple Villa-ge 9 27 1,239 | $2.50- w'day |A really fun and easy course. A good more more
3865 Parkview Dr. Yards |$4.25- w'end ppargain for not-so-competent golfers lost lost
Westwood (9) 27 | N/A $2.50- w'day |Hand-eye coordination convenient pictures tassels
127th and Center [$4.25- w'end |[for pegging apartments. Big laughs. b e
) Indicate male or female profile, year of
Pines C'try Club (18)] 72 120 $13 for18 |If requested, balls hit across street graduation, and send $19 %0 (iné:l y S&H) or
7516 N 286 Valley Acres | $9 for9 to steel factory reportedly return in $36.00 for' 2 plaques to: ;Salt Cre-ek
way-cool glowing neon colors. : . :
Woodcrafts, PO Box 6677 Omaha, NE 68106

)




