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,cholars prepare for nationals 

Decathlon team · wins state competition 
Pansing ______ _ 

The United States Academic 
Decathlon competion is describ­
ed by the 1986-87 study guide as 
an "unique contest of academic 
streng th," For the fourth time, 
from Apri l 25-27, the Central 
Academic Decathlon team will 
be compet ing in this contest in 
Irving, Texas. 

The team won the honor of 
participating in this event by 
beating all of the other OPS high 
schools, as well as parochial 
schoo ls on the state level. The 
staie level competition was held 
on February 21 , at UNO. UNO 
and the Metro Omaha Optimists 
Club sponsored the competit ion. 

The team won 23 medals in­
Cluding first place individual 
medals won by, Randy Pepple, 
senlol, Adele Suttle, senior, 
Tony Evans, senior, Travis 
'''''ood, senior, Pe'ter Pirsch 
junior, Jonas Batt, junior, and 
''''arc Lucas, senior. All of the 
first team members won a gold 
medal in the Super Quiz. 

members agreed that Mr. Daly 
was a great coach. Mr. Daly 
takes no credit for the victory, 
even though he had "no inten· 
tion of losing." He said that he 
had a feeling that it was "going 
to click" about a week before the 
competition. . 

Another strong part of the 
team's leadership was Adele Sut­
tle. Adele was the most consis­
tent, according to Mr. Daly. She 
attended all of the meetings, ex­
cept one, which. she missed to at­
tend the Foreign Language 
Bowling Tournament. Kate ,_ 
at:lOther v.eteran from last year's 
team said, "Adele was the unify· 
ing element . She planned 
meetings and got people help 
when ,they needed it. " Adele 
said, " I was glad to be there to 
pull everything together. " 

Ten events § 

The team began studying 
before Thanksgiving, acco i;Qing 
to Ade le, once a week. Then 
after Christmas they prepared 
everyday, either studying, work­
Ing with specialized instruction 
from faculty , or practicing 
speeches and interviews. 

The Academic Decathlon's '5 
ten events a re.,.. economics, ~ 
mathematics, science, fine arts, 13 
social science, 'language and lii 
literature, Super Quiz, speech, E 
interview, and essay. Each year ~ 
different topics are chosen to 
test the participants on in each 
of the categories. Kate said that 
the topics, including the Con­
stitution for the Super Quiz, 
were, "more realistic than im· 
migration (last year's topic), it 
was stuff you can study." But, 
the' team agreed that the social 
sciences section of the test was 
nearly impossible because of the 
wide time span it covered. 

Shelly Wyzykowski , Kate Madigan, Jennifer Anderson, Jonas Batt , Marc Lucas, Randy Pepple, 
Pete Pirsch, Tony Evans, Lisa Wolff, Adele Suttle, are the Academic Decathlon team members for 
1986-87. The team will compete in Irving, Texas from April 25-27, 

, nights." 

Leadership , 

intensive studying again until 
month before the compet ition 
according to Adele. 

The team members and alter 
nates are: Jennifer Anderse 
Jonas Batt , Anthony , The team's sponsor this year 

IS Engl ish Department Head, 
Dan Daly, Tony Evans said, "Mr. 
Daly was great. He did 
everything he possibly could. He 
Was really dedicated. " The team 

The team is looking forward to 
going to Irving. Kate feels that 
Central has a chance to easily 

place in the top ten , while Tony 
says that their goal is to get in 
the top five. Mr. Daly says that 
the team's goal is to simply win. 
He emphasizes that he is not 
predicting, especially because it 
is "difficult with the resources 
some schools put into it . We 
have the people, but we continue 
to go to school , live in the real 
world, and go out on Saturday 

Kate said, " Irving has nothing 
to offer, at least L.A. had a 
beach," although she does plan 
to get a tan. Travis said that he 
had looked up Irving in the en­
cyclopedia and says that " Irving 
makes bricks, cement, and soda 
pop. " Travis and Kate have both 
begun studying already, though 
the team does not plan to begin 

Anne Gentle, Marc Lucas, 
Madigan, Travis Mood, 
Pepple, Peter pi rsch , Adele 
ti e, Lisa Wolff, and Shel 
Wyzykowsk i. 

D competition rings awards, recognition 
Karyn Brower _________ .....,_ 

Competing in many 'of their future 
~,a~ee r areas, Central's DECA club par­
t iCipated in the State marketing competi ­
'~n , February 12 thru the 14 at the Cor­

n usker Hotel in Lincoln. Students com­
peted in fields relating 'to marketing, 
~anagement , and merchandising, said 

ave Havelka , senior, DECA 
repreSentative. 

wide O~er 800, students participated ~tate 
, With about 66 Central students como, 

pet lng St d w ' ' u ents competed by oral and 
o f'~te~ exams covering their intended field 

, usrness. Some students competed by 
Writing 30 to 40 page manuals analysing 
any b ' 

usrness related topic sa id John Han-
nan' ' , ,senior, who won first place .... nalys-
~ng DECA's " Pepsi Earn' and Learn" fun-
raise r sponsored by Pepsi. 

, This ' competition is the 
biggest of the year for 
DECA .. 

The two oral tests measured studen~s 
communication skills and comprehension 
of businesses and business' problems by 

. situation type questions and role model 
playing said Doug Haven, senior, who won 
third place in food service management of 
fast food departments. 

Top 20 percent ' 
Judges took the top 20 percent for 

qualifying students arid then take the top 
three composite in each department of 
competition for first , second, and third 
place. Central DECA winners were Mike 
Farquha'r, first place on manuals; Dave 
Havelka, . second place in civi cons­
cienceness; Doug Haven, third place in 
restaurant management for quick service; 

John Hannon, first place on manuals; Kim 
Klipsch, first place in public relations ; and 
Paul Widhalm, second place in general 
marketing. 

'This competition is the biggest of the 
year for DECA, sa id Dave. Marketing 
c1as es prepare both in class for the general 
part and outside of school for their specific 
areas of competition. 'The main reason for 
this," said Dave, "is because state competi­
tions draw many employers, who were 
judges. Many top ranked students were of­
fered jobs right out of high school or col­
lege during the competition," said Dave. 

Speakers 
"The state competition was not all 

tests," said next year's newly elected DECA 
representat ive, Jason Lips, junior. "Many 
well known speakers came to present 'self· 
esteem' type wo rkshops," said Doug. 
"They talked about the future, what to ex­
pect , and how to set goals," said John. 
"They told us we should rely on ourselves," 

said Doug. 
Alorlfj with guest speakers, the state 

competition was held in the Cornhusker 
Hotel , situated next to two shopping malls. 
Some students even compaigned for next 
year's state DECA offices. The competition 
also held two dances with live DJs and a 
Iipsinc competition Fr iday, " It was fun to 
get away for awhile," said John, 

Seven Central students, those who 
placed first , second or th i rd in the state 
competition, will attend the April 29 thru 
May 3 nationals in New Orleans, Louisiana, 

, INSIDE: 
Death and dying, 

learn'jng to cope. 

p. 6-7 
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~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii'V i e w p oi n t S--iiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ 
What do you think Central's policy on 

smoking for teachers and students should 
be? 

Tim Welty- Senior 

I think that the same privilege 
by law should be made available 
to the t.eachers and students of 
age. It's just like somebody tak­
ing a break at wor~ • . 

. Peter McNaugh~on- Junior 

Try a total ban for awhile and :. 
see how it works. If it works, stay 
with it, if it 'doesn ' t , try 
something else. 

Carla Forbush- Senior 

No one should smoke. I think 
that the teachers 'Should not 
smoke because they're suppos­
ed to set a good example. 

Dee Dee Rasmussen- Junior 

I think if they're going to 
smoke, it should at least be out· 
side. Everything should be left 
the same as long as students 
don't smoke in school. 

Teri Mellick- Sophomore 

. I think if teachers are able to 
smoke, students should be able 
to too. 
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program _ beneficial 
';: • .:JIo 

Theme 
Central's theme program . Stan Maliszewski, ' guidance 

began in the 1920's, with an £n- director, said that he often has 
sistance for an in-class theme. Central students return from col-
Sara Yore Taylor, head of the lege and tell him hoW prepared 
English Department in the early they were, compared to other _ 
20·s •. developed the program to students, because of the theme 
enhance students' comm'unica- program. ' , 
tion skills. She was'the author of Responsibility 
the first Stylebook anq the f irst One of the major goals of the 
Principles of Exposition. This theme program is to t~ach 
program has continued with responsibil~ty.ln college, there is 
periodic revisions and remains a no one to check up on a stu-
strong . point ' of Central's 'cur- dent's progress. The theme pro-
riculum. The theme program at gram teaches that themes must 
Central provides the prinCiples . be turned in or a student could 
of clear, arugumentative, ex- risk a grade of iricomplete or 
pository writing for each student. failure. Although this may seem-
These prin~iples are fundamen- . .harsh, ·· it is .. necessary ' to .. 
tal in· modern communication. demonstrate the consequences 

According to Mr. Dan Daly, of irresponsib'ility. ". 
English Department head, the Mr. Daly describes the cOm-

o theme _ program changes_with position in five. parts; content, 
changes in college English and organization, style, mechanics 
with new teachers that come to and revision; wit~ emphasis on 
Central. The program adequate- the outcome or t,he ability to put 
Iy prepares students ,lor the out a product. Content refers to 
demands of writing college the fullness of the paper and the . 
papers in a timed cond~it;.;.io~n.;,; . ..:D:..r:...._ ..... _b_i.;.:li.:.:ty:..-t~o-.support the -thesi~. 

- . Organization reflects the outline 
and how the theme follows the 
principles of exposition. Style 
concerns the variety of sentence 
structure and word choice. 
Mechanics deals with the actual 
grammar; spelling . capita li za· 
tion, punctuation, etc. The final 
part is the revision- the correc­
tion of mistakes. The mandatory 
revision is characterist ic of Cen· 
tral's theme program and is a 
learning' device fo r the student, 
not just ~n evaluation of the 
composition. 

"Life-skill" 
The program, however , has its 

opponents who feel that it is too 
hard on students. But the pro· 
gram forces students to become 
better writers, which is not just 
'an academic skill ; it is a "li fe· 
skill ." People must learn to ex· 
press themselves in writing. The 
command of th e English 
language 1s something useful 
n.ot just in school. 

Smokio'g remains problem 
About a month ago, Ralston 

Public Schools instituted a ban 
on smoking, prohibiting all 
smokers, including teachers, 
from smoking anywhere in any 
school or district building. There 
has been a question as to 
whether this approach could be 

, used to comb.,t the smoking 
problem in the Omaha Public 
Schools. However. such a ban 
would probably do little to 
alleviate the student smoking 
problem in the restroom . 
Smoking is already prohibited 
for stu~nts, yet it s~ill 
continues. 

If the Omaha School Board 
chooses to ban smoking in 
school buildings for t~achers as 
well as students, would the pro­
blem be eliminated? Probably 
not, students would still hide in 
a seduded stall to smoke at 
every ~vailable break. The only 
difference would be that they 
might have to make room for 
many of the chain -smoking 
teachers. The problem lies not in 
the school's policy, but in the 
smoking students' o!1noxious 
behavior. . 

rest rooms here atCentral is get­
ting worse. Non-smokers who 
want to use the restrooms for 'its 
legitimate purpose cannot do so 
without subjecting themselves to 
a lung full of smoke and c,lothes 
that reek 'of smoke odor_ . 

Is it that smokers do not 
realize that they are not only 
breaking school policy. but also 
infringing upon the rights of 

. Flon-smokers? Or is it that they 
la~k the common courtesy to 
care? 

Disciplinary actions 
If courtesy is not enough to 

deter smokers, maybe stronger 
diSCiplinary actions would . 
However, it's hard to discipline 
students if they can't be caught. 
Even Mr. Richard Jones, one of 
Central's vice''principals, said 
that more smokers are caught 
smoking outside than in the 
restrooms because it's so hard 
for four administrators to patrol 
all the rest rooms of the school. 

important things to do during 
passing periods than to check 
out the rest rooms. 

$moklng room 
Some say that a communal 

smoking room set aside for 
smoking students would help. 
Both Mr. Jones and Dr. Gary 
Bennett, executive assistant to 
the superintendent, feel that thiS 
solution isn't feasible. Mr. Jones 
said that since it is a known fa~t 
that smoking is harmful to one s 
health, setting up a student 
smoking room would be har~d 
ful to students. Dr. Bennett sal 
that because most students are 
minors, a separate smoking 
room would not be possible, 

So now what? Perhaps com' 
o for 

mon courtesy and resp~ct If 

The smoking problem in the . . . .. . . . . . . . - ~ . ~ ......... . .. ...... .. .... ..... - ""-_ .. , ..... ............... . 

Mr. Jones said that the 
responsibility of patrolling the 
rest rooms is ,both the ad ­
ministrators' and the ,teachers'. 
However, the teachers of this 
school most likely have more 

others is the only solutiOn. f 
smokers would stop and th ink a 
how the cigarette that they are 
about to light is going to affect 
ot her people the restroOms 

would be a m~re pleasant place 
for everyone. Or better yet. 
maybe smokers, both teachers 
and students, could take thiS op' 
portunity to quit smoking­
without a school policy to slap 
them on the hand . 



Spirits are "",:on-alcoholic" Melba saves-'h~i~pecies3 
reach only those students who already 1-----------------
don't drink. I Speaking 

Gordon (Whispering): Melba, Melba .. .1 
k now you told me he was a clam, but I real· 
.Iy wasn't prepared for .. . this. 

A 
Closer 

Look , 

Kris Deffenbacber 

High on life 
. I'm not about to begin preaching 
about not drinking. I have no authority or 
personal cause to do so. But there is a 
"high" to be derived from life that is often 
actually inhibited by drugs or alcohol. I'm 
not telling p'eop'le to go straight -that's a 
perJonal decision that has to be made for 
yourself. But I do recommend going sober' 
for a weekend or more to those who drink 
heavily. . ' 

A raucous group of seven high 5c-h~~1 
and c? llege students was standing on the .----------------' 

brick ln tersectiqn of the Old Market on an You may be amazed at the 
unseasonably warm February night singing 
Christmas carols_and dancing to the music good- time you can have 
!n the street. They were barefoot and had • h . 
sand between their toes from the slides at Wit out the quarters table 
the Central Park Mall: The bar crowd that as the focus. of one of your 
was wa ndering around the Market at that 
time of night (technically morning) assum. w.~ekend evenings. 
ed that the ecstatic group had been bar-
hoppinq too. ':----------------.. 1 

For awhile we did ' feel a little in-
ebriated. But none of us had anything to 
drink. Either there was more beer than we'd 
tas,ted in .the sauce of the spaghetti that 
we d all Just finished slurping down, or 
spring fever had set in early. 

Sober lunacy 

A warm eyening in the midst of winter . 
after months of being caged inside is 
enough to turn anyone's happiness to 
lunacy. Add to this scene a group of good 
friends let loose in downtown Omaha. To 
passers-by we were a spectacle, but ~e 
were having the time of our iives. There 
was nothing to inhibit us' from having a 
good time_ And none of us had, anything 
~.o .drlnk. We were enjoying .the perverbial 
high on life-. " - _ 

Parents, school , church and the media 
are always telling kids about the " high" to 
be d . Th' ~,rI~ed from life, not drugs or al<:ohol. 

IS high on life" message is often laugh· 
' d at . - or Ignored by stude{lts, for it comes 
jO them as a lecture or sermon handed 
own from authority. It therefore tends to 

You may be amazed at the g00d time 
you can have without the quarters table as 
the focus of one of your week· end even· 
ings. I have a c;!rink or two with friends oc­
casionally but' recently gave this up for a 
period of time out of dedication to a sport. 
I thought that I would feel out of it around 
groups. who were drinking or uncomfor­
table at parties. But I had as much or more 
fun during those two months without drink· 
ing as before. . 

I've talked to others who have cut 
down or stopped drinking, even if just for 
a short cool·out period' of time, and they 
say the same thing. It's a nice change to see 
peopJe with their friends and good times 
as the focus of their evening rather than 
who's going to buy and how to sober up 
before going home. Stoppihg drinking, 
even if just for awhile, doesn't have to be 
the big moral decision that we always are 
told to make. Do it for a change, for 
yourself. , 

Central High School's F~shion 
Merchandising and Clothing .. J:extiles 

Classes Present 

. 
In 

.Tongues 
Joe Fogarty 

Raoul : What's that, Gordon? 
Gordon: Oh, uh, notbing sir, I was just 

commenting on the fact that you ... uh, you 
speak English rather well for a, uh, for a 
clam. 
, Rapul: Believe me, it .isn't easy. 
Especially dipthongs. 

Melba: Look Raoul, you gotta help me 
out. I can't save my species--alone. 

-------.;...-------- , Raoul: Of course not! Gordon's gonna 
(Melba and Gordon sit quietly in help o!-'t. And I'll even give you as much 

Melba's room . The tension hangs over the of an edge as I can_ I am prepared to supp· 
room like an anvil , and Gordon bumps his Iy you both with superhuman powers. 
head on it repeatedly in wreckless Melba and Gordon: Wow! Ooh! Neat! 
abandon.) (General exclamatioAs of definite glee and 

Gordon: You know, Melba, we aughta approval follow.) 
.... .. . ... .. .. . . ... .•...... . . nah. Melba: How can you do it? 

(Why has this impenetrable pall been Raoul : Another freak accident. You'd 
cast over the lives of Melba and Gordon? be surprised at my luck with odd 
For the simple reason that they, by decree happenings. 
of a talking clam, must save the human Melba: I know the feeling 
race from total annihilation.) Raoul : You first , Gordon. Approach 

Melba: This really comes at a bad me and place your left index finger in your 
time! I have to write a two-page report on right nostriI...Farther ... O.K. Good. Now, 
the devastating psychological side effects repeat after me: Wenji cala pod noos iI 
of two-page reports on devastating babibl. Oop! Now sa livate profusely. 
psychological side effects. I don't have time (Gordon does so and looks expectantly 
to " toughen our culture" with confusion at Raoul.) 
(see last issue-J.F.). Gordon: Well , what can I do? Fly? See ' 

Gordon: Look, Melba, jusUake it easy, through walls? Punch . - ....... .... . . 
I'm sure that Raoul/clam guy wouldn't have Raoul : You now have the power to 
left you completely on your own. He's just grow long, heavy, vines from your eyebrow 
GOT .to come back sometime! Melba, you are next! (He repeats the pro-

F Melba: Hey, you 're right! cess with Melba.) 
(On this cue , the wind whistles Melba : So what wonderful 

ominously outside , an odd thump is heard supernuman power have you so wisely 
on the other side of Melba's bedroom door. chosen to bestow upon me? 
Somewhere, a lobster screams. But it's only Raoul : You now have a power beyond 
sound effects and nothing really happens.) belief! Your power will surpass the legen· 

Gordon: Well , I wish I CQuid help you dary superness of the m ysterious 
out, but I've really got to go. I... uh .. . 1 have MADGE-conquerer of the om inous 
to .. . uh, do someone's hair. plastic lump that cri t icized Gumby! 

Melba: What?! You don't "do hair! " Melba:' What could she do? 
Gordon (looking toward the door): Raoul : She could smell like 

Yeah, uh, yeah I do, it's sort of a new, ANYTHING! But you, you have wondrous 
uh .. . hobby ... or something: Sorry I c~.n ' t power! You are now able to cause 
help you out but. ,. . anything-any object o r animal o r r 

Voice: Hold it, Gordon. anyth ing at all that ex ists anywhere-to 
(Gordon and Melba look around them, th ink they are a fat auto mechan ic named 

confused. They not ice Raoul perched on Stan! 
the windowsill.) (Is this the beginning of a marvelous 

Melba: Wow! You appeared out of career for Melba? How are they, two high 
nowhere! . school freaks and a talk ing clam named 

GO.rdon: Without sound' effects ejther! Raou l, going to protect an enti re race of 
How did you do it? simple-minded humans from a very pro-

Raoul : Another freak accident. It'd found revo luti~m? Will you fi nd out next 
take too long to explain- it involves a lot time? What is happening to my skin? Who 
of techn ical information about black velvet keeps saying " prep??in the back of my 
E lvis paintings and velveeta_ So anyway, head? Do you care? Does Richard Nixon 
what 's going on? care? So long_-J.F.) 
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'4---News 

----In Brief-~--
The Fourth Annuai German 

American Trade Fair will take , 
place at UNO March 7. ,Omaha 
high. schools will compete 
against each other in teh event 
dwhich attempts to emulate real 
trade fairs. Members of the Cen· 
tral City team include Karen Lee, 
Jenni Lexau, Kyle Sarton, Tim 
Stohs, and Kevin Yam. The Pro· 
duct team consists of Rebecca 
Barnes, Bob Fryl ; John Hannon, 
Todd Weddle, and Jocelyn: 
Humphrey. 

The CHS Jazz Band par. 
ticipated in the Bellevue East 
Jazz Festival , Saturday, 
February 28. The band's selec­
tions for the contest, which pit­
ted them against 10 Class AA 
schools, included "Doing Sasie's 
Thing," by Saf!lmy Nestic. 

Student Council, ' the Road 
Show and Central's General 
Fund combined forces to pur­
chase a portable stage for Cen' 
tr,,1. The Student Council plans 
to use the stage for prom, but 
any Central activity will have ac· 
cess to it. 

The Youth Symphony played 
at Central High on Monday, 
February 23. The concert ,oc· 
cured because senior Liz Hazen 
was on of two winners of the 
Concerto Competition. The sym­
phony also played at Westside, 
the home school of.. Concerto 

. winner Jill Rausch. 

The finai open meeting to 
di~cuss budget concerns in the 
Omaha Public Schools will be at 
7:00 March 10, at Mann Ninth 
Grade Center. Other meetings 
took place February 26 at South 
High School and March 3, at 
Monroe Junior High. 

Senior Amy Meyer and 
sophomore Jennifer Drake are 
semi-finalists for the Congress 
Bundestag foreign exchange 
~tudent program. They traveled 
to Lincoln Saturday, February 
28 for personal interviews that 
determined the finalists. Win­
ners receive a futl one year 
scholarship for a trip to Ger­
many. One of last year's finalists 
was junior Ju~tin Kerr. 

Anthony Clark,l Sean O'Hara, 
Ann Sitzman, Tim Stohs, Rich 
Vogel, and Kevin Yam, are cur· 
rently participating in the 
Cathedral Arts Project Jazz 
Workshop. The workshop which 
meets one Sunday a month from 
January to May features some 

of Omaha's top jazz musicians. 
The focus of the workshop ac­
cording to Anthony Clark is to 
learriimprovisation by participa­
tion and to learn how to play 
with of hers. 

The CHS A Cappella thoir 
with help. from' Coach William 
~eed, Counselor Faye Johnson, 
Nola Jean-Pierre, and Reverend 
Dorsey McCoUough, celebrated 
Black Heritage Month with a 
program fQr the entire CHS stu­
dent bbdy. According to master· 
of·ceremonies Coach Reed" thje 
key to the program was 
awareness. 

The Student Council will spon­
sor the Red Cross Blood , 
Mobile's visit to Central on 
March 10. The goal of Student 
Council is to collect 45 pints of 
blood. Students must be 17, 
weigh 110 pounds and have 
parental , permission to donate 
blood. . 

SUSIE'S CASUALS 

Unforgettotje, 

Thespia~c~u~satte·n.d s~ate ~onvention 

Nikl Galiano ______ _ 

Twenty·five members of the 
Central Drama and Thespian 
Clubs went to Grand IsJand on 
February 20 to compete in the 
State. Thespian Convention over • 
the weekend . Senior Krist! 
Plahn, president of the Drama 
Club, won a superior award for 
writing an original play. 

Other areas in which Central 
participated in were dramatic 
duets, improvisations, a 
costume contest, drama and 
stage workshops, and lip syncs, 
according to Lisa Arnett, Drama 
Club.officer. Central's duets and 
one·acts were not judged, 
however, because they are not a 
National Thespian Inl7mber yet, 
she said. 

third consecutive 
year 

Some of the participants felt 
. that Central was judged unfairly 
during the competition, because 
none of the-members of the state 
boarc;1 were from Central. The 

state board, comprised of Thes· 
pian Club members fro~ each 
participating high school" J.udges 
the competitions, accorcilng to 
[isa. Central had no members 
on the board be~ause they are 
not official members yet. 

No charter 
According to Julie Ashley, 

Drama Club officer, Central is 
still working on getting a cha~er 
to become a National Thespian 
member. - . . . 

, "All of the small schools, 
such as Ralston and Papillion, 
had a monopoly on the state 
board and voted for people from 
their own schools." -

"The convention was less than 
mediocre, and I speak not only 
for mysel( but the others, as 
well. The only real fun we had 
said Kristi. 

'Vas when we made our 'own fun. 
None of the other people from 
the other . schools were really 
friendly. I know I felt like I didn't 
belong. Kristi wouldn't have 
received her certificate (the play 
writing award) if Mrs'. Stommes 
(Drama Club sponsor) had not 
complained, and told the 'M.e. 
that she wrote her own duet," 
said Lisa. 

Lip~sync 

One of the highlights of the 
competition was the. Central lip· 
sync -participants dancing on the 

BLUE JAY 

PIZZA 
, 2416 DAVENPORT STREET 

tables, according to Kristi. 
Other highlights of the can· 

vention, according to senior 
Shelly Scasny, were meeting 
kids from other schools, and 
having get·togethers in the hotel 
rooms where they were staying, 

Another activity included in 
the convention every year is the 
co~tume competion and dance, 
" It is a wild weekend where we 
drop our inhibitions and put on 
costumes," said Julie. "The 
costume dance is a chance for us 
to really dance until we drop," 

There were about twenty 
members that went to the can, 
ventlon,-sa id Lisa. This was the 
third consecut ive year that the 
Drama Club has been to the con· 
vention lately, however, the con, 
vention was previously held in 
Kearney State College. Another 
chapter was active in Central 
under another drama teacher 
years ago, she said . 

In order for an individual to 
become a Thesp ian Club 
member, twenty points must be 
accumulated from act ivities 
done in the theater, such as ac' 
ting in a play or musical , direc' 
ting a show, or worki ng stage 
lights, make·up, etc., said Lisa, 
"Every thing you do with the 
theater will give you bonus 
points. Those with extremelr. 
high points receive honor bars, 
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VideQ$ ~:t~/flJ~fJqJrym~r( ,without expenses 
Kelly Penry'- ___ ;;..... __ 

Video rental movies are a new 
source of entertainment for to­
day's society, Five years, ago, the 
idea of' gOing to ~ local video: 
rental shop and choosing a, take­
home movie seemed iJTlpo~ible. 
Now that the chain of video­
rental shops have grown, and the 
selection of movies has become 
more diverse, people are able to , 
spend an entertaining evening at 
home without the expenSe of go­
ing out. 

Jerry Mertz, ownel=- of Five-­
Star Video Shop, said that his 
busiest times are Friday and 
Saturday because of weekend , 
free·time. Holidays are,also busy 
times for customers because the 
days present certain themes that 
draw a majority of viewers. "'- ' 

"All the love stories were 
rented over Valentine's Day and 
Halloween cleared the shelves of 
movies such as 'Friday the 13th' 
sequels and 'Nightmare on E~m 
Street,'" said Mertz; , 

Easy to rent 
Many . Central students said 

that video-rentals are ' popular 
because if nothing is happening 

',on ,a weekend night, it's easy to 
" rent two or three movies and 

spend, the evening at a friend's 
house. Also, since the VCR 
(V,ideo cassette recorder) has 
become common ' in most 
households, people have easy 

, i!tcess to video, cassettes and 
, video shop memberships. . 

_ Because video movies are 
llsually available after box-9ffice 
'Showings, teens rent movies that 
th.ey either mis!) at the theater or 
want- to see again. Also, those 
movies that were box-office flops 
'are available for secdnd-chance 
viewing ' and- attract curiou.s 
view.ers, 'explained Central 
students. 

FunctiQns 
Some advantages to video 

rentals is that ' they can be seen 
as many times as desired, and 
during the viewing, the movie 
can be rewound, fast·forwarded, 
or paused if part of the movie is 

missed. Also, the video can De 
kept overnight or over a 
weekend at the renter's expense. 

AI:;o, video cassettes are inex· 
pensive in contrast to a theater 
pric::e. The price of a video is 
usually two dollars and seventy· 
five cents to three dollars and fifo 
teen cents, accordingJo Mertz. 
The main advantage, however, is 
that one can rent two or three 
videos for the same price as a 
cinema ticket and it costs even 
less to view for more people. 

Marcus Harvey, senior, said he 
usuatly rents movies at least 
once a week. If he has the time~ 
and wants to see a particular 
movie, then he'll rent a cassette 
for the weekend. "It's ,much 
cheaper to rent a movie than go 
to a movie. I usually spend about 
three dolla~s a week on video 
movies that I rent with my 
friends or family," said Marcus, 

Choice ' 
Popularity of video rentals are 

also because there are many dif· 
ferent varieties and types of 
movies and clips to choose from, 

Thep .' 
lOCe t ' ' , o 'S 
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The Fashion Ev.ent'of the Season 
The newest, 'The 'most feminine. The most romantic_ Bare and 
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the ,season-all in sensational fabrics and colors that just 
won't quit. B~gin yOur perfect evening with,the' perlect gown 
from our outstanding collection, We've got the fpshions you're 
looking for, Just right for prom, Just right for you, 

. I 

Join· us for priz.es, music a'nd mo~e! 
Date: Saturday, Marcll14 Time:' 2:30 p,m. 
Place: Westroads Store-2nd level 

• FREE admission 

.. 

• FREE gift from "Kiss and Love Me" cosmetics 
~, Drawin9s will be held for . 
-FREE haircuts and stylings from our Gleniby Salon 
-FREE manicures from ourGlemby.salon ,' , 
-FREE prom gowns ' ' , 
-FREE Esprit gift 
-FREE hosiery 
-and mu h more! 

. " 

Some students said that ' 
they enjoyed renting concert 
footage of their favorite band on 
video. Others preferred 
musicals, such as "Westside 
Story" or "A Chorus Line." 
Central students said that they 
enjoy not only video movies, but 
cassettes with sports clips, exer· 
cise routines, and "teach· 
yourself" videos that aid with 
such things as cooking, con· 
structing and foreign languages. 

David Langdon, an employee 
at Applause Video said that the 
teen customers tend to rent 
more adventure and space 
movies than other age groups. 

"Top rentals include the 'Star 
Wars' and 'Star Trek' sequels as 
well as 'the 'Indiana Jones' and 
'Rocky' sequels. These types of 
movies are usually rented' out 
every weekend because of media 
and audience commercialism 
that rates the movies as win· 
ners ... but some of the less heard 
of movies, such as those of th~ 
,Cannes Film Awards and those " 
foreign directed and produced 
seem to draw the teen viewers 

that are tired of the same old 
movies," said Langdon. 

' Sarah H~nsen, sophomore, 
said she chooses movies accor· 
ding to the cassette review. She 
explained that the back of a 
cassette contains the title, 
ratings, synopses, running 
times, release dates, actors or 
actresses names and other infor· 
mation about the movie that 
helps to determine if she wants 
to rent the video. 

"If I have no idea about what 
the movie is about, I'll just read 
the synopses. At a movie 
theater, you just go and watch it, 
then decide if it was really worth 
the money. At least with a video 
cassette, I can turn it off if I don't 
like it, or let someone else watch 
it at another time," said Sarah. 

The main advantage to rental 
movies is because they are con· 
venient and a method of going 
out, by staying home. Central 
students said the luxury .of wat· , 
ching movies at home and at 
whatever time is probably a 
trend that will increase in 
popularity and video growth. 

Creative Writing submits 
articles for publication 
Karyn Brower ------

Imagine reading an article 
written by a Central student in a ' 

, small or even a major publica· 
tion. This is what Central's ' 
creative writing class is trying to 
achieve. 

Students are asked, as pact of 
an assignment, to research and 
write a non· fictional article and 
send it to any publication in 
hopes of having it published. 

Mr. Mike Gaherty, creative 
writing teacher, says that this ex· 
ercise is a learning experience. 
Students first research their non· 
fictional articles, a change from 
their day to day assignments on 
poetry, short stories or one act 
plays,. Students learned how to 
pick a parti'cular publication that 
would suit their article and then 
write an article around such a 
p'ubHcation, and how to prepare 
t.hei'r manuscript. 

"Students should consider the 
size and type of the publication 
before ~ send'ing their 
manuscript," said Anthony 
Clark, senior. Anthony sent his 
article about Omaha's jazz scene 
to the "Metropolitin". "Smaller 
publicatiQns and those who use 
more free lance type articles,. 
like a local publication, will beT' • 
more likely to accept the stu­
dent's article." 

Right time 
The publication is not the on­

ly aspect creative writing 
students need look at. Getting 
accepted is not just based on a 
good article, but the ability to 
find the right publication at the 
right time with an article they 
need commented Rob Glasser, 
junior, who wrote about resident 
nurses who deal with the ter· 
minally ill and how they cope 
with their job and thei r attitude 
towards life, 

Uther students wrote articles 
on ' such serious topics as 
religion, bowling, golf, gym­
hastics, telemarketing, horses, 
chess, and diabetes from a 
diabetes point of view and 
humorous topics as how funny 
people are when they order 
popcorn. 

Two published • 
In the four years Mr. Gaherty 

has taught Creative Writing and 
sent articles, only two have been 
published, but, Mr. Gaherty said, 
this has not dimmed the 
stude'nts excitement. He said it 
was hard work and some 
students grumbled, but most 
students were hopeful, ~nd ex· 
cit.ed when they received a 
response even if negative. 

Response shared 
Students turn ,in their articles 

with two envelopes to Mr. Gaher· 
ty, who grades them and then 
gives them back to the student 
to send . Students usually wait 
three to six weeks for a response 
which are then shared in class. 

" Many students have 
misconceptions about the 
Creative Writing' class," said 
Rob. "They feel Mr. Gaherty has 
this magic formula that he gives 
to them and they will 
automatically know how to write 
and make millions." Creative 
Writing explores different areas 
of writing like poetry, short 
stories, one act plays and jour· 
nals: After writing, the class 
share their works with other 
students and their constructive 
criticism, said Anthony. "Mr. 
Gaherty helps the students out 
by encouragement, being an at· 
tentive audience, advice and 
criticism , how good they are 
depends solely on how much the 
student puts into the .c1ass," sairl 
Rob, 
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Teens grow with marriage 
-- committed. In school people But finally they (the Church) 

Elaine Williams ______ b~eak up all the time and go out realized , 'Hey those kids know 
On October 31 , 1986, friends WIth someone else. Otherwise what they are doing ... ' 

and family of Central graduates, it's not much different because 
Kristin Klein and Mark Pluhacek, when you go out with a person 
filled St.. ' John 's church to you 're usually pretty serious 
witness their marriage. On the anyway. You have to trust and 
day of the marriage Kristin and work to make each other hap· 
Mark were 19. In a recent inter· py."Father John Vernon, a priest 
view with Kristen, she said that at St. Thomas More, said that the 
marriage " was a big hop," but Catholic Church requires 
that she and Mark have adjusted counseling for couples under 19. 
well. "The marriage commitment is 

Statistics show that Mark and for better, for worse 'til death do 
Kristin are in the minority. you part. You want to make sure 
Dr.Mary Ann Lanmara, UNO the teenagers have the maturity 
Associate Professor of to understand the consequences 
Sociology, said about 70 percent of that commitment." 

Kristin said , "At first the 
church was very careful with us. 
We had to talk with a priest every 
two weeks for a six· month 
period. They made us meet with 
married and divorced people. 

Bill and Judy 'were not reo 
quired to go through counseling 
before they were married. 

Pregnancy often involved 

Teenage marriage often in· 
volves pregnancy. Mr. Stanley 
Kessler, Associate Min ister of 
Dundee Presbyterian Church, 
said that the only two teen 
couples he ever counseled about ~ 
marriage faced an unexpected ~ 
pregnancy. ," People need to be D:l 

cleared of the notion that paren· 
t ing and marriage go hand and 
glove. There is no such thing as 
an illegitimate child , only an il · 
legitimate parent. It's better for 
the girl to have her baby and get 
married when the pressure's off. " 

of all teenage marriages end in 
divorce. The decision to get mar· 
r ied occurred, "because we are 
in love," said Kristin . " I wasn 't 
pregnant. My parents suggested 
that we move in together first, 
but Mark's expected us to be 
married. It just seemed like the 
right thing. It wasn't just because 
we couldn 't move in together. " 

Unexpected 
Students learn to adjust to changes of divorce 

For former Central students 
Bill and Judy (not their real 
names) marriage came unex· 
pectedly. " We had talked a little 
about getting married before. 
When Judy got pregnant, I 
thought we should stay together, 
and her parents told me I had to 
marry her if we were going to 
continue to see each other. " 

The lives of both couples 
changed drastically after they 
took their vows. 

Kristin used to get free tuition 
at Creighton because she was a 
dependent of her father who 
works at the university. ''I'm still 
in school. Mark has to keep his 
job so we can support ourselves. 
He still wants to take a couple 
courses, but he likes his job. 
Next week he takes his real 
estate exam ," said Krist in. 

Bill works at Achley Ford and 
Judy will earn her high school 
diploma at the Individualized 
Study Center. They expect their 
child in March. Next year Judy 
will attend UNO. " I wanted to go 
to college, but I didn't hit the 
books hard enough so I probably 
wouldn't have anyway," said Bill. 

Security 
''I'm more secu re . I worry 

about passing a class because I 
paid fo r it instead of find ing a 
date for the weekend. When I get ' 
home I cook and take care of the 
house, In the dorm I'd study and 
re lax after class," said Kri stin . 

- Bill's majo r priority right now 
is " making sure everyth ing is all 
ri ght fo r the baby. I do a lot of 
the household chores because 
Judy's back gives her a lot of 
trouble." 

Mark and Kristin still party 
with single people. " We don 't 
have to be constantly hang ing 
on each other. I don't worry 
abo ut Mark running off with 
other g i rl s. Som e people said 
they couldn 't take it when we 
to ld them we were gett ing mar. 
ned. but now they've accepted 
It. said Kristi n. 

Committed 
Bil l said. " It's difficult to be 

.-~ - .. ----
-- ~ . --.. -------- .. -- ...... 

Kris Deffenbacher ---------
There are currently 1,155,000 

divorces in the United States and 6,487 in 
the state of Nebraska per year. With this 
rising statistic comes another-the increas· 
ing number of children who have had to 
deal with one or more splits between their 
parents. 

This new generation of children who 
have either seen their p~rents or the 
parents of their friends break apart has 
begun to accept divorce as a common 
thing, but accepting it on a personal level 
is still a difficult and hard to understand 
ordeal for many children. 

The initial shock is often not as 
devasting as the over·all , long·term effects. 
Sophomore Eric Mostrom remembers very 
little about the divorce of his parents when 
he was three years old, but he recalls its ef· 

j 
· ·- ~- _* . . 4. _ . _. __ • 

fects well. "All I remember is moving 
around from place to place all the time. " 

Senior Laura Patee also remembers 
very little of the divorce of her parents 
when she was four years old, but recalls the 
confusion it caused in her life. "At first it 
didn't bother me, I just remember my dad 
not being around a lot. But later on it got 
bad, the kids were manipulated back and 
forth, I didn't understand why I was caught 
in the middle. I had a lot of emotional 
stress." 

Immediate effects 
Some of the immediate effects of such 

a cOl)fusion are anger and defensiveness. 
Senior John Pavel remebers his third grade 
y~ar , the year after his parents got a 
dIvorce, as a time of anger. " I was 'bitter 
with my father for a year, but that died" 
away by the time he remarried in my f ifth 
grade year. " 

After time these immediate effects 
slowly fade away, but divorce causes a 

change in the life of a child during his for 
ming years, and will therefore often have 
a lasting effect on the rest of his life, ' I 
would have had a totall y di fferent 
childhood if my parents hadn 't divorced. " 
John said. "It has made me very much 
more independent. " 

Senior Kirsten Lillegard 's paren ts 
divorced when she was two years old, "I 
don't know how it immediately affected 
me, it's all I've ever known. But now that 
i'm older I can see the effects. It's made me 
more offensive with my dad and made me 
more defensive with my mom," she sa id, 
"I think I'd be a completely d ifferent per· 
son if my mom and dad had lived 
together. " 

The divorce of a child 's parents also 
tends to change that child 's op inion about 
marriage. " I am definitely against divo rce ." 
Eric said . "I think my parents probably 
should have. But I think people should 
think things out before they get marri ed." 

FORMAL WEAR BY 

MR. TUXED 

• 
"The tuxedo I. 
returnable . .. 

the evenln, 
Is not." 

2807 $outh 108th St. 

Rockbrook Comer, IOlth and Center 
last minute selections Ire never a problem. 

397·3933 
Ask for John HRed" McManus 
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ISC provides an alternate solution 
Doug Haven ------------

There is an option for those students 
who, for one reason or another, are not able 
to adapt to the regular school system. This 
option is the Individualized Studies Center 
(ISC) that is provided by OPS as outlet for 
students who might otherwise just drop out 
of school all together. 

According to Mr. Odra Bradley, Prin· 
cipal of the ISC's , ISC is "an option for kids 
who fo r one reason or another were not 
able to work within the structure of regular 
Hi gh Schools." 

Mr. Bradley states that "some kids are 
not able to or unwilling to a'djust to the idea 
that all students work at exactly the same 
pace. Th is system, according to Mr. 
Brad ley , is convenient for the ad· 
ministrators but not for the students. 

Therefore, the ISC's were established 
to be convenient for the student instead 
of the administration . "The system says 
that during second semester you take 
American History two." states Mr. Bradley, 
"but if you haven't taken American History 
one you can't go onto American History 
two and if you want to take American 
History one it is not offered second 
semester. " So the student can basically 
take "any course any time" he or she needs 
it. 

Absence policy 
In regular high school if you have ten 

absences per semester in any class they 
take that credit away as if you have done 
absolutely nothing. This is not true, 
however, in the ISC program. No matter 
how long you are gone, when you come 
back you start exactly where you were 
befo re your absence. 

In the Studies Center, a student can 
finish his or her credit as quickly as their 
motivation allows them to. Students are 
asked to match the two hours they spend 
in the ISC building with homework. With 
th is arrangement, students with high 
motivation would do more homework and 
therefore receive other 'Credit faster. 

Why is the student in ISC in the first 
place? According to Mr. Bradley ,,·,the three 
basic reasons that a student is assigned to 
an ISC are violation of school rules, too 
many absences, or that a student is 
hospitalized for a long period of time. " 

16 subjects ' 
Mr. Gillogly, Central Social Studier 

Teacher, was assigned to an ISC from 1971 
to 1984. " lnitialJy I taught social studies, 
but because of budgetary cut backs etc. 
before it was all over I was teaching English 
and Social Studies." Mr. Gillogly believes 
that he was teaching about 16 different 
subjects and teaching both junior and 
senior high students. 

'The job of an ISC teacher is to, "ac· 
cording to Mr Gillogly," teach and tutor 
them and also counseling them so that they 
can work their way back into a regular 
school setting." 

The curriculum that a student needs 
to complete to receive his or her credit is 
the same in an ISC as in a regular school 
setting, but according to Mr. Gillogly 
because of the way the class is set up there 
is a "contrast of night and day. " At one 
table in the ISC program there may be four 
students who are each in a different grade 
and a different subject, because of this it 
makes it very diffucult to lecture to the 
class over the material discussed in a cer· 
tain reading. Therefore the teacher must 
monitor each student ' s progress, shoW" 
them what they need to complete to earn 
their credit, and then correct their work as 
quickly as possible so that the student can 
see where they made a mistake. 

"Ombrella" 
"ISC is an umbrella for whatever 

reason the students are reierred out of 
.regular school ," stated Mr. Gillogly, "be it 
drugs, fighting, emotional problems, 
pregnancy, or physical reasons. " Students 
who otherwise might not be able to go to 
sch.ool because of a serious illness are pro· 
vided with an alternative in the ISC pro· 
gram. Mr. Gillogly taught students who 
were hemophiliacs, students who had 
seizures, even a student who had shot his 
own nose off in a suicide attempt. 
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Ex.Central student Traci Carr receives counseling from Mr. R.1. 
Fields, senior counselor, at the Comprehensive Center for Ongo· 
ing Education . 

Mrs. Johnson sings 
opera and gospel 
Niki Galiano -------

Did you know that someone 
here at Central sang in Madison 
Square Garden, was nominated 
for the Grammy Awards, and 
performed in several operas? 
Who is it? It is none other than 
Mrs. Faye Johnson, guidance 
counselor. 

Mrs. Johnson sang in Madison 
Square Garden two years ago as 
part of the Nebraska Chapter of 
the Gospel Music Workshop of 
America , she said . She is the 
assistant minister of music of the 
Nebraska chapter. She was also 
part of the music staff for t~e 
Salem Baptist Church ChOIr, 
which was nominated for a 
Grammy Award, she 
commented. 

Mrs. Johnson is not only a 
gospel singer but also an ac· 
complished opera singer. She 
had the leading role in the opera 
"Toska ," and also appeared in 
the operas "The Magic Flute," 
"Falstaff," and "Madame Butterf· 

Iy," she said . She directed the 
Ethiopian choir in "Aida," she 
said. which appeared at Ak·Sar· 
Ben last year. 

Mrs. Johnson said she receiv· 
ed several awards for her music 
accomplishments. She was nam· 
ed Outstanding Musician by the 
Black Heritage Series, honored 
as outstanding musician in 
Omaha , named outstanding 
vocalist by the Nebraska Chapter 
for Gospel Music Workshop, and 
won first place in the Fifth Air· 
force competition while she was 
living overseas in Okinawa. She 
has' also received numerous cer· 
tificates and trophi es for 
recognition , she commented. 

Mrs. Johnson also toured all 
over the U.S. with concerts and 
musicals such as; " Your Arms 
Are Too Short To Box With 
God," "South Pacific," "Fiddler 
on the Roof, " and "The King and 
I. " She had TV appearances and 
did some children 's show on 
educational television. She also 
did solo work on the "Messiah." 

"The Line of Least Existence" 
Starring Central students 

a't the Jennifer Shepard 
Magic Theater Joe Fogarty 
opens h 13 Marc 

call 346-1227 
Students $2.00 
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Hockey increases in popularity 
rSPORTS BRIEFS-

The Varsity boys' basketball 
team ~inished the season with a 
record of 10 wins and 9 losses. 
State tournament begins March 
12. Districts are March 2. 

The varsity girls' basketball 
team won the first game in the 
District Tournament over 
Omaha Gross with a score of 
56-52. 

The boys' sophomore basket­
ball team concludes a successful 
season with a standing record of 
8-2, including a 51-48 win over 
Omaha North. One game re­
mains on their schedule, Omaha 
Benson. They have won their last 
six games in a row. One outstan­
ding player is sophomore Den­
nis Barfield, who averaged 20 
points a game. Other team 
members are Ralph Faulkner, 
Andy Huff, Dan Pansing, Jordan 
Stevens , Brian Lee , Rob 
lessley, Eric Gilmore, William 
Blake, and Rob Long. 

The boys' swim team ended 
their regular season defeating 
Brownell-Talbot soundly . 
Qualifiers for state include 
senior Travis Mood in the 
1 DO-yard backstroke with a time 
of 1 :03.45 and ' junior John 
Roberts , who qualified in the 
1 DO-yard breaststroke and the 
500-yard freestyle . The team 
placed second in the OPS Invita­
tional and placed fifth in the 
Lewis Central Invitational. Their 
season concluded February 28 
with the State Meet in Lincoln. 
Other team members competing 
at State are senior Brian Cooper, 
sophomore Ernie Fierro, and 
freshman Clint Cooper. 

The girls swim team also con· 
~ cluded thei r season with a 
110-56 win ove r Brownell · 
Talbot. Sophomore Amy Albert­
son qualifi ed for the State Meet 
in the 50-yard freesty le with a 
time of 26 .1. Their team also 
placed second in the OPS Invi ta­
tional and placed fifth in the 
A .L .lT.J . Invitational. Other 
team members competing at 
State are senior Tracy Edgerton , 
juniors Krist i Covalciuc and Deb 
VanAckeran , and sophomores 
Kirsten Glesne and Angel 
Wettengel. 

Three Centra l wrestlers qualified 
fo r the State Wrestling Tourna­
ment. Randy Rouse , senior , 
finished second and Bud Sachs, 
senior , fi nished third. Mike 
Warner , j unior , wrestled in the 
167-pound weight class. Randy 
wrestled in the heavyweight 
division . 

The first annual Metro Powerlif­
ting Champsionships were held 
February 21. Several Central 
students finished in first place . 
They are: senior Evan Simpson, 
heavyweight, junior Jody 
Sharpe, 242 lb. weight class, 
William Battle, 165 lb. weight 
class, and Melvin Jones, 148 lb. 
weight class. 

Michael Page ______ _ 

Several Central students 
belong to the intramural hockey 
league, O.M.A.H.A., (Omaha 
Metropolitan Amateur Hockey 
Association). According to Dan 
Toth, the manager of the 
organization, O.M.A.H.A. has 
been around for 25 years. 

The league divides the players 
into age divisions. The youngest 
age divisions are _the Mites, 
which are for 5 to 7 year-olds, 
and the Squirt division is for 8 to 
10 year-old kids. The Peewee 
league consists of 10 through 12 
year-olds, and the 13 to 15 year­
old teenagers are in the Bantam 
division. 

High school All-Stars 
If the player is good enough , 

he is eligible to play on the high 
school All-Stars. Terry Bock, 

Central track 
competes at 
national meet 

Jeff Palzer _______ _ 

On Sunday, February 15, fif­
teen Central students traveled to 
Lawrenc~ , Kansas, for the Na· 
tional Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. Central had not 
participated in the event for the 
past two years , but according to 
track coach Joe McMenamin, 
the meet was a reward for track 
members who had been training 
over the winter. 

The members of the team 
were seniors George Anderson, 
Kris Deffenbacher, Terry Grand­
berry, Mike Gunia, James Keith, 
Michael Page and Evan Simp­
son; juniors Heather Jones, Jody 
Sharpe, Tommy Smith, and Dan 
Stillmock ; sophomores April 
Morri s, Marci Reed, and Malcom 
Weston, and freshman Angie 
Green . 

Coach McMenam in said that 
there was competition from all 
over the United States, including 
California and New York . 

Malcom Weston set a new na­
tional record in the · 300-meter 
dash with a tim e of 32 . 1 
seconds. This record was for the 
15· 16 year-olds, but it was also 
faster than the stand ing record 
for 17-18 yea r-olds. Marci Reed 
won the 600-meter run , and 

.Tommy Smith , Terry Lee, James 
Kei th , and Terry Grandberry won 
the mile relay . 

Other placements 
Nine other people placed in 

this national meet. Kris Deffen­
bacher took second in the mile 
and third in the 1000 meter; 
Heather Jones won fourth in the 
60 meter high hurdles; April 
Morris took sixth in the shot put; 
George Anderson placed- fourth 
in the 60 meter dash; Michael 
Page won fourth in the triple­
jump and sixth in the 60 meter 
high hurdles; Ahgie Green took 
fifth in the 300; Evan Simpson 
won third in the shotput for 
17 -18 year-olds; Dan Stillmock 
placed second and Jody Sharpe 
placed third in the shot put for 
15-16 year olds. 

senior, Jason Hiatt, junior, and 
Marty Mobley, sophomore, are 
members of the team. The AII­
Stars do a lot of traveling. In the 
past year, the team has travell­
ed all over Minnesota, Kansas, 
Missouri, and low.a. 

The team finished third in the 
Presidents' Day Hockey 
Tournament in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado last February 
12-16. Currently the All-Stars are 
raising funds to go to the Desert 
Classic Hockey Tournament 
over spring break. 

New league addition 
This season , the U.S.H.L. had 

an addition to the league, the 
Omaha Lancers. Even though 
the Lancers have a record of 
0-44, they did win an exhibition 
game against Drake University. 
The team consists of young men 
16 to 20 years of age. The 

Lancers are not a semi-pro team 
or a farm team. The Lancers 
keep their amateur status, and 
they do not get paid for it. The 
purpose of the Lancers is for the 
better hockey players in the area 
to get noticed and recruited by 
college and pro recruiters. 

According to Terry, the reason 
for their disappointing season is 
the coaching. The Lancers went 
through three coaches since the 
start of the season. Currently, 
the coach is Shawn Jones. 

·Jason said, "In order to be a 
good hockey player, you have 
good 'hockey sense.' It's the 
ability to know when to shoot, 
when to pass, or what play to ex­
ecute. A hockey player just does 
not get it in any certain amount 
of time. Some pick it up right 
away, others play for years and 
still don't pick it up." He went on 

to say that hockey is a game of 
reactions and anticipat ions. 

"More of a challenge" 
I erry said , "When compared 

to football, hockey is more of a 
challenge, because hockey is at 
a faster pace. In football. after 
every play, they get a chance to 
rest. In hockey, sometimes the 
players will skate at full speed up 
and down the ice for as long as 
five minutes. " 

Keith said , Oo ln order to be a 
good hockey player . you have to 
start at a young age to develop 
your skills ." He al so said . "1 

respect hockey playe rs. because 
it is like playing soccer and 
figure skating com bined It is 
harder than fig ure skating. 
because figure skaters follow a 
planned routine, and hockey 
players do not. Hockev is similar 
to soccer except on skates ." 

'('He said if I clidnt do it, . 
he \Vouldnt love llle anyrn.ore:' 

"AND '[OU KNOW WHAT? I GOT 
angry. It was such a trashy thing to say. 
Like I was so desperate for him I'd jump 
off a cliff or something. 

We didn't have any birth control. 
I started out saying it was just the 
wrong time. 

Then I started thin~lng it was the 
wrong guy. 

After he said that, he put on this big 
act about it. If he really cared, he'd have let 
it drop. He'd have given me time. 

I mean, you don't have to be the brain 
of the world to know you don't have sex 
without protection. 

And you sure don't make a baby with 
a guy who thinks he can threaten you:' 

This ad ... ·as paid fur ,,' Uh prlvalr C'olltr lhutloIl5. c.. <":~·rlt.!hl ~6 

Nobody should pressure anybody to 
have sex. Especially if you feel you're not 
ready. Or prepared. It's a fac~ of life that if 
you have sex without safe, effective birth 
control. you're going to get pregnant. Who 
should be responsible for birth control? 
It can be you, it can be him, even better 
when it's both. Jfyou need information or 
just someone to talk to, call your nearest 
Planned Parenthood. We can help. That's 
what we're here for. 

Planned Parenthood® 
of Omaha-Council Bluffs 
4610 Dodge Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68132 

(402) ~54-1045 

FACTS OF LIFE LINE 

(402) 558-PLAN 
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Pep rallies needed for school spirit 

Sports Staff Says: 
Michael Page _________ _ 

Why doesn't Central have in-school 
pep rallies? Burke High has three before 
every season and another whenever a 
Burke team goes to state. Northwest has 
four a year, Bryan has at least three, and 
Creighton Prep has them whenever the 
students or players feel the need for one, 
and if they approve it through the coach 
and the administration. 

According to Central's administration, 
pep rallies are just another distraction from 
the classroom. They feel it is their obliga· 
tion to reduce class interruptions, and pep 
rallies are not valuable enough to interrupt 
class time. 

First priority is academics 
Come on, guys, loosen up a bit. For 

the most part, I agree with their reasoning. 
I think academics should always be the first 
priority but not the only one. Extra­
curricular activities add a dimension to our 
everyday high school experience. I believe 
students need an outlet besides academics. 
Sometimes, when a student is not involv­
ed in extra-curricular activities, academics 
can be very stressful. Students need a 
lighter side to school to break up the 
monotony. 

There can be a lot of pressure on the 
student to excel in academics-pressure 
from parents, teachers, and classmates. 
During a pep rally, the students can release 
all their tension. With tension gone, the 
students f~el better about themselves and 
their school, and this new attitude might 
carryover into the classroom. 

Building unity 
Pep rallies build unity among 

classmates. Students coming together for 
a common cause promotes school spirit. 

With more school spirit, more students 
might attend the game. Students want to 
get involved, and a pep rally is a perfect 
way for that. If the students feel good about 
the school, then they will take care of it. 
When students are in their classrooms, 
there is no teamwork, they are on their 
own, and pep rallies can build up 
togetherness and comradery. Students will 
feel proud to be a Centralite. 

Posing few problems 
According to athletic directors from 

various high schools from the Omaha area, 
pep rallies, when well supervised, pose very 
few problems. Many high schools on the 
day of the pep -rally still have the students 
go to all of their classes, but they just 
shorten all the class periods by five 
minutes. Only students with activity cards 
are excused from class to attend the pep 
rally. 

I ne pep rallies generally last about 
forty minutes. During the pep rallies , the 
players are introduced to the students. 
Most of the players don't receive recogni­
tion from the newspaper, and the pep ral­
ly gives the students a chance to identify 
with the athletes. 

Introducing cheerleaders 
At other schools' first pep rally of the 

year, the cheerleaders are introduced, and 
they do a few cheers. The pom pon squad 
performs, and the band plays. At some 
schools, they divide the students by their 
class, and rivalries are formed among 
classes to see who can cheer the loudest. 

The players also benefit from pep 
rallies. When they see that the whole school 
is rallying behind the players, they get 
more enthused for the game. The players 
feel a sense of belonging. They are not just 
a football team, but the Central Eagle foot· 
ball team or whatever sport it might be. 
This new sense of pride can transfer over 
to the field or court. 

I am not trying to change the policy 
and have six pep rallies a year, like other 
high schools. I just want the administration 
to reconsider the policy and have one next 
year as an experiment. Who knows, it 
might go well. The administration will 
n~ver know until they try it. 

Girls basketball '. WInS Districts 

. ~hazaria Wilson, senior. shoots from the side during the first 
District game last Wednesday, February 25, against Omaha Gross. 
The Lady Eagles came from behind to win 56-52. The girls' basket­
ball t~am s~ccessfully won their district the following night by 
~efeatlng Millard North 54-45. This qualified the team for a berth 
In the State Tournament. beginning March 5 at the Bob Devaney 
Sports Complex in Lincoln. The Lady Eagles are currently ranked 
second in the Class A Division. 

Baseball team shows much unity and leadership 
Central High Varsity baseball 

~tarted conditioning in early 
, ebruary with the season open­
Ing offiCially on March 1. Marcus 
Harvey, senior, said that many 
sophomores and a few freshmen 
Will be trying out. 

Senior Doug Biasing has high 
~~~ectat!ons for this year's team. 
, ere IS a lot of team unity 

Since we have played together 
s l~e sOPho~o.re year, " he said. 
th he team s first game will be 

e Early Bird Tournament spon­
Sf;ed by Creighton Prep, taking 
E ce In the third week of March. 
rast year the team made it to the 
In,~17 ' but Prep defeated them. 

d It s hard to predict how we'll 
U
O Since it is the first ~ame," said 

J ~ I o r Randy Gi~bert: "but I think 
We II do well. " 

Th is year's team will consist of 

seven seniors, compared to on­
ly three last year. The team will 
be affected by the loss of 
graduates Travts Feezell, Tony 
Mancuso. and Mike Salerno. 
especially in pitching. 

"Travis and Tony were our 
number one and two pitchers 
last year," 'said senior Mike 
Buckner. 

Seniors John Hannon and 
Jason Gaughan will be taking 

, over the mound this year. Ran­
dy Gilbert, catcher, is optimistic 
about the pitching. He said he 
works well with both of them. 

All-Star team members 
Four of last year 's team 

members played on the World ­
Herald AII ·Star Team. Mike, 
along with graduates Tony and 
Travis , played on the first team 
against the Nebraska All-Stars 

\ and the Iowa AII ·Stars, Marcus, 

John. and Jason were chosen for 
the second team. 

This year will be the second 
season for Coach Ken Dirks, a 
teacher at Lewis and Clark 
Junior High School. Randy feels 
that the returning coach will help 
the team unite. " We know what 
he expects and how he'll react ," 
he said. 

Position is main factor 
. Position will be a major factor 
this year also. According to 
Mike, many players learned new 
positions over the summer and 
are more versatile . 

" I was playing shortstop and 
second base last spring but swit· 
ched to center field during the 
summer season ," said Marcus, 

, "and I think I'll stay in center this 
year. " 

Central's main competition 
will be Northwest, Prep, Burke, 

and Papillion. According to Mar­
cus, these ~chools have stronger 
programs that attract outstan­
ding young players. But he feels 
that if Central can compete well 
this year and finish high in the 
state competition, this will 
upgrade the system, 

Not a revenue sport 
Randy feels that these schools 

have • more support , both 
monetary and in pUblicity , than 
Central. "There is no P.R. (Public 
Relations) at Central , and 
baseball is not a revenue sport 
like football ," he said. 

" If our pitchers and the rest of 
the team come through , we 
could beat Prep and Northwest 
and get some publicity," said 
Marcus. 

Off·season practice and 
athletic camps , have. helped 
many players improve. Mike was 

-- -
----- -~. 

one of seven Central baseball 
players to attend the Nebraska 
Pro Baseball Camp in early 
January. Other team members 
were seniors John Hannon and 
Kevin Yam, and juniors Rob 
Bratty, Randy Gilbert, Todd Grif­
fith, and Sean Wilson. Both Rob 
Bratty and John Hannon won 
Golden Glove awards for fielding 
ability. 

Camps improve skills 
Mike said that the camps im· 

proved his skills and gave him 
some exposure to college 
coaches. " If you're lacking in 
skills you learn a lot, but if you 're 
really good you get noticed by 
scouts. There was a represen· 
tative there from the Major 
League Scouting Bureau who 
sends reports on players to many 
professional baseball teams," he 
said . 

. - .. _ .... - ' .. .. ~ . - . , .. ..... .. . 
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Wanting to stay' clqse to home 

f~: 't", 
;, Sophomores Peter Festerson and Tyler McLeod demonstrafe the sport of curling. They curl 

in a junior league with the Ak-sar-ben curling club, ' 

Scotland, Curling Originat.ing' from 
remains popular with 
Tracy Edgerton-----

"Although curling is not very 
popular here, iUs in other areas, 
especially in'the North. It is even 
a varsity sport at some high 
,schools," said" Peter Festersen~ 
sophomore. 

Botb Peter and Tyler McLeod, 
sophomore, curl in a junior 
league with the Ak-sar-ben curl­
ing club. TJ:lelr team rece':ltly at­
tended the Curling Junior Na­
tionals in Wisconsin where they 
received fifth place. According 
to Peter, their team lost to the 
top four teams in the country b'y 
very close scores. 

Originating from Sco'tiand 
Scottish immigrants brought 

curling to North America in the 
early 1800's. Clubs sprang up in 
the 1640's in Michigan and 
Wisconsin. Today, over a, thou­
sand such clubs are active in the 
United States and Canada. 

C:;:urling is played on a level 
sheet of ice marked with a 
12·foot circle at either end. The 
four players ,comprising a tea~ 
play two stones each, alternating 
with opponents. The object is to 
place a team's stones closer to 
the " tee," than opposing !eam's 
stones, and, attempting to block , 
off the tee from nmnnr ... 

two 
dislodging opponents' s tones ly­
ing near it. After playing all 16 _ 
stones for an "end," the' teams 

-reverse and play for the opposite 
tee. 

Rotation of stone 
Curling get its, name from the 

fact that the s'tone, when 
delivered, is always given a-slight 
turn to right or reft, causing it to 
rotate, or "curl," its way down 
the ice, then curving sharply in 
the desired direction. Without 
curl , ej' stone cannQt be controll · 
ed. 

Sweeping is done by the two 
players not curling. They run 
alongside every stone and 
vigorously ply their brooms in 
front of it. 

Other elements Involved 
According to Tyler, there are 

many other elements involved in 
curling. 'The object is' to get 
your stone closest to the center 
while knocking out the stones of 
your opponents, but there -are 
many other different strategies." 

Tyler's parents instigated ..his 
interest in curling. "My parents 
are from Canada, where curling 
is very popular. My dad has been 
playing for 20 years. I started , 

Centralites 
playing around age 11 or 12." 

Peter joined the club around 
age six. His inter~st also stemm­
ed from his parents, who are still 

active in curling. 
Popular in other areas 

"Although curling is not very 
popular here, it is in other. areas, 
especially in the North. It is even 
a varsity sport at some Northern 
high schools, " saig Peter. He 
also said that curling is more 
popular in the North because it 
is colder, and they often have a 
longer playing season since it is 
an ice sport. , • . 

"It is a very competitive sport. 
The teams at Nationals took it 
very seriously. The te'ams were 
from around the nation; from 
places such as Washington, New 
York, and Ohio," said Tyler. To 
have the opportunity to compete 
at Nationals, their club had to 
beat the other team in their 
region, Colorado; 

Traveling to competitions 
In the ,past two years they have 

traveled as a ' team to Chicago ' 
twice, along with trips to Col ­
orado Springs and Wisconsin. 
Next year nationals will be held 
in Rochester, New York. 

Lady Eagles Cfl1alify for Slale 
, . 

Sarah Story----~--
The Lady Eagles decided' it 

was time to go to the state tour­
nament again. After not qualify­
ing for state last year, the district 
wins against Gross and Millard 
North eased the pressure. 

At Northwest High School 
Wednesday, February 25, the 
Lady Eagles beat riinth ranked 
Gross. With 4:35 left, the Lady 
Eagles were down 44-50. For the , 
next three minutes, Central 
scored 11 points and kept Gross 
scoreless. The final score was 
56-52. 

Thursday night, February 26, 
the Lady Eagles had a nine point 
victory over number thre~ rank· 
ed Millard North. In the first 
quarter, Central was down 5-14 
to Millard North. At halftime, the 
Lady Eagles were down 21·22 . 
At one point in the second half 
Central's lead grew from 33-28 
to ,a 12 point lead, 47-35. The 
final score was 54-45. 

Team's top scorers . . 
Top scorers were junior 

Johnetta Haynes with 18 points 
and Phazaria Wilson, senior, with 
14 points. Other scorers include 

junior Mallery Ivy, 13 points, and 
seniorTandy Williams with eight 
points. . 

Coach Don Knauss, sodal 
studies teacher, will lead the 
team to Hie State competition 
Thursday, . March 5. The Lady 
Eagles will face Millard North10r 
the third. time this season: Other 
teams comp~ttng in the state 
tournament are sixth ranked 
Millard South, fifth ranked 
Papillion , and fourth ranked 
Marian in the Class A State T our­
nament. The Lady Eagles cur­
rently stand at number two. 

Flowers chooses NO 
Sarah Story ------------------

Leodis Flow~rs sat on the stair's with a look as though he had 
been through these -interviews so many--times before. " I had my heart 
set on Oklahoma, but my family wanted me to stay in Nebraska. 
I wanted to be closer to home, and give my parents the chance to 
see me .play," he said. 

Coach Tom Osborne came up to Central when Leodis announc· 
ed on Monday, February 16, that he would attend Nebraska. Leodis 
said that he liked Nebraska's I-formation rather than the usual 
wishbone formation. He also liked Nebraska's coach ing staff. 

His goals at Nebraska include the Heisman Trophy for his junior 
and senior years. "I need to learn the system, then I hope to play 
on the third team as a freshman." 

No promises made ' 
Coach Osborne has made no promises referring to Leodis' 

status as a freshman unlike Oklahoma Coach Barry Switzer. "Barry 
Switzer has been known for saying some things he doesn't mean, 
but I feel he was sincere when he said that I would play on the se· 
cond team as a freshman." Coach Switzer's statement .to the press 
was a violation of recruiting regulations but has no ~nfl~ence In 

Leodis' decision. His parents were the biggest influence In hIS chOIce 
of Nebraska. , . 

When asKed how he felt now that he will be plaYing WIth 
Creighton Prep's Dan Lohmeier and George Achola instead of play· 
ing against them as in the past three years, he said, ''I'm glad that 
I will be playing with them rather than against them." 

This semester .. Leodis did the best acade'mically that he has 
done at Central. He completeq his first semester with a grade po int 
average of 3.09. All of the recruiting pressure did not have an ef· 
fect on his school work, but he co'mmented that he was interrupted 
by telephone calls every night. 

. Number one priority 
At Nebraska, his number one priority will be obtain ing a col· 

. lege degre~ . He plans to seek a degree in Business Adm inist ra.tion 
The idea of professional football has crossed his mind, thoug~. The 
Ne.w York Giants im'press me the most," said Leodis. He saId that 
he has no distinct idols in football; he just waQts to be himself. 

Recruiters began looking at Leodis at the end of his sophomore 
year after .Central woo the state championship. With a great 
sophomore and junior' season, his senior year was stalled a few tImes 
due to ankle injltries. One injury resulteq from the firsf game against 
Northwest, and a' second in the game against Creighton Prep. 

Publicity not stopping 
Even' with' the injuries, the publicity did not stop. "Sometimes 

I feel like I'm over-publicized. The press watches you all the tIme 
and reports on the bad things you do as well as the good." 

Leodis said that sometimes he feels a lot of pressure because 
"everyone knows what I'v_e done". Good or bad publicity, he saId 
he has always dreamed about the at tention that he receives today. 
" I wouldn't change anything," said Leodis. 

Michael Page announced that he will be attending Ka nsas 
University on a full-ride football scholarship. His KU scholarshIp IS 
a division.1 scholarship which pays for four or five years of tUI tIon, 
books, room imd board, and three meals a day. 

Red shirt first year . 
~'My freshman year will probably red shirt, which means I will 

practice with the team; but I wc;m't suit up or play ," said Michael. 
Michael said that the aspect that attracted him most to KU was 

the distallce from home; he,did not want to go too far from home. 
Other schools that showed interest.were Iowa State, Wyoming. Nor· 
them 10Wa"and UNO. . 

KU also impressed 'him by the great campus life and the ex' 
cellent business program. "The hgusing for 'the football players IS 
also very .nice. 'We stay at the Jayhawk Towers, which are two' 
bedroom apartment houses," said Michael: ' 

. " D~gree is ·top priority . 
Michael p.lans to major in ' ~usiness Administration. He saId that 

he' is very r.ealistic about f9Q.tbali and does not plan to. pursue pro' 
fessional football. ''I'didn't think I woufd go this far," he sa id. For 
the future his top priority is getting his college degree. 

Coac~ ReE:d h~lped many of his players obtain football schola~ 
ships. Michael said that Coa<:,h Reed is known for trying very har 

. to get his players,into colleges. . 
, '. Year-round' sport 

Football is a ye~r-round sport in college;, After the fall seaso~ 
there is winter conditioning, which involves weight lifting an 
aerobics. Then springlootball begins. "It will take up a lot of t1m~ 
We have tohaye our classes end by 2:00. Between 2:30 and 5:3 
we will watch films and have football practices," said Michael. These 
practices run Monday thru Frir:lay, and the football players are reo 
quired t~)attend study table at night. 

Chris Sacco announced February 7 that he will attend UNO on 
a division II-scholarship. This scholarship will pay for everything eX ' 

cept books and housing. Chris said that he is relieved now that th~ 
recruitment is over. He was also offered scholarships from St. (IoU 
State and Northern Iowa. 


